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PART I
EXTRACTS FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS CONSTITUTION
ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT
Section
Art. II, § 1.
Art. II, § 2.
Art. II, § 3.
Art. II, § 4.
Home Rule for Cities and Towns; Right of
Local Self-Government.
Local Power to Adopt, Revise or Amend
Charters.
Procedure for Adoption or Revision of a
Charter by a City or Town.
Procedure for Amendment of a Charter by a
City or Town.
Section
Art. II, § 5.
Art. II, § 6.
Art. II, § 7.
Art. II, § 8.
Art. II, § 9.
Art. XVIII.
Recording of Charters and Charter Amend-
ments.
Governmental Powers of Cities and Towns.
Limitations on Local Powers.
Powers of the General Court.
Existing Special Laws.
Free exercise of religion; support of public
schools; use of public money or credit for
schools and institutions.
Art. II. Power of general court to erect and
constitute municipal or city govern-
ments; by-laws; establishment of
limited town meeting form of gov-
ernment in certain towns
Section 1. Home Rule for Cities and Towns;
Right of Local Self-Government
It is the intention of this article to reaffirm the
customary and traditional liberties of the people
with respect to the conduct of their local govern-
ment, and to grant and confirm to the people of
every city and town the right of self-government in
local matters, subject to the provisions of this arti-
cle and to such standards and requirements as the
general court may establish by law in accordance
with the provisions of this article.
Section 2. Local Power to Adopt, Revise or
Amend Charters
Any city or town shall have the power to adopt or
revise a charter or to amend its existing charter
through the procedures set forth in sections three
and four. The provisions of any adopted or revised
charter or any charter amendment shall not be
inconsistent with the constitution or any laws en-
acted by the general court in conformity with the
powers reserved to the general court by section
eight.
No town of fewer than twelve thousand inhabit-
ants shall adopt a city form of government, and no
town of fewer than six thousand inhabitants shall
adopt a form of government providing for a town
meeting limited to such inhabitants of the town as
may be elected to meet, deliberate, act and vote in
the exercise of the corporate powers of the town.
Section 3. Procedure for Adoption or Revision
of a Charter by a City or Town
Every city and town shall have the power to
adopt or revise a charter in the following manner:
A petition for the adoption or revision of a charter
shall be signed by at least fifteen per cent of the
number of legal voters residing in such city or town
at the preceding state election. Whenever such a
petition is filed with the board of registrars of
voters of any city or town, the board shall within
ten days of its receipt determine the sufficiency and
validity of the signatures and certify the results to
the city council of the city or board of selectmen of
the town, as the case may be. As used in this
section, the phrase "board of registrars of voters"
shall include any local authority of different desig-
nation which performs the duties of such regis-
trars, and the phrase "city council of the city or
board of selectmen of the town" shall include local
authorities of different designation performing the
duties of such council or board. Objections to the
sufficiency and validity of the signatures on any
such petition as certified by the board of registrars
of voters shall be made in the same manner as
provided by law for objections to nominations for
city or town offices, as the case may be.
Within thirty days of receipt of certification of
the board of registrars of voters that a petition
Amend. Art. 2, § 3 CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS
contains sufficient valid signatures, the city council
of the city or board of selectmen of the town shall
by order provide for submitting to the voters of the
city or town the question of adopting or revising a
charter, and for the nomination and election of a
charter commission.
If the city or town has not previously adopted a
charter pursuant to this section, the question sub-
mitted to the voters shall be: "Shall a commission
be elected to frame a charter for (name of city or
town)?" If the city or town has previously adopted
a charter pursuant to this section, the question
submitted to the voters shall be: "Shall a commis-
sion be elected to revise the charter of (name of
city or town)?"
The charter commission shall consist of nine
voters of the city or town, who shall be elected at
large without party or political designation at the
city or town election next held at least sixty days
after the order of the city council of the city or
board of selectmen of the town. The names of
candidates for such commission shall be listed al-
phabetically on the ballot used at such election.
Each voter may vote for nine candidates.
The vote on the question submitted and the elec-
tion of the charter commission shall take place at
the same time. If the vote on the question submit-
ted is in the affirmative, the nine candidates receiv-
ing the highest number of votes shall be declared
elected.
Within eighteen months after the election of the
members of the charter commission, said commis-
sion shall submit the charter or revised charter to
the city council of the city or the board of select-
men of the town, and such council or board shall
provide for publication of the charter and for its
submission to the voters of the city or town at the
next city or town election held at least two months
after such submission by the charter commission.
If the charter or revised charter is approved by a
majority of the voters of the city or town voting
thereon, it shall become effective upon the date
fixed in the charter.
Section 4. Procedure for Amendment of a
Charter by a City or Town
Every city and town shall have the power to
amend its charter in the following manner: The
legislative body of a city or town may, by a two-
thirds vote, propose amendments to the charter of
the city or town; provided, that (1) amendments of
a city charter may be proposed only with the con-
currence of the mayor in every city that has a
mayor, and (2) any change in a charter relating in
any way to the composition, mode of election or
appointment, or terms of office of the legislative
body, the mayor or city manager or the board of
selectmen or town manager shall be made only by
the procedure of charter revision set forth in sec-
tion three.
All proposed charter amendments shall be pub-
lished and submitted for approval in the same
manner as provided for adoption or revision of a
charter.
Section 5. Recording of Charters and Charter
Amendments
Duplicate certificates shall be prepared setting
forth any charter that has been adopted or revised
and any charter amendments approved, and shall
be signed by the city or town clerk. One such
certificate shall be deposited in the office of the
secretary of the commonwealth and the other shall
be recorded in the records of the city or town and
deposited among its archives. All courts may take
judicial notice of charters and charter amendments
of cities and towns.
Section 6. Governmental Powers of Cities and
Towns
Any city or town may, by the adoption, amend-
ment, or repeal of local ordinances or by-laws,
exercise any power or function which the general
court has power to confer upon it, which is not
inconsistent with the constitution or laws enacted
by the general court in conformity with powers
reserved to the general court by section eight, and
which is not denied, either expressly or by clear
implication, to the city or town by its charter. This
section shall apply to every city and town, whether
or not it has adopted a charter pursuant to section
three.
Section 7. Limitations on Local Powers
Nothing in this article shall be deemed to grant
to any city or town the power to (1) regulate
elections other than those prescribed by sections
three and four; (2) to levy, assess and collect taxes;
(3) to borrow money or pledge the credit of the city
or town; (4) to dispose of park land; (5) to enact
private or civil law governing civil relationships
except as an incident to an exercise of an indepen-
dent municipal power; or (6) to define and provide
for the punishment of a felony or to impose impris-
CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS Amend. Art. 18
onment as a punishment for any violation of law;
provided, however, that the foregoing enumerated
powers may be granted by the general court in
conformity with the constitution and with the pow-
ers reserved to the general court by section eight;
nor shall the provisions of this article be deemed to
diminish the powers of the judicial department of
the commonwealth.
Section 8. Powers of the General Court
The general court shall have the power to act in
relation to cities and towns, but only by general
laws which apply alike to all cities, or to all towns,
or to all cities and towns, or to a class of not fewer
than two, and by special laws enacted (1) on peti-
tion filed or approved by the voters of a city or
town, or the mayor and city council, or other
legislative body, of a city, or the town meeting of a
town, with respect to a law relating to that city or
town; (2) by a two-thirds vote of each branch of
the general court following a recommendation by
the governor; (3) to erect and constitute metropoli-
tan or regional entities, embracing any two or
more cities or towns or cities and towns, or estab-
lished with other than existing city or town bound-
aries, for any general or special public purpose or
purposes, and to grant to these entities such pow-
ers, privileges and immunities as the general court
shall deem necessary or expedient for the regula-
tion and government thereof; or (4) solely for the
incorporation or dissolution of cities or towns as
corporate entities, alteration of city or town bound-
aries, and merger or consolidation of cities and
towns, or any of these matters.
Subject to the foregoing requirements, the gener-
al court may provide optional plans of city or town
organization and government under which an op-
tional plan may be adopted or abandoned by ma-
jority vote of the voters of the city or town voting
thereon at a city or town election; provided, that
no town of fewer than twelve thousand inhabitants
may be authorized to adopt a city form of govern-
ment, and no town of fewer than six thousand
inhabitants may be authorized to adopt a form of
town government providing for a town meeting
limited to such inhabitants of the town as may be
elected to meet, deliberate, act and vote in the
exercise of the corporate powers of the town.
This section shall apply to every city and town
whether or not it has adopted a charter pursuant to
section three.
Section 9. Existing Special Laws
All special laws relating to individual cities or
towns shall remain in effect and have the force of
an existing city or town charter, but shall be sub-
ject to amendment or repeal through the adoption,
revision or amendment of a charter by a city or
town in accordance with the provisions of sections
three and four and shall be subject to amendment
or repeal by laws enacted by the general court in
conformity with the powers reserved to the general
court by section eight.
Art. XVIII. Free exercise of religion; support
of public schools; use of public
money or credit for schools and
institutions
Section 1. No law shall be passed prohibiting
the free exercise of religion.
Sec. 2. No grant, appropriation or use of public
money or property or loan of credit shall be made
or authorized by the commonwealth or any politi-
cal subdivision thereof for the purpose of founding,
maintaining or aiding any infirmary, hospital, insti-
tution, primary or secondary school, or charitable
or religious undertaking which is not publicly
owned and under the exclusive control, order and
supervision of public officers or public agents au-
thorized by the commonwealth or federal authority
or both, except that appropriations may be made
for the maintenance and support of the Soldiers'
Home in Massachusetts and for free public librar-
ies in any city or town, and to carry out legal
obligations, if any, already entered into; and no
such grant, appropriation or use of public money
or property or loan of public credit shall be made
or authorized for the purpose of founding, main-
taining or aiding any church, religious denomina-
tion or society. Nothing herein contained shall be
construed to prevent the commonwealth from mak-
ing grants-in-aid to private higher educational in-
stitutions or to students or parents or guardians of
students attending such institutions.
Sec. 3. Nothing herein contained shall be con-
strued to prevent the commonwealth, or any politi-
cal division thereof, from paying to privately con-
trolled hospitals, infirmaries, or institutions for the
deaf, dumb or blind not more than the ordinary
and reasonable compensation for care or support
actually rendered or furnished by such hospitals,
infirmaries or institutions to such persons as may
be in whole or in part unable to support or care for
themselves.
Amend. Art. 18 CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS
Sec. 4. Nothing herein contained shall be con- receive religious instruction against his will, or, if a
strued to deprive any inmate of a publicly con- minor, without the consent of his parent or guard-
trolled reformatory, penal or charitable institution ian.
of the opportunity of religious exercises therein of Sec 5. This amendment shall not take effect
his own faith; but no inmate of such institution until the October first next succeeding its ratifica-
shall be compelled to attend religious services or tion and adoption by the people.
PART II
EXTRACTS FROM THE GENERAL LAWS
CHAPTER 4
STATUTES
Selected sections
Section
4. Mode of acceptance of statute by municipality or
district.
4A. Revocation of acceptance by towns of special acts.
4B. Rescission of laws previously accepted by cities,
towns or municipalities.
6. Rules for construction of statutes.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 4. Mode of acceptance of statute by munici-
pality or district
Wherever a statute is to take effect upon its
acceptance by a municipality or district, or is to be
effective in municipalities or districts accepting its
provisions, this acceptance shall be, except as oth-
erwise provided in that statute, in a municipality,
by vote of the legislative body, subject to the char-
ter of the municipality, or, in a district, by vote of
the district at a district meeting.
Amended by St.1962, c. 182; St.1966, c. 253; St.1977, c.
870, § 1; St.2004, c. 122, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2004.
§ 4A. Revocation of acceptance by towns of spe-
cial acts
At any time after the expiration of three years
from the date on which any special act of the
general court has been accepted by the voters of a
town, and not less than ninety days before the date
of an annual meeting, a petition signed by not less
than ten per cent of the registered voters of the
town may be filed with the selectmen, requesting
that the question of revoking the acceptance of any
special act be submitted to the voters. Thereupon
the selectmen shall cause the question of revoca-
tion of the acceptance of such special act to be
placed on the ballot at the next annual election. At
said election the vote shall be taken in answer to
the following question, which shall be placed on
the official ballot to be used for the election of town
officers:— "Shall the acceptance by the town of
of an act passed by the General Court in
Section
7. Definitions of statutory terms; statutory construc-
tion.
8. Construction of special acts authorizing municipal-
ities to incur indebtedness.
9. Time for performance of acts performable on Sun-
day or holiday.
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
the year
,
being chapter of
the acts of , entitled 'An Act providing
in the town of ' be revoked?"
If such revocation is favored by a majority of the
voters voting thereon by ballot, the acceptance of
said act shall be revoked and said act shall become
null and void beginning with the first day of the
month next following said revocation. This section
shall not apply in towns having a population in
excess of fifteen thousand inhabitants, nor shall it
apply to any acceptance by a town authorizing but
not requiring it to act in any manner, to any action
taken under chapters thirty-one or thirty-two, to
any special act in which other provision is made
for revocation, to any special act which authorizes
the making of a capital outlay or public improve-
ment, nor to any special act involving participation
or membership in a district including a regional
school district. No revocation of a special act
hereunder shall affect in any manner any contrac-
tual rights, civil service rights, rights of tenure, or
pension or retirement rights arising from the provi-
sions of such special act.
Added by St.1952, c. 223.
§ 4B. Rescission of laws previously accepted by
cities, towns or municipalities
At any time after the expiration of three years
from the date on which a law to take effect upon its
acceptance by a city or town or a municipality as
defined in section four, or is to be effective in such
cities, towns or municipalities accepting its provi-
sions, has been accepted in any such city, town or
4 §4B MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
municipality such statute may be revoked in the
same manner as it was accepted by such city, town
or municipality, but such revocation shall be sub-
ject to the following restrictions:
(a) This section shall not apply if such law pro-
vides for another manner of revocation.
(b) This section shall not apply to any such law
which authorizes, but does not require, acceptance
by a city, town or municipality to act.
(c) This section shall not apply to any action
taken under chapter thirty-two or thirty-two B.
(d) This section shall not apply to any action
taken to establish a regional district, authority or
other entity which involves another city, town, mu-
nicipality, district or other governmental entity.
(e) This section shall not affect any contractual
or civil service rights which have come into exis-
tence between the city, town or municipality and
any officer or employee thereof as a result of the
original acceptance of any such law or the provi-
sions thereof; provided, however, that such revoca-
tion shall apply to the successor to the incumbent
officer or employee, which application shall pre-
vent such contractual or civil service right from
automatically continuing with respect to such suc-
cessor officer or employee.
If a petition signed by five per cent or more of
the registered voters of a city or town is filed in the
office of the city or town clerk within sixty days
following a vote other than a vote taken by voters
on an official ballot to revoke the acceptance of any
optional provision of the General Laws, requesting
that the revoking of such acceptance be submitted
as a question to the voters of such city or town,
said vote to revoke shall be suspended from taking
effect until such question is determined by vote of
the registered voters voting thereon at the next
regular city or town election, or if the city council
or board of selectmen or other authority charged
with calling elections shall so direct, at a special
election called for that purpose. Petitions filed
requesting the placement of the question or revoca-
tion on the ballot for determination by the voters
shall be substantially in conformity with the provi-
sions of the law governing the signing of nomina-
tion papers for city or town officers, as to the
identification and certification of names thereon,
and submission to the registrars thereof. A brief
summary of the relevant section or sections of the
General Laws shall also appear on the official
ballot. If such revocation is favored by a majority
of the voters voting thereon, the acceptance of said
optional law shall be revoked and it shall become
null and void beginning with the first day of the
month next following said vote of revocation. The
question to be placed on a ballot shall be essential-
ly as follows:
"Shall the acceptance by (City, Town)
of section(s) of chapter
of the General Laws be revoked?
YES NO ".
If, on the sixty-first day following the date a vote
has been taken to revoke the acceptance of an
optional provision of the General Laws, and no
petition as aforesaid has been filed, the vote to
revoke shall become effective forthwith.
If at the time a city, town, municipality or district
is authorized to revoke its acceptance of a law
under the provisions of this section and such city,
town, municipality or district has adopted a change
in charter or otherwise is required to adopt a
different procedure for acceptance of such law
other than that procedure used for its original
acceptance, then the procedure for acceptance in
effect at the time of revocation shall be the manner
for revoking such original acceptance.
Added by St. 1980, c. 580, Sec. 5. Amended by St.1981, c.
782, § 2.
§ 6. Rules for construction of statutes
In construing statutes the following rules shall be
observed, unless their observance would involve a
construction inconsistent with the manifest intent
of the law-making body or repugnant to the context
of the same statute:
First, The repeal of a statute shall not revive any
previous statute, except in case of the repeal of a
statute, after it has become law, by vote of the
people upon its submission by referendum petition.
Second, The repeal of a statute shall not affect
any punishment, penalty or forfeiture incurred be-
fore the repeal takes effect, or any suit, prosecution
or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal for
an offence committed, or for the recovery of a
penalty or forfeiture incurred, under the statute
repealed.
Third, Words and phrases shall be construed
according to the common and approved usage of
the language; but technical words and phrases and
such others as may have acquired a peculiar and
appropriate meaning in law shall be construed and
understood according to such meaning.
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Fourth, Words importing the singular number
may extend and be applied to several persons or
things, words importing the plural number may
include the singular, and words of one gender may
be construed to include the other gender and the
neuter.
Fifth, Words purporting to give a joint authority
to, or to direct any act by, three or more public
officers or other persons shall be construed as
giving such authority to, or directing such act by, a
majority of such officers or persons.
Sixth, Wherever any writing is required to be
sworn to or acknowledged, such oath or acknowl-
edgment shall be taken before a justice of the peace
or notary public, or such oath may be dispensed
with if the writing required to be sworn to contains
or is verified by a written declaration under the
provisions of section one A of chapter two hundred
and sixty-eight.
Seventh, Wherever action by more than a majori-
ty of a city council is required, action by the
designated proportion of the members of each
branch thereof, present and voting thereon, in a
city in which the city council consists of two
branches, or action by the designated proportion of
the members thereof, present and voting thereon,
in a city having a single legislative board, shall be a
compliance with such requirement.
Eighth, Wherever publication is required in a
newspaper published in a city or town, it shall be
sufficient, when there is no newspaper published
therein, if the publication is made in a newspaper
with general circulation in such city or town. If a
newspaper is not published in such city or town
and there is no newspaper with general circulation
in such city or town, it shall be sufficient if the
publication is made in a newspaper published in
the county where such city or town is situated. A
newspaper which by its title page purports to be
printed or published in such city, town or county,
and which has a circulation therein, shall be
deemed to have been published therein.
Ninth, Wherever a penalty or forfeiture is provid-
ed for a violation of law, it shall be for each such
violation.
Tenth, Words purporting to give three or more
public officers or other persons authority to adopt,
amend or repeal rules and regulations for the regu-
lation, government, management, control or ad-
ministration of the affairs of a public or other body,
board, commission or agency shall not be con-
strued as authorizing the adoption of a rule or
regulation relative to a quorum which would con-
flict with the provisions of clause Fifth in the
absence of express and specific mention therein to
that effect.
Eleventh, The provisions of any statute shall be
deemed severable, and if any part of any statute
shall be adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, such
judgment shall not affect other valid parts thereof.
Added by St.1967, c. 867, § 1. Amended by St.1983, c.
210; St.1989, c. 216; St.1998, c. 170.
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§ 7. Definitions of statutory terms; statutory
construction
In construing statutes the following words shall
have the meanings herein given, unless a contrary
intention clearly appears:
First, "Aldermen", "board of aldermen", "mayor
and aldermen", "city council" or "mayor" shall, in
a city which has no such body or officer, mean the
board or officer having like powers or duties.
Second, "Annual meeting", when applied to
towns, shall mean the annual meeting required by
law to be held in the month of February, March or
April.
Second A, "Appointing authority", when used in
connection with the operation of municipal govern-
ments shall include the mayor of a city and the
board of selectmen of a town unless some other
local office is designated as the appointing authori-
ty under the provisions of a local charter.
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Third, "Assessor" shall include any person cho-
sen or appointed in accordance with law to per-
form the duties of an assessor.
Third A, "Board of selectmen", when used in
connection with the operation of municipal govern-
ments shall include any other local office which is
performing the duties of a board of selectmen, in
whole or in part, under the provisions of a local
charter.
[ There is no clause Fourth.]
Fifth, "Charter", when used in connection with
the operation of city and town government shall
include a written instrument adopted, amended or
revised pursuant to the provisions of chapter forty-
three B which establishes and defines the structure
of city and town government for a particular com-
munity and which may create local offices, and
distribute powers, duties and responsibilities
among local offices and which may establish and
define certain procedures to be followed by the city
or town government. Special laws enacted by the
general court applicable only to one city or town
shall be deemed to have the force of a charter and
may be amended, repealed and revised in accor-
dance with the provisions of chapter forty-three B
unless any such special law contains a specific
prohibition against such action.
Fifth A, "Chief administrative officer", when
used in connection with the operation of municipal
governments, shall include the mayor of a city and
the board of selectmen in a town unless some other
local office is designated to be the chief administra-
tive officer under the provisions of a local charter.
Fifth B, "Chief executive officer", when used in
connection with the operation of municipal govern-
ments shall include the mayor in a city and the
board of selectmen in a town unless some other
municipal office is designated to be the chief execu-
tive officer under the provisions of a local charter.
Sixth, "City solicitor" shall include the head of
the legal department of a city or town.
Sixth A, "Coterminous", shall mean, when ap-
plied to the term of office of a person appointed by
the governor, the period from the date of appoint-
ment and qualification to the end of the term of
said governor; provided that such person shall
serve until his successor is appointed and qualified;
and provided, further, that the governor may re-
move such person at any time, subject however to
the condition that if such person receives notice of
the termination of his appointment he shall have
the right, at his request, to a hearing within thirty
days from receipt of such notice at which hearing
the governor shall show cause for such removal,
and that during the period following receipt of
such notice and until final determination said per-
son shall receive his usual compensation but shall
be deemed suspended from his office.
Seventh, "District", when applied to courts or
the justices or other officials thereof, shall include
municipal.
Eighth, "Dukes", "Dukes county" or "county of
Dukes" shall mean the county of Dukes county.
Ninth, "Fiscal year", when used with reference
to any of the offices, departments, boards, commis-
sions, institutions or undertakings of the common-
wealth, shall mean the year beginning with July
first and ending with the following June thirtieth.
Tenth, "Gaming", "illegal gaming" or "unlawful
gaming" shall include every act punishable under
any law relative to lotteries, policy lotteries or
policy, the buying and selling of pools or register-
ing of bets.
Eleventh, "Grantor" may include every person
from or by whom a freehold estate or interest
passes in or by any deed; and "grantee" may
include every person to whom such estate or inter-
est so passes.
Twelfth, "Highway", "townway", "public way"
or "way" shall include a bridge which is a part
thereof.
Thirteenth, "In books", when used relative to the
records of cities and towns, shall not prohibit the
making of such records on separate leaves, if such
leaves are bound in a permanent book upon the
completion of a sufficient number of them to make
an ordinary volume.
Fourteenth, "Inhabitant" may mean a resident in
any city or town.
[There is no clause Fifteenth.]
Sixteenth, "Issue", as applied to the descent of
estates, shall include all the lawful lineal descen-
dants of the ancestor.
Seventeenth, "Land", "lands" and "real estate"
shall include lands, tenements and hereditaments,
and all rights thereto and interests therein; and
"recorded", as applied to plans, deeds or other
instruments affecting land, shall, as affecting regis-
tered land, mean filed and registered.
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Eighteenth, "Legal holiday" shall include Janu-
ary first, July fourth, November eleventh, and
Christmas Day, or the day following when any of
said days occurs on Sunday, and the third Monday
in January, the third Monday in February, the third
Monday in April, the last Monday in May, the first
Monday in September, the second Monday in Octo-
ber, and Thanksgiving Day. "Legal holiday" shall
also include, with respect to Suffolk county only,
Evacuation Day, on March seventeenth, and Bunk-
er Hill Day, on June seventeenth, or the day follow-
ing when said days occur on Sunday; provided,
however, that all state and municipal agencies,
authorities, quasi-public entities or other offices
located in Suffolk county shall be open for business
and appropriately staffed on Evacuation Day, on
March seventeenth, and Bunker Hill Day, on June
seventeenth, and that section forty-five of chapter
one hundred and forty-nine shall not apply to Evac-
uation Day, on March seventeenth, and Bunker
Hill Day, on June seventeenth, or the day following
when said days occur on Sunday.
Eighteenth A, "Commemoration day" shall in-
clude March fifteenth, in honor of Peter Francisco
day, May twentieth, in honor of General Marquis
de Lafayette and May twenty-ninth, in honor of the
birthday of President John F. Kennedy. The gover-
nor shall issue a proclamation in connection with
each such commemoration day.
Eighteenth B, "Legislative body", when used in
connection with the operation of municipal govern-
ments shall include that agency of the municipal
government which is empowered to enact ordi-
nances or by-laws, adopt an annual budget and
other spending authorizations, loan orders, bond
authorizations and other financial matters and
whether styled a city council, board of aldermen,
town council, town meeting or by any other title.
Nineteenth, "Month" shall mean a calendar-
month, except that, when used in a statute provid-
ing for punishment by imprisonment, one "month"
or a multiple thereof shall mean a period of thirty
days or the corresponding multiple thereof; and
"year", a calendar year.
Nineteenth A, "Municipality" shall mean a city
or town.
Twentieth, "Net indebtedness" shall mean the
indebtedness of a county, city, town or district,
omitting debts created for supplying the inhabit-
ants with water and other debts exempted from the
operation of the law limiting their indebtedness,
and deducting the amount of sinking funds avail-
able for the payment of the indebtedness included.
Twenty-first, "Oath" shall include affirmation in
cases where by law an affirmation may be substi-
tuted for an oath.
Twenty-second, "Ordinance", as applied to cities,
shall be synonymous with by-law.
Twenty-third, "Person" or "whoever" shall in-
clude corporations, societies, associations and part-
nerships.
Twenty-fourth, "Place" may mean a city or town.
Twenty-fifth, "Preceding" or "following", used
with reference to any section of the statutes, shall
mean the section last preceding or next following,
unless some other section is expressly designated in
such reference.
Twenty-sixth, "Public records" shall mean all
books, papers, maps, photographs, recorded tapes,
financial statements, statistical tabulations, or oth-
er documentary materials or data, regardless of
physical form or characteristics, made or received
by any officer or employee of any agency, executive
office, department, board, commission, bureau, di-
vision or authority of the commonwealth, or of any
political subdivision thereof, or of any authority
established by the general court to serve a public
purpose, unless such materials or data fall within
the following exemptions in that they are:
(a) specifically or by necessary implication ex-
empted from disclosure by statute;
(b) related solely to internal personnel rules and
practices of the government unit, provided howev-
er, that such records shall be withheld only to the
extent that proper performance of necessary gov-
ernmental functions requires such withholding;
(c) personnel and medical files or information;
also any other materials or data relating to a spe-
cifically named individual, the disclosure of which
may constitute an unwarranted invasion of person-
al privacy;
(d) inter-agency or intra-agency memoranda or
letters relating to policy positions being developed
by the agency; but this subclause shall not apply to
reasonably completed factual studies or reports on
which the development of such policy positions has
been or may be based;
(e) notebooks and other materials prepared by
an employee of the commonwealth which are per-
sonal to him and not maintained as part of the files
of the governmental unit;
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(f) investigatory materials necessarily compiled
out of the public view by law enforcement or other
investigatory officials the disclosure of which mate-
rials would probably so prejudice the possibility of
effective law enforcement that such disclosure
would not be in the public interest;
(g) trade secrets or commercial or financial in-
formation voluntarily provided to an agency for use
in developing governmental policy and upon a
promise of confidentiality; but this subclause shall
not apply to information submitted as required by
law or as a condition of receiving a governmental
contract or other benefit;
(h) proposals and bids to enter into any contract
or agreement until the time for the opening of bids
in the case of proposals or bids to be opened
publicly, and until the time for the receipt of bids
or proposals has expired in all other cases; and
inter-agency or intra-agency communications made
in connection with an evaluation process for re-
viewing bids or proposals, prior to a decision to
enter into negotiations with or to award a contract
to, a particular person;
(i) appraisals of real property acquired or to be
acquired until (1) a final agreement is entered into;
or (2) any litigation relative to such appraisal has
been terminated; or (3) the time within which to
commence such litigation has expired;
(j) the names and addresses of any persons con-
tained in, or referred to in, any applications for any
licenses to carry or possess firearms issued pursu-
ant to chapter one hundred and forty or any fire-
arms identification cards issued pursuant to said
chapter one hundred and forty and the names and
addresses on sales or transfers of any firearms,
rifles, shotguns, or machine guns or ammunition
therefor, as defined in said chapter one hundred
and forty and the names and addresses on said
licenses or cards;
[ There is no subclause (k).J
(I) questions and answers, scoring keys and
sheets and other materials used to develop, admin-
ister or score a test, examination or assessment
instrument; provided, however, that such materi-
als are intended to be used for another test, exami-
nation or assessment instrument;
(m) contracts for hospital or related health care
services between (i) any hospital, clinic or other
health care facility operated by a unit of state,
county or municipal government and (ii) a health
maintenance organization arrangement approved
under chapter one hundred and seventy-six /, a
nonprofit hospital service corporation or medical
service corporation organized pursuant to chapter
one hundred and seventy-six A and chapter one
hundred and seventy-six B, respectively, a health
insurance corporation licensed under chapter one
hundred and seventy-five or any legal entity that is
self insured and provides health care benefits to its
employees.
(n) records, including, but not limited to, blue-
prints, plans, policies, procedures and schematic
drawings, which relate to internal layout and struc-
tural elements, security measures, emergency pre-
paredness, threat or vulnerability assessments, or
any other records relating to the security or safety
of persons or buildings, structures, facilities, utili-
ties, transportation or other infrastructure located
within the commonwealth, the disclosure of which,
in the reasonable judgment of the record custodian,
subject to review by the supervisor of public rec-
ords under subsection (b) of section 10 of chapter
66, is likely to jeopardize public safety.
(o) the home address and home telephone num-
ber of an employee of the judicial branch, an
unelected employee of the general court, an agen-
cy, executive office, department, board, commis-
sion, bureau, division or authority of the common-
wealth, or of a political subdivision thereof or of an
authority established by the general court to serve
a public purpose, in the custody of a government
agency which maintains records identifying per-
sons as falling within those categories; provided
that the information may be disclosed to an em-
ployee organization under chapter 150E, a non-
profit organization for retired public employees
under chapter 180, or a criminal justice agency as
defined in section 167 of chapter 6.
(p) the name, home address and home telephone
number of a family member of a commonwealth
employee, contained in a record in the custody of a
government agency which maintains records iden-
tifying persons as falling within the categories list-
ed in subclause (o).
(q) Adoption contact information and indices
therefore of the adoption contact registry estab-
lished by section 31 of chapter 46.
(r) Information and records acquired under
chapter 18C by the office of the child advocate.
(s) trade secrets or confidential, competitively-
sensitive or other proprietary information provided
in the course of activities conducted by a govern-
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mental body as an energy supplier under a license
granted by the department of public utilities pursu-
ant to section IF of chapter 164, in the course of
activities conducted as a municipal aggregator un-
der section 134 of said chapter 164 or in the course
of activities conducted by a cooperative consisting
of governmental entities organized pursuant to sec-
tion 136 of said chapter 164, when such govern-
mental body, municipal aggregator or cooperative
determines that such disclosure will adversely af-
fect its ability to conduct business in relation to
other entities making, selling or distributing elec-
tric power and energy; provided, however, that
this subclause shall not exempt a public entity from
disclosure required of a private entity so licensed.
Any person denied access to public records may
pursue the remedy provided for in section ten of
chapter sixty-six.
Twenty-seventh, "Salary" shall mean annual sal-
ary.
Twenty-eighth, "Savings banks" shall include in-
stitutions for savings.
[There is no clause Twenty-ninth.]
Thirtieth, "Spendthrift" shall mean a person who
is liable to be put under guardianship on account
of excessive drinking, gaming, idleness or debauch-
ery.
Thirty-first, "State", when applied to the differ-
ent parts of the United States, shall extend to and
include the District of Columbia and the several
territories; and the words "United States" shall
include said district and territories.
Thirty-second, "State auditor" and "state secre-
tary" shall mean respectively the auditor of the
commonwealth and the secretary of the common-
wealth. "State treasurer" or "treasurer of the
commonwealth" shall mean the treasurer and re-
ceiver general as used in the constitution of the
commonwealth, and shall have the same meaning
in all contracts, instruments, securities and other
documents.
Thirty-third, "Swear" shall include affirm in
cases in which an affirmation may be substituted
for an oath. When applied to public officers who
are required by the constitution to take oaths there-
in prescribed, it shall refer to those oaths; and
when applied to any other officer it shall mean
sworn to the faithful performance of his official
duties.
Thirty-fourth, "Town", when applied to towns or
officers or employees thereof, shall include city.
Thirty-fifth, "Valuation", as applied to a town,
shall mean the valuation of such town as deter-
mined by the last preceding apportionment made
for the purposes of the state tax.
Thirty-sixth, "Water district" shall include water
supply district.
Thirty-seventh, "Will" shall include codicils.
Thirty-eighth, "Written" and "in writing" shall
include printing, engraving, lithographing and any
other mode of representing words and letters; but
if the written signature of a person is required by
law, it shall always be his own handwriting or, if
he is unable to write, his mark.
Thirty-ninth, "Annual election", as applied to
municipal elections in cities holding such elections
biennially, shall mean biennial election.
Fortieth, "Surety" or "Sureties", when used with
reference to a fidelity bond of an officer or employ-
ee of a county, city, town or district, shall mean a
surety company authorized to transact business in
the commonwealth.
Forty-first, "Population", when used in connec-
tion with the number of inhabitants of a county,
city, town or district, shall mean the population as
determined by the last preceding national census.
[ There is no clause Forty-second.]
Forty-third, "Veteran" shall mean (1) any per-
son, (a) whose last discharge or release from his
wartime service as defined herein, was under hon-
orable conditions and who (b) served in the army,
navy, marine corps, coast guard, or air force of the
United States, or on full time national guard duty
under Titles 10 or 32 of the United States Code or
under sections 38, 40 and 41 of chapter 33 for not
less than 90 days active service, at least 1 day of
which was for wartime service; provided, however,
than any person who so served in wartime and was
awarded a service-connected disability or a Purple
Heart, or who died in such service under condi-
tions other than dishonorable, shall be deemed to
be a veteran notwithstanding his failure to com-
plete 90 days of active service; (2) a member of the
American Merchant Marine who served in armed
conflict between December 7, 1941 and December
31, 1946, and who has received honorable dis-
charges from the United States Coast Guard, Army,
or Navy; (3) any person (a) whose last discharge
from active service was under honorable condi-
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tions, and who (b) served in the army, navy, marine
corps, coast guard, or air force of the United States
for not less than 1 80 days active service; provided,
however, that any person who so served and was
awarded a service-connected disability or who died
in such service under conditions other than dishon-
orable, shall be deemed to be a veteran notwith-
standing his failure to complete 180 days of active
service.
"Wartime service" shall mean service performed
by a "Spanish War veteran", a "World War I vet-
eran", a "World War II veteran", a "Korean veter-
an", a "Vietnam veteran", a "Lebanese peace
keeping force veteran", a "Grenada rescue mission
veteran", a "Panamanian intervention force veter-
an", a "Persian Gulf veteran", or a member of the
"WAAC" as defined in this clause during any of the
periods of time described herein or for which such
medals described below are awarded.
"Spanish War veteran" shall mean any veteran
who performed such wartime service between Feb-
ruary fifteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight
and July fourth, nineteen hundred and two.
"World War I veteran" shall mean any veteran
who (a) performed such wartime service between
April sixth, nineteen hundred and seventeen and
November eleventh, nineteen hundred and eigh-
teen, or (b) has been awarded the World War I
Victory Medal, or (c) performed such service be-
tween March twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and
seventeen and August fifth, nineteen hundred and
seventeen, as a Massachusetts National Guards-
man.
"World War II veteran" shall mean any veteran
who performed such wartime service between Sep-
tember 16, 1940 and July 25, 1947, and was
awarded a World War II Victory Medal, except that
for the purposes of chapter 31 it shall mean all
active service between the dates of September 16,
1940 and June 25, 1950.
"Korean veteran" shall mean any veteran who
performed such wartime service between June
twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty and Janu-
ary thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five,
both dates inclusive, and any person who has re-
ceived the Korea Defense Service Medal as estab-
lished in the Bob Stump National Defense Authori-
zation Act for fiscal year 2003.
"Korean emergency" shall mean the period be-
tween June twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty
and January thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-
five, both dates inclusive.
"Vietnam veteran" shall mean (1) any person
who performed such wartime service during the
period commencing August fifth, nineteen hundred
and sixty-four and ending on May seventh, nine-
teen hundred and seventy-five, both dates inclusive,
or (2) any person who served at least one hundred
and eighty days of active service in the armed
forces of the United States during the period be-
tween February first, nineteen hundred and fifty-
five and August fourth, nineteen hundred and sixty-
four; provided, however, that for the purposes of
the application of the provisions of chapter thirty-
one, it shall also include all active service between
the dates May seventh, nineteen hundred and sev-
enty-five and June fourth, nineteen hundred and
seventy-six; and provided, further, that any such
person who served in said armed forces during
said period and was awarded a service-connected
disability or a Purple Heart, or who died in said
service under conditions other than dishonorable,
shall be deemed to be a veteran notwithstanding
his failure to complete one hundred and eighty
days of active service.
"Lebanese peace keeping force veteran" shall
mean any person who performed such wartime
service and received a campaign medal for such
service during the period commencing August
twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and eighty-two and
ending when the President of the United States
shall have withdrawn armed forces from the coun-
try of Lebanon.
"Grenada rescue mission veteran" shall mean
any person who performed such wartime service
and received a campaign medal for such service
during the period commencing October twenty-
fifth, nineteen hundred and eighty-three to Decem-
ber fifteenth, nineteen hundred and eighty-three,
inclusive.
"Panamanian intervention force veteran" shall
mean any person who performed such wartime
service and received a campaign medal for such
service during the period commencing December
twentieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-nine and
ending January thirty-first, nineteen hundred and
ninety.
"Persian Gulf veteran" shall mean any person
who performed such wartime service during the
period commencing August second, nineteen hun-
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dred and ninety and ending on a date to be deter-
mined by presidential proclamation or executive
order and concurrent resolution of the Congress of
the United States.
"WAAC" shall mean any woman who was dis-
charged and so served in any corps or unit of the
United States established for the purpose of en-
abling women to serve with, or as auxiliary to, the
armed forces of the United States and such woman
shall be deemed to be a veteran.
None of the following shall be deemed to be a
"veteran":
(a) Any person who at the time of entering into
the armed forces of the United States had declared
his intention to become a subject or citizen of the
United States and withdrew his intention under the
provisions of the act of Congress approved July
ninth, nineteen hundred and eighteen.
(b) Any person who was discharged from the
said armed forces on his own application or solici-
tation by reason of his being an enemy alien.
(c) Any person who has been proved guilty of
wilful desertion.
(d) Any person whose only service in the armed
forces of the United States consists of his service as
a member of the coast guard auxiliary or as a
temporary member of the coast guard reserve, or
both.
(e) Any person whose last discharge or release
from the armed forces is dishonorable.
"Armed forces" shall include army, navy, marine
corps, air force and coast guard.
"Active service in the armed forces", as used in
this clause shall not include active duty for training
in the army national guard or air national guard or
active duty for training as a reservist in the armed
forces of the United States.
Forty-fourth, "Registered mail", when used with
reference to the sending of notice or of any article
having no intrinsic value shall include certified
mail.
Forty-fifth, "Pledge", "Mortgage", "Conditional
Sale", "Lien", "Assignment" and like terms, when
used in referring to a security interest in personal
property shall include a corresponding type of se-
curity interest under chapter one hundred and six
of the General Laws, the Uniform Commercial
Code.
Forty-sixth, "Forester", "state forester" and
"state fire warden" shall mean the commissioner
of environmental management or his designee.
Forty-seventh, "Fire fighter", "fireman" or "per-
manent member of a fire department", shall in-
clude the chief or other uniformed officer perform-
ing similar duties, however entitled, and all other
fire officers of a fire department, including, without
limitation, any permanent crash crewman, crash
boatman, fire controlman or assistant fire control-
man employed at the General Edward Lawrence
Logan International Airport, or members of the
Massachusetts military reservation fire department.
Forty-eighth, "Minor" shall mean any person
under eighteen years of age.
Forty-ninth, "Full age" shall mean eighteen
years of age or older.
Fiftieth, "Adult" shall mean any person who has
attained the age of eighteen.
Fifty-first, "Age of majority" shall mean eighteen
years of age.
Fifty-second, "Superior court" shall mean the
superior court department of the trial court, or a
session thereof for holding court.
Fifty-third, "Land court" shall mean the land
court department of the trial court, or a session
thereof for holding court.
Fifty-fourth, "Probate court", "court of insolven-
cy" or "probate and insolvency court" shall mean a
division of the probate and family court depart-
ment of the trial court, or a session thereof for
holding court.
Fifty-fifth, "Housing court" shall mean a division
of the housing court department of the trial court,
or a session thereof for holding court.
Fifty-sixth, "District court" or "municipal court"
shall mean a division of the district court depart-
ment of the trial court, or a session thereof for
holding court, except that when the context means
something to the contrary, said words shall include
the Boston municipal court department.
Fifty-seventh, "Municipal court of the city of
Boston" shall mean the Boston municipal court
department of the trial court, or a session thereof
for holding court.
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Fifty-eighth, "Juvenile court" shall mean a divi-
sion of the juvenile court department of the trial
court, or a session thereof for holding court.
Amended by St.1934, c. 283; St.1935, c. 26; St.1936, c.
180; St.1937, c. 38; St.1938, c. 245; St.1941, c. 91, § 1;
St.1941, c. 509, § 1; St.1945, c. 242, § 1; St.1945, c.
637, § 1; St.1946, c. 190; St.1948, c. 241; St.1951, c.
215, § 1; St.1953, c. 319, § 2; St.1954, c. 128, § 1;
St.1954, c. 627, § 1; St.1955, c. 99, §§ 1, 2; St.1955, c.
403, § 1; St.1955, c. 683; St. 1956, c. 281, §§ 1, 2;
St.1957, c. 164, § 1; St.1957, c. 765, § 3; St.1958, c.
140; St.1958, c. 626, § 1; St.1960, c. 299; St.1960, c.
544, § 1; St.1960, c. 812, § 1; St.1962, c. 427, § 1;
St.1962, c. 616, § 1; St.1964, c. 322; St.1965, c. 875,
§§ 1,2; St.1966, c. 716; St.1967, c. 437; St.1967, c. 844,
§ 23; St.1968, c. 24, § 1; St.1968, c. 531, § 1; St.1969,
c. 544, § 1; St.1969, c. 831, § 2; St.1970, c. 215, § 1;
St.1973, c. 925, § 1; St.1973, c. 1050, § 1; St.1974, c.
205, § 1; St.1974, c. 493, § 1; St.1975, c. 706, § 2;
St.1976, c. 112, § 1; St.1976, c. 156; St.1977, c. 130;
St.1977, c. 691, § 1; St.1977, c. 977; St.1978, c. 12;
St.1978, c. 247; St.1978, c. 478, § 2; St.1979, c. 230;
St.1982, c. 189, § 2; St.1983, c. 113; St.1984, c. 363,
§§ 1 to 4; St.1985, c. 114; St.1985, c. 220; St.1985, c.
451, § 1; St.1986, c. 534, §§ 1, 2; St.1987, c. 465, §§ 1,
1A; St.1987, c. 522, § 1; St.1987, c. 587, § 1; St.1988, c.
180, § 1; St.1989, c. 665, § 1; St.1991, c. 109, §§ 1, 2;
St.1992, c. 133, § 169; St.1992, c. 286, § 1; St.1992, c.
403, § 1; St.1996, c. 204, § 3; St. 1996, c. 450, §§ 1 to 4;
St.2002, c. 313, § 1; St.2004, c. 116, § 1, eff. Aug. 26,
2004; St.2004, c. 122, § 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2004; St.2004, c.
149, § 8, eff. July 1, 2004; St.2004, c. 349, eff. Dec. 15,
2004; St.2005, c. 130, § 1, eff. Nov. 11, 2005; St.2007, c.
109 § 1, eff. Dec. 5, 2007; St.2008, c. 176, § 2, eff. July
8, 2008; St.2008, c. 308, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2008; St.2008,
c. 445, § 1, eff. Mar. 30, 2009; St.2010, c. 131, § 5, eff.
July 1, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1832,c. 2,§ 6, cl. 17.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 4.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 5.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 6.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 7.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 9.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 10.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 11.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 12.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 13.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 14.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 16.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 18.
R.S.1836, c. 60, § 32.
R.S.1836, c. 61, § 13.
R.S.1836, c. 79, § 34.
St. 1837, c. 52.
St.1856, c. 113, § 1.
G.S.1860, c. 2, § 24.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 4.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 5.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 6.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 7.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 8.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 9.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 10.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 11.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 12.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 13.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 14.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 16.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 17.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 18.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 19.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 20.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 21.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, els. 12,22.
St.1875, c. 209, §§ 6, 10.
St.l880,c. 32.
St.l881,c. 71.
P.S.1882, c. 2, § 34.
P.S.1882.C. 3, § 3.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 6.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 7.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 8.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 9.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 11.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 12.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 13.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 14.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 15.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 16.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 17.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 18.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 20.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 21.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 22.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 23.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 24.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 25.
P.S.1882, c. 29, §§ 2, 3.
St. 1882, c. 49.
St.1883, c. 127.
St.1887, c. 263.
St.1894, c. 130, § 4.
St.1894, c. 317, § 21, cl. 2, f.
St.1894, c. 522, § 34, cl. 4.
St.1895, c. 164.
St.1895, c. 419, § 1.
St.1896, c. 162, § 1.
St.1897, c. 439, § 1.
R.L.1901,c. 8, § 5, cl. 9.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 1.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 2.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 3.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 4.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 5.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 7.
R.L.1902, c.
R.L.1902, c.
R.L.1902, c.
R.L.1902, c.
§ 5, cl. 8.
§ 5, cl. 11.
, § 5, cl. 12.
, § 5, cl. 14.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 15.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 16.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 17.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 18.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 20.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 21.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 22.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 23.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 24.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 25.
R.L.1902, c. 35, § 5.
R.L.1902, c. 113, § 10.
St.1905, c. 211,§ 1.
St. 1908, c. 590, §§ 1,69.
St.1910, c. 473.
St.l911,c. 136.
St.1912, c. 445, § 1.
St.l913,c. 835, § 1.
St.1916, c. 104, § 1.
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STATUTES
St.1917, c. 19.
St.1918, c. 257, § 476
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2.
St. 1920, c. 164.
St.l921,c. 486, § 1.
St. 1924, c. 360.
St. 1924, c. 404, § 1.
St.1928, c. 192, § 3.
St.1928, c. 235.
St.1929, c. 377, § 1.
St.l931,c. 394, § 208
St. 1931, c. 426, § 127,
§ 8. Construction of special acts authorizing
municipalities to incur indebtedness
In construing any special act authorizing a city,
town or district to incur indebtedness for a speci-
fied purpose to a limited amount, such limitation of
amount shall be deemed to apply only to the in-
debtedness authorized by the special act, and not to
affect any other power which the city, town or
district may have to incur indebtedness for said
purpose under any other provisions of law; and in
special acts authorizing loans to be payable by
4 §9
proportionate payments, such provision shall be
construed to mean payments as nearly equal in
amount as is possible without unreasonable frac-
tions, but no payment of the principal shall be
greater than any preceding payment.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1913, c. 648.
St. 1926, c. 56.
§ 9. Time for performance of acts performable
on Sunday or holiday
Except as otherwise provided, when the day or
the last day for the performance of any act, includ-
ing the making of any payment or tender of pay-
ment, authorized or required by statute or by con-
tract, falls on Sunday or a legal holiday, the act
may, unless it is specifically authorized or required
to be performed on Sunday or on a legal holiday,
be performed on the next succeeding business day.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1907, c. 204.
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CHAPTER 7
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE
Selected sections
Section
22A. Collective purchasing by commonwealth and polit-
ical subdivisions.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 22A. Collective purchasing by common-
wealth and political subdivisions
Notwithstanding any general or special law relat-
ing to collective purchasing, but subject to all other
laws regulating public purchases and competitive
bidding, the commonwealth and 1 or more of its
cities, towns, districts, counties, authorities or com-
monwealth or Horace Mann charter schools, or 2
or more cities, towns, districts, counties, authori-
ties or commonwealth or Horace Mann charter
schools, hereinafter called political subdivisions,
may make purchases of materials, supplies, equip-
ment or services through the state purchasing
agent subject to such rules, regulations and proce-
dures as may be established from time to time by
the purchasing agent; provided, however, that the
political subdivision shall accept sole responsibility
for any payment due the vendor for its share of
such purchase.
Added by St.1973, c. 720, § 2. Amended by St.1974, c.
114, § 1; St.2010, c. 12, § 1, eff. Jan. 19, 2010.
Section
22B. Collective purchasing by political subdivisions.
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 22B. Collective purchasing by political subdi-
visions
Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law
relating to collective purchasing, but subject, how-
ever, to all other laws regulating public purchases
and competitive bidding, any two or more political
subdivisions, as defined in section twenty-two A,
may join together for the purpose of obtaining and
accepting competitive bids on similar items of ma-
terials, supplies, equipment or services which they
intend to purchase, provided that each political
subdivision shall accept sole responsibility for any
payment due the vendor for its share of such pur-
chase. No political subdivision which serves as a
purchasing agent under the provisions of this sec-
tion shall be liable solely by reason of its actions as
such agent for any claim based upon a breach of
warranty or defects in the design, manufacture or
installation of the materials, supplies or equipment
purchased pursuant to this section.
Added by St.1973, c. 720, § 2. Amended by St.1974, c.
114, § 2; St. 1987, c. 152.
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CHAPTER 10
DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE TREASURER
Selected section
Section
58. Local and regional cultural councils.
The section headings for the General Laws
§ 58. Local and regional cultural councils
Any city or town may establish a local cultural
council and any consortium of cities and towns,
with the approval of the council, may establish a
regional cultural council. Local cultural councils
shall consist of at least five and not more than
twenty-two members to be appointed by the mayor
of a city, the city manager in a city having a Plan D
or E form of government, the board of selectmen of
a town or the executive officer in a town having a
town council form of government.
Regional cultural councils shall consist of an
equal number of members to be appointed from
each city or town within the consortium in the
manner herein described. The regional cultural
council may adopt, at its option, a proportional
membership consistent with the population of each
municipality; provided, however, that each munic-
ipality shall have at least one member; and provid-
ed, further, that the adoption of such option shall
be by a two-thirds vote of the regional cultural
council. Notwithstanding any provisions to the
contrary, if the council deems it necessary or desir-
able in order to carry out the purposes of this
section and sections fifty-six and fifty-seven, the
council may certify for payment in accordance with
the provisions of section fifty-six those applications
for funds received from any local or regional cul-
tural councils whose composition is determined by
the council as not complying with the provisions of
this section, provided that upon notice of such
noncompliance, such local or regional cultural
council, or its appointing authority, as the case
may be, either cures such noncompliance or pro-
vides certification satisfactory to the council of how
and by when such compliance will be achieved.
Members of the local and regional cultural coun-
cil shall be appointed for staggered terms of three
years and any such member shall not be appointed
to more than two consecutive terms. Members
shall have demonstrated scholarship or creativity
in, or distinguished service to, the arts, humanities,
or interpretive sciences.
in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
Upon a vacancy, for any reason, the member's
successor, if any, shall be appointed for a term of
three years, and shall serve until the qualification
of such member's successor. Members shall not be
elected public officials. Members shall be consid-
ered to be special municipal employees for the
purposes of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight A.
For purposes of chapter two hundred and sixty-
eight A, any local or regional cultural council
member who is authorized thereby to make disclo-
sure to such member's city or town clerk or ap-
pointing authority, or to request a determination
from such member's appointing authority, or to
seek approval from the local legislative body may
in lieu thereof, disclose to, or seek such approval
from the council, and the council is authorized to
receive such disclosure and approve such exemp-
tions. Local and regional cultural council mem-
bers shall be classified as officers for purposes of
section thirteen of chapter two hundred and fifty-
eight. Members shall serve without compensation
but shall be reimbursed for their expenses actually
and necessarily incurred in the discharge of their
duties. Local and regional cultural councils shall
annually elect a chairman, secretary and treasurer.
Local and regional cultural councils may estab-
lish administrative units, but no such cultural
council shall utilize more than five percent of the
monies received from the State Arts Lottery Fund
for administrative purposes, including member ex-
penses.
Subject to rules, regulations, rulings or guide-
lines of the council, such local or regional cultural
councils may decide the distribution of arts lottery
funds or other funds that may be allocable to them,
may also conduct other activities to promote and
encourage the arts, may enter into contracts, sub-
ject to approval of town counsel or city solicitor as
to form, and may do and perform any and all acts
which may be necessary or desirable to carry out
such powers and the purposes of sections fifty-six
to fifty-eight, inclusive. Nothing in the provisions
of section twenty-seven of chapter ten shall prevent
17
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a local or regional cultural council or an arts
organization, or their agents or employees, from
encouraging the sale of lottery tickets for the arts
nor from being licensed as agents to sell lottery
tickets for the arts. Notwithstanding the provi-
sions of section fifty-three A of chapter forty-four,
local and regional cultural councils may accept
grants, contributions, gifts, bequests, devises, and
other donations from all sources, including govern-
mental bodies and shall deposit such monies and
any other revenues, including revenues derived
from local or regional cultural councils activities,
in the revolving fund established under the provi-
sions of this section. Funds received from sources
other than the arts lottery fund may be disbursed at
the discretion of the local or regional cultural
council for the same purposes as arts lottery funds,
including administrative expenses, provided, how-
ever, that the council may by rule, regulation, rul-
ing or guideline establish further clarification of
such purposes as well as procedures to assure that
such funds are so used.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-
three of chapter forty-four, any city, town or con-
sortium of cities and towns otherwise pursuant to
the provisions of section four A of chapter forty,
shall establish in the city or town treasury, or in
one of the cities or towns in the consortium a
revolving account which shall be kept separate and
apart from all other monies by the treasurer and in
which shall be deposited all receipts from the state
arts lottery fund, distributed under the provisions
of section fifty-six, and any other receipts or dona-
tions to the local or regional cultural council au-
thorized by law. A treasurer of a city, town or
regional consortium as custodian may invest such
portion of cash as deemed not required until such
funds are to be expended and in such investments
as are authorized under the provisions of section
fifty-five of chapter forty-four. All such funds, in-
cluding interest earned thereon, may be expended
at the direction of the local or regional cultural
council, without further appropriation, and such
council may establish a subcommittee of no less
than two members and may delegate thereto its
authority to approve all payrolls, bills, requests for
payment, or accounts prior to submission to the
accountant, auditor or official performing similar
functions; provided, however, that such subcom-
mittee shall make available to such council at its
next meeting, a record of such actions of such
subcommittee; and provided further, however, that
such funds as shall not have been expended twelve
months after receipt shall be segregated and sub-
ject to further appropriation by the mayor, city
council, city manager, board of selectmen or town
manager for the purposes provided in sections fifty-
six to fifty-eight inclusive. The city auditor, town
accountant, or officer having similar duties, shall
submit annually a report of said, revolving fund to
the mayor, city council, city manager, board of
selectmen, or town manager for their review and a
copy of said report shall be submitted to the di-
rector of the bureau of accounts and the council.
Added by St. 1989, c. 653, § 15. Amended by St. 1992, c.
133, § 203.
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CHAPTER 16
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
Selected section
Section
2 4A. Taxation of private resource recovery facilities or
landfills.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 24A. Taxation of private resource recovery
facilities or landfills
The operator of a privately owned or operated
resource recovery facility or landfill shall pay to the
city or town in which the facility or landfill is
located a tax of one dollar per ton of solid waste
processed at the facility. Said tax shall be in-
creased every January first, effective January first,
nineteen hundred and eighty-one by the percentage
increase of the Boston Consumer Price Index for
all urban consumers for the twelve month period
ending the previous October first. Such tax shall
be in lieu of all taxes, fees, charges or assessments
imposed by the city or town in which the facility or
landfill is located, except for real estate taxes im-
posed solely upon the land on which the said
facility or landfill is located. For purposes of this
section, a solid waste disposal facility or resource
recovery facility shall not include a transfer station.
Added by St. 1975, c. 500, § 3. Amended by St. 1982, c.
551; St.1987, c. 584, § 2.
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CHAPTER 20
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
Selected sections
Section
23. Program to assist in acquisition of agricultural pres-
ervation restrictions.
24. Agricultural lands preservation committee.
Section
25. Annual report of agricultural lands preservation
committee.
26. Property tax assessment of land under agricultural
preservation restrictions.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied,
§ 23. Program to assist in acquisition of agri-
cultural preservation restrictions
(a) The secretary of environmental affairs shall
establish a program to assist the commonwealth in
the acquisition of agricultural preservation restric-
tions as defined in section 31 of chapter 184, for
land actively devoted to agricultural or horticultur-
al uses as defined in sections 1 to 5, inclusive, of
chapter 61 A. The commissioner of agricultural
resources may from funds appropriated to carry
out this section, or received from other sources,
pay any agricultural land owner for a project sub-
mitted by a city or town and approved by the
agricultural lands preservation committee estab-
lished by section 24 such amount as is determined
by the agricultural lands preservation committee to
be equitable in consideration of anticipated benefits
from such project but not to exceed the difference
between the fair market value of such land and the
fair market value of such land restricted for agri-
cultural purposes pursuant to this section. Title to
agricultural preservation restrictions shall be held
in the name of the commonwealth; provided, how-
ever, that a city or town in which such land is
located which provides assistance satisfactory to
the agricultural lands preservation committee, in-
cluding but not limited to providing of funds or
portions thereof toward the purchase of such re-
striction, the providing of legal services and the
enforcement of the preservation restriction, shall
hold title to such land jointly with the common-
wealth. Projects shall be administered by conser-
vation commissions in cities and towns in which
such commissions have been established, or in a
city, by the city council or its delegated agency
subject to the provisions of the city charter, or in a
town, by the board of selectmen or its delegated
agency. The commissioner, subject to the approval
of the secretary, shall establish procedures for
management of such program.
(b) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary, the department of agricultural re-
sources, with the approval of the co-holder, if any,
in its sole discretion, may grant to any owner of
land subject to an agricultural preservation restric-
tion held by the commonwealth a nonassignable
special permit allowing nonagricultural activities
to occur on the agricultural preservation restriction
land, provided: (1) the land is being actively uti-
lized for full-time commercial agriculture; (2) the
permit is for a maximum of 5 years duration,
which may, at the discretion of the department, be
renewed; and (3) the agricultural lands preserva-
tion committee finds that the grant of a special
permit will not defeat or derogate from the intent
and purposes of retaining the land for agricultural
use and preserving the natural agricultural re-
sources of the commonwealth and that the agricul-
tural preservation restriction owner meets all re-
quirements pertaining to special permits contained
in the agricultural preservation restriction agree-
ment form presently utilized by the commonwealth
at the time of application for the special permit.
Added by St. 2003, c. 26, § 62, eff. July 1, 2003.
§ 24. Agricultural lands preservation commit-
tee
(a) There shall be an agricultural lands preserva-
tion committee in the department of agricultural
resources, the members of which shall be the com-
missioner of agricultural resources, who shall be
chairman, the secretary of environmental affairs,
the director of housing and community develop-
ment, the director of the office of state planning,
the chairman of the board of agricultural resources
or their respective designees, and 4 members ap-
pointed by the governor, 2 of whom shall be own-
ers and operators of farms within the common-
wealth. Members appointed by the governor shall
receive $50 for each day or portion thereof spent in
discharge of their official duties not to exceed $600
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annually and shall be reimbursed for the necessary
expenses incurred. The dean of the college of food
and natural resources of the University of Massa-
chusetts and the state conservationist of the United
States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation
Service, or their respective designees, shall serve as
nonvoting members.
(b) The committee shall evaluate and accept or
reject projects submitted by cities and towns. In
so evaluating, the committee shall consider at a
minimum the following:
(1) the suitability of land as to soil classification
and other criteria for agricultural use;
(2) the fair market value of such land and the
fair market value of such land when used for
agricultural purposes as determined by indepen-
dent appraisals; and
(3) the degree to which the acquisition would
serve to preserve the agricultural potential of the
commonwealth.
(c) The commissioner of agricultural resources
may establish such rules and regulations as may be
deemed necessary to carry out this section.
(d) Each member of the committee appointed by
the governor shall be appointed for a term of 4
years, and until his successor is qualified. Of the
first such members appointed, 1 shall serve for a
term of 1 year; 1 shall serve for a term of 2 years;
1 shall serve for a term of 3 years; 1 shall serve for
a term of 4 years. A person appointed to fill a
vacancy shall serve for the unexpired term of such
vacancy. Any member may be eligible for reap-
pointment.
Added by St. 2003, c. 26, § 62, eff. July 1, 2003.
§ 25. Annual report of agricultural lands pres-
ervation committee
The agricultural lands preservation committee
shall prepare an annual report. The report shall
include the number and geographic distribution of
applications accepted and rejected, the acreage
and costs of purchases, and such other information
as will enable the program to be evaluated.
Added by St. 2003, c. 26, § 62, eff. July 1, 2003.
§ 26. Property tax assessment of land under
agricultural preservation restrictions
Land under agricultural preservation restric-
tions, while actively devoted to agricultural, horti-
cultural or agricultural and horticultural use as
defined in sections 1 to 5, inclusive, of chapter 61 A,
shall be assessed for general property tax purposes
at values no greater than those determined by the
methods and provisions of section 10 of said chap-
ter 61 A.
Added by St.2003, c. 26, § 62, eff. July 1, 2003.
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CHAPTER 23A
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Selected sections
Section
3D. Economic target areas.
3E. Economic opportunity areas.
The section headings for the General Laws i
§ 3D. Economic target areas
The EACC may from time to time designate one
or more areas of the commonwealth as ETAs, and
take any and all actions necessary or appropriate
thereto, upon compliance with the following:
(a) receipt of a municipal application requesting
such designation and representing therein that the
municipality, based on its own independent investi-
gation, has determined that the area proposed for
designation and comprised of three or more contig-
uous census tracts or one or more contiguous mu-
nicipalities, in their entirety and either;
(i) has an unemployment rate that exceeds the
statewide average by at least twenty-five percent;
or
(ii) satisfies at least one of the following criteria:
(A) if the municipality is located in a metropoli-
tan area as defined by the EACC, then at least fifty-
one percent of the households in the area proposed
for designation have household incomes that are
below eighty percent of the median income for
households in the metropolitan area in which said
municipality is located;
(B) if the municipality is not located in a metro-
politan area as defined by the EACC, then at least
fifty-one percent of the households in the area
proposed for the designation have household in-
comes that are below eighty percent of the median
income for households (i) in the commonwealth, or
(ii) in such applicable non-metropolitan area cate-
gory as the EACC may from time to time establish
or employ;
(C) has a poverty rate which is at least twenty
percent higher than the average poverty rate for
the commonwealth;
(D) if the municipality has experienced a plant
closing or permanent layoffs, or military base clos-
ing resulting in job loss of two thousand or more
within the four years prior to designation as an
ETA;
n this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
(E) is located in a community or labor market
area which has a distress factor greater than one
and thirty-three one hundredths, as defined in sec-
tion three A;
(F) if within the municipality there is an area
owned by a state agency or authority authorized
and established under the laws of the common-
wealth which exceeds fifty acres and such land has,
within the past ten years, been used to manufacture
or repair maritime vessels and is zoned for devel-
opment or industrial use which the municipality
would like to designate as an ETA to develop and
return to the tax rolls, and is not being developed
or used by such agency or authority;
(G) the designated area has a commercial vacan-
cy rate of 20 per cent or more; or
(H) the municipality has sited within it a genera-
tion facility, as defined pursuant to section 1 of
chapter 164, which has a market value at the time
of sale that is at least 50 per cent less than its
current net book value.
CO the area has sited within it a facility of at
least 1,000,000 square feet, which facility would
qualify as an abandoned building within the mean-
ing of 380 of chapter 63; or
(J) the area has sited within it a development
project of at least 200 acres to be used for the
establishment of a regional technology center with
the capability of supporting the build-out of 3,000,-
000 square feet of commercial or industrial space;
(K.) the area has been designated by the munici-
pality as an area with potential for the development
of a Class I renewable energy generating sources,
as defined by section 1 IF of chapter 2 5A.
(b) approval of the municipal application by the
EACC; provided, however, that the EACC shall
find, based on the information submitted in sup-
port of the municipal application and such addi-
tional investigation as the EACC shall make, and
incorporate in its minutes, that the area or areas
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proposed for designation in said application com-
port with the definition of an ETA as set forth in,
clauses (i) to (iii), inclusive, of paragraph (a); pro-
vided, further, that such decision shall be effective
as specified by the EACC; provided, further, that
the statistical criteria employed by the EACC in
making such designation shall be the most recent
data available as of the date of such decision;
provided, further, that the EACC shall be under
no obligation to revoke or modify any designation
because of changes in statistical data which are
published subsequent to a designation decision;
and, provided further, that in the event the statis-
tical categories incorporated by reference as
aforesaid are subsequently materially altered or
superseded by the publishers thereof, the EACC is
authorized and directed to develop or employ new
categories of statistical criteria which most nearly
comport with the aforesaid referenced criteria;
provided, that said new categories of statistical
criteria shall become effective when approved by
the director of economic development.
Added by St. 1993, c. 19, § 4. Amended by St. 1996, c.
450, § 57; St. 1997, c. 164, §§ 21, 22; St. 1998, c. 161.
§ 115; St.1998, c. 194, § 67; St.1998, c. 463, § 22;
St.2008, c. 169, § 8, eff. July 2, 2008.
§ 3E. Economic opportunity areas
The EACC may from time to time designate one
or more areas of an ETA as an EOA, and take any
and all actions necessary or appropriate thereto,
upon compliance with the following:
(1) receipt of a municipal application requesting
such designation for a specified period of years,
which shall be not less than five years nor more
than twenty years, and representing that the mu-
nicipality, based on its own independent investiga-
tion, has determined that the area proposed for
designation:
(a) is wholly within an area designated as an
ETA pursuant to section three D;
(b) conforms to the definition of a "blighted
open area", "decadent area", or "substandard
area" as set forth in section one of chapter one
hundred and twenty-one A or has experienced a
plant closing or permanent layoff resulting in a job
loss of two thousand or more within the four years
prior to designation as an EOA or the municipality
has sited within it a generation facility, as defined
pursuant to section 1 of chapter 164, which has a
market value at the time of sale that is at least 50
per cent less than its current net book value; and
(c) satisfies such additional mandatory or per-
missive criteria as may be prescribed from time to
time by the EACC; and
(2) receipt with the municipal application of the
following documents:
(a) a detailed map of the area proposed for des-
ignation, which clearly delineates and identifies
such area and which indicates with particularity
existing streets, highways, waterways, natural
boundaries and other physical features;
(b) a statement describing the economic develop-
ment goals of the municipality for the area pro-
posed for designation for the five year period sub-
sequent to the date on which the application is
submitted;
(c) a statement which describes the manner and
extent to which the municipality shall provide for
an increase in the efficiency of the delivery of local
services within the area proposed for designation;
(d) a plan, if any, to link the municipality's
choice of banking institutions to the performance
of such institutions in complying with the require-
ments of the community reinvestment act;
(e) a proposal which identifies an individual who
shall be authorized to review and approve project
proposals for and on behalf of the municipality and
the standards and procedures to be employed
thereby; and
(f) in the case of a municipal application submit-
ted, in whole or in part, by a municipality with a
population in excess of fifty thousand people ac-
cording to the most recent United States census, an
economic development plan submitted by said mu-
nicipality which contains the following elements:
(i) a proposal which provides for streamlined
licensing procedures for certified projects within
the area proposed for designation;
(ii) a proposal which provides for the provision
of adequate infrastructure support, including trans-
portation access, water and sewer hook-ups, light-
ing, and other utilities, to and for certified projects
within the area proposed for designation;
(iii) a statement which describes the municipali-
ty's proposals to secure access to publicly or pri-
vately sponsored training programs to be made
available to employees of certified projects, or oth-
ers who reside in the ETA which contains the area
proposed for designation; and
(iv) a plan by which the municipality shall in-
crease the level of involvement by private persons
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and community development organizations in the
economic revitalization of the area proposed for
designation, which may include commitments from
private persons to provide jobs and job training to
residents and employees who work, or who will
work, for certified projects in the area proposed for
designation; and
(g) such additional documentation or informa-
tion as may be prescribed by the EACC; and
(3) receipt with the municipal application of a
binding written offer from the municipality, subject
only to acceptance by the EACC through designa-
tion of the area proposed therefor, in the municipal
application as an EOA, to provide to certified pro-
jects within the project EOA and pursuant to sec-
tion fifty-nine of chapter forty either tax increment
financing or a special tax assessment as follows:
(a) for the purposes of the provision of tax incre-
ment financing, said binding written offer shall
contain a tax increment financing plan adopted in
accordance with the provisions of, section fifty-nine
of chapter forty; provided, however, that the tax
incremental financing zone proposed in such plan
shall in addition satisfy the requirements set forth
in paragraph (1) of this section;
(b) for the purposes of the provision of a special
tax assessment, said binding written offer shall set
forth the following assessment schedule for each
parcel of real property in and on which is located,
and which is otherwise a part of, a certified project
in the project EOA:
(i) in the first year, an assessment of zero per-
cent of the actual assessed valuation of the parcel;
provided, that such assessment shall be granted for
the year designated in the binding written offer;
(ii) in the second year, an assessment of up to
twenty-five percent of the actual assessed valuation
of the parcel;
(iii) in the third year, an assessment of up to fifty
percent of the actual assessed valuation of the
parcel;
(iv) in the fourth year, an assessment of up to
seventy-five percent of the actual assessed valua-
tion of the parcel;
(v) in subsequent years, assessment of up to one
hundred percent of the actual assessed valuation of
the parcel.
For the purposes of this clause the term "munici-
pality's fiscal year" shall refer to a period of three
hundred and sixty-five days beginning, in the first
instance, with the, calendar year in which the
assessed property is purchased or acquired or the
calendar year in which the assessed property is
designated as an EOA, whichever is last to occur;
provided, further, that no such written offer from a
municipality shall be considered to be binding as
aforesaid unless and until it is authorized.
(4) approval of the municipal application by the
EACC, provided that the EACC shall find, based on
the information submitted in support of the munici-
pal application and such additional investigation as
the EACC shall make, and incorporate in its min-
utes, that:
(a) the area or areas proposed for designation in
said application comport with the definition of an
EOA as set forth in clauses (a) to (c), inclusive, of
paragraph (1); provided, however, that such deci-
sion shall be effective as specified by the EACC;
provided, further, that the statistical criteria em-
ployed by the EACC in making its decision hereun-
der shall be the most recent data available as of the
date of such decision; provided, further, that the
EACC shall be under no obligation to withdraw or
rescind any such designations because of changes
in said statistical data which are published subse-
quent to such decision; provided, further, that in
the event the statistical categories incorporated by
reference in said clauses (a) to (c), inclusive, of said
paragraph (1) are subsequently materially altered
or superseded by the publishers thereof, the EACC
is authorized and directed to develop or employ
new categories of statistical criteria which most
nearly comport with those incorporated by refer-
ence as aforesaid; and provided, further, that said
new categories of statistical criteria shall become
effective when approved by the director of econom-
ic development;
(b) the documents required pursuant to clauses
(a) to (g), inclusive, of paragraph (2) are final and
complete and otherwise satisfactory;
(c) the binding offer of the municipality complies
with the requirements of paragraph (3); and
(d) the request for designation as set forth in the
municipal application, in its entirety and including
all documents and materials submitted therewith,
will if approved, have a reasonable probability of
inducing businesses to locate or expand within the
area proposed for designation and thereby increase
the prospects of achieving economic stability and
reducing chronic unemployment in said area; pro-
vided, however, that (i) in evaluating requests for
designation pursuant to this clause the EACC may,
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subject to such criteria as it shall prescribe, consid-
er and rank the relative merits of municipal appli-
cations, ascribing to each a total score which re-
flects the considered judgment of the EACC as to
the prospects and degree to which said applica-
tions, if approved, will further the public purposes
set forth in this clause; (ii) the EACC shall, if and
as directed by the director of economic develop-
ment, establish an application process pursuant to
which municipal applications are reviewed in a
competitive fashion; (iii) the EACC shall work with
interested municipalities to assist such municipali-
ties to understand the purpose and requirements of
the application process and how to best exploit the
economic development potential of an affirmative
designation decision and, further, to minimize the
administrative burden associated with such appli-
cation process; and (iv) the EACC shall, through
regulations or otherwise, tailor its program specifi-
cations to maximize the extent to which the com-
monwealth's economic opportunity area program
can benefit from similar programs sponsored by
the federal government and if necessary or appro-
priate, file legislation with the general court which
seeks amendments designed to serve such purpose.
An EOA shall retain its designation for at least
five years and not more than twenty years from the
date it is so designated, as determined by the
EACC, unless such designation is revoked prior to
the expiration of the specified period; provided,
however, that the EACC shall not specify a dura-
tion in excess of that requested in the municipal
application. The designation of an EOA may be
revoked only by the EACC, and only upon the
following grounds: (a) upon the petition of the
municipality which requested the designation
which petition satisfies the authorization require-
ments for a municipal application, and which peti-
tion shall be granted as a matter of course; or (b) if
the EACC determines, based on its own investiga-
tion, that plans and commitments incorporated
with the municipal application for such designation
are materially at variance with the conduct of the
municipality subsequent to the designation and
such variance is found to frustrate the public pur-
pose which such designation was intended to ad-
vance. Any such revocation shall only be applied
prospectively to deny certification to any projects
located or to be located in such EOA and not
certified prior to such revocation and shall not
apply to, nor revoke any benefits due to or which
may become due to, any certified project already in
existence in said EOA, including but without limi-
tation any benefits included in any plans and com-
mitments incorporated with the municipal applica-
tion for such designation; provided, however, that
in no event shall a certified project receive any
benefits arising from its status as a certified project
for a period of longer than that specified by the
EACC in its certification designation, including any
renewals thereof, or twenty years, whichever peri-
od is of shorter duration. The EACC shall review
the designation of each EOA at least once every
two years. No designation of an area as an EOA
may be renewed or extended except pursuant to
the provisions of paragraphs (1) to (4), inclusive.
No renewal shall be granted for a period to exceed,
when combined with the durations of all prior
periods of designation, twenty years.
(5) notwithstanding any provisions of sections
three to three H, inclusive, the EACC shall not
designate nor shall there exist at any one time
more than 40 Economic Target Areas. The limita-
tions imposed by this section shall not apply to the
EACC in its designation of communities applying
for designation under the federal empowerment
zones and enterprise communities program, so
called, or to communities applying for economic
target area designation that qualify under the crite-
ria set forth in subclauses (/) and (J) of clause (ii)
of paragraph (a) of section 3D.
Added by St. 1993, c. 19, § 4. Amended by St.1993, c.
110, § 76; St. 1994, c. 126, § 7; St.1997, c. 164, § 23;
St. 1998, c. 161, § 116; St.1998, c. 194, § 67A; St.2006,
c. 301, eff. Dec. 18,2006.
25
CHAPTER 25A
DIVISION OF ENERGY RESOURCES
Chapter 25A of the General Laws was added by St. 1979, c. 796, § 4. Title of chapter was amended
by St. 1992, c. 286, § 71.
Selected section
Section
1 IF. Renewable energy portfolio standard for retail
electricity suppliers.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 11F. Renewable energy portfolio standard
for retail electricity suppliers
(a) The department shall establish a renewable
energy portfolio standard for all retail electricity
suppliers selling electricity to end-use customers in
the commonwealth. By December 31, 1999, the
department shall determine the actual percentage
of kilowatt-hours sales to end-use customers in the
commonwealth which is derived from existing re-
newable energy generating sources. Every retail
supplier shall provide a minimum percentage of
kilowatt-hours sales to end-use customers in the
commonwealth from new renewable energy gener-
ating sources, according to the following schedule:
(1) an additional 1 per cent of sales by December
31, 2003, or 1 calendar year from the final day of
the first month in which the average cost of any
renewable technology is found to be within 10 per
cent of the overall average spot-market price per
kilowatt-hour for electricity in the commonwealth,
whichever is sooner; (2) an additional one-half of 1
per cent of sales each year thereafter until Decem-
ber 31, 2009; and (3) an additional 1 per cent of
sales every year thereafter. For the purpose of this
subsection, a new renewable energy generating
source is one that begins commercial operation
after December 31, 1997, or that represents an
increase in generating capacity after December 3 1
,
1997, at an existing facility. Commencing on Jan-
uary 1, 2009, such minimum percentage require-
ment shall be known as the "Class I" renewable
energy generating source requirement.
(b) For the purposes of this subsection, a renew-
able energy generating source is one which gener-
ates electricity using any of the following: (1) solar
photovoltaic or solar thermal electric energy; (2)
wind energy; (3) ocean thermal, wave or tidal
energy; (4) fuel cells utilizing renewable fuels; (5)
landfill gas; (6) waste-to-energy which is a compo-
nent of conventional municipal solid waste plant
technology in commercial use; (7) naturally flow-
ing water and hydroelectric; (8) low emission ad-
vanced biomass power conversion technologies us-
ing fuels such as wood, by-products or waste from
agricultural crops, food or animals, energy crops,
biogas, liquid biofuel including but not limited to
biodiesel, organic refuse-derived fuel, or algae; or
(9) geothermal energy; provided, however, that the
calculation of a percentage of kilowatt-hours sales
to end-use customers in the commonwealth from
new renewable generating sources shall exclude
clauses (6) and (7). The department may also
consider any previously operational biomass facili-
ty retrofitted with advanced conversion technolo-
gies as a renewable energy generating source. A
renewable energy generating source may be locat-
ed behind the customer meter within the ISO-NE,
as defined in section 1 of chapter 164, control area
if the output is verified by an independent verifica-
tion system participating in the New England Pow-
er Pool Generation Information System, in this
section called NEPOOL GIS, accounting system
and approved by the department.
(c) New renewable energy generating sources
meeting the requirements of this subsection shall
be known as Class I renewable energy generating
sources. For the purposes of this subsection, a
Class I renewable energy generating source is one
that began commercial operation after December
31,1 997, or represents the net increase from incre-
mental new generating capacity after December
31, 1997 at an existing facility, where the facility
generates electricity using any of the following: (1)
solar photovoltaic or solar thermal electric energy;
(2) wind energy; (3) ocean thermal, wave or tidal
energy; (4) fuel cells utilizing renewable fuels; (5)
landfill gas; (6) energy generated by new hydro-
electric facilities, or incremental new energy from
increased capacity or efficiency improvements at
existing hydroelectric facilities; provided, however,
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that (i) each such new facility or increased capacity
or efficiency at each such existing facility must
meet appropriate and site-specific standards that
address adequate and healthy river flows, water
quality standards, fish passage and protection
measures and mitigation and enhancement oppor-
tunities in the impacted watershed as determined
by the department in consultation with relevant
state and federal agencies having oversight and
jurisdiction over hydropower facilities; (ii) only
energy from new facilities having a capacity up to
25 megawatts or attributable to improvements that
incrementally increase capacity or efficiency by up
to 25 megawatts at an existing hydroelectric facility
shall qualify; and (iii) no such facility shall involve
pumped storage of water or construction of any
new dam or water diversion structure constructed
later than January 1, 1998; (7) low emission ad-
vanced biomass power conversion technologies us-
ing fuels such as wood, by-products or waste from
agricultural crops, food or animals, energy crops,
biogas, liquid biofuel including but not limited to
biodiesel, organic refuse-derived fuel, or algae; (8)
marine or hydrokinetic energy as defined in section
3; or (9) geothermal energy. A Class I renewable
generating source may be located behind the cus-
tomer meter within the ISO-NE control area if the
output is verified by an independent verification
system participating in the NEPOOL GIS account-
ing system and approved by the department.
(d) Every retail electric supplier providing ser-
vice under contracts executed or extended on or
after January 1, 2009, shall provide a minimum
percentage of kilowatt-hour sales to end-use cus-
tomers in the commonwealth from Class II renew-
able energy generating sources. For the purposes
of this section, a Class II renewable energy gener-
ating source is one that began commercial opera-
tion before December 31, 1997 and generates
electricity using any of the following: (1) solar
photovoltaic or solar thermal electric energy; (2)
wind energy; (3) ocean thermal, wave or tidal
energy; (4) fuel cells utilizing renewable fuels; (5)
landfill gas; (6) energy generated by existing hy-
droelectric facilities, provided that such existing
facility shall meet appropriate and site-specific
standards that address adequate and healthy river
flows, water quality standards, fish passage and
protection measures and mitigation and enhance-
ment opportunities in the impacted watershed as
determined by the department in consultation
with relevant state and federal agencies having
oversight and jurisdiction over hydropower facili-
ties; and provided further, that only energy from
existing facilities up to 5 megawatts shall be con-
sidered renewable energy and no such facility
shall involve pumped storage of water nor con-
struction of any new dam or water diversion
structure constructed later than January 1, 1998;
(7) waste-to-energy which is a component of con-
ventional municipal solid waste plant technology
in commercial use; (8) low emission advanced
biomass power conversion technologies using fu-
els such as wood, by-products or waste from agri-
cultural crops, food or animals, energy crops, bio-
gas, liquid biofuel including but not limited to
biodiesel, organic refuse-derived fuel, or algae; (9)
marine or hydrokinetic energy as defined in sec-
tion 3; or (10) geothermal energy. A facility in
clause (7) shall not be a Class II renewable gener-
ating source unless it operates or contracts for
one or more recycling programs approved by the
department of environmental protection. At least
50 per cent of any revenue received by the facility
through the sale of Massachusetts RPS-eligible re-
newable energy certificates shall be allocated to
such recycling programs. A Class II renewable
generating source may be located behind the cus-
tomer meter within the ISO-NE control area pro-
vided that the output is verified by an independent
verification system participating in the NEPOOL
GIS accounting system and approved by the de-
partment.
(e) Every retail supplier shall annually provide to
end-use customers in the commonwealth genera-
tion attributes from Class II energy facilities in an
amount approved by the department; provided,
however, that the department shall specify that a
certain percentage of these requirements shall be
met through energy generated from a specific tech-
nology or fuel type in subsection (d). Such mini-
mum percentage requirement for kilowatt-hour
sales from Class II energy generating sources may
be adjusted by the department as necessary to
promote the continued operation of existing energy
generating resources that meet the requirements of
said subsection (d), and may be met through kilo-
watt-hour sales to end-use customers from any
energy generating source meeting the requirements
of said subsection (d).
(f) After conducting administrative proceedings,
the department may add technologies or technolo-
gy categories to any list; provided, however, that
the following technologies shall not be considered
renewable energy supplies: coal, oil, natural gas
and nuclear power. The department shall estab-
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lish and maintain regulations allowing for a retail
supplier to discharge its obligations under this sec-
tion by making an alternative compliance payment
in an amount established by the department for
Class I and Class II renewable energy generating
sources. The department shall establish and main-
tain regulations outlining procedures by which
each retail supplier shall annually submit for the
department's review a filing illustrating the retail
supplier's compliance with the requirements of this
section.
(g) In satisfying its annual obligations under sub-
section (a), each retail supplier shall provide a
portion of the required minimum percentage of
kilowatt-hours sales from new on-site renewable
energy generating sources located in the common-
wealth and having a power production capacity of
not more than 6 megawatts which began commer-
cial operation after December 31, 2007, including,
but not limited to, behind the meter generation and
other similar categories of generation determined
by the department. The portion of the required
minimum percentage required to be supplied by
such on-site renewable energy generating sources
shall be established by the department; provided,
however, that the department may specify that a
certain percentage of these requirements shall be
met through energy generated from a specific tech-
nology or fuel type.
(h) The department shall adopt regulations al-
lowing for a retail supplier to discharge its obli-
gations under subsection (g) by making an alterna-
tive compliance payment in an amount established
by the department; provided, however, that the
department shall set on-site generation alternative
compliance payment rates at levels that shall stim-
ulate the development of new on-site renewable
energy generating sources.
(i) A municipal lighting plant shall be exempt
from the obligations under this section so long as
and insofar as it is exempt from the requirements
to allow competitive choice of generation supply
under section 47A of chapter 164.
Added by St. 1997, c. 164, § 50. Amended by St.2008, c.
169, § 32, eff. July 2, 2008; St.2010, c. 240, § 63, eff.
Aug. 1, 2010.
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Selected sections
Section
64B. Deferred compensation contracts between govern-
mental bodies and employees; investments.
Individual retirement accounts between govern-
mental bodies and employees.
64C.
Section
64D. Deferred compensation program, annuity or other
defined contribution plan; required partic-
ipation.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 64B. Deferred compensation contracts be-
tween governmental bodies and em-
ployees; investments
The treasurer or, if there is no treasurer, the
chief financial officer by whatever name that per-
son is called, on behalf of any political subdivision,
body politic and corporate, or public instrumentali-
ty created by the commonwealth or any county,
city or town or group thereof by whatever name
the body is called, including without limitation, an
agency, authority, board, corporation or district,
including also without limitation, any regional
school, police, fire, refuse or sewage district, and
hereinafter referred to as a "governmental body,"
which is not otherwise subject to any general or
special law authorizing deferred compensation
contracts with its employees, may contract with an
employee of such governmental body to defer a
portion of an employees compensation and may,
for the purposes of funding a deferred compensa-
tion program for said employee, established in ac-
cordance with the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, (the
"Code") invest the deferred portion of the employ-
ee's income in a life insurance or annuity contract,
mutual fund, or a bank investment trust. The
treasurer or chief financial officer shall, before
making any such investment, solicit bids from in-
surance companies authorized to conduct business
within the commonwealth pursuant to chapter one
hundred and seventy-five, mutual fund managers,
and banks, which bids shall be sealed, and opened
at a time and place designated by the treasurer or
chief financial officer. Any bid submitted by an
insurance company, mutual fund, or bank invest-
ment trust to fund the deferred compensation pro-
gram shall, where applicable, clearly indicate the
interest rate which shall be paid on the deferred
funds, any commissions which will be paid to the
salesmen, any load imposed for the purpose of
administering the funds, mortality projections, ex-
pected payouts, tax implications for participating
employees and such other information as the trea-
surer or chief financial officer may require. Any
contract entered into between an employee and the
governmental body pursuant to this section shall
include all such information in terms the employee
can reasonably be expected to understand.
As used in this section the word "employee"
shall have the same meaning as the word "employ-
ee" in section one of chapter thirty-two and shall
include consultants and independent contractors
who are natural persons paid by the governmental
body.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the treasurer or chief
financial officer shall not be required to solicit bids
to invest the deferred portion of an employee's
income provided: (a) the treasurer or chief finan-
cial officer elects to invest such funds in the same
investment products as are provided through the
deferred compensation plan for employees of the
commonwealth administered by the state treasurer,
provided such plan resulted from the solicitation of
bids in accordance with bidding requirements com-
parable to those required under this section; or (b)
the treasurer or chief financial officer elects to
invest such funds in the investment products of-
fered pursuant to a plan developed through a com-
petitive process, provided that such plan resulted
from the solicitation of bids by a group of any
combination of three or more city, town, county or
public authority treasurers or treasurers or chief
financial officers of governmental bodies covered
by this section acting as a "Common Group" for
purposes of soliciting such proposals in accordance
with bidding requirements comparable to those
required under this section.
An employee may defer compensation; provided,
however, that such deferral does not exceed the
maximum allowable under the appropriate provi-
sions of the Code, as amended and in effect for the
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taxable year, and appropriate regulations thereun-
der.
Such deferred compensation program shall be in
addition to and not a part of any retirement pro-
gram or pension system as provided under said
chapter thirty-two and any other benefit program
provided by law for such employee. Any compen-
sation deferred under such a plan shall continue to
be included as regular compensation, as defined in
section one of said chapter thirty-two, for the pur-
pose of computing any retirement and pension
benefits earned by any such employee, but any
compensation so deferred shall not be included in
the computation of any taxes withheld on behalf of
any such employee.
Added by St.1988, c. 319. Amended by St. 1998, c. 175,
§ 5.
§ 64C. Individual retirement accounts between
governmental bodies and employees
The treasurer or, if there is no treasurer, the
chief financial officer, by whatever name that per-
son is called, of any political subdivision, body
politic and corporate, or public instrumentality cre-
ated by the commonwealth or by any county, city,
or town or group thereof by whatever name the
body is called, including without limitation an
agency, board, authority, corporation or district,
including, also without limitation, any regional
school, police, fire, refuse or sewage district, here-
inafter referred to as a "governmental body,"
which is not subject to a general or special law
authorizing deferred compensation contracts with
its employees, may contract with an employee of
that governmental body to make contribution for
and in the name of such employee, from amounts
otherwise payable to the employee as current com-
pensation, to an Individual Retirement Account
("IRA") by such employee established in accor-
dance with the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, (the
"Code"). The participating employee may invest
that portion of his income so contributed to an IRA
in an annuity contract, mutual fund, bank invest-
ment trust or other investment authorized by the
Code. Before making such deduction, the treasur-
er or chief financial officer shall be required to
solicit bids from insurance companies authorized
to conduct business within the commonwealth pur-
suant to chapter one hundred and seventy-five,
mutual fund managers and banks, which bids shall
be sealed and opened at a time and place designat-
ed by the treasurer or chief financial officer. Any
bid submitted by an insurance company, mutual
fund, or bank investment trust seeking investment
of the IRA contribution shall, where applicable,
clearly indicate the interest rate which shall be
paid on the invested funds, any commissions which
will be paid to the salesmen, any load imposed for
the purpose of administering the funds, expected
payouts, tax implications for participating employ-
ees and such other information as the treasurer or
chief financial officer may require. Upon the trea-
surer's or chief financial officer's determining
which provider offers the product or products most
beneficial to the employee in each category for
which bids were solicited, the treasurer or chief
financial officer may offer such employee the op-
portunity to establish an IRA with one or more
such providers. The employee who wishes to in-
vest his IRA funds with such provider, or combina-
tion of providers, may authorize the treasurer or
chief financial officer to deduct from amounts oth-
erwise payable to the employee, at one time or on a
periodic basis, amounts to be paid into the employ-
ee's IRA. If the employee so elects, the treasurer
or chief financial officer shall pay to the providers
the amount designated by the employee, in the
name of the employee, to the employee's IRA.
Amounts so paid to the providers for the employ-
ee's IRA account shall belong exclusively to the
employee. Except as otherwise provided herein,
the treasurer or chief financial officer may restrict
an employee's right to contract to have contribu-
tions made to an IRA through deductions and
payments by the treasurer or chief financial officer,
to those providers selected as the result of the
competitive bidding process outlined herein, but
the authority conferred upon the treasurer or chief
financial officer shall not be construed to restrict or
limit the right of any employee to establish one or
more IRAs with such banks, insurance companies,
or similar authorized institutions as the employee
may choose in any manner other than through an
authorized deduction by the treasurer or chief fi-
nancial officer of a portion of the employee's com-
pensation as outlined herein. Any contract entered
into between an employee and the governmental
body pursuant to this section shall include all infor-
mation in terms the employee can reasonably be
expected to understand.
As used in this section the word "employee"
shall have the same meaning as the word "employ-
ee" in section one of chapter thirty-two and shall
also include consultants and independent contrac-
tors who are natural persons paid by the govern-
mental body.
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An employee may contribute a portion of his
compensation to an IRA under the program out-
lined herein so long as such contribution, for an
employee who is single, is the lesser of two thou-
sand dollars or one hundred per cent of his com-
pensation for a taxable year, and, for an employee
who is married, the contribution is the lesser of
two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars or one
hundred per cent of his compensation for a taxable
year, such dollar amount to be adjusted to reflect
any applicable amendments to the code adopted
from time to time. If an employee has any com-
pensation deferred under a deferred compensation
plan for employees of the governmental body, if
one is established by the treasurer or chief finan-
cial officer under section sixty-four B, then the
aggregate amount of such deferred compensation
deduction and amounts contributed to such em-
ployee's IRA shall not exceed the limits imposed
upon such combined deduction and contribution
by the Code.
Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary,
the treasurer or chief financial officer shall not be
required to solicit bids to invest the contributed
portion of an employee's income into the employ-
ee's IRA provided: (a) the treasurer or chief finan-
cial officer is authorized by the employee to pay
that portion of the employee's compensation into
the employee's IRA in the same investment prod-
ucts as are provided through a deferred compensa-
tion or IRA plan for employees of the common-
wealth administered by the state treasurer or a
deferred compensation plan for employees of the
governmental body administered by the treasurer
or chief financial officer, provided such plan result-
ed from the solicitation of bids in accordance with
bidding requirements comparable to those required
under this section; or (b) the treasurer or chief
financial officer is authorized by the employee to
pay that portion of the employee's compensation
into the employee's IRA in the investment products
offered pursuant to a deferred compensation or
IRA plan developed through a competitive selection
process, provided that such plan resulted from the
solicitation of bids by a group of any combination
of three or more city, town, county or public au-
thority treasurers or treasurers or chief financial
officers of government bodies covered by this sec-
tion acting as a "Common Group" for purposes of
soliciting such proposals in accordance with bid-
ding requirements comparable to those required
under this section.
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Such IRA plan shall be in addition to and not a
part of any retirement program or pension system
as provided under said chapter thirty-two and any
other benefit program provided by law for such
employee. Any compensation contributed by the
employee to his IRA under such a plan shall con-
tinue to be included as regular compensation, as
defined in section one of said chapter thirty-two,
for the purpose of computing any retirement and
pension benefits earned by any such employee, but
any compensation so contributed shall not be in-
cluded in the computation of federal taxes but shall
be included in the computation of state taxes with-
held on behalf of any such employee.
Added by St.1988, c. 319.
§ 64D. Deferred compensation program, annu-
ity or other defined contribution
plan; required participation
Any governmental body, as defined in section
sixty-four B, may require any person, who is re-
ceiving compensation from the governmental body
for services performed and who is not a member of
a retirement system as provided under chapter
thirty-two or any other retirement system which
meets the requirements of Section 3121(b)(7)(F) of
the Internal Revenue Code and the regulations
promulgated thereunder, to participate in the de-
ferred compensation program established with re-
gard to the governmental body, or tax sheltered
annuity or any other defined contribution plan.
The treasurer, or if there is no treasurer, the chief
financial officer by whatever name that person is
called, on behalf of a governmental body which has
accepted the provisions of this section shall con-
tract with any person, who is receiving compensa-
tion from the governmental body for services per-
formed for the governmental body and who is not
eligible for membership in the retirement system
set forth in said chapter thirty-two that pertains to
the governmental body, to withhold from that per-
son's compensation at least such amounts as are
necessary to provide the minimum level of benefits
required to qualify said deferred compensation pro-
gram, tax sheltered annuity or other defined contri-
bution plan as a retirement system for said person
as defined under said Section 3121(b)(7)(F) of said
Code and the regulations promulgated thereunder
but no greater than permitted under other provi-
sions of the Internal Revenue Code.
All contracts formed with part-time, seasonal or
temporary employees pursuant to the provisions of
the first paragraph shall entitle the employee to a
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single-sum distribution of the employee's deferral
plus reasonable interest.
A governmental body may accept the provisions
of this section by a majority vote of the selectmen
for a town, the city council for a city, the county
council for a county, the district members in a
district, the members of the authority in an authori-
ty, and the governing body, by whatever name and
in whatever form composed, in any other political
subdivision, body politic and corporate, or public
instrumentality created by the commonwealth.
Any governmental body already requiring, on the
effective date of this act, participation in a public
retirement system for persons who are receiving
compensation from the governmental body for ser-
vices performed and who are not members of a
retirement system as provided under said chapter
thirty-two shall be deemed to have accepted the
provisions of this section without the requirement
of a majority vote of the selectmen for a town, the
city council for a city, the county council for a
county, the district members in a district, the mem-
bers of the authority in an authority, and the gov-
erning body, by whatever name and in whatever
form composed, in any other political subdivision,
body politic and corporate, or public instrumentali-
ty created by the commonwealth.
Added by St.1991, c. 494, § 2.
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CHAPTER 30
GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATIVE TO STATE DEPARTMENTS,
COMMISSIONS, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
Selected section
Section
39M. man-Contracts for construction and materials;
ner of awarding.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
39M. Contracts for construction and materi-
als; manner of awarding (Name ofperson signing bid)
[Text of section applicable as provided by
2009, 30, Sees. 14, 15 and 46.]
(a) Every contract for the construction, recon-
struction, alteration, remodeling or repair of any
public work, or for the purchase of any material, as
hereinafter defined, by the commonwealth, or po-
litical subdivision thereof, or by any county, city,
town, district, or housing authority, and estimated
by the awarding authority to cost more than ten
thousand dollars, and every contract for the con-
struction, reconstruction, installation, demolition,
maintenance or repair of any building by a public
agency, as defined by subsection one of section
forty-four A of chapter one hundred and forty-nine,
estimated to cost more than $25,000 but not more
than $100,000, shall be awarded to the lowest
responsible and eligible bidder on the basis of
competitive bids publicly opened and read by such
awarding authority forthwith upon expiration of
the time for the filing thereof; provided, however,
that such awarding authority may reject any and
all bids, if it is in the public interest to do so. Every
bid for such contract shall be accompanied by a
bid deposit in the form of a bid bond, or cash, or a
certified check on, or a treasurer's or cashier's
check issued by, a responsible bank or trust compa-
ny, payable to the awarding authority. The amount
of such bid deposit shall be five per cent of the
value of the bid. Any person submitting a bid under
this section shall, on such bid, certify as follows:
The undersigned certifies under penalties of per-
jury that this bid is in all respects bona fide, fair
and made without collusion or fraud with any
other person. As used in this paragraph the word
"person" shall mean any natural person, joint ven-
ture, partnership, corporation or other business or
legal entity.
(Company)
This paragraph shall not apply to the award of
any contract subject to the provisions of sections
forty-four A to forty-four J, inclusive, of chapter
one hundred and forty-nine and every such con-
tract shall continue to be awarded as provided
therein. In cases of extreme emergency caused by
enemy attack, sabotage or other such hostile ac-
tions or resulting from an imminent security threat
explosion, fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane, torna-
do or other such catastrophe, an awarding authori-
ty may, without competitive bids and notwithstand-
ing any general or specific law, award contracts
otherwise subject to this paragraph to perform
work and to purchase or rent materials and equip-
ment, all as may be necessary for temporary repair
and restoration to service of any and all public
work in order to preserve the health and safety of
persons or property; provided, that this exception
shall not apply to any permanent reconstruction,
alteration, remodeling or repair of any public-
work.
(b) Specifications for such contracts, and specifi-
cations for contracts awarded pursuant to the pro-
visions of said sections forty-four A to forty-four L
of said chapter one hundred and forty-nine, shall
be written to provide for full competition for each
item of material to be furnished under the contract;
except, however, that said specifications may be
otherwise written for sound reasons in the public
interest stated in writing in the public records of
the awarding authority or promptly given in writ-
ing by the awarding authority to anyone making a
written request therefor, in either instance such
writing to be prepared after reasonable investiga-
tion. Every such contract shall provide that an item
equal to that named or described in the said speci-
fications may be furnished; and an item shall be
considered equal to the item so named or described
if, in the opinion of the awarding authority: (1) it is
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at least equal in quality, durability, appearance,
strength and design, (2) it will perform at least
equally the function imposed by the general design
for the public work being contracted for or the
material being purchased, and (3) it conforms sub-
stantially, even with deviations, to the detailed re-
quirements for the item in the said specifications.
For each item of material the specifications shall
provide for either a minimum of three named
brands of material or a description of material
which can be met by a minimum of three manufac-
turers or producers, and for the equal of any one of
said name or described materials.
(c) The term "lowest responsible and eligible
bidder" shall mean the bidder: (1) whose bid is the
lowest of those bidders possessing the skill, ability
and integrity necessary for the faithful performance
of the work; (2) who shall certify, that he is able to
furnish labor that can work in harmony with all
other elements of labor employed or to be em-
ployed in the work; (3) who shall certify that all
employees to be employed at the worksite will have
successfully completed a course in construction
safety and health approved by the United States
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
that is at least 10 hours in duration at the time the
employee begins work and who shall furnish docu-
mentation of successful completion of said course
with the first certified payroll report for each em-
ployee; (4) who, where the provisions of section 8B
of chapter 29 apply, shall have been determined to
be qualified thereunder; and (5) who obtains with-
in 10 days of the notification of contract award the
security by bond required under section 29 of
chapter 149; provided that for the purposes of this
section the term "security by bond" shall mean the
bond of a surety company qualified to do business
under the laws of the commonwealth and satisfac-
tory to the awarding authority; provided further,
that if there is more than 1 surety company, the
surety companies shall be jointly and severally lia-
ble.
(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply
(1) to the extent that they prevent the approval of
such specifications by any contributing federal
agency, (2) to materials purchased under specifica-
tions of the state department of highways at prices
established by the said department pursuant to
advertisement and bidding in connection with
work to be performed under the provisions of
chapter eighty-one or chapter ninety, (3) to any
transaction between the commonwealth and any of
its political subdivisions or between the common-
wealth and any public service corporation, and (4)
to any contract of not more than twenty-five thou-
sand dollars awarded by a governmental body, as
defined by section two of chapter thirty B, in accor-
dance with the provisions of section five of said
chapter thirty B; and (5) to any contract solely for
the purchase of material awarded by a governmen-
tal body, as defined by section 2 of chapter 30B, in
accordance with section 5 of said chapter 30B.
(e) The word "material" as used in this section
shall mean and include any article, assembly, sys-
tem, or any component part thereof.
Added by St. 1963, c. 842, § 1. Amended by St. 1967, c.
535, §§ 4, 5; St. 1976, c. 506, § 2; St. 1977, c. 970, § 1;
St.1983, c. 701, § 2; St.1984, c. 484, § 35; St.1985, c.
406, § 1; St.1985, c. 507; St.1989, c. 687, § 2; St.1991,
c. 477, § 5; St.1991, c. 552, § 19; St.1996, c. 450, § 77;
St.2000, c. 159, §§ 62, 63; St.2004, c. 193, §§ 9, 10, eff.
July 19, 2004; St.2004, c. 306, § 1, eff. July 1, 2006;
St.2008, c. 303, §11, eff. Aug. 8, 2008.
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CHAPTER 30A
STATE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE
Chapter 30A of the General Laws was added by St. 1954, c. 681, § 1.
Selected sections
Section
18. Definitions applicable to Sees. 18 to 25.
19. Division of open government; open meeting law
training; open meeting law advisory commission;
annual report.
20. Meetings of a public body to be open to the public;
notice of meeting; remote participation; record-
ing and transmission of meeting; removal of per-
sons for disruption of proceedings.
The section headings for the General Laws i
§ 18. Definitions applicable to Sees. 18 to 25
As used in this section and sections 19 to 25,
inclusive, the following words shall, unless the con-
text clearly requires otherwise, have the following
meanings:
"Deliberation", an oral or written communica-
tion through any medium, including electronic
mail, between or among a quorum of a public
body on any public business within its jurisdiction;
provided, however, that "deliberation" shall not
include the distribution of a meeting agenda,
scheduling information or distribution of other
procedural meeting or the distribution of reports
or documents that may be discussed at a meeting,
provided that no opinion of a member is ex-
pressed.
"Emergency", a sudden, generally unexpected
occurrence or set of circumstances demanding im-
mediate action.
"Executive session", any part of a meeting of a
public body closed to the public for deliberation of
certain matters.
"Intentional violation", an act or omission by a
public body or a member thereof, in knowing viola-
tion of the open meeting law.
"Meeting", a deliberation by a public body with
respect to any matter within the body's jurisdic-
tion; provided, however, "meeting" shall not in-
clude:
(a) an on-site inspection of a project or program,
so long as the members do not deliberate;
(b) attendance by a quorum of a public body at a
public or private gathering, including a conference
Section
21. Meeting of public body in executive session.
22. Minutes of meetings.
23. Enforcement of open meeting law; complaints;
hearing; civil action.
24. Investigation by attorney general of violations of
open meeting law.
25. Authority of attorney general to promulgate rules
and regulations, letter rulings and advisory opin-
ions.
n this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
or training program or a media, social or other
event, so long as the members do not deliberate;
(c) attendance by a quorum of a public body at a
meeting of another public body that has complied
with the notice requirements of the open meeting
law, so long as the visiting members communicate
only by open participation in the meeting on those
matters under discussion by the host body and do
not deliberate;
(d) a meeting of a quasi-judicial board or com-
mission held for the sole purpose of making a
decision required in an adjudicatory proceeding
brought before it; or
(e) a session of a town meeting convened under
section 9 of chapter 39 which would include the
attendance by a quorum of a public body at any
such session.
"Minutes", the written report of a meeting creat-
ed by a public body required by subsection (a) of
section 22 and section 5A of chapter 66.
"Open meeting law", sections 18 to 25, inclusive.
"Post notice", to display conspicuously the writ-
ten announcement of a meeting either in hard copy
or electronic format.
"Preliminary screening", the initial stage of
screening applicants conducted by a committee or
subcommittee of a public body solely for the pur-
pose of providing to the public body a list of those
applicants qualified for further consideration or
interview.
"Public body", a multiple-member board, com-
mission, committee or subcommittee within the
executive or legislative branch or within any coun-
ty, district, city, region or town, however created,
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elected, appointed or otherwise constituted, estab-
lished to serve a public purpose; provided, howev-
er, that the governing board of a local housing,
redevelopment or other similar authority shall be
deemed a local public body; provided, further, that
the governing board or body of any other authority
established by the general court to serve a public
purpose in the commonwealth or any part thereof
shall be deemed a state public body; provided,
further, that "public body" shall not include the
general court or the committees or recess commis-
sions thereof, bodies of the judicial branch or bod-
ies appointed by a constitutional officer solely for
the purpose of advising a constitutional officer and
shall not include the board of bank incorporation
or the policyholders protective board; and provid-
ed further, that a subcommittee shall include any
multiple-member body created to advise or make
recommendations to a public body.
"Quorum", a simple majority of the members of
the public body, unless otherwise provided in a
general or special law, executive order or other
authorizing provision.
Added by St.2009, c. 28, § 18, eff. July 1, 2010. Amend-
ed by St.2010, c. 454, §§ 15 to 17, eff. Jan. 14, 2011.
§ 19. Division of open government; open meet-
ing law training; open meeting law ad-
visory commission; annual report
(a) There shall be in the department of the attor-
ney general a division of open government under
the direction of a director of open government.
The attorney general shall designate an assistant
attorney general as the director of the open govern-
ment division. The director may appoint and re-
move, subject to the approval of the attorney gener-
al, such expert, clerical and other assistants as the
work of the division may require. The division
shall perform the duties imposed upon the attorney
general by the open meeting law, which may in-
clude participating, appearing and intervening in
any administrative and judicial proceedings per-
taining to the enforcement of the open meeting
law. For the purpose of such participation, ap-
pearance, intervention and training authorized by
this chapter the attorney general may expend such
funds as may be appropriated therefor.
(b) The attorney general shall create and distrib-
ute educational materials and provide training to
public bodies in order to foster awareness and
compliance with the open meeting law. Open
meeting law training may include, but shall not be
limited to, instruction in:
(1) the general background of the legal require-
ments for the open meeting law;
(2) applicability of sections 18 to 25, inclusive, to
governmental bodies;
(3) the role of the attorney general in enforcing
the open meeting law; and
(4) penalties and other consequences for failure
to comply with this chapter.
(c) There shall be an open meeting law advisory
commission. The commission shall consist of 5
members, 2 of whom shall be the chairmen of the
joint committee on state administration and regula-
tory oversight; 1 of whom shall be the president of
the Massachusetts Municipal Association or his
designee; 1 of whom shall be the president of the
Massachusetts Newspaper Publishers Association
or his designee; and 1 of whom shall be the attor-
ney general or his designee.
The commission shall review issues relative to
the open meeting law and shall submit to the
attorney general recommendations for changes to
the regulations, trainings, and educational initia-
tives relative to the open meeting law as it deems
necessary and appropriate.
(d) The attorney general shall, not later than
January 31, file annually with the commission a
report providing information on the enforcement of
the open meeting law during the preceding calen-
dar year. The report shall include, but not be
limited to:
(1) the number of open meeting law complaints
received by the attorney general;
(2) the number of hearings convened as the re-
sult of open meeting law complaints by the attor-
ney general;
(3) a summary of the determinations of viola-
tions made by the attorney general;
(4) a summary of the orders issued as the result
of the determination of an open meeting law viola-
tion by the attorney general;
(5) an accounting of the fines obtained by the
attorney general as the result of open meeting law
enforcement actions;
(6) the number of actions filed in superior court
seeking relief from an order of the attorney gener-
al; and
(7) any additional information relevant to the
administration and enforcement of the open meet-
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ing law that the attorney general deems appropri-
ate.
Added by St.2009, c. 28, § 18, cff. July 1, 2010.
§ 20. Meetings of a public body to be open to
the public; notice of meeting; remote
participation; recording and transmis-
sion of meeting; removal of persons for
disruption of proceedings
(a) Except as provided in section 21, all meetings
of a public body shall be open to the public.
(b) Except in an emergency, in addition to any
notice otherwise required by law, a public body
shall post notice of every meeting at least 48 hours
prior to such meeting, excluding Saturdays, Sun-
days and legal holidays. In an emergency, a public
body shall post notice as soon as reasonably possi-
ble prior to such meeting. Notice shall be printed
in a legible, easily understandable format and shall
contain the date, time and place of such meeting
and a listing of topics that the chair reasonably
anticipates will be discussed at the meeting.
(c) For meetings of a local public body, notice
shall be filed with the municipal clerk and posted
in a manner conspicuously visible to the public at
all hours in or on the municipal building in which
the clerk's office is located.
For meetings of a regional or district public
body, notice shall be filed and posted in each city
or town within the region or district in the manner
prescribed for local public bodies. For meetings of
a regional school district, the secretary of the re-
gional school district committee shall be consid-
ered to be its clerk and shall file notice with the
clerk of each city or town within such district and
shall post the notice in the manner prescribed for
local public bodies. For meetings of a county
public body, notice shall be filed in the office of the
county commissioners and a copy of the notice
shall be publicly posted in a manner conspicuously
visible to the public at all hours in such place or
places as the county commissioners shall designate
for the purpose.
For meetings of a state public body, notice shall
be filed with the attorney general by posting on a
website in accordance with procedures established
for this purpose and a duplicate copy of the notice
shall be filed with the regulations division in the
state secretary's office.
The attorney general shall have the authority to
prescribe or approve alternative methods of notice
where the attorney general determines such alter-
native will afford more effective notice to the pub-
lic.
(d) The attorney general may by regulation or
letter ruling, authorize remote participation by
members of a public body not present at the meet-
ing location; provided, however, that the absent
members and all persons present at the meeting
location are clearly audible to each other; and
provided, further, that a quorum of the body, in-
cluding the chair, are present at the meeting loca-
tion. Such authorized members may vote and
shall not be deemed absent for the purposes of
section 23D of chapter 39.
(e) After notifying the chair of the public body,
any person may make a video or audio recording of
an open session of a meeting of a public body, or
may transmit the meeting through any medium,
subject to reasonable requirements of the chair as
to the number, placement and operation of equip-
ment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of
the meeting. At the beginning of the meeting the
chair shall inform other attendees of any such
recordings.
(f) No person shall address a meeting of a public
body without permission of the chair, and all per-
sons shall, at the request of the chair, be silent. No
person shall disrupt the proceedings of a meeting
of a public body. If, after clear warning from the
chair, a person continues to disrupt the proceed-
ings, the chair may order the person to withdraw
from the meeting and if the person does not with-
draw, the chair may authorize a constable or other
officer to remove the person from the meeting.
(g) Within 2 weeks of qualification for office, all
persons serving on a public body shall certify, on a
form prescribed by the attorney general, the receipt
of a copy of the open meeting law, regulations
promulgated pursuant to section 25 and a copy of
the educational materials prepared by the attorney
general explaining the open meeting law and its
application pursuant to section 19. Unless other-
wise directed or approved by the attorney general,
the appointing authority, city or town clerk or the
executive director or other appropriate administra-
tor of a state or regional body, or their designees,
shall obtain such certification from each person
upon entering service and shall retain it subject to
the applicable records retention schedule where
the body maintains its official records. The certifi-
cation shall be evidence that the member of a
public body has read and understands the require-
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ments of the open meeting law and the conse-
quences of violating it.
Added by St.2009, c. 28, § 18, eff. July 1, 2010. Amend-
ed by SL2010, c. 131, § 22, eff. July 1, 2010; St.2010, c.
454, § 18, eff. Jan. 14, 2011.
§ 21. Meeting of public body in executive ses-
sion
(a) A public body may meet in executive session
only for the following purposes:
(1) To discuss the reputation, character, physical
condition or mental health, rather than profession-
al competence, of an individual, or to discuss the
discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges
brought against, a public officer, employee, staff
member or individual. The individual to be dis-
cussed in such executive session shall be notified in
writing by the public body at least 48 hours prior
to the proposed executive session; provided, how-
ever, that notification may be waived upon written
agreement of the parties. A public body shall hold
an open session if the individual involved requests
that the session be open. If an executive session is
held, such individual shall have the following
rights:
i. to be present at such executive session during
deliberations which involve that individual;
ii. to have counsel or a representative of his
own choosing present and attending for the pur-
pose of advising the individual and not for the
purpose of active participation in the executive
session;
iii. to speak on his own behalf; and
iv. to cause an independent record to be creat-
ed of said executive session by audio-recording or
transcription, at the individual's expense.
The rights of an individual set forth in this para-
graph are in addition to the rights that he may
have from any other source, including, but not
limited to, rights under any laws or collective bar-
gaining agreements and the exercise or non-exer-
cise of the individual rights under this section shall
not be construed as a waiver of any rights of the
individual.
2. To conduct strategy sessions in preparation
for negotiations with nonunion personnel or to
conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract
negotiations with nonunion personnel;
3. To discuss strategy with respect to collective
bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may
have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or
litigating position of the public body and the chair
so declares;
4. To discuss the deployment of security person-
nel or devices, or strategies with respect thereto;
5. To investigate charges of criminal miscon-
duct or to consider the filing of criminal com-
plaints;
6. To consider the purchase, exchange, lease or
value of real property if the chair declares that an
open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the
negotiating position of the public body;
7. To comply with, or act under the authority
of, any general or special law or federal grant-in-
aid requirements;
8. To consider or interview applicants for em-
ployment or appointment by a preliminary screen-
ing committee if the chair declares that an open
meeting will have a detrimental effect in obtaining
qualified applicants; provided, however, that this
clause shall not apply to any meeting, including
meetings of a preliminary screening committee, to
consider and interview applicants who have passed
a prior preliminary screening;
9. To meet or confer with a mediator, as de-
fined in section 23C of chapter 233, with respect to
any litigation or decision on any public business
within its jurisdiction involving another party,
group or entity, provided that:
(i) any decision to participate in mediation shall
be made in an open session and the parties, issues
involved and purpose of the mediation shall be
disclosed; and
(ii) no action shall be taken by any public body
with respect to those issues which are the subject
of the mediation without deliberation and approval
for such action at an open session; or
10. to discuss trade secrets or confidential,
competitively-sensitive or other proprietary infor-
mation provided in the course of activities conduct-
ed by a governmental body as an energy supplier
under a license granted by the department of pub-
lic utilities pursuant to section IF of chapter 164,
in the course of activities conducted as a municipal
aggregator under section 134 of said chapter 164
or in the course of activities conducted by a coop-
erative consisting of governmental entities orga-
nized pursuant to section 136 of said chapter 164,
when such governmental body, municipal aggrega-
tor or cooperative determines that such disclosure
will adversely affect its ability to conduct business
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in relation to other entities making, selling or dis-
tributing electric power and energy.
(b) A public body may meet in closed session for
1 or more of the purposes enumerated in subsec-
tion (a) provided that:
1. the body has first convened in an open ses-
sion pursuant to section 21;
2. a majority of members of the body have
voted to go into executive session and the vote of
each member is recorded by roll call and entered
into the minutes;
3. before the executive session, the chair shall
state the purpose for the executive session, stating
all subjects that may be revealed without compro-
mising the purpose for which the executive session
was called;
4. the chair shall publicly announce whether
the open session will reconvene at the conclusion
of the executive session; and
5. accurate records of the executive session
shall be maintained pursuant to section 23.
Added by St.2009, c. 28, § 18, eff. July 1, 2010.
§ 22. Minutes of meetings
(a) A public body shall create and maintain accu-
rate minutes of all meetings, including executive
sessions, setting forth the date, time and place, the
members present or absent, a summary of the
discussions on each subject, a list of documents
and other exhibits used at the meeting, the deci-
sions made and the actions taken at each meeting,
including the record of all votes.
(b) No vote taken at an open session shall be by
secret ballot. Any vote taken at an executive ses-
sion shall be recorded by roll call and entered into
the minutes.
(c) Minutes of all open sessions shall be created
and approved in a timely manner. The minutes of
an open session, if they exist and whether approved
or in draft form, shall be made available upon
request by any person within 10 days.
(d) Documents and other exhibits, such as photo-
graphs, recordings or maps, used by the body at an
open or executive session shall, along with the
minutes, be part of the official record of the ses-
sion.
(e) The minutes of any open session, the notes,
recordings or other materials used in the prepara-
tion of such minutes and all documents and exhib-
its used at the session, shall be public records in
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their entirety and not exempt from disclosure pur-
suant to any of the exemptions under clause Twen-
ty-sixth of section 7 of chapter 4. Notwithstanding
this paragraph, the following materials shall be
exempt from disclosure to the public as personnel
information: (1) materials used in a performance
evaluation of an individual bearing on his profes-
sional competence, provided they were not created
by the members of the body for the purposes of the
evaluation; and (2) materials used in deliberations
about employment or appointment of individuals,
including applications and supporting materials;
provided, however, that any resume submitted by
an applicant shall not be exempt.
(f) The minutes of any executive session, the
notes, recordings or other materials used in the
preparation of such minutes and all documents and
exhibits used at the session, may be withheld from
disclosure to the public in their entirety under
subclause (a) of clause Twenty-sixth of section 7 of
chapter 4, as long as publication may defeat the
lawful purposes of the executive session, but no
longer; provided, however, that the executive ses-
sion was held in compliance with section 2 1
.
When the purpose for which a valid executive
session was held has been served, the minutes,
preparatory materials and documents and exhibits
of the session shall be disclosed unless the attor-
ney-client privilege or 1 or more of the exemptions
under said clause Twenty-sixth of said section 7 of
said chapter 4 apply to withhold these records, or
any portion thereof, from disclosure.
For purposes of this subsection, if an executive
session is held pursuant to clause (2) or (3) of
subsections (a) of section 21, then the minutes,
preparatory materials and documents and exhibits
used at the session may be withheld from disclo-
sure to the public in their entirety, unless and until
such time as a litigating, negotiating or bargaining
position is no longer jeopardized by such disclo-
sure, at which time they shall be disclosed unless
the attorney-client privilege or 1 or more of the
exemptions under said clause Twenty-sixth of said
section 7 of said chapter 4 apply to withhold these
records, or any portion thereof, from disclosure.
(g)(1) The public body, or its chair or designee,
shall, at reasonable intervals, review the minutes of
executive sessions to determine if the provisions of
this subsection warrant continued non-disclosure.
Such determination shall be announced at the
body's next meeting and such announcement shall
be included in the minutes of that meeting.
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(2) Upon request by any person to inspect or
copy the minutes of an executive session or any
portion thereof, the body shall respond to the re-
quest within 10 days following receipt and shall
release any such minutes not covered by an exemp-
tion under subsection (f); provided, however, that
if the body has not performed a review pursuant to
paragraph (1), the public body shall perform the
review and release the non-exempt minutes, or any
portion thereof, not later than the body's next
meeting or 30 days, whichever first occurs. A
public body shall not assess a fee for the time spent
in its review.
Added by St.2009, c. 28, § 18, eff. July 1, 2010.
§ 23. Enforcement of open meeting law; com-
plaints; hearing; civil action
(a) Subject to appropriation, the attorney gener-
al shall interpret and enforce the open meeting
law.
(b) At least 30 days prior to the filing of a com-
plaint with the attorney general, the complainant
shall file a written complaint with the public body,
setting forth the circumstances which constitute
the alleged violation and giving the body an oppor-
tunity to remedy the alleged violation; provided,
however, that such complaint shall be filed within
30 days of the date of the alleged violation. The
public body shall, within 14 business days of re-
ceipt of a complaint, send a copy of the complaint
to the attorney general and notify the attorney
general of any remedial action taken. Any remedi-
al action taken by the public body in response to a
complaint under this subsection shall not be admis-
sible as evidence against the public body that a
violation occurred in any later administrative or
judicial proceeding relating to such alleged viola-
tion. The attorney general may authorize an exten-
sion of time to the public body for the purpose of
taking remedial action upon the written request of
the public body and a showing of good cause to
grant the extension.
(c) Upon the receipt of a complaint by any per-
son, the attorney general shall determine, in a
timely manner, whether there has been a violation
of the open meeting law. The attorney general
may, and before imposing any civil penalty on a
public body shall, hold a hearing on any such
complaint. Following a determination that a viola-
tion has occurred, the attorney general shall deter-
mine whether the public body, 1 or more of the
members, or both, are responsible and whether the
violation was intentional or unintentional. Upon
the finding of a violation, the attorney general may
issue an order to:
(1) compel immediate and future compliance
with the open meeting law;
(2) compel attendance at a training session au-
thorized by the attorney general;
(3) nullify in whole or in part any action taken at
the meeting;
(4) impose a civil penalty upon the public body
of not more than $1,000 for each intentional viola-
tion;
(5) reinstate an employee without loss of com-
pensation, seniority, tenure or other benefits;
(6) compel that minutes, records or other mate-
rials be made public; or
(7) prescribe other appropriate action.
(d) A public body or any member of a body
aggrieved by any order issued pursuant to this
section may, notwithstanding any general or spe-
cial law to the contrary, obtain judicial review of
the order only through an action in superior court
seeking relief in the nature of certiorari; provided,
however, that notwithstanding section 4 of chapter
249, any such action shall be commenced in supe-
rior court within 21 days of receipt of the order.
Any order issued under this section shall be stayed
pending judicial review; provided, however, that if
the order nullifies an action of the public body, the
body shall not implement such action pending judi-
cial review.
(e) If any public body or member thereof shall
fail to comply with the requirements set forth in
any order issued by the attorney general, or shall
fail to pay any civil penalty imposed within 2 1 days
of the date of issuance of such order or within 30
days following the decision of the superior court if
judicial review of such order has been timely
sought, the attorney general may file an action to
compel compliance. Such action shall be filed in
Suffolk superior court with respect to state public
bodies and, with respect to all other public bodies,
in the superior court in any county in which the
public body acts or meets. If such body or mem-
ber has not timely sought judicial review of the
order, such order shall not be open to review in an
action to compel compliance.
(f) As an alternative to the procedure in subsec-
tion (b), the attorney general or 3 or more regis-
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tered voters may initiate a civil action to enforce
the open meeting law.
Any action under this subsection shall be filed in
Suffolk superior court with respect to state public
bodies and, with respect to all other public bodies,
in the superior court in any county in which the
public body acts or meets.
In any action filed pursuant to this subsection, in
addition to all other remedies available to the supe-
rior court, in law or in equity, the court shall have
all of the remedies set forth in subsection (c).
In any action filed under this subsection, the
order of notice on the complaint shall be returna-
ble not later than 10 days after the filing and the
complaint shall be heard and determined on the
return day or on such day as the court shall fix,
having regard to the speediest possible determina-
tion of the cause consistent with the rights of the
parties; provided, however, that orders may be
issued at any time on or after the filing of the
complaint without notice when such order is neces-
sary to fulfill the purposes of the open meeting law.
In the hearing of any action under this subsection,
the burden shall be on the respondent to show by a
preponderance of the evidence that the action com-
plained of in such complaint was in accordance
with and authorized by the open meeting law;
provided, however, that no civil penalty may be
imposed on an individual absent proof that the
action complained of violated the open meeting
law.
(g) It shall be a defense to the imposition of a
penalty that the public body, after full disclosure,
acted in good faith compliance with the advice of
the public body's legal counsel.
(h) Payment of civil penalties under this section
paid to or received by the attorney general shall be
paid into the general fund of the commonwealth.
Added by St.2009, c. 28, § 18, eff. July 1, 2010. Amend-
ed by St.2010, c. 454, § 19, eff. Jan. 14, 2011.
§ 24. Investigation by attorney general of viola-
tions of open meeting law
(a) Whenever the attorney general has reason-
able cause to believe that a person, including any
public body and any other state, regional, county,
municipal or other governmental official or entity,
has violated the open meeting law, the attorney
general may conduct an investigation to ascertain
whether in fact such person has violated the open
meeting law. Upon notification of an investiga-
tion, any person, public body or any other state,
regional, county, municipal or other governmental
official or entity who is the subject of an investiga-
tion, shall make all information necessary to con-
duct such investigation available to the attorney
general. In the event that the person, public body
or any other state, regional, county, municipal or
other governmental official or entity being investi-
gated does not voluntarily provide relevant infor-
mation to the attorney general within 30 days of
receiving notice of the investigation, the attorney
general may: (1) take testimony under oath con-
cerning such alleged violation of the open meeting
law; (2) examine or cause to be examined any
documentary material of whatever nature relevant
to such alleged violation of the open meeting law;
and (3) require attendance during such examina-
tion of documentary material of any person having
knowledge of the documentary material and take
testimony under oath or acknowledgment in re-
spect of any such documentary material. Such
testimony and examination shall take place in the
county where such person resides or has a place of
business or, if the parties consent or such person is
a nonresident or has no place of business within
the commonwealth, in Suffolk county.
(b) Notice of the time, place and cause of such
taking of testimony, examination or attendance
shall be given by the attorney general at least 10
days prior to the date of such taking of testimony
or examination.
(c) Service of any such notice may be made by:
( 1
)
delivering a duly-executed copy to the person to
be served or to a partner or to any officer or agent
authorized by appointment or by law to receive
service of process on behalf of such person; (2)
delivering a duly-executed copy to the principal
place of business in the commonwealth of the per-
son to be served; or (3) mailing by registered or
certified mail a duly-executed copy addressed to
the person to be served at the principal place of
business in the commonwealth or, if said person
has no place of business in the commonwealth, to
his principal office or place of business.
(d) Each such notice shall: (1) state the time and
place for the taking of testimony or the examina-
tion and the name and address of each person to be
examined, if known and, if the name is not known,
a general description sufficient to identify him or
the particular class or group to which he belongs;
(2) state the statute and section thereof, the alleged
violation of which is under investigation and the
general subject matter of the investigation; (3)
describe the class or classes of documentary mate-
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rial to be produced thereunder with reasonable
specificity, so as fairly to indicate the material
demanded; (4) prescribe a return date within
which the documentary material is to be produced;
and (5) identify the members of the attorney gener-
al's staff to whom such documentary material is to
be made available for inspection and copying.
(e) No such notice shall contain any requirement
which would be unreasonable or improper if con-
tained in a subpoena duces tecum issued by a court
of the commonwealth or require the disclosure of
any documentary material which would be privi-
leged, or which for any other reason would not be
required by a subpoena duces tecum issued by a
court of the commonwealth.
(f) Any documentary material or other informa-
tion produced by any person pursuant to this sec-
tion shall not, unless otherwise ordered by a court
of the commonwealth for good cause shown, be
disclosed to any person other than the authorized
agent or representative of the attorney general,
unless with the consent of the person producing
the same; provided, however, that such material or
information may be disclosed by the attorney gen-
eral in court pleadings or other papers filed in
court.
(g) At any time prior to the date specified in the
notice, or within 21 days after the notice has been
served, whichever period is shorter, the court may,
upon motion for good cause shown, extend such
reporting date or modify or set aside such demand
or grant a protective order in accordance with the
standards set forth in Rule 26(c) of the Massachu-
setts Rules of Civil Procedure. The motion may be
filed in the superior court of the county in which
the person served resides or has his usual place of
business or in Suffolk county. This section shall
not be applicable to any criminal proceeding nor
shall information obtained under the authority of
this section be admissible in evidence in any crimi-
nal prosecution for substantially identical transac-
tions.
Added by St.2009, c. 28, § 18, eff. July 1, 2010.
§ 25. Authority of attorney general to promul-
gate rules and regulations, letter rul-
ings and advisory opinions
(a) The attorney general shall have the authority
to promulgate rules and regulations to carry out
enforcement of the open meeting law.
(b) The attorney general shall have the authority
to interpret the open meeting law and to issue
written letter rulings or advisory opinions accord-
ing to rules established under this section.
Added by St.2009, c. 28, § 18, eff. July 1, 2010.
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§ 1 . Application of chapter
(a) This chapter shall apply to every contract for
the procurement of supplies, services or real prop-
erty and for disposing of supplies or real property
by a governmental body as defined herein.
(b) This chapter shall not apply to:
(1) a contract subject to the provisions of section
thirty-nine M of chapter thirty, section 11C or
section 11/ of chapter 25A or sections forty-four A
to forty-four J, inclusive, of chapter one hundred
and forty-nine;
(2) a contract subject to the provisions of sec-
tions thirty-eight A'/> to thirty-eight O, inclusive, of
chapter seven;
(3) an intergovernmental agreement subject to
the provisions of section four A of chapter forty;
(4) a transaction with the commonwealth, except
as pertains to subsection (i) of section 16;
(5) a contract for the purchase of materials, un-
der specifications of the state department of high-
ways, and at prices established by the department,
pursuant to advertising and bidding for such pur-
pose, in connection with work to be performed
under the provisions of chapter eighty-one or chap-
ter ninety;
(6) a contract for the advertising of required
notices;
(7) an agreement between agencies, boards,
commissions, authorities, departments or public
instrumentalities of one city or town;
(8) an agreement for the provision of special
education pursuant to chapter seventy-one B and
regulations promulgated pursuant thereto;
(9) a contract to purchase supplies or services
from, or to dispose of supplies to, any agency or
instrumentality of the federal government, the com-
monwealth or any of its political subdivisions or
any other state or political subdivision thereof;
(10) the issuance of bonds, notes or securities in
accordance with procedures established by law;
(11) contracts and investments made in accor-
dance with sections fifty-seven or fifty-seven A of
chapter thirty-five or sections sixty-seven or sixty-
seven A of chapter forty-four;
(12) a contract for the procurement of insurance
or surety bonds, including an agreement subject to
the provisions of sections one to sixteen, inclusive,
of chapter forty M or the provisions of sections
twenty-five E to twenty-five U, inclusive, of chapter
one hundred and fifty-two;
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(13) contracts for the services of expert wit-
nesses for use in an adjudicatory proceeding or
litigation or in anticipation thereof;
(14) any contracts or agreements entered into by
a municipal gas or electric department governed by
a municipal light board, as defined by section fifty-
five of chapter one hundred and sixty-four or by a
municipal light commission, as defined by section
fifty-six A of said chapter one hundred and sixty-
four; provided, however, that any such board or
commission may accept the provisions of this chap-
ter by a majority vote of its members;
(15) contracts with labor relations representa-
tives, lawyers, or certified public accountants;
(16) contracts with physicians, dentists, and oth-
er health care individuals or persons including
nurses, nurses' assistants, medical and laboratory
technicians, health care providers including diag-
nosticians, social workers, psychiatric workers, and
veterinarians;
(17) a contract for snow plowing by a govern-
mental body;
(18) a contract or lease by a governmental body
of its boat slips, berths, or moorings;
(19) a contract for retirement board services;
(20) a contract which is funded by proceeds de-
rived from a gift to a governmental body or a trust
established for the benefit of a governmental body;
(21) a contract for the towing and storage for
motor vehicles;
(22) a contract to provide job-related training,
educational or career development services to the
employees of a governmental body;
(23) a contract pursuant to which a governmen-
tal body obtains services from a bank, as defined in
section one of chapter one hundred and sixty-
seven, subject to the maintenance of a compensat-
ing balance;
(24) a contract for ambulance service by a gov-
ernmental body;
(25) a contract to sell lease or acquire residen-
tial, institutional, industrial or commercial real
property by a public or quasi-public economic de-
velopment agency or urban renewal agency en-
gaged in the development and disposition of said
real property in accordance with a plan approved
by the appropriate authorizing authority;
(26) a contract for the collection of delinquent
taxes or for the services of a deputy tax collector;
(27) contracts or agreements entered into by a
municipal hospital or a municipal department of
health;
(28) contracts entered into by a governmental
body on behalf of a hospital owned by such govern-
mental body where such contract is funded by
expenditures from an operations account, so-
called, or a special account, established pursuant to
a special act that is maintained for the benefit of
and designated with the name of such hospital;
(29) any contracts, agreements or leases entered
into by a municipal airport commission established
under the provisions of section fifty-one E of chap-
ter ninety; provided, however, that such contracts,
agreements or leases apply to aviation uses or the
sale of aviation fuel;
(30) a contract for the collection, transportation,
receipt, processing or disposal of solid waste, re-
cyclable or compostable materials;
(31) an agreement for the purchase of photogra-
phy services entered into by a public school;
(32) energy aggregation contracts entered into
by a political subdivision of the commonwealth for
energy or energy related services arranged or nego-
tiated by such subdivision on behalf of its residents;
(32A) contracts with architects, engineers and
related professionals;.
(33) energy contracts entered into by a city or
town or group of cities or towns or political subdi-
visions of the commonwealth, for energy or energy
related services; provided, however, that within 15
days of the signing of a contract for energy or
energy related services by a city, town, political
subdivision, or group of cities, towns or political
subdivisions said city, town, political subdivision,
or group of cities, towns or political subdivisions
shall submit to the department of public utilities,
the department of energy resources, and the office
of the inspector general a copy of the contract and
a report of the process used to execute the con-
tract; provided, further, that for any such contract
determined to contain confidential information un-
der subclause (r) of section 7 of chapter 4, the
governmental body shall instead maintain a record
of the procurement processes and awards for 6
years after the date of the final payment. The
governmental body shall make such records avail-
able to the inspector general upon request; provid-
ed, however, that the inspector general shall not
disclose said information; or
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(34) a contract made in accordance with section
5 of chapter 1 1 1C.
(c) This chapter shall be deemed to have been
complied with on all purchases made under the
provisions of sections twenty-two A and twenty-two
B of chapter seven when one political subdivision,
as defined in said section twenty-two A, acting on
behalf of other political subdivisions, complies with
the provisions of this chapter, or when purchases
are made from a vendor pursuant to a contract
with the commonwealth for the item or items being
purchased.
(d) Where a procurement involves the expendi-
ture of federal assistance or contract funds, the
provisions of this chapter shall not apply to the
extent that such provisions prevent compliance
with mandatory provisions of federal law and regu-
lations.
(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of any gener-
al or special law to the contrary, a governmental
body may enter into a contract, in conformance
with this chapter, for the construction and for
services at a facility owned by a private party or
parties, whether such facility will be located on
public or private land for the disposal, recycling,
composting or treatment of solid waste, sewage,
septage or sludge without said contract being sub-
ject to the competitive bid process as set forth in
sections thirty-eight k l/i to thirty-eight O, inclusive,
of chapter seven, section thirty-nine M of chapter
thirty, or sections forty-four A to forty-four J, inclu-
sive, of chapter one hundred and forty-nine; pro-
vided, however, that this subsection shall not apply
to a procurement of proprietary environmental
technology in accordance with subsection (5) of
section forty-four A of chapter one hundred and
forty-nine.
(f) This chapter shall be deemed to have been
complied with on all purchases made from a ven-
dor pursuant to a General Services Administration
federal supply schedule that is available for use by
governmental bodies.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St. 1991, c.
138, §§ 110 to 112; St. 1991, c. 404; St.1991, c. 495,
§ 13; St.1991, c. 552, § 20; St.1992, c. 153, §§ 11, 12;
St.1992, c. 286, §§ 105 to 109; St.1994, c. 180; St.1995,
c. 131, § 1; St. 1996, c. 450, §§ 80, 81; St.1997, c. 164,
§§ 57, 58; St.2000, c. 54, § 2; St.2000, c. 159, § 65;
St.2006, c. 11, § 3, eff. Feb. 3, 2006; St.2008, c. 169,
§§ 46, 47, eff. July 2, 2008; St.2008, c. 445, § 2, eff. Mar.
30, 2009; St.2009, c. 25, §§ 40, 41, eff. July 1, 2009;
St.2010, c. 188, §§ 4 to 6, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 2. Definitions
As used in this chapter the following words shall,
unless the context requires otherwise, have the
following meanings:
—
"Architect and engineer", (i) a person perform-
ing professional services of an architectural or
engineering nature, as defined by law, which are
required to be performed or approved by a per-
son licensed, registered or eertified to provide
such services as described herein; (ii) profession-
al services of an architectural or engineering na-
ture performed by contract that are associated
with research, planning, development, design, in-
vestigations, inspections, tests, evaluations, con-
sultations, program management, value engineer-
ing, construction, alteration, or repair of real
property; and (iii) such other professional ser-
vices of an architectural or engineering nature,
or incidental services, which members of the ar-
chitectural and engineering professions and indi-
viduals in their employ may logically or justifi-
ably perform, including studies, investigations,
surveying and mapping, soil tests, construction
phase services, drawing reviews, evaluations, con-
sultations, comprehensive planning, program
management, conceptual designs, plans and spec-
ifications, soils engineering, cost estimates or
programs; preparation of drawings, plans, or
specifications, supervision or administration of a
construction contract, construction management
or scheduling, preparation of operation and
maintenance manuals and other related services.
"Bid", a written offer to provide a supply or
service at a stated price submitted in response to
an invitation for bids.
"Chief procurement officer", the purchasing
agent appointed pursuant to section one hundred
and three of chapter forty-one, or as to any city or
town which has not accepted said section, an indi-
vidual duly appointed in a city having a city man-
ager, by the city manager, in a town having a town
manager, by the town manager, in any other town,
by the selectmen, or, in any city or town otherwise
providing by charter or local by-law for the ap-
pointment of a chief procurement officer, in accor-
dance with such charter or local by-law, to procure
all supplies and services for the city or town and
every governmental body thereof; an individual
duly appointed in a district by the prudential com-
mittee, if any, otherwise the commissioners to pro-
cure all supplies and services for the district; an
individual duly appointed in a regional school dis-
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trict by the regional school district committee to
procure all supplies and services for the regional
school district; an individual duly appointed in a
county having a county executive, by the county
executive, or in any other county, by the commis-
sion, to procure all supplies and services for the
county and every governmental body thereof; or an
individual duly appointed by the governing board
of an authority or other governmental body to
procure supplies and services for the authority or
governmental body.
"Contract", all types of agreement for the pro-
curement or disposal of supplies or services, re-
gardless of what the parties may call the agree-
ment.
"Contractor", a person having a contract with
the governmental body.
"Cooperative purchasing", procurement con-
ducted by, or on behalf of, more than 1 public
procurement unit or by a public procurement unit
with an external procurement activity.
"Electronic bidding", the electronic solicitation
and receipt of offers to contract for supplies and
services; provided, however, that offers may be
accepted and contracts may be entered into by use
of electronic bidding.
"Employment agreement", any agreement be-
tween a governmental body and an individual
pursuant to which (1) the governmental body
withholds or is required to withhold taxes on the
individual's wages pursuant to the Internal Reve-
nue Code or chapter sixty-two B; or (2) the gov-
ernmental body and the individual stand under
common law rules in the legal relationship of em-
ployer and employee.
"External procurement activity", (a) a public
agency not located in the commonwealth which
would qualify as a public procurement unit; (b)
buying by the United States government.
"Governmental body", a city, town, district, re-
gional school district, county, or agency, board,
commission, authority, department or instrumen-
tality of a city, town, district, regional school dis-
trict or county.
"Grant agreement", an agreement between a
governmental body and an individual or nonprofit
entity the purpose of which is to carry out a public
purpose of support or stimulation instead of pro-
curing supplies or services for the benefit or use of
the governmental body.
"Invitation for bids", the documents utilized for
the soliciting of bids, including documents attached
or incorporated by reference.
"Labor relations representative", a person desig-
nated to represent a public employer and act in its
interest in dealing with public employees pursuant
to chapter one hundred and fifty E.
"Local public procurement unit", a political sub-
division or unit thereof which expends public funds
for the procurement of supplies.
"Majority vote", as to any action by or on behalf
of a county or instrumentality of the county, a
simple majority of the commission; a city, town, or
district, a majority vote as defined in section one of
chapter forty-four; a regional school district, an
affirmative vote by two-thirds of the members of
the regional district school committee; or a hous-
ing authority, a simple majority of its members.
"Minor informalities", minor deviations, insignif-
icant mistakes, and matters of form rather than
substance of the bid, proposal, or contract docu-
ment which can be waived or corrected without
prejudice to other offerors, potential offerors, or
the governmental body.
"Person", any natural person, business, partner-
ship, corporation, union, committee, club, or other
organization, entity or group of individuals.
"Procurement", buying, purchasing, renting,
leasing, or otherwise acquiring a supply or service,
and all functions that pertain to the obtaining of a
supply or service, including description of require-
ments, selection and solicitation of sources, prepa-
ration and award of contract, and all phases of
contract administration.
"Procurement officer", an individual duly au-
thorized pursuant to law, charter, or local by-law
to procure a supply or service for a governmental
body or to dispose of a supply, including an indi-
vidual duly delegated to take any action in connec-
tion with a procurement, and further including any
member of a board, committee, commission, or
other body who participates in a procurement.
"Proposal", a written offer to provide a supply or
service at a stated price submitted in response to a
request for proposals.
"Public procurement unit", a local public pro-
curement unit or a state public procurement unit.
"Purchase description", the words used in a so-
licitation to describe the supplies or services to be
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purchased, including specifications attached to or
incorporated by reference into the solicitation.
"Related professionals", professionals engaged
in professional services, including land surveying,
landscape architecture, environmental science,
planning and licensed site professionals, which are
required to be performed or approved by a person
licensed, registered or certified to provide such
services as described herein, including profession-
al services performed by contract that are associat-
ed with research, planning, development, design,
investigations, inspections, surveying and map-
ping, tests, evaluations, consultations, comprehen-
sive planning, program management, value engi-
neering, construction, alteration or repair of real
property and such other professional services or
incidental services which members of the related
professions and individuals in their employ may
logically or justifiably perform, including master
plans, studies, surveys, soil tests, cost estimates or
program, preparation of drawings, plans or speci-
fications, supervision or administration of a con-
struction contract, construction management or
scheduling, conceptual designs, plans and specifi-
cations, construction phase services, soils engi-
neering, drawing reviews, cost estimating, prepa-
ration of operation and maintenance manuals and
other related services; provided, however, that
nothing herein shall be construed to constitute
regulation or oversight of any designated firms or
identified professional services.
"Request for proposals", the documents utilized
for soliciting proposals, including documents at-
tached or incorporated by reference.
"Reverse auction", an internet-based process
used to buy supplies and services whereby the
sellers of the supplies or services being auctioned
anonymously bid against each other until time ex-
pires and until the governmental body determines
from which sellers it will buy based on the pricing
obtained during the process.
"Responsible bidder or offeror", a person who
has the capability to perform fully the contract
requirements, and the integrity and reliability
which assures good faith performance.
"Responsive bidder or offeror", a person who
has submitted a bid or proposal which conforms in
all respects to the invitation for bids or request for
proposals.
"Services", the furnishing of labor, time, or ef-
fort by a contractor, not involving the furnishing of
a specific end product other than reports. This
term shall not include employment agreements,
collective bargaining agreements, or grant agree-
ments.
"Sound business practices", ensuring the receipt
of favorable prices by periodically soliciting price
lists or quotes.
"State public procurement unit", the offices of
the chief procurement officers and any other pur-
chasing agency of the commonwealth or any other
state.
"Supplies", all property, other than real proper-
ty, including equipment, materials, printing, and
insurance and further including services incidental
to the delivery, conveyance and installation of such
property.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St.2000, c.
159, § 66; St.2009, c. 25, §§ 42 to 44, eff. July 1, 2009;
St.2010, c. 188, §§ 7 to 12, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 3. Procurement contracts; files
A procurement officer who awards a contract in
the amount of five thousand dollars or more shall
maintain a file on each such contract and shall
include in such file a copy of all written documents
required by this chapter. Written documents re-
quired by this chapter shall be retained by the
governmental body for at least six years from the
date of final payment under the contract. Except
as provided by paragraph (d) of section six, the
records shall be open to public inspection.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3.
§ 4. Submission of quotations
(a) Except as permitted pursuant to this section
and section seven, for the procurement of a supply
or service in the amount of $5,000 or greater, but
less than $25,000, a procurement officer shall seek
written or oral quotations from no fewer than three
persons customarily providing such supply or ser-
vice. The procurement officer shall record the
names and addresses of all persons from whom
quotations were sought, the names of the persons
submitting quotations and the date and amount of
each quotation. A governmental body may require
that procurements in amounts of less than $25,000
be based on written quotations or be subject to the
provisions of section five.
(b) The procurement officer shall award the con-
tract to the responsible person offering the needed
quality of supply or service at the lowest quotation.
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(c) A procurement in the amount of less than
$5,000 shall be obtained through the exercise of
sound business practices.
(d) A procurement officer, who follows sound
business practices, may award contracts which in-
clude individual purchases of less than $25,000 to
Massachusetts farm operations for the procure-
ment of products of agriculture as defined in sec-
tion 1A of chapter 128 including, but not limited to,
fruits, vegetables, eggs, dairy products, meats,
crops, horticultural products and products pro-
cessed into value added products, that are grown
or produced using products grown in the common-
wealth as well as fish, seafood and other aquatic
products, without seeking quotations as required
under subsection (a).
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St.2000, c.
159, §§ 67 to 70; St.2006, c. 123, §§ 32, 33, eff. June 24,
2006; St.2010, c. 188, § 13, eff. July 27, 2010; St.2010,
c. 197, § 3, eff. Oct. 28, 2010.
§ 5. Competitive sealed bidding procedures
(a) Except as permitted under section six or sec-
tion eight, award of procurement contracts in the
amount of $25,000 or more, other than contracts
for the procurement of real property, shall conform
to the competitive sealed bidding procedures set
forth in this section.
(b) A procurement officer shall issue an invita-
tion for bids for a procurement contract. The invi-
tation for bids shall include:
(1) the time and date for receipt of bids, the
address of the office to which bids are to be deliv-
ered, the maximum time for bid acceptance by the
governmental body;
(2) the purchase description and all evaluation
criteria to be utilized pursuant to paragraph (e);
and
(3) all contractual terms and conditions applica-
ble to the procurement.
The invitation for bids may incorporate docu-
ments by reference; provided, however, that the
invitation for bids specifies where prospective bid-
ders may obtain the documents. The procurement
officer shall make copies of the invitation for bids
available to all persons on an equal basis.
(c) The procurement officer shall give public no-
tice of the invitation for bids a reasonable time
prior to the date for the opening of bids. The notice
shall:
(1) indicate where, when and for how long invi-
tations for bids may be obtained;
(2) describe the supply or service desired, and
reserve the right of the governmental body to reject
any or all bids;
(3) if award of the contract is subject to the
approval of any board, committee, commission or
other body, so state and identify each such body;
(4) remain posted, for at least two weeks, in a
conspicuous place in or near the offices of the
governmental body until the time specified in the
invitation for bids; and
(5) be published at least once, not less than two
weeks prior to the time specified for the receipt of
bids, in a newspaper of general circulation within
the area served by the governmental body.
For procurements in the amount of twenty-five
thousand dollars or more, or such larger amount as
may be established by the state secretary, the pro-
curement officer shall also place the notice in any
publication established by the state secretary for
the advertisement of such procurements.
The procurement officer may distribute copies of
the notice to prospective bidders, and may compile
and maintain lists of prospective bidders to which
notices may be sent.
A city or town which regularly publishes a peri-
odical listing municipal contracting opportunities
may apply to the state secretary for permission to
utilize such periodical in lieu of advertising in a
newspaper of general circulation. The state secre-
tary, after notice and an opportunity for interested
persons to present their views, may grant, renew,
or revoke permission for said city or town to utilize
such periodical in lieu of newspaper advertising for
procurements or classes of procurements not to
exceed such amount as may be established by the
state secretary. Such permission shall remain in
effect for a specified period not to exceed three
years. In granting, renewing, or revoking such per-
mission, the state secretary shall consider whether
the periodical provides prospective contractors
with reasonable notice of contracting opportuni-
ties, taking account of such factors as circulation,
accessibility, reliability, and cost of the periodical.
Such permission and any renewal or revocation
thereof shall be in writing filed with the city or
town clerk, the inspector general, and the state
secretary.
(d) The procurement officer shall open bids pub-
licly either (1) at a meeting subject to the provi-
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sions of section eleven A 1/2 of chapter thirty A,
section nine G of chapter thirty-four or section
twenty-three B of chapter thirty-nine, in the pres-
ence of a quorum, and the names of all bidders and
the amounts of their bids shall be entered in the
minutes, or (2) in the presence of one or more
witnesses, and the procurement officer and said
witnesses shall sign a statement under penalties of
perjury listing the names of all bidders and the
amounts of their bids and declaring that said list is
a complete and accurate list of bids opened in the
presence of said witnesses. Such minutes or state-
ment, or a certified copy thereof, shall be filed with
the contract.
(e) The procurement officer shall evaluate a bid
based solely on the requirements and criteria set
forth in the invitation for bids. Such criteria shall
include the standards by which the procurement
officer will determine acceptability as to quality,
workmanship, results of inspections and tests, and
suitability for a particular purpose.
(f) The procurement officer shall unconditionally
accept a bid without alteration or correction, ex-
cept as provided in this paragraph. A bidder may
correct, modify, or withdraw a bid by written no-
tice received in the office designated in the invita-
tion for bids prior to the time and date set for the
bid opening. After bid opening, a bidder may not
change the price or any other provision of the bid
in a manner prejudicial to the interests of the
governmental body or fair competition. The pro-
curement officer shall waive minor informalities or
allow the bidder to correct them. If a mistake and
the intended bid are clearly evident on the face of
the bid document, the procurement officer shall
correct the mistake to reflect the intended correct
bid and so notify the bidder in writing, and the
bidder may not withdraw the bid. A bidder may
withdraw a bid if a mistake is clearly evident on
the face of the bid document but the intended
correct bid is not similarly evident.
(g) The procurement officer shall award the con-
tract to the lowest responsible and responsive bid-
der. A contract requiring payment to the govern-
mental body of a net monetary amount shall be
awarded to the highest responsible and responsive
bidder. The procurement officer shall award the
contract by written notice to the selected bidder
within the time for acceptance specified in the
invitation for bids. The time for acceptance may be
extended for up to 45 days by mutual agreement
between the governmental body and the apparent
lowest responsible and responsive bidder or, for a
contract requiring payment to the governmental
body, by mutual agreement between the govern-
mental body and the highest apparent responsible
and responsive bidder.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St. 1996, c.
450, § 82; St.2000, c. 159, §§ 71, 72.
§ 6. Competitive sealed proposals; requests for
proposals; additional evaluation criteria
(a) A chief procurement officer may enter into
procurement contracts in the amount of $25,000 or
more utilizing competitive sealed proposals, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this section. The
chief procurement officer shall not solicit competi-
tive sealed proposals unless he has determined in
writing that selection of the most advantageous
offer requires comparative judgments of factors in
addition to price, specifying the reasons for his
determination.
(b) The chief procurement officer shall solicit
proposals through a request for proposals. The
request for proposals shall include:
(1) the time and date for receipt of proposals, the
address of the office to which the proposals are to
be delivered, the maximum time for proposal ac-
ceptance by the governmental body;
(2) the purchase description and all evaluation
criteria that will be utilized pursuant to paragraph
(e); and
(3) all contractual terms and conditions applica-
ble to the procurement provided that the contract
may incorporate by reference a plan submitted by
the selected offeror for providing the required sup-
plies or services.
The request for proposals may incorporate docu-
ments by reference; provided, however, that the
request for proposals specifies where prospective
offerors may obtain the documents. The request for
proposals shall provide for the separate submission
of price, and shall indicate when and how the
offerors shall submit the price. The chief procure-
ment officer shall make copies of the request for
proposals available to all persons on an equal ba-
sis.
(c) Public notice of the request for proposals
shall conform to the procedures set forth in para-
graph (c) of section five.
(d) The chief procurement officer shall not open
the proposals publicly, but shall open them in the
presence of one or more witnesses at the time
specified in the request for proposals. Notwith-
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standing the provisions of section seven of chapter
four, until the completion of the evaluations, or
until the time for acceptance specified in the re-
quest for proposals, whichever occurs earlier, the
contents of the proposals shall remain confidential
and shall not be disclosed to competing offerors. At
the opening of proposals the chief procurement
officer shall prepare a register of proposals which
shall include the name of each offeror and the
number of modifications, if any, received. The reg-
ister of proposals shall be open for public inspec-
tion. The chief procurement officer may open the
price proposals at a later time, and shall open the
price proposals so as to avoid disclosure to the
individuals evaluating the proposals on the basis of
criteria other than price.
(e) The chief procurement officer shall designate
the individual or individuals responsible for the
evaluation of the proposals on the basis of criteria
other than price. The designated individuals shall
prepare their evaluations based solely on the crite-
ria set forth in the request for proposals. Such
criteria shall include all standards by which accept-
ability will be determined as to quality, workman-
ship, results of inspections and tests, and suitability
for a particular purpose, and shall also include all
other performance measures that will be utilized.
The evaluations shall specify in writing:
(1) for each evaluation criterion, a rating of each
proposal as highly advantageous, advantageous,
not advantageous, or unacceptable, and the rea-
sons for the rating;
(2) a composite rating for each proposal, and the
reasons for the rating; and
(3) revisions, if any, to each proposed plan for
providing the required supplies or services which
should be obtained by negotiation prior to award-
ing the contract to the offeror of the proposal.
(f) A proposal may be corrected, modified or
withdrawn to the extent provided in paragraph (f)
of section five.
(g) The chief procurement officer shall deter-
mine the most advantageous proposal from a re-
sponsible and responsive offeror taking into consid-
eration price and the evaluation criteria set forth in
the request for proposals. The chief procurement
officer shall award the contract by written notice to
the selected offeror within the time for acceptance
specified in the request for proposals. The parties
may extend the time for acceptance by mutual
agreement. The chief procurement officer may con-
dition an award on successful negotiation of the
revisions specified in the evaluation, and shall ex-
plain in writing the reasons for omitting any such
revision from a plan incorporated by reference in
the contract.
(h) If the chief procurement officer awards the
contract to an offeror who did not submit the
lowest price, the chief procurement officer shall
explain the reasons for the award in writing, speci-
fying in reasonable detail the basis for determining
that the quality of supplies or services under the
contract will not exceed the governmental body's
actual needs.
(i) If a contract requiring payment to the govern-
mental body of a net monetary sum is awarded to
an offeror who did not submit the highest price, the
chief procurement officer shall explain the reasons
for the award in writing as set forth in paragraph
(h).
(j) Notwithstanding the provisions of this sec-
tion, with respect to contracts for the recycling or
composting of solid waste or the treatment, com-
posting or disposal of sewage, septage or sludge at
a facility to be owned and constructed by a private
party or parties whether such facility will be, locat-
ed on public or private land, the request for pro-
posals may include proposed contractual terms and
conditions to be incorporated into the contract,
some of which may be deemed mandatory or non-
negotiable, provided that the request for proposals
may request proposals or offer options for fulfill-
ment of other contractual terms. The chief procure-
ment officer shall make a preliminary determina-
tion of the most advantageous proposal from a
responsible and responsive offeror taking into con-
sideration price and the evaluation criteria set
forth in the request for proposals. The chief pro-
curement officer may negotiate all terms of the
contract not deemed mandatory or non-negotiable
with such offeror. If after negotiation with such
offeror, the chief procurement officer determines
that it is in the best interests of the governmental
body, the chief procurement officer may determine
the proposal which is the next most advantageous
proposal from a responsible and responsive offeror
taking into consideration price and the evaluation
criteria set forth in the request for proposals, and
may negotiate all terms of the contract with such
offeror. The chief procurement officer shall award
the contract to the most advantageous proposal
from a responsible and responsive offeror taking
into consideration price, the evaluated criteria set
forth in the request for proposals, and the terms of
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the negotiated contract. The chief procurement of-
ficer shall award the contract by written notice to
the selected offeror within the time for acceptance
specified in the request for proposals. The time for
acceptance may be extended for up to 45 days by
mutual agreement between the governmental body
and the responsible and responsive offeror offering
the most advantageous proposal as determined by
the chief procurement officer.
(k) Notwithstanding the provisions of this sec-
tion, with respect to contracts for energy-related
services entered into by a city or town or group of
cities or towns, the requests for proposals may
include proposed contractual terms and conditions
to be incorporated into the contract, some of which
may be deemed mandatory or non-negotiable; pro-
vided, however, that the request for proposals may
request proposals or offer options for fulfillment of
other contractual terms. The chief procurement
officer shall make a preliminary determination of
the most advantageous proposal from a responsible
and responsive offeror taking into consideration
price and the evaluation criteria set forth in a
request for proposals. The chief procurement offi-
cer may negotiate all terms of the contract not
deemed mandatory or non-negotiable with such
offeror. If after negotiation with such offeror the
chief procurement officer determines that it is in
the best interest of the governmental body, the
chief procurement officer may determine the pro-
posal which is the next most advantageous propos-
al from a responsible and responsive offeror taking
into consideration price and the evaluation criteria
set forth in the request for proposals, and may
negotiate all terms of the contract with such offer-
or. The chief procurement officer shall award the
contract to the most advantageous proposal from a
responsible and responsive offeror taking into con-
sideration price, the evaluated criteria set forth in
the request for proposals, and the terms of the
negotiated contract. The chief procurement officer
shall award the contract by written notice to the
selected offeror within the time for acceptance
specified in the request for proposals. The parties
may extend the time for acceptance by mutual
agreement.
Added bv St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St.1992, c.
153, § 13; St.1997, c. 164, § 59; St.2000, c. 159, §§ 73,
74.
S 6A. Utilization of reverse auctions for the ac-
quisition of supplies and services
(a) A chief procurement officer may enter into
procurement contracts for $25,000 or more, utiliz-
ing reverse auctions for the acquisition of supplies
and services. The reverse auction process shall
include a specification of an opening date and time
when real-time electronic bids shall be accepted
and shall provide that the procedure remain open
until the designated closing date and time.
(b) All bids on reverse auctions shall be posted
electronically on the internet and updated on a
real-time basis and shall allow for registered bid-
ders to lower the price of their bid below the lowest
bid on the internet.
(c) The chief procurement officer shall require
vendors to register before the reverse auction open-
ing date and time and, as part of the registration,
agree to any terms and conditions and other re-
quirements of the solicitation.
(d) Any mechanism including, but not limited to,
software, developed by the operational services di-
vision to conduct reverse auctions by the common-
wealth, shall provide for the utilization of that
mechanism by municipalities.
(e) The operational services division may assess
a municipality utilizing the reverse auction mecha-
nism a reasonable fee, calculated to compensate for
any increased cost attributable to such utilization,
which shall be credited to the General Fund.
(f) Reverse auctions shall not be subject to clause
(1) of subsection (b) or subsection (d) of section 5
but shall be subject to all other provisions of said
section 5.
Added by St.2010, c. 188, § 14, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 7. Sole source procurements
(a) A procurement officer may award a contract
in an amount of less than $25,000 or any contract
for the procurement of library books, school text-
books, educational programs, educational courses,
educational curricula in any media including edu-
cational software, newspapers, serials, periodicals,
audiovisual materials or software maintenance
without competition when, after reasonable investi-
gation, the procurement officer determines in writ-
ing that only one practicable source for the re-
quired supply or service exists. The procurement
officer shall procure a proprietary item by competi-
tion if more than one potential bidder or offeror for
that item exists.
(b) The procurement officer shall record all sole
source procurements, specifying each contractor's
name, the amount and type of each contract, a
listing of supplies or services procured under each
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contract, and the basis of the determination that
the contractor was the only practicable source for
the required supply or service.
(c) A procurement officer may procure without
competition water, gas, electricity, sewer or tele-
phone services from a regulated industry company
as defined in section three of chapter twenty-five if
the procurement officer certifies in writing that
only one practicable source exists.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St. 1998, c.
172; St.1998, c. 463, § 34; St.2000, c. 128, § 1; St.2000,
c. 159, § 75.
§ 8. Emergency procurements
Whenever the time required to comply with a
requirement of this chapter would endanger the
health or safety of the people or their property a
procurement officer may make an emergency pro-
curement without following that requirement. An
emergency procurement shall be limited to only
supplies or services necessary to meet the emergen-
cy and shall conform to the requirements of this
chapter to the extent practicable under the circum-
stances. The procurement officer shall make a
record of each emergency as soon after the pro-
curement as practicable, specifying each contrac-
tor's name, the amount and the type of each con-
tract, a listing of the supply or service provided
under each contract, and the basis for determining
the need for an emergency procurement.
The procurement officer shall submit a copy of
this record at the earliest possible time to the state
secretary for placement in any publication estab-
lished by the state secretary for the advertisement
of procurements.
Added by St.1989, c. 687, § 3.
§ 9. Cancellation of invitation for bids; rejec-
tion of bids or proposals
The procurement officer may cancel an invitation
for bids, a request for proposals, or other solicita-
tion, or may reject in whole or in part any and all
bids or proposals when the procurement officer
determines that cancellation or rejection serves the
best interests of the governmental body. The pro-
curement officer shall state in writing the reason
for a cancellation or rejection.
Added by St.1989, c. 687, § 3.
§ 10. Certification of good faith
A person submitting a bid or a proposal for the
procurement or disposal of supplies or services to
any governmental body shall certify in writing, on
the bid or proposal, as follows:
The undersigned certifies under penalties of per-
jury that this bid or proposal has been made and
submitted in good faith and without collusion or
fraud with any other person. As used in this certi-
fication, the word "person" shall mean any natural
person, business, partnership, corporation, union,
committee, club, or other organization, entity, or
group of individuals.
(Signature of individual submitting bid
or proposal)
(Name of business)
Added by St.1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St.1996, c.
450, § 83.
§ 11. Splitting of procurements
No person shall cause or conspire to cause the
splitting or division of any procurement, specifica-
tion, invitation for bids, request for proposals, pro-
posal, solicitation, or quotation for the purpose of
evading a requirement of this chapter.
Added by St.1989, c. 687, § 3.
§ 12. Term of contract; information to be in-
cluded in solicitation; cancellation of
contract
(a) Unless otherwise provided by law and subject
to paragraph (b), a governmental body may enter
into a contract for any period of time which serves
the best interests of the governmental body; pro-
vided, however, that the procurement officer shall
include in the solicitation the term of the contract
and conditions of renewal, extension or purchase,
if any. The procurement officer shall not enter
into a contract unless funds are available for the
first fiscal year at the time of contracting. Pay-
ment and performance obligations for succeeding
fiscal years shall depend on the availability and
appropriation of funds.
(b) Unless authorized by majority vote, a pro-
curement officer shall not award a contract for a
term exceeding three years, including any renewal,
extension, or option. Such authorization may ap-
ply to a single contract or to any number or types
of contracts, and may specify a uniform limit or
different limits on the duration of any such con-
tracts.
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(c) The invitation for bids, request for proposals,
or other solicitation of any contract for a term
exceeding one year, including a renewal, extension
or option, shall state, in addition to the other
information required by this chapter:
(1) the amount of supplies or services required
for the proposed contract period, and whether such
amount is the actual amount required or an esti-
mate;
(2) that the bidder or offeror shall give a unit
price for each supply or service, and that the unit
price shall remain the same throughout the con-
tract, except to the extent that the solicitation and
resulting contract provides for price adjustments;
(3) that the procurement officer shall cancel the
contract if funds are not appropriated or otherwise
made available to support continuation of perform-
ance in any fiscal year succeeding the first year;
(4) whether the bidder or offeror shall submit
prices for:
(i) the first fiscal year only;
(ii) the entire time of performance only; or
(iii) both the first fiscal year and the entire time
of performance; and
(5) how the award will be determined, including,
if the contractor submits prices for the first fiscal
year and the entire time of performance, how the
prices will be compared.
When a contract is to contain an option for
renewal, extension, or purchase, the solicitation
shall include notice of the provision. The govern-
mental body shall retain sole discretion in exercis-
ing the option, and no exercise of an option shall
be subject to agreement or acceptance by the con-
tractor.
(d) When funds are not appropriated or other-
wise made available to support continuation of
performance in a subsequent fiscal year, the pro-
curement officer shall cancel the contract.
(e) The governmental body shall not exercise an
option for renewal, extension or purchase unless
the procurement officer, after reasonable investi-
gation of costs and benefits, has determined in
writing that the exercise of the option is more ad-
vantageous than alternate means of procuring
comparable supplies or services.
(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs
(a), (b), clause (3) of paragraph (c) and paragraph
(d) and further notwithstanding any contrary provi-
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sion of any law or the provisions of any charter, a
city or town may, in a contract for the disposal of
its garbage, refuse, and offal or treatment or dis-
posal of sewage, septage or sludge, agree that said
city or town shall not be exempt from liability on
such contract; provided, however, that such dis-
posal shall be in a sanitary manner approved by
the department of environmental protection; pro-
vided further, that the contract, including any re-
newal, extension, or option, shall be for a period
not exceeding twenty years; and provided, further,
that such contract has been authorized by majority
vote.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St.1992, c.
153, § 14; St.1992, c. 286, § 110; St. 1996, c. 450, §§ 84,
85; St.2003, c. 46, § 1 1, eff. July 31, 2003.
§ 13. Increase of services or supplies specified
in contract
The governmental body may increase the quanti-
ty of supplies or services or both specified in a
contract provided:
(1) the unit prices remain the same or less;
(2) the procurement officer has specified in writ-
ing that an increase is necessary to fulfill the actual
needs of the governmental body and is more eco-
nomical and practical than awarding another con-
tract;
(3) the parties agree to the increase in writing;
and
(4) the increase in the total contract price does
not exceed 25 per cent but a contract for the
purchase of gasoline, special fuel, fuel oil, road salt
or other ice and snow control supplies shall not be
subject to this limit; and
(5) the governmental body, with the agreement
of the contractor, may reduce the unit price for
supplies or services or both specified in a contract
to be paid by the governmental body at any time
during the term of the contract or when an option
to renew, extend or purchase is exercised.
Added bv St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St.2000, c.
159, § 76.
§ 13A. Recycling or composting contracts;
modifications and amendments
With respect to contracts for the recycling or
composting of solid waste or the treatment, com-
posting or disposal of sewage, septage or sludge
authorized under the provisions of subsection (e)
of section one, the governmental body may negoti-
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ate modifications and amendments to contracts for
recycling services involving the addition of materi-
als to be collected or processed, the deletion of
materials to be collected or processed, the change
in specifications with respect to materials to be
collected or processed, and any price adjustments
related to such modifications and amendments,
where the contract is for a term of two years, or
more, and where such changes are based upon
changes in market conditions since the commence-
ment of the contract, provided:
(1) after reasonable investigation of costs and
benefits, the chief procurement officer has deter-
mined in writing that such modification is in the
best interest of the governmental body; and
(2) where the modification involves the addition
of materials and an increase in price to the govern-
mental body, the chief procurement officer has
determined in writing that the amendment is more
advantageous than alternate means of procuring
such services.
Added by St. 1 992, c. 153, § 15.
§ 14. Specification requirements; proprietary
supply or service and sole source pro-
curement
Unless no other manner of description suffices,
and the procurement officer so determines in writ-
ing, setting forth the basis for the determination, all
specifications shall be written in a manner which
describes the requirements to be met without hav-
ing the effect of exclusively requiring a proprietary
supply or service, or a procurement from a sole
source.
Added by St. 1 989, c. 687, § 3.
§ 15. Tangible supply; disposition
(a) A governmental body shall dispose of a tangi-
ble supply, no longer useful to the governmental
body but having resale or salvage value, in accor-
dance with this section. This section does not apply
to the disposal of real property.
(b) The governmental body shall offer such sup-
ply through competitive sealed bids, public auction,
or established markets.
(c) Notice of sale by bid or auction shall conform
with the procedures set forth in paragraph (c) of
section five. The notice shall indicate the supply
offered for sale, designate the location and method
for inspection of such supply, state the terms and
conditions of sale including the place, date and
time for the bid opening or auction, and state that
the governmental body retains the right to reject
any and all bids.
(d) If the governmental body rejects the bid of
the highest responsive bidder, the governmental
body may:
(1) negotiate a sale of such supply so long as the
negotiated sale price is higher than the bid price;
or
(2) resolicit bids.
(e) A procurement officer may trade-in a supply
listed for trade-in in the invitation for bids or
request for proposals.
(f) For a supply with an estimated net value of
less than $5,000, the procurement officer shall dis-
pose of such supply using written procedures ap-
proved by the governmental body.
(g) Notwithstanding any other requirement of
this section, a governmental body may by majority
vote, unless otherwise prohibited by law, dispose of
a tangible supply no longer useful to the govern-
mental body but having resale or salvage value, at
less than the fair market value to a charitable
organization which has received a tax exemption
from the United States by reason of its charitable
nature.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St.2000, c.
159, § 77.
§ 16. Real property; disposition or acquisition
(a) If a governmental body duly authorized by
general or special law to engage in such transac-
tion determines that it shall rent, convey, or other-
wise dispose of real property, the governmental
body shall declare the property available for dispo-
sition and shall specify the restrictions, if any, that
it will place on the subsequent use of the property.
(b) The governmental body shall determine the
value of the property through procedures custom-
arily accepted by the appraising profession as val-
id.
(c) A governmental body shall solicit proposals
prior to:
(1) acquiring by purchase or rental real property
or an interest therein from any person at a cost
exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars; or
(2) disposing of, by sale or rental to any person,
real property or any interest therein, determined in
accordance with paragraph (b) to exceed twenty-
five thousand dollars in value.
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(d) The governmental body shall place an adver-
tisement inviting the submission of proposals in a
newspaper with a circulation in the locality suffi-
cient to inform the people of the affected locality.
The governmental body shall publish the advertise-
ment at least once a week for two consecutive
weeks. The last publication shall occur at least
eight days preceding the day for opening proposals.
The advertisement shall specify the geographical
area, terms and requirements of the proposed
transaction, and the time and place for the submis-
sion of proposals. In the case of the acquisition or
disposition of more than twenty-five hundred
square feet of real property, the governmental body
shall also cause such advertisement to be publish-
ed, at least thirty days before the opening of pro-
posals, in the central register published by the state
secretary pursuant to section twenty A of chapter
nine.
(e) The governmental body may shorten or waive
the advertising requirement if:
(1) the governmental body determines that an
emergency exists and the time required to comply
with the requirements would endanger the health
or safety of the people or their property; provided,
however, that the governmental body shall state the
reasons for declaring the emergency in the central
register at the earliest opportunity; or
(2) in the case of a proposed acquisition, the
governmental body determines in writing that ad-
vertising will not benefit the governmental body's
interest because of the unique qualities or location
of the property needed. The determination shall
specify the manner in which the property proposed
for acquisition satisfies the unique requirements.
The governmental body shall publish the determi-
nation and the reasons for the determination, along
with the names of the parties having a beneficial
interest in the property pursuant to section forty J
of chapter seven, the location and size of the prop-
erty, and the proposed purchase price or rental
terms, in the central register not less than thirty
days before the governmental body executes a bind-
ing agreement to acquire the property.
(f) Proposals shall be opened publicly at the time
and place designated in the advertisement. The
governmental body shall submit the name of the
person selected as party to a real property transac-
tion, and the amount of the transaction, to the state
secretary for publication in the central register.
(g) If the governmental body decides to dispose
of property at a price less than the value as deter-
mined pursuant to paragraph (b), the governmental
body shall publish notice of its decision in the
central register, explaining the reasons for its deci-
sion and disclosing the difference between such
value and the price to be received.
(h) This section shall not apply to the rental of
residential property to qualified tenants by a hous-
ing authority or a community development authori-
ty-
(i) Acquisitions or dispositions of real property
or any interest therein pursuant to this section
between governmental bodies and the federal gov-
ernment, the commonwealth or any of its political
subdivisions or another state or political subdivi-
sion thereof shall be subject to subsections (a), (b)
and (g).
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St. 1995, c.
131, § 2; St. 1996, e. 450, § 86; St.2000, c. 159, § 78.
§ 17. Writing requirement; invalidation of con-
tracts; forfeiture; civil actions
(a) All contracts in the amount of five thousand
dollars or more shall be in writing, and the govern-
mental body shall make no payment for a supply or
service rendered prior to the execution of such
contract.
(b) Subject to the provisions of section three A of
chapter forty, a contract made in violation of this
chapter shall not be valid, and the governmental
body shall make no payment under such contract.
Minor informalities shall not require invalidation of
a contract.
(c) A person who causes or conspires with an-
other to cause a contract to be solicited or awarded
in violation of a provision of this chapter shall
forfeit and pay to the appropriate governmental
body a sum of not more than two thousand dollars
for each violation. In addition, the person shall
pay double the amount of damages sustained by the
governmental body by reason of the violation, to-
gether with the costs of any action. If more than
one person participates in the violation, the dam-
ages and costs may be apportioned among them.
(d) The inspector general shall have authority to
institute a civil action to enforce paragraph (c) if
authorized by the attorney general.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3.
§ 18. Sheltered market programs
(a) For purposes of this section the following
phrases shall have the following meanings:
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"Disadvantaged vendor", any business benefi-
cially owned by one or more minority persons in
conformity with clauses (1) to (4), inclusive, of the
definition of "Minority business" set forth in sec-
tion forty N of chapter seven, and any business
beneficially owned by one or more women as pro-
vided in the definition of "Women-owned business"
set forth in said section 40N and any business
beneficially owned by 1 or more veterans as pro-
vided in the definition of "veteran-owned business"
as set forth in section 40N.
"Sheltered market program", a program under
which certain contracts are designated by the chief
procurement officer for procurement from one or
more classes of disadvantaged vendors.
(b) When authorized by majority vote, a chief
procurement officer may establish a sheltered mar-
ket program in conformity with the requirements
of this section. Such authorization may apply to a
single contract or to any number or types of con-
tracts, shall specify the class or classes of disad-
vantaged vendors to be included in the sheltered
market program, and shall to the extent constitu-
tionally required be based on findings that such
program is a remedy for the present effects of past
discrimination.
(c) A procurement officer shall not solicit or
award a contract pursuant to a sheltered market
program until the chief procurement officer, after
notice and a public hearing, has approved written
procedures for the operation of such program, has
filed such procedures with the state office of minor-
ity and women business assistance and the secre-
tary of state, and has published such procedures or
a summary thereof in a newspaper of general cir-
culation within the area served by the governmen-
tal body and in any publication established by the
secretary of state for the advertisement of such
notices.
Such written procedures shall, at a minimum,
include:
(1) procedures for the certification of disadvan-
taged vendors, which procedures shall require the
use of standardized application forms, the submis-
sion of applications sworn to under the penalties of
perjury, the maintenance of certification records by
the chief procurement officer or his designee, an
opportunity for a business denied certification to be
heard on such denial, the issuance of certificates
valid for a period not longer than two years, notice
and an opportunity to be heard prior to revocation
of certificates, and a public information campaign
to encourage certification; provided, however, that
a governmental body's certification procedures
may authorize participation in its sheltered market
program by any eligible disadvantaged vendor duly
certified under the sheltered market program of
another governmental body or by the state office of
minority and women business assistance;
(2) in the event the authorization required by
paragraph (b) does not designate the specific con-
tracts to which the sheltered market program ap-
plies, procedures for designating such contracts,
which procedures shall (i) set forth criteria for
designating contracts, (ii) require that each desig-
nation be in writing and based on written findings
that the contract meets such criteria, and (iii) pro-
vide for an administrative review of the appropri-
ateness of including the contract in the sheltered
market program;
(3) procedures for ensuring effective competition
among disadvantaged vendors for contracts within
the sheltered market program, including proce-
dures requiring (i) supplemental advertising in me-
dia serving disadvantaged communities, (ii) for the
procurement of a supply or service in the amount
of one thousand dollars but less than ten thousand
dollars, the receipt of written or oral quotations
from no fewer than three certified disadvantaged
vendors customarily providing such supply or ser-
vice; provided, however, that a quotation shall not
be considered until the vendor has submitted to the
procurement officer a copy of a valid certificate,
and (iii) for the procurement of a supply or service
in the amount of ten thousand dollars or more, the
receipt of responsive bids or proposals from no
fewer than three certified disadvantaged vendors;
provided, however, that a bid or proposal shall not
be considered unless accompanied by a copy of a
valid certificate; and
(4) procedures for review and assessment of the
sheltered market program, at least annually, based
upon a detailed written report by the chief procure-
ment officer or his designee, which report shall at a
minimum set forth for the twelve months then
ending (i) the number and dollar value of contracts
awarded to disadvantaged vendors under the shel-
tered market program, (ii) the total number, the
percentage, the total dollar value, and the percent-
age dollar value of contracts awarded by the gov-
ernmental body to disadvantaged vendors eligible
for participation in the sheltered market program,
(iii) a description of other efforts undertaken by the
governmental body to increase its contracting with
disadvantaged vendors, and (iv) recommendations
for continuing, modifying, or terminating the pro-
gram.
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A violation of any valid procedure adopted pur-
suant to this section shall constitute a violation of
this chapter.
(d) Advertisements for a contract within the shel-
tered market program shall state that the contract
will be awarded under a sheltered market program
and shall specify the class or classes of disadvan-
taged vendors to which competition for the con-
tract is limited.
(e) In no event shall a contract designated for
inclusion in a sheltered market program be award-
ed on a sole source basis. If fewer than three
responsive bids, proposals, or quotations are re-
ceived, or if all bids, proposals, or quotations are
rejected pursuant to section nine, the contract shall
not be awarded under the sheltered market pro-
gram.
(0 No contract shall be awarded under a shel-
tered market program for a term exceeding three
years, including any renewal, extension, or option.
No disadvantaged vendor shall be awarded a shel-
tered market program contract if at the time of
award such vendor is a party to any other sheltered
market program contract the term of which, in-
cluding any renewal, extension, or option, has not
expired. No disadvantaged vendor shall be award-
ed more than three sheltered market program con-
tracts by one or more governmental bodies within
any one-year period.
(g) Except as otherwise provided in this section,
all procurements under a sheltered market pro-
gram shall be undertaken in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3. Amended by St.2003, c.
137, § 20, eff. Nov. 26, 2003.
§ 19. Delegation of procurement officer's pow-
ers and duties
Subject to the provisions of section one hundred
and three of chapter forty-one, to the extent permit-
ted by charter or local by-law in a city or town, or
by written rules of the committee, commission or
executive appointing the chief procurement officer
in a district or county, a chief procurement officer
may delegate his powers and duties in accordance
with this section to one or more employees of the
governmental body. A delegation shall be in writ-
ing, be signed by the chief procurement officer, and
state the activity or function authorized and the
duration of the delegation. A delegation may be in
specific or general terms, may be limited to a
particular procurement or class of procurements,
and may be conditioned upon compliance with
specified procedures. A delegation may be re-
voked or amended whenever the chief procurement
officer determines that revocation or amendment is
in the best interests of the governmental body. A
delegation of powers or duties by a chief procure-
ment officer and any revocation or amendment
thereof shall not take effect until a copy of the same
has been filed with the office of the inspector
general.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 3.
§ 20. Preference for products of agriculture
grown or produced using products
grown in commonwealth; governmen-
tal bodies
(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary and to the extent permitted by
federal law, a governmental body may, by a majori-
ty vote, establish a preference for products of agri-
culture as defined in section 1A of chapter 128
including, but not limited to, fruits, vegetables,
eggs, dairy products, meats, crops, horticultural
products and products processed into value added
products as part of a Massachusetts farm operation
as well as fish, seafood, and other aquatic products.
(b) Wherever a governmental body by a majority
vote establishes a preference for the procurement
of such products of agriculture grown or produced
using products grown in the commonwealth, the
procurement officer responsible for procuring agri-
cultural products on behalf of the governmental
body shall effectuate such preference in: (i) adver-
tising for bids, contracts or otherwise and making
reasonable efforts to facilitate the purchase of such
products of agriculture grown or produced using
products grown in the commonwealth; and (ii)
purchasing products of agriculture grown or pro-
duced using products grown in the commonwealth,
unless the price of such goods exceeds, by more
than 10 per cent, the price of agricultural products
grown or produced outside of the commonwealth.
Added by St.2006, c. 123, § 34, eff. June 24, 2006.
§ 21. Repealed, 2010, 112, Sec. 6
§ 22. Cooperative purchasing agreements be-
tween public procurement units or pub-
lic procurement unit and external pro-
curement activity
A public procurement unit may participate in,
sponsor, conduct or administer a cooperative pur-
chasing agreement for the procurement of supplies
with public procurement units or external procure-
ment activities in accordance with an agreement
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entered into between the participants. The public
procurement unit conducting the procurement of
supplies shall do so in a manner that constitutes a
full and open competition.
Added by St.2010, c. 188, § 15, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 23. Cooperative purchasing agreements be-
tween public procurement units or pub-
lic procurement unit and external pro-
curement activity
A public procurement unit may participate in,
sponsor, conduct or administer a cooperative pur-
chasing agreement for the procurement of supplies
with public procurement units or external procure-
ment activities in accordance with an agreement
entered into between the participants. The public
procurement unit conducting the procurement of
supplies shall do so in a manner that constitutes a
full and open competition.
Added by St.2010, c. 454, § 20, eff. Jan. 14, 201 1.
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CHAPTER 32
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS AND PENSIONS
Selected section
Section
99. Advance payments.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 99. Advance payments for retirement, and shall establish rules and regula-
T,, . c ... . i • i tions governing such pavments.The treasurer ol any city, town or county which b b v J
accepts this section may make advance payments This section shall take effect upon its acceptance
in an amount not to exceed any retirement allow- in a city by vote of the city council, subject to the
ance actually due to employees of such city, town provisions of its charter; in a town by vote of the
or county who are eligible for, and who have filed voters at a town meeting; and in a county by vote
applications for, retirement, during such period as of the county commissioners.
is necessary for the processing of such applications Added by St. 1959, c. 121.
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CHAPTER 32B
CONTRIBUTORY GROUP GENERAL OR BLANKET INSURANCE
FOR PERSONS IN THE SERVICE OF COUNTIES, CITIES,
TOWNS AND DISTRICTS, AND THEIR DEPENDENTS
Selected sections
Section Section
1. Purpose of chapter. 9E. Subsidiary or additional rate; payment by political
2. Definitions. subdivisions; premium payment by retired em-
2A. Traffic supervisors as employees. ployee; acceptance of section.
2B. Reserve, permanent-intermittent or call firefighters 10. Acceptance of chapter by county, city, town, mu-
as employees. nicipality or district.
3. Purchase of group life, accidental death, etc., in- 10A purchase of insurance by public authority follow-
surance policies; reinsurance agreements. m„ acceptance of chapter
3A. Administrative services contract for payment of 15 Insurance coverage for employees of governmental
claims by political subdivision; claims trust
units; appropriation or expenditure of public
tund; annual audit. f i f . r
_ . ,, ... ., . j. funds tor payment or premiums.
7. Premiums; withholding, contribution; direct pay- ,, ~. . , . c ruuub r J 16. Optional insurance tor services or health care or-
ment. . .
7A. Contribution and withholding for premiums; sub-
,
_ „,^ ...
sidiary or additional rate; payments in lieu of S^- 10" t0 COntmue in
,
surance coverages; notice.
withholding; acceptance of section. 18 - Medicare extension plans; mandatory transfer of
8. Dividends, refunds and rate credits to inure to retirees.
benefit of governmental unit l^A. Medicare extension plans; mandatory transfer of
8A. Dividends and refunds; deposit in employees' retirees.
group insurance trust fund; administrative costs; 19. Health carriers; contracts; public employee corn-
effective date. mittees; agreements with public authorities;
9. Policy provisions. transfer of subscribers to commission.
9A. Political subdivision; contribution for insurance 20. Other Post Employment Benefits Liability Trust
premiums of retired employees. Fund; local option; funding schedule.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
St. 1956, c. 730, § J, an emergency act, § 1. Purpose of chapter
approved Oct. 5, 1956, repealed Chapter
32B of the General Laws, consisting of§§ 1 The Purpose of this chapter is to provide a plan
to 14 and inserting in place thereof a new of group life insurance, group accidental death and
Chapter 32B, consisting of§§ 1 to 14. dismemberment insurance and group general or
blanket hospital, surgical, medical, dental and oth-
DISPOSITION TABLE
er hea itn insurance for certain persons in the ser-
Showing where the subject matter of Chapter v ice f counties, except Worcester county, cities,
32B, stricken out by St. 1956, c. 730, § 1, can be t j j. . • . j .-% • j j .
r , • .,
J
cc
, i , ' j \ . towns and districts and their dependents,lound in the new SS 1 to 14 enacted thereby. r
Added by St. 1956, c. 730, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
l°
r™r
c ?
CW
806, § 1; St.1982, c. 615, § 3.
Section Section
1 1
2 2 § 2. Definitions
3 . . 3
4 4 The following words and phrases as used in this
5 5 chapter shall have the meanings as defined herein:
° " (a) "Appropriate public authority", as to a coun-
' '
' ' ty, except Worcester county, the county commis-
g q sioners; as to a city, the mayor; as to a town, the
,q iq selectmen; as to a district, the governing board
I j
thereof and for the purposes of this chapter if a
12 collective bargaining agreement is in place, as to a
13 — commonwealth charter school as defined by sec-
14 13 tion 89 of chapter 7 1 , the board of trustees and; as
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to an education collaborative, as defined by section
4E of chapter 40, the board of directions.
(b) "Dependents", an employee's spouse, an em-
ployee's unmarried children under nineteen years
of age, and any child nineteen years of age or over
who is mentally or physically incapable of earning
his own living, provided that any additional premi-
um which may be required is paid for the coverage
of such handicapped child. Said definition shall
also include an unmarried child nineteen years of
age or over who is a full-time student in an edu-
cational or vocational institution and whose pro-
gram of education has not been substantially inter-
rupted by full-time gainful employment excluding
service in the armed forces; provided, that any
additional premium which may be required for the
coverage of such student shall be paid in full by the
employee. The standards for such full-time in-
struction and the time required to complete such a
program of education shall be determined by the
appropriate public authority.
(c) "District", any water, sewer, light, fire, veter-
ans' services or other improvement district or pub-
lic unit created within one or more political subdi-
visions of the commonwealth for the purpose of
providing public services or conveniences.
(d) "Employee ', any person in the service of a
governmental unit or whose services are divided
between two or more governmental units or be-
tween a governmental unit and the commonwealth,
and who receives compensation for such service or
services, whether such person be employed, ap-
pointed or elected by popular vote, and any em-
ployee of a free public library maintained in a city
or town to the support of which said city or town
annually contributes not less than one half of the
cost; provided, the duties of such person require
no less than twenty hours, regularly, in the service
of the governmental unit during the regular work
week of permanent or temporary employment, and
provided, further that no seasonal employee or
emergency employees shall be included; except
that persons elected by popular vote may be con-
sidered eligible employees during the entire term
for which they are elected regardless of the number
of hours devoted to the service of the governmental
unit. A member of a call fire department or other
volunteer emergency service agency serving a mu-
nicipality shall be considered an employee, if ap-
proved by vote of the municipal legislative body,
and the municipality shall charge such individual
100 per cent of the premium. If an employee's
services are divided between governmental units,
the employee shall, for the purposes of this chap-
ter, be considered an employee of the governmen-
tal unit which pays more than fifty per cent of his
salary. But, if no one of said governmental units
pays more than fifty per cent of said employee's
salary, the governmental unit paying the largest
share of the salary shall consider the employee as
its own for membership purposes, and said govern-
mental unit shall contribute fifty per cent of the
cost of the premium. If the payment of an employ-
ee's salary is equally divided between governmental
units, the governmental unit having the larger or
largest population shall contribute fifty per cent of
the cost of the premium. If an employee's salary is
divided in any manner between a governmental
unit and the commonwealth, the governmental unit
shall contribute fifty per cent of the cost of the
premium. An employee eligible for coverage un-
der the provisions of this chapter shall not be
eligible for coverage as an employee under the
provisions of chapter thirty-two A. Teachers and
all other public school employees shall be deemed
to be employees during the months of July and
August for purposes of this chapter; provided,
however, that employee contributions for such
health insurance for those two months are deduct-
ed from the compensation paid for services ren-
dered during the previous school year. A determi-
nation by the appropriate public authority that a
person is eligible for participation in the plan of
insurance shall be final. Nothing in this paragraph
shall apply to Worcester county or its employees.
(e) "Employer", the governmental unit.
(f) "Governmental unit", any political subdivi-
sion of the commonwealth.
(g) "Political subdivision", any county, except
Worcester county, city, town or district.
(h) "Commission", the group insurance commis-
sion established by section three of chapter thirty-
two A.
(i) "Optional medicare extension", a program of
hospital, surgical, medical, dental and other health
insurance for such active employees and their de-
pendents and such retired employees and their
dependents, except elderly governmental retirees
insured as provided under section eleven B, as are
eligible or insured under the federal health insur-
ance for the aged act, as may be amended from
time to time.
(j) "Health care organization ", an organization
for the group practice of medicine, with or without
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hospital or other medical institutional affiliations,
which furnishes to the patient a specified or unlim-
ited range of medical, surgical, dental, hospital and
other types of health care services.
Added by St.1956, c. 730, § 1. Amended by St.1958, c.
136, § 2; St.1958, c. 536; St.1958, c. 558, § 3; St.1958,
c. 580; St. 1960, c. 214, § 1; St. 1960, c. 337, § 1;
St.1962, c. 193, § 3; St. 1965, c. 841, § 1; St.1971, c.
946, § 4; St.1975, c. 806, § 2; St.1982, c. 615, §§ 4 to 6;
St.1992, c. 250; St.2003, c. 46, § 12, eff. July 31, 2003;
St.2006, c. 90, eff. May 19, 2006; St.2007, c. 67, §§ 3D,
3E, eff. July 25, 2007.
§ 2A. Traffic supervisors as employees
In cities and towns which accept the provisions
of this section, traffic supervisors shall be consid-
ered employees under this chapter, notwithstand-
ing the definition of "Employee" in section two.
Added by St. 1 977, c. 342.
§ 2B. Reserve, permanent-intermittent or call
firefighters as employees
In governmental units which accept the provi-
sions of this section, reserve, permanent-intermit-
tent or call firefighters shall be considered em-
ployees under this chapter, notwithstanding the
definition of "Employee" in section two, and upon
retirement shall be considered retirees under this
chapter.
Added by St. 1987, c. 246.
§ 3. Purchase of group life, accidental death,
etc., insurance policies; reinsurance
agreements
Upon acceptance of this chapter as hereinafter
provided, the appropriate public authority of the
governmental unit shall negotiate with and pur-
chase, on such terms as it deems to be in the best
interest of the governmental unit and its employ-
ees, from one or more insurance companies, sav-
ings banks or non-profit hospital, medical, dental
or other, service corporations, a policy or policies
of group life and accidental death and dismember-
ment insurance covering employees, and group
general or blanket insurance providing hospital,
surgical, medical and dental benefits covering em-
ployees and their dependents as provided under
section eleven and section eleven A if applicable
and shall execute all agreements or contracts per-
taining to said policies or any amendments thereto
for and on behalf and in the name of such govern-
mental unit. Said policy, or policies, including
policies purchased under authority of sections
three A and sixteen, shall contain a requirement
that the insurance company, savings bank, non-
profit hospital, medical, dental or other service
corporations, other intermediary or health care
organizations, shall furnish the governmental unit,
or its designee, all nonconfidential claims without
diagnosis on a form satisfactory to the governmen-
tal unit including, but not limited to, computer
tape, disc or unlined paper reports. Said insurer
may, pursuant to a contract between said insurer
and said governmental unit, charge the govern-
mental unit a reasonable fee to cover the costs of
providing the nonconfidential claims in the form
requested by the governmental unit. Prior to the
purchase of said insurance, and execution of all
such agreements or contracts within the limits es-
tablished by said sections, the appropriate public
authority shall consult with an advisory committee
for the purpose of securing the written recommen-
dations of a majority of the membership of said
committee. Said committee shall consist of eight
members as follows: seven persons to be duly
elected or appointed to membership on such com-
mittee by organizations of the employees affected,
and one person who shall be a retiree of a govern-
mental unit who shall be duly appointed to mem-
bership on said committee by the appropriate pub-
lic authority. If the appropriate public authority
finds that the committee's recommendations in
whole or in part cannot be included within the
aforementioned agreements or contracts, at the
written request of any member of said committee
within thirty days from the effective date of the
agreements or contracts, the appropriate public
authority shall submit to said member, in writing,
the reasons for the rejection of any or all of the
recommendations and a copy shall be filed with the
commission. The appropriate public authority
may execute said agreements or contracts for a
period not exceeding five years; provided, howev-
er, that the portion of the cost of the premium per
month to be borne by the governmental unit shall
not exceed the estimated monthly cost for which
funds have been appropriated for the then current
fiscal year. If a town or district having accepted
the provisions of section ten accepts any other
section of this chapter but fails to appropriate the
funds necessary to implement said provisions, the
selectmen, in the case of a town, or the prudential
committee or district commissioner, in the case of
a district, shall certify the cost to the town or
district, as the case may be, in carrying out the
provisions of this chapter to the board of assessors
who shall include the amount so certified in the
determination of the tax rate of that year. If a city
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accepts the provisions of this chapter as provided
under section ten and as further provided under
sections seven A and nine E, the annual budget
shall include sums necessary to implement said
provisions. Arrangements may be made with the
carrier or carriers issuing such policy or policies
purchased under this chapter to reinsure, by rein-
surance agreement, under conditions approved by
the appropriate public authority, portions ol the
total amount of such insurance with such other
carriers as may elect to participate in such insur-
ance.
For the purposes of this chapter, any non-profit
hospital service corporation or non-profit medical
corporation organized under chapter one hundred
and seventy-six A or one hundred and seventy-six B
and any dental service corporation organized un-
der chapter one hundred and seventy-six E shall be
and is hereby authorized to enter into a reinsur-
ance agreement as herein provided in the same
manner as any other insurance company.
Added by St. 1956, c. 730, § 1. Amended by St. 1957, c.
242; St.1959, c. 170; St.1960, c. 337, § 2; St.1961, c.
236; St.1961, e. 334, § 1; St.1968, c. 100, § 4; St. 1971,
c. 196; St.1973, c. 843, § 1; St. 1974, c. 721; St.1975, c.
183; St.1975, c. 806, §§ 3, 4; St.1979, c. 268, § 7;
St.1987, c. 565; St. 1990, c. 499, § 9; St.1993, c. 110,
§ 100; St. 1996, c. 366, § 7.
§ 3A. Administrative services contract for pay-
ment of claims by political subdivision;
claims trust fund; annual audit
A city, town, county, except Worcester county, or
other subdivision of the commonwealth, when pro-
viding hospital, surgical, medical, dental and other
health care coverage as authorized by this chapter,
and subject to the adequacy of a claims trust fund
as hereinafter described, may, in lieu of or in
addition to entering into the insurance policies,
agreements, or contracts described in this chapter,
enter into an administrative services or other con-
tract with one or more insurance companies, non-
profit hospital, medical or dental service corpora-
tions organized under chapter one hundred and
seventy-six A, chapter one hundred and seventy-six
B, or chapter one hundred and seventy-six E, or
with one or more health care organizations, or
with one or more third-party administrators or
other entities to organize, arrange, or provide for
the delivery or payment of health care coverage or
services, whereby the funds for the payment of
claims of eligible persons, including appropriate
service charges of the insurance carrier, third party
administrator or other intermediary, shall be fur-
nished by the respective subdivision from the
claims trust fund for the payment by such interme-
diary to the health care vendors or persons entitled
to such payment in accordance with the terms and
provisions of said contract. Subject to the adequa-
cy of a claims trust fund, as hereinafter described,
a city, town, county, except Worcester county, or
other subdivision of the commonwealth may itself
provide all or a portion of the administrative ser-
vices authorized by this section without contracting
with an insurance company, third party adminis-
trator or other intermediary for such services. If
deemed by the city, town, county, except Worcester
county, or other subdivision to be in the best inter-
ests of the subdivision and its active and retired
employees and their eligible dependents, the re-
spective subdivision may enter into such service
type contracts for a period not to exceed five years.
Funds made available by appropriations by the
city, town, county except Worcester county, or oth-
er subdivision of the commonwealth for purposes
of this chapter on the basis of the contributory
share of the subdivision as set forth and applicable
therein shall, upon authorization by the subdivi-
sion, be transferred from said appropriation ac-
count by the treasurer and shall be deposited from
time to time by the treasurer in a separate fund to
be known as the claims trust fund. Notwithstand-
ing the provisions of section fifty-five of chapter
forty-four, the treasurer shall be the custodian of
said fund and may deposit the proceeds in national
banks or invest the proceeds by deposit in savings
banks, cooperative banks or trust companies orga-
nized under the laws of the commonwealth, or
invest the same in such securities as are legal for
the investment of funds of savings banks under the
laws of the commonwealth or in federal savings
and loan associations situated in the common-
wealth. Any interest or return of premium or
claims advance, excluding dividends applicable to
section eight or eight A, shall be added to and
become part of the fund. The treasurer shall invest
and reinvest as aforesaid such funds to the extent
not required for current disbursement as deter-
mined by the subdivision. Any interest liability
incurred as the result of processing a tax anticipa-
tion loan authorized by section four of chapter
forty-four, and directly related to the establishment
or the continuance of the aforesaid claims trust
fund, shall be chargeable to said fund. The trea-
surer shall take measures that will assure a suffi-
cient balance at all times in said fund to make
prompt payment for incurred and unpaid claims
63
32B §3A MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
and other related liabilities. The subdivision inso-
far as practicable shall prepare annually or sooner
a schedule for the treasurer which shall be an
estimate of the amounts of anticipated monthly
disbursements to be made from said fund and shall
as frequently as necessary authorize disbursements
therefrom in accordance with the terms and condi-
tions of the contracts authorized by this section.
Where an annual or earlier accounting of admin-
istrative service charges, claims paid, and claims
incurred and unpaid, under a contract authorized
by this section to the subdivision, discloses that
payment from the fund has resulted in the contri-
butions of the subdivision and its employees and
retirees toward a previously established total
monthly premium or rate has been shared on a
ratio inconsistent with the share of the contribu-
tions as provided from time to time by applicable
sections of this chapter, the subdivision shall adjust
future contributions toward the total monthly pre-
mium or rate to compensate for the inconsistency.
Payment to the subdivision by the employees, retir-
ees and surviving spouses of their contribution
toward the total monthly premium or rate shall be
to the extent and manner as required in the appli-
cable sections of this chapter.
Any city, town, county, or other political subdivi-
sion of the commonwealth maintaining a claim
trust fund under this section shall cause an audit of
that fund to be made annually. The audit shall
determine whether the accounting for the fund is
in accordance with generally accepted accounting
principles, including accrual for claims that have
been incurred but not paid as of the conclusion of
the fiscal year. The audit may be performed as
part of the annual audit of the city, town, county,
or other political subdivision. The amount of any
deficit in a claims trust fund, if not otherwise
provided for, shall be raised in the next fiscal year's
tax rate for a city or town, or be provided in the
next fiscal year's budget for any other political
subdivision and credited to the claims trust fund.
Nothing in this paragraph shall eliminate the re-
quirement of the preceding paragraph with respect
to adjusting the future ratio of monthly premium
contributions of the subdivision and its employees
and retirees to achieve a previously established
ratio or ratios of monthly premium contributions.
Added by St. 1977, c. 900. Amended by St. 1979, c. 268,
§ 8; St.1982, c. 615, § 7; St.1991, c. 138, § 120;
St.1996, c. 366, § 8; St.2005, c. 61, § 1, eff. Aug. 3, 2005.
§ 7. Premiums; withholding, contribution; di-
rect payment
(a) With respect to any period of insurance
which is in effect for an active or retired employee
and dependent there shall be withheld from each
payment of salary, wages, other compensation,
pension or retirement allowance, subject to the
provisions of section nine A, fifty per cent of the
premium for the insurance of the employee and his
dependents and the governmental unit shall con-
tribute the remaining fifty per cent of such premi-
um. The governmental unit shall also contribute
fifty per cent of any additional premium which may
be required for coverage of an employee's depen-
dent child who is nineteen years of age or over and
mentally or physically incapable of earning his own
living.
(b) If an employee is entitled to receive, during a
calendar month, salary, wages or other compensa-
tion, and the premium has not been withheld from
said salary, wages or other compensation, he may
continue his insurance in effect by paying directly
to the governmental unit the premium which
would otherwise have been deducted from his sala-
ry or wages and said governmental unit shall con-
tribute the remaining fifty per cent of the cost of
the premium. If an employee is not entitled to
receive salary, wages or other compensation for a
calendar month, for purposes of this chapter, he
shall be deemed to have been granted a leave of
absence without pay, and shall make payment for
the entire cost of his insurance to the governmental
unit as aforesaid, and there shall be no contribu-
tion by the governmental unit for such employee's
insurance. If an employee is not entitled to receive
salary, wages or other compensation for any calen-
dar month, due to illness of such employee and not
because of illness of his immediate family, for
purposes of this chapter he shall be deemed to have
been granted sick leave without pay, and subject to
the rules and regulations of the appropriate public
authority, said employee shall make payment for
fifty per cent of the cost of his insurance to the
treasurer of the governmental unit, and such gov-
ernmental unit shall contribute the remaining fifty
per cent of said premium.
(c) All amounts withheld from an employee's sal-
ary, wages or other compensation as provided in
paragraph (a) of this section and all amounts paid
by an employee as provided in paragraph (b) of this
section and all amounts withheld from retired em-
ployees as retirement allowances under the provi-
sions of section nineteen A of chapter thirty-two
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together with the contribution of the governmental
unit as provided in paragraph (a) shall be paid by
the treasurer of the governmental unit to the carri-
er or carriers entitled to the premium.
Added by St. 1956, c. 730, § 1. Amended by St. 1960, c.
214, § 2; St.l965,c. 841, § 4.
§ 7A. Contribution and withholding for premi-
ums; subsidiary or additional rate;
payments in lieu of withholding; ac-
ceptance of section
A governmental unit which has accepted the
provisions of section ten and which accepts the
provisions of this section may, as a part of the total
monthly cost of contracts of insurance authorized
by sections three and eleven C, with contributions
as required by section seven, make payment of a
subsidiary or additional rate which may be lower
or higher than a premium determined by the gov-
ernmental unit to be paid by the insured, the com-
bination of which shall result in the governmental
unit making payment of more, but not less, than
fifty per cent of the total monthly cost for such
insurance. No governmental unit, however, shall
provide different subsidiary or additional rates to
any group or class within that unit.
(a) With respect to any period of insurance
which is in effect for an active or retired employee
and dependent, there shall be withheld from each
payment of salary, wages, other compensation,
pension or retirement allowance, subject to the
provisions of section nine E, fifty per cent of a
premium for the insurance of the employee and his
dependents and the governmental unit shall con-
tribute the remaining fifty per cent of such premi-
um together with any subsidiary or additional rate.
The governmental unit shall also contribute fifty
per cent of a premium together with any subsidiary
or additional rate which may be required of an
employee's dependent child who is nineteen years
of age or over and mentally or physically incapable
of earning his own living.
(b) If an active or retired employee is entitled to
receive, during a calendar month, salary, wages,
other compensation, pension or retirement allow-
ance, and the premium has not been withheld from
said salary, wages, other compensation, pension or
retirement allowance, he may continue his insur-
ance in effect by paying directly to the governmen-
tal unit the premium which would otherwise have
been deducted from his salary or pension and said
governmental unit shall contribute the remaining
fifty per cent of the premium together with any
subsidiary or additional rate. If an employee is not
entitled to receive salary, wages or other compen-
sation for a calendar month, for purposes of this
chapter, he shall be deemed to have been granted a
leave of absence without pay, and he shall make-
payment for the entire cost of his insurance to the
governmental unit as aforesaid, and there shall be
no contribution by the governmental unit for such
employee's insurance. If an employee is not enti-
tled to receive salary, wages or other compensation
for any calendar month, due to illness of such
employee and not because of illness of his immedi-
ate family, for purposes of this section he shall be
deemed to have been granted sick leave without
pay, and subject to the rules and regulations of the
appropriate public authority, said employee shall
make payment of fifty per cent of the premium for
his insurance to the treasurer of the governmental
unit, and such governmental unit shall contribute
the remaining fifty per cent of such premium to-
gether with any subsidiary or additional rate.
(c) All amounts withheld from an employee's sal-
ary, wages or other compensation as provided in
paragraph (a) of this section and all amounts paid
by an employee as provided in paragraph (b) of this
section and all amounts withheld from retired em-
ployees as retirement allowances under the provi-
sions of section nineteen A of chapter thirty-two
together with the contribution of the governmental
unit as provided in paragraph (a) shall be paid by
the treasurer of the governmental unit to the carri-
er or carriers entitled to the total premium and
subsidiary or additional rate, if any.
(d) This section shall take effect in a county,
except Worcester county, city, town or district
upon its acceptance in the following manner:—In a
county by vote of the county commissioners; in a
city having a Plan D or Plan E charter by majority
vote of its city council; in any other city by vote of
its city council, approved by the mayor; in a dis-
trict, except as hereinafter provided, by vote of the
registered voters of the district at a district meet-
ing; in a regional school district by vote of the
regional district school committee; in a veterans'
services district by vote of the district board; in a
welfare district by vote of the district welfare com-
mittee; in a health district established under sec-
tion twenty-seven A of chapter one hundred and
eleven by vote of the joint committee; and in a
town either by vote of the town or by a majority of
affirmative votes cast in answer to the following
question which shall be printed upon the official
ballot to be used at an election in said town:
—
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"Shall the town, in addition to the payment of fifty
per cent of a premium for contributory group life
and health insurance for employees in the service
of the town and their dependents, pay a subsidiary
or additional rate?" Section seven shall not apply
in any governmental unit which accepts the provi-
sions of this section.
Added by St.1968, c. 100, § 1. Amended by St. 1972, c.
641, § 1; St.1973, c. 789, § 1; St.1982, c. 615, § 8.
§ 8. Dividends, refunds and rate credits to in-
ure to benefit of governmental unit
Any dividend or other refund or rate credit shall
inure to the benefit of the governmental unit or to
the governmental units participating under section
eleven in proportion to the gross premiums paid by
each governmental unit.
Added by St. 1956, c. 730, § 1.
§ 8A. Dividends and refunds; deposit in em-
ployees' group insurance trust fund;
administrative costs; effective date
In any governmental unit which accepts the pro-
visions of this section, all dividends, their equiva-
lent and other such refunds accepted by the gov-
ernmental unit from the carrier or carriers as a
result of any policy or policies entered into under
the authority of this chapter shall be deposited by
the treasurer thereof in a separate fund to be
known as the employees' group insurance trust
fund.
Prior to the distribution of all such dividends or
refunds, the appropriate public authority shall de-
termine the total administrative cost of all policies
of insurance entered into under authority of this
chapter for the calendar year preceding the date of
receipt of the dividend, and shall notify the treasur-
er to transfer the amount of said total administra-
tive cost from the said trust fund to the appropriate
general revenue accounts of the governmental unit.
If the said total administrative cost exceeds the
dividend receipts, the entire dividend shall be so
transferred; if the dividend receipts exceed the
said total administrative cost, the appropriate pub-
lic authority shall notify the treasurer to transfer to
the appropriate revenue accounts that portion of
the remaining balance which represents the gov-
ernmental units' proportionate share of the premi-
um cost of the policy year to which the dividend or
refund is attributable. The balance of said divi-
dend remaining in the trust fund shall represent
the employees' and retirees' proportionate share of
the premium cost. The appropriate public authori-
ty at a date deemed practicable shall then author-
ize the treasurer to expend the remaining balance
of the trust fund on behalf of the insured employees
and retired employees to reduce the insured em-
ployees' and retired employees' share of future
premium costs or by a proportionate refund to
insured members. The reduction of such costs
shall be determined by using the ratio of the divi-
dends received to the insured employees' and re-
tired employees' share of the total premiums which
yielded the dividend.
In the event two or more governmental units are
participating in accordance with section eleven, all
dividends or their equivalent or other such refunds
shall first be allocated to the respective governmen-
tal units in proportion to the gross premiums paid
by each governmental unit to the respective carrier
or carriers.
This section shall take effect in a county, except
Worcester county, city, town or district upon its
acceptance in the following manner:—In a county
by vote of the county commissioners; in a city
having a Plan D or Plan E charter by majority vote
of its city council; in any other city by vote of its
city council, approved by the mayor; in a district
by vote of the district at a district meeting; and in
a town if a majority of the votes cast in answer to
the following question, which shall be printed on
the official ballot to be used at an election in said
town, is in the affirmative:
—
"Shall the town dis-
tribute to its insured employees, after deducting the
town's total administrative cost, the balance of any
group insurance dividend which shall be based
upon the employees' proportionate share of the
total premiums paid for all insurance coverages?"
Section eight shall not apply in any governmen-
tal unit which accepts the provisions of this sec-
tion.
Added by St. 1965, c. 374, § 1. Amended by St. 1971, c.
432, § 3; St.1980, c. 150; St.1982, c. 615, § 9.
§ 9. Policy provisions
The policy or policies of insurance shall provide
that upon retirement of an employee, the policy or
policies providing at least two thousand dollars of
group life insurance and at least two thousand
dollars of group accidental death and dismember-
ment insurance as set forth in section five, except
the optional coverage referred to therein, shall be
reduced to one thousand dollars of group life insur-
ance, unless the governmental unit has accepted
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section nine F, and the retired employee shall make
payment of the full premium cost, subject to the
provisions of section nine A or nine E, whichever
may be applicable, of the average group premium
as determined by the appropriate public authority
for such insurance; and the group general or blan-
ket insurance providing hospital, surgical, medical,
dental and other health insurance, as provided
under sections four, eleven C, and sixteen as may
be applicable, shall be continued and the retired
employee shall pay the full premium cost, subject
to the provisions of section nine A or section nine E
whichever may be applicable of the average group
premium as determined by the appropriate public
authority for such hospital, surgical, medical, den-
tal and other health insurance.
The policy or policies may provide for group life
insurance not to exceed one thousand dollars on
the lives of retired employees who, up to the effec-
tive date of such policy or policies, were insured
under a group life policy purchased pursuant to the
provisions of clause (44) of section five of chapter
forty.
Prior to retirement, an insured employee who
terminates his services with the governmental unit
and who has a right to retire but whose retirement
is deferred under any applicable law shall for the
purpose of this chapter only be deemed to have
been granted a leave of absence without pay and
may continue all insurance coverages to which he
would have been entitled if he had not terminated
his services; provided he files an application there-
for with the treasurer of the governmental unit and
makes payment for the full premium cost of his
insurance with no contribution by the governmen-
tal unit notwithstanding the provisions of sections
nine A or nine E.
The policy or policies shall also provide that
upon termination of employment an employee shall
be entitled to convert his insurance to an individual
type of policy, subject to the provisions of section
one hundred and thirty-four of chapter one hun-
dred and seventy-five with respect to life insurance,
and subject to the requirements of the appropriate
public authority with respect to health insurance
coverages provided in this chapter which shall not
be less than the minimum hospital, medical, surgi-
cal, dental and other health benefits provided in an
individual policy regularly issued by the insurance
carrier at the time of conversion, except that with
respect to the services of a health care organiza-
tion, the contract made under section sixteen may
provide for extension or continuation of coverage
in lieu of the right to convert. No employee will be
permitted to convert his insurance or extend or
continue coverage for services of a health care
organization on separation from service more than
one time, if such converted or extended insurance
would result in a greater amount of insurance than
is provided in sections three, five, eleven C or
twelve, as the case may be.
Added by St. 1956, c. 730, § 1. Amended by St. 1961, c.
100; St.1961, c. 334, § 4; Sl.1965, c. 841, § 5; St.1968,
c. 100, § 3; St.1971, c. 946, § 6; St.1972, c. 763, § 1;
St. 1975, c. 806, §§ 8, 9; St. 1986, c. 705, § 3.
§ 9A. Political subdivision; contribution for in-
surance premiums of retired employees
A county, except Worcester county, by vote of the
county commissioners, a city having a Plan D or a
Plan E charter by majority vote of its city council,
any other city by vote of its city council, approved
by the mayor, a regional school district by vote of
the regional district school committee and a dis-
trict by vote of the district at a district meeting,
may provide that it will pay one-half of the amount
of the premium to be paid by a retired employee
under the first sentence of section 9. A town shall
provide for the payment by vote of the town at a
town meeting or if a majority of the votes cast in
answer to the following question which shall be
printed on the official ballot to be used at an
election in said town is in the affirmative:— "Shall
the town pay one-half the premium costs payable
by a retired employee for group life insurance and
for group general or blanket hospital, surgical,
medical, dental and other health insurance?"
Added by St. 1959, c. 595. Amended by St. 1973, c. 789,
§ 2; St.1975, c. 806, § 10; St.1982, c. 615, § 10;
St.2003, c. 46, § 13, ell July 31, 2003.
§ 9E. Subsidiary or additional rate; payment
by political subdivisions; premium
payment by retired employee; accep-
tance of section
A county, except Worcester county, by vote of the
county commissioners; a city having a Plan D or
Plan E charter by majority vote of its city council;
in any other city by vote of its city council, ap-
proved by the mayor; a district, except as hereinaf-
ter provided, by vote of the registered voters of the
district at a district meeting; a regional school
district by vote of the regional district school com-
mittee; a veterans' services district by vote of the
district board; a welfare district by vote of the
district welfare committee; a health district estab-
lished under section twenty-seven A of chapter one
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hundred and eleven by vote of the joint committee
may provide that it will pay in addition to fifty per
cent of a stated monthly premium as described in
section seven A for contracts of insurance author-
ized by sections three and eleven C, a subsidiary or
additional rate which may be lower or higher than
the aforesaid premium and the remaining fifty per
cent of said premium is to be paid by a retired
employee under the provisions of the first sentence
of section nine. A town shall provide for such
payment by vote of the town or if a majority of the
votes cast in answer to the following question
which shall be printed on the official ballot to be
used at an election in said town is in the affirma-
tive:
—
"Shall the town, in addition to the payment
of fifty per cent of a premium for contributory
group life, hospital, surgical, medical, dental and
other health insurance for employees retired from
the service of the town, and their dependents, pay a
subsidiary or additional rate?" Section nine A
shall not apply in any governmental unit which
accepts the provisions of this section. No govern-
mental unit, however, shall provide different sub-
sidiary or additional rates to any group or class
within that unit.
Added bv St. 1968, c. 100, § 2. Amended by St. 1972, e.
641, § 2; St.1973, c. 789, § 4; St.1975, c. 806, § 16;
St. 1982, c. 615, § 14.
§ 10. Acceptance of chapter by county, city,
town, municipality or district
This chapter, except sections seven A, eight A,
nine A, nine C, nine D, nine E, nine F, eleven A,
eleven B, eleven D, eleven E, eleven F and sixteen,
may be accepted in a county, except Worcester
county, by vote of the county commissioners; in a
city having a Plan D or Plan E charter by majority
vote of its city council, in any other city by vote of
its city council, approved by the mayor, in a munic-
ipality having a town council form of government,
by vote of the town council, subject to the provi-
sions of the charter of such municipality; in a
district, except as hereinafter provided, by vote of
the registered voters of the district at a district
meeting; in a regional school district by vote of the
regional district school committee; in a veterans'
services district by vote of the district board; in a
welfare district by vote of the district welfare com-
mittee; in a health district established under sec-
tion twenty-seven A of chapter one hundred and
eleven by vote of the joint committee; and in a
town by submission for acceptance to the regis-
tered voters in the form of the following question
which shall be printed upon the official ballot to be
used at an election:
—
"Shall certain provisions of
chapter thirty-two B of the General Laws, authoriz-
ing any county, except Worcester county, city, town
or district to provide a plan of contributory group
life insurance, group accidental death and dismem-
berment insurance, and group general or blanket
hospital, surgical, medical, dental and other health
insurance for certain persons in the service of such
county, city, town or district and their dependents,
be accepted by this town?" If a majority of the
voters voting on the question shall vote in the
affirmative, this chapter, except sections seven A,
eight A, nine A, nine C, nine D, nine E, nine F,
eleven A, eleven B, eleven D, eleven E, eleven F
and sixteen, shall take effect in such town.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general
law to the contrary, neither the acceptance of this
chapter nor the acceptance of any individual sec-
tion thereof by a governmental unit shall be re-
voked or rescinded.
This chapter shall not apply to Worcester county
nor to its employees, and they shall be eligible for
coverage under the provisions of chapter thirty-two
A. This action shall be a transferral and not a
revocation or rescission.
Added by St. 1956, c. 730, § 1. Amended by St. 1962, c.
150; St. 1962, c. 647, § 4; St.1965, c. 374, § 2; St.1967,
c. 352; St.1967, c. 373, § 1; St.1968, c. 100, § 5;
St. 1970, c. 626, § 2; St.1971, c. 203, § 1; St.1971, c.
946, § 7; St.1972, c. 763, § 3; St.1975, c. 806, § 18;
St.1977, c. 870, § 2; St.1982, c. 615, § 17; St.1986, c.
557, § 51.
§ 1 0A. Purchase of insurance by public author-
ity following acceptance of chapter
The appropriate public authority shall provide
for the purchase of insurance, or include the cost
thereof, for dental expenses under those sections of
this chapter which provide for the purchase of
hospital, surgical, medical, dental and other health
insurance benefits but only upon the acceptance of
this section in the following manner:—in a city
having a Plan D or Plan E charter by majority vote
of its city council; in any other city by vote of its
city council, approved by the mayor; in a district,
except as hereinafter provided, by vote of the regis-
tered voters of the district at a district meeting; in
a regional school district by vote of the regional
district school committee; in a veterans' services
district by vote of the district board; in a health
district established under section twenty-seven A of
chapter one hundred and eleven by vote of the joint
committee; and in a town by vote of the board of
selectmen or, by vote of the town at a town meeting
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or, by submission for acceptance to the registered
voters in the form of the following question which
shall be printed upon the official ballot to be used
at an election:
—
"Shall certain provisions of chap-
ter thirty-two B of the General Laws, authorizing
any county, except Worcester county, city or town
or district to provide dental benefits as part of
group general or blanket insurance providing hos-
pital, surgical, medical, and other health insurance
benefits for certain persons in the service of such
county, town or district and their dependents, be
accepted by this town?" If a majority of the voters
voting on the question shall vote in the affirmative,
the chapter shall take effect in such town.
Any town which is a member of the Cape Cod
municipal health group which does not provide
dental benefits under this chapter may provide that
any general, group or blanket insurance policy it
purchases makes dental benefits available to em-
ployees at said employees' expense.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general
law to the contrary, acceptance of this section shall
not be revoked or rescinded. This section shall not
apply to Worcester county nor its employees, and
they shall be eligible for coverage under the provi-
sions of chapter thirty-two A. This action shall be
a transferral and not a revocation or rescission.
Added by St. 1975, c. 806, § 19. Amended by St.1982, c.
615, §§ 18, 19; St.1993, c. 363.
§ 15. Insurance coverage for employees of gov-
ernmental units; appropriation or ex-
penditure of public funds for payment
of premiums
(a) Upon acceptance of this subsection by its
appropriate public authority and subject to any
necessary appropriation, a governmental unit, act-
ing by and through its appropriate public authority,
may offer its employees a policy or policies of
group long-term disability insurance, group dental
insurance or group vision care insurance. A gov-
ernmental unit may contract for such insurance
coverage individually or through its membership in
a trust or joint purchase group as provided in
section twelve of this chapter. A governmental
unit may elect to pay any part or none of the
premium cost for such insurance coverage for its
employees, and may bargain for such insurance
coverage collectively.
(b) No governmental unit may appropriate or
expend public funds for the payment of premiums
for group life insurance, group accidental death
and dismemberment insurance and group general
or blanket hospital, surgical, medical, dental and
other health insurance for its active or retired
employees, or their dependents, unless such insur-
ance is procured pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter, or unless such payments are authorized by
section five of chapter forty, or unless such pay-
ments are made, pursuant to an agreement of an
employer and an employee organization, to a
health and welfare trust fund agreement for the
purposes of (i) providing health benefits not other-
wise provided to such employees by said govern-
mental unit under the provisions of this chapter or
(ii) paying contributions by said governmental unit
toward premium costs or rates in excess of the
level of such premium cost or rate contributions
otherwise provided for under the provisions of this
chapter or (iii) providing health benefits required
under this chapter. This subsection shall not apply
to the county of Worcester.
Added by St. 1967, c. 373, § 2. Amended by St.1982, c.
615, §26; St. 1988, c. 82; St.1993, c. 110, § 102;
St.1996, c. 288, § 1.
§ 16. Optional insurance for services of health
care organizations
Upon acceptance of this section as hereinafter
provided, the appropriate public authority of the
governmental unit shall enter into a contract, here-
inafter described, to make available the services of
a health care organization to certain eligible and
retired employees and dependents, including the
surviving spouse and dependents of such active and
retired employees, on a voluntary and optional
basis, as it deems to be in the best interest of the
governmental unit and such eligible persons as
aforesaid, provided:
—
(1) that the total monthly premium cost to be
paid by the governmental unit is to be paid under
the terms of a contract to a carrier and not paid
directly to a health care organization. For pur-
poses of this chapter such a contract shall be
deemed to be a contract of insurance;
(2) that the health care organization maintains
fair and non-discriminatory formulas for the pay-
ment of all vendor's services and that such formu-
las result in the same relative charges to all fiscal
intermediaries or carriers with whom the health
care organization has an agreement; provided,
however, that any difference in relative charges
which may result from the application of a rate of
payment approved under section five of chapter
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one hundred and seventy-six A shall be deemed to
comply herewith.
The appropriate public authority shall negotiate
such a contract of insurance for and on behalf and
in the name of the governmental unit for such a
period of time not exceeding five years as it may in
its discretion, deem to be the most advantageous to
the governmental unit and the persons insured
hereunder.
All persons eligible for the insurance provided
under section five shall have the option to be in-
sured for the services of a health care organization
under this section but shall not be insured for both.
Eligible persons, having elected coverage under
this section by making application as provided in
section six, shall pay a minimum of ten percent of
the total monthly premium cost or rate for cover-
age under this section, and the governmental unit
shall pay the remainder of the total monthly premi-
um cost or rate; provided, however, that nothing
in this chapter shall preclude the parties to a col-
lective bargaining agreement under chapter one
hundred and fifty E from agreeing that such eligi-
ble persons shall pay a percent share of such total
monthly premium cost or rate which is higher than
said ten percent; provided, further, that such eligi-
ble persons shall in no event be required to pay
more than fifty percent of such total monthly pre-
mium cost or rate. Such payment by the insured
shall be made to the governmental unit as provided
in sections seven, seven A, nine A, nine B, nine C,
nine D and nine E, as may be applicable.
The governmental unit shall require under the
terms and provisions of such insurance contracts
an accounting at least annually of the payments
made to providers of services on behalf of each
person so insured; and, the extent and range of
health care services shall be a matter of continuing
analysis and study by the governmental unit for the
purpose of maintaining a reasonable relationship
between the total monthly premium cost or rate
and the schedule of health care services provided.
Any dividend or its equivalent derived from in-
surance contracts issued pursuant to this section
shall be applied as provided in sections eight or
eight A whichever may be applicable.
The appropriate public authority may adopt such
rules and regulations as may be necessary for the
administration of this section.
This section shall take effect in a county, except
Worcester county, city, town or district upon its
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acceptance in the following manner:—in a county,
except Worcester county, by vote of the county
commissioners; in a city having a Plan D or Plan E
charter by majority vote of its city council, in any
other city by vote of its city council approved by the
mayor; in a town by vote of the board of select-
men; in a regional school district by vote of the
regional district school committee and in all other
districts by vote of the registered voters of the
district at a district meeting.
Added by St.1971, c. 946, § 5. Amended by St.1973, c.
789, § 10; St.1973, c. 843, §§ 8 to 10; St. 1976, c. 454,
§ 2; St.1979, c. 268, § 10; St.1982, c. 615, § 27;
St.1989, c. 653, § 37; St.1996, c. 366, § 10.
§ 17. Election to continue insurance coverages;
notice
(a) In any city or town which accepts the provi-
sions of this section, an employee, in addition to
the right of a deferred retiree status, or, conversion
of insurance coverages to a non-group policy as
provided in this chapter, and upon his involuntary
termination of employment due to lack of funds,
lack of work, or abolition of the position, may elect
to continue all or a part of his insurance coverages
including membership in a health maintenance or-
ganization, until such employee and dependents
have become eligible and insured under another
group plan of health insurance but in no event
shall such extension of coverages exceed a period
of thirty-nine weeks computed from the date of
termination of employment or the date to which
insurance premiums have been regularly paid,
whichever is the later.
(b) Upon determination by the employer of the
termination of employment as described in this
section, the employer shall notify in writing the
employee of the right to elect to continue coverages
under this section and a copy of such notification
shall be sent to the treasurer or department
charged with the responsibility to administer the
group insurance plans for payroll deduction, and
direct payment purposes, at least fifteen working
days if possible, prior to the date of termination of
employment.
(c) The involuntarily terminated insured employ-
ee and on behalf of his dependents shall, upon
election to continue insurance coverages under this
section, give at least a thirty day written notice
thereof to the employer. Such employee shall be
responsible for making payment to the treasurer of
the governmental unit of the total monthly premi-
ums or rates, with no contribution by the govern-
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mental unit. The treasurer of the governmental
unit, or his authorized designee, shall send a writ-
ten notice by regular mail of the monthly premi-
ums when due to the last known address of the
terminated employee, who, upon making timely
monthly payments to the treasurer shall be re-
quired to certify under the penalty of perjury that
the employee is not eligible or insured under an-
other group policy or plan. Failure on the part of
the treasurer to transmit the terminated employee's
premiums to the governmental unit's insurance
carriers in a timely manner shall nevertheless ren-
der the insurance carrier and the governmental
unit liable under its policy or contracts for payment
of claims to the same extent as if the treasurer had
transmitted the employee's premiums in a timely
manner to the insurance carriers or plans. Section
twenty-seven C of chapter twenty-nine shall not
apply to this paragraph.
(d) Upon expiration of the period of the exten-
sion as provided in this section the governmental
unit shall provide to the terminated employee and
dependents conversion rights to non-group cover-
ages to the extent that such rights had not been
exercised heretofore during the latest period of
employment.
(e) If it is determined by the appropriate public
authority to be in the best interests of the govern-
mental unit and its formerly insured employees
whose employment has been terminated as de-
scribed in this section that the extension of the
insurance coverages would be less costly to the
local governmental unit by transferring the eligibil-
ity tor similar coverages, as provided by the com-
monwealth for its employees, to the commission
for the centralization and maintenance during this
temporary extension period and without loss of
other rights to the terminated employee, applica-
tion in writing may be made to the commission for
approval. The appropriate public authority shall
be notified within five working days of the commis-
sion's decision.
Added by St.1981, c. 392, § 22.
S 18. Medicare extension plans; mandatory
transfer of retirees
In a governmental unit which has accepted the
provisions of section ten and which accepts the
provisions of this section, all retirees, their spouses
and dependents insured or eligible to be insured
under this chapter, if enrolled in medicare part A
at no cost to the retiree, spouse or dependents or
eligible for coverage thereunder at no cost to the
retiree, spouse or dependents, shall be required to
transfer to a medicare extension plan offered by the
governmental unit under section eleven C or sec-
tion sixteen; provided, that benefits under said
plan and medicare part A and part B together
shall be of comparable actuarial value to those
under the retiree's existing coverage; provided,
further, that retirees or spouse, who has a depen-
dent who is not enrolled or eligible to be enrolled
in Medicare part A at no cost shall not be required
to transfer to a Medicare extension plan if a trans-
fer requires the retiree or spouse to continue the
existing family coverage for the dependent in a
plan other than a Medicare extension plan offered
by the governmental unit. Each retiree shall pro-
vide the governmental unit, in such form as the
governmental unit shall prescribe, such informa-
tion as is necessary to transfer to a medicare exten-
sion plan. If a retiree does not submit the informa-
tion required, he shall no longer be eligible for his
existing health coverage. The governmental unit
may from time to time request from any retiree, a
retiree's spouse and dependents, proof certified by
the federal government of their eligibility or ineligi-
bility for medicare part A and part B coverage.
The governmental unit shall pay any medicare part
B premium penalty assessed by the federal govern-
ment on said retirees, spouses and dependents as a
result of enrollment in medicare part B at the time
of transfer into the medicare health benefits sup-
plement plan.
This section shall take effect in a county, except
Worcester county, city, town or district upon its
acceptance in the following manner:— In a county
by vote of the county commissioners; in a city
having a Plan D or Plan E charter by a majority
vote of its city council; in any other city by vote of
its city council, approved by the mayor; in a dis-
trict, except as hereinafter provided, by vote of the
registered voters of the district at a district meet-
ing; in a regional school district by vote of the
regional district school committee; and in a town
either by vote of the town at a town meeting or, by
a majority of affirmative votes cast in answer to the
following question which shall be printed upon the
official ballot to be used at an election of said
town:— "Shall the town require that all retirees,
their spouses and dependents who are enrolled in
Medicare Part A at no cost to a retiree, their
spouse or dependents, or eligible for coverage
thereunder at no cost to a retiree, their spouse or
dependents, be required to enroll in a medicare
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health benefits supplement plan offered by the
town?".
Added by St. 1991, c.138, § 122. Amended by St.2008, c.
374, § 2, eff. Nov. 7, 2008.
§ 18A. Medicare extension plans; mandatory
transfer of retirees
In a governmental unit that has accepted section
10 and that accepts this section, all retirees, their
spouses and dependents insured or eligible to be
insured under this chapter, if enrolled in Medicare
Part A at no cost to the retiree, spouse or depen-
dents or eligible for coverage thereunder at no cost
to the retiree, spouse or dependents, shall be re-
quired to transfer to a Medicare extension plan
offered by the governmental unit under section 1 1C
or section 16, provided, that the benefits under the
plan and Medicare Part A and Part B together shall
be of comparable actuarial value to those under the
retiree's existing coverage; provided, however, that
a retiree or spouse who has a dependent who is not
enrolled or eligible to be enrolled in Medicare Part
A at no cost shall not be required to transfer to a
Medicare extension plan if a transfer requires the
retiree or spouse to continue the existing family
coverage for the dependent in a plan other than a
Medicare extension plan offered by the governmen-
tal unit. Each retiree shall provide the governmen-
tal unit, in such form as the governmental unit
shall prescribe, such information as is necessary to
transfer to a Medicare extension plan. If a retiree
does not submit the information required, he shall
no longer be eligible for his existing health cover-
age. The governmental unit may from time to time
request from a retiree, a retiree's spouse or a
retiree's dependent, proof, certified by the federal
government, of eligibility or ineligibility for Medi-
care Part A and Part B coverage. The governmen-
tal unit shall pay any Medicare Part B premium
penalty assessed by the federal government on the
retiree, spouse or dependent as a result of enroll-
ment in Medicare Part B at the time of transfer.
For the purpose of this paragraph, "retiree" shall
mean a person who retires after the acceptance of
this section by a governmental unit.
A retiree who retires prior to the acceptance of
this section by a governmental unit, his spouse and
dependent shall continue to be eligible for benefits
provided under this chapter, but may opt to trans-
fer to a Medicare extension plan offered by the
governmental unit under section 1 1C or section 16,
thereby becoming ineligible to participate in any
other group health insurance benefits available to
active employees under this chapter.
This section shall take effect in a county, except
Worcester county, city, town or district upon its
acceptance in the following manner: In a county,
by vote of the county commissioners; in a city
having a Plan D or Plan E charter, by a majority
vote of its city council; in any other city, by vote of
its city council and approval by the mayor; in a
district, except as hereinafter provided, by vote of
the registered voters of the district at a district
meeting; in a regional school district, by vote of
the regional district school committee; and in a
town, either by vote of the town at a town meeting
or, by a majority of affirmative votes cast in answer
to the following question which shall be printed
upon the official ballot to be used at an election of
said town - "Shall the town require that all retir-
ees, who retire after the acceptance of this section,
their spouses and dependents who are enrolled in
Medicare Part A at no cost to a retiree, their spouse
or dependents, or eligible for coverage thereunder
at no cost to a retiree, his spouse or dependents, be
required to enroll in a Medicare health benefits
supplement plan offered by the town?".
Added by St.2008, c. 374, § 1, eff. Nov. 7, 2008.
§ 19. Health carriers; contracts; public em-
ployee committees; agreements with
public authorities; transfer of subscrib-
ers to commission
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
chapter, the appropriate public authority of a polit-
ical subdivision which has undertaken to provide
health insurance coverage to its subscribers by
acceptance of any other section of this chapter may
instead elect to provide health insurance coverage
to all its subscribers pursuant to this section by
entering into contracts with health insurance carri-
ers or by transferring its subscribers to the com-
mission under subsection (e). For the purposes of
this section, the term "subscribers" shall mean
employees, retirees, surviving spouses and depen-
dents of the political subdivision and may include
employees, retirees, surviving spouses and depen-
dents of a district who previously received health
insurance benefits through the political subdivision
accepting this section. This section shall take ef-
fect in a political subdivision upon its acceptance
in the following manner: in a county, except
Worcester county, by a vote of the county commis-
sioners; in a city having Plan D or a Plan E
charter, by majority vote of the city council and
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approval by the manager; in any other city, by
majority vote of the city council and approval by
the mayor; in a town, by vote of the board of
selectmen; in a regional school district, by vote of
the regional district school committee; and in all
other districts, by vote of the registered voters of
the district at a district meeting.
Acceptance of this section shall not take effect
until a written agreement has been reached be-
tween the appropriate public authority and the
public employee committee, but the written agree-
ment may condition acceptance of this section
upon the transferring of subscribers into the com-
mission under subsection (e).
A written agreement to transfer subscribers to
the commission under this section shall be the sole
means by which the subscribers of a political sub-
division may be transferred to commission cover-
age.
Notwithstanding subsection (c) of section 4B of
chapter 4, the acceptance of this section may be
revoked in the same manner it was accepted in
accordance with all other subsections of section 4B
of said chapter 4, subject to the requirements of
any written agreements as provided in this section
and chapter 150E. The revocation of this section
shall not take effect until a written agreement pro-
viding for revocation is reached between the appro-
priate public authority and the employee commit-
tee established herein. Nothing in this section
shall preclude an appropriate public authority from
agreeing to establish a health and welfare trust
fund under section 15.
Except as otherwise provided in subsection (e), a
contract with a health insurance carrier shall be in
conformity with an agreement reached by an ap-
propriate public authority and a public employee
committee. The election by the appropriate public
authority may be renewed in conformity with any
successor agreement reached with a public em-
ployee committee. The public employee committee
shall include a representative of each collective
bargaining unit with which the political subdivision
negotiates under chapter 150E and a retiree repre-
sentative. Either the public employee committee
or the appropriate public authority may convene
the initial meeting of the committee at any time
upon 30 days notice. The retiree representative
shall be designated by the Retired State, County
and Municipal Employees Association. The retiree
representative shall have a 10 per cent vote. The
remaining 90 per cent vote shall be divided so that
each collective bargaining unit represented on the
public employee committee shall have a weighted
vote equal to the proportion which the number of
employees eligible for health insurance under this
chapter employed in the bargaining unit he repre-
sents bears to the total number of employees eligi-
ble for health insurance in all bargaining units of
the political subdivision. An agreement with the
appropriate public authority shall be approved by
70 per cent of the weighted votes of the representa-
tives on the public employee committee and shall
be binding on all subscribers and their representa-
tives. For the purposes of this section, a health
insurance carrier shall include any insurance com-
pany organized pursuant to chapter 175, hospital
service corporation organized pursuant to chapter
1 76A, medical service corporation organized pur-
suant to chapter 176B, health maintenance organi-
zation organized pursuant to chapter 176G, pre-
ferred provider organization organized pursuant to
chapter 1761 and, in the case of a political subdivi-
sion which is partially or fully self-insured with
respect to health insurance coverage, any third
party administrator selected by the political subdi-
vision, which may include, but shall not be limited
to, a health insurance carrier.
An agreement approved under this section shall
be binding on all active and retired employees for
whom health insurance coverage is being pur-
chased, shall supersede any conflicting provision of
a collective bargaining agreement and shall not be
superseded in a statutory impasse proceeding un-
der chapter 150E, but the agreement may include
procedures for resolving an impasse in negotiations
for a successor agreement. A dispute arising over
the interpretation or application of the public em-
ployee committee agreement under this section
may be submitted to binding arbitration under the
labor arbitration provisions of the American Arbi-
tration Association upon request of the public em-
ployee committee or the appropriate public author-
ity, except as otherwise provided in subsection (f).
A request shall be approved by 70 per cent of the
weighted votes of the representatives on the public
employee committee as set forth in this section or,
where applicable, by a majority vote of the appro-
priate public authority. A political subdivision
which elects to provide health insurance coverage
to subscribers under this section shall be deemed
in full compliance with this chapter regulating the
procurement of health insurance. A political sub-
division which elects to provide health insurance
coverage under this section pursuant to an agree-
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ment approved by a public employee committee,
may provide such coverage either as a single politi-
cal subdivision or, under section 12, through joint
purchase with other political subdivisions or, with
multiple political subdivisions, through a risk-shar-
ing pool, trust or health insurance carrier or third
party administrator, or by making payments to a
health and welfare trust fund to provide health
insurance coverage under this section either as a
single political subdivision or with multiple politi-
cal subdivisions. The appropriate public authority
may contract with a health insurance carrier for
direct coverage of subscribers for whom the carri-
er's geographic service area provides appropriate
access and coverage for other subscribers in accor-
dance with subsection (d).
(b) Nothing in this section shall require, pre-
clude or permit a change in any aspect of health
insurance coverage for subscribers authorized by
this section except where an agreement to provide
for such change is reached by an appropriate pub-
lic authority and a public employee committee in
an agreement entered into or modified after the
effective date of this subsection except as otherwise
provided in subsection (e). In the absence of a
successor agreement approved under this section,
the prior agreement of the public employee com-
mittee and the appropriate public authority regard-
ing the provision of health insurance shall remain
in effect.
(c) Nothing in this section shall relieve a political
subdivision from providing health insurance cover-
age to an employee, retiree, surviving spouse or
dependent to whom it has an obligation to provide
coverage under any other provision of this chapter.
(d) The agreement reached between an appropri-
ate public authority and the public employee com-
mittee shall provide for those subscribers who, by
reason of residence or domicile, cannot be appro-
priately served within the service area of the health
insurance carrier included in the agreement, sub-
ject to this subsection.
Coverage for subscribers under this subsection
shall be pursuant to and in conformity with the
agreement required by this section and shall con-
form to all requirements of this section. The
agreement reached between an appropriate public
authority and the public employee committee shall
provide that a subscriber who for reasons of resi-
dency is not eligible for enrollment in any such
plan offered by a political subdivision shall be
covered under a plan offered under chapter 176/, if
any such plan is provided for under the agreement,
but a subscriber who lives 10 miles or more from
the nearest primary care physician providing care
under the plan shall have out-of-pocket payments
and medical deductibles limited to the amount that
he would have paid had he utilized the network of
medical services of the plan offered under chapter
1761. If the agreement reached between the ap-
propriate public authority and the public employee
committee provides for only health maintenance
organizations or other health insurance carriers
that limit enrollment to a particular geographic
area, then notwithstanding any general or special
law to the contrary, health maintenance organiza-
tions or other health insurance carriers shall pro-
vide for the coverage of services provided or ar-
ranged for all subscribers who do not reside within
the geographic service area by providing the same
benefit schedule and premium contribution provid-
ed to subscribers residing within the carrier's geo-
graphic service area including, but not limited to,
covered services, out-of-pocket payments and medi-
cal deductibles for all medical services provided for
or arranged under the agreement.
[First paragraph of subsection (e) effec-
tive until January 1 , 2012. For text effective
January 1, 2012, see below.]
(e) Where an agreement, either executed or
modified, reached by an appropriate public author-
ity and the public employee so provides, the appro-
priate public authority shall notify the commission
that it will transfer all subscribers for whom it
provides health insurance coverage to the commis-
sion. The notice shall be provided to the commis-
sion by the appropriate public authority not later
than December 1 of each year and the transfer of
subscribers to the commission shall take effect on
the following July 1. On the effective date of the
transfer, the health insurance of all subscribers,
including elderly governmental retirees previously
governed by section 10B of chapter 32A and retired
municipal teachers previously governed by section
12 of chapter 32A, shall be provided through the
commission for all purposes and governed under
this section. As of the effective date and for the
duration of this transfer, subscribers transferred to
the commission's health insurance coverage shall
receive group health insurance benefits determined
exclusively by the commission and the coverage
shall not be subject to collective bargaining, except
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for contribution ratios which shall be determined
by the written agreement.
[First paragraph of subsection (e) as
amended bv 2008, 377, Sec. 2A effective
January 1,2012. See 2008, 377, Sec. 10.
For text effective until January 1 , 2012, see
above.]
(e) Where an agreement, either executed or
modified, reached by an appropriate public author-
ity and the public employee so provides, the appro-
priate public authority shall notify the commission
that it will transfer all subscribers for whom it
provides health insurance coverage to the commis-
sion. The notice shall be provided to the commis-
sion by the appropriate public authority not later
than October 1 of each year and the transfer of
subscribers to the commission shall take effect on
the following July 1. On the effective date of the
transfer, the health insurance of all subscribers,
including elderly governmental retirees previously
governed by section 10B of chapter 32A and retired
municipal teachers previously governed by section
12 of chapter 32A, shall be provided through the
commission for all purposes and governed under
this section. As of the effective date and for the
duration of this transfer, subscribers transferred to
the commission's health insurance coverage shall
receive group health insurance benefits determined
exclusively by the commission and the coverage
shall not be subject to collective bargaining, except
for contribution ratios which shall be determined
by the written agreement.
Subscribers transferred to the commission who
are eligible or become eligible for Medicare cover-
age shall transfer to Medicare coverage, as pre-
scribed by the commission. In the event of trans-
fer to Medicare, the political subdivision shall pay
any Medicare part B premium penalty assessed by
the federal government on retirees, spouses and
dependents as a result of enrollment in Medicare
part B at the time of transfer into the Medicare
health benefits supplement plan. For each sub-
scriber's premium and the political subdivision's
share of that premium, the subscriber and the
political subdivision shall furnish to the commis-
sion, in such form and content as the commission
shall prescribe, all information the commission
deems necessary to maintain subscribers' and cov-
ered dependents' health insurance coverage. The
appropriate public authority of the political subdi-
vision shall perform such administrative functions
and process such information as the commission
deems necessary to maintain those subscribers'
health insurance coverage including, but not limit-
ed to, family and personnel status changes, and
shall report all changes monthly to the commis-
sion. In the event that a political subdivision
transfers subscribers to the commission under this
section, subscribers may be withdrawn from com-
mission coverage at either 3 or 6-year intervals
from the date of transfer of subscribers to the
commission, as determined by the written agree-
ment which shall specify the withdrawal interval
and withdrawal procedures. The written agree-
ment may specify the procedures for resolving an
impasse in negotiations over whether to withdraw
from commission coverage and for determining
health insurance coverage and contribution ratios
for subscribers for the year following withdrawal
from the commission. In the event that binding
arbitration is included in the written agreement,
the agreement shall provide that the dispute shall
be submitted to arbitration and, if no method is
provided of arbitration is provided in the agree-
ment l
, then the dispute shall be administered by
the American Arbitration Association under the
procedures set forth in its Labor Arbitration Rules.
The decision and notice to withdraw shall be
made by October 1 of the year prior to the effective
date of withdrawal. All withdrawals shall be effec-
tive on July 1 following the political subdivision's
notice to the commission. Except as otherwise
provided in the written agreement, withdrawal
from commission coverage shall revoke acceptance
of this section and any written agreements related
to the implementation of this section as of the
effective date of withdrawal. In the event that the
acceptance of this section is revoked, the appropri-
ate public authority of the political subdivision
shall abide by all commission requirements for
effectuating such withdrawal, including the notice
requirements in this subsection. In the event a
political subdivision withdraws from commission
coverage under this section, such withdrawal shall
be binding on all subscribers, including those sub-
scribers who, prior to the transfer to the commis-
sion, received coverage from the commission under
sections 10B and 12 of chapter 32A and, after
withdrawal from the commission, those subscribers
who received coverage from the commission under
said sections 10B and 12 of said chapter 32A shall
not pay more than 25 per cent of the cost of their
health insurance premiums.
In the event of revocation of acceptance of this
section, the political subdivision and public em-
ployee unions shall return to governance of negoti-
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ations of health insurance under chapter 150E and
this chapter on the effective date of withdrawal
from commission coverage, to negotiate healthcare
coverage for subscribers thereafter.
(f) To the extent authorized under chapter 32A,
the commission shall provide group coverage of
subscribers' health claims incurred after transfer to
the commission. The claim experience of those
subscribers shall be maintained by the commission
in a single pool and combined with the claim
experience of all covered state employees and retir-
ees and their covered dependents, including those
subscribers who previously received coverage un-
der sections 10B and 12 of chapter 32A.
Notwithstanding any general or special law to
the contrary, a political subdivision that self-in-
sures its group health insurance plan under section
3A and has a deficit in its claims trust fund at the
time of transferring its subscribers to the commis-
sion and the deficit is attributable to a failure to
accrue claims which had been incurred but not
paid may capitalize the deficit and amortize the
amount over 10 fiscal years in 10 equal amounts,
or on a schedule providing for a more rapid amor-
tization. Except as provided otherwise herein,
subscribers eligible for health insurance coverage
under subsection (e) shall be subject to all of the
terms, conditions, schedule of benefits and health
insurance carriers as employees and dependents as
defined by section 2 and commission regulations.
The commission shall determine all matters relat-
ing to subscribers' group health insurance rights,
responsibilities, costs and payments, excluding con-
tribution ratios, and obligations, including but not
limited to, the manner and method of payment,
schedule of benefits, eligibility requirements and
choice of health insurance carriers and these mat-
ters shall be determined exclusively by the commis-
sion and shall not be subject to collective bargain-
ing, the written agreement under subsection (a) or
to arbitration under the agreement. The commis-
sion may issue rules and regulations consistent
with this section and shall provide public notice of
any proposed rules and regulations and notice of
thereof 2 at the request of interested parties, togeth-
er with an opportunity to review those rules and
regulations and an opportunity to comment on
those proposed rules and regulations in writing
and at a public hearing, but the commission shall
not be subject to chapter 30A.
The commission shall negotiate and purchase
health insurance coverage for subscribers trans-
ferred under subsection (e) and shall promulgate
regulations, policies and procedures for coverage
of the transferred subscribers. The schedule of
benefits available to transferred subscribers shall
be determined by the commission pursuant to
chapter 32A. The commission shall offer those
subscribers the same choice as to health insurance
carriers and benefits as those provided to state
employees and retirees. The political subdivision's
contribution to the cost of health insurance cover-
age for transferred subscribers shall be as deter-
mined under this section, and shall not be subject
to the provisions on contributions in said chapter
32A. Any change to the premium contribution
ratios shall become effective on July 1 of each year,
with notice to the commission of such change not
later than January 15 of the same year.
A political subdivision that transfers subscribers
to the commission shall pay the commission for all
costs of its subscribers' coverage, including admin-
istrative expenses, and the governmental unit's cost
of subscribers' premium. The commission shall
determine on a periodic basis the amount of premi-
um which the political subdivision shall pay to the
commission. If the political subdivision unit fails
to pay all or a portion of these costs according to
the timetable determined by the commission, the
commission may inform the state treasurer who
shall issue a warrant in the manner provided by
section 20 of chapter 59 requiring the respective
political subdivision to pay into the treasury of the
commonwealth as prescribed by the commission
the amount of the premium and administrative
expenses attributable to the political subdivision.
The state treasurer shall recoup any past due costs
from the political subdivision's cherry sheet under
section 20A of chapter 58 and transfer that money
to the commission. If a governmental unit fails to
pay to the commission the costs of coverage for
more than 90 days and the cherry sheet provides
an inadequate source of payment, the commission
may, at its discretion, cancel the coverage of sub-
scribers of the political subdivision. If the cancel-
lation of coverage is for nonpayment, the political
subdivision shall provide all subscribers health in-
surance coverage under plans which are the actu-
arial equivalent of plans offered by the commission
in the preceding year until there is an agreement
with the public employee committee providing for
replacement coverage.
The commission may charge the political subdi-
vision an administrative fee, which shall not be
more than 1 per cent of the cost of total premiums
for the political subdivision, to be determined by
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the commission which shall be considered as part
of the cost of coverage for purposes of determining
the contributions of the political subdivision and its
employees to the cost of health insurance coverage
by the commission.
(g) Any agreement reached between the political
subdivision and the public employee committee,
including an agreement to transfer subscribers to
the group insurance commission, shall provide that
within the same health insurance coverage plan the
percentage contributed by the political subdivision
to the premium or cost of health insurance cover-
age shall be the same for all subscribers covered
under this section. These payments shall differ
only by the type of coverage elected under the plan,
including individual, family, optional Medicare ex-
tension or other coverage selections; but the per-
centage contributed by the political subdivision
may vary among the different health insurance
coverage plans offered under the agreement
reached between the political subdivision and the
public employee committee. The agreement
reached shall provide that the percentage contrib-
uted by the political subdivision to the premium or
cost of at least 1 Medicare extension plan available
to all eligible subscribers shall be not less than the
minimum percentage contributed by the political
subdivision to any other health insurance coverage
plan offered under the agreement reached. Any
political subdivision that accepts this section shall
establish by agreement with the public employee
committee a contribution by the political subdivi-
sion to the premium or cost of health insurance
coverage that provides for at east 50 per cent but
not more than 99 per cent. Notwithstanding this
subsection, where there is an agreement to transfer
subscribers to the commission, subscribers whose
coverage was governed by section 10B or 12 of
chapter 32A before the date that the written agree-
ment is executed, shall not be required to contrib-
ute more than 25 per cent of their health insurance
premiums, but the written agreement may provide
for a premium contribution paid by these subscrib-
ers of less than 25 per cent.
(h) If there is a revocation of acceptance or a
withdrawal from the commission under this sec-
tion, all retirees, their spouses and dependents in-
sured or eligible to be insured by the political
subdivision, if enrolled in Medicare part A at no
cost to the retiree, spouse or dependents, shall be
required to be insured by a Medicare extension
plan offered by the political subdivision under sec-
tion 11C or section 16. A retiree shall provide the
political subdivision, in such form as the political
subdivision shall prescribe, such information as is
necessary to transfer to a Medicare extension
plan. If a retiree does not submit the information
required, he shall no longer be eligible for his ex-
isting health insurance coverage. The political
subdivision may from time to time request from a
retiree, a retiree's spouse and dependents, proof
certified by the federal government of his eligibili-
ty or ineligibility for Medicare part A and part B
coverage. The political subdivision shall pay the
Medicare part B premium penalty assessed by the
federal government on those retirees, spouses and
dependents as a result of enrollment in Medicare
part B at the time of transfer into the Medicare
health benefits supplement plan.
(i) In the absence of a public collective bargain-
ing unit, the chief executive officer of a municipali-
ty may authorize the transfer of subscribers to the
commission.
Added by St. 1993, c. 110, § 103. Amended by St. 1993, c.
151, § 27; St.1993, c. 495, § 14; St. 1996, c. 450, § 94;
St.2007, c. 67, § 4, eff. July 25, 2007; St.2008, c. 377,
§ 2, eff. Nov. 7, 2008; St.2008, c. 377, § 2A, eff. Jan. 1,
2012.
• So in original; probably should read "if no method of arbitra-
tion is provided in the agreement".
2 So in original; probably should read "notice thereof".
§ 20. Other Post Employment Benefits Liability
Trust Fund; local option; funding
schedule
A city, town, district, county or municipal light-
ing plant that accepts this section, may establish a
separate fund, to be known as an Other Post Em-
ployment Benefits Liability Trust Fund, and a fund-
ing schedule for the fund. The schedule and any
future updates shall be designed, consistent with
standards issued by the Governmental Accounting
Standards Board, to reduce the unfunded actuarial
liability of health care and other post-employment
benefits to zero as of an actuarially acceptable
period of years and to meet the normal cost of all
such future benefits for which the governmental
unit is obligated. The schedule and any future
updates shall be: (i) developed by an actuary re-
tained by a municipal lighting plant or any other
governmental unit and triennially reviewed by the
board for a municipal lighting plant or by the chief
executive officer of a governmental unit; and (ii)
reviewed and approved by the actuary in the public
employee retirement administration commission.
The board of a municipal lighting plant or the
legislative body of any other governmental unit
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may appropriate amounts recommended by the
schedule to be credited to the fund. Any interest or
other income generated by the fund shall be added
to and become part of the fund. Amounts that a
governmental unit receives as a sponsor of a quali-
fied retiree prescription drug plan under 42 U.S.C.
1395w-132 may be added to and become part of
the fund.
The custodian of the fund shall be: (i) a designee
appointed by the board of a municipal lighting
plant; or (ii) the treasurer of any other governmen-
tal unit. Funds shall be invested and reinvested by
the custodian consistent with the prudent investor
rule set forth in chapter 203C.
This section may be accepted in a city having a
Plan D or Plan E charter by vote of the city
council; in any other city by vote of the city council
and approval of the mayor; in a town by vote of
the town at a town meeting; in a district by vote of
the governing board; in a municipal lighting plant
by vote of the board; and in a county by vote of the
county commissioners.
Added by St.2008, c. 479, eff. Jan. 10, 2009.
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CHAPTER 35
COUNTY TREASURERS, STATE SUPERVISION OF COUNTY
ACCOUNTS AND COUNTY FINANCES
Selected section
Section
30. Taxes; approval; computation.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 30. Taxes; approval; computation
The amount which the county commissioners of
each county, except Suffolk and Nantucket, shall
levy as the county tax shall be as voted by the
county commissioners and approved by the adviso-
ry board on county expenditures, and as computed
by adding together the amounts of the approved
annual budget and of any approved supplementary
budget, so far as the money therefore is to be
raised by taxation, and deducting therefrom the
probable receipts from all sources, except loans,
and so much of the unexpended balance from the
county treasury at the closing of the treasurer's
books for the previous fiscal year as is in excess of
ten per cent of the tax levy for said year; provided,
however, that the county commissioners shall de-
duct the unexpended balance from the previous
fiscal year from the tax voted by the county com-
missioners and approved by the advisory board
prior to the apportionment and assessment of said
tax among and upon the several cities and towns.
The county commissioners shall also levy annually
as the county tax a sum sufficient to meet the debt
and interest maturing in that year, if no other
provision therefor has been made.
Amended by St. 1939, c. 501, § 3; St. 1943, c. 39;
St.1945, c. 158, § 3; St. 1969. c. 849, § 14; St.1975, c.
582, § 1; St.1978, c. 211; St.1981, c. 351, § 146.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1897, c. 153, § 8.
R.L.1902, c. 21, § 29.
St. 1922, c. 127.
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CHAPTER 39
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT
Section
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
6A.
8A.
9.
9A.
10.
Allocation of powers.
Presiding officer of board of aldermen; voting
rights.
Elections of city officers by municipal bodies;
manner of voting.
Mayor to sign every ordinance; veto power; effect.
Performance of mayoralty duties during vacancy.
Election warrants; issuance; acceptance of provi-
sions of section.
Municipal salaries; increases and decreases; pro-
cedure.
Holding other offices.
Compatibility of offices.
Removal of officers; procedure; exception.
Annual meeting; other meetings; election of offi-
cers; times; adjournment; holidays.
Election of officers and other matters determined
by ballot; meetings; time and place; warrants.
Warrant; issuance; contents.
Section
1 1
.
Persons authorized to call meetings upon resigna-
tion of selectmen.
Persons authorized to call meetings upon refusal
of selectmen.
Quorum; application of section.
Moderators; election; tenure; vacancies; assis-
tant moderators.
Moderators; powers and duties.
Appropriation, advisory or finance committees;
appointment; tenure; powers and duties.
Powers of moderator; preservation of order.
Duties of moderators; reception of votes.
Repealed.
Precinct voting.
Canvass of returns.
Repealed.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22, 23.
23A to 23C." Repealed.
23D. Adjudicatory hearings; attendance by municipal
board, committee and commission members;
voting disqualification.
24. Application of chapter.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1 . Allocation of powers
Except as otherwise provided by law, city coun-
cils shall have the powers of towns; boards of
aldermen shall have the powers, perform the duties
and be subject to the liabilities of selectmen, except
with respect to appointments, and the mayor shall
have the powers, perform the duties and be subject
to the liabilities of selectmen with respect to ap-
pointments, but all his appointments shall be sub-
ject to confirmation and rejection by the aldermen,
and upon the rejection of a person so appointed the
mayor shall within one month thereafter make
another appointment. In cities having a single
legislative board other than a board of aldermen,
such board shall, so far as appropriate and not
inconsistent with the express provisions of any
general or special law, have the powers, perform
the duties and be subject to the liabilities of the
board of aldermen.
Historical and Statutory Notes
G.S.1860, c. 19, § 2.
St. 1876, c. 80.
P.S. 1882, c. 28, §§ 2, 5.
R.L.1902, c. 26, §§ 2, 3, 8.
§ 2. Presiding officer of board of aldermen;
voting rights
If the mayor acts as presiding officer of the
board of aldermen, he shall not vote in meetings of
said board nor in conventions of the two branches
of the city council. The board of aldermen may
elect one of its number as president, who shall, in
the absence of the mayor, preside at meetings of
the board. This section shall apply to every city,
notwithstanding any special law enacted prior to
April twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred and eighty-
two.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1876, c. 193, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 28, § 7.
St. 1882, c. 180.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 11.
§ 3. Elections of city officers by municipal bod-
ies; manner of voting
No election of a city officer by a municipal body
or board shall be valid unless made by a viva voce
vote, each member present answering to his name
when called by the clerk or other proper officer,
stating the name of the person for whom he votes,
or that he declines to vote. The clerk or other
proper officer shall record every such vote.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1899, c. 129.
St. 1899, c. 170.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 7.
§ 4. Mayor to sign every ordinance; veto pow-
er; effect
Every ordinance, order, resolution or vote re-
quiring the concurrence of the board of aldermen
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and of the common council, except the question of
a convention of the two branches or of the election
of an officer, shall be presented to the mayor. If
he approves it, he shall sign it; if he disapproves it,
he shall return it, with his written objections, to the
branch wherein it originated, which shall enter
such objections at large on its records and again
consider it; and if two thirds of the members
present and voting pass it, notwithstanding such
objections, it shall, if not originally requiring con-
current action, be in force; but if originally requir-
ing concurrent action, it shall be sent, with the
objections of the mayor, to the other branch, where
it shall be again considered, and if passed by two
thirds of the members present and voting, it shall
be in force; but in all cases the vote shall be by
yeas and nays. Such ordinance, order, resolution
or vote shall be in force if not returned by the
mayor within ten days after it has been presented
to him. This section shall not apply to budgets
submitted under section thirty-two of chapter forty-
four, or to appropriations by a city council under
section thirty-three of said chapter.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1873, c. 139.
St. 1876, c. 193, § 1.
P.S. 1882, c. 28, § 6.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 9.
§ 5. Performance of mayoralty duties during
vacancy
Except as otherwise provided by city charters,
upon the death, resignation or absence of the may-
or, or his inability to perform the duties of his
office, the president of the board of aldermen shall
perform them; and if there is no such officer, or if
he also is absent or unable from any cause to
perform them, they shall be performed by the pres-
ident of the common council, or, if there is no such
officer, or if he is absent or unable to perform such
duties, by such alderman as the board of aldermen
may from time to time elect, until the mayor or the
president of the board of aldermen is able to attend
to said duties or until the vacancy is filled. The
person upon whom such duties devolve shall be
called "acting mayor" and shall possess the powers
of mayor only in matters not admitting of delay,
and shall not make permanent appointments.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1882, c. 182, §§ 1,2.
St. 1896, c. 380, §§ 1,2.
R.L.1902, c. 26, §§ 29,30.
§ 6. Election warrants; issuance; acceptance of
provisions of section
If, at or after the time for the mayor and alder-
men to enter upon the performance of their duties,
it appears that the mayor or the full number of
aldermen has not been elected, such of said officers
as have been elected shall issue warrants for the
election of a mayor or of aldermen as the case ma\
be. If none of said officers has been elected, the
president of the common council shall issue such
warrants. If no mayor has been elected, the presi-
dent of the board of aldermen shall perform the
duties of the office until a mayor is chosen and
sworn. If there is a vacancy in the board of
aldermen, in the common council, or in a city or
ward office which is to be filled by an election of
the people, the board of aldermen shall issue their
warrant for an election to fill such vacancy at a
time and place designated by them. A city officer
shall, notwithstanding his removal from one ward
of the city to another, continue to perform his
official duties during his term of office. This sec-
tion shall not be in effect in any city unless the city
council accepts it or has accepted corresponding
provisions of earlier laws.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1845, c. 217, §§ 1,2,4.
St. 1854, c. 448, § 33.
G.S.1860, c. 19, §§ 6 to 8, 10, 11, 17.
P.S. 1 882, c. 28, §§ 17 to 19, 21, 22.
St.1882, c. 164.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5(10); c. 26, §§ 31 to 34.
§ 6A. Municipal salaries; increases and de-
creases; procedure
Notwithstanding the provisions of any city char-
ter to the contrary, the mayor and the members of
the city council, or other legislative body of a city,
shall receive for their services such salary as the
city council or other legislative body of a city shall
by ordinance determine, and shall receive no other
compensation from such city, except that a mem-
ber of a city council of said city may receive a
salary for serving as an instructor in a municipal
college of such city, except that a member of a city
or town council in a municipality with a city or
town council form of government may receive a
salary for serving as a municipal employee of said
municipality in lieu of receiving compensation for
serving as a member of said council and except
that, in accordance with the provision of the sev-
enth paragraph of section twenty of chapter two
hundred and sixty-eight A, any elected municipal
official, other than a mayor, may choose to receive
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either the compensation for such service or com-
pensation for service as an employee of a housing
authority in such municipality, but may not receive
both. No increase or reduction in such salaries
shall take effect during the year in which such
increase or reduction is voted, and no change in
such ordinance shall be made between the election
of a new council or other legislative body and the
qualification of the new council or other legislative
body. Such ordinance shall be subject to the pro-
visions of sections forty-two, forty-three and forty-
four of chapter forty-three.
Added by St.1952, c. 259, § 1. Amended by St.1958, c.
72, § 1; St.1958, c. 513, § 1; St.1963, c. 731, § 2;
St.1979, c. 199; St.1985, c. 252, § 1; St.1987, c. 374,
§ 1; St.1999, c. 7, § 1.
§ 7. Holding other offices
The mayor or an alderman or a member of the
common council of a city which adopts this section
or has adopted corresponding provisions of earlier
laws, may at the same time hold any other office
under the city government to which he may be
chosen, except one of emolument.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1851, c. 70.
G.S.1860, c. 19, § 12.
P.S.1882, c. 28, § 23.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 35.
§ 8. Compatibility of offices
No member of the city council shall, during the
term for which he was chosen, either by appoint-
ment or by election of the city council or of either
branch thereof, be eligible to any office the salary
of which is payable by the city.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1886, c. 117.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 36.
§ 8A. Removal of officers; procedure; excep-
tion
Unless otherwise provided in any general law or
in any special law relating to a city, any officer or
official appointed or elected by the city council
may be removed by said council for cause after a
public hearing, written notice of which shall be
given said officer or official fourteen days, at least,
prior to the date thereof. This section shall not
apply to any officer or official who is subject to the
provisions of chapter thirty-one.
Added by St. 1 950, c. 132, § 1.
§ 9. Annual meeting; other meetings; election
of officers; times; adjournment; holi-
days
Except as otherwise provided by special law or a
charter adopted or revised or amended under Sec-
tions two, three, or four of Article LXXXIX of the
Amendments to the Constitution of the Common-
wealth which may provide for a different time for
the election of town officials and other matters to
be determined by ballot, the annual meeting of
each town shall be held in February, March, April,
May or June; and other meetings may be held at
such times as the selectmen may order or the
charter or by-law prescribe; provided, however,
that, notwithstanding the provisions of this section
or of any other law, by-law, or charter to the
contrary, a town, by the vote of its board of select-
men or town council may delay the annual town
meeting; and provided, further, that such a de-
layed annual town meeting shall complete its busi-
ness on or before June thirtieth. Town meetings
shall be held within the geographic limits of the
town unless a special law, charter or by-law pro-
vides otherwise; provided, however, that any meet-
ing for the election by ballot of federal, state or
other officers or the determination of other matters
that are to be determined by ballot at an election
shall be held within the geographic limits of the
town. Meetings may be adjourned from time to
time and meet and adjourn to any place authorized
by law provided that officers shall be elected, and
matters required by law to be elected or deter-
mined by ballot, shall be so elected or determined
during the hours during which polls shall remain
open as hereinafter provided. If the day set for a
town meeting by by-law or otherwise falls on a
legal holiday, such meetings shall be held on the
day following. A town may by by-law designate
the hour at which the annual town meeting shall be
called and subject to section sixty-four of chapter
fifty-four by vote or by-law designate the hours
during which polls shall remain open in meetings
for the election of officers and the determination of
other matters that are required by law to be deter-
mined by ballot.
Amended by St. 1969, c. 10; St. 1969, c. 849, § 23;
St.1974, c. 8, § 1; St.1985, c. 9, § 1; St.1989, c. 341,
§ 17; St. 1996, c. 448, § 1; St.2008, c. 85, § 1, eff. July
14, 2008.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Si. 1785, c. 75, § 10.
R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 18,25.
Si. 1837, c. 52.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 20.
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P.S.1882, c. 27, § 53.
St. 1890, c. 423, § 209.
St.1893, c. 417, § 259.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 324.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 327.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 355, 456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 393, 503.
§ 9A. Election of officers and other matters de-
termined by ballot; meetings; time and
place; warrants
Except as otherwise provided by special law or a
charter adopted or revised or amended under Sec-
tions two, three or four of Article LXXXIX of the
Amendments to the Constitution of the Common-
wealth, a town may provide by charter or by-law
that the election of town officials and other matters
to be determined by ballot shall take place in
February, March, April, May or June before or
alter the annual meeting held for the transaction of
other business, provided said annual meeting for
the transaction of other business is also held or
commences in February, March, April, May or
June. The time and place of holding such election
and vote and meeting for the transaction of other
business may be stated in one warrant for the
annual town meeting if called within thirty-five
days of each other and such election and vote shall
be deemed parts of the annual town meeting. If
the election and other matters to be determined
upon by ballot and the annual meeting for the
transaction of other business are more than thirty-
five days apart, separate warrants shall be used.
Added by St. 1974, c. 8, § 2. Amended by St.2008, c. 85,
§ 2, eff. July 14, 2008.
§ 10. Warrant; issuance; contents
Every town meeting or town election, except as
hereinafter provided, shall be called in pursuance
of a warrant, under the hands of the selectmen,
notice of which shall be given at least seven days
before the annual meeting or an annual or special
election and at least fourteen days before any spe-
cial town meeting. The warrant shall be directed
to the constables or to some other persons, who
shall forthwith give notice of such meeting in the
manner prescribed by the by-laws, or, if there are
no by-laws, by a vote of the town, or in a manner
approved by the attorney general. The warrant for
all town meetings shall state the time and place of
holding the meeting and the subjects to be acted
upon thereat. The town meeting may be held in
one or more places; provided, that if it is held in
more than one place, the places are connected by
means of a public address system and loud speak-
ers so that the proceedings in all such places may
be heard and participated in by all the voters
present therein. Whenever the moderator deter-
mines that voters are being excluded from the town
meeting because there is no room for them in the
places provided or that voters in attendance are
being deprived of the opportunity to participate
therein for any reason whatsoever, he shall either,
on his own motion recess the meeting for any
period during the day of the meeting or, after
consultation with the members of the board of
selectmen then present, adjourn the same to anoth-
er date, not later than fourteen days following the
date of said meeting, when places and facilities
sufficient to accommodate all voters attending and
to enable them to participate therein shall be avail-
able. The selectmen shall insert in the warrant for
the annual meeting all subjects the insertion of
which shall be requested of them in writing by ten
or more registered voters of the town and in the
warrant for every special town meeting all subjects
the insertion of which shall be requested of them in
writing by one hundred registered voters or by ten
per cent of the total number of registered voters of
the town whichever number is the lesser. The
selectmen shall call a special town meeting upon
request in writing, of two hundred registered voters
or of twenty per cent of the total number of regis-
tered voters of the town, whichever number is the
lesser; such meeting to be held not later than forty-
five days after the receipt of such request, and shall
insert in the warrant therefor all subjects the inser-
tion of which shall be requested by said petition.
No action shall be valid unless the subject matter
thereof is contained in the warrant. Two or more
distinct town meetings for distinct purposes may be
called by the same warrant.
The written requests of registered voters for the
insertion of subjects in town meeting warrants
shall not be valid unless the required number of
registered voters not only sign their names but also
state their residence, with street and number, if
any. The selectmen shall submit such written re-
quests to the board of registrars of voters or the
board of election commissioners who shall check
and forthwith certify the number of signatures so
checked which are names of voters in the town,
and only names so checked and certified shall be
counted. A greater number of names than are
required in each case need not be certified.
Amended by St.1935, c. 403, § 1; St.1939, c. 182
St.1949, c. 152, § 1; St.1954, c. 32; St.1959, c. 64, § 1
St.1963, c. 169; St. 1964, c. 1, § 1; St.1974, c. 28
St.1976, c. 272, § 1; St. 1981, c. 34; St.1981, c. 386, § 1
St. 1990, c. 526, § 4.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 75, § 5.
R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 19 to 22.
G.S.1860, c. 18, §§ 21,22.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 54, 55.
St. 1890, c. 423, §§ 210,211.
St. 1893, c. 417, § 260.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 325.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 328.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 356, 456.
St. 1913, c. 835, §§ 394, 503.
St.1917, c. 221, § 1.
St. 1920, c. 591, § 1.
§ 11. Persons authorized to call meetings upon
resignation of selectmen
If a majority of the selectmen or any less number
shall vacate their offices, or if the full number shall
fail to be elected or qualified, the selectmen in
office may call a town meeting. If there are no
remaining selectmen, the town clerk may call it;
and, if there is no town clerk, a justice of the peace
may call it in the manner prescribed in the follow-
ing section.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 75, § 5.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 24.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 24.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 57.
St.1890, c. 423, § 213.
St.1893, c. 417, § 261.
St.1898, c. 548, § 326.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 329.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 357,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 395, 503.
St.1918, c. 291, § 24.
§ 12. Persons authorized to call meetings upon
refusal of selectmen
If the selectmen unreasonably refuse to call a
town meeting, a justice of the peace, upon written
application of one hundred registered voters or of
ten per cent of the total number of registered voters
of the town, may call a meeting by a warrant under
his hand, stating the subjects to be acted upon,
directed to the constables of the town if there are
any, otherwise to any of the persons applying
therefor, directing them to summon the inhabitants
qualified to vote in town affairs to assemble at the
time and place and for the purposes expressed in
the warrant. In a town having a form of represen-
tative town meeting government a special town
meeting called under this section shall be conduct-
ed as a representative town meeting, and notice
thereof shall be given to the town meeting mem-
bers as provided by law.
Amended by St. 1964, c. 193.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 75, § 5.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 23.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 23.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 56.
St.1890, c. 423, § 212.
St.1893, c. 417, § 262.
St.1898, c. 548, § 327.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 330.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 358,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 396, 503.
St.1917, c. 221, § 2.
§ 13. Quorum; application of section
Towns may prescribe by by-law the number of
voters necessary to constitute a quorum at town
meetings; provided, that a number less than a
quorum may from time to time adjourn the same.
This section shall not apply to such parts of meet-
ings as are devoted exclusively to the election of
town officers.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1912, c. 308.
St.l921,c. 486, § 5.
St. 1 925, c. 66.
§ 14. Moderators; election; tenure; vacancies;
assistant moderators
At every town meeting when moderators are not
elected for the term of one or three years, a moder-
ator shall first be elected. The election of a moder-
ator at a meeting for the choice of town officers
shall be by ballot, and the voting list shall be used
thereat.
Any town or district which has so voted or here-
after so votes may at any annual election of town
or district officers elect from the registered voters
thereof by ballot a moderator to preside at all town
or district meetings. His term of office shall begin
as soon as he is qualified, and shall continue until
the next annual town or district meeting and until
his successor is qualified. Any town or district
which has elected a moderator for the term of one
year shall thereafter elect a moderator at every
annual election of town or district officers, unless
the town or district votes to discontinue the elect-
ing of moderators for said term.
If a vacancy in the said office occurs during any
term, it may be filled by the voters of the town or
district. If a moderator so elected is absent, a
temporary moderator may be elected.
In towns or districts where official ballots are
used, the vote to elect a moderator for the term of
one year shall be taken at a meeting held at least
thirty days before the annual town or district meet-
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ing at which the vote is to become operative; and
at the first annual meeting after the town or district
has so voted a moderator shall be chosen as herein
provided to serve at that meeting, and the modera-
tor elected on the official ballot at that meeting
shall act at subsequent town or district meetings
until his successor is qualified.
At every town or district meeting until a modera-
tor or temporary moderator is elected, the clerk of
the town or district shall preside; but if he is
absent or if there is no clerk, the chairman of the
selectmen or prudential committee or body exercis-
ing similar powers, if present, otherwise the senior
member present in point of continuous service,
shall preside; but if no selectman or member of
said committee or body is present, the justice of the
peace calling such meeting, if the meeting is so
called, shall preside. Such presiding officer shall
have the powers and perform the duties of a mod-
erator.
If, as provided for in section ten, a town meeting
is held in separate places equipped with a public
address system and loud speaker facilities, the
moderator may appoint an assistant moderator to
preside at each place of meeting whereat the mod-
erator is not present. The assistant moderator
shall have all the powers vested by law in the
moderator to preside at and regulate the proceed-
ings in the meeting at which he presides except
that he shall not recognize any citizen desiring to
address the meeting except after first obtaining
permission of the moderator.
The word "district", as used in this section, so
far as apt, shall be construed as it is defined in
section one A of chapter forty.
Amended by St.1943, c. 453, §§ 1, 2; St.1949, c. 152, § 2;
St.1959, c. 64, § 2; St. 1969, c. 505, §§ 1, 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l785,c. 75, § 6.
St.l811,c. 9, § 2.
St.l831,c. 50.
R.S.1836.C. 15, §§ 26,27, 34.
G.S.I 860, c. 18, §§ 25,26, 32.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 58, 59, 80.
St. 1887, c. 371, § 1.
St. 1890, c. 423, §§ 214 to 216.
St.1893, c. 417, §§ 263,273.
St. 1898, c. 548, §§ 328, 338.
R.L.1902, c. 11, §§ 331, 342.
St.l902,c. 346, §§ 1, 3.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 359, 370, 456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 397, 410, 503.
St.1917, c. 49.
St.1918, c. 257, § 154.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920. c. 2.
§ 15. Moderators; powers and duties
The moderator shall preside and regulate the
proceedings, decide all questions of order, and
make public declaration of all votes, and may ad-
minister in open meeting the oath of office to any
town officer chosen thereat. If a vote so declared
is immediately questioned by seven or more voters,
he shall verify it by polling the voters or by dividing
the meeting unless the town has by a previous
order or by-law provided another method. If a two
thirds, four fifths or nine tenths vote of a town
meeting is required by statute, the count shall be
taken, and the vote shall be recorded in the records
by the clerk; provided, however, that a town may
decide by by-law or vote not to take a count and
record the vote if a two-thirds vote of a town
meeting is required by statute; and provided, fur-
ther, that if the vote is unanimous, a count need
not be taken, and the clerk shall record the vote as
unanimous.
A town may pass by-laws, subject to this section,
for the regulation of the proceedings at town meet-
ings. Such by-laws shall be approved and publish-
ed in the manner prescribed by section thirty-two
of chapter forty.
In any town having a representative town meet-
ing form of government the town meeting members
shall not use the secret ballot when voting in the
exercise of the corporate powers of said town or on
any motion unless two thirds of the town meeting
members present and voting thereon vote that a
secret ballot be used.
Amended by St. 1963, c. 320; St. 1966, c. 73; St. 1970, c.
78, § 1; St.1996, c. 448, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 75, § 6.
R.S.I 836, c. 15, §§ 28, 32.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 27.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 60.
St. 1890, c. 423, § 217.
St.1893, c. 417, § 264.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 329.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 332.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 360,456.
St.1912, c. 252.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 398, 503.
St.1918, c. 291, § 25.
St.1919, c. 176.
§ 16. Appropriation, advisory or finance com-
mittees; appointment; tenure; powers
and duties
Every town whose valuation for the purpose of
apportioning the state tax exceeds one million dol-
lars shall, and any other town may, by by-law
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provide for the election or the appointment and
duties of appropriation, advisory or finance com-
mittees, who shall consider any or all municipal
questions for the purpose of making reports or
recommendations to the town; and such by-laws
may provide that committees so appointed or elect-
ed may continue in office for terms not exceeding
three years from the date of appointment or elec-
tion.
In every town having a committee appointed
under authority of this section, such committee, or
the selectmen if authorized by a by-law of the town,
and, in any town not having such a committee, the
selectmen, shall submit a budget at the annual
town meeting.
Amended by St. 1950, c. 56.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 130, § 1.
St. 1923, c. 388.
St.1929, c. 276.
§ 17. Powers of moderator; preservation of or-
der
No person shall address a town meeting without
leave of the moderator, and all persons shall, at the
request of the moderator, be silent. If a person,
after warning from the moderator, persists in dis-
orderly behavior, the moderator may order him to
withdraw from the meeting, and, if he does not
withdraw, may order a constable or any other
person to remove him and confine him in some
convenient place until the meeting is adjourned.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 75, § 6.
R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 29, 30.
G.S.1860, c. 18, §§ 28,29.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 61,62.
St. 1890, c. 423, §§ 218, 220.
St. 1893, c. 417, § 265.
St.1898, c. 548, § 330.
R.L.1902, c. 11, § 333.
St.1907, c. 560, §§ 361, 456.
St. 1913, c. 835, §§ 399, 503.
§ 18. Duties of moderators; reception of votes
The moderator shall receive the vote of any per-
son whose name is on the voting list or who pres-
ents a proper certificate from the registrars of
voters.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1822, c. 104, § 5.
R.S.1836, c. 3, § 10.
G.S.1860, c. 7, § 11.
P.S.1882, c. 7, § 11.
St. 1890, c. 423, § 223.
St.1893, c. 417, § 281.
St.1898, c. 548, § 346.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 350.
St.1907, c. 560, §§ 378,456.
St. 1913, c. 835, §§ 418, 503.
§ 19. Repealed, 1934, 39, Sec. 1
§ 20. Precinct voting
Towns divided into voting precincts may, for
their annual town election, establish precinct vot-
ing for all town officers to be chosen thereat, by
accepting this section at a meeting held seventy
days at least before the annual town meeting. The
acceptance of this section or corresponding provi-
sions of earlier laws may be revoked by the town at
a meeting held seventy days at least before the
annual town meeting; and if so revoked this sec-
tion shall cease to be in force therein. Towns by
vote or by-law may authorize voting precincts at
special elections of town officers.
Amended by St. 1934, c. 39, § 2; St. 1973, c. 1136;
St.1974, c. 8, § 3.
St. 1894, c. 132, §§ 1,2,4.
St.1898, c. 548, § 349.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 353.
St.1907, c. 560, §§ 381, 456.
St.1913, c. 431.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 421, 503.
St. 1918, c. 291, § 29.
§ 21. Canvass of returns
The town clerk and the board of registrars, upon
receipt of the returns from the several precincts,
shall forthwith canvass the same, and immediately
declare the result.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1894, c. 132, § 2.
St. 1895, c. 89, § 1.
St.1898, c. 548, § 350.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 354.
St.1907, c. 560, §§ 382,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 422, 503.
§§ 22, 23. Repealed, 1974, 8, Sec. 4
Historical and Statutory Notes
See, now, c. 39, §§ 9, 9A.
§§ 23A to 23C. Repealed, 2009, 28, Sec. 20
§ 23D. Adjudicatory hearings; attendance by
municipal board, committee and
commission members; voting dis-
qualification
(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary, upon municipal acceptance of this
section for 1 or more types of adjudicatory hear-
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ings, a member of any municipal board, committee
or commission when holding an adjudicatory hear-
ing shall not be disqualified from voting in the
matter solely due to that member's absence from
no more than a single session of the hearing at
which testimony or other evidence is received. Be-
fore any such vote, the member shall certify in
writing that he has examined all evidence received
at the missed session, which evidence shall include
an audio or video recording of the missed session
or a transcript thereof. The written certification
shall be part of the record of the hearing. Nothing
in this section shall change, replace, negate or
otherwise supersede applicable quorum require-
ments.
(b) By ordinance or by-law, a city or town may
adopt minimum additional requirements for at-
tendance at scheduled board, committee, and com-
mission hearings under this section.
Added by St.2006, c. 79, cff. Aug. 10, 2006.
§ 24. Application of chapter
The provisions of this chapter shall be in force
only so far as they are not inconsistent with the
express provisions of any general or special law;
and, so far as apt, shall apply to districts as defined
in section one A of chapter forty.
Amended by St. 1970, c. 78, § 2.
87
CHAPTER 40
POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITIES AND TOWNS
Section Sect
1. Nature and scope. 6C.
1A. District defined.
IB. Districts; power to sue and be sued; insurance; 6D.
defense of civil actions.
2. Towns; power to sue and be sued. 6E
3. Towns; power to hold, lease and convey proper- 6J.
ty. 6K.
3A. Cities, towns and districts; binding effect thereon 6L.
of recordable instruments of title affecting in- 6M
terests in real estate as to good faith purchasers 6N
notwithstanding inconsistency of law there-
with. 60.
4. Towns; power to contract; purposes.
4A. Governmental units; joint operation of public 7.
activities; termination of agreement; "govern-
mental unit" defined; financial safeguards. 7A.
4B. Repealed. 8.
4B'/>. Repealed. 8A.
4C. Repealed.
4D. Contracts with state or public authority for con-
struction of public works. 8B.
4E. Education collaboratives.
4F. Purchase of clothing or apparel; restrictions.
4G. Repealed. 8C.
4H. Repealed.
41. Growth and development policy committees; def- 8D,
initions.
4J. Public safety mutual aid agreement; procedure 8E.
for joining agreement; requests to receive as-
sistance; rights and responsibilities of request- 8F.
ing and sending parties.
4K. Public works municipal mutual aid agreement; 8G
procedure for joining agreement; advisory 8H
committee; requests to receive assistance; 8/.
rights and responsibilities of requesting and
sending parties. 8J.
5. Appropriation of money for exercise of corporate
powers. 8K.
5A. Cities; reserve funds for extraordinary expendi-
tures; establishment. 9.
5B. Stabilization funds; establishment.
5C. Districts; reserve funds for extraordinary expen-
ditures; establishment. 9A.
5D. Contributory retirement system funds; recovery 10.
of pension costs.
5E. Unemployment compensation fund; deposit and 11.
investment; payments. 1 1A.
5F. Ambulance services; recreational facilities; ser- 12.
vice charges; credit card payments. 12A.
5G. Municipal waterways improvement and mainte- 12B
nance tunds.
5H. Centennial celebrations; funds.
6. Towns; reserve funds for extraordinary expendi- 12C.
lures; establishment.
6A. Advertising. 12D
6B. Uniforms and other outer clothing for members 12E
of police and fire departments and shellfish
constabulary; clothing allowance. 12F.
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ion
Removal of ice and snow from private ways;
conditions.
Removal of ice and snow from private ways;
submission to electorate; ballot,
to 61. Repealed.
Stormy weather work clothes; purchase.
Uniforms of public health nurses; purchase.
Stormy weather work clothes; lease or rental.
Repealed.
Private ways; temporary repairs, ordinances or
by-laws.
Group life insurance premiums; permanent em-
ployees.
Removal of ice and snow from sidewalks in
towns.
Prevention of automobile accidents.
Enforcement of laws relating to civil service.
Development and industrial commission; estab-
lishment; duties; membership; tenure; re-
movals; vacancies.
Council on aging; establishment; annual reports;
recommendations by department; clerks and
employees.
Conservation commission; establishment; pow-
ers and duties.
Historical commission; establishment; powers
and duties.
Youth commission; establishment; powers and
duties.
Consumer advisory commission; establishment;
annual report; clerks and employees.
Mutual police aid programs; agreements.
Recycling programs.
Energy resources commission; powers and
duties.
Disability commission; powers and duties; mem-
bers; terms.
Mapping commissions; powers and duties;
members.
Lease of building space for veterans' organiza-
tions; limitations; erection of armories; cele-
bration of holidays.
Repealed.
Public markets; establishment; conditions; reg-
ulation.
Prevention of forest fires.
Beach districts; formation.
Public baths and wash houses.
Repealed.
Beaches for public and recreational uses; forma-
tion of district; membership of control com-
mission; annual audit.
Construction of beach facilities; rules and regu-
lations.
Authority to incur indebtedness; limitation.
Treasurer of district; appointment; bond; pow-
ers and duties.
Employees.
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managc-
man-
Section
12G. Leasing of concessions; procedure.
13. Municipal buildings insurance fund;
ment; use.
13A. Workers' compensation insurance funds;
agement.
13B. Residence quarters for school physicians.
13C. Workers' compensation claims reserve funds.
14. Purchase of land; conditions; limitations; defini-
tion.
15. Abandonment of rights in realty; conditions.
15A. Transfer of land; procedure.
15B. Water supply works; sale or exchange of proper-
ty-
ISC. Scenic road designations; improvements; fines.
16. Street sprinkling.
17. Assessment.
18. Collection of assessment.
19. Appropriation of money for providing common
necessaries during war or other public exigen-
cy; purposes; use of funds.
Selling price of necessities; accounting.
By-laws of towns; purpose.
Powers ol cities and towns; regulation of work-
ing conditions of employees.
Personnel relations review board; establishment;
purpose; "grievance", defined.
Union conventions; leave of absence.
Employees who are veterans; participation in
Veterans or Memorial Day exercises; time off
granted; exceptions.
Noncriminal disposition of ordinance, by-law,
rule or regulation violations.
Municipal charges and bills; due dates; interest.
Regulation of vehicles; penalties for violation;
disabled veterans and handicapped persons ex-
cepted from parking violations; taxicab licens-
es.
Parking meters; fees; exemption from fees for
disabled veterans and handicapped persons;
bicycle locking devices; motorcycle parking;
restricted parking areas for veterans and hand-
icapped persons.
Acquisition and maintenance ol oil-street parking
areas; conditions; exceptions.
Off-street parking lots; installation of parking
meters and other devices.
Vehicles parked in violation of law; removal.
Lease of air space above structures and facilities.
License fees; service charges; acceptance of sec-
tion.
Funds received from fines for handicap parking
violations; deposits in account; expenditures.
Powers of cities; regulation of erection and
maintenance of balustrades; penalty for viola-
tion.
Powers of cities; regulation of the quality of ice;
penalty for violation.
25 to 30B. Repealed.
20.
21.
21A.
21B.
21C.
21C16
21D.
21E.
22.
22A.
22B.
22C.
22D.
22E.
22F.
22G.
23.
24.
3 1
.
Powers of towns; performance of duty imposed
by by-laws.
32. Validation of by-laws; procedure.
32A. Publication of ordinances.
32B. Publication of compilations of zoning ordinances;
supplements; distribution and sale.
Section
33. Rules and regulations promulgated by town
boards; filing.
34. Town; erection and maintenance of lockup; pen-
al tv for noncompliance.
35. Keeper; appointment; oath; penalty for failure
to appoint keeper.
36. Keeper; powers; compensation; fees.
36A. Report of death or suicide of lockup inmates;
records of attempts at, or threats of, suicide.
36B. Cells; protective coverings, electronic audio sys-
tems and electronic security devices.
36C. Police; training in suicide detection, intervention
and prevention.
37. Accessibility of lockup to police; penalty for re-
fusing access.
37A. Curlews; imposition; penalties.
38. Purchase, development and use of public water
supply.
39. Conveying water through another town; liability
for damages.
39A. Water supply or distributing system; establish-
ment; maintenance and operation; exception.
39B. Acquisition of land and water; conditions.
39C. Construction and maintenance of dams, wells,
reservoirs and other buildings; conditions.
39D. Surveys.
39E. Management of water system.
39F. Damages.
39G. Pollution of water; damage to property; penal-
ties.
39H. Right to aid other governmental units; compen-
sation.
397. Water meters; testing.
39J. Pricing system; costs.
39J14. Repealed.
39K. Drinking water protection district; establish-
ment; commission; pricing system; fund.
39L. Water or sewer service charges; descending unit
rate basis.
40. Repealed.
41. Protection of water supply; conditions.
41 A. Use of water in emergencies.
4 IB, 41C. Repealed.
42. Laying pipes and conduits.
42A. Collection of rates and charges for supplying of
water; lien for delinquent charges.
42B. Effective date of lien; termination; enforcement.
42C. Unpaid charges; report to tax collector.
42D. Unpaid charges; collection as part of property
tax.
42E. Abatements; appeals.
42F. Recovery of delinquent charges from tenants.
42G. Distribution of water; payment of costs by spe-
cial assessment.
42H. Uniform rate of assessment.
427. Recordation of assessment to establish lien on
property; amount of assessment; extension of
time for payment.
42J. Deferral of charges.
42 K. Assessment of betterments.
43. Authorization for laying of pipes for the transmis-
sion of steam or hot water.
43A. Permission to construct pipelines for conveying
petroleum or by-products thereof; conditions.
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Section
44. Improvement districts; purposes; membership;
tenure; powers and duties.
44A. Regional refuse disposal planning committee.
44B. Regional refuse disposal planning board; study
of creation of district; expenses of board; re-
fuse disposal facility defined.
44C. Regional refuse disposal planning board; agree-
ment for establishment of district.
44D. Report of board.
44E. Acceptance of recommendation; election; estab-
lishment of district.
44F. General powers of district.
44G. Exercise of powers; officers of committee.
44H. Maintenance and operating expenses; debts; de-
termination and apportionment.
44/. Annual audit and report; costs.
44J. Sale, lease or license of lands or facilities to
refuse disposal districts.
44K. Bonds and notes; limit of indebtedness.
44L. Issuance of debt obligations to pay for project
costs.
45. Recognizance; permission to designate an agent.
46. Certification of claims.
47. Town seal; establishment; use.
48. Establishment of suitable place to keep books;
penalty for noncompliance; custody of books
and records.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 1 . Nature and scope
Cities and towns shall be bodies corporate, and,
except as otherwise expressly provided, shall have
the powers, exercise the privileges and be subject
to the duties and liabilities provided in the several
acts establishing them and in the acts relating
thereto. Except as otherwise expressly provided,
cities shall have all the powers of towns and such
additional powers as are granted to them by their
charters or by general or special law, and all laws
relative to towns shall apply to cities.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 75, § 9.
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 17; c. 15, §§ 8, 86.
G.S.1860, c. 3, § 7, cl. 17; c. 18, § 1; c. 19, §§ 1, 2.
P.S.1882, c. 3, § 3, cl. 23; c. 27, § 1; c. 28, §§ 1, 2.
R.L.1902, c. 26, §§ 1,2.
§ 1A. District defined
Except as otherwise expressly provided, the word
"district" as used in this chapter shall mean a fire,
water, sewer, water pollution abatement, refuse
disposal, light, or improvement district, or any
other district, howsoever named, formed for the
purpose of carrying out any of the aforementioned
functions, whether established under general law
or special act.
Added by St. 1967, c. 44, § 1. Amended by St. 1969, c.
505, § 3.
Section
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
54A.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
60A.
Annual town reports; publication; penalty for
noncompliance.
Annual town report; copy to state library.
Publication of information concerning persons
receiving aid from governmental agencies tor-
bidden; exceptions; penalties.
Size of official letters.
Restraint of illegal appropriations; ten taxpayer
actions.
Building permit restrictions; availability of water
supply; disposal of debris.
State consent to issuance of permit to build on
lands formerly used as a railroad right-of-way;
damages in absence thereof.
Annuity contract, custodial account or other in-
vestment for hospital employees.
Percentages of local tax levy for property.
Local licenses and permits; denial, revocation or
suspension for failure to pay municipal taxes or
charges.
Municipal charges lien.
Tax increment financing plan.
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zone (UCH-TIF).
Manufacturing workforce training tax increment
financing plan.
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ IB. Districts; power to sue and be sued; in-
surance; defense of civil actions
A district may sue and be sued by its name to the
same extent and upon the same conditions as a city
or town.
Districts shall have the power and authority to
assess member cities and towns for the purpose of
paying a proper charge to effect insurance for
payment of damages or for the purpose of paying a
proper charge for payment of damages incurred
pursuant to chapter two hundred and fifty-eight,
and shall have the power and authority to defend
civil actions brought against them pursuant to said
chapter.
Added by St. 1978, c. 512, § 7.
§ 2. Towns; power to sue and be sued
A town may in its corporate capacity sue and be
sued by its name, and may appoint necessary
agents therefor.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1694-5, c. 15, §§ 1, 2.
St. 1783, c. 39, § 4.
St.1785, c. 75, § 8.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 10.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 8.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 8.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 12.
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§ 3. Towns; power to hold, lease and convey
property
A town may hold real estate for the public use of
the inhabitants and may convey the same by a deed
of its selectmen thereto duly authorized, or by a
deed of a committee or agent thereto duly author-
ized; may by its selectmen let or lease for not more
than 30 years, on such terms as the selectmen
determine, a public building or part thereof, except
schoolhouses in actual use as such; may by its
selectmen let or lease for not more than twenty-five
years, real estate to the Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority for use by the authority as a
parking lot for commuters; may hold personal
estate for the public use of the inhabitants, and
alienate and dispose of the same; may hold real
and personal estate in trust for the support of
schools, and for the promotion of education, within
the limits of the town; may receive, hold and
manage any devise, bequest or gift for the estab-
lishment or equipment of memorials for properly
commemorating the services of the soldiers, sailors
and marines who have served the country in war,
and for the establishment or maintenance of any
reading room for which it may grant money under
the provisions of section five; and may make such
orders as it may deem necessary or expedient for
the disposal or use of its corporate property. All
real estate or personal property of the town, not by
law or by vote of the town placed in the charge of
any particular board, officer or department, shall
be under the control of the selectmen, except as is
otherwise provided in this section or section nine.
Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, a
city or town, with the approval of the school com-
mittee, may rent or lease any school building not in
actual use and, with the approval of the commis-
sioner of education, surplus space in a school
building in actual use to any one or more public or
private profit-making businesses or nonprofit or-
ganizations; provided, however, that joint occu-
pancy of a school building in actual use as such
shall not interfere with educational programs being
conducted in said building. The terms of any such
rental or lease shall be as approved by the school
committee; provided, however, that no school
building not in actual use shall be rented or leased
for an initial term longer than ten years, but with
renewal options if approved by the school commit-
tee.
The monies received from such rental or lease
shall be kept separate and apart from other city or
town funds in the city or town treasury and may be
expended by the school committee without further
appropriation for the upkeep of the facility so rent-
ed or surplus space which is so rented; provided,
however, that any balance remaining in such ac-
count at the close of a fiscal year shall be paid into
the General Fund of such city or town; and, pro-
vided further, that in any city or town that accepts
this proviso, any such balance shall remain in said
account and may be expended for the upkeep and
maintenance of any facility under the control of the
school committee.
Amended by St. 1976, c. 191; St. 1981, c. 496; St. 1982, c.
634, § 6; St.1988, c. 15, § 53; St.1989, c. 706; St.1993,
c. 151, § 28; St.2010, c. 188, § 22, eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.I 836, c. 15, § II.
G.S.I 860, c. 18, § 9.
St.1880, c. Ill, § 1.
P.S.I 882, c. 27, § 9.
St. 1885, c. 60.
St,1891,c. 218.
St.l901,c. 152.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 13.
St.1907, c. 232, § 1.
Si. 1919, c. 61, § 1.
St.1919, c. 352.
St. 1920, c. 292, § 1.
St. 1920, c. 591, § I 1.
§ 3A. Cities, towns and districts; binding effect
thereon of recordable instruments of
title affecting interests in real estate as
to good faith purchasers notwithstand-
ing inconsistency of law therewith
Any recordable instrument purporting to affect
an interest in real estate, title to which is held by a
city, town, district or regional school district, exe-
cuted in the name of a town by its selectmen, in the
name of a city by its mayor or by its city manager
in the case of a city having a Plan D or Plan E
charter, or in the name of a district or regional
school district by the chairman of its prudential
committee or other governing board or by any
agent or committee authorized by particular vote of
the city, town or district or in the case of a munici-
pality acting by or through an industrial develop-
ment financing authority as provided in section
seven of chapter forty D by vote of the board of
directors of said authority, shall be binding on the
city, town, district or regional school district in
favor of a purchaser or other person relying in
good faith on such instrument notwithstanding in-
consistent provisions of general or special law, the
city or town charter, by-laws, resolutions or votes.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 160.
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§ 4. Towns; power to contract; purposes
A city or town may make contracts for the exer-
cise of its corporate powers, on such terms and
conditions as are authorized by the town meeting
in a town, the town council in a town without a
town meeting, the city council in a city with the
approval of the mayor or the city council in a Plan
D or Plan E city with the approval of the manager,
or as otherwise authorized in accordance with a
duly adopted charter. A city or town may not
contract for any purpose, on any terms, or under
any conditions inconsistent with any applicable
provision of any general or special law.
Amended by St.1932, c. 271, § 6; St.1941, c. 351, § 3;
St. 1946, c. 358, § 1; St.1950, c. 521; St.1951, c. 798,
§§ 1, 2; St.1954, c. 33; St. 1957, c. 227, § 1; St.1958, c.
613, § 2A; St.1961, c. 307; St. 1 96 1 , c. 313; St.1963, c.
115; St.1965, c. 50; St.1965, c. 874, § 3; St.1966, c. 63,
§§ 1,2; St.1966, c. 202, § 1; St.1966, c. 381; St.1968, c.
621; St. 1969, c. 412; St. 1969, c. 758, §§ 1 to 4; St.1969,
c. 849, § 24; St.1970, c. 238; St.1970, c. 674; St.1971, c.
3; St.1971, c. 71; St.1971, c. 128; St.1971, c. 952;
St.1972, c. 25; St.1973, c. 6; St.1974, c. 260, § 1;
St. 1974, c. 693; St.1974, c. 715; St.1975, c. 46; St.1975,
c. 74; St. 1977, c. 421; St.1978, c. 119, § 1; St.1978, c.
575; St.1979, c. 281; St. 1979, c. 796, § 5; St.1980, c.
261, §§ 1C, ID; St.1981, c. 307; St.1981, c. 351, § 119;
St.1981, c. 628, § 2; St. 1984, c. 52; St. 1989, c. 687, § 7;
St.1989, c. 710.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 11.
G.S.I 860, c. 18, § 9.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 9.
St.1889, c. 377.
St. 1890, c. 119.
St. 1895, c. 217.
R.L.1902,c. 25, § 14.
St. 1902, c. 544, § 6.
St.1918, c. 291, § 1.
St. 1 926, c. 67.
St.1928, c. 155, § 1.
St.1929, c. 323.
§ 4A. Governmental units; joint operation of
public activities; termination of agree-
ment; "governmental unit" defined;
financial safeguards
The chief executive officer of a city or town, or a
board, committee or officer authorized by law to
execute a contract in the name of a governmental
unit may, on behalf of the unit, enter into an
agreement with another governmental unit to per-
form jointly or for that unit's services, activities or
undertakings which any of the contracting units is
authorized by law to perform, if the agreement is
authorized by the parties thereto, in a city by the
city council with the approval of the mayor, in a
town by the board of selectmen and in a district by
the prudential committee; provided, however, that
when the agreement involves the expenditure of
funds for establishing supplementary education
centers and innovative educational programs, the
agreement and its termination shall be authorized
by the school committee. Any such agreement
shall be for such maximum term, not exceeding
twenty-five years, and shall establish such maxi-
mum financial liability of the parties, as may be
specified in the authorizing votes of the parties
thereto. A governmental unit, when duly author-
ized to do so in accordance with the provisions of
law applicable to it, may raise money by any lawful
means, including the incurring of debt for purposes
for which it may legally incur debt, to meet its
obligations under such agreement. Notwithstand-
ing any provisions of law or charter to the con-
trary, no governmental unit shall be exempt from
liability for its obligations under an agreement law-
fully entered into in accordance with this section.
For the purposes of this section, a "governmental
unit" shall mean a city, town or a regional school
district, a district as defined in section 1A, a region-
al planning commission, however constituted, a
regional transit authority established under chapter
161 B, a water and sewer commission established
under chapter 40N or by special law, a county, or a
state agency as defined in section 1 of chapter 6A.
All agreements put into effect under this section
shall provide sufficient financial safeguards for all
participants, including, but not limited to: accurate
and comprehensive records of services performed,
costs incurred, and reimbursements and contribu-
tions received; the performance of regular audits
of such records; and provisions for officers respon-
sible for the agreement to give appropriate per-
formance bonds. The agreement shall also require
that periodic financial statements be issued to all
participants. Nothing in this section shall prohibit
any agreement entered into between governmental
units from containing procedures for withdrawal of
a governmental unit from said agreement. A deci-
sion to enter into an intermunicipal agreement
under this section, or to join a regional entity, shall
be solely subject to the approval process of the
towns' elected bodies.
All bills and payrolls submitted for work done
under any such agreement shall be plainly marked
to indicate that the work was done under authority
thereof. Any reimbursement for or contribution
toward the cost of such work shall be made at such
intervals as the agreement provides. The amount
of reimbursement received under any such agree-
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ment by any governmental unit shall be credited on
its books to the account of estimated receipts, but
any funds received under the provisions of section
fifty-three A of chapter forty-four for contribution
toward the cost of such work may be expended in
accordance with the said provisions. The equip-
ment and employees of a governmental unit while
engaged in performing any such service, activity or
undertaking under such an agreement shall be
deemed to be engaged in the service and employ-
ment of such unit, notwithstanding such service,
activity or undertaking is being performed in or for
another governmental unit or units.
Added by St. 1945, c. 438. Amended by St. 1966, c. 286
St.1969, c. 85; St. 1969, c. 356; St.1969, c. 758, § 5
St.1975, c. 344; St.1982, c. 24; St.1992, c. 133, § 369
St.1995, c. 38, § 57; St.2008, c. 188, §§ 1, 2, eff. July 18,
2008; St.2010, c. 188, § 23, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 4B. Repealed, 1989, 687, Sec. 8
§ 4B!4. Repealed, 1989, 687, Sec. 9
§ 4C. Repealed, 1965, 763, Sec. 1
Historical and Statutory Notes
See, now, c. 150E, § 1 et seq.
§ 4D. Contracts with state or public authority
for construction of public works
Any governmental unit, as defined in section four
A, may enter into an agreement with the common-
wealth or with any public authority, whereby the
commonwealth acting through a duly authorized
agency, or such public authority, will perform for
such governmental unit, any service or activity or
undertaking which said governmental unit is au-
thorized by law to perform for itself.
All bills submitted for payments on account of
work done under such agreement shall be plainly
marked to indicate that the work was done under
authority thereof, and payments at such intervals
as provided by the agreement shall be made to the
commonwealth or the public authority or upon
direction of the commonwealth or the public au-
thority, at such intervals as the government pro-
vides, directly to the contractor performing the
work under agreement.
Any such agreement may provide that such gov-
ernmental unit pay to the state treasurer or to the
treasurer of such public authority, as the case may
be, its respective share of the estimated cost of the
work to be done, and that the state agency or
public authority which is a party to the agreement
be authorized to expend the money for the pur-
poses for which the payment is submitted. The
provisions of sections twenty-six to twenty-nine,
inclusive, and of sections forty-four A to forty-four
L, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and forty-nine,
and the provisions of sections thirty-nine F to thir-
ty-nine M of chapter thirty, shall apply to all such
work performed by a public authority to the same
extent and in the same manner as they are applica-
ble to the commonwealth.
Added by St. 1967, c. 883, § 1. Amended by St. 1978, c.
199.
§ 4E. Education collaboratives
Two or more school committees of cities, towns
and regional school districts and boards of trustees
of charter schools may enter into a written agree-
ment to conduct education programs and services
which shall complement and strengthen the school
programs of member school committees and char-
ter schools and increase educational opportunities
for children. The school committees and boards of
trustees of charter schools shall collaborate to offer
the programs and services; provided, however, the
association of school committees and board of trus-
tees of charter schools which is formed to deliver
the programs and services shall be known as an
education collaborative.
The education collaborative shall be managed by
a board of directors which shall be comprised of 1
person appointed by each member school commit-
tee and 1 person appointed by each member char-
ter board of trustees. All appointed persons shall
be either a school committee member or his desig-
nee, the superintendent of schools or his designee
or a member of the charter board of trustees.
Members of the board of directors shall be entitled
to a vote according to the terms of the education
collaborative agreement. The department of edu-
cation shall appoint an individual to serve in an
advisory capacity to the education collaborative
board of directors. The individual shall not be
entitled to vote on any matter which comes before
the board of directors of the education collabora-
tive.
The written agreement which shall form the ba-
sis of the education collaborative shall set forth the
purposes of the program or service, the financial
terms and conditions of membership of the edu-
cation collaborative, the method of termination of
the education collaborative and of the withdrawal
of member school committees and charter schools,
the procedure for admitting new members and for
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amending the collaborative agreement, the powers
and duties of the board of directors of the edu-
cation collaborative to operate and manage the
education collaborative and any other matter not
incompatible with law which the member commit-
tees and charter schools consider advisable. The
agreement shall be subject to the approval of the
member school committees and the commissioner
of education.
Each board of directors of an education collabo-
rative shall establish and manage a trust fund, to
be known as an Education Collaborative Trust
Fund, and each such fund shall be designated by
an appropriate name. All monies contributed by
the member municipalities and charter schools and
all grants or gifts from the federal government,
state government, charitable foundations, private
corporations or any other source shall be paid to
the board of directors of the education collabora-
tive and deposited in the fund.
The board of directors of the education collabo-
rative shall appoint a treasurer who may be a
treasurer of a city, town or regional school district
belonging to the collaborative. The treasurer may,
subject to the direction of the board of directors of
the education collaborative, receive and disburse
all monies of the trust fund without further appro-
priation. The treasurer shall give bond annually
for the faithful performance of his duties as colla-
borative treasurer in a form approved by the de-
partment of revenue and in the sum, not less than
the amount established by the department, as shall
be fixed by the board of directors of the education
collaborative. The board of directors of the edu-
cation collaborative in its discretion may pay com-
pensation to the treasurer for his services. No
member of the board of directors of the education
collaborative shall be eligible to serve as treasurer
of the collaborative.
The treasurer of the education collaborative
board of directors shall have the authority to make
appropriate investments of the monies of the Edu-
cation Collaborative Trust Fund consistent with
section 54 of chapter 44.
The board of directors of an educational collabo-
rative may borrow money, enter into long-term or
short-term loan agreements or mortgages and ap-
ply for state, federal or corporate grants or con-
tracts to obtain funds necessary to carry out the
purpose for which such collaborative is estab-
lished; provided, however, that the board of di-
rectors has determined that any borrowing, loan or
mortgage is cost-effective and in the best interest of
the collaborative and its member municipalities
and charter schools. The borrowing, loans or
mortgages shall be consistent with the written
agreement and articles of incorporation, if any, of
the educational collaborative and shall be consis-
tent with standard lending practices.
The board of directors of the education collabo-
rative may employ an executive officer who shall
serve under the general direction of the board and
who shall be responsible for the care and supervi-
sion of the education collaborative.
The board of directors of the education collabo-
rative shall be considered to be a public employer
and have the authority to employ personnel, in-
cluding teachers, to carry out the purposes and
functions of the education collaborative. No per-
son shall be eligible for employment by the board
of directors as an instructor of children with severe
special needs, teacher of children with special
needs, teacher, guidance counselor or school psy-
chologist unless the person has been granted a
certificate by the board of education under section
38G of chapter 71 or section 6 of chapter 71A or an
approval under the regulations promulgated by the
board of education under chapter 71B or chapter
74 with respect to the type of position for which he
seeks employment; provided, however, that noth-
ing herein shall be construed to prevent a board of
directors of an education collaborative from pre-
scribing additional qualifications. A board of di-
rectors of an education collaborative may, upon its
request, be exempted by the board of education for
any 1 school year from the requirements of this
section to employ certified or approved personnel
when compliance therewith would in the opinion
of the board constitute a great hardship.
The education collaborative shall be considered
to be a public entity and shall have standing to sue
and be sued to the same extent as a city, town or
regional school district. An education collabora-
tive, acting through its board of directors, may
enter into contracts for the purchase of supplies,
materials and services and for the purchase or
leasing of land, buildings and equipment as consid-
ered necessary by the board of directors.
A school committee of a city, town or regional
school district or board of trustees of a charter
school may authorize the prepayment of monies for
an educational program or service of the education
collaborative to the treasurer of an education colla-
borative, and the city, town or regional school
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district or charter school treasurer shall be re-
quired to approve and pay the monies in accor-
dance with the authorization of the school commit-
tee or board of trustees.
Added by St. 1970, c. 889. Amended by St. 1972, c. 753;
St. 1974, c. 797; St.1975, c. 323, §§ 1, 2; St.1978, c. 481,
§§ 1 to 4; St.1981, c. 132, § 1; St.1985, c. 631, § 1;
St.1995, c. 98; St.2000, c. 384, § 8; St.2010, c. 12, § 2,
ell. Jan. 19,2010.
§ 4F. Purchase of clothing or apparel; restric-
tions
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section, any contracts or orders for items of
clothing or apparel shall be given to such estab-
lishments only as submit to the city or town the
name and address of the manufacturer of such
items, and the names and addresses of any and all
contractors for such items, and only to such estab-
lishments as pay the prevailing rate of wages, de-
termined by the commissioner of labor and indus-
tries. Said prevailing rates shall be based on wage
rates and working hours that have been estab-
lished by collective bargaining agreement or un-
derstanding between organized labor and employ-
ers in the apparel industry. Said commissioner
shall, upon application from a city or town, pre-
pare and furnish for the use of such city or town a
list of the several classifications of labor usually
performed by the employees in the apparel trades,
together with the prevailing rate of wages and
working hours.
A written declaration by the bidder on said con-
tracts or orders for items of clothing or apparel,
upon submission of his bid, that each garment to
be purchased shall have a union label affixed to
such garment shall be sufficient evidence that said
manufacturer or contractor pays the prevailing
rate of wages based on wage rates and working
hours established by collective bargaining or un-
derstanding between organized labor and the em-
ployer. Every contractor, subcontractor or other
employer, engaged in any work to which this sec-
tion applies, shall keep a true and accurate record
of employees, showing the name, address and oc-
cupational classification of each employee, and the
hours worked by, and the wages paid to, each such
employee, and shall furnish to the city or town
upon request a true statement of the contents of
such record.
Added by St. 1973, c. 84.
§ 4G. Repealed, 1989, 687, Sec. 10
§ 4H. Repealed, 1989, 687, Sec. 11
§ 47. Growth and development policy commit-
tees; definitions
As used in this section, the following words shall
have the following meanings:
—
"Balanced growth and development issues", the
current and future residential, commercial and in-
dustrial development demands of municipalities;
identification of needed or desirable longterm
housing and economic development objectives and
priorities; protection of environmentally sensitive
areas; preservation of important land and water
resources; growth management land use problems,
including regional transportation systems, housing,
water quality, open space, recreational land and
agricultural land; municipal growth management
decisions; the impact of a proposed development
on infrastructure, highway safety, traffic conges-
tion, transportation systems and ability to provide
municipal services; development which promotes
the conservation and efficient use of natural re-
sources, including energy, safe alternative energy
resources, water, wetland, flood plains, ground wa-
ter aquifers and aquifer recharge areas; and any or
all of the foregoing which by its nature or location
would have a significant impact upon the health,
safety or welfare of citizens of more than one
municipality or with respect to which more than
one municipality would be significantly affected by
a proposed development.
"Federal agency", any office, agency division,
department, board or commission of the United
States government.
"Growth and development policy committee",
the committee established pursuant to this section.
"Member municipality", any city or town which
establishes or becomes a member of a growth and
development policy committee.
"State agency", any executive office, agency, de-
partment, board or commission of the common-
wealth.
Upon a majority vote of the board of selectmen
in a town or the city council and mayor in a city,
any two or more municipalities may establish a
growth and development policy committee for the
purposes and with the powers set forth in this
section. Such growth and development policy
committee shall be composed of an equal number
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of representatives from each member municipali-
ty, but in no event shall there be less than three
members representing each member municipality.
Any municipality wishing to become a member of
a growth and development policy committee sub-
sequent to the initial formation thereof may do so
upon a majority vote of the then existing repre-
sentatives of the growth and development policy
committee. Representatives of each member mu-
nicipality shall be appointed by majority of the re-
spective member municipality's board of select-
men, in the case of a town, or city council, with
approval of the mayor, in the case of a city.
Staff and planning assistance may be provided to
the growth and development policy committee by
any board, department or agency of a member
municipality. Each member municipality may ap-
propriate funds to the growth and development
policy committee for any purpose related to com-
mittee matters. The growth and development com-
mittee may accept contributions, gifts or grants
from any private source or public source, includ-
ing, but not limited to, any local agency, state
agency or federal agency.
Each growth and development policy committee
shall have the following powers: to engage in all
acts and conduct for the purpose of intergovern-
mental planning of balanced growth and develop-
ment issues; to provide mutual planning, comment
and review of any balanced growth and develop-
ment issue which has a significant impact upon the
health, safety or welfare of citizens of more than
one member municipality; to research, develop,
sponsor, fund and implement programs and pro-
jects designed to address balanced growth and
development issues.
Added by St. 1987, c. 400.
§ 4J. Public safety mutual aid agreement; pro-
cedure for joining agreement; requests
to receive assistance; rights and re-
sponsibilities of requesting and sending
parties
(a) As used in this section, the following words
shall have the following meanings unless the con-
text clearly requires otherwise:
"Agency", the Massachusetts emergency man-
agement agency.
"Agreement", the statewide public safety mutual
aid agreement established in subsection (b).
"Authorized representative", in the case of a city
or town, the mayor, city manager, town manager,
town administrator, executive secretary, police
chief or on-duty shift commander of the police
department, fire chief or on-duty shift commander
of the fire department, health director or chairper-
son of the board of health and the emergency
management director and, in the case of a govern-
mental unit that is not a city or town, the chief
executive officer or his designee.
"Employee", a person employed full-time or
part-time by a governmental unit, a volunteer offi-
cially operating under a governmental unit, or a
person contractually providing services to a gov-
ernmental unit.
"Governmental unit", a city, town, county, re-
gional transit authority established under chapter
16 IB, water or sewer commission or district estab-
lished under chapter 40N or by special law, fire
district, regional health district established under
chapter 111, a regional school district or a law
enforcement council.
"Incident command system", the standardized
national incident management system that estab-
lishes an on-scene management system of proce-
dures for controlling personnel, facilities, equip-
ment and communications from different agencies
at the scene of an emergency or other event for
which mutual aid assistance is provided.
"Law enforcement council", a nonprofit corpora-
tion comprised of municipal police chiefs and other
law enforcement agencies established to provide:
(i) mutual aid to its members pursuant to mutual
aid agreements; (ii) mutual aid or requisitions for
aid to non-members consistent with section 8G of
this chapter or section 99 of chapter 41; and (iii)
enhanced public safety by otherwise sharing re-
sources and personnel.
"Mutual aid assistance", the cross-jurisdictional
provision of emergency services, materials or facili-
ties from 1 party to another when existing re-
sources are, or may be, inadequate.
"Party", a governmental unit that has joined the
agreement.
"Public safety incident", an event, emergency or
natural or man-made disaster, that threatens or
causes harm to public health, safety or welfare and
that exceeds, or reasonably may be expected to
exceed, the response or recovery capabilities of a
governmental unit including, but not limited to, a
technological hazard, planned event, civil unrest,
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health-related event and an emergency, act of ter-
rorism and training and exercise that tests and
simulates the ability to manage, respond to or
recover from any such event.
"Requesting party", a party that requests aid or
assistance from another party pursuant to the
agreement.
"Sending party", a party that renders aid or
assistance to another party under the agreement.
(b) There shall be a statewide public safety mutu-
al aid agreement to create a framework for the
provision of mutual aid assistance among the par-
ties to the agreement in the case of a public safety
incident. The assistance to be provided under the
agreement shall include, but not be limited to, fire
service, law enforcement, emergency medical ser-
vices, transportation, communications, public
works, engineering, building inspection, planning
and information assistance, resource support, pub-
lic health, health and medical services, search and
rescue assistance and any other resource, equip-
ment or personnel that a party to the agreement
may request or provide in anticipation of, or in
response to, a public safety incident.
(c)(1) If a city or town wishes to join the agree-
ment, the mayor in the case of a city, the city
manager in the case of a Plan D or Plan E city, or
the town manager, town administrator or chair-
man of the board of selectmen with the approval of
the board of selectmen, may act on behalf of the
city or town to join the agreement by notifying the
director of the agency in writing. The municipality
shall be a party to the agreement 30 days after
receipt by the agency of the written notification.
A city or town that has joined the agreement may
opt out of the agreement in the same manner as
provided for joining the agreement and by notify-
ing the agency in writing of its intention to opt out.
The removal of the municipality from the agree-
ment shall take effect 10 days after receipt by the
agency of the written notification.
(2) If a governmental unit that is not a city or
town wishes to join the agreement, the chief execu-
tive officer of the governmental unit may act on its
behalf to join the agreement by notifying the di-
rector of the agency in writing. The governmental
unit shall be a party to the agreement 30 days after
receipt by the agency of the written notification.
If a governmental unit that is not a city or town
has joined the agreement but wishes to opt out of
the agreement, the chief executive officer of the
governmental unit may act on its behalf to opt out
ol the agreement by notifying the agency in writ-
ing. The removal of the municipality from the
agreement shall take effect 10 days after receipt by
the agency of the written notification.
(d)(1) A request by a party to receive mutual aid
assistance under the agreement shall be made,
either orally or in writing, by an authorized repre-
sentative of the requesting party and shall be com-
municated to an authorized representative of the
sending party or to the agency; provided, however,
that if the request is communicated orally, the
requesting party shall reduce the request to writing
and deliver it to the sending party or to the agency
at the earliest possible date, but not later than 72
hours after making the oral request. A party to the
agreement may request mutual aid assistance dur-
ing, in anticipation of or as a result of a public
safety incident.
(2) An oral or written request for mutual aid
assistance under the agreement shall include the
following information:
(i) a description of the public safety incident;
(ii) the nature, type and amount of personnel,
equipment, materials, supplies or other resources
being requested;
(iii) the manner in which the resources shall be
used and deployed;
(iv) a reasonable estimate of the length of time
for which the resources shall be needed;
(v) the location to which the resources shall be
deployed; and
(vi) the requesting party's point of contact.
(3) A party that receives a request for mutual aid
assistance shall provide and make available, to the
extent reasonable and practicable under the cir-
cumstances, the resources requested; provided,
however, that a sending party may withhold re-
quested resources to the extent necessary to pro-
vide reasonable protection and coverage for its
own jurisdiction.
(e) The requesting party shall be responsible for
the overall operation, assignment and deployment
of resources and personnel provided by a sending
party consistent with the incident command sys-
tem. The sending party shall retain direct supervi-
sion, command and control of personnel, equip-
ment and resources provided by the sending party
unless otherwise agreed to by the requesting party
and the sending party. During the course of ren-
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dering mutual aid assistance under the agreement,
the sending party shall be responsible for the oper-
ation of its equipment and for any damage thereto
unless the sending party and the requesting party
agree otherwise.
(f)( 1 ) All expenses incurred by the sending party
in rendering mutual aid assistance pursuant to the
agreement shall be paid by the sending party; pro-
vided, however, that a requesting party and a send-
ing party may enter into supplementary agree-
ments for reimbursement of costs associated with
providing mutual aid assistance incurred by a
sending party.
(2) A sending party shall document its costs of
providing mutual aid assistance under the agree-
ment, including direct and indirect payroll and
employee benefit costs, travel costs, repair costs
and the costs of materials and supplies. A sending
party shall also document the use of its equipment
and the quantities of materials and supplies used
while providing mutual aid assistance under the
agreement.
(3) Except as otherwise agreed to by the parties,
the requesting party shall seek reimbursement un-
der any applicable federal and state disaster assis-
tance programs for the costs of responding to the
public safety incident. The requesting party and
each sending party shall receive, based on the
documented costs of providing mutual aid assis-
tance, its pro rata share of the disaster assistance
reimbursement provided to the requesting party.
(g) While providing mutual aid assistance under
the agreement, employees of a sending party shall:
(i) be afforded the same powers, duties, rights and
privileges as they are afforded in the sending par-
ty's geographical jurisdiction or location; and (ii)
receive the same salary, including overtime, that
they would be entitled to receive if they were
operating in their own governmental unit. In the
absence of an agreement to the contrary, the send-
ing party shall be responsible for all such salary
expenses, including overtime.
(h)(1) While in transit to, returning from and
providing mutual aid assistance under the agree-
ment, employees of a sending party shall have the
same rights of defense, immunity and indemnifica-
tion that they otherwise would have under the law
if they were acting within the scope of their em-
ployment under the direction of their employer. A
sending party shall provide to, and maintain for,
each of its employees who provide mutual aid
assistance under the agreement the same indemni-
fication, defense, right to immunity, employee ben-
efits, death benefits, workers' compensation or sim-
ilar protection and insurance coverage that would
be provided to those employees if they were per-
forming similar services in the sending party's ju-
risdiction.
(2) Each party to the agreement shall waive all
claims and causes of action against each other
party to the agreement that may arise out of their
activities while rendering or receiving mutual aid
assistance under the agreement, including travel
outside of its jurisdiction.
(3) Each requesting party shall defend, indemni-
fy and hold harmless each sending party from all
claims by third parties for property damage or
personal injury which may arise out of the activi-
ties of the sending party or its employees, including
travel, while providing mutual aid assistance under
the agreement.
(i) This section shall not affect, supersede or
invalidate any other statutory or contractual mutu-
al aid or assistance agreements involving parties to
the agreement including, but not limited to, those
established pursuant to section 4A or 8G. A party
may enter into supplementary mutual aid agree-
ments with other parties or jurisdictions.
Added by St.2010, c. 188, § 24, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 4K. Public works municipal mutual aid
agreement; procedure for joining
agreement; advisory committee; re-
quests to receive assistance; rights and
responsibilities of requesting and send-
ing parties
(a) As used in this section, the following words
shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
have the following meanings:
—
"Advisory committee", the statewide public
works municipal mutual aid advisory committee
established in subsection (d).
"Agreement", the statewide public works munici-
pal mutual aid agreement established in subsection
(b).
"Employee", a person employed full-time or
part-time by a governmental unit, a volunteer offi-
cially operating under a governmental unit, or a
person contractually providing services to a gov-
ernmental unit.
"Governmental unit", a city, town, county or
district, however constituted, or water or sewer
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commission established under the provisions of
chapter 40N or any other general or special law.
"Mutual aid assistance", cross-jurisdictional pro-
vision of services, materials or facilities from 1
party to another when existing resources are, or
may be, inadequate.
"Party", a governmental unit that has joined the
agreement.
"Public works incident", a foreseeable or unfore-
seeable event, emergency or natural or manmade
disaster that affects or threatens to affect the public
works operations of a governmental unit.
"Requesting party", a party that requests aid or
assistance from another party pursuant to the
agreement.
"Sending party", a party that renders aid or
assistance to another party under the agreement.
(b) There shall be a statewide public works mu-
nicipal mutual aid agreement to facilitate the provi-
sion of public works resources across jurisdictional
lines in the case of a public works incident that
requires mutual aid assistance from 1 or more
municipalities. The mutual aid assistance to be
provided under the agreement shall include, but
not be limited to, services related to public works,
personnel, equipment, supplies and facilities to pre-
pare for, prevent, mitigate, respond to and recover
from public works incidents.
(c)(1) If a city or town wishes to join the agree-
ment, the mayor in the case of a city, the city
manager in the case of a Plan D or Plan E city, or
the town manager, town administrator or chair of
the board of selectmen upon approval by a majority
vote of the board of selectmen, may act on behalf of
the city or town to join the agreement by notifying
the advison' committee in writing. The municipal-
ity shall be a party to the agreement 30 days after
receipt by the advisory committee of the written
notification.
If a city or town has joined the agreement but
wishes to opt out of the agreement, the mayor in
the case of a city, the city manager in the case of a
Plan D or Plan E city, or the town manager, town
administrator or chair of the board of selectmen
upon approval by a majority vote of the board of
selectmen in the case of a town, may act on behalf
of the city or town to opt out of the agreement by
notifying the advisory committee in writing. The
removal of the municipality from the agreement
shall take effect 1 days after receipt by the adviso-
ry committee of the written notification.
(2) If a governmental unit that is not a city or
town wishes to join the agreement, the chief execu-
tive officer of the governmental unit may act on its
behalf to join the agreement by notifying the advi-
sory committee in writing. The governmental unit
shall be a party to the agreement 30 days after
receipt by the advisory committee of the written
notification.
If a governmental unit that is not a city or town
has joined the agreement but wishes to opt out of
the agreement, the chief executive officer of the
governmental unit may act on its behalf to opt out
of the agreement by notifying the advisory commit-
tee in writing. The removal of the governmental
unit that is not a city or town from the agreement
shall take effect 10 days after receipt by the adviso-
ry committee of the written notification.
(3) If a governmental unit in a state contiguous
to the commonwealth wishes to join the agreement,
the governmental unit may join the agreement by
notifying the advisory committee in writing. The
governmental unit shall be a party to the agree-
ment 30 days after receipt by the advisory commit-
tee of the written notification.
If a governmental unit in a state contiguous to
the commonwealth has joined the agreement but
wishes to opt out of the agreement, the governmen-
tal unit may opt out of the agreement by notifying
the advisory committee in writing. The removal of
the governmental unit from the agreement shall
take effect 10 days after receipt by the advisory
committee of the written notification.
(d) There shall be a statewide public works mu-
nicipal mutual aid advisory committee to consist of
the secretary of public safety and security or his
designee, who shall serve as chair of the commit-
tee; and 1 member appointed by the secretary of
public safety and security from each of the follow-
ing: the Massachusetts Highway Association; the
New England Chapter of the American Public
Works Association, who shall be a resident of the
commonwealth; the New England Water Environ-
ment Association, who shall be a resident of the
commonwealth; the Massachusetts Tree Wardens'
and Foresters' Association; the Massachusetts Wa-
ter Works Association; and the Massachusetts Mu-
nicipal Association.
The advisory committee shall develop procedural
plans, protocols and programs for intrastate and
interstate cooperation to be used by public works
agencies in response to a public works incident.
The advisory committee shall be responsible for the
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administration and coordination of the statewide
mutual aid agreement. The advisory committee
shall develop and make available to parties forms
to facilitate requests for aid, including a form to
track the movement of public works equipment and
personnel.
(e) Each party shall identify not more than 3
points of contact to serve as the primary liaison for
all issues relating to the agreement.
(f)(1) A request by a party to receive mutual aid
assistance shall be made, either orally or in writ-
ing, by the chief executive officer of the requesting
party or by 1 of its designated points of contact and
shall be communicated to the chief executive offi-
cer or 1 its designated points of contact from the
sending party; provided, however, that if the re-
quest is communicated orally, the requesting party
shall reduce the request to writing and deliver it to
the sending party at the earliest possible date, but
not later than 72 hours after making the oral re-
quest. (2) A requesting party may request the
assistance of 1 or more parties to assist with or
manage a public works incident, including recov-
ery-related exercises, testing or training.
(2) An oral or written request for mutual aid
assistance under the agreement shall include the
following information:
(i) a description of the public works incident
response and recovery functions for which assis-
tance is needed;
(ii) the nature, type and amount of public works
services, personnel, equipment, materials, supplies
or other resources being requested;
(iii) the manner in which the resources shall be
used and deployed;
(iv) a reasonable estimate of the length of time
for which the resources shall be needed;
(v) the location to which the resources shall be
deployed; and
(vi) the requesting party's point of contact.
(3) A party that receives a request for mutual aid
assistance shall provide and make available, to the
extent reasonable and practicable under the cir-
cumstances, the resources requested by the re-
questing party; provided, however, that a sending
party may withhold requested resources to the ex-
tent necessary to provide reasonable protection and
coverage for its own jurisdiction.
(g) The requesting party shall be responsible for
the overall operation, assignment and deployment
of resources, equipment and personnel provided by
a sending party. The sending party shall retain
direct supervision, command and control of per-
sonnel, equipment and resources provided by the
sending party unless otherwise agreed to by the
requesting party and the sending party. During
the course of rendering mutual aid assistance un-
der the agreement, the sending party shall be re-
sponsible for the operation of its equipment and for
any damage thereto unless the sending party and
the requesting party agree otherwise.
(h)(1) All expenses incurred by the sending party
in rendering mutual aid assistance pursuant to the
agreement shall be paid by the sending party; pro-
vided, however, that a requesting party and a send-
ing party may enter into supplementary agree-
ments for reimbursement of costs associated with
providing mutual aid assistance incurred by a
sending party.
(2) A sending party shall document its costs of
providing mutual aid assistance under the agree-
ment, including direct and indirect payroll and
employee benefit costs, travel costs, repair costs
and the costs of materials and supplies. A sending
party shall also document the use of its equipment
and the quantities of materials and supplies used
while providing mutual aid assistance under the
agreement.
(3) Except as otherwise agreed to by the parties,
the requesting party shall seek reimbursement un-
der any applicable federal and state disaster assis-
tance programs for the costs of responding to the
public works incident. The requesting party and
each sending party shall receive, based on the
documented costs of providing mutual aid assis-
tance, its pro rata share of the disaster assistance
reimbursement provided to the requesting party.
(4) While providing mutual aid assistance under
the agreement, employees of a sending party shall:
(i) be afforded the same powers, duties, rights and
privileges as they are afforded in the sending par-
ty's geographical jurisdiction or location; (ii) be
considered similarly licensed, certified or permit-
ted in the requesting party's jurisdiction if the
employee holds a valid license, certificate or permit
issued by the employee's governmental unit; and
(iii) receive the same salary, including overtime,
that they would be entitled to receive if they were
operating in their own governmental unit. In the
absence of an agreement to the contrary, the send-
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ing party shall be responsible for all such salary
expenses, including overtime.
[ There is no subsection (i).]
(j)(l) While in transit to, returning from and
providing mutual aid assistance under the agree-
ment, employees of a sending party shall have the
same rights of defense, immunity and indemnifica-
tion that they otherwise would have under the law
if they were acting within the scope of their em-
ployment under the direction of their employer. A
sending party shall provide to, and maintain for,
each of its employees who provide mutual aid
assistance under the agreement the same indemni-
fication, defense, right to immunity, employee ben-
efits, death benefits, workers' compensation or sim-
ilar protection and insurance coverage that would
be provided to those employees if they were per-
forming similar services in the sending party's ju-
risdiction.
(2) Each party to the agreement shall waive all
claims and causes of action against all other parties
that may arise out of their activities while render-
ing or receiving mutual aid assistance under the
agreement, including travel outside of its jurisdic-
tion.
(3) Each requesting party shall defend, indemni-
fy and hold harmless each sending party from all
claims by third parties for property damage or
personal injury which may arise out of the activi-
ties of the sending party or its employees, including
travel, while providing mutual aid assistance under
the agreement.
(4) All equipment requested and deployed pursu-
ant to the statewide municipal mutual assistance
agreement shall be insured by the sending party.
(k) This section shall not affect, supersede or
invalidate any other statutory or contractual mutu-
al aid or assistance agreements involving parties to
the agreement including, but not limited to, those
established pursuant to section 4A. A party may
enter into supplementary mutual aid agreements
with other parties or jurisdictions.
Added by St.2010, c. 188, § 24, cff. July 27, 2010.
S 5. Appropriation of money for exercise of cor-
porate powers
A town may at any town meeting appropriate
money for the exercise of any of its corporate
powers; provided, however, that a town shall not
appropriate or expend money for any purpose, on
any terms, or under any conditions inconsistent
with any applicable provision of any general or
special law.
Amended by St.1932, c. 114, § 3; St.1933, c. 153, § 2;
St.1933, c. 245, § 2; St.1933, c. 318, § 3; St.1934, c.
154, § 1; St. 1935, c. 28; Sl.1935, c. 106; St.1935, c. 179;
St.1936, c. 132, § 1; St.1936, c. 163; St. 1936, c. 211,
§ 5; St.1936, c. 390; St.1937, c. 185; St.1938, c. 142,
§ 1; St.1938, c. 172, § 1; St. 1 939, c. 19; St.1941, c. 217,
§ 2; St.1941, c. 599, § 4; St.1943, c. 99; St.1945, c. 391,
§ 2; St.1946, c. 358, §§ 2 to 9; St.1946, c. 409, § 2;
St.1946, c. 526; St.1947, c. 144; St. 1947, c. 340, § 5;
St.1947, c. 468, § 2; St.1947, c. 525; St.1948, c. 89;
St.1948, c. 174; St.1948, c. 445, § 1; St.1948, c. 660,
§ 24; St.1949, c. 118, § 2; St.1949, c. 163; St. 1949, c.
761, § 11; St.1950, c. 27, § 2; St.1950, c. 101; St.1950,
c. 141; St.1950, c. 157; St.1950, c. 354, § 2; St.1950, c.
478; St.1950, c. 492, § 2; St.1951, c. 113; St.1951, c.
149; St.1951, c. 718; St.1952, c. 118; St.1952, e. 239;
St.1952, c. 247, § 1; St.1953, c. 149; St.1953, c. 209;
St.1953, c. 535, § 1; St.1953, c. 576, § 2; St.1953, c.
674, § 9; St.1954, c. 149; St.1954, c. 297, § 2; St.1954,
c. 627, § 16; St.1955, c. 85, § 1; St.1955, c. 271, § 1;
St.1955, c. 291; St.1955, c. 385; St.1955, c. 716, § 1;
St.1955, c. 760, § 2; St.1956, c. 152; St.1956, c. 211;
St.1956, c. 495, § 2; St.1956, c. 596, § 1; St.1957, c.
223, § 2; St.1957, c. 361; St.1957, c. 406, § 2; St.1958,
c. 118, §§ 1,2; St.1958, c. 124; St.1958, c. 176; St.1958,
c. 390; St.1959, c. 57; St.1959, c. 59, § 2; St.1959, c. 73,
§ 1; St.1959, c. 208; St.1959, c. 376; St.1960, c. 3;
St.1960, c. 91; St.1960, c. 236; St.1960, c. 626, § 3;
St.1961, c. 20; St.1961, c. 357; St.1961, c. 498, § 2;
St.1962, c. 580, § 2; St.1962, c. 672, § 1; St.1963, c. 60;
St.1963, c. 479, § 2; St.1963, c. 697, § 3; St.1964, c.
173; St.1964, c. 234; St.1964, c. 248; St.1964, c. 581,
§ 2; St.1964, c. 643, § 2; St.1965, c. 66; St.1965, c. 117;
St.1965, c. 179; St.1965, c. 201; St.1965, c. 327;
St.1966, c. 79; St. 1966, c. 108; St.1966, c. 184; St.1966,
c. 247; St.1967, c. 80; St.1967, c. 90; St.1967, c. 101;
St.1967, c. 132, § 1; St.1967, c. 160, § 1; St.1967, c.
638; St.1969, c. 256; St.1969, c. 330; St.1969, c. 391,
§ 2; St.1969, c. 506; St.1969, c. 722, § 1; St.1969, c.
849, §§ 25, 26, 27, 28; St.1970, c. 82; St.1970, c. 382,
§ 3; St.1971, c. 784, § 1; St. 1972, c. 220, § 1; St.1972,
c. 236; St.1972, c. 553; St. 1 973, c. 480; St.1973, c. 1155,
§ 6; St.1973, c. 1210, § 17; St.1974, c. 349, § 1;
St.1974, c. 547; St. 1975, c. 458; St.1975, c. 518, § 1;
St. 1975, c. 574; St.1975, c. 706, § 87; St.1976, c. 416,
§ 1; St.1976, c. 485; St.1977, c. 425; St.1977, c. 232,
§ 1; St.1978, c. 77; St. 1978, c. 512, § 8; St.1978, c. 514,
§ 16; St.1978, c. 581, § 1; St.1979, c. 211; St.1980, c.
20; St.1981, c. 302; St.1981, c. 351, § 120; St.1983, c.
56; St.1984, c. 43; St.1985, c. 231, § 19B; St.1986, c.
136; St.1986, c. 197; St.1987, c. 158; St.1989, c. 113;
St.1989, c. 687, § 12.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1692-3, c. 28, § 6.
St.1785, c. 75, § 7.
St.1786, c. 67, § 2.
St. 1793, c. 59, § 1.
St.1817, c. 144.
St. 1818, c. 121.
St. 1826, c. 143, § 4.
R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 12, 16.
R.S.1836, c. 23, § 9.
R.S.1836, c. 24, §§ 70, 78.
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R.S.1836, c. 25, §§ 8,9.
R.S.1836, c. 46, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 54, § 3.
St.1838, c. 38.
St.l851,c. 305, § 2.
St. 1854, c. 429.
St. 1 859, c. 25.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 10.
G.S.1860, c. 33, § 9.
St. 1864, c. 100.
St.1866, c. 222.
St. 1869, c. 132.
St. 1869, c. 206.
St. 1869, c. 381.
St. 1869, c. 457, § 1.
St. 1870, c. 118.
St. 1870, c. 169.
St. 1872, c. 84.
St. 1872, c. 217, § 4.
St. 1872, c. 324, § 2.
St.1873, c. 192.
St.1873, c. 306.
St. 1874, c. 112.
St.1880, c. 111. § 1.
St.l881,c. 88.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 10, 1 1, 12, 44, 50.
P.S.1882, c. 40, § 10.
P.S.1882, c. 84, § 20.
St.l882,c. 154, § 8.
St. 1 884, c. 42.
St.1885, c. 123, § 1.
St.1885, c. 189, §§ 1, 2.
St. 1886, c. 76.
St. 1889, c. 21.
St.1889, c. 380.
St. 1892, c. 166.
St.1893, c. 78.
St. 1894, c. 436, § 4.
St. 1896, c. 152.
St. 1896, c. 291.
St. 1896, c. 455.
St. 1896, c. 477.
St. 1897, c. 132.
St.1898, c. 45.
St.1898, c. 496, § 3.
St.1899, c. 171.
St. 1899, c. 330, §§ 2,4.
St.l901,c. 76.
St.1901, c. 287.
R.L.1902, c. 25, §§ 15, 16, 18, 51.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 23.
R.L.1902, c. 81, § 25.
St. 1902, c. 109.
St.1902, c. 286.
St. 1903, c. 116.
St. 1907, c. 186, § 1.
St.1907, c. 191, § 6.
St.1907, c. 311.
St.1908, c. 91.
St. 1908, c. 392, § 1.
St.1910, c. 90.
St.l911,c. 72.
St. 1913, c. 62,§ 1.
St.1914, c. 122.
St.1915, c. 143.
St.1915, c. 145, §§ 7, 13.
St.1915, c. 164.
St.1916, c. 23.
St.1916, c. 190, § 6.
St.1918, c. 291, § 2.
St.1919, c. 61, § 1.
St. 1919, c. 120.
St.1919, c. 350, § 117.
St.1920, c. 218.
St.1920, c. 292, § 1.
St.1920, c. 528.
G.L.1921,c. 40, § 5, cl.(30).
St.l921,c. 371, §§ 1,2.
St.l921,c. 486, § 6.
St.1923, c. 202.
St.1923, c. 401.
St. 1924, c. 248, § 1.
St. 1924, c. 404, § 8.
St.1924, c. 504, § 4.
St. 1925, c. 17, § 1.
St.1926, c. 116.
St. 1927, c. 16.
St.1928, c. 9.
St. 1928, c. 36.
St.1928, c. 350, § 1.
St.1929, c. 9.
St.1929, c. 108.
St.1929, c. 288, § 6.
St.1930, c. 46.
St.1930, c. 96.
St.1930, c. 277.
St.l931,c. 41, § 2.
St.l931,c. 63, § 2.
St. 193 l,c. 348.
St.l931,c. 426, § 154.
St.l931,c. 458, § 3.
§ 5A. Cities; reserve funds for extraordinary
expenditures; establishment
To provide for extraordinary or unforeseen ex-
penditures, a city may, prior to the date when the
tax rate for a fiscal year is fixed, include in the
appropriations for such fiscal year as a reserve
fund a sum not exceeding three per cent of the tax
levy for the fiscal year next preceding such fiscal
year. No direct drafts against this fund shall be
made, but transfers from the fund may from time
to time be voted by the city council upon recom-
mendation of the mayor, and the city auditor or
officer having similar duties shall make such trans-
fers as are so voted.
Added by St. 1936, c. 40. Amended by St. 1937, c. 34;
St.1949, c. 135; St.1969, c. 849, § 28A; St. 1971, c. 766,
§ 5.
§ 5B. Stabilization funds; establishment
For the purpose of creating 1 or more stabiliza-
tion funds, cities, towns and districts may appropri-
ate in any year an amount not exceeding, in the
aggregate, 10 per cent of the amount raised in the
preceding fiscal year by taxation of real estate and
tangible personal property or such larger amount
as may be approved by the director of accounts.
The aggregate amount in such funds at any time
shall not exceed 10 per cent of the equalized valua-
tion of the city or town as defined in section 1 of
chapter 44. Any interest shall be added to and
become part of the fund.
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The treasurer shall be the custodian of all such
funds and may deposit the proceeds in national
banks or invest the proceeds by deposit in savings
banks, co-operative banks or trust companies orga-
nized under the laws of the commonwealth, or
invest the same in such securities as are legal for
the investment of funds of savings banks under the
laws of the commonwealth or in federal savings
and loans associations situated in the common-
wealth.
At the time of creating any such fund the city,
town or district shall specify, and at any later time
may alter, the purpose of the fund, which may be
for any lawful purpose, including without limita-
tion an approved school project under chapter 70B
or any other purpose for which the city, town or
district may lawfully borrow money. Such specifi-
cation and any such alteration of purpose, and any
appropriation of funds into or out of any such fund,
shall be approved by two-thirds vote, except as
provided in paragraph (g) of section 21C of chapter
59 for a majority referendum vote. Subject to said
section 21C, in a town or district any such vote
shall be taken at an annual or special town meet-
ing, and in a city any such vote shall be taken by
city council.
Added by St. 1945, c. 124. Amended by St. 1957, c. 215;
St. 1957, c. 404, §§ 1, 2; St.1962, c. 463; St.1966, c. 62;
St. 1969, c. 849, § 29; St.1971, c. 766, § 6; St.1985, c.
94; St.1991, c. 138, § 333; St.1998, c. 463, § 42;
St.2003, c. 46, § 14, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2003, c. 140,
§ 19, eff. July 31,2003.
§ 5C. Districts; reserve funds for extraordinary
expenditures; establishment
To provide for extraordinary or unforeseen ex-
penditures, a district may at an annual or special
district meeting appropriate or transfer a sum or
sums not exceeding, in the aggregate, five per cent
of the receipts from taxes, rates and services of the
fiscal year preceding the fiscal year for which the
fund, to be known as the reserve fund, is estab-
lished. No direct drafts against this fund shall be
made, but transfers from the fund may from time
to time be voted by the prudential committee, if
any, otherwise the commissioners; and the district
treasurer shall make such transfers accordingly.
Added by St.1967, c. 44, § 3. Amended by St.1969, c.
849, § 29A; St.1971, c. 766, § 7; St.1986, c. 651, § 1.
§ 5D. Contributory retirement system funds;
recovery of pension costs
In order to offset the anticipated costs for fund-
ing the contributory retirement systems, cities,
towns, counties and districts may appropriate in
any year an amount not exceeding five per cent of
the amount raised in the preceding year by taxation
of real estate and tangible personal property. Such
amounts shall be credited to the Pension Reserve
Fund provided for in section twenty-two of chapter
thirty-two. The aggregate amount in such fund at
any time shall not exceed ten per cent of the
equalized valuation of the city or town as defined
in section one of chapter forty-four. Any interest
shall be added to and become part of such fund.
In any city, town or district which belongs to a city,
town or district retirement system, all amounts
appropriated pursuant to this section shall be
transferred to and credited to the Pension Reserve
Fund provided for in section twenty-two of chapter
thirty-two. In any city, town or district which
belongs to a county retirement system, all amounts
appropriated pursuant to this section shall be held
by the city, town or district treasurer pursuant to
subdivision (9) of section twenty-two of chapter
thirty-two.
All sums in such fund shall be appropriated and
used only for the purpose of offsetting the antici-
pated future cost of funding the contributory retire-
ment system of such city, town or district.
The treasurer of the city, town or district shall be
the custodian of such fund and may deposit the
proceeds in national banks or invest the proceeds
by deposit in savings banks, cooperative banks or
trust companies organized under the laws of the
commonwealth, or invest the same in such securi-
ties as are legal for the investment of funds of
savings banks under the laws of the commonwealth
or in federal savings and loan associations situated
in the commonwealth or may participate in the
PRIT Fund in accordance with clause (8) of section
twenty-two of chapter thirty-two.
Such fund may be appropriated for such pur-
poses in a town at an annual town meeting by a
majority vote, in a district at an annual district
meeting by a majority vote, and in a city by a
majority vote of the city council.
The commissioner of revenue shall establish
rules, regulations and procedures requiring coun-
ties, cities, towns, and districts to recover employee
pension costs from federal grant monies. Each
spending agency of said counties, cities, towns and
districts shall, at such time and in the manner as
said commissioner shall prescribe, authorize and
direct the treasurer to initiate such procedures as
said commissioner shall establish to transfer to the
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pension reserve fund for the system of which such
federally funded employee is a member, an amount
equal to the employer's normal cost of retirement
benefits, as determined by the actuary pursuant to
chapter thirty-two, which are incurred as a result
of said federal grant. Expenditures for the pay-
ment of salaries to be made from any federal grant
shall not be made until the full amount of such
pension costs are recovered in accordance with
such procedures as said commissioner shall estab-
lish. The commissioner of administration shall
develop a schedule phasing in the full assessment
of such normal costs, provided that full normal
costs shall be assessed against all federal grant
payrolls not later than October first, nineteen hun-
dred and eighty-eight. If any federal granting au-
thority refuses to allow the pension cost recovery
provided for in this paragraph, the amount of any
such recovery so refused, upon final adjudication
of said refusal, shall be transferred from the pen-
sion reserve fund back to the spending agency.
Added by St. 1977, c. 559. Amended by St. 1983, c. 661,
§ 24; St.1985, c. 741, § 2; St.1987, c. 697, § 1 15.
§ 5E. Unemployment compensation fund; de-
posit and investment; payments
To provide for the anticipated costs of funding
reimbursements to the commonwealth for unem-
ployment compensation benefits under the provi-
sions of chapter one hundred and fifty-one A, any
city, town or district may appropriate in any year
an amount not exceeding one-tenth of one per cent
of such city's or town's equalized valuation as
defined in section one of chapter forty-four, to
establish and maintain a special fund to be known
as the unemployment compensation fund; provid-
ed, however, that no such appropriation may be
made at any time when the aggregate amount in
such fund equals or exceeds one per cent of such
equalized valuation. Any interest shall be added to
and become a part of such special fund.
The treasurer of the city, town or district shall be
the custodian and administrator of such special
fund, and may deposit or invest the fund in such
manner as may be legal for other city, town or
district funds under the laws of the commonwealth
including, without limitation, the Massachusetts
Municipal Depository Trust.
The treasurer shall pay from such special fund,
including the income thereof, such amounts as the
selectmen or other officers authorized to expend
money determine to be necessary from time to time
to satisfy the liability of the city, town or district, or
any instrumentality thereof, in accordance with the
unemployment security law of the commonwealth.
Added by St. 1978, c. 412.
§ 5F. Ambulance services; recreational facili-
ties; service charges; credit card pay-
ments
For the following purposes, a city or town may
defray the cost, including maturing debt and inter-
est, of acquiring, establishing, maintaining, and
operating certain facilities and services by charges
established by the city or town upon persons mak-
ing use of such facilities or services: (1) purchas-
ing, hiring, maintaining, and operating ambu-
lances; and (2) establishing, maintaining, and
equipping public gymnasiums, swimming pools,
bathing beaches, golf courses, artificial ice-skating
rinks and other such means of recreation, instruc-
tion or exercise.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, a city or town may
accept credit cards for payment for golf greens fees
for the use of a golf course; provided, however,
that any person who pays by credit card shall not
be charged an amount greater than the amount
charged to other persons.
Added by St.1989, c. 687, § 13. Amended by St.1993, c.
142.
§ 5G. Municipal waterways improvement and
maintenance funds
A city or town may establish a municipal water-
ways improvement and maintenance fund to re-
ceive revenue under subsection (i) of section 2 of
chapter 60B and under section 10A of chapter 91
and sums received from the commonwealth or the
federal government, and may appropriate monies
in said fund for (1) maintenance, dredging, clean-
ing and improvement of harbors, inland waters and
great ponds of the commonwealth, (2) the public
access thereto, (3) the breakwaters, retaining walls,
piers, wharves and moorings thereof, and (4) law
enforcement and fire prevention.
Added by St.1989, c. 687, § 13. Amended by St.2004, c.
291, § 28, eff. Aug. 10,2004.
§ 5H. Centennial celebrations; funds
For the celebration of the year 2000 or the year
2001 or any centennial celebration, any city or
town may appropriate money annually during the
five years preceding such year. Such city or town
is hereby authorized to establish in its treasury a
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special fund in which shall be deposited such sums
as may be appropriated by it under the provisions
of this section, and any and all sums received by
way of income from the sale of commemorative
items or from admission charges for commemora-
tive ceremonies or events. All such sums received
by the treasurer shall be kept separate from other
moneys, funds or property of such city or town,
and the principal and interest thereof may, from
time to time upon the authorization of the mayor
or city manager, as the case may be, the board of
selectmen, or the majority of any special committee
established to plan such celebration, be expended
for the purposes of such celebration in the year of
such celebration and in the year preceding or suc-
ceeding same. There shall be an accounting to the
treasurer for the expenditure of all funds. Any
surplus remaining in said special fund after such
celebration is concluded shall be transferred by the
treasurer into the treasury of such city or town.
Added by St. 1998, c. 463, § 43.
§ 6. Towns; reserve funds for extraordinary ex-
penditures; establishment
To provide for extraordinary or unforeseen ex-
penditures, a town may at an annual or special
town meeting appropriate or transfer a sum or
sums not exceeding in the aggregate five per cent
of the levy of the fiscal year preceding the fiscal
year for which the fund, to be known as the reserve
fund, is established. No direct drafts against this
fund shall be made, but transfers from the fund
may from time to time be voted by the finance or
appropriation committee of the town, in towns
having such a committee, and in other towns by
the selectmen; and the town accountant in towns
having such an official, and in other towns the
auditor or board of auditors, shall make such trans-
fers accordingly.
Amended by St. 1969, c. 849, § 29B; St. 1971, c. 766, § 7;
St. 1986, c. 651, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l912,c. 347.
Si. 1913, c. 645.
§ 6A. Advertising
A city or town which accepts the provisions of
this section may appropriate annually a sum for the
purpose of advertising its resources, advantages
and attractions. The money so appropriated shall
be expended under the direction of the mayor and
city council of the city or the board of selectmen of
the town. Two or more municipalities having re-
sources, advantages or attractions in common may
join in advertising the same hereunder.
Amended by St. 1969, c. 849, § 30; St. 1986, c. 547.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 223.
§ 6B. Uniforms and other outer clothing for
members of police and fire depart-
ments and shellfish constabulary;
clothing allowance
A city or town which accepts or has accepted this
section may appropriate money for the purchase of
uniforms for members of its police and fire depart-
ments and its shellfish constabulary, which may
include the purchase of rubber boots, shoes, and
other outer clothing necessary for the use of mem-
bers of the police and fire departments and shell-
fish constabulary when traveling to or from or
during the course of their employment.
A city or town which appropriates money for
uniforms for the uniformed members of its police
force may appropriate money to be paid as a cloth-
ing allowance to an officer serving as a detective or
required to work without a uniform; provided, that
the sum so paid as a clothing allowance to a
member, serving as a detective or required to work
without a uniform, shall not in any event exceed
any maximum amount established by a city or
town as the amount that may be expended by the
city or town during a given year, for uniform
clothing, for a uniformed member of said force
under the provisions of this section.
Amended by St. 1957, c. 213; St. 1962, c. 484; St.1965, c.
150; St.1973, c. 124.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 351.
§ 6C. Removal of ice and snow from private
ways; conditions
A city or town which accepts this section in the
manner provided in section six D may appropriate
money for the removal of snow and ice from such
private ways within its limits and open to the
public use as may be designated by the city council
or selectmen; provided, that, for the purposes of
section twenty-five of chapter eighty-four, the re-
moval of snow or ice from such a way shall not
constitute a repair of a way.
Added by St. 1943, c. 225.
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YES.
NO.
§ 6D. Removal of ice and snow from private
ways; submission to electorate; ballot
Section six C shall be submitted for acceptance
to the registered voters of a city at a regular city
election if the city council thereof so votes, and of a
town at an annual town election upon petition of
two hundred registered voters or of twenty per cent
of the total number of registered voters, substan-
tially in the form of the following question, which
shall be placed on the official ballot used for the
election of officers at such city or town election:
Shall the city (or town) vote to
accept the provisions of sec-
tion six C of chapter forty of the
General Laws, which autho-
rize cities and towns to appropri-
ate money for the removal of
snow and ice from private ways
therein open to public use?
If a majority of the votes in answer to said
question is in the affirmative, then said section
shall thereupon take full effect in such city or town,
but not otherwise.
Added by St. 1943, c. 225.
§§ 6E to 61. Repealed, 1977, 693, Sec. 1
Historical and Statutory Notes
See, now, c. 40, § 6N.
§ 6J. Stormy weather work clothes; purchase
A city or town which accepts this section may
appropriate money for the purchase of stormy
weather work clothes, including rubber boots, and
other work clothes for its employees.
Added by St. 1963, c. 190. Amended by St. 1964, c. 90.
§ 6K. Uniforms of public health nurses; pur-
chase
A city or town which accepts this section may
appropriate money for the purchase of uniforms
for public health nurses employed by its board of
health.
Added by St. 1 964, c. 89.
§ 6L. Stormy weather work clothes; lease or
rental
A city or town which accepts this section may
appropriate money for the lease or rental of stormy
weather work clothes, including rubber boots, and
other work clothes for its employees, which lease
or rental agreement may provide for periodical
laundering and repairs.
Added by St. 1 969, c. 806.
§ 6M. Repealed, 1977, 693, Sec. 1
Historical and Statutory Notes
See, now, c. 40, § 6N.
§ 6N. Private ways; temporary repairs, ordi-
nances or by-laws
Cities and towns may by ordinance or by-law
provide for making temporary repairs on private
ways. Such ordinance or by-law shall determine
(a) the type and extent of repairs; (b) if drainage
shall be included; (c) if the repairs are required by
public necessity; (d) the number of percentage of
abutters who must petition for such repairs; (e) if
betterment charges shall be assessed; (/) the liabili-
ty limit of the city or town on account of damages
caused by such repairs; (g) if the ways shall have
been opened to public use for a term of years; and
(h) if a cash deposit shall be required for said
repairs.
Added by St.1975, c. 551. Amended by St.1977, c. 693,
§ 2.
§ 60. Group life insurance premiums; perma-
nent employees
A city or town may pay part of the premiums for
group life insurance for permanent employees un-
der the provisions of section one hundred and
thirty-three to one hundred and thirty-eight A, in-
clusive, of chapter one hundred and seventy-five.
The amount of such insurance for any employees
whose yearly gross compensation is less than two
thousand dollars shall not exceed one thousand
dollars, and for any employee whose yearly gross
compensation is two thousand dollars or more,
such amount shall not exceed two thousand dol-
lars. Any increase in the amount of insurance
made possible by an increase in compensation shall
take effect on the next succeeding policy anniversa-
ry, but no reduction in the amount of insurance
shall be required on account of a reduction in
compensation. Yearly gross compensation shall
not include any overtime pay, and, in the case of
hourly workers, shall be computed on the basis of
scheduled required work hours. Fifty percent of
the amount of any premium thereon shall be paid
by the town. Any dividends or other refunds or
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rate credits shall inure to the benefit of the town
and shall be applied to the cost of such insurance.
Added by St. 1989, c. 687, § 14.
§ 7. Removal of ice and snow from sidewalks in
towns
Any town which accepts this section or has ac-
cepted corresponding provisions of earlier laws
may appropriate money for the removal of snow
and ice from its sidewalks, in accordance with the
provisions of section six of chapter eighty-five.
This section shall not apply to cities.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Si. 1902, c. 205, § 1.
St. 1917, c. 344, Pt. V, § 7, Pt. VIII, § 1.
§ 7A. Prevention of automobile accidents
Cities and towns may appropriate money for the
purpose of conducting and maintaining a specific
program of safety activities designed to prevent
automobile accidents; and such appropriations
shall be expended under the direction of the mayor
in a city or the selectmen in a town.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1930, c. 365.
§ 8. Enforcement of laws relating to civil ser-
vice
A city, or a town which accepts chapter thirty-
one or has accepted corresponding provisions of
earlier laws, may appropriate money for the en-
forcement therein of the laws relating to its civil
service.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1887. c. 345.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 24.
St.l902,c. 544, § 3.
S 8A. Development and industrial commission;
establishment; duties; membership;
tenure; removals; vacancies
A city or town which accepts this section may
establish a development and industrial commission
for the promotion and development of the industri-
al resources of said city or town. Such commis-
sion shall conduct researches into industrial condi-
tions, investigate and assist in the establishment of
educational or commercial projects, including pro-
jects involving private enterprise, for the purpose
of expanding or strengthening the local economy,
and shall seek to co-ordinate the activities of unoffi-
cial bodies organized for said purposes, and may
advertise, prepare, print and distribute books,
maps, charts and pamphlets which in its judgment
will further the purposes for which it is established.
The commission may appoint such clerks and other
employees as it may require.
Such commission shall consist of not less than
five nor more than fifteen members. The members
in cities shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to
the provisions of the city charter, except in cities
operating under a Plan D or Plan E form of city
charter, said appointments shall be by the city
manager, subject to the provisions of the city char-
ter; and in towns they shall be appointed by the
selectmen, excepting towns having a manager form
of government, in which towns such appointments
shall be made by the town manager. When a
commission is first established, the terms of the
members shall be for such length, not exceeding
five years, and so arranged that the terms of ap-
proximately one fifth of the members will expire
each year, and their successors shall be appointed
for terms of five years each. Any member of a
board so appointed in a city may be removed for
cause after a public hearing, if requested, by the
mayor with the approval of the city council. A
vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of
term shall be filled for the unexpired term in a city
in the same manner as an original appointment,
and in a town as provided in section eleven of
chapter forty-one.
Added by St. 1954, c. 297, § 1. Amended by St. 1955, e.
102, § 1; St.1961, c. 291.
§ 8B. Council on aging; establishment; annual
reports; recommendations by depart-
ment; clerks and employees
A city by ordinance or a town by by-law may
establish a council on aging for the purpose of
coordinating or carrying out programs designed to
meet the problems of the aging in coordination
with programs of the department of elder affairs.
The council shall submit an annual report to the
city or town and shall send a copy thereof to the
department of elder affairs. Said department shall
from time to time review and evaluate such reports
and make recommendations as to any required or
needed changes in said local programs. The coun-
cil may appoint such clerks and other employees as
it may require. The names, addresses, telephone
numbers, or other identifying information about
elderly persons in the possession of the council
shall not be public records, but the use of these
records shall comply with sections 14 to 24, inclu-
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sive, of chapter 19A as a condition of receiving a
government contract, program grant or other bene-
fit, or as otherwise required by law.
Added by St. 1956, c. 495, § 1. Amended by St. 1957, c.
406, § 1; St.1964, c. 430, § 3; St.1966, c. 242; St.1973,
c. 1168, § 17; St.2002, c. 41; St.2010, c. 454, § 29, eff.
Jan. 14,2011.
§ 8C. Conservation commission; establish-
ment; powers and duties
A city or town which accepts this section may
establish a conservation commission, hereinafter
called the commission, for the promotion and de-
velopment of the natural resources and for the
protection of watershed resources of said city or
town. Such commission shall conduct researches
into its local land areas and shall seek to co-
ordinate the activities of unofficial bodies orga-
nized for similar purposes, and may advertise, pre-
pare, print and distribute books, maps, charts,
plans and pamphlets which in its judgment it
deems necessary for its work. Among such plans
may be a conservation and passive outdoor recre-
ation plan which shall be, as far as possible, consis-
tent with the town master plan and with any re-
gional plans relating to the area. The commission
may, from time to time, amend such plan. Such
plan shall show open areas including marsh land,
swamps and other wetlands, and shall show which
areas are subject to restrictions or wetland zoning
provisions and any other matters which may be
shown on a plat index under section thirty-three of
chapter one hundred and eighty-four. Acquisitions
of interests in land under this section and other
municipal open lands shall be shown thereon as
well as lands owned by other entities kept open
through any legal requirement. Such plan shall
show other areas which public necessity requires to
be retained for conservation and passive recreation
use. It shall keep accurate records of its meetings
and actions and shall file an annual report which
shall be printed in the case of towns in the annual
town report. The commission may appoint a di-
rector, clerks, consultants and other employees,
and may contract for materials and services within
available funds insofar as the same are not sup-
plied by other departments. The commission shall
consist of not less than three nor more than seven
members. In cities the members shall be appoint-
ed by the mayor, subject to the provisions of the
city charter, except that in cities having or operat-
ing under a Plan D or Plan E form of city charter,
said appointments shall be by the city manager,
subject to the provisions of the charter; and in
towns they shall be appointed by the selectmen,
excepting towns having a manager form of govern-
ment, in which towns appointments shall be made
by the town manager, subject to the approval of the
selectmen. When a commission is first established,
the terms of the members shall be for one, two or
three years, and so arranged that the terms of
approximately one third of the members will expire
each year, and their successors shall be appointed
for terms of three years each. Any member of a
commission so appointed may, after a public hear-
ing, if requested, be removed for cause by the
appointing authority. A vacancy occurring other-
wise than by expiration of a term shall in a city or
town be filled for the unexpired term in the same
manner as an original appointment. Said commis-
sion may receive gifts, bequests or devises of per-
sonal property or interests in real property of the
kinds mentioned below in the name of the city or
town, subject to the approval of the city council in
a city or of the selectmen in a town. It may
purchase interests in such land with sums available
to it. If insufficient funds are available or other
reasons so require, a city council or a town meet-
ing may raise or transfer funds so that the commis-
sion may acquire in the name of the city or town by
option, purchase, lease or otherwise the fee in such
land or water rights, conservation restrictions,
easements or other contractual rights including
conveyances on conditions or with limitations or
reversions, as may be necessary to acquire, main-
tain, improve, protect, limit the future use of or
otherwise conserve and properly utilize open
spaces in land and water areas within its city or
town, and it shall manage and control the same.
For the purposes of this section a city or town may,
upon the written request of the commission, take
by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine, the
fee or any lesser interest in any land or waters
located in such city or town, provided such taking
has first been approved by a two-thirds vote of the
city council or a two-thirds vote of an annual or
special town meeting, which land and waters shall
thereupon be under the jurisdiction and control of
the commission. Upon a like vote, a city or town
may expend monies in the fund, if any, established
under the provisions of this section for the purpose
of paying, in whole or in part, any damages for
which such city or town may be liable by reason of
any such taking. The commission may adopt rules
and regulations governing the use of land and
waters under its control, and prescribe penalties,
not exceeding a fine of one hundred dollars, for
any violation thereof. No action taken under this
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section shall affect the powers and duties of the
state reclamation board or any mosquito control or
other project operating under or authorized by
chapter two hundred and fifty-two, or restrict any
established public access. Lands used for farming
or agriculture, as defined in section one A of chap-
ter one hundred and twenty-eight, shall not be
taken by eminent domain under the authority of
this section.
A city or town may appropriate money in any
year to a conservation fund of which the treasurer
shall be the custodian. Prior to the adoption of
any rule or regulation which seeks to further regu-
late matters established by section forty of chapter
one hundred and thirty-one or regulations author-
ized thereunder relative to agricultural or aquacul-
tural practice, the commission shall, no later than
seven days prior to the commission's public hear-
ing on the adoption of said rules and regulations,
give notice of the said proposed rules and regula-
tions to the farmland advisory board established
pursuant to section forty of chapter one hundred
and thirty-one. He may deposit or invest the pro-
ceeds of said fund in savings banks, trust compa-
nies incorporated under the laws of the common-
wealth, banking companies incorporated under the
laws of the commonwealth which are members of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or na-
tional banks, or invest it in paid up shares and
accounts of and in co-operative banks or in shares
of savings and loan associations or in shares of
federal savings and loan associations doing busi-
ness in the commonwealth, and any income there-
from shall be credited to the fund. Money in said
fund may be expended by said commission for any
purpose authorized by this section; provided, how-
ever, that no expenditure for a taking by eminent
domain shall be made unless such expenditure has
been approved in accordance with this section.
Added by St. 1957, c. 223, § 1. Amended by St. 1961, c.
258; St.1965, c. 768, § 2; St.1967, c. 885; Sl.1971, c.
893, §§ 1 to 3; St.1975, c. 18; St.1989, c. 687, §§ 15, 16;
St.1996, c. 258, § 15.
§ 8D. Historical commission; establishment;
powers and duties
A city or town which accepts this section may
establish an historical commission, hereinafter
called the commission, for the preservation, protec-
tion and development of the historical or archeo-
logical assets of such city or town. Such commis-
sion shall conduct researches for places of historic
or archeological value, shall cooperate with the
state archeologist in conducting such researches or
other surveys, and shall seek to coordinate the
activities of unofficial bodies organized for similar
purposes, and may advertise, prepare, print and
distribute books, maps, charts, plans and pam-
phlets which it deems necessary for its work. For
the purpose of protecting and preserving such
places, it may make such recommendations as it
deems necessary to the city council or the select-
men and, subject to the approval of the city council
or the selectmen, to the Massachusetts historical
commission, that any such place be certified as an
historical or archeological landmark. It shall re-
port to the state archeologist the existence of any
archeological, paleontological or historical site or
object discovered in accordance with section twen-
ty-seven C of chapter nine, and shall apply for
permits necessary pursuant to said section twenty-
seven C. Any information received by a local his-
torical commission with respect to the location of
sites and specimens, as defined in section twenty-
six B of chapter nine, shall not be a public record.
The commission may hold hearings, may enter into
contracts with individuals, organizations and insti-
tutions for services furthering the objectives of the
commission's program; may enter into contracts
with local or regional associations for cooperative
endeavors furthering the commission's program;
may accept gifts, contributions and bequests of
funds from individuals, foundations and from fed-
eral, state or other governmental bodies for the
purpose of furthering the commission's program;
may make and sign any agreements and may do
and perform any and all acts which may be neces-
sary or desirable to carry out the purposes of this
section. It shall keep accurate records of its meet-
ings and actions and shall file an annual report
which shall be printed in the case of towns in the
annual town report. The commission may appoint
such clerks and other employees as it may from
time to time require. The commission shall consist
of not less than three nor more than seven mem-
bers. In cities the members shall be appointed by
the mayor, subject to the provisions of the city
charter, except that in cities having a city manager
form of government, said appointments shall be by
the city manager, subject to the provisions of the
charter; and in towns they shall be appointed by
the selectmen, excepting towns having a town man-
ager form of government, in which towns appoint-
ments shall be made by the town manager, subject
to the approval of the selectmen. When a commis-
sion is first established, the terms of the members
shall be for one, two or three years, and so ar-
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ranged that the terms of approximately one third of
the members will expire each year, and their suc-
cessors shall be appointed for terms of three years
each. Any member of a commission so appointed
may, after a public hearing if requested, be re-
moved for cause by the appointing authority. A
vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of
a term shall in a city or town be filled for the
unexpired term in the same manner as an original
appointment. Said commission may acquire in the
name of the city or town by gift, purchase, grant,
bequest, devise, lease or otherwise the fee or lesser
interest in real or personal property of significant
historical value and may manage the same.
Added by St.1963, c. 697, § 4. Amended by St.1971, c.
517, § 3; St.1973, c. 1155, § 7; St. 1976, c. 14; St.1992,
c. 136; St.1993, c. 336.
§ 8E. Youth commission; establishment; pow-
ers and duties
A city or town which accepts this section may
establish a youth commission, hereinafter called
the commission, for the purpose of carrying out
programs which may be designed or established to
meet the opportunities, challenges and problems of
youth of said city or town and in conjunction with
any similar or related programs of any agency of
the commonwealth or any agency of the federal
government. It shall keep accurate records of its
meetings and actions and shall file an annual re-
port which shall be printed in the case of towns in
the annual town report. The commission may
appoint such clerks and other employees as it may
from time to time require. The commission shall
consist of not less than three nor more than twenty-
one members. In cities the members shall be
appointed by the mayor, subject to the provisions
of the city charter, except that in cities having or
operating under a plan D or plan E form of city
charter, said appointments shall be by the city
manager, subject to the provisions of the charter;
and in towns they shall be appointed by the select-
men, excepting towns having a manager form of
government, in which towns appointments shall be
made by the town manager, subject to the approval
of the selectmen. When a commission is first
established, the terms of the members shall be for
one, two or three years and so arranged that the
terms of approximately one third of the members
will expire each year, and their successors shall be
appointed for a term of three years each. Any
member of a commission so appointed may, after a
public hearing, if requested, be removed for cause
by the appointing authority. A vacancy occurring
otherwise than by expiration of a term shall in a
city or town be filled for the unexpired term in the
same manner as an original appointment. Said
commission may receive gifts of property, both real
and personal, in the name of the city or town,
subject to the approval of the city council in a city
or the selectmen in a town, such gifts to be man-
aged and controlled by the commission for the
purposes of this section.
Added by St. 1969, c. 391, § 1. Amended by St. 1976, c.
26; St.1996, c. 473, § 1.
§ 8F. Consumer advisory commission; estab-
lishment; annual report; clerks and
employees
A city by ordinance or a town by by-law may
establish a consumer advisory commission for the
purposes of conducting investigations and research
into matters affecting consumer interests and edu-
cation and of advising and reporting the results of
such investigations and research to the general
public as well as to local governmental authorities
and law enforcement agencies. The commission
shall submit an annual report to the city or town
and shall send a copy thereof to the consumers'
council of the commonwealth. The commission
may appoint such clerks and other employees as it
may require.
Added by St. 1970, c. 153.
§ 8G. Mutual police aid programs; agreements
A city or town which accepts this section may
enter into an agreement with another city or town,
or other cities and towns including cities and
towns in states contiguous to the commonwealth,
to provide mutual aid programs for police depart-
ments to increase the capability of such depart-
ments to protect the lives, safety, and property of
the people in the area designated in the agreement.
Said agreement may include the furnishing of per-
sonal services, supplies, materials, contractual ser-
vices, and equipment when the resources normally
available to any municipality in the agreement are
not sufficient to cope with a situation which re-
quires police action. When providing such mutual
aid, police officers shall have all the immunities
and powers granted to them in the municipalities
that employ them, including, but not limited to,
powers of arrest.
While in transit to, returning from, and during a
mutual aid response for another city or town, a
participating police officer shall maintain the right
of indemnification granted by law, or by his home
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city or town, or both, for all claims arising out of
any action within the scope of his employment in
accordance with a valid mutual aid agreement. A
mutual aid agreement may provide for methods of
activation or requesting and responding to mutual
aid requests. The agreement may also address
issues such as pay and benefits for officers, insur-
ance, indemnification, injury compensation and
other operational matters related to police services
provided for a mutual aid response. Nothing in
this paragraph shall be construed to expand or
otherwise modify existing police powers as provid-
ed by law or any existing mutual aid agreement or
both.
Added by St. 1972, c. 220, § 2. Amended by St.2003, c.
124, §§ 1, 2, eff. Feb. 24, 2004; St.2004, c. 81, eff. July
22, 2004.
§ 8H. Recycling programs
A city, town, or district may establish, by approv-
al of the local legislative body, a recycling program
for the purpose of recycling any type of solid waste
including but not limited to paper, glass, metal,
rubber, plastics, used tires and compostable waste.
The program may be established for groups of
cities, towns, or districts upon agreement of all
municipalities or districts in a joint program.
Any recycling program established pursuant to
this section may require that all residents, schools
and businesses in a city or town separate from
their solid waste those recyclables designated by
the local legislative body. In cities and towns in
which solid waste is collected at the curbside, the
recycling program may include curbside collection
of such recyclables. In cities and towns in which
residents, schools or businesses may take their sol-
id waste to a municipal landfill or transfer station,
the recycling program shall include provision for
the separation and storage at such landfill or trans-
fer station of the solid waste being disposed by
such resident, schools or businesses, and may in-
clude collection of recyclables at the curbside.
For purposes of this section, local legislative
body shall mean the body of municipal government
which is empowered to enact ordinances or by-
laws and adopt an annual budget and other spend-
ing authorizations, whether styled as a city council,
board of aldermen, town council, town meeting or
by any other title. The department of environmen-
tal protection shall cooperate with local legislative
bodies in the development of recycling programs,
and no such program shall be established unless
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the municipality or district has first consulted with
said department.
A city or town may appropriate money in any
year to a recycling fund of which the treasurer
shall be the custodian. He may deposit or invest
the proceeds of said fund in savings banks, trust
companies incorporated under the laws of the com-
monwealth, banking companies incorporated un-
der the laws of the commonwealth which are mem-
bers of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation,
or national banks, or invest it in paid up shares and
accounts of and in co-operative banks or in shares
of savings and loan associations or in shares of
federal savings and loan associations doing busi-
ness in the commonwealth, and any income there-
from shall be credited to the fund Money in said
fund may be expended by said commission for any
purpose authorized by this section, other than a
taking by eminent domain.
Added by St. 1976, c. 416, § 2. Amended by St. 1987, c.
584, § 5; St.1989, c. 687, § 17; St. 1990, e. 177, § 96.
§ 8/. Energy resources commission; powers
and duties
A city or town which accepts this section may
establish an energy resources commission, herein-
after called the commission, for the promotion and
development of the energy resources of said city or
town. Such commission shall: (1) develop and
administer programs relating to energy conserva-
tion, nonrenewable energy supply and resource
development, recycling, energy information, emer-
gency heating assistance, and energy emergencies;
(2) advise, assist, and cooperate with state, region-
al, and federal agencies in developing appropriate
programs and policies relating to energy planning
and regulation in the commonwealth including as-
sistance and advice in the preparation of loan or
grant applications with respect to energy programs
for local agencies; (3) develop local energy data
and information management capabilities to aid
energy planning and decision-making; (4) promote
the development of sound local energy education
programs; (5) with the approval of the city or
town, apply for, receive, expend, represent and act
on behalf of the city or town in connection with
federal grants, grant programs or reimbursements,
or private grants, keep accounts, records, personal
data, enter into contracts, and adjust claims; (6)
accept gifts, grants, bequests, and devises, whether
real or personal, from any source, whether public
or private, for the purpose of assisting the commis-
sion in the discharge of its duties; (7) subject to
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appropriation, acquire real or personal property;
(8) promulgate rules and regulations necessary to
carry out their statutory responsibilities; (9) seek to
coordinate the activities of governmental or unoffi-
cial bodies organized for similar purposes, and
may advertise, prepare, print and distribute books,
maps, charts, plans and pamphlets which in its
judgment it deems necessary for its work and it
shall keep an index of all energy resources within
such city or town with the objective of obtaining
information pertinent to proper utilization of such
resources; (10) it shall keep accurate records of its
meetings and actions and shall file an annual re-
port which shall be printed in the case of towns in
the annual town report. The commission may,
subject to appropriation, appoint such clerks and
other employees as it may from time to time re-
quire. The commission shall consist of not less
than three nor more than seven members. In
cities the members shall be appointed by the may-
or, subject to the provisions of the city charter,
except that in cities having or operating under a
Plan D or Plan E form of city charter, said appoint-
ments shall be by the city manager, subject to the
provisions of the charter; and in towns the mem-
bers shall be appointed by the selectmen, except
that in towns having a manager form of govern-
ment appointments shall be made by the town
manager, subject to the approval of the selectmen.
In any city or town which has not accepted the
provisions of section eight H, the energy resources
commission may assume the powers and duties of
a recycling commission.
When a commission is established, the initial
terms of the members shall be for one, two or three
years, and so arranged that the terms of approxi-
mately one-third of the members will expire each
year, and their successors shall be appointed for
terms of three years each.
Any member of a commission so appointed may,
after a public hearing, if requested, be removed for
cause by the appointing authority. A vacancy oc-
curring otherwise than by expiration of a term
shall, in a city, be filled for the unexpired term in
the same manner as an original appointment, and,
in a town, in the manner provided in section eleven
of chapter forty-one.
Added by St. 1 980, c. 384.
§ 8J. Disability commission; powers and
duties; members; terms
A city which accepts the provisions of this sec-
tion by vote of its city council, subject to the
provisions of its charter, or a town which accepts
the provisions of this section at an annual or spe-
cial town meeting, may establish a commission on
disability, hereinafter called the commission, to
cause the full integration and participation of peo-
ple with disabilities in such city or town. Such
commission shall (1) research local problems of
people with disabilities; (2) advise and assist mu-
nicipal officials and employees in ensuring compli-
ance with state and federal laws and regulations
that affect people with disabilities; (3) coordinate
or carry out programs designed to meet the prob-
lems of people with disabilities in coordination
with programs of the Massachusetts office on dis-
ability; (4) review and make recommendations
about policies, procedures, services, activities and
facilities of departments, boards and agencies of
said city or town as they affect people with disabili-
ties; (5) provide information, referrals, guidance
and technical assistance to individuals, public
agencies, businesses and organizations in all mat-
ters pertaining to disability; (6) coordinate activi-
ties of other local groups organized for similar
purposes.
Said commission shall keep records of its meet-
ings and actions and shall file an annual report
which shall be printed in the city or town annual
report and shall have at least ten meetings annual-
ly-
Said commission shall consist of not less than
five nor more than nine members. In cities, the
members shall be appointed by the mayor, subject
to the provisions of the city charter except that in
cities having a Plan D or Plan E form of govern-
ment said appointments shall be by the city manag-
er, subject to the provisions of the charter, and in
towns they shall be appointed by the selectmen,
except towns having a town manager form of gov-
ernment, in which towns appointments shall be
made by the town manager, subject to the approval
of the selectmen and except towns having a town
council form of government, the town manager. A
majority of said commission members shall consist
of people with disabilities, one member shall be a
member of the immediate family of a person with a
disability and one member of said commission
shall be either an elected or appointed official of
that city or town. The terms of the first members
of said commission shall be for one, two or three
years, and so arranged that the term of one-third of
the members expires each year, and their successor
shall be appointed for terms of three years each.
Any member of said commission may, after a pub-
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lie hearing, if so requested, be removed for cause
by the appointing authority. A vacancy occurring
otherwise than by expiration of a term shall be
filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as
an original appointment. The chairperson and
other officers shall be chosen by a majority vote of
said commission members.
Said commission may receive gifts of property,
both real and personal, in the name of the city or
town, subject to the approval of the city council in
a city or the board of selectmen in a town, such
gifts to be managed and controlled by said commis-
sion for the purposes of this section.
Added by St. 1983, c. 75. Amended by St. 1990, c. 260,
§ 10; St.1991, c. 390; Sl.1993, c. 214, § 1.
§ 8K. Mapping commissions; powers and
duties; members
A city by ordinance or a town by by-law may
establish a mapping commission for the purpose of
developing or coordinating the development of
comprehensive maps of the municipality, includ-
ing, but not limited to, parcel boundaries, location
of utility lines, pipelines, and other structures, land
use or items of geographic or geological interest.
A mapping commission shall: (1) develop and
administer programs relating to such mapping of
the community; (2) advise, assist and cooperate
with state, regional and federal agencies in devel-
oping appropriate programs and policies relating
to such mapping; (3) with the approval of the city
or town, apply for, receive, expend, represent and
act on behalf of the city or town in connection with
federal grants, grant programs or reimbursements
or private grants; (4) accept gifts, grants, bequests
and devises from any source, whether public or
private, for the purpose of assisting the authority in
the discharge of its duties; (5) seek to coordinate
the activities of governmental and private bodies
organized for similar purposes. Said commission
shall seek to coordinate all mapping efforts in a
city or town in order that duplicative efforts be
minimized. A mapping commission may offer for
sale any products of its efforts, including maps,
reports or other materials.
The commission shall consist of not less than
three nor more than seven members. In cities the
members shall be appointed by the mayor, subject
to the provisions of the city charter, except that in
cities having or operating under a Plan D or Plan E
form of city charter, said appointments shall be by
the city manager, subject to the provisions of the
charter; and in towns the members shall be ap-
pointed by the board of selectmen, except that in
towns having a manager form of government ap-
pointments shall be made by the town manager,
subject to the approval of the board of selectmen.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 32.
§ 9. Lease of building space for veterans' organ-
izations; limitations; erection of armor-
ies; celebration of holidays
A city or town may, for the purpose of providing
suitable headquarters for such post or posts of any
veterans' organization incorporated or chartered
by the congress of the United States, as have been
in operation for at least three years, or for the
purpose of providing suitable headquarters for a
camp of the United Spanish War Veterans, or for a
post of the Polish-American Veterans, Inc., of the
Lithuanian War Veterans Organization, Inc., of the
Unity War Veterans Association, Inc., Post No. 1, of
the 3.54 American Veterans of World War II, AM-
VETS, of the Italian American War Veterans of the
United States, Incorporated, of the Armenian
American Veterans Association, Inc., of the War
Veterans Civic Association of Massachusetts, Inc.,
for the Yankee Division Veterans Association or
any chapter thereof, for a barracks of the Veterans
of World War I of the U.S.A., for the United Ameri-
can Veterans of the U.S.A., Inc. or any chapter
thereof, for the Massachusetts Vietnam-ERA Veter-
ans Association, Inc. or any chapter thereof, or for
the Vietnam Combat Veterans Combined Armed
Forces or any chapter thereof lease for a period not
exceeding five years building or parts of buildings
which shall be under the direction and control of
such post, camp or barracks subject to regulations
made in cities by the mayor with the approval of
the council and in towns by vote of the town, and
for said purposes a town with a valuation of less
than five million dollars may annually appropriate
not more than two thousand dollars; a town with a
valuation of five million dollars but not more than
twenty-five million dollars may annually appropri-
ate not more than three thousand dollars; a town
with a valuation of more than twenty-five million
dollars but not more than fifty million dollars may
annually appropriate not more than four thousand
dollars; a town with a valuation of more than fifty
million dollars but not more than seventy-five mil-
lion dollars may annually appropriate not more
than five thousand dollars; a town with a valuation
of more than seventy-five million dollars but not
more than one hundred million dollars may annu-
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ally appropriate not more than six thousand dol-
lars; a town with a valuation of more than one
hundred million dollars but not more than one
hundred and twenty-five million dollars may annu-
ally appropriate not more than seven thousand
dollars; a town with a valuation of more than one
hundred and twenty-five million dollars but not
more than one hundred and fifty million dollars
may annually appropriate not more than ten thou-
sand dollars; and a town with a valuation of more
than one hundred and fifty million dollars may
annually appropriate ten thousand dollars, and in
addition three thousand dollars for each additional
one hundred and fifty million dollars of valuation,
or major fraction thereof. In addition to sums
hereinbefore authorized by this section, a city or
town with a valuation of more than one hundred
and fifty million dollars may, for the purpose of
providing suitable headquarters for a camp of the
United Spanish War Veterans, lease for a period
not exceeding five years a building or part of a
building, which shall be under the direction and
control of such camp, subject to regulations made
in cities by the mayor, with the approval of the
council, or by the city manager where the charter
so provides, and in towns by vote of the town, and
for such purpose may annually appropriate a sum
not exceeding, in any one year, thirty-five hundred
dollars. The city council of a city may, by a two-
thirds vote appropriate money for armories for the
use of the state militia, for the celebration of holi-
days, or the purpose of providing or defraying the
expenses of suitable quarters for posts of the Grand
Army of the Republic, including the heating and
lighting of such quarters, and for other like public
purposes to an amount not exceeding in any one
year one-fiftieth of one per cent of its equalized
valuation as defined in section one of chapter forty-
four.
Amended by St.1933, c. 245, § 3; St.1935, c. 305
St.1936, c. 271; St.1937, c. 255; St.1946, c. 51; St. 1946
c. 209, § 2; St.1946, c. 409, § 3; St.1947, c. 468, § 3
St.1947, c. 671; St.1949, c. 118, § 3; St.1949, c. 343
§ 1; St.1949, c. 563, § 1; St.1950, c. 303; St.1952, c
115; St.1952, c. 443; St.1953, c. 175; St.1953, c. 469
St.1959, c. 59, § 3; St.1960, c. 203; St.1960, c. 626, § 4
St.1961, c. 57; St.1964, c. 5; St.1969, c. 849, § 31
St.1974, c. 6; St.1982, c. 187; St.1985, c. 40; St.1986, c.
161.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l861,c. 165.
P.S.1882, c. 28, § 13.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 28.
St.1915, c. 2.
St.1920, c. 254.
St.l921,c. 80.
St.1923, c. 122.
§ 9A. Repealed, 1949, 563, Sec. 2
Historical and Statutory Notes
See, now, c. 40, § 9.
§ 10. Public markets; establishment; condi-
tions; regulation
A city, or a town having a population of not less
than ten thousand, may provide and maintain one
or more public markets, with suitable buildings
and grounds, and for this purpose may acquire
land by gift or purchase or lease the same, with or
without buildings, and may make alterations in
buildings and construct new buildings on land so
acquired or leased. Any city or town which does
not so maintain a public market shall upon a
petition signed by not less than five per cent of its
voters designate one or more streets or squares or
other public places, suitably situated and approved
by the department of agriculture, to be used by
farmers as public market places. Such a petition
shall be filed with the city or town clerk, and he
shall determine whether it contains a sufficient
number of signatures and whether such signatures
are genuine, and when satisfied that the petition
meets the requirements of this section, he shall so
certify to the mayor or the chairman of the board
of selectmen and shall also notify the commissioner
of agriculture that the petition has been filed and
state to him the date of filing. Any city or town
which maintains a public market or market place
in accordance with this section may, subject to the
approval of the commissioner of agriculture, make
rules and regulations for the management and use
thereof, and may prescribe penalties for their viola-
tion, and may also designate a market master, who
may be a police officer or other municipal officer
or employee, and who shall have charge of such
markets or market places and shall conduct them
in the interest of the market men and their custom-
ers, shall enforce said rules and regulations, and
shall maintain order within the market limits.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 119.
St. 1916, c. 79.
St.1919, c. 350, §§ 34, 35.
St.1920, c. 580.
§ 11. Prevention of forest fires
A town may appropriate money for the preven-
tion of forest fires to an amount not exceeding one
tenth of one per cent of its equalized valuation as
defined in section one of chapter forty-four. Every
such town with a valuation of one million seven
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hundred and fifty thousand dollars or less which
appropriates and expends money, with the approv-
al of the di lector of the division of forests and
parks in the department of environmental manage-
ment, for apparatus to be used in preventing or
extinguishing forest fires, or for making protective
belts or zones and building or maintaining water
holes or cisterns for fire protection purposes as a
defense against forest fires, shall, upon the recom-
mendation of said director, approved by the gover-
nor, receive from the commonwealth a sum equal
to one half of the said expenditure; but no town
shall receive more than five hundred dollars. A
sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars may annu-
ally be expended by the commonwealth for this
purpose. Whenever it has been demonstrated to
the satisfaction of said director that such equip-
ment has been destroyed or has become unfit for
use, the town shall be reimbursed by the common-
wealth one half the cost of replacing the same;
provided that the amount paid to any one town in
any one year shall not exceed one hundred dollars.
All equipment purchased under this section shall
be in the custody and care of the town forest
warden. Said director or his deputies may inspect
such equipment at such times as they may deem
necessary.
Amended by St. 1941, c. 490, § 9; St. 1948, c. 355;
St. 1953, c. 535, § 2; St.1956, c. 573; St.1969, c. 849,
§ 32; St.1975, c. 706, § 88.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1897, c. 254, § 11.
R.L.1902,c. 25, § 17.
St.1910, c. 398.
St.1914, c. 262.
Si. 1919, c. 350, § 42.
St. 1921, c. 252.
§ 11 A. Beach districts; formation
For the purposes of clause (25A) of section five,
any city may form a beach district, and the provi-
sions of sections twelve B to twelve G, inclusive,
shall, so far as pertinent, be applicable.
Added by St. 1 953, c. 576, § 3.
§ 12. Public baths and wash houses
A town which accepts this section, or has accept-
ed corresponding provisions of earlier laws, by a
two thirds vote at an annual meeting, may pur-
chase or lease land, and erect, alter, enlarge, repair
and improve buildings for public baths and wash
houses, either with or without open drying
grounds, and may make open bathing places, pro-
vide them with the requisite furniture, fittings and
conveniences and provide instruction in swimming.
Such town may establish rates for the use of such
baths and wash houses, and appoint officers there-
for, and may make by-laws for the government of
such officers, and authorize them to make regula-
tions for the management thereof and for the use
thereof by non-residents of said town.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1874, c. 214, §§ 1 to 3.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 13, 14.
St. 1898, c. 125, §§ 1, 2.
R.L.I 902, c. 25, §§ 20,21.
§ 12A. Repealed, 1941, 598, Sec. 5
§ 12B. Beaches for public and recreational
uses; formation of district; member-
ship of control commission; annual
audit
Two or more contiguous cities or towns may, in
a city by vote of the city council thereof, and in a
town by vote of the town at an annual meeting,
form a district for the purpose of acquiring, wheth-
er by gift or otherwise, developing, maintaining
and operating, within their territorial limits, beach-
es for public and recreational uses, and may pay
over to the district treasurer, as provided in section
twelve E, appropriations made for such purpose.
Each of such districts shall be under the control of
a commission which shall be appointed by, and the
number and the terms of office of the members of
which shall be determined by, a joint committee
composed of the mayor and president of the city
council, in each of such cities, and the chairman of
the selectmen in each of such towns. In cities
having both a city council and board of aldermen
the president of the board of aldermen shall also be
a member of such committee.
The director of accounts in the department of
revenue shall cause an audit to be made annually
of the accounts of all districts organized under the
authority of this section, and for such purpose he
and his duly accredited agents shall have access to
all necessary papers, books and records. Said
director shall apportion the cost of each audit
among the several municipalities comprising the
district on the basis of the taxable valuation of said
municipalities as last established by the general
court for state and county taxes, and submit the
amounts of each apportionment to the state trea-
surer, who shall issue his warrant requiring the
assessors of the cities and towns which comprise
the district to assess a tax to the amount so appor-
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tioned, and such amount shall be collected and
paid to the state treasurer as provided by section
twenty of chapter fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1953, c. 576, § 1. Amended bv St. 1978, c.
514, § 17.
§ 12C. Construction of beach facilities; rules
and regulations
Said commission shall construct, equip and
maintain at beaches under its control public bath-
houses with dressing rooms, lockers and toilet fa-
cilities, as well as parking facilities, and other
recreational facilities, may make reasonable rules
and regulations for the care, maintenance, protec-
tion, policing and equal public use of said beaches,
bathhouses, parking areas, and other recreational
facilities, and may make reasonable charges for all
facilities installed. At least one attested copy of
such rules and regulations shall be posted at such
beaches and any violation thereof shall be punished
by a fine of not more than twenty dollars for each
offence.
Added by St. 1 953, c. 576, § 1.
§ 12D. Authority to incur indebtedness; limi-
tation
A city or town which is a member of a beach
district may incur indebtedness within the limit of
indebtedness prescribed in section ten of chapter
forty-four for the purpose of acquiring beaches and
paying an assessment for the construction of a
bathhouse and appurtenances, including parking
areas and other recreational facilities, in a beach
district, and each district is authorized to make
such assessments.
Added by St. 1 953, c. 576, § 1.
§ 12E. Treasurer of district; appointment;
bond; powers and duties
The treasurer of one of the municipalities com-
prising such district, designated by the commis-
sion, shall be treasurer of the district and shall give
to the district a bond, with a surety company
authorized to transact business in the common-
wealth as surety, for the faithful performance of his
duties as treasurer of the district in such sum and
upon such conditions as the commissioner of reve-
nue may require. The district treasurer shall dis-
burse the money received under the provisions of
section twelve B upon warrants.
Added by St. 1953, c. 576, § 1. Amended bv St. 1978, c.
514, § 18.
§ 12F. Employees
Persons employed at such beaches shall be em-
ployees of the cities and towns in the district where
they reside and not employees of the district, and
shall retain all their retirement and civil service
rights.
Added by St. 1953, c. 576, § 1.
§ 12G. Leasing of concessions; procedure
Said commission may at any time in its discre-
tion lease or let out upon such terms and condi-
tions as it sees fit, concessions or grants to operate
any bathhouse, parking area or any recreational
facility to any persons or corporations, such con-
cessions or grants, however, to be leased or let out
after public hearing and then to the highest respon-
sible bidder therefor.
Added by St. 1953, c. 576, § 1.
§ 13. Municipal buildings insurance fund;
management; use
A town which at a meeting, or a city which by its
city council accepts this section, or has in like
manner accepted corresponding provisions of earli-
er laws, may appropriate an amount not exceeding
in any one year one twentieth of one per cent of its
equalized valuation as defined in section one of
chapter forty-four to establish and maintain a mu-
nicipal buildings insurance fund from which any
municipal buildings or other municipal property
damaged or destroyed or lost by fire, lightning,
vandalism, burglary, theft or otherwise, may be
repaired, rebuilt or replaced by other buildings or
property to be used in place thereof; but no money
shall be appropriated for such purpose while the
fund equals or exceeds one per cent of such equal-
ized valuation. Such fund shall be managed and
administered by the sinking fund commissioners of
the town, if any, otherwise by the commissioners of
trust funds of the town.
If a city or town which has established such a
fund in accordance with this section has neglected
or failed for a period of five consecutive years to
appropriate for such fund, for any reason other
than that the maximum amount authorized by this
section has been accumulated, it may vote appro-
priations from such fund and the income therefrom
for the purpose of paying a proper charge for
effecting fire insurance on municipal buildings or
other municipal property against loss or damage by
fire, lightning or otherwise; provided, that nothing
in this paragraph shall prevent any city or town
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from appropriating money for effecting fire insur-
ance under authority of any other general or spe-
cial law applicable thereto.
Amended by St. 1941, c. 130; St. 1970, c. 12; St. 1973, c.
613.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1905, c. 191, §§ 1 to 4.
St. 1907, c. 576, §§ 102 to 105, 122.
§ 13A. Workers' compensation insurance
funds; management
Any city or town which has accepted chapter
eight hundred and seven of the acts of nineteen
hundred and thirteen and which accepts this sec-
tion, by vote of the city council or of the voters in
town meeting, may appropriate an amount not
exceeding in any one year one twentieth of one per
cent of its equalized valuation as defined in section
one of chapter forty-four, to establish and maintain
an insurance fund to pay workers' compensation,
from which any compensation payable under the
provisions of sections sixty-nine to seventy-five, in-
clusive, of chapter one hundred and fifty-two shall
be paid; but no money shall be appropriated for
such purpose while the fund equals or exceeds one
per cent of such equalized valuation. Such fund
shall be managed and administered by the sinking
fund commissioners ol the city or town, if any,
otherwise by the commissioners of trust funds of
said city or town. If any city or town has such an
insurance fund, it may appropriate from such fund,
including the income thereof, such sums as may be
necessary for the purpose of paying a proper
charge for effecting insurance to cover its liability
to pay workers' compensation.
Amended bv St.1963, c. 127; St.1969, c. 849, § 33;
St. 1974, c. 274; St. 1998, c. 463, § 44.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1923, c. 234.
§ 13B. Residence quarters for school physi-
cians
A town of not exceeding three thousand inhabit-
ants which accepts this section by vote in town
meeting may appropriate for free residence quar-
ters for a school physician a sum not exceeding five
hundred dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1925, c. 303, § 1.
§ 13C. Workers' compensation claims reserve
funds
Any city or town which accepts the provisions of
this section and has elected to self insure its work-
er's compensation may establish reserves to pay
worker's compensation claims until said claims are
fully paid. Said claims reserves shall be segregat-
ed by fiscal year and all funds so reserved shall be
managed by a designated fiscal officer of such city
or town. Any funds remaining after all claims are
paid for a particular year, may be placed in anoth-
er fiscal year's claim reserve fund, if needed, or
returned to general funds. Costs of reinsurance, if
used, and outside claims and safety services may be
disbursed from said funds.
Added by St. 1989, c. 455. Amended bv St. 1990, c. 177,
§ 97.
§ 14. Purchase of land; conditions; limita-
tions; definition
The aldermen of any city, except Boston, or the
selectmen of a town may purchase, or take by
eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine, any
land, easement or right therein within the city or
town not already appropriated to public use, for
any municipal purpose for which the purchase or
taking of land, easement or right therein is not
otherwise authorized or directed by statute; but no
land, easement or right therein shall be taken or
purchased under this section unless the taking or
purchase thereof has previously been authorized by
the city council or by vote of the town, nor until an
appropriation of money, to be raised by loan or
otherwise, has been made for the purpose by a two
thirds vote of the city council or by a two thirds
vote of the town, and no lot of land shall be
purchased for any municipal purpose by any city
subject to this section for a price more than twenty-
five per cent in excess of its average assessed
valuation during the previous three years.
The words "municipal purpose", as used in this
section, shall include any such land, easement or
right therein within the city or town, so purchased
or taken by eminent domain for the purpose of
conveying or granting the same to the common-
wealth for the use of a regional community college.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 283, § 1; St. 1967, c. 59, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1848, c. 237, § 1.
St.1851, c. 186.
St.1855, c. 318.
G.S.1860,c. 38, § 38.
St.1869, c. 411, § 1.
St. 1874, c. 342.
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P.S.1882, c. 27, § 43; c. 44, § 49.
St. 1894, c. 145.
St. 1897, c. 299, §§ 1.4.
St. 1899, c. 379, §§ 1,4.
St. 1900, c. 437.
R.L.1902, c. 25, §§ 45,47.
St.1915, c. 143.
St.1915, c. 263.
St.1918, c. 291, §§ 6, 8.
Sl.l921,c. 486, § 7.
St.1923, c. 266.
St.1925, c. 272.
§ 15. Abandonment of rights in realty; condi-
tions
If any officer of a city or town having charge of
any land, easement or right taken for such city or
town, otherwise than by purchase, notifies the city
council or the selectmen that, in his opinion, such
land, easement or right, or part thereof, is no
longer required for public purposes, and if thereaf-
ter the city council or the inhabitants of the town
by a two thirds vote authorize the conveyance of
such land, or of part thereof, or the abandonment
of such easement or right, or part thereof, and
specify the minimum amount to be paid for such
conveyance or abandonment, the mayor or the
selectmen may, for such amount or a larger
amount, and upon such other terms as the mayor
or selectmen shall consider proper, convey said
land, or part thereof, by deed, or declare said
easement or right, or part thereof, to be aban-
doned. Such declaration, being recorded in the
registry of deeds for the district where the land is
situated, shall extinguish the easement or right, or
part thereof.
No land heretofore or hereafter acquired by emi-
nent domain by one city or town within the limits
of another city or town shall be conveyed under
this section unless the mayor or selectmen author-
ized to convey such land offer to convey such land
to the city or town wherein such land lies for the
minimum amount specified as aforesaid, nor unless
such offer is not accepted within six months after
notice thereof is given to the mayor or selectmen of
the city or town wherein such land lies by the
mayor or selectmen authorized to convey, nor un-
less such conveyance is made within three months
after the expiration of said six months. Land so
offered to a city or town wherein it lies may be
purchased by such city or town whether or not
needed for the municipal purposes of such city or
town, and, if so purchased and if such land is not
needed for municipal purposes, it shall be disposed
of as such city or town shall determine.
Amended by St. 1958, c. 680; St. 1961, c. 1 17.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l901,c. 294.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 50.
§ 1 5A. Transfer of land; procedure
Whenever a board or officer having charge of
land, including land acquired for playground pur-
poses pursuant to the provisions of section fourteen
of chapter forty-five, but excluding land acquired
for park purposes, constituting the whole or any
part of an estate held by a city or town within its
limits for a specific purpose shall determine that
such land is no longer needed for such purpose,
whether such land was acquired before or after the
effective date of this section and whether acquired
by eminent domain, purchase, gift, devise or other-
wise, such board or officer shall forthwith give
notice of such determination to the city council of
the city or the board of selectmen of the town. At
any time after the receipt of such notice, the city
council of the city by a two thirds vote of all its
members, in the case of a city having a city manag-
er, with the approval of said city manager, and in
the case of other cities, with the approval of the
mayor, or the town by a two thirds vote at a
regular or special town meeting, may transfer the
care, custody, management and control of such
land to the same or another board or officer of the
city or town for another specific municipal pur-
pose, any provision of general or special law to the
contrary notwithstanding; provided, that no such
transfer shall be valid if it is in violation of any
term or condition of the title of the city or town to
such land.
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this paragraph, when land is being transferred
for the purpose of constructing low and moderate
income housing, the vote required of the city coun-
cil or the town meeting shall be by a majority vote.
Added by St. 1951, c. 798, § 4. Amended by St. 1954, c.
105; St.1989, c. 235.
§ 15B. Water supply works; sale or exchange
of property
A town, city, or district authorized to furnish
water for domestic purposes, may, with the advice
and approval of the state department of environ-
mental protection, sell at public or private sale, or
may exchange any real property, or any easements,
whether taken by eminent domain or otherwise, no
longer needed for public water supply works under
its charge, or may from time to time lease any
property not then so needed, or may permit the use
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thereof by the public for recreational purposes;
and may in its discretion, by lease, license or other
agreement, permit the construction and mainte-
nance on any land under its control of towers,
poles, wires, and other structures for the purpose
of transmitting electric power over lands and water
held for water supply purposes; provided, that
such lease, license or agreement will not, in the
opinion of the said department, affect or interfere
with the water supply; and provided, further, that
said city, town or district may, with the approval of
said department, revoke said lease, license or
agreement for cause to be determined by it.
No land acquired by eminent domain by a city or
town within the limits of another city or town, and
no land of a district so acquired, may be sold or
exchanged pursuant to this section unless it is
offered to be conveyed to the city or town wherein
it lies for a minimum amount, specified by vote of
the city council or a town or district meeting, for
which the city, town or district owning it is willing
to sell it, nor unless such offer is not accepted
within six months after notice thereof is given to
the mayor or selectman of the city or town wherein
such land lies, nor unless such conveyance is made
within three months after the expiration of such six
months.
Added by St. 1957, c. 552. Amended by St. 1969, c. 555,
§ 1; St.1975, c. 706, § 89; St.1990, c. 177, § 98.
§ 15C. Scenic road designations; improve-
ments; fines
Upon recommendation or request of the plan-
ning board, conservation commission or historical
commission of any city or town, such city or town
may designate any road in said city or town, other
than a numbered route or state highway as a scenic
road; provided, however, that a numbered route
may be designated by a city or town as a scenic
road if its entire length is contained within the
boundaries of said city or town, and no part of said
route is owned or maintained by the common-
wealth.
After a road has been designated as a scenic road
any repair, maintenance, reconstruction, or paving
work done with respect thereto shall not involve or
include the cutting or removal of trees, or the
tearing down or destruction of stone walls, or
portions thereof, except with the prior written con-
sent of the planning board, or if there is no plan-
ning board, the selectmen of a town, or the city
council of a city, after a public hearing duly adver-
tised twice in a newspaper of general circulation in
the area, as to time, date, place and purpose, the
last publication to occur at least seven days prior to
such hearing; provided, however, that when a pub-
lic hearing must be held under the provisions of
this section and under section three of chapter
eighty-seven prior to the cutting or removal of a
tree, such hearings shall be consolidated into a
single public hearing before the tree warden and
the planning board, or if there is no planning
board, the selectmen of a town, or the city council
of a city, and notice of such consolidated public
hearing shall be given by the tree warden or his
deputy as provided in said section three of chapter
eighty-seven. Any city or town making said scenic
road designation may make an ordinance or by-law
establishing that a violation of this paragraph shall
be punished by a fine not to exceed three hundred
dollars.
Designation of a road as a scenic road shall not
affect the eligibility of a city or town to receive
construction or reconstruction aid for such road
pursuant to the provisions of chapter ninety.
Added by St.1973, c. 67. Amended by St.1979, c. 552,
§ 1; St.1985, c. 384; St.1989, c. 360.
§ 16. Street sprinkling
A town may sprinkle or spread upon its public
ways, or parts thereof, any liquid or material suit-
able for laying or preventing dust and preserving
the surface of such ways or for sanitary purposes,
may appropriate money therefor, and determine
that with respect to the whole or any part of such
ways the whole or any part of such expense shall
be assessed upon the estates abutting thereon.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1890, c. 365.
St. 1891, c. 179, §§ 1,4.
St.1895, c. 186.
St.1897, c. 419, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 22; c. 26, § 25.
St. 1908, c. 452.
St. 1909, c. 289.
St. 1917, c. 344, Pt. IV, § 6, Pt. VIII, § 1.
§ 17. Assessment
If a city determines that the public ways or any
portion thereof shall be sprinkled in whole or in
part at the expense of the abutters, such expense
for a municipal year, and the proportion thereof to
be borne by abutters, and the rate to be assessed
upon each linear foot of frontage upon such ways,
shall be estimated and determined by the board of
aldermen and assessed upon the estates abutting
on such ways in proportion to the number of linear
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feet of each estate upon such ways or portion
thereof sprinkled. The amount of such assess-
ments upon each estate shall be determined by said
board, or, if said board so designates, by the board
of public works, board of street commissioners,
superintendent of streets or other officer; and such
board or officer shall, as soon as may be after the
first day of January, cause a list of such ways or
portions thereof to be made, specifying each estate
and the number of linear feet thereof abutting
thereon, the amount per linear foot, and the
amount on each estate of such assessment, and
certify and commit said list to the assessors of
taxes. In a town such assessment shall be made by
the assessors.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1890, c. 365.
St.l891,c. 179, §§ 2 to 4.
St.1895, c. 186.
St. 1897, c. 419, §§ 2, 3.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 22; c. 26, § 26.
St.1908, c. 452.
St. 1909, c. 440, § 2.
St.1914, c. 198, § 3.
§ 18. Collection of assessment
The assessors shall include such assessment in
the tax list and warrant committed by them to the
collector of taxes for that municipal year, and it
shall be included in the next annual tax bill, or if
the estate so assessed is otherwise exempt from
taxation, it shall be rendered as a tax bill. Such
assessment shall be a lien upon the estate, and
shall be levied, collected, reassessed, paid, appor-
tioned, and bear interest and become payable, in
the same manner as, and shall be a part of, the tax
for that year on such estate; but in cities the
assessors shall make no abatement thereof except
upon the recommendation of the board or officer
by whom the list was certified to them.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l891,c. 179, §§ 3, 4.
St.1895, c. 186.
St.1897, c. 419, §§ 3,4.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 22; c. 26, § 27.
St.1908, c. 452.
§ 19. Appropriation of money for providing
common necessaries during war or oth-
er public exigency; purposes; use of
funds
For the purpose of maintaining, distributing and
providing at reasonable rates during time of war,
public exigency, emergency or distress a sufficient
supply of food, other common necessaries of life
and temporary shelter for their inhabitants, towns
may raise and appropriate money outside of any
limit imposed by law upon their tax rate or debt;
but any bond, note or certificate of indebtedness
issued therefor shall be payable in not more than
two years from the date of its issue. The receipts
from any undertaking or service authorized by this
section shall not by applied to municipal purposes,
other than those herein described, so long as there
are any obligations outstanding issued on account
of any such undertaking or service. The expendi-
ture of all money so appropriated shall be under
the direction of the mayor, or of an officer appoint-
ed by the mayor, with the approval of the city
council in cities other than Boston, and in towns
shall be under the direction of the selectmen or of
an officer appointed by them.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 205, §§ 1,4, 5.
St.l931,c. 426, § 155.
§ 20. Selling price of necessities; accounting
Articles furnished or services rendered under the
preceding section shall be charged for, so far as
practicable, at rates calculated to cover all costs
and charges connected with the particular under-
taking or service, and shall be paid for in cash at
the time of delivery or performance. Any town
acting under said section shall keep accounts, in
the form prescribed by the director of accounts,
covering separately, so far as practicable, the cost
of the particular undertaking or service in respect
to each commodity included therein; and a report
in detail of receipts and expenditures connected
with such undertaking or service shall be included
in the annual report of the town treasurer.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 205, §§ 2,3.
St. 1919, c. 350, § 54.
§ 21. By-laws of towns; purpose
Towns may, for the purposes hereinafter named,
make such ordinances and by-laws, not repugnant
to law, as they may judge most conducive to their
welfare, which shall be binding upon all inhabit-
ants thereof and all persons within their limits.
They may, except as herein provided, affix penal-
ties for breaches thereof not exceeding three hun-
dred dollars for each offense, which shall enure to
the town or to such uses as it may direct. Notwith-
standing the provisions of any special law to the
contrary, fines shall be recovered by indictment or
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on complaint before a district court, or by non-
criminal disposition in accordance with section
twenty-one D.
(1) For directing and managing their prudential
affairs, preserving peace and good order, and
maintaining their internal police.
(2) For preventing the fall of snow and ice from
roofs and securing the removal thereof in such
portions of their limits and to such extent as they
deem expedient. The penalty for violation of such
by-laws shall apply to the owner of such building
or to his agent having the care thereof.
(3) For providing for the removal of snow and
ice from the sidewalks, within the limits of the
public ways therein to such extent as they deem
expedient. The penalty for the violation of such by-
laws shall apply to the owner of abutting property
or his agent having charge thereof.
(4) For requiring owners of buildings near the
line of public ways to erect barriers, or to take
other suitable measures to prevent the fall of snow
and ice therefrom upon persons traveling on such
ways, and to protect such persons from other dan-
gers incident to the maintenance, occupation or
use thereof.
(5) For declaring any sewer or drain laid in any
land or way, public or private, opened or proposed
to be opened for public travel, to be a common
sewer, and that it shall not be laid or connected
with any existing common sewer except by the
board or officers authorized to lay and maintain
common sewers.
(6) For regulating, under a penalty not exceeding
fifty dollars for each offence, the use of the com-
mon sewers and the connections which may be
made therewith.
(7) For regulating throughout the town or within
a limited portion thereof, by any designated board
or commission, the inspection, materials, construc-
tion, alteration or use of pipes and fixtures through
which water is supplied by public water works;
and to prohibit the use of such water by persons
neglecting or refusing to comply with such by-laws.
(8) For regulating, under a penalty not exceeding
fifty dollars for each offence, the use of reservoirs
connected with its water supply and land and
driveways appurtenant thereto.
(9) For regulating the width of tires of vehicles
owned in such town and used on the highways
thereof.
(10) For requiring and regulating the numbering
of buildings on or near the line of public or private
ways and prescribing by whom and the method in
which it shall be done.
(11) For regulating the disposal by town boards,
officers or departments of personal property be-
longing to the town.
(12) For regulating the making of annual reports
by boards, officers or departments not required by
law to make such reports.
(13) For requiring all town officers to pay all
fees received by them by virtue of their office into
the town treasury, or to report the amount thereof
from time to time to the selectmen, who shall
publish the same in the annual town report.
(14) For prohibiting or regulating the leaving of
vehicles unattended within the limits of private
ways furnishing means of access for fire apparatus
to any building.
(15) For regulating the use, occupation and
maintenance, by clubs or associations, whether or
not incorporated, of dwelling houses used in com-
mon by any or all of their members. In addition to
any other remedy provided by law for violation of
any ordinance or by-law made under authority of
this paragraph, the superior court shall have juris-
diction in equity to restrain any such violation.
(16) For authorizing the superintendent of
streets or other officer having charge of ways, for
the purpose of removing or plowing snow, or re-
moving ice, from any way, to remove, or cause to
be removed, to some convenient place, including in
such term a public garage, any vehicle interfering
with such work, and for imposing liability for the
cost of such removal, and of the storage charges, if
any, resulting therefrom, upon the owner of such
vehicle.
(16A) For authorizing the board or officer hav-
ing charge of the collection of garbage and refuse,
for the purpose of facilitating such collection, to
remove, or cause to be removed, to some conve-
nient place in the city or town, including in such
term a public garage, from any portion of a public
way therein or from any private way therein open
to public use any vehicle parked contrary to a sign
within one hundred feet banning parking at such
time and place, and for imposing liability for the
cost of such removal, and of the storage charges, if
any, resulting therefrom, upon the owner of such
vehicle.
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(16B) For designating areas upon public streets
to be used as bicycle lanes and for establishing a
noncriminal ticketing procedure against violations
of bicycle laws, and a schedule of fines for breach-
es thereof, not to exceed twenty dollars for each
offense.
(17) For prohibiting or regulating the removal of
soil, loam, sand or gravel from land not in public
use in the whole or in specified districts of the
town, and for requiring the erection of a fence or
barrier around such area and the finished grading
of the same. The superior court shall have juris-
diction in equity to compel compliance with any
ordinance or by-law made hereunder. The penalty
for violation of any ordinance or by-law made
hereunder shall be as follows:—for the first offence,
fifty dollars; for the second offence, one hundred
dollars; and for each subsequent offence, two hun-
dred dollars. Any order or by-law prohibiting such
removal hereunder shall not apply to any soil,
loam, sand or gravel which is the subject of a
permit or license issued under the authority of the
town or by the appropriate licensing board of such
town or by the board of appeal, or which is to be
removed in compliance with the requirements of a
subdivision plan approved by the town planning
board.
(18) For regulating the inspection, materials,
construction, installation, alteration or use of pipes,
fittings and fixtures through which gas is supplied
within buildings and other structures.
(19) For requiring any person excavating land or
any person in charge of such excavation and for
requiring any owner of land which has been exca-
vated to erect barriers or take other suitable meas-
ures within two days after such person has been
notified in writing by the mayor or city manager
and the city council, the selectmen or the building
inspector, of the city or town in which the land is
located that in their opinion such excavation con-
stitutes a hazard to public safety. The penalty for
violation of any ordinance or by-law made hereun-
der shall not exceed two hundred dollars per day
for every day such person is in violation of such
notice commencing with the fourth day thereof.
The superior court shall have jurisdiction in equity
to compel compliance with any ordinance or by-
law made under the provisions of this clause. Not-
withstanding the foregoing, no person shall be
found guilty of a violation of such an ordinance or
by-law, nor shall a person be compelled in equity
to comply therewith unless, in the opinion of the
court, such excavation constitutes a hazard.
(20) For requiring owners of land whereon is
located an abandoned well or a well in use, to
either provide a covering for such well capable of
sustaining a weight of three hundred pounds or to
fill same to the level of the ground. The penalty for
violation of any ordinance or by-law made hereun-
der shall be a fine of not less than one hundred
dollars nor more than five hundred dollars.
(21) For prohibiting or regulating the parking of
any motor vehicle in front of any dwelling house
except by the occupants of said dwelling house,
provided that notice of said prohibition or regula-
tion is given by the use of portable or permanent
signs.
(22) For controlling and abating noise from
whatever source, including, without limiting the
generality of the foregoing, the right to restrict or
limit the use of automobile horns and the operation
of motor vehicles in such a manner as to cause
excessive noise.
(23) For requiring that designated parking
spaces for vehicles either owned and operated by
disabled veterans or by handicapped persons and
bearing the distinctive number plates authorized by
section two of chapter ninety, or for vehicles trans-
porting handicapped persons and displaying the
special parking identification plate authorized by
said section two of said chapter ninety, or for
vehicles bearing the official identification of a
handicapped person issued by any other state, or
any Canadian Province, be provided in public and
private off-street parking areas.
(a) Any ordinance or by-law made hereunder
shall require any person or body that has lawful
control of a public or private way or of improved
or enclosed property used as off-street parking
areas for businesses, shopping malls, theaters, au-
ditoriums, sporting or recreational facilities, cultur-
al centers, residential dwellings, or for any other
place where the public has a right of access as
invitees or licensees, to reserve parking spaces in
said off-street parking areas for any vehicle owned
and operated by a disabled veteran or handicapped
person whose vehicle bears the distinguishing li-
cense plate authorized by said section two of said
chapter ninety or for any vehicle transporting a
handicapped person and displaying the special
identification plate authorized by section two of
chapter ninety or for any vehicle bearing the offi-
cial identification of a handicapped person issued
by any other state, or any Canadian Province, ac-
cording to the following formula:
—
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If the number of parking spaces in any such area
is more than fifteen but not more than twenty-five,
one parking space; more than twenty-five but not
more than forty, five per cent of such spaces but
not less than two; more than forty but not more
than one hundred, four per cent of such spaces but
not less than three; more than one hundred but
not more than two hundred, three per cent of such
spaces but not less than four; more than two
hundred but not more than five hundred, two per
cent of such spaces but not less than six; more
than five hundred but not more than one thousand,
one and one-half per cent of such spaces but not
less than ten; more than one thousand but not
more than two thousand, one per cent of such
spaces but not less than fifteen; more than two
thousand but less than five thousand, three-fourths
of one per cent of such spaces but not less than
twenty; and more than five thousand, one-half of
one per cent of such spaces but not less than thirty.
(b) Parking spaces designated as reserved under
paragraph (a) shall be identified by the use of
above-grade signs with white lettering against a
blue background and shall bear the words "Handi-
capped Parking: Special Plate Required. Unautho-
rized Vehicles May be Removed at Owner's Ex-
pense". The spaces shall be as near as possible to
a building entrance or walkway, shall be adjacent
to curb ramps or other unobstructed methods per-
mitting sidewalk access to a handicapped person
and shall be at least 8 feet wide, not including the
cross hatch access aisle as defined by the architec-
tural access board established in section 1 3A of
chapter 22. The cross hatch access aisle abutting a
handicapped parking space shall be considered
part of the handicapped parking space to which it
abuts to provide individuals who use wheelchairs
or other mobility aids with sufficient space to enter
and exit their vehicles. No person shall park in the
cross hatched access aisle.
(24) For prohibiting or regulating the standing
or leaving of vehicles unattended within parking
spaces designated as reserved for vehicles owned
and operated by disabled veterans or handicapped
persons and within certain other areas.
An ordinance or by-law made under this section
shall prohibit or regulate the leaving of unautho-
rized vehicles within parking spaces, including the
cross hatch areas, designated for use by disabled
veterans or handicapped persons as authorized by
clause (23) or in such a manner as to obstruct a
curb ramp designed for use by a handicapped
person as a means of egress to a street or public-
way.
The penalty for a violation of an ordinance or by-
law made under this section shall be not less than
$100 nor more than $300 and shall provide for the
removal of the vehicle in accordance with section
22D. This penalty shall not be a surchargeable
offense under section 1 13B of chapter 175.
Amended by St. 1941, c. 346, § 1; St.1949, c. 98
St. 1951, c. 352; St.1952, c. 594; St.1953, c. 319, § 8
St. 1953, c. 402; St. 1954, c. 213; St. 1 955, c. 24; St. 1956
c. 509; St.1957, c. 436; St.1959, c. 220; St. 1961, c. 383
St.1965, c. 316; St.1967, c. 870; St.1969, c. 383
St. 1 970, c. 470; St.1971, c. 83; St. 1 973, c. 317; St.1973
c. 806, § 1; St. 1974, c. 424, § 1; St.1975, c. 107
St.1977, c. 401, § 1; St.1981, c. 109; St. 1981, c. 644
§ 1; St.1985, c. 632, § 1; St.1986, c. 251, § 1; St.1990, c
326, § 1; St. 1991, c. 468; St.2000, c. 384, § 9; St.2002
c. 450, §§ 1,2; St.2008, c. 76, §§ 1,2, eff. July 9, 2008
C.L. c. 147.
St. 1692-3, c. 28, § 5.
St.1785, c. 75, § 7.
St.l801,c. 62.
St. 1827, c. 106.
St. 1 829, c. 29.
St.1832, c. 148.
St.1834, c. 29.
St.1834, c. 81.
R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 13, 14.
St.1847, c. 166.
G.S.1860, c. 18, §§ 11, 12, 15.
St.1863, c. 86.
St.1875, c. 105, §§ 1, 2.
St.1876, c. 139.
St. 1878, c. 91.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22.
St.1895, c. 227.
St.1895, c. 296.
St.1897, c. 116, § 1.
St.1898, c. 190, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 23.
St. 1918, c. 291, § 3.
St.1920, c. 591, §§ 3, 5.
St. 1928, c. 319.
St.1931, c. 159.
§ 21 A. Powers of cities and towns; regulation
of working conditions of employees
A town by by-law and a city by ordinance, unless
repugnant to the charter of such city, may establish
the hours, days and weeks of work and the hours,
days and weeks of leave without loss of pay, includ-
ing, without limiting the generality of the forego-
ing, holiday leave, vacation leave and sick leave,
for any or all employees of such town or city other
than those appointed by the school committee;
provided, that the number of working hours, days
or weeks so established shall not exceed, and the
number of hours, days or weeks of leave without
loss of pay shall not be less than, the number
prescribed by any general or special law applicable
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to such town or city on the first day of January,
nineteen hundred and fifty-two.
AddedbySt.l951,c. 798, § 5.
§ 2 IB. Personnel relations review board; es-
tablishment; purpose; "grievance",
defined
Any town by by-law adopted at an annual town
meeting, any city having a Plan D or Plan E char-
ter by ordinance adopted in accordance with the
provisions of its charter, and any other city by
ordinance approved by its mayor may establish a
personnel relations review board and may empow-
er such board to adjust the grievances of all em-
ployees of such town or city other than those
appointed by the school committee; provided, that
such a board, by such an adjustment, shall not
involve the city or town in an expenditure of money
in excess of the appropriation made for the use of
such board. As used in this section, the word
"grievance" shall be construed to mean any dis-
pute between an employee of a city or town and his
appointing authority arising out of an exercise of
administrative discretion by such authority under
the contract of employment between the employee
and the city or town, except a dispute concerning a
change in one or more of the terms of such con-
tract and except also a dispute which is, or upon
proper appeal would be, within the jurisdiction of
the civil service commission or the contributory
retirement appeal board. No ordinance establish-
ing in any city a personnel relations review board
required by this section to be approved by the
mayor of such city shall be amended except by
ordinance likewise approved.
Added by St. 195 5, c. 294.
§ 21C. Union conventions; leave of absence
An employee of a city or town which accepts this
section may be granted a leave of absence with pay
while attending a convention of an employee union
as an officer, delegate or alternate delegate.
Added by St. 1 963, c. 233.
§ 21C/£. Employees who are veterans; partic-
ipation in Veterans or Memorial
Day exercises; time off granted; ex-
ceptions
An employee of a city or town which accepts the
provisions of this section who is a veteran as de-
fined in clause Forty-third of section seven of chap-
ter four or is a member of a department of war
veterans listed in section seventeen of chapter
eight, and who desires to participate in a Veterans
Day or Memorial Day exercise, parade or service,
may be allowed and granted a reasonable and
sufficient period of time off from his duties to
attend and participate in such services or exercises.
This section shall not apply to employees whose
duties and services are critical and essential to the
public safety as determined by ordinance or by-law,
and the city or town may determine whether such
time shall be with or without pay.
Added by St. 1990, c. 503, § 2.
§ 2 ID. Noncriminal disposition of ordinance,
by-law, rule or regulation violations
Any city or town may by ordinance or by-law not
inconsistent with this section provide for non-crim-
inal disposition of violations of any ordinance or
by-law or any rule or regulation of any municipal
officer, board or department the violation of which
is subject to a specific penalty.
Any such ordinance or by-law shall provide that
any person taking cognizance of a violation of a
specific ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation
which he is empowered to enforce, hereinafter
referred to as the enforcing person, as an alterna-
tive to initiating criminal proceedings shall, or, if
so provided in such ordinance or by-law, may, give
to the offender a written notice to appear before
the clerk of the district court having jurisdiction
thereof at any time during office hours, not later
than twenty-one days after the date of such notice.
Such notice shall be in triplicate and shall contain
the name and address, if known, of the offender,
the specific offense charged, and the time and
place for his required appearance. Such notice
shall be signed by the enforcing person, and shall
be signed by the offender whenever practicable in
acknowledgment that such notice has been re-
ceived.
The enforcing person shall, if possible, deliver to
the offender a copy of said notice at the time and
place of the violation. If it is not possible to
deliver a copy of said notice to the offender at the
time and place of the violation, said copy shall be
mailed or delivered by the enforcing person, or by
his commanding officer or the head of his depart-
ment or by any person authorized by such com-
manding officer, department or head to the offend-
er's last known address, within fifteen days after
said violation. Such notice as so mailed shall be
deemed a sufficient notice, and a certificate of the
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person so mailing such notice that it has been
mailed in accordance with this section shall be
prima facie evidence thereof.
At or before the completion of each tour of duty,
or at the beginning of the first subsequent tour of
duty, the enforcing person shall give to his com-
manding officer or department head those copies
of each notice of such a violation he has taken
cognizance of during such tour which have not
already been delivered or mailed by him as afore-
said. Said commanding officer or department
head shall retain and safely preserve one copy and
shall, at a time not later than the next court day
after such delivery or mailing, deliver the other
copy to the clerk of the court before which the
offender has been notified to appear. The clerk of
each district court and of the Boston municipal
court shall maintain a separate docket of such
notices to appear.
Any person notified to appear before the clerk of
a district court as hereinbefore provided may so
appear and confess the offense charged, either per-
sonally or through a duly authorized agent or by
mailing to the city or town clerk of the municipality
within which the violation occurred together with
the notice such specific sum of money not exceed-
ing three hundred dollars as the town shall fix as
penalty for violation of the ordinance, by-law, rule
or regulation. Such payment shall if mailed be
made only by postal note, money order or check.
Upon receipt of such notice, the city or town clerk
shall forthwith notify the district court clerk of
such payment and the receipt by the district court
clerk of such notification shall operate as a final
disposition of the case. An appearance under this
paragraph shall not be deemed to be a criminal
proceeding. No person so notified to appear be-
fore the clerk of a district court shall be required to
report to any probation officer, and no record of
the case shall be entered in any probation records.
If any person so notified to appear desires to
contest the violation alleged in the notice to appear
and also to avail himself of the procedure estab-
lished pursuant to this section, he may, within
twenty-one days after the date of the notice, request
a hearing in writing. Such hearing shall be held
before a district court judge, clerk, or assistant
clerk, as the court shall direct, and if the judge,
clerk, or assistant clerk shall, after hearing, find
that the violation occurred and that it was commit-
ted by the person so notified to appear, the person
so notified shall be permitted to dispose of the case
by paying the specific sum of money fixed as a
penalty as aforesaid, or such lesser amount as the
judge, clerk or assistant clerk shall order, which
payment shall operate as a final disposition of the
case. If the judge, clerk, or assistant clerk shall,
alter hearing, find that violation alleged did not
occur or was not committed by the person notified
to appear, that finding shall be entered in the
docket, which shall operate as a final disposition of
the case. Proceedings held pursuant to this para-
graph shall not be deemed to be criminal proceed-
ings. No person disposing of a case by payment of
such a penalty shall be required to report to any
probation office as a result of such violation, nor
shall any record of the case be entered in the
probation records.
If any person so notified to appear before the
clerk of a district court fails to pay the fine provid-
ed hereunder within the time specified or, having
appeared, does not confess the offense before the
clerk or pay the sum of money fixed as a penalty
after a hearing and finding as provided in the
preceding paragraph, the clerk shall notify the en-
forcing person who issued the original notice, who
shall determine whether to apply for the issuance
of a complaint for the violation of the appropriate
ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation.
As used in this section the term "district court"
shall include, within the limits of their jurisdiction,
the municipal court of the city of Boston and the
divisions of the housing court department of the
trial court.
The notice to appear provided for herein shall be
printed in such form as the chief justice of the
municipal court of the city of Boston shall pre-
scribe for said court, and as the chief justice of the
district courts shall prescribe for the district courts.
Said notice may also include notice of violations
pursuant to section eleven C of chapter eighty-five,
section eighteen A of chapter ninety, section one
hundred and seventy-three A of chapter one hun-
dred and forty and section sixteen A of chapter two
hundred and seventy. Any fines imposed under the
provisions of this section shall enure to the city or
town for such use as said city or town may direct.
This procedure shall not be used for the enforce-
ment of municipal traffic rules and regulations.
Chapter ninety C shall be the exclusive method of
enforcement of municipal traffic rules and regula-
tions.
Added by St. 1977, c. 401, § 2. Amended by St. 1987, c.
609, §§ 1, 2; St.1988, c. 199, § 8; St.1989, c. 649, § 1;
St.1990, c. 470; St.1992, c. 133, § 370; St.1993, c. 182,
§ 4.
125
40 §21E MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
§ 2 IE. Municipal charges and bills; due dates;
interest
Any city or town may, by ordinance or by-law,
and any district by vote of the district meeting,
establish due dates for the payment of municipal
charges and bills, and may fix a rate at which
interest shall accrue if such charges remain unpaid
after such due dates; provided, however, that the
rate of interest shall not exceed the rate at which
interest may be charged on tax bills under the
provisions of section fifty-seven of chapter fifty-
nine.
Added by St. 1988, c. 42, § 1.
§ 22. Regulation of vehicles; penalties for vio-
lation; disabled veterans and handi-
capped persons excepted from parking
violations; taxicab licenses
Except as otherwise provided in section eighteen
of chapter ninety and subject, so far as applicable,
to section two of chapter eighty-five and sections
eight and nine of chapter eighty-nine, a city or
town may make ordinances or bylaws, or the board
of aldermen or the selectmen or the town council
may make rules and orders, for the regulation of
carriages and vehicles used therein, and may set
penalties for the violation thereof; and may set and
receive an annual fee for each license granted to a
person to use any such carriage or vehicle therein.
No such rule or order shall prohibit the use of
passenger or station wagon type motor vehicles
whose gross weight is less than five thousand
pounds and which are registered for commercial
use, on ways, parkways or boulevards where non-
commercial passenger-type motor vehicles are per-
mitted to operate. Such rules and orders shall not
take effect until they have been published at least
once in a newspaper published in the city, town or
county.
No penalty shall be imposed upon any disabled
veteran or handicapped person, whose vehicle
bears the distinctive number plates, or displays the
special parking identification plate authorized by
section two of chapter ninety or bears the official
identification of a handicapped person issued by
any other state, or any Canadian Province, for
parking such vehicle on any way for a longer
period of time than permitted by said ordinances,
by-laws, rules or orders.
Except in the counties of Dukes and Nantucket
every metered taxicab licensed under this section
shall have the name or the trade name of the
owner and the name of the city or town in which it
is licensed painted on the sides thereof in letters
not less than four inches high and one half inch
wide.
Amended by St.1949, c. 644, § 1; St.1955, c. 458, § 1;
St.1957, c. 417, § 1; St.1966, c. 273; St.1966, c. 566;
St.1967, c. 86; St.1968, c. 694, § 1; St.1980, c. 329,
§ 73A; St.1985, c. 632, § 2; St.1986, c. 251, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1847, c. 224, §§ 1,2.
St.1850, c. 275.
G.S.1860, c. 19, § 14.
PS. 1882, c. 28, § 25.
St.1885, c. 197.
R.L.1902.C. 25, § 24.
St. 1920, c. 591, § 9.
St.1928, c. 357, § 6.
§ 22A. Parking meters; fees; exemption from
fees for disabled veterans and handi-
capped persons; bicycle locking de-
vices; motorcycle parking; restricted
parking areas for veterans and handi-
capped persons
Any city or town, for the purpose of enforcing its
ordinances, by-laws and orders, rules and regula-
tions relating to the parking of vehicles on ways
within its control and subject to the provisions of
section two of chapter eighty-five, may appropriate
money for the acquisition, installation, mainte-
nance and operation of parking meters, or by vote
of the city council or of the town may authorize a
board or officer to enter into agreement for such
acquisition, installation or maintenance of parking
meters; provided, that the city of Boston, for the
purpose of enforcing the rules and regulations
adopted by its traffic and parking commission, or
promulgated by its commissioner of traffic and
parking, under chapter two hundred and sixty-
three of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
nine, may appropriate money for the acquisition,
installation, maintenance and operation of parking
meters, or, by vote of the city council of said city,
subject to the provisions of its charter, may author-
ize the traffic and parking commission of said city
to enter into agreements for the acquisition, instal-
lation or maintenance of parking meters. An
agreement for the acquisition or installation of
parking meters may provide that payments there-
under shall be made over a period not exceeding
five years without appropriation, from fees re-
ceived for the use of such parking meters notwith-
standing the provisions of section fifty-three of
chapter forty-four. Such fees shall be established
and charged at such rates that the revenue there-
from shall not exceed in the aggregate the neces-
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sary expenses incurred by such city or town for the
acquisition, installation, maintenance and opera-
tion of parking meters and the regulation of park-
ing and other traffic activities incident thereto. No
fee shall be exacted and no penalty shall be im-
posed for the parking of any vehicle owned and
driven by a disabled veteran or by a handicapped
person and bearing the distinctive number plates
authorized by section two of chapter ninety, or for
any vehicle transporting a handicapped person and
displaying the special parking identification plate
authorized by said section two of said chapter
ninety or for any vehicle bearing the official identi-
fication of a handicapped person issued by any
other state or any Canadian Province. Any city or
town may, in accordance with the provisions of
this section, acquire and operate coin-operated
locking devices for bicycle parking. A city or town
may, in accordance with the provisions of this
section, authorize the parking of more than one
motorcycle in a single parking space and may
impose a penalty for the full amount of a violation
of an ordinance, by-law, order, rule or regulation
related to the parking of vehicles on ways within its
control and subject to section 2 of chapter 85 for
each motorcycle so parked in violation of any such
ordinance, by-law, order, rule or regulation. No
motorcycle shall be parked in such a manner so as
to inhibit the means of egress of another motorcy-
cle currently parked in the same parking space.
Any city or town acting under this section shall
further regulate the parking of vehicles on ways
within its said control by restricting certain areas
thereon for the parking of any vehicle owned and
driven by a disabled veteran or handicapped per-
son whose vehicle bears the distinctive number
plates authorized by section two of chapter ninety
or for any vehicle transporting a handicapped per-
son and displaying the special parking identifica-
tion plate authorized by said section two of said
chapter ninety, or for any vehicle bearing the offi-
cial identification of a handicapped person issued
by any other state, or any Canadian Province, or by
prohibiting the parking or standing of any vehicles
in such a manner as to obstruct any curb ramp
designed for use by handicapped persons. Parking
spaces designated as restricted under this para-
graph shall be identified by the use of above-grade
signs with white lettering against a blue back-
ground and shall bear the words "Handicapped
Parking: Special Plate Required. Unauthorized
Vehicles May be Removed at Owner's Expense".
The spaces shall be as near as possible to a build-
ing entrance or walkway, shall be adjacent to curb
ramps or other unobstructed methods permitting
sidewalk access to a handicapped person and shall
be at least 8 feet wide, not including the cross
hatch access aisle as defined by the architectural
access board established in section 13A of chapter
22. If parking spaces designated as restricted un-
der this paragraph are made temporarily unavail-
able due to a construction project or other planned
event, the city or town shall ensure that the nearest
available nonreserved parking space, if any, shall
be temporarily designated as restricted under this
paragraph. The cost of acquisition, installation
and maintenance and operation of any signs or
other regulatory devices used to designate such
restricted areas shall be considered as a necessary
expense for the regulation of parking and shall be
paid from appropriations authorized by this sec-
tion. Any such ordinance, by-law, order, rule or
regulation promulgated pursuant to this paragraph
shall contain a penalty of not less than $100 nor
more than $300 and shall provide for the removal
of a vehicle in accordance with section 22D. This
penalty shall not be a surchargeable offense under
section 1 13B of chapter 175.
Added by St. 1947, c. 442, § 1. Amended bv St. 1949, c.
644, § 2; St.1952, c. 592; St.1955, c. 458, § 2; St.1957,
c. 417, §§ 2, 3; St.1962, c. 338, § 16; St.1973, c. 183,
§ 1; St.1977, c. 648; St.1979, c. 260; St.1981, c. 644,
§ 2; St.1985, c. 632, §§ 3, 4; St.1986, c. 251, §§ 3, 4;
St.1987, c. 183; St.1990, c. 326, §§ 2, 3; St.1992, c. 133,
§371; St.2000, c. 90; St.2000, c. 384, § 10; St.2008, c.
76, § 3, eff. July 9, 2008.
§ 22B. Acquisition and maintenance of off-
street parking areas; conditions; ex-
ceptions
Any city or town having installed parking meters
or coin-operated locking devices for bicycle park-
ing may acquire off-street parking areas and facili-
ties by purchase, gift, eminent domain under chap-
ter seventy-nine or chapter eighty A, by lease not to
exceed five years, or otherwise, and may pay for
such acquisition or lease, including the cost of
policing, constructing or reconstructing, surfacing,
operating and maintaining such areas and facili-
ties, and including any debt together with interest
thereon incurred for such acquisition, in whole or
in part and pay for the removal of architectural
barriers in public facilities in accordance with the
provisions of section thirteen A of chapter twenty-
two, from any receipts from said parking meters or
such devices and may in each year transfer or pay
into its general funds from said receipts a sum or
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sums in lieu of taxes for the year in question upon
the average assessed valuation of said areas and
facilities for the three years immediately prior to
the date of said acquisition, determined by multi-
plying each one thousand dollars of such average
valuation or fraction thereof by the tax rate set for
said city or town for that year; provided, that the
off-street parking areas and facilities are located
not more than six hundred feet from a building in
which the principal activity is business, commer-
cial, manufacturing or industrial in character, and
which building is in a business, commercial, manu-
facturing or industrial zone, but is not more than
six hundred feet from the nearest parking meter of
any group of not less than thirty parking meters
approved by the department of highways, or are
located not more than six hundred feet from a
public beach area.
Added by St. 1949, c. 776. Amended by St. 1953, c. 92;
St.1959, c. 270; St.1964, c. 20; St.1964, c. 122; St.1973,
c. 183, § 2; St. 1977, c. 689; St.1981, c. 644, § 3;
St.1987, c. 420; St.1991, c. 552, § 29.
§ 22C. Off-street parking lots; installation of
parking meters and other devices
Any city or town, having installed parking meters
or coin-operated locking devices for bicycle park-
ing under the provisions of section twenty-two A,
may install parking meters in municipally owned
or leased off-street parking lots and other devices
for controlling such off-street parking lots, and may
use any receipts from parking meters and other
devices so installed for the purpose of purchase or
lease of additional parking lots, the care and main-
tenance of the same, and in general for any traffic
control or traffic safety purposes, including pay-
ment for public liability coverage in connection
with the use of said municipally owned or leased
parking lots.
Added by St. 1951, c. 326. Amended by St. 1960, c. 449;
St. 1967, c. 38; St.1973, c. 183, § 3.
§ 22D. Vehicles parked in violation of law; re-
moval
In a city or town which accepts this section, as
hereinafter provided, the city council or board of
selectmen, or if, in any city or town, some other
board or commission is empowered to establish
traffic regulations, such other board or commis-
sion, may adopt, amend, alter or repeal rules and
regulations, with such limitations, if any, as may be
deemed proper, authorizing the chief officer of the
police department or such sergeants or other offi-
cers of higher rank in the police department as he
may from time to time designate, to remove, to
some convenient place through the agency of a
person or persons in the employ of the police
department or by an independent contractor select-
ed in accordance with law, by-law, or ordinance,
on the basis of competitive bids, any vehicle parked
or standing on any part of any way under the
control of the municipality in such a manner as to
obstruct any curb ramp designed for use by handi-
capped persons as means of egress to a street or
public way, or to occupy or obstruct any parking
space reserved for a vehicle used by a disabled
veteran or handicapped person whose vehicle
bears the distinguishing license plate, or displays
the special parking identification plate authorized
by section two of chapter ninety, or bears the
official identification of a handicapped person is-
sued by any other state, or any Canadian Province,
or to impede in any way the removal or plowing of
snow or ice or in violation of any rule or regulation
which prohibits the parking or standing of all vehi-
cles on such ways or portions thereof at such time
and recites that whoever violates it shall be liable
to charges for the removal and storage of the
vehicles as well as subject to punishment by fine.
Vehicles owned by the commonwealth or a politi-
cal subdivision thereof or by the United States or
any instrumentality thereof or registered by a mem-
ber of a foreign diplomatic corps or by a foreign
consular officer who is not a citizen of the United
States and bearing a distinctive number plate or
otherwise conspicuously marked as so owned or
registered, shall not, however, be subject to such
removal. Regulations and such signs as may be
necessary shall be subject to the provisions of sec-
tion two of chapter eighty-five. Liability may be
imposed for the reasonable cost of such removal,
and for the storage charges, if any, resulting there-
from, upon the owner of such vehicle; provided,
however, that the liability so imposed for removal
shall not exceed the maximum rate established by
the department of telecommunications and energy
under authority of section six B of chapter one
hundred and fifty-nine B, and that the liability so
imposed for storage shall not exceed the maximum
rate established under the provisions of section six
B of chapter one hundred and fifty-nine B. Neither
the removal nor storage of a vehicle under the
provisions of this section shall be deemed to be
services rendered or work performed by the munic-
ipality or the police department of such municipali-
ty. The contractor shall be liable to the owner of
such vehicle for any damage caused to it arising
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out of negligence in the course of such removal and
storage. This section shall take effect in a city
having a Plan D or Plan E charter by the affirma-
tive vote of a majority of all the members of the city
council, and, in the case of other cities by vote of
the city council, subject to the provisions of the
charter, and in a town by vote of a town meeting.
Acceptance may be revoked in like manner at any
time after the expiration of one year from the date
of acceptance.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to
the city of Boston.
Added by St. 1961, c. 322. Amended by St. 1968, c. 369;
St. 1971, c. 438; St. 1981, c. 644, § 4; St.1982, c. 333,
§ 1; St. 1985, c. 632, § 5; St.1986, c. 251, § 5; St.1989,
c. 267, §§ 1, 2; St.1997, c. 164, § 63.
§ 22E. Lease of air space above structures and
facilities
Whenever the board or officer having charge of a
structure or facility owned by a city or town, and
not within the limits of playgrounds or lands held
for park, conservation or similar purposes whether
acquired under general or special law and irre-
spective of the date of acquisition, determines that
the whole or any part of the airspace above such
structure or facility is not required for the purposes
thereof, such board or officer shall publish once a
week for at least three consecutive weeks in a
newspaper of general circulation in such city or
town an advertisement of such determination, iden-
tifying the structure or facility involved. Such ad-
vertisement shall invite sealed proposals for the
leasing of such airspace for a term not exceeding
ninety-nine years and for the construction of a
building therein pursuant to basic drawings and
outline specifications to be submitted with such
proposal. Such advertisement shall also fix a time,
not less than three months after the first publica-
tion of such advertisement, and specify a place, at
which time and place such board or officer shall
publicly open and read such sealed proposals.
Any provision of general or special law to the
contrary notwithstanding, the city manager in the
case of a city having a Plan D or Plan E charter,
when authorized thereto by an affirmative vote of a
majority of the city council, the mayor in the case
of any other city, when authorized thereto by ma-
jority vote of the city council, and the selectmen in
the case of a town, when authorized thereto by vote
of the town at a town meeting, may lease, in
accordance with whichever of the proposals so
submitted is deemed most advantageous to such
city or town, the whole or any part of the airspace
determined as aforesaid to be not required for the
purposes of such structure or facility and such
parts of such structure or facility or the site thereof
as may be necessary for structural supports and
means of ingress and egress to and from the build-
ing to be erected in such airspace. Buildings and
other things erected or affixed pursuant to the lease
of any such airspace shall be taxed to the lessee
thereof or his assigns in the same manner and to
the same extent as if such lessee or his assigns
were the owners of the land in fee and the value of
the land shall be included in any such assessment.
Added by St. 1962, c. 796. Amended by St. 1963, c. 147;
St.1969, c. 815, §§ 1,2.
§ 22F. License fees; service charges; accep-
tance of section
Any municipal board or officer empowered to
issue a license, permit, certificate, or to render a
service or perform work for a person or class of
persons, may, from time to time, fix reasonable lees
for all such licenses, permits, or certificates issued
pursuant to statutes or regulations wherein the
entire proceeds of the fee remain with such issuing
city or town, and may fix reasonable charges to be
paid for any services rendered or work performed
by the city or town or any department thereof, for
any person or class of persons; provided, however,
that in the case of a board or officer appointed by
an elected board, the fixing of such fee shall be
subject to the review and approval of such elected
board.
A fee or charge imposed pursuant to this section
shall supersede fees or charges already in effect,
or any limitations on amounts placed thereon for
the same service, work, license, permit or certifi-
cate; provided, however, that this section shall not
supersede the provisions of sections 31 to 77, in-
clusive, of chapter 6A, chapter 80, chapter 83,
chapter 138, sections 121 to 13 IN, inclusive, of
chapter 140 or section 10A of chapter 148. The
provisions of this section shall not apply to any
certificate, service or work required by chapters
fifty to fifty-six, inclusive, or by chapter sixty-six.
The fee or charge being collected immediately pri-
or to acceptance of this section for any license,
permit, certificate service or work will be utilized
until a new fee or charge is fixed under this sec-
tion.
The provisions of this section may be accepted in
a city by a vote of the city council, with the approv-
al of the mayor if so required by law, and in a town
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by vote of the town meeting, or by vote of the town
council in towns with no town meeting.
Added by St.1991, c. 138, § 123. Amended by St.1995, c.
42; St. 1996, c. 454, § 1; St. 1998, c. 180, § 3.
§ 22G. Funds received from fines for handicap
parking violations; deposits in ac-
count; expenditures
Any city or town which has accepted the provi-
sions of section eight J is hereby authorized to
allocate all funds received from fines assessed for
violations of handicap parking in said city or town
to the commission on disabilities.
Funds so received shall be deposited by the city
or town treasurer in a separate account and shall
be used solely for the benefit of persons with dis-
abilities. Said account shall be established by the
city or town treasurer and shall be kept separate
and apart from all other monies. Expenditures
from said account, including accrued interest, if
any, shall be made upon the recommendation of
the commission on disabilities in accordance with
the accepted procedures of the city or town for the
disbursement of funds, including the approval of
the mayor and city council or the town manager or
board of selectmen. The city or town accountant
shall submit annually a report of said account to
the mayor and city council or the town manager
and board of selectmen for review and a copy of
said report shall be forwarded to the bureau of
accounts.
Added by St. 1992, c. 241.
§ 23. Powers of cities; regulation of erection
and maintenance of balustrades; penal-
ty for violation
A city council may make rules and regulations
for the erection and maintenance of balustrades or
other projections upon the roofs or sides of build-
ings therein, with penalties for the violation thereof
of not more than twenty dollars for each offence;
but no such rule or regulation shall take effect until
sixty days after its publication in a newspaper
published in the city or in the county where the city
is situated.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1848, c. 278.
G.S.1860, c. 19, § 13.
P.S.1882, c. 28, § 24.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 38.
§ 24. Powers of cities; regulation of the quality
of ice; penalty for violation
A city may make ordinances to secure the inspec-
tion of ice sold therein and to prevent the sale of
impure ice, and affix penalties of not more than
twenty dollars for each violation thereof.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1895, c. 338.
R.L.1902, c. 26, 18.
§§ 25 to 30B. Repealed, 1954, 368, Sec. 1
§ 31. Powers of towns; performance of duty
imposed by by-laws
If a town by-law imposes a duty and affixes a
penalty for the neglect or violation thereof, it may
also provide that upon such neglect or violation the
duty may be performed by officers therein named,
at the expense of the person liable to perform the
same; and such expense, to an amount not exceed-
ing the penalty, may be recovered in contract by
the town.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1855, c. 287.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 13.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 20.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 25.
§ 32. Validation of by-laws; procedure
Except to the extent that a zoning by-law may
take effect as provided in section five of chapter
forty A, before a by-law takes effect it shall be
approved by the attorney general or ninety days
shall have elapsed without action by the attorney
general after the clerk of the town in which a by-
law has been adopted has submitted to the attorney
general a certified copy of such by-law with a
request for its approval, a statement clearly ex-
plaining the proposed by-law, including maps and
plans if necessary, and adequate proof that all of
the procedural requirements for the adoption of
such by-law have been complied with. Such re-
quest and proof shall be submitted by the town
clerk within thirty days after final adjournment of
the town meeting at which such by-law was
adopted. If the town clerk fails to so submit such
request and proof within such thirty days, the se-
lectmen, within fifteen days thereafter, may submit
a certified copy of such by-law with a request for
its approval, a statement explaining the proposed
by-law, including maps and plans, if necessary, and
adequate proof that all procedural requirements for
the adoption of such by-law has been complied
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with. If the attorney general does not, within said
ninety days, request of such town clerk in writing
further proof of such compliance stating specifical-
ly wherein such proof is inadequate, it shall be
presumed that the proof submitted was adequate.
If the attorney general disapproves a by-law he
shall give notice to the town clerk of the town in
which the by-law was adopted of his disapproval,
with his reasons therefor. If a by-law of a town
takes effect by reason of the failure of the attorney
general to seasonably act upon a request for its
approval, the clerk of such town shall enter in his
records a statement that the by-law has become
effective by reason of such failure of the attorney
general to act. Before a by-law or an amendment
thereto takes effect it shall also be published in a
town bulletin or pamphlet, copies of which shall be
posted in at least five public places in the town;
and if the town is divided into precincts, copies
shall be posted in one or more public places in
each precinct of the town; or instead of such
publishing in a town bulletin or pamphlet and such
posting, copies thereof may be published at least
twice at least one week apart in a newspaper of
general circulation in the town. The publication of
a zoning by-law shall include a statement that
claims of invalidity by reason of any defect in the
procedure of adoption or amendment may only be
made within ninety days of such posting or of the
second publication and a statement indicating
where copies of such by-law may be examined and
obtained. The requirements of publishing in a
town bulletin or pamphlet and posting, or publish-
ing in one or more newspapers, as above, may be
dispensed with if notice of the by-laws is given by
delivering a copy thereof at every occupied dwell-
ing or apartment in the town, and affidavits of the
persons delivering the said copies, filed with the
town clerk, shall be conclusive evidence of proper
notice hereunder. This section shall not apply to
cities.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding
paragraph, if the attorney general finds there to be
any defect in the procedure of adoption or amend-
ment of any zoning by-law relating to form or
content of the notice of the planning board hearing
prescribed in section 5 of chapter 40A, or to the
manner or dates on which said notice is mailed,
posted or published as required by said section 5,
then instead of disapproving the by-law or amend-
ment because of any such defect, the attorney gen-
eral may proceed under the provisions of this para-
graph. If the attorney general so elects, written
notice shall be sent to the town clerk within a
reasonable time setting forth with specificity the
procedural defect or delects found, including a
form of notice thereof, whereupon the running of
the 90-day period provided for the attorney gener-
al's review pursuant to this section shall be sus-
pended. The town clerk shall forthwith post the
notice in a conspicuous place in the town hall for a
period of not less than 14 days, and shall publish it
once in a newspaper of general circulation in the
town. The notice shall state that any resident, the
owner of any real property in the town, or any
other party entitled to notice of the planning board
hearing, who claims that any such defect was mis-
leading or was otherwise prejudicial may, within
21 days of the publication, file with the town clerk
a written notice so stating and setting forth the
reasons supporting that claim. Forthwith after the
expiration of said 2 1 days, the town clerk shall
submit to the attorney general either (a) a certifi-
cate stating that no claim was filed within the 2 1
day period, or (b) a certificate stating that one or
more claims were filed together with copies there-
of. Upon receipt of the town clerk's certificate, the
90-day period provided for the attorney general's
review pursuant to this section shall resume; but if
the expiration of the 90-day period is less than ten
days from the date on which the town clerk's
certificate was received, then the review period
shall be extended to the tenth day following such
receipt. If no claim was made, the attorney gener-
al may waive any such defect; but, if any claim is
made then the attorney general may not waive any
such defect. However, by not filing a claim under
this paragraph, a person shall not be deprived of
the right to assert a claim of invalidity arising out
of any possible defect in the procedure of adoption
or amendment as provided in this section and in
section 5 of chapter 40A.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the first para-
graph of this section, the attorney general and the
town counsel may, by an agreement in writing
setting forth the reasons therefor and filed with the
town clerk before the end of the 90-day period,
extend the 90-day period provided for the attorney
general's review pursuant to this section for not
more than an additional 90 days.
Amended by St.1933, c. 185, § 1; St.1941, c. 520, § 1;
St.1952, c. 337; St.1967, c. 97; St.1967, c. 308; St.1975,
c. 808, § 1; SU981.C. 38; St.2000, c. 299.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1692-3, c. 28, § 5.
St. 1695-6, c. 9, § 5.
Sl.1785, c. 75, § 7.
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R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 13, 15.
St. 1847, c. 166.
St.1855, c. 222, §§ 1,2.
St.1857, c. 82.
G.S.I 860, c. 18, §§ 14, 16.
P.S.1882, c. 21, §§ 21,23.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 26.
St. 1904, c. 344, §§ 1,2.
St.1905, c. 144.
St.1919, c. 275.
§ 32A. Publication of ordinances
The provisions in the charter of a city which
accepts this section by vote of its city council,
requiring newspaper advertising of certain ordi-
nances and proposed ordinances shall, in case of
any ordinance or proposed ordinance, or codifica-
tion thereof, exceeding in length eight octavo pages
of ordinary book print, be deemed to be complied
with if the same is published by the city council in
a municipal bulletin or printed pamphlet, but oth-
erwise in conformity with said provisions, except
for zoning ordinances or amendments thereto, a
summary of which shall be published at least two
times in a newspaper of general circulation in the
city. The publication of such zoning summaries
shall include a statement indicating where copies
of the ordinance may be examined and obtained
and a statement that claims of invalidity by reason
of any defect in the procedure of adoption may
only be made within ninety days after the posting
or the second publication.
Amended by St.1975, c. 808, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1929, c. 369.
§ 32B. Publication of compilations of zoning
ordinances; supplements; distribu-
tion and sale
A city or town may from time to time publish,
distribute or sell compilations of zoning ordinances
or by-laws and amendments thereto, certified by
the city or town clerk, and effective as of a speci-
fied date. The compilations and supplements
thereto may include zoning maps and subdivision
control, public health, safety and other land use
control and environmental quality laws, ordi-
nances, by-laws, regulations, rules, and orders, no-
tices of hearings on proposed and pending amend-
ments which, if adopted, would affect construction
begun after the notice of hearing, and claims of
invalidity of ordinances or by-laws filed with the
clerk, all in such manner as to permit public offi-
cials, owners, purchasers, mortgagees of property
and others to ascertain the zoning pending or ap-
plicable to property at any time.
Zoning maps may, in addition to showing bound-
aries, also identify historic or architectural districts
for which special certificates or permits may be
required, certified historical landmarks or places,
land publicly owned, designated as wetlands or
subject to wetlands regulations, land subject to
conservation or preservation restrictions under
chapter one hundred and eighty-four, and other
land use or environmental quality control informa-
tion.
The city or town clerk may arrange for the distri-
bution of such compilations and supplements
thereto to city, town, county, regional and state
public offices, and for the public sale of such com-
pilations and supplements thereto at appropriate
places, at a price not to exceed the estimated cost
of preparation, publication, distribution and sale.
The director of housing and community develop-
ment and registers of deeds may assist the clerk in
such distribution. Said director may suggest
guidelines for such compilations and supplements
thereto, procedures for verifying the text of zoning
enactments and the accuracy of zoning maps, re-
quire a copy of each zoning compilation, supple-
ment and map, and may also assist in the prepara-
tion, publication, distribution and sale of such
compilations and supplements thereto.
Added by St. 1973, c. 602, § 1. Amended by St. 1998, c.
161, § 252.
§ 33. Rules and regulations promulgated by
town boards; filing
A copy of all rules and regulations made by town
boards or officers for which a penalty is provided
by law shall be filed with town clerk within ten
days after they take effect.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 591, § 4.
§ 34. Town; erection and maintenance of lock-
up; penalty for noncompliance
Each town containing more than five thousand
inhabitants shall, and any town may, maintain a
secure and convenient lockup to which persons
arrested without a warrant may be committed; and
a magistrate may commit, for further examination,
a prisoner charged with a bailable offence and not
recognizing, to the lockup in the town where the
prisoner was arrested or to the lockup in a town
where the court is held, if he considers it safe and
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commodious and that expense may be saved there-
by. If a town neglects to provide and maintain a
lockup as herein required, it shall forfeit ten dollars
for each month during which such neglect contin-
ues.
For the purposes of this section, the word "main-
tain" shall include the provision of any prescribed
medication and nutritionally adequate meals to a
person committed to such lockup. Compliance
with this section shall be enforced pursuant to
section twenty-one of chapter one hundred and
eleven.
Amended by St. 1985, c. 240; St. 1989, c. 493.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1862, c. 216, § 16.
St.1873, c. 175, § 3.
St. 1876, c. 159, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 27. §§ 32,35.
R.L.I 902, c. 25, §§ 39,42.
St. 1918, c. 291, § 5.
§ 35. Keeper; appointment; oath; penalty for
failure to appoint keeper
The mayor of each city, except Boston, and in
Boston the police commissioner, and the selectmen
of each town required to maintain a lockup shall
annually, by a writing recorded with the town
clerk, appoint a keeper of the lockup, who shall
have the care and custody thereof and of persons
committed thereto. He shall accept the appoint-
ment within three days after notice thereof, shall be
sworn and shall hold office for one year unless
sooner removed. If the selectmen neglect to ap-
point a keeper, each selectman shall forfeit ten
dollars for each month during which such neglect
continues; and if the mayor, except in Boston, or
in Boston the police commissioner, neglects for
three months to appoint a keeper, he shall forfeit
thirty dollars and ten dollars additional for each
subsequent month of such neglect.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1873, c. 175, §§ 1,3.
St.1881, c. 136, § 7.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 33, 35; c. 28, § 27.
St.1885, c. 323, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 25, §§ 40, 42; c. 26, § 40.
St.1906, c. 291, § 10.
§ 36. Keeper; powers; compensation; fees
Such keeper shall have the power of a police
officer and shall receive the compensation to be
fixed by the selectmen upon his appointment. For
the expenses of detention and support of each
person committed, shown by the officer's return to
have been actually detained in the lockup, there
may be charged upon the precept, if any, and paid
to the town, not more than fifty dollars for each
day or fraction thereof.
Amended by St.1956, c. 176; St.1971, c. 81; St.1987, c.
209.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1862, c. 216, § 17.
St.1873, c. 175, § 2.
St.1876, c. 159, § 2.
S.t.l881,c. 69.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 34.
St. 1890, c. 166.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 41.
§ 36A. Report of death or suicide of lockup
inmates; records of attempts at, or
threats of, suicide
Whenever a person is in police custody and com-
mits suicide or dies at a lockup facility established
pursuant to the provisions of section thirty-four of
chapter forty, or under the jurisdiction of the met-
ropolitan police, or whenever a person in police
custody inflicts self-injury at a lockup facility which
subsequently results in his death, the officer in
charge of the lockup facility shall make a report of
such incident, identifying the deceased and describ-
ing the circumstances of such death. One copy of
said report shall be sent, within seven days of such
death, together with copies of any incident pertain-
ing thereto to the medical examiner's office in the
county wherein such incident occurred, and one
copy of said report shall be retained in the lockup
files. Said report shall be in addition to the re-
quirement of notification pursuant to section six of
chapter thirty-eight.
Upon receipt for said reports, the medical exam-
iner may send a copy, together with a copy of
each incident report, autopsy reports and medical
examiner's reports, upon request, to the next of
kin of the deceased person. Upon request for said
reports by the next of kin of the deceased, the
medical examiner shall furnish said reports within
fourteen days of the request. If an autopsy is per-
formed, the next of kin may have a physician of
his own choice present. The next of kin may
waive this right in writing, or, if next of kin fails
to designate a physician within forty-eight hours of
the death, the right will be considered waived.
Whenever a person in police custody attempts or
threatens suicide at a lockup facility, the officer in
charge of the lockup shall, within twenty-four
hours of such incident, record in the department of
criminal justice information services computer the
name, address, and the age of such person, the
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charge or reason for such detention and the nature
and date of said attempt or threat. Such informa-
tion shall be made part of the criminal offender
record information system. It shall be disseminat-
ed only to those agencies and offices authorized
under section one hundred and seventy-two of
chapter six.
Whenever a person in police custody attempts or
threatens suicide at a lockup facility and said per-
son is transferred to another lockup facility, the
officer in charge shall notify in writing the receiv-
ing lockup facility of the exact nature of said at-
tempt or threat.
Added by St. 1984, c. 456, § 1. Amended by St. 1996, c.
151, § 189; St.2010, c. 256, § 57, eff. Nov. 4, 2010.
§ 36B. Cells; protective coverings, electronic
audio systems and electronic security
devices
Each cell utilized for the detention of persons
within a city, town, or state lockup facility which is
under the jurisdiction of a local police department
or the state police shall have a protective covering
of high-impact, transparent wall facing. Such pro-
tective covering shall cover all bar structures acces-
sible to such detained persons. Adequate ventila-
tion shall be provided to persons detained in the
cell.
At least one such cell within such lockup facility
shall have installed within it, but beyond the access
of any person detained within such cell, an elec-
tronic audio system whereby a police officer or
other lockup personnel at the duty desk within
such lockup facility is brought within audible range
of such cell; provided, however, that no such elec-
tronic audio system is required to be installed if at
least one such cell within such lockup facility is
within audible range of the duty desk without elec-
tronic assistance.
Each occupied cell within such a lockup facility
should be physically or visibly checked by a law
enforcement officer or other lockup personnel as
often as is required by a reasonable standard of
care of detainees.
Every lockup facility shall have installed within
the cell area an electronic security device which
will record the date and time of day of each cell
check made by a law enforcement officer or other
lockup personnel. All checks made shall be re-
corded on such electronic security device.
Added by St. 1984, c. 456, § 1. Amended by St. 1985, c.
208, § 1; St.1987, c. 303, § 38; St.1991, c. 412, § 46;
St.1992, c. 286, § 115.
§ 36C. Police; training in suicide detection, in-
tervention and prevention
All members of municipal police departments,
and all uniformed members of the state police shall
be trained in the detection, intervention and pre-
vention of suicide. Said training shall include
training in the nature and symptomatology of sui-
cide, training in communicating with suicidal de-
tainees, and training in appropriate suicide preven-
tion techniques and emergency procedures. Said
training shall be approved and coordinated by the
municipal police training committee, and shall be
included in the curriculum of all police training
schools and academies, including the state police
academy.
In-service training shall be provided for police
officers having previous basic recruit training.
Shift commanders shall complete such training
within one year of the passage of this act, and all
other officers shall complete such training within
three years of the passage of this act. Completion
of a refresher seminar in suicide prevention shall
be a condition of promotion for all police officers
affected by the provisions of this act.
All lockup facilities established pursuant to sec-
tion thirty-four of chapter forty, or under the juris-
diction of the state police, shall establish written
procedures to be followed in any situation which
threatens or may threaten the safety of persons
detained therein.
Added by St. 1984, c. 456, § 1. Amended by St.1991, c.
412, §§ 47, 47C; St.2002, c. 196, § 16.
§ 37. Accessibility of lockup to police; penalty
for refusing access
Such lockups shall at all reasonable hours be
accessible to the state police, sheriffs, constables
and police officers for any legal and proper use;
and a keeper thereof neglecting to keep it so acces-
sible, or refusing to said officers the use of the
same, shall be punished by a fine of not less than
five nor more than twenty dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1873, c. 175, § 4.
St. 1879, c. 305, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 36.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 43.
§ 37A. Curfews; imposition; penalties
The mayor of any city other than a city having a
Plan D or Plan E form of charter, the city manager
of a city having a Plan D or Plan E charter, and the
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selectmen of a town, hereinafter called the city or
town official, may, if satisfied that a riot or other
form of civil disorder is occurring or there is a
danger that it may occur, and that a curfew is
necessary for the public safety in such city or town,
impose a curfew in all or part or parts of such city
or town. Such curfew shall be imposed by a
formal proclamation of the existence or threat of
riot or other form of civil disturbance in the city or
town and the need of a curfew to protect the public
safety. Said proclamation shall be in writing and
shall set forth all the conditions of such curfew.
No curfew shall take effect until two hours after the
issuance of the proclamation declaring the imposi-
tion of such curfew.
Such curfew may restrict or prohibit the move-
ment or presence of persons, vehicles and animals
in or on public ways and places, including areas to
which the public has a right of access, and also
places of amusement and entertainment, vacant
lots and other open areas, provided that reasonable
exceptions are made for all persons having busi-
ness of an emergency nature which requires the
use of public ways. When such curfew is imposed,
the city or town official shall immediately use all
reasonable and practicable means to inform all
persons in such city or town of such curfew and its
conditions, such as by the conspicuous posting of
notices in public places, announcement by sound-
powered voice or other such device, publication in
newspapers of general circulation in such city or
town and announcement over radio and television
stations serving such city or town. While such
curfew is in effect, its terms may be modified in
am manner not inconsistent with this action by
proclamation of said officials; provided, that two
hours advance notice shall be given and that such
modifications are publicized in the manner re-
quired in this section.
The city council or the town meeting, as the case
may be, shall have the authority to revoke or modi-
fy and such curfew. Any curfew imposed by a citv
or town official under this section shall, unless
sooner terminated bv proclamation of said city or
town official or by action of the city council or the
town meeting or by the governor as hereinafter
provided, terminate seventy-two hours from the
hour it takes effect. Upon the termination of such
curfew, additional curfews may be imposed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this section.
The governor, acting under chapter six hundred
and thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
fifty, as amended, or any other law granting him
special powers during periods of emergency, may
modify or revoke any curfew imposed under this
section.
Any person knowing or having reason to know of
such curfew who violates any conditions thereof
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more
than six months or a fine of not more than five
hundred dollars, or both. Such person may be
arrested without a warrant and kept in custody for
not more than twenty-four hours, Sundays and
holidays excepted, at or before the expiration of
which time he shall be taken before a proper court
or magistrate and proceeded against according to
law.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit
01 supersede the power of cities and towns to
impose curfews by appropriate ordinances or by-
laws.
Added by St. 1968, c. 563.
§ 38. Purchase, development and use of public
water supply
A city, by a two thirds vote of its city council,
ratified by a majority of the voters thereof at an
election called for the purpose, or a town, by action
of its selectmen, ratified by a majority of its voters
present and voting thereon at a town meeting at
which the voting list shall be used, may, for the
purpose of supplying water to itself and its inhabit-
ants, purchase of any municipal or other corpora-
tion the right to take water from its sources of
supply or from its pipes; or may purchase its
whole water rights, estates, franchises and privi-
leges, and thereby become entitled to all its rights
and privileges and subject to all its duties and
liabilities; or, by its board of water commissioners
or officers performing like duties, may contract
with any such corporation for a supply of water.
Any municipal corporation, by its water depart-
ment, may make such a sale or enter into such a
contract to supply water to a city or town.
A city or town having a water supply or water
distributing system may develop and use any
source of water supply within its limits, not already
appropriated for purposes of public water supply,
and for such purpose may proceed under any laws
applicable to such system as though the authority
granted hereby had been contained in such laws;
provided, that no source of water supply and no
lands necessary for protecting and preserving the
purity of the water shall be taken or used without
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first obtaining the advice and approval of the de-
partment of environmental protection.
Nothing in this section shall be construed as
authorizing any city, town, or political subdivision
which derives any part of its water supply from the
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority, except
in case of emergency, to use for water in contra-
vention of any provision of the Massachusetts Wa-
ter Resources Authority Act, and no such city,
town, political subdivision nor any water company
therein shall purchase water, except in case of
emergency, from any municipality without written
permission to do so by the said Authority.
Amended by St.1938, c. 172, § 2; St.1941, c. 465, § 1;
St.1975, c. 706, § 90; St.1984, c. 372, § 35; St.1990, c.
177, § 99.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1870, c. 93, §§ 1, 5.
St.1873, c. 255.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 27, 31; c. 28, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 25, §§ 31, 34; c. 26, § 5.
§ 39. Conveying water through another town;
liability for damages
If the water is conveyed through another town,
pipes may be laid through any public ways therein
which the board of aldermen or selectmen thereof
may designate; and the town laying such pipes
shall be liable for damages caused thereby.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1870, c. 93, § 4.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 30.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 33.
§ 39A. Water supply or distributing system;
establishment; maintenance and op-
eration; exception
A town, by a majority of its voters present and
voting thereon at a town meeting at which the
voting list shall be used, may establish a water
supply or water distributing system and maintain
and operate the same, in accordance with sections
thirty-nine B to thirty-nine G, inclusive; but no
such system shall be established to supply water in
any town while the inhabitants of any part thereof
are being served directly by a water company or a
water supply district, water district, or fire district
supplying water to its inhabitants, except in accor-
dance with section thirty-eight or with special law.
Any town may vote to authorize its board of select-
men to act as water commissioners, with all the
powers and duties of such commissioners, until
water commissioners shall be elected as hereinafter
provided. A town which has so voted may, at an
annual town meeting, or at a special town meeting
called for the purpose and held at least thirty days
before the next annual town meeting, vote that at
such next annual town meeting water commission-
ers shall be elected.
Added by St.1938, c. 172, § 3. Amended by St.1941, c.
465, § 2.
§ 39B. Acquisition of land and water; condi-
tions
For the purpose of establishing a water supply or
water distributing system as authorized by section
thirty-nine A, any town, by its board of water
commissioners or selectmen authorized to act as
such, may take by eminent domain under chapter
seventy-nine, or acquire by purchase or otherwise,
and hold, the waters, or any portion thereof, of any
pond, brook, spring, stream or ground water
sources within its limits, not already appropriated
for purposes of public water supply, and any water
or flowage rights connected therewith; and also
for said purpose may take by eminent domain
under chapter seventy-nine, or acquire by purchase
or otherwise, and hold, all lands, rights of way and
other easements necessary for collecting, storing,
holding, purifying and treating such water and
protecting and preserving the purity thereof and
for conveying the same to any part of the town;
provided, that no source of water supply and no
lands necessary for protecting and preserving the
purity of the water shall be taken or used without
first obtaining the advice and approval of the de-
partment of environmental protection, and that the
location and arrangement of all dams, reservoirs,
wells or filter galleries, filtration and pumping
plants or other works necessary in carrying out the
provisions of sections thirty-nine A to thirty-nine E,
inclusive, shall be subject to the approval of said
department.
Added by St.1938, c. 172, § 3. Amended by St.1975, c.
706, § 91; St.1990, c. 177, § 100.
§ 39C. Construction and maintenance of dams,
wells, reservoirs and other buildings;
conditions
A town may construct and maintain on the lands
acquired and held by it under section thirty-nine B
proper dams, wells, reservoirs, pumping and filtra-
tion plants, buildings, standpipes, tanks, fixtures
and other structures, including also purification
and treatment works, the construction and mainte-
nance of which shall be subject to the approval of
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the department of environmental protection, and
may make excavations, procure and operate ma-
chinery, and provide such other means and appli-
ances and do such other things as may be neces-
sary for the establishment and maintenance of
complete and effective water works; and for that
purpose may construct, lay and maintain aque-
ducts, conduits, pipes and other works, under or
over any lands, water courses, railroads, railways
and public or other ways, and along any such way
in said town in such manner as not unnecessarily
to obstruct the same; and for the purposes of
constructing, laying, maintaining, operating and
repairing such conduits, pipes and other works,
and for all other proper purposes of sections thirty-
nine A to thirty-nine E, inclusive, a town may dig
up or raise and embank any such lands, highways
or other ways in such manner as to cause the least
hindrance to public travel thereon; provided, that
all things done upon any such way shall be subject
to the direction of the selectmen of the town or, in
the case of a state highway, of the state department
of highways; and provided, further, that no such
town shall enter upon, or construct or lay any
conduits, pipes or other works within, the location
of any railroad corporation except at such time and
in such manner as it may agree upon with such
corporation or, in case of failure so to agree, as
may be approved by the department of telecommu-
nications and energy.
Added by St. 1938, c. 172, § 3. Amended by St. 1975, c.
706, § 92; St.1990, c. 177, § 101; St. 1991. c. 552, § 30;
St.1997, c. 164, § 64.
§ 39D. Surveys
Such a town may enter upon any lands for the
purpose of making surveys, test pits and borings,
and may take or otherwise acquire the right to
occupy temporarily any lands necessary for the
construction of any work or for any other purpose
authorized by said sections thirty-nine A to thirty-
nine E, inclusive.
Added by St. 1938, c. 172, § 3.
§ 39E. Management of water system
The land, water rights and other property taken
or acquired under section thirty-nine B, and all
works, buildings and other structures erected or
constructed under sections thirty-nine C and thirty-
nine D, shall be managed, improved and controlled
by a board of water commissioners to be elected as
provided by section sixty-nine A of chapter forty-
one, or by its selectmen authorized to act as such,
in such manner as they shall deem for the best
interests of the town.
Added by St. 1938, c. 172, § 3.
§ 39F. Damages
Any person or corporation injured in his or its
property by any action of a town under said sec-
tions thirty-nine A to thirty-nine E, inclusive, may
recover damages from said town under chapter
seventy-nine.
Added by St. 1938, e. 172, § 3.
§ 39G. Pollution of water; damage to property;
penalties
Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts, pollutes
or diverts any of the waters taken or held under
said sections thirty-nine A to thirty-nine E, inclu-
sive, or injures any structure, work or other prop-
erty owned, held or used by a town under the
authority and for the purposes of said sections,
shall forfeit and pay to said town three times the
amount of damages assessed therefor, to be recov-
ered in an action of tort; and upon conviction of
any one of the above wilful or wanton acts shall be
punished by a fine of not more than three hundred
dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one
year, or both.
Added by St. 1 938, c. 172, § 3.
§ 39H. Right to aid other governmental units;
compensation
A city, town, commission or district through its
water department, if any, if thereunto authori/ed
by ordinance, or by-law or by vote of its governing
body if a commission or district or a water compa-
ny, as defined in section one of chapter one hun-
dred and sixty-five, may make contracts with, or
may go to aid any other city, town, commission,
district or any other water company, as so defined,
with regard to the operation, administration, repair
and maintenance of its water supply system. Any
such ordinance, by-law or vote may authorize the
head of the department in charge of sewers and
drains to enter into contracts or to extend such aid
subject to such conditions and restrictions as may
be prescribed therein. Members of such depart-
ments of cities, towns, commissions or districts
while in the performance of their duties under such
contracts or in extending such aid shall have the
same immunities and privileges as if performing
the same work in their respective cities, towns,
commissions, and districts. Any city, town, com-
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mission, district or water company aided under
this section shall compensate any city, town, com-
mission, district or water company rendering aid
as aforesaid, for such aid and for the whole or any
part of any damage to its property sustained in the
course of rendering such aid. Any contracts under
this section may be for a period not exceeding
twenty years.
Added by St. 1943, c. 125. Amended by St. 1992, c. 343,
§ 1; St.1995, c. 38, § 58.
§ 397. Water meters; testing
Any person using water supplied by a city, town
or district, measured by a meter, shall be entitled
to an examination and test of such meter to deter-
mine the accuracy of the same in any quarter or
period, upon written application therefor, which
shall be made before the expiration of the time
when the rate for such quarter or period is re-
quired to be paid, to the board, commissioner or
officer in charge of the water works of the city,
town or district. Such examination and test shall
be made by a competent person employed by the
city, town or district. A written report of the result
of the examination and test shall be furnished to
the person making the application, and if it ap-
pears that the meter has registered with substantial
accuracy, the expense of the examination and test
shall be paid by the person applying therefor, and
in no case shall the expense so required to be paid
exceed three dollars for each examination and test,
but if it appears that the meter has not registered
within two per cent of accuracy and that the per-
son has been charged with, or has paid for, more
water than he should have been charged with or
should have paid for, the amount of such excess
shall forthwith be credited to such person or remit-
ted to him if he has paid the same, and the expense
of the examination and test shall be borne by the
city, town or district supplying the water; if, how-
ever, it appears that the person has been charged
with, or has paid for, less water than he should
have been charged with or should have paid for, he
shall forthwith be charged with the proper addi-
tional amount and shall pay the same, together
with the expense of the examination and test, to the
city, town or district supplying the water.
Added by St. 1958, c. 527, § 1.
§ 39J. Pricing system; costs
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section, either by a vote of the city council,
board of selectmen, board of water commissioners,
or by vote of said city or town in a general election
or town meeting, said city or town shall for the
purposes of water conservation, water resource
management, water resource planning and com-
prehensive financial management, adopt a pricing
system which includes the costs of the provision of
water and sewer services to the residents and in-
dustrial and commercial users of said city or town
receiving said services. The definition of costs as
used in this section shall include, but not be limited
to, costs of pipe and related appurtenances, re-
placement stock for water and sewer, costs relating
to the replacement and repair thereof including
street work, maintenance of all equipment and
related appurtenances necessary for the provision
of water or the removal of wastewater services, all
costs relating to the metering of water, all related
costs of police and fire protection, all administra-
tive costs relating to the collection of said water
and sewer fees, all costs of chemicals relating to
the treatment of water and wastewater, all costs
relating to the personnel of the departments, as
well as any long term planning costs for the contin-
ued provision of said services, and any costs of
land acquisition relating to long range planning
and future water supply development or wastewa-
ter treatment facilities.
Added by St. 1985, c. 275, § 1.
§ 39J% Repealed, 1990, 177, Sees. 102, 103
§ 39K. Drinking water protection district; es-
tablishment; commission; pricing
system; fund
(a) Any city or town which accepts the provi-
sions of this section either by a majority vote of the
city or town council or by majority vote at an
annual town meeting, may establish a drinking
water protection district in conjunction with at
least one other city or town sharing a common
drinking water resource, including but not limited
to an aquifer, a recharge area or a watershed.
Said drinking water protection district shall be for
the purposes of water conservation, resource man-
agement and protection, and resource planning of
drinking water supplies in said district including
public wells, reservoirs and aquifers which are
affected by more than one such city or town.
The drinking water protection commission shall
be composed of two members from each munici-
pality in said district to be appointed by the mayor
of a city or the board of selectmen of a town for a
term of three years.
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Each city or town in said district shall adopt a
pricing system which charges all users of public or
private water supplies within said city or town for
protection of water resources. Said pricing system
shall not impose a charge in excess of ten percent
of the annual cost of water as charged by metered
service or fixed rate. If service is without meters
or if the water supply is private, a flat fee may be
charged; provided, however, that such flat fee shall
not exceed ten percent of the average annualized
residential or commercial metered use whichever
is applicable in such city or town; and provided,
further, that in a city or town without a public
water system a flat fee to be established by a
majority vote of an annual town meeting, town
council or city council, whichever is applicable
shall be charged.
Such charges or fees collected under the provi-
sions of this section shall be forwarded to the
drinking water protection commission which shall
deposit the same in the Drinking Water Protection
Fund established under subsection (b).
(b) There is hereby established in each drinking
water protection district a Drinking Water Protec-
tion Fund, hereinafter called fund, to be adminis-
tered by the drinking water protection commission
in each such district.
Said drinking water protection commission shall
be eligible to apply for state funding available to a
citj or town. Upon receipt, such funds shall be
deposited in the fund. Contributions, whether
public or private, shall also be deposited in the
fund for the purposes set forth herein.
Commission members shall serve without com-
pensation. The commission shall elect a chairper-
son and such officers as it may by rule provide, and
may make by majority vote such other rules and
regulations consistent with the provisions of this
section. The commission may, by majority vote of
its members, hire such staff as is necessary to
further the purposes of the commission.
A commission may issue bonds as provided here-
in. The chairperson of any such commission is
hereby authorized and empowered in connection
with any borrowing under this section to enter into
one or more trust or security agreements between
such commission and a corporate trustee, which
may be any trust company or bank having the
powers of a trust company within or without the
commonwealth, or directly between such commis-
sion and the lenders on the debt obligations, neces-
sary to effectuate and to secure such borrowing.
Such agreements may pledge or assign, and create
a security interest in, in whole or in part, the
revenues and other money held or to be received
by the commission from any project being financed
or from any fees or charges imposed by such com-
mission relating to the powers of commissions as
provided in subsection (c), whether then existing
or thereafter coming into existence and whether
then held or thereafter acquired by the commission
and the proceeds thereof. Such agreements may
contain provisions for protecting and enforcing the
rights, security and remedies of the holders of such
debt obligations, including without limiting the
generality of the foregoing, provisions defining de-
faults and providing for remedies in the event
thereof, which may include the acceleration of ma-
turities and covenants setting forth the duties of,
and limitations on, the commission in relation to
the functioning of the project being financed by
such debt obligations, the custody, safeguarding,
investment and application of money, the issuance
of additional debt obligations, the fixing, revision
and collection of fees or other charges relating to
water supply protection, the use of any surplus
proceeds of the borrowing, including any invest-
ment earnings thereon, the establishment of special
funds and reserves and the making and amending
of contracts relating to such project.
The pledge on any such agreement shall be valid
and binding and shall be deemed continuously per-
fected for the purposes of chapter one hundred and
six and any other law from the time when the
pledge is made and shall be supported by the full
faith and credit of member municipalities. The
revenues, money, rights and proceeds so pledged
and then held or thereafter acquired or received
without any physical delivery or segregation there-
of or further act, and the lien of any such pledge,
shall be valid and binding against all parties having
claims of any kind in tort, contract or otherwise
against the commission, irrespective of whether
such parties have notice thereof. No document by
which a pledge is created need be filed or recorded
except in the records of a city or town and no filing
need be made under the provisions of said chapter
one hundred and six.
Any such trust agreement may provide that any
money received thereunder may be deposited or
invested, pending the disbursement thereof, in any
deposits or investments which are lawful for the
funds of cities or towns pursuant to section fifty-
five of chapter forty-four, and shall provide that
any officer with whom or any bank or trust compa-
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ny with such money shall be deposited shall act as
trustee of such money and shall hold and apply the
same for the purposes hereof and thereof, subject
to such regulation or limitation as this section or
such agreement may provide.
It shall be lawful for any bank or trust company
to act as depository or trustee of the proceeds of
debt obligations, revenues or other money pledged
under any such agreement and to furnish such
indemnifying bonds or to pledge such security and
issue such letters or lines of credit or other credit
facilities as may be required by the commission.
Any agreement entered into pursuant to this sec-
tion may set forth the rights and remedies of the
holders of any debt obligations and of the trustee
and may restrict the individual right of action by
any such holders. In addition to the foregoing, any
such agreement may contain such other provisions
as the commission may deem reasonable and prop-
er. All expenses incurred in carrying out the provi-
sions of such agreement may be treated as a cost of
issuance hereunder. In addition to the foregoing,
any such agreement may contain such other provi-
sions as the commission may deem reasonable and
proper. All expenses incurred in carrying out the
provisions of such agreement may be treated as a
cost of issuance thereunder. In addition to other
security provided by a commission, such debt obli-
gations may be secured, in whole or in part, by
insurance or by letters or lines of credit or other
credit or other credit facilities issued to the com-
mission by any bank, trust company or other finan-
cial institution, within or without the common-
wealth, and the commission may pledge or assign
any of its revenues and other money held or to be
received by the commission from the project being
financed or from any fees or charges imposed by
such commission relating to water supply protec-
tion as security for the reimbursement by the com-
mission to the issuers of such letters of credit,
insurance or credit facilities of any payments made
thereunder.
Any holder of a debt obligation issued by a com-
mission under the provisions of this section or of
any of the coupons appertaining thereto or any
trustee under an agreement securing the same,
except to the extent the rights herein given may be
restricted by such agreement, may bring suit upon
the debt obligations or coupons and may, either at
law or in equity, by suit, action, mandamus, or
other proceeding for legal or equitable relief, in-
cluding proceedings for the appointment of a re-
ceiver to take possession and control of the facili-
ties financed by such debt obligations to operate
and maintain the same, to make any necessary
repairs, renewals and replacements in respect
thereof and to fix, revise and collect fees and
charges, protect and enforce any and all rights
under the laws of the commonwealth or granted
hereunder or under such agreement or other agree-
ment, and may enforce and compel the perform-
ance of all duties required by this section or by
such agreements to be performed by the commis-
sion by any officer thereof.
A pledge of revenue in accordance with the pro-
visions of this section shall constitute a sufficient
appropriation thereof for the purposes of any pro-
vision for appropriation for so long as such pledge
shall be in effect and, notwithstanding any other
general or special law to the contrary, such reve-
nues may be applied as required by the pledge and
the agreement evidencing the same without further
appropriation. Prior to issuing bonds, said com-
mission shall obtain appropriate bonding authori-
zation from a majority of member municipalities.
No appointments shall be made and no money
expended hereunder except by the affirmative vote
of a majority of the members of said commission.
The commission shall maintain accurate records of
its meetings, actions and financial transactions and
shall file an annual report which shall be printed in
the annual report of each member town. The
commission shall prepare an annual budget which
shall be subject to approval by a majority of the
members of said commission. The provisions of
chapter forty-four, not inconsistent with the provi-
sions of this section, shall apply to a drinking water
protection district.
(c) The commission shall, subject to the provi-
sions of this section have the power and authority
to:
(1) assist municipalities in identification and
protection of recharge and watershed areas for
existing water supplies and locate and identify fu-
ture drinking water supplies;
(2) assist municipalities by providing technical
assistance for long-term planning to design and
propose regional land use management efforts of
drinking water resources that cut across town or
water district boundaries;
(3) provide funds to assist municipal efforts to
acquire land in fee simple, through easements,
restrictions or other interests, buy development
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rights, or manage lands identified as important to
drinking water resource supply and protection;
(4) provide for public education regarding water
conservation, proper waste disposal and land use
in recharge or watershed areas;
(5) supplement local emergency response sys-
tems in cooperation with the department of envi-
ronmental protection incidence response division,
which teams shall be available to respond and
assist where hazardous waste or chemical spills
occur within a recharge or watershed area;
(6) coordinate, educate and disseminate infor-
mation to the public regarding state and federal
programs and monies available for drinking water
resource projects;
(7) review and comment on proposed land use
which may have an impact on resources of concern
to the commission; and
(8) make available to private property owners
grants for the removal of underground storage
tanks considered by said commission to be a threat
to the drinking water resource.
The commission shall not have authority to buy,
sell or hold title to land, nor to take property by
eminent domain, but may allocate funds to a mem-
ber town with the stipulation that such funds be
applied to the purchase of a specific parcel of land
or development rights for a specific parcel of land
by the member town to be used only for purposes
consistent with the provisions of this section.
A city, by majority vote of city council, or a town,
by majority vote at an annual town meeting or
town council, may cease to be a member of said
district subject to said city or town's share of
bonding obligations incurred prior to such vote to
withdraw. Said vote shall become effective six
months after being certified by the city or town
clerk and all funds collected prior to the effective
date of withdrawal shall remain the property of the
drinking water protection commission; provided,
however that in the event that such withdrawal
reduces commission membership to less than two
municipalities, all funds collected prior to the date
of dissolution not necessary to pay all existing
obligations of the commission shall revert to the
member municipalities on a pro rata basis to be
used only for purposes consistent with the protec-
tion and enhancement of water supplies.
Added by St. 1989, c. 361. Renumbered by St. 1990, c.
177, § 102. Amended by St.1992, c. 286, § 116.
141
§ 39L. Water or sewer service charges; de-
scending unit rate basis
No local body shall charge for water or sewer
services on a descending unit rate basis. For the
purposes of this section a local body shall be a city,
town, district, commission or other political subdi-
vision or instrumentality of the commonwealth
which is not within Hampden county and which is
responsible for providing by itself or through an
officer, board, department or division thereof local
water supply or local sewer services; except as
otherwise expressly provided herein, in any case
where local water supply or local sewer services
within the territorial boundaries of a local body are
provided in whole or in part by a political subdivi-
sion or public instrumentality of the common-
wealth separate from such local body, the term
"local body'' as used in this section shall mean,
within the service area thereof, the political subdi-
vision or public instrumentality.
Added by St. 1989, c. 492, § 1. Renumbered by St. 1990,
c. 177, § 103. Amended by St.1994, c. 60, § 65.
§ 40. Repealed, 1985, 592, Sec. 2
Historical and Statutory Notes
See, now, c. 21G, § 15 et seq.
§ 41. Protection of water supply; conditions
Towns and water supply and fire districts duly
established by law may, with the consent and ap-
proval of the department of environmental protec-
tion, given after due notice and a hearing, take by
eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine, or
acquire by purchase or otherwise, and hold, lands,
buildings, rights of way and easements within the
watershed of any pond, stream, reservoir, well or
other water used by them as a source of water
supply, which said department may deem neces-
sary to protect and preserve the purity of the water
supply. All lands taken, purchased or otherwise
acquired under this section shall be under the
control of the board of water commissioners of the
town or district acquiring the same, who shall
manage and improve them in such manner as they
shall deem for the best interest of the town or
district. All damages to be paid by a town or
district by reason of any act done under authority
hereof may be paid out of the proceeds of the sale
of any bonds authorized by law to be issued by
such town or district for water supply purposes or
from any surplus income of the water works avail-
able therefor. A town may also make a contract to
contribute to the cost of building, by any other
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town situated in the watershed of its water supply,
a sewer or system of sewers to aid in protecting
such water supply from pollution.
Amended by St. 1975, c. 706, § 94; St. 1990, c. 177,
§ 105.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1888, c. 160.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 14.
St. 1908, c. 499, §§ 1,2,4.
St.l911,c. 135, §§ 1,2.
St.1919, c. 350, § 96.
§ 41 A. Use of water in emergencies
A board of water commissioners or a board of
public works with the duties of water commission-
ers of a municipality, water supply, fire and water
district or water company having control of water
supplies may, on behalf of their respective bodies
politic or corporate, upon notification to the water
takers, restrain the use of water on public and
private premises by shutting off the water at the
meter or at the curb cock or by other means as the
case may be, during a drought, hurricane, confla-
gration or other disaster when in the opinion of the
department of environmental protection an emer-
gency exists.
Added by St. 1949, c. 793. Amended by St. 1975, c. 706,
§ 95; St. 1990, c. 177, § 106.
§§ 4 IB, 41C. Repealed, 1968, 548, Sec. 2
Historical and Statutory Notes
See, now, c. 1 1 1, § 8C.
§ 42. Laying pipes and conduits
The board of aldermen or the selectmen may,
upon terms and conditions prescribed by them,
authorize the laying of pipes and conduits for the
conveyance of water under any public way in their
town; provided, that this section shall not author-
ize any person to supply water to any other person
in any town where municipal water works are
established except with the consent of the board or
authority having charge of such water works there-
in.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1903, c. 459.
§ 42A. Collection of rates and charges for sup-
plying of water; lien for delinquent
charges
If the rates and charges due to a city, town or
water district, which accepts this section and sec-
tions forty-two B to forty-two F, inclusive, by vote
of its city council or of the voters in town or district
meeting and, by its clerk, files a certificate of such
acceptance in the proper registry of deeds, for
supplying or providing for water or rendering ser-
vice or furnishing materials in connection there-
with to or for any real estate at the request of the
owner or tenant are not paid on or before their due
date as established by local regulations, ordinances
or by-laws, which due dates shall be so established
as to require payments at least as often as semi-
annually, such rates and charges, together with
interest thereon and costs relative thereto, shall be
a lien upon such real estate as provided in section
forty-two B. The register of deeds shall record
such certificate of acceptance in a book to be kept
for the purpose, which shall be kept in an accessi-
ble location in the registry. Sections forty-two B to
forty-two F, inclusive, shall also apply to a water
district which has accepted sections forty-two A to
forty-two F, inclusive, and whose clerk has so filed
the certificate of acceptance. Wherever in said
sections the words "board or officer in charge of
the water department" or their equivalent appear,
they shall also mean and include the officers exer-
cising similar duties in any city, town or district. A
fire district authorized to supply water shall, for
the purposes of sections forty-two A to forty-two F,
inclusive, be deemed to be a water district.
Amended by St.1932, c. 197, § 2; St.1936, c. 42, § 1;
St.1938, c. 415, § 1; St.1941, c. 380, § 1; St.1954, c.
487, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1923, c. 391.
St.1924, c. 107.
St.1927, c. 56.
§ 42B. Effective date of lien; termination; en-
forcement
Such lien shall take effect by operation of law on
the day immediately following the due date of such
rate or charge, and, unless dissolved by payment or
abatement, shall continue until such rate or charge
has been added to or committed as a tax under
section forty-two C, and thereafter, unless so dis-
solved, shall continue as provided in section thirty-
seven of chapter sixty; provided, however, that if
any such rate or charge is not added to or commit-
ted as a tax under section forty-two C for the next
fiscal year commencing after the inception of the
lien under this section, then said lien shall termi-
nate on October first of the third year following the
year in which such charge becomes due.
Notwithstanding such lien any such overdue rate
or charge may be collected through any legal
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means, including the shutting off of water, which
may be deemed advisable; provided, that after the
termination of such a lien, no city, town or water
district shall attempt to enforce, by shutting off the
water, collection of such rate or charge from any
person, not liable therefor, who has succeeded to
the title or interest of the person incurring such
rate or charge. All such rates and charges exclud-
ed by court decree under section seventy-six B of
chapter sixty shall, to the extent that they were
properly chargeable to the person owning, or to the
tenant occupying, the premises for which such
rates and charges were incurred, be recoverable
from such person or tenant, as the case may be, in
an action of contract or otherwise. If at the time
of the entry of such decree such person or tenant is
still the owner or tenant of the premises, whether
through redemption or otherwise, such rates and
charges to the extent that they were properly
chargeable to him, may be enforced in any other
manner provided or available for collection and
enforcement of water rates and charges.
Amended by St.1935, c. 56, § 1; St.1936, c. 42, § 2;
St.1938, c. 415, § 2; St.1941, c. 380, § 2; St. 1947, c.
132; St. 1954, c. 487, § 2; St. 1989, c. 469, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1 923, c. 391.
St.1924, c. 413.
§ 42C. Unpaid charges; report to tax collector
If a rate or charge for which a lien is in effect
under section forty-two B has not been added to or
committed as a tax and remains unpaid when the
assessors are preparing a real estate tax list and
warrant to be committed by them under section
fifty-three of chapter fifty-nine, the board or officer
in charge of the water department, or the town
collector of taxes, if applicable under section thirty-
eight A of chapter forty-one, shall certify such rate
or charge to the assessors, who shall forthwith add
such rate or charge to the tax on the property to
which it relates and commit it with their warrant
to the collector of taxes as a part of such tax. If
the property to which such rate or charge relates is
tax exempt, such rate or charge shall be committed
as the tax.
Amended bv St.1935, c. 248, § 1; St.1938, c. 415, § 3;
St.1941, c. 380, § 3; St.1954, c. 487, § 2; St.1965, c.
250.
§ 42D. Unpaid charges; collection as part of
property tax
Except as otherwise provided, the provisions of
chapters fifty-nine and sixty shall apply, so far as
pertinent, to all rates and charges certified to the
assessors under section forty-two C. Without limit-
ing the generality of the foregoing, upon commit-
ment as a tax or part of a tax under section forty-
two C, all such rates and charges shall be subject to
the provisions of law relative to interest on the
taxes of which they become, or, if the property
were not tax exempt would become, a part; and
the collector of taxes shall have the same powers
and be subject to the same duties with respect to
such rates and charges as in the case of annual
taxes upon real estate, and the provisions of law
relative to the collection of such annual taxes, the
sale or taking of land for the non-payment thereof
and the redemption of land so sold or taken shall,
except as otherwise provided, apply to such rates
and charges.
Amended by St.1935, c. 248, § 2; St.1938, c. 415, § 4;
St.1941, c. 380, § 4; St.1950, c. 80; St.1954, c. 487, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Si. 1923, c. 391.
§ 42E. Abatements; appeals
An owner of real estate aggrieved by a charge
imposed thereon under sections forty-two A to for-
ty-two F, inclusive, in addition to such remedy as
he may have under section ten of chapter one
hundred and sixty-five, may apply for an abatement
thereof by filing a petition with the board or officer
having control of the water department within the
time allowed by law for filing an application for
abatement of the tax of which such charge is, or, if
the property were not tax exempt, would have
been, a part, and if such board or officer finds that
such charge is more than is properly due, a reason-
able abatement shall be made; and except as other-
wise provided herein, the provisions of chapter
fifty-nine relative to the abatement of taxes by
assessors shall apply, so far as applicable, to abate-
ments hereunder. If such petition is denied in
whole or in part, the petitioner may appeal to the
appellate tax board upon the same terms and con-
ditions as a person aggrieved by the refusal of the
assessors of a city or town to abate a tax.
Amended bv St. 1932, c. 180, § 6; St. 1939, c. 451, § 7;
St.1941, c. 380, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1923, c. 391. St.1923, c. 391.
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§ 42F. Recovery of delinquent charges from
tenants
An owner of real estate who, in order to prevent
the imposition of a lien thereon or to discharge the
same, has paid charges for water furnished to a
tenant or other person who was bound to pay the
same, may recover from such tenant or other per-
son in an action of contract the amount of the
charges so paid with all incidental costs and ex-
penses.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1923, c. 391.
§ 42G. Distribution of water; payment of costs
by special assessment
Any city, town or district having a water supply
or water distributing system which, in the case of a
city or town, accepts this section and the two
following sections in cities other than Plan E cities
by vote of the city council subject to the city char-
ter, or Plan E cities by vote of the city council, in
towns or districts by vote of its inhabitants at an
annual town or district meeting called therefor,
may provide by ordinance, by-law or vote for the
levy of special assessments to meet the whole or
part of the cost thereafter incurred of laying pipes
in public and private ways for the conveyance or
distribution of water to its inhabitants. Such city,
town or district may provide that an owner of land
which receives benefit from the laying of water
pipes in public and private ways upon which his
land abuts or which by more remote means re-
ceives benefit through the supply of water to his
land or buildings shall pay a proportionate part of
the cost not already assessed of extending such
water supply to his land.
The amount to be charged against each parcel of
land receiving such benefit shall include the cost of
the pipes and other material and of the labor in
laying them and other expenses incidental thereto
and shall be ascertained, assessed and certified by
the water commissioners or the other officers in
charge of the supply and distribution of water in
such city, town or district.
Added by St.1955, c. 332. Amended by St. 1957, c. 268,
§ 1.
§ 42H. Uniform rate of assessment
A city, town or district having a water supply or
water distributing system may provide that assess-
ment for the cost of providing and laying water
pipes thereafter in public and private ways shall be
made upon the several parcels of land receiving
benefit from the laying of such pipes by a fixed
uniform rate based upon the estimated average
cost of all the water pipes therein and the laying
thereof, according to the frontage of such land on
any way in which a water pipe is laid, or according
to the area of such land within a fixed depth from
such a way, or according to valuation for purposes
of taxation in the last annual assessment, or ac-
cording to two or all of such measures.
Added by St.1955, c. 332.
§ 42/. Recordation of assessment to establish
lien on property; amount of assess-
ment; extension of time for payment
Whenever the water commissioners or other offi-
cers in charge of the supply and distribution of
water in a city, town or district which has accepted
sections forty-two G to forty-two /, inclusive, deter-
mine to lay water pipes in public and private ways
and assessments may be made under said sections
for the construction of such improvement, they
shall forthwith cause to be recorded in the registry
of deeds of the county or district in which such
city, town or district is situated a statement of their
action, which shall specify the ways in which such
water pipes are to be laid and shall describe such
land as does not abut upon any such way which is
to be assessed for such improvement, and which
shall designate as the owner of each parcel upon
which a lien is to be imposed by this section the
person who was liable to assessment therefor on
the preceding January first under the provisions of
chapter fifty-nine. All assessments imposed under
sections forty-two G and forty-two H upon any land
which abuts upon any such ways in which such
water pipes are to be laid or is included in such
description shall constitute a lien upon such land
from the time such statement is recorded. The
provisions of chapter eighty relative to the appor-
tionment, division, reassessment, abatement and
collection of assessments, and to interest, shall
apply to assessments under this chapter. No as-
sessment shall be levied under sections forty-two H
to forty-two I, inclusive, in excess of the benefit to
the land assessed from the laying of the water pipes
for which the assessment is levied, and if any
assessment is found to exceed such benefit, it shall
be abated. The water commissioners or other offi-
cers in charge of the supply and distribution of
water as aforesaid shall, if the order for assessment
is upon land not built upon, extend the time of
payment of the assessment and interest thereon at
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the rate of four per cent until it is built upon or for
a fixed time; and the assessment and interest shall
be paid within three months after such land is built
upon or at the expiration of such fixed period.
Added by St. 1955, c. 332. Amended by St. 1955, c. 639.
§ 42J. Deferral of charges
In a city, town or district which accepts the
provisions of this section, the board responsible for
assessing charges for the use of water under sec-
tion sixty-nine B of chapter forty-one or any other
provision of law, shall, upon the application of the
owner of the real property to which the water is
supplied, if such owner is receiving an exemption
from property taxes under clause Forty-first A of
section five of chapter fifty-nine with respect to
such property, defer charges for water supplied to
such property. An application for deferral may be
filed with said board within the time limit estab-
lished for the filing of an application for exemption
under said clause Forty-first A.
The board that imposes such charges shall notify
the board of assessors of any deferral granted un-
der the provisions of this section, and shall annual-
ly thereafter notify said board of assessors of any
unpaid water rates and charges to be added to the
tax bill. Such charges shall be committed by the
assessors along with the real estate taxes for each
fiscal year, and secured by the statement of lien
executed pursuant to said clause Forty-first A.
Upon such qualification for deferral, no further
application under this section need be filed in
order to qualify for deferral of water charges in
subsequent years. No additional notice or state-
ment of lien need be recorded or registered with
respect to such deferred water charges, but the
amount of such deferred charges shall be listed on
any certificate of liens issued under section twenty-
three, twenty-three A or twenty-three B of chapter
sixty. Whenever a person who has received an
exemption under said clause Forty-first A ceases to
receive such exemption, the board of assessors
shall cease deferring water rates and charges add-
ed to the tax bill, and shall notify the board respon-
sible for the assessment of such charges of the
discontinuance of such deferral of said charges.
Interest shall be charged upon deferred water
charges at the same rate as interest on taxes de-
ferred under said clause Forty-first A. The de-
ferred charges, together with accrued interest shall
be due and collectible at the same time and upon
the same terms and conditions as taxes deferred
under said clause Forty-first A.
The amount of water charges deferred under this
section, plus accrued interest, shall not be used in
determining whether a taxpayer continues to be
eligible for exemption under said clause Forty-first
A.
Added by St. 1 988, c. 42, § 2.
§ 42K. Assessment of betterments
In a city, town or district which accepts the
provisions of this section, the water commissioners
may assess betterments in accordance with the
provisions of chapter eighty for the construction
and connection of water mains and services by a
uniform unit method which shall be based upon
the common main construction costs divided
among the total number of existing and potential
water units to be served after having allocated the
town contribution, if any, and after having propor-
tioned the cost of special (specific unit) and general
benefit facilities. Each water unit shall be equal to
a single family residence. Potential water units
shall be calculated on the basis of zoning in effect
at the date of assessment. Existing and potentially
and potentially multi-family, commercial, industri-
al and semi-public uses shall be converted into
water units on the basis of residential equivalents.
Added by St. 1994, e. 60, § 66.
§ 43. Authorization for laying of pipes for the
transmission of steam or hot water
The board of aldermen or the selectmen may,
upon terms and conditions prescribed by them,
authorize the laying of pipes and conduits for the
transmission of steam or hot water for heating,
cooking and mechanical power, for private use,
under any public way in their town, may regulate
and control the same, may at any time require the
persons using such pipes and conduits to make
alterations in the location or construction thereof,
and may, after notice and hearing, order the re-
moval thereof. Any use of such pipes and conduits
other than herein authorized shall terminate the
authority to maintain the same. Sections twelve,
thirteen and fourteen of chapter one hundred and
fifty-eight shall apply to proceedings hereunder so
far as applicable.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Sl.1909, c. 103.
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§ 43A. Permission to construct pipelines for
conveying petroleum or by-products
thereof; conditions
The board of alderman or the selectmen may,
subject to such terms and conditions as they may
deem advisable and subject also to such rules and
regulations as may be promulgated by the state
department of fire services, grant to any person the
right to lay, construct, maintain and operate pipe
lines for conveying petroleum or the products or
by-products thereof through, over, across or under
any public way, other than a way referred to in
section forty-four B of chapter thirty, and in con-
nection therewith may grant permission to any
such person to dig up, open or tunnel under such
public way.
Added by St.1941, c. 678, § 2. Amended by St.1996, c.
151, § 190.
§ 44. Improvement districts; purposes; mem-
bership; tenure; powers and duties
A town may, at a town meeting, authorize a
village or district therein, if it contains not less
than one thousand inhabitants, to organize under a
name approved by the town for the purpose of
erecting and maintaining street lamps, establishing
and maintaining libraries, building and maintain-
ing sidewalks, or for employing and paying police
officers, and shall accurately define the limits of
such village or district. Such village or district
shall have a clerk and a prudential committee, and
may have a treasurer and such other officers as it
determines, each of whom shall hold office for one
year and until another is qualified. Such village or
district may adopt by-laws to define the manner of
calling its meetings and the duties of its officers,
may sue and be sued in the name of its inhabitants,
and, so far as appropriate, shall be subject to
sections sixty-two, sixty-three, sixty-six, sixty-nine,
seventy-one, seventy-two, seventy-three, seventy-
seven and seventy-nine of chapter forty-eight.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1870, c. 332.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 37 to 40.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 44.
§ 44A. Regional refuse disposal planning com-
mittee
A city or town, by vote of the council in the case
of a city and by vote of a town meeting in the case
of a town, may create a special unpaid committee
to be known as a regional refuse disposal planning
committee consisting of three persons to be ap-
pointed by the moderator in a town and by the
mayor in a city.
Added by St.1965, c. 748, § 1. Amended by St.1967, c.
149.
§ 44B. Regional refuse disposal planning
board; study of creation of district;
expenses of board; refuse disposal fa-
cility defined
Regional refuse disposal planning committees
from any two or more cities or towns may join
together to form a regional refuse disposal
planning board. Such regional refuse disposal
planning board shall study the advisability of
establishing a regional refuse disposal district,
its organization, operation and control, and of
selecting, constructing, maintaining and operat-
ing a refuse disposal facility to serve the needs
of the district, and shall estimate construction
and operating costs and study methods of fi-
nancing such district. Each city or town com-
prising such board may appropriate a sum not
in excess of ten thousand dollars for the pur-
pose of meeting the expenses of the board.
Such board may expend any such sums so ap-
propriated and may employ such expert assis-
tance as it deems necessary. Such board may
apply for, accept and expend, without appropri-
ation, grants or gifts of funds from the federal
government. As used in this section and in
sections forty-four C to forty-four K, inclusive,
the term "refuse disposal facility" shall mean
an incinerator, sanitary land fill, transfer sta-
tion, composting plant, other sanitary means of
refuse disposal approved by the department of
environmental protection, or any combination of
two or more of such facilities.
Added by St.1965, c. 748, § 1. Amended by St.1967, c.
149; St.1969, c. 199; St.1975, c. 706, § 96; St.1987, c.
584, § 6; St.1990, c. 177, § 107.
§ 44C. Regional refuse disposal planning
board; agreement for establishment
of district
The regional refuse disposal planning board, con-
sisting only of the regional refuse disposal planning
committees which vote in favor of the establish-
ment of a regional refuse disposal district, shall
draw up a proposed agreement. The said agree-
ment shall contain provisions describing the shar-
ing of construction and operating costs, the num-
ber, method of selection and terms of office of the
members of the regional refuse disposal district
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committee, the general area in which the refuse
disposal facility shall be constructed, the terms by
which another city or town may be admitted to the
district, the method by which the agreement may
be amended, the procedure for the preparation and
adoption of the annual budget and any other mat-
ters, not incompatible with law, which the said
board may deem advisable; provided, however,
that all plans for refuse disposal facilities shall be
subject to the approval of the state department of
environmental protection.
Added bv St. 1965, c. 748, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
706, § 97; St. 1990, c. 177, § 108.
§ 44D. Report of board
The regional refuse disposal planning board shall
report its findings and recommendations to the
board of selectmen and the mayor, as the case may
be, of each city or town comprising the board. If
the board recommends that a regional refuse dis-
posal district be established, a copy of the proposed
agreement shall accompany the report to each such
city or town.
Added by St. 1 965, c. 748, § 1.
§ 44E. Acceptance of recommendation; elec-
tion; establishment of district
The selectmen of each of the several towns, upon
receipt of a recommendation that a regional refuse
disposal district be established, shall cause the
question of accepting such plan to be presented for
determination by vote with printed ballots at the
next annual town meeting or at a special town
meeting called for the purpose. The mayors of the
several cities, upon receipt of a recommendation
that a regional refuse disposal district be estab-
lished, shall submit the question of accepting such
plan to the city council within sixty days after
receipt of the recommendation. In the case of
either a town or a city, the question to be voted on
shall be:
—
"Shall the city (town) accept the provi-
sions of sections 44A to 44K, inclusive, of chapter
40 of the General Laws providing for the establish-
ment of a regional refuse district, together with the
towns of and the cities of
, and the construction, main-
tenance and operation of a regional refuse disposal
facility by said district in accordance with the pro-
visions of a proposed agreement filed with the
selectmen or the mayor?"
If a majority of the members of each city council
voting on the question and a majority of the voters
in each town voting on the question shall vote in
the affirmative, the proposed regional refuse dis-
posal district shall be deemed to be established
forthwith in accordance with the terms of the pro-
posed agreement.
Added by St. 1 965, c. 748, § 1.
§ 44F. General powers of district
A regional refuse disposal district, established
under the provisions of section forty-four E, shall
be a body politic and corporate with the following
powers and duties:
—
(a) To adopt a name and a corporate seal, and
the engraved or printed facsimile of such seal ap-
pearing on a bond or note of the district shall have
the same legal effect as such seal would have if it
were impressed thereon.
(b) To sue and be sued, but only to the same
extent and upon the same conditions that a city or
town may be sued.
(c) To purchase, or take by eminent domain un-
der chapter seventy-nine land within the cities and
towns which have accepted the provisions of sec-
tions forty-four A to forty-four K, inclusive, for the
purposes of the district, and to construct and origi-
nally equip a refuse disposal facility for the benefit
of said cities and towns, and to make any necessary
contracts in relation thereto.
(d ) To incur debt for the purpose of acquiring
land and constructing, and originally equipping a
refuse disposal facility for a term not exceeding
twenty years; and provided, further, that written
notice of the amount of the debt and of the general
purposes for which it was authorized shall be given
to the city council of each city, and to the board of
selectmen of each town, comprising the district not
later than seven days after the date on which said
debt was authorized by the district committee; and
no debt may be incurred until the expiration of
thirty days from the date said debt was authorized
by the district committee. If, prior to the expira-
tion of said period, the city council of any member
city expresses disapproval of the amount author-
ized by the district committee, or any member
town expresses such disapproval by vote of a ma-
jority of the voters present and voting on the matter
at a town meeting called for the purpose of ex-
pressing such disapproval, the said debt shall not
be incurred and the regional refuse disposal plan-
ning committee shall thereupon prepare another
proposal which may be the same as any prior
proposal and an authorization to incur debt there-
for.
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(e) To issue bonds and notes in the name and
upon the full faith and credit of said district; said
bonds or notes shall be signed by the chairman and
the treasurer of the district committee, except that
said chairman by a writing bearing his written
signature and filed in the office of said treasurer,
which writing shall be open to public inspection,
may authorize said treasurer to cause to be en-
graved or printed on said bonds or notes a facsimi-
le of said chairman's signature, and such facsimile
signature so engraved or printed shall have the
same validity and effect as said chairman's written
signature, and each issue of bonds or notes shall be
a separate loan.
(/) To receive and disburse funds for any district
purpose.
(g) To incur temporary debt in anticipation of
revenue to be received from member cities and
towns.
(h) To assess member cities and towns for any
expenses of the district.
(i ) To receive any grants or gifts for the pur-
poses of the regional district.
(/ ) To engage legal counsel.
(k) To submit an annual report to each of the
member cities and towns, containing a detailed
financial statement, and a statement showing the
method by which the annual charges assessed
against each city and town were computed.
(/) To employ an executive director and such
other employees as it deems necessary to operate
such district.
(m) To adopt an annual operating budget, not
later than December first.
(n) To enter into contracts for refuse disposal
with non-member cities and towns as well as other
bodies politic, the United States of America and
other persons.
Added by St. 1965, c. 748, § 1. Amended by St.2003, c.
46, § 15.
§ 44G. Exercise of powers; officers of commit-
tee
The powers, duties and liabilities of a regional
refuse disposal district shall be vested in and exer-
cised by a regional refuse disposal district commit-
tee organized in accordance with the agreement.
The committee shall choose a chairman by ballot
from its membership. It shall appoint a secretary
and a treasurer, who may be the same person, but
who need not be members of said committee. The
treasurer shall receive and take charge of all mon-
ey belonging to the district and shall pay any bill of
the district which shall have been approved by the
committee. The treasurer may, by vote of said
committee, be compensated for his services. The
treasurer of said district shall be subject to the
provisions of sections thirty-five, fifty-two and one
hundred and nine A of chapter forty-one, to the
extent applicable.
Added by St. 1 965, c. 748, § 1.
§ 44H. Maintenance and operating expenses;
debts; determination and apportion-
ment
The regional refuse disposal district committee
shall annually determine the amounts necessary to
be raised to maintain and operate the district dur-
ing the ensuing fiscal year, and the amounts re-
quired for payment of debt and interest incurred by
the district which will be due in the said year, and
shall apportion the amount so determined among
the several member cities and towns in accordance
with the terms of the agreement. The amounts so
apportioned for each city or town shall, prior to
December thirty-first in each year, be certified by
the regional district treasurer to the treasurers of
the several cities and towns. The obligation of
each member city or town to pay apportionments
pursuant to the agreement shall be included in the
amounts to be assessed annually in such city or
town under section twenty-three of chapter fifty-
nine without appropriation and the city or town
treasurer shall pay to the district the amounts so
apportioned at the times specified in the agree-
ment. The amounts apportioned or to be appor-
tioned pursuant to the agreement shall not be in-
cluded in the statutory limit of indebtedness of any
city or town.
Added by St. 1965, c. 748, § 1. Amended by St. 1969, c.
849, § 34.
§ 447. Annual audit and report; costs
The director of accounts in the department of
corporations and taxation shall annually cause an
audit to be made of the accounts of the regional
refuse disposal district committee, and for this pur-
pose he, and his duly accredited agents, shall have
access to all necessary papers, books, and records.
Upon the completion of each audit, a report there-
on shall be made to the chairman of said district
committee, and a copy thereof shall be sent to the
mayor and to the chairman of the board of select-
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men, respectively, of each city and town which is a
member of said district. The director shall appor-
tion the cost among the several cities and towns
which are members of the district on the basis
provided by section forty-four C, and submit the
amounts of each apportionment to the state trea-
surer, who shall issue his warrant requiring the
assessors of the cities and towns which are mem-
bers of the district to assess a tax to the amount of
the expense, and such amounts shall be collected
and paid to the state treasurer, as provided by
section twenty of chapter fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1 965, c. 748, § 1.
§ 44J. Sale, lease or license of lands or facili-
ties to refuse disposal districts
The agreement made under section forty-four C,
or any amendment to such an agreement, may
contain provisions authorizing any member city or
town to sell, lease or license to the regional refuse
disposal district any refuse disposal facility and any
land appurtenant thereto or used in connection
therewith or any other property useful for the pur-
poses of the district, and any such city or town may
authorize such sale, lease or license accordingly,
notwithstanding the provisions of section three of
chapter forty or any other provisions of law to the
contrary. In case of a sale, the price and time or
times of payment and the method by which the
cities and towns other than the selling city or town
shall be assessed for such payment shall be set
forth in the agreement or amendment; but in no
case shall payments be made which shall extend
over a period in excess of twenty years. In the
case of a lease or license, the rental or license fee
and terms of payment and assessment shall be set
forth in the agreement or amendment. The lease
or license may be for a term not in excess of twenty
years, and may contain provisions for the extension
of the lease or license for an additional term not in
excess of twenty years at the option of the regional
refuse disposal district committee.
Added by St. 1 965, c. 748, § 1.
§ 44K. Bonds and notes; limit of indebtedness
The provisions of sections sixteen to twenty-
eight, inclusive, of chapter forty-four shall, so far as
apt, apply to regional refuse disposal districts, but
the provisions of section sixteen relating to the
countersigning of bonds and notes and the provi-
sions of section twenty-four relating to the counter-
signing and approval of notes and the certificates
of the clerk relating thereto shall not apply to such
districts. Any debt incurred by a regional refuse
disposal district shall not be subject to the limit of
indebtedness prescribed in section ten of chapter
forty-four.
Added by St. 1965, c. 748, § 1. Amended by St. 1987, c.
584, § 7.
§ 44L. Issuance of debt obligations to pay for
project costs
The rights and powers granted to cities and
towns by the provisions of section twenty-eight C of
chapter forty-four shall apply to regional refuse
disposal districts and for the purpose of said sec-
tion twenty-eight C the chief executive officer of a
regional refuse disposal district shall be the region-
al refuse disposal district committee.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 584, § 8.
§ 45. Recognizance; permission to designate
an agent
The selectmen of a town required to enter into a
recognizance may by an order or vote authorize
any person to enter into the recognizance in its
name and behalf. No surety shall be required
thereon.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1833, c. 216.
R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 88, 89.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 18.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 51.
R.L.1902,c. 25, § 58.
§ 46. Certification of claims
Any person authorized to approve a claim
against a town for labor, materials or service may,
before approval thereof, require the claimant to
certify under oath that all the articles for which
claim is made have been furnished, or that all the
labor or service has been performed, and that no
commission, discount, bonus, reward or present of
any kind has been received by, or promised to, or is
expected by, any person on account of the same.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1862, c. 101, § 3.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 111.
St. 1893, c. 423, § 40.
R.L.1902,c. 25, § 98.
§ 47. Town seal; establishment; use
Each town shall have a seal, established at a
town meeting, to be kept by the town clerk. Pa-
pers or documents issued from any office or board
of the town may be attested therewith. Cities
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which had an authorized seal in use on May tenth,
eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, may continue to
use such seal until changed by ordinance, and
other cities shall by ordinance establish a seal of
the city and designate the custodian thereof.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1898, c. 389, § 2.
St. 1899, c. 256, §§ 1,2.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 28; c. 26, § 4.
§ 48. Establishment of suitable place to keep
books; penalty for noncompliance; cus-
tody of books and records
Every town shall provide suitable places, to be
approved by the supervisor of public records, for
the preservation and convenient use of all books,
reports and laws received from the commonwealth;
and for every month's neglect so to do shall forfeit
ten dollars. Said books, reports and laws shall be
in the custody or control of the town clerk, unless
the city council or selectmen shall by vote desig-
nate some other person to have said custody or
control of all or part of the same.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1858, c. 106, §§ 1,2.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 17.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 24.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 27.
St. 1907, c. 117.
St.1908, c. 142, §§ 1,2.
St.1919, c. 350, § 24.
§ 49. Annual town reports; publication; penalty
for noncompliance
The selectmen, before the annual town meeting,
shall at the expense of the town print the annual
town report for the use of the inhabitants contain-
ing the report of the selectmen for the calendar or
fiscal year preceding said meeting, the report of the
school committee, statements in tabulated form
prepared under section sixty of chapter forty-one
unless otherwise printed as provided in said sec-
tion, the annual report of the town accountant for
the preceding fiscal year as provided in section
sixty-one of chapter forty-one, the annual report of
the town treasurer as provided in section thirty-five
of chapter forty-one, and except as otherwise pro-
vided by vote or by-law of the town, of such other
officers and boards as consider it expedient to
make a report, the jury list as required by chapter
two hundred and thirty-four, and such other mat-
ters as the law, or the town by vote or by-law,
requires or as the selectmen consider expedient. If
the selectmen neglect or refuse to make the annual
report, they shall severally forfeit fifty dollars.
A town may by by-law provide for the printing of
such fiscal year reports as it deems suitable within
ninety days of the close of the fiscal year. A copy of
such fiscal year reports shall be transmitted by the
town clerk to the state library before the first day of
November. A town may also by by-law provide for
the printing of all reports of town officers and
boards, committees and commissions on a fiscal
year basis in place of the calendar year report
required by this section.
Amended by St. 1969, c. 849, § 34A; St. 1971, c. 766, § 8;
St. 1 975, c. 219; SU991.C. 212; St.2000, c. 105.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 29.
St.1918, c. 291, § 4.
§ 50. Annual town report; copy to state library
One copy or more of the annual report and of
any special report of a town shall annually, on or
before the last day of May, be transmitted by the
town clerk to the state library, and until such
transmission the publications distributed by the
commonwealth shall be withheld from the town.
Amended by St. 1974, c. 268.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1866, c. 195, §§ 1,2.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 25,26.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 30.
§ 51. Publication of information concerning
persons receiving aid from governmen-
tal agencies forbidden; exceptions;
penalties
No town or officer thereof shall publish or dis-
close in any manner to others than officers of any
city, town or other governmental agency or the
duly authorized agents of such officers the names
of any persons residing in such town who received
benefits under chapter one hundred and fifteen,
except that a duly incorporated charitable corpora-
tion shall be informed, upon its request, as to
whether or not any designated person has received
such benefits. No department, board or commis-
sion, or agent thereof, of a town providing aid,
guidance or advice solely to persons who are in
active military or naval service during the time of
war, or who were formerly in such service, or to
the dependents of any such persons, shall furnish
any records or information to any social service
index, so called, or exchange information with any
other agency, except as hereinbefore provided.
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Whoever violates any provision of this section shall
be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five
nor more than five hundred dollars.
Amended by Si. 1937, c. 196; St.1945, c. 340; St. 1946, c.
584, § 3; St.1974, c. 260, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 412.
St.1919, c. 290, § 2.
St. 1931, c. 394, § 110.
§ 52. Size of official letters
All official letters from officers of towns shall be
written or printed, so far as practicable, on paper
eight and one half inches wide and eleven inches
long.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l913,c. 702.
§ 53. Restraint of illegal appropriations; ten
taxpayer actions
If a town, regional school district, or a district as
defined in section one A, or any of its officers or
agents are about to raise or expend money or incur
obligations purporting to bind said town, regional
school district, or district for any purpose or object
or in any manner other than that for and in which
such town, regional school district, or district has
the legal and constitutional right and power to
raise or expend money or incur obligations, the
supreme judicial or superior court may, upon peti-
tion of not less than ten taxable inhabitants of the
town, or not less than ten taxable inhabitants of
any town in the regional school district, or not less
than ten taxable inhabitants of that portion of a
town which is in the district, determine the same in
equity, and may, before the final determination of
the cause, restrain the unlawful exercise or abuse
of such corporate power.
Amended by St. 1969, c. 507.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1847, c. 37.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 79.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 129.
St. 1885, c. 312, § 5.
St.1891, c. 293.
St. 1898, c. 490.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 100.
§ 54. Building permit restrictions; availability
of water supply; disposal of debris
No building permit shall be issued for the con-
struction of a building which would necessitate the
use of water therein, unless a supply of water is
available therefor either from a water system oper-
ated by a city, town or district, or from a well
located on the land where the building is to be
constructed, or from a water corporation or com-
pany, as defined in section one of chapter one
hundred and sixty-five.
Every city or town shall require, as a condition of
issuing a building permit or license for the demoli-
tion, renovation, rehabilitation or other alteration
of a building or structure, that the debris resulting
from such demolition, renovation, rehabilitation or
alteration be disposed of in a properly licensed
solid waste disposal facility, as defined by section
one hundred and fifty A of chapter one hundred
and eleven. Any such permit or license shall indi-
cate the location of the facility at which the debris
is to be disposed. If for any reason, the debris will
not be disposed of as indicated, the permittee or
licensee shall notify the issuing authority as to the
location where the debris will be disposed. The
issuing authority shall amend the permit or license
to so indicate.
Added by St. 1965, c. 385, § 1. Amended by St. 1987, c.
584, § 9.
§ 54A. State consent to issuance of permit to
build on lands formerly used as a
railroad right-of-way; damages in ab-
sence thereof
If a city or town or any other person purchases
any lands formerly used as a railroad right-of-way
or any property appurtenant thereto formerly used
by any railroad company in the commonwealth, no
permit to build a structure of any kind on land so
purchased shall be issued by any city or town in
the commonwealth without first obtaining, after
public hearing, the consent in writing to the issu-
ance of such permit from the secretary of the
executive office of transportation and construction.
If said secretary does not consent to the issuance of
such permit, the owner of the land may recover
from the commonwealth such damages as would
be awarded under the provisions of chapter seven-
ty-nine.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the second
sentence of the foregoing paragraph, there shall be
no recovery from the commonwealth in damages
under said sentence by an owner of such land
purchased after January first, nineteen hundred
and seventy-six.
Added by St. 1973, c. 963. Amended bv St. 1975, c. 859,
§ 18A.
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§ 55. Annuity contract, custodial account or
other investment for hospital employees
Any city through an officer designated by the city
council or any town through an officer designated
by the selectmen which operates a hospital may
enter into a written agreement with such hospital
employees to purchase or make payments to an
individual or group annuity contract, custodial ac-
count, or any other investment authorized under
section 403(b) of the Internal Revenue Code 1 for
such employee; provided, however, that in no
event shall the total of the premiums paid for the
purchase of any such annuity, custodial account, or
other investment and the employee's includible
compensation for any year exceed the total annual
salary or compensation under the existing salary
schedule or classification plan applicable to such
employee in such year. As used in this section, the
words "includible compensation'' shall have the
same meaning as in said section 403(b) and the
word "premiums" shall include contributions paid
to any such custodial account or other investment.
Such employee's rights under such annuity con-
tract, custodial account or other investment shall
be nonforfeitable. Such contract shall be pur-
chased only from an insurer authorized to issue life
insurance or annuity contracts in the common-
wealth; any such custodial account or other invest-
ment shall be purchased only from a company or
corporation authorized to sell such other invest-
ments in the commonwealth; provided, however,
that any such city or town may agree with any such
employee or prospective employee who has an an-
nuity contract, custodial account or any such other
investment in force for at least ninety days prior to
the effective date of such agreement to continue to
make premium payments under such contract, ac-
count or investment subsequent to the effective
date of such agreement, without regard to whether
or not such contract, account or investment has
been issued or sold by an entity authorized to issue
or sell such contracts, accounts or other invest-
ments in the commonwealth, but in such case any
subsequent contract shall be purchased only from
an insurer authorized to issue life insurance or
annuity contracts in the commonwealth, and any
such custodial account or other investment shall be
purchased only from a company or corporation
authorized to sell such accounts or other invest-
ments in the commonwealth. Upon execution of
such an agreement, the officer of the city or town
thereunto authorized shall forthwith give written
notice thereof to the treasurer of such city or town
and shall certify the amount and dates of premiums
payable under the terms of such contract, account
or investment, the name of the issuing insurer or
selling company or corporation and the office to
which such premium payments shall be made.
Said treasurer shall thereafter make such premium
payments while such contract, account or invest-
ment is in force and such employee is actively
employed by the city or town and, upon written
notice duly given by said officer, shall make any
changes in the manner or amount of premium
payments required under the terms of any subse-
quent agreement, contract, account or investment
entered into by such employee and the city or town
and shall stop such premium payments when so
notified by such officer. Such city or town shall
not offer to such employee any such annuity plan,
custodial account or other investment to the exclu-
sion of any other plan, custodial account or other
investment, whether group or individual.
Added by St. 1970, c. 337. Amended by St. 1987, c. 348,
§ 1.
l 26 U.S.C.A. § 403(b).
§ 56. Percentages of local tax levy for property
The commissioner shall triennially certify as to
whether the board of assessors is assessing proper-
ty at full and fair cash valuation. Once certified, a
city or town may classify in the manner set out in
this section for the year of certification and for the
two years next following said year of certification.
The selectmen or town council of each town and
the city council together with the mayor's approval
in each city, which city or town has been certified
by the commissioner of revenue to be assessing
property at full and fair cash valuation, shall annu-
ally first determine the percentages of the local tax
levy to be borne by each class of real property, as
defined in section two A of chapter fifty-nine, and
personal property for the next fiscal year; provid-
ed, however, that if the mayor vetoes the city
council's percentages, in a city, the city council
may override such veto with a vote equal to two-
thirds of the members elected. In determining
such percentages, the selectmen, town council or
the city council, together with the mayor's approv-
al, as the case may be, shall first adopt a residential
factor; provided, however, that if the mayor vetoes
the city council's factor, in a city, the city council
may override such veto with a vote equal to two-
thirds of the members elected. Said factor shall be
an amount not less than the minimum residential
factor determined by the commissioner of revenue
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in accordance with the provisions of section one A
of chapter fifty-eight and shall be used by the board
of assessors to determine the percentages of the
local tax levy to be borne by each class of real and
personal property. Prior to the adoption of such
percentages, the selectmen, town council or the
city council, as the case may be, shall conduct a
public hearing on the question of their adoption.
At such hearing, the board of assessors shall pro-
vide all information and data relevant to making
such determination and the fiscal effect of the
available alternatives. The commissioner of reve-
nue shall not approve the tax rate of a city or town
under section twenty-three of chapter fifty-nine un-
til the selectmen, town council or the city council,
as the case may be, have held such a public hearing
and until the city or town has adopted the percent-
ages of the local tax levy to be borne by each class
of real and personal property.
Class one percentage, the full and fair cash valu-
ation of the class one property divided by the full
and fair cash valuation of all real and personal
property in said city or town multiplied by the
residential factor.
Class two percentage, the full and fair cash valu-
ation of the class two property divided by the full
and fair cash valuation of all real and personal
property in said city or town multiplied by not less
than seventy-five per cent of the residential factor.
Class three percentage, the full and fair cash
valuation of the class three property divided by the
sum of full and fair cash valuation of class three
and class four real property and personal property
in such city or town multiplied by the difference
between one hundred per cent and the sum of the
class one and two percentages.
Class four percentage, the full and fair cash
valuation of the class four property divided by the
sum of the full and fair cash valuation of the class
three and class four real property and personal
property in such city or town multiplied by the
difference between one hundred per cent and the
sum of the class one and class two percentages.
Personal property percentage, the full and fair
cash valuation of the personal property in a city or
town divided by the sum of the full and fair cash
valuation of the class three and class four real
property and the personal property in a city or
town multiplied by the difference between one hun-
dred per cent and the sum of the class one and
class two percentages.
As used in this section the full and fair cash
valuation amounts shall be those amounts as deter-
mined by the commissioner of revenue and sent to
each city and town pursuant to section one A of
chapter fifty-eight.
The percentages, so determined, shall upon certi-
fication of the commissioner be transmitted to the
board of assessors to be used in setting the tax
rates pursuant to section twenty-three A of chapter
fifty-nine.
Notwithstanding the first paragraph, the com-
missioner may, from time to time, issue a revised
schedule for the year in which the commissioner
shall certify whether the board of assessors is as-
sessing property at full and fair cash valuation.
After the schedule is issued, a city or town may
classify in the manner set forth in this section for
any year before the next year of certification estab-
lished in the schedule for the city or town. In
arranging the schedule, the commissioner shall, so
far as is practicable and appropriate, consider at
least the following goals: balancing the number of
certification reviews conducted in each year of the
triennial period; facilitating and implementing
joint or cooperative assessing agreements or dis-
tricts; assisting the boards of assessors to comply
with minimum standards of assessment perform-
ance established under section 1 of chapter 58;
and producing uniformity in the valuation, classifi-
cation and assessment of property within each city
or town and throughout the commonwealth.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 1. Amended by St. 1980, c.
261, § 2; St. 1981, c. 419; St.1982, c. 369, §§ 1, 2;
St.1983, c. 79, § 1; St. 1989, c. 718, § 2; St.2010, c. 188,
§ 25, cff. July 27, 2010.
§ 57. Local licenses and permits; denial, revo-
cation or suspension for failure to pay
municipal taxes or charges
Any city or town which accepts the provisions of
this section, may by by-law or ordinance deny any
application for, or revoke or suspend a building
permit, or any local license or permit including
renewals and transfers issued by any board, officer,
department for any person, corporation or business
enterprise, who has neglected or refused to pay any
local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or any
other municipal charges, including amounts as-
sessed under the provisions of section twenty-one D
or with respect to any activity, event or other
matter which is the subject of such license or
permit and which activity, event or matter is car-
ried out or exercised or is to be carried out or
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exercised on or about real estate whose owner has
neglected or refused to pay any local taxes, fees,
assessments, betterments or any other municipal
charges. Such by-law or ordinances shall provide
that:
(a) The tax collector or other municipal official
responsible for records of all municipal taxes, as-
sessments, betterments and other municipal
charges, hereinafter referred to as the tax collector,
shall annually furnish to each department, board,
commission or division, hereinafter referred to as
the licensing authority, that issues licenses or per-
mits including renewals and transfers, a list of any
person, corporation, or business enterprise, herein-
after referred to as the party, that has neglected or
refused to pay any local taxes, fees, assessments,
betterments or other municipal charges for not less
than a twelve month period, and that such party
has not filed in good faith a pending application for
an abatement of such tax or a pending petition
before the appellate tax board.
(b) The licensing authority may deny, revoke or
suspend any license or permit, including renewals
and transfers of any party whose name appears on
said list furnished to the licensing authority from
the tax collector or with respect to any activity,
event or other matter which is the subject of such
license or permit and which activity, event or mat-
ter is carried out or exercised or is to be carried
out or exercised on or about real estate owned by
any party whose name appears on said list fur-
nished to the licensing authority from the tax col-
lector; provided, however, that written notice is
given to the party and the tax collector, as required
by applicable provisions of law, and the party is
given a hearing, to be held not earlier than four-
teen days after said notice. Said list shall be prima
facie evidence for denial, revocation or suspension
of said license or permit to any party. The tax
collector shall have the right to intervene in any
hearing conducted with respect to such license
denial, revocation or suspension. Any findings
made by the licensing authority with respect to
such license denial, revocation or suspension shall
be made only for the purposes of such proceeding
and shall not be relevant to or introduced in any
other proceeding at law, except for any appeal
from such license denial, revocation or suspension.
Any license or permit denied, suspended or re-
voked under this section shall not be reissued or
renewed until the license authority receives a cer-
tificate issued by the tax collector that the party is
in good standing with respect to any and all local
taxes, fees, assessments, betterments or other mu-
nicipal charges, payable to the municipality as the
date of issuance of said certificate.
(c) Any party shall be given an opportunity to
enter into a payment agreement, thereby allowing
the licensing authority to issue a certificate indicat-
ing said limitations to the license or permit and the
validity of said license shall be conditioned upon
the satisfactory compliance with said agreement.
Failure to comply with said agreement shall be
grounds for the suspension or revocation of said
license or permit; provided, however, that the
holder be given notice and a hearing as required by
applicable provisions of law.
(d) The board of selectmen may waive such deni-
al, suspension or revocation if it finds there is no
direct or indirect business interest by the property
owner, its officers or stockholders, if any, or mem-
bers of his immediate family, as defined in section
one of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight A in the
business or activity conducted in or on said proper-
ty-
This section shall not apply to the following
licenses and permits: open burning; section thir-
teen of chapter forty-eight; bicycle permits; sec-
tion eleven A of chapter eighty-five; sales of arti-
cles for charitable purposes, section thirty-three of
chapter one hundred and one; children work per-
mits, section sixty-nine of chapter one hundred and
forty-nine; clubs, associations dispensing food or
beverage licenses, section twenty-one E of chapter
one hundred and forty; dog licenses, section one
hundred and thirty-seven of chapter one hundred
and forty; fishing, hunting, trapping license, sec-
tion twelve of chapter one hundred and thirty-one;
marriage licenses, section twenty-eight of chapter
two hundred and seven and theatrical events, pub-
lic exhibition permits, section one hundred and
eighty-one of chapter one hundred and forty.
A city or town may exclude any local license or
permit from this section by by-law or ordinance.
Added by St. 1985, c. 640. Amended by St. 1992, c. 286,
§ 117; St.1993, c. 408, §§ 1, 2; St. 1996, c. 74, §§ 1, 2.
§ 58. Municipal charges lien
Any city or town may impose a lien on real
property located within the city or town for any
local charge or fee that has not been paid by the
due date, said lien shall be known as the "munici-
pal charges lien"; provided, that a separate vote at
a town meeting, or by a city or town council is
taken for each type of charge or fee.
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A municipal charges lien authorized under this
section shall take effect upon the recording of a list
of unpaid municipal charges and fees by parcel of
land and by the name of the person assessed for the
charge or fee in the registry of deeds of the county
or district where the land subject to the lien lies.
If a charge or fee which is secured by a munici-
pal charges lien remains unpaid when the asses-
sors are preparing a real estate tax list and warrant
to be committed under section fifty-three of chapter
fifty-nine, the board or officer in charge of the
collection of the municipal charge or fee, or the
town collector of taxes, if applicable under section
thirty-eight A of chapter forty-one, shall certify
such charge or fee to the assessors, who shall
forthwith add such charge or fee to the tax on the
property to which it relates and commit it with
their warrant to the collector of taxes as part of
such tax.
If the property to which such charge or fee
relates is tax exempt, such charge or fee shall be
committed as the tax. A lien under this section
may be discharged by filing a certificate from the
tax collector that all municipal charges or fees
constituting the lien, together with any interest and
costs thereon, have been paid or legally abated.
All costs of recording or discharging a lien under
this section shall be borne by the owner of the
property.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 626.
§ 59. Tax increment financing plan
Notwithstanding any general or special law to
the contrary, any city or town by vote of its town
meeting, town council, or city council with the
approval of the mayor where required by law, on
its own behalf or in conjunction with one or more
cities or towns, and pursuant to regulations issued
by the director of housing and community develop-
ment, may adopt and prosecute a tax increment
financing hereinafter referred to as TIF plan, and
do any and all things necessary thereto; provided,
however, that the TIF plan:
(i) designates one or more areas of such city or
town as a TIF zone; provided, however, that each
area so designated is wholly within an area desig-
nated by the director of economic development,
pursuant to regulations adopted by the economic
assistance coordinating council established pursu-
ant to section three B of chapter twenty-three A, as
presenting exceptional opportunities for increased
economic development; provided, further, that in
the case of a TIF plan adopted by more than one
city or town, the areas designated as TIF zones
shall be contiguous areas of such cities or towns;
(ii) describes in detail all construction and con-
struction-related activity, public and private, con-
templated for such TIF zone as of the date of
adoption of the TIF plan; provided, however, that
in the case of public construction as aforesaid, the
TIF plan shall include a detailed projection of the
costs thereof and a betterment schedule for the
defrayal of such costs; provided, further, that the
TIF plan shall provide that no costs of such public
constructions shall be recovered through better-
ments or special assessments imposed on any party
which has not executed an agreement in accor-
dance with the provisions of clause (v); and pro-
vided, further, that in the case of private construc-
tion as aforesaid, the TIF plan shall include the
types of industrial and commercial developments
which are projected to occur within such TIF zone,
with documentary evidence of the level of commit-
ment therefor, including but not limited to archi-
tectural plans and specifications as required by
said regulations;
(iii) authorizes tax increment exemptions from
property taxes, under clause Fifty-first of section 5
of chapter 59, for a specified term not to exceed 20
years, for any parcel of real property which is
located in the TIF zone and for which an agree-
ment has been executed with the owner of the real
property under clause (v); provided, however, that
the TIF plan shall specify the level of the exemp-
tions expressed as exemption percentages, not to
exceed 100 per cent to be used in calculating the
exemptions for the parcel, and for personal proper-
ty situated on that parcel, as provided under said
clause Fifty-first of said section 5 of said chapter
59; provided, further, that the exemption for each
parcel of real property shall be calculated using an
adjustment factor for each fiscal year of the speci-
fied term equal to the product of the inflation
factors for each fiscal year since the parcel first
became eligible for an exemption under this clause;
provided, further that the inflation factor for each
fiscal year shall be a ratio;
(a) the numerator of which shall be the total
assessed value of all parcels of commercial and
industrial real estate that are assessed at full and
fair cash value for the current fiscal year minus the
new growth adjustment for the current fiscal year
attributable to the commercial and industrial real
estate as determined by the commissioner of reve-
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nue under subsection (f) of section 21C of chapter
59; and
(b) the denominator of which shall be the total
assessed value for the preceding fiscal year of all
the parcels included in the numerator; provided,
however, that the ratio shall not be less than 1;
(iv) establishes a maximum percentage of the
costs of any public construction, referenced in
clause (ii) and initiated subsequent to the adoption
of the TIF plan, that can be recovered through
betterments or special assessments against any par-
cel of real property eligible for tax increment ex-
emptions from property taxes pursuant to clause
(iii) during the period of such parcel's eligibility for
exemption from annual property taxes pursuant to
clause fifty-first of section five of chapter fifty-nine,
notwithstanding the provisions of chapter eighty or
any other general or special law authorizing the
imposition of betterments or special assessments;
(v) includes executed agreements between such
city or town and each owner of a parcel of real
property which is located in such TIF zone; pro-
vided, however, that each such agreement shall
include: (1) all material representations of the
parties which served as the basis for the descrip-
tions contained in the TIF plan in accordance with
the provisions of clause (ii); (2) a detailed recita-
tion of the tax increment exemptions and the maxi-
mum percentage of the cost of public improve-
ments that can be recovered through betterments
or special assessments regarding such parcel of
real property pursuant to clauses (iii) and (iv); (3)
a detailed recitation of all other benefits and re-
sponsibilities inuring to and assumed by the parties
to such agreement; and (4) a provision that such
agreement shall be binding upon subsequent own-
ers of such parcel of real property;
(vi) delegates to one board, agency or officer of
the city or town the authority to execute agree-
ments in accordance with the provisions of clause
(v);
(vii) is certified as an approved TIF plan by the
economic assistance coordinating council estab-
lished by section three B of chapter twenty-three A
pursuant to regulations adopted by said council;
provided, however, that the economic assistance
coordinating council shall find, based on the infor-
mation submitted in support of the TIF plan by the
city or town and such additional investigation as
the economic assistance coordinating council shall
make, and incorporate in its minutes, that the plan
is consistent with the requirements of this section
and will further the public purpose of encouraging
increased industrial and commercial activity in the
commonwealth; provided, further, that a city or
town may at any time revoke its designation of a
TIF zone and, as a consequence of such revoca-
tion, shall immediately cease the execution of any
additional agreements pursuant to clause (v); pro-
vided, further, such revocation shall not affect
agreements relative to property tax exemptions
and limitations on betterments and special assess-
ments pursuant to said clause (v) which were exe-
cuted prior thereto; and provided, further, that the
board, agency or officer of the city or town author-
ized pursuant to clause (vi) to execute agreements
shall forward to the board of assessors a copy of
each such agreement, together with a list of the
parcels included therein; and
(viii) requires of an owner of a parcel pursuant
to clause (v) to submit to the city or town clerk and
the economic assistance coordinating council a re-
port detailing the status of the construction laid out
in the plan; the current value of the property; and
the number of jobs created to date as a result of the
plan; provided, however, that a report shall be
filed every 5 years for the term of the tax increment
exemption allowed under clause Fifty-first of sec-
tion 5 of chapter 59; and provided further, that a
final report shall be filed in the final year of the
exemption.
Added by St.1993, c. 19, § 12. Amended by St.1993, c.
110, § 104; St. 1996, c. 450, §96; St. 1998, c. 161,
§§ 253, 254; St.2010, c. 240, §§ 75, 76, eft. Aug. 1, 2010;
St.2010, c. 454, §§ 30 to 33, eff. Jan. 14, 201 1.
§ 60. Urban center housing tax increment fi-
nancing zone (UCH-TIF)
(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary, a city or town by vote of its town
meeting, town council or city council with the
approval of the mayor where required by law, on
its own behalf or in conjunction with 1 or more
cities or towns and under regulations issued by the
director of housing and community development,
in consultation with the department of economic
development and the department of revenue, may
adopt and prosecute an urban center housing tax
increment financing plan, in this section referred
to as a UCH-TIF plan, intended to encourage in-
creased residential growth, affordable housing and
commercial growth in urban center housing zones
and do all things necessary thereto; provided, how-
ever, that the UCH-TIF plan shall:—
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(i) designate any area of the city or town as an
urban center housing tax increment financing
zone, in this section referred to as a UCH-TIF
zone, which shall be defined as a commercial cen-
ter characterized by a predominance of commer-
cial land uses, a high daytime or business popula-
tion, a high concentration of daytime traffic and
parking and a need for multi-unit residential prop-
erties; provided, however, that the designation of a
UCH-TIF zone shall be subject to the approval of
the department of housing and community devel-
opment under regulations adopted by the depart-
ment consistent with this section; provided further,
that a city or town may not enter into any UCH-
TIF agreement, as defined in clause (v), unless the
area governed by the UCH-TIF agreement is so
designated and approved by the department of
housing and community development; and provid-
ed further, that in the case of a UCH-TIF plan
adopted by more than 1 city or town, the areas
designated as UCH-TIF zones shall be contiguous
areas of those cities and towns;
(ii) describe in detail all construction, recon-
struction, rehabilitation and related activities, pub-
lic and private, contemplated for such UCH-TIF
zone as of the date of the adoption of the UCH-TIF
plan; provided, however, that in the case of public
construction as aforesaid, the UCH-TIF plan shall
include a detailed projection of the costs and a
betterment schedule for the defrayal of such costs;
provided further, that the UCH-TIF plan shall pro-
vide that no costs of such public constructions shall
be recovered through betterments or special assess-
ments imposed on a party which has not executed
a UCH-TIF agreement in accordance with clause
(v); and provided, further, that in the case of
private construction as aforesaid, the UCH-TIF
plan shall include the types of affordable housing
and residential and commercial growth which are
projected to occur within such UCH-TIF zone,
with documentary evidence of the level of commit-
ment therefor including, but not limited to, archi-
tectural plans and specifications as required by the
regulations;
(iii) authorize tax increment exemptions from
property taxes, under clause Fifty-first of section 5
of chapter 59, for a specified term not to exceed 20
years, for any parcel of real property which is
located in the UCH-TIF zone and for which an
agreement has been executed under clause (v);
provided, however, that the UCH-TIF plan shall
specify the level of exemptions expressed as exemp-
tion percentages, not to exceed 100 per cent to be
used in calculating the exemptions for the parcel,
and for personal property situated on that parcel,
as provided under said clause Fifty-first of said
section 5 of said chapter 59; provided, further, that
the exemption for each parcel of real property shall
be calculated using an adjustment factor for each
fiscal year of the specified term equal to the prod-
uct of the inflation factors for each fiscal year since
the parcel first became eligible for such exemption
under this clause; provided, further, that the infla-
tion factor for each fiscal year shall be a ratio:
(1) the numerator of which, shall be the total
assessed value of all parcels of all residential real
estate that are assessed at full and fair cash value
for the current fiscal year minus the new growth
adjustment factor for the current fiscal year attrib-
utable to the residential real estate as determined
by the commissioner of revenue under paragraph
(f) of section 2 1 C of said chapter 59; or
(2) the numerator of which, in a UCH-TIF zone
where the property includes a mix of residential
and commercial uses, shall be the total assessed
value of all parcels of all residential and commer-
cial real estate that are assessed at full and fair
cash value for the current fiscal year minus the
new growth adjustment factor for the current fiscal
year attributable to the residential and commercial
real estate as determined by the commissioner of
revenue under said paragraph (0 of said section
2 1C of said chapter 59; and
(3) the denominator of which shall be the total
assessed value for the preceding fiscal year of all
the parcels included in the numerator; provided,
however, that such ratio should not be less than 1.
(iv) establish a maximum percentage of the costs
of any public construction, referenced in clause (ii)
and initiated subsequent to the adoption of the
UCH-TIF plan, that can be recovered through bet-
terments or special assessments against real prop-
erty eligible for tax increment exemptions from
property taxes under clause (iii) during the period
of the parcel's eligibility for exemption from annual
property taxes under said clause Fifty-first of said
section 5 of said chapter 59, notwithstanding chap-
ter 80 or any other general or special law authoriz-
ing the imposition of betterments or special assess-
ments;
(v) include executed agreements, hereinafter re-
ferred to as UCH-TIF agreements, between a city
and town and each owner of real property which is
located in a UCH-TIF zone, but each such agree-
ment shall include, but not be limited to, the fol-
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lowing: (1) all material representations of the par-
ties which served as a basis for the descriptions
contained in the UCH-TIF plan in accordance with
clause (ii) and which served as a basis for the
granting of a UCH-TIF exemption; (2) any terms
deemed appropriate by the city or town relative to
compliance with the UCH-TIF agreement includ-
ing, but not limited to, what shall constitute a
default by the property owner and what remedies
shall be allowed between the parties for any such
defaults, including an early termination of the
agreement; (3) provisions requiring that either 25
per cent of the housing units assisted by the UCH-
TIF agreement shall be affordable to occupants or
families with incomes at or below 80 per cent of
the median income for the area in which the city or
town is located as defined by the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development or
such other requirement of affordable housing as is
necessary to achieve financial feasibility for the
development pursuant to regulations and guide-
lines promulgated by the department of housing
and community development; (4) provisions stat-
ing that housing units that meet the affordability
requirements of subclause (3) shall subject to use
restrictions as defined in this section; (5) provi-
sions stating that the property shall be subject to an
option to purchase and a right of first refusal as
defined in subsections (c) and (d); (6) a detailed
recitation of the tax increment exemptions and the
maximum percentage of the cost of public improve-
ments that can be recovered through betterments
or special assessments regarding a parcel of real
property pursuant to clauses (iii) and (iv); (7) a
detailed recitation of all other benefits and respon-
sibilities inuring to and assumed by the parties to
an agreement; and (8) a provision that the agree-
ment shall be binding upon subsequent owners of
the parcel of real property; and
(vi) delegate to a board, agency or officer of the
city or town, the authority to execute agreements in
accordance with clause (v).
(b) An executed UCH-TIF agreement shall be
submitted by the applicable city or town to the
department of housing and community develop-
ment for the approval of the director; provided,
however, that the city or town shall, if it has not
previously done so, submit a plan showing the
boundaries of its urban center housing zone and a
report explaining the criteria used by the city or
town in establishing the zone; provided, however,
that the director shall review each UCH-TIF plan
and agreement to determine whether they comply
with the terms of this section and any regulations
which may be adopted by the director of housing
and community development; provided further,
that the director shall certify, based upon the infor-
mation submitted in support of the UCH-TIF plan
by the city or town and through such additional
investigation as the director shall make, that the
plan and agreement are consistent with the re-
quirements of this section and will further the
public purpose of encouraging increased residen-
tial growth, affordable housing and commercial
growth in the commonwealth; provided further,
that a city or town may, at any time, revoke its
designation of a UCH-TIF zone and, as a conse-
quence of such revocation, shall immediately cease
the execution of any additional agreements under
clause (v) of subsection (a); provided, further, that
a revocation shall not affect agreements relative to
property tax exemptions and limitations on better-
ments and special assessments under said clause
(v) of said subsection (a) or use restrictions or
options to purchase and rights of first refusal re-
quired by this section which were executed before
the revocation; provided further, that the board,
agency, or officer of the city or town authorized
under clause (vi) of said subsection (a) to execute
agreements shall forward to the board of assessors
a copy of each such agreement, together with a list
of the parcels included therein; and provided fur-
ther, that an executed and approved UCH-TIF
shall be recorded in the registry of deeds or the
registry district of the land court wherein the land
lies.
(c) Notwithstanding any other general or special
law to the contrary, an affordable housing unit
benefiting from a real estate tax exemption under
this section that meets the affordability require-
ments of subclause (3) of clause (v) of subsection
(a) shall continue to meet those requirements for
40 years or for its useful life, whichever is longer as
may be specified in the recorded restriction. Such
restriction shall be approved by the department of
housing and community development in accor-
dance with section 32 of chapter 184 and shall be
recorded in the registry of deeds or the registry
district of the land court wherein the land lies.
Upon the expiration of such restrictions, the de-
partment of housing and community development
or its assignee shall have an option to purchase the
property subject to or previously subject to a UCH-
TIF agreement.
(d) (1) Within 120 days after the expiration of
the affordability restrictions created under this sec-
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tion, the department or its assignee, who shall be a
qualified developer selected pursuant to the terms
of this section under the guidelines of the depart-
ment, shall have an option to purchase the proper-
ty at its current appraised value reduced by any
remaining obligation of the owner. Two impartial
appraisers shall determine, within 60 days after the
expiration of the affordability restrictions, the cur-
rent appraised value in accordance with recog-
nized professional standards. Two professionals in
the field of multi-unit residential housing shall se-
lect each such appraiser. The owner and the de-
partment, respectively, shall each designate 1 pro-
fessional within 30 days after the expiration of the
affordability restrictions. If there exists a differ-
ence in the valuations provided by the appraisals,
the 2 valuations shall be added together and divid-
ed by 2 to determine the current appraised value of
the property.
(2) Prior to a sale or transfer or other disposition
of housing assisted under this section where the
department has not previously exercised an option
to purchase, an owner shall offer the department
or its assignee, who shall be a qualified developer
selected under this section under the guidelines of
the department, a first refusal option to meet a
bona fide offer to purchase the property. The
owner shall provide to the department or its as-
signee written notice, by regular and certified mail,
return receipt requested, of his intention to sell,
transfer or otherwise dispose of the property. The
department or its assignee shall hold a first refusal
option for the first 120 days after receipt of the
owner's notice of intent to transfer the property.
Failure to respond to the written notice of the
owner's intent to sell, transfer or otherwise dispose
of the property within 120 days after the receipt of
the notice shall constitute a waiver of the right of
first refusal by the department.
(3) No sale, transfer or other disposition of the
land shall be consummated until either the first
refusal option period has expired or the owner was
notified in writing by the department or assignee in
question that the option will not be exercised.
Such option may be exercised only by written no-
tice signed by a designated representative of the
department or its assignee, mailed to the owner by
certified mail at such address as may be specified
in his notice of intention and recorded with the
registry of deeds or the registry district of the land
court of the county in which the affected real
property is located, within the option period. If
the first refusal option has been assigned to a
qualified developer selected under this section un-
der guidelines issued by the department, such writ-
ten notice shall state the name and address of the
developer and the terms and conditions of the
assignment. An affidavit before a notary public
that the notice of intent was mailed on behalf of the
owner shall conclusively establish the manner and
time of the giving of the notice, but the affidavit,
and the notice that the option will not be exercised
shall be recorded with the registry of deeds or the
registry district of the land court of the county in
which the affected real property is located. Each
notice of intention, notice of exercise of the option
and notice that the option will not be exercised
shall contain the name of the record owner of the
land and description of the premises to be sold or
converted adequate for identification thereof.
Each such affidavit before a notary public shall
have attached to it a copy of the notice of intention
to which it relates. The notices of intention shall
be deemed to have been duly mailed to the parties
above specified if addressed to them in care of the
keeper of records for the party in question.
(4) Upon notifying the owner in writing of its
intention to pursue its first refusal option during
such 120-day period, the department or its assign-
ee shall have an additional 120 days, beginning on
the date of the termination of the first refusal
option period, to purchase the property. The time
periods may be extended by mutual agreement
between the department or its assignee and the
owner of the property; provided, however, that any
such extension agreed upon shall be recorded in
the registry of deeds or the registry district of the
land court of the county in which the affected real
property is located. Within a reasonable time after
request, the owner shall make available to the
department or its assignee any information, which
is reasonably necessary for the department to exer-
cise its rights. The department or its assignee may
purchase or acquire the property only for the pur-
poses of preserving or providing affordable hous-
ing; provided, however, that such housing shall
remain affordable for not less than 40 years. Such
use restrictions shall be recorded in the registry of
deeds or the registry district of the land court
wherein the land lies.
(e) The owner of property subject to a UCH-TIF
plan shall certify to the city or town the income of
the families or occupants, upon initial occupancy,
of the affordable housing units designated in the
UCH-TIF agreement and such certification shall be
provided to the department on an annual basis. If
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the owner fails to provide certification or otherwise
fails to comply with the UCH-TIF agreement, in-
cluding failing to maintain the affordability of
housing units assisted under this section, the city
or town may place a lien on the property in the
amount of the real estate tax exemptions granted
pursuant to the UCH-TIF agreement for any year
in which the owner is not in compliance with this
subsection. If the city or town determines, with
the approval of the department of housing and
community development, that the owner is unlikely
to come into compliance with the affordability re-
quirements of subclause (3) of clause (v) of subsec-
tion (a), the city or town may place a lien on the
property in the amount of the total real estate tax
exemption granted pursuant to the UCH-TIF
agreement. Any such lien shall be recorded in the
registry of deeds or the registry district of the land
court wherein the land lies.
Added by St.2003, c. 46, § 16, eff. July 31, 2003. Amend-
ed by St.2010, c. 240, § 77, eff. Aug. 1, 2010.
§ 60A. Manufacturing workforce training tax
increment financing plan
(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary, a city or town, by vote of its town
meeting, town council or city council, with the
approval of the mayor where required by law, on
its own behalf or in conjunction with 1 or more
cities or towns and pursuant to regulations issued
by the director of workforce development and in
consultation with the department of economic de-
velopment, may adopt and implement a manufac-
turing workforce training tax increment financing
plan, referred to as a MWT-TIF plan in this sec-
tion, intended to encourage increased commercial
growth of manufacturing facilities that have been
located in such city or town for not less than 2
years. Any such MWT-TIF plan shall:
(i) designate 1 or more areas of such city or
town as a manufacturing workforce training tax
increment financing zone, referred to as a MWT-
TIF zone in section, subject to the approval of the
department of workforce development under regu-
lations adopted by said department consistent with
this section. Any MWT-TIF plan adopted by more
than 1 city or town shall be contiguous areas of
such cities or towns;
(ii) describe in detail all training, retraining and
workforce repositioning contemplated for such
MWT-TIF zone as of the date of adoption of the
MWT-TIF plan that shall be eligible for the MWT-
TIF;
(iii) authorize tax increment exemptions from
property taxes, under clause Fifty-first of section 5
of chapter 59, for a specified term not to exceed 20
years, for any parcel of real property which is
located in the MWT-TIF zone and for which an
agreement has been executed with the owner of the
parcel under clause (iv); provided, however, that
the MWT-TIF plan shall specify the level of exemp-
tions expressed as exemption percentages, not to
exceed 100 per cent, to be used in calculating the
exemptions for the parcel, and for personal proper-
ty situated on that parcel, as provided under said
clause Fifty-first of said section 5 of said chapter
59; provided, further, that the exemption for each
parcel of real property shall be calculated using an
adjustment factor for each fiscal year of the speci-
fied term equal to the product of the inflation
factors for each fiscal year since the parcel first
became eligible for such exemption pursuant to
this clause; provided, further, that the inflation
factor for each fiscal year shall be a ratio:
(a) the numerator of which shall be the total
assessed value of all parcels of all commercial and
industrial real estate that is assessed at full and fair
cash value for the current fiscal year minus the
new growth adjustment for the current fiscal year
attributable to the commercial and industrial real
estate as determined by the commissioner of reve-
nue under paragraph (f) of section 21C of said
chapter 59; and
(b) the denominator of which shall be the total
assessed value for the preceding fiscal year of all
the parcels included in the numerator, except that
such ratio shall not be less than 1;
(iv) include executed agreements between such
city or town and each eligible owner of a parcel of
real property which is located in a MWT-TIF zone.
Each such agreement shall include the following:
(1) all material representations of the parties which
served as a basis for the descriptions contained in
the MWT-TIF plan in accordance with clause (ii)
and which served as a basis for the granting of a
MWT-TIF exemption; (2) any terms considered
appropriate by the city or town relative to compli-
ance with the MWT-TIF agreement including, but
not limited to, that which shall constitute a default
by the property owner and the remedies that shall
be instituted between the parties for any such de-
faults, including an early termination of the agree-
ment; (3) provisions requiring that 75 per cent of
the eligible workforce shall receive training that is
designed to retain employment in such city or
town; (4) a detailed recitation of all other benefits
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and responsibilities inuring to and assumed by the
parties to such agreement; and (5) a provision that
such agreement shall be binding upon subsequent
owners of such parcel of real property;
(v) delegate to 1 board, agency or officer of the
city or town the authority to execute agreements in
accordance with clause (iv); and
(vi) be certified as an approved MWT-TIF plan
by the economic assistance coordinating council
established by section 3B of chapter 23A pursuant
to regulations adopted by said council if the coun-
cil finds, based on the information submitted in
support of the MWT-TIF plan by the city or town
and such additional investigation as the council
shall make, and incorporate in its minutes, that the
plan is consistent with the requirements of this
section and shall further the public purpose of
retaining or encouraging increased industrial and
commercial manufacturing activity in the common-
wealth. A city or town may at any time revoke its
designation of a TIF zone and, as a consequence of
such revocation, shall immediately cease the execu-
tion of any additional agreements pursuant to
clause (iv). The board, agency or officer of the city
or town authorized pursuant to clause (v) to exe-
cute agreements shall forward to the board of
assessors a copy of each such agreement, together
with a list of the parcels included therein. An
executed and approved MWT-TIF shall be record-
ed in the registry of deeds or the registry district of
the land court for the county wherein such land
lies.
[ There is no subsection (b).J
Added by St.2006, c. 123, § 35, off. July 19, 2006.
Amended bv St.2010, c. 240, § 78, eff. Aug. 1, 2010;
St.2010, c. 454, § 34, eff. Jan. 14, 201 1.
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Section
tions; recording copies of special permit and vari-
ance decisions.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 11. Notice requirements for public hearings;
parties in interest defined; review of
special permit petitions; recording cop-
ies of special permit and variance deci-
sions
In all cases where notice of a public hearing is
required notice shall be given by publication in a
newspaper of general circulation in the city or
town once in each of two successive weeks, the
first publication to be not less than fourteen days
before the day of the hearing and by posting such
notice in a conspicuous place in the city or town
hall for a period of not less than fourteen days
before the day of such hearing. In all cases where
notice to individuals or specific boards or other
agencies is required, notice shall be sent by mail,
postage prepaid. "Parties in interest" as used in
this chapter shall mean the petitioner, abutters,
owners of land directly opposite on any public or
private street or way, and abutters to the abutters
within three hundred feet of the property line of
the petitioner as they appear on the most recent
applicable tax list, notwithstanding that the land of
any such owner is located in another city or town,
the planning board of the city or town, and the
planning board of every abutting city or town. The
assessors maintaining any applicable tax list shall
certify to the permit granting authority or special
permit granting authority the names and addresses
of parties in interest and such certification shall be
conclusive for all purposes. The permit granting
authority or special permit granting authority may
accept a waiver of notice from, or an affidavit of
actual notice to any party in interest or, in his
stead, any successor owner of record who may not
have received a notice by mail, and may order
special notice to any such person, giving not less
than five nor more than ten additional days to
reply.
Publications and notices required by this section
shall contain the name of the petitioner, a descrip-
tion of the area or premises, street address, if any,
or other adequate identification of the location, of
the area or premises which is the subject of the
petition, the date, time and place of the public
hearing, the subject matter of the hearing, and the
nature of action or relief requested if any. No such
hearing shall be held on any day on which a state
or municipal election, caucus or primary is held in
such city or town.
Zoning ordinances or by-laws may provide that
petitions for special permits shall be submitted to
and reviewed by one or more of the following and
may further provide that such reviews may be held
jointly:—the board of health, the planning board or
department, the city or town engineer, the conser-
vation commission or any other town agency or
board. Any such board or agency to which peti-
tions are referred for review shall make such rec-
ommendations as they deem appropriate and shall
send copies thereof to the special permit granting
authority and to the applicant; provided, however,
that failure of any such board or agency to make
recommendations within thirty-five days of receipt
by such board or agency of the petition shall be
deemed lack of opposition thereto.
When a planning board or department is also the
special permit granting authority for a special per-
mit applicable to a subdivision plan, the planning
board or department may hold the special permit
public hearing together with a public hearing re-
quired by sections 81K to 81GG inclusive of chap-
ter 41 and allow for the publication of a single
advertisement giving notice of the consolidated
hearing.
Upon the granting of a variance or special per-
mit, or any extension, modification or renewal
thereof, the permit granting authority or special
permit granting authority shall issue to the owner
and to the applicant if other than the owner a copy
of its decision, certified by the permit granting
authority or special permit granting authority, con-
taining the name and address of the owner, identi-
fying the land affected, setting forth compliance
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with the statutory requirements for the issuance of
such variance or permit and certifying that copies
of the decision and all plans referred to in the
decision have been filed with the planning board
and city or town clerk.
No variance, or any extension, modification or
renewal thereof, shall take effect until a copy of the
decision bearing the certification of the city or
town clerk that twenty days have elapsed after the
decision has been filed in the office of the city or
town clerk and no appeal has been filed, or that if
such appeal has been filed, that it has been dis-
missed or denied, or that if it is a variance which
has been approved by reason of the failure of the
permit granting authority or special permit grant-
ing authority to act thereon within the time pre-
scribed, a copy of the petition for the variance
accompanied by the certification of the city or
town clerk stating the fact that the permit granting
authority (ailed to act within the time prescribed,
and no appeal has been filed, and that the grant of
the petition resulting from such failure to act has
become final, or that if such appeal has been filed,
that it has been dismissed or denied, is recorded in
the registry of deeds for the county and district in
which the land is located and indexed in the grant-
or index under the name of the owner of record or
is recorded and noted on the owner's certificate of
title.
A special permit, or any extension, modification
or renewal thereof, shall not take effect until a copy
of the decision bearing the certification of the city
or town clerk that 20 days have elapsed after the
decision has been filed in the office of the city or
town clerk and either that no appeal has been filed
or the appeal has been filed within such time, or if
it is a special permit which has been approved by
reason of the failure of the permit granting authori-
ty or special permit granting authority to act there-
on within the time prescribed, a copy of the appli-
cation for the special permit-accompanied by the
certification of the city or town clerk stating the
fact that the permit granting authority or special
permit granting authority failed to act within the
time prescribed, and whether or not an appeal has
been filed within that time, and that the grant of
the application resulting from the failure to act has
become final, is recorded in the registry of deeds
for the county and district in which the land is
located and indexed in the grantor index under the
name of the owner of record or is recorded and
noted on the owner's certificate of title. The per-
son exercising rights under a duly appealed special
permit does so at risk that a court will reverse the
permit and that any construction performed under
the permit may be ordered undone. This section
shall in no event terminate or shorten the tolling,
during the pendency of any appeals, of the 6 month
periods provided under the second paragraph of
section 6. The fee for recording or registering
shall be paid by the owner or applicant.
Added by St.1975, c. 808, § 3. Amended by St.1977, c.
829, §§ 4C to 4F; St.1979, c. 117; St.1987, c. 498, § 2;
St.2006, c. 205, § 9, eff. Aug. 2, 2006; St.2008, c. 239,
§ 1, eff. Nov. 2, 2008.
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DISTRICT IMPROVEMENT FINANCING
Chapter 40Q of the General Laws was added by St.2003, c. 46, § 18.
Section
1
.
Definitions.
2. Development districts.
Section
3. Tax increment revenue for financing development
program.
4. Revenue bonds for financing development program.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1 . Definitions
(a) As used in this chapter, the following words
shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
have the following meanings:
—
[Definition of "Adjustment factor" in
subsection (a) applicable as provided by
2010, 240, Sec. 198. See 2010, 240, Sec.
206.]
"Adjustment factor", for each fiscal year of the
term of a given development program, the product
of the inflation factors for each fiscal year subse-
quent to the first fiscal year immediately following
the base date.
[Definition of "Base date" in subsection
(a) applicable as provided by 2010, 240,
Sec. 198. See 2010, 240, Sec. 206.]
"Base date", the last assessment date of the real
property tax immediately preceding the creation of
the district.
"Captured assessed value", the valuation amount
by which the current assessed value of an invested
revenue district exceeds the original assessed value
of the district. If the current assessed value is
equal to or less than the original, there is no
captured assessed value.
"Development district", a specified area within
the corporate limits of a city or town which has
been designated as provided in section 2 and which
is to be developed by the city or town under a
development program.
"Development program", a statement of means
and objectives designed to improve the quality of
life, the physical facilities and structures and the
quality of pedestrian and vehicular traffic control
and transportation within a development district.
Means and objectives designed to increase or im-
prove residential housing, both affordable and mar-
ket rate, may also be addressed within a district
and shall be considered part of a development
program. The statement shall include:
(1) a financial plan;
(2) a complete list of public facilities to be con-
structed;
(3) the use of private property;
(4) plans for the relocation of persons displaced
by the development activities;
(5) plans, if any, for the development of housing,
both affordable and market rate;
(6) the proposed regulations and facilities to im-
prove transportation;
(7) the proposed operation of the district after
the planned capital improvements are completed;
and
[Clause (8) of the definition of "Develop-
ment program" in subsection (a) applicable
as provided by 2010, 240, Sec. 198. See
2010, 240, Sec. 206.]
(8) the duration of the program which shall not
exceed the longer of: (i) 30 years from the date of
designation of the district; or (ii) 30 years from
project stabilization, as defined in the development
program.
"Financial plan", a statement of the costs and
sources of revenue required to accomplish the de-
velopment programs which shall include: (1) cost
estimates for the development program; (2) the
amount of indebtedness to be incurred; and (3)
sources of anticipated capital.
[Definition of "Inflation factor" in sub-
section (a) applicable as provided by 2010,
240, Sec. 198. See 2010, 240, Sec. 206.]
"Inflation factor", a ratio: (1) the numerator of
which shall be the total assessed value of all par-
cels of residential, commercial and industrial real
estate that are assessed at full and fair cash value
for the current fiscal year minus the new growth
adjustment factor for the current fiscal year attrib-
utable to the residential, commercial and industrial
real estate as determined by the commissioner of
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revenue under paragraph (f) of section 21C of
chapter 59; and (2) the denominator of which shall
be the total assessed value for the preceding fiscal
year of all the parcels included in the numerator;
provided, however, the ratio shall not be less than
1; provided, further, that if the proposed Invested
Revenue District does not include residential prop-
erty, the assessed value attributable to residential
property shall not be included in either the numer-
ator or the denominator in calculating the inflation
factor.
"Invested revenue district", a type of develop-
ment district or portion of a district that uses tax
increment financing under section 3.
[Definition of "Invested revenue district
development program" in subsection (a) ap-
plicable as provided bv 2010, 240, Sec. 198.
See 2010, 240, Sec. 206.
J
"Invested revenue district development pro-
gram", a statement which, in addition to the infor-
mation required for a development program, shall
also include: (1) estimates of the captured assessed
value of the district; (2) a projection of the tax
revenues to be derived from the invested revenue
district in the absence of a development program;
(3) the method of calculating the tax increment
together with any provisions for adjustment of the
method of calculation; (4) the board or officer of
the city or town responsible for calculating the tax
increment; (5) a statement as to whether the issu-
ance of bonds contemplated under this chapter
shall be general or special obligation bonds; (6) the
portion of the captured assessed value to be ap-
plied to the development program and resulting tax
increments in each year of the program; (7) a
statement of the estimated impact of tax increment
financing on all taxing jurisdictions in which the
district is located; and (8) if applicable, a state-
ment of the city or town electing that the original
assessed value not be increased by the adjustment
factor.
[Definition of "Original assessed value"
in subsection (a) applicable as provided by
2010, 240, Sec. 198. See 2010, 240, Sec.
206.]
"Original assessed value", the aggregate assessed
value of the invested revenue district as of the base
date; provided, however, that if the city or town
has not included an election statement in its invest-
ment district development program, the original
assessed value in any year shall be equal to the
original assessed value as of the base date multi-
plied by the adjustment factor for that fiscal year.
"Project", a project to be undertaken in accor-
dance with the development program.
"Project costs", any expenditure made or esti-
mated to be made or monetary obligations incurred
or estimated to be incurred by the city or town
which are listed in a project plan as costs of im-
provements including, but not limited to, public-
works, acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of
land or improvements for sale or lease to residen-
tial, commercial or industrial users within a devel-
opment district plus any costs incidental to those
improvements, reduced by any income, special as-
sessments or other revenues, other than tax incre-
ments, received or reasonably expected to be re-
ceived by the city or town in connection with the
implementation of this plan.
Project costs shall include, but not be limited
to:—
(1) "administrative costs", any reasonable
charges for the time spent by city or town employ-
ees in connection with the implementation of a
project plan;
(2) "capital costs", the actual costs of the con-
struction of public works or improvements, new
buildings, structures and fixtures; the demolition,
alteration, remodeling, repair or reconstruction of
existing buildings, structures and fixtures; the ac-
quisition of equipment; and the grading and clear-
ing of land;
(3) "discretionary costs", those payments made
by the appropriate body of a city or town that in its
discretion are found to be necessary or convenient
to the creation of development districts or the
implementation of project plans.
(4) "financing costs", including, but not be limit-
ed to, all interest paid to holders of evidences of
indebtedness issued to pay for project costs and
any premium paid over the principal amount of
that indebtedness because of the redemption of the
obligations before maturity;
(5) "improvement costs", those costs associated
with developing new employment opportunities,
promoting public events, advertising cultural, edu-
cational and commercial activities, providing pub-
lic safety, establishing and maintaining adminis-
trative and managerial support and such other
services as are necessary or appropriate to carry
out the development program;
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(6) "organizational costs", all reasonable costs
relating to the conduct of environmental impact
and other studies and informing the public about
the creation of development districts and the imple-
mentation of project plans;
(7) "professional service costs", including, but
not limited to, those costs incurred for architectur-
al, planning, engineering and legal advice or ser-
vices;
(8) "real property assembly costs", any deficit
incurred resulting from the sale or lease by the city
or town, as lessor, of real or personal property
within a development district for consideration
which is less than its cost to the city or town;
(9) "relocation costs", all reasonable relocation
payments made pursuant to a condemnation;
(10) "training costs", costs associated with pro-
viding skills, development and training for employ-
ees of businesses within the development district;
provided, however, that these costs shall not ex-
ceed 20 per cent of the total project costs and shall
be designated as training funds within 5 years of
the issuance of bonds pursuant to this chapter for
the project or the designation of the district, which-
ever occurs later; and
(11) "water and sewer line costs", which shall
include the costs related to the construction or
alteration of sewage treatment plants, water treat-
ment plants or other environmental protection de-
vices, storm or sanitary sewer lines, water lines or
amenities on streets or the rebuilding or expansion
thereto so long as required by the project plan for a
development district, whether or not the construc-
tion, alteration, rebuilding or expansion is within
the development district;
Project costs shall not include the cost of a
building or a portion of a building used predomi-
nantly for the general conduct of government, such
as a city hall, courthouse, jail, police or fire station
or other state or local government office buildings.
"Project revenues", receipts of a city or town
with respect to a project including, without limita-
tion, tax increments, investment earnings and pro-
ceeds of insurance or disposition of property.
"Tax increment", that portion of all real and
personal property taxes assessed by a city or town
upon the captured assessed value of property in the
development district. The portion of the tax levy
attributable to the increased valuation after the
base date shall be calculated using the same classi-
fication factors as were used as of the base date, or
without classification factors, if property was not
classified for tax purposes as of the base date. If
the base date is earlier than the date as of which
the commissioner of revenue makes the certifica-
tion required by subsection (c) of section 2A of
chapter 59, the project plan may provide for such
further adjustment in calculating the tax increment
as may be deemed appropriate to reflect changes of
practice after the base date with respect to the
valuation of property in order to achieve assess-
ment at full and fair cash valuation.
[ There is no subsection (b).]
Added by St.2003, c. 46, § 18, eff. July 31, 2003. Amend-
ed by St.2010, c. 240, § 99 to 104, eff. Aug. 1, 2010.
§ 2. Development districts
(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary, any city or town by vote of its town
meeting, town council or city council with the
approval of the mayor where required by law may
designate development districts within the bound-
aries of the city or town provided, however, that:
(1) a development district may consist of 1 or more
parcels or lots of land, whether or not contiguous,
or 1 or more buildings or structures, whether or
not adjacent, on 1 or more parcels of land, provid-
ed that the total area of all development districts
shall not exceed 25 per cent of the total area of a
city or town; and provided that the boundaries of a
development district may be altered only after
meeting the requirements for adoption under this
subsection; (2) the development district has been
certified as an approved development district by
the economic assistance coordinating council es-
tablished in section 3B of chapter 23A and pursu-
ant to regulations adopted by said council. The
economic assistance coordinating council shall
find, based on the information submitted to it in
support of the designation of the development dis-
trict by the city or town and additional investiga-
tion as the economic assistance coordinating coun-
cil shall make, and incorporate into its minutes,
that the designation of the development district is
consistent with the requirements of this section and
will further the public purpose of encouraging in-
creased residential, industrial and commercial ac-
tivity in the commonwealth.
(b) The city or town shall adopt a development
program for each development district. The pro-
gram shall be adopted at the same time as the
district, as part of the district adoption proceedings
or, if at a different time, in the same manner as
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adoption of the district, with the same certification
requirements of subsection (a). Once approved,
the program shall be altered or amended only after
meeting the requirements for adoption.
(c) Within development districts and consistent
with the development program, the city or town
may acquire, construct, reconstruct, improve, pre-
serve, alter, extend, operate, maintain or promote
development intended to meet the objectives of the
development program. In addition to the powers
granted by any other law, for the purpose of carry-
ing on a project as authorized by this chapter, a
city or town may:
(1) incur indebtedness as hereinafter provided
and pledge tax increments and other project reve-
nues for repayment thereof;
(2) create a department, designate an existing
department, board officer, agency, municipal hous-
ing or redevelopment authority of the city or town
or enter into a contractual agreement with a pri-
vate entity to administer the activities authorized
by this chapter;
(3) make and enter into all contracts and agree-
ments necessary in order to carry out the develop-
ment program;
(4) receive from the federal government or the
commonwealth loans or grants for, or in aid of, a
project and receive contributions from any other
source to defray project costs;
(5) purchase or acquire by eminent domain pur-
suant to chapter 79 or chapter 80A, insofar as
those laws may be applicable, and pursuant to all
preliminary requirements prescribed by law, such
property or interests therein within a district as the
city or town may deem necessary in order to carry
out the development program; provided, however,
that any taking of property by eminent domain for
any purpose for which the taking by the city or
town could not be made in the absence of this
chapter shall be authorized by a two-thirds vote as
defined in section 1 of chapter 44;
(6) make relocation payments to persons, busi-
nesses or organizations that may be displaced as a
result of carrying out the development program;
(7) clear and improve property acquired by it
pursuant to the development program and con-
struct public facilities thereon, or contract for the
construction, development, redevelopment, rehabil-
itation, remodeling, alteration or repair of such
property;
(8) cause parks, playgrounds or schools, water
or sewer drainage facilities or any other public
improvements that it is otherwise authorized to
undertake, to be laid out, constructed or furnished
in connection with the development program;
(9) lay out, construct, alter, relocate, change the
grade of, make specific repairs upon or discontinue
public ways and sidewalks in or adjacent to the
development district;
(10) cause private ways, sidewalks, ways for ve-
hicular travel and similar improvements to be con-
structed within the development district for the
particular use of the development district or those
dwelling or working therein;
(11) adopt ordinances or by-laws under section 5
of chapter 40A, or repeal or modify the ordinances
or by-laws or establish exceptions to existing ordi-
nances and by-laws, regulating the design, con-
struction and use of buildings;
(12) sell, mortgage, lease as lessor, transfer or
dispose of any property or interest therein acquired
by it pursuant to the project plan for development,
redevelopment or rehabilitation in accordance with
the development program;
(13) invest project revenue as hereinafter provid-
ed; and
(14) do all things reasonably necessary or conve-
nient to carry out the powers granted in this chap-
ter.
Added by St.2003, c. 46, § 18, eff. July 31, 2003.
§ 3. Tax increment revenue for financing devel-
opment program
(a) The city or town may retain all or part of the
tax increment of an invested revenue district lor
the purpose of financing the development program.
The amount of tax increment to be retained shall
be determined by designating the amount of cap-
tured assessed value to be retained. When a devel-
opment program for an invested revenue district is
adopted, the city or town shall adopt a statement of
the percentage of captured assessed value to be
retained in accordance with the development pro-
gram. The statement of percentage may establish
a specific percentage or percentages or may de-
scribe a method or formula for determination of
the percentage. The assessor shall certify the
amount of the captured assessed value to the city
or town each year.
(b) On or after the formation of an invested
revenue district, the assessor of the city or town in
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which it is located shall, on request of the city or
town, certify the original assessed value of the
taxable property within the boundaries of the in-
vested revenue district. Each year, after the for-
mation of an invested revenue district, the assessor
of the city or town shall certify the amount by
which the assessed value has increased or de-
creased from the original value.
(c) If a city or town has elected to retain all or a
percentage of the retained captured assessed value
under subsection (a), the city or town shall:
(1) establish a development program fund that
consists of: (i) a development sinking fund account
that is pledged to and charged with the payment of
the interest and principal as the interest and princi-
pal fall due and the necessary charges of paying
interest and principal on any notes, bonds or other
evidences of indebtedness that were issued to fund
or refund the costs of the development program
fund; and (ii) a project cost account that is pledged
to and charged with the payment of project costs as
outlined in the financial plan and paid in a manner
other than as described in subclause (i).
(2) set aside annually all tax increment revenues
on retained captured assessed values and deposit
all such revenues in the appropriate development
program fund account in the following priority:
(i) to the development sinking fund account, an
amount sufficient, together with estimated future
revenues to be deposited to the account and earn-
ings on the amount, to satisfy all annual debt
service on bonds and notes issued under section 4
and the financial plan; and
(ii) to the project cost account, an amount suffi-
cient, together with estimated future revenues to be
deposited to the account and earnings on the
amount, to satisfy all annual project costs to be
paid from the account;
(3) to be permitted to make transfers between
development program fund accounts as required;
provided, however, that the transfers shall not re-
sult in a balance in the development sinking fund
account that is insufficient to cover the annual
obligations of that account; and
(4) annually return to the general fund of the city
or town any tax increment revenue in excess of
those estimated to be required to satisfy the obli-
gations of the development sinking fund account.
Added by St.2003, c. 46, § 18, eff. July 31, 2003.
§ 4. Revenue bonds for financing development
program
(a) A city or town may, by a two-thirds vote as
defined in section 1 of chapter 44, authorize, issue
and sell bonds including, but not limited to, general
obligation or revenue bonds or notes, to finance all
project costs needed to carry out the development
program within a development district. Without
limiting the generality of the foregoing, such bonds
may be issued for the payment of project costs,
which may include interest before and during the
carrying out of a project and, for a reasonable time
thereafter, such reserves as may be required by any
agreement securing the bonds and all other ex-
penses incidental to planning, carrying out and
financing the project.
(b) The bonds of each issue shall be dated and
may be made redeemable before maturity with or
without premium. Subject to the authorizing vote,
the officers authorized to sell the bonds shall deter-
mine: the date of the bonds which shall mature
within 30 years from their respective dates; their
denomination; the place of payment of the princi-
pal and interest, which may be at a bank or trust
company within or without the commonwealth;
their interest rate; maturity; redemption privi-
leges, if any, and the form and other details of the
bonds. Notwithstanding a municipal charter or
any general or special law to the contrary, bonds
issued hereunder may provide for annual or more
frequent installments of principal in equal, dimin-
ishing or increasing amounts with the first install-
ment of principal to be due at any time within 5
years after the date of issuance of the bonds and,
subject to the authorizing vote, may provide for
such rates of interest as the officers authorized to
sell the bonds shall deem proper, including rates
variable from time to time as determined by such
index, banker's loan rate or other method as may
be specified in such bond. The bond shall be
signed by the mayor or city manager as the case
may be of a city or by a majority of the board of
selectmen or town council of a town either manual-
ly or by facsimile thereof. Any coupons attached
thereto shall bear the facsimile signature of the city
or town treasurer.
(c) If an officer whose signature, or a facsimile
of whose signature, shall appear on any bonds,
coupons or notes issued under this chapter shall
cease to be such officer before the delivery thereof,
his signature or facsimile shall nevertheless be val-
id and sufficient for all purposes, the same as if he
had remained in office until such delivery.
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(d) The bonds shall be issued in registered form.
Subject to the authorizing vote, the officers author-
ized to sell the bonds may sell the bonds in such
manner, either at public or private sale, and for
such price as they may determine shall best effect
the purposes of this chapter.
(e) Before the preparation of definitive bonds,
the city or town may issue interim receipts or
temporary bonds, with or without coupons, ex-
changeable for definitive bonds when such bonds
have been executed and are available for delivery.
Provision may be made for the replacement of any
bonds that shall have become mutilated or shall
have been destroyed or lost.
(f) Bonds or notes issued hereunder may be se-
cured in whole or in part by letters or lines of
credit or other credit facilities. An insurance letter
or line of credit or credit facility may provide for
reimbursement to be made over a period of time,
not to exceed 2 years, beyond the maturity date of
the bonds or notes so secured.
(g) In the discretion of the officers authorized to
sell the bonds but subject to the vote authorizing
the bonds, bonds issued hereunder may be secured
by trust agreements between the city or town and a
corporate trustee, which may be a trust company
or bank having the powers of a trust company
within or without the commonwealth. A trust
agreement hereunder shall be in such form and
executed in such manner as may be determined by
such officers. A trust agreement may pledge or
assign project revenue, in whole or in part, and
may provide that the owner or holder of bonds
issued thereunder may have a lien or mortgage on
a facility acquired, improved or constructed with
the proceeds of the tax increment bonds, may con-
tain provisions for protecting and enforcing the
rights, security and remedies of the bondholders as
may be reasonable and proper and not in violation
of the law including, without limiting the generality
of the foregoing: provisions defining defaults and
providing for remedies in the event thereof, which
may include the acceleration of maturities, and
covenants setting forth the duties of, and limita-
tions on, the city or town in relation to carrying out
and otherwise administering the projects; the cus-
tody, safeguarding, investment and application of
project revenues; the issuance of additional bonds
hereunder; the determination of tax increments;
the fixing of fees and charges, if any, in relation to
the projects; the collection of project revenues; the
use of any surplus bond proceeds; the establish-
ment of reserve and the replacement of bonds or
coupons which shall become mutilated, destroyed
or lost. Subject to this chapter, moneys subject to
the trust agreement shall be held, invested and
applied as provided therein, but moneys not depos-
ited in trust with a corporate trustee shall be in the
custody of the city or town treasurer.
(h) A bank or trust company may act as a deposi-
tory or trustee of proceeds of bonds or of other
monies under a trust agreement and furnish such
indemnifying bonds or pledge securities required
by the trust agreement. Any such trust agreement
or resolution may set the rights and remedies of the
bondholders and of the trustees and may restrict
the individual right of action by a bondholder. All
expenses incurred in carrying out the trust agree-
ment or resolution may be treated as operating
expenses.
(i) Notwithstanding chapter 106 or any other
general or special law to the contrary: (1) any
pledge hereunder shall be valid and binding and
shall be deemed continuously perfected from the
time it is made; (2) no filing shall be required
under said chapter 106 or otherwise; (3) unless
otherwise provided in the financing instruments, a
pledge of project revenues shall be deemed to in-
clude a pledge of any accounts or general intangi-
bles from which such revenues are derived whether
existing at the time of the pledge or thereafter
acquired by the city or town and the proceeds of
such accounts or general intangibles; and (4) the
pledged project revenue accounts and general in-
tangibles shall be subject to the lien of the pledge
without delivery or segregating and the lien of the
pledge shall be valid and binding against all parties
having claims in contract, tort or otherwise against
the city or town.
(j) A pledge of project revenues under this chap-
ter shall constitute a sufficient appropriation there-
of for the purposes of any provision for appropria-
tion and such revenues may be applied as required
by the pledge without further appropriation. Not-
withstanding this subsection, administrative ex-
penses shall be subject to appropriation.
(k) In anticipation of the issuance of bonds un-
der this chapter and subject to the vote authorizing
the bonds, the officers authorized to sell bonds may
without further authorization issue temporary
notes. The notes may be secured as in the case of
bonds, and except as otherwise provided in this
section, subsections (i), (k), (/ ) and (n) referring to
bonds shall also be deemed to refer to the notes.
The notes shall not require the seal of the city or
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town or a facsimile thereof. The notes shall be
payable within 2 years from their respective dates,
but the principal of and interest on notes issued for
a short period may be refunded from time to time
by the issuance of other notes maturing within 2
years from the original date of issuance of the
indebtedness being refunded.
(/) A city or town may, when authorized by a
majority vote as defined in section 1 of chapter 44,
issue refunding bonds for the purpose of paying
any of its bonds issued hereunder at maturity or
upon acceleration of redemption. The refunding
bonds may be issued at such time prior to the
maturity or redemption of the refunded bonds as
the city or town deems to be in the public interest.
The refunding bonds may be issued in sufficient
amounts to pay or provide the principal of the
bonds being refunded, together with any redemp-
tion premium thereon, any interest accrued or to
accrue to the date of payment of the bonds, the
expense of issuance of the refunding bonds, the
expenses of redeeming the bonds being refunded
and such reserves for debt service or other pur-
poses from the proceeds of such refunding bonds
as may be required by an agreement securing the
bonds. The issuance of refunding bonds, the matu-
rities and other details thereof, the security thereof,
the rights of holders thereof and the rights, duties
and obligations of the city or town with respect
thereto shall be governed by this chapter relating to
the issuance of bonds other than refunding bonds
insofar as the same may be applicable.
(m) The bonds and notes issued under this chap-
ter shall not at any time be included in the debt of
the city or town for the purpose of ascertaining its
legal borrowing capacity. Except as otherwise
provided in this chapter, such bonds and notes
shall not be subject to chapter 44.
(n) Subject to an agreement securing bonds or
notes issued under this chapter, the proceeds of
bonds or notes pledged for tax increments and
other project revenues may be deposited or invest-
ed in such investments as may be lawful for fidu-
ciaries in the commonwealth.
(o) All project revenues received pursuant to this
chapter shall be deemed to be trust funds to be
held and applied solely as provided in this chapter.
(p) A holder of bonds or notes issued under this
chapter, or of any of the coupons appertaining
thereto, and the trustee under any trust agreement
securing the same, except to the extent the rights
herein given may be restricted by an agreement
securing the same, may bring suit upon the bonds,
notes or coupons and may, either at law or in
equity, by suit, action, mandamus or other pro-
ceeding, protect and enforce all rights under the
laws of the commonwealth or granted under this
chapter or under any such agreement and may
enforce or comply with the performance of all
duties required by this chapter or by an agreement
to be performed by the city or town or by any
officer thereof.
(q) Bonds and notes issued under this chapter
shall be securities in which insurance companies,
trust companies, banking associations, savings
banks, cooperative banks, investment companies,
executors, trustees and other fiduciaries and all
other persons whatsoever who are or may hereaf-
ter be authorized to invest in bonds or notes or
other obligations of a similar nature may properly
and legally invest funds, including capital deposits
or other funds in their control and belonging to
them. The debt obligations shall be securities
which may properly and legally be deposited with
and received by a state or municipal office, agency
or political subdivision of the commonwealth for
any purpose for which the deposits of bonds or
other obligations of the commonwealth may now
or hereafter be authorized by law.
(r) Notwithstanding this chapter or any recitals
in any bonds or notes issued under this chapter, all
bonds and notes shall be deemed to be investment
securities under chapter 106.
(s) The bonds and notes issued under this chap-
ter, their transfer and the income therefrom, in-
cluding any profits made on the sale thereof, shall
be at all times free from taxation within the com-
monwealth.
Added by St.2003, c. 46, § 18, eff. July 31, 2003.
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SMART GROWTH ZONING AND HOUSING PRODUCTION
Chapter 40R of the General Laws was added by St.2004, c. 149, § 92.
Selected sections
Section
1 . Purpose.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 1 . Purpose
It is the purpose of this chapter to encourage
smart growth and increased housing production in
Massachusetts. Smart growth is a principle of
land development that emphasizes mixing land
uses, increases the availability of affordable hous-
ing by creating a range of housing opportunities in
neighborhoods, takes advantage of compact design,
fosters distinctive and attractive communities, pre-
serves open space, farmland, natural beauty and
critical environmental areas, strengthens existing
communities, provides a variety of transportation
choices, makes development decisions predictable,
fair and cost effective and encourages community
and stakeholder collaboration in development deci-
sions.
Added by St.2004, c. 149, § 92, eff. July 1, 2004.
§ 11. Application for approval of projects; ap-
proval; review; complaint; bond; ju-
risdiction and priority; validity and ef-
fect of project approval
(a) A city or town may incorporate provisions
within the smart growth district zoning ordinance
or by-law that prescribe contents of an applica-
tion for approval of a project. The ordinance or
by-law may require the applicant to pay for rea-
sonable consulting fees to provide peer review of
the applications for the benefit of the approving
authority. Such fees shall be held by the munici-
pality in a separate account and used only for ex-
penses associated with the review of the develop-
ment application by outside consultants and any
surplus remaining after the completion of such
review, including any interest accrued, shall be
returned to the applicant forthwith. The smart
growth zoning district ordinance or by-law may
provide for the referral of the plan to municipal
officers, agencies or boards other than the ap-
proving authority for comment. Any such board,
agency or officer shall provide any comments
11. Application for approval of projects; approval; re
view; complaint; bond; jurisdiction and prioriiv;
validity and cllect of project approval.
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
within 60 days of its receipt of a copy of the plan
and application for approval.
(b) An application to an approving authority for
approval under a smart growth zoning ordinance
or by-law shall be governed by the applicable zon-
ing provisions in effect at the time of the submis-
sion, while the plan is being processed, during the
pendency of any appeal and for 3 years after ap-
proval. If an application is denied, the zoning
provisions in effect at the time of the application
shall continue in effect with respect to any further
application filed within 2 years after the date of the
denial except as the applicant may otherwise
choose.
(c) An application for approval under this sec-
tion shall be filed by the applicant with the city or
town clerk and a copy of the application including
the date of filing certified by the town clerk shall be
filed forthwith with the approving authority. The
approving authority shall hold a public hearing for
which notice has been given as provided in section
1 1 of chapter 40A. The decision of the approving
authority shall be made, and a written notice of the
decision filed with the city or town clerk, within
120 days of the receipt of the application by the
city or town clerk. The required time limits for
such action may be extended by written agreement
between the applicant and the approving authority,
with a copy of such agreement being filed in the
office of the city or town clerk. Failure of the
approving authority to take action within said 120
days or extended time, if applicable, shall be
deemed to be an approval of the plan. The appli-
cant who seeks approval of a plan by reason of the
failure of the approving authority to act within
such time prescribed, shall notify the city or town
clerk, in writing within 14 days from the expiration
of said 120 days or extended time, if applicable, of
such approval and that notice has been sent by the
applicant to parties in interest. The applicant shall
send such notice to parties in interest by mail and
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each such notice shall specify that appeals, if any,
shall be made pursuant to this section and shall be
filed within 20 days after the date the city or town
clerk received such written notice from the appli-
cant that the approving authority failed to act with-
in the time prescribed.
(d) The approving authority shall issue to the
applicant a copy of its decision containing the
name and address of the owner, identifying the
land affected, and the plans that were the subject of
the decision, and certifying that a copy of the
decision has been filed with the city or town clerk
and that all plans referred to in the decision are on
file with the approving authority. If 20 days have
elapsed after the decision has been filed in the
office of the city or town clerk without an appeal
having been filed or if such appeal, having been
filed, is dismissed or denied, the city or town clerk
shall so certify on a copy of the decision. If the
plan is approved by reason of the failure of the
approving authority to timely act, the clerk shall
make such certification on a copy of the applica-
tion. A copy of the decision or application bearing
such certification shall be recorded in the registry
of deeds for the county and district in which the
land is located and indexed in the grantor index
under the name of the owner of record or recorded
and noted on the owner's certificate of title. The
fee for recording or registering shall be paid by the
owner or applicant.
(e) The project shall be approved by the approv-
ing authority subject only to those conditions that
are necessary: (1) to ensure substantial compliance
of the proposed project with the requirements of
the smart growth zoning district ordinance or by-
law; or (2) to mitigate any extraordinary adverse
impacts of the project on nearby properties. An
application may be denied only on the grounds
that: (i) the project does not meet the conditions
and requirements set forth in the smart growth
zoning district ordinance or by-law; (ii) the appli-
cant failed to submit information and fees required
by the ordinance or by-law and necessary for an
adequate and timely review of the design of the
project or potential project impacts; or (iii) it is not
possible to adequately mitigate significant adverse
project impacts on nearby properties by means of
suitable conditions.
(f) Any court authorized to hear appeals under
section 17 of chapter 40A shall be authorized to
hear an appeal from a decision under this section
by a party who is aggrieved by such decision.
Such appeal may be brought within 20 days after
the decision has been filed in the office of the city
or town clerk. Notice of the appeal, with a copy of
the complaint shall be given to such city or town
clerk so as to be received within such 20 days.
Review shall be based on the record of information
and plans presented to the approving authority.
To avoid delay in the proceedings, instead of the
usual service of process, the plaintiff shall within
14 days after the filing of the complaint, send
written notice thereof, with a copy of the com-
plaint, by delivery or certified mail to all defen-
dants, including the members of the approving
authority, and shall within 21 days after the entry
of the complaint file with the clerk of the court an
affidavit that such notice has been given. If no
such affidavit is filed within such time, the com-
plaint shall be dismissed.
(g) A complaint by a plaintiff challenging the
approval of a project under this section shall allege
the specific reasons why the project fails to satisfy
the requirements of this chapter or other applica-
ble law and allege specific facts establishing how
the plaintiff is aggrieved by such decision. The
approving authority's decision in such a case shall
be affirmed unless the court concludes the approv-
ing authority abused its discretion under subsec-
tion (e) in approving the project. The applicant
and all members of the approving authority shall
be named as defendant parties.
(h) A plaintiff seeking to reverse approval of a
project under this section shall post a bond in an
amount to be set by the court that is sufficient to
cover twice the estimated: (i) annual carrying costs
of the property owner, or a person or entity carry-
ing such costs on behalf of the owner for the
property, as may be established by affidavit; plus
(ii) an amount sufficient to cover the defendant's
attorneys fees, all of which shall be computed over
the estimated period of time during which the
appeal is expected to delay the start of construc-
tion. The bond shall be forfeited to the property
owner in an amount sufficient to cover the proper-
ty owner's carrying costs and legal fees less any net
income received by the plaintiff from the property
during the pendency of the court case in the event
a plaintiff does not substantially prevail on its ap-
peal.
(i) An applicant for plan approval who appeals
from a project denial or conditional approval shall
identify in its complaint the specific reasons why
the approving authority's decision fails to satisfy
requirements of this chapter or other applicable
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law. The approving authority shall have the bur-
den of justifying its decision by substantial evidence
in the record.
(j) The land court department, the superior court
department and the housing court department shall
have jurisdiction over an appeal under this section
and shall give priority to such an appeal.
(k) The first paragraph of section 16 of chapter
40A shall not apply to applications for projects
within a smart growth zoning district.
(/) A project approval shall remain valid and
shall run with the land indefinitely provided that
construction has commenced within 2 years after
the decision is issued, which time shall be extended
by the time required to adjudicate any appeal from
such approval and which time shall also be extend-
ed if the project proponent is actively pursuing
other required permits for the project or there is
other good cause for the failure to commence con-
struction, or as may be provided in an approval for
a multi-phase project.
Added by St.2004, c. 149, § 92, eff. July 1, 2004.
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SMART GROWTH SCHOOL COST REIMBURSEMENT
Chapter 40S of the General Laws was added by St.2005, c. 141, § 1.
Section
1. Definitions.
2. Amount of smart growth school cost reimburse-
ment; addition to districts' required net school
spending.
Section
3. Smart growth address list; duties of reporting offi-
cer; assessor's list; calculation of reimbursement
amount; regulations.
4. Annual report on cost and effectiveness of reim-
bursement program.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following words shall
have the following meanings:
—
"Additional chapter 70 aid", for each municipali-
ty, an amount calculated by the department of
education equal to the actual increase in chapter
70 aid payments, including, but not limited to,
foundation aid increases and minimum aid increas-
es, that is attributable to the number of each mu-
nicipality's eligible students from the school dis-
trict. In the case of a regional school district, the
amount of additional chapter 70 aid in the region
shall be apportioned among member communities
proportionally based upon the number of eligible
students from each member municipality. For any
municipality with eligible students from more than
1 school district, additional chapter 70 aid shall be
the sum of the additional chapter 70 aid at the
municipal school district plus the municipality's
share of additional chapter 70 aid at each district
of which the municipality is a member.
"Average actual net school spending per stu-
dent", for each school district, the actual net school
spending per pupil, as defined by and reported to
the department of education, for the immediately
preceding fiscal year.
"Division", the division of local services within
the department of revenue.
"Education percentage", the average across all
communities in the commonwealth of total edu-
cation expenditures in relation to total municipal
expenditures as certified at the end of the preced-
ing fiscal year by the department of revenue. This
percentage shall be the total actual net school
spending of all districts as defined by the depart-
ment of education divided by the sum of total
General Fund municipal spending and regional
school district aid.
"Eligible student", a child living in a new smart
growth development that is enrolled as of the prior
year in a district or charter school in kindergarten
through grade 12, attends a residential or other
school pursuant to special education requirements,
attends pre-kindergarten or post 12th grade ses-
sions pursuant to special education requirements,
or attends a school district through the so-called
school choice program, established under section
12B of chapter 76, or a similar program.
"Local smart growth excise tax revenues", for
each municipality the total excise taxes for the
subject year on vehicles garaged at a new smart
growth development, as calculated by the division.
"Local smart growth property tax revenues", for
each municipality, the product of the local levy rate
times the amount of assessed valuation due to new
smart growth development as certified by the com-
missioner of revenue, as calculated by the division.
"Local smart growth revenues for education",
for each municipality, the product of the education
percentage times the sum of local smart growth
property tax revenues plus local smart growth ex-
cise tax revenues, each for the preceding fiscal
year.
"New smart growth development", any new resi-
dential or commercial development, including the
substantial redevelopment of existing properties,
subject to the payment of local property taxes that:
(a) occurs in a smart growth zoning district after
the adoption of such zoning by the community, and
(b) is permitted under the provisions of the smart
growth zoning district. A redevelopment shall be
considered substantial if its cost exceeds 50 per
cent of the building's pre-renovation assessed value
or if it constitutes a change in use from nonresiden-
tial to residential.
"Smart growth zoning district", a zoning district
adopted by a community and approved by the
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department of housing and community develop-
ment which is eligible, and which remains eligible
for density bonus payments under chapter 40R.
"Total education cost for eligible students", for
each municipality, the product of the total number
of eligible students in the prior fiscal year times the
average actual net school spending per student as
calculated by the department of education. This
calculation shall first be made separately for each
school district attended by eligible students, and
the results of such calculations shall then be
summed.
Added by St.2005, c. 141, § 1, eff. Feb. 20, 2006.
§ 2. Amount of smart growth school cost reim-
bursement; addition to districts' re-
quired net school spending
Subject to appropriation, for each fiscal year
commencing with fiscal year 2008, any city or
town that has established 1 or more smart growth
zoning districts shall receive smart growth school
cost reimbursement from the commonwealth. This
reimbursement shall be equal to the positive differ-
ence, if any, between: (i) total education cost for
eligible students, and (ii) the sum of local smart
growth revenues for education plus additional
chapter 70 aid. The department of education shall
add the smart growth school cost reimbursement
amounts to each district's required net school
spending, as defined in chapter 70. For purposes
of the net school spending calculation, the depart-
ment shall allocate a municipality's smart growth
school cost reimbursement among the districts to
which it belongs in proportion to the number of
eligible students from the municipality attending
each district.
Added by St.2005, c. 141, § 1, eff. Feb. 20, 2006.
§ 3. Smart growth address list; duties of re-
porting officer; assessor's list; calcula-
tion of reimbursement amount; regula-
tions
(a) Upon certifying and approving a zoning dis-
trict as a smart growth zoning district under chap-
ter 40R, the department of housing and community
development shall provide a list of all addresses of
new smart growth development within each smart
growth zoning district, in this chapter called the
smart growth address list, to the municipality, the
department of education, the division of local ser-
vices within the department of revenue, and the
registry of motor vehicles.
(b) The chief executive officer of every munici-
pality with a smart growth zoning district shall
appoint a smart growth reporting officer who shall
be responsible for collecting all relevant data and
transmitting it to the appropriate state agencies in
a timely fashion. The reporting officer shall trans-
mit the smart growth address list to the superinten-
dent of schools of the municipal school district and
to the superintendent of each district or charter
school in which local residents were enrolled as of
October 1. Superintendents shall provide to the
reporting officer a list of each eligible student from
the school. The reporting officer shall compile
these data into a single list of eligible students, in
this chapter called the eligible student list, includ-
ing the name, address and school district of each
eligible student, and transmit the eligible student
list to the department of education. The reports
and list shall be made in a manner and form to be
prescribed by the commissioner of education.
(c) Upon receipt of the eligible student list, the
department of education shall certify that all stu-
dents listed are living in new smart growth devel-
opment within a smart growth zoning district.
Upon such certification, the department shall cal-
culate the additional chapter 70 aid amount, and
the total education cost for eligible students and
shall transmit the calculation to the division of
local services and to the municipal reporting offi-
cer.
(d) The reporting officer shall provide the smart
growth address list to the municipality's assessors,
who shall be responsible for providing the report-
ing officer with a compilation of all commercial
and residential development comprising new smart
growth development in the smart growth zoning
district and all vehicles garaged therein. Said
compilation shall contain the addresses of each
parcel within the zoning district, the classification
code for each parcel, the assessed value of the
parcel, the number of units at each address, the
number of vehicles garaged at each address, and
the excise tax paid on each vehicle. The reporting
officer shall transmit the assessors' list to the regis-
try of motor vehicles and the division of local
services. The reports and lists required by this
paragraph shall be made in manner and form to be
prescribed by the commissioner of revenue.
(e) Upon receipt of the assessors' list, the regis-
trar of motor vehicles shall verify the number of
vehicles and the excise tax paid on these vehicles
and provide that verification to the division of local
services. The division shall use these lists to calcu-
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late local smart growth excise tax revenues, local
smart growth property tax revenues, and local
smart growth revenues for education.
(f) Upon receipt of all data and calculations re-
quired by this section, the division of local services
shall calculate the smart growth school cost reim-
bursement pursuant to section 2. Subject to ap-
propriation, the commissioner of revenue shall
make a single payment to each municipality for the
amount of its smart growth school cost reimburse-
ment; but if the appropriation is insufficient to
fully fund the cost of the reimbursement, the divi-
sion shall calculate the percentage of each munici-
pality's reimbursement as a share of the statewide
reimbursement, and pro-rate each municipality's
reimbursement proportionally.
(g) The commissioner of revenue, in consultation
with the commissioner of education, the director of
housing and community development, and the reg-
istrar of motor vehicles, shall adopt all regulations
necessary to carry out this chapter.
Added by St.2005, c. 141, § 1, eff. Feb. 20, 2006.
§ 4. Annual report on cost and effectiveness of
reimbursement program
The commissioners of revenue and education,
the director of housing and community develop-
ment and the registrar of motor vehicles shall
annually report on the cost and effectiveness of the
reimbursement program. This report shall in-
clude, but not be limited to, the number of munici-
palities which have adopted the provisions of chap-
ters 40R and 40S, the number of smart growth
zoning districts in the commonwealth, the number
of eligible students per municipality, the number of
municipalities receiving the smart growth school
cost reimbursement, and the total reimbursement
and per pupil reimbursement provided to each
municipality. They shall provide the report to the
chairs of the house and senate committees on ways
and means, the house and senate chairs of the joint
committee on housing, the house and senate chairs
of the joint committee on community development
and small business, the house and senate chairs of
the joint committee on education, and the secretary
of administration and finance.
Added by St.2005, c. 141, § 1, eff. Feb. 20, 2006.
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CHAPTER 40U
MUNICIPAL FINES
Chapter 40U of the General Laws was added by St.2010, c. 26.
Section
1.
2.
3.
4.
6.
7.
8.
9.
Definitions.
Effective date of chapter in municipality.
Procedures for payment of municipal fines; power
to revoke or rescind.
Procedures for payment of fines determined by ma-
jority vote.
Sidewalk snow and ice removal; penalties for non-
compliance; standards for clearance.
Municipal hearing officer.
Administrative disposition of noncriminal violations.
Violation notices.
Affixing of violation tags.
Section
10. Retention and delivery of violation notice copies.
Schedule of fines for violations.
Return of notice of violation; payment; request for
hearing; additional charges for non-payment.
Challenge to validity of violation notice.
Written request for hearing; time and location of
hearing.
Appeal of decision of municipal hearing officer.
Effect of failure to pay, request hearing or appear.
Payments of fines, penalties or assessments to the
general fund of municipality.
Local ordinances and by-laws superseded.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1. Definitions
"Municipal hearing officer", a person appointed
by the appointing authority of a municipality to
conduct hearings of alleged code violations pursu-
ant to this chapter.
"Unpaid charge", an unpaid fine incurred as a
result of a violation of a rule, regulation, order,
ordinance or by-law regulating the housing, sani-
tary or municipal snow and ice removal require-
ment.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 1 1, 2010.
§ 2. Effective date of chapter in municipality
This chapter shall take effect in a municipality
upon its acceptance.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 1 1, 2010.
§ 3. Procedures for payment of municipal fines;
power to revoke or rescind
A municipality that adopts this chapter shall, in
the manner provided in this chapter adopt proce-
dures for the payment of the municipal fines pro-
vided in this chapter and may revoke or rescind
any such acceptance.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 11, 2010.
§ 4. Procedures for payment of fines deter-
mined by majority vote
The adoption of procedures for the payment of
certain municipal fines under this chapter shall be
by majority vote of the city council or town meet-
ing
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 11, 2010.
§ 5. Sidewalk snow and ice removal; penalties
for non-compliance; standards for clear-
ance
A municipality shall by ordinances and by-laws
provide for the removal of snow and ice from
sidewalks within such portions of the municipality
as they consider expedient by the owner of land
abutting such sidewalks. Such ordinances and by-
laws shall determine the time and manner of re-
moval and shall affix penalties, not exceeding $200,
for each such violation. Such ordinances and by-
laws shall be specific as to the width of the area to
be cleared and the standards for clearance.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 1 1, 2010.
§ 6. Municipal hearing officer
A municipality shall appoint a municipal hearing
officer. The officer shall hear appeals of violation
notices issued within the municipality. The munic-
ipal hearing officer may be the same person ap-
pointed as a municipal hearing officer pursuant to
chapter 148A.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 1 1, 2010.
§ 7. Administrative disposition of noncriminal
violations
A municipality may implement a system for the
administrative disposition of noncriminal violations
pursuant to section 2 ID of chapter 40.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 11, 2010.
§ 8. Violation notices
Every officer and inspector who takes notice of a
violation of a rule, regulation, order, ordinance or
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by-law regulating the housing, sanitary or snow
and ice removal requirement shall provide the of-
fender with a notice forthwith, which shall be in
tag form, to appear before the municipal hearing
officer or the hearings officer's designee during
regular office hours, not later than 2 1 days after
the date of such violation. All tags shall be pre-
pared in triplicate or by the use of an automated
ticketing device and shall be pre-numbered.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 11, 2010.
§ 9. Affixing of violation tags
The tag shall be affixed securely to the building
or, for a building with an onsite professionally-
managed property office, delivered to the office
during normal business hours and shall contain,
but shall not be limited, to: the date, time and
place of the violation, the specific violation
charged, the name and badge number of the officer
or inspector and his division, a schedule of pay-
ment for established fines and instructions for re-
turn of the tag.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 11, 2010.
§ 10. Retention and delivery of violation notice
copies
Within 3 business days after completion of each
shift, the officer or inspector shall give to his supe-
rior those copies of each notice of a violation
issued during such shift. The superior shall retain
and preserve 1 copy and shall, not later than the
beginning of the next business day after receipt of
the notice, deliver another copy to the municipal
hearing officer before whom the offender has been
notified to appear, unless the ticket was produced
by an automated ticketing device, in which case no
duplicate copies need be retained. The municipal
hearing officer shall maintain a docket of all such
notices to appear.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 1 1, 2010.
§ 11. Schedule of fines for violations
The municipality shall, by ordinance or by-law,
establish a schedule of fines for violations subject
to this chapter committed within the municipality;
provided, however, that all such fines shall be
uniform for the same offense committed in the
same zone or district, if any. A fine established
under this chapter shall not exceed the maximum
allowable amount under the relevant sections of
the housing or sanitary code or municipal snow
and ice removal requirement, excluding late fees.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 11, 2010.
§ 12. Return of notice of violation; payment;
request for hearing; additional charges
for non-payment
Where a notice of violation is issued for a code
violation, the alleged violator, within 21 days, shall
return the notice of violation by mail, personally or
by an authorized person, to the municipal hearing
officer and shall either: (1) pay in full the sched-
uled fine by check, postal note, money order or
other legal tender; or (2) request a hearing before
the municipal hearing officer. Each violation is-
sued shall contain a statement explaining the pro-
cedure to adjudicate the violation by mail. Any
amounts paid shall be payable to the municipality.
If a fine remains unpaid for 2 1 days and no hearing
has been requested, a letter shall be sent to the
property owner of record's mailing address and, if
appropriate to the local individual or property
management company responsible for the mainte-
nance of the property, with a processing fee of not
more than $10, notifying him that the fine shall be
paid within 30 days after receipt of that notice
unless within 14 days of receiving that notice the
property owner requests a hearing before the mu-
nicipal hearing officer and swears in writing under
the pains and penalties of perjury that the property
owner did not receive the notice of violation. If
the fine remains unpaid after that 30 day period,
additional penalties and interest may be attached.
Thereafter, any fine and additional penalties and
interest that may be attached and which remain
unpaid shall become an additional assessment on
the property owner's tax bill. Such amount and
cost relative thereto may also be a lien upon such
real estate as provided in section 42B of chapter
40. A municipality's determination of whether to
place a lien on the property may involve the num-
ber of and the dollar amount of the violations on
the property. The property owner of record shall
be notified by certified mail of the lien on the
property. No lien shall be removed without notice
from the tax collector that all such matters have
been disposed of in accordance with law. Addi-
tional charges equal to the amount required to file
the lien and the amount required to release the lien
shall be assessed against the owner of record for
the purpose of ensuring that all costs associated
with filing and release are recovered.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 1 1, 2010.
§ 13. Challenge to validity of violation notice
Any person notified to appear before the munici-
pal hearing officer, as provided herein may, with-
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out waiving the right to a hearing provided by this
chapter and without waiving judicial review as
provided in section 14 of chapter 30A, challenge
the validity of the violation notice and receive a
review and disposition of the violation from the
municipal hearing officer by mail. The alleged
violator may, upon receipt of the notice to appear,
send a signed statement of objections to the viola-
tion notice as well as signed statements from wit-
nesses, police officers, government officials and
other relevant parties. Photographs, diagrams,
maps and other documents may also be sent with
the statements. Any statements or materials sent
to the municipal hearing officer for review shall
have attached the person's name and complete
address as well as the ticket number and the date
of the violation. The municipal hearing officer
shall, within 21 days after receipt of such material,
review the material and dismiss or uphold the
violation and notify the alleged violator by mail of
the disposition of the hearing. If the outcome of
the hearing is against the alleged violator, the mu-
nicipal hearing officer shall explain the reasons for
the outcome on the notice. Such review and dis-
position conducted by mail shall be informal, the
rules of evidence shall not apply and the decision
of the municipal hearing officer shall be final,
subject to any hearing provisions provided by this
chapter or to judicial review as provided in said
section 14 of said chapter 30A.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 1 1, 2010.
§ 14. Written request for hearing; time and
location of hearing
Notwithstanding section 21D of chapter 40, a
person who desires to contest a violation of any
ordinance or by-law of a municipality alleged in a
notice to appear, pursuant to violations issued by a
municipality in accordance with said section 2 ID
ol said chapter 40, shall request in writing a hear-
ing before a municipal hearing officer. The notice
to appear shall be in the format specified in said
section 2 ID of said chapter 40, except that the
third copy of the notice shall be submitted to the
municipal hearing officer unless the ticket was
produced by an automated ticketing device.
If the alleged violator requests a hearing before
the municipal hearing officer in a timely manner,
the municipal hearing officer shall schedule a hear-
ing not later than 45 days after receiving the hear-
ing request. The municipal hearing oflicer shall
duly notify the alleged violator of the date, time
and location of the hearing. Hearings shall be
held on at least 2 evenings each month. When a
hearing notice is sent, the alleged violator shall be
given an opportunity to request a rescheduled hear-
ing date. The municipal hearing officer so desig-
nated shall not be an employee or officer of the
department associated with the issuance of the
notice of violation.
The municipal hearing officer shall receive annu-
al training in the conduct of administrative hear-
ings. The hearing and disposition shall be infor-
mal and shall follow the rules set forth in chapter
30A. Rules for judicial proceedings shall not ap-
ply. In conducting the hearing, the municipal
hearing officer shall determine whether the viola-
tion occurred and whether it was committed by the
person notified to appear.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 1 1, 2010.
§ 15. Appeal of decision of municipal hearing
officer
A person aggrieved by a decision of the munici-
pal hearing officer may appeal to the district court,
housing court or other court of competent jurisdic-
tion pursuant to section 2 ID of chapter 40, on a
form provided by the municipality, and shall be
entitled to a de novo hearing before a clerk magis-
trate of the court. The court shall consider such
appeals under a civil standard. The aggrieved
person shall file the appeal within 10 days after
receiving notice of the decision from the municipal
hearing officer who conducted the hearing.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 11, 2010.
§ 16. Effect of failure to pay, request hearing or
appear
Any person who has received a notice of viola-
tion issued in accordance with this chapter who,
within the prescribed time, fails to pay the same or
fails to request a hearing before the municipal
hearing officer or who fails to appear at the time
and place of the hearing, shall be deemed responsi-
ble for the violation as stated in the notice of
violation. Such finding of responsibility shall be
considered prima facie evidence of the violation in
a civil proceeding regarding that violation and
shall be admissible as evidence in a subsequent
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criminal proceeding. If a person fails to appear at
the scheduled hearing without good cause, the ap-
peal shall be dismissed and the violator shall waive
any further right of appeal. If the condition which
caused the notice of violation to issue continues to
exist, the finding of responsibility may also be used
by a municipality as prima facie evidence of the
existence of a violation in any proceeding to sus-
pend or revoke any license, permit or certificate
issued by such municipality relative to that build-
ing, structure or premises pending the correction
of the condition.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 1 1, 2010.
§ 17. Payments of fines, penalties or assess-
ments to the general fund of municipal-
ity
All fines, penalties or assessments in actions un-
der this chapter shall be paid to the general fund of
the municipality.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 11, 2010.
§ 18. Local ordinances and by-laws superseded
In a municipality that has accepted this chapter,
this chapter shall supersede any local ordinances
or by-laws to the contrary.
Added by St.2010, c. 26, eff. May 11, 2010.
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CHAPTER 40V
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVE PROGRAM
Chapter 40V of the General Laws was added by St.2010, c. 240, § 105.
Section
1. Definitions.
2. Designation of gateway munieipality as an HD
Zone; eontents of application.
3. Approval of application for tax exemption for hous-
ing development project under Sec. 59 of chapter
59.
Section
4. Criteria for eligibility to be a certified housing pro-
ject; approval of certified housing development
project designation.
5. Award of tax credits to sponsor of a certified project.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1 . Definitions
[Text ofsection applicable as provided by
2010, 240, Sec. 199. See 2010, 240, Sec.
195.
J
As used in this chapter, the following words
shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
have the following meanings:
—
"Certified housing development project", a hous-
ing development project that has been approved by
the department for participation in the housing
development incentive program.
"Department", the department of housing and
community development as established by chapter
23B.
"Gateway municipality", gateway municipality
as defined in section 3A of chapter 23A.
"Housing development incentive program" or
"HDIP", a program designed to promote increased
residential growth, expanded diversity of housing
supply, neighborhood stabilization, and economic
development within housing development zones in
gateway municipalities.
"Housing development project", a multi-unit res-
idential rehabilitation project that is located in a
gateway municipality and once rehabilitated, shall
contain at least 80 per cent market rate units.
"Housing development zone" or "HD zone", a
zone designated by a gateway municipality which
shall be characterized by a need for multi-unit
market rate residential properties.
"Market rate residential unit", a residential unit
priced for households above 110 per cent of the
area's household median income.
"Qualified substantial rehabilitation expendi-
ture", the cost of substantial rehabilitation meeting
the following criteria: (i) an initial certification by
the department that the structure meets the defini-
tion of certified housing development project; (ii) a
second certification by the department, to be issued
prior to construction, certifying that if completed
as proposed, the rehabilitation work meets the
standards required for a certified rehabilitation;
and (iii) a final certification by the department,
issued when the property is leased or sold by the
taxpayer.
"Sponsors", sponsors, as defined in section 25 of
chapter 23B.
"Substantial rehabilitation" and "substantially
rehabilitated", the needed major redevelopment,
repair and renovation of a property, excluding the
purchase of the property, as determined by the
department of housing and community develop-
ment.
Added by St.2010, c. 240, § 105, eff. Aug. 5, 2010.
§ 2. Designation of gateway municipality as an
HD Zone; contents of application
[Text of section applicable as provided by
2010, 240, Sec. 199. See 2010, 240, Sec.
195.]
The department may from time to time designate
1 or more areas of a gateway municipality as an
HD Zone and take any and all actions necessary or
appropriate to such a designation, upon receipt of
a municipal application requesting such designa-
tion and representing in its application that the
municipality, based on its own independent investi-
gation, has determined that the area proposed for
designation has a need for multi-unit residential
properties. The application shall include a plan
which shall include a detailed description of the
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation and re-
lated activities, public and private, contemplated
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for such zone as of the date of the adoption of the
zone plan.
Added by St.2010, c. 240, § 105, eff. Aug. 5, 2010.
§ 3. Approval of application for tax exemption
for housing development project under
Sec. 59 of chapter 59
[Text of section applicable as provided by
2010, 240, Sec. 199. See 2010, 240, Sec.
195.
J
Under section 5M of chapter 59, the department
may approve a municipality's application for a tax
exemption for a housing development project locat-
ed within an approved housing development zone.
Added by St.2010, c. 240, § 105, eff. Jan. 1, 201 1.
§ 4. Criteria for eligibility to be a certified
housing project; approval of certified
housing development project designation
[Text of section applicable as provided by
2010, 240, Sec. 199. See 2010, 240, Sec.
195.]
(a) A project may be eligible to be a certified
housing development project under this chapter;
provided, however, that the proposed project:
(i) contains 2 or more residential units; provid-
ed, however, the project may be a mixed-use devel-
opment that includes commercial uses in addition
to residential units;
(ii) contains not more than 50 market rate resi-
dential units;
(iii) is located in a designated or proposed HD
zone;
(iv) contains at least 80 per cent market rate
units upon completion of the rehabilitation, to be
sold or leased;
(v) has received from the municipality a property
tax exemption under section 5M of chapter 59; and
(vi) is a substantial rehabilitation of an existing
property.
(b) The department may from time to time ap-
prove 1 or more housing development projects,
located in HD zones designated as certified pro-
jects under section 2 and take any and all actions
necessary or appropriate to such a designation,
upon compliance with the following:
(i) receipt of a project proposal for such a desig-
nation requesting such designation from the mu-
nicipality, submitted in a timely manner, in such
form and with such information as the department
prescribes, supported by independently verifiable
information and signed under the penalties of per-
jury by a person authorized to bind the sponsors;
(ii) receipt of an executed agreement by the mu-
nicipality which contains a tax exemption under
section 5M of chapter 59 and this section so long as
the municipality has determined and incorporated
in a formal written determination, based on the
information submitted with the project proposal
and such additional investigation as the municipali-
ty shall make, that the project as described in the
proposal and all documentation submitted with the
proposal:
(A) is consistent with and can reasonably be ex-
pected to benefit significantly from the gateway
municipality's plans relative to the project property
tax exemption;
(B) together with all other projects previously
certified and located in the same project HDIP
zone, shall not overburden the municipality's sup-
porting resources; and
(C) together with the municipal resources com-
mitted to the project, shall, if certified, have a
reasonable chance of increasing residential growth,
diversity of housing supply, supporting economic
development and promoting neighborhood stabili-
zation in 1 of the municipality's housing develop-
ment zones of the municipality as advanced in the
proposal; and
(iii) receipt with such written approval by the
municipality of a request for a designation of the
project as a certified project for a specified number
of years, which shall be not less than 5 years and
not more than 20 years.
(c) The department shall evaluate and either
grant or deny any project proposal not later than
90 days from the date of its receipt of a complete
project proposal and failure to do so by the depart-
ment shall result in approval of such project for a
term of 20 years. Approval of a project due to the
department's failure to act within 90 days shall not
constitute approval by the department of any tax
incentives provided under chapter 62 or 63.
(d) The department may impose a fee for the
processing of applications for the certification of
any project under this section.
(e) The department shall review such certified
project at least once every 2 years. A certified
project shall retain its certification for the period
specified by the department in its certification deci-
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sion unless such certification is revoked prior to
the expiration of the specified period. The certifi-
cation of a project may be revoked only by the
department and only upon: (i) the petition of the
municipality that approved the project proposal, if
the petition satisfies the authorization requirements
for a municipal application or the petition of the
director of the department; and (ii) the indepen-
dent investigation and determination of the depart-
ment that representations made by the sponsors in
its project proposal are materially at variance with
the conduct of the sponsors subsequent to the certi-
fication and such variance is found to frustrate the
public purposes that such certification was intend-
ed to advance. Upon such a revocation, the com-
monwealth and the municipality, may bring a
cause of action against the sponsors for the value of
any economic benefit received by the sponsors pri-
or to or subsequent to such revocation.
Under this section, revocation shall take effect on
the first day of the tax year in which the depart-
ment determines that a material variance com-
menced. The commissioner of revenue may, as of
the effective date of the revocation, disallow any
credits, exemptions or other tax benefits allowed by
the original certification under this section. The
commissioner shall issue regulations to recapture
the value of any credits, exemptions or other tax
benefits allowed by the certification under this sec-
tion.
Annually, on or before the first Wednesday in
December, the department shall file a report detail-
ing its findings of the review of all certified projects
that it evaluated in the prior fiscal year to the
commissioner of revenue, to the joint committee on
revenue and the joint committee on housing and
community development.
Added by St.2010, c. 240, § 105, off. Aug. 5, 2010.
§ 5. Award of tax credits to sponsor of a certi-
fied project
[Text of section applicable as provided by
2010, 240, Sec. 199. See 2010, 240, Sec.
195.
J
The department may award to a sponsor of a
certified project tax credits available under subsec-
tion (q) of section 6 of chapter 62 and section 38BB
of chapter 63 not to exceed 10 per cent of the cost
of qualified substantial rehabilitation expenditures
of the market rate units in the project. The
amount and duration of the credit awarded shall be
based on the following factors:
(i) the need for residential development and di-
versity of housing supply in the gateway municipal-
ity;
(ii) the extent to which the project will encour-
age residential development, expansion of diversity
of housing supply, support neighborhood stabiliza-
tion, and promote economic development in the
zone; and
(iii) the percentage of market rate units con-
tained in the project.
(b) The department may, limit any incentive or
credit available to a project under subsection (q) of
section 6 of chapter 62 and section 38BB of chap-
ter 63 to a dollar amount or in any other manner
deemed appropriate by the department.
Added by St.2010, c. 240, § 105, ell. Jan. 1, 2011.
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CHAPTER 41
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF CITIES, TOWNS AND DISTRICTS
Section
1.
1A.
IB.
2.
3.
4.
4A.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
13A.
13B.
14.
15.
15A.
16.
17.
18.
18A.
18B.
19.
19A.
19B.
19C.
19D.
19E.
19F.
19G.
19H.
19/.
19J.
19K.
20.
Town officers to be elected; tenure.
District defined.
Appointed town offices and boards; acceptance
by voters.
Establishment of new board or office; effect;
increase or decrease in board membership or
number of officers.
City officers; powers and duties.
Penalty for failure to choose selectmen or asses-
sors.
Members of town and district boards eligible to
hold other offices; salary.
Voting list; use.
Use of official ballots; towns authorized to pro-
vide for.
Use of official ballot; determination of extent.
Handling of ballots.
Handling of ballots after tabulation; sealing.
Failure to elect; procedure to fill vacancy; no-
tice.
Appointment to fill vacancy in town office.
City clerks; tenure.
Bond of town clerk.
Bond of city clerk.
Renewal of licenses and permits; delegation of
authority.
Temporary clerk.
Town clerks; powers and duties.
Certification of appropriations.
Oaths of town officers; return of certificate.
Filing of city contracts; penalty for noncompli-
ance.
Assistant city clerk.
Records of city clerk; attestation.
Facsimile signatures of city clerk or assistant
city clerk.
Assistant town clerks; powers and duties; com-
pensation.
Certificate of appointment or election of clerk;
filing requirements.
City and town clerks; tenure of office.
Acceptance of Sec. 19B; procedure; petition.
Removal or suspension of clerk having perma-
nent tenure.
Procedure for filling vacancy following death or
removal of clerk having permanent tenure.
Additional compensation for serving as clerk of
city council.
Additional compensation for serving as member
of registrars of voters.
Maximum amount of additional compensation
for serving as member of registrars of voters.
Additional compensation for serving in other
city or town positions.
Additional compensation for serving as member
of board of registrars of voters.
Additional compensation for town clerk.
Selectmen; duties and oaths; penalty.
Section
21.
21A.
22.
23.
23A.
23B.
23C.
23D.
24.
24A.
25.
25A.
26.
26A.
27.
28.
29.
30.
30A.
30B.
31 to 34.
34A.
34B.
35.
36.
37.
38.
38A.
39.
39A.
39B.
39C.
40.
41.
41A.
41B.
41C.
42.
43.
43A.
Authorization for selectmen to act as or appoint
other town officers.
Removal of persons appointed to positions of
chief of police or head of municipal police
department.
Officers appointed by selectmen; tenure; com-
pensation; vacancies.
Rescission of vote by selectmen; election of
other officers; tenure.
Executive secretary or town administrator; ap-
pointment; tenure.
Town departments; investigations and reports.
Persons acting on behalf of selectmen; appoint-
ment and removal.
Municipal data processing centers.
Assessors; number; method of selection; ten-
ure.
Repealed.
Appointment by selectmen; tenure of office.
Assistant assessors; appointment by assessors;
duties; compensation; tenure.
Appointment by selectmen where town so votes.
Employment of counsel in certain proceedings.
Appointment upon failure of incumbents to per-
form duties.
Powers and duties of assistant assessors.
Oath of office; penalty for failure to take oath.
Penalty for false valuation.
Vacancies; effect on powers of remaining asses-
sors.
Agreements for joint and cooperative assess-
ment, classification and valuation of property.
Repealed.
Repealed.
Identification of husbands and wives in docu-
ments and communications.
Bond of treasurer; duties.
Powers of treasurer; prosecution of actions.
Treasurer acting as tax collector; appointment
of deputies.
Powers of tax collector.
Collection of accounts due city or town; powers
and duties of tax collector.
Collection of taxes by constable.
Assistant treasurer.
Removal of treasurers or city or town collectors.
Assistant collector.
Temporary town officers.
Payment of compensation; oath.
Delivery of payroll checks to department heads.
Payment of public employees by direct bank
credits.
Deposits in credit union; pension or retirement
allowances.
Contents of pay roll.
Penalty.
Defense of actions against treasurers and collec-
tors; indemnification.
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44. Sinking fund commissioners; election; tenure;
appointment of secretary and treasurer.
45. Board of commissioners of trust funds; mem-
bership; powers and duties,
45A. Commissioners in towns under five thousand
population.
46. Town treasurer; duties; bond.
47. Powers and duties.
48. Tenure of city auditor.
49. Vacancy in office of auditor.
49A. Assistant auditors; powers and duties; compen-
sation.
50. Powers and duties of auditors.
5 1 . Accounts payable; notice to creditors; part pay-
ments.
52. Approval of bills.
53. Auditing of public trusts.
54. Notice to auditor of payment of public funds to
treasurer.
54A. Notification to assessors of receipts.
55. Town accountant; tenure; powers and duties.
56. Warrants for payment of bills.
57. Books of account and financial records.
58. Duties; notice of condition of appropriations;
record of appropriations.
59. Annual estimates; furnishing to town account-
ant.
60. Table of estimated appropriations.
61. Annual report.
61 A. Appointment of temporary officers upon vacan-
cy of certain offices; tenure; bond; removal;
powers and duties.
62. Highway surveyor; duties.
63. Road and sewer commissioners.
64. Road commissioners; powers and duties.
65. Sewer commissioners; powers and duties.
66. Superintendent of streets; appointment; ten-
ure.
67. One superintendent of streets for two or more
towns.
68. Superintendent of streets; powers and duties.
69. Superintendent of water or sewer department.
69A. Water commissioners; election; tenure; quo-
rum; vacancies.
69B. Water commissioners; powers and duties.
69C. Submission of adoption of board of public
works to electorate; ballot.
69D. Board of public works; membership; election;
tenure; powers and duties.
69E. Superintendent of public works; appointment;
powers and duties.
69F. Submission to voters of revocation of accep-
tance; conditions; effect.
69G. Office of lands and natural resources; establish-
ment; powers and duties; director and assis-
tants.
70. Planning board; duties.
7 1
. Annual report.
72. Ordinances and by-laws.
73. Board of survey; membership; length of exis-
tence; suspension of powers and duties.
74. Approval of plans filed by citizens.
75. Preparation of plans by board.
76. Substitution of new plans.
Section
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
81A.
81B.
81C.
81D.
81E.
81F.
81G.
81H.
81/.
81J.
81K.
81L.
81M.
81N.
810.
81P.
81Q.
81R.
81S.
81T.
81U.
81V.
81W.
8 IX.
81Y.
81Z.
81AA.
81BB.
81CC.
81DD.
81EE.
Construction or alteration of public ways; re-
strictions.
Recordation of plan; necessity of approval by
board.
Entry upon lands by board of survey for exami-
nations and surveys.
Establishment and discontinuance of exterior
way lines.
Damages.
Planning board; establishment; membership;
tenure; vacancies.
Planning board; powers and duties.
Studies and reports of board; acting as park
commissioners.
Master plan; economic development supple-
ment.
Official map; purpose; recordation.
Alteration of official map; damages for injuries.
Applicability of municipal planning laws to mu-
nicipal powers over public ways and parks.
Part of official map; laying out, altering or
relocating public ways.
Duties of municipalities having no official map
in respect to construction of ways; reference
to planning board.
Establishment and discontinuance of exterior
lines of ways in municipalities with planning
boards; damages for injuries.
Designation of subdivision control law.
Definitions.
Purpose of law.
Territorial extent of law; acceptance by munici-
palities.
Regulation of new subdivisions.
Approval of plans not subject to control law;
procedure.
Planning board; adoption of rules and regula-
tions.
Waiver of strict compliance with rules and regu-
lations.
Submission of preliminary plan; approval or
disapproval; recording.
Notice of submission of plan; hearing.
Approval, modification or disapproval of plan
by board; prerequisites for decision.
Final approval of plan; endorsements; certifi-
cate.
Modification, amendment or rescission of ap-
proval of plan; conditions.
Requirements for registration of plan.
Restrictions on construction of public ways, im-
provements and buildings; liability of grant-
ors, etc.; court jurisdiction.
Board of appeals; membership; tenure; remov-
al; vacancies; jurisdiction.
Board of appeals; rules; meetings; powers and
duties; hearings.
Appeal to superior court; counsel; costs; surety
or bond; speedy trial.
Powers of planning boards; entry on lands.
Application of law; damages.
Recordation; evidence that subdivision control
law is in effect; suspension.
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8 IFF.
81GG.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
87A.
87B.
88.
89.
90.
90A.
91.
91A.
91B.
92.
93.
94.
95.
95A.
95B.
96.
96A.
96B.
97.
97A.
97B.
97C.
97D.
97E.
97F.
98.
98A.
98B.
98C.
98D.
98E.
98F.
98G.
99.
Application of subdivision control law on regis-
tered and unregistered land; jurisdiction of
land court.
Powers of planning boards established under
prior law; severability provision.
Authority to establish art commissions.
Appointment; membership; compensation;
tenure; removal.
Powers and duties; penalty.
Weighers, measurers and surveyors of goods or
commodities; appointment; qualifications;
tenure; removal.
Powers and duties; penalty for misrepresenta-
tion.
Applicability of Sees. 85 and 86 to weighers,
etc., of particular commodities.
Weighers and measurers of motor vehicles and
trailers; appointment.
Repealed.
Weighers of fish.
Deputy weighers of fish.
Weighers of fish; penalty for violation of oath of
office.
Interfering with fish weigher or deputies; pen-
alty.
Constables; appointment and removal in cities.
Constables; appointment in towns.
Appointments; qualifications; application; in-
vestigation.
Service of civil process.
Remedies on bond.
Powers and duties.
Territorial jurisdiction.
Service of civil process fees.
Records of service of civil process fees.
Police officers; appointment; tenure; dis-
charge.
Felons disqualified.
Police training schools; supervisory training;
attendance by persons exercising police pow-
ers; wages and expenses; exceptions; remov-
al for failure to attend.
Police departments; establishment.
Police departments; chief of police; powers
and duties.
Rape reporting and prosecution units within
police departments; training and funding;
personnel; preservation of evidence.
Special telephone exchange for reporting of
rape.
Confidentiality of reports of rape and related
offenses; violations; penalties.
Chief of police; attendance at conventions.
Firefighter duties; performance by police.
Powers and duties.
Arrest on fresh and continued pursuit.
Foot patrol.
Badges; identification by name or number.
Identification cards.
Public solicitations using words "police" or
"firefighters".
Daily logs; public records.
Domestic abuse; police reports.
Requisition of police officers by other towns.
Section
99A. Members of regular police or fire department
and fire alarm division; residence outside city
or town.
99B. Regional police district law; purpose of Sees.
99B to 99K.
99C. Establishment.
99D. Town elections for acceptance; ballots.
99E. Powers and duties.
99F. Regional police district commission; member-
ship; officers.
99G. Budget; apportionment; appropriations.
99H. Annual audits.
997. Costs and expenses; annual estimates; appor-
tionment; assessment of towns.
99J. Regional district police department; pending
prosecutions; personnel transfers.
99K. Revocation of acceptance of regional police dis-
trict law; town elections; ballot; continuity
of district.
100. Indemnification of police officers, firemen and
persons aiding them; actions for intentional
or negligent injuries inflicted upon same.
100A. Repealed.
100B. Indemnification of retired police officers and
fire fighters.
100C to 100F. Repealed.
100G. Payment of funeral and burial expenses of fire
fighters and police officers killed in perform-
ance of duties; acceptance of section.
lOOG'A. Payment of funeral and burial expenses of fire-
fighters and police officers killed in perform-
ance of duties; acceptance of section.
100G'/>. Attendance by police officers at police associa-
tion executive board meetings; acceptance of
section.
100H. Indemnification of law enforcement officers for
dogs used in connection with official duties.
1007, 100J. Repealed.
101. Commissioner of public safety; powers and
duties.
101 A. Police officers or firefighters; tobacco smoking.
102. Inspector of health.
102 A. Appointment in towns under three thousand
population.
102B. Appointment in towns of 5,000 or more inhabit-
ants.
103. Purchasing department; purchasing agent;
duties and salaries.
104. Establishment of purchasing department; sub-
mission to electorate.
105. Board of trustees for soldiers' memorials; pow-
ers and duties; membership; tenure; vacan-
cies; rules and regulations.
106. Tree warden; appointment; term.
106A. Town physician; appointment in certain towns.
106B. Capital planning committee; establishment;
duties.
107. Oath of office; beginning of term.
108. Compensation.
108A. Classification of positions; compensation plans;
rules and regulations.
108B. Assessors and tax collectors in districts; com-
pensation and expenses.
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Section
108C. By-laws pertaining to administration of person-
nel; consolidation.
108D. Fire fighters; minimum annual compensation.
108E. Policemen; schedule ol minimum annual com-
pensation.
108F. Fire fighters; schedule of minimum annual
compensation.
108G. Policemen; alternate schedule of minimum an-
nual compensation.
108H. Fire lighters assigned to photographic work;
additional compensation.
108/. Policemen assigned to photographic or finger-
print identification work; additional compen-
sation.
108J. Equal pay of male and female employees.
108K. Female police officers; equality of compensa-
tion .
108L. Police career incentive pay program; salary in-
creases; reimbursement of cities or towns.
108M. Police officers attending law enforcement
courses at accredited college or university for
degree; payment of salary; duty hours;
agreement.
108N. Town manager, administrator, executive secre-
tary, or administrative assistant; employment
contract.
108O. Employment contracts for police chiefs and fire
chicls.
108P. Additional compensation for collectors or trea-
surers.
109. Resignation; notice; residence requirements.
109A. Fidelity bonds; payment of premiums.
110. Authorization for holidays.
1 10A. Office hours on Saturday.
111. Vacations of certain employees.
1 1 1 A. Vacations for police and firemen.
11 IB. Sick leaves; accumulation.
111C. Attendance by employee veterans at funerals or
memorial services for veterans.
1 1 ID. Vacations for police and firemen.
11 IE. Vacation pay for terminated employees; condi-
tions.
1 1 1 F. Leave with pay for incapacitated employees.
1 1 1G. Additional vacation time for longevity.
11 1 G '/? . Vacations; duration.
1 1 1H. Overtime pay for police officers; conditions.
111/. Compensation due deceased employees; dispo-
sition.
1 1 U. Attendance at veterans' conventions.
Section
11 IK. Firemen; summer vacations.
111L. Policemen and firemen; vacations; 20 yens'
service.
111M. Emergency medical technicians; leave without
loss of pay while incapacitated.
11 IN. Indemnification of emergency medical techni-
cians for certain expenses.
1 12. Preference in public employment.
112A. Veterans in unclassified positions; procedure
for involuntary separation.
113. Use of official ballots.
114. Application of election laws
115. Nomination papers; filing; certificates of nomi-
nation.
116. Duties of prudential committee and clerk in
certain districts.
117. District elections; provision for election equip-
ment; liability for expenses.
118. District elections; provision for forms, tally and
vote sheets.
119. District meetings; qualifications.
120. Fiscal year of districts.
121. District treasurers; qualifications.
122. Temporary treasurer; appointment; bond.
123. Temporary clerk; appointment; bond.
123A. Assistant treasurers and assistant clerks; ap-
pointment; bond.
124. Fire and water districts; appropriation for cost
of water favorability studies.
125. Temporary housing assistance plans.
126. Definitions.
127. Eligibility to apply for tenure; offices except eel;
restrictions; duration of tenure; removal for
cause.
128. City offices; application statement; filing; ap-
proval procedure; denial, re-application time
limit.
129. Town offices; application statement; filing; ap-
proval procedure; denial, re-application time
limit.
130. Applicability of town tenure provisions to dis-
tricts.
131. City or town offices; application statement by
head of department for tenure of its members;
filing; approval procedure; denial, re-appli-
cation time limit.
132. Tenure limitations.
133. Appointment and reappointment of police offi-
cers.
The section headings for the General Laws
§ 1 . Town officers to be elected; tenure
Every town at its annual meeting shall in every
year when the term ol office of any incumbent
expires, and except when other provision is made
by law or by charter, choose by ballot from its
registered voters the following town officers for the
following terms of office:
A town clerk for the term of one or more years.
A town treasurer for the term of one or more
years.
in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
One or more collectors of taxes for the term of
one or more years, unless the town votes otherwise
or votes to authorize its treasurer to act as collec-
tor.
Three or more selectmen for the term of not
more than three years, subject to the provisions of
section twenty-one.
One or more assessors for the term of not more
than three years.
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One or more auditors for the term of one or
more years, except where such office is abolished
as provided in section fifty-five.
One or more highway surveyors for the term of
one or more years; or one or more road commis-
sioners for the term of one or more years.
One or more sewer commissioners for the term
of one or more years if the town has provided for
such officers, unless the town by vote authorizes its
road commissioners to act as sewer commission-
ers.
A tree warden for the term of one or more years,
unless the town by vote or by-law provides that he
shall be appointed.
One or more constables for a term of one or
more years, unless the town by vote provides that
they shall be appointed.
Three or more members of the school committee
for terms of not more than three years.
Three or more assistant assessors, if the town so
votes, for the term of not more than three years.
Three or more members of the board of health
for the term of one or more years if the town
provides for such board, otherwise the selectmen
shall act as a board of health.
All other town officers shall be appointed by the
selectmen unless other provision is made by law or
by vote of the town.
In any town or district in which the election date
of the officers, authorized under this section, is
changed, the officers currently serving shall contin-
ue to hold their offices until the appointment or
election and qualification of their successors.
In any case where three or more members of a
board are to be elected for terms of more than one
year, as nearly one-third as may be shall be elected
annually.
The provisions of this section or any of the fol-
lowing sections of this chapter which authorize or
require the fixing of the terms of office of members
of any board, commission or body in such a man-
ner that all such terms would not expire at the
same time shall not apply with respect to such
board, commission or body after the town has
voted under section two of chapter fifty-four A to
elect the members thereof by the proportional rep-
resentational method of election. In no case shall
the term of any officer exceed five years.
Amended by St.1934, c. 155, § 1; St.1938, c. 341, § 2;
St.1939, c. 3; St.1939, c. 129; St.1943, c. 453, § 3;
St.1953, c. 267, § 1; St.1955, c. 33; St.1961, c. 354, § 1;
St.1967, c. 658, § 2; St.1973, c. 1134; St.1977, c. 690,
§ 1; St.1978, c. 349, § 4; St. 1980, c. 129; St.1984, c.
363, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 52, § 1.
St.1785, c. 75, § 2.
St.1826, c. 143, § 5.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 33; c. 19, § 16; c. 23, § 10.
St.1857, c. 270, §§ 1, 2,4.
St. 1859, c. 264.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 31; c. 38, §§ 16, 21.
St.1871, c. 158.
St. 1874, c. 389.
St. 1877, c. 186.
St.1878, c. 255.
St. 1879, c. 223, § 4.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 78; c. 44, §§21, 26.
St. 1886, c. 150.
St.1886, c. 295, § 1.
St.1888, c. 221, § 1.
St. 1893, c. 304, § 1.
St.l893,c. 417, § 266.
St. 1894, c. 16.
St.l894,c. 218.
St. 1894, c. 473, § 1.
St.1895, c. 374, § 1.
St.1895, c. 506, §§ 2,3.
St. 1896, c. 190, § 1.
St. 1896, c. 319.
St. 1898, c. 548, §§ 331, 332, 334.
St. 1899, c. 330, § 1.
St.1901, c. 482.
R.L.1902, c. 11, §§ 334 to 336, 338.
St.1907, c. 560, §§ 362 to 364, 366, 456.
St.1911, c. 222.
St. 1913, c. 835, §§ 400, 403, 405, 503.
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 151, 152.
St. 1918, c. 291, § 26.
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2, § 1.
St.1920, c. 591, §§ 33,35.
St.1923, c. 66.
St.1925, c. 178.
St.l931,c. 394, § 111.
§ 1A. District defined
Except as otherwise expressly provided, the word
"district", as used in this chapter, shall mean a
fire, water, sewer, water pollution abatement, re-
fuse disposal, light, or improvement district, or any
other district, howsoever named, formed for the
purpose of carrying out any of the aforementioned
functions, whether established under general law
or special act.
Added by St.1967, c. 45, § 1. Amended by St. 1969, c.
505, § 4.
188
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 41 §3
§ IB. Appointed town offices and boards; ac-
ceptance by voters
Any office or board, except the board of select-
men and the school committee, elected under the
provisions of section 1 may become an appointed
position or board by a majority vote of the annual
or special town meeting and acceptance by the
voters of the town at the annual town elections;
provided, however, that any vote by a special town
meeting taken under the provisions of this section
shall take place at least 60 days prior to the accep-
tance of the voters at the annual town election.
Such acceptance by the voters shall be in the form
of the following question, to be placed on the
official ballot:
Shall the town vote to have its elected (Title of
office or board) become an appointed (Title of
office or board) of the town? Yes No
If a majority of votes cast in answer to said
question is in the affirmative, said office or board
shall become appointed in accordance with the
provisions of this section.
Any incumbent of such office or board serving at
the time of acceptance by the voters shall continue
to hold said office and to perform the duties thereof
until the expiration of the term for which said
individual was elected or until said individual oth-
erwise vacates such office; provided, however, that
any individual elected to an office or board which
becomes an appointed office or board at the same
election, under the provisions of this section, shall
hold said office and perform the duties thereof
until the appointment to said office is otherwise
made under the provisions of this section.
Such appointment shall be made by the board of
selectmen for a term not to exceed three years,
unless such mode of appointment or term is other-
wise provided by law.
Added by St. 1997, c. 149.
§ 2. Establishment of new board or office; ef-
fect; increase or decrease in board mem-
bership or number of officers
Where the town elects a new board or officer to
perform the duties of an existing board or officer,
the office of such existing board or officer shall
terminate upon the qualification of the new board
or officer. Where official ballots are used, the
establishment of a new board or office, or the
fixing of the term of office of town officers where
such term is optional, or the increase or reduction
of the number of members of a board, shall be
determined at a meeting held at least sixty days
before the annual town election. In towns not
using official ballots the matter may be determined
by vote at the annual meeting. Such vote shall
continue in effect until rescinded. If a town votes
to increase the number of members of any board,
such increase shall be made by adding one or more
to each class, to hold office according to the tenure
of the class to which they are severally chosen, as
will within three years effect it, and such vote to
increase shall remain in force until the increase
under it is accomplished. If a town votes to dimin-
ish the number of members of any board, such
diminution shall be made by choosing annually
such number as will within three years effect it,
and a vote to diminish shall remain in force until
the diminution under it is accomplished. If a town
votes to reduce a board of three members to a
single officer, such vote shall take effect at the
following annual town meeting, and upon election
and qualification of such officer the term of said
board shall terminate; provided, however, that in
towns where official ballots are used, unless the
vote thus passed is more than sixty days before the
annual town election, it shall not take effect until
the next annual town election.
Amended by St.1990, c. 526, § 5; St.1991, c. 234, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1878, c. 255.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 64 to 69, 73.
St.1893, c. 417, §§ 267 to 270.
St. 1895, c. 374, § 2.
St. 1898, c. 548, §§ 333, 335, 336.
R.L.I 902, c. 1 1, §§ 337, 339, 340.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 365, 367, 368, 456.
St. 1913, c. 835, §§ 404, 406, 407, 503.
St. 1920, c. 591, §§ 33, 35.
St.1920, c. 633.
§ 3. City officers; powers and duties
Officers of cities shall have the powers and be
subject to the liabilities of the corresponding town
officers, if no other provisions are made relative to
them.
Amended by St. 1978, c. 349, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 2, § 6, cl. 17.
G.S.1860, c. 19, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 28, § 2.
St. 1882, c. 164.
R.L.1902,c. 26, § 2.
St.1920, c. 633.
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§ 4. Penalty for failure to choose selectmen or
assessors
A town which does not choose selectmen or
assessors shall forfeit such amount, not less than
one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars,
as the county commissioners of the county where
the town is situated may order.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1699-1 700, c.26, § 5.
St.l785,c. 50, § 3.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 35.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 34.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 82.
St.1893, c. 423, § 38.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 96.
§ 4A. Members of town and district boards eli-
gible to hold other offices; salary
Except as otherwise expressly provided, a district
board, if authorized by vote of the district at an
annual district meeting, or a town board may, if
authorized by vote of the town at an annual town
meeting, appoint any member thereof to another
town or district office or position for the term
provided by law, if any, otherwise for a term not
exceeding one year. The salary of such appointee
shall be fixed by vote of the town or district,
notwithstanding the provisions of section one hun-
dred and eight. In this section, the word "town"
shall not include city.
Amended by St. 1951, c. 6; St. 1969, c. 718.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1929, c. 36.
§ 5. Voting list; use
The voting list shall be used and the name of
every person voting shall be checked thereon, in
the election of all town officers whose election is by
law required to be by ballot; but in the election of
other town officers, the meeting shall determine
whether the voting list shall be used.
Amended by St. 1934, c. 39, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1874, c. 376, § 23.
P.S.1882, c. 7, § 9.
St. 1890, c.423, § 216.
St.1893, c. 417, § 275.
St.1898, c. 548, § 340.
R.L.1902, c. 11, § 344.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 372,456.
Si. 1913, c. 835, §§ 412, 503.
§ 6. Use of official ballots; towns authorized to
provide for
A town may, at a town meeting, vote that official
ballots as defined in section one of chapter fifty
shall thereafter be used therein; and may, at the
annual town meeting or at a meeting held at least
thirty days before the annual town meeting, by a
two thirds vote rescind such action. In town elec-
tions at which official ballots are used, nominations
for town officers elected by ballot shall be made,
ballots and other apparatus therefor provided, and
elections of such officers conducted, in accordance
with chapters fifty to fifty-six, inclusive, so far as
applicable.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1890, c. 386, § 1.
St.1893, c. 87.
St.1893, c. 417, § 293.
St.1898, c. 548, § 360.
R.L.1902, c. 11, § 364.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 392,456.
St. 1913, c. 835, §§ 432, 503.
§ 7. Use of official ballot; determination of ex-
tent
If a town votes that official ballots shall be used
for the election of town officers, it shall at the same
meeting determine what officers, in addition to
those required to be elected by ballot, shall thereaf-
ter be chosen by official ballot, and determine the
number and terms of office, if not already fixed.
No change shall thereafter be made in the officers
to be chosen by official ballot, or in the number or
terms of office thereof, except at a meeting held at
least sixty days before the annual meeting at which
such change is to become operative.
Amended by St. 1996, c. 454, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1890, c. 386, § 2.
St.l891,c. 10, § 1.
St.1893, c. 417, § 294.
St.1898, c. 548, § 361.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 365.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 393,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 433,503.
§ 8. Handling of ballots
At any meeting for the choice of town officers in
a town not using official ballots, no ballots shall be
received by the moderator unless presented for
deposit in the ballot box, open and unfolded, by the
voter in person, and so that the moderator can
know that only one ballot is presented. No moder-
ator or other election officer shall, before the polls
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are closed, read, examine, or permit to be read or
examined, the names contained upon any ballot.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1798, c. 31, § 3.
St.l811,c. 9, § 3.
R.S.1836, c. 4, § 4; c. 15, § 31.
St.1839, c. 42, § 4.
G.S.1860, c. 7, § 12; c. 18, § 30.
P.S.1882, c. 7, § 12; c. 27, § 63.
St. 1890, c. 423, §§ 221,224.
St.1893, c. 417, § 280.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 345.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 349.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 377,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 417, 503.
§ 9. Handling of ballots after tabulation; seal-
ing
If the town clerk, selectmen, assessors, treasurer,
collector of taxes and school committee are voted
for on one ballot, the moderator shall cause all
such ballots, when canvassed and counted, and
record thereof has been made, publicly to be en-
closed in envelopes, which shall be sealed and
endorsed, and certified in the manner required by
section one hundred and seven of chapter fifty-
four.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1893, c. 417, § 276.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 341.
R.L.1902, c. 11, § 345.
St.1907, c. 560, §§ 373,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 413,503.
§ 10. Failure to elect; procedure to fill vacan-
cy; notice
If there is a failure at an election to choose a
town officer, except a selectman, or if a person
chosen shall not accept such office, or if a vacancy
shall occur, the town may at any meeting elect a
person to such office.
If, at an election of town officers for which
official ballots are used, there is a failure to elect a
town officer, he may be elected at an adjourned or
succeeding meeting; and ballots shall be prepared
and furnished for such meeting, containing the
nominations already made and such as may subse-
quently be made for the office.
The proceedings in such election and the qualifi-
cations of a person to be elected or appointed in
case of failure to elect, refusal to accept or vacancy
shall be the same as in an original election.
If there is a failure to elect or a vacancy occurs
in the office of selectman, the remaining selectmen
or selectman may call a special election to fill the
vacancy and shall call such election upon the re-
quest in writing of two hundred registered voters of
the town, or twenty per cent of the total number of
registered voters of the town, whichever number is
the lesser; provided, that such request is filed with
them or him not less than one hundred days prior
to the date of the next annual election.
If there is a resignation of a town officer creating
a vacancy at some later time certain, and such
resignation is filed with the town clerk in accor-
dance with the provisions of section one hundred
and nine, said town clerk shall certify a vacancy
shall occur at the later time certain and the board
of selectmen may call a special election as provided
in this section; provided, however, that no such
election may be held prior to the effective date of
the resignation creating such vacancy.
No election shall be held for any office pursuant
to this section unless the selectmen file with the
town clerk notice of an election for such office not
less than fifteen days before the last day to submit
nomination papers to the registrars of voters for
certification, before the election or any preceding
primary, caucus, or preliminary election.
Amended by St.1954, c. 201; St.1985, c. 34; St.1987, c.
112; St.1990, c. 526, § 6; St.1991, c. 278.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 75, § 4.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 42.
St.1855, § 8.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 43.
St. 1864, c. 174.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 93.
St.1890, c. 386, § 15.
St. 1891, c. 336, §§ 1,2.
St.1893, c. 417, §§ 284,292.
St.1898, c. 548, §§ 351,359.
R.L.1902, c. 11, §§ 355, 363.
St.1907, c. 560, §§ 383, 391,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 423, 431, 503.
St.1918, c. 291, § 30.
St. 1920, c. 591, § 33.
§ 11. Appointment to fill vacancy in town office
As used in this section, the term "vacancy" in-
cludes a failure to elect. If a vacancy occurs in any
town office, other than the office of selectman,
town clerk, treasurer, collector of taxes or auditor,
the selectmen shall in writing appoint a person to
fill such vacancy. If there is a vacancy in a board
consisting of two or more members, except a board
whose members have been elected by proportional
representation under chapter fifty-four A, the re-
maining members shall give written notice thereof,
within one month of said vacancy, to the select-
men, who, with the remaining member or mera-
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bers of such board, shall, after one week's notice,
fill such vacancy by roll call vote. The selectmen
shall fill such vacancy if such board fails to give
said notice within the time herein specified. A
majority of the votes of the officers entitled to vote
shall be necessary to such election. The person so
appointed or elected shall be a registered voter of
the town and shall perform the duties of the office
until the next annual meeting or until another is
qualified.
Amended by St.1938, c. 341, § 3; St.1969, c. 296;
St.1971, c. 151, § 1; St. 1974, c. 101; St.1981, c. 386,
§ 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1864, c. 174.
P.S.I 882, c. 27, § 86.
St.l891,c. 336, § 1.
St.1893, c. 417, § 290.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 357.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 361.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 389,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 429, 503.
St.1918, c. 291, § 31.
§ 12. City clerks; tenure
In cities which accepted chapter three hundred
and thirty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
one, the term of office of the city clerk shall be
three years from the date of his election or appoint-
ment, except that in cities required to elect a city
clerk in December his term shall be three years
from the beginning of the next municipal year. In
either case the clerk shall serve until the qualifica-
tion of his successor unless sooner removed; and a
person appointed to fill a vacancy in the office of
city clerk shall hold the office until the end of the
unexpired term of his predecessor.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l901,c. 332.
R.L.1902, c. 26, 15.
§ 13. Bond of town clerk
Every town clerk shall, within ten days after his
election and thereafter, at intervals of not more
than one year, so long as he continues to hold said
office, give bond to the town for the faithful per-
formance of his duties, in a form approved by the
commissioner of revenue and in such sum, not less
than the amount established by said commissioner,
as shall be fixed by the selectmen. If he does not
give bond as herein required the selectmen may
declare the office vacant and fill the vacancy in the
manner prescribed in section fourteen.
Amended by St.1936, c. 18; St. 1937, c. 143, § 1;
St. 1962, c. 233, § 1; St.1978, c. 514, § 19.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 320, §§ 1, 3.
R.L.1902, c. 102, § 134.
St. 1910, c. 319.
St.1918, c. 291, §§ 10,21.
St.1931, c. 94.
§ 13A. Bond of city clerk
Each city clerk, except in Boston, shall, within
ten days after his qualification, give bond to his city
with a surety company authorized to transact busi-
ness in the commonwealth as surety, in a form
approved by the commissioner of revenue and in
such sum, not less than the amount established by
said commissioner, as shall be fixed by the mayor
and aldermen, conditioned faithfully to account for
all fees received by him for licenses and duplicates
thereof for which he is required by law to account,
and for the payment over in accordance with law
of all such fees, less such sums, if any, as he is
allowed by law to retain therefrom.
Added by St. 1932, c. 289, § 5. Amended by St. 1962, c.
233, § 2; St.1978, c. 514, § 20.
§ 13B. Renewal of licenses and permits; dele-
gation of authority
In a city in which the board of aldermen or city
council is the licensing authority such board or
council may delegate from time to time to the city
clerk of such city, subject to such conditions and
limitations as it may impose, the powers vested in
such board or council to renew licenses or permits
authorized to be renewed under the provisions of
chapter one hundred and forty, or of any other
general or special law.
Added by St. 1 954, c. 139.
§ 14. Temporary clerk
If the office of city clerk is vacant, or if a city
clerk is unable to perform the duties required by
chapters fifty to fifty-six, inclusive, the mayor shall
appoint a temporary clerk to perform such duties.
If at a town meeting the office of town clerk is
vacant, or if the town clerk is absent, the meeting
shall elect by ballot a temporary clerk. The select-
men, or in their absence three persons chosen at
the meeting in such manner as the voters present
shall determine, shall receive and count the votes
and declare the election of such clerk. If in case of
a vacancy other duties than those required of a
town clerk at a town meeting are to be performed,
or if he is unable to perform such duties, the
selectmen may in writing under their hands ap-
point a clerk for the performance thereof, who
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shall be sworn and shall, in the performance of
such duties, have the same powers and be subject
to the same requirements and penalties as the town
clerk, and he shall immediately make a record of
his election or appointment. A temporary clerk
appointed under this section shall not be required
to be a resident nor a registered voter of the city or
town.
Amended by St. 1996, c. 454, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1829, c. 54.
R.S.I 836, c. 15, §§ 49 to 51.
G.S.1860, c. 18, §§ 47,48.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 97,98.
St. 1890, c. 423, § 164.
St. 1893, c. 417, §§ 117,285.
St. 1898, c. 548, §§ 181,352.
R.L.1902, c. 11, §§ 184,356.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 213, 384, 456.
St. 1913, c. 835, §§ 239, 424, 503.
St.1918, c. 257, § 155.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c.2.
§ 15. Town clerks; powers and duties
The town clerk shall record all votes passed at
town meetings held during his term of office. He
shall administer the oaths of office to all town
officers who apply to him to be sworn, and shall
make a record thereof and of the oaths of office
taken before justices of the peace of which certifi-
cates are filed. He shall, immediately after every
annual election of town officers, transmit to the
state secretary, on blanks to be furnished by him, a
complete list of all town officers elected and quali-
fied and shall promptly report to the secretary any
changes in such officers. He shall, except in the
county of Suffolk, within seven days after the quali-
fication of a constable make return of his name to
the clerk of the courts and to the sheriff of the
county. He shall make and keep an index of in-
struments entered with him required by law to be
recorded, which shall be divided into five columns,
with appropriate headings for recording the date of
reception, the names of parties and the book and
page on which each instrument is recorded. It
shall be open to public inspection.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Si. 1692-3, c. 28, § 4.
St. 1756-7, c. 26, § 3.
St.1785, c. 75, §23.
R.S.I 836, c. 15, §§ 44,45.
G.S.1860, c. 18, §§ 45,46.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 95,96.
St.1885, c. 190.
St.1889, c. 384.
St. 1893, c. 423, §§ 2, 3.
R.L.1902, c. 25, §§ 59, 60, 63, 64.
St.1920, c. 591,
St. 1924, c. 109.
§ 16.
§ 1 5A. Certification of appropriations
City and town clerks and clerks of districts shall,
as soon as an order or vote appropriating money
becomes effective, certify, in a city to the treasurer,
assessors and auditor or similar officer, and in a
town to the assessors and the town accountant, if
any, otherwise to the treasurer, and in a district to
the assessors and the accounting officer, if any,
otherwise to the treasurer, each appropriation in
detail, and the provisions made for meeting the
same, if specified in the appropriation order or
vote.
Amended by St. 1949, c. 136; St.1967, c. 45, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1922, c. 86.
St. 1923, c. 17.
§ 16. Oaths of town officers; return of certifi-
cate
A justice of the peace administering the oath of
office to any town officer shall, within seven days
thereafter, return to the town clerk a certificate
thereof.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1756-7, c. 26, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 61.
§ 17. Filing of city contracts; penalty for non-
compliance
Every officer of a city who makes or executes a
contract on behalf of the city shall furnish said
contract or a copy thereof to the city clerk and the
city auditor within one week after its execution;
and the city clerk shall keep such contract or copy
on file, open to public inspection during business
hours. Such contracts or copies shall be kept in a
book by themselves or in several books, arranged
according to the subject of the contract, or in other
convenient form, and an index to the subject mat-
ter of the contracts and to the names of the con-
tractors shall be made semi-annually, and shall
also be open to public inspection in some conve-
nient form. All allowances under and additions to
such contracts, or copies thereof, shall be filed with
the city clerk and the city auditor, together with a
sworn statement of the officer making such allow-
ances or additions that the same are correct and in
accordance with the contract. A city clerk or other
city officer failing to comply with this section shall
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be punished by a fine of not less than ten nor more
than one hundred dollars.
Amended by St. 1954, c. 83.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1907, c. 343.
St. 1909, c. 201.
§ 18. Assistant city clerk
A city may by ordinance establish the office of
assistant city clerk, and prescribe the manner of his
appointment and his powers and duties. His cer-
tificate or attestation shall have the same effect as
that of the city clerk.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1869, c. 72.
P.S.1882, c. 28, § 10.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 16.
§ 1 8A. Records of city clerk; attestation
The records of the city clerk of a city may be
attested by the volume and it shall be deemed to be
a sufficient attestation of each and all of the rec-
ords contained therein when a volume of said
records bears the attest with the written signature
of the city clerk or of the assistant city clerk duly
appointed under the provisions of section eighteen.
Added by St. 1948, c. 56.
§ 18B. Facsimile signatures of city clerk or as-
sistant city clerk
A facsimile of the signature of a city clerk or of a
duly appointed assistant city clerk, imprinted by
either of them upon any original instrument in
attestation of the fact that the said instrument has
been recorded in the city clerk's office, shall have
the same validity as the written signature of either
of them.
Added by St. 1948, c. 56.
§ 19. Assistant town clerks; powers and duties;
compensation
The town clerk may in writing appoint an assis-
tant clerk, who shall be sworn to the faithful per-
formance of his duties; and a record shall be made
of the appointment and oath. The assistant town
clerk shall, in the absence of the clerk, perform his
duties and have the powers and be subject to the
requirements and penalties applicable to him, un-
less a temporary clerk is elected or appointed pur-
suant to section fourteen. Such duties and powers
shall include acting as clerk of the board of regis-
trars of voters, in a town where the town clerk
performs this function; provided, that equal repre-
sentation of the two leading political parties on
said board, in accordance with section eighteen of
chapter fifty-one, is not affected thereby. In towns
having five thousand or more inhabitants an assis-
tant clerk appointed under authority of this section
shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one. An assis-
tant clerk appointed under this section shall not be
required to be a resident nor a registered voter of
the town.
Amended by St. 1938, c. 66; St.1945, c. 245; St.1947, c.
391; St. 1960, c. 47; St. 1971, c. 8; St. 1987, c. 58;
St.1996, c. 454, § 4; St.2002, c. 157.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1829, c. 54, §§ 2, 3.
R.S.I 836, c. 15, §§ 50, 51.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 48.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 98.
St. 1893, c. 60.
St.1893, c. 417, § 285.
St.1893, c. 423, § 4.
St. 1895, c. 142.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 62.
St. 1918, c. 291, § 11.
St.1920, c. 633.
§ 1 9A. Certificate of appointment or election of
clerk; filing requirements
Upon the appointment or election of a clerk or
an assistant or temporary clerk of a city, town or
district, or upon the appointment of a secretary or
temporary secretary of a regional school district,
the officer making the appointment, otherwise the
president of the city council of such city, the chair-
man of the board of selectmen of such town, the
chairman of the prudential committee, if any, oth-
erwise the chairman of the commissioners of such
district, or the chairman of the regional district
school committee shall execute and file with the
state secretary a certificate of such appointment or
election, which shall specify the date thereof and
the date of the expiration of the term of office, if
any, otherwise that the tenure of office is unlimited,
and which shall have appended thereto a statement
signed by the person appointed or elected that he
has entered upon the duties of such office. Upon
presentation to the state secretary of a paper attest-
ed by any person as the holder of any such office,
said secretary shall have authority to certify that
such person is the holder thereof and attest to the
genuineness of his signature.
Added by St. 1933, c. 70, § 1. Amended by St. 1964, c. 14;
St. 1967, c. 45, § 3.
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§ 19B. City and town clerks; tenure of office
Every city or town clerk under age seventy duly
elected or appointed, except a temporary clerk,
who has served therein continuously not less than
five years, shall, notwithstanding any contrary pro-
vision of general or special laws, hold office during
good behavior until he has attained age seventy in
any city or town in which this section is accepted
as hereinafter provided, but subject, however, to
retirement under the provisions of any applicable
general or special law relative to retirement sys-
tems.
Added by St. 1 950, c. 388.
§ 19C. Acceptance of Sec. 19B; procedure; pe-
tition
In cities, and in any town using official ballots,
acceptance of the provisions of section nineteen B
shall be by vote in answer to a question placed on
the official ballot at a regular city or town election
as hereinafter provided; and in towns not using
official ballots at town elections, such acceptance
shall be by vote at an annual town meeting.
If there is filed with the clerk of a city or town a
petition requesting the acceptance of the provisions
of section nineteen B containing the signatures of
not less than five thousand registered voters or of
five per cent of the registered voters of such city or
town, whichever is the lesser number, such ques-
tion shall be submitted for acceptance to the regis-
tered voters at the next regular annual or biennial
city election or the next annual town election or
annual town meeting, as the case may be, which
occurs more than sixty days after the filing of such
petition.
All such petitions shall bear the endorsement
thereon of the names and addresses of three regis-
tered voters designated as filing the same. The
provisions of law relative to the signing of nomina-
tion papers of candidates for elective office and to
the identification and certification of names there-
on, submission to the registrars therefor and filing
objections thereto shall apply, so far as apt, to
petitions filed under this section. The registrars of
voters shall within five days after such submission
ascertain by what number of registered voters such
petition has been signed, and shall make and certi-
fy a statement of their determination in detail,
setting forth such number and whether or not the
same has been signed by the number of registered
voters herein required, and shall attach such state-
ment to said petition.
YES.
NO.
If such petition bears the signatures of registered
voters in the number herein required, as shown by
the statement of the registrars of voters, and has
been filed seasonably with the city clerk or with the
town clerk of any town using official ballots, and
the said clerk finds the same to be in order, he
shall cause the following question to be printed on
the official ballot to be used for the election of city
or town officers, at such regular city or town
election, as the case may be:
—
"Shall the (city) (town) vote to
accept the provisions of section
nineteen B of chapter forty-one
of the General Laws and thereby
provide permanent tenure for
(name of incumbent), the present
incumbent in the office of (city)
(town) clerk?"
If a majority of the votes in answer to said
question is in the affirmative and the incumbent's
term is a continuing one or if the incumbent's term
is expiring and he was re-elected, then said section
shall thereupon take full effect in said city or town,
but not otherwise.
Added by St. 1 950, c. 388.
§ 19D. Removal or suspension of clerk having
permanent tenure
After the acceptance of the provisions of section
nineteen B in any city or town, the incumbent city
or town clerk shall not be removed from office,
lowered in rank, or suspended, except for just
cause, and for reasons specifically given him in
writing by the city council or board of aldermen or
other appointing authority as the case may be, in
the case of cities, or by the board of selectmen in
the case of towns. Before any action affecting
employment is taken, the said clerk shall be given a
full hearing before the appropriate board as re-
ferred to in the preceding sentence, of which hear-
ing he shall have at least five days' written notice,
exclusive of Sundays and holidays, from said ap-
propriate board, and he shall be allowed to answer
charges preferred against him either personally or
by counsel. He shall be notified in writing within
three days after the hearing of the decision of said
board, stating fully and specifically the reasons for
removal or suspension.
Within thirty days after the date of the decision
of said board following a hearing as set forth in the
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preceding paragraph, any city or town clerk who
was removed, lowered in rank, or suspended, may
bring a petition in the district court within the
judicial district in which such clerk resides, pray-
ing that the action of said board in removing,
lowering him in rank, or suspending him, as the
case may be, may be reviewed by the court, and,
after such notice in writing to the board which has
ordered such removal, lowering in rank, or suspen-
sion, as the court deems necessary, it shall hear
witnesses, review such action and determine
whether or not upon all the evidence such action
was justified. If the court finds that such action
was justified, the action of the said city council,
board of aldermen or board of selectmen, as the
case may be, shall be affirmed; otherwise, it shall
be reversed and the petitioner shall be reinstated in
his office without loss of compensation.
Added by St. 1950, c. 388.
§ 19E. Procedure for filling vacancy following
death or removal of clerk having per-
manent tenure
In any city or town in which the clerk has been
given permanent tenure by the acceptance of the
provisions of section nineteen B, such tenure in
office shall be effective only during the incumbency
of the person who held such office at the time said
section was accepted and it shall not extend to his
successor in office. Whenever any vacancy shall
occur in the office of city or town clerk in any city
or town by reason of the death, retirement, resigna-
tion, attaining age seventy or removal of an incum-
bent who had been given such tenure, his succes-
sor, in the case of cities, shall be appointed, or
elected as provided by the charter of such city or
by the applicable provisions of any general or spe-
cial law in effect at the time such vacancy occurs;
and, in the case of towns, his successor shall be
elected in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion one of chapter forty-one of the General Laws.
Whenever such vacancy occurs in the office of
clerk in any town, or in any city in which it is
provided by law or by its charter that the city clerk
shall be elected by popular vote at a regular elec-
tion, a temporary clerk may be appointed as pro-
vided by section fourteen of said chapter forty-one
to serve until the qualification of such duly elected
city or town clerk as shall be elected at the next
regular annual or biennial election at which such
officer shall be elected.
Nothing herein contained, however, shall be con-
strued to prohibit any successor in such office of
city or town clerk from obtaining tenure after serv-
ing continuously not less than five years by the
filing of another petition requesting acceptance of
section nineteen B and its acceptance by the regis-
tered voters as set forth in section nineteen C.
Added by St. 1950, c. 388.
§ 19F. Additional compensation for serving as
clerk of city council
In any city which accepts this section, the city
clerk shall, if in said city, he is required by statute
or ordinance to serve as clerk of the city council,
and notwithstanding any provision of section thir-
ty-three A of chapter forty-four or any other gener-
al or special law to the contrary, be paid for such
services, a salary of a minimum amount of one
thousand dollars but not more than four thousand
dollars, which shall be in addition to any other
compensation to which he may be entitled as clerk
of such city.
Added by St. 1962, c. 386. Amended by St. 1979, c. 467;
St.1988, c. 93.
§ 19G. Additional compensation for serving as
member of registrars of voters
A clerk of a city or town who also serves as a
member of its board of registrars of voters shall, in
addition to any compensation to which he may be
entitled as city or town clerk, receive the sum of
fifty dollars, and, if the number of registered voters
exceeds one thousand, an additional fifty dollars
for each additional thousand of registered voters or
major fraction thereof, provided, however, that the
total payment for such service as a member of said
board shall not exceed fifteen hundred dollars in
any year, except as provided in section nineteen H.
Added by St. 1967, c. 346. Amended by St. 1968, c. 5;
St.l971,c. 64, § 1.
§ 19H. Maximum amount of additional com-
pensation for serving as member of
registrars of voters
Notwithstanding the limitation contained in sec-
tion nineteen G, in a city or town which accepts
this section the total amount of additional compen-
sation payable to its clerk who also serves as a
member of its board of registrars of voters shall not
exceed two thousand dollars.
Added by St.l971,c. 64, § 2.
§ 197. Additional compensation for serving in
other city or town positions
Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter two
hundred and sixty-eight A, any clerk of a city or
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town who also serves in any other position for such
city or town may in addition to any compensation
to which he may be entitled as such city or town
clerk receive such additional compensation for
such additional services as the selectmen, town
meeting, town counsel or mayor and city council
may provide.
Added by St. 1 984, c. 5.
§ 19J. Additional compensation for serving as
member of board of registrars of vot-
ers
Notwithstanding the provisions of sections nine-
teen G and nineteen H, a city or town which
accepts this section may compensate a clerk of a
city or town who also serves as a member of its
board of registrars of voters, in addition to any
compensation to which such clerk is entitled as city
or town clerk, a sum not less than fifty dollars but
not to exceed one hundred dollars, and, if the
number of registered voters exceeds one thousand,
an additional sum not less than fifty dollars but not
to exceed one hundred dollars for each additional
thousand of registered voters or major fraction
thereof; provided, however, that the total payment
for such service as a member of said board shall
not exceed four thousand dollars in any year.
Added by St. 1990, c. 473, § 1.
§ 19K. Additional compensation for town clerk
In any town, that accepts this section, a town
clerk who has completed the necessary courses of
study and training, and has been awarded a certifi-
cate by the Massachusetts Town Clerks' Association
as a certified Massachusetts municipal clerk, shall
receive as compensation from such town, in addi-
tion to the regular annual compensation paid by
such town for services in such office, an amount
equal to 10 per cent of such regular annual com-
pensation, but not more than $1,000 per year. In
order to qualify for such additional compensation,
a town clerk shall submit to the board of selectmen
of such town proof of the award of such certificate.
The additional compensation provided in this sec-
tion shall be prorated for any 12 month period in
which an eligible person does not hold the office of
town clerk for 12 consecutive months. Such addi-
tional compensation shall discontinue when certifi-
cation is discontinued or withdrawn.
Added by St. 1999, c. 170, § 1.
§ 20. Selectmen; duties and oaths; penalty
Selectmen shall, upon the receipt and approval
of the bond of a collector of taxes or treasurer, give
written notice thereof to the assessors. The select-
men shall be assessors of taxes in towns which
have not authorized the election of such officers;
and before acting as assessors they shall take the
oath required of assessors. A person elected a
selectman who enters upon the performance of his
duties before taking the oath of office shall forfeit
not more than one hundred dollars.
Amended by St. 1967, c. 658, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1699-1700, c. 26, § 4.
SU785.C. 50, §§ 1, 2.
St.1785, c. 75, § 2.
R.S.I 836, c. 15, §§ 52 to 54.
G.S.I 860, c. 18, §§ 49, 50.
St. 1879, c. 157, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 92, 100, 101.
St.1893, c. 423, §§ 6, 8,9.
R.L.1902,c. 25, §§ 65 to 67.
St.l931,c. 394, § 112.
§ 21. Authorization for selectmen to act as or
appoint other town officers
By vote of a town meeting called for the purpose
in any town at least sixty days before an annual
meeting, or upon request by petition of ten per cent
of the qualified voters of any town filed with the
selectmen thereof at least sixty days before an
annual town meeting, asking that the selectmen act
as a water and sewer board, water commissioners,
water and municipal light commissioners, munici-
pal light board, sewer commissioners, park com-
missioners, board of public works, board of health,
assessors, or commission of public safety, or per-
form the duties of such boards or officers or any of
them or that cemetery commissioners, assessors, a
superintendent of streets, a chief of the police and
fire departments or board of health be thereafter
appointed by the selectmen, the selectmen of such
town shall include in the warrant for such annual
meeting for submission to the voters such question
or questions in the following form, to be placed on
the official ballot in towns using such ballot:
—
Shall the town vote to have its
selectmen act as ?
Shall the town vote to have its
selectmen appoint ?
YES.
NO.
YES.
NO.
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If a town, in which the selectmen are elected for
terms of one year, shall vote in accordance with
this section that its selectmen shall act as or per-
form the duties of any of the aforesaid boards or
officers, it shall, at the next annual meeting, elect
one selectman for one year, one for two years and
one for three years, or, if five are to be elected, one
for one year, two for two years and two for three
years, and thereafter in either event shall elect
them for terms of three years. Upon the election
and qualification of the selectmen at such next
annual meeting, and upon the appointment and
qualification by oath of the officers herein author-
ized to perform the duties of any existing town
board or officer, the term of office of such existing
board or officer shall thereupon terminate, and all
the duties, powers and obligations of said boards
and officers shall be transferred to and imposed
upon their successors.
Amended by St.1934, c. 155, § 2; St.1953, c. 101, § 2;
St.1967, c. 658, § 4; St.1977, c. 157; St. 1977, c. 690,
§ 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1920, c. 591, §§ 36,46,47.
St.1921, c. 130.
St.l931,c. 394, § 113.
§ 21 A. Removal of persons appointed to posi-
tions of chief of police or head of
municipal police department
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section, any person who is appointed to the
position of chief of police or head of the municipal
police department in a city, town, or district, shall
not be removed from such position until a hearing
is held by the appointing authority. For the pur-
pose of this section only failure of reappointment
shall be deemed to be a removal. The provisions of
this section shall apply only to persons appointed
to such positions under the provisions of section
twenty-one.
Added by St. 1985, c. 210.
§ 22. Officers appointed by selectmen; tenure-
compensation; vacancies
Officers appointed by authority of a vote under
the preceding section shall hold office until re-
moved by the selectmen, and shall receive such
salary as the selectmen may determine, subject to
the appropriations of the town therefor; and any
vacancies existing in any of said offices under the
supervision and control of the selectmen shall be
filled in the manner of an original appointment.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 591, § 44.
§ 23. Rescission of vote by selectmen; election
of other officers; tenure
A town may, after a vote under section twenty-
one has been in effect therein for a period of not
less than three years, by a vote at a meeting held at
least sixty days before the annual town election,
rescind such action in whole or in part and there-
upon such town shall, at the next town election,
nominate and elect such officers as are necessary
to carry out the duties exercised in accordance
with section twenty-one by the board of selectmen
or officers appointed by them. Such officers, when
to be elected for three year terms, if members of a
board of three or more, shall be nominated and
elected for one, two or three years respectively, and
thereafter for the term of three years, and upon
their election and qualification shall have all the
duties and obligations imposed upon them by law.
Amended by St. 1996, c. 454, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 591, § 45.
§ 23A. Executive secretary or town administra-
tor; appointment; tenure
A town may by vote or by-law authorize and
empower the selectmen to appoint an executive
secretary or town administrator who may be ap-
pointed by them for a term of one or three years
and to remove him at their discretion. An execu-
tive secretary or town administrator appointed un-
der the provisions of this section shall be sworn to
the faithful performance of his duties. During the
time that he holds office he shall hold no elective
town office, but he may be appointed by the select-
men or, with their approval, by any other town
officer, board, committee or commission, to any
other town office or position consistent with his
office. He shall receive such aggregate compensa-
tion, not exceeding the amount appropriated there-
for, as the selectmen may determine. He shall act
by and for the selectmen in any matter which they
may assign to him relating to the administration of
the affairs of the town or of any town office or
department under their supervision and control,
or, with the approval of the selectmen, may per-
form such other duties as may be requested of him
by any other town officer, board, committee or
commission.
Added by St.1956, c. 145. Amended by St.1996, c. 219.
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§ 23B. Town departments; investigations and
reports
The selectmen of any town may make an investi-
gation into the conduct and operation of any town
department. Upon completion of such investiga-
tion a report shall be submitted to the town clerk
and such report shall be printed in the annual town
report.
Added by St. 1959, c. 98.
§ 23C. Persons acting on behalf of selectmen;
appointment and removal
No person shall be authorized by vote of a town
to act on behalf of the board of selectmen unless
the vote provides that such person shall be appoint-
ed and may be removed by said board.
Added by St. 1965, c. 344.
§ 23D. Municipal data processing centers
A city by ordinance and a town by by-law may
provide for the establishment of a municipal data
processing center for the use of any department,
office, board, committee or agency of the city or
town, including the school committee and any pub-
lic authority or special district within the town and
for the appointment of a data processing coordina-
tor.
The data processing center shall be under the
supervision and control of the coordinator and
shall provide programs or systems for the collec-
tion, processing, storage and retrieval of informa-
tion, and the preparation of reports.
Such ordinance or by-law may provide for the
establishment and duties of an advisory board to
assist the coordinator in planning and scheduling
the use of the data processing center.
The coordinator may also serve in any other
public office or position in the city or town, not-
withstanding any provision of any general or spe-
cial law to the contrary. The office or position of
coordinator shall not be subject to the provisions of
chapter thirty-one.
Added by St. 1966, e. 551.
§ 24. Assessors; number; method of selection;
tenure
There shall be one, three, five, seven or nine
assessors in every city and one, three or five asses-
sors in every town. The assessors in every city and
town shall be elected or appointed as otherwise
provided by law; but as nearlv one third of their
number as may be shall be elected or appointed
annually, each to hold office for three years and
thereafter until his successor is duly elected or
appointed. As soon as may be after such annual
election or appointment, the assessors of every city
and town shall organize by choosing one of their
number as chairman and another as secretary or
clerk of their board. None of the foregoing provi-
sions shall apply to the city of Boston. In no city
or town, including Boston, shall an assessor hold
the office of collector of taxes or deputy collector of
taxes, whether said deputy is appointed under the
provisions of section thirty-seven of this chapter or
section ninety-two of chapter sixty.
Amended by St.1945, c. 136, § 1; St.1951, c. 364;
St.1953, c. 267, § 2; St.1967, c. 123, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1907, c. 579.
St.l913,c. 835, §§ 408, 503.
St.1920, c. 591, § 34.
§ 24A. Repealed, 1937, 129, Sec. 1
§ 25. Appointment by selectmen; tenure of of-
fice
In towns which accept this section or have ac-
cepted corresponding provisions of earlier laws,
the selectmen shall appoint suitable citizens of the
town assessors for a term of not more than three
years, and may remove them at any time for cause
after a hearing. Upon the qualification of persons
so appointed the term of existing assessors of such
town shall terminate.
Amended by St. 1937, c. 129, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 591, §§ 31,32.
§ 25A. Assistant assessors; appointment by as-
sessors; duties; compensation; ten-
ure
The assessors may appoint as assistant assessors
such number of suitable citizens as they deem
necessary, and may remove them. Such assistant
assessors shall perform such duties as the assessors
may require for such time as they may determine
and shall receive compensation only for duties per-
formed as so required. Every such assistant asses-
sor shall hold office for the period of one year from
the date of his appointment, unless sooner re-
moved; provided, that, in the case the assessors
fail to appoint a successor to any such assistant
assessor during the month preceding the expiration
of his term, he shall continue to serve during the
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following period of one year, unless sooner re-
moved. This section shall apply in all cities and
towns, except Boston, notwithstanding any provi-
sion of special law.
Amended by St. 1937, c. 129, § 3; St. 1950, c. 151;
St.1951, c. 77; St. 1968, c. 107; St.1969, c. 447.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l921,c. 14.
§ 26. Appointment by selectmen where town so
votes
If a town votes under section twenty-one to have
its selectmen appoint a board of assessors, the
selectmen shall thereupon appoint three or five
suitable persons as assessors, who shall act as
assessors of the town and shall have all necessary
powers therefor.
Amended by St. 1937, c. 129, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 591, § 37.
§ 26A. Employment of counsel in certain pro-
ceedings
The assessors, or selectmen acting as assessors,
may employ counsel at the expense of the city or
town in all proceedings under chapter fifty-eight A;
provided, that if such city or town maintains a city
solicitor or town counsel the assessors, or select-
men acting as assessors, shall not employ other
counsel but shall use such solicitor or counsel
therefor, whose expenses incurred shall be paid
from his general appropriation. The foregoing re-
striction on the right of the assessors to employ
counsel for such purpose shall not apply in case the
town has made an appropriation covering the em-
ployment of counsel therefor.
Added by St.1935, c. 149. Amended by St.1951, c. 215,
§ 2.
§ 27. Appointment upon failure of incumbents
to perform duties
If assessors, or selectmen acting as such, shall
fail to perform their duties, the commissioner of
revenue may appoint three or more persons to be
assessors for such town, who shall be sworn, shall
hold office until the offices of assessors are filled by
the town, and shall receive from the town compen-
sation as assessors.
Amended by St.1936, c. 118, § 1; St.1978, c. 514, § 21.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 3.
R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 36, 37.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 36.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 84.
St. 1893, c. 417, § 287.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 354.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 358.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 386,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 426, 503.
§ 28. Powers and duties of assistant assessors
Assistant assessors shall, in their respective dis-
tricts, assist the assessors in estimating the value of
the real and personal estate in such districts, and
in the performance of such other duties as the
assessors require.
Amended by St.1939, c. 342, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1809, c. 127.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 56.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 52.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 103.
St.1893, c. 423, § 11.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 70.
§ 29. Oath of office; penalty for failure to take
oath
Any person chosen to assess taxes or to deter-
mine or to assist in determining the value of prop-
erty for the purpose of taxation shall, before enter-
ing upon the performance of his duties, take the
following oath:
I, having been chosen to assess taxes and esti-
mate the value of property for the purpose of
taxation for the town (or city) of
for the year (or years)
ensuing, do swear that I will truly and impartially,
according to my best skill and judgment, assess
and apportion all such taxes as I may during that
time assess; that I will neither overvalue nor un-
dervalue any property subject to taxation, and that
I will faithfully perform all the duties of said office.
If he neglects to take such oath before entering
upon the performance of his duties, he shall forfeit
not more than fifty dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1699-1700, c. 26, §§ 1, 2.
St.1785, c. 50, § 1.
St. 1809, c. 127.
R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 55 to 57.
G.S.1860, c. 18, §§ 51 to 53.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 102 to 104.
St. 1885, c. 355, §§ 1,2.
St.1893, c. 423, § 10.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 68.
§ 30. Penalty for false valuation
Any person chosen to determine the valuation of
property for the purpose of taxation who, in order
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that the taxpayers may escape payment of their just
proportion of any state or county tax or in order to
evade any law limiting municipal indebtedness or
the rate of taxation to a percentage of valuation or
for any other fraudulent or corrupt purpose, know-
ingly fixes the valuation of any property at a
smaller or greater amount than its full and fair
cash value, or who causes an abatement to be
made otherwise than is provided by law, shall be
punished by a fine of not more than one thousand
dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than six
months, or both.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1885, c. 335, § 3.
R.L.1902,c. 25, § 69.
St. 1909, c. 517, § 3.
§ 30A. Vacancies; effect on powers of remain-
ing assessors
A vacancy in the office of assessor shall not
divest or suspend the authority and powers of the
remaining assessors, notwithstanding any provision
of special law making mandatory the filling of
vacancies.
Added by St. 1946, c. 211.
§ 3OB. Agreements for joint and cooperative
assessment, classification and valua-
tion of property
(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law
or municipal charter, vote, by-law or ordinance, 2
or more cities and towns, by vote of their legislative
bodies, may enter into an agreement, for a term
not to exceed 25 years, for joint or cooperative
assessing, classification and valuation of property.
The agreement shall provide for:
(1) the division, merger or consolidation of ad-
ministrative functions between or among the par-
ties or the performances thereof by 1 city or town
on behalf of all the parties;
(2) the financing of the joint or cooperative un-
dertaking;
(3) the rights and responsibilities of the parties
with respect to the direction and supervision of the
work to be performed and with respect to the
administration of the assessing office, including the
receipt and disbursement of funds, the mainte-
nance of accounts and records and the auditing of
accounts;
(4) annual reports of the assessor to the constitu-
ent parties;
(5) the duration of the agreement and proce-
dures for amendment, withdrawal or termination
thereof; and
(6) any other necessary or appropriate matter.
(b) An agreement under this section may also
provide for the formation of a single assessing
department for the purpose of employing assistant
assessors and necessary staff and for performing all
administrative functions. An agreement may also
vest in 1 person, the board of assessors of 1 of the
parties or a regional board of assessors comprised
of at least 1 representative from each of the parties
and selected in the manner set forth in the agree-
ment all of the powers and duties of the boards of
assessors and assessing departments of the parties.
In that case, the existing boards of assessors of the
other parties, or of all the parties if their assessors'
powers and duties are vested in 1 person, shall
terminate in accordance with section 2 for the
duration of the agreement. Unless the agreement
provides for the board of assessors of 1 of the
parties to serve as the assessors for all of the
parties, or for 1 city or town to act on behalf of all
parties, the agreement shall designate an appoint-
ing authority representing all of the parties. That
appointing authority shall be responsible for the
appointment of an assessor, assistant assessors,
and other staff, and in the case of withdrawal or
termination of the agreement, shall determine the
employment of any employee of 1 of the parties
that became part of a single assessing department.
Subject to the rules and regulations established by
the commissioner of revenue pursuant to section 1
of chapter 58, the agreement shall provide for
qualifications, terms and conditions of employment
for the assessor and employees of the assessor's
office. The agreement may provide for inclusion of
the assessor and the assessor's employees in insur-
ance, retirement programs and other benefit pro-
grams of 1 of the constituent parties, but all parties
to the agreement shall be pay a proportionate share
of the current and future costs of benefits associat-
ed with the appointment or employment of all
persons performing services for them during the
duration of the agreement. A city or town party to
such an agreement shall include employees under
the joint assessing agreement in such programs in
accordance with the terms of the agreement.
(c) A city or town may become a party to an
existing agreement with the approval of the other-
parties.
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(d) No agreement or amendment to an agree-
ment for joint or cooperative assessing made pur-
suant to this section shall take effect until it has
been approved in writing by the commissioner of
revenue.
Added by St.1979, c. 797, § 2. Amended by St.1980, c.
261, § 3; St.2010, c. 188, § 26, eff. July 27, 2010.
§§ 31 to 34. Repealed, 1967, 658, Sec. 5
§ 34A. Repealed, 1931, 426, Sec. 156
§ 34B. Identification of husbands and wives in
documents and communications
Whenever the assessor, in any communication,
document or writing intended for use outside his
department, identifies a husband and wife, he shall
use the name of both husband and wife and shall
not use a legal phrase as a substitute for either
name.
Added by St.1989, c. 400, § 3.
§ 35. Bond of treasurer; duties
Every town treasurer shall give bond annually
for the faithful performance of his duties in a form
approved by the commissioner of revenue and in
such sum, not less than the amount established by
said commissioner, as shall be fixed by the select-
men or the mayor and aldermen, and if he fails to
give such bond within ten days after his election or
appointment, or if within ten days after the expira-
tion of said bond or any renewal of said bond he
fails to file a renewal thereof, the selectmen or the
mayor and aldermen shall declare the office vacant
and the vacancy shall be filled in the manner
prescribed by section forty or sixty-one A, as the
case may be. He shall receive and take charge of
all money belonging to the town, and pay over and
account for the same according to the order of the
town or of its authorized officers. No other person
shall pay any bill of any department; provided,
however, this provision shall not prohibit the trea-
surer from paying such bill by the use of bank
treasurer's or cashier's check. He shall have the
authority given to an auditor by section fifty-one,
and shall annually render a true account of all his
receipts and disbursements and a report of his
official acts. The bond required herein shall cover
the duties of the treasurer with respect to trust
funds and funds of retirement systems which are in
his custody by virtue of his office, and any such
funds, for the purposes of said bond, shall be
deemed to be public funds.
Amended by St.1937, c. 143, § 2; St.1939, c. 109, § 1;
St.1963, c. 66; St.1967, c. 255; St. 1972, c. 766, § 3;
St.1978, c. 367, § 70; St.1978, c. 514, § 22.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1699-1 700, c. 12.
R.S.1836, c. 15, §§ 58,64.
G.S.I 860, c. 18, §§ 54, 59.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 105, 110.
St.1893, c. 423, § 13.
St. 1899, c. 394, §§ 3,4.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 72.
St. 1920, c. 591, § 6.
St. 1926, c. 65, § 1.
§ 36. Powers of treasurer; prosecution of ac-
tions
He may in his own name and official capacity
prosecute actions upon bonds, notes or other secu-
rities given to him or to his predecessors in office;
and unless otherwise provided, he or the chief or
superintendent of police or other police officer of
the town may prosecute for trespasses committed
in or on any public building or enclosure belonging
to or within the town. If a public building or
enclosure is owned in part by the town and in part
by the county, such prosecution may be instituted
by the treasurer of either the town or the county.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1699-1 700, c. 12.
St.1715-16, c. 14, § 2.
St.1785, c. 28, § 4.
St. 1797, c. 14.
R.S.1836, c. 14, § 54; c. 15, §§ 59, 62, 63.
St. 1854. c. 87.
St.1854, c. 419.
G.S.1860, c. 18, §§ 55, 56; c. 19, § 15.
St. 1870, c. 227.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 106, 107; c. 28, § 26.
St.1893, c. 423, §§ 14, 15.
R.L.1902, c. 25, §§ 73, 74; c. 26, § 39.
St. 1904, c. 277.
§ 37. ap-Treasurer acting as tax collector;
pointment of deputies
A town treasurer, acting as collector of taxes,
may, subject to the approval of the commissioner
of corporations and taxation, appoint deputies,
who shall give bond for the faithful performance of
their duties in such sum and in such form, and
subject to such conditions, as the said commission-
er may prescribe; and such collector and deputies
shall have all the powers of collectors of taxes.
Such deputies may be removed by said commis-
sioner for cause. A treasurer acting as collector
may issue his warrant to the sheriff of the county
or his deputy, or to any constable of the town,
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directing them to distrain the property or take the
body of any person delinquent in the payment of
taxes, and may proceed in the same manner as
collectors.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 82, § 2; St.1934, c. 259, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1815, c. 130, § 1.
St. 1817, c. 69.
R.S.I 836, c. 15, §§ 60, 61.
G.S.I 860, c. 18, §§ 57, 58.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 108, 109.
St. 1893, c. 423, § 16.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 75.
§ 38. Powers of tax collector
A town may authorize its collector of taxes to use
all means of collecting taxes which a town treasur-
er may use when appointed a collector of taxes.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1850, c. 57.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 73.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 125.
St.1893, c. 423, § 19.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 78.
§ 38A. Collection of accounts due city or town;
powers and duties of tax collector
A city or town may by ordinance, by-law or vote,
notwithstanding any other provision of law, gener-
al or special, provide that the collector of taxes
shall collect, under the title of city or town collec-
tor, all accounts due the city or town, and may in
like manner define his powers and duties in rela-
tion to the collection of such accounts, but no such
ordinance, by-law or vote, heretofore or hereafter
passed, shall limit such collector in the exercise of
the remedies hereinafter conferred. Such a collec-
tor shall in the collection of such accounts have all
the remedies provided by sections thirty-five, thirty-
six and ninety-three of chapter sixty for the collec-
tion of taxes on personal estate. This section shall
not apply to the collection of interest on invest-
ments of sinking or trust funds. All bills for ac-
counts due the city or town shall state that all
checks, drafts or money orders shall be made pay-
able to or to the order of the city or town and not
to or to the order of any officer, board or commis-
sion.
Whenever the collector of taxes, in any commu-
nication, document or writing intended for use
outside his department, identifies a husband and
wife, he shall use the name of both husband and
wife and shall not use a legal phrase as a substitute
for either name.
Amended by St.1936, c. 201; St. 1941, c. 21 1; St. 1948, c.
197; St. 1989, c. 400, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1924, c. 16.
St.1926, c. 269, § 3.
§ 39. Collection of taxes by constable
If a person appointed to collect taxes in a town
refuses to serve, or if no person is elected or
appointed a collector of taxes, the constables of the
town shall be the collectors of taxes.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1699-1700, c. 26, § 10.
St.1785, c. 70, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 78.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 71.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 123.
St.1893, c. 423, § 17.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 76.
§ 39A. Assistant treasurer
The treasurer of a city or town may in writing
appoint, with the approval of the mayor or the
selectmen thereof, an assistant treasurer who may
be an employee in the treasurer's department. The
assistant treasurer shall be sworn to the faithful
performance of his duties, and a record shall be
made of his appointment and oath. The assistant
treasurer shall be a citizen of the United States and
a resident of the commonwealth, and shall give
bond annually for the faithful performance of his
duties in a form approved, and in an amount
determined, by the commissioner of revenue. Un-
less a temporary treasurer is appointed in accor-
dance with law, the assistant treasurer may, in the
absence of the treasurer, perform his duties and
when performing such duties shall have the powers
and be subject to the requirements and penalties
applicable to him. The person appointed as assis-
tant treasurer may receive a salary from the city or
town for service as such.
Added by St. 1939, c. 89. Amended by St.1953, c. 55;
St. 1978, c. 514, § 23.
§ 39B. Removal of treasurers or city or town
collectors
If, in the opinion of the commissioner of revenue,
hereinafter referred to as the commissioner, the
safety of any city, town, district, or regional school
district funds or sums due such city, town, district,
or regional school district for taxes or otherwise
may be jeopardized by the continuation in office of
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a treasurer of such city, town, district, or regional
school district, or by the continuation in office of a
city or town collector, the commissioner may peti-
tion the superior court for the removal of such
officer. Pending a hearing upon the petition, any
justice of such court, if in his judgment the public
good so requires, may, after a hearing, summary or
otherwise, as he determines, suspend the authority
of such officer to act until final action upon the
petition is taken. In case of such suspension, the
commissioner shall notify the selectmen of such
town or the mayor of such city and the officer so
suspended shall be deemed to be unable to perform
his duties because of disability within the meaning
of section forty or section sixty-one A.
The petition of the commissioner may be heard
by a justice of the superior court sitting in any
county after such notice to the commissioner and
to the officer as the court deems necessary. The
court shall hear the parties and their witnesses and
the decision of the court shall be final and conclu-
sive. Proceedings under this section shall be ad-
vanced for speedy hearing, upon the request of
either party. If, after hearing, the court shall be of
the opinion that the public good so requires, the
court shall by decree remove the officer. Other-
wise, the court shall dismiss the petition and, if the
authority of the officer to act has been suspended,
shall restore such authority.
The word "collector" as used in this section shall
include a collector of taxes.
Added by St. 1943, c. 284. Amended by St. 1951, c. 256;
St.1963, c. 257; St.1967, c. 45, § 4; St.1978, c. 514,
§ 24.
§ 39C. Assistant collector
The collector of a city or town may in writing
appoint, with approval of the mayor or the select-
men thereof, an assistant collector who may be an
employee in said collector's department. The as-
sistant collector shall be sworn to the faithful per-
formance of his duties, and a record shall be made
of his appointment and oath. The assistant collec-
tor shall be a citizen of the United States and a
resident of the commonwealth, and shall give bond
annually for the faithful performance of his duties
in a form approved, and in an amount determined
by the commissioner of revenue. Unless a tempo-
rary collector is appointed in accordance with law,
the assistant collector may, in the absence of the
collector, perform his duties and when performing
such duties shall have the powers and be subject to
the requirements and penalties applicable to him;
provided, however, that the assistant collector shall
not be authorized to sign for the collector instru-
ments of taking pursuant to section fifty-four of
chapter sixty. The person appointed as assistant
collector may receive a salary from the city or town
for service as such.
Added by St. 1987, c. 378.
§ 40. Temporary town officers
If the office of town treasurer, town collector of
taxes, town accountant or auditor in a town having
but one is vacant or if any such officer, because of
disability or absence, is unable to perform his
duties, the selectmen may in writing signed by
them or by a majority of them, which shall be filed
in the office of the town clerk, appoint a temporary
officer to hold such office and exercise the powers
and perform the duties thereof until another is duly
elected or appointed and has qualified according to
law or the officer who was disabled or absent
resumes his duties. Any such temporary officer
shall be sworn and give bond for the faithful per-
formance of his duties in accordance with the
provisions of law applying to the officer whose
place he fills, and if he fails so to do within ten
days after his appointment the selectmen shall re-
scind the appointment and appoint another. If a
tree warden, highway surveyor, or road commis-
sioner in a town having but one road commission-
er, because of disability or absence, is unable to
perform his duties, the selectmen may, in like man-
ner, appoint a temporary officer to hold his office,
who shall have like powers and duties until such
tree warden, highway surveyor or road commis-
sioner resumes his duties or his successor is elected
or appointed, as the case may be. This section
shall not apply to cities.
Amended by St.1937, c. 143, § 3; St.1951, c. 83;
St.1963, c. 105; St.1973, c. 143; St. 1990, c. 368.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1838, c. 43.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 42.
St. 1865, c. 234.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 90,91.
St. 1893, c. 417, § 288.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 355.
R.L.1902, c. 11,§ 359.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 387,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 427, 503.
§ 41. Payment of compensation; oath
No treasurer or other fiscal officer of any town
or city shall pay any salary or compensation to any
person in the service or employment of the town or
city unless the payroll, bill or account for such
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salary or compensation shall be sworn to by the
head of the department or the person immediately
responsible for the appointment, employment, pro-
motion, or transfer of the persons named therein,
or, in the case of the absence or disability of the
head of the department or of such person, then by
a person designated by the head of the department
and approved by the board of selectmen in towns,
and by the mayor in cities, or by the city manager
in cities operating under a Plan D or Plan E
charter. Except as otherwise provided in a collec-
tive bargaining agreement, the treasurer or other
fiscal officer may pay the payroll to an employee on
a biweekly or semimonthly basis. A commission,
committee or board of trustees in a city or town,
including a city council, board of aldermen or
common council in a city, may for purposes of this
section designate any one of its members to make
oath to a payroll, bill or account for salary or
compensation of its members or employees. This
provision shall not limit the responsibility of each
member of any such body in the event of a non-
compliance with this section.
Amended by St.1968, c. 168; St.1974, c. 441, § 3;
St.2003, c. 46, § 19, eff. July 31, 2003.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 520, § 1.
St. 1913, c. 825.
St.1918, c. 23.
§ 41 A. Delivery of payroll checks to depart-
ment heads
Notwithstanding the provisions of section thirty-
five, the treasurer of a city or town may deliver or
cause to be delivered to the head of a municipal
department or his designee the payroll checks for
the employees of such department, with the ap-
proval of the board of selectmen in towns, and of
the mayor in cities, or of the city manager in cities
operating under a Plan D or Plan E charter.
AddedbySt.l971,c. 441.
§ 4 IB. Payment of public employees by direct
bank credits
The treasurer of any city, town or district which
accepts this section may pay salaries, wages, or
other compensation to any person in the service of
such city, town or district by means of deposits to a
deposit account or accounts of such person in any
one or more savings or cooperative banks, trust
companies, or credit unions incorporated in or
chartered by the commonwealth; in any one or
more national banking associations, federal savings
or loan associations or federal credit unions locat-
ed in the commonwealth; in any one or more
banking companies or Morris Plan companies sub-
ject to chapter one hundred and seventy-two A; or
any one or more savings or loan associations under
the supervision of the commissioner of banks; pro-
vided, that such person has specifically authorized
such deposits, and provided further, that if such
deposits are made initially to accounts established
for such persons in any one such bank, trust com-
pany, credit union, or association, the depository
shall have agreed with the treasurer on terms satis-
factory to the treasurer for the immediate direct
transfer of such deposit to any other such bank,
trust company, credit union, or association desig-
nated by each such person.
Added by St. 1975, c. 586, § 1.
§ 41C. Deposits in credit union; pension or
retirement allowances
The treasurer of any city or town may deduct
from the pension or retirement allowance of a
retired employee of that city or town such sum as
such retired employee may specify in writing and
shall transmit the same to a credit union designat-
ed by such retired employee.
Added by St. 1977, c. 77, § 2.
§ 42. Contents of pay roll
Every such pay roll, bill or account shall contain
the following information: First, full name of each
employee; second, title of office or position author-
ized by the division of personnel administration
wherever applicable, otherwise title authorized by
appointing authority; third, salary, wages or other
compensation; fourth, dates of employment.
Amended by St. 1959, c. 299; St.1974, c. 835, § 139.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 520, § 2.
§ 43. Penalty
Each appointing, employing or other officer, who
wilfully refuses or neglects to comply with any
provision of the two preceding sections shall be
punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor
more than one hundred dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 520, § 3.
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§ 43A. Defense of actions against treasurers
and collectors; indemnification
If it appears to the mayor and city council of a
city or the selectmen of a town, upon petition of the
collector of taxes or the treasurer, that an action or
suit has been brought against him for damages
resulting from his acts as collector or as treasurer,
as the case may be, wherein an attachment has
been made of the goods, estate, effects or credits of
such collector or such treasurer, by trustee process
or otherwise, or the disposition of his property has
been restricted by injunction and that such acts
were performed in good faith, without negligence,
and in the belief that he was acting in the interest
of the city or town, the city solicitor or town
council shall be required by said mayor and city
council or selectmen to defend the action or suit
or, in case of a town having no town counsel, an
attorney shall be employed by the selectmen to
defend such action or suit, and the mayor or chair-
man of the board of selectmen, as soon as may be,
shall execute a certificate setting forth the findings
of the mayor and city council or selectmen upon
such petition and shall cause such certificate to be
filed in the court in which such action or suit is
pending, and, in the case of attachment of real
property, shall cause a certified copy of such certif-
icate to be filed in the registry of deeds for the
district in which the property is situated, or, in the
case of registered land, in the office of the assistant
recorder of the land court for said district, and, in
the case of attachment of goods, estate, effects or
credits by trustee process, shall cause a certified
copy of such certificate to be served upon the
trustee thereof, and, in the case of attachment of
personal property by mesne process, shall cause a
certified copy of such certificate to be served upon
the officer who made the attachment of said prop-
erty, and thereupon any such attachment shall be
dissolved by operation of law and any such injunc-
tion shall be dissolved by order of the court upon
motion. Upon presentation to the treasurer of a
city or town by an officer qualified to serve civil
process of an execution or attested copy of a decree
issued or made against the collector or against the
treasurer in an action or suit in which an attach-
ment or injunction has been so dissolved, the trea-
surer, after an appropriation therefor has been
voted to be raised by taxation or from available
funds, shall pay the amount payable under said
execution or decree. If the tax rate for the current
year shall have been fixed the city or town by a two
thirds vote may incur debt, within the limit of
indebtedness prescribed in section ten of chapter
forty-four and subject to the pertinent provisions of
said chapter, payable within one year, for the pur-
pose of paying the amount of the execution or
decree.
Added by St. 1939, c. 88. Amended by St. 1941, c. 99.
§ 44. Sinking fund commissioners; election;
tenure; appointment of secretary and
treasurer
A city or town having a sinking fund as provided
in section forty-seven of chapter forty-four shall
elect each year for terms of three years the number
of sinking fund commissioners equal to the number
whose term then expires. In towns they shall be
elected by ballot at town meeting, and in cities by
concurrent vote of both branches of the city coun-
cil. In case of a vacancy the remaining member or
members shall exercise the powers of the board
until the vacancy is filled. The city or town trea-
surer shall not be eligible as a commissioner, and
the acceptance by a commissioner of the office of
treasurer shall render his former office vacant.
The foregoing provisions as to the mode of electing
commissioners shall not apply to boards of sinking
fund commissioners which were established before
the thirteenth day of June in the year eighteen
hundred and seventy-five. The commissioners
shall choose a treasurer, who may be the city or
town treasurer; and if the city or town treasurer is
chosen his bond shall apply to and include duties
performed as treasurer of the sinking fund. If any
other person is chosen treasurer he shall give a
bond, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the com-
missioners, for the proper performance of his offi-
cial duties. The commissioners may also choose a
secretary.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1875, c. 209, § 5.
P.S.1882, c. 29, § 10.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 14.
St.1913, c. 719, § 13.
§ 45. Board of commissioners of trust funds;
membership; powers and duties
Any city or town, except Boston, may create a
board of commissioners of trust funds, consisting
of three persons who shall have the management of
all trust funds given or bequeathed for the benefit
of the town or the inhabitants thereof, unless the
donor in making the gift or bequest shall otherwise
provide. In cities the commissioners shall be ap-
pointed by the mayor and confirmed by the coun-
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cil. In towns they shall be elected in the same
manner as other town officers. At the time of
creating said board there shall be appointed or
elected one member for one year, one member for
two years, and one member for three years; and
there shall be appointed or elected annually there-
after one member for three years. Vacancies shall
be filled by the mayor, with the approval of the
council, or by the selectmen.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1907, c. 576, § 104.
St.1915, c. 282, §§ 1, 6.
§ 45A. Commissioners in towns under five
thousand population
If a town having less than five thousand inhabit-
ants votes to accept this section, the board of
selectmen of such town shall thereafter have all the
powers and duties of commissioners of trust funds,
as provided in sections forty-five and forty-seven,
until such time as the number of inhabitants of said
town shall exceed five thousand.
Added by St. 1952, c. 79.
§ 46. Town treasurer; duties; bond
The town treasurer shall be the custodian of all
funds and securities of such trust funds, shall invest
and reinvest them and expend therefrom moneys
as directed by the commissioners. The treasurer
shall furnish a bond satisfactory to them for the
faithful performance of his duties.
Amended by St.1957, c. 203.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 282, § 2.
§ 47. Powers and duties
The said board of commissioners shall, so far as
consistent with the terms of the trusts, manage and
control the same, and distribute the income in
accordance with the terms of the respective trusts.
The board shall keep a record of its doings, and at
the close of each financial year shall make a report
to the town, showing the total amount of the funds,
and their investments, receipts and disbursements
on account of the same, setting forth in detail the
sources of the receipts and the purposes of the
expenditures.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 282, § 3.
§ 48. Tenure of city auditor
In cities which accepted chapter three hundred
and seventy-three of the acts of nineteen hundred
and five, the auditor shall hold office for three
years from the date of his election or appointment
and until his successor is qualified, unless sooner
removed; provided, however, the appointing au-
thority may, by written contract, appoint an audi-
tor for a term not to exceed five years. A person
chosen to fill a vacancy shall hold the office until
the end of the unexpired term of his predecessor.
Amended by St. 1994, c. 223.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1905, c. 373.
§ 49. Vacancy in office of auditor
If the office of an auditor in a town is vacant, the
remaining auditors, if any, may perform the duties
thereof and may appoint a person to aid them. If
there is no remaining auditor, the selectmen shall
appoint an auditor to serve until another is quali-
fied.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1890, c. 254.
St.1893, c. 417, § 289.
St.1898, c. 548, § 356.
R.L.1902, c. 11, § 360.
St.1907, c. 560, §§ 388,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 428, 503.
§ 49A. Assistant auditors; powers and duties;
compensation
The auditor, accountant, or officer having similar
duties, of a city or town, may in writing appoint,
with the approval of the mayor or the selectmen
thereof, an assistant, who shall be sworn to the
faithful performance of his duties, and a record
shall be made of his appointment and oath. Unless
a temporary officer is appointed in accordance
with law, the assistant may, in the absence of the
appointing officer, perform his duties and when
performing such duties shall have the powers and
be subject to the requirements and penalties appli-
cable to him. The person appointed as assistant
hereunder may receive a salary from the city or
town for services as such.
Added by St. 1 948, c. 2 1 1 . Amended by St. 1 964, c. 70.
§ 50. Powers and duties of auditors
The auditors of a town shall examine the books
and accounts of all its officers and committees
intrusted with the receipt, custody or expenditure
of money, and all original bills and vouchers on
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which money has been or may be paid from its
treasury. They shall have free access to such
books, accounts, bills and vouchers as often as
once a month for the purpose of examination, and
shall examine the same at least once in each year,
and annually report in writing the result of their
examinations. They shall, at least once in each
year, verify the cash balance of each of such offi-
cers and committees by actual count of the cash
and by reconciliation of bank balances, and shall
insert in their annual report their certificate under
oath of the facts so found.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1886, c. 295.
St.1888, c. 221.
St.1893, c. 423, § 20.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 79.
St. 1924, c. 33, § 1.
§ 51. Accounts payable; notice to creditors;
part payments
An auditor may notify a person to whom money
is due from the town that a certain designated
amount, which may be either the whole or a part of
the money so due, is payable to him upon applica-
tion to an officer named in the notice, and, unless
payment is refused upon such application, no inter-
est shall accrue on said designated amount after
the giving of the notice. A part payment author-
ized by this section shall not affect a right of
tender, lien or other provision of law for the recov-
ery of the amount of the debt, or interest or costs
thereon, remaining due; but if the part payment is
more than the debt as finally determined, the ex-
cess, without interest, shall be repaid to the town.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1899, c. 394, §§ 3,4.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 80.
§ 52. Approval of bills
All accounts rendered to or kept in the depart-
ments of any city shall be subject to the inspection
of the city auditor or officer having similar duties,
and in towns they shall be subject to the inspection
of the selectmen. The auditor or officer having
similar duties, or the selectmen, may require any
person presenting for settlement an account or
claim against the city or town to make oath before
him or them, in such form as he or they may
prescribe, as to the accuracy of such account or
claim. The wilful making of a false oath shall be
punishable as perjury. The auditor or officer hav-
ing similar duties in cities, and the selectmen in
towns, shall approve the payment of all bills or pay
rolls of all departments before they are paid by the
treasurer, and may disallow and refuse to approve
for payment, in whole or in part, any claim as
fraudulent, unlawful or excessive; and in that case
the auditor or officer having similar duties, or the
selectmen, shall file with the city or town treasurer
a written statement of the reasons for the refusal;
and the treasurer shall not pay any claim or bill so
disallowed. This section shall not abridge the pow-
ers conferred on town accountants by sections fifty-
five to sixty-one, inclusive.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 669, §§ 1,2.
§ 53. Auditing of public trusts
Town auditors shall at least once every year, and
so much oftener as they deem necessary, audit the
accounts of the trustees of any property the princi-
pal or income of which, in whole or in part, was
bequeathed or given in trust for public uses for the
benefit of the town or any part thereof, or for the
benefit of the inhabitants of the town or of any part
thereof, and examine and estimate the funds, secu-
rities and evidences of property held by such trus-
tees. Said trustees shall give said auditors free
access to their accounts, funds, securities and evi-
dences of property; and any such trustee refusing
to exhibit the same shall be punished by a fine of
not less than fifty nor more than two hundred
dollars. Town auditors shall include in their annu-
al reports a report of such auditing and investiga-
tion; and if they discover any fraud or irregularity
they shall immediately report the same to the may-
or and city treasurer or to the selectmen and town
treasurer. They shall, at least once in each year,
verify the cash balance of such trustees by actual
count of the cash and by reconciliation of bank
balances, and shall insert in their annual report
their certificate under oath of the facts so found;
provided, however, that they need not so verify the
cash balance by actual count of the cash if the
trustee is a bank, banking association or trust com-
pany.
Amended by St. 1948, c. 84.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1904, c. 322.
St.1924, c. 33, § 2.
§ 54. Notice to auditor of payment of public
funds to treasurer
Whenever any officer of the commonwealth, or
of a county, city or town, makes a payment of
public money to the treasurer of a city or town in
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the commonwealth, he shall furnish at the same
time to the auditor of such city or town, or to the
town accountant, if there is no auditor, a written
statement of the amount of the payment, and the
date and purpose thereof.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1912, c. 387.
§ 54A. Notification to assessors of receipts
The auditor or similar officer in cities and the
town accountant, if any, otherwise the town trea-
surer in towns, shall notify the assessors, not later
than August first in each year, of the total receipts
of the preceding fiscal year, except from taxes,
loans and trust funds, and shall specify in detail the
source of such receipts.
Amended by St.1936, e. 62; St.1969, c. 849, § 40;
St.1973, c. 52, § 1; St.1980, c. 313.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1922, c. 135.
§ 55. Town accountant; tenure; powers and
duties
Any town may authorize the selectmen to ap-
point a town accountant, who shall perform the
duties and possess the powers of town auditors as
defined in sections fifty to fifty-three, inclusive. In
towns so authorizing the appointment of a town
accountant the office of town auditor may, if the
town so vote, be abolished. In towns which have
accepted chapter thirty-one or corresponding pro-
visions of earlier laws, the appointment of the town
accountant shall be subject to the civil service
rules. The town accountant shall be sworn to the
faithful performance of his duties, shall hold no
other town office involving the receipt or disburse-
ment of money, shall hold office for three years and
until a successor is qualified; provided, however,
that at the discretion of the appointing authority, a
person may be appointed to the position of town
accountant for a term of not more than five years
and until a successor is qualified. The town clerk,
if he holds no other office involving the receipt or
disbursement of money, may be appointed to the
position of town accountant.
Amended by St. 1997, c. 228.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1910, c. 624, § 1.
St.1916, c. 252.
St.l921,c. 486, § 8.
§ 56. Warrants for payment of bills
The selectmen and all boards, committees, heads
of departments and officers authorized to expend
money shall approve and transmit to the town
accountant as often as once each month all bills,
drafts, orders and pay rolls chargeable to the re-
spective appropriations of which they have the
expenditure. Such approval shall be given only
after an examination to determine that the charges
are correct and that the goods, materials or ser-
vices charged for were ordered and that such
goods and materials were delivered and that the
services were actually rendered to or for the town
as the case may be; provided, however, that such
approval may be given to any bill received from a
state agency for the town's share of the costs of a
federal urban planning assistance program, estab-
lished under the provisions of section 701 of Public
Law 83-560, as amended, before any goods, mate-
rials or services ordered or to be ordered under
such a program have been delivered or actually
rendered, as the case may be. The town account-
ant shall examine all such bills, drafts, orders and
pay rolls, and, if found correct and approved as
herein provided, shall draw a warrant upon the
treasury for the payment of the same, and the
treasurer shall pay no money from the treasury
except upon such warrant approved by the select-
men. If there is a failure to elect or a vacancy
occurs in the office of selectman, the remaining
selectman or selectmen, together with the town
clerk, may approve such warrant. The town ac-
countant may disallow and refuse to approve for
payment, in whole or in part, any claim as fraudu-
lent, unlawful or excessive, and in such case he
shall file with the town treasurer a written state-
ment of the reasons for such refusal. The treasurer
shall not pay any claim or bill so disallowed by the
town accountant. So far as apt this section shall
apply to cities.
Amended by St. 1950, c. 55; St.1956, c. 485; St.1967, c.
249; St.1967, c. 890; St. 1975, c. 168; St.1977, c. 348,
§ 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 624, § 2.
St.1922, c. 84.
§ 57. Books of account and financial records
The town accountant shall keep a complete set of
books wherein shall be entered the amount of each
specific appropriation, the amounts and purposes
of expenditures made therefrom, the receipts from
each source of income, the amount of each assess-
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ment levied, and the abatements made; and he
shall keep his accounts, so far as practicable, in
conformity with the classifications and forms pre-
scribed by the director of accounts in accordance
with section forty-three of chapter forty-four and in
conformity with any systems, classifications, forms
and designations prescribed pursuant to regula-
tions of the board of education for use by school
committees. The town accountant shall have cus-
tody of all contracts of the town, shall keep a
register of the sureties on all bonds of indemnity
given to the town, shall keep a detailed record of
the town debt, showing the purpose for which it
was incurred, when incurred, when due, the rate of
interest and the provisions made for the payment
of the debt.
Amended by St. 1974, c. 728, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1910, c. 624, § 3.
St. 1919, c. 350, §§ 52, 54.
§ 58. Duties; notice of condition of appropria-
tions; record of appropriations
Whenever any appropriation shall have been ex-
pended or whenever, in the judgment of the town
accountant, it appears that the liabilities incurred
against any appropriation may be in excess of the
unexpended balance thereof, he shall immediately
notify the selectmen and the board, committee,
head of department or officer authorized to make
expenditures therefrom, and no claim against such
appropriation shall be allowed nor any further
liability incurred until the town makes provision
for its payment. The town accountant shall, at
regular intervals and as often at least as once each
month, send to the selectmen and to each board,
committee, head of department or officer having
the disbursement of an appropriation a statement
of the amount of orders approved and warrants
drawn on behalf of said board, department or
officer during the preceding month, and a state-
ment of the balance of such appropriation remain-
ing subject to draft. Each head of a department,
board or committee authorized to expend money
shall furnish the town accountant, at the close of
the financial year, a list of bills remaining unpaid,
showing to whom and for what due, and their
amounts; and the town accountant shall incorpo-
rate the same in his annual report covering the
financial transactions of the town, as provided by
section sixty-one.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Si. 1910, c. 624, § 4.
§ 59. Annual estimates; furnishing to town ac-
countant
The selectmen and all boards, committees,
heads of departments, or other officers of a town
authorized by law to expend money shall furnish
to the town accountant, or, if there is no town ac-
countant, to the appropriation, advisory or finance
committee, if any, otherwise to the selectmen, not
less than ten days before the end of the calendar
year, or not less than ninety days prior to the date
of the start of the annual town meeting, whichever
is later, detailed estimates of the amount neces-
sary for the proper maintenance of the depart-
ments under their jurisdiction for the ensuing fis-
cal year, with explanatory statements as to any
changes from the amounts appropriated for the
same purposes in the then current fiscal year, and
an estimate of amounts necessary for outlays or
permanent improvements. They shall also pre-
pare estimates of any income likely to be received
by the town during the ensuing fiscal year in con-
nection with the town's business or property in-
trusted to their care. The selectmen shall include
in their estimates the salaries and expenses con-
nected with their own office, and the salaries of
all other town officers shall be included in the
estimates for the office, department or branch of
the public service of which they are in charge.
The treasurer shall, in addition to his estimate of
the amount required for the maintenance of his
own office, prepare a separate statement indicat-
ing the amounts required for the payment of inter-
est on the town debt and for the payment of such
portions of the town debt as may become due
during the ensuing fiscal year.
Amended by St. 1936, c. 94; St. 1969, c. 849, § 41;
St.1973, c. 1099.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 624, § 5.
§ 60. Table of estimated appropriations
The town accountant shall immediately upon the
close of each calendar year compile statements in
tabulated form showing the amounts appropriated
and the amounts expended from each appropria-
tion during the preceding fiscal year, the amounts
appropriated for the current fiscal year and the
amounts expended from such appropriations dur-
ing the first six months of such year and the
amounts estimated to be expended from such ap-
propriations during the second six months of such
year, and the estimates for the next ensuing fiscal
year, and shall forthwith furnish a copy thereof to
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the selectmen, or to such committee as the town
may appoint to consider and report on proposed
appropriations. The selectmen, or said committee
when so appointed, shall after due consideration
designate the amounts which in their opinion
should be appropriated for the ensuing fiscal year,
and shall accompany the same with such explana-
tions and suggestions in relation thereto as they
may deem desirable for the proper information of
the inhabitants. The selectmen or, if such a com-
mittee has been appointed, the committee, shall
print and distribute this document at or before the
annual town meeting, and the town clerk shall
transmit a copy thereof and of all town reports to
the director of accounts.
Amended by St.1969, c. 849, §§ 42, 43; St.1975, c. 35.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 624, § 6.
St.l911,c. 207.
St. 1919, c. 350, §§ 52, 54.
§ 61. Annual report
The town accountant shall make an annual re-
port, to be published as a town document, giving a
statement of all receipts and expenditures of the
town for the past financial year, including those of
funds managed by trustees or commissioners for
the town and showing also the amount of each
specific appropriation, the expenditures therefrom,
and the purpose for which money has been spent;
and said statement shall be arranged in accordance
with the classifications prescribed by the director
of accounts. Such report shall contain a statement
of any change in the amount of the town debt
during the year and a list of indebtedness incurred
and unpaid at the end of the financial year.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 624, § 7.
St.1919, c. 350, §§ 52, 54.
§ 61 A. Appointment of temporary officers
upon vacancy of certain offices; ten-
ure; bond; removal; powers and
duties
If the office of city auditor, city treasurer, city
collector of taxes or other officer having charge of
a city department is vacant, or if any such officer,
because of disability or absence, is unable to per-
form his duties, the mayor, without confirmation
by the city council, any provision of a city charter
to the contrary notwithstanding, shall appoint a
temporary officer to hold such office and exercise
the powers and perform the duties thereof until
another is duly elected or appointed and has quali-
fied according to law, or the officer who was dis-
abled or incapacitated resumes his duties; but no
such temporary officer shall be appointed under
this section for a period longer than sixty days.
Any such temporary officer shall be sworn and give
bond for the faithful performance of his duties in
accordance with the provisions of law applying to
the officer whose place he fills, and if he fails so to
do within ten days after his appointment the mayor
shall rescind the appointment and appoint another.
Amended by St. 1937, c. 143, § 4; St. 1963, c. 68.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1928, c. 207.
St. 1930, c. 172.
§ 62. Highway surveyor; duties
If a highway surveyor be chosen, he shall have
the exclusive control of the ordinary repair of pub-
lic ways in his town without being subject to the
authority of the selectmen. If more than one high-
way surveyor be chosen, the selectmen shall annu-
ally, before May first, assign to each surveyor the
limits and divisions of the ways to be kept in repair
by him.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1786, c. 81, § 2.
St.1796, c. 58, § 4.
R.S.1836, c. 25, § 7.
G.S.I 860, c. 44, § 6.
P.S.1882,c. 52, § 4.
St. 1895, c. 374, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 81; 51, § 4.
St. 1917, c. 344, pt. 4, §§ 10, 11; pt. 8, § 1.
§ 63. Road and sewer commissioners
A town may at an annual meeting if official
ballots are not used, otherwise at a meeting held at
least thirty days before the annual meeting, vote to
elect in the following manner three road commis-
sioners or three sewer commissioners, or both.
It shall, at the annual meeting when such vote is
passed or at the annual meeting next succeeding
the meeting at which the vote was passed, elect one
for one year, one for two years and one for three
years; and at each annual meeting thereafter it
shall elect one for three years. A town which has
voted to elect said officers as herein provided may
in like manner rescind such action; and thereupon,
if at an annual meeting, the offices of road commis-
sioners or sewer commissioners or both shall be
abolished. If such vote is taken at a meeting held
at least thirty days before the annual meeting, such
abolition shall take effect at the next annual meet-
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ing. Upon the election of road commissioners as
herein provided, the office of highway surveyor
shall be abolished.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l871,c. 158, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 74.
St.1893, c. 417, § 271.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 337.
R.L.1902,c. 11,§ 341.
St.1907, c. 560, §§ 369,456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 409,503.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 153.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2, § 1.
§ 64. Road commissioners; powers and duties
If road commissioners be chosen, they shall ex-
clusively have the powers, perform the duties and
be subject to the liabilities and penalties of select-
men and surveyors of highways relative to public
ways, monuments at the termini and angles there-
of, guide posts, sidewalks and shade trees, and, if
sewer commissioners be not chosen, relative to
sewers and drains.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l871,c. 158, § 2.
St. 1873, c. 51.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 75.
St.1893, c. 423, § 23.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 83.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 4, § 12; pt. 8, § 1.
§ 65. Sewer commissioners; powers and duties
If sewer commissioners be chosen, they shall, as
to sewers and drains, exclusively have the powers,
perform the duties and be subject to the liabilities
and penalties of selectmen and road commission-
ers.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1893, c. 304, § 2.
St.1893, c. 423, § 24.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 84.
§ 66. Superintendent of streets; appointment;
tenure
In a town which has not authorized the election
of a road commissioner or commissioners or a
surveyor or surveyors of highways, or which, hav-
ing a road commissioner or commissioners or a
surveyor or surveyors of highways, has voted in
accordance with section twenty-one that a superin-
tendent of streets be appointed by the selectmen,
the selectmen shall, as soon after the annual town
meeting as may be, appoint in writing a superin-
tendent of streets, who shall receive such compen-
sation as the selectmen or the town determine and
shall be removable by them when the public inter-
est requires. He shall be sworn to the faithful
performance of his duties, and shall hold office
until the next annual town meeting or until his
successor is qualified. Upon the qualification of a
superintendent of streets appointed by the select-
men in accordance with a vote under said section
twenty-one, the office or offices of highway survey-
or or surveyors or road commissioner or commis-
sioners shall terminate.
Amended by St. 1934, c. 155, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1889, c. 98, §§ 1,4 to 6.
St. 1889, c. 178.
St.1893, c. 423, § 25.
St. 1894, c. 17.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 85.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 4, § 13; pt. 8, § 1.
§ 67. One superintendent of streets for two or
more towns
The selectmen of two or more towns may united-
ly, subject to the approval of the department of
highways, appoint and fix the compensation of a
superintendent of streets who shall exercise the
same powers and duties and be otherwise subject
to the same provisions of law as if appointed in
each of such towns. His compensation shall be
paid by said towns in such proportions as the
selectmen may unitedly determine.
Amended by St.1991, c. 552, § 33.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1917, c. 34.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 4, § 13.
St.1919, c. 350, §§ 111, 113.
St.l931,c. 394, § 6.
§ 68. Superintendent of streets; powers and
duties
The superintendent of streets shall, under the
direction of the selectmen, have full charge of all
repairs and labor upon public ways and sidewalks,
and, if no other provision is made, of repairs upon
sewers and drains; and in relation to such matters
he shall have the powers, perform the duties and
be subject to the liabilities and penalties of survey-
ors of highways and road commissioners.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1889, c. 98, §§ 2, 3.
St.1893, c. 423, § 26.
St. 1899, c. 330, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 86.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 4, § 14; pt. 8, § 1.
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§ 69. Superintendent of water or sewer depart-
ment
If a town votes under section twenty-one to have
its selectmen act as water and sewer boards, water
commissioners or sewer commissioners, the select-
men may appoint a suitable person to act as super-
intendent of the water or sewer department or
designate the superintendent of streets so to act if
the town has voted to have its selectmen appoint
such officer, who, subject to the control of the
selectmen, shall have all necessary powers there-
for.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1920, c. 591, § 40.
§ 69A. Water commissioners; election; tenure;
quorum; vacancies
Any town establishing a water supply or water
distributing system under authority of section thir-
ty-nine A of chapter forty may establish a board of
three water commissioners or authorize its select-
men to act as such. Such commissioners shall, in
the first instance, be elected by ballot to hold office,
one until the expiration of three years, one until the
expiration of two years, and one until the expira-
tion of one year, from the next succeeding annual
town meeting; and at the annual town meeting
held on the day on which the shortest of such terms
expires, and at each annual town meeting thereaf-
ter, one such commissioner shall be elected by
ballot for the term of three years. A majority of
said commissioners shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business. After the election of a
board of water commissioners under authority of
this section, any vacancy occurring in said board
from any cause may be filled for the remainder of
the unexpired term by said town at any legal town
meeting called for the purpose. Any such vacancy
may be filled temporarily in the manner provided
by section eleven, and the person so appointed
shall perform the duties of the office until the next
annual meeting of said town or until another per-
son is qualified. Nothing herein contained shall
prevent action under section twenty-one or sixty-
nine.
Added by St. 1 938, c. 172, § 4.
§ 69B. Water commissioners; powers and
duties
The water commissioners, or the selectmen au-
thorized to act as such, in a town establishing a
water supply or water distributing system under
authority of section thirty-nine A of chapter forty
shall have exclusive charge and control of the wa-
ter department and water system, subject to all
lawful by-laws and to such instructions, rules and
regulations as the town may from time to time
impose by its vote. They may establish fountains
and hydrants, may relocate or discontinue the
same, may regulate the use of the water and fix and
collect just and equitable prices and rates for the
use thereof, and shall prescribe the time and man-
ner of payment of such prices and rates. The
income of the water works shall be appropriated to
defray all operating expenses, interest charges and
payments on the principal as they accrue upon any
bonds or notes issued for the purpose of a munici-
pal water supply. If in any fiscal year there should
be a net surplus remaining after providing for the
aforesaid charges for that fiscal year, such surplus,
or so much thereof as may be necessary to reim-
burse the town for moneys theretofore paid on
account of its water department, shall be paid into
the town treasury. If in any fiscal year there
should be a net surplus remaining after providing
for the aforesaid charges and for the payment of
any such reimbursement in full, such surplus may
be appropriated for such new construction, ex-
traordinary maintenance, or repairs, as the water
commissioners, or selectmen authorized to act as
such, with the approval of the town, may determine
upon; and in case a net surplus should remain
after payment for such new construction, extraor-
dinary maintenance, or repairs, the water rates
shall be reduced proportionately. Said commis-
sioners, or the selectmen authorized to act as such,
shall annually, and as often as the town may re-
quire, render a report upon the condition of the
works under their charge, and an account of their
doings, including an account of the receipts and
expenditures.
The provisions of this section relative to the
powers and duties of the water commissioners, or
the selectmen acting as such, shall also apply to the
commission, board or person having charge and
control of the water department or water system of
any city, town, or district established under special
law, notwithstanding any contrary provision there-
in, upon the acceptance of this section by such city,
town, or district.
Added by St. 1938, c. 172, § 4. Amended by St. 1965, c.
99; St.1969, c. 849, § 43A; St. 1971, c. 766, § 9; St.1983,
c. 583.
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§ 69C. Submission of adoption of board of
public works to electorate; ballot
By vote of a town meeting called for the purpose
in any town at least ninety days before an annual
town meeting, or, in the case of a town which
voted thereon and the vote was not in the affirma-
tive, upon request by petition of ten per cent of the
qualified voters of any town filed with the select-
men at least sixty days before an annual town
meeting, the selectmen shall include in the warrant
for such annual meeting for submission to the
voters the following question, to be placed on the
official ballot in towns using such ballots:—"Shall
sections sixty-nine C to sixty-nine F, inclusive, of
chapter forty-one of the General Laws, providing
for the establishment of a board of public works
exercising the powers of certain other departments
and town officers be accepted?" If a majority of
the votes cast in answer to such question is in the
affirmative, this section and sections sixty-nine D to
sixty-nine F, inclusive, shall become fully effective
beginning with, and for the purposes of, the next
annual town election.
Added by St. 1 953, c. 101, § 1.
§ 69D. Board of public works; membership;
election; tenure; powers and duties
Any town which has accepted the provisions of
sections sixty-nine C to sixty-nine F, inclusive, shall
elect in the following manner a board of public
works, hereinafter called the board, to consist of
three members. The initial members thereof shall
be elected, one to serve for one year, one for two
years, and one for three years, from the date of the
annual meeting at which they are elected, and
thereafter when the term of any member expires,
his successor shall be elected to serve for three
years. In all cases the members shall serve until
their successors are elected and qualified. The
members of the board shall, after each election,
elect one of their members to act as chairman for
the ensuing year.
Upon the election and qualification of the mem-
bers of the board, the board shall have all the
powers and duties now or from time to time vested
by general law or special act in the following
boards, departments and offices, or in boards, de-
partments and offices having corresponding pow-
ers and duties in said town, to wit:—road commis-
sioners, surveyors of highways, superintendent of
streets, water commissioners, sewer commission-
ers, municipal light board or commissioners, park
commissioners, cemetery commissioners, tree war-
den, moth superintendent and forestry department,
and such boards, departments and offices shall
thereupon be abolished. No contracts or liabilities
then in force shall be affected by such abolition,
but the board of public works shall in all respects
be the lawful successor of the boards, departments
and offices so abolished.
The board shall have such additional powers
with respect to the furnishing of engineering ser-
vices, the collection and disposal of garbage and
refuse, the maintenance and repair of town build-
ings and property, and the performance of such
duties of any other boards, departments and offices
of the town as may be reasonably related to the
duties and responsibilities of a board of public
works, as the town may, from time to time, by by-
law provide, any other provisions of law to the
contrary notwithstanding.
Added by St. 195 3, c. 101, § 1.
§ 69E. Superintendent of public works; ap-
pointment; powers and duties
The board shall appoint and fix the compensa-
tion of a superintendent of public works, who shall
exercise and perform, under the supervision and
direction of the board, such of the powers, rights
and duties transferred to it under section twenty-
one or section sixty-nine D as it may from time to
time designate. He shall be responsible for the
efficient exercise and performance of such powers,
rights and duties and shall hold office subject to the
will of the board. He shall be specially fitted by
education, training and experience to perform the
duties of said office, and may or may not be a
resident of the town. During his tenure he shall
hold no elective or other appointive office, nor
shall he be engaged in any other business or occu-
pation. He shall give to the town a bond with a
surety company authorized to transact business in
the commonwealth as surety, for the faithful per-
formance of his duties, in such sum and upon such
conditions as the board may require, and shall,
subject to the approval of the board, appoint such
assistants, agents and employees as the exercise
and performance of his powers, rights and duties
may require. He shall keep full and complete
records of the doings of his office and render to the
board as often as it may require a full report of all
operations under his control during the period
reported upon; and annually, and from time to
time as required by the board, he shall make a
synopsis of such reports for publication. He shall
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keep the board fully advised as to the needs of the
town within the scope of his duties, and shall
furnish to the board each year upon its request a
carefully prepared and detailed estimate in writing
of the appropriations required during the next suc-
ceeding fiscal year for the proper exercise and
performance of all said powers, rights and duties.
Added by St.1953, c. 101, § 1. Amended by St.1954, c.
45.
§ 69F. Submission to voters of revocation of
acceptance; conditions; effect
Any town which has accepted the provisions of
sections sixty-nine C to sixty-nine F, inclusive, may,
after the expiration of three years from the date of
such acceptance, upon petition of ten per cent of
the qualified voters of the town filed with the
selectmen at least sixty days before an annual town
meeting, vote at an annual meeting to revoke such
acceptance, and the question of such revocation
shall be submitted to the voters in the form of the
following question:—"Shall the acceptance by the
town of sections sixty-nine C to sixty-nine F, inclu-
sive, of chapter forty-one of the General Laws
providing for the establishment of a board of public
works exercising the powers of certain other de-
partments and town officers be revoked?" If a
majority of the votes cast in answer to said ques-
tion is in the affirmative, then at the next annual
town election held after said vote to revoke, the
town shall elect such officers as are necessary to
exercise and perform the powers, rights and duties
transferred to the board of public works by said
sections. Such action shall not affect any contract
or liability then created or existing. All general
laws respecting town administration and town offi-
cers, and any special laws relative to said town, the
operation of which has been suspended or super-
seded by the acceptance of said sections sixty-nine
C to sixty-nine F, inclusive, shall then be in full
force and effect. Any by-law inconsistent with
such special or general laws shall be revoked there-
by. Any subsequent vote to revoke the acceptance
of said sections shall not be taken more often than
once in three years.
Added by St.1953, c. 101, § 1. Amended by St.1965, c.
30.
8 69G. Office of lands and natural resources;
establishment; powers and duties;
director and assistants
Every city or town may establish an office of
lands and natural resources. Said office shall have
charge of such lands as may be committed to its
care and may perform such maintenance and im-
provement work on other municipal lands as may
be permitted by the board, department, commis-
sion or committee in charge thereof. Said office
shall exercise the duties of tree warden and super-
intendent of insect pest control, and upon the es-
tablishment of said office and offices of tree war-
den and superintendent of insect pest control shall
be abolished. Said office shall be under the con-
trol of a director qualified by training and experi-
ence in the field of arboriculture and licensed by
the pesticide board in the department of environ-
mental protection. The city manager or the town
manager in a city or town having such manager,
the mayor in any other city and the selectmen in
any other town shall appoint said director for a
term of three years. The commissioner of environ-
mental management shall be notified in writing
forthwith by the city or town clerk of said appoint-
ment and the name and address of said director.
The director may appoint such assistants as appro-
priations permit. He shall have control of all sums
appropriated for and to be expended by the office
and may apply for and receive such federal, state
and county assistance as may be available. Noth-
ing contained in this section shall be construed to
affect the powers and duties of a conservation
commission established under section eight C of
chapter forty.
Added by St. 1970, c. 233. Amended by St. 1975, c. 706,
§§ 101, 102; St.1990, c. 177, § 124.
§ 70. Planning board; duties
Every city and every town having a population of
more than ten thousand at the last preceding na-
tional census shall, and towns having a population
of less than ten thousand may, create a planning
board, which shall make careful studies of the
resources, possibilities and needs of the town, par-
ticularly with respect to conditions injurious to the
public health or otherwise in and about rented
dwellings, and make plans for the development of
the municipality, with special reference to proper
housing of its inhabitants. In cities the said board
shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to confir-
mation by the council, and in towns shall be elect-
ed at the annual town meeting or be appointed in
such manner as an annual town meeting may de-
termine.
No planning board shall be established under
this section after December thirty-first, nineteen
hundred and thirty-six, but any such board estab-
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lished under this section or corresponding provi-
sions of earlier laws and existing on said date shall
continue until its existence is terminated under
section eighty-one B.
Amended by St. 1936, c. 211, § 1; St. 1947, c. 340, § 1;
St.1957, c. 273, § 1; St.1992, c. 403, § 7.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 494, § 1.
St.1914, c. 283, § 1.
§ 71. Annual report
Every planning board shall make a report annu-
ally to the city council or to the annual town
meeting, giving information regarding the condi-
tion of the town and any plans or proposals for its
development and estimates of the cost thereof. Ev-
ery such planning board shall file with the director
of housing and community development a copy of
each report made by it.
Amended by St. 1943, c. 266; St.1953, c. 409, § 6;
St.1966, c. 126; St.1975, c. 163, § 15; St.1998, c. 161,
§ 276.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 494, § 2.
St.1919, c. 350, § 87.
§ 72. Ordinances and by-laws
Cities and towns may make ordinances and by-
laws for carrying out the purposes of section seven-
ty and of sections eighty-one A to eighty-one GG,
inclusive, and they may appropriate money there-
for. The planning board of a town, established
under section seventy or corresponding provisions
of earlier laws, may be authorized by vote of the
town to act as park commissioners therein, and
may be vested with all the powers and duties of
park commissioners in towns.
Amended by St. 1936, c. 211, § 2; St.1947, c. 340, § 2;
St.1953, c. 674, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 494, § 4.
St.l915,c. 165.
§ 73. Board of survey; membership; length of
existence; suspension of powers and
duties
In cities which accept this section by vote of the
city council or have accepted corresponding provi-
sions of earlier laws, the mayor, with the approval
of the city council, may in January in any year
appoint three inhabitants thereof to be a board of
survey. Of the members first appointed one shall
serve for one year, one for two years, and one for
three years from the first day of the following
February, and thereafter, in January of each year,
one member of said board shall be appointed to
serve for three years from the first day of February
after his appointment, or until his successor is
qualified. If a vacancy occurs a member shall be
appointed in the manner provided herein to serve
for the remainder of the term. The city engineer
shall act as clerk of the board. The compensation
of the members of the board shall be fixed by the
city council. In towns which accept this section or
have accepted corresponding provisions of earlier
laws, the selectmen shall constitute a board of
survey.
No board of survey shall be established under
this section after December thirty-first, nineteen
hundred and thirty-six; but any such board estab-
lished under this section or corresponding provi-
sions of earlier laws or by a special act and existing
on said date shall continue until its existence is
terminated under section eighty-one B. Every
board of survey of a city or town which has not
accepted the provisions of sections eighty-one K to
eighty-one GG, inclusive, or corresponding provi-
sions of earlier laws, shall transmit to the register
of deeds of the county or district in which such city
or town is situated and to the recorder of the land
court within sixty days after the first day of Janu-
ary, nineteen hundred and fifty-four, a statement
that there is in such city or town a board of survey
and that the city or town has not in the opinion of
said board accepted said sections, including a copy
certified by the clerk of such city or town of the
vote accepting this section or corresponding provi-
sions of earlier laws, or a reference to any special
statute under which such board is established. Un-
less such statement is so transmitted the powers
and duties of such board of survey shall be sus-
pended in and in respect to such city or town, until
such statement has been sent to such register of
deeds and such register has entered such statement
in a book in the same manner as is provided in
section eighty-one X in the case of planning boards
established under section eighty-one A.
Amended by St. 1936, c. 211, § 3; St.1947, c. 340, § 3;
St.1953, c. 674, § 8.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1907, c. 191, §§ 1,9.
St.1916, c. 190, §§ 1,9.
§ 74. Approval of plans filed by citizens
After the establishment of a board of survey no
person shall open a private way for public use
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without first submitting to said board suitable
plans thereof in accordance with such rules and
regulations as the board may prescribe. In cities
such plans shall be so prepared as to show the
profiles of such way and the method of drainage of
the adjacent or contiguous territory. Upon the
receipt of said plans, with a petition for their
approval, the board shall give a public hearing
thereon, after giving notice of the same by publica-
tion once in each of two successive weeks in a
newspaper published in the city or town, the last
publication to be at least two days before the hear-
ing; and after the hearing, the board may alter
such plans, and may determine where such ways
shall be located and the width and grades thereof,
and shall indicate any modifications on said plans.
The plans as approved or modified by the board
shall then be signed by the board, and in cities
shall be filed in the office of the city engineer, and
in towns in the office of the town clerk; and the
officer with whom they are filed shall attest there-
on the date of filing; and thereafter no way in the
territory to which the plans relate shall be laid out
or constructed except in accordance therewith, or
with further plans subsequently approved by the
board.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1907. c. 191, § 2.
St.1916, c. 190, § 2.
§ 75. Preparation of plans by board
The board of survey may, and in cities, upon the
vote of the planning board and the city council,
shall, from time to time cause plans to be made of
such territory or sections of lands in the city or
town as the board of survey or the planning board
may deem necessary, showing thereon the location
of such ways, whether already laid out or not, as,
in the opinion of the board, the interest of the
public may or will require in such territory, show-
ing clearly the direction, width and grades of each
way, and in cities a plan of drainage, and said
board may incur such expenses as it may deem
necessary therefor, not exceeding the amount ap-
propriated for the purpose. In cities such plans
shall be prepared by the city engineer, under the
direction of the board. Before causing such plans
to be made, the board shall give a public hearing
thereon, which shall be advertised in the manner
prescribed in the preceding section, and shall, after
the making of any such plan, give a hearing there-
on, advertised in like manner, and keep the plan
open to public inspection for one month after the
first advertisement of the hearing. After the hear-
ing, and after any alterations deemed necessary by
said board have been made, the same shall be
approved, signed, marked, filed and attested as
provided in respect to the plans mentioned in the
preceding section.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1907, c. 191, § 3.
St.1916, c. 190, § 3.
§ 76. Substitution of new plans
The board of survey may from time to time make
new plans in place of plans filed in accordance
with the two preceding sections, or make changes
on plans so filed; provided, that any action involv-
ing new plans or changes in plans already duly
attested and filed shall be made only after the
notice and hearing, and in all other respects in the
manner specified in section seventy-four; and the
last plan so made, or the plan with the changes last
made thereon and duly attested and filed, shall be
the plan governing the future development of the
territory affected.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1916, c. 190, § 4.
St. 1922, c. 297.
§ 77. Construction or alteration of public ways;
restrictions
The powers of the city council or of the select-
men in regard to highways shall not be abridged by
sections seventy-three to eighty-one, inclusive, in
any manner, except as provided herein, and the
powers conferred by said sections shall be in addi-
tion to other powers possessed by cities and towns.
No public way shown on any plan filed as aforesaid
shall hereafter be laid out, located anew, altered or
widened, and no such way, whether already or
hereafter laid out, shall be constructed by any
public authority except in accordance with the plan
duly attested and recorded under said sections. If
any person shall open for public travel any private
way the location, direction, width, grades and in
cities the plan of drainage of which have not previ-
ously been approved in writing by the board of
survey in the manner provided in said sections,
neither the city or town nor other public authority
shall place any public sewer, drain, water pipe or
light in, or do any public construction work of any
kind, or make repairs, on such private way; pro-
vided, that this section shall not prevent the laying
of a trunk sewer, drain, water or gas main if
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required by engineering necessities for the accom-
modation of other territory.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1907, c. 191, § 4.
St. 1916, c. 190, § 5.
St.l921,c. 486, § 9.
§ 78. Recordation of plan; necessity of approv-
al by board
No register of deeds shall record any plan show-
ing thereon proposed ways in any town having a
board of survey, unless there is endorsed thereon a
certificate of said board, or other proper officer by
it designated, that all laws applicable to such plan
have been complied with. The clerk of each town
shall notify the register of deeds of the district
where such town is situated of the acceptance by
such town of section seventy-three or correspond-
ing provisions of earlier laws, or of any special act
establishing a board of survey therein, and also the
name of the officer designated by said board to
approve plans hereunder.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1917, c. 185.
§ 79. Entry upon lands by board of survey for
examinations and surveys
Boards of survey, their officers and agents may,
so far as they deem it necessary in carrying out
sections seventy-three to eighty-one, inclusive, en-
ter upon any lands and there make examinations
and surveys, and place and maintain monuments
and marks.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1907, c. 191, § 7.
St. 1916, c. 190, § 7.
§ 80. Establishment and discontinuance of ex-
terior way lines
A town which accepts section seventy-three or
has accepted corresponding provisions of earlier
laws or has accepted any special act authorizing
the creation of a board of survey therein may
establish, in the manner provided for the laying out
of town ways, the exterior lines of any way, the
plan of which is approved under section seventy-
four or seventy-five or under such special act; and
thereafter no structure shall be erected or main-
tained between the exterior lines of the way so
established, except that buildings or parts of build-
ings existing at the time of the establishment of
said lines may remain and be maintained to such
extent and under such conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the board of survey of such town. Lines
established under this section may be discontinued
in the manner provided for the discontinuance of a
highway or a town way. This section shall not
apply to cities.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1907, c. 191, § 5.
St.1918, c. 135.
§ 81. Damages
Sections seventy-three to seventy-nine, inclusive,
shall not authorize the taking of land nor authorize
a town to lay out or construct any way which may
be indicated on any plan until such way has been
laid out as a highway; nor shall said sections
render a town liable for damages except such as
may be sustained under section seventy-six by rea-
son of the making and filing of any new plan or by
reason of changes made in any plan already duly
attested and filed, and for such damages as may be
sustained by reason of the acts of the board of
survey, its officers and agents under section seven-
ty-nine. Any person injured in his property as
aforesaid or by the establishment or discontinuance
of exterior lines under section eighty may recover
the damages so caused under chapter seventy-nine.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1907, c. 191, §§ 7, 8.
St.1916, c. 190, § 8.
St.1918, c. 135.
§ 81 A. Planning board; establishment; mem-
bership; tenure; vacancies
Any city except Boston, and, except as hereinaf-
ter provided, any town may at any time establish a
planning board hereunder. Every town not having
any planning board shall, upon attaining a popula-
tion of ten thousand, so establish a planning board
under this section. A planning board established
hereunder shall consist of not less than five nor
more than nine members. Such members shall in
cities be appointed by the mayor, subject to confir-
mation by the city council and in towns be elected
at the annual town meeting or be appointed in
such manner as an annual town meeting may de-
termine; provided, that a town which has a plan-
ning board established under section seventy may,
at an annual town meeting or at a special town
meeting called for the purpose, vote to establish a
planning board under this section and may provide
that the members of the planning board then in
office shall serve as members of the planning board
218
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 41 §81C
under this section until the next annual town meet-
ing. When a planning board is first established or
when the terms of members of the planning board
established under section seventy serving as mem-
bers of the planning board under this section ex-
pire, as the case may be, the members of the
planning board under this section shall be elected
or appointed for terms of such length and so ar-
ranged that the term of at least one member will
expire each year, and their successors shall be
elected or appointed for terms of three or five years
each as determined by the city council in the case
of a city and by the town meeting in the case of a
town. Any member of a board so established in a
cit) may be removed for cause, after a public-
hearing, by the mayor, with the approval of the city
council. A vacancy occurring otherwise than by
expiration of term shall be filled for the unexpired
term, in a city, in the same manner as an original
appointment, and, in a town, if the members of the
board are appointed, in the same manner as the
original appointment. If the members of a plan-
ning board are elected, any unexpired term shall be
filled by appointment by the board of selectmen
and the remainder of the members of the planning
board until the next annual election, at which time,
such office shall be filled, by election, for the re-
mainder of the unexpired term. All appointments
pursuant to this section shall be in the manner
provided in section eleven. Such a board shall
elect annually a chairman and a clerk from among
its own number, and may employ experts and
clerical and other assistants. It may appoint a
custodian of its plan and records, who may be the
city engineer or town clerk. No member of a
planning board shall represent before such board
any party of interest in any matter pending before
it.
Towns of less than ten thousand inhabitants,
having no planning board established under this
section may, by vote of the town meeting, authorize
the board of selectmen to act as a planning board
under this section until such a board is established;
provided, that any such town, upon attaining a
population of ten thousand, shall establish a plan-
ning board hereunder.
Added by St. 1947, c. 340, § 4. Amended by St. 1957, c.
273, § 2; St.1959, c. 143; St.1961, c. 276, § 2; St.1975,
c. 565, § 1; St.1981, c. 386, § 3; St.1984, c. 57.
S 8 IB. Planning board; powers and duties
In any city or town in which a planning board is
established under section eighty-one A, if any of the
powers and duties of planning boards or boards of
survey are being exercised and performed by a
planning board established under section seventy
or corresponding provisions of earlier laws, or by a
board of survey established under section seventy-
three or corresponding provisions of earlier laws or
by a special act, or by the board of selectmen
acting as a planning board, or by any other board,
all such powers and duties shall cease to exist,
when the members of the planning board estab-
lished in such city or town under section eighty-one
A take office; and thereupon the planning board
established therein under section eighty-one A shall
have and exercise all the powers and duties there-
tofore conferred and imposed by general law upon
planning boards and boards of survey in cities and
towns, as the case may be, and all the powers and
duties of any such board theretofore conferred and
imposed by special law upon any board of the city
or town, with respect to any matters pending be-
fore any of said boards at the time of the establish-
ment of the planning board in such city or town
under section eighty-one A, as well as the powers
imposed by this section and sections eighty-one C
to eighty-one GG, inclusive. The officer or person
having custody of the records or plans, or both, of
the former board shall turn them over to the officer
or person entitled to custody of the records and
plans of the planning board established under sec-
tion eighty-one A.
Planning boards established under section
eighty-one A, their officers and agents, may, so far
as they deem it necessary in carrying out sections
eighty-one A to eighty-one J, inclusive, enter upon
any lands and there make examinations and sur-
veys, and place and maintain monuments and
marks; but any person injured in his property by
such entry or other acts without his consent may
recover the damages so caused under chapter sev-
enty-nine. The superior court for the county in
which the land affected by any of the provisions of
sections eighty-one A to eighty-one J, inclusive, lies,
sitting in equity and the land court, shall have
jurisdiction on petition of a planning board estab-
lished under section eighty-one A, to enforce any of
the provisions of said sections, and any ordinances
or by-laws made thereunder, and may restrain by
injunction violations thereof.
Added by St. 1947, c. 340, § 4. Amended by St. 1953, c.
674, § 2; St.2002, c. 393, § 3.
§ 81C. Studies and reports of board; acting as
park commissioners
The planning board established under section
eighty-one A shall from time to time make careful
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studies and when necessary prepare plans of the
resources, possibilities and needs of the city or
town, and, upon the completion of any such study,
shall submit to the city council or selectmen a
report thereon, with its recommendations. A copy
of each completed study shall be furnished to the
department of housing and community develop-
ment. Said planning board shall report annually
to the city council or to the annual town meeting,
giving information regarding the condition of the
city or town and any plans or proposals for its
development and estimates of the cost thereof, and
shall at the same time furnish a copy of its report
to the department of housing and community de-
velopment. The planning board of a town estab-
lished under section eighty-one A may be author-
ized by vote of a town meeting to act as park
commissioners therein, and may be vested with all
the powers and duties of park commissioners in
towns.
Added by St. 1947, c. 340, § 4. Amended bv St. 1953, c.
409, § 7; St.1967, c. 83, § 2; St.1973, c. 795, § 1;
St.1998, c. 161, § 277.
§ 8 ID. Master plan; economic development
supplement
A planning board established in any city or town
under section eighty-one A shall make a master
plan of such city or town or such part or parts
thereof as said board may deem advisable and from
time to time may extend or perfect such plan.
Such plan shall be a statement, through text,
maps, illustrations or other forms of communica-
tion, that is designed to provide a basis for decision
making regarding the long-term physical develop-
ment of the municipality. The comprehensive plan
shall be internally consistent in its policies, fore-
casts and standards, and shall include the following
elements:
(1) Goals and policies statement which identifies
the goals and policies of the municipality for its
future growth and development. Each community
shall conduct an interactive public process, to de-
termine community values, goals and to identify
patterns of development that will be consistent
with these goals.
(2) Land use plan element which identifies pres-
ent land use and designates the proposed distribu-
tion, location and inter-relationship of public and
private land uses. This element shall relate the
proposed standards of population density and
building intensity to the capacity of land available
or planned facilities and services. A land use plan
map illustrating the land use policies of the munici-
pality shall be included.
(3) Housing element which identifies and ana-
lyzes existing and forecasted housing needs and
objectives including programs for the preservation,
improvement and development of housing. This
element shall identify policies and strategies to
provide a balance of local housing opportunities
for all citizens.
(4) Economic development element which iden-
tifies policies and strategies for the expansion or
stabilization of the local economic base and the
promotion of employment opportunities.
(5) Natural and cultural resources element
which provides an inventory of the significant natu-
ral, cultural and historic resource areas of the
municipality, and policies and strategies for the
protection and management of such areas.
(6) Open space and recreation element which
provides an inventory of recreational and resources
and open space areas of the municipality, and
policies and strategies for the management and
protection of such resources and areas.
(7) Services and facilities element which identi-
fies and analyzes existing and forecasted needs for
facilities and services used by the public.
(8) Circulation element which provides an inven-
tory of existing and proposed circulation and trans-
portation systems.
(9) Implementation program element which de-
fines and schedules the specific municipal actions
necessary to achieve the objectives of each element
of the master or study plan. Scheduled expansion
or replacement of public facilities or circulation
system components and the anticipated costs and
revenues associated with accomplishment of such
activities shall be detailed in this element. This
element shall specify the process by which the
municipality's regulatory structures shall be
amended so as to be consistent with the master
plan.
Such plan shall be made, and may be added to or
changed from time to time, by a majority vote of
such planning board and shall be public record.
The planning board shall, upon completion of any
plan or report, or any change or amendment to a
plan or report produced under this section, furnish
a copy of such plan or report or amendment there-
to, to the department of housing and community
development.
220
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 41 §81F
A city or town which has an established master
or study plan under section eighty-one A and ap-
plies for a state grant from the commonwealth
shall prepare and keep on file within such city or
town an economic development supplement; pro-
vided, however, that such city or town shall not be
required to prepare such supplement if such city or
town has a supplement on file. Such supplement
shall be at least one page in length and shall
contain the goals of the city or town with respect to
industrial or commercial development, affordable
housing, and preservation of parks and open space.
Added by St. 1947, c. 340, § 4. Amended by St. 1954, c.
643, § 1; St.1973, c. 795, § 2; St. 1990, c. 78; St.1990, c.
372; St.1998, c. 161, § 278.
§ 8 1 E. Official map; purpose; recordation
Each city or town having a planning board estab-
lished under section eighty-one A may, by action of
its city council or town meeting adopt an official
map, prepared under the direction of such plan-
ning board and showing the public ways and parks
therein as theretofore laid out and established by
law and the private ways then existing and used in
common by more than two owners. Such official
map is hereby declared to be established to con-
serve and promote the public health, safety and
general welfare. Upon the adoption of such a
map, and upon any change therein or addition
thereto made as hereinafter provided, the city or
town clerk shall forthwith file with the appropriate
registry of deeds a certificate of such action and a
copy of such map as adopted or as changed or
added to. A copy of such official map or any
change thereto, shall be furnished to the depart-
ment of housing and community development. Af-
ter a plan bearing an endorsement of approval or
accompanied by a certificate as provided in the
subdivision control law has been recorded, the
ways shown on said plan shall be and become a
part of the official map. No public water supply or
sewer or other municipal utility or improvement
shall be constructed in any public or private way in
any city or town having an official map elsewhere
than in a subdivision approved under the subdivi-
sion control law, unless such way has been placed
on or made part of such map.
No permit for the erection of any building else-
where than in a subdivision approved under the
subdivision control law in any city or town having
an official map shall be issued unless a way giving
access to the lot upon which such proposed build-
ing is to stand has been placed on or made a part
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of such map; provided, that an applicant for a
building permit which has been denied under this
section shall have the same remedy as a person
whose application for a building permit has been
denied under section eighty-one Y of this chapter.
If such law is not in effect in any city or town
adopting an official map, such city or town shall
forthwith provide a board of appeals in the manner
set forth in section eighty-one Z, which shall have
jurisdiction over appeals under this section in the
same manner as provided in sections eighty-one Y
to eighty-one AA.
Added by St.1947, c. 340, § 4. Amended by St.1953, c.
674, § 3; St.1973, c. 795, § 3; St.1998, c. 161, § 279.
§ 8 IF. Alteration of official map; damages for
injuries
A city or town so adopting an official map, by
action of its city council or town meeting, may
whenever and as often as it may deem it for the
public interest, change or add to such map so as to
place thereon lines and notations showing existing
or proposed locations, not theretofore mapped, of
new or widened public ways and new or enlarged
parks, and proposed discontinuances in whole or
in part of existing or mapped public ways and
parks. No such change or addition shall become
effective until after a public hearing in relation
thereto before the city council or a committee
thereof or before the selectmen, at which parties in
interest shall have an opportunity to be heard. At
least ten days' notice of such a public hearing shall
be given by advertisement in an official publication
of, or in a newspaper of general circulation in, the
city or town and by mailing a copy of such adver-
tisement to all owners of property abutting on such
proposed improvement or discontinuance, as ap-
pearing upon the most recent tax list. Any way,
which is not a public way, appearing on an official
map of a city or town may be modified or removed
therefrom by the planning board acting in accor-
dance with the procedure set forth in section
eighty-one W, so far as apt, provided that there is
no objection at a public hearing by any person in
interest. No such change or addition which has
not been previously recommended by the planning
board established under section eighty-one A shall
be adopted until after a report thereon by said
board, and no variance from a plan prepared or
approved by said planning board shall be made
except by a two thirds vote of all the members of a
city council, or by a two thirds vote of a town
meeting; provided, that the last mentioned require-
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ment shall be deemed to be waived in case the
matter has been referred to said board for a report
and it has failed to report within thirty days there-
after. Any person injured in his property by a
change in the official map under this section may
recover the damages so caused under chapter sev-
enty-nine.
Added by St. 1947, c. 340, § 4. Amended by St. 1953, c.
674, § 4; St.1957, c. 235.
§ 81G. Applicability of municipal planning
laws to municipal powers over public
ways and parks
Sections eighty-one A to eighty-one J, inclusive,
shall not abridge the powers of the city council or
the selectmen or any other municipal officer in
regard to public ways or parks in any manner
except as provided therein, nor shall they authorize
the taking of land or the laying out or construction
of any way or park shown on a map or plan, or the
alteration, relocation or discontinuance thereof, ex-
cept in accordance with the laws governing the
same; provided, that, after a city or town has
adopted an official map under section eighty-one E,
no public way shall be laid out, altered, relocated
or discontinued if such laying out, alteration, relo-
cation or discontinuance is not in accordance with
such official map as it then appears, unless the
proposed laying out, alteration, relocation or dis-
continuance has been referred to the planning
board established under section eighty-one A, and
such board has reported thereon, or has allowed
forty-five days to elapse after such reference, with-
out submitting its report. After a city or town has
adopted an official map under section eighty-one E,
no person shall open a way for public use, except
as provided in the subdivision control law, unless
the location of such way is in accordance with such
official map as it then appears, or has been ap-
proved by the planning board under the provisions
of this section, and in either case, the grading,
surfacing and drainage of such way has been ap-
proved by such board. Nothing in said sections
shall render a city or town liable for damages,
except such as may be sustained by entry upon
land and other acts under section eighty-one B, by
reason of changes in an official map under section
eighty-one F, or by reason of the establishment of
exterior lines under section eighty-one J.
Added by St. 1947, c. 340, § 4. Amended by St. 1953, c.
674, § 5.
§ 81H. Part of official map; laying out, alter-
ing or relocating public ways
Upon final action by the proper authorities in
laying out, altering or relocating a public way, or
in discontinuing the whole or any part thereof, or
in establishing or enlarging a public park, or clos-
ing thereof in whole or in part, the lines and
notations showing such improvement, discontinu-
ance or closing, as so established or effected, shall,
without further action by the city council or the
town meeting, be made a part of the official map, if
any, of the city or town in which such public way
or park is located.
Added by St. 1 947, c. 340, § 4.
§ 81/. Duties of municipalities having no offi-
cial map in respect to construction of
ways; reference to planning board
In a city or town having a planning board estab-
lished under section eighty-one A but which has
not adopted an official map no public way shall be
laid out, altered, relocated or discontinued, unless
the proposed laying out, alteration, relocation or
discontinuance has been referred to the planning
board of such city or town and such board has
reported thereon, or has allowed forty-five days to
elapse after such reference without submitting its
report. Any city or town having a planning board
established under section eighty-one A may, by
ordinance, by-law or vote, provide for the reference
of any other matter or class of matters to the
planning board before final action thereon, with or
without provision that final action shall not be
taken until the planning board has submitted its
report or has had a reasonable fixed time to submit
such report. Such planning board shall have full
power to make such investigations, maps and re-
ports, and recommendations in connection there-
with, relating to any of the subjects referred to it
under this section, as it deems desirable.
Added by St. 1 947, c. 340, § 4.
§ 81J. Establishment and discontinuance of ex-
terior lines of ways in municipalities
with planning boards; damages for
injuries
A city or town which has a planning board under
section eighty-one A may establish, in the manner
provided for the laying out of city or town ways,
the exterior lines of any way, the location of which
has been approved under section eighty-one G or
the subdivision control law; and thereafter no
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structure shall be erected or maintained between
the exterior lines so established, except that build-
ings or parts of buildings existing at the time of the
establishment of said lines may remain and be
maintained to such extent and under such condi-
tions as may be prescribed by such planning board.
Lines established under this section may be discon-
tinued in the manner provided for the discontinu-
ance of a highway or a city or town way. Lines so
established shall be placed on the official map, if
any, of the city or town, without further action by
the city council or town meeting, and shall be
removed therefrom if discontinued. Any person
injured in his property by the establishment of
exterior lines under this section may recover dam-
ages so caused under chapter seventy-nine.
Added by St.1947, c. 340, § 4. Amended by St.1953, c.
674, § 6; St. 1956, c. 279.
§ 8 1 K. Designation of subdivision control law
Sections eighty-one K to eighty-one GG, inclu-
sive, shall be designated and may be known as "the
subdivision control law". This designation shall,
when apt, include corresponding provisions of ear-
lier laws.
Added by St.1953, c. 674, § 7.
§ 81L. Definitions
In construing the subdivision control law, the
following words shall have the following meaning,
unless a contrary intention clearly appears:
—
"Applicant" shall include an owner or his agent
or representative, or his assigns.
"Certified by [or endorsed by] a planning board",
as applied to a plan or other instrument required
or authorized by the subdivision control law to be
recorded, shall mean, bearing a certification or
endorsement signed by a majority of the members
of a planning board, or by its chairman or clerk or
any other person authorized by it to certify or
endorse its approval or other action and named in
a written statement to the register of deeds and
recorder of the land court, signed by a majority of
the board.
"Drainage", shall mean the control of surface
water within the tract of land to be subdivided.
"Lot" shall mean an area of land in one owner-
ship, with definite boundaries, used, or available
for use, as the site of one or more buildings.
"Municipal service" shall mean public utilities
furnished by the city or town in which a subdivi-
sion is located, such as water, sewerage, gas and
electricity.
"Planning board" shall mean a planning board
established under section eighty-one A, or a board
of selectmen acting as a planning board under said
section, or a board of survey in a city or town
which has accepted the provisions of the subdivi-
sion control law as provided in section eighty-one
N or corresponding provisions of earlier laws, or
has been established by special law with powers of
subdivision control.
"Preliminary plan" shall mean a plan of a pro-
posed subdivision or resubdivision of land drawn
on tracing paper, or a print thereof, showing (a)
the subdivision name, boundaries, north point,
date, scale, legend and title "Preliminary Plan";
(b) the names of the record owner and the appli-
cant and the name of the designer, engineer or
surveyor; (c) the names of all abutters, as deter-
mined from the most recent local tax list; (d) the
existing and proposed lines of streets, ways, ease-
ments and any public areas within the subdivision
in a general manner; (e) the proposed system of
drainage, including adjacent existing natural wa-
terways, in a general manner; (f) the approximate
boundary lines of proposed lots, with approximate
areas and dimensions; (g) the names, approximate
location and widths of adjacent streets; (h) and the
topography of the land in a general manner.
"Recorded" shall mean recorded in the registry
of deeds of the county or district in which the land
in question is situated, except that, as affecting
registered land, it shall mean filed with the record-
er of the land court.
"Register of deeds" shall mean the register of
deeds of the county or district in which the land in
question, or the city or town in question, is situat-
ed, and, when appropriate, shall include the re-
corder of the land court.
"Registered mail" shall mean registered or certi-
fied mail.
"Registry of deeds" shall mean the registry of
deeds of the county or district in which the land in
question is situated, and, when appropriate, shall
include the land court.
"Subdivision" shall mean the division of a tract
of land into two or more lots and shall include
resubdivision, and, when appropriate to the con-
text, shall relate to the process of subdivision or the
land or territory subdivided; provided, however,
that the division of a tract of land into two or more
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lots shall not be deemed to constitute a subdivision
within the meaning of the subdivision control law
if, at the time when it is made, every lot within the
tract so divided has frontage on (a) a public way or
a way which the clerk of the city or town certifies
is maintained and used as a public way, or (b) a
way shown on a plan theretofore approved and
endorsed in accordance with the subdivision con-
trol law, or (c) a way in existence when the subdivi-
sion control law became effective in the city or
town in which the land lies, having, in the opinion
of the planning board, sufficient width, suitable
grades and adequate construction to provide for
the needs of vehicular traffic in relation to the
proposed use of the land abutting thereon or served
thereby, and for the installation of municipal ser-
vices to serve such land and the buildings erected
or to be erected thereon. Such frontage shall be of
at least such distance as is then required by zoning
or other ordinance or by-law, if any, of said city or
town for erection of a building on such lot, and if
no distance is so required, such frontage shall be of
at least twenty feet. Conveyances or other instru-
ments adding to, taking away from, or changing
the size and shape of, lots in such a manner as not
to leave any lot so affected without the frontage
above set forth, or the division of a tract of land on
which two or more buildings were standing when
the subdivision control law went into effect in the
city or town in which the land lies into separate
lots on each of which one of such buildings re-
mains standing, shall not constitute a subdivision.
"Subdivision control" shall mean the power of
regulating the subdivision of land granted by the
subdivision control law.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St.1955, c.
411, § 2; St. 1956, c. 282; St.1957, c. 138, § 1; St.1957,
c. 163; St.1958, c. 206, § 1; St.1961, c. 331; St.1963, c.
580; St.1965, c. 61; St.1979, c. 534.
§ 81M. Purpose of law
The subdivision control law has been enacted for
the purpose of protecting the safety, convenience
and welfare of the inhabitants of the cities and
towns in which it is, or may hereafter be, put in
effect by regulating the laying out and construction
of ways in subdivisions providing access to the
several lots therein, but which have not become
public ways, and ensuring sanitary conditions in
subdivisions and in proper cases parks and open
areas. The powers of a planning board and of a
board of appeal under the subdivision control law
shall be exercised with due regard for the provision
of adequate access to all of the lots in a subdivision
by ways that will be safe and convenient for travel;
for lessening congestion in such ways and in the
adjacent public ways; for reducing danger to life
and limb in the operation of motor vehicles; for
securing safety in the case of fire, flood, panic and
other emergencies; for insuring compliance with
the applicable zoning ordinances or by-laws; for
securing adequate provision for water, sewerage,
drainage, underground utility services, fire, police,
and other similar municipal equipment, and street
lighting and other requirements where necessary in
a subdivision; and for coordinating the ways in a
subdivision with each other and with the public
ways in the city or town in which it is located and
with the ways in neighboring subdivisions. Such
powers may also be exercised with due regard for
the policy of the commonwealth to encourage the
use of solar energy and protect the access to direct
sunlight of solar energy systems. It is the intent of
the subdivision control law that any subdivision
plan filed with the planning board shall receive the
approval of such board if said plan conforms to the
recommendation of the board of health and to the
reasonable rules and regulations of the planning
board pertaining to subdivisions of land; provided,
however, that such board may, when appropriate,
waive, as provided for in section eighty-one R, such
portions of the rules and regulations as is deemed
advisable.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St.1957, c.
265; St.1969, c. 884, § 2; St.1985, c. 637, § 8.
§ 8 IN. Territorial extent of law; acceptance by
municipalities
Except as provided in section eighty-one EE, the
subdivision control law shall be in effect in every
city, except Boston, and every town, which prior to
the first day of January, nineteen hundred and fifty-
four, established a planning board as defined in
section eighty-one L, or which after said date estab-
lishes a planning board under section eighty-one A
unless such city or town by vote of its city council
or town meeting at the time of establishment of
such board shall vote not to accept the provisions
of the subdivision control law. Any such city or
town which shall have voted not to accept such
provisions may thereafter accept such provisions in
the manner provided in section four of chapter
four, and any city or town having a board of
survey, however established, may accept such pro-
visions in such manner, and the subdivision control
law shall be similarly in effect in such cities and
224
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 41 §81P
towns. In any city or town which has not estab-
lished a planning board under section eighty-one A,
but which has a board of survey, however estab-
lished, and has prior to the first day of January,
nineteen hundred and fifty-four, accepted corre-
sponding provisions of the subdivision control law,
or shall after said date accept the provisions of the
subdivision control law in such manner, the board
of survey shall have all the powers and be subject
to all the duties of a planning board relating to
subdivision control. In every city and town in
which the subdivision control law is in effect the
provisions of sections eighty-one K to eighty-one
GG, as the same may from time to time be in force,
shall, notwithstanding any contrary or inconsistent
provision of any general or special law, apply in
such city or town irrespective of whether the board
having such powers is established under section
eighty-one A or under any other general or special
law. The subdivision control law, however, shall
not become effective in any city or town in which it
was not in effect on the first day of January, nine-
teen hundred and fifty-four, until the planning
board of such city or town shall have notified the
register of deeds and the recorder of the land court
that the city or town has accepted the provisions of
the subdivision control law and that the planning
board has adopted its rules and regulations as
provided in section eighty-one Q and shall have
furnished the said register and recorder with a
copy of the vote of the city council or town meeting
under which the provisions of the subdivision con-
trol law were accepted in such city or town, certi-
fied by the city or town clerk, and a copy of such
rules and regulations certified by said clerk.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1957, c.
146; St.1959, c. 144.
§ 810. Regulation of new subdivisions
No person shall make a subdivision of any land
in any city or town in which the subdivision control
law is in effect unless he has first submitted to the
planning board of such city or town for its approv-
al a plan of such proposed subdivision, showing the
lots into which such land is to be divided and the
ways already existing or which are to be provided
by him for furnishing access to such lots, and the
planning board has approved such plan in the
manner hereinafter provided. After the approval
of a plan the location and width of ways shown
thereon shall not be changed unless the plan is
amended accordingly as provided in section eighty-
one W; but the number, shape and size of the lots
shown on a plan so approved may, from time to
time, be changed without action by the board,
provided every lot so changed still has frontage on
a public way or way shown on a plan approved in
accordance with the subdivision control law of at
least such distance, if any, as is then required by
ordinance or by-law of said city or town for erec-
tion of a building on such lot, and if no distance is
so required, has such frontage of at least twenty
feet.
A plan shall be submitted under this section
when delivered at a meeting of the board or when
sent by registered mail to the planning board. If
so mailed, the date of receipt shall be the date of
submission of the plan.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1963, c.
804; St. 1994, c. 169.
§ 8 IP. Approval of plans not subject to control
law; procedure
Any person wishing to cause to be recorded a
plan of land situated in a city or town in which the
subdivision control law is in effect, who believes
that his plan does not require approval under the
subdivision control law, may submit his plan to the
planning board of such city or town in the manner
prescribed in section eighty-one T, and, if the board
finds that the plan does not require such approval,
it shall forthwith, without a public hearing, endorse
thereon or cause to be endorsed thereon by a
person authorized by it the words "approval under
the subdivision control law not required" or words
ol similar import with appropriate name or names
signed thereto, and such endorsement shall be con-
clusive on all persons. Such endorsement shall not
be withheld unless such plan shows a subdivision.
If the board shall determine that in its opinion the
plan requires approval, it shall within twenty-one
days of such submittal, give written notice of its
determination to the clerk of the city or town and
the person submitting the plan, and such person
may submit his plan for approval as provided by
law and the rules and regulations of the board, or
he may appeal from the determination of the board
in the manner provided in section eighty-one BB.
If the board fails to act upon a plan submitted
under this section or fails to notify the clerk of the
city or town and the person submitting the plan of
its action within twenty-one days after its submis-
sion, it shall be deemed to have determined that
approval under the subdivision control law is not
required, and it shall forthwith make such endorse-
ment on said plan, and on its failure to do so
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forthwith the city or town clerk shall issue a certifi-
cate to the same effect. The plan bearing such
endorsement or the plan and such certificate, as
the case may be, shall be delivered by the planning
board, or in case of the certificate, by the city or
town clerk, to the person submitting such plan.
The planning board of a city or town which has
authorized any person, other than a majority of the
board, to endorse on a plan the approval of the
board or to make any other certificate under the
subdivision control law, shall transmit a written
statement to the register of deeds and the recorder
of the land court, signed by a majority of the board,
giving the name of the person so authorized.
The endorsement under this section may include
a statement of the reason approval is not required.
Added by St.1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St.1955, c.
326, §§ 1, 2; St.1957, c. 293, §§ 1, 2; St.1960, c. 197;
St.1961, c. 332; St.1963, c. 363, § 1; St.1987, c. 122.
§ 81Q. Planning board; adoption of rules and
regulations
After a public hearing, notice of the time and
place of which, and of the subject matter, sufficient
for identification, shall be published in a newspa-
per of general circulation in the city or town once
in each of two successive weeks, the first publica-
tion to be not less than fourteen days before the
day of the hearing or if there is no such newspaper
in such city or town then by posting such notice in
a conspicuous place in the city or town hall for a
period of not less than fourteen days before the day
of such hearing, a planning board shall adopt, and,
in the same manner, may, from time to time,
amend, reasonable rules and regulations relative to
subdivision control not inconsistent with the subdi-
vision control law or with any other provisions of a
statute or of any valid ordinance or by-law of the
city or town. Such rules and regulations may
prescribe the size, form, contents, style and num-
ber of copies of plans and the procedure for the
submission and approval thereof, and shall be such
as to enable the person submitting the plan to
comply with the requirements of the register of
deeds for the recording of the same, and to assure
the board of a copy for its files; and shall set forth
the requirements of the board with respect to the
location, construction, width and grades of the
proposed ways shown on a plan and the installa-
tion of municipal services therein, which require-
ments shall be established in such manner as to
carry out the purposes of the subdivision control
law as set forth in section eighty-one M. Such
rules and regulations shall not require referral of a
subdivision plan to any other board or person prior
to its submission to the planning board. In estab-
lishing such requirements regarding ways, due re-
gard shall be paid to the prospective character of
different subdivisions, whether open residence,
dense residence, business or industrial, and the
prospective amount of travel upon the various ways
therein, and to adjustment of the requirements
accordingly; provided, however, that in no case
shall a city or town establish rules or regulations
regarding the laying out, construction, alteration,
or maintenance of ways within a particular subdi-
vision which exceed the standards and criteria
commonly applied by that city or town to the
laying out, construction, alteration, or maintenance
of its publicly financed ways located in similarly
zoned districts within such city or town. Such
rules and regulations may set forth a requirement
that a turnaround be provided at the end of the
approved portion of a way which does not connect
with another way. Any easement in any turn-
around shown on a plan approved under the subdi-
vision control law which arises after January first,
nineteen hundred and sixty, other than an ease-
ment appurtenant to a lot abutting the turnaround,
shall terminate upon the approval and recording of
a plan showing extension of said way, except in
such portion of said turnaround as is included in
said extension, and the recording of a certificate by
the planning board of the construction of such
extension. Such rules and regulations may set
forth a requirement that underground distribution
systems be provided for any and all utility services,
including electrical and telephone services, as may
be specified in such rules and regulations, and may
set forth a requirement that poles and any associat-
ed overhead structures, of a design approved by the
planning board, be provided for use for police and
fire alarm boxes and any similar municipal equip-
ment and for use for street lighting. The rules and
regulations may encourage the use of solar energy
systems and protect to the extent feasible the ac-
cess to direct sunlight of solar energy systems.
Such rules and regulations may include standards
for the orientation of new streets, lots and build-
ings; building set back requirements from property
lines; limitations on the type, height and place-
ment, of vegetation; and restrictive covenants pro-
tecting solar access not inconsistent with existing
local ordinances or by-laws. Except in so far as it
may reauire compliance with the requirements of
existing zoning ordinances or by-laws, no rule or
regulation shall relate to the size, shape, width,
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frontage or use of lots within a subdivision, or to
the buildings which may be constructed thereon, or
shall be inconsistent with the regulations and re-
quirements of any other municipal board acting
within its jurisdiction. No rule or regulation shall
require, and no planning board shall impose, as a
condition for the approval of a plan of a subdivi-
sion, that any of the land within said subdivision be
dedicated to the public use, or conveyed or re-
leased to the commonwealth or to the county, city
or town in which the subdivision is located, for use
as a public way, public park or playground, or for
any other public purpose, without just compensa-
tion to the owner thereof. The rules and regula-
tions may, however, provide that not more than
one building designed or available for use for
dwelling purposes shall be erected or placed or
converted to use as such on any lot in a subdivi-
sion, or elsewhere in the city or town, without the
consent of the planning board, and that such con-
sent may be conditional upon the providing of
adequate ways furnishing access to each site for
such building, in the same manner as otherwise
required for lots within a subdivision. A true copy
of the rules and regulations, with their most recent
amendments, shall be kept on file available for
inspection in the office of the planning board of the
city or town by which they were adopted, and in
the office of the clerk of such city or town. A copy
certified by such clerk of any such rules and regu-
lations, or any amendment thereof, adopted after
the first day of January, nineteen hundred and fifty-
four shall be transmitted forthwith by such plan-
ning board to the register of deeds and recorder of
the land court. Once a definitive plan has been
submitted to a planning board, and written notice
has been given to the city or town clerk pursuant to
section eighty-one T and until final action has been
taken thereon by the planning board or the time for
such action prescribed by section eighty-one U has
elapsed, the rules and regulations governing such
plan shall be those in effect relative to subdivision
control at the time of the submission of such plan.
When a preliminary plan referred to in section
eighty-one S has been submitted to a planning
board, and written notice of the submission of such
plan has been given to the city or town clerk, such
preliminary plan and the definitive plan evolved
therefrom shall be governed by the rules and regu-
lations relative to subdivision control in effect at
the time of the submission of the preliminary plan,
provided that the definitive plan is duly submitted
within seven months from the date on which the
preliminary plan was submitted.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1955, c.
370; St. 1956, c. 307; St.1957, c. 139; St. 1958, c. 206,
§ 3; St.1959, c. 410; St.1960, c. 196; St.1960, c. 417;
Si. 1965, c. 64; St.1969, c. 884, § 3; St.1981, c. 459;
St. 1985, c. 637, § 9; St. 1992, c. 133, § 372; St. 1996, c.
450, § 98.
§ 8 1 R. Waiver of strict compliance with rules
and regulations
A planning board may in any particular case,
where such action is in the public interest and not
inconsistent with the intent and purpose of the
subdivision control law, waive strict compliance
with its rules and regulations, and with the front-
age or access requirements specified in said law,
and may, where the ways are not otherwise
deemed adequate, approve a plan on conditions
limiting the lots upon which buildings may be
erected and the number of buildings that may be
erected on particular lots and the length of time for
which particular buildings may be maintained
without further consent by the planning board to
the access provided. The planning board shall
endorse such conditions on the plan to which they
relate, or set them forth in a separate instrument
attached thereto to which reference is made on
such plan and which shall for the purpose of the
subdivision control law be deemed to be a part of
the plan.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1955, c.
411, § 1.
§ 8 IS. Submission of preliminary plan; ap-
proval or disapproval; recording
In the case of a subdivision showing lots in a
residential zone, any person, before submitting his
definitive plan for approval, may submit to the
planning board and to the board of health, a pre-
liminary plan, and shall give written notice to the
clerk of such city or town by delivery or by regis-
tered mail, postage prepaid, that he has submitted
such plan.
In the case of a nonresidential subdivision, any
person before submitting his definitive plan for
approval shall submit to the planning board and
the board of health, a preliminary plan, and shall
give notice to the clerk of such city or town by
delivery or by registered mail, postage prepaid,
that he has submitted such plan.
In either case, if the notice is given by delivery,
the city or town clerk shall, if requested, give a
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written receipt therefor. Within forty-five days af-
ter submission of a preliminary plan, each board
shall notify the applicant and the clerk of the city
or town, by certified mail, either that the plan has
been approved, or that the plan has been approved
with modifications suggested by the board or
agreed upon by the person submitting the plan, or
that the plan has been disapproved and in the case
of disapproval, the board shall state in detail its
reasons therefor. The planning board shall notify
the city or town clerk of its approval or disapprov-
al, as the case may be. Except as is otherwise
provided, the provisions of the subdivision control
law relating to a plan shall not be applicable to a
preliminary plan, and no register or ' deeds shall
record a preliminary plan.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1957, c.
138, § 2; St.1958, c. 206, § 2; St.1959, c. 189; St. 1963,
c. 206; St.1964, c. 105, § 1; St.1986, c. 699, § 1.
1 So in enrolled bill; probably should read "of".
§ 8 IT. Notice of submission of plan; hearing
Every person submitting a definitive plan of land
to the planning board of a city or town for its
approval or for a determination that approval is
not required shall give written notice to the clerk of
such city or town by delivery or by registered mail,
postage prepaid, that he has submitted such a plan.
If the notice is given by delivery the clerk shall, if
requested, give a written receipt therefor to the
person who delivered such notice. Such notice
shall describe the land to which the plan relates
sufficiently for identification, and shall state the
date when such plan was submitted and the name
and address of the owner of such land; and the
facts stated in such notice shall be taken by the city
or town clerk as true, unless the contrary is made
to appear. Before approval, modification and ap-
proval, or disapproval of the definitive plan is giv-
en, a public hearing shall be held by the planning
board, notice of the time and place of which and of
the subject matter, sufficient for identification,
shall be given by the planning board at the expense
of the applicant by advertisement in a newspaper
of general circulation in the city or town once in
each of two successive weeks, the first publication
being not less than fourteen days before the day of
such hearing or if there is no such newspaper in
such city or town then by posting such notice in a
conspicuous place in the city or town hall for a
period of not less than fourteen days before the day
of such hearing, and by mailing a copy of such
advertisement to the applicant and to all owners of
land abutting upon the land included in such plan
as appearing on the most recent tax list; provided,
however, that when the planning board is also the
special permit granting authority for a special per-
mit applicable to the plan, the planning board may
hold the definitive plan public hearing together
with the public hearing required by section 9 of
chapter 40A and allow for the publication of a
single advertisement giving notice of the consoli-
dated hearing.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1957, c.
122; St. 1960, c. 266, § 1; St.1962, c. 207, § 1; St.1963,
c. 363, § 2; St.2008, c. 239, § 2, eff. Nov. 2, 2008.
§ 81U. Approval, modification or disapproval
of plan by board; prerequisites for
decision
When a definitive plan of a subdivision is submit-
ted to the planning board, as provided in section
eighty-one O, a copy thereof shall also be filed with
the board of health or board or officer having like
powers and duties. Such health board or officer
shall, within forty-five days after the plan is so
filed, report to the planning board in writing, ap-
proval or disapproval of said plan, and, in the event
of disapproval, shall make specific findings as to
which, if any, areas shown on such plan cannot be
used for building sites without injury to the public
health, and include such specific findings and the
reasons therefor in such report, and where possi-
ble, shall make recommendations for the adjust-
ments thereof. Failure of such board or officer to
report shall be deemed approval by such board or
officer. Such health board or officer shall send a
copy of such report, if any, to the person who
submitted said plan. When the definitive plan
shows that no public or community sewer is to be
installed to serve any lot thereon, approval by a
board of health or officer shall not be treated as,
nor deemed to be approval of a permit for the
construction and use on any lot of an individual
sewage system; and approval of a definitive plan
for a subdivision by a board of health or officer
shall not be treated as, nor deemed to be, an
application for a permit to construct or use an
individual sewage system on any lot contained
therein.
After the hearing required by section eighty-one
T and after the report of said health board or
officer or lapse of forty-five days without such
report, the planning board shall approve, or, if
such plan does not comply with the subdivision
control law or the rules and regulations of the
planning board or the recommendations of the
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health board or officer, shall modify and approve
or shall disapprove such plan. In the event of
disapproval, the planning board shall state in detail
wherein the plan does not conform to the rules and
regulations of the planning board or the recom-
mendations of the health board or officer and shall
revoke its disapproval and approve a plan which,
as amended conforms to such rules and regulations
or recommendations. The planning board shall
file a certificate of its action with the city or town
clerk, a copy of which shall be recorded by him in
a book kept for the purpose, and shall send notice
of such action by registered mail, postage prepaid,
to the applicant at his address stated on the appli-
cation.
If the report of the board of health or board or
officer having like powers and duties shall so re-
quire, the approval by the planning board shall be
on condition that no building or structure shall be
built or placed upon the areas designated without
consent by such board of health or officer. In the
event approval by the board of health or board or
officer having like powers and duties is by failure
to make a report, the planning board shall note on
the plan that health approval is by failure to report.
In the case of a nonresidential subdivision where
a preliminary plan has been duly submitted and
acted upon or where forty-five days has elapsed
since submission of the said preliminary plan, and
then a definitive plan is submitted, the failure of a
planning board either to take final action or to file
with the city or town clerk a certificate of such
action regarding the definitive plan submitted by
an applicant within ninety days after such submis-
sion, or such further time as may be agreed upon
at the written request of the applicant, shall be
deemed to be an approval thereof. Notice of such
extension of time shall be filed forthwith by the
planning board with the city or town clerk.
In the case of a subdivision showing lots in a
residential zone, where a preliminary plan has
been acted upon by the planning board or where at
least forty-five days has elapsed since submission of
the preliminary plan, an applicant may file a defini-
tive plan. The failure of a planning board either to
take final action or to file with the city or town
clerk a certificate of such action on the definitive
plan within ninety days after such submission, or
such further time as may be agreed upon at the
written request of the applicant, shall be deemed to
be an approval thereof. Notice of such extension
of time shall be filed forthwith by the planning
board with the city or town clerk.
In the case of a subdivision showing lots in a
residential zone, where no preliminary plan has
been submitted and acted upon or where forty-five
days has not elapsed since submission of such
preliminary plan, and a definitive plan is submit-
ted, the failure of a planning board either to take
final action or to file with the city or town clerk a
certificate of such action regarding the definitive
plan submitted by an applicant within one hundred
thirty-five days after such submission, or such fur-
ther time as may be agreed upon at the written
request of the applicant, shall be deemed to be an
approval thereof. Notice of such extension of time
shall be filed forthwith by the planning board with
the city or town clerk.
Before endorsement of its approval of a plan, a
planning board shall require that the construction
of ways and the installation of municipal services
be secured by one, or in part by one and in part by
another, of the methods described in the following
clauses (1), (2), (3) and (4) which method or combi-
nation of methods may be selected and from time
to time varied by the applicant:
(1) By a proper bond, sufficient in the opinion of
the planning board to secure performance of the
construction of ways and the installation of munici-
pal services required for lots in the subdivision
shown on the plan, and the planning board may
require that the applicant specify the time within
which such construction shall be completed.
(2) By a deposit of money or negotiable securi-
ties, sufficient in the opinion of the planning board
to secure performance of the construction of ways
and the installation of municipal services required
for lots in the subdivision shown on the plan, and
the planning board may require that the applicant
specify the time within which such construction
shall be completed.
(3) By a covenant, executed and duly recorded
by the owner of record, running with the land,
whereby such ways and services shall be provided
to serve any lot before such lot may be built upon
or conveyed, other than by mortgage deed; provid-
ed, that a mortgagee who acquires title to the
mortgaged premises by foreclosure or otherwise
and any succeeding owner of such premises or part
thereof may sell any such lot, subject to that por-
tion of the covenant which provides that no lot
shall be built upon until such ways and services
have been provided to serve such lot; and provid-
ed, further, that nothing herein shall be deemed to
prohibit a conveyance by a single deed, subject to
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such covenant, of either the entire parcel of land
shown on the subdivision plan or of all lots not
previously released by the planning board. A deed
of any part of the subdivision in violation hereof
shall be voidable by the grantee prior to the release
of the covenant but not later than three years from
the date of such deed.
(4) By delivery to the planning board of an
agreement executed after the recording of a first
mortgage covering the premises shown on the plan
or a portion thereof given as security for advances
to be made to the applicant by the lender, which
agreement shall be executed by the applicant and
the lender and shall provide for the retention by
the lender of funds sufficient in the opinion of the
planning board and otherwise due the applicant, to
secure the construction of ways and the installation
of municipal services. Said agreement shall also
provide for a schedule of disbursements which may
be made to the applicant upon completion of vari-
ous stages of the work, and shall further provide
that in the event the work is not completed within
the time set forth by the applicant, any funds re-
maining undisbursed shall be available for comple-
tion.
Any covenant given under the preceding para-
graph and any condition required by the health
board or officer shall be either inscribed on the
plan or contained in a separate document, referred
to on the plan.
The penal sum of any such bond held under
clause (1) or any deposit held under clause (2) or
any amount of funds retained pursuant to an agree-
ment under clause (4) shall bear a direct and
reasonable relationship to the expected cost includ-
ing the effects of inflation, necessary to complete
the subject work. Such amount or amounts shall
from time to time be reduced so that the amount
bonded, deposited or retained continues to reflect
the actual expected cost of work remaining to be
completed.
Upon the completion of the construction of ways
and the installation of municipal services in accor-
dance with the rules and regulations of the plan-
ning board, security for the performance of which
was given by bond, deposit or covenant, or upon
the performance of any covenant with respect to
any lot, the applicant shall send by registered mail
to the city or town clerk and the planning board a
written statement that the said construction or
installation in connection with which such bond,
deposit or covenant has been given has been com-
pleted in accordance with said rules and regula-
tions, such statement to contain the address of the
applicant. If the planning board determines that
said construction or installation has been complet-
ed, it shall release the interest of the town in such
bond and return the bond or the deposit to the
person who furnished the same, or release the
covenant by appropriate instrument, duly acknowl-
edged, which may be recorded. If the board deter-
mines that said construction or installation has not
been completed, it shall specify in a notice sent by
registered mail to the applicant and to the clerk of
the city or town the details wherein said construc-
tion or installation fails to comply with its rules
and regulations and upon failure so to do within
forty-five days after the receipt by said clerk of said
statement all obligations under the bond shall
cease and terminate by operation of law, any de-
posit shall be returned and any such covenant shall
become void. In the event that said forty-five day
period expires without such specification, or with-
out the release and return of the bond or return of
the deposit or release of the covenant as aforesaid,
the said clerk shall issue a certificate to such effect,
duly acknowledged, which may be recorded.
Any such bond may be enforced and any such
deposit may be applied by the planning board for
the benefit of such city or town, as provided in
section eighty-one Y, upon failure of the perform-
ance for which any such bond or deposit was given
to the extent of the reasonable cost to such city or
town of completing such construction and installa-
tion.
In any town which accepts the provisions of this
paragraph, the proceeds of any such bond or de-
posit shall be made available to the town for expen-
diture to meet the cost and expenses of the munici-
pality in completing the work as specified in the
approved plan. If such proceeds do not exceed
one hundred thousand dollars, the expenditure
may be made without specific appropriation under
section fifty-three of chapter forty-four; provided,
however, that such expenditure is approved by the
board of selectmen. The provisions of this para-
graph shall not apply to cities or to towns having
town councils.
Before approval of a plan by a planning board,
said board shall also in proper cases require the
plan to show a park or parks suitably located for
playground or recreation purposes or for providing
light and air and not unreasonable in area in
relation to the area of the land being subdivided
and the prospective uses of such land, and if so
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determined said board shall by appropriate en-
dorsement on the plan require that no building
may be erected on such park or parks for a period
of not more than three years without its approval.
Added by Si. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1955, c.
324; St. 1958, c. 377, § 1; St. 1960, c. 153; St.1960, c.
266, § 2; St.1963, c. 299; St. 1963, c. 581; St. 1964, c.
105, §2; St.1965, c. 62; St.1967, c. 567; St. 1 972, c. 749,
§§ 1, 2; St.1978, c. 422, §§ 1, 2; St. 1981, c. 421, §§ 1 to
3; St.1986, c. 699, § 2; St.1987, c. 236; St.1988, c. 245;
St. 1990, c. 177, § 125.
§ 81V. Final approval of plan; endorsements;
certificate
In case of approval of a plan by action of the
planning board, after the expiration of twenty days
without notice of appeal to the superior court or
the land court, or if appeal has been taken after the
entry of a final decree of the court sustaining the
approval of such plan, the planning board shall
cause to be made upon the plan a written endorse-
ment of its approval. In case of the approval of a
plan by reason of the failure of the planning board
to act within the time prescribed, the city or town
clerk shall, after the expiration of twenty days
without notice of appeal to the superior court or
the land court, or, if appeal has been taken, after
receipt of certified records of the superior court or
the land court indicating that such approval has
become final, issue a certificate stating the date of
the submission of the plan for approval, the fact
that the planning board failed to take final action
and that the approval resulting from such failure
has become final. The plan bearing such endorse-
ment or the plan and such certificate, as the case
may be, shall be delivered by the planning board,
or, in the case of the certificate, by the city or town
clerk, to the person who submitted such plan.
Except as provided in section eighty-one E, the
existence of an official map in a city or town shall
not affect the operation of the subdivision control
law therein.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St.2002, c.
393, § 4.
§ 81W. Modification, amendment or rescission
of approval of plan; conditions
A planning board, on its own motion or on the
petition of any person interested, shall have power
to modify, amend or rescind its approval of a plan
of a subdivision, or to require a change in a plan as
a condition of its retaining the status of an ap-
proved plan. All of the provisions of the subdivi-
sion control law relating to the submission and
approval of a plan of a subdivision shall, so far as
apt, be applicable to the approval of the modifica-
tion, amendment or rescission of such approval
and to a plan which has been changed under this
section.
No modification, amendment or rescission of the
approval of a plan of a subdivision or changes in
such plan shall affect the lots in such subdivision
which have been sold or mortgaged in good faith
and for a valuable consideration subsequent to the
approval of the plan, or any rights appurtenant
thereto, without the consent of the owner of such
lots, and of the holder of the mortgage or mortgag-
es, if any, thereon; provided, however, that nothing
herein shall be deemed to prohibit such modifica-
tion, amendment or rescission when there has been
a sale to a single grantee of either the entire parcel
of land shown on the subdivision plan or of all the
lots not previously released by the planning board.
So far as unregistered land is affected, no modifi-
cation, amendment or rescission of the approval of
a plan nor change in a plan under this section shall
take effect until (1) the plan as originally approved,
or a copy thereof, and a certified copy of the vote of
the planning board making such modification,
amendment, rescission or change, and any addi-
tional plan referred to in such vote, have been
recorded, (2) an endorsement has been made on
the plan originally approved as recorded referring
to such vote and where it is recorded, and (3) such
vote is indexed in the grantor index under the
names of the owners of record of the land affected.
So far as registered land is affected, no modifica-
tion, amendment or rescission of the approval of a
plan nor change in a plan under this section shall
take effect, until such modification, amendment or
change has been verified by the land court pursu-
ant to chapter one hundred and eighty-five, and in
case of rescission, or modification, amendment or
change not so verified, until ordered by the court
pursuant to section one hundred and fourteen of
said chapter one hundred and eighty-five.
Added by St.1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St.1973, c.
605; St.1977, c. 473.
§ 8 IX. Requirements for registration of plan
No register of deeds shall record any plan show-
ing a division of a tract of land into two or more
lots, and ways, whether existing or proposed, pro-
viding access thereto, in a city or town in which
the subdivision control law is in force unless (1)
such plan bears an endorsement of the planning
board of such city or town that such plan has been
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approved by such planning board, and a certificate
by the clerk of such city or town, is endorsed on
the plan, or is separately recorded and referred to
on said plan, that no notice of appeal was received
during the twenty days next after receipt and re-
cording of notice from the planning board of the
approval of the plan, or, if an appeal was taken,
that a final decree has been entered by the court
sustaining the approval of the plan, or (2) such
plan bears an endorsement of the planning board
that approval of such plan is not required, as
provided in section eighty-one P, or (3) the plan is
accompanied by a certificate of the clerk of such
city or town that it is a plan which has been
approved by reason of the failure of the planning
board to act thereon within the time prescribed, as
provided in sections eighty-one U and eighty-one V,
or that it is a plan submitted pursuant to section
eighty-one P and that it has been determined by
failure of the planning board to act thereon within
the prescribed time that approval is not required,
and a reference to the book and page where such
certificate is recorded is made on said plan; and,
unless, in case of plans approved, the endorsement
or certificate is dated within six months of the date
of the recording, or there is also endorsed thereon
or recorded therewith and referred to thereon a
certificate of the planning board or city or town
clerk, dated within thirty days of the recording,
that the approval has not been modified, amended
or rescinded, nor the plan changed. Such certifi-
cate shall upon application be made by the board
of by the clerk unless the records of the board or
clerk receiving the application show that there has
been such modification, amendment, rescission or
change. The planning board of a city or town
which has authorized any person, other than a
majority of the board, to endorse on a plan the
approval of the board or to make any other certifi-
cate under the subdivision control law, shall trans-
mit a written statement to the register of deeds and
the recorder of the land court, signed by a majority
of the board, giving the name of the person so
authorized.
The contents of any such endorsement of the
planning board or certificate by the clerk of the city
or town shall be final and conclusive on all parties,
subject to the provisions of section eighty-one W.
Such register and recorder shall each keep in a
place open for public inspection a book which shall
be a public record in which the name of each city
or town in which, according to notices sent him by
the board having powers of subdivision control in
such city or town the subdivision control law is or
may be in effect, shall be separately indexed and in
which shall be entered all notices from such board
or the board of appeal of such city or town relating
to subdivision control, including copies of the rules
and regulations of such boards. Such register and
recorder may each accept for record any plan of
land, otherwise appropriate for record, in a city or
town of which the board having powers of subdivi-
sion control has not sent him notice that the subdi-
vision control law is in effect in such city or town,
without requiring the approval of the planning
board of such city or town, or a certificate that no
approval is necessary.
Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this
section, the register of deeds shall accept for re-
cording and the land court shall accept with a
petition for registration or confirmation of title any
plan bearing a certificate by a registered land sur-
veyor that the property lines shown are the lines
dividing existing ownerships, and the lines of
streets and ways shown are those of public or
private streets or ways already established, and
that no new lines for division of existing ownership
or for new ways are shown. The recording of any
such plan shall not relieve any owner from compli-
ance with the provisions of the subdivision control
law or of any other applicable provision of law.
No register of deeds or recorder of the land court
shall accept for record a notice of modification,
amendment or rescission of approval of a plan of a
subdivision unless such notice contains a statement
by the planning board that such modification,
amendment or rescission does not affect any lot or
rights appurtenant thereto in such subdivision
which lot was conveyed or mortgaged in good faith
and for valuable consideration subsequent to the
approval of the subdivision plan.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1958, c.
207; St. 1960, c. 189; St.1962, c. 313; St. 1966, c. 380;
St.1967, c. 248.
§ 81Y. Restrictions on construction of public
ways, improvements and buildings;
liability of grantors, etc.; court juris-
diction
In any city or town in which the subdivision
control law is in effect, no public way shall be laid
out, accepted or constructed, and no municipal
service or improvement shall be constructed in a
way within a subdivision, to serve the land therein,
unless such way appears on a plan of such subdivi-
sion approved under such law, except by or in
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accordance with the affirmative vote of two thirds
of those present and voting at a meeting of the city
council or at a town meeting.
In any city or town in which the subdivision
control law is in effect, the board or officer, if any,
having the power and duty to issue permits for the
erection of buildings shall not issue any permit for
the erection of a building until first satisfied that
the lot on which the building is to be erected is not
within a subdivision, or that a way furnishing the
access to such lot as required by the subdivision
control law is shown on a plan recorded or entitled
to be recorded under section eighty-one X, and that
any condition endorsed thereon limiting the right
to erect or maintain buildings on such lot have
been satisfied, or waived by the planning board,
and in the event that the planning board has by
rule or regulation required that not more than one
building for dwelling purposes be erected or placed
or converted to use as such on any lot without its
consent, until satisfied that such consent has been
obtained. In any city or town in which the subdivi-
sion control law is in effect in which there is no
board or officer having the power and duty to issue
permits for the erection of buildings, no building
shall be erected within a subdivision without writ-
ten permission from the planning board of the city
or town. Such permission shall be given when it
appears that the subdivision control law, so far as
applicable, has been complied with. If, however,
the enforcement of the foregoing provisions of this
paragraph would entail practical difficulty or un-
necessary hardship, and if the circumstances of the
case do not require that the building be related to a
way shown on such plan, the board of appeal
provided for in section eighty-one Z shall have
power by vote of a majority of its members to issue
a permit for the erection of such building, subject
to the provisions of said section eighty-one Z and
sections eighty-one AA and eighty-one BB.
If a subdivision of land has been made in a city
or town while the subdivision control law is in
effect in such city or town without a plan thereof
recorded or entitled to be recorded under section
eighty-one K, the person or persons executing and
delivering the deed, mortgage or other instrument
by which such subdivision was made shall be liable
to each owner of such land or any part thereof who
acquired title without notice or knowledge of such
division having been made, for all damages sus-
tained by such owner by reason of such failure to
comply, in an action brought within one year after
such delivery. Any person owning a lot in a subdi-
vision, approval of which was required by the sub-
division control law but not obtained, who did not
make the subdivision and acquired title without
notice or knowledge of the lack of such approval,
may submit a plan of said lot and of the ways
giving access thereto to the planning board, and
such plan shall be acted upon in the same manner
and with the same effect, so far as affects said lot
and the rights of access appurtenant thereto, as a
plan of a subdivision.
The superior court for the county in which the
land affected by any of the provisions of the subdi-
vision control law lies and the land court shall have
jurisdiction in equity on petition of the planning
board of a city or town, or of ten taxable inhabit-
ants thereof, to review any action of any municipal
board or officer of such city or town in disregard of
the provisions of this section and to annul and
enjoin such action, to enjoin the erection of a
building in violation of this section, and otherwise
to enforce the provisions of the subdivision control
law and any rules or regulations lawfully adopted
and conditions on the approval of a plan lawfully
imposed thereunder, and may restrain by injunc-
tion violations thereof or make such decrees as
justice and equity may require. No proceeding
under this paragraph shall be instituted more than
one year after the act or failure to act upon which
such petition is based.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St.2002, c.
393, § 5.
§ 81Z. Board of appeals; membership; tenure;
removal; vacancies; jurisdiction
A city or town in which the subdivision control
law is in effect shall, by ordinance or by-law, pro-
vide for a board of appeals, which shall have juris-
diction to issue a permit for the erection of a
building under section eighty-one Y. Such board
of appeals may be the existing board of appeals
under the local building or zoning ordinance or by-
law; provided, that if the board of appeals under
the local zoning ordinance or by-law in any city or
town is also the planning board in such city or
town, it shall not act as a board of appeals under
the subdivision control law. The mayor or select-
men shall appoint the members of the board of
appeals within three months of the adoption of the
ordinance or by-law. Pending appointment of the
members of the board of appeals the city council or
selectmen shall act as a board of appeals. Any
board of appeals newly established hereunder shall
consist of at least three members, who shall be
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appointed in a city by the mayor subject to the
confirmation of the city council, or in a town by the
selectmen, for terms of such length and so ar-
ranged that the term of one member shall expire
each year; and said board shall elect annually a
chairman from its own members and a clerk. Any
board so newly established may also act as a board
of appeals under the local building or zoning ordi-
nance or by-law, or under both.
Any member of such a board of appeals may be
removed for cause by the appointing authority
upon written charges and after a public hearing.
Vacancies shall be filled for unexpired terms in the
same manner as in the case of original appoint-
ments. Ordinances or by-laws adopted hereunder
may provide for the appointment in like manner of
associate members of the board of appeals; and
the chairman of the board may designate any such
associate member to sit on the board in case of the
absence, inability to act or interest on the part of a
member thereof, or in the event of a vacancy on
said board may designate any such associate mem-
ber to sit as a member of the board until said
vacancy is filled in the manner provided in this
section.
Added by St.1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St.1957, c.
134; St.1958, c. 201.
§ 81AA. Board of appeals; rules; meetings;
powers and duties; hearings
The board of appeals appointed under section
eighty-one Z shall adopt rules not inconsistent with
this section and sections eighty-one Y and eighty-
one Z, for conducting its business and otherwise
carrying out the purposes of said sections. Meet-
ings of the board shall be held at the call of the
chairman and also when called in such other man-
ner as it shall determine in its rules. Such chair-
man, or, in his absence, the acting chairman, may
administer oaths, summon witnesses and call for
the production of papers. All hearings of the
board shall be open to the public. The board shall
cause to be made a detailed record of its proceed-
ings, showing the vote of each member upon each
question, or, if any member is absent or fails to
vote, indicating such fact, and setting forth clearly
the reason or reasons for its decisions, and of its
other official acts, copies of all of which shall be
immediately filed in the office of the city or town
clerk and shall be public records.
Before taking any action under section eighty-
one Y, the board of appeals shall hold a hearing at
which parties in interest shall have an opportunity
to be heard, in person or by agent or attorney.
Notice of the time and place of such hearing and of
the subject matter, sufficient for identification,
shall be published in a newspaper of general circu-
lation in the city or town once in each of two
successive weeks, the first publication to be not less
than fourteen days before the day of the hearing or
if there is no such newspaper in such city or town
then by posting such notice in a conspicuous place
in the city or town hall for a period of not less than
fourteen days before the day of such hearing. The
board may require the appellant to pay the expense
of giving such notice. The board may, as a condi-
tion of granting a permit under section eighty-one
Y, impose reasonable requirements designed to
promote the health, convenience, safety and gener-
al welfare of the community and to benefit the city
or town.
Added by St.1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1960, c.
198; St.1962, c. 207, § 2.
§ 8 IBB. Appeal to superior court; counsel;
costs; surety or bond; speedy trial
Any person, whether or not previously a party to
the proceedings, or any municipal officer or board,
aggrieved by a decision of a board of appeals under
section eighty-one Y, or by any decision of a plan-
ning board concerning a plan of a subdivision of
land, or by the failure of such a board to take final
action concerning such a plan within the required
time, may appeal to the superior court for the
county in which said land is situated or to the land
court; provided, that such appeal is entered within
twenty days after such decision has been recorded
in the office of the city or town clerk or within
twenty days after the expiration of the required
time as aforesaid, as the case may be, and notice of
such appeal is given to such city or town clerk so
as to be received within such twenty days. The
court shall hear all pertinent evidence and deter-
mine the facts, and upon the facts so determined,
shall annul such decision if found to exceed the
authority of such board, or make such other decree
as justice and equity may require. The foregoing
remedy shall be exclusive, but the parties shall
have all rights of appeal and exceptions as in other
equity cases.
A city or town may provide any municipal officer
or board with legal counsel for appealing, as pro-
vided in this section, a decision of a board of
appeals or a planning board and for taking such
other subsequent action as parties in other equity
cases are permitted to take.
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Costs shall not be allowed against the planning
board or board of appeals unless it shall appear
that such board acted with gross negligence or in
bad faith.
The court shall require nonmunicipal appellants
to post a surety or cash bond in a sum of not less
than two thousand nor more than fifteen thousand
dollars to secure the payment of any costs incurred
by the appellee as a result of the appeal of a
decision approving a subdivision plan if it appears
to the court that said appellant or appellants acted
in bad faith or with malice in making the appeal to
the court.
All issues in any proceeding under this section
may be advanced for speedy trial over other civil
actions and proceedings.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7. Amended by St. 1955, c.
348; St.1957, c. 199, § 2; St.1982, c. 533, § 2; St.1985,
c. 492, § 2; St.2002, c. 393, § 6.
§ 8 ICC. Powers of planning boards; entry on
lands
Planning boards and their officers and agents
may, as far as they deem it necessary in carrying
out the subdivision control law, enter upon any
lands and there make examinations and surveys
and place and maintain monuments and marks.
Added by St. 1 953, c. 674, § 7.
§ 81DD. Application of law; damages
The subdivision control law shall not abridge the
powers of the city council, of the selectmen, or any
other municipal officer, in regard to public ways in
any manner except as herein provided, and shall
not authorize the taking of land nor authorize a
city or town to lay out or construct any way which
may be indicated on any plan of a subdivision until
such way has been laid out as a public way in the
manner prescribed by law; nor shall action under
such law render a city or town liable for damages;
provided, however, any person injured in his prop-
erty by reason of the modification, amendment or
rescission of the approval of a plan under section
eighty-one W without his consent in writing, or by
entry of his land not within the limits of a subdivi-
sion as shown on a preliminary or definitive plan
submitted by him for approval, may recover the
damages so caused under chapter seventy-nine.
The modification, amendment or rescission of the
approval of a plan shall not entitle any person to
damages, unless and to the extent that he shall
have changed his position or made expenditures in
reliance upon such approval. No damages shall be
awarded for the modification, amendment or re-
scission of the approval of a plan obtained as a
result of material misrepresentation of facts,
whether willful or otherwise, by the persons sub-
mitting the plan.
Added by St. 1953, c. 674, § 7.
§ 81EE. Recordation; evidence that subdivi-
sion control law is in effect; sus-
pension
Every board having on the first day of January,
nineteen hundred and fifty-four, powers of subdivi-
sion control shall, within sixty days thereafter
transmit to the register of deeds and the recorder
of the land court a statement stating that in the
opinion of such board the subdivision control law
is in effect in such city or town, including a copy
certified by the clerk of such city or town of the
vote of the city council or of the town meeting
under which the subdivision control law in the
opinion of such board went into effect, together
with the date thereof, or a reference to any special
statute under which subdivision control was estab-
lished, in such city or town. The register of deeds
and the recorder of the land court shall enter such
statement in the book which he is required to keep
under section eighty-one X. Unless such statement
is transmitted as herein provided within sixty days
after said date, or the clerk of such city or town has
previously notified the register of deeds and re-
corder of the land court of the establishment of a
planning board under the provisions of law in
effect prior to said date, and included in his notice
a statement of the date of such establishment, the
operation of the subdivision control law in and in
respect to such city or town shall be suspended
until the clerk of such city or town has notified the
register of deeds and recorder of the land court
that the subdivision control law is in effect in his
city or town in the manner provided in section
eighty-one N. The register of deeds and the re-
corder of the land court shall each enter such
notice in his records in the manner provided in
section eighty-one X. Any planning board having
powers of subdivision control on the first day of
January, nineteen hundred and fifty-four, shall,
within sixty days thereafter, transmit to the register
of deeds and recorder of the land court a certified
copy of its rules and regulations relating to subdivi-
sion control, which shall be kept by him in the
same manner as copies of rules and regulations
thereafter adopted, and unless such copy is so
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transmitted, the operation of the subdivision con-
trol law in and with respect to such city or town
shall be suspended until the board so transmits
such copy.
Added by St.1953, c. 674, § 7.
§ 8 IFF. Application of subdivision control law
on registered and unregistered land;
jurisdiction of land court
So far as land which has not been registered in
the land court is affected by the subdivision control
law, recording of the plan of a subdivision in the
registry of deeds before the subdivision control law
was in effect in the city or town in which the
subdivision was located shall not exempt the land
within such subdivision from the operation of said
law except with respect to lots which had been sold
and were held in ownership separate from that of
the remainder of the subdivision when said law
went into effect in such city or town, and to rights
of way and other easements appurtenant to such
lots; and plans of subdivisions which were record-
ed in the registry of deeds and subdivisions made
without the recording of a plan after said law had
gone into effect in such city or town and before
February first, nineteen hundred and fifty-two,
without receiving the approval of the planning
board of such city or town, shall have the same
validity and effect as if the subdivision control law
became effective in such city or town on February
first, nineteen hundred and fifty-two, as above pro-
vided.
So far as land which has been registered in the
land court is affected by said law, any plan of a
subdivision which has been registered or con-
firmed by said court before February first, nineteen
hundred and fifty-two, whether the subdivision
control law was in effect in the city or town in
which the subdivision was located or not, and
whether the plan of the subdivision was approved
by the planning board or not, shall have the same
validity in all respects as if said plan had been so
approved, but the land court shall not register or
confirm a plan of a subdivision in a city or town in
which the subdivision control law is in effect which
has been filed on or after February first, nineteen
hundred and fifty-two, unless it has first verified
the fact that the plan filed with it has been ap-
proved by the planning board, or would otherwise
be entitled if it had related to unregistered land, to
be recorded in the registry of deeds. The land
court shall have jurisdiction in so far as affects land
registered or to be registered or confirmed under
chapter one hundred and eighty-five, to determine
whether the subdivision control law has been com-
plied with, and shall verify before registering or
confirming any plan of land in any city or town in
which the subdivision control law is in effect, that
the plan filed with it is entitled to be recorded in
accordance with the subdivision control law, and
every plan heretofore or hereafter registered or
confirmed by the land court pursuant to said chap-
ter one hundred and eighty-five shall for the pur-
poses of the subdivision control law be deemed to
be, and shall be invested with all the rights and
privileges of, a plan approved pursuant to said law.
In case of conditions imposed pursuant to section
eighty-one R or eighty-one U of said law, and set
forth or referred to by endorsement on the plan
filed with it, the land court shall cause said condi-
tions to be set forth or referred to on the plan
prepared by it therefrom for registration or confir-
mation, or in the decree of registration or confir-
mation or certificate of title issued for the land
shown thereon.
Added by St.1953, c. 674, § 7.
§ 81GG. Powers of planning boards estab-
lished under prior law; severability
provision
Any planning board having powers of subdivision
control under corresponding provisions of earlier
laws shall have all of the powers and be subject to
all of the duties of a planning board with respect to
subdivision control under sections eighty-one K to
eighty-one FF, inclusive, without any further action
by such city or town. If any provision of sections
eighty-one K to eighty-one GG, inclusive, known as
the subdivision control law, or in the administra-
tion thereof, shall be held to be unconstitutional, it
shall not affect any other provision of said sections
or the administration thereof.
Added by St.1953, c. 674, § 7.
§ 82. Authority to establish art commissions
Cities and towns which accept this section or
have accepted corresponding provisions of earlier
laws may, except where their charters make special
provisions therefor, establish art commissions in
accordance with the two following sections. In
cities such acceptance shall be by the city council
and in towns at an annual town meeting.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l911,c. 146, §§ 1, 7.
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§ 83. Appointment; membership; compensa-
tion; tenure; removal
Within sixty days after the acceptance of the
preceding section, the school committee, the board
of trustees of the public library and the board of
park commissioners, or the members of three simi-
lar boards designated by the town at the time of
such acceptance, shall each send in writing to the
mayor or the selectmen the names of two citizens
of the town, and the mayor or selectmen shall, as
soon as may be, appoint from the persons so nomi-
nated an art commission of three members to serve
without compensation, one to serve until the first
day of May succeeding the appointment, one to
serve until one year from said first of May, and one
to serve until two years from said first of May.
Thereafter, prior to the first day of April in each
year, the several boards designated shall each send
in writing to the mayor or selectmen the name of
one citizen of the town, and the mayor or select-
men shall, from the persons so nominated, appoint
one member to serve for three years from the first
day of May in that year or until a successor is
qualified. The members so appointed may be re-
moved in cities by a vote of two thirds of the city
council and in towns by a vote of two thirds of the
voters at an annual town meeting; and thereafter
section eighty-two shall not apply to such city or
town unless again accepted as provided therein.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l911,c. 146, §§ 2, 6.
§ 84. Powers and duties; penalty
In any town which has accepted section eighty-
two or corresponding provisions of earlier laws, no
municipal structure shall be erected, and no work
of art or ornament or object of utility, except au-
thorized structures of public service corporations
and public watering troughs or drinking fountains
not constituting works of art or ornament, shall be
placed on any public ways or on any public lands
other than cemeteries, and no work of art or object
of decoration shall be placed in or upon any public
or municipal building or be removed, relocated or
altered, unless the design thereof or the action to
be taken therewith shall have been approved in
writing by the art commission, or unless said com-
mission shall have failed to disapprove the same in
writing within thirty days after its submission.
Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall
be punished by a fine of not more than two hun-
dred dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l911,c. 146, §§ 3 to 5.
§ 85. Weighers, measurers and surveyors of
goods or commodities; appointment;
qualifications; tenure; removal
The mayor or the selectmen, on the written re-
quest of any person engaged in buying, selling or
transporting goods or commodities which require
weighing, surveying or measuring, shall appoint
weighers, measurers or surveyors of such goods or
commodities, who shall be sworn before entering
upon their duties, shall serve for one year, and may
be removed at any time by the appointing authori-
ty. At least one such weigher, measurer and sur-
veyor in each town shall not be engaged in the
business of buying, selling or transporting the
goods or commodities weighed, measured or sur-
veyed by him, but no person shall be ineligible for
appointment because of sex or because of residence
elsewhere than in the town where appointed, not-
withstanding any provisions to the contrary in any
general or special act.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 65, § 1.
§ 86. Powers and duties; penalty for misrepre-
sentation
All persons appointed under section eighty-five
shall keep accurate records, in the form prescribed
by the director of standards, of all weighings,
measurements or surveys made by them, which
shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection
by said director and his inspectors and by the local
sealer of weights and measures. If any person so
appointed shall wilfully misrepresent the weight,
quantity or measurements of any goods weighed,
measured or surveyed by him, he shall be punished
by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.
Amended by St.1939, c. 261, § 5; St. 1968, c. 467, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 65, §§ 2,3.
St.1918, c. 218, § 1.
St. 1919, c. 350, §§ 69, 77.
§ 87. Applicability of Sees. 85 and 86 to weigh-
ers, etc., of particular commodities
The two preceding sections shall not affect the
provisions of law for the appointment of weighers,
measurers or surveyors of particular commodities.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 65, § 4.
237
41 §87A MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
§ 87A. Weighers and measurers of motor vehi-
cles and trailers; appointment
The director of standards, upon the written re-
quest of the colonel of state police, shall appoint
any of those persons appointed under section ten of
chapter twenty-two C as weighers and measurers
of motor vehicles and trailers and of the loads of
such vehicles and trailers. Before entering upon
their duties, such weighers and measurers shall be
sworn. Such officers shall serve as long as they
have the powers of police officers or until said
colonel shall in writing request the director to
revoke such appointment.
Added by St. 1954, c. 386. Amended by St. 1968, c. 467,
§ 6; St. 1974, c. 851, § 1; St. 1991, c. 412, § 48.
§ 87B. Repealed, 1974, 851, Sec. 2
Historical and Statutory Notes
Seec. 41, § 87A.
§ 88. Weighers of fish
The mayor of each city, and the selectmen of
each town, where salt water fish are landed from
vessels, shall annually appoint a public weigher of
fish, to hold office for one year from the time of his
appointment and until his successor is appointed,
who shall be sworn to the faithful performance of
his official duties and shall give bond, with sure-
ties, in the sum of five thousand dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 163, § 1.
R.L.I 902, c. 56, § 29.
§ 89. Deputy weighers of fish
A public weigher of fish may appoint, subject to
the approval of the mayor or the chairman of the
selectmen, deputy weighers, for whose official con-
duct he shall be answerable, who shall be sworn,
and from each of whom such weigher shall require
a bond, with sureties, in the sum of one thousand
dollars. The weigher and his deputies shall not be
interested directly or indirectly in the buying or
selling of fish.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 163, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 56, § 30.
§ 90. Weighers of fish; penalty for violation of
oath of office
A weigher or any of his deputies who violates his
oath of office shall be punished by a fine of not less
than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dol-
lars, and shall forfeit his office.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 163, § 6.
R.L.1902, c. 56, § 34.
§ 90A. Interfering with fish weigher or depu-
ties; penalty
Whoever hinders, or obstructs, or in any way
interferes with a public weigher of fish or any of
his deputies, in the performance of their official
duties, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
fifty dollars.
Added by St. 1957, c. 178.
§ 91. Constables; appointment and removal in
cities
In a city in which the city council accepts this
section, or has accepted corresponding provisions
of earlier laws, constables shall be appointed by the
mayor for terms not exceeding three years. The
mayor may, with the consent of the board of alder-
men, remove a constable from office for gross
misconduct.
Amended by St. 1962, c. 89.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1859, c. 294.
G.S.1860, c. 19, § 3.
P.S.1882,c. 28, § 8.
St. 1898, c. 208.
R.L.1902, c. 26, §§ 12, 13.
§ 91 A. Constables; appointment in towns
The selectmen in any town may from time to
time appoint, for terms not exceeding three years,
as many constables as they deem necessary.
Amended by St. 1961, c. 354, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1924, c. 82, § 1.
§ 9 IB. Appointments; qualifications; applica-
tion; investigation
Constables shall not be appointed by mayors or
selectmen under section ninety-one or ninety-one A
except as hereinafter provided. A person desiring
to be appointed as aforesaid shall make a written
application therefor to the appointing authority
stating his reasons for desiring such appointment
and such information as may be reasonably re-
quired by said authority relative to his fitness for
said office. Such application shall also contain a
statement as to the moral character of the appli-
cant signed by at least five reputable citizens of the
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city or town of his residence, one of whom shall be
an attorney-at-law. The appointing authority shall
also investigate the reputation and character of
every applicant and his fitness for said office. The
chief of police or other official having charge of the
police shall upon request give the appointing au-
thority all possible assistance in making such inves-
tigation. The office of constable shall be filled only
by appointment of an applicant hereunder who is
found by the appointing authority, after investiga-
tion as aforesaid, to be a person of good repute and
character and qualified to hold said office.
Added by St. 1 933, c. 128.
§ 92. Service of civil process
A constable who has given bond to the town in a
sum of not less than one thousand dollars, with
sureties approved by the selectmen, conditioned for
the faithful performance of his duties in the service
of all civil processes committed to him, and has
filed the same, with the approval of the selectmen
endorsed thereon, with the town clerk, may within
his town serve any writ or other process in a
personal action in which the damages are not laid
at a greater sum than two hundred dollars, and in
replevin in which the subject matter does not ex-
ceed in value two hundred dollars, and any writ or
other process under chapter two hundred and thir-
ty-nine. A constable who has filed such a bond, in
a sum of not less than five thousand dollars, may,
within his town, also serve any such writ or other
process in which the damages are laid at a sum not
exceeding $7,000, and any process in replevin in
which the subject matter does not exceed in value
$7,000.
Amended bv St. 1965, c. 228; St.1968, c. 74; St.1971, c.
1061; St.1972, c. 237; St. 1978, c. 478, § 33; St.1979, c.
311; St.1985, c. 680, § 1; St.2010, c. 240, § 106, eff.
Aug. 1,2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1845, c. 70, § 1.
St. 1847, c. 98, § 2.
St.l851,c. 94, §§ 1,2.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 61.
St. 1870, c. 149.
St. 1872, c. 268.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 113, 114.
St.l893,c. 423, §§ 27,28.
St.1900, c. 213.
R.L.1902, c. 25, §§ 88, 89.
§ 93. Remedies on bond
The town clerk shall note upon every bond given
by a constable the time of filing. Any person
injured by a breach of the condition thereof may, at
his own expense, sue thereon in the name of the
town, and the proceedings shall be the same as in
an action by a creditor on an administrator's bond.
The writ shall be endorsed by him and, if he is not
a resident of the commonwealth, it shall also be
endorsed by a responsible resident thereof. If
judgment is for the defendant, execution shall issue
for costs against the endorser as if he were a
plaintiff of record.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1845, c. 70, §§ 1 to 3.
St. 1851,c. 94, § 2.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 62.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 115.
St.1893, c. 423, § 29.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 90.
§ 94. Powers and duties
Constables may serve the writs and processes
described in section ninety-two and warrants and
processes in criminal cases, although their town,
parish, religious society or district is a party or
interested. They shall have the powers of sheriffs
to require aid in the execution of their duties.
They shall take due notice of and prosecute all
violations of law respecting the observance of the
Lord's day, profane swearing and gaming. They
shall serve all warrants and other processes direct-
ed to them by the selectmen of their town for
notifying town meetings or for other purposes.
They may serve by copy, attested by them, de-
mands, notices and citations, and their returns of
service thereof shall be prima facie evidence; but
this provision shall not exclude the service thereof
by other persons.
Historical and Statutory Notes
C.L. c. 31, § 2.
C.L. c. 150.
St. 1692-3, c. 22, § 6.
St. 1692-3, c. 28, § 11.
St.l711-12,c. 6, § 2.
St.1725-6, c. 3.
St. 1785, c. 75, § 2.
St. 1791, c. 58, § 12.
St.1795, c. 41, § 3.
St.1795, c. 68, § 1.
St. 1798, c. 20, § 4.
St.1798, c. 33, § 2.
R.S.I 836, c. 15, §§ 70,72, 76, 77.
G.S.1860, c. 18, §§ 63 to 67.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 116 to 120.
St.1893, c. 423, §§ 30 to 34.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 91.
§ 95. Territorial jurisdiction
A constable, in the execution of a warrant or writ
directed to him, may convey prisoners and proper-
ty in his custody under such process beyond the
limits of his town, either to the justice who issued it
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or to the jail or house of correction of his county.
If a warrant is issued against a person for an
alleged crime committed within any town, any
constable thereof to whom the warrant is directed
may apprehend him in any place in the common-
wealth.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1725-6, c. 3.
St. 1795, c. 68, § 4.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 75.
St. 1847, c. 98, § 1.
G.S.1860, c. 18, §§ 68,69.
P.S.1882,c. 27, §§ 121, 122.
St. 1893, c. 423, §§ 35, 36.
R.L.1902,c. 25, §§ 92,93.
§ 95A. Service of civil process fees
Constables appointed under sections 91, 91 A,
and 9 1 B or otherwise elected to serve as constables
in a city or town shall periodically pay the city or
town in which the constable is appointed or elected
25 per cent of all fees the constable collects for the
service of civil process under the fee structure
established in section 8 of chapter 262. This pay-
ment shall be made in installments to be deposited
with the city or town treasurer not later than
January 15, April 15, July 15 and October 15 of
each year, but a constable having less than $500 to
deposit at that time shall hold the share for deposit
until the sooner of October 15 or the time when the
amount due to the city or town under this section
equals or exceeds $500. A treasurer receiving funds
under this section shall deposit them into the gen-
eral fund of the city or town, and they shall be
expended, subject to appropriation by a majority
vote of the city council in a city or by a majority
vote of town meeting in a town, for any purpose
which the city or town considers necessary.
Added by St.2003, c. 46, § 20, eff. July 31, 2003. Amend-
ed by St.2003, c. 140, § 20, eff. Mar. 1, 2004; St.2006, c.
341, eff. Nov. 1,2006.
§ 95B. Records of service of civil process fees
Each constable shall annually on or before April
15 file with the city or town treasurer an account
signed under the penalties of perjury of all fees and
money received by him under section 8 of chapter
262 for the service of civil process. Such account
shall include an itemization of all civil process fees
charged by the constable's civil process office, all
revenue received from said fees and all amounts
paid by the constable to any city or town treasurer
on account of such civil process fees under section
95A.
Added by St.2003, c. 46, § 20, eff. July 31, 2003. Amend-
ed by St.2003, c. 140, § 21, eff. Nov. 26, 2003.
§ 96. Police officers;
discharge
appointment; tenure;
In any town in which such appointments are not
subject to chapter thirty-one, they shall be made
annually or for a term of years not exceeding three
years, as the selectmen shall determine, and the
selectmen may remove such officers for cause at
any time during such appointment after a hearing.
Amended by St. 1977, c. 246, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1851, c. 162.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 38.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 85.
St. 1893. c. 423, § 7.
R.L.1902,c. 25, § 94.
§ 96A. Felons disqualified
No person who has been convicted of any felony
shall be appointed as a police officer of a city, town
or district.
Added by St. 1 938, c. 342.
§ 96B. Police training schools; supervisory
training; attendance by persons exer-
cising police powers; wages and ex-
penses; exceptions; removal for fail-
ure to attend
Every person who receives an appointment to a
position on a full-time basis in which he will exer-
cise police powers in the police department of any
city or town, shall, prior to exercising police pow-
ers, be assigned to and satisfactorily complete a
prescribed course of study approved by the munici-
pal police training committee. The provisions of
chapter thirty-one and any collective bargaining
agreement notwithstanding, any person so attend-
ing such a school shall be deemed to be a student
officer and shall be exempted from the provisions
of chapter thirty-one and any collective bargaining
agreement for that period during which he is as-
signed to a municipal police training school, pro-
vided that such person shall be paid the regular
wages provided for the position to which he was
appointed and such reasonable expenses as may be
determined by the appointing authority and be
subject to the provisions of chapter one hundred
and fifty-two.
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Every police officer on a full-time basis in any
such municipal police department, shall be as-
signed to and shall attend a prescribed course of
study approved by the municipal police training
committee for in-service officers training at such
intervals and for such periods as said department
may determine. Any such police officer who re-
ceives an appointment to a position of higher rank
shall, in addition, complete such other courses of
supervisory training as said committee may deter-
mine. While attending such school or completing
such courses, such persons shall be paid his regu-
lar wages as a police officer and shall receive such
reasonable expenses as may be determined by the
appointing authority.
Each person appointed as a reserve, or intermit-
tent police officer, in a city or town shall, prior to
exercising police powers, satisfactorily complete a
course of study prescribed by said committee.
Upon petition to the department of criminal jus-
tice training by the appointing authority, a person
appointed to a position on a full-time basis in
which he will exercise police powers in the police
department of any city or town may be exempted
by said committee, in whole or in part, from the
provisions of this section prior to his exercising
police powers. The requirement that training be
completed prior to exercising any police powers
may be waived by said committee.
Failure of an appointed person to comply with
the provisions of this section prior to his exercising
police powers, shall result in the appointed per-
son's removal by the appointing authority, provid-
ed said person has not been exempted therefrom by
said committee as herein provided. Failure of an
appointed person to satisfactorily complete the pre-
scribed course of study may result in his removal
by the appointing authority.
Added by St. 1964, c. 564, § 3. Amended by St.1967, c.
504; St.1968, c. 742; St.1969, c. 252, §§ 1,2; St.l971,c.
172; St. 1972, c. 697; St. 1977, c. 932; St.1981, c. 760,
§ 10; St.1985, c. 231, §§ 20, 20A; St. 1991, c. 412, §§ 49,
50; St.1994, c. 333; St.2002, c. 196, §§ 17, 18.
§ 97. Police departments; establishment
In towns which accept this section or have ac-
cepted corresponding provisions of earlier laws
there shall be a police department established
under the direction of the selectmen, who shall
appoint a chief of police and such other police
otticers as they deem necessary, and fix their
compensation in an amount not in the aggregate
exceeding the annual appropriation therefor. In
any such town in which such appointments are
not subject to chapter thirty-one, they shall be
made annually or for a term of years not exceed-
ing three years, as the selectmen shall determine,
and the selectmen may remove such chief or oth-
er officers for cause at any time during such ap-
pointment after a hearing. The selectmen may
make suitable regulations governing the police
department and the officers thereof. The chief of
police shall be in immediate control of all town
property used by the department, and of the po-
lice officers, who shall obey his orders.
Amended by St. 1977, c. 246, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1920, c. 591, §§ 22,23,25, 26.
§ 97A. Police departments; chief of police;
powers and duties
In any town which accepts this section there
shall be a police department established by the
selectmen, and such department shall be under the
supervision of an officer to be known as the chief of
police. The selectmen of any such town shall ap-
point a chief of police and such other officers as
they deem necessary, and fix their compensation,
not exceeding, in the aggregate, the annual appro-
priation therefor. In any such town in which such
appointments are not subject to chapter thirty-one,
they shall be made annually or for a term of years
not exceeding three years, as the selectmen shall
determine, and the selectmen may remove such
chief or other officers for cause at any time after a
hearing. The chief of police in any such town shall
from time to time make suitable regulations gov-
erning the police department, and the officers
thereof, subject to the approval of the selectmen;
provided, that such regulations shall become effec-
tive without such approval upon the failure of the
selectmen to take action thereon within thirty days
after they have been submitted to them by the chief
of police. The chief of police in any such town
shall be in immediate control of all town property
used by the department, and of the police officers,
whom he shall assign to their respective duties and
who shall obey his orders. Section ninety-seven
shall not apply in any town which accepts the
provisions of this section. Acceptance of the provi-
sions of this section shall be by a vote at an annual
town meeting.
Added bv St. 1948, e. 540. Amended by St. 1948, c. 595;
St. 1975, c. 336.
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§ 97B. Rape reporting and prosecution units
within police departments; training
and funding; personnel; preserva-
tion of evidence
There shall be within the police department of
every city and town, or grouping of cities and
towns with the approval of the secretary of the
executive office of public safety, a rape reporting
and prosecution unit which shall be designed to
improve the quality of rape reporting, counselling,
and prosecution. Said units shall consist of police
investigators who shall have completed a course of
training in the counselling of victims of rape and
the prosecution of alleged perpetrators of the crime
of rape which shall be approved and funded by the
municipal police training committee established by
section one hundred and sixteen of chapter six.
Each department shall make efforts to employ
women police officers to serve in said units. A
victim of rape who is male shall, whenever possi-
ble, be interviewed initially by a male police officer,
and a victim of rape who is female shall, whenever
possible, be interviewed initially by a woman police
officer. Each unit shall in addition make use of
such counselors, attorneys, and medical personnel
as are necessary to provide a broad range of thera-
peutic services for victims of rape.
Each unit shall provide personnel with training
in the use of a standardized kit for the collection
and preservation of evidence in rape cases. Such
kit shall be designed by said municipal police train-
ing committee and shall include instructions, stan-
dardized reporting forms, and appropriate recepta-
cles for the collection and preservation of evidence
for laboratory and police use. Each kit shall also
include medically and factually accurate written
information prepared by the commissioner of pub-
lic health about emergency contraception.
A hospital licensed pursuant to the provisions of
chapter one hundred and eleven shall inform a
victim of rape that the evidence of rape preserved
in said kit shall be kept for a period of at least six
months upon the written request of the victim at
the time the evidence is obtained upon forms pro-
vided to such victim by such hospital.
Added by St. 1974, c. 581, § 3. Amended by St. 1979, c.
217; St. 1980, c. 195; St.1985, c. 355; St.2002, c. 196,
§§ 19, 20; St.2005, c. 91, § 1, eff. Dec. 14, 2005.
§ 97C. Special telephone exchange for report-
ing of rape
Each rape reporting and prosecution unit shall,
in addition to the services provided in section nine-
ty-seven B, establish a special telephone exchange
for the reporting of rape which may be utilized at
any hour of day or night and shall widely publicize
this number and information concerning the activi-
ties of the unit throughout the city or town.
Added by St. 1974, c. 581, § 3.
§ 97D. Confidentiality of reports of rape and
related offenses; violations; penalties
All reports of rape and sexual assault or attempts
to commit such offenses and all conversations be-
tween police officers and victims of said offenses
shall not be public reports and shall be maintained
by the police departments in a manner which will
assure their confidentiality. Whoever violates any
provision of this section shall be punished by im-
prisonment for not more than one year or by a fine
of not more than one thousand dollars, or both.
Added by St. 1974, c. 581, § 3.
§ 97E. Chief of police; attendance at conven-
tions
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section, the chief of police may, without loss
of pay or vacation time, attend the annual conven-
tion of the New England Association of Chiefs of
Police and the annual convention of the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Police.
AddcdbySt.l981,c. 94.
§ 97F. Firefighter duties; performance by po-
lice
No city or town shall require a member of its
police department, or other employee with police
powers, to perform the duties of a firefighter dur-
ing his tour of duty; provided, however, that noth-
ing in this section shall prohibit any such member
from serving as a call or volunteer firefighter, or
from responding to an emergency in the normal
course of his duties. No police officer, or other
employee with police powers, shall, in connection
with any industrial or labor dispute, perform the
duties of a firefighter or any duties other than those
regularly assigned to him.
Added by St. 1988, c. 232.
§ 98. Powers and duties
The chief and other police officers of all cities
and towns shall have all the powers and duties of
constables except serving and executing civil pro-
cess. They shall suppress and prevent all distur-
bances and disorder. They may carry within the
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commonwealth such weapons as the chief of police
or the board or officer having control of the police-
in a city or town shall determine; provided, that
any law enforcement officer of another state or
territory of the United States may, while on official
business within the commonwealth, carry such
weapons as are authorized by his appointing au-
thority. They may examine all persons abroad
whom they have reason to suspect of unlawful
design, and may demand of them their business
abroad and whither they are going; may disperse
any assembly of three or more persons, and may
enter any building to suppress a riot or breach of
peace therein. Persons so suspected who do not
give a satisfactory account of themselves, persons
so assembled and who do not disperse when or-
dered, and persons making, aiding and abetting in
a riot or disturbance may be arrested by the police,
and may thereafter be safely kept by imprisonment
or otherwise unless released in the manner provid-
ed by law, and taken before a district court to be
examined and prosecuted.
Whoever is arrested and charged with any of-
fense committed during a riot, disturbance or mass
demonstration may be fingerprinted, in accordance
with the protocol of the identification system of the
department of the state police and may be photo-
graphed.
If a police officer stops a person for questioning
pursuant to this section and reasonably suspects
that he is in danger of life or limb, he may search
such person for a dangerous weapon. If he finds
such weapon or any other thing the possession of
which may constitute a crime, he may take and
keep it until the completion of the questioning, at
which time he shall return it, if lawfully possessed,
or he shall arrest such person.
Amended by St. 1953, c. 319, § 9; St.1954, c. 162, § 1;
St.1957, c. 688, § 1; St.1967, c. 368, §§ 1, 2; St.1970, c.
181; St. 1996, c. 151, § 199.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l851,c. 162.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 38.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 85.
St. 1893, c. 423, § 7.
R.L.1902,c. 25, § 94.
St.l920,c. 591, § 24.
§ 98A. Arrest on fresh and continued pursuit
A police officer of a city or town who is empow-
ered to make arrests within a city or town may, on
fresh and continued pursuit, exercise such authori-
ty in any other city or town for any offence com-
mitted in his presence within his jurisdiction for
which he would have the right to arrest within his
jurisdiction without a warrant. Said officer may
return any person so arrested to the jurisdiction
wherein said offence was committed. Nothing
contained in this section shall be construed as
limiting the powers of a police officer to make
arrests and in so far as possible this section shall be
deemed to be declaratory of the common law of the
commonwealth.
Added by St.1967, c. 263.
§ 98B. Foot patrol
In every city or town which has a population of
forty thousand or more and which accepts the
provisions of this section there shall be at all times
a minimum of one police officer on foot patrol for
every ten thousand inhabitants or major portion
thereof.
"On foot patrol", as used in this section, shall
mean an assignment to patrol a certain area on
foot.
Added by St. 1 968, c. 233.
§ 98C. Badges; identification by name or num-
ber
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section no uniformed police officer, and no
other uniformed person empowered to make ar-
rests, employed by such city or town shall be re-
quired to wear a badge, tag or label of any kind
which identifies him by name, but any such officer
or other person employed by such city or town who
does not wear any such badge, tag or label shall
wear a badge, tag or label which identifies him by
number.
Added by St.1970, c. 628.
§ 98D. Identification cards
Each city or town shall issue to every full-time
police officer employed by it an identification card
bearing the officer's photograph and identifying
information. The secretary of public safety and
security may adopt regulations relative to the form,
content and issuance of such identification cards
and to the carrying thereof by municipal police
officers. Such identification card shall be carried
on the officer's person and shall be exhibited upon
lawful request for purposes of identification.
Added by St. 1971, c. 231. Amended by St.20 10, c. 461,
§ 2, eff. Jan. 14, 2011.
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§ 98E. Public solicitations using words "po-
lice" or "firefighters"
No person or persons shall solicit the public in
any manner or form using the word "police" or
"firefighter" or any derivative thereof without us-
ing the name or names of the city or town police or
firefighters organization sponsoring such solicita-
tion.
Added by St. 1977, c. 587.
§ 98F. Daily logs; public records
Each police department and each college or uni-
versity to which officers have been appointed pur-
suant to the provisions of section sixty-three of
chapter twenty-two C shall make, keep and main-
tain a daily log, written in a form that can be easily
understood, recording, in chronological order, all
responses to valid complaints received, crimes re-
ported, the names, addresses of persons arrested
and the charges against such persons arrested. All
entries in said daily logs shall, unless otherwise
provided in law, be public records available with-
out charge to the public during regular business
hours and at all other reasonable times; provided,
however, that any entry in a log which pertains to a
handicapped individual who is physically or men-
tally incapacitated to the degree that said person is
confined to a wheelchair or is bedridden or re-
quires the use of a device designed to provide said
person with mobility, shall be kept in a separate log
and shall not be a public record nor shall such
entry be disclosed to the public.
Added by St. 1980, c. 142. Amended bv St.1991, c. 125;
St.1992, c. 286, § 122; St.1994, c. 353, § 1.
§ 98G. Domestic abuse; police reports
Any city, town or district police department
which requires an investigating police officer to
make a report concerning an incident, offense or
alleged offense investigated, or any arrest made, on
a form provided by the department, shall include
on said form a space to indicate whether said
incident, offense, alleged offense or arrest involved
abuse as defined in section one of chapter two
hundred and nine A.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 93, § 2.
§ 99. Requisition of police officers by other
towns
The mayor, selectmen, chief of police, or person
however designated having the duties of a chief of
police, or, in the absence of the chief of police, or
person however designated having the duties of a
chief of police, the commanding officer, may upon
the request of the mayor, selectmen, chief of police,
or person however designated having the duties of
a chief of police, or in the absence of the chief of
police or person however designated having the
duties of a chief of police, the commanding officer
of any other city or town, provide police officers,
who shall have the authority of constables and
police officers within the limits of such city or
town, except as to the service of civil process, and,
while exercising such authority within such limits,
shall have the same immunities and privileges as
when acting within their respective cities and
towns; and the city or town providing said officers
shall be entitled to receive from such city or town
the amount paid to them for their service, includ-
ing their necessary traveling expenses.
Amended by St.1932, c. 124; St.1951, c. 214; St.1958, c.
53; St. 1965, c. 382.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1880, c. 82.
P.S.1882, c. 28, § 11.
R.L.1902,c. 26, § 20.
St.1920, c. 591, § 13.
§ 99A. Members of regular police or fire de-
partment and fire alarm division; res-
idence outside city or town
Any member of the regular police or fire depart-
ment and fire alarm division of a city or town
appointed subsequent to August first, nineteen hun-
dred and seventy-eight shall reside within fifteen
miles of the limits of said city or town. Said
distance shall be measured from the closest border
limits of said city or town in which said member is
employed to the closest border limits of the city or
town in which said member lives; provided howev-
er, if any said city or town by local ordinance or
by-law to which the provisions of paragraph (d) of
section seven of chapter one hundred and fifty E of
the General Laws shall apply, or by collective bar-
gaining agreement shall require the members of a
regular police or fire department appointed on or
after August first, nineteen hundred and seventy-
eight to be residents of such city or town, the
provision of such local ordinance, by-law or collec-
tive bargaining agreement shall supersede the pro-
vision of this section and provided further such
local ordinance, by-law or collective bargaining
agreement shall apply only to those members of a
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regular police or fire department appointed subse-
quent to the adoption of such local ordinance, by-
law or collective bargaining agreement.
Added by St. 1965, c. 411. Amended by St. 1971, c. 956,
§ 1; St.1978, c. 373, § 1; St. 1981, c. 446.
§ 99B. Regional police district law; purpose of
Sees. 99B to 99K
The purpose of this and the nine following sec-
tions, which shall be designated and may be known
as "The regional police district law", is to permit
two or more contiguous towns to establish a re-
gional police district and organize a common po-
lice department to serve and protect the inhabit-
ants of said towns.
Sections ninety-nine B to ninety-nine K, inclu-
sive, shall not apply to any town in which the
provisions of chapter thirty-one are in effect with
respect to the members of the police force or the
chief of police.
Added by St. 1969, c. 878.
§ 99C. Establishment
Any group of contiguous towns may, by vote of
their respective registered voters, vote to establish
a regional police district, the area of jurisdiction of
which shall be the combined corporate limits of the
member towns.
Added by St. 1969, c, 878.
§ 99D. Town elections for acceptance; ballots
In towns using official ballots at town elections,
acceptance of the provisions of the regional police
district law shall be by vote in answer to the
following questions to be placed on the official
ballot at an annual town election as hereinafter
provided, and in towns not using official ballots at
town elections such acceptance shall be by vote at
an annual town meeting. Upon the filing, with the
clerk of any town using official ballots at town
elections, of a petition signed by the board of
selectmen requesting that the question of accepting
the provisions of the regional police district law be
placed upon the official ballot, the clerk shall place
such questions on the official ballot for the next
town election occurring more than thirty days after
the filing of such petition. The questions to be
voted on shall be:
—
YES
NO
YES
NO.
A. Shall the town accept the
provisions of sections ninety-
nine B to ninety-nine K, inclu-
sive, of chapter forty-one of the
General Laws, providing for the
establishment of a regional po-
lice district, together with the
town (towns) of?
B. Shall the police department
provided for in question A be un-
der the control and supervision of
the regional police district com-
mission and otherwise be govern-
ed by section ninety-seven of chap-
ter forty-one of the General Laws
governing local police department?
C. Shall the police department
provided for in question A be un-
der the sole control and supervi-
sion of the chief of police appoint-
ed by the regional police district
commission and otherwise be gov-
erned by section ninety-seven A of
chapter forty-one of the General
Laws governing local police de-
partments?
If a majority of the voters in each town voting on
question A is in the affirmative, the proposed re-
gional police district shall be deemed to be estab-
lished.
If a majority of all the votes cast in the affirma-
tive in the towns voting on question B is greater
than the majority voting in the affirmative on ques-
tion C, then the police department so established
will be governed by section ninety-seven of said
chapter forty-one; however, if a majority of all the
votes cast in the affirmative in the towns voting on
question C is greater than the majority voting in
the affirmative on question B, the police depart-
ment so established will be governed by the provi-
sions of section ninety-seven A of said chapter
forty-one.
Added by St. 1969, c. 878.
§ 99E. Powers and duties
A regional police district established under sec-
tion ninety-nine D shall be a body politic and
corporate with all the powers and duties conferred
by law upon police departments, and with the
following additional powers and duties:
YES
NO
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(a) To adopt a name and a corporate seal, and
the engraved or printed facsimile of such seal on a
bond or note of the district shall have the same
validity and effect as though such seal were im-
pressed thereon.
(b) To sue and be sued, but only to the same
extent and upon the same conditions that a town
may sue or be sued.
(c) To acquire property within the towns com-
prising the district under the provisions of chapter
seventy-nine and section fourteen of chapter forty
for the purposes of the district, and to construct,
reconstruct, add to, remodel, make extraordinary
repairs to, equip, organize and operate a police
facility or facilities for the benefit of the towns
comprising the district, and to make any necessary
contracts in relation thereto.
(d) To incur debt for the purpose of acquiring
land and constructing, reconstructing, adding to
and equipping a police building or buildings for a
term of not exceeding twenty years or for the
purpose of remodeling and making extraordinary
repairs to a police building or buildings for a term
not exceeding ten years; and provided, further,
that written notice of the amount of the debt and of
the general purposes for which it was authorized
shall be given to the board of selectmen in each of
the towns comprising the district not later than
seven days after the date on which said debt was
authorized by the district commission; and no debt
may be incurred until the expiration of thirty days
from the date on which said debt was so author-
ized; and prior to the expiration of said period any
member town of the regional police district may
hold a town meeting for the purpose of expressing
disapproval of the amount of debt authorized by
the district commission, and if at such meeting a
majority of the voters present and voting thereon
express disapproval of the amount authorized by
the district commission, said debt shall not be
incurred and the district police commission shall
prepare another proposal which may be the same
as any prior proposal and an authorization to incur
debt therefor.
(e) To issue bonds and notes in the name and
upon the full faith and credit of said district; said
bonds or notes shall be signed by the chairman and
treasurer of the regional police district commis-
sion, except that said chairman by a writing bear-
ing his written signature and filed in the office of
said treasurer, which writing shall be open to pub-
lic inspection, may authorize said treasurer to
cause to be engraved or printed on said bonds or
notes a facsimile of said chairman's signature, and
such facsimile signature so engraved or printed
shall have the same validity and effect as said
chairman's written signature, and each issue of
bonds or notes shall be a separate loan.
(f) To receive and disburse funds for any district
purpose.
(g) To incur temporary debt in anticipation of
revenue to be received from member towns.
(h) To assess member towns for any expenses of
the district.
(i) To receive any grants or gifts for the purposes
of the regional district police.
(j) To engage legal counsel.
(k) To submit an annual report to each of the
member towns, containing a detailed financial
statement, and a statement showing the method by
which the annual charges assessed against each
town were computed, together with such additional
information relating to the operation and mainte-
nance of such police protection as may be deemed
necessary by the district police commission or by
the selectmen of any member town.
(/) To employ a chief of police who shall have all
the powers and duties imposed upon chiefs of
police by law.
(m) To adopt an annual operating and mainte-
nance budget, not later than December first.
Added by St. 1969, c. 878. Amended bv St.2003, c. 46,
§ 21, eff. July 31, 2003.
§ 99F. Regional police district commission;
membership; officers
The powers, duties and liabilities of a regional
police district shall be vested in and exercised by a
regional police district commission organized by
the boards of selectmen of the member towns.
Each said board shall appoint two members of the
commission within three months of the adoption of
the regional police district law, for terms of such
length and so arranged that the term of one ap-
pointee will expire each year, and their successors
shall be appointed in a like manner for terms of
two years. Vacancies shall be filled in a like man-
ner for the unexpired term. All members shall
serve without compensation but may be reim-
bursed for expenses actually incurred in the trans-
action of the business of the commission. The
commission shall choose annually a chairman and
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a vice chairman by ballot from its membership.
The vice chairman shall, in the absence of the
chairman, exercise the powers and perform the
duties of said chairman. It shall appoint a secre-
tary and a treasurer who may be the same person,
but who need not be members of said commission.
The treasurer shall receive and take charge of all
money belonging to the district, and shall pay any
bill of the district which shall have been approved
by the commission. The commission may appoint
an assistant treasurer who need not be a member
of the commission, and who shall, in the absence of
the treasurer, perform his duties and shall have the
powers and be subject to the requirements and
penalties applicable to him. The treasurer and
assistant treasurer may, by vote of said commis-
sion, be compensated for their services. The trea-
surer and assistant treasurer of said district shall
be subject to the provisions of sections thirty-five,
fifty-two and one hundred and nine A of chapter
forty-one, to the extent applicable. If the office of
secretary is vacant or if the secretary is absent or is
unable to perform his duties because of disability,
the commission may appoint a temporary secretary
to hold such office and exercise the powers and
perform the duties thereof until a secretary is duly
appointed or the secretary who was disabled or
absent resumes his duties.
Added by St. 1969, c. 878.
§ 99G. Budget; apportionment; appropria-
tions
The regional police district commission shall an-
nually determine the amounts necessary to be
raised to maintain and operate the district police
during the ensuing calendar year, and the amounts
required for payment of debt and interest incurred
by the district which will be due in said year, and
shall apportion the amount so determined among
the member towns in accordance with the provi-
sions of section ninety-nine /. The amounts so
apportioned for each town shall, prior to December
thirty-first in each year, be certified by the regional
police district treasurer to the treasurers of the
member towns. Each town shall, at the next annu-
al town meeting, appropriate the amounts so certi-
fied and the town treasurer shall pay the amount so
appropriated to said district forthwith.
The treasurer of any member town of a regional
police district with the approval of the board of
selectmen may, during the interval between Janu-
ary first and the date when such town makes the
annual appropriation of the amount apportioned to
it as provided in the first paragraph, make pay-
ments to the regional police district from the trea-
sury of such town from any funds available therein.
Such payments shall not exceed in the aggregate
one third of the amount so apportioned and shall
be charged against such appropriation.
For the purpose of organizing a department as
provided in section ninety-nine J, the treasurer of
any member town of a regional police district with
the approval of the board of selectmen may, during
the interval between the establishment of the com-
mission as provided in section ninety-nine F and
the following December thirty-first, make payments
to the regional police district from the treasury of
such town from any funds available therein. Such
payments shall not exceed three thousand dollars
per member town and shall be charged against the
first annual appropriation.
Added by St. 1 969, c. 878.
§ 99H. Annual audits
The director of accounts in the department of
revenue shall annually cause an audit to be made
of the accounts of the regional police district com-
mission, and for this purpose he, and his duly
accredited agents, shall have access to all neces-
sary papers, books and records. Upon the comple-
tion of each audit, a report thereon shall be made
to the chairman of the selectmen of each town
which is a member of the district. The director
shall apportion the cost among the member towns
on the basis provided by section ninety-nine /, and
submit the amounts of each apportionment to the
state treasurer who shall issue his warrant requir-
ing the assessors of the towns which are members
of the district to assess a tax to the amount of the
expense, and such amounts shall be collected and
paid to the state treasurer as provided by section
twenty of chapter fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1969, c. 878. Amended by St. 1978, c. 514,
§ 25.
§ 99/. Costs and expenses; annual estimates;
apportionment; assessment of towns
Said commission shall, annually not later than
December first, estimate the amount of money re-
quired to pay the costs and expenses of the district
for the following year and shall fix and determine
the proportion of such costs and expenses to be
paid by the member towns using the following
formula:
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Fifty per cent thereof shall be assessed upon all
towns in the district in the proportion which the
total equalized valuation in each said town bears to
the total equalized valuation in the district. When
used in this section "equalized valuation" shall
mean the equalized valuation of the aggregate
property in a town subject to local taxation, as
most recently reported by the commissioner of
revenue to the general court under the provisions
of section ten C of chapter fifty-eight.
Twenty-five per cent thereof shall be assessed
upon all towns in the district in the proportion
which the number of inhabitants in each said town
bears to the total number of inhabitants in the
district. The number of inhabitants shall be deter-
mined in accordance with the last preceding feder-
al census.
Twenty-five per cent thereof shall be assessed
upon all towns in the district in the proportion
which the total mileage of state highways and town
ways in each said town, as most recently deter-
mined by the state department of highways, bears
to the total mileage of state highways and town
ways in the district.
Added by St.1969, c. 878. Amended by St.1978, c. 514,
§ 26; St.l991,c. 552, § 34.
§ 99J. Regional district police department;
pending prosecutions; personnel
transfers.
Each regional police district commission shall
organize a regional district police department, and
such department shall begin operations and other-
wise take effect on January first following accep-
tance of the provisions of the regional police dis-
trict law. Each regional district police department
so established shall succeed any existing town po-
lice departments, whether fully organized or not,
within its district, and each such town police de-
partment shall cease to exist on December thirty-
first following the acceptance of the provisions of
the regional police district law. Any pending crim-
inal prosecutions of the police of the member
towns shall be assumed by the regional district
police department, and all town police employees
who immediately prior to the effective date of the
district held positions classified under chapter thir-
ty-one or had tenure in their positions by special
act shall be transferred to the service of the district
police department upon the establishment of said
department; every such transfer to be without im-
pairment of civil service status, seniority, retire-
ment and other rights of the employee, without
interruption of his service within the meaning of
said chapter thirty-one or special act, and without
reduction in his compensation and salary grade,
notwithstanding any change in his title or duties
made as a result of such transfer. Said district
police department shall be considered a single
town police department as that phrase is used or
implied in the general laws, and all general laws
applicable to town police departments shall apply
to such district police departments. If a majority
of towns in said district shall vote to accept the
provisions of chapter thirty-one, at annual elections
held therein, with respect to such district, by the
method provided in section fifty-four of said chap-
ter, the provisions of said chapter shall apply to
said district. Any such district department shall be
under the supervision of an officer known as the
chief of police.
The chief and other police officers of all regional
police districts shall have, throughout their respec-
tive districts, unless a different meaning is clearly
apparent from the language or context, all the
powers, duties, immunities and privileges con-
ferred by the General Laws on chiefs and police
officers of the towns.
Added by St.1969, c. 878. Amended by St.1978, c. 393,
§ 18.
§ 99K. Revocation of acceptance of regional
police district law; town elections;
ballot; continuity of district
In towns using official ballots at town elections,
revocation of the provisions of the regional police
district law shall be by vote in answer to a question
placed on the official ballot at an annual town
election as hereinafter provided, and in towns not
using official ballots at town elections such revoca-
tion shall be by vote at an annual town meeting.
Upon the filing, with the clerk of any town using
official ballots at town elections, of a petition
signed either by the board of selectmen or by not
less than five per cent of the total number of
registered voters thereof, requesting that the ques-
tion of revoking acceptance of the provisions of this
law be placed upon the official ballot, the clerk
shall place such question on the official ballot for
the next town election occurring more than thirty
days after the filing of such petition. The question
to be voted on shall be:—"Shall the acceptance by
the town of the provisions of sections ninety-nine B
to ninety-nine K, inclusive, of chapter forty-one of
the General Laws which provided for the establish-
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mcnt of a regional police district, together with the
town (towns) of , be revoked?"
If such revocation is favored by a majority of the
voters voting thereon, the acceptance of this law by
such town shall be revoked and this law shall
become null and void in said town beginning one
year after such vote; provided, however, if any
such town while a member of the district voted to
accept the provisions of chapter thirty-one with
respect to said district, the provisions of said chap-
ter thirty-one shall remain in effect in said town
and any person transferred to said town from the
district as a result of such revocation shall be
transferred without impairment of civil service sta-
tus, seniority, retirement and other rights, without
interruption of his service within the meaning of
said chapter thirty-one and without reduction in
his compensation and salary grade, notwithstand-
ing any change in his title or duties made as a
result of such transfer.
Whenever a town revokes acceptance of this law
and withdraws from a regional police district said
town shall remain liable for its share of any obli-
gation of the district incurred while said town was
a member of said district.
Whenever a town revokes acceptance of this law
and withdraws from a regional police district and
thereby breaks the contiguity required by section
ninety-nine C, the remaining towns shall continue
to form a district notwithstanding the absence of
contiguity.
Added by St. 1969, c. 878. Amended by St. 1978, c. 393,
§ 19.
§ 100. Indemnification of police officers, fire-
men and persons aiding them; actions
for intentional or negligent injuries
inflicted upon same
Upon application by a fire fighter or police offi-
cer of a city, town or fire or water district, or in the
event of the physical or mental incapacity or death
of such fire fighter or police officer, by someone in
his behalf, the board or officer of such city, town or
district authorized to appoint fire fighters or police
officers, as the case may be, shall determine wheth-
er it is appropriate under all the circumstances for
such city, town or district to indemnify such fire
fighter or police officer for his reasonable hospital,
medical, surgical, chiropractic, nursing, pharma-
ceutical, prosthetic and related expenses and rea-
sonable charges for chiropody (podiatry) incurred
as the natural and proximate result of an accident
occurring or of undergoing a hazard peculiar to his
employment, while acting in the performance and
within the scope of his duty without fault oi his
own. If such board or officer determines that
indemnification is appropriate, such board or offi-
cer shall certify for payment, either directly or by
way of reimbursement, by such city, town or dis-
trict, in the same manner as a bill lawfully incurred
by such board or officer but out of an appropria-
tion for the purposes of clause (32) of section five
of chapter forty, such of said expenses as may be
specified in such certificate. Whenever such board
or officer denies an application in whole or in part,
such board or officer shall set forth in writing its or
his reasons for such denial and cause a copy there-
of to be delivered to the applicant. At any time
within two years after the filing of an application
as aforesaid, an applicant aggrieved by any denial
of his application or by the failure of such board or
officer to act thereon within six months from the
filing thereof may petition the superior court in
equity to determine whether such board or officer
has without good cause failed to act on such an
application or, in denying the application, in whole
or in part, has committed error of law or has been
arbitrary or capricious, or has abused its or his
discretion, or otherwise has acted not in accor-
dance with law. After due notice and hearing,
such court may order such board or officer to act
on such application or to consider, or further con-
sider, and determine the same in conformity with
law.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section one
hundred A or section one hundred D or any con-
trary provisions of any other general or special
law, a city or town shall indemnify a police officer
or fire fighter, to the extent and in the manner
herein provided and subject to the same limita-
tions, for expenses or damages incurred by him in
the defence or settlement of a claim against him for
acts done by him while operating a motor vehicle
as such police officer or fire fighter.
For the purposes of this section, call firemen and
volunteer firemen shall be considered fire fighters.
This section shall be construed to require a city,
town or district to indemnify, in the manner and to
the extent herein provided, any fire fighter or po-
lice officer who is assigned to special duty by a
superior officer for expenses or damages sustained
by such fire fighter or police officer in the perform-
ance of such duty, whether or not he is paid for
such special duty by the city, town or district, or
otherwise. This section shall also be construed to
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require a city, town or fire or water district to pay
compensation, in the manner herein provided, for
damages, including loss of pay, for personal inju-
ries, whether or not death results, and for property
damage sustained by a person while assisting a
police officer thereof in the discharge of his duty
upon his requirement, and to require a city, town
or fire or water district to indemnity in the manner
herein provided a person required to assist a police
officer in the performance of his duty for expenses
or damages incurred by such person in the defence
or settlement of an action against him for acts done
by him while so assisting such police officer.
In any city which by ordinance shall so provide,
the powers vested, and duties imposed, by this
section upon the board or officer authorized to
appoint police officers, firemen or members of the
fire department of such city shall be exercised and
performed by a majority of the members of a panel
consisting of (a) such officer or the chairman of
such board, (b) the city solicitor or other officer
having similar duties or a person designated in
writing by such solicitor or officer to act for him,
and (c) such physician as the city manager or, if
there is none, the mayor shall in writing appoint.
In any town which by by-law shall so provide,
the powers vested, and duties imposed, by this
section upon the board or officer authorized to
appoint fire fighters in such town shall be exercised
and performed by a majority of the members of a
panel consisting of (a) such officer or the chairman
of such board, (b) the town counsel or other officer
having similar duties or a person designated in
writing by such counsel or officer to act for him,
and (c) such physician as the board of selectmen
shall in writing appoint.
Where the injury for which any payment is made
under the provisions of this section by a city, town
or fire or water district for reasonable hospital,
medical, surgical, chiropractic, nursing, pharma-
ceutical, prosthetic and related expenses and rea-
sonable charges for chiropody (podiatry) was
caused under circumstances creating a legal liabili-
ty in some person to pay damages in respect there-
of, either the person so injured or the city, town or
fire or water district making such payment may
proceed to enforce the liability of such person in
any court of competent jurisdiction. The sum re-
covered shall be for the benefit of the city, town or
fire or water district making such payment, unless
the sum is greater than such payment, in the event
the excess shall be retained by or paid to the
person so injured. For the purposes of this sec-
tion, "excess" shall mean the amount by which the
total sum received in payment for the injury, exclu-
sive of interest and costs, exceeds the amount paid
under this section. The party bringing the action
shall be entitled to any costs recovered by him.
Any interest received in such action shall be appor-
tioned between the city, town or fire or water
district and the person so injured in proportion to
the amounts received by them respectively, exclu-
sive of interest and costs. The expense of any
attorney's fees shall be divided between the city,
town or fire or water district and the person so
injured in proportion to the amounts received by
them respectively.
Whoever intentionally or negligently injures a
firefighter or police officer for which he is paid
indemnification under this section shall be liable in
tort to the city, town or fire or water district for the
amount of indemnification so paid.
Amended bv St.1933, c. 324, § 3; St.1938, c. 298;
St.1945, c. 670; St.1950, c. 337; St.1950, c. 398;
St.1950, c. 412, § 1; St.1950, c. 550; St.1955, c. 168;
St.1957, c. 342; St. 1958, c. 267; St.1962, c. 580, § 1;
St.1966, c. 322; St. 1 969, c. 879; St. 1970, c. 27; St.1977,
c. 646, § 1; St.1977, c. 880, § 1; St.1978, c. 512, § 9.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 379.
St. 1893, c. 186.
St.1900, c. 220.
R.L.1902, c. 26, § 21.
St.1910, c. 261.
St.1920, c. 591, § 14.
St.1927, c. 157.
St. 1929, c. 192.
§ 100A. Repealed, 1978, 512, Sec. 10
§ 100B. Indemnification of retired police offi-
cers and fire fighters
Any city operating under a Plan D or Plan E
charter which accepts this section by the affirma-
tive vote of two thirds of all the members of its city
council, and any other city which accepts this
section by a majority vote of its city council with
the approval of its mayor, and any town which
accepts this section by a majority vote of its inhab-
itants at an annual town meeting or a special town
meeting, may, upon written application by any of
its police officers or fire fighters retired either
before or after the acceptance of this section under
a general or special law specifically relating to
retirement for accidental disability, except a special
law applicable to one person, or in the event of the
death of any such police officer or fire fighter, upon
written application by his widow or, if he leaves no
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widow, by his next of kin, indemnify, out of any
funds appropriated for the purposes of this section,
such police officer or fire fighter or, in the event of
his death, his widow, or if he leaves no widow, his
next of kin, for all reasonable hospital, medical and
surgical, chiropractic, nursing, pharmaceutical,
prosthetic and related expenses and reasonable
charges for podiatry incurred by such police officer
or fire fighter after his retirement; provided, how-
ever, that no person shall be indemnified under this
section unless a majority of the members of a panel
consisting of (a) the chairman of the retirement
board of the city or town, (b) the city solicitor,
town counsel or other officer having similar duties
or a person designated in writing by such solicitor,
counsel or officer to act for him, and (c) such
physician as the city or town manager or, if there is
none, the mayor or selectmen in writing appoint
shall, upon receipt from the applicant of due proof,
certify:
—(1) that the expenses for which indemnifi-
cation is sought were the natural and proximate
result of the disability for which the police officer
or lire fighter was retired; (2) that such expenses
were incurred after the acceptance of this section;
(3) that the hospital, medical and surgical, chiro-
practic, nursing, pharmaceutical, prosthetic and
related expenses and reasonable charges for podia-
try to which such expenses relate were rendered
within six months before the filing of the applica-
tion; (4) that such expenses were in no ways attrib-
utable to the use by the police officer or fire fighter
of any intoxicating liquor or drug or to his being
gainfully employed after retirement or to any other
willful act or conduct on his part; and (5) that such
expenses are reasonable under all the circum-
stances.
Added by St. 1953, c. 628, § 1. Amended by St. 1961, c.
152, § 1; St.1970, c. 227; St.1972, c. 317;" St.1973, c.
266; St. 1982, c. 584.
§§ 100C to 100F. Repealed, 1978, 512, Sec.
10
§ 100G. Payment of funeral and burial ex-
penses of fire fighters and police
officers killed in performance of
duties; acceptance of section
Any city operating under a Plan D or Plan E
charter, by the affirmative vote of a majority of its
city council or any other city, by a majority vote of
its city council with the approval of its mayor, and
any town, by a majority vote at an annual or
special town meeting, shall pay the reasonable ex-
pense, not exceeding two thousand dollars, of the
funeral and burial of any firefighter who while in
the performance of his duty and as a result of an
accident while responding to or returning from an
alarm or fire or any emergency or as the result of
an accident involving a fire department vehicle,
which the firefighter is operating or in which he is
riding or while at the scene of a fire or any emer-
gency is killed or sustains injuries which result in
his death, or of any police officer who while in the
performance of his duty and as the result of an
assault on his person, or a result of an accident
while responding to an emergency while in the
performance of his official duty or as result of an
accident involving a police department vehicle
which he is operating or in which he is riding is
killed or sustains injuries which result in his death.
The provisions of this section shall become effective
in a city or town when accepted by such city or
town.
Added by St. 1971, c. 310. Amended by St.1973, c. 200;
St.1978, c. 192.
§ 100GA. Payment of funeral and burial ex-
penses of firefighters and police
officers killed in performance of
duties; acceptance of section
Any city operating under a Plan D or Plan E
charter, by the affirmative vote of a majority of its
city council or any other city, by a majority vote of
its city council with the approval of its mayor, and
any town, by a majority vote at an annual or
special town meeting, shall pay the reasonable ex-
pense, not exceeding $15,000, of the funeral and
burial of any firefighter while in the performance
of his duty and as a result of an accident while
responding to or returning from an alarm or fire or
any emergency or as the result of an accident
involving a fire department vehicle, which the fire-
fighter is operating or in which he is riding or
while at the scene of a fire or any emergency is
killed or sustains injuries which result in his death,
or of any police officer who while in the perform-
ance of his duty and as the result of an assault on
his person, or a result of an accident while re-
sponding to an emergency while in the perform-
ance of his official duty or as result of an accident
involving a police department vehicle which he is
operating or in which he is riding is killed or
sustains injuries which result in his death. No
payment shall be made under this section in the
absence of adequate documentation that such ex-
pense has actually been incurred. The provisions
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of this section shall become effective in a city or
town when accepted by such city or town.
In those cities or towns which accept the provi-
sions of this section, the provisions of section one
hundred G shall not be applicable.
Added by St.1987, c. 176. Amended by St.2007, c. 110,
§§ 1,2, eff. Aug. 15,2007.
§ lOOG^:. Attendance by police officers at po-
lice association executive board
meetings; acceptance of section
Members of the police department in a city, town
or district may be excused from duty without loss
of compensation while in attendance of meetings of
the executive board of the Massachusetts police
association, when such regular meetings are held
during the regular tour of duty of such member.
The provisions of this section shall become effective
in a city or town when accepted by such city or
town and in a district when accepted by a majority
of the towns comprising such district.
Added by St. 1 979, c. 477.
§ 100H. Indemnification of law enforcement
officers for dogs used in connection
with official duties
If an action is brought against a law enforcement
officer because of damage caused by a dog which
said officer was caring for or maintaining in con-
nection with his official duties, the political subdi-
vision employing said officer shall indemnify him
for expenses or damages incurred in the settlement
or defense of such action; provided that in the case
of an officer employed by a city or town such
settlement or defense shall have been made by the
city solicitor or town counsel or by an attorney
legally employed for the purpose by a city or town.
Added by St. 1972, c. 495, § 1.
§§ 1007, 100J. Repealed, 1978, 512, Sec. 10
§ 101. Commissioner of public safety; powers
and duties
If a town so votes under section twenty-one the
selectmen shall appoint a suitable person as chief
of the police and fire departments who may be
designated as commissioner of public safety. He
shall have authority, subject to the approval of the
selectmen, to appoint a deputy as chief of the
police and one or more deputy chiefs of the fire
department. He shall have all the authority of
constables and police officers in towns and also the
powers and duties of fire engineers, and, subject to
the approval of the selectmen, shall fix the compen-
sation of police officers and permanent and call
members of the fire department. Such compensa-
tion shall not exceed, however, in the aggregate the
amount appropriated therefor by the town. The
deputy chiefs of the fire department shall under
him have the powers of fire engineers relative to
the extinguishing of fires in the town and the
protection of life and property in case of fire.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 591, § 41.
§ 101 A. Police officers or firefighters; tobacco
smoking
Subsequent to January first, nineteen hundred
and eighty-eight, no person who smokes any tobac-
co product shall be eligible for appointment as a
police officer or firefighter in a city or town and no
person so appointed after said date shall continue
in such office or position if such person thereafter
smokes any tobacco products. The personnel ad-
ministrator shall promulgate regulations for the
implementation of this section.
Added by St.1987, c. 697, § 117.
§ 102. Inspector of health
If a town votes under section twenty-one to have
its selectmen act as a board of health, the select-
men may appoint an inspector of health, who shall
assist the selectmen in the performance of their
duties as such board.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 591, § 38.
§ 102A. Appointment in towns under three
thousand population
In any town of not exceeding three thousand
inhabitants which votes under section twenty-one
to have its selectmen act as a board of health and
which accepts this section by vote in town meeting,
the selectmen may appoint the school physician to
be inspector of health, with the duties set forth in
section one hundred and two. Such appointment
shall not bar the school physician from the general
practice of his profession.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1925, c. 303, § 3.
252
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 41 § 105
§ 102B. Appointment in towns of 5,000 or
more inhabitants
In any town of five thousand inhabitants or more
which accepts this section, the board of health shall
appoint a full-time inspector of health who shall
devote his time to the enforcement of the laws and
regulations related to public health and such other
duties as may be assigned by said board. This
section shall not apply to any town which has
formed a district pursuant to section twenty-seven
A of chapter one hundred eleven.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 281.
§ 103. Purchasing department; purchasing
agent; duties and salaries
A city which accepts this section in the manner
provided in the following section or has accepted
corresponding provisions of earlier laws, or a town
which accepts this section or has accepted corre-
sponding provisions of earlier laws, may establish a
purchasing department, to consist of a purchasing
agent and such assistants as the city council or
selectmen may determine. In cities the salaries of
the purchasing agent and assistants shall be deter-
mined by the city council. In cities the agent and
assistants shall be appointed by the mayor for such
terms of office as may be prescribed by ordinance,
and in towns they shall be appointed and may be
removed by the selectmen. The purchasing agent
shall purchase all supplies for the city or town and
for every department thereof except in case of
emergency. All purchases or contracts for pur-
chases exceeding one thousand dollars in amount
shall be based upon competition. A record shall be
kept by the department of the prices paid for the
supplies, and shall be open to the inspection of any
citizen.
Amended by St. 1967, c. 79, § 2; St. 1986, c. 18; St. 1989,
c. 341, § 25.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1916, c. 223, § 1.
St.1920, c. 591, § 30.
§ 104. Establishment of purchasing depart-
ment; submission to electorate
A city council, with the approval of the mayor,
may vote to submit the preceding section to the
qualified voters of the city at any annual city elec-
tion, in the form of the following question to be
placed upon the ballot:
YES.
NO.
"Shall section one hundred
and three of chapter forty-one of
the General Laws, authorizing
the establishment of purchasing
departments in cities, be accept-
ed?"
If a majority of the voters voting thereon shall
vote in the affirmative, said section shall take effect
in that city.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1916, c. 223, § 2.
§ 105. Board of trustees for soldiers' memori-
als; powers and duties; membership;
tenure; vacancies; rules and regula-
tions
Towns which accept gifts or bequests or appro-
priate money for the purpose of properly commem-
orating the services and sacrifices of the soldiers,
sailors, marines and airmen who have served the
country in war or persons who have rendered
military service for the commonwealth in time of
war may provide for a board of trustees to have
charge and control of the construction of any such
memorial, and to have the custody and care thereof
after its construction. In cities the board shall
consist of the mayor and five members appointed
by him and approved by the council, three of
whom shall be veterans and two of whom shall not
be veterans of any war; two members shall be
appointed for one year, two for two years, and one
for three years, and as the term of each member
expires, a successor shall be appointed for three
years. Any vacancy shall be filled in the same
manner for the unexpired term. In towns the said
board shall consist of the chairman of the board of
selectmen, and five members elected by the town in
the same manner as other town officers, three of
whom shall be veterans and two of whom shall not
be veterans of any war; two members shall be
elected for one year, two for two years and one for
three years, and as the term of each member ex-
pires, a successor shall be elected for three years;
but until such board is elected, the selectmen may
appoint a temporary board to serve until the next
annual town meeting. Whenever a member who
shall be a veteran is to be elected, the office shall
be identified on the ballot and on nomination pa-
pers as "trustee of soldiers' memorials — veteran"
and only candidates who are veterans shall be
nominated. Whenever a member who shall not be
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a veteran is to be elected, the office shall be identi-
fied on the ballot and on nomination papers as
"trustee of soldiers' memorials — non-veteran"
and only candidates who are not veterans of any
war shall be nominated. Any vacancy occurring in
the town board shall be filled for the unexpired
term by the remaining members. Such board may
make such rules and regulations relative to the use
of said memorials as they deem necessary. "War"
as used in this section shall include, but not be
limited to, the following military actions: Korean,
Vietnam, Lebanon, and Grenada.
Amended by St. 1936, c. 132, § 2; St. 1954, c. 627, § 17;
St.1985, c. 175, § 1; St. 1986, c. 695, § 1; St.1989, c.
124; St.1990, c. 526, § 7.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1919, c. 61, § 3.
St.l920,c. 292, § 3.
§ 106. Tree warden; appointment; term
If the town provides by vote or by-law that the
tree warden shall be appointed, such appointment
shall be made by the board of selectmen. The term
of such appointment shall be for three years.
In any city or in a town which exceeds ten
thousand inhabitants and which provides by vote,
by-law or by ordinance that the tree warden shall
be appointed, such appointment shall be made by
the mayor, with the approval of the city council or
by the board of selectmen. In such city or town,
the tree warden shall exercise the duties of tree
warden and of insect pest control. Such tree war-
den shall be qualified by training and experience in
the field of arborculture and licensed with the
department of food and agriculture in accordance
with the provisions of section ten of chapter one
hundred and thirty-two B. The term of such ap-
pointment shall be for three years.
Amended by St. 1 977, c. 690, § 3; St. 1996, c. 395.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1920, c. 591, § 42.
§ 106A. Town physician; appointment in cer-
tain towns
In any town of not exceeding three thousand
inhabitants which accepts this section by vote in
town meeting, the selectmen may appoint the
school physician to be the town physician. Such
appointment shall not bar the school physician
from the general practice of his profession.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1925, c. 303, § 4.
§ 106B. Capital planning committee; estab-
lishment; duties
A town at its annual town meeting may by by-law
establish a capital planning committee. Said by-
law shall prescribe the composition, mode of ap-
pointment or election and terms of the members of
said capital planning committee. Said committee
shall annually review the capital improvement pro-
gram, if any, and proposals for the construction of
municipal buildings, acquisition of land or person-
al property and make recommendations to the ap-
propriate officer, board, agency or department.
Such recommendations may be included within the
annual budget or the annual report required by
section sixty-one if authorized by a by-law of the
town. Other duties and responsibilities of said
capital planning committee may be specified by by-
law. Any vacancy occurring shall be filled for the
unexpired term in the same manner as the original
appointment.
Added by St. 1 986, c. 119.
§ 107. Oath of office; beginning of term
A person who is elected town clerk shall be
sworn either by the moderator or by a justice of the
peace, and shall enter upon the performance of his
duties on the seventh day succeeding his election
or as soon thereafter as he is qualified and shall
hold office during the term fixed by law, which
shall begin on the seventh day succeeding his elec-
tion, and until another person is qualified in his
stead. Every person elected as a moderator of a
town or district or to any other town office desig-
nated by name in section one, or as an officer of a
district, which district includes two or more towns,
before entering upon his official duties shall be
sworn to the faithful performance thereof either by
the town clerk in the case of a moderator, and in
all other cases by the moderator, or by the town
clerk in the town in which he resides, and, unless
other provision is specifically made by law, shall
enter upon the performance of his duties on the
day after his election, or as soon thereafter as he is
qualified, and shall hold office during the term
fixed by law, which shall begin on the day after
said election, and until another person is qualified
in his stead. Every other elected member and
every appointed member of every board or com-
mission of a town, and every other elected officer
and every appointed officer of a town, shall also,
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before entering upon his official duties, be sworn to
the faithful performance thereof.
Amended by St. 1953, c. 44; St. 1955, c. 123; St. 1964, c.
63.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 75, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 33.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 31.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 78,79.
Sl.1893, c. 417, §§ 277, 278.
St.1898, c. 548, §§ 342,343.
R.L.1902, c. 11, §§ 346,347.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 374, 375, 456.
St.1913, c. 835, §§ 414,415, 503.
St.1918, c. 291, § 27.
St.1927, c. 18.
St. 1929, c. 130.
§ 108. Compensation
The salary and compensation of all elected offi-
cers of a town shall be fixed annually by vote of the
town at an annual town meeting, but said salary or
compensation may be revised by a two-thirds vote
of any special town meeting called to conduct
business later in the same fiscal year for which said
salary or compensation was originally fixed; pro-
vided, however, that such salary revision occurs
prior to the establishment of the tax rate of the
town in said fiscal year. Except as provided in
section four A and section one hundred and eight
A, and except in any city in which salaries and
wages are fixed by special law or by ordinance in
accordance with the provisions of any general or
special law, all boards or heads of departments of a
town shall, as soon as may be after the passage of
the annual budget, fix the salary or compensation
of all officers or employees appointed or employed
by them, subject to the provisions of section thirty-
one of chapter forty-four. The provisions of this
section shall be operative notwithstanding the pro-
visions of sections thirteen and thirty-four of said
chapter forty-four. A city may by ordinance pre-
scribe that all fees, charges or commissions al-
lowed by law to any officer thereof shall be paid
into the city treasury and belong to the city, and in
such case shall pay such officer such compensation
as the city council may determine.
Amended by St.1947, c. 540, § 1; St.1969, c. 849, § 44;
SU971.C. 766, § 10; St.1982, c. 226.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 308, § 1.
St.1893, c. 423, § 37.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 95; c. 26,
St.1920, c. 591, § 8.
St.l931,c. 426, § 157.
§ 17.
§ 108A. Classification of positions; compensa-
tion plans; rules and regulations
A city by ordinance and a town by by-law may
establish, and from time to time amend, a plan
classifying any or all positions, other than those
filled by popular election and those under the di-
rection and control of the school committee, into
groups and classes doing substantially similar work
or having substantially equal responsibilities.
Such city or town may in like manner or in a city
by vote of the city council, subject to the provisions
of its charter, and in a town by vote of the town at
a town meeting, establish, and from time to time
amend, a plan establishing minimum and maxi-
mum salaries to be paid to employees in positions
so classified, and such salary plan may provide for
the attainment of such maximum salaries by peri-
odical step-rate increases based on length of ser-
vice. Nothing in this section shall be construed to
conflict with the provisions of chapter thirty-one.
Any by-law adopted under the provisions of this
section shall not be subject to section thirty-two of
chapter forty.
In any city or town for which a classification
plan has been established in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph (b) of section five of said
chapter thirty-one, the city or town affected thereby
shall, within one year after receiving notice from
the administrator of the effective date of such clas-
sification plan or of said amendment or change,
establish, amend or change, as the case may be, a
compensation plan with a minimum and maximum
salary for each group of positions. No rule or
regulation or change in rules or regulations shall
be promulgated as a part of any such compensation
plan except after a public hearing held not less
than two weeks nor more than two months after
notice thereof shall have been posted in a conspicu-
ous place in the city or town hall and in at least
five other convenient and conspicuous places and
shall also have been published on one or more days
in one or more newspapers having a circulation in
the city or town. Every notice posted shall con-
tain, or have subjoined or annexed thereto, a copy
of the proposed rule or regulation. If such rule or
regulation or change therein is to be adopted by
vote of the town or by by-law, the publication of the
proposed rule, regulation or change in the warrant
for the town meeting shall be deemed to satisfy the
requirements of this paragraph.
Added by St.1947, c. 540, § 2. Amended by St.1948, c.
351; St.1960, c. 87; St.1969, c. 12, § 2; St.1969, c. 849,
§ 45; St.1971, c. 766, § 10; St.1978, c. 393, § 20.
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§ 108B. Assessors and tax collectors in dis-
tricts; compensation and expenses
In a town in which a district has been created
and is operating under a law which requires the
assessors of the town to assess district taxes and
the collector of taxes of the town to collect such
taxes, such district shall annually appropriate mon-
ey for the salary or compensation of the assessors
and collector of taxes, which shall be in addition to
the amounts fixed by the town for salary or com-
pensation as provided by section one hundred and
eight and shall also include additional compensa-
tion for certified collectors as provided in section
108P. The amounts appropriated for said pur-
poses shall not be less than the amounts deter-
mined by the prudential committee of the district,
or, if there be no prudential committee, by the
commissioners of the district and the selectmen of
the town. If the said prudential committee or
commissioners, as the case may be, and the select-
men cannot agree on the amounts and the commis-
sioner of revenue is so notified, the said commis-
sioner may determine the amounts and shall notify
the assessors who shall include the amounts deter-
mined by said commissioner in the aggregate
amount assessed annually for district taxes, and the
amounts assessed shall be paid said assessors and
collectors. Said districts may also appropriate
money for books, forms and other necessary ex-
penses of said assessors and collectors of taxes in
connection with the assessment and collection of
such taxes.
Added by St.1949, c. 235. Amended by St.1967, c. 45,
§ 5; St.1978, c. 514, § 27; St.1999, c. 170, §2.
§ 108C. By-laws pertaining to administration
of personnel; consolidation
A town may consolidate, in a single chapter or
article, all provisions of its by-laws pertaining to
the administration of its personnel, including,
among other things, the compensation plan estab-
lished pursuant to paragraph (b) of section five of
chapter thirty-one, the plans established pursuant
to section one hundred and eight A of this chapter,
and any by-laws adopted pursuant to section twen-
ty-one A of chapter forty, and may provide by by-
law for the establishment of a personnel board or
other agency for the purpose of administering said
plans or other provisions of its by-laws pertaining
to personnel, determining any questions arising
thereunder, and advising the town in any matters
pertaining thereto; provided, however, such con-
solidated by-law shall not be subject to the approv-
al of the attorney general as provided in section
thirty-two of chapter forty.
Added by St.1954, c. 295, § 2. Amended by St.1978, c.
393, § 21.
§ 108D. Fire fighters; minimum annual com-
pensation
Notwithstanding the provisions of section thirty-
three A of chapter forty-four and any other general
or special law to the contrary, the minimum annual
compensation of each permanent fire fighter in the
fire department of any city or town, except one
who by virtue of section sixty-one of chapter thirty-
one is not regarded as a tenured employee, shall be
not less than fifty-five hundred dollars. This sec-
tion shall become effective when accepted in a city
having a plan E charter by the affirmative vote of a
majority of all the members of the city council,
and, in the case of other cities by vote of the city
council, subject to the provisions of the charter,
and in a town by a majority vote at a town meeting.
Added by St. 1958, c. 621. Amended by St. 1960, c. 260;
St.1978, c. 393, § 22.
§ 108E. Policemen; schedule of minimum an-
nual compensation
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the minimum annual
compensation of each regular police officer of the
police department of any city or town shall be not
less than the following:
For the first year of service four thousand eight
hundred and eighty dollars.
For the second year of service five thousand and
thirty dollars.
For the third and each succeeding year of service
five thousand five hundred dollars.
This section shall become effective when accept-
ed in a city having a plan E charter by the affirma-
tive vote of a majority of all the members of the city
council, and, in the case of other cities by vote of
the city council, subject to the provisions of the
charter, and in a town by majority vote at an
annual town meeting.
Added by St. 1 959, c. 228.
§ 108F. Fire fighters; schedule of minimum
annual compensation
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the minimum annual
compensation of each fire fighter, permanently em-
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ployed, in the fire department of any city or town
which accepts the provisions of this section, except
a fire fighter who, by virtue of section sixty-one of
chapter thirty-one is not regarded as a tenured
employee, shall be not less than the following:
For the first year of service five thousand five
hundred dollars.
For the second year of service six thousand dol-
lars.
For the third and each succeeding year of service
six thousand three hundred dollars.
Added by St. 1962, c. 520. Amended by St. 1978, c. 393,
§ 23.
§ 108G. Policemen; alternate schedule of min-
imum annual compensation
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the minimum annual
compensation of each regular police officer of the
police department of any city or town which ac-
cepts the provisions of this section shall be not less
than the following:
For the first year of service fifty-five hundred
dollars.
For the second year of service six thousand dol-
lars.
For the third and each succeeding year of service
sixty-three hundred dollars.
Added by St. 1963, c. 19.
§ 108H. Fire Fighters assigned to photographic
work; additional compensation
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section, a member of the fire department
assigned to photographic work in said department
shall, after completing one year's service in such
assignment, receive in addition to his annual salary
as a fire fighter a salary increase of six hundred
dollars a year, to be paid so long as he is assigned
to said photographic work.
Added by St. 1 966, c. 33.
§ 108/. Policemen assigned to photographic or
fingerprint identification work; ad-
ditional compensation
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section, a member of the police department
assigned to photographic or fingerprint identifica-
tion work in said department shall, after comple-
tion of one year's service in such assignment, re-
ceive in addition to his annual salary as a police
officer a salary increase of six hundred dollars a
year, to be paid him so long as he is assigned to
said photographic or fingerprint identification
work.
Added by St. 1 966, c. 33.
§ 108J. Equal pay of male and female employ-
ees
In any city or town which accepts this section,
male and female employees in classified civil ser-
vice employed in the same grades who, in the
opinion of the personnel administrator, are doing
the same type of work with the same preparation
and training shall receive equal pay.
Added by St. 1966, c. 129. Amended by St. 1974, c. 835,
§ 140.
§ 108K. Female police officers; equality of
compensation
A female regular police officer in a city or town
shall receive compensation equal, in all respects, to
the compensation received by a male regular police
officer of equal rank and seniority.
Added by St. 1966, e. 499.
§ 108L. Police career incentive pay program;
salary increases; reimbursement of
cities or towns
There is hereby established a career incentive
pay program offering base salary increases to regu-
lar full-time members of the various city and town
police departments, uniformed members of the de-
partment of state police appointed under said sec-
tion ten, state police detectives appointed under
section ten of said chapter twenty-two C, as a
reward for furthering their education in the field of
policework.
Police career incentive base salary increases
shall be predicated on the accumulation of points
earned in the following manner: one point for each
semester hour credit earned toward a baccalaure-
ate or an associate degree; sixty points for an
associate degree; one hundred and twenty points
for a baccalaureate degree; and one hundred and
fifty points for a degree of master or for a degree in
law; provided, that said credits or degrees were
earned in courses leading towards a degree in law
enforcement or any course or degree program ap-
proved by the board of higher education prior to
July 1st, 1976. All semester credits and degrees
shall be earned in an educational institution ac-
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credited by the New England Association of Col-
leges and Secondary Schools or by the board of
higher education, and shall be credited for the
purpose of determining points under this section,
notwithstanding the date of appointment of an indi-
vidual to a position described in the first paragraph
of this section.
The board of higher education is hereby author-
ized and directed to establish and maintain a list of
approved courses leading to a degree in law en-
forcement.
Base salary increases authorized by this section
shall be granted in the following manner: a three
per cent increase for ten points so accumulated, a
six per cent increase for twenty-five points, a ten
per cent increase for forty points, a fifteen per cent
increase for sixty points, a twenty per cent increase
for one hundred and twenty points, and a thirty per
cent increase for one hundred and fifty points so
accumulated.
Any city or town which accepts the provisions of
this section and provides career incentive salary
increases for police officers shall be reimbursed by
the commonwealth for one half the cost of such
payments upon certification by the board of higher
education. The board of higher education shall
certify the amount of such reimbursement to be
paid to such city or town from information filed on
or before September first of each year with said
board, on a form furnished by it, the chief of police,
or one of similar rank, of the city or town police
department. The board of higher education shall
also certify the amount of the career incentive
salary increases to be allocated to the members of
the department of state police appointed under
section ten of chapter twenty-two C from informa-
tion filed with said board on or before September
first of each year by the colonel of state police.
Said information shall be filed on a form to be
furnished by the board of higher education.
Notwithstanding the provisions of this section,
no such regular full-time police officer shall be
entitled to such pay increase for points earned after
September 1st, 1976; provided, however, that such
police officer who is certified as of September 1st,
1976 in the police career incentive program lead-
ing to a degree in law enforcement shall only be
granted further base salary increases of fifteen per
cent for an associate's degree in law enforcement,
or sixty points earned toward a baccalaureate de-
gree in law enforcement, a twenty per cent in-
crease for a baccalaureate degree in law enforce-
ment, a thirty per cent increase for a master's
degree in law enforcement or for a degree in law;
or any police officer enrolled in any course or
degree program approved by the board of higher
education, prior to July 1st, 1976, shall only be
granted further base salary increases of fifteen per
cent for an associate's degree or sixty points earned
toward a baccalaureate degree, a twenty per cent
increase for a baccalaureate degree, and a thirty
per cent increase for a master's degree or for a
degree in law, provided further, that such percent-
age increase shall in total, including any previously
earned increase, not exceed fifteen per cent for an
associate's degree or sixty points earned toward a
baccalaureate degree, twenty per cent for a bacca-
laureate degree, and thirty per cent for a master's
degree or for a degree in law, provided further,
that any regular full-time police officer commenc-
ing such incentive pay program after September
1st, 1976 shall be granted a base salary increase of
ten per cent upon attaining an associate's degree in
law enforcement or sixty points earned to a bacca-
laureate degree in law enforcement, a twenty per
cent increase upon attaining a baccalaureate de-
gree in law enforcement, and a twenty-five per cent
increase upon attaining a master's degree in law
enforcement or for a degree in law.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this sec-
tion to the contrary, the board of higher education
shall establish quality guidelines, including, but
not limited to, standards and review processes, for
programs pursued for police career incentive pay
increases under this section. Any such degree
shall have been earned through a program ap-
proved by the board of higher education as meet-
ing or exceeding academic standards established
by the above-mentioned guidelines. Under no cir-
cumstances, shall said board certify any program
which grants credits for the following: life experi-
ence; courses taught by instructors lacking appro-
priate educational degrees as determined by said
board; and courses lacking appropriate concen-
tration on academic and scholarly research. For
the purposes of fulfilling the duties and obligations
set forth in this section, the board of higher edu-
cation shall have the authority to conduct periodic
reviews of criminal justice or law degree pro-
grams offered by independent regionally accredit-
ed colleges and universities. The board of higher
education shall only certify career incentive pay
increases earned through the completion of pro-
grams that meet the board's guidelines, but police
officers enrolled, prior to the implementation of
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the quality guidelines, in degree granting pro-
grams in order to receive career incentive base
salary adjustments shall, upon attainment of said
degree, be eligible for certification by the board of
higher education to receive career incentive base
salary increases pursuant to the provisions of this
section in effect prior to the quality guidelines
established pursuant to this paragraph. Police of-
ficers receiving career incentive base salary ad-
justments prior to the implementation of the quali-
ty guidelines shall continue to receive such base
salary adjustments, as certified by said board, pur-
suant to the provisions of this section in effect
prior to the quality guidelines established pursuant
to this paragraph.
Only graduates of: (1) criminal justice or law
enforcement programs that meet or exceed the
guidelines for criminal justice and law enforcement
programs, as set forth by the board of higher
education and implemented on January 1, 2004; or
(2) law schools that are New England Association
of School and Colleges accredited or board ap-
proved and who have passed the Massachusetts bar
examination, shall be eligible for the police career
incentive pay program.
The president of a New England Association of
Schools and Colleges accredited institution or
board of higher education approved institution
shall submit a letter of intent to seek approval of its
criminal justice degree program to the chancellor
of higher education by May 1 of the year in which
the institution intends to submit an application.
The letter of intent shall include a statement of
commitment to implement Standard D, Admission
and Articulation, for all students enrolling in a
criminal justice or law enforcement program after
May 1 of the calendar year in which the letter is
submitted. All programs shall meet the guidelines
for criminal justice and law enforcement programs
as approved by the board of higher education.
An application for approval as a police career
incentive pay program participating institution
shall be developed by the board of higher education
and shall include the following: (1) a profile of the
program; (2) demonstration of the program's ful-
fillment of the standards as stated in the guidelines;
and (3) an application fee to cover the evaluation
costs of the review process. Applications shall be
submitted according to the timetable established by
the board of higher education.
Each institution shall pay an evaluation fee to the
board of higher education's police career incentive
pay program quality assurance trust fund to cover
the costs of review of its program. In addition to
the fee, the institution shall pay for travel, room,
board and other normal expenses of the external
evaluation committee. If the committee requires
subsequent visits, the board of higher education
shall charge for further expenses at its discretion.
Evaluation fees shall be determined by the total
number of degrees awarded to all students enrolled
in the criminal justice and law enforcement pro-
gram being reviewed based on an average of the 3
years immediately prior to the submission of the
application.
Fees shall be determined by the total number of
degrees awarded to all students in the criminal
justice and law enforcement program being re-
viewed in the following manner: $1,000 for institu-
tions awarding fewer than 20 criminal justice or
law enforcement degrees per year; $ 1 ,500 for insti-
tutions awarding between 20 and 50 criminal jus-
tice or law enforcement degrees per year; $2,000
for institutions awarding between 51 and 100 crim-
inal justice or law enforcement degrees per year;
$2,500 for institutions awarding between 101 and
150 criminal justice or law enforcement degrees
per year; $3,000 for institutions awarding between
151 and 200 criminal justice or law enforcement
degrees per year; and $3,500 for institutions
awarding over 200 criminal justice or law enforce-
ment degrees per year.
Once an application is submitted, the following
timetable shall apply: (1) within 30 business days,
board staff shall determine whether or not the
application is complete and notify the institution;
(2) within 30 business days of notification to the
institution that the application is complete, an ex-
ternal evaluation committee shall be appointed in
accordance with the guidelines; (3) within 30 busi-
ness days of completing the evaluation of a pro-
gram's application, the external evaluation com-
mittee shall submit a report to board staff; (4)
within 30 business days of receipt of the report,
board staff shall send the committee's report to the
institution with a response required; (5) the institu-
tion may request an extension, if needed, to re-
spond adequately to the committee's report; (6)
within 30 business days of receiving the institu-
tion's response, the staff of the board shall evaluate
materials submitted by the institution, the commit-
tee's written report, the written response from the
institution, and any additional information submit-
ted by the institution, including a request for a
delay; (7) based on its review, board staff shall
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make a recommendation to the board for deferral,
approval, or disapproval, and the board shall take
action by formal vote; and (8) if the board's deter-
mination is to disapprove the institution's request,
the board shall provide a statement of reasons for
the decision.
Programs approved by the board of higher edu-
cation shall be included on an approved program
list for 5 years. The institutions shall annually
submit a status report on its approved programs to
the board. Programs receiving deferrals from the
board shall receive specific conditions that must be
met and a timetable for coming into compliance.
Programs not approved by the board may not re-
apply for at least 1 calendar year following the
board's determination.
When, in the judgment of the board staff, a
review or inspection of a degree program is neces-
sary, the board, in consultation with the applicant
institution, shall select and appoint an external
evaluation committee to serve in the following
manner: ( 1 ) the committee shall review the materi-
als submitted by the program, visit the institution,
and submit a report to the board containing recom-
mendations regarding the programs request for
approval; (2) the number of reviewers on the com-
mittee shall be determined by size, number and
level of the program being reviewed and shall,
under no circumstances have fewer than 2 acade-
micians; (3) to be eligible to serve as an evaluator,
individuals shall have earned at least a master's
degree in criminal justice or a closely related disci-
pline and academic team members shall have pro-
fessional experience in college-level teaching, re-
search, administration or other relevant activities
with institutions of higher education, and practi-
tioners shall have at least 5 years of full-time super-
visory or administrative experience as a criminal
justice practitioner, as well as specific knowledge
of or experience in criminal justice education; (4)
no person shall serve as an evaluator who is em-
ployed by an institution considered by the board to
be in direct competition with the institution under
review; (5) no person shall serve as an evaluator
who has a present or recent official or unofficial
connection with the institution under review, or
who the board has reason to believe has indepen-
dent or pecuniary interest in the outcome of the
board's final action; provided, however, that exter-
nal evaluators shall have a disinterested profession-
al commitment to the task of rendering objective
finding and recommendations based upon empiri-
cal evidence and informed judgments; (6) each
committee shall have a chairperson who shall be
responsible for providing leadership to the commit-
tee, for being the committee's liaison with the
institution and for preparing with other committee
members, the committee's report; (7) the commit-
tee shall submit a written report, including recom-
mendations to the board, and board staff shall
forward a copy of the report to the institution to
correct factual errors and respond to the content
and recommendations within the report; (8) evalu-
ators shall be given an honorarium by the board of
higher education and all expenses shall be paid by
the institution under review; and (9) evaluators
shall be provided an orientation before conducting
reviews.
Annually, each approved institution shall submit
2 copies of a report to the board reviewing the
status of the institution's criminal justice and law
enforcement program. This report shall certify
that the criminal justice program is being main-
tained and operated within the provisions and
guidelines set forth by the board of higher edu-
cation guidelines for criminal justice and law en-
forcement programs. If at any time, in the judg-
ment of the board staff, there is a reasonable
probability of non-compliance with the board's
guidelines by a particular institution, the board
may review the institution to determine if contin-
ued approval of the institution is proper.
An institution that is in objection of an adverse
decision may appeal the board's determination.
The appeal shall be heard by a review panel ap-
pointed by the board of higher education and the
findings and recommendations of the panel shall
be received by the board whose decision shall be
final.
Added by St. 1970, c. 835. Amended by St. 1973, c. 369,
§§ 1, 2; St.1975, c. 452, §§ 1 to 3; St.1976, c. 283, § 38;
St.1976, c. 480, § 9; St.1991, c. 138, §§ 124, 125;
St.1991, c. 412, §§ 51, 52; St.2002, c. 184, § 48;
St. 2004, c. 149, § 93, eff. July 1, 2004.
§ 108M. Police officers attending law enforce-
ment courses at accredited college
or university for degree; payment
of salary; duty hours; agreement
A city or town which employs a permanent po-
lice officer who is enrolled as a student in good
standing in a police, law enforcement, criminal
justice or police career oriented course of study at
a college or university accredited by the New Eng-
land Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools, Inc., or the board of higher education,
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shall, subject to the approval of the appointing
authority, and chief of police or any other officer
having similar duties, pay said police officer his full
weekly salary during the normal thirty-two weeks
such college or university is in session; provided,
that he is enrolled for at least sixteen hours of
classroom instruction, works twenty-four hours a
week on regular duty as a police officer in said city
or town and during regularly scheduled school
vacations works his regular tour of duty; and pro-
vided, further, that he is studying for a baccalaure-
ate, master's or higher degree. Each officer who is
enrolled in a college or university under the provi-
sions of this section shall enter into an agreement
providing that he shall remain in full-time employ-
ment as a police officer in such city or town after
completion of such course of study for as many
years as he has been aided under this section.
AddedbySt.l971,c. 115.
§ 108N. Town manager, administrator, execu-
tive secretary, or administrative as-
sistant; employment contract
Notwithstanding the provision of any general or
special law to the contrary, any city or town acting
through its board of selectmen or city council or
mayor with the approval of the city council, as the
case may be, may establish an employment con-
tract for a period of time to provide for the salary,
fringe benefits, and other conditions of employ-
ment, including but not limited to, severance pay,
relocation expenses, reimbursement for expenses
incurred in the performances of duties or office,
liability insurance, and leave for its town manager,
town administrator, executive secretary, adminis-
trative assistant to the board of selectmen, town
accountants, city auditor or city manager, or the
person performing such duties having a different
title.
Said contract shall be in accordance with and
subject to the provisions of the city or town charter
and shall prevail over any conflicting provision of
any local personnel by-law, ordinance, rule, or
regulation. In addition to the benefits provided
municipal employees under chapters thirty-two and
thirty-two B, said contract may provide for supple-
mental retirement and insurance benefits.
Nothing contained in this section shall affect the
appointment or removal powers of any city or town
over its town manager, town administrator, execu-
tive secretary, administrative assistant to the board
of selectmen, town accountants, city auditor or city
manager, or such person performing such duties
with a different title, nor shall it grant tenure to
such officer, nor shall it abridge the provisions of
section sixty-seven of chapter forty-four.
Added by St.1982, c. 279. Amended by St.1996, c. 182.
§ 108O. Employment contracts for police
chiefs and fire chiefs
Any city or town acting through its appointing
authority, may establish an employment contract
for the salary, fringe benefits, and other conditions
of employment, including but not limited to, sever-
ance pay, relocation expenses, reimbursement for
expenses incurred in the performance of his duties
or office, liability insurance, conditions of disci-
pline, termination, dismissal, and reappointment,
performance standards and leave for its police
chief and fire chief, or a person performing such
duties having a different title. In communities
where said police chief and fire chief is subject to
the provisions of chapter thirty-one, the provisions
of chapter thirty-one shall prevail when the provi-
sions of this section conflict with the provisions of
said chapter thirty-one.
Said contract shall prevail over any conflicting
provision of any local personnel by-law, ordinance,
rule or regulation. In addition to the benefits
provided municipal employees under chapters thir-
ty-two and thirty-two B, said contract may provide
for supplemental retirement and insurance bene-
fits.
Nothing contained in this section shall affect the
appointment powers of any city or town over its
police chief and fire chief, or such person perform-
ing such duties with a different title. In the ab-
sence of any conflicting provisions in an employ-
ment contract, nothing contained in this section
shall affect the removal powers of any city or town
over its police chief and fire chief or such person
performing such duties with a different title.
Nothing contained in this section shall grant
tenure to such officer, nor shall it abridge the
provisions of section sixty-seven of chapter forty-
four. If there is no employment contract in force,
and if the police chief or fire chief has an appoint-
ment for a term, the appointing authority shall give
such chief at least one year's written notice if it
decides not to reappoint said chief.
Added bv St. 1995, c. 289, § 1. Amended by St.2000, c.
423, §§ 1,2.
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§ 108P. Additional compensation for collectors
or treasurers
In any city, town or district that accepts this
section, a collector or a treasurer who has complet-
ed the necessary courses of study and training and
has been awarded a certificate by the Massachu-
setts Collectors and Treasurers Association as a
certified Massachusetts municipal collector or a
certified Massachusetts municipal treasurer or a
certified Massachusetts district treasurer, shall re-
ceive as compensation from such city, town or
district, in addition to the regular annual compen-
sation paid by such city, town or district for ser-
vices in such office, an amount equal to 10 per cent
of such regular annual compensation, but not more
than $1,000 per year. A collector or treasurer who
has been awarded both certificates referred to
above shall receive such additional compensation
for only one such certificate. In order to qualify
for such additional compensation, a collector or
treasurer shall submit to the mayor or the board of
selectmen of such city or town, or the governing
board of a district proof of the award of either or
both such certificates. The additional compensa-
tion provided in this section shall be prorated for
any 12 month period in which an eligible person
does not hold the office of collector or treasurer for
12 consecutive months. Such additional compen-
sation shall be discontinued when certification is
discontinued or withdrawn.
Added by St. 1 999, c. 170, § 3.
§ 109. Resignation; notice; residence require-
ments
No resignation of a town or district officer shall
be deemed effective unless and until such resigna-
tion is filed with the town or district clerk or such
later time certain as may be specified in such
resignation. Upon receipt of a resignation the
clerk shall notify the remaining members, if the
resignation is received from a board of two or
more members, and he shall further notify the
executive officers of the town or district and such
notification shall include the effective date of the
resignation. Unless otherwise provided by general
or special law, ordinance or by-law, a person need
not, in order to accept appointment to a public
office in a town or district, be a resident of such
town or district; provided, however, that if an
appointed town or district officer is required to
become a resident within a period of time specified
at the time of his appointment by the board or
officer making the appointment but fails to do so
within the time specified, or if an elected or ap-
pointed town or district officer removes from the
town or district in which he holds his office, he
shall be deemed to have vacated his office.
Amended by St. 1960, c. 592, § 2; St.1964, c. 54;
St.1970, c. 381; St.1971, c. 151, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
P.S.1882,c. 27, § 89.
St. 1893, c. 417, § 291.
St. 1898, c. 548, § 358.
R.L.1902,c. 11,§ 362.
St. 1907, c. 560, §§ 390,456.
St. 1913, c. 835, §§ 430, 503.
St. 1918, c. 291, § 32.
§ 109A. Fidelity bonds; payment of premiums
Every officer or employee of a city, town or
district required to furnish a fidelity bond with a
surety or sureties shall furnish a bond with a surety
company authorized to transact business in the
commonwealth, as surety. The premium on such
bond shall in every case be paid by the city, town
or district.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1924, c. 404, § 9.
§ 110. Authorization for holidays
The city council of a city may provide that the
employees, including laborers, mechanics and all
other classes of workmen employed by the city,
shall be allowed one half holiday in each week
without loss of pay during such portion of the year
as the city council determines. The selectmen of a
town, upon the recommendation in writing of the
head of any town department, may provide that the
employees of such department in the town, includ-
ing laborers, mechanics and all other classes of
workmen employed by the town, shall be allowed
one half holiday in each week without loss of pay
during such part of the year as the selectmen
determine. This section shall not apply to any city
or town which has accepted the provisions of sec-
tion thirty-three A of chapter one hundred and
forty-nine.
Amended by St. 1950, c. 242.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1898, c. 367, §§ 1, 3.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 99; c. 26, § 22.
St.1920, c. 591, § 12.
§ 1 1 0A. Office hours on Saturday
Any public office in any city or town may remain
closed on any or all Saturdays as may be deter-
mined from time to time, in a city by the city
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council, subject to the provisions of the city char-
ter, or, in a town, by vote of the town at a special
or regular town meeting, and the provisions of
section nine of chapter four shall apply in the case
of such closing of any such office on any Saturday
to the same extent as if such Saturday were a legal
holiday.
Added by St. 1947, c. 265.
§ 111. Vacations of certain employees
In any city or town which has accepted chapter
two hundred and seventeen of the acts of nineteen
hundred and fourteen or has accepted this section
in any form, or which accepts this section in the
manner hereinafter provided, or has accepted earli-
er provisions of this section, every permanent civil
service employee as well as every person classified
as a common laborer, skilled laborer, mechanic or
craftsman, shall be granted a vacation of not less
than two weeks without loss of pay in each calen-
dar year if he has actually worked for such city or
town for thirty weeks in the aggregate during the
twelve months preceding the first day of June in
such year. Such vacation shall be granted by the
head of the respective department of the city or
town at such time as in his opinion will cause the
least interference with the performance of the regu-
lar work of the city or town. Any official of a city
or town whose duty it is to grant a vacation as
provided by this section who wilfully refuses to
grant the same shall be punished by a fine of not
more than one hundred dollars. The attorney gen-
eral shall enforce this section and shall have all
necessary powers therefor.
If a petition requesting that the question of ac-
ceptance of this section be submitted to the regis-
tered voters of any city or town not already subject
to this section, signed by registered voters thereof
equal in number to at least one per cent of the
whole number of registered voters thereof, is filed
with the city or town clerk not less than sixty days
before a biennial state election, said city or town
clerk shall immediately transmit said petition to the
state secretary, who shall cause to be placed upon
the official ballot to be used in said city or town at
said state election the following question: "Shall
section one hundred and eleven of chapter forty-
one of the General Laws, providing for vacations
for certain municipal employees, be accepted?" If
a majority of the registered voters of such city or
town voting thereon vote in the affirmative in an-
swer to said question, said section shall be applica-
ble in such city or town from and after the begin-
ning of the next municipal year.
Amended bv St.1932, c. 109; St.1936, c. 242; St.1937, c.
15; St.1941, c. 368; St.1943, c. 280; St.1946, c. 301;
St.1948, c. 330, § 1; St. 1949, c. 475, § 1; St.1951, c.
242, § 1; St.1998, c. 161, § 280.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1914, c. 217.
St.1915, c. 60.
St. 1917. c. 16.
St. 1919. c. 350, § 65.
St.1920, c. 143.
St.l921,c. 486, § 10.
St.1923, c. 346.
St.1927, c. 131.
§ 1 1 1A. Vacations for police and firemen
In any city or town which accepts this section or
has accepted corresponding provisions of earlier
law, on January first in each year every member of
its regular or permanent police or fire force who
has been such for at least six months shall become
entitled to a vacation of not less than two weeks
during such year, without loss of pay; provided
that a member, who has not been such for a period
of at least six months on said January first, shall be
entitled to such a vacation upon the anniversary
date of his appointment. Such vacation shall be
granted at such time or times as in the opinion of
the board or officer in charge of such force will
cause the least interference with the performance
of the regular work of such force. Section one
hundred and eleven shall not apply to the members
of the regular or permanent police or fire force in
any such city or town.
Amended by St.1934, c. 107; St.1949, c. 172; St.1956, c.
46; St.1960, c. 154; St. 1967, c. 335.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1929, c. 206.
§ 11 IB. Sick leaves; accumulation
Any foreman, laborer, workman or mechanic
regularly employed by any city or town which
accepts this section shall, when entitled thereto, be
granted sick leaves aggregating not more than fif-
teen days in any year, exclusive of Sundays and
holidays, without loss of pay; provided, that sick
leave allowances not used in any particular year
may be accumulated, for such number of years as
may be determined by the city council of any such
city or selectmen of any such town, for use in any
subsequent year. The attorney general shall en-
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force this section, and shall have all necessary
powers therefor.
Added by St. 1945, c. 156. Amended by St. 1946, c. 187;
St.1949, c. 686; St.1998, c. 161, § 281.
§ 111C. Attendance by employee veterans at
funerals or memorial services for
veterans
Any employee of a city or town who is a veteran,
as defined in section one of chapter thirty-one,
may, when authorized by the mayor or selectmen,
attend, without loss of pay, the funeral or memorial
services of a veteran, as so defined, or of any
person dying under other than dishonorable cir-
cumstances while serving in the army, navy, coast
guard, marine corps or air force of the United
States in time of war or insurrection.
Added by St.1945, c. 348. Amended by St.1953, c. 179;
St. 1974, c. 267; St.1978, c. 393, § 24.
§ 1 1 ID. Vacations for police and firemen
In any city or town which accepts this section, all
members of its regular police or fire force may be
granted a vacation without loss of pay. Such vaca-
tions shall be computed in the following manner:
—
For five years' service, but less than ten years'
service, a vacation of three weeks.
For ten years' service or more, a vacation of four
weeks.
Section one hundred and eleven shall not apply
to the members of the regular or permanent police
or fire force in any such city or town.
Added by St.1949, c. 384.
§ HIE. Vacation pay for terminated employ-
ees; conditions
Whenever the employment of any person subject
to section one hundred and eleven or sections one
hundred and eleven A, one hundred and eleven D
or one hundred and eleven G is terminated during
a year by dismissal through no fault or delinquency
on his part or by resignation, retirement or death,
without his having been granted the vacation to
which he is entitled under such section, he, or in
case of his death, his estate, shall be paid, at the
regular rate of compensation payable to him at the
termination of his employment, an amount in lieu
of such vacation; provided, that no monetary or
other allowance has already been made therefor.
The official head of the department in which the
person was last employed shall enter on the depart-
mental payroll all amounts payable under this sec-
tion. The provisions of this section shall also apply
to any person not subject to any of the aforesaid
sections whose service is terminated as aforesaid
without his having been granted the vacation to
which he is entitled under a by-law, ordinance or
executive order; provided, that such by-law, ordi-
nance or executive order so provides.
Added by St.1949, c. 475, § 2. Amended by St.1953, c.
436, § 2; St.1954, c. 13; St.1956, c. 45.
§ 11 IF. Leave with pay for incapacitated em-
ployees
Whenever a police officer or fire fighter of a city,
town, or fire or water district is incapacitated for
duty because of injury sustained in the perform-
ance of his duty without fault of his own, or a
police officer or fire fighter assigned to special duty
by his superior officer, whether or not he is paid
for such special duty by the city or town, is so
incapacitated because of injuries so sustained, he
shall be granted leave without loss of pay for the
period of such incapacity; provided, that no such
leave shall be granted for any period after such
police officer or fire fighter has been retired or
pensioned in accordance with law or for any peri-
od after a physician designated by the board or
officer authorized to appoint police officers or fire
fighters in such city, town or district determines
that such incapacity no longer exists. All amounts
payable under this section shall be paid at the same
times and in the same manner as, and for all
purposes shall be deemed to be, the regular com-
pensation of such police officer or fire fighter.
This section shall also apply to any member of a
fire department who is subject to the provisions of
chapter one hundred and fifty-two if he is injured
at a fire and if he waives the provisions of said
chapter. This section shall also apply to any per-
manent crash crewman, crash boatman, fire con-
trolman or assistant fire controlman employed at
the General Edward Lawrence Logan International
Airport and members of the Massachusetts military
reservation fire department and, for the purposes
of this section, the Massachusetts Port Authority
and the Massachusetts military reservation shall be
fire districts.
Where the injury causing the incapacity of a
firefighter or police officer for which he is granted
a leave without loss of pay and is paid compensa-
tion in accordance with the provisions of this sec-
tion, was caused under circumstances creating a
legal liability in some person to pay damages in
respect thereof, either the person so injured or the
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city, town or fire or water district paying such
compensation may proceed to enforce the liability
of such person in any court of competent jurisdic-
tion. The sum recovered shall be for the benefit of
the city, town or fire or water district paying such
compensation, unless the sum is greater than the
compensation paid to the person so injured, in
which event the excess shall be retained by or paid
to the person so injured. For the purposes of this
section, "excess" shall mean the amount by which
the total sum received in payment for the injury,
exclusive of interest and costs, exceeds the amount
paid under this section as compensation to the
person so injured. The party bringing the action
shall be entitled to any costs recovered by him.
Any interest received in such action shall be appor-
tioned between the city, town or lire or water
district and the person so injured in proportion to
the amounts received by them respectively, inclu-
sive of interest and costs. The expense of any
attorney's fees shall be divided between the city,
town or fire or water district and the person so
injured in proportion to the amounts received by
them respectively.
Whoever intentionally or negligently injures a
firefighter or police officer for which he is granted
a leave without loss of pay and is paid compensa-
tion in accordance with the provisions of this sec-
tion shall be liable in tort to the city, town or fire or
water district paying such compensation for all
costs incurred by such city, town or fire or water
district in replacing such injured police officer or
firefighter which are in excess of the amount of
compensation so paid.
Added by St. 1952, c. 419. Amended by St. 1958, c. 266;
St. 1961, c. 218; St. 1964, c. 149; St.1977, c. 646, § 2;
St.1990, c. 313; St.2008, c. 308, § 9, eff. Sept. 1, 2008.
§ 1 1 1G. Additional vacation time for longevity
In any city or town in which the provisions of
section one hundred and eleven apply and which
accepts this section, in the manner hereinafter pro-
vided, any employee thereof who has worked con-
tinuously for five years but less than ten years shall
be granted an annual vacation of three weeks with-
out loss of pay, and any employee thereof who has
worked continuously for ten years or more shall be
granted an annual vacation of four weeks without
loss of pay. Except as otherwise provided in this
section, the provisions of said section one hundred
and eleven shall continue to apply in such city or
town. This section shall become effective in a city
having a Plan E charter by the affirmative vote of a
majority of all the members of the city council,
and, in the case of other cities by vote of the city
council, subject to the provisions of the charter,
and in a town by a majority vote at an annual town
meeting.
Added by St. 1952, c. 488.
§ lllG^. Vacations; duration
In any city or town in which the provisions of
section one hundred and eleven apply and which
accepts this section, any employee thereof who has
worked for five years but less than ten years, in the
aggregate, shall be granted an annual vacation of
three weeks without loss of pay, and any employee
thereof who has worked for ten years, in the aggre-
gate, or more shall be granted an annual vacation
of four weeks without loss of pay.
Added by St. 1965, c. 735.
§ 1 1 1H. Overtime pay for police officers; con-
ditions
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, any police officer of a
city or town who is required to perform any service
beyond his regular established hours of service on
primary day, on election day, on the thirty-first day
of October or at any parade or race or at any
public celebration or while police listing, shall be
compensated for such additional hours of service at
the rate per hour of his regular compensation.
This section shall take effect in a city having a Plan
E charter when accepted by the affirmative vote of
a majority of the city council, and in the case of
other cities by vote of the council, subject to the
provisions of its charter, and in a town by a majori-
ty vote at an annual town meeting. The rate per
hour of his regular compensation referred to in this
section shall be based on the number of hours
worked in an average week.
Added bv St. 1953, c. 293. Amended by St. 1954, c. 573,
§ 1.
§ 1 1 U. Compensation due deceased employees;
disposition
Whenever any officer or employee or former
officer or employee of a city or town dies, and such
city or town owes his estate any sum or sums by
reason of services rendered by him or by reason of
section one hundred and eleven E or section one
hundred and eleven F or section seventeen E of
chapter one hundred and forty-seven or other simi-
lar general or special law or by reason of other
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terms of his employment, and neither a duly ap-
pointed executor or administrator nor a voluntary
administrator has made written demand for pay-
ment upon the treasurer of such city or town and
such treasurer shall not otherwise have actual no-
tice that proceedings relative to the formal or infor-
mal settlement of such estate have been com-
menced in any probate court, such sum or sums
may, in the discretion of such treasurer, be paid
after the expiration of one month from the death of
such officer or employee to such person as may
have been nominated as beneficiary, on a form
approved by the director of accounts and filed with
such treasurer, by such officer or employee during
his lifetime or, if there is no such beneficiary, then
to the husband, widow or next of kin of such officer
or employee. Payments made as provided in this
section shall discharge all liability of the city or
town to all persons with respect to such sum or
sums.
Added by St.1953, c. 436, § 3. Amended by St.1954, c.
562, § 3; St.1962, c. 321, § 2; St.1967, c. 663.
§ 1 1 1 J. Attendance at veterans' conventions
Any employee of a city or town who is a delegate
or alternate to a state or national convention of a
veterans' organization chartered by the congress of
the United States may, when authorized by the
board or officer having the power to remove him,
attend such convention without loss of pay or vaca-
tion leave.
Added by St. 1 963, c. 412.
§ 1 1 1 K. Firemen; summer vacations
In any city or town which accepts this section,
any vacation to which a member of its regular or
permanent fire force is entitled shall be granted at
such times during the period between the first
Sunday in June and the Sunday next following
Labor Day as, in the opinion of the board or officer
in charge of such force, will cause the least inter-
ference with the performance of the regular work
of such force; provided, however, that such vaca-
tions may be granted at such other periods of the
year as shall be mutually agreeable to the member
and the board or officer in charge of such force.
Added by St. 1966, c. 162.
§ 1 1 1 L. Policemen and firemen; vacations; 20
years' service
In any city or town in which the provisions of
section one hundred and eleven D apply and which
accepts this section all members of its regular
police or fire force may after twenty years of ser-
vice be granted a vacation of five weeks without
loss of pay.
Added by St. 1968, c. 33.
§ 111M. Emergency medical technicians;
leave without loss of pay while in-
capacitated
In any city or town which accepts this section, an
employee of a city or town or fire or water district
who is responsible for delivering emergency medi-
cal services under the provisions of chapter one
hundred and eleven C, and who is incapacitated for
duty because of injury sustained in the perform-
ance of his duty without fault of his own shall be
granted leave without loss of pay for the period of
such incapacity; provided, that no such leave shall
be granted for any period after such emergency
medical personnel has been retired or pensioned in
accordance with law or for any period after a
physician designated by the board or personnel
authorized to appoint emergency medical person-
nel in such city, town or district determines that
such incapacity no longer exists. All amounts pay-
able under this section shall be paid at the time
and in the same manner as, and for all purposes
shall be deemed to be, the regular compensation of
such emergency medical personnel. This section
shall also apply to any such employee who is sub-
ject to the provisions of chapter one hundred and
fifty-two if he is injured while delivering emergency
medical services and if he waives the provisions of
said chapter.
Where the injury causing the incapacity of an
emergency medical personnel for which he is
granted a leave without loss of pay and is paid
compensation in accordance with the provisions of
this section, was caused under circumstances cre-
ating legal liability in some person to pay damages
in respect thereof, either the person so injured or
the city, town or fire or water district paying such
compensation may proceed to enforce the liability
of such person in any court of competent jurisdic-
tion. The sum recovered shall be for the benefit of
the city, town or fire or water district paying such
compensation, unless the sum is greater than the
compensation paid to that person so injured. For
the purposes of this section, "excess" shall mean
the amount by which the total sum received in
payment for the injury, exclusive of interest and
costs, exceeds the amount paid under this section
as compensation to the person so injured. The
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party bringing the action shall be entitled to any
costs recovered by him. Any interest received in
such action shall be apportioned between the city,
town, or fire or water district and the person so
injured in proportion to the amounts received by
them respectively, inclusive of interest and costs.
The expense of any attorney's fees shall be divided
between the city, town, or fire or water district and
the person so injured in proportion to the amounts
received by them respectively.
Whoever intentionally or negligently injures an
emergency medical personnel for which he is
granted a leave without loss of pay and is paid
compensation in accordance with the provisions of
this section shall be liable in tort to the city, town
or fare or water district paying such compensation
for all costs incurred by such city, town, or fire or
water district in replacing such injured emergency
medical personnel which are in excess of the
amount of compensation paid.
Added by St. 1982, c. 203.
§ 11 IN. Indemnification of emergency medical
technicians for certain expenses
Any city operating under a Plan D or Plan E
charter which accepts this section by the affirma-
tive vote of two-thirds of all the members of its city
council, and any other city which accepts this
section by a majority vote of its city council with
the approval of the mayor, and any town which
accepts this section by a majority vote of its inhab-
itants at an annual town meeting or a special town
meeting upon application by a public employee of
such city or town who is responsible for delivering
emergency medical care pursuant to the provisions
of section six of chapter one hundred and eleven C,
hereinafter referred to as an emergency medical
technician or, in the event of the physical or mental
incapacity or death of such emergency medical
technician by someone in his behalf, the board or
officer of such city or town authorized to appoint
the emergency medical technicians, shall deter-
mine whether it is appropriate under all the cir-
cumstances for such city or town to indemnify such
emergency medical technician for his reasonable
hospital, medical, surgical, chiropractic, nursing,
pharmaceutical, prosthetic and related expenses
and reasonable charges for chiropody incurred as
the natural and proximate result of an accident
occurring or, of undergoing a hazard peculiar to
his employment, while acting in the performance
and within the scope of his duty without fault of his
own. For the purposes of this section, "duty" shall
include any assigned special detail whether or not
the emergency medical technician was paid by the
city or town. If such board or officer determines
that such indemnification is appropriate, such
board or officer shall certify for payment, either
directly or by reimbursement, by such city or town,
the amount of such expenses as may be specified in
such certificate. Whenever such board or officer
denies an application in whole or in part, such
board or officer shall set forth in writing the rea-
sons for such denial and cause a copy thereof to be
delivered to the applicant. At any time within two
years after the filing of an application as aforesaid,
an applicant aggrieved by a denial in whole or in
part of his application or by the failure of such
board or officer to act thereon within six months
from the filing thereof, may petition the superior
court to determine whether such board or officer
has failed to timely act on such an application or,
in denying the application, in whole or in part, has
committed an error of law has been arbitrary or
capricious or has abused his discretion, or other-
wise has acted not in accordance with law. After
due notice and hearing, such court may order such
board or officer to act on such application or to
consider, or to further consider, and determine the
same in conformity with law.
A city or town shall indemnify an emergency
medical technician, in the manner and to the ex-
tent herein provided and subject to the same limita-
tions for expenses or damages incurred by him in
the defense of the settlement of a claim against him
for acts done by him while operating a motor
vehicle as such emergency medical technician.
Where the injury for which any payment is made
pursuant to the provisions of this section by a city
or town has been caused under circumstances cre-
ating a legal liability in some person to pay dam-
ages in respect thereof, either the emergency medi-
cal technician so injured or the city or town may
proceed to enforce the liability of such person in
any court of competent jurisdiction. The party
bringing a successful action shall be entitled to any
costs, interest and attorneys' fees incurred as a
direct result of such action.
Whoever intentionally or negligently injures an
emergency medical technician for which he is paid
indemnification under this section shall be liable in
tort to the city or town for the amount of indemnifi-
cation so paid.
Added by St. 1 989, c. 312.
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§ 112. Preference in public employment
In towns and regional school districts in which
the provisions of chapter thirty-one and the rules
governing the civil service have not been applied to
the labor service, the city councils, the selectmen
and the regional district school committees shall
take any necessary action to secure the employ-
ment of veterans, as defined in clause Forty-third
of section seven of chapter four, in the labor ser-
vice of their respective cities, towns and districts in
preference to all other persons.
In regional school districts in which the provi-
sions of said chapter thirty-one and the rules gov-
erning the civil service have not been applied to
custodian and janitorial services, the regional dis-
trict school committees shall take any necessary
action to secure the employment of veterans, as so
defined, in preference to all other persons.
The second paragraph of this section shall take
effect in a regional school district upon its accep-
tance by vote of the regional district school com-
mittee.
Amended by St. 1954, c. 627, § 18; St.1961, c. 330.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1896, c. 517, § 6.
R.L.1902, c. 19, § 24.
St.1919, c. 150, § 3.
§ 1 1 2A. Veterans in unclassified positions;
procedure for involuntary separa-
tion
A veteran, as defined in section one of chapter
thirty-one, who holds in the service of a city which
accepts this section by vote of its city council,
subject to the provisions of its charter, or of a town
which accepts the same by vote of its inhabitants at
a town meeting, an office or position not classified
under said chapter thirty-one, other than an
elective office, an appointive office for a fixed term
or the offices of city solicitor, assistant city solici-
tor, secretary to the mayor, clerk of the board of
selectmen, town counsel, assistant town counsel,
legislative counsel, registrars of voters or other
officers performing similar duties, or public school
teachers, and has held such office or position for
not less than five years, shall not be involuntarily
separated from such office or position except sub-
ject to and in accordance with the provisions of
sections forty-one to forty-five, inclusive, of said
chapter thirty-one to the same extent as if said
office or position were classified under said chap-
ter. If the separation in the case of any such
unclassified office or position results from lack of
work or lack of money, such a veteran shall not be
separated from his office or position while similar
offices or positions in the same group or grade
exist unless all such offices or positions are held by
such veterans, in which case such separation shall
occur in the inverse order of their respective origi-
nal appointments.
Added by St. 1947, c. 276. Amended by St.1978, c. 393,
§ 25.
§ 1 13. Use of official ballots
A district situated in one or more towns where
official ballots are used may, at the annual meeting
or at a meeting called for the purpose, vote that
official ballots shall thereafter be used therein.
Sections one hundred and fourteen to one hundred
and nineteen, inclusive, shall apply to all such
districts and to all districts which are now subject
to the corresponding provisions of earlier laws; but
any of said districts may, at the annual meeting or
at a meeting called for the purpose at least thirty
days before the annual meeting, by a two thirds
vote discontinue the use of official ballots, and
cease to be subject to said sections.
Amended by St. 1967, c. 45, § 6.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 182, §§ 1, 7.
§ 114. Application of election laws
Where official ballots are used nominations for
district officers elected by ballot shall be made,
ballots and other apparatus therefor provided, and
the elections of such officers conducted in accor-
dance with chapters fifty to fifty-six, inclusive, so
far as applicable, except as otherwise provided in
sections one hundred and fourteen to one hundred
and seventeen, inclusive, of this chapter.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 182, § 1.
§ 115. Nomination papers; filing; certificates
of nomination
Every nomination paper of a candidate for office
in said districts shall, before being filed, be submit-
ted, on or before five o'clock in the afternoon of the
Saturday preceding the day on which it must be
filed, to the registrars of voters of the town where
the district is situated, who shall forthwith certify
thereon the number of signatures which are names
of voters qualified to vote in the district. All nomi-
nation papers and certificates of nomination shall
be filed with the clerk of the district within the time
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allowed by the general laws relating to filing nomi-
nation papers and certificates of nomination with
the town clerk in town elections. In a district
composed of parts of two or more towns the pru-
dential committee, if any, otherwise the commis-
sioners, of the district shall act as registrars of
voters for the purpose of certifying the signatures
on nomination papers.
Amended by St. 1967, c. 45, § 7.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 182, § 2.
§ 116. Duties of prudential committee and
clerk in certain districts
In carrying out the provisions of sections one
hundred and thirteen to one hundred and nineteen,
inclusive, the prudential committee, if any, other-
wise the commissioners, of the district shall per-
form all the duties required to be performed by the
selectmen in town elections where official ballots
are used, and the clerks of said districts shall
perform all the duties required to be performed by
the town clerk in elections of town officers where
official ballots are used.
Amended by St. 1967, c. 45, § 8.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 182, § 3.
§ 117. District elections; provision for election
equipment; liability for expenses
The town where a district is situated shall pro-
vide for said district an official ballot box and other
necessary election paraphernalia when they are
required for use in elections in that district, but all
expense incurred in any election in the district
shall be borne by the district. In districts com-
posed of parts of two or more towns the ballot box
and election paraphernalia shall be furnished by
the town where the election is actually held.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 182, § 4.
§ 118. District elections; provision for forms,
tally and vote sheets
Upon request of the clerk of a town wherein any
such district uses the official ballot, the state secre-
tary shall supply for use of such district or districts
such blank forms, tally sheets and total vote sheets
as are supplied to towns for use in town elections.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 182, § 5.
§ 119. District meetings; qualifications
Said districts may hold the meeting for the elec-
tion of officers and the business meeting on the
same day, or they may hold the election and the
business meeting on different days. The election
and business meeting may be held in the evening;
provided, that the polls shall be kept open for the
election of officers at least two hours. Annual
district meetings shall be held in February, March,
April or May. Meetings may be adjourned from
time to time for the consideration of any articles in
the warrant, except an article calling for the elec-
tion of district officers.
Every district meeting, except as otherwise pro-
vided by special law, shall be called in pursuance
of a warrant under the hands of the prudential
committee, if any, otherwise the commissioners,
notice of which shall be given seven days at least
before such meeting. The warrant shall be direct-
ed to a constable of the town, or to some other
person, who shall forthwith give notice of such
meeting in the manner prescribed by the by-laws,
or, if there are no by-laws, by vote of the district, or
by posting in two or more public places or advertis-
ing in a newspaper published in the town in which
the district is located, if any, otherwise in a news-
paper published in the county. The warrant for all
district meetings shall state the time and place of
holding the meeting and the subjects to be acted
upon thereat. The prudential committee, if any,
otherwise the commissioners, shall insert in the
warrant for the annual meeting all subjects the
insertion of which shall be requested of them in
writing by ten or more registered voters of the
town residing in the territory comprising the dis-
trict and in the warrant of every special district
meeting all subjects the insertion of which shall be
requested of them in writing by fifty registered
voters or by ten per cent of the total number of the
registered voters of the town residing within the
territory comprising the district. The prudential
committee, if any, otherwise the commissioners,
shall call a special district meeting upon request in
writing of one hundred registered voters or twenty
per cent of the total number of registered voters of
the town residing within the territory comprising
the district, such meetings to be held not later than
thirty days after the receipt of such request, and
shall insert in the warrant therefor all subjects the
insertion of which shall be requested by said peti-
tion. No action shall be valid unless the subject
matter thereof is contained in the warrant. Two or
more distinct district meetings for distinct purposes
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may be called by the same warrant. At every
meeting a moderator shall be chosen by ballot,
unless the district has voted to elect a moderator
for a term as provided by section fourteen of chap-
ter thirty-nine. The moderator shall have the pow-
ers of the moderator of the town meeting.
Amended by St.1950, c. 137; St.1950, c. 779; St.1967, c.
45, §§ 9, 10; St.l974,c. 88, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 182, § 6.
§ 120. Fiscal year of districts
The fiscal year of all districts shall begin with
July first and end with the following June thirtieth,
notwithstanding the provisions of special laws or
district by-laws to the contrary; provided that the
district treasurer shall until July tenth enter on his
books all items for the payment of bills incurred
and salaries and wages earned during the previous
fiscal year, and expenditures therefor shall be
deemed to be as of the preceding June thirtieth.
Added by St. 1949, c. 133, § 1. Amended by St.1967, c.
45, § 11; St.1969, c. 849, § 46.
§ 121. District treasurers; qualifications
The provisions of section thirty-five of chapter
forty-one and of section fifty-five A of chapter forty-
four, so far as apt, shall apply to the treasurer of
districts.
Added by St.1950, c. 211. Amended bv St.1967, c. 45,
§ 12.
§ 122. Temporary treasurer; appointment;
bond
Unless otherwise provided by law, if the office of
treasurer of a district is vacant, or if the treasurer
is absent, or unable to perform his duties because
of disability, the prudential committee, if any, oth-
erwise the commissioners, may appoint a tempo-
rary treasurer to hold such office and exercise the
powers and perform the duties thereof until anoth-
er is duly elected or appointed and qualifies ac-
cording to law or until the treasurer who was
disabled or absent resumes his duties. Any such
temporary treasurer shall be sworn to and give
bond for the faithful performance of his duties in
accordance with the provisions of law applicable to
the treasurer whose position he fills, and if he fails
so to do within ten days after his appointment, the
prudential committee, if any, otherwise the com-
270
missioners, shall rescind the appointment and ap-
point another.
Added by St.1963, c. 106. Amended by St.1967, c. 45,
§ 13; St.1969, c. 563, § 1.
§ 123. Temporary clerk; appointment; bond
Unless otherwise provided by law, if the office of
clerk of a district is vacant, or if the clerk is absent,
or unable to perform his duties because of disabili-
ty, the prudential committee, if any, otherwise the
commissioners, may appoint a temporary clerk to
hold such office and exercise the powers and per-
form the duties thereof until another is duly elected
or appointed and qualifies according to law or until
the clerk who was disabled or absent resumes his
duties. Any such temporary clerk shall be sworn
to and give bond for the faithful performance of his
duties in accordance with the provisions of law
applicable to the office of clerk which he fills, and
if he fails so to do within ten days after his appoint-
ment, the prudential committee, if any, otherwise
the commissioners, shall rescind the appointment
and appoint another.
Added by St. 1964, c. 3. Amended by St.1967, c. 45, § 14.
§ 123A. Assistant treasurers and assistant
clerks; appointment; bond
In a district, the prudential committee, if any,
otherwise the commissioners, may in writing ap-
point an assistant treasurer who may be an em-
ployee of the district, and an assistant clerk of the
district. Such assistants shall be sworn to the
faithful performance of their duties and a record
shall be made of any such appointment and oath.
They shall be citizens of the United States and
residents of the commonwealth, and shall give
bond annually for the faithful performance of their
duties in a form approved, and in an amount
determined by the commissioner of revenue. Un-
less a temporary treasurer or a temporary clerk has
been appointed in accordance with law, the assis-
tant treasurer or the assistant clerk, as the case
may be, may, in the absence of the treasurer or
clerk, as the case may be, perform the duties of
such office and in the performance of such duties
shall have the powers and be subject to the require-
ments and penalties applicable thereto.
Added by St.1969, c. 563, § 2. Amended by St. 1978, c.
514, § 28.
§ 124. Fire and water districts; appropriation
for cost of water favorability studies
Fire and water districts, whether established by
general law or special law, may appropriate money
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for the payment to the commonwealth of the dis-
trict's share of the cost of conducting water favora-
bility studies under the direction of the water re-
sources commission, as authorized by section nine
of chapter twenty-one.
Added by St. 1964, c. 643, § 4.
§ 125. Temporary housing assistance plans
The city manager in cities having a plan D or E
charter, the mayor in all other cities, and the board
of selectmen in towns shall co-ordinate a plan in
conjunction with the housing authority, if any, to
assist persons who have been deprived of living
quarters because of fire or other disaster to obtain
temporary living quarters.
Added by St. 1 972, c. 556.
§ 126. Definitions
The following words, as used in sections one
hundred and twenty-six to one hundred and thirty-
two, inclusive, shall have the following meanings,
unless a different meaning is plainly required by
the context:
"Application statement", a writing signed by an
incumbent in an appointive office which shall in-
clude a request for tenure in said office, the name,
residential address and title of the office of such
incumbent, and the number of years such incum-
bent has held such office continuously. The writ-
ing may also be signed by a department head
requesting tenure for members of his department
who have held offices for five or more consecutive
years.
"Appointive office", any public office other than
an office which is required to be filled by popular
vote periodically in a city, town or district, but not
including an office within the classified civil ser-
vice, an office on a board, commission or commit-
tee which has two or more members, a teacher or
officer in a school department or system, any office
which is filled by appointment made by the gover-
nor, or any office in an authority, board, commis-
sion or other public body which is a separate
corporation from the city, town or district in which
it exercises powers.
"District", a fire, water, sewer, light, improve-
ment or other district with such powers which is
wholly contained within a city or town.
"Tenure", the holding of an appointive office
under the provisions of sections one hundred and
twenty-seven to one hundred and thirty-two, inclu-
sive, in a city, town or district without the necessity
of periodic reappointment.
The titles of particular municipal officers as used
in these said sections shall be construed to mean
officers, however titled, who exercise powers simi-
lar to those exercised by officers holding titles so
used.
Added by St. 1973, c. 170.
§ 127. Eligibility to apply for tenure; offices
excepted; restrictions; duration of
tenure; removal for cause
Any person who has held an appointive office in
a city, town or district for at least five consecutive
years shall be eligible to apply for tenure in such
office pursuant to the provisions of sections one
hundred and twenty-six to one hundred and thirty-
two, inclusive, with the exception of the following
offices:—city or town manager, executive secretary
to the selectmen, city or assistant city solicitor,
town or assistant town counsel, and legislative
counsel. Any person having tenure in a city or
town office who is elected to or accepts an appoint-
ment to any of the foregoing offices, whether or not
to fill a vacancy, shall thereupon lose such tenure.
Any person having tenure in an appointive city or
town office may not apply for tenure in any other
city or town office, nor may any person apply for
tenure in more than one city or town office at any
one time, except that a person may apply for tenure
as city clerk and city treasurer or town clerk and
town treasurer, or, if such person has tenure in
either of such offices, he may apply for tenure in
the other office; provided that both such offices are
appointive offices. If any person is unable to so
apply for tenure by reason of holding one of the
offices specified above or loses his tenure by reason
of being elected or appointed to any such office, he
may, following the termination of his service in
such office, then apply for tenure in an appointive
city or town office. Any person granted tenure of
office under these provisions shall, notwithstanding
any contrary provision of general or special laws,
hold office during good behavior until he has at-
tained age sixty-five unless incapacitated by physi-
cal or mental disability from performing the duties
thereof, but may be removed for cause after a
hearing as provided by sections forty-one to forty-
five, inclusive, of chapter thirty-one.
Added by St.1973, c. 170. Amended by St.1978, c. 393,
§ 26.
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§ 128. City offices; application statement; fil-
ing; approval procedure; denial, re-
application time limit
Any person applying for tenure in an appointive
city office shall file an application statement with
the city clerk and shall deliver copies thereof in
hand or send same by registered or certified mail,
return receipt requested, to every city officer, or
every member of any city board, commission or
other body that is required to recommend, make,
approve or confirm the applicant's office. Upon
receipt of the application statement, the city clerk
shall post a copy thereof in his office. The appli-
cant shall forthwith and at his own expense cause a
copy of his said statement to be published in a
newspaper of general circulation in the city once a
week for three consecutive weeks. Not less than
thirty days after said posting and not less than
seven days following the applicant's compliance
with the publication requirement, the city council
shall vote to approve or deny said application. If
the city council approves said application, it shall
then be presented to the mayor for his approval or
denial. If the mayor approves the said application,
at least one hundred and twenty days prior to the
next municipal election, the city clerk shall cause
to be printed on the ballot for such municipal
election a question in substantially the following
form:
Shall (name of applicant), in-
cumbent in the position or posi-
tions of (title of office), be granted
tenure pursuant to sections one
hundred and twenty-six to one
hundred and thirty-two, inclusive,
of chapter forty-one of the Gen-
eral Laws?
If a majority of the votes cast in response to the
question is in favor of granting tenure, the appli-
cant shall thereupon have tenure in such office. If
less than a majority of such votes cast is in favor of
granting tenure, the applicant's request for tenure
is denied. If the application statement is denied
either by the vote of the city council, by the mayor
or by vote of the electorate at a municipal election,
the applicant shall be ineligible to apply for tenure
in his said office for a period of two years following
such denial.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 170.
YES.
NO.
§ 129. Town offices; application statement; fil-
ing; approval procedure; denial, re-
application time limit
Any person applying for tenure in an appointive
town office shall file an application statement with
the town clerk and shall deliver copies thereof in
hand or send same by registered or certified mail,
return receipt requested to each selectman. Fol-
lowing receipt of such notice, the selectmen shall
vote to approve or deny said application. If the
board of selectmen vote to approve said applica-
tion, the town clerk, at least one hundred and
twenty days prior to the next town election, shall
post a copy of the said application statement and
the selectmen's written approval on the town bulle-
tin board or such other place used for the posting
of public notices within the town hall premises.
The selectmen shall then cause to be included in
the town warrant for said election a question in
substantially the following form:
Shall (name of applicant), in-
cumbent in the position or posi-
tions of (title of office), be granted
tenure pursuant to sections one
hundred and twenty-six to one
hundred and thirty-two, inclusive,
of chapter forty-one of the Gen-
eral Laws?
If a majority of the votes cast in response to the
question is in favor of granting tenure, the appli-
cant shall thereupon have tenure in such office. If
less than a majority of such votes cast is in favor of
granting tenure, the applicant's request for tenure
is denied. If the application statement is denied
either by a vote of the board of selectmen or by
vote of the electorate at the town election, the
applicant shall be ineligible to apply for tenure in
his said office for a period of two years following
such denial.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 170.
§ 130. Applicability of town tenure provisions
to districts
The provisions of section one hundred and twen-
ty-seven and sections one hundred and twenty-nine
to one hundred and thirty-two, inclusive, as they
apply to towns, town offices and town officers shall
be applicable to districts and for this purpose the
word "selectmen" shall be construed to mean
"commissioner" or "member of the prudential
committee", and other references to specific town
YES.
NO.
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offices or officers shall be construed as meaning
the equivalent office or officer, if any, in a district.
For the purpose of determining whether a person is
eligible to apply for tenure in a town office or in a
district office and for the purpose of determining
whether a person has lost his tenure in such an
office, offices in a district shall be deemed to be
offices in the town in which they are located.
Added by St. 1973, c. 170.
§ 131. City or town offices; application state-
ment by head of department for ten-
ure of its members; filing; approval
procedure; denial, re-application time
limit
Any department head of a city or town applying
for tenure for members of his department who
have served for five consecutive years or more shall
file an application statement with the city or town
clerk.
In a city, the department head shall deliver cop-
ies of said application statement in hand or send
same by registered or certified mail, return receipt
requested, to the mayor and to each member of the
city council. Upon receipt of the application state-
ment, the city clerk shall post a copy thereof in his
office. The department head shall forthwith and at
his own expense cause a copy of his said statement
to be published in a newspaper of general circula-
tion in the city once a week for three consecutive
weeks. Not less than thirty days after said posting
and not less than seven days following the appli-
cant's compliance with the publication require-
ment, the city council shall vote to approve or deny
said application. If the city council approves said
application, it shall then be presented to the mayor
for his approval or denial. If the mayor approves
the said application, at least one hundred and
twenty days prior to the next municipal election,
the city clerk shall cause to be printed on the ballot
for such municipal election a question in substan-
tially the following form:
Shall members of (name of de-
partment) who have served contin-
uously for five years or more be
granted tenure pursuant to sections
one hundred and twenty-six to one
hundred and thirty-two, inclusive,
of chapter forty-one of the General
Laws?
YES.
NO.
It a majority of the votes cast in response to the
question is in favor of granting tenure, any member
of such department who has served continuously
for five years shall thereupon have tenure in said
department. If less than a majority of such votes
cast is in favor of granting tenure, the applicant's
request for tenure for members of his department
is denied. If the application statement is denied
either by vote of the city council, by the mayor or
by vote of the electorate at a municipal election,
the applicant shall be ineligible to apply for tenure
for members of his department for a period of two
years following such denial.
In a town, the department head shall deliver
copies of said application statement in hand or
send same by registered or certified mail, return
receipt requested, to each selectman. Following
receipt of such notice, the selectmen shall vote to
approve or deny said application. If the board of
selectmen vote to approve said application, the
town clerk, at least one hundred and twenty days
prior to the next town election, shall post a copy of
the said application statement and the selectmen's
written approval on the town bulletin board or
such other place used for the posting of public
notices within the town hall premises. The select-
men shall then cause to be included in the town
warrant for said election a question in substantially
the following form:
Shall members of (name of de-
partment) who have served contin-
uously for five years or more be
granted tenure pursuant to sections
one hundred and twenty-six to one
hundred and thirty-two, inclusive,
of chapter forty-one of the General
Laws?
If a majority of the votes cast in response to the
question is in favor of granting tenure, any member
of such department who has served continuously
for five years shall thereupon have tenure in said
department. If less than a majority of such votes
cast is in favor of granting tenure, the applicant's
request for tenure is denied. If the application
statement is denied either by vote of the board of
selectmen or by vote of the electorate at a town
election, the applicant shall be ineligible to apply
for tenure for members of his department for a
period of two years following such denial.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 170.
YES.
NO.
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§ 132. Tenure limitations
The tenure provisions of sections one hundred
and twenty-six to one hundred and thirty-one, in-
clusive, shall be limited as follows:
(a) Said provisions shall not apply to persons
whose tenure in office is terminated by a law
enacted subsequent to his commencement of ten-
ure.
(b) Said provisions shall not prevent abolition of
any municipal office or the transfer of any of the
powers and duties of any office.
(c) Said provisions shall not prevent termination
of tenure upon an appointive office becoming
elective. Any person's length of service in an
elective office which becomes appointive, however,
may be credited to his eligibility period for tenure
if he succeeds himself in such office.
(d) Said provisions shall not extend the time at
which an officer is otherwise required to retire.
(e) Said provisions shall not waive residency re-
quirements in determining tenure eligibility.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 170.
§ 133. Appointment and reappointment of po-
lice officers
Pursuant to this chapter, and notwithstanding
the provisions of any general or special law to the
contrary, the appointment and reappointment of
full-time police officers not subject to the provi-
sions of chapter thirty-one shall be subject to the
following provisions:
(a) The initial appointment shall be for a period
of one year during which a person shall actually
perform the duties of such position on a full-time
basis. The initial appointment shall be a proba-
tionary period during which police officers shall be
deemed employees at will whose removal or dis-
missal shall be without recourse at any time during
such initial appointment.
(b) Appointment subsequent to the initial ap-
pointment shall be made annually or for a term of
years not exceeding three years, as the appointing
authority shall determine, and such appointing au-
thority may remove any such officer for cause, and
after a hearing, at any time during such appoint-
ment. For police officers covered by collective
bargaining agreements which contain standards for
the discharge, termination or removal of employ-
ees, the nonreappointment of a police officer serv-
ing under an appointment subsequent to an initial
appointment shall be considered to be a discharge,
termination or removal and the standards shall be
enforceable with respect to such nonreappointment
by the procedures set forth in the collective bar-
gaining agreement.
Added by St. 1995, c. 283.
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.
Selected sections
Section
8. Charier commission; rules and regulations; person-
nel; funds; receipts and expenditures; office
space and iacilities; taxation and borrowing.
Section
20. Provisions of charter or amendment deemed consis-
tenl with certain other laws.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 8. Charter commission; rules and regula-
tions; personnel; funds; receipts and ex-
penditures; office space and facilities;
taxation and borrowing
(a) A charter commission may adopt rules gov-
erning the conduct of its meetings and proceedings
and may employ such legal, research, clerical or
other employees, who shall not be subject to the
provisions of chapter thirty-one, or consultants as
its account may permit. In addition to funds made
available by a city or town the charter commission
account may receive funds from any other source,
public or private, provided, however, that no con-
tribution of more than five dollars shall be accept-
ed from any source other than the city or town
unless the name and address of the person or
agency making the contribution, the amount of the
contribution and the conditions or stipulations as
to its receipt or use, if any, are disclosed in a
writing filed with the city or town clerk. The
consent of a charter commission to any such condi-
tion or stipulation shall not be binding upon a city
or town. Within thirty days after submission of its
final report the charter commission shall file with
the city or town clerk a complete account of all its
receipts and expenditures for public inspection.
Any balance remaining in its account shall be cred-
ited to the city's or town's surplus revenue account.
(b) Each city or town shall provide its charter
commission, free of charge, with suitable office
space and with reasonable access to other facilities
for holding public hearings, may contribute clerical
and other assistance to such commission, and shall
permit it to consult with and obtain advice and
information from city or town officers and employ-
ees during ordinary working hours. Within twenty
days after the election of a charter commission, the
city or town treasurer shall credit to the account of
the charter commission, with or without appropria-
tion, the sum of two thousand dollars in a town of
less than twelve thousand inhabitants, the sum of
five thousand dollars in a city or town of twelve
thousand or more but less than fifty thousand in-
habitants, the sum of seven thousand five hundred
dollars in a city or town of fifty thousand or more
but less than one hundred thousand inhabitants
and the sum of ten thousand dollars in any other
city or town. Such sum shall be provided by
taxation in the manner set forth in section twenty-
three of chapter fifty-nine if payment is made prior
to the fixing of the annual tax rate, and otherwise
shall be provided by transfer by the treasurer from
available funds or by borrowing in the manner and
for the period provided in the case of final judg-
ments under clause ( 1 1) of section seven of chapter
forty-four, and subject to all other applicable provi-
sions of said chapter forty-four except that such
borrowing may be authorized by the city treasurer
and city manager, if any, otherwise the mayor of
the city and by the town treasurer and board of
selectmen of a town. A city or town may appropri-
ate such additional funds for its charter commis-
sion as is deemed necessary.
Added by St. 1966, Ex.Sess., c. 734, § 1. Amended by
St. 1984, c. 363, § 6.
§ 20. Provisions of charter or amendment
deemed consistent with certain other
laws
The provisions of any charter or charter amend-
ment adopted pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter shall be deemed consistent with the provi-
sions of any law relating to the structure of city and
town government, the creation of local offices, the
term of office or mode of selection of local offices,
and the distribution of powers, duties and responsi-
bilities among local offices. Such provisions may
provide:
(a) that any particular local office shall be either
elected or appointed; provided, however, that in
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any town having a board of selectmen the members
of such board shall always be elected; provided,
further, that in any city or town having a school
committee the members of such committee shall
always be elected; and provided, further, that in
any town having a form of town meeting open to
all of its registered voters the town moderator shall
always be elected and in every other case all of the
members of the legislative body shall always be
elected;
(b) that any particular local officer or employee
shall be appointed by any particular local officer;
(c) for the number of persons to serve as mem-
bers of any multiple member body; provided, how-
ever, that all such multiple member bodies shall
always consist of an odd number of members;
(d) for the term of office to be served by any
local elected officer; provided, however, that no
term of office of a local elected officer shall be for
more than five years, and the members of multiple
member bodies shall serve for terms which, as
nearly as possible, expire in different years;
(e) for the merger or consolidation of two or
more local offices into a single office;
(f) that the powers, duties and responsibilities of
one local office be divided and exercised by two or
more local offices;
(g) for the confirmation of any appointment by
another municipal agency.
Added by St.1984, c. 363, § 7.
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OPTIONAL FORMS OF MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION ACT
Chapter 43C of the General Laws was added by St. 1987, c. 756.
Section
1. Short title.
Definitions.
Adoption authorized; conditions; revocation or re-
scission.
Adoption; initiation by petition.
Petition; form.
Petition; submission to voters.
Council or board proposal; submission to voters.
Vote on two or more plans.
Revocation or rescission of plan; home rule alterna-
tive.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
Section
10. Effect of adoption; employee transfer; consolida-
tion of agencies.
1 1. Consolidated department of municipal finance; peti-
tion summary; ordinance or by-law.
12. Consolidated department of community develop-
ment; petition summary; ordinance or by-law.
13. Consolidated department of municipal inspections;
petition summary; ordinance or by-law.
14. Adoption, revocation or rescission of plan; majority
vote.
15. Joint agreements with other governmental units;
consolidated department participation.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1 . Short title
This act shall be known and may be cited as the
Optional Forms of Municipal Administration Act.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 756.
§ 2. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the words "board of
registrars of voters", "city council" and "board of
selectmen" shall include any local authority of dif-
ferent designation performing like duties. The
word "agency" shall include any multiple member
body, department, division or office of a city or
town.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 756.
conditions; revoca-§ 3. Adoption authorized;
tion or rescission
Every city having a population of less than one
hundred and fifty thousand and every town may, in
the manner provided in this chapter, adopt any of
the optional forms of municipal administration
which are provided in this chapter and may, in the
manner provided in section nine provide for the
revocation or rescission of any such acceptance.
The adoption of any plan under the provisions of
this chapter shall be deemed to be an amendment
to any contrary provisions of a local charter or
laws having the force of a charter.
Added by St. 1987, c. 756.
§ 4. Adoption; initiation by petition
The adoption of an optional plan of municipal
administration under this chapter shall be initiated
by filing with the board of registrars of voters of
the city or town, a petition signed by at least ten
per cent of the number of registered voters residing
in such city or town at the preceding state election.
Such petition may consist of a number of separate
sheets, but each sheet shall be in substantially the
form prescribed therefor in section five and shall
be signed and completed in accordance with the
instructions contained therein. The city or town
clerk shall furnish forms for such petition to any
registered voter of the city or town requesting the
same. Within thirty days from such filing, the
board shall check each name to be certified by it on
the petition, shall certify thereon the number of
signatures so checked which are names of regis-
tered voters in the city or town, and shall report
the results to the city council in the city or town, or
board of selectmen, as the case may be, by filing its
report with the city or town clerk. Only names so
checked shall be deemed to be the names of regis-
tered voters for purposes of such petition. The
board need not certify more than one hundred and
forty per cent of the number of names required to
file a petition, and names not certified in the first
instance shall not thereafter be certified on the
same petition.
Objections to the sufficiency and validity of the
signatures on any such petition as certified by the
board of registrars of voters shall be made in the
same manner as provided by law for objections to
nominations for city or town offices, as the case
may be.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 756.
§ 5. Petition; form
The petition shall be in substantially the follow-
ing form: To the (city council) (board of selectmen)
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of (name of city/town) We the undersigned, regis-
tered voters of the (city/town of ) respectfully
petition your honorable body to cause to be submit-
ted to vote of the voters the following question:
—
"Shall the (city/town of ) adopt the optional
form of municipal administration summarized as
follows, according to the provisions of chapter for-
ty-three C of the General Laws providing for op-
tional plans of municipal administration?" The
text of the summary from the applicable section
shall follow.
Added by St. 1987, c. 756. Amended by St. 1990, c. 526,
§ 13.
§ 6. Petition; submission to voters
Within thirty days of receipt of certification by
the board of registrars of voters that a petition
contains sufficient valid signatures the city council
or board of selectmen shall by order provide for
submission of the question as specified in the peti-
tion to the voters of the city or town at the first
regular city election, or at the first annual or bien-
nial town meeting for the election of town officers,
held on or after the sixtieth day following the
adoption of the order. Said order shall not require
the concurrence of the mayor in a city and shall
not be subject to referendum. If an order of the
city council or board of selectmen under this sec-
tion has not been adopted within the thirty days
specified above, the question contained in the peti-
tion shall be submitted to the voters at the first
regular city election, or the first annual or biennial
town meeting for the election of town officers, held
on or after the ninetieth day after receipt by the
city council or board of selectmen of certification
provided for in the first sentence of this section.
Added by St. 1987, c. 756.
§ 7. Council or board proposal; submission to
voters
The city council or board of selectmen may sub-
mit to the voters of the city or town a proposal for
the acceptance of any of the optional plans of
municipal administration which are provided in
this chapter in the same manner and with the same
force and effect as is hereby provided for submis-
sion by petition.
Added by St. 1987, c. 756.
§ 8. Vote on two or more plans
If two or more optional plans of municipal ad-
ministration are passed at the same election con-
taining conflicting provisions the one receiving the
greatest number of votes shall take effect.
Added by St. 1987, c. 756.
§ 9. Revocation or rescission of plan; home
rule alternative
At any time after four years following the date of
an election at which any of the plans provided in
this chapter has been adopted by the voters, a
question to revoke or to rescind such acceptance
may be submitted to the voters in the same manner
as provided in sections four to seven, inclusive.
Such question shall be in the following form:
"Shall the (city/town of ) revoke its adoption
of the optional form of municipal administration
summarized as follows?" The text of the summary
from the applicable section shall follow.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the first para-
graph of this section, any city or town which has
adopted any of the optional plans of municipal
administration which are provided for in this chap-
ter may make some other provision for municipal
administration under procedures made available in
chapter forty-three B, at any time, and so far as
such provisions may be inconsistent with the provi-
sions of any optional plan in this chapter, the
provisions of the charter or charter amendment
adopted pursuant to the provisions of said chapter
forty-three B shall be deemed to prevail and to
supercede the provisions of this chapter.
Added by St.1987, c. 756. Amended by St.1990, c. 526,
§ 14.
§ 10. Effect of adoption; employee transfer;
consolidation of agencies
Any person holding any office or position in the
service of a city or town which accepts one of the
optional forms of administration provided in this
chapter and who is employed in an office or agency
which is merged with another or abolished or
otherwise constituted shall be transferred to the
department or agency thereby created without re-
duction in compensation, or impairment of any
civil service, retirement, pension, seniority, vaca-
tion, sick leave or other rights or benefits to which
then entitled. Any reduction in force which is to
result from the new form of administration shall be
accomplished through attrition, or other reassign-
ment and not by dismissal.
All books, papers, documents, equipment, build-
ing facilities, land and other property, both real
and personal, which are in the custody and control
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of any agency affected by a consolidation under the
provisions of this chapter shall forthwith upon the
establishment of any new agency be transferred by
the former agency to such new agency.
All monies which have been appropriated to any
department or agency which is included in any
consolidation under the provisions of this chapter
shall, upon the establishment of the new agency, be
credited to the account of such new agency. All
contracts in force at the time any new agency is
created in which any department or agency whose
powers or functions are being assumed by the new
agency is a party shall be continued in force by
such new agency until they otherwise expire or are
cancelled. Any judicial proceeding in which any
agency affected by any consolidation under this
chapter is a party shall not be affected by the
consolidation but any such successor agency shall
stand in the place of the former agency.
Added by St. 1987, c. 756. Amended by St. 1988, c. 199,
§ 11.
§ 11. Consolidated department of municipal fi-
nance; petition summary; ordinance or
by-law
(a) The following shall be the summary inserted
in the petition described in section five:
"Section eleven of chapter forty-three C of the
General Laws authorizes the legislative body to
provide, by ordinance or by law, for a consolidated
department of municipal finance which may in-
clude the offices of accountant, auditor or comp-
troller, treasurer, collector and assessors."
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the con-
trary, in any city or town which accepts the provi-
sions of this section by vote of the people, the
legislative body, subject to all applicable provisions
of the city or town charter, shall have the authority
to adopt an ordinance or by-law providing for a
consolidated department of municipal finance.
Any ordinance or by-law adopted pursuant to the
provisions of this section shall provide for (i) a
director of municipal finance who shall be appoint-
ed by and shall be responsible to the chief execu-
tive officer or to the chief administrative officer of
the city or town as the ordinance or by-law shall
specify, (ii) the director of municipal finance to
serve, ex-officio, as the accountant, auditor, comp-
troller, treasurer, collector or treasurer-collector of
the city or town; provided, however, that no di-
rector of municipal finance shall serve, ex-officio,
as both accountant, auditor or comptroller and
treasurer, collector or treasurer-collector and (iii),
the term of the office of the director of municipal
finance which shall not be less than three nor more
than five years, subject to removal as may be other-
wise provided in the charter of such city or town.
Any ordinance or by-law adopted pursuant to the
provisions of this section may include, but need not
be limited to, the following: (i) coordination of all
financial services and activities, (ii) maintenance of
all accounting records and other financial state-
ments, (iii) payment of all obligations, (iv) receipt
of all funds due, (v) assistance to all other city or
town departments and offices in any matter related
to financial affairs, (vi) monitoring of the expendi-
ture of all funds, including periodic reporting to
appropriate agencies on the status of accounts, (vii)
supervision of all purchases of goods, materials
and supplies and maintenance of inventory con-
trols, (viii) supervision of all data processing facili-
ties and, (ix) any other matter relating to municipal
finance as may be determined necessary or desir-
able in such ordinance or by-law.
Any ordinance or by-law adopted pursuant to the
provisions of this section shall provide for the ap-
pointment of all other personnel necessary to staff
the department as constituted in the ordinance or
by-law. Unless some other provision is made in
the city or town charter for the appointment of
officers and employees the director of municipal
finance shall appoint all personnel under his di-
rection and control subject to the approval of the
appointing authority as provided for his office.
Added by St. 1987, c. 756. Amended by St. 1992, c. 50.
§ 12. Consolidated department of community
development; petition summary; ordi-
nance or by-law
(a) The following shall be the summary inserted
in the petition described in section five:
"Section twelve of chapter forty-three C of the
General Laws authorizes the legislative body to
provide, by ordinance or by-law, for a consolidated
department of community development which may
include the redevelopment authority, the planning
board, the industrial development commission, in-
dustrial development financing authority or any
other municipal office or agency exercising or au-
thorized to exercise any community or economic
development activities."
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law
to the contrary in any city or town which accepts
the provisions of this section, the legislative body,
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subject to all applicable provisions of the city or
town charter, shall have the authority to adopt an
ordinance or by-law providing for a consolidated
department of community development.
(c) Any ordinance or by-law adopted pursuant to
this section shall provide for (i) a director of com-
munity development who shall be appointed by and
shall be responsible to the chief executive or chief
administrative officer of the city or town as the
ordinance or by-law shall specify, (ii) the term of
office of the director of community development
which shall not be less than three nor more than
five years, subject to removal as may be otherwise
provided in the charter of said city or town, (iii) a
community development board which shall consist
of five members, one of whom shall be appointed
by the director of housing and community develop-
ment for a term of five years, and four members
who shall be appointed by the chief executive or
chief administrative officer of the city or town as
the ordinance or by-law shall specify, for terms of
five years each, all such terms to be so arranged so
that only one term expires each year.
(d) Any ordinance or by-law adopted pursuant
to this section may include, but need not be limit-
ed to, providing for the inclusion through the
abolishment of any of the agencies hereinafter
enumerated, in whole or in part, or by placing any
such agency as may be continued under the ad-
ministrative control of the director of community
development. Such agencies may include the re-
development authority, the industrial development
financing authority, the industrial development
commission, the planning board and any other
local agency which exercises or is authorized to
exercise any community or economic development
activity, but shall not include the housing authori-
ty-
Insofar as any power or function which is as-
signed to the department of community develop-
ment through the abolishment of any agency under
the provisions of chapter forty D, forty-one, forty-
one A, one hundred and twenty-one A, one hun-
dred and twenty-one B, or any other law relating
to community or economic development, to be
exercised specifically or exclusively by a multiple
member body, such power or function shall be
assigned to the community development board.
(e) Any ordinance or by-law adopted pursuant to
this section shall provide for the appointment of all
other personnel necessary to staff the department
as constituted in the ordinance or by-law. Unless
some other provision is made in the city or town
charter for the appointment of officers and employ-
ees, the director of community development shall
appoint all personnel under his direction and con-
trol subject to the approval of the appointing au-
thority as provided for his office.
Added by St.1987, c. 756. Amended by St.1998, c. 161,
§ 287.
§ 13. Consolidated department of municipal in-
spections; petition summary; ordi-
nance or by-law
(a) The following shall be the summary to be
inserted in the petition described in section five:
"Section thirteen of chapter forty-three C of the
General Laws authorizes the legislative body to
provide, by ordinance or by-law, for a consolidated
department of municipal inspections which may
include the inspections currently being made by
the building inspector, wire inspector, plumbing
inspector, gas fitting inspector, health agent and
others as the ordinance or by-law may specify."
(b) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the
contrary, in any city or town which accepts the
provisions of this section by vote of the people, the
legislative body, subject to all applicable provisions
of the city or town charter, shall have the authority
to adopt an ordinance or by-law providing for a
consolidated department of municipal inspections.
(c) Any ordinance or by-law adopted pursuant to
this section shall provide for (i) a director of mu-
nicipal inspections who shall be appointed by and
shall be responsible to the chief executive officer or
the chief administrative officer of the city or town
as the ordinance or by-law shall specify, (ii) the
term of office of the director of municipal inspec-
tions which shall be not less than three nor more
than five years, subject to removal as may be other-
wise provided in the charter of the city or town.
(d) Any ordinance or by-law adopted pursuant to
this section may include, but need not be limited
to, the following: (i) coordination of all inspection
functions carried out by any municipal officer or
agent, (ii) maintenance of all records relating to
inspections in a central place through a common
index, (iii) a single application process which
would indicate all inspections which might be nec-
essary, including, but need not be limited to, any
inspections under the zoning and other local ordi-
nance or by-law, building code, wire code, plumb-
ing and gas code, state sanitary code, board of
health rules and regulations, fire code, conserva-
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tion commission, historic districts commission and
any other local inspections as may be otherwise
authorized. Any ordinance or by-law adopted pur-
suant to this section may provide that any agency
perlorming an inspection function shall be contin-
ued but that for administrative purposes all person-
nel performing inspection functions for the existing
agency shall, when performing such inspection ser-
vices, be subject to the administrative control and
direction of the director of municipal inspections,
but not otherwise.
(e) Any ordinance or by-law adopted pursuant to
this section shall provide for the appointment of all
other personnel necessary to staff the department
as constituted in the ordinance or by-law. Unless
some other provision is made in the city or town
charter for the appointment of officers and employ-
ees the director of municipal inspections shall ap-
point all personnel under his direction and control
subject to the approval of the appointing authority
as provided for his office.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 756.
§ 14. Adoption, revocation or rescission of
plan; majority vote
Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter,
any city or town may, by majority vote as defined
in section one of chapter forty-four, adopt an op-
tional plan of municipal administration under this
chapter or revoke or rescind a plan accepted pur-
suant to this section; provided, that for a town the
majority vote necessary to adopt, revoke, or rescind
a plan pursuant to this section shall be at the
annual meeting.
Added by St. 1992, c. 133, § 373.
§ 15. Joint agreements with other governmen-
tal units; consolidated department par-
ticipation
Consolidated departments established under au-
thority of this chapter may participate in agree-
ments entered into pursuant to the provisions of
section four A of chapter forty for joint perform-
ance of services with other governmental units.
Added by St.1992, c. 133, § 373.
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EXPEDITED PERMITTING
Chapter 43D of the General Laws was added by St.2006, c. 205, § 11.
Selected section
Section
6. Informal procedure for advisory review; fee.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 6. Informal procedure for advisory review;
fee
(a) In accordance with this chapter, the govern-
ing body may establish an informal procedure to
allow permit applicants to obtain advisory review
by a technical review team of any issue of law,
policy, procedure, or classification that the appli-
cant claims is in dispute between the applicant and
the issuing authority which has affected or will
affect the ability of the applicant to obtain timely
review of the permit application. The procedures
shall provide for filing a request for review by the
applicant, representation by the issuing authority
on the technical review team, and a period not to
exceed 30 days for issuance of a decision. Use of
this procedure shall toll the review time periods.
An advisory determination or ruling made pursuant
to a procedure established in this section shall not
constitute a decision or final action and shall not
be subject to any right of administrative or judicial
review.
(b) The governing body may establish an addi-
tional and separate fee, in addition to any fees that
may be assessed by an issuing authority in order to
carry out its duties under this chapter, and may
deposit the fees in a special account to be main-
tained by the treasurer. The special account, in-
cluding any accrued interest shall be expended at
the direction of the governing body, without further
appropriation; but, the funds shall be expended
only in carrying out its responsibilities under this
chapter.
Added by St.2006, c. 205, §11, eff. Aug. 2, 2006.
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CHAPTER 44
MUNICIPAL FINANCE
Section
1. Definitions.
2. Limitations and restrictions upon manner of in-
curring debt.
3. Computation of indebtedness.
4. Temporary loans in anticipation of revenue; con-
ditions; limitations.
4A. Repealed.
4B. Expired.
5 to 5B. Repealed.
6A.
7.
8A.
8B.
8C.
9.
10.
II.
12.
13,
14.
15.
13A
16.
16A.
16B.
16C.
17.
17A.
18.
19.
19A.
20.
20A.
21.
21A.
21B.
Power to borrow for payment of land or highway
expenditures
Power to borrow in anticipation of reimburse-
ment by commonwealth.
Cities and towns; purposes for borrowing money
within debt limit.
Cities and towns; purposes for borrowing money
outside debt limit.
Orders authorizing issuance of bonds; authenti-
cation.
Cities and towns; right to replace lost funds
deposited; liquidation or insolvency of deposi-
tory bank.
Cities and towns; acquisition of land for conser-
vation or recreation purposes in anticipation of
state or federal reimbursement of expense;
temporary debt outside limit authorized.
Districts; right to borrow money; purposes;
amount.
Debt limit.
Debt retirement; provision for earlier payment.
Repealed.
Repealed.
Liability for lawful debts.
Liability for legal debts contracted under special
acts.
Issuance of bonds, notes and certificates of in-
debtedness; procedure; form; contracts with
banking or financial institutions.
Facsimile signature.
Facsimile seal; validity.
Repealed.
Temporary loans; refund; repayment.
Repealed.
Discount of notes.
Issuance of notes payable on demand forbidden;
procedure for repaying debts.
Inability to pay interest or principal of bonds,
notes or certificates of indebtedness; notice;
certification to state treasurer; payment by
state treasurer.
Proceeds from sale of bonds; restrictions on use;
disposition of premiums.
Advances made in anticipation of proceeds.
Call and redemption prior to maturity.
Refunding bonds; issuance; present values.
Designation of tax credit bonds; sinking fund;
sale of tax credit bonds; issuance of refunding
bonds.
Section
22. Rate of interest.
22A. Insurance, letters or lines of credit for bonds or
notes; trust agreements.
22B. Bonds and notes; official statements; advertis-
ing; collateral tax consequences to social secu-
rity recipients.
22C. Security for bonds or notes; insurance, letters or
lines of credit, trust agreements.
23. Forms for notes.
24. Authentication; certification.
24A. Bearer instruments.
25. Payments; notice to director of accounts.
26. Repealed.
27. Certification; evidence of liability.
27A. Effect of provisions on power to issue notes.
28. Report to director of accounts required.
28A. Applicability of finance law to school districts.
28B. Applicability of finance law to planning districts.
28C. Management of solid waste; project costs; debt
obligations.
29. Repealed.
30. Determination of amount of appropriation for
departments.
31. Liabilities in excess of appropriations forbidden;
exceptions.
31 A. Report of estimated expenses; period covered;
contents.
3 IB. Repealed.
31C. Construction contracts; certificate as to availabil-
ity of funds; effect of certificate upon defense
of insufficiency of appropriations.
3 ID. Snow and ice removal; emergency expenditures;
reporting requirements.
32. Submission of city budget to city council; proce-
dure for approval, rejection or alteration.
33. Power of council to add to appropriation; condi-
tions; limitations.
33A. Salary provisions in budget; requirements and
limitations.
33B. Transfer of appropriations; restrictions.
34. Repealed.
35. Towns and districts; right to petition for an audit
or installation of accounting system.
36. Cities; right to petition for an audit or installa-
tion of accounting system.
37. Duties of director with respect to installation of
accounting system.
38. Uniformity of accounting systems.
39. Results of audit; report to municipality.
40. Audit of accounts; frequency.
41. Expenses ol auditing; payment.
42. Audits by private accountants; required reports.
42A. Pilot program for audits of public functions of
city, town, county, etc. where irregularities or
illegal acts are suspected; establishment.
43. Accounting reports; returns; forms.
44. Reports of municipal statistics; publication.
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Section
45.
46.
46A.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
53A.
53A'/>.
53B.
53C.
53D.
53E.
53E1
53E3A.
53F.
53F!6.
53G.
53H.
537.
54.
Powers of director; attendance of witnesses; pro-
duction of books and documents.
Destruction of records.
Powers of director; investigation of municipal
affairs.
Right to establish or use.
Sinking fund commissioners; powers and duties;
records; compensation.
Issuance of new bonds.
Repealed.
Repealed.
Issuance of bonds in exchange for bearer instru-
ments.
City, town or district funds; use and disposition.
Grants and gifts; acceptance and expenditure.
Gifts of tangible personal property; acceptance.
Contributions by commonwealth; application to
indebtedness.
Deposit and expenditure of compensation for off-
duty or special detail work; appropriation for
special fund; fee.
Recreation and park self-supporting service re-
volving funds; creation; authorized use of
funds; annual report; revocation of provisions.
Agencies, boards, etc.; annual operating costs;
offset by estimated receipts of user fees.
Revolving funds.
Energy Revolving Loan Fund.
Deposits of public funds in banking institutions in
return for banking services.
Enterprise funds.
Employment of outside consultants.
Rebate to federal government to exclude interest
paid on bonds from gross income.
Settlement or incorporation celebrations; special
fund.
Investment of trust funds.
Section
55.
55A.
55B.
55C.
56.
56A.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
63A.
64.
65.
66.
67.
67A.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
Public funds on deposit; limitations; invest-
ments.
Liability of depositor for losses due to bankrupt-
cy.
Investment of public funds.
Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund.
Towns; fiscal year.
Cities; fiscal year.
Taxation; interest on debts incurred in aid of a
railroad.
Cities and towns; limitation on purchasing pow-
ers.
Enforcement of chapter.
Penalty for violation of law controlling handling
of town and district notes.
Penalty for refusal to issue bond in exchange for
bearer instruments in sinking funds.
Penalty for violation of provisions of chapter by
officials.
Sale or other disposal of realty; disposition of
proceeds.
Sales of public land; payment of taxes.
Payment of bills incurred in excess of appropria-
tions.
Vacation pay; advances to employees.
Advances to public employees.
Deferred compensation program for employees;
authorized investments; requisites; limitations.
Employee individual retirement accounts.
Retroactive salary increases.
Municipal or district services, fees or charges;
insufficient funds checks; penalty.
Payment for municipal programs, services, and
activities; federal government reimbursements
and other resources.
Contracts for revenue raising activities; regula-
tions and guidelines; negotiation.
Federal funds for reimbursable medical expenses;
distribution.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
1. Definitions
In this chapter, unless the context otherwise re-
quires, the following words shall have the following
meanings:
"Revenue", receipts from (1) the exercise of gov-
ernmental power of taxation and police control;
(2) donations, gifts, grants and subvention for gov-
ernmental use; (3) performing services for com-
pensation and from the operation or management
of productive enterprises, investments and proper-
ties of government. Receipts from the sale or
disposal of capital assets, loans, refunds and vari-
ous temporary transactions are in the nature of
non-revenue.
"Director", director of accounts in the depart-
ment of revenue.
"Majority vote" and "two thirds vote", as applied
to towns or districts, the vote of a majority or two
thirds, respectively, of the voters present and vot-
ing at a meeting duly called, and, as applied to
cities, the vote taken by yeas and nays of a majority
or of two thirds, as the case may require, of all the
members of each branch of the city government
where there are two branches, or of all the mem-
bers where there is a single branch of the city
government, or of a majority or two thirds of the
commissioners where the city government consists
of a commission; and in every case subject to the
approval of the mayor, where such approval is
required by the charter of the city.
"Municipal finance oversight board", a board
composed of the attorney general, the state treasur-
er, the state auditor, and the director of accounts in
the department of revenue, or their designees.
"Town" shall not include city.
"District" shall mean a fire, water, sewer, water
pollution abatement, refuse disposal, light, or im-
provement district, or any other district, howsoever
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named, formed for the purpose of carrying out any
of the aforementioned functions, whether estab-
lished under general law or special act.
"Equalized valuation" shall mean the equalized
valuation of the aggregate property in a city or
town subject to local taxation, as most recently
reported by the commissioner of revenue to the
general court under the provisions of section ten C
of chapter fifty-eight.
"Sewage" shall mean wastewater from homes,
public buildings, commercial or industrial estab-
lishments, or any combination thereof, and shall
include any surface or ground water that may be
present therein.
"Sewage treatment and disposal facilities" shall
mean any wastewater treatment facility used for
treating, neutralizing or stabilizing sewage includ-
ing treatment or disposal plants; the necessary
intercepting, outfall and outlet sewers; pumping
stations integral to such facilities; and equipment
and appurtenances related to the foregoing.
Amended by St.1946, c. 358, § 10; St.1967, c. 46, § 1;
St. 1968, c. 23, § 1; St.1969, c. 505, § 5; St. 1969, c. 597,
§ 1; St. 1978, c. 514, §§ 29, 30; St.2004, c. 149, § 95, off.
July 1,2004.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 719, § 2.
St.1914, c. 143, § 1.
St.1919, c. 350, §§ 54, 113.
St.l931,c. 394, § 10.
§ 2. Limitations and restrictions upon manner
of incurring debt
Except as otherwise expressly permitted by law,
cities, towns and districts shall incur debts only in
the manner of voting and within the limitations as
to amount and time of payment prescribed in this
chapter; but this section shall not be construed as
prohibiting any city, town or district from placing
additional restrictions, consistent with this chapter,
upon the manner of incurring debt, nor as affecting
the right of any city, town or district to incur debt
under any special act which has or shall become
effective after January first, nineteen hundred and
twenty-one, or at any time in the case of debt of the
city of Boston for tunnel or transit purposes; but
no debt may be authorized under a general or
special act except by a two-thirds vote, unless the
act so provides. All provisions of law providing for
sinking funds for the payment of debt of the city of
Boston incurred for transit or tunnel purposes shall
continue to be applicable to said debt.
Amended by St.1936, c. 224, § 4; St.1946, c. 358, § 11;
St.1963, c. 121.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1875, c. 209.
P.S.1882, c. 29, §§ 1, 7.
R.L.1902, c. 27, §§ 1, 8.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 7,22.
St.1928, c. 396, § 1.
§ 3. Computation of indebtedness
The indebtedness of a city or town for a specific
purpose shall be its net indebtedness, which shall
be the total indebtedness for that purpose after
deducting the amount of sinking funds applicable
to the same. The indebtedness to which the debt
limit imposed by section ten shall be applied shall
be the total net indebtedness of the city or town
after excluding debts exempted from the operation
of said section.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1875, c. 209, §§ 6, 10.
St. 1880, c. 32.
P.S.1882, c. 29, §§ 2, 3.
St.1883, c. 127.
St.1894, c. 317, § 21, cl. 2, f.
St. 1894, c. 522, § 34, cl. 4.
St. 1895, c. 164.
R.L.1902, c. 8, § 5, cl. 12; c. 27, § 2.
§ 4. Temporary loans in anticipation of reve-
nue; conditions; limitations
Cities, towns and districts may incur debt in any
fiscal year for temporary loans in anticipation of
the revenue of the fiscal year in which the debt is
incurred, and may issue notes therefor to an
amount which for cities and towns shall not exceed
in the aggregate the total tax levy of the fiscal year
preceding the fiscal year in which the debt is
incurred, together with the net amount received
during such preceding fiscal year from the excise
on motor vehicles and trailers, as provided by
chapter sixty A, and the payments made by the
commonwealth in lieu of taxes on account of prop-
erty taken for institutions or for metropolitan dis-
trict purposes; and for districts shall not exceed
the receipts from taxes, rates and services of the
fiscal year preceding that in which the debt is
incurred, and for newly established districts which
have not yet had receipts from taxes, rates and
services throughout an entire fiscal year, an
amount as fixed by vote of the district. The aggre-
gate amount of such notes shall not exceed an
amount reasonably required, which amount, in the
case of notes of a town or district, shall be ap-
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proved by the director or by counsel and shown on
an estimated cash flow statement prepared on a
form approved by the director, by such other evi-
dence as the director or counsel may require, and
filed with the treasurer of the town or district and
the director. Such notes shall be payable, and
shall be paid, not later than one year from their
date and said one-year term may occur within the
span of two separate fiscal years. Such notes shall
not be renewed or paid by the issue of new notes,
except as provided in section seventeen. Notes
may be authorized and issued under this section by
the treasurer of the city, town or district, with the
approval of the officer, committee, board or other
body required by law to countersign such notes.
Amended by St. 1934, c. 11, § 1; St.1936, c. 16; St.1946,
c. 358, § 12; St.1947, c. 298, § 2; St.1964, c. 246;
St.1967, c. 46, § 1A; St. 1967, c. 73, § 1; St.1969, c. 849,
§47; St.1979, c. 782, § 1; St.1983, c. 473, § 1; St.1985,
c. 238; St.1990, c. 210, § 1; St.1992. c. 143, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1875, c. 209, § 2.
P.S.I 882, c. 29, § 6.
St.1885, c. 312, § 4.
St.1889, c. 372.
St.1891, c. 221.
St.1893, c. 23.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 6.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 3.
St.1914, c. 143, § 2.
St.1918, c. 26, § 1.
St.1918, c. 257, § 159.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 4A. Repealed, 1990, 210, Sec. 2
§ 4B. Expired. See 1976, 4, Sec. 33
§§ 5 to 5B. Repealed, 1969, 849, Sec. 48;
1971, 766, Sec. 11
§ 6. Power to borrow for payment of land or
highway expenditures
Cities and towns may, by a majority vote, incur
debt for temporary loans for the payment of land
damages or any proportion of the general expenses
of altering a grade crossing which they are re-
quired primarily to pay, or any proportion of the
expense of constructing a highway or installing
traffic control devices and other devices appurte-
nant thereto in anticipation of reimbursement by
the commonwealth or county, such reimbursement
first having been agreed upon by the commissioner
of highways or county commissioners, or the sums
allotted for such reimbursements having first been
certified as available by the commissioner of high-
ways or county commissioners, and may issue
notes therefor for a period not exceeding two years
from their date; and when any money so paid is
repaid to the municipality, it shall be applied to the
discharge of the loan. Notes issued under this
section shall not be renewed or paid by the issue of
new notes, except as provided in section seventeen.
Amended by St. 1957, c. 385; St. 1962, c. 607, § 1;
St.1969, c. 428, § 1; St.1991, c. 552, § 36.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1892, c. 178.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 7.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1,4.
St.1918, c. 26, § 2.
St.l931,c. 394, § 11.
§ 6A. Power to borrow in anticipation of reim-
bursement by commonwealth
If a city, town or district has been allotted a
grant by the commonwealth, or any agency or
department thereof, for any purpose for which the
city, town or district may incur debt that may be
payable over a term of five years or longer, and is
required primarily to pay that proportion of the
expense for which reimbursement is to be received
from the commonwealth, such reimbursement first
having been agreed upon by the commonwealth or
such agency or department, in order to provide the
necessary funds to meet the expense for which
reimbursement is to be made, the treasurer of the
city may, with the approval of the official whose
approval is required by the city charter in the
borrowing of money, the treasurer of the town
may, with the approval of the board of selectmen,
and the treasurer of the district may, with the
approval of the prudential committee, if any, other-
wise the commissioners, incur debt outside the
debt limit and issue notes therefor for a period not
exceeding two years from their dates, and may
refund the same from time to time; provided, how-
ever, that no loan shall be so refunded unless the
auditor, in the case of a city, or the accountant or
chief accounting officer in the case of a town or
district which has such an officer, otherwise the
treasurer, shall certify in a writing filed in the
office of the treasurer, where it shall be open to
inspection by the public, that at the time such loan
is refunded, the city, town or district remains enti-
tled to receive reimbursement in an amount at least
equal to the amount of the refunding loan. The
proceeds of such reimbursement shall be applied to
the discharge of the loan, without the necessity of
further appropriation. In the event the city, town
or district shall no longer be entitled to receive
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reimbursement in an amount sufficient to pay all
or any portion of a loan issued under this section at
the time such loan matures, the loan shall be paid
from revenue funds of the city, town or district to
the extent it can no longer be refunded under this
section. A payment made by a city, town or dis-
trict as provided in the preceding sentence shall be
reported by the auditor or accountant of the city,
town or district, or other officer having similar
duties, or by the treasurer if there be no such
officer, to the assessors, who shall include the
amount so reported in the determination of the
next annual tax rate, unless the city, town or dis-
trict has otherwise made provision therefor.
Amended by SU962, c. 607, § 2; St.1968, c. 598, § 1;
St.1969, c. 428, § 2; St.1973, c. 1140, § 1; St.1975, c.
706, § 103; St.1978, c. 537, § 1; St.1979, c. 668;
St.1984, c. 236.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l921,c. 366.
St. 1931, c. 394, § 12.
§ 7. Cities and towns; purposes for borrowing
money within debt limit
Cities and towns may incur debt, within the limit
of indebtedness prescribed in section ten, for the
purposes hereinafter set forth, and payable within
the periods hereinafter specified or, except for
clauses (3C), (11), (16), (18), (19), (21) and (22),
within such longer period not to exceed 30 years
based upon the maximum useful life of the public
work, improvement or asset being financed, as
determined in accordance with guidelines estab-
lished by the division of local services within the
department of revenue:
(1) For the construction or reconstruction of sur-
face drains, sewers, sewerage systems and sewage
treatment and disposal facilities, thirty years.
(1A) For the lining by cement or metal of sewers
constructed for sanitary and surface drainage pur-
poses and for sewage disposal, ten years.
(2) For acquiring land for public parks or play-
grounds or public domain under chapter forty-five,
thirty years; but no indebtedness incurred for pub-
lic domain shall exceed one half of one per cent of
the equalized valuation of the city or town.
(2A) For the construction of an artificial ice-
skating rink for which refrigeration equipment is
required on land owned by the city or town, fifteen
years.
(2B) For the construction of an outdoor swim-
ming pool on land owned by the city or town,
fifteen years.
(3) For acquiring land, or interests in land, for
any purpose for which a city or town is or may
hereafter be authorized to acquire land or interests
therein, not otherwise specifically provided for; for
the construction of buildings which cities or towns
are or may hereafter be authorized to construct, or
for additions to such buildings where such addi-
tions increase the floor space of said buildings,
including the cost of original equipment and fur-
nishings of said buildings or additions, twenty
years.
(3A) For remodeling, reconstructing or making
extraordinary repairs to public buildings owned by
the city or town, including original equipment and
landscaping, paving and other site improvements
incidental or directly related to such remodeling,
reconstruction or repair, for a term not exceeding
20 years.
(3B) For energy conservation, alternative energy
or renewable energy improvements to public build-
ings or facilities owned or leased by the city or
town, or on property owned or leased by the city or
town, 20 years.
(3C) For a revolving loan fund established under
section 53E 3A; to assist in the development of re-
newable energy and energy conservation projects
on privately-held buildings, property or facilities
within the city or town, 20 years.
(4) For the construction or reconstruction of
bridges of stone or concrete or of iron superstruc-
ture, twenty years.
(5) For the original construction of public ways
or the extension or widening thereof, including
land damages and the cost of pavement and side-
walks laid at the time of said construction, or for
the construction of stone, block, brick, cement con-
crete, bituminous concrete, bituminous macadam
or other permanent pavement of similar lasting
character, or for the original construction and sur-.
facing or the resurfacing with such pavement of
municipally owned and operated off-street parking
areas, under specifications approved by the depart-
ment of highways, ten years.
(6) For macadam pavement or other road mate-
rial, or for the resurfacing with such pavement or
other road material of municipally owned or oper-
ated off-street parking areas, under specifications
approved by the department of highways, or for the
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construction of sidewalks of brick, bituminous con-
crete, stone or concrete, five years.
(7) For the construction of walls or dikes for the
protection of highways or property, ten years.
(8) For the purchase of land for cemetery pur-
poses, ten years.
(9) For the cost of equipment, 5 years.
(9A) For the remodeling, reconstruction or reha-
bilitation of existing firefighting apparatus and
heavy equipment including, but not limited to,
front-end loaders, road graders, sidewalk plows
and motorized sweepers; five years.
(10) For connecting dwellings or other buildings
with common sewers, when the cost is to be as-
sessed in whole or in part on the abutting property
owners, five years.
(11) For the payment of final judgments, one
year.
[ There is no clause (12).
J
(13) In Boston, for acquiring fire or police boats,
fifteen years.
(14) For traffic signal, or public lighting installa-
tions, fire alarm or police communication installa-
tions and for the purpose of extending and improv-
ing such installations, ten years.
(15) In Boston, for the original construction, or
the extension or widening, with permanent pave-
ment of lasting character conforming to specifica-
tions approved by the state department of highways
and under the direction of the board of park com-
missioners of the city of Boston, of ways, other
than public ways, within or bounding on or con-
necting with any public park in said city, including
land damages and the cost of pavement and side-
walks laid at the time of said construction, or for
the construction of such ways with stone, block,
brick, cement concrete, bituminous concrete, bitu-
minous macadam or other permanent pavement of
similar lasting character under specifications ap-
proved by said department of highways, ten years.
(16) For the payment of premiums for fire insur-
ance contracts or policies covering a period of five
years, four years.
(17) For improvements made under section
twenty-nine of chapter ninety-one and for the con-
struction or reconstruction of public wharves, ten
years.
(17A) For dredging of tidal and nontidal rivers
and streams, harbors, channels and tidewaters, 10
years.
(18) For the payment of charges incurred under
contracts authorized by section four of chapter
forty for the expert appraisal of taxable property or
for the preparation of assessors maps, including
charges for aerial mapping in connection with the
preparation of such maps, ten years.
(19) For the payment of charges incurred under
contracts authorized by section four D of chapter
forty, but only for such contracts as are for pur-
poses comparable to the purposes for which loans
may be authorized under the provisions of this
section. Each authorized issue shall constitute a
separate loan, and such loans shall be subject to
the conditions of the applicable clauses of this
section.
(20) For developing land for burial purposes and
for constructing paths and avenues and embellish-
ing the grounds in said developed areas in a ceme-
tery owned by the city or town, five years. The
proceeds from the sale of the exclusive rights of
burials in any of the lots in such cemetery shall be
kept separate from other funds and be appropriat-
ed for the payment of any indebtedness incurred
for such developments, notwithstanding the provi-
sions of section fifteen of chapter one hundred and
fourteen.
(21) For the cost of architectural services for
plans and specifications for any proposed building
for which a city, town or district is authorized to
borrow, or for the cost of architectural services for
plans and specifications for additions to buildings
owned by a city, town, or district where such
additions increase the floor space of said buildings,
five years if issued before any other debt relating to
said buildings or additions is authorized, otherwise
the period fixed by law for such other debt relating
to said building or additions; provided, however,
that at the time the loan is issued the city, town or
district owns the land on which the proposed build-
ing or additions would be constructed.
(22) For the cost of engineering or architectural
services for plans and specifications for any project
not defined in clause (21) for which a city, town or
district is authorized to borrow, five years if issued
before any other debt relating to said project is
authorized, otherwise the period fixed by law for
such other debt relating to said project.
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(23) For the construction of municipal tennis
courts, including platform tennis courts and the
acquisition of land and the construction of build-
ings therefor, including the original equipment and
furnishing of said buildings, fifteen years.
[ There is no clause (24).]
(25) For the construction of municipal outdoor
recreational and athletic facilities, including the
acquisition and development oi land and the con-
struction and reconstruction of facilities; fifteen
years.
(26) For energy audits as defined in section three
of chapter twenty-five A, if authorized separately
from debt for energy conservation or alternative
energy projects; five years.
(27) For the undertaking of projects for the pres-
ervation and restoration of publicly-owned fresh-
water lakes and great ponds in accordance with the
provisions of section thirty-seven A of chapter
twenty-one.
(28) For the development, design, purchase and
installation of computer hardware, other data pro-
cessing equipment and computer assisted integrat-
ed financial management and accounting systems;
ten years.
(29) For the development, design, purchase of
computer software incident to the purchase, instal-
lation and operation of computer hardware and
other data processing equipment and computer
assisted integrated financial management and ac-
counting systems; five years.
(30) For installation, repair or replacement of
exposed structural or miscellaneous steel, which
has been treated with the hot-dip galvanizing pro-
cess; three years.
(31) For the purpose of removing asbestos from
municipally owned buildings; ten years.
(32) For the cost of cleaning up or preventing
pollution caused by existing or closed municipal
facilities not referenced in clause (21) of section 8,
including cleanup or prevention activities taken
pursuant to chapter 2 IE or chapter 21H, 10 years;
provided, however, that no indebtedness shall be
incurred hereunder until plans relating to the pro-
ject shall have been submitted to and approved by
the department of environmental protection.
(33) For the construction or reconstruction of
seawalls, riprap, revetments, breakwaters, bulk-
heads, jetties and groins, stairways, ramps and
other related structures, 20 years.
(34) For any other public work, improvement or
asset not specified in this section, with a maximum
useful life of at least 5 years, determined as provid-
ed in this paragraph, 5 years.
Debts may be authorized under this section only
by a two-thirds vote.
Amended bv St.1936, c. 224, § 5; St.1946, c. 358, §§ 13,
14; St.1947, c. 101; St.1947, c. 207, §§ 1, 2; St.1948, c.
275, §§ 3, 4; Sl.1948, c. 383; St.1951, c. 54; St.1951, c.
181, §§ 1, 2; St.1951, c. 282, §§ 1, 2; St. 1952, c. 38;
St.1953, c. 100; St.1955, c. 85, § 2; St.1955, c. 716, § 2;
St.1956, c. 596, § 2; St.1957, c. 219; St.1959, c. 73, § 2;
St. 1962, c. 380; St. 1963, c. 81; St. 1964, c. 28; St.1965,
c. 206, § 1; St.1965, c. 581, § 1; St.1966, c. 63, § 3;
St. 1966, c. 234, § 1; St.1967, c. 883, § 2; St.1968, c.
228, § 1; St. 1969, c. 481, §§ 1 to 3; St.1969, c. 849,
§§ 49, 50; St. 1970, c. 63; St. 1970, c. 79, §§1, 2;
St. 1971, c. 54; St.1971, c. 766, § 11; St.1973, c. 57;
St. 1973, c. 401; St. 1974, c. 88, § 1; St.1975, c. 184;
St. 1976, c. 11, § 1; St.1976, c. 189; St. 1976, c. 404;
St. 1977, c. 121; St. 1977, c. 232, § 2; St. 1978, c. 119,
§§ 2, 3; St. 1979, c. 796, §§ 6, 7; St. 1981, c. 101;
St.1981, c. 628, § 3; St.1982, c. 98; St.1983, c. 83;
St. 1983, c. 88; St.1987, c. 163; St.1987, c. 584, §§ 12,
13; St. 1989, c. 171; St.1989, c. 341, § 26; St.1989, c.
594, §§ 1 to 3; St.1991, c. 552, § 37; St.1993, c. 110,
§ 106; St.1993, c. 413; St.1996, c. 142; St.2003, c. 46,
§§ 22, 23, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2008, c. 169, § 50, eff.
July 2, 2008; St.2010, c. 188, §§ 27 to 31, eff. July 27,
2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
P.S.1882,c. 29, § 8.
St. 1882, c. 154, § 9.
St.1882, c. 255, § 7.
St. 1892, c. 245, § 6.
St.1893, c. 225, § 3.
St. 1894, c. 221.
St. 1899, c. 319, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 11; c. 28, §§ 10,21, 29; c. 49, § 31.
St.1903, c. 375.
St.l908,c. 341, § 3.
St. 1913, c. 564, §§ 1, 5.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 5, 6.
St.1915, c. 162, § 1.
St. 1916, c. lll.§ 1.
St. 1919, c. 61, § 2.
St.1920, c. 114.
G.L.1921,c. 44, § 8.
St.l923,c. 338.
St.1928, c. 64.
St. 1928, c. 324.
St.1928, c. 350, § 2.
St.l931,c. 164.
§ 8. Cities and towns; purposes for borrowing
money outside debt limit
Cities and towns may incur debt, outside the
limit of indebtedness prescribed in section ten, for
the following purposes and payable within the peri-
ods hereinafter specified or except with respect to
clauses (1), (2), (3A), (5), (6), (7), (9) and (19),
within such longer period not to exceed 30 years
based upon the maximum useful life of the public
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work, improvement or asset being financed, as
determined in accordance with guidelines estab-
lished by the division of local services within the
department of revenue:
(1) For temporary loans under sections four, six,
six A, seventeen and seventeen A, the periods au-
thorized by those sections.
(2) For maintaining, distributing and providing
food, other common necessaries of life and tempo-
rary shelter for their inhabitants upon the occa-
sions and in the manner set forth in section nine-
teen of chapter forty, two years.
(3) For establishing or purchasing a system for
supplying a city, town, or district and its inhabit-
ants with water, for taking or purchasing water
sources, either from public land or private sources,
or water or flowage rights, for the purpose of a
public water supply, or for taking or purchasing
land for the protection of a water system, thirty
years.
(3A) For conducting groundwater inventory and
analysis of the community water supply, including
pump tests and quality tests relating to the develop-
ment of using said groundwater as an additional
source or a new source of water supply for any
city, town or district, ten years.
(4) For the construction or enlargement of reser-
voirs, and the construction of filter beds, stand-
pipes, buildings for pumping stations including
original pumping station equipment, and buildings
for water treatment, including original equipment
therefor, and the acquisition of land or any interest
in land necessary in connection with any of the
foregoing, thirty years.
(4A) For remodeling, reconstructing or making
extraordinary repairs to reservoirs and filter beds,
thirty years; provided, however, that no indebted-
ness shall be incurred hereunder until plans relat-
ing to the project shall have been submitted to the
department of environmental protection, and the
approval of said department has been granted
therefor.
(5) For the laying and relaying of water mains of
not less than six inches but less than sixteen inches
in diameter, and for lining and relining such mains
with linings of not less than one-sixteenth of an
inch, for the development of additional well fields,
for wells and for pumping station equipment, forty
years.
(6) For constructing and reconstructing and lay-
ing and relaying aqueducts and water mains of
sixteen inches or more in diameter, and for lining
such mains with linings of not less than one-six-
teenth of an inch, forty years.
(7) For the extension of water mains, forty years.
(7A) For the purchase and installation of water
meters, ten years.
(7B) For the payment of the town's share of the
cost to increase the storage capacity of any reser-
voir, including land acquisition, constructed by the
water resources commission for flood prevention
or water resources utilization, twenty years.
(7C) For the purchase, replacement or rehabili-
tation of water departmental equipment, ten years.
(8) For establishing, purchasing, extending, or
enlarging a gas or electric lighting plant, a commu-
nity antenna television system, whether or not op-
erated by a gas or electric lighting plant, or a
telecommunications system operated by a munici-
pal lighting plant, 20 years; but the outstanding
indebtedness so incurred shall not exceed in a town
5 per cent and in a city 2.5 per cent of the equal-
ized valuation of such town or city; provided,
however, that the majority of the members of the
municipal finance oversight board, may authorize a
city to incur indebtedness under this clause in
excess of 2.5 per cent but not in excess of 5 per
cent of the equalized valuation of such city, and
may authorize a town to incur indebtedness under
this clause in excess of 5 per cent but not in excess
of 10 per cent of the equalized valuation of such
town.
(8A) For remodeling, reconstructing, or making
extraordinary repairs to a gas or electric lighting
plant, a community antenna television system, or a
telecommunications system operated by a munici-
pal lighting plant, when approved by the majority
of the members of the municipal finance oversight
board, for such number of years not exceeding ten,
as said board shall fix; provided, however, that the
indebtedness incurred under this clause shall be
included in the limit of indebtedness for gas and
electric lighting plants, community antenna televi-
sion systems or telecommunications systems that
are operated by municipal lighting plants, as set
forth in clause (8). Each city or town seeking
approval by said board of a loan under this clause
shall submit to it all plans and other information
considered by the board to be necessary for a
determination of the probable extended use of such
plant, community television antenna system or tele-
communications system likely to result from such
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remodeling, reconstruction, or repair, and in con-
sidering approval under this clause of a requested
loan and the terms thereof, special consideration
shall be given to such determination.
(9) For such emergency appropriations as shall
be approved by a majority of the members of the
municipal finance oversight board, not more than
two years as determined by the board. As used in
this clause, emergency means a sudden, unavoid-
able event or series of events which could not
reasonably have been foreseen or anticipated at the
time of submission of the annual budget for ap-
proval. Emergency shall not be deemed to include
the funding of collective bargaining agreements or
such items as were previously disapproved by the
appropriating authority for the fiscal year in which
such borrowing is sought.
(10) For acquiring land or constructing build-
ings or other structures, including the cost of origi-
nal equipment, as memorials to members of the
army, navy, marine corps, coast guard, or air force,
twenty years; but the indebtedness so incurred
shall not exceed one half of one per cent of the
equalized valuation of the city or town.
The designation of any such memorial shall not
be changed except after a public hearing by the
board of selectmen or by the city council of the
municipality wherein said memorial is located, no-
tice of the time and place of which shall be given,
at the expense of the proponents, by the town or
city clerk as the case may be, by publication not
less than thirty days prior thereto in a newspaper,
if any, published in such town or city; otherwise,
in the county in which such town or city lies; and
notice of which shall also have been given by the
proponents, by registered mail, not less than thirty
days prior to such hearing, to all veterans' organi-
zations of such town or city.
[There is no clause (11).]
(12) For acquiring street railway property under
sections one hundred and forty-three to one hun-
dred and fifty-eight, inclusive, of chapter one hun-
dred and sixty-one, operating the same, or contrib-
uting toward the sums expended or to be expended
by a transportation area for capital purposes, ten
years; but the indebtedness so incurred shall not
exceed two per cent of the equalized valuation of
the city or town.
(13) For the acquisition, construction, establish-
ment, enlargement, improvement or protection of
public airports, including the acquisition of land,
ten years; but the outstanding indebtedness so
incurred shall not exceed one per cent of the equal-
ized valuation of the city or town. The proceeds of
indebtedness incurred hereunder may be expended
for the acquisition, construction, establishment, en-
largement, improvement or protection of such an
airport, including the acquisition of land, jointly by
two or more municipalities.
(14) For the financing of a program of eradi-
cation of Dutch elm disease, including all dis-
bursements on account of which reimbursement is
authorized or may be authorized by the common-
wealth, county, any city or town, or by any man-
ner of assessment or charges, pursuant to and con-
sistent with the provisions of chapter one hundred
and thirty-two, five years.
(15) For the construction of sewers, sewerage
systems and sewage treatment and disposal facili-
ties, or for the lump sum payment of the cost of tie-
in to such services in a contiguous city or town, for
a period not exceeding 30 years; provided, howev-
er, that either (i) the city or town has an enterprise
or special revenue fund for sewer services and that
the accountant or auditor or other officer having
similar duties in the city or town shall have certi-
fied to the treasurer that rates and charges have
been set at a sufficient level to cover the estimated
operating expenses and debt service related to the
fund, or (ii) the issuance of the debt is approved by
a majority of the members of the municipal finance
oversight board.
(16) For the construction of municipal golf
courses, including the acquisition of land, the con-
struction of buildings, and the cost of original
equipment and furnishings, twenty years.
(17) For the payment of charges incurred under
contracts authorized by section four D of chapter
forty, but only for such contracts as are for pur-
poses comparable to the purposes for which loans
may be authorized under the provisions of this
section. Each authorized issue shall constitute a
separate loan, and such loans shall be subject to
the conditions of the applicable clauses of this
section.
(18) For the construction of a regional incinera-
tor for the purpose of disposing solid waste, refuse
and garbage by two or more communities, twenty
years, but the indebtedness so incurred shall not
exceed three per cent of the last preceding equal-
ized valuation of the city or town.
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(19) For the lending or granting of money to
industrial development financing authorities and
economic development and industrial corporations,
with the approval of the Massachusetts office of
business development and the director of housing
and community development. For the purpose of
this clause the city or town may borrow outside its
debt limit to an amount not to exceed one hundred
thousand dollars or two and one half per cent of its
equalized valuation, whichever is the lesser.
(20) For the purposes of implementing project
financed in whole or in part by the Farmers Home
Administration of the United States Department of
Agriculture, pursuant to the provisions of 7 USC
1921, et seq., up to forty years. Regional school
districts established pursuant to the provisions of
any general or special law shall be authorized to
incur debt for the purposes and within the limita-
tions described in this clause.
(21) For the cost of cleaning up or preventing
pollution caused by existing or closed landfills or
other solid waste disposal facilities, including clean
up or prevention activities taken pursuant to chap-
ter twenty-one E or chapter twenty-one H, thirty
years; provided, however, that no indebtedness
shall be incurred hereunder until plans relating to
the project shall have been submitted to the depart-
ment of environmental protection and the approval
of said department has been granted therefor.
(22) For the construction of incinerators, refuse
transfer facilities, recycling facilities, composting
facilities, resource recovery facilities or other solid
waste disposal facilities, other than landfills, for the
purpose of disposing of waste, refuse and garbage,
twenty-five years; provided, however, that no in-
debtedness shall be incurred hereunder until plans
relating to the project shall have been submitted to
the department of environmental protection and
the approval of said department has been granted
therefor.
(23) For remodeling, reconstructing or making
extraordinary repairs to incinerators, refuse trans-
fer facilities, recycling facilities, resource recovery
facilities or other solid waste disposal facilities,
other than landfills, owned by the city, town or
district, and used for the purpose of disposing of
waste, refuse and garbage, for such maximum term
not exceeding 10 years; provided, however, that no
indebtedness shall be incurred hereunder until
plans relating to the project shall have been sub-
mitted to the department of environmental protec-
tion and the approval of said department has been
granted therefor.
(24) For the purpose of closing out a landfill
area, opening a new landfill area, or making im-
provements to an existing landfill area, twenty-five
years; provided, however, that no indebtedness
shall be incurred hereunder until plans relating to
the project shall have been submitted to the depart-
ment of environmental protection and the approval
of said department has been granted therefor.
Debts, except for temporary loans, may be au-
thorized under this section only by a two thirds
vote.
Debts for purposes mentioned in clauses (3), (4),
(4A), (5), (6), (7), (7A) and (7B) of this section shall
not be authorized to an amount exceeding ten per
cent of the equalized valuation of the city or town.
Amended by St. 1938, c. 172, § 5; St.1939, c. 457
St.1941, c. 83; St. 1946, c. 358, § 15; St. 1947, c. 298
§§ 3, 4; St.1952, c. 123, §§ 1, 2; St.1954, c. 106
St. 1957, c. 224; St.1957, c. 431; St.1958, c. 70, § 1
St.1958, c. 383, §§ 1, 2; St. 1960, c. 592, § 6; St.1962, c
672, §§ 2, 3; St.1963, c. 82; St. 1963, c. 347, § 1
St. 1964, c. 736, § 1; St.1965, c. 68; St.1965, c. 98
St.1966, c. 60; St. 1967, c. 31; St.1967, c. 160, § 2
St.1967, c. 883, § 3; St.1968, c. 23, §§ 2 to 7; St. 1969, c
481, §4; St. 1969, c. 635; St.1970, c. 55; St.1972, c. 761
St.1973, c. 933, §§ 2, 3; St.1974, c. 41; St. 1978, c. 119
§ 4; St. 1980, c. 77; St.1981, c. 191, §§ 1 to 8; St. 1982
c. 22, § 1; St.1983, c. 578, § 1; St.1987, c. 525, § 58
St. 1987, c. 584, § 14; St.1989, c. 365; St. 1990, c. 177
§ 126; St. 1992, c. 286, § 123; St.1995, c. 38, § 60
St. 1996, c. 15, § 21; St.1998, c. 161, § 288; St.2000, c
12, § 1; St.2003, c. 46, §§ 24 to 31, eff. July 31, 2003
St.2004, c. 149, §§ 96 to 98, eff. July 1, 2004; St.2010, c
188, §§ 32, 33, eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1870, c. 93, §§ 2, 3.
St.1873, c. 255.
St. 1875, c. 209, §§ 3,4.
P.S.1882, c. 27, §§ 28, 29; c. 29, §§ 7, 8.
St.1891, c. 370, § 4.
St. 1892, c. 245, § 6.
St. 1894, c. 182.
St. 1895, c. 488, § 21.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 32; c. 27, §§ 5, 8, 11.
St. 1903, c. 375.
St.1908, c. 341, § 2.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 5,6.
St.1914, c. 143, § 3.
St.1914, c. 742, § 98.
St.1915, c. 115.
St. 1916, c. 286, § 8.
St.1918, c.205, § 4.
St.1919, c. 61, § 2
St.1920, c
St. 1920, c
St.1920, c
G.L.1921,c. 44
St.1921, c. 486,
292, § 2.
591, § 10.
599, §11.
7.
11.
St. 1923, c. 303, § 1.
St.1926, c. 45.
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St. 1926, c. 317.
St. 1928, c. 291.
§ 8A. Orders authorizing issuance of bonds;
authentication
In any city which accepts this section upon its
submission in accordance with law at its first regu-
lar city election following the effective date of this
section, an order authorizing the issue of bonds,
notes or certificates of indebtedness for any pur-
pose specified in any applicable clause of section
seven, other than clause (11), or for any purposes
specified in section eight, other than clause (1), (2)
or (9), shall not become effective before the expira-
tion of a period of twenty days from the day upon
which such order would become effective except
for this section. If within said period a petition
signed by registered voters of the city to the num-
ber of twelve thousand or equal in number to at
least twelve per cent of the total number of such
registered voters, whichever is the lesser, and con-
forming to the provisions of section thirty-eight of
chapter forty-three relative to initiative petitions in
cities governed by said chapter, shall be filed with
the city clerk, such filing in cities subject to said
section thirty-eight to be in the manner therein
provided, asking that the question of approving or
disapproving such order be submitted to the regis-
tered voters of the city, such order shall be further
suspended from becoming effective and said city
clerk shall forthwith transmit such petition to the
city council, which shall immediately reconsider
such order. If such order is not rescinded, the city
council shall submit the same to a vote of the
registered voters of the city, either at the next
regular city election, or at a special city election
which may, in the discretion of the city council, be
called for the purpose in the manner provided by
law. If an order submitted as aforesaid be ap-
proved by a majority of the registered voters voting
on the question, such order shall at once become
effective; but if not so approved such order shall
have no effect. If a petition relative to any such
order is not filed within said period of twenty days,
such order shall become effective upon the expira-
tion of said period.
Added bv St. 1939, c. 108, § 1. Amended by St. 1968, c.
28.
§ 8B. Cities and towns; right to replace lost
funds deposited; liquidation or insol-
vency of depository bank
The treasurer of any city, if authorized by vote of
the city council with the approval of the mayor,
and the treasurer of any town if authorized by vote
of the town may borrow from time to time such
sums as may be necessary to replace funds of such
city or town which have been lost or are unavail-
able as a result of the insolvency, failure or liqui-
dation of a bank or other depository wherein its
funds have been deposited. Any such treasurer
may issue notes of such city or town payable in or
within not more than eight years. Indebtedness
incurred by a city or town under the provisions of
this section shall be outside its limit of indebted-
ness as fixed by this chapter.
Any sums received by any such city or town paid
out of the assets of said bank by way of dividend or
distribution to depositors shall first be applied to
the repayment of any notes issued under the au-
thority of this section which remain unpaid at the
time such sums are received, and any balance
remaining shall be paid into the treasury of such
city or town.
Added by St. 1972, c. 565. Amended by St. 1974, c. 40.
§ 8C. Cities and towns; acquisition of land for
conservation or recreation purposes in
anticipation of state or federal reim-
bursement of expense; temporary debt
outside limit authorized
A city or town which has appropriated money for
the acquisition of land, to be expended together
with a sum or sums of money allotted by the
commissioner of natural resources under section
eleven of chapter one hundred and thirty-two A or
by the United States or by both, may, if said city or
town is required primarily to pay a portion of the
expense of acquiring such land which is to be
reimbursed by the commonwealth or the United
States or both, incur debt outside its debt limit in
the amount of such reimbursable expense and may
issue notes therefor which shall be payable in or
within two years from their dates; provided, that
prior to the issuance of such notes such reimburse-
ment has been agreed upon by the commonwealth
or the United States or by both; and provided,
further, that the proceeds of such reimbursement
shall be applied to the payment of the notes with-
out further appropriation, notwithstanding the pro-
visions of section fifty-three. The provisions of
chapter seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and forty-five shall not apply to borrowing
under this section.
Added by St.1973, c. 734.
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§ 9. Districts; right to borrow money; pur-
poses; amount
Districts may by a two thirds vote authorize the
incurring of debt for purposes prescribed, and pay-
able within the periods specified, by sections seven
and eight, so far as they are authorized by law to
make expenditures for the purposes mentioned
therein, and the amounts of debt so incurred shall
be limited to the amounts prescribed for towns by
sections eight and ten; provided that debt of any
such district incurred for any purpose mentioned
in clause (3), (4), (4A), (5), (6), (7), or (7A) of
section eight under any special act heretofore or
hereafter enacted shall not be included in the
amount of debt which is subject to the limit pre-
scribed by said section eight for debt for such
purposes. The limitation contained in the first
paragraph of section seven shall be applicable to
loans authorized by districts for purposes provided
under section seven.
In the fiscal year of organization of a newly
established district, whether established under gen-
eral or special law, the borrowing capacity for
purposes specified in section seven and limited in
amount by section ten, and for purposes specified
in section eight, shall be based on an amount
determined by applying to the equalized valuation
of the town in which the district is located the
same ratio which the assessors' valuation of the
taxable property of the district for that year bears
to the assessors' valuation of the taxable property
of the town for the same year. In the case of a
newly established district which is located in two
or more towns, said borrowing capacity shall be
based on the total amount determined by applying
to the equalized valuation of each of the towns in
which any part of the district is located the same
ratio which the assessors' valuation of the taxable
property of the district in the respective towns for
that year bears to the assessors' valuation of the
taxable property of said town for the same year.
Amended by St.1941, c. 376; St.1946, c. 384, § 1;
St. 1947, c. 298, § 5; St.1950, c. 169; St.1967, c. 46, § 2;
St.1968, c. 23, § 8; St.1969, c. 849, § 51.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 85, § 1.
St.1918, c. 257, § 159.
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2.
§ 10. Debt limit
Except as otherwise provided by law, a city or
town shall not authorize indebtedness to an
amount exceeding 5 per cent of the equalized valu-
ation of the city or town. A city or town may
authorize indebtedness in excess of 5 per cent but
not in excess of 10 per cent, of the aforesaid
equalized valuation; provided, however, that the
amount of indebtedness so authorized shall be sub-
ject to the approval of the members of the munici-
pal finance oversight board, which approval may
be given either before or after such authorization.
In determining the debt limit for Boston hereun-
der the provisions of chapter ninety-three of the
acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-one and of
section one of chapter one hundred and ninety-one
of the acts of nineteen hundred and three shall
apply.
The debt limit for a district shall be based on an
amount determined by applying to the equalized
valuation of the town the same ratio which the
assessors' valuation of the taxable property of the
district for the preceding fiscal year bears to the
assessors' valuation of the taxable property of the
town for the preceding fiscal year. In the case of
the district which is located in two or more towns,
said debt limit shall be based on the total amount
determined by applying to the equalized valuation
of each of the towns in which any part of the
district is located the same ratio which the asses-
sors' valuation of the taxable property of the dis-
trict in the respective towns for the preceding fiscal
year bears to the assessors' valuation of the taxable
property of said town for the preceding fiscal year.
All authorized debts, except those expressly au-
thorized by law to be incurred outside the debt
limit, shall be reckoned in determining the limit of
indebtedness under this section.
Amended by St.1936, c. 224, § 6; St.1939, c. 24, § 1;
St.1946, c. 329; St.1950, c. 51; St.1952, c. 56; St.1959,
c. 99; St.1967, c. 133; St.1968, c. 23, § 9; St.1969, c.
849, § 52 as amended by St.1971, c. 766, § 12; St.2003,
c. 46, § 32, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2004, c. 149, § 99, eff.
July 1, 2004.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1875, c. 209, § 6.
P.S.1882,c. 29, § 4.
St.l885,c. 312, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 27, §§ 3,4.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1,6, 12.
St.1914, c. 143, § 3.
St.1928, c. 379, § 2.
§ 11. Debt retirement; provision for earlier
payment
Cities, towns and districts may pay or provide for
the payment of any debt at an earlier period than is
required by this chapter or may appropriate money
for the purchase and cancellation of outstanding
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indebtedness, and shall not refund any debt except
as provided in section seventeen; and cities, towns
and districts may, for the purpose of reducing the
whole debt for the redemption of which sinking
funds have been established by cities or towns
prior to May twenty-eighth, nineteen hundred and
thirteen, and by districts prior to March twentieth,
nineteen hundred and fifteen, or of reducing the
amount to be raised by taxation for such funds, add
to any such sinking fund the excess of any appro-
priation over the amount required for the purpose
thereof, or add to such funds any sums derived
from taxation or from other sources not required
by law to be expended otherwise.
Amended by St. 1936, c. 224, § 7.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1875, c. 209, § 8.
PS. 1882, c. 29, § 14.
St.l892,c. 245, § 7.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 18.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 15.
St.1915, c. 85, § 6.
§ 12. Repealed, 1946, 358, Sec. 16
§§ 13, 13A. Repealed, 1971, 766, Sec. 11
§ 14. Liability for lawful debts
Nothing in this chapter shall exempt a city or
town from its liability to pay debts contracted for
purposes for which it may lawfully expend money.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1875, c. 209, § 10.
P.S.1882, c. 29, § 16.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 20.
§ 15. Liability for legal debts contracted under
special acts
Cities, towns and districts authorized by special
acts to incur debt shall not be exempt from liability
to pay debts contracted for the purposes for which
they may lawfully expend money under such acts,
notwithstanding that the amount of the annual
payment and the period of the loan may not have
been specified by the vote authorizing the debt to
be incurred, and the officers authorized to issue
bonds or notes therefor may issue and same, sub-
ject to the provisions and limitations of such acts,
provided that in all other respects the requirements
of law shall have been complied with; and the
provisions of this section shall apply to any bonds
or notes of a city, town or district issued under the
authority of any special act heretofore or hereafter
enacted.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1914, c. 740.
§ 16. Issuance of bonds, notes and certificates
of indebtedness; procedure; form;
contracts with banking or financial in-
stitutions
A city, town or district which has authorized a
debt to be incurred within the limitations, as to
amount and time of payment, prescribed by this
chapter may issue therefor bonds or notes, or, in
the case of a city, certificates of indebtedness, all of
which shall be properly denominated on the face
thereof, signed by its treasurer, and, if issued by a
city, countersigned by its mayor, unless its charter
otherwise provides, or, if issued by a town, by a
majority of its selectmen, or, if issued by a district,
by a majority of the prudential committee, if any,
otherwise by a majority of the commissioners, and
by any other officers, boards or commissioners of a
city, town or district whose counter-signatures may
be required by law, at such rate or rates of interest
as may be deemed proper; and such city, town or
district may, except as provided in section eigh-
teen, sell such bonds, notes or certificates of in-
debtedness at not less than ninety-eight per cent of
their face amount, at public or private sale, or may
use the same in payment of such debts; provided,
that if the amount of the annual payment and the
period of the loan are not specified by the vote
authorizing the debt to be incurred, the officers
authorized to issue bonds or notes therefor may
issue the same subject to the provisions and limita-
tions of this chapter; provided, further, that unless
it is otherwise specified in the vote authorizing the
debt, such officers may, subject to said limitations
and provisions issue such bonds or notes at one
time or from time to time and each such issue shall
constitute a separate loan. Any bonds or notes
issued under the authority of this chapter, if prop-
erly executed by the officers of a city, town or
district in office on the date such securities are
actually executed, shall be valid and binding ac-
cording to their terms notwithstanding that before
the delivery thereof and payment therefor any or
all such officers shall have for any reason ceased to
hold office. The auditor or similar officer in cities,
the town accountant in towns having such an offi-
cer, the treasurer in all other towns, or the pruden-
tial committee, if any, otherwise the commissioners
in a district, shall, not later than May first of each
year, notify the board of assessors in writing of the
amount of debt falling due during the next finan-
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cial year, the sinking fund requirements, if any, and
what provision has been made for meeting such
requirements; and the board shall make such pro-
vision for meeting said debt and sinking fund re-
quirements in the tax levy of that year as in its
judgment may be necessary.
Notwithstanding any contrary provision of any
general or special law, bonds, notes and certificates
of indebtedness for different purposes and under
different authorizations, whether or not subject to
any debt limit, may be consolidated and issued at
the same time; and, if they bear on their face the
words "Municipal Purpose Loan of " followed
by the year of issue in figures, they need not bear
any title otherwise required but shall be conclusive-
ly presumed to be properly denominated on their
face. The treasurer of the city, town or district
shall maintain records showing the portion of each
consolidated issue, and of each maturity thereof,
allocable to each authorization and subject to any
applicable debt limit and shall forward a copy of
such records to the director of the bureau of ac-
counts within thirty days of the sale of the bonds,
notes or certificates of indebtedness. Each such
portion of the issue shall comply with the maturity
requirements applicable thereto.
Except as otherwise provided by law or by the
vote authorizing the debt, the officers authorized to
issue bonds or notes of a city, town or district shall
determine the form and details of the bonds or
notes, and may provide for a system of registration
and exchange or transfer of registered bonds or
notes. Any bonds or notes issued in exchange for
bonds or notes originally issued in registered form
shall be signed by the officers authorized to sign
the original bonds or notes, and the provisions of
section four of chapter one hundred and seven
shall not apply to any such exchange.
In connection with the issuance by a city, town
or district of original or replacement bonds or
notes in registered form, the treasurer of the city,
town or district, with the approval of the other
officer or officers authorized to sign such bonds or
notes, is authorized to contract for and engage the
services of any banks, trust companies, or other
banking or financial institutions within or without
the state to perform authentication, registration,
transfer, exchange, record and paying agent func-
tions, including without limitation the preparation,
signing and issuance of checks in payment of such
bonds or notes, the preparation and maintenance
of records, reports and accounts and the perform-
ance of such related duties as may be necessary or
desirable in connection with such bonds or notes.
The treasurer, with such approval, may also enter
into agreements with banks, trust companies, or
other banking or financial institutions to act as
custodian or financial intermediary in connection
with the establishment and maintenance by others
of a central depository system for the transfer of
interests in such bonds or notes. Any agreement
entered into under this section shall include provi-
sions for indemnifying the city, town or district for
losses sustained by it on account of the negligence
of a designated bank, trust company, or other
banking or financial institution or on account of
the failure of such designated bank, trust company,
or other banking or financial institution to perform
faithfully its duties and obligations under the agree-
ment. Such agreement may include additional
provisions necessary or desirable to protect the
city, town or district and may provide for the
limitation of liabilities of the parties, indemnifica-
tion or payment of liquidated damages.
Amended by St. 1936, c. 224, § 10; St.1956, c. 98;
St.1964, c. 27; St.1969, c. 849, § 54; St.1970, c. 64, § 1;
St.1970, c. 132; St.1984, c. 400, § 1; St.1986, c. 20;
St.1986, c. 406.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1884. c. 129.
St. 1896, c.269.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 9.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 8.
St.1914, c. 143, § 4.
St.1915, c. 85, § 3.
§ 16A. Facsimile signature
Any officer authorized to sign bonds or notes of a
city, town or district may execute such bonds or
notes or cause them to be executed by a facsimile
signature in lieu of his manual signature, provided
that at least one signature required or permitted to
be placed thereon shall be manually subscribed.
In the case of registered bonds issued in exchange
for or in replacement of prior bonds, no manually
subscribed signature of an authorized officer shall
be required if the signature of an authorized signer
of a bank, trust company, or other banking or
financial institution acting as trustee, authenticat-
ing agent, transfer agent or similar agent is manu-
ally subscribed. The facsimile signature of an au-
thorized officer on a bond or note shall have the
same legal effect as his manual signature.
Added by St. 1957, c. 58, § 1. Amended by St.1984, c.
400, § 2.
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§ 16B. Facsimile seal; validity
The engraved or printed facsimile of a city, town
or district seal on a bond, note or certificate of
indebtedness of such municipality shall have the
same legal effect as though such seal were im-
pressed thereon.
Added by St. 1 962, c. 232, § 2.
§ 16C. Repealed, 1984, 400, Sec. 3
§ 17. Temporary loans; refund; repayment
If a city, town or district votes to issue bonds,
notes or certificates of indebtedness in accordance
with law, the officers authorized to issue the same
may, in the name of such city, town or district,
make a temporary loan for a period of not more
than two years in anticipation of the money to be
derived from the sale of such bonds, notes or
certificates, and may issue notes therefor. A city,
town or district may refund, by the issue of other
notes, a temporary loan issued under the authority
ol the first sentence; provided, however, that the
period from the date of issue of the original loan to
the date of maturity of the refunding loan shall not
exceed two years, unless such temporary loan is
paid in part from revenue funds of the city, town or
district as hereinafter provided for, in which case
the period from the date of issue of the original
loan to the date of maturity of the refunding loan
shall not exceed five years. A temporary loan
refunded under this section shall be paid in part
from revenue funds of the city, town or district at
or before the maturity date of any such refunding
loan that is issued to mature more than two years,
but not more than three years, from the date of
issue of the original loan. A like payment from
revenue funds shall be made at or before the matu-
rity date of any such refunding loan that is issued
to mature more than three years, but not more
than four years, from the date of issue of the
original loan and again at or before the maturity
date of any such refunding loan that is issued to
mature more than four years from the date of issue
of the original loan. Each such payment from
revenue funds shall be at least equal to the mini-
mum annual payment which would have been re-
quired if such temporary loan had been converted
to a serial loan prior to its first refunding that
required a payment from revenue funds under this
section, and the authorized amount of the serial
loan shall be reduced by the aggregate amount of
all such payments. Each payment made by a city,
town or district as provided in the preceding sen-
tence shall be reported by the auditor or account-
ant of the city or town or other officer having
similar duties, or by the treasurer if there be no
such officer, to the assessors, who shall include the
amount so reported in the determination of the
next annual tax rate, unless the city, town or dis-
trict has otherwise made provision therefor. The
amount of a payment from revenue funds made by
a regional school district or regional refuse dispos-
al district as provided herein shall be included in
the next annual district operating and maintenance
budget, unless the regional district committee has
otherwise made provision therefor. The time with-
in which a serial loan shall be due and payable
shall not be extended by reason of the making of a
temporary loan hereunder beyond the time fixed by
law. If a balance remains in the proceeds of a
temporary loan issued in anticipation of a serial
loan at the time when the serial loan is issued, said
balance may be applied to the payment of such
temporary loan.
Notes issued under sections four, six and six A
for a shorter period than is permitted by said
sections may be refunded by the issue of other
notes within the required period; provided, howev-
er, that the period from the date of issue of the
original loan to the date of maturity of the refund-
ing loan shall be not more than the statutory au-
thorization; and provided, further, that no notes
shall be refunded under this section except under
authority of such vote, if any, as is required for the
original borrowing.
Amended bv St. 1946, c. 358, § 18; St.1962, c. 607, § 3;
St.1963, c. 80; St.1983, c. 578, § 2; St. 1992, c. 143, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1875, c. 209, § 8.
PS. 1882, c. 29, § 14.
St. 1898, c. 526.
R.L.1902, c. 27, §§ 10, 18.
St. 1908, c. 250, § 1.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1,9.
St.1914, c. 143, § 5.
St.1923, c. 303, § 2.
§ 17A. Repealed, 1992, 143, Sec. 3
§ 18. Discount of notes
Notes issued under section four, five, five A, five
B, six, six A or seventeen may be sold at such
discount as the treasurer or other officer author-
ized to sell the same may, with the approval of the
officer or officers whose counter-signature is re-
quired on said notes, deem proper, the discount to
be treated as interest paid in advance.
Amended by St. 1946, c. 358, § 19.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1904, c. 153.
St. 1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 10.
St.l923,c. 303, § 3.
§ 19. Issuance of notes payable on demand for-
bidden; procedure for repaying debts
Cities, towns and districts shall not issue any
notes payable on demand, but shall provide for the
payment of all debts, except temporary loans in-
curred under sections 4, 6, 6A, 8C, and 17 or under
section 3 of chapter 74 of the acts of 1945, by
annual payments that will extinguish the same at
maturity, and so that the first of these annual
payments on account of any serial loan shall be
made not later than the end of the next complete
fiscal year commencing after the date of the bonds
or notes issued for the serial loan, and shall be
arranged so that for each issue the amounts pay-
able in the several years for principal and interest
combined shall be as nearly equal as practicable in
the opinion of the officers authorized to issue the
bonds or notes or, in the alternative, in accordance
with a schedule providing a more rapid amortiza-
tion of principal; and these annual amounts, to-
gether with the interest on all debts, shall, without
further vote, be assessed until the debt is extin-
guished.
Amended by St. 1946, c. 358, § 20; St.1981, c. 439;
St.1987, c. 59; St. 1989, c. 594, § 4; St. 1990, c. 175, § 1;
St.1996, c. 419; St.2010, c. 188, § 34, eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1882, c. 133, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 13.
St.1908, c. 341, § 1.
St.l911,c. 350.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 14.
St.1915, c. 85, § 5.
St.1916, c. 62, §§ 1, 2.
St.1923, c. 359, § 2.
§ 19A. Inability to pay interest or principal of
bonds, notes or certificates of indebt-
edness; notice; certification to state
treasurer; payment by state treasurer
If it appears to the treasurer of a city, town or
district, including a regional school district, that
the city, town or district is, or is likely to be, unable
to pay in whole or in part the principal or interest,
or both, on any of its bonds, notes or certificates of
indebtedness when due, he shall forthwith notify
the city manager, if any, otherwise the mayor in a
city, the selectmen in a town, the town manager or
town council in a municipality with a town council
form of government, the regional district school
committee in a regional school district, or the
prudential committee or commissioners in another
district, of the inability or likely inability. If the
city manager, mayor, town manager, town council,
selectmen, committee or commissioners, whether
or not so notified, finds upon investigation that the
payment cannot or is not likely to be made when
due, he or they shall certify the inability or likely
inability to the commissioner of revenue. Upon
receipt of the certificate, the commissioner shall
immediately investigate the circumstances and, if
he finds that the city, town or district is, or in his
opinion will be, unable to make the payment when
due, he shall forthwith certify the inability, the
amount of the due or overdue payment and the
name of the paying agent for the bonds, notes or
certificates of indebtedness to the state treasurer.
Not later than three days after receipt of the
certification from the commissioner or one busi-
ness day prior to the date on which the principal or
interest, or both, becomes due, whichever is later,
the state treasurer shall pay to the paying agent the
amount of the due or overdue payment certified to
him to the extent of the sums otherwise then pay-
able and the sums estimated to become payable
during the remainder of the fiscal year, from the
treasury, to the city, town or district. If for any
reason any portion of the certified sum has not
been so paid to the paying agent at the close of the
fiscal year, the state treasurer shall pay the same as
soon as practicable in the next fiscal year to the
extent of sums otherwise then payable, and sums
estimated to become payable during that fiscal
year, from the treasury, to the city, town or district.
The amounts so paid to the paying agent shall be
in trust and shall be exempt from being levied
upon, taken, sequestered or applied for any pur-
pose other than paying principal or interest, or
both, on bonds, notes or certificates of indebted-
ness of the city, town or district.
Any amounts paid by the state treasurer under
the provisions of this section, together with all
costs accruing to the commonwealth as a result of
actions undertaken pursuant to this section, includ-
ing administrative costs as well as loss of interest
income, shall be charged against the amounts oth-
erwise payable or becoming payable from the trea-
sury to the city, town or district.
For purposes of this section, the sums otherwise
payable from the treasury to a city or town shall be
the remainder after any deduction authorized bi-
section twenty A of chapter fifty-eight or section
twenty of chapter fifty-nine. In estimating the
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sums to become payable from the treasury to a city
or town during the remainder of a fiscal year the
state treasurer shall first deduct any amounts or
estimated amounts not yet paid which, if not other-
wise paid, would be deductible under section twen-
ty A of chapter fifty-eight or section twenty of
chapter fifty-nine during the remainder of the fiscal
year.
Added by St.1981, c. 782, § 8.
§ 20. Proceeds from sale of bonds; restrictions
on use; disposition of premiums
The proceeds of any sale of bonds or notes,
except premiums and accrued interest, shall be
used only for the purposes specified in the authori-
zation of the loan, and may also be used for costs
of preparing, issuing and marketing such bonds or
notes, except as otherwise authorized by this sec-
tion. If a balance remains after the completion of
the project for which the loan was authorized, such
balance may at any time be appropriated by a city,
town or district for any purposes for which a loan
may be incurred for an equal or longer period of
time than that for which the original loan, includ-
ing temporary debt, was issued. Any such balance
not in excess of one thousand dollars may be ap-
propriated for the payment of the principal of such
loan. If a loan has been issued for a specified
purpose but the project for which the loan was
authorized has not been completed and no liability
remains outstanding and unpaid on account there-
of, a city by a two-thirds vote of all of the members
of the city council, or a town or district, by a two-
thirds vote of the voters present and voting thereon
at an annual town or district meeting, may vote to
abandon or discontinue the project and the unex-
pended proceeds of the loan may thereupon be
appropriated for any purpose for which a loan may
be authorized for an equal or longer period of time
than that for which the original loan, including
temporary debt, was issued. Any premium re-
ceived upon such bonds or notes, less the cost of
preparing, issuing and marketing them, and any
accrued interest received upon the delivery of said
bonds or notes shall be paid to the city, town or
district treasury. Notwithstanding the provisions
of this section, no appropriation from a loan or
balance thereof shall be made which would in-
crease the amount available from borrowed money
for any purpose to an amount in excess of any limit
imposed by general law or special act for such
purpose. Effective with the fiscal year 2005 tax
rate approval process, additions to the levy limit
for a debt exclusion are restricted to the true inter-
est cost incurred to finance the excluded project.
Premiums received at the time of sale shall be
offset against the stated interest cost in computing
the debt exclusion. The provisions of the preced-
ing 2 sentences shall not apply to bond premiums
received on or before July 3 1 , 2003.
Amended bv St.1946, c. 358, § 21; St. 1947, c. 60;
St. 1 949, c. 403; St.1966, c. 61 ; Si. 1979, c. 191; St. 1992,
c. 133, § 374; St.2003, c. 46, § 33, elf. July 31, 2003;
St.2006, c. 122, § 18, eff. July 27, 2006.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1910, c. 379, §§ 1, 3.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 7.
St.1915, c. 85, § 2.
St. 1928, c. 224.
§ 20A. Advances made in anticipation of pro-
ceeds
Cities, towns and districts that have duly author-
ized the issuance of serial bonds, notes or certifi-
cates of indebtedness may make expenditures for
the purposes for which such serial bonds, notes or
certificates of indebtedness were authorized from
any available revenue funds in advance and in
anticipation of such issuance. Cities, towns and
districts that have been allotted a grant by the
commonwealth or the federal government may
make expenditures for the purposes of such grant
from any available revenue funds in advance and in
anticipation of receipt of reimbursements from
such grant, to such maximum amount and subject
to such limitations as may be provided in the rules,
regulations and guidelines promulgated by the di-
rector. For purposes of this section, available rev-
enue funds shall not include revenue cash the use
of which is restricted to purposes other than cur-
rent maintenance expenses. Such advances shall
be made by the treasurer with the approval of the
uilieer or officers authorized to issue the bonds or
notes. Prior to making any such advance, the
treasurer shall determine that the issuance of such
serial bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness
has been duly authorized in accordance with law.
Such cities, towns or districts shall reimburse the
account or accounts from which the advance was
made from the proceeds of bonds, notes, including
notes in anticipation of the serial loan, or certifi-
cates of indebtedness issued during the fiscal year
in which the advance was made. Advances made
under authority of this section shall be subject to
rules, regulations or guidelines promulgated by the
director.
Added by St. 1992, c. 143, § 4.
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§ 21. Call and redemption prior to maturity
An officer of a city, town or district authorized to
issue bonds or notes may provide that the bonds or
notes of any issue may be called and redeemed, in
whole or in part, prior to their maturity dates, at
such price and under such terms and conditions as
said officer may determine. No such bonds or
notes shall be called and redeemed before their
maturity dates unless funds, sufficient to pay the
principal thereof, any redemption premium there-
on and all interest accrued to the date fixed for
redemption have been appropriated by the city,
town or district and are then available; or, unless
the city council of the city, the board of selectmen
of the town or the prudential committee, if any,
otherwise the commissioners of the district, shall
have provided for issuance of refunding bonds or
notes as provided in section twenty-one A.
Amended by St.1946, c. 358, § 22; St. 1980, c. 521;
St.1980, c. 578, § 38; St.1982, c. 23.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1876, c. 238, § 4.
P.S.1882,c. 29, § 23.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 25.
§ 21 A. Refunding bonds; issuance; present
values
The city council of a city, the board of selectmen
of a town, the school committee of a regional
school district and the prudential committee, if
any, otherwise, the commissioners of a district may
provide for the issuance of refunding bonds or
notes of the city, town, regional school district or
district for the purpose of paying or refunding all
or any designated part of an issue of bonds or notes
then outstanding, including the amount of any re-
demption premium thereon; provided, however,
that no such refunding bonds shall be payable over
a period longer than the period during which the
original bonds or notes so refunded shall be paid
pursuant to law. The first annual payment of
principal on account of an issue of refunding bonds
or notes shall not be later than the earliest stated
principal maturity date of any of the bonds or notes
being refunded and the annual payments thereafter
shall be arranged in accordance with the provi-
sions of section nineteen; provided, however, that
any annual payment earlier than the date on which
the first annual payment is required to be made,
may be in any amount. Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, the issuance of such refunding
bonds or notes shall be governed by the applicable
provisions of this chapter. Refunding bonds or
notes issued under this section shall be subject to
the same limit of indebtedness, if any, as the bonds
or notes refunded by them; provided, however,
that upon the issuance of such refunding bonds or
notes, the bonds or notes refunded shall no longer
be counted in determining any limit of indebted-
ness of the city, town or district under this chapter
or any other applicable provision of law. If such
refunding bonds or notes are issued prior to the
maturity or redemption date of the original bonds
or notes refunded, an amount of the proceeds of
the refunding bonds or notes and other moneys
then available or to become available to the city,
town or district, which moneys may include in-
come to be derived from the investment of such
proceeds, sufficient to pay or provide for the pay-
ment of the principal, redemption premium, if any,
and interest on the bonds or notes so refunded to
the date fixed for their payment or redemption
shall be held in a separate fund and in trust solely
for the payment of such principal, redemption pre-
mium and interest. The funds so held may be
invested pursuant to section fifty-five and the in-
come derived from such investment may be ex-
pended by the treasurer to pay the principal, re-
demption premium, if any, and interest on the
bonds or notes refunded until they are paid or
redeemed; provided, however, that notwithstand-
ing any limitations on the maturity of investments
under section fifty-five, any such investment may
have a maturity not later than the date fixed for the
payment or redemption of the bonds or notes re-
funded.
The present value of the principal and interest
payments due on refunding bonds issued under this
section shall not exceed the present value of the
principal and interest payments to be paid on the
bonds to be refunded. The city, town, or regional
school district shall notify the department of edu-
cation in the event that bonds or notes issued for
an approved school project under chapter six hun-
dred and forty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
and forty-eight are refunded under this section and
the amount of the state construction grant payable
to the city, town, or regional school district shall
not be affected by any increase in the amount of
interest payable on the refunding bonds or notes,
but shall be affected by any decrease in the amount
of interest payable on the refunding bonds or notes
for school building projects approved after July
first, nineteen hundred and ninety-five. Upon re-
ceipt of notification from a city, town or regional
school district of a decrease in the amount of
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interest payable related to such projects, the de-
partment of education shall recalculate the amount
of the state construction grant that is payable to
such city, town or regional school district.
Added by St. 1980, c. 521. Amended by St. 1985, c. 488;
St.1987, c. 585, § 1; St.1990, c. 175, § 2; St.1995, c. 38,
§ 61; St.1998, c. 194, § 114; St.2003, c. 46, § 34, eff.
July 31, 2003.
§ 2 IB. Designation of tax credit bonds; sink-
ing fund; sale of tax credit bonds;
issuance of refunding bonds
The city council of a city, and in the case of a city
having a city manager and in the case of other
cities, with the approval of the mayor the board of
selectmen of a town, the school committee of a
regional school district and the prudential commit-
tee, if any, otherwise, the commissioners of a dis-
trict may designate any duly authorized issue of
bonds or notes as tax credit bonds to the extent
that any such bonds or notes are otherwise permit-
ted to be issued in the form of bonds or notes with
federal tax credits or other similar subsidies for all
or any portion of their borrowing costs. Any bor-
rowing designated as tax credit bonds may be
payable without regard to any limitation as to
amounts of annual installments for bonds provided
in any other law.
Notwithstanding section 47 or any other general
or special law to the contrary, the city council of a
city, and in the case of a city having a city manager
and in the case of other cities with the approval of
the mayor the board of selectmen of a town, the
school committee of a regional school district and
the prudential committee, if any, otherwise, the
commissioners of a district may establish a sepa-
rate sinking fund to be held in trust solely for the
payment of principal, redemption premium and
interest on any tax credit bonds. Amounts held in
any such sinking fund may be invested pursuant to
section 55 and the income derived from such in-
vestment may be expended by the treasurer to pay
the principal, redemption premium, if any, and
interest on such tax credit bonds until they are paid
or otherwise redeemed; provided, however, that
notwithstanding the limitations on the maturity of
investments under said section 55, any such invest-
ment may have a maturity not later than the date
fixed for the payment or redemption of such tax
credit bonds. Any earnings on proceeds of tax
credit bonds may be applied to pay costs of any
project for which the city, town or district is au-
thorized to incur debt for a period of 5 years or
more, or to the redemption of tax credit bonds
from which such proceeds were derived, and may
not be applied or appropriated for any other pur-
pose.
Tax credit bonds may be sold at par, premium or
discount, without regard to any limitation on the
amount of any discount contained in any other
general or special law, and may be sold as instru-
ments the principal amount of which either re-
mains constant or increases during the life of the
instrument. When tax credit bonds are issued the
amount issued shall be deemed to be the net pro-
ceeds of the issue; provided that the officers
charged with the issuance of such tax credit bonds
may apply all or a portion of any premium received
on the sale of any such tax credit bonds, without
appropriation, to the costs of issuance thereof, in
which case the amount of any premium so applied
shall not be included in the amount of the issue.
The city council of a city, and in the case of a city
having a city manager and in the case of other
cities with the approval of the mayor the board of
selectmen of a town, the school committee of a
regional school district and the prudential commit-
tee, if any, otherwise the commissioners of a dis-
trict may provide for the issuance of refunding
bonds or notes of the city, town, regional school
district or district for the purpose of paying or
refunding all or any designated part of an issue of
tax credit bonds, other than tax credit bonds issued
in accordance with section 54AA(g) of the Internal
Revenue Code, without regard to the present value
savings requirements set forth in section 21 A. Ex-
cept as provided herein, the issuance of refunding
bonds for the purpose of paying or refunding tax
credit bonds shall be governed by the provisions of
said section 21 A. Notwithstanding any general or
special law to the contrary, any limitation amount
that is allocated to any large local educational
agency pursuant to, and as defined in, section
54F(d)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
and that remains unused by such large local edu-
cational agency as of the end of any calendar year
is hereby deemed reallocated to the commonwealth
and, effective January 1 of the following calendar
year, further reallocated by the commonwealth to
such large local educational agency.
Added by St.2009, c. 120, § 13, eff. June 30, 2009.
§ 22. Rate of interest
All bonds, notes and other securities issued by
cities or towns shall bear such rate or rates of
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interest as may be fixed by the city or town treasur-
er, with the approval of the mayor or selectmen,
notwithstanding any general or special provision of
law enacted prior to April twenty-second, nineteen
hundred and twenty.
Amended by St.1936, c. 224, § 9; St.1970, c. 64, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1920, c. 336.
§ 22A. Insurance, letters or lines of credit for
bonds or notes; trust agreements
Bonds or notes issued by a city may be secured
in whole or in part by insurance or by letters or
lines of credit or other credit facilities upon a two-
thirds vote of the city council with the approval of
the mayor. Any such insurance, letter or line of
credit or credit facility may provide for reimburse-
ment to be made over such period of time, not to
exceed two years beyond the maturity date of the
bonds or notes so secured, as the treasurer, with
the approval of the mayor, shall deem proper and
may provide for reimbursement to be made, and
any such notes or bonds may be issued, at such
rate or rates of interest as the treasurer, with the
approval of the mayor, shall deem proper, includ-
ing rates variable from time to time as determined
by such index, banker's loan rate or other method
as may be specified in such agreement or such
bond or note. Notwithstanding any contrary pro-
vision of law, bonds or notes secured as described
in this section may, in the discretion of the treasur-
er, with the approval of the mayor, be subject to
prepayment at the option of the holder thereof at
such times and prices and under such circum-
stances as the treasurer and the mayor shall speci-
fy. For the purpose of securing bonds and notes a
city, acting by its treasurer, upon a two-thirds vote
of all the city council, with the approval of the
mayor, may enter into a trust agreement between
the city and a corporate trustee which shall be a
bank or trust company doing business in the com-
monwealth. Any such trust agreement, and any
remarketing or other agreements necessary or inci-
dental to the issuance of such bonds or notes, shall
be in such form as may be deemed proper by the
treasurer of such city, with the approval of its
mayor, and shall be executed by its treasurer and
countersigned by its mayor. It shall be lawful for
any bank or trust company doing business in the
commonwealth to act as a depository or trustee
under any such trust agreement and to furnish
such indemnification and pledge such securities as
may be required by any such city. Any trustee
under a trust agreement established pursuant to
this section may bring suit upon the bonds or notes
and may, either at law or equity, by suit, action,
mandamus or other proceedings for legal or equita-
ble relief, enforce all rights under the laws of the
commonwealth or granted hereunder or under
such trust agreement, and may enforce and compel
the performance of all duties required under such
trust agreement to be performed by the city or by
any officer thereof. In a city with a plan D or plan
E form of government, the powers granted in this
section to the mayor shall be exercised by the city
manager. The provisions of this section shall not
apply to towns. All expenses incurred in carrying
out the provisions of this section may be treated by
the city as a cost of issuance.
Added by St. 1985, c. 571, § 1.
§ 22B. Bonds and notes; official statements;
advertising; collateral tax conse-
quences to social security recipients
Any official statement prepared in connection
with the sale of any bonds or notes of a city, town
or district and all advertising of such bonds and
notes, the interest on which is excludable from
gross income for federal income tax purposes un-
der the provisions of section 103 of the Internal
Revenue Code (26 USC 103), shall include a refer-
ence to the collateral tax consequences which may
result under section 86 of said Code (26 USC 86) to
the holders of such bonds or notes who are recipi-
ents of social security benefits.
Added by St. 1989, c. 375, § 2.
§ 22C. Security for bonds or notes; insurance,
letters or lines of credit, trust agree-
ments
Bonds or notes issued by a town or district may
be secured in whole or in part by insurance or by
letters or lines of credit or other credit facilities
upon a two-thirds vote of the board of selectmen of
the town or a two-thirds vote of the prudential
committee, if any, otherwise the board or commis-
sioners of the district. Any such insurance, letter
or line of credit or credit facility may provide for
reimbursement to be made over such period of
time, not to exceed two years beyond the maturity
date of the bonds or notes so secured, as the
officers authorized to issue the bonds or notes shall
deem proper and may provide for interest on such
reimbursement to be paid at such rate or rates of
interest as the officers authorized to issue the
bonds or notes shall deem proper, including rates
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variable from time to time as determined by such
index, banker's loan rate or other method as may
be specified therein. For the purpose of securing
its bonds or notes, a town or district, acting by its
treasurer, upon a two-thirds vote of the board of
selectmen of the town, or a two-thirds vote of the
prudential committee, if any, otherwise the board
or commissioners of the district may enter into a
trust agreement between the town or district and a
corporate trustee which shall be a bank or trust
company doing business in the commonwealth.
Any such trust agreement, and any other agree-
ments necessary or incidental to the issuance of
such bonds or notes, shall be in such form as may
be deemed proper by the officers authorized to
issue the bonds or notes, and shall be executed by
such officers. It shall be lawful for any bank or
trust company doing business in the common-
wealth to act as a depository or trustee under any
such trust agreement and to furnish such indemni-
fication and pledge such securities as may be re-
quired by the town or district. Any trustee under a
trust agreement established pursuant to this section
may bring suit upon the bonds or notes and may,
either at law or equity, by suit, action, mandamus
or other proceedings for legal or equitable relief,
enforce all rights under the laws of the common-
wealth or granted hereunder or under such trust
agreement, and may enforce and compel the per-
formance of all duties required under such trust
agreement to be performed by the town or district
or by any officer thereof. All expenses incurred in
carrying out the provisions of this section may be
treated by the town or district as a cost of prepar-
ing, issuing and marketing its bonds or notes.
Added by St. 1 992, c. 143, § 5.
§ 23. Forms for notes
The director shall furnish to the treasurer of
every city, town and district, forms for the issue of
notes for money borrowed by the city, town or
district. Every such note shall contain blanks for
insertion of the amount thereof, the date of issue,
which shall be construed as the date from which
interest is payable, the interest which it bears, the
date when it will become due, and such other
matters as the director may deem necessary; and a
record of every such note shall be kept by said
treasurer in such form as the director may desig-
nate. The director may place upon notes submit-
ted to him for certification such denominations as
will show the purpose for which they are issued
and as may be required by law to appear thereon.
Amended by St.1967, c. 46, § 3; St.1991, c. 544, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1910, c. 616, § 1.
St.1913, c. 727, § 1.
St.1915, c. 285.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 159.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1919, c. 350, §§ 52,55.
St. 1920, c. 2.
§ 24. Authentication; certification
When a city, town or district votes to borrow
money otherwise than by the issue of bonds, the
treasurer thereof may make notes for the amount
of the proposed loan, and may use one or more, in
serial order, of the forms provided for in section
twenty-three, with the blank spaces properly filled
in. Notes issued hereunder shall be signed and
countersigned as provided in section sixteen or
other applicable provisions of law in the presence
of the clerk of the city, town or district, who shall
certify to the fact on the face thereof. The treasur-
er of the city, town or district, after making a
record of the transaction in accordance with sec-
tion twenty-three, shall forward, with the fee re-
quired by section twenty-six, every such note to the
director, with a copy of said record and a copy of
the order or vote authorizing the loan, certified by
the clerk of the city, town or district, and a certifi-
cation by said clerk that the person whose signa-
ture appears upon the note as treasurer was the
duly authorized treasurer of the city, town or dis-
trict when such signature was made, and that the
persons whose countersignatures appear upon the
note were duly qualified as such when such coun-
tersignatures were made; and the treasurer of such
city, town or district shall furnish such other infor-
mation as the director may require to enable the
director properly to certify the note. If upon ex-
amination the note appears to the director to have
been duly issued in accordance with law and the
vote of the city, town, or district authorizing it, or
in accordance with an act of the general court, and
to have been signed by the duly qualified officials
of such city, town or district, he shall so certify and
shall thereupon return the note by registered mail
to the treasurer of such city, town or district or
shall deliver it in hand to such treasurer or to his
duly authorized agent; but, under such regulations
as he may prescribe, if so authorized by the signers
of the note, the director may deliver a certified note
to the payee thereof or deliver it to a bank or trust
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company to be credited to the account of such city,
town or district. He may certify to the issue of a
note on any date not earlier than five days prior to
the date of issue appearing on the note, if the other
conditions of this chapter have been complied with.
He shall not certify a note payable on demand, nor
shall he certify any note unless the laws relating to
municipal indebtedness have been complied with,
or if it appears that the proceeds of the note are not
to be used for the purpose specified in the vote
authorizing the loan for which the note is issued.
The director may use a facsimile signature machine
or stamp for the purpose of certifying notes under
this section and such facsimile shall have the same
legal effect as the director's manual signature.
Amended by St.1963, c. 85; St.1967, c. 46, § 4; St.1991,
c. 544, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1910, c. 616, § 2.
St.1912, c. 45, § 1.
St.1913, c. 416, § 1.
St. 1913, c. 727, §§ 2,3.
St.1914, c. 55, §§ 1,2.
St.1918, c. 257, § 159.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St.1929, c. 28.
§ 24A. Bearer instruments
City, town and district notes may be made pay-
able to "bearer", and when so issued section twen-
ty-four may be construed by the director as being
properly complied with in so far as it relates to the
proper filling in of any space provided for the name
of the purchaser or registered holder of the loan,
and the director may certify such notes; provided
that before certification there shall be filed with the
director by the city, town or district treasurer, as
the case may be, the name of the purchaser of such
loan.
Amended by St.1991, c. 544, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1921, c. 294.
§ 25. Payments; notice to director of accounts
Whenever a note issued by a city, town or district
is paid, the treasurer thereof shall immediately
notify the director of such payment, stating the
source from which such payment was made.
Amended by St.1991, c. 544, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 616, § 3.
St.1913, c. 727, § 5.
St.1918, c. 257, § 159.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 26. Repealed, 2010, 188, Sec. 35
§ 27. Certification; evidence of liability
The certification of city, town or district notes by
the director shall be prima facie evidence of the
liability of such city, town or district therefor.
Amended by St.1991, c. 544, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1915, c. 84, § 1.
§ 27A. Effect of provisions on power to issue
notes
The provisions of sections twenty-three to twen-
ty-seven, inclusive, shall be deemed to provide an
additional and alternative means of carrying out
the purposes thereof and shall not effect the power
of cities, towns and districts to issue notes under
and subject to other provisions of law.
Added by St.1983, c. 473, § 2. Amended by St.1991, c.
544, § 1.
§ 28. Report to director of accounts required
Whenever a city, town or district votes to author-
ize the incurrence of indebtedness, the city, town
or district clerk, as the case may be, shall, within
forty-eight hours after the vote becomes effective,
furnish to the director a copy thereof; and whenev-
er a loan is issued by a city, the city treasurer shall
notify the director of the amount and purpose of
the loan, and shall state whether it be in the form
of bonds or notes; and whenever a loan is issued
by a town or district in the form of bonds, the
treasurer thereof shall notify the director of the
amount and purpose thereof. City, town and dis-
trict treasurers shall also furnish the director, upon
request, with any other information in respect to
the authorization and issue of loans, which he may
require to enable him to keep a complete and
accurate record of indebtedness authorized or in-
curred by cities, towns and districts.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1919, c. 23.
§ 28A. Applicability of finance law to school
districts
The provisions of sections sixteen to twenty-
eight, inclusive, shall, so far as apt, apply to region-
al school districts established under the provisions
of section fifteen of chapter seventy-one, but the
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provisions of section sixteen relating to the coun-
tersigning of bonds and notes and the provisions of
section twenty-four relating to the countersigning
and approval of notes and the certificates of the
clerk relating thereto shall not apply to such dis-
tricts.
Added by St. 1951, c. 16. Amended by St. 1957, c. 262,
§ 1.
§ 28B. Applicability of finance law to planning
districts
The provisions of sections sixteen to twenty-
eight, inclusive, shall, so far as apt, apply to plan-
ning districts established under the provisions of
chapter forty B, but the provisions of section six-
teen relating to the countersigning of notes by a
majority of the commission and the provisions of
section twenty-four relating to the countersigning
and approval of notes by a majority of the commis-
sion shall not apply to such districts.
Added by St. 1967, c. 173, § 2.
§ 28C. Management of solid waste; project
costs; debt obligations
(a) As used in this section, the following words
shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
have the following meanings:
"Chief executive officer", the manager in any city
having a manager and in any town having a city
form of government, the mayor in any other city,
and the board of selectmen in any other town
unless some other officer or body is designated to
perform the functions of a chief executive officer
under the provisions of a local charter or laws
having the force of a charter.
"Costs", when used in reference to any work or
purpose for which a city or town is authorized to
issue debt obligations under this section, means all
or any part of the cost of planning, designing,
acquiring, constructing, reconstructing, altering,
remodeling and otherwise carrying out such work
or purpose including, without limitation, costs of
labor, materials, machinery and equipment, lands,
structures and all rights of any kind in real and
personal property, costs of demolitions and reloca-
tions, cost of issuance and other financing charges
and expenses, reserves for debt service and other
capital and current expenses, costs of architectural,
engineering, financial, legal and consulting ser-
vices, costs of plans, specifications, appraisals, sur-
veys, inspections, financial and feasibility studies,
and any other costs or expenses authorized herein
or necessary or incidental to the planning, acquisi-
tion, construction, financing or placing in opera-
tion of such work or purpose; the word "cost"
shall also include interest prior to, during and for a
reasonable period of time after completion of such
work or purpose.
"Cost of issuance", any items of expense payable
or reimbursable directly or indirectly by a city or
town and related to the sale and issuance of debt
obligations under this section and the investment of
the proceeds therefor and of revenues securing the
same, including without limitation printing costs,
filing and recording fees, fees and charges of trus-
tees, depositories, authenticating agents and paying
agents, legal and auditing fees and charges, finan-
cial consultant fees, costs of credit ratings, premi-
ums for insurance of the payment of debt obli-
gations and fees payable for letters or lines of
credit or other credit facilities securing debt obli-
gations, discount payable upon the sale of debt
obligations, fees and charges for execution, trans-
portation and safekeeping of debt obligations, costs
and expenses of refunding and other costs, fees and
charges in connection with the foregoing.
"Debt obligation", a bond, a note, a certificate of
indebtedness, and any other instrument or evi-
dence of indebtedness, including a debt obligation
issued to refund any of the foregoing.
(b) Any city or town is hereby authorized pur-
suant to a two-thirds vote, from time to time to
issue its debt obligations pursuant to this section to
pay project costs of (1) cleaning up or preventing
pollution caused by existing or closed landfills or
other solid waste disposal facilities including clean
up or prevention activities taken pursuant to chap-
ter twenty-one E or chapter twenty-one H; (2)
constructing incinerators, refuse transfer facilities,
recycling facilities, composting facilities, resource
recovery facilities or other solid waste disposal fa-
cilities, for the purpose of disposing of waste, re-
fuse and garbage; (3) remodeling, reconstructing
or making extraordinary repairs to incinerators, re-
fuse transfer facilities, recycling facilities, resource
recovery facilities or other solid waste disposal
facilities, owned by the city or town and used for
the purpose of disposing of waste, refuse and gar-
bage; and (4) closing out a landfill area, opening a
new landfill area, or making improvements to an
existing landfill area. No indebtedness shall be
incurred hereunder until plans relating to the pro-
ject shall have been submitted to the department of
environmental protection and the approval of said
department has been granted therefor.
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If a city or town has authorized the issuance of
debt obligations in accordance with this section,
the treasurer, with the approval of the chief execu-
tive officer, may without further authority issue
notes in anticipation of such debt obligations,
which notes may be paid with the proceeds of such
debt obligations. The maturity date of any such
notes shall not exceed three years from the date of
issue of such notes or six months after the date of
completion of the project being financed with such
debt obligations, as determined by the chief execu-
tive officer, whichever date is later; provided, how-
ever, that notes issued to mature earlier than such
date may be refunded on other notes maturing no
later than three years from the date of issue of the
original loan or six months after the completion
date of the facility, whichever date is later. Sub-
ject to the limitations set forth in this paragraph,
the provisions of this section applicable to debt
obligations shall also apply to notes issued in antic-
ipation thereof.
The useful life of a project to clean up or prevent
pollution caused by existing or closed landfills or
other solid waste facilities shall be deemed to be
thirty years. The debt obligations may be made
redeemable before maturity at the option of the city
or town, acting by and through its chief executive
officer, or when authorized by a two-thirds vote
prior to issuance at the option of the holder of such
debt obligations, at such price or prices, with or
without premium, and under such terms and con-
ditions as such officer may determine prior to the
issue of such debt obligations. Debt obligations
may be issued as serial debt obligations or as term
debt obligations or as a combination of both, and
in coupon or registered form, or both. Provision
may be made for the registration of any coupon
debt obligations as to principal alone, and also as
to both principal and interest, and for the reconver-
sion into coupon debt obligations of any debt obli-
gations registered as to both principal and interest
and for the interchange of registered and coupon
debt obligations. The treasurer, with the approval
of the chief executive officer, shall determine the
form of the debt obligations, including any interest
coupons to be attached thereto, and shall fix the
denomination or denominations of the debt obli-
gations and the place or places of payment of
principal, premium, if any, and interest, which may
be at any bank or trust company within or without
the commonwealth.
Debt obligations issued hereunder shall be signed
by the manual or facsimile signature of the treasur-
er and countersigned by the manual or facsimile
signature of the treasurer and countersigned by the
manual or facsimile signature of the chief executive
officer and coupons, if any, appertaining to debt
obligations shall bear the facsimile signature of the
treasurer. Unless provision is made for the au-
thentication of the debt obligations of an issue by
the manual signature of trustee or other authenti-
cating agent, each debt obligation shall bear at
least one manual signature of the aforementioned
officers. Debt obligations, other than notes, shall
bear thereon the seal of the city or town or a
facsimile thereof. In case any officer whose signa-
ture or a facsimile of whose signature shall appear
on any debt obligations or coupons shall cease to
be such officer before the delivery thereof, such
signature or such facsimile shall nevertheless be
valid and sufficient for all purposes the same as if
he had remained in office until after such delivery.
Debt obligations issued by a city or town pursu-
ant to this section may be sold in such manner,
either at public or private sale, and for such price
or prices, whether at par, premium or discount, as
the treasurer, with the approval of the chief execu-
tive officer, may determine.
Any debt obligations issued under authority of
this section shall not be included in the debt of a
city or town for the purpose of ascertaining its
legal borrowing capacity.
(c) The chief executive officer of any city or town
is hereby authorized and empowered in connection
with any borrowing under this section to enter into
one or more trust or security agreements between
such city or town and a corporate trustee, which
may be any trust company or bank having the
powers of a trust company within or without the
commonwealth, or directly between such city or
town and the lenders on the debt obligations, nec-
essary to effectuate and to secure such borrowing.
Such agreements may pledge or assign, and create
a security interest in, in whole or in part, the
revenues and other money held or to be received
by the city or town from any project being financed
or from any fees or charges imposed by such city
or town relating to solid waste disposal and any
contract or other rights to receive the same, wheth-
er then existing or thereafter coming into existence
and whether then held or thereafter acquired by
the city or town and the proceeds thereof. Such
agreements may contain such provisions for pro-
tecting and enforcing the rights, security and reme-
dies of the holders of such debt obligations as may
be reasonable and not in violation of law, including
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without limiting the generality of the foregoing,
provisions defining defaults and providing for rem-
edies in the event thereof, which may include the
acceleration of maturities and covenants setting
forth the duties of, and limitations on, the city or
town in relation to the acquisition, construction,
improvement, enlargement, alteration, equipping,
furnishing, maintenance, use, operation, repair, in-
surance and disposition of the project being fi-
nanced by such debt obligations, the custody, safe-
guarding, investment and application of money, the
issuance of additional debt obligations, the fixing,
revision and collection of fees or other charges
relating to solid waste disposal, the use of any
surplus proceeds of the borrowing, including any
investment earnings thereon, the establishment of
special funds and reserves and the making and
amending of contracts relating to such project.
The pledge of any such agreement shall be valid
and binding and shall be deemed continuously per-
fected for the purposes of chapter one hundred and
six and any other law from the time when the
pledge is made; the revenues, money, rights and
proceeds so pledged and then held or thereafter
acquired or received by a city or town shall imme-
diately be subject to the lien of such pledge without
any physical delivery or segregation thereof or fur-
ther act; and the lien of any such pledge shall be
valid and binding against all parties having claims
of any kind in tort, contract or otherwise against
the city or town, irrespective of whether such par-
ties have notice thereof. No document by which a
pledge is created need be filed or recorded except
in the records of a city or town and no filing need
be made under the provisions of said chapter one
hundred and six.
Any such trust agreement may provide that any
money received thereunder may be deposited or
invested, pending the disbursement thereof, in any
deposits or investments which are lawful for the
funds of cities or towns pursuant to section fifty-
five of chapter forty-four, and shall provide that
any officer with whom or any bank or trust compa-
ny with which such money shall be deposited shall
act as trustee of such money and shall hold and
apply the same for the purposes hereof and thereof,
subject to such regulation or limitation as this
section or such agreement may provide.
It shall be lawful for any bank or trust company
to act as depository or trustee of the proceeds of
debt obligations, revenues or other money pledged
under any such agreement and to furnish such
indemnifying bonds or to pledge such security and
issue such letters or lines of credit or other credit
facilities as may be required by the city or town.
Any agreement entered into pursuant to this sec-
tion may set forth the rights and remedies of the
holders of any debt obligations and of the trustee
and may restrict the individual right of action by
any such holders. In addition to the foregoing, any
such agreement may contain such other provisions
as the city or town may deem reasonable and
proper. All expenses incurred in carrying out the
provisions of such agreement may be treated as a
cost of issuance hereunder. In addition to other
security provided herein or otherwise by law, debt
obligations issued under this section by a city or
town, may be secured, in whole or in part, by
insurance or by letters or lines of credit or other
credit facilities issued to the city or town by any
bank, trust company or other financial institution,
within or without the commonwealth, and the city
or town may pledge or assign any of its revenues
and other money held or to be received by the city
or town from the project being financed or from
any fees or charges imposed by such city or town
relating to solid waste disposal as security for the
reimbursement by the city or town to the issuers of
such letters or lines of credit, insurance or credit
facilities of any payments made thereunder.
Any holder of a debt obligation issued by a city
or town under the provisions of this section or of
any of the coupons appertaining thereto and any
trustee under an agreement securing the same,
except to the extent the rights herein given may be
restricted by such agreement, may bring suit upon
the debt obligations or coupons and may, either at
law or in equity, by suit, action, mandamus, or
other proceeding for legal or equitable relief, in-
cluding proceedings for the appointment of a re-
ceiver to take possession and control of the facili-
ties financed by such debt obligations to operate
and maintain the same, to make any necessary
repairs, renewals and replacements in respect
thereof and to fix, revise and collect fees and
charges, protect and enforce any and all rights
under the laws of the commonwealth or granted
hereunder or under such agreement or other agree-
ment, and may enforce and compel the perform-
ance of all duties required by this section or by
such agreements to be performed by the city or
town or by any officer thereof.
A pledge of revenue in accordance with this
section shall constitute a sufficient appropriation
thereof for the purposes of any provision for appro-
priation for so long as such pledge shall be in effect
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and, notwithstanding any other general or special
law to the contrary, such revenues may be applied
as required by the pledge and the agreement evi-
dencing the same without further appropriation.
(d) In addition to authority otherwise granted by
law, a city or town may, when authorized by a two-
thirds vote, issue refunding debt obligations for the
purpose of paying any of its debt obligations issued
under this section prior to maturity or upon accel-
eration of redemption. Refunding debt obligations
may be issued at such times prior to the maturity
or redemption of the refunded debt obligations as
the treasurer and chief executive officer deem to be
in the best interest of the city or town. The refund-
ing debt obligations may be issued in sufficient
amounts to pay or provide for the principal of the
debt obligations being refunded, together with any
redemption premium thereon, any interest accrued
or to accrue to the date of payment of such debt
obligations, the costs of issuance of the refunding
debt obligations, the costs of redeeming the debt
obligations being refunded and such reserves as
may be required by any agreement securing the
refunding debt obligations. The issue of refunding
debt obligations, the maturity or maturities and
other details thereof, the security therefor, and the
rights of the holders thereof, and the rights, duties
and obligations of the city or town in respect of the
same shall be governed by the provisions of this
section relating to the issue of debt obligations
other than refunding debt obligations insofar as the
same may be applicable; provided, however, that
the refunding debt obligations shall be payable no
later than the last date on which any portion of the
debt obligations being refunded are payable or
within the remaining useful life of the work or
purpose financed by the refunded debt obligations,
as determined by the chief executive officer, which-
ever is later. The provisions of section twenty-one
A of chapter forty-four shall not apply to any such
refunding debt obligations.
(e) Debt obligations issued under authority of
this section are hereby made securities in which all
insurance companies, trust companies, banking as-
sociations, savings banks, cooperative banks, in-
vestment companies, executors, trustees and other
fiduciaries, and all other persons whatsoever who
are now or may hereafter be authorized to invest in
bonds or notes or other obligations of a similar
nature may properly and legally invest funds, in-
cluding capital deposits or other funds in their
control or belonging to them. Such debt obli-
gations are hereby made securities which may
properly and legally be deposited with and received
by any state or municipal office or any agency or
political subdivision of the commonwealth for any
purpose for which the deposit of bonds or other
obligations of the commonwealth now or may here-
after be authorized by law.
Debt obligations issued under authority of this
section, their transfer and the income therefrom,
including any profit made on the sale thereof, shall
be at all times free from taxation within the com-
monwealth whether or not any such debt obli-
gation shall so provide on its face.
Debt obligations may be issued under this section
as herein provided without the consent of any
department, division, commission or agency of the
commonwealth and without any other proceedings
or the happening of any other conditions or things
other than those consents, proceedings, conditions
or things expressly required therefor herein and
the validity of and security for any such debt obli-
gations shall not be affected by the existence or
nonexistence of any such consent or other proceed-
ings, conditions or things.
(f) Any city or town acting by and through the
officer or officers, board, committee or other body
authorized by law, if any, to fix, revise, charge and
collect such fees and other charges, otherwise, act-
ing by and through its chief executive officer, is
hereby authorized to fix, revise, charge and collect
fees and other charges for any facilities or services
provided by such city or town as relate to the
collection or disposal of solid waste. If a city or
town has issued debt obligations under this section,
the fees and other charges established as aforesaid
shall be fixed and adjusted during any period when
such debt obligations are outstanding so as to pro-
vide revenues at least sufficient (i) to pay the cur-
rent expenses of operating and maintaining such
facilities and services, (ii) to pay the principal or,
premium, if any, and interest on all debt obli-
gations issued by the city or town under this sec-
tion as the same become due and payable, (iii) to
create and maintain such reserves as may be re-
quired by a resolution or agreement relating to the
issuance of debt obligations hereunder, (iv) to pro-
vide funds for paying project costs and mainte-
nance, repair, replacement and renewal costs relat-
ed to any project financed with debt obligations
issued hereunder and (v) to pay or provide for any
and all amounts which the city or town may be
obligated to pay by law or contract relating to such
project. In addition such fees and charges shall be
fixed and adjusted so as to provide revenues suffi-
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cient to pay any costs incurred by the city or town
to clean up or prevent pollution caused by existing
active or inactive landfills or other solid waste
disposal facilities, including the operation and
maintenance of such facilities, or to provide solid
waste disposal facilities, including but not limited
to the principal of, premium, if any, and interest on
debt of the city or town issued pursuant to section
seven or eight, and to provide funds for the esti-
mated cost of closing any existing operating solid
waste facility, which revenue and funds shall be
held by the city or town in a separate fund or funds
for subsequent appropriation for such purpose.
Except as otherwise provided above, such fees and
charges may be fixed and adjusted by each city or
town to cover all or any part of the costs specified
above. Cities and towns may collect and enforce
by legal proceedings such fees and charges from
persons liable therefor and in connection with such
collection and enforcement cities and towns may
employ all the powers and privileges granted to
them by law with respect to any similar fee or
other charge including but not limited to the pow-
ers and privileges granted cities and towns under
the provisions of sections forty-two A to forty-two
F, inclusive, of chapter forty and sections sixteen to
sixteen F, inclusive, of chapter eighty-three.
(g) In addition to any other power conferred
by law, a city or town may from time to time
contract for the operation by others of any solid
waste facility or facilities financed or to be fi-
nanced by such city or town in whole or in part
under this section or any other general or special
law or may from time to time lease the same to
others for operation by them and may contract
with any such operator for the disposal of refuse,
garbage and waste, or for any of the foregoing, or
for the purchase or use of by-products or residue
resulting from the operation of such facilities. All
other cities, towns and other public agencies and
private parties are also authorized from time to
time to contract with such city or town or with
any such operator for the disposal of refuse, gar-
bage and waste, or for any of the foregoing, or
from the purchase or use of by-products or resi-
due resulting from the operation of such facilities.
Such contracts may be for such periods as agreed
upon by the parties and, without limiting the gen-
erality of the foregoing, may include provisions
for the delivery of minimum amounts of refuse,
garbage and waste and payments for the use of
the facilities to be based thereon; provided, how-
ever, that such provisions do not result in the im-
position of a contract penalty for municipal par-
ticipation in a commonwealth approved program
of residential source separation of recyclable ma-
terials, for unit prices, which may be graduated,
and for adjustments thereof. Such contracts may
also include provisions for the payment or per-
formance of obligations imposed on cities, towns
or other public agencies notwithstanding the in-
terruption, curtailment or abandonment of con-
struction or operation of the facilities; provided,
however, that it shall be contrary to public policy
to enforce such obligations against a city, town or
other public agency unless notice of an operating
permit granted by the department of environmen-
tal protection for the facility shall have been re-
corded as provided in section one hundred and
fifty A of chapter one hundred and eleven, and
the interruption, curtailment or abandonment is
attributable to circumstances which are beyond
the control of the contractor or operator of the fa-
cilities and which render it physically or commer-
cially impracticable or legally impermissible to
operate the facilities even if the facilities con-
formed to the operating plans and specifications
for which said operating permit was recorded.
Such payments, unit prices or adjustments need
not be specifically stated in said contract but may
be determined by formulae if set forth therein. In
addition, supplementary charges, or adjustments,
may be imposed by the facility upon cities and
towns in payment for increases in costs or de-
creases in revenues, incurred, or projected to be
incurred, by the facility as the result of changes in
state or federal laws and regulations directly af-
fecting the operations of the facility. Any such
supplementary charge or adjustment shall include
documentation which provides a detailed state-
ment accounting for the causes of any increases
in costs, or losses of revenues, for which by the
terms of the contract a supplementary charge or
adjustment may be made, documents prepared by
qualified accountants which set forth the assump-
tions, formulas and calculations used in comput-
ing the amount of the supplementary charge or
adjustment, and an accounting of the supplemen-
tary charge or adjustment being imposed and an
evaluation as to whether they are allowable under
the terms of the contract and as to whether they
have been correctly calculated. At the end of
each fiscal year, the facility shall document the
actual increases in cost, or decreases in revenues,
and the actual amount of additional fees received
by the facility during the past year, and determine
if the actual increased costs or decreased reve-
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nues are at variance with the revenues and expen-
ditures estimated and used to establish the
amount of any approved supplementary charge or
adjustment. The supplementary charge or adjust-
ment shall be recalculated using the actual figures
and the fees for the succeeding year shall reflect
the appropriate amounts to be either refunded to
or recouped from the cities and towns. Any dis-
pute between a city or town and a facility regard-
ing the imposition of such supplementary charge
or adjustment shall be resolved by arbitration at
the request of either party. Both parties shall
provide all necessary data to assist the arbitrator
or arbitration panel in its determination. The
findings of the arbitrator or the arbitration panel
shall be binding upon the facility and the city or
town.
Any contract or lease under this section by a city
or town may be entered into by the appropriate
officers acting under general authorization of the
city council, town council or town meeting and
may run for a period not exceeding forty years
from the date of the contract or lease or from the
date of commencing regular operation of the facili-
ty or facilities, as determined or estimated in such
contract or lease, whichever date is later. Any
contract or lease hereunder may include provisions
for arbitration and reasonable restrictions against
other disposal by cities, towns or other public agen-
cies of the substances covered thereby while the
contract is in force and disposal under the contract
is practicable. A contract by a city or town here-
under shall not be subject to section four of chapter
forty and shall not be precluded by the acceptance
of section nine A of chapter ninety-two. The obli-
gations represented by payments by a city or town
under such a contract shall not be included in any
determination of the borrowing capacity of such
city or town under any limitation on its indebted-
ness.
In the event that any such solid waste disposal
facility includes or is to include facilities for the
production of steam as a by-product, any corpora-
tion, operating or leasing such solid waste disposal
facility, whether domestic or foreign, or other per-
son owning, occupying or operating the facility
shall have the powers granted by section twelve of
chapter one hundred and fifty-eight but the produc-
tion and sale of such steam and the foregoing grant
powers shall not cause the corporation or person to
be otherwise subject to chapter one hundred and
fifty-eight or excluded from chapter one hundred
and fifty-six or one hundred and fifty-six B or cause
the corporation to be deemed a heat or power
company for the purposes of the corporation laws
of the commonwealth.
Any contract with a city or town for the opera-
tion by others of any solid waste facility or facilities
under this section, or any lease of the same to
others for operation by them, shall contain such
provisions as may be deemed necessary to protect
the public interest, including but not limited to
provisions as to the rates to be charged or for the
approval of such rates by the city or town and
provisions requiring approval by the city or town of
contracts with third parties for the disposal of
refuse, garbage and waste. In entering into con-
tracts or leases for the operation of the facility or
facilities, the city or town is directed insofar as
practicable, to provide for just and equitable rates
and a fair but not excessive return to the operator
and to provide for meeting public disposal needs in
preference to private needs.
The city or town or any person operating a
facility or facilities, including but not limited to
recycling facilities, under a contract or lease pursu-
ant to this section shall not be required to pay any
property taxes or assessments on any real or per-
sonal property included in such facility or facilities
or any sales, use or similar tax on the sale, use,
storage or consumption of any personal property in
such operation. A contract or lease hereunder
may provide, however, for payments to the city or
town in lieu of taxes and assessments.
(h) The provisions of subsection (c) may be used
by a city or town as appropriate in connection with
general debt obligations of the city or town issued
pursuant to other general or special laws for solid
waste disposal purposes as well as in connection
with debt obligations issued under this section.
The provisions of subsections (f) and (g) are appli-
cable to any city or town whether or not any such
city or town has issued debt obligations under this
section or under any other provision of law for
solid waste disposal purposes.
(i) The provisions of this section shall be deemed
to provide an additional and alternative means for
the effectuation of the purposes authorized hereby
and shall be regarded as supplemental and addi-
tional to, and not in derogation of, powers con-
ferred upon cities or towns by other laws; provid-
ed, however, that if any provision of this section
shall be contrary to or conflict with any provision
of any other general or special law in any circum-
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stances, the provision of this section shall control
in such circumstances.
Added bv St. 1987, c. 584, § 15. Amended by St. 1990, c.
177, §§ 127, 128.
§ 29. Repealed, 1969, 849, Sec. 48; 1971, 766,
Sec. 1
1
§ 30. Determination of amount of appropria-
tion for departments
A city, except Boston, wherein the appropriation
for any department is determined by law at a
certain rate or percentage of the taxable valuation
or the valuation of the taxable property therein, or
however otherwise the same may be described,
shall, in addition to the amount so determined,
appropriate and use for such department such pro-
portion of the proceeds of the tax upon incomes,
returned by the commonwealth to the city under
section eighteen of chapter fifty-eight, as the appro-
priation so determined by law bears to the total
local tax levy of that city for the current fiscal year;
but in each fiscal year such departments shall be
credited with their proportion of the income tax
received during the preceding fiscal year.
Amended by St. 1969, c. 849, § 55.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1917, c. 209.
St. 1918, c. 107.
§ 31. Liabilities in excess of appropriations for-
bidden; exceptions
No department financed by municipal revenue,
or in whole or in part by taxation, of any city or
town, except Boston, shall incur a liability in ex-
cess of the appropriation made for the use of such
department, each item recommended by the mayor
and voted by the council in cities, and each item
voted by the town meeting in towns, being consid-
ered as a separate appropriation, except in cases of
major disaster, including, but not limited to, flood,
drought, fire, hurricane, earthquake, storm or oth-
er catastrophe, whether natural or otherwise,
which poses an immediate threat to the health or
safety of persons or property, and then only by a
vote in a city of two-thirds of the members of the
city council, and in a town by a majority vote of all
the selectmen. Payments of liabilities incurred un-
der authority of this section may be made, with the
written approval of the director, from any available
funds in the treasury, and the amounts of such
liabilities incurred shall be reported by the auditor
or accountant or other officer having similar
duties, or by the treasurer if there be no such
officer, to the assessors who shall include the
amounts so reported in the aggregate appropria-
tions assessed in the determination of the next
subsequent annual tax rate, unless the city or town
has appropriated amounts specified to be for such
liabilities; provided, that, if proceedings are
brought in accordance with provisions of section
fifty-three of chapter forty, no payments shall be
made and no amounts shall be certified to the
assessors until the termination of such proceed-
ings. Payments of final judgments and awards or
orders of payment approved by the industrial acci-
dent board rendered after the fixing of the tax rate
for the current fiscal year may, with the approval
of the director of accounts if the amount of the
judgment or award is over ten thousand dollars, be
made from any available funds in the treasury, and
the payments so made shall be reported by the
auditor or accountant or other officer having simi-
lar duties, or by the treasurer if there be no such
officer, to the assessors, who shall include the
amount so reported in the aggregate appropria-
tions assessed in the determination of the next
subsequent annual tax rate, unless the city or town
has otherwise made provision therefor.
The provisions of this section, so far as apt, shall
apply to districts, and the prudential committee, if
any, otherwise the commissioners, shall act in
place of the members of the city council or select-
men.
Amended by St. 1946, c. 358, § 23; St. 1949, c. 138;
St.1954, c. 46; St.1955, c. 259; St.1969, c. 505, § 7;
St. 1969, c. 849, § 55A as added by St. 1971, c. 766, § 14;
St.1973, c. 832; St.1979, c. 194, § 1; St.1982, c. 22, § 2;
St.l991,c. 544, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 16.
§ 31 A. Report of estimated expenses; period
covered; contents
Every officer of any city except Boston having
charge of, or jurisdiction over, any office, depart-
ment or undertaking, requesting an appropriation
shall, between November first and December first
of each year, furnish the mayor and the city audi-
tor, or officer having similar duties, on forms pro-
vided by the city auditor or officer having similar
duties, and approved by the bureau of accounts in
the department of corporations and taxation, de-
tailed estimates of the full amounts deemed neces-
sary for the next fiscal year for the ordinary main-
tenance of the office, department or undertaking
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under his charge or jurisdiction, and for expendi-
tures other than the ordinary maintenance, with
the amounts, if any, expended for similar purposes
during the preceding fiscal year and during the
first four months of the then current fiscal year,
and an estimate of the amounts required to be
expended for such purposes during the last eight
months of the then current fiscal year, giving ex-
planatory statements of any differences between
the amount of any estimate for the next fiscal year
and the amount expended or estimated to be re-
quired as aforesaid.
The information hereby required to be furnished
shall set forth the number of permanent or tempo-
rary employees, or both, requested in each classifi-
cation or rating in the next fiscal year and the
number of permanent or temporary employees, or
both, employed on October thirty-first of the then
fiscal year, or the nearest week-end thereto, except
laborers and persons performing the duties of la-
borers, with the annual, monthly, weekly or hourly
compensation of such employees, and shall state
whether such compensation is fixed by ordinance
or otherwise and whether or not such employees
are subject to chapter thirty-one.
The foregoing shall not prevent any city, upon
recommendation of the mayor, from so setting
forth the number of permanent or temporary labor-
ers and persons performing the duties of laborers,
or both such permanent and temporary laborers
and persons, with the annual, monthly, weekly or
hourly compensation of such employees.
The city auditor, or officer having similar duties,
shall forthwith at the close of each calendar year
furnish the mayor with a written report of the
money received from estimated receipts applicable
to the payment of expenditures of the first six
months of the then current fiscal year, with an
estimate of such receipts for the last six months of
such year and for the next fiscal year.
Added by St.1941, c. 473, § 1. Amended by St.1953, c.
654, § 3; St.1969, c. 849, §§ 56 to 58.
§ 3 IB. Repealed, 1969, 505, Sec. 6
Historical and Statutory Notes
Seec. 44, § 31.
§ 31C. Construction contracts; certificate as to
availability of funds; effect of certifi-
cate upon defense of insufficiency of
appropriations
No contract for the construction, reconstruction,
alteration, remodeling, repair or demolition of any
public building or public work by any city or town
costing more than two thousand dollars shall be
deemed to have been made until the auditor or
accountant or other officer of the city or town
having similar duties has certified thereon that an
appropriation in the amount of such contract is
available therefor and that an officer or agent of
the city, town or awarding authority has been au-
thorized to execute said contract and approve all
requisitions and change orders. No order to the
contractor for a change in or addition to the work
to be performed under a contract subject to this
section, whether in the form of a drawing, plan,
detail or any other written instruction, unless it is
an order which the contractor is willing to perform
without any increase in the contract price, shall be
deemed to have been given until the auditor or
accountant, or other officer of the city or town
having similar duties, has certified thereon that an
appropriation in the amount of such order is avail-
able therefor; but such certificate shall not be
construed as an admission by the city or town of its
liability to pay for such work. The certificate of
the auditor or accountant or other officer of the
city or town having similar duties, that an appro-
priation in the amount of such contract or order is
available shall bar any defense by the city or town
on the grounds of insufficient appropriation; and
any law barring payment in excess of appropria-
tions shall not apply to amounts covered by any
certificate under this section.
Added by St. 1964, c. 693, § 1. Amended by St. 1986, c.
447; St. 1989, c. 341, § 27.
§ 3 ID. Snow and ice removal; emergency ex-
penditures; reporting requirements
Any city or town may incur liability and make
expenditures in any fiscal year in excess of avail-
able appropriations for snow and ice removal, pro-
vided that such expenditures are approved by the
town manager and the finance or advisory commit-
tee in a town having a town manager, by the
selectmen and the finance or advisory committee in
any other town, by the city manager and the city
council in a city having a city manager or by the
mayor and city council in any other city; provided,
however, that the appropriation for such purposes
in said fiscal year equaled or exceeded the appro-
priation for said purposes in the prior fiscal year.
Expenditures made under authority of this section
shall be certified to the board of assessors and
included in the next annual tax rate.
312
MUNICIPAL FINANCE 44 §32
Every city or town shall annually, not later than
September fifteenth, report to the division ot local
services of the department of revenue the total
amounts appropriated and expended, including any
funding or reimbursements received from the com-
monwealth, for snow and ice removal in the fiscal
year ending on the preceding June thirtieth.
Added by St. 1976, c. 33. Amended by St.1996, c. 45, § 4.
§ 32. Submission of city budget to city council;
procedure for approval, rejection or al-
teration
Within one hundred and seventy days after the
annual organization of the city government in any
city other than Boston, the mayor shall submit to
the city council the annual budget which shall be a
statement of the amounts recommended by him for
proposed expenditures of the city for the next fiscal
year. The annual budget shall be classified and
designated so as to show separately with respect to
each officer, department or undertaking for which
an appropriation is recommended:
—
(1) Ordinary maintenance, which shall also in-
clude debt and interest charges matured and ma-
turing during the next fiscal year, and shall be
subdivided as follows:
—
(a) Salaries and wages of officers, officials and
employees other than laborers or persons perform-
ing the duties ol laborers; and
(b) Ordinary maintenance not included under
(a); and
(2) Proposed expenditures for other than ordi-
nary maintenance, including additional equipment
the estimated cost of which exceeds one thousand
dollars.
The foregoing shall not prevent any city, upon
recommendation of the mayor and with the ap-
proval of the council, from adopting additional
classifications and designations.
The city council may by majority vote make
appropriations for the purposes recommended and
may reduce or reject any amount recommended in
the annual budget. It shall not increase any
amount in or the total of the annual budget nor add
thereto any amount for a purpose not included
therein except on recommendation of the mayor,
and except as provided in section thirty-three; pro-
vided, however, that in the case of the school
budget or in the case of a regional school district
assessment, the city council, on the recommenda-
tion of the school committee or on recommenda-
tion of a regional district school committee, may by
a two-thirds vote increase the total amount approp-
riated for the support of the schools or for the
regional district schools over that requested by the
mayor; and provided, further, that no such in-
crease shall be voted if it would render the total
annual budget in excess of the property tax limita-
tions set forth in section twenty-one C of chapter
fifty-nine. Except as otherwise permitted by law
,
all amounts appropriated by the city council, as
provided in this section, shall be for the purposes
specified. In setting up an appropriation order or
orders based on the annual budget, the council
shall use, so far as possible, the same classifications
required for the annual budget. If the council fails
to take action with respect to any amount recom-
mended in the annual budget, either by approving,
reducing or rejecting the same, within forty-five
days after the receipt of the budget, such amount
shall without any action by the council become a
part of the appropriations for the year, and be
available for the purposes specified.
If, upon the expiration of one hundred and sev-
enty days after the annual organization of the city
government, the mayor shall not have submitted to
the city council the annual budget for said year, the
city council shall, upon its own initiative, prepare
such annual budget by June thirtieth of such year,
and such budget preparation shall be, where appli-
cable, subject to the provisions governing the annu-
al budget of the mayor.
Within fifteen days after such preparation of the
annual budget, the city council shall proceed to act
by voting thereon and all amounts so voted shall
thereupon be valid appropriations for the purposes
stated therein to the same extent as though based
upon a mayor's annual budget, but subject, howev-
er, to such requirements, if any, as may be imposed
by law.
If the council fails to take action with respect to
any amount recommended in the budget, either by
approving, reducing or rejecting the same, within
fifteen days after such preparation, such amount
shall, without further action by the council, become
a part of the appropriations for the year, and be
available for the purposes specified.
Notwithstanding any provisions of this section to
the contrary, the mayor may submit to the city
council a continuing appropriation budget for said
city on a month by month basis for a period not to
exceed three months if said city has not approved
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an operating budget for the fiscal year because of
circumstances beyond its control.
Nothing in this section shall prevent the city
council, acting upon the written recommendation
of the mayor, from voting appropriations, not in
excess of the amount so recommended, either prior
or subsequent to the passage of the annual budget.
The provisions of this section shall apply, in any
city adopting the Plan E form of government under
chapter forty-three, only to the extent provided by
section one hundred and four of said chapter.
Neither the annual budget nor appropriation or-
ders based thereon shall be in such detail as to fix
specific salaries of employees under the direction
of boards elected by the people, other than the city
council.
The city council may, and upon written request
of at least ten registered voters shall, give notice of
a public hearing to be held on the annual budget,
prior to final action thereon, but not less than
seven days after publication of such notice, in a
newspaper having general circulation in the city.
At the time and place so advertised, or at any time
or place to which such public hearing may from
time to time be adjourned, the city council shall
hold a public hearing on the annual budget as
submitted by the mayor, at which all interested
persons shall be given an opportunity to be heard
for or against the proposed expenditures or any
item thereof.
Amended by St.1938, c. 175, § 1; St.1938, c. 378, § 16;
St.1941, c. 473, § 2; St.1953, c. 51; St. 1953, c. 79;
St.1969, c. 849, §§ 59, 60; St.1975, c. 26, §§ 1, 2;
St.1985, c. 9, §§ 2, 3; St.1987, c. 329, § 1; St.1995, c.
20, §§ 1 to 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1,20.
St.1915, c. 138, § 1.
St.1920, c. 172.
§ 33. Power of council to add to appropriation;
conditions; limitations
In case of the failure of the mayor to transmit to
the city council a written recommendation for an
appropriation for any purpose not included in the
annual budget, which is deemed necessary by the
council, after having been so requested by vote
thereof, said council, after the expiration of seven
days from such vote, upon its own initiative may
make such appropriation by a vote of at least two
thirds of its members, and shall in all cases clearly
specify the amount to be expended for each partic-
ular purpose, but no appropriation may be voted
hereunder so as to fix specific salaries of employees
under the direction of boards elected by the people,
other than the city council.
Amended by St.1941, c. 473, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1,20.
St.1915, c. 138, § 1.
St.1920, c. 172.
§ 33A. Salary provisions in budget; require-
ments and limitations
The annual budget shall include sums sufficient
to pay the salaries of officers and employees fixed
by law or by ordinance. Notwithstanding any con-
trary provision of any city charter, no ordinance
providing for an increase in the salaries or wages
of municipal officers or employees shall be enacted
except by a two thirds vote of the city council, nor
unless it is to be operative for more than three
months during the calendar year in which it is
passed. No new position shall be created or in-
crease in rate made by ordinance, vote or appoint-
ment during the financial year subsequent to the
submission of the annual budget unless provision
therefor has been made by means of a supplemen-
tal appropriation. No ordinance, vote or appoint-
ment creating a new position in any year in which
a municipal election is held shall be valid and
effective unless said ordinance, vote or appoint-
ment is operative for more than three months dur-
ing said municipal election year.
Amended by St. 1943, c. 62; St. 1947, c. 298, § 1;
St.1950, c. 370; St.1955, c. 358; St.1960, c. 301;
St.1969, c. 849, § 61.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1922, c. 250.
§ 33B. Transfer of appropriations; restrictions
(a) On recommendation of the mayor, the city
council may, by majority vote, transfer any amount
appropriated for the use of any department to
another appropriation for the same department.
In addition, the city council may, by majority vote,
on recommendation of the mayor, transfer within
the last 2 months of any fiscal year, or during the
first 1 5 days of the new fiscal year to apply to the
previous fiscal year, an amount appropriated for
the use of any department other than a municipal
light department or a school department to the
appropriation for any other department, but the
amount transferred from 1 department to another
may not exceed, in the aggregate, 3 per cent of the
annual budget of the department from which the
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transfer is made. Except as provided in the pre-
ceding sentence, no transfer shall be made of any
amount appropriated for the use of any city depart-
ment to the appropriation for any other depart-
ment except by a % vote of the city council on
recommendation of the mayor and with the written
approval of the amount of the transfer by the
department having control of the appropriation
from which the transfer is proposed to be made.
No transfer involving a municipal light department
or a school department shall be made under the
previous sentence without the approval of the
amount of the transfer by a vote of the municipal
light department board or by a vote of the school
committee, respectively.
(b) A town may, by majority vote at any meeting
duly held, transfer any amount previously approp-
riated to any other use authorized by law. Alterna-
tively, the selectmen, with the concurrence of the
finance committee or other entity establish under
section 16 of chapter 39, may transfer within the
last 2 months of any fiscal year, or during the first
15 days of the new fiscal year to apply to the
previous fiscal year, any amount appropriated for
the use of any department other than a municipal
light department or a school department to the
appropriation for any other department or within a
department, but the amount transferred from 1
department to another or within a department may
not exceed, in the aggregate, 3 per cent of the
annual budget of the department from or within
which the transfer is made or $5,000, whichever is
greater.
(c) No approval other than that expressly provid-
ed in this section shall be required for any transfer
under this section.
Added by St.1943, c. 62. Amended by St.1951, c. 798,
§ 6; St. 1965, c. 204; St. 1969, c. 849, § 61A as added by
St.1971, c. 766, § 15; St.2006, c. 77, eff. May 4, 2006.
§ 34. Repealed, 1969, 849, Sec. 48; 1971, 766,
Sec. 1
1
§ 35. Towns and districts; right to petition for
an audit or installation of accounting
system
Any town, and any district, or regional school
district, at a meeting legally called therefor, may
petition the director for an audit of its accounts or
for the installation of an accounting system; and
said director, as soon as possible after the receipt
of such petition, shall cause such audit to be made
or system of accounts to be installed. Any town or
district, at a meeting legally called therefor, after
such accounting system has been installed, may
petition for subsequent audits, or may provide in
its by-laws for periodical audits under the supervi-
sion of said director, who shall cause such audits to
be made. The selectmen, the prudential commit-
tee, if any, otherwise the commissioners, or the
regional district school committee, may petition
said director for an audit of the town or district
accounts, as the case may be, when, in their opin-
ion, the condition of the accounts is such as to
warrant the making of such audit, and said di-
rector, as soon as possible after the receipt of such
petition, shall cause such audit to be made.
Amended by St. 1941, c. 454; St.1951, c. 17, § 1;
St.1967, c. 46, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 598, § 1.
St. 1913, c. 706, § 1.
St.1916, c. 13, § 1.
St. 1917, c. 159, § 1.
St.1917, c. 192, § 1.
St.1918, c. 257, § 159.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 36. Cities; right to petition for an audit or
installation of accounting system
Any city may, by vote of its city council, petition
the director for an audit of its accounts or for the
installation of an accounting system; and, if a
statute or an ordinance requires a city official or
commission to cause an audit to be made, such
official or commission may petition therefor, and
said director, as soon as possible after the receipt
of such petition, shall cause such audit to be made
or accounting system installed.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 598, § 3.
St.1913, c. 706, § 1.
§ 37. Duties of director with respect to installa-
tion of accounting system
Whenever, after such accounting system has
been installed, a city, town or district accounting
officer requests the advice or assistance of the
director, he shall render such assistance as in his
judgment may be necessary.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 706, § 1.
St.1917, c. 159, § 2.
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§ 38. Uniformity of accounting systems
The accounting systems installed in accordance
with this chapter shall be such as will, in the
judgment of the director, be most effective in secur-
ing uniformity of classification in the accounts of
such cities, towns and districts. The director may
supply approximately at cost to cities, towns and
districts where such accounting systems have been
installed such books, forms or other supplies as
may be required from time to time after the origi-
nal installation of such systems. Such accounting
systems and classifications, so far as they pertain to
school committees, shall be subject to the advice
and approval of the board of education.
Amended by St. 1974, c. 728, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 598, § 2.
St.1913, c. 706, § 1.
St. 1917, c. 24.
St.1917, c. 159, § 2.
§ 39. Results of audit; report to municipality
Upon the completion of an audit under section
thirty-five or thirty-six, the director shall render a
report to the city government or the board of
selectmen or the prudential committee or commis-
sioners, respectively, embodying the results of his
findings, with such suggestions as he may deem
advisable for the proper administration of the fi-
nances of the city, town or district.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 598, § 5.
St.1917, c. 159, § 3.
§ 40. Audit of accounts; frequency
The director shall cause an audit to be made of
the accounts of all cities and towns and of all
districts and regional school districts of the com-
monwealth and may cause subsequent audits to be
made of the accounts of each city and town annual-
ly, and of the accounts of each district and regional
school district as often as once in two years or
annually at the request of the prudential commit-
tee, if any, otherwise the commissioners, or the
regional district school committee, and for this
purpose he, and his duly accredited agents, shall
have access to all necessary papers, books, and
records. All accounts subject to audit by town
auditors under section fifty-three of chapter forty-
one shall be subject to audit by the director, and
the trustees of any property the principal or income
of which, in whole or in part, was bequeathed or
given in trust for public uses for the benefit of the
town or any part thereof, or for the benefit of the
inhabitants of the town or any part thereof, shall
give the director, or his duly accredited agents,
access to their accounts, funds, securities and evi-
dences of property for the purposes of the audit.
Upon the completion of each audit as aforesaid, a
report thereunder shall be made to the mayor and
city government in cities, to the selectmen in
towns, to the prudential committee and commis-
sioners in a district, and to the regional district
school committee in a regional school district, and
a copy of the same shall be furnished to the city,
town or district clerk, who shall cause the same or
a summary of its essential features to be published
at the expense of the city, town or district. The
director, in his discretion, may give preference to
audits upon petitions under section thirty-five or
thirty-six over audits under this section.
Commencing with the fiscal year nineteen hun-
dred and eighty-seven, regional school districts
may satisfy the requirements of the Single Audit
Act of 1984, 31 USC Sec. 7502, by causing audits
of its records to be made annually or biennially by
an independent auditor to be selected by such
regional school districts to conduct such audits.
Such audits shall be made in accordance with
federal government auditing standards.
Amended by St.1939, c. 339; St.1945, c. 29, § 1;
St.1947, c. 298, § 6; St. 1948, c. 82; St.1951, c. 17, § 2;
St.1967, c. 46, § 6; St.1986, c. 619.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 245, §§ 1, 3.
St.1926, c. 158.
§ 41. Expenses of auditing; payment
The expenses incurred under sections thirty-five
to forty, inclusive, shall be paid primarily by the
commonwealth; and the state treasurer shall issue
his warrant requiring the assessors of the cities and
towns concerned and of the towns in which such
district is located to assess a tax to the amount of
said expense, and such amounts shall be collected
and paid to the state treasurer as provided by
section twenty of chapter fifty-nine. Any balance
due shall be assessed, collected and paid in the
succeeding years in like manner.
Amended by St. 1946, c. 432, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 598, § 6.
St.1917, c. 159, §§ 4, 5.
St.1920, c. 245, § 2.
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§ 42. Audits by private accountants; required
reports
Whenever a city or town causes an audit of its
accounts or the accounts of separate departments
to be made by a person of its own selection, the city
or town clerk shall immediately, upon the employ-
ment of such person, file his name and address
with the director, and such person shall, within ten
days after making the report of his audit and rec-
ommendations to the city or town, file a certified
copy thereof with the director; and in any such
case the director may, in his discretion, accept the
audit so made, or cause an audit to be made under
section forty.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 245, § 4.
§ 42A. Pilot program for audits of public func-
tions of city, town, county, etc. where
irregularities or illegal acts are sus-
pected; establishment
The department of the state auditor, in accor-
dance with section 12 of chapter 1 1, shall establish
a 2 year pilot program for the audit of the ac-
counts, programs, activities, and other public func-
tions of a particular city, town, county, district, or
regional school district where there are suspected
irregularities or illegal acts. Any audit undertaken
under this section shall include an audit of any
accounts, programs, activities and functions of a
city, town, county, district or regional school dis-
trict for the purpose of identifying any irregulari-
ties or illegal acts by a department, office or agency
of the respective city, town, county, district or
regional school district. On or before April 1 of
each year, the department of the state auditor shall
submit a report to the house and senate commit-
tees on ways and means which shall include, but
not be limited to: (i) the number of audits per-
formed under this section; (ii) a summary of find-
ings under the audits; and (iii) the cost of each
audit. Nothing in this section shall require the
department of the state auditor to perform an audit
of a city, town, county, district or regional school
district.
Added by St.2003, c. 46, § 35, cff. July 31, 2003.
§ 43. Accounting reports; returns; forms
The director shall annually furnish to the auditor
or other accounting officer of each city and town
schedules so arranged as to provide for uniform
returns giving detailed statements of all receipts
classified by sources, and all payments classified by
objects, for its last fiscal year; a statement of the
public debt showing the purpose for which each
item of the debt was created and the provision
made for the payment thereof; and a statement of
assets and liabilities at the close of the fiscal year.
The director may prescribe standard forms intend-
ed to promote the systematic accounting of finan-
cial transactions and the publication of the same in
the city and town reports. He shall collect from
the proper local authorities such other information
pertaining to municipal affairs as in his judgment
may be of public interest. All accounting and
other officials and custodians of public money of
cities and towns shall fill out properly and return
promptly to the director all schedules transmitted
by him to them. If a city or town fails within sixty
days after a request has been made by the director
to furnish the information authorized to be collect-
ed under the provisions of this section, the director
may obtain such information through the use of his
agents and assistants. The cost for collecting such
information shall be borne in the manner pre-
scribed by section forty-one for expenses incurred
under sections thirty-five to forty, inclusive.
Amended by St. 1951, c. 276.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1906, c. 296, § 1.
St. 1909, c. 371, §§ 6, 10.
§ 44. Reports of municipal statistics; publica-
tion
The commissioner of revenue shall include in his
annual report statistics relative to the financial
affairs of cities and towns and other information of
public interest pertaining to municipal affairs.
Said part of his report may be printed and distrib-
uted as a separate document or in separate parts,
and the commissioner may also publish, at such
intervals as he deems expedient, bulletins or spe-
cial reports of the director relative to municipal
affairs.
Amended by St. 1 978, c. 5 1 4, § 31.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1906, c. 296, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 371, §§ 3,6.
St.l911,c. 74.
St.1918, c. 189, §§ 1,2.
St.1918, c. 257, § 9.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1919, c. 350, §§ 8,53.
St.1920, c. 2.
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§ 45. Powers of director; attendance of wit-
nesses; production of books and docu-
ments
The director may require the attendance of wit-
nesses and the production of books and documents,
and may examine witnesses under oath in the same
manner as in the superior court.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1869, Res. 102.
P.S.1882, c. 31, § 14.
R.L.1902, c. 107, § 2.
St. 1908, c. 462, § 1.
St. 1909, c. 371, §§ 2, 10.
St.1912, c. 560, § 1.
§ 46. Destruction of records
The director, having first obtained authority from
the governor and council, may destroy or sell all
such records, papers and schedules accumulated in
the bureau of accounts as in his judgment are of no
value.
Amended by St. 1953, c. 654, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1887, c. 43, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 107, § 4.
St. 1909, c. 371, §§ 9, 10.
§ 46A. Powers of director; investigation of mu-
nicipal affairs
The director may upon his own initiative, in the
case of any city, except Boston, or any town, and
shall, when requested by the mayor or city council
of any such city or the selectmen of any town, if
conditions appear to the director to warrant it,
investigate the accounts and financial transactions
and affairs of such city or town, or of any depart-
ment, board, commission or officer thereof. For
the purpose of conducting such investigations, the
director may employ such temporary investigators
as may be necessary, who shall receive such com-
pensation as the commissioner of revenue may fix
and shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one. For
the aforesaid purposes the director and his duly
accredited investigators or agents shall have access
to all necessary papers, vouchers, books and rec-
ords. Upon the completion of such an investiga-
tion, a report thereon shall be made to the mayor
and city council or to the selectmen, as the case
may be, and a copy of the same shall be furnished
to the attorney general, and to the city or town
clerk who shall cause it or a summary of its essen-
tial features to be published at the expense of the
city or town. A municipal officer or employee or a
member of a municipal department, board or com-
mission whose accounts or transactions are being
investigated under this section shall afford to the
director, his investigators and agents such assis-
tance as they may require. Refusal or neglect by
such an officer, employee or member to afford
such assistance shall be punished by a fine of not
more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment
for not more than one year, or both. The expenses
incurred hereunder shall be paid primarily by the
commonwealth; and the state treasurer shall issue
a warrant requiring the assessors of the city or
town concerned to assess a tax to the amount of
said expenses, and such amounts shall be collected
and paid to the state treasurer in the same manner
and subject to the same penalties as state taxes.
Any balance due shall be assessed in the succeed-
ing years in the same manner as other state taxes.
Added by St.1932, c. 155. Amended by St.1978, c. 514,
§ 32.
§ 47. Right to establish or use
No further sinking funds for the payment of debt
shall be established by any city, town or district,
but cities and towns shall contribute to every sink-
ing fund established prior to May twenty-eighth,
nineteen hundred and thirteen, and districts shall
contribute to every sinking fund established prior
to March twentieth, nineteen hundred and fifteen,
until such sinking fund, with its accumulations,
shall be sufficient to extinguish at maturity the debt
for which it was established. This section shall not
apply to Boston.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1875, c. 209, § 7.
P.S.1882, c. 29, §§ 12, 13.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 17.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1, 13.
St.1915, c. 85, § 4.
§ 48. Sinking fund commissioners; powers and
duties; records; compensation
The sinking fund commissioners shall have
charge of all sinking funds intrusted to them by the
city, town or district, and shall invest and reinvest,
in the name of the board, all amounts contributed
thereto and the income thereof as it accrues, in the
particular bonds, notes or certificates of indebted-
ness for the redemption of which such sinking fund
was established, or in other bonds of their city,
town or district secured by sinking funds, or in
temporary loan notes or certificates of their city,
town or district issued in anticipation of taxes, or
in securities, except personal securities, in which
funds of savings banks may by law be invested; but
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no part thereof shall be loaned to the city or town
except as herein provided. The commissioners
may sell such securities and reinvest the proceeds.
They shall keep a record of their proceedings, and
shall annually make a written report to the city,
town or district of the amount and condition of
said funds and of the income thereof for the pre-
ceding financial year. Their records and the secu-
rities belonging to said funds shall at all times be
subject to the inspection of the mayor, aldermen,
selectmen, or any committee or commissioners of
the city, town or district authorized for the pur-
pose. No member of the board shall receive com-
pensation for his services; but the necessary ex-
penses of the board shall be paid by the city, town
or district, and the treasurer and secretary thereof
shall receive such compensation as shall be fixed
by the city, town or district.
When securities for the redemption of which a
sinking fund has been established become a part of
said sinking fund, the commissioners shall cause a
notice to be stamped or written on the face thereof
that they are a part of such sinking fund, and are
not negotiable; and all coupons thereof, as they are
paid, shall be cancelled.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1875, c. 209, § 5.
P.S.1882, c. 29, § 11.
St.1894, c. 146.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 15.
St. 1915, c. 85, § 4.
§ 49. Issuance of new bonds
If, when bonds payable from the sinking fund
become due, the sinking fund commissioners of a
city hold any other bonds of the city not due and
payable, which have been stamped as the property
of said sinking fund and are not negotiable, they
shall so certify to the mayor and request that new
bonds be issued to them by the city in lieu of the
bonds not due. If the mayor is satisfied that there
is occasion therefor, he shall cause new bonds to
be prepared, bearing the same rate of interest, and
payable as to principal and interest on the same
dates as the bonds to be surrendered, and identical
in terms therewith; and when executed by him and
the city treasurer and approved by the committee
on finance of the city council, they shall be issued
to such commissioners on the surrender by them to
the city treasurer and the cancellation of such
former bonds. Such cancellation and new issue
shall be entered in full on the books of the city
treasurer.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1895, c. 243.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 16.
§ 50. Repealed, 1921, 486, Sec. 12
§51. Repealed, 1938, 458
§ 52. Issuance of bonds in exchange for bearer
instruments
A county, city, town or district, or any domestic
corporation, which shall have issued any bond,
note or certificate of indebtedness payable to bear-
er, held by the sinking fund commissioners of any
city, town or district, shall, at the request of such
commissioners, issue in exchange therefor a bond,
note or certificate of the same effect, payable to
such commissioners by name; provided, that the
city, town or district desiring such exchange shall,
if requested, furnish the blank form for the bond,
note or certificate therefor in the same general
form as that furnished by the commonwealth under
section thirty-nine of chapter twenty-nine.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1912, c. 377, § 1.
St.1915, c. 85, § 4.
St.1916, c. 152.
St. 1917, c. 116, §§ 1,2.
§ 53. City, town or district funds; use and dis-
position
All moneys received by any city, town or district
officer or department, except as otherwise provided
by special acts and except fees provided for by
statute, shall be paid by such officers or depart-
ment upon their receipt into the city, town or
district treasury. Any sums so paid into the city,
town or district treasury shall not later be used by
such officer or department without specific appro-
priation thereof; provided, however, that (1) sums
allotted by the commonwealth or a county to cities
or towns for highway purposes and sums allotted
by the commonwealth to cities, towns or districts
for water pollution control purposes shall be avail-
able therefor without specific appropriation, but
shall be used only for the purposes for which the
allotment is made or to meet temporary loans
issued in anticipation of such allotment as provided
in section six or six A, (2) sums not in excess of
twenty thousand dollars recovered under the terms
of fire or physical damage insurance policy and
sums not in excess of twenty thousand dollars
received in restitution for damage done to such
city, town or district property may be used by the
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officer or department having control of the city,
town or district property for the restoration or
replacement of such property without specific ap-
propriation and (3) sums recovered from pupils in
the public schools for loss of school books or paid
by pupils for materials used in the industrial arts
projects may be used by the school committee for
the replacement of such books or materials without
specific appropriation.
Amended by St. 1960, c. 592, § 3; St.1962, c. 246;
St. 1967, c. 46, § 7; St.1968, c. 598, § 2; St. 1970, c. 525;
St.1972, c. 88; St.1972, c. 766, § 4; St. 1978, c. 367,
§ 70A; St.1980, c. 169; St.1984, c. 181; St.1992, c. 62.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1920, c. 591, § 7.
St.1926, c. 205.
§ 53A. Grants and gifts; acceptance and expen-
diture
An officer or department of any city or town, or
of any regional school or other district, may accept
grants or gifts of funds from the federal govern-
ment and from a charitable foundation, a private
corporation, or an individual, or from the com-
monwealth, a county or municipality or an agency
thereof, and in the case of any grant or gift given
for educational purposes may expend said funds
for the purposes of such grant or gift with the
approval of the school committee, and in the case
of any other grant or gift may expend such funds
for the purposes of such grant or gift in cities
having a Plan D or Plan E form of government
with the approval of the city manager and city
council, in all other cities with the approval of the
mayor and city council, in towns with the approval
of the board of selectmen, and in districts with the
approval of the prudential committee, if any, other-
wise the commissioners. Notwithstanding the pro-
visions of section fifty-three, any amounts so re-
ceived by an officer or department of a city, town
or district shall be deposited with the treasurer of
such city, town or district and held as a separate
account and may be expended as aforesaid by such
officer or department receiving the grant or gift
without further appropriation. If the express writ-
ten terms or conditions of the grant agreement so
stipulate, interest on the grant funds may remain
with and become a part of the grant account and
may be expended as part of the grant by such
officer or department receiving the grant or gift
without further appropriation. Any grant, subven-
tion or subsidy for educational purposes received
by an officer or department of a city, town or
school district from the federal government may be
expended by the school committee of such city,
town or district without including the purpose of
such expenditure in, or applying such amount to,
the annual or any supplemental budget or appro-
priation request of such committee; provided,
however, that this sentence shall not apply to
amounts so received to which section twenty-six C
of chapter seventy-one of the General Laws, and
chapter six hundred and twenty-one of the acts of
nineteen hundred and fifty-three, as amended, and
chapter six hundred and sixty-four of the acts of
nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, as amended, ap-
ply; and, provided further, that notwithstanding
the foregoing provision, this sentence shall apply to
amounts so received as grants under the Elementa-
ry and Secondary Education Act of 1965, (Public
Law 89-1 0). 1 After receipt of a written commit-
ment from the federal government approving a
grant for educational purposes and in anticipation
of receipt of such funds from the federal govern-
ment, the treasurer, upon the request of the school
committee, shall pay from the General Fund of
such municipality compensation for services ren-
dered and goods supplied to such federal grant
programs, such payments to be made no later than
ten days after the rendition of such services or the
supplying of such goods; provided, however, that
the provisions of such federal grant would allow
the treasurer to reimburse the General Fund for
the amounts so advanced.
Added by St. 1964, c. 99. Amended by St. 1967, c. 46, § 8;
St.1967, c. 388, § 1; St.1983, c. 331; St.1984, c. 74;
St. 1986, c. 203; St.1986, c. 651, § 3.
l 20 U.S.C.A. § 236 et seq.; See, also, 20 U.S.C.A. § 2701 et
seq.
§ 53A/£. Gifts of tangible personal property;
acceptance
A city council, with the mayor's approval if the
charter so provides, or a board of selectmen or
town council may, in its sole discretion and author-
ity, accept gifts of tangible personal property on
behalf of the city or town from the federal govern-
ment, a charitable foundation, private corporation,
individual, or from the commonwealth or any polit-
ical subdivision thereof, and may, in its sole discre-
tion and authority, use said gifts, without specific
appropriation thereof, for the purpose of such a gift
or, if no restrictions are attached to the gift, for
such other purposes as it deems advisable.
Added by St.2000, c. 274.
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§ 53B. Contributions by commonwealth; ap-
plication to indebtedness
Any sums allotted and paid by the common-
wealth to a city, town or district as a contribution
towards the cost of a useful public works project,
the state's share of the cost of which project was
financed from the proceeds of a loan issued by
such city, town or district, shall be applied towards
the payment of such indebtedness.
Added by St. 1968, c. 598, § 3.
§ 53C. Deposit and expenditure of compensa-
tion for off-duty or special detail
work; appropriation for special fund;
fee
All money received by a city, town or district as
compensation for work performed by one of its
employees on an off-duty work detail which is
related to such employee's regular employment or
for special detail work performed by persons where
such detail is not related to regular employment
shall be deposited in the treasury and shall be kept
in a fund separate from all other monies of such
city, town or district and, notwithstanding the pro-
visions of section fifty-three, shall be expended
without further appropriation in such manner and
at such times as shall, in the discretion of the
authority authorizing such off-duty work detail or
special detail work, compensate the employee or
person for such services; provided, however, that
such compensation shall be paid to such employee
or person no later than ten working days after
receipt by the city, town or district of payment for
such services.
When necessary, a city, town or district may
appropriate funds to be placed in the special fund
authorized by this section to be used for the pur-
pose for which the fund was established. A city,
town or district may establish a fee not to exceed
ten per cent of the cost of services authorized
under this section, which shall, except in the case
of a city, town, district or the commonwealth, be
paid by the persons requesting such private detail.
Any such fee received shall be credited as general
funds of the city, town or district and shall not be
used again without further appropriation.
Districts shall include regional school districts.
Added by St. 1970, c. 344. Amended bv St. 1973, c. 773;
St.1976, c. 24; St. 1980, c. 98; St.1982, c. 70.
§ 53D. Recreation and park self-supporting
service revolving funds; creation; au-
thorized use of funds; annual report;
revocation of provisions
Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-
three, any city or town which accepts the provi-
sions of this section may establish in the city or
town treasury a revolving fund which shall be kept
separate and apart from all other monies by the
treasurer and in which shall be deposited the re-
ceipts received in connection with the conduct of
self-supporting recreation and park services of said
city or town. The principal and interest thereon
shall be expended at the direction of the authority,
commission, board or official of such city or town
with said responsibility without further appropria-
tion, but only with the written approval of the
mayor in cities, or city manager in Plan E cities, or
the selectmen in towns, or in towns which have
adopted the town manager form of government the
town manager and only for the purpose of operat-
ing self-supporting recreation and park services.
The city auditor or town accountant shall submit
annually a report of said revolving fund to the
mayor, city council, city manager, board of select-
men or town manager for their review and a copy
of said report shall be submitted to the director of
the bureau of accounts; provided, however, that
funds in said revolving fund shall not be used for
the purpose of paying any wages or salaries for
full-time, as defined in the guidelines issued by the
director of accounts, recreation and park employ-
ees; provided, further, that the unreserved fund
balance shall not exceed ten thousand dollars at
the close of each fiscal year and any such amount
in excess of ten thousand dollars shall be paid into
the city or town treasury as provided in section
fifty-three.
A city or town which has accepted the provisions
of this section may, in like manner, revoke its
acceptance; provided, however, that any city or
town may require by by-law or ordinance, that the
provisions of this section may be subject to annual
authorization by a vote of the annual town meeting
or city council.
Added by St.1977, c. 665. Amended by St. 1986, c. 63;
St.l989,c. 223; St.1992, c. 42.
§ 53E. Agencies, boards, etc.; annual operat-
ing costs; offset by estimated receipts
of user fees
Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-
three, a city or town which accepts the provisions
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of this section may specify when making an appro-
priation for the annual ordinary operating costs of
any agency, board, department or office of said city
or town that such costs may be offset, in part or in
the aggregate, by the estimated receipts from the
fees charged to users of the services provided by
such agency, board, department or office.
The use of such fees shall be limited to an
amount not to exceed the actual amounts received
during the previous fiscal year or such other esti-
mated amount as may be approved, in advance of
appropriation, by the commissioner of revenue or
his designee, and which is based upon adequate
documented material supporting such estimated
amounts.
Receipts so allocated shall be deposited in a
special account by the city or town treasurer or
otherwise specifically identified and may be ex-
pended for the purpose allocated without further
appropriation. Any balance in such accounts at
the end of the fiscal year shall be deposited into the
general treasury of the city or town.
Any deficit resulting from any city or town acting
under the provisions of this section shall be report-
ed by the auditor, accountant or other officer hav-
ing similar duties, or by the treasurer if there be no
such officer, to the assessors, who shall include the
amount so reported in the aggregate appropria-
tions to be assessed in the next subsequent annual
tax levy, unless the city or town has provided funds
to eliminate such deficit. Any deficit so incurred
must be raised by taxation and shall be subject to
all applicable provisions of chapter fifty-nine.
Each agency, board, department or office shall
prepare an annual report of the change in cash
balances in such entity which shall detail the cash
receipts and disbursements for the year and shall
be submitted to the mayor, city council, city man-
ager, board of selectmen or town manager for their
review and a copy of said report shall be submitted
to the director of the bureau of accounts. Such
report shall be prepared and submitted within for-
ty-five days after the close of the fiscal year.
All such sums, so allocated, shall be treated as
amounts voted from available funds for the pur-
pose of deduction in accordance with the provi-
sions of section twenty-three of chapter fifty-nine.
All amounts voted from available funds shall be
itemized in a schedule, on a form approved by the
commissioner of revenue, prepared by the city or
town clerk and included with the submission for
approval of the tax rate by the commissioner of
revenue as provided in section twenty-three of
chapter fifty-nine. The assessors shall further at-
test, on said schedule, that the receipts itemized
therein have not been included in any other deduc-
tion from the gross amounts to be raised.
Added by St. 198 l.c. 339, § 1.
§ 53E!&. Revolving funds
Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-
three, a city or town may annually authorize the
use of one or more revolving funds by one or more
municipal agency, board, department or office
which shall be accounted for separately from all
other monies in such city or town and to which
shall be credited only the departmental receipts
received in connection with the programs sup-
ported by such revolving fund. Expenditures may
be made from such revolving fund without further
appropriation, subject to the provisions of this sec-
tion; provided, however, that expenditures shall
not be made or liabilities incurred from any such
revolving fund in excess of the balance of the fund
nor in excess of the total authorized expenditures
from such fund, nor shall any expenditures be
made unless approved in accordance with sections
forty-one, forty-two, fifty-two and fifty-six of chap-
ter forty-one.
Interest earned on any revolving fund balance
shall be treated as general fund revenue of the city
or town. No revolving fund may be established
pursuant to this section for receipts of a municipal
water or sewer department or of a municipal hos-
pital. No such revolving fund may be established if
the aggregate limit of all revolving funds author-
ized under this section exceeds ten percent of the
amount raised by taxation by the city or town in
the most recent fiscal year for which a tax rate has
been certified under section twenty-three of chap-
ter fifty-nine. No revolving fund expenditures shall
be made for the purpose of paying any wages or
salaries for full time employees unless such revolv-
ing fund is also charged for the costs of fringe
benefits associated with the wages or salaries so
paid; provided, however, that such prohibition
shall not apply to wages or salaries paid to full or
part-time employees who are employed as drivers
providing transportation for public school students;
provided further, that only that portion of a revolv-
ing fund which is attributable to transportation fees
may be used to pay such wages or salaries and
provided, further, that any such wages or salaries
so paid shall be reported in the budget submitted
for the next fiscal year.
322
MUNICIPAL FINANCE 44 § 53E3A
A revolving fund established under the provisions
of this section shall be by vote of the annual town
meeting in a town, upon recommendation of the
board of selectmen, and by vote of the city council
in a city, upon recommendation of the mayor or
city manager, in Plan E cities, and in any other city
or town by vote of the legislative body upon the
recommendation of the chief administrative or ex-
ecutive officer. Such authorization shall be made
annually prior to each respective fiscal year; pro-
vided, however, that each authorization for a re-
volving fund shall specify: (1) the programs and
purposes for which the revolving fund may be
expended; (2) the departmental receipts which
shall be credited to the revolving fund; (3) the
board, department or officer authorized to expend
from such fund; (4) a limit on the total amount
which may be expended from such fund in the
ensuing fiscal year; and, provided, further, that no
board, department or officer shall be authorized to
expend in any one fiscal year from all revolving
funds under its direct control more than one per-
cent of the amount raised by taxation by the city or
town in the most recent fiscal year for which a tax
rate has been certified under section twenty-three
of chapter fifty-nine. Notwithstanding the provi-
sions of this section, whenever, during the course
of any fiscal year, any new revenue source becomes
available for the establishment of a revolving fund
under this section, such a fund may be established
in accordance with this section upon certification
by the city auditor, town accountant, or other offi-
cer having similar duties, that the revenue source
was not used in computing the most recent tax
levy.
In any fiscal year the limit on the amount that
may be spent from a revolving fund may be in-
creased with the approval of the city council and
mayor in a city, or with the approval of the select-
men and finance committee, if any, in a town;
provided, however, that the one percent limit es-
tablished by clause (4) of the third paragraph is not
exceeded.
The board, department or officer having charge
of such revolving fund shall report to the annual
town meeting or to the city council and the board
of selectmen, the mayor of a city or city manager in
a Plan E city or in any other city or town to the
legislative body and the chief administrative or
executive officer, the total amount of receipts and
expenditures for each revolving fund under its con-
trol for the prior fiscal year and for the current
fiscal year through December thirty-first, or such
later date as the town meeting or city council may,
by vote determine, and the amount of any increases
in spending authority granted during the prior and
current fiscal years, together with such other infor-
mation as the town meeting or city council may by
vote require.
At the close of a fiscal year in which a revolving
fund is not reauthorized for the following year, or
in which a city or town changes the purposes for
which money in a revolving fund may be spent in
the following year, the balance in the fund at the
end of the fiscal year shall revert to surplus reve-
nue unless the annual town meeting or the city
council and mayor or city manager in a Plan E city
and in any other city or town the legislative body
vote to transfer such balance to another revolving
fund established under this section.
The director of accounts may issue guidelines
further regulating revolving funds established un-
der this section.
Added by St. 1990, c. 275, § 1. Amended by St. 1992, c.
224, § 1; St. 1994, c. 60, §§ 72, 73.
§ 53E%. Energy Revolving Loan Fund
(a) Notwithstanding section 53 to the contrary, a
city or town may establish an Energy Revolving
Loan Fund to provide loans to owners of privately-
held real property in the city or town for energy
conservation and renewable energy projects on
their properties so as to prioritize energy efficiency
as the first step toward reducing greenhouse gas
emissions associated with buildings.
(b) The fund shall be established by ordinance or
by-law. Before adoption of the ordinance or by-
law, the board of selectmen, town council or the
city council, as the case may be, shall conduct a
public hearing on the question of its adoption. The
ordinance or by-law shall designate an administra-
tor for the fund and may provide for rules, regula-
tions and procedures for administration of the fund
and eligibility for loans the city or town considers
necessary or proper to carry out this section. The
administrator may consult with the division of
green communities established in section 10 of
chapter 25A in developing such regulations, rules
and procedures for administration of the fund.
The fund administrator may be a board, depart-
ment or officer, or may consist of 1 or more mem-
bers from 1 or more boards, departments or offi-
cers, of the city or town. A city or town which is a
member of a regional planning commission may
enter into a cooperative agreement with that com-
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mission to perform as administrator for the fund.
A regional governmental entity or county, if the
county may incur debt under chapter 35 or any
other general or special law extending a county's
debt limit, may establish a fund subject to this
section and may appoint a person to be the admin-
istrator of the fund.
(c) As authorized by section 4A of chapter 40, 2
or more municipalities may, in a city by vote of the
city council, or, in a town by vote of the board of
selectmen, enter into an agreement to jointly estab-
lish and administer a common fund.
(d) The fund administrator shall have the follow-
ing powers and duties:
(1) to make loans to owners of real property to
finance or refinance the costs of energy conserva-
tion and renewable energy projects on their prop-
erties; provided, however, that no loan shall be
made unless an energy audit of the property has
been conducted on or after July 2, 2008, and any
energy conservation measures established by the
fund administrator for participation in the program
have been implemented;
(2) to execute and deliver on behalf of the city or
town all loan agreements and other instruments
necessary or proper to make the loan and secure its
repayment;
(3) to record the notice of the agreement re-
quired by subsection (f) and any other loan instru-
ments;
(4) to apply for and accept grants or gifts for
purposes of the fund; and
(5) to exercise any other powers or perform any
other duties that the city or town may grant by
ordinance or by-law to carry out this section.
(e) The city or town treasurer shall be the custo-
dian of the fund, which shall be maintained as a
separate account and into which shall be deposit-
ed:
(1) all monies appropriated and all proceeds
from bonds issued under clause (3C) of the first
paragraph of section 7 for purpose of providing
loans to private property owners for energy conser-
vation and renewable energy projects;
(2) all funds received from the commonwealth or
any other source for those purposes;
(3) all repayments of the loans made by property
owners under this section and any reserve or other
required payments made by the owners in connec-
tion with the loans; and
(4) any other amounts required to be credited to
the fund by any law.
The city or town treasurer may invest the monies
in the manner authorized in section 55 and any
interest earned thereon shall be credited to and
become part of the fund.
The city or town treasurer shall annually certify,
not later than June 30, in writing to the fund
administrator and auditor or similar officer in cit-
ies or the town accountant in towns having a town
accountant, the principal and interest due in the
next fiscal year on any bonds issued under clause
(3C) of the first paragraph of section 7 and not
otherwise provided for, and the amount certified
shall be reserved for payment of that debt service
without further appropriation. Loans may be
made from the fund by the fund administrator
without further appropriation, subject to this sec-
tion; provided, however, that no loans shall be
made or liabilities incurred in excess of the unre-
served fund balance and unless approved in accor-
dance with sections 52 and 56 of chapter 41.
(f) Whenever a city or town enters into a loan
agreement with a property owner under this sec-
tion, a notice of the agreement shall be recorded as
a betterment and shall be subject to chapter 80
relative to the apportionment, division, reassess-
ment and collection of assessment, abatement and
collections of assessments, and to interest; provid-
ed, however, that for purposes of this section, the
lien shall take effect by operation of law on the day
immediately following the due date of the assess-
ment or apportioned part of the assessment and the
assessment may bear interest at a rate determined
by the city or town treasurer by agreement with the
owner at the time the agreement is entered into
between the city or town and the property owner.
In addition to remedies available under said chap-
ter 80, the property owner shall be personally
liable for the repayment of the total costs incurred
by the city or town under this section; provided,
however, that upon assumption of the personal
obligation by a purchaser or other transferee of all
of the original owner's interest in the property at
the time of conveyance and the recording of the
assumption, the owner shall be relieved of the
personal liability.
A betterment loan agreement between an owner
and a city or town under this section shall not be
considered a breach of limitation or prohibition
contained in a note, mortgage or contract on the
transfer of an interest in property.
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Notwithstanding any provision of chapter 183A
to the contrary, the organization of unit owners of
a condominium may enter into a betterment loan
agreement under this section to finance an energy
conservation and renewable energy project, provid-
ed that the project comprises part of the common
areas and facilities; provided, however, that sec-
tion 18 of said chapter 183A shall not apply to any
improvements undertaken pursuant to an agree-
ment entered into under this section. Such agree-
ment shall: (i) be approved by a majority of the
unit owners benefited by the project; (ii) include
an identification of the units and unit owners sub-
ject to the agreement and the percentages, as set
forth in the master deed, of the undivided interests
of the respective units in the common area and
facilities; and (iii) include a statement by an officer
or trustee of the organization of unit owners certi-
fying that the required number of unit owners have
approved the agreement. As between the affected
unit owners and the city or town, the certification
shall be conclusive evidence of the authority of the
organization of unit owners to enter into the agree-
ment. A notice of the agreement shall be recorded
as a betterment in the registry of deeds or registry
district of the land court wherein the master deed
is recorded and shall be otherwise subject to chap-
ter 80 as provided in this section. The assessment
under the agreement shall be charged or assessed
directly to the benefited unit owners and if unpaid
shall be added to the annual tax bill for their units
in accordance with section 13 of said chapter 80.
The allocable share of the assessment, prorated on
the basis of the percentage interests of the benefit-
ed units in the common areas and facilities, shall
attach as a lien only to the units identified in the
recorded notice and benefited by the project and
the owners of those units shall also be personally
liable for their allocable share of the assessment as
provided for in this section. For the purposes of
this paragraph, the terms "common areas and fa-
cilities", "common expenses", "condominium",
"master deed", "organization of unit owners",
"units" and "unit owners" shall have the same
meanings as ascribed to them in section 1 of said
chapter 183A.
(g) The fund administrator shall file annually,
not later than June 30, a report detailing the
amount of money in the fund, loans made and
repayments received, and shall also include the
types of projects financed. The report shall be filed
with the chief executive officer of the city or town,
the executive office of administration and finance,
the joint committee on municipalities and regional
government, the senate and house committees on
ways and means and the clerks of the senate and
the house of representatives.
Added by St.2010, c. 188, § 36, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 53F. Deposits of public funds in banking in-
stitutions in return for banking ser-
vices
Notwithstanding any general or special law to
the contrary, a treasurer or collector of a city, town
or district is authorized to enter into written agree-
ments for a period not to exceed three years, with
banking institutions having their principal offices
in the commonwealth, pursuant to which such
treasurer or collector agrees to maintain on deposit
in said institutions specified amounts of the funds
of the municipality in return for said institutions
providing banking services. The type of services
that so qualify shall be prescribed by the commis-
sioner of revenue.
Such agreements shall be in a form approved by
said commissioner and shall contain such terms
and conditions as he may deem appropriate to
ensure fiscal stability and full disclosure. Each
such agreement shall include the total amount that
may be required to be on deposit at all times; and,
if said amount may vary from time to time, every
such agreement shall specify a minimum total
amount that may be required to be on deposit at
any time. If the city, town or district fails to
maintain the agreed amount on deposit, the city,
town or district shall not be authorized to appro-
priate funds for such purpose.
No such agreement shall be effective unless and
until it has been approved in a town having a town
council, by the town council; in a city by the city
council and the mayor if required by law; in a
regional school district, by the regional school
committee; and in any other district, by the district
meeting. With respect to any other town, no such
agreement shall be effective unless and until the
town meeting has authorized its treasurer or col-
lector to enter into such agreements under the
provisions of this section during the fiscal year in
which such agreement takes effect and such agree-
ment has been approved by the selectmen of such
town.
Said commissioner shall promulgate, and from
time to time revise, reasonable rules, regulations,
standards and guidelines necessary to promote
prudent fiscal management and to ensure that such
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agreements are not utilized to circumvent the ap-
propriation process or other provisions of law.
As used in this section, "district" shall include a
regional school district.
A treasurer or collector who has entered into an
agreement pursuant to this section shall file with
the commission, in such form and at such time as
the commissioner shall prescribe, such information
as the commissioner shall require in order to deter-
mine whether funds maintained on deposit with a
banking institution have exceeded the amount re-
quired by said agreement. The commissioner shall
report annually on agreements maintained pursu-
ant to this section. Such report shall identify, for
each city, town or district maintaining such agree-
ment, each banking institution with which such
agreement was maintained in the year covered by
the report, and the average daily amount, if any,
maintained on deposit with such banking institu-
tion in excess of the amount necessary to fulfill the
terms of agreement. A copy of such report shall be
provided to the collector or treasurer, the mayor
and city council, the selectmen, the regional school
committee, the prudential committee, if any, other-
wise the commissioners, of each city, town, or
district named therein, and a copy of the same
shall be furnished to the inspector general.
Added by St. 1985, c. 740, § 1. Amended by St. 1989, c.
454.
§ 53F^. Enterprise funds
Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-
three or any other provision of law to the contrary,
a city or town which accepts the provisions of this
section may establish a separate account classified
as an "Enterprise Fund", for a utility, health care,
recreational or transportation facility, and its oper-
ation, as the city or town may designate, hereinaf-
ter referred to as the enterprise. Such account
shall be maintained by the treasurer, and all re-
ceipts, revenues and funds from any source derived
from all activities of the enterprise shall be deposit-
ed in such separate account. The treasurer may
invest the funds in such separate account in the
manner authorized by sections fifty-five and fifty-
five A of chapter forty-four. Any interest earned
thereon shall be credited to and become part of
such separate account. The books and records of
the enterprise shall be maintained in accordance
with generally accepted accounting principles and
in accordance with the requirements of section
thirty-eight.
No later than one hundred and twenty days prior
to the beginning of each fiscal year, an estimate of
the income for the ensuing fiscal year and a pro-
posed line item budget of the enterprise shall be
submitted to the mayor, board of selectmen or
other executive authority of the city or town by the
appropriate local entity responsible for operations
of the enterprise. Said board, mayor or other
executive authority shall submit its recommenda-
tion to the town meeting, town council or city
council, as the case may be, which shall act upon
the budget in the same manner as all other bud-
gets.
The city or town shall include in its tax levy for
the fiscal year the amount appropriated for the
total expenses of the enterprise and an estimate of
the income to be derived by the operations of the
enterprise. If the estimated income is less than the
total appropriation, the difference shall be added to
the tax levy and raised by taxation. If the estimat-
ed income is more than the total appropriation, the
excess shall be appropriated to a separate reserve
fund and used for capital expenditures of the enter-
prise, subject to appropriation, or to reduce user
charges if authorized by the appropriate entity re-
sponsible for operations of the enterprise. If dur-
ing a fiscal year the enterprise incurs a loss, such
loss shall be included in the succeeding fiscal
year's budget.
If during a fiscal year the enterprise produces a
surplus, such surplus shall be kept in such separate
reserve fund and used for the purposes provided
therefor in this section.
For the purposes of this section, acceptance in a
city shall be by vote of the city council and approv-
al of the mayor, in a town, by vote of a special or
annual town meeting and in any other municipality
by vote of the legislative body.
A city or town which has accepted the provisions
of this section with respect to a designated enter-
prise may, in like manner, revoke its acceptance.
Added by St.1990, c. 177, § 129.
§ 53G. Employment of outside consultants
Notwithstanding section 53, any city or town that
provides by rules promulgated under section 9 or
12 of chapter 40A, section 21 of chapter 40B,
section 81Q of chapter 41 or section 31 of chapter
111, or by rules promulgated by a conservation
commission established by a city or town under
section 8C of chapter 40 when implementing the
authority conferred under said section 8C of said
chapter 40, section 40 of chapter 131, or under any
local wetlands ordinance or by-law, for the imposi-
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tion of reasonable fees for the employment of out-
side consultants may deposit such fees in a special
account. Such rules shall provide for an adminis-
trative appeal from the selection of the outside
consultant to the city council or town board of
selectmen. The grounds for such an appeal shall
be limited to claims that the consultant selected
has a conflict of interest or does not possess the
minimum, required qualifications. The minimum
qualifications shall consist either of an educational
degree in or related to the field at issue or three or
more years of practice in the field at issue or a
related field. The required time limits for action
upon an application by a municipal permit grant-
ing board shall be extended by the duration of the
administrative appeal. In the event that no deci-
sion is made by the city council or the town board
of selectmen within one month following the filing
of the appeal, the selection made by the municipal
permit granting authority shall stand. Such an
administrative appeal shall not preclude further
judicial review, if otherwise permitted by law, on
the grounds provided for in this section. Any such
account shall be established by the municipal trea-
surer in the municipal treasury and shall be kept
separate and apart from other monies. The special
account, including accrued interest, if any, shall be
expended at the direction of the authorized board
or authority without further appropriation; provid-
ed, however, that such funds are to be expended by
it only in connection with carrying out its responsi-
bilities under the law. Any excess amount in the
account attributable to a specific project, including
any accrued interest, at the completion of said
project shall be repaid to the applicant or to the
applicant's successor in interest and a final report
of said account shall be made available to the
applicant or to the applicant's successor in interest.
The municipal accountant shall submit annually a
report of said special account to the chief elected
body and chief administrative official of the munic-
ipality for their review. Said report shall be pub-
lished in the city or town annual report. The
municipal accountant shall submit annually a copy
of said report to the director of the bureau of
accounts.
Added by St.1989, c. 593, § 2. Amended by St.2003, c.
46, § 36, eff. Julv 31, 2003; St.2006, c. 131, cff. Sept. 26,
2006.
§ 53H. Rebate to federal government to ex-
clude interest paid on bonds from
gross income
Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-
three, any city, town, district, regional refuse dis-
posal district or regional school district issuing
bonds or notes may rebate to the federal govern-
ment, without further appropriation, any amount
deemed necessary by the officers authorized to
issue the bonds or notes in order to have interest
paid on the bonds or notes be excluded, in whole
or in part, from gross income for federal income
tax purposes. Such payment made by a city, town
or district shall be reported by the auditor or
accountant of the city or town or other officer
having similar duties or by the treasurer, if there is
no such officer, to the assessors, who shall include
the amount so reported in the determination of the
next annual tax rate, unless the city, town or dis-
trict has otherwise made provisions therefor. The
amount of such payment made by a regional school
district or regional refuse disposal district shall be
included in the next annual district operation and
maintenance budget, unless the regional district
committee has otherwise made provisions therefor.
The director of accounts may promulgate guide-
lines, rules and regulations to govern such rebates
and any such rebates made under authority of this
section shall be subject to any such guidelines,
rules and regulations of said director.
Added by St.1989, c. 594, § 5.
§ 537. Settlement or incorporation celebra-
tions; special fund
A city or town, for the celebration of the two
hundredth, two hundred and fiftieth, three hun-
dredth and three hundred and fiftieth anniversary
of its settlement or incorporation, may appropriate
money annually during the five years preceding
such anniversary. Notwithstanding the provisions
of section fifty-three or any other law to the con-
trary, such city or town may establish in its trea-
sury a special fund in which shall be deposited
such sums as may be appropriated by it under the
provisions of this section, and any and all sums
received from the sale of commemorative items or
from admission charges for commemorative cere-
monies or events. Any and all such sums received
by the treasurer shall be kept separate from other
moneys, funds or property of such city or town and
the principal and interest thereof may, from time to
time upon the authorization of the mayor or city
manager, as the case may be, the board of select-
men or the majority of any special committee es-
tablished to plan such celebration, be expended for
the purposes of said celebration in the year of such
celebration and in the year preceding or succeed-
ing the same. Any surplus remaining in said spe-
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cial fund after such celebration is concluded, shall
be transferred by such treasurer into the treasury
of such city or town.
Added by St. 1 993, c. 198.
§ 54. Investment of trust funds
Trust funds, including cemetery perpetual care
funds, unless otherwise provided or directed by the
donor thereof, shall be placed at interest in savings
banks, trust companies incorporated under the
laws of the commonwealth, banking companies
incorporated under the laws of the commonwealth
which are members of the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, or national banks, or invested by
cities or towns in participation units in a combined
investment fund under section thirty-eight A of
chapter twenty-nine, or in paid-up shares and ac-
counts of and in co-operative banks, or in shares of
savings and loan associations or in shares or sav-
ings deposits of federal savings and loan associa-
tions doing business in the commonwealth to an
amount not exceeding one hundred thousand dol-
lars, or in bonds or notes which are legal invest-
ments for savings banks. Cities and towns having
such funds in the custody of the treasurer in an
aggregate amount in excess of two hundred and
fifty thousand dollars may also invest such funds in
securities, other than mortgages or collateral loans,
which are legal for the investment of funds of
savings banks under the laws of the common-
wealth; provided, that not more than fifteen per
cent of any such trust funds shall be invested in
bank stocks and insurance company stocks, nor
shall more than one and one-half per cent of such
funds be invested in the stock of any one bank or
insurance company. This section shall not apply to
the city of Boston.
Amended by St.1933, c. 200; St.1946, c. 358, § 24;
St.1948, c. 194, § 1; St. 1949, c. 243; St.1953, c. 83;
St.1954, c. 47; St.1962, c. 257; St. 1970, c. 53; St.1971,
c. 299; St. 1977, c. 51; St. 1979, c. 98, § 1; St. 1 980, c. 15;
St.1982, c. 52.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l913,c. 719, §§ 1, 17.
St. 1916, c. 101.
§ 55. Public funds on deposit; limitations; in-
vestments
A city, town, or district or regional school dis-
trict shall not at any one time have on deposit in a
bank or trust company or banking company an
amount exceeding sixty per cent of the capital and
surplus of such bank or trust company or banking
company, unless satisfactory security is given to it
by such bank or trust company or banking compa-
ny for such excess. The treasurer of any city,
town, district or regional school district shall not
deposit funds for which he is accountable in any
bank, trust company or banking company with
which such treasurer is associated as an officer or
employee or has been associated as an officer or
employee at any time during the three years imme-
diately preceding the date of any such deposit.
For the purpose of paying the principal or interest
due on any bond, note or other obligation of the
city of Boston, which is payable or requested to be
paid in the city of New York, the city of Boston
may keep on deposit in any national bank or trust
company in the city of New York a sum not exceed-
ing in the aggregate twenty-five thousand dollars;
provided, that for a period of two weeks prior to
the date of any such payment or payments, said
amount may be increased by a sum or sums suffi-
cient to cover the same. A treasurer of a city,
town, district or regional school district may invest
such portion of revenue cash as he shall deem not
required to pay expenses until such cash is avail-
able and all or any part of the proceeds from the
issue of bonds or notes, prior to their application to
the payment of liabilities incurred for the purposes
for which the bonds or notes were authorized, in
term deposits or certificates of deposit, in trust
companies, national banks, savings banks, banking
companies or cooperative banks, or in obligations
issued or unconditionally guaranteed by the United
States government or any agency thereof and hav-
ing a maturity from date of purchase of one year or
less, or in United States government securities or
securities of United States government agencies
purchased under an agreement with a trust compa-
ny, national bank or banking company to repur-
chase at not less than the original purchase price
of said securities on a fixed date, not to exceed
ninety days or in shares of beneficial interest is-
sued by money market funds registered with the
Securities and Exchange Commission under the
Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended,
operated in accordance with Section 270.2a-7 of
Title 17 of the Code of Federal Regulations, that
have received the highest possible rating from at
least one nationally recognized statistical rating
organization and the purchase price of shares of
beneficial interest purchased pursuant to this sec-
tion shall not include any commission that these
companies may charge, or in participation units in
a combined investment fund under section thirty-
eight A of chapter twenty-nine; provided, however,
that no temporary notes in anticipation of revenue
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shall be issued under section four as long as any
revenue cash, exclusive of revenue sharing or other
revenue cash the use of which is restricted to
purposes other than current maintenance ex-
penses, remain so invested.
Amended bv St. 1948, c. 143, § 1; St. 1951, c. 59;
St. 1953, c. 103; St. 1960, c. 253; St.1960, c. 592, § 4;
St. 1967, c. 46, § 9; St. 1967, c. 91; St. 1971, c. 545;
St.1973, c. 224; St. 1 974, c. 90; St. 1974, c. 548; St.1975,
c. 248; St. 1976, c. 128; St. 1979, c. 782, § 2; St.1982, c.
134; St.1987, c. 257; St. 1996, c. 314.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1893, c. 266.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 19.
St.l921,c. 486, § 13.
§ 5 5A. Liability of depositor for losses due to
bankruptcy
A city, town, district or regional school district
officer receiving public money and lawfully and in
good faith and in the exercise of due care deposit-
ing the same in a savings bank or trust company
organized under the laws of the commonwealth, on
paid-up shares and accounts of and in cooperative
banks, a banking company organized under the
laws of the commonwealth which is a member of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or in a
national bank doing business in the commonwealth
or in participation units in a combined investment
fund under section thirty-eight A of chapter twenty-
nine, or, in the case of the city of Boston, in
accordance with the provisions of section fifty-five
in a national bank or trust company in the city of
New York, or in good faith and in the exercise of
due care purchasing share accounts of a federal
savings and loan association located in the com-
monwealth, shall not be personally liable to the
city, town, district or regional school district for
any loss of such money by reason of the closing up
of such depository or federal and loan association '
for the liquidation of its affairs.
Amended by St. 1948, c. 143, § 2; St.1948, c. 194, § 2;
St. 1950, c. 224; St. 1954, c. 48; St.1978, c. 83; St. 1980,
c. 366.
'So in enrolled bill.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1929, c. 81.
§ 55B. Investment of public funds
All moneys held in the name of a city, town,
district or regional school district or any other
account under the jurisdiction of a city, town,
district, or regional school district or officer there-
of, which are not required to be kept liquid for
purposes of distribution, shall be invested in such a
manner as to require the payment ol interest on the
money at the highest possible rate reasonably avail-
able, taking account of safety liquidity and yield.
All officers of a city, town district or regional
school district who control the investment of such
funds shall invest them prudently, consistent with
the provisions of sections fifty-four and fifty-five
and, if the funds are the result of gift or grant or
bequest, the terms of such gift or grant or bequest,
so as to accrue the highest amount of interest
reasonably available on such funds taking account
of safety, liquidity and yield. The provisions of
section sixty-two shall not apply to this section.
Added by St. 1985, c. 740, § 2.
§ 55C. Municipal Affordable Housing Trust
Fund
(a) Notwithstanding section 53 or any other gen-
eral or special law to the contrary, a city or town
that accepts this section may establish a trust to be
known as the Municipal Affordable Housing Trust
Fund, in this section called the trust. The purpose
of the trust is to provide for the creation and
preservation of affordable housing in municipali-
ties for the benefit of low and moderate income
households. Acceptance shall be by majority vote
of the municipal legislative body under section 4 of
chapter 4.
(b) There shall be a board of trustees, in this
section called the board, which shall include no
less than 5 trustees, including the chief executive
officer, as defined by section 7 of chapter 4, of the
city or town, but where the chief executive officer
is a multi-member body, that body shall designate a
minimum of 1 of its members to serve on the
board. Trustees shall be appointed in a city by the
mayor or by the city manager in a Plan D or Plan E
municipality, subject in either case, to confirmation
by the city council, and in a town by the board of
selectmen, shall serve for a term not to exceed 2
years, and are designated as public agents for pur-
poses of the constitution of the commonwealth.
Nothing in this subsection shall prevent a board of
selectmen from appointing the town manager or
town administrator as a member or chair of the
board, with or without the power to vote.
(c) The powers of the board, all of which shall be
carried on in furtherance of the purposes set forth
in this act, shall include the following powers, but
a city or town may, by ordinance or by-law, omit or
modify any of these powers and may grant to the
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board additional powers consistent with this sec-
tion:
—
(1) to accept and receive real property, personal
property or money, by gift, grant, contribution,
devise or transfer from any person, firm, corpora-
tion or other public or private entity, including but
not limited to money, grants of funds or other
property tendered to the trust in connection with
any ordinance or by-law or any general or special
law or any other source, including money from
chapter 44B;
(2) to purchase and retain real or personal prop-
erty, including without restriction investments that
yield a high rate of income or no income;
(3) to sell, lease, exchange, transfer or convey
any personal, mixed, or real property at public
auction or by private contract for such consider-
ation and on such terms as to credit or otherwise,
and to make such contracts and enter into such
undertaking relative to trust property as the board
deems advisable notwithstanding the length of any
such lease or contract;
(4) to execute, acknowledge and deliver deeds,
assignments, transfers, pledges, leases, covenants,
contracts, promissory notes, releases and other in-
struments sealed or unsealed, necessary, proper or
incident to any transaction in which the board
engages for the accomplishment of the purposes of
the trust;
(5) to employ advisors and agents, such as ac-
countants, appraisers and lawyers as the board
deems necessary;
(6) to pay reasonable compensation and ex-
penses to all advisors and agents and to apportion
such compensation between income and principal
as the board deems advisable;
(7) to apportion receipts and charges between
incomes and principal as the board deems advisa-
ble, to amortize premiums and establish sinking
funds for such purpose, and to create reserves for
depreciation depiction or otherwise;
(8) to participate in any reorganization, recapi-
talization, merger or similar transactions; and to
give proxies or powers of attorney with or without
power of substitution to vote any securities or
certificates of interest; and to consent to any con-
tract, lease, mortgage, purchase or sale of property,
by or between any corporation and any other cor-
poration or person;
(9) to deposit any security with any protective
reorganization committee, and to delegate to such
committee such powers and authority with relation
thereto as the board may deem proper and to pay,
out of trust property, such portion of expenses and
compensation of such committee as the board may
deem necessary and appropriate;
(10) to carry property for accounting purposes
other than acquisition date values;
(11) to borrow money on such terms and condi-
tions and from such sources as the board deems
advisable, to mortgage and pledge trust assets as
collateral;
(12) to make distributions or divisions of princi-
pal in kind;
(13) to comprise, attribute, defend, enforce, re-
lease, settle or otherwise adjust claims in favor or
against the trust, including claims for taxes, and to
accept any property, either in total or partial satis-
faction of any indebtedness or other obligation, and
subject to the provisions of this act, to continue to
hold the same for such period of time as the board
may deem appropriate;
(14) to manage or improve real property; and to
abandon any property which the board determined
not to be worth retaining;
(15) to hold all or part of the trust property
uninvested for such purposes and for such time as
the board may deem appropriate; and
(16) to extend the time for payment of any obli-
gation to the trust.
(d) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary, all moneys paid to the trust in
accordance with any zoning ordinance or by-law,
exaction fee, or private contributions shall be paid
directly into the trust and need not be appropriated
or accepted and approved into the trust. General
revenues appropriated into the trust become trust
property and to be expended these funds need not
be further appropriated. All moneys remaining in
the trust at the end of any fiscal year, whether or
not expended by the board within 1 year of the date
they were appropriated into the trust, remain trust
property.
(e) The trust is a public employer and the mem-
bers of the board are public employees for pur-
poses of chapter 258.
(f) The trust shall be deemed a municipal agency
and the trustees special municipal employees, for
purposes of chapter 268A.
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(g) The trust is exempt from chapters 59 and 62,
and from any other provisions concerning payment
of taxes based upon or measured by property or
income imposed by the commonwealth or any po-
litical subdivision thereof.
(h) The books and records of the trust shall be
audited annually by an independent auditor in ac-
cordance with accepted accounting practices.
(i) The trust is a governmental body for purposes
of sections 23A, 23B and 23C of chapter 39.
(j) The trust is a board of the city or town for
purposes of chapter 30B and section 15A of chap-
ter 40; but agreements and conveyances between
the trust and agencies, boards, commissions, au-
thorities, departments and public instrumentalities
of the city or town shall be exempt from said
chapter 30B.
Added by St.2004, c. 491, § 1, cff. April 7, 2005. Amend-
ed by St.2006, c. 109, §§ 1 to 6, eff. Sept. 11, 2006.
§ 56. Towns; fiscal year
The fiscal year of all towns of the commonwealth
shall begin with July first and end with the follow-
ing June thirtieth, and the returns made to the
director under section forty-three shall show the
financial condition of the town at the close of
business on June thirtieth; provided, however, that
the treasurer shall, until July fifteenth, enter in his
books all items for the payment of bills incurred
and salaries and wages earned during the previous
fiscal year, excepting payment of school teachers'
salaries which have been deferred under the provi-
sions of section forty of chapter seventy-one, and
expenditures thereof shall be deemed to be as of
June thirtieth preceding.
Amended bv St. 1969, c. 849, § 62 as amended by
St. 1971, c. 766, § 16; St.1973, c. 52, § 13; St.1991, c.
138, § 228; St.1991, c. 223, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l913,c. 692, § 1.
St. 1926, c. 111.
§ 56A. Cities; fiscal year
The fiscal year of all cities of the commonwealth
shall begin with July first and end with the follow-
ing June thirtieth, notwithstanding the provisions
of their respective charters, and the returns made
to the director under section forty-three shall show
the financial condition of the city at the close of
business on June thirtieth; provided, however, that
the treasurer shall, until July fifteenth, enter in the
books all items for the payment of bills incurred
and the salaries and wages earned during the pre-
vious fiscal year, excepting payment of school
teachers' salaries which have been deferred under
the provisions of section forty of chapter seventy-
one, and the expenditures therefor shall be deemed
to be as of June thirtieth preceding.
Added by St. 1934, c. 229, § 1. Amended by St. 1969, c.
849, § 63 as amended bv St. 1971, c. 766, § 17; St.1973,
c. 52, § 14; St.1991, c. 138, § 229; St.1991, c. 223, § 2.
§ 57. Taxation; interest on debts incurred in
aid of a railroad
A city or town owing debts incurred in aid of a
railroad corporation shall annually raise by taxa-
tion an amount sufficient, with the income, if any,
derived from its stock or securities, to pay the
interest on such debts.
Historical and Statutory Notes
P.S.1822,c. 29, §§ 20 to 22.
St. 1876, c. 133.
R.L.1902,c. 27, § 24.
§ 58. Cities and towns; limitation on purchas-
ing powers
No city or town shall pay a bill incurred by any
official thereof for wines, liquors or cigars.
Amended by St. 1951, c. 15.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1884, c. 320, § 13.
R.L.1902, c. 19, § 33.
St.1917, c. 17.
§ 59. Enforcement of chapter
The supreme judicial or superior court, by man-
damus or other appropriate remedy, at law or in
equity, upon the suit or petition of the attorney
general or of the mayor, or of one or more taxable
inhabitants of a city, town or district authorized by
law to incur debt, or of any creditor to whom it is
indebted to an amount not less than one thousand
dollars, may compel such city, town or district, and
its assessors, collectors, treasurers, commissioners
of sinking funds and other proper officers, to con-
form to this chapter.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1875, c. 209, § 11.
P.S.1882,c. 29, § 17.
St. 1885, c. 312, § 5.
R.L.1902, c. 27, § 26.
St.1913, c. 719, §§ 1,21.
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§ 60. Penalty for violation of law controlling
handling of town and district notes
A town treasurer or a treasurer of a district, who
violates any provision of sections twenty-three to
twenty-five, inclusive, shall be punished by a fine of
not less than one hundred nor more than five
hundred dollars.
Amended by St.1967, c. 46, § 10.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 616, § 5.
St.1913, c. 727, § 6.
St.1918, c. 257, § 159.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 61. Penalty for refusal to issue bond in ex-
change for bearer instruments in sink-
ing funds
A county, city, town, district or corporation
which neglects or refuses to issue a bond, note or
certificate in accordance with section fifty-two
when requested so to do by the sinking fund com-
missioners of any city, town or district shall be
subject to a penalty of not more than fifty dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1912, c. 377 § 2.
St.1915, c. 85, § 4.
§ 62. Penalty for violation of provisions of
chapter by officials
Any city, town or district officer who knowingly
violates, or authorizes or directs any official or
employee to violate, any provision of this chapter,
or any other provision of general law relating to
the incurring of liability or expenditure of public
funds on account of any city, town or district, or
any provision of special law relating to the incur-
ring of liability or expenditure of public funds as
aforesaid, shall, except as otherwise provided, be
punished by a fine of not more than one thousand
dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one
year, or both; and the mayor, selectmen, pruden-
tial committee, or commissioners, shall, and five
taxpayers may, report such violation to the district
attorney who shall investigate and prosecute the
same.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1922, c. 253.
St. 1926, c. 248.
§ 63. Sale or other disposal of realty; disposi-
tion of proceeds
Whenever the proceeds of the sale or other dis-
posal of real estate, including the taking by emi-
nent domain by another governmental unit, but
other than that acquired through tax title foreclo-
sure, by a city, town, or district, exceed five hun-
dred dollars, the same shall be applied to the
payment of indebtedness incurred in acquiring
such real estate or shall be added to the sinking
fund, if any, from which said indebtedness is pay-
able, or if no such indebtedness is outstanding may
be used for any purpose or purposes for which the
city, town or district is authorized to incur debt for
a period of five years or more or be applied to the
payment of indebtedness incurred under clause (3)
of section seven, except that the proceeds of a sale
in excess of five hundred dollars of any park land
by a city, town, or district shall be used only by
said city, town, or district for acquisition of land
for park purposes or for capital improvements to
park land.
Amended by St. 1946, c. 358, § 25; St. 1962, c. 377;
St. 1966, c. Ill; St.1983, c. 398; St. 1987, c. 456.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1923, c. 303, § 4.
§ 63A. Sales of public land; payment of taxes
Whenever in any fiscal year a town, which term,
as used in this section, shall include a city, shall
sell any real estate, the board or officer executing
the deed therefor in the name and behalf of the
town shall, as a condition precedent to the power
to deliver such deed, receive from the grantee as a
payment in lieu of taxes allocable to the days
ensuing in said fiscal year after the date of such
deed, a sum which shall be equal to such portion of
a pro forma tax computed as hereinafter provided
as would be allocable to the days aforesaid if such
pro forma tax were apportioned pro rata according
to the number of days in such fiscal year; provid-
ed, however, that whenever the said real estate
shall be sold between January second and June
thirtieth of the fiscal year, the town shall also
receive an additional amount equal to the entire
pro forma tax computed as hereinafter provided
and allocable as a payment in lieu of taxes for the
next succeeding fiscal year. Such pro forma tax
shall be computed by applying the town's tax rate
for the fiscal year of the sale, or, if such rate is not
known, the town's tax rate for the fiscal year next
preceding that of the sale, to the sale price after
crediting any exemption to which, if the deed had
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been executed and delivered on January first of
such next preceding fiscal year, the grantee would
have been entitled under section five of chapter
fifty-nine. A recitation in the deed that there has
been full compliance with the provisions of this
section shall be conclusive evidence of such fact.
Sums received under this section shall not be sub-
ject to section sixty-three of this chapter or to
section forty-three of chapter sixty, but shall be
credited as general funds of the town.
Added by St.1955, c. 247. Amended by St.1969, c. 849,
§ 63A as added by St. 1 97 1 , c. 766, § 18; St.1983, c. 72,
§ 1.
§ 64. Payment of bills incurred in excess of
appropriations
Any town or city having unpaid bills of previous
fiscal years which may be legally unenforceable
due to the insufficiency of an appropriation in the
fiscal year in which such bills were incurred may,
in the case of a town, at an annual meeting by a
four fifths vote, or at a special meeting by a nine
tenths vote, of the voters present and voting at a
meeting duly called, and, in the case of a city
which accepts this section, by a two thirds vote of
the city council, appropriate money to pay such
bills; but no bill or payroll shall be approved for
payment or paid from an appropriation voted un-
der authority of this section unless and until certifi-
cates have been signed and filed with the selectmen
or the city auditor, as the case may be, as hereinaf-
ter provided, stating under the penalties of perjury
that the goods, materials or services for which bills
have been submitted were ordered by an official or
employee of the town or city and that such goods
and materials were delivered and actually received
by the town or city or that such services were
rendered to or for the town or city, as the case may
be.
Every such certificate that goods, materials or
services were so ordered shall be signed and filed
by the official or employee of the town or city who
ordered the same or, if he has ceased to be an
official or employee of the town or city, by any
official or employee of the town or city; every such
certificate of delivery to the town or city of goods
or materials shall be signed and filed by the vendor
thereof or, if such vendor is a corporation, shall be
signed and filed by the treasurer thereof; every
such certificate that goods or materials were re-
ceived by the town or city shall be signed and filed
by an official or employee of the town or city; and
every such certificate of services rendered to or for
a town or city shall be signed and filed by the
person who rendered such services.
This section shall not prohibit or prevent appro-
priations by a majority vote for bills or obligations
of previous fiscal years due to any other town or to
a district, a city, a county or the commonwealth, or
for legally incurred debt and interest the payment
of which is provided for by any general or special
law.
This section shall apply to districts.
Added by St. 1941, c. 179. Amended by St. 1960, c. 592,
§ 5; St.1969, c. 505, § 8; St.1969, c. 730; St.1969, c.
849, § 63B as added by St.1971, c. 766, § 18; St.1975, c.
284.
§ 65. Vacation pay; advances to employees
In any city which accepts this section by vote of
the city council, with the approval of the mayor,
and in any town which accepts this section at a
town meeting, advances of pay may be made to any
officer or employee thereof in advance of his regu-
lar vacation to the extent of the pay to which he is
about to be entitled during such vacation period
under such regulations as the city or town treasur-
er may prescribe.
Added by St. 1945, e. 635, § 3.
§ 66. Advances to public employees
In any city having a plan E or plan D charter
with the approval of the city manager, in any other
city with the approval of the mayor, and in towns
with the approval of the selectmen, advances may
be made to any officer or employee thereof in
anticipation of necessary expenses authorized to be
incurred under the provisions of clause (34) of
section five of chapter forty subject, however, to
such regulations as the treasurer thereof shall from
time to time prescribe.
Added by St. 1956, c. 21.
§ 67. Deferred compensation program for em-
ployees; authorized investments; req-
uisites; limitations
The treasurer of any city or town, on behalf of
the city or town, may contract with an employee to
defer a portion of that employee's compensation
and may, for the purposes of funding a deferred
compensation program for said employee, estab-
lished in accordance with the U.S. Internal Reve-
nue Code (the "Code"), invest the deferred portion
of the employee's income in a life insurance or
annuity contract, mutual fund, or a bank invest-
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ment trust. If the employee is a director, adminis-
trative officer of a department, city or town manag-
er, or executive secretary, or a similar professional
or scientific employee, the treasurer of a city or
town may, at the election of the employee, for the
purpose of funding a deferred compensation pro-
gram for said employee, invest the deferred portion
of the employee's income in either a plan contain-
ing the options provided for in the previous sen-
tence or in a contract, trust or program maintained
by a nonprofit organization classified as tax-exempt
by the United States Internal Revenue Service
whose holdings consist of tax-exempt government
securities. The treasurer shall, before making any
such investment, solicit bids from insurance com-
panies authorized to conduct business within the
commonwealth pursuant to chapter one hundred
and seventy-five, mutual fund managers, and
banks, which bids shall be sealed, and opened at a
time and place designated by the treasurer. Any
bid submitted by an insurance company, mutual
fund, or bank investment trust to fund the deferred
compensation program shall, where applicable,
clearly indicate the interest rate which shall be
paid on the deferred funds, any commissions which
will be paid to the salesmen, any load imposed for
the purpose of administering the funds, mortality
projections, expected payouts, tax implications for
participating employees and such other informa-
tion as the treasurer may require. Any contract
entered into between an employee and the city or
town pursuant to this section shall include all such
information in terms the employee can reasonably
be expected to understand.
As used in this section the word "employee"
shall have the same meaning as "employee" in
section one of chapter thirty-two and shall also
include consultants and independent contractors
who are natural persons paid by the city or town.
Notwithstanding any provisions herein to the
contrary, the treasurer shall not be required to
solicit bids to invest the deferred portion of an
employee's income provided: (a) the treasurer
elects to invest such funds in the same investment
products as provided through the deferred compen-
sation plan for employees of the commonwealth
administered by the state treasurer, provided such
plan resulted from the solicitation of bids in accor-
dance with bidding requirements comparable to
those required under this section; or (b) the trea-
surer elects to invest such funds in the investment
products offered pursuant to a plan developed
through a competitive selection process, provided
that such plan resulted from the solicitation of bids
by a group of any combination of three or more
city, town, county or public authority treasurers
acting as a "Common Group" for purposes of
soliciting such proposals in accordance with bid-
ding requirements comparable to those required
under this section.
An employee may defer compensation so long as
such deferral is the lesser of seven thousand five
hundred dollars or thirty-three and one-third per
cent of his includible compensation for a taxable
year, except that for one or more of the last three
taxable years ending before he attains normal re-
tirement age under the plan, the employee may
defer the lesser of fifteen thousand dollars or the
sum of (1) seven thousand five hundred dollars or
thirty-three and one-third per cent of his includible
compensation for a such year, plus (2) a sum not
more than the total deferrable compensation for
prior taxable years that had not in fact been de-
ferred in such years.
Such deferred compensation program shall be in
addition to and not a part of the retirement pro-
gram or pension system as provided under said
chapter thirty-two and any other benefit program
provided by law for such employee. Any compen-
sation deferred under such a plan shall continue to
be included as regular compensation, as defined in
section one of said chapter thirty-two, for the pur-
pose of computing the retirement and pension ben-
efits earned by any such employee, but any com-
pensation so deferred shall not be included in the
computation of any taxes withheld on behalf of any
such employee.
Added by St.1972, c. 807, § 5. Amended by St.1976, c.
422, § 6;' St.1978, c. 341; St.1981, c. 731, § 3.
§ 67A. Employee individual retirement ac-
counts
The treasurer of any city or town, on behalf of
the city or town, may contract with an employee to
make contributions for and in the name of such
employee, from amounts otherwise payable to the
employee as current compensation, to an Individu-
al Retirement Account ("IRA") by such employee
established in accordance with the U.S. Internal
Revenue Code, (the "Code"). The participating
employee may invest that portion of his income so
contributed to an IRA in an annuity contract, mu-
tual fund, bank investment trust or other invest-
ment authorized by the Code. Before making such
deduction, the treasurer shall be required to solicit
bids from insurance companies authorized to con-
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duct business within the commonwealth pursuant
to chapter one hundred and seventy-five, mutual
fund managers, and banks which bids shall be
sealed, and opened at a time and place designated
by the treasurer. Any bid submitted by an insur-
ance company, mutual fund, or bank investment
trust seeking investment of the IRA contribution
shall, where applicable, clearly indicate the interest
rate which shall be paid on the invested funds, any
commissions which will be paid to the salesmen,
any load imposed for the purpose of administering
the funds, expected payouts, tax implications for
participating employees and such other informa-
tion as the treasurer may require. Upon the trea-
surer's determining which provider offers the prod-
uct or products most beneficial to the employee in
each category for which bids were solicited, the
treasurer may offer such employee the opportunity
to establish an IRA with one or more such provid-
ers. The employee who wishes to invest his IRA
funds with any such provider, or combination of
providers, may authorize the treasurer to deduct
from amounts otherwise payable to the employee,
at one time or on a periodic basis, amounts to be
paid into the employee's IRA. If the employee so
elects, the treasurer shall pay to the providers the
amount designated by the employee, in the name of
the employee, to the employee's IRA. Amounts so
paid to the providers for the employee's IRA ac-
count shall belong exclusively to the employee.
Except as otherwise provided herein, the treasurer
may restrict an employee's right to contract to have
contributions made to an IRA through deductions
and payments by the treasurer, to those providers
selected as the result of the competitive bidding
process outlined herein, but the authority conferred
upon the treasurer shall not be construed to re-
strict or limit the right of any employee to establish
one or more IRAs with such banks, insurance com-
panies, or similar authorized institutions as the
employee may choose in any manner other than
through an authorized deduction by the treasurer
of a portion of the employees compensation as
outlined herein. Any contract entered into be-
tween an employee and the city or town pursuant
to this section shall include all information in
terms the employee can reasonably be expected to
understand.
As used in this section the word "employee"
shall have the same meaning as "employee" in
section one of chapter thirty-two and shall also
include consultants and independent contractors
who are natural persons paid by the city or town.
An employee may contribute a portion of his
compensation to an IRA under the program out-
lined herein so long as such contribution, for an
employee who is single, is the lesser of two thou-
sand dollars or one hundred per cent of his com-
pensation for a taxable year, and, for an employee
who is married, the contribution is the lesser of
two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars or one
hundred per cent of his compensation for a taxable
year, such dollar amount and such percentage of
compensation to be automatically adjusted to re-
flect any applicable amendments to the Code
adopted from time to time. If an employee has any
compensation deferred under a deferred compen-
sation plan for employees of the city or town, if one
is established by the treasurer under section sixty-
seven, then the aggregate amount of such deferred
compensation deduction and amounts contributed
to such employee's IRA shall not exceed the limits
imposed upon such combined deduction and con-
tribution by the Code.
Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary,
the treasurer shall not be required to solicit bids to
invest the contributed portion of an employee's
income into the employee's IRA provided: (a) the
treasurer is authorized by the employee to pay that
portion of the employee's compensation into the
employee's IRA in the same investment products as
provided through a deferred compensation or IRA
plan for employees of the commonwealth adminis-
tered by the state treasurer, or a deferred compen-
sation plan for employees of the city or town ad-
ministered by the treasurer, provided such plan
resulted from the solicitation of bids in accordance
with bidding requirements comparable to those
required under this section; or (b) the treasurer is
authorized by the employee to pay that portion of
the employee's compensation into the employee's
IRA in the investment products offered pursuant to
a deferred compensation or IRA plan developed
through a competitive selection process, provided
that such plan or program resulted from the solici-
tation of bids by a group of any combination of
three or more city, town, county or public authority
treasurers acting as a "Common Group" for pur-
poses of soliciting such proposals in accordance
with bidding requirements comparable to those
required under this section.
Such IRA plan shall be in addition to and not a
part of the retirement program or pension system
as provided under said chapter thirty-two and any
other benefit program provided by law for such
employee. Any compensation contributed by the
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employee to his IRA under such a plan shall con-
tinue to be included as regular compensation, as
defined in section one of said chapter thirty-two,
for the purpose of computing the retirement and
pension benefits earned by any such employee, but
any compensation so contributed shall not be in-
cluded in the computation of federal taxes but shall
be included in the computation of state taxes with-
held on behalf of any such employee.
Added by St. 1981, c. 731, § 3.
§ 68. Retroactive salary increases
Whenever a city, town or district votes to grant a
salary increase to all or any of its employees, such
increase may be retroactive to a date not earlier
than the beginning of the fiscal year prior to the
date of such vote.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 47.
§ 69. Municipal or district services, fees or
charges; insufficient funds checks;
penalty
If a check in payment of a municipal or district
service rendered or fee or charge imposed is not
duly paid, there may, in addition to any other
penalty provided by law, be imposed on the person
who tendered such check, upon notice and demand
by the city, town or district treasurer, a penalty in
the same amount as that imposed under the provi-
sions of section fifty-seven A of chapter sixty.
Any person upon whom such penalty is imposed
may, within sixty days of the imposition of such
penalty, appeal in writing to the commissioner who
shall abate the same if it is determined that such
check was tendered in good faith with reasonable
cause to believe that it would be paid.
Added by St. 1981, c. 87. Amended by St. 1991, c. 226;
St.1996, c. 273; St.1996, c. 450, § 99.
§ 70. Payment for municipal programs, ser-
vices, and activities; federal govern-
ment reimbursements and other re-
sources
Notwithstanding the provisions of sections thirty-
one and fifty-three, any city or town may, by vote of
its town meeting, town council or city council
authorize the collector, treasurer or other depart-
ment head, with the approval of the selectmen,
town manager or mayor, to enter into contracts to
identify and pursue federal government reimburse-
ments for, or other revenues or available resources
that may be generated by, programs or activities
being carried out by the municipality, and to pro-
vide that payments for services under such con-
tracts may be made from the reimbursements or
revenues recovered as a result of the services per-
formed without appropriation of such revenues.
The provision of this section shall not apply to
reimbursements, revenues or resources that may be
available from the medical care and assistance
program administered by the commonwealth pur-
suant to chapter one hundred and eighteen E.
Added by St. 1992, c. 133, § 377. Amended by St.1996, c.
450, § 100.
§ 71. Contracts for revenue raising activities;
regulations and guidelines; negotiation
Contracts under the authority of section seventy
shall be subject to such regulations and guidelines
as the commissioner of revenue may issue. The
commissioner of revenue is further authorized to
negotiate contracts with vendors for particular
types of services to be provided and paid for under
the terms of said section seventy, and cities and
towns may enter into such contracts negotiated by
the commissioner with the vendors designated by
the commissioner without complying with the pro-
visions of chapter thirty B.
Added by St.1992, c. 133, § 377.
§ 72. Federal funds for reimbursable medical
expenses; distribution
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, any local government
entity may receive federal funds for reimbursable
medical services where all conditions set forth in
this section are met. Federal payments under Title
XIX of the Social Security Act, claimed pursuant to
this section, shall be distributed as follows: (1)
with regard to federal payments that are attribut-
able to reimbursable medical services provided to
students who are in residential special education
programs pursuant to the provisions of chapter
7 IB, (a) 50 per cent of such payments shall be
returned to the local government entity, and (b) 50
per cent of such payments shall be deposited into
the general fund; (2) with regard to federal pay-
ments that are attributable to any other reimbursa-
ble medical service, 100 per cent of such payments
shall be returned to the local government entity,
except that, for the purpose of paying the contin-
gency fee due to a commonwealth contractor for
obtaining federal payments attributable to such
non-education-related services, the comptroller
shall retain from such a local government entity
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payments in an amount equal to such contingency
fee. For purposes of this section, "commonwealth
contractor" shall mean any party with whom the
commonwealth has entered into a contingency
agreement for the purpose of assisting the local
government entity in obtaining federal reimburse-
ment. Federal payments under Title XXI of the
Social Security Act, claimed pursuant to this sec-
tion, shall be distributed as follows: (1) any federal
payment amount in excess of 50 per cent of the
expenditure amount claimed by the division of
medical assistance on the federal claim form shall
be deposited into the Children's and Seniors'
Health Care Assistance Fund established by section
2FF of chapter 29; and (2) the remaining federal
payment amount shall be distributed in the manner
described in the preceding sentence. Any funds
received by a local government entity pursuant to
the provisions of this section shall be considered
unrestricted revenue of the local government entity
and may be spent in accordance with any general
or special law governing the expenditure of the
entity's revenues. Before incurring any cost or
providing any service for which it intends to claim
federal payments under this section, the local gov-
ernment entity shall obtain the approval of the
division, but the division, in its sole discretion, may
waive this requirement where it determines that
such a waiver would be in the best interests of the
commonwealth. To receive any amounts under
this section, the local government entity shall enter
into a written agreement with the division directly
or indirectly through an agency or other political
subdivision, which agreement shall contain all pro-
visions that the division deems suitable or neces-
sary to support any claim for federal payments
under this section. In addition, any local govern-
ment entity that has entered into a written agree-
ment with the division shall provide to the division,
on such forms and at such times as the division
may require, any information that the division
deems suitable or necessary to support any claim
for federal payments under this section. The divi-
sion shall have the sole discretion to approve or
disapprove any local government entity's proposal
to claim federal payments. No action or failure to
act by the division under this section shall be
subject to any administrative or judicial review.
The parent or guardian of any child who receives
any service for whieh a local government entity is
responsible under this section and which otherwise
would be a reimbursable medical service shall,
upon request, disclose to such local government
entity the child's member identification number
established by the division. For the purposes of
this section, "federal payments shall mean
amounts received by the commonwealth as reim-
bursement for the federal share of payments lor
services described herein. For the purposes of this
section, "local government entity" shall mean any
city or town, public health commission, charter
school or regional school district that is responsi-
ble, or assumes responsibility, either directly or
indirectly through an agency or other political sub-
division, for payment of the state share for services
described herein. Such state share shall consist
exclusively ol public funds. Any local or regional
school district or committee and the department of
education may also contribute to the state share for
any such services that are provided under the aus-
pices of said department. For the purposes of this
section, "reimbursable medical services" shall
mean services, including administrative activities
related to such services, that are medically neces-
sary and for which federal payment otherwise is
available under the programs of medical care and
assistance established under chapter 118E and
policies, procedures and criteria established by the
division. For the purposes of this section, "state
share" shall mean amounts which the common-
wealth is obligated to assume in order to claim
federal payment for reimbursable medical services.
Added by St. 1993, c. 50, § 17. Amended by St. 1995, e.
38, § 62; St.1999, c. 127, § 55; St.2003, c. 26, § 186, eff.
July 1, 2003.
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CHAPTER 44A
QUALIFIED BOND ACT
Chapter 44A of the General Laws was added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
Section
1.
2.
3.
4.
6.
Definitions.
Application to qualify bonds; investigation; costs.
Resolution of board to authorize qualified bonds;
release.
Authorization to issue bonds; time for adoption of
resolution.
Recital of issuance pursuant to this act; maturity
date.
Temporary notes.
Section
7. Certification to state treasurer; payment of debt
service; costs assessed.
8. Covenant by commonwealth.
Certification conclusive as to amount payable; es-
toppel.
Obligation to appropriate or levy taxes to pay
bonds when due; rules and regulations.
Bonds for construction, etc. of property.
Covenants contained in proceedings authorizing
issuance of bonds.
Commonwealth not to act as pledge or surety.
9.
10.
1 I.
11A.
12.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1 . Definitions
For the purposes of this chapter, unless the con-
text otherwise requires, the following words shall
have the following meanings:
—
"Commissioner", the commissioner of revenue.
"Debt service", payments of principal and inter-
est upon qualified bonds issued pursuant to this
chapter.
"Director", the director of the bureau of ac-
counts.
"Distributable aid", distributions to the several
cities, towns, and regional school districts under
the provisions of section eighteen A and eighteen C
of chapter fifty-eight.
"Municipal finance oversight board" or "Board"
shall mean a board composed of the attorney gen-
eral, the state treasurer, the state auditor, and the
director of accounts in the department of revenue,
or their designees.
"Qualified bonds", those bonds of a city, town or
regional school district authorized and issued in
accordance with the Qualified Bond Act.
"Qualified Bond Act", chapter forty-four A of the
General Laws.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68. Amended by St.2003, c.
46, § 37, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2004, c. 149, §§ 100, 101,
eff. July 1,2004.
§ 2. Application to qualify bonds; investigation;
costs
Whenever a city, town or regional school district
votes, in accordance with law, to incur debt and to
issue bonds for any purpose or purposes for which
it is authorized by law to borrow, the treasurer of
the city, town or regional school district, with the
approval of the city council and city manager, if
any, or otherwise the mayor in a city, the board of
selectmen in a town, or the regional district school
committee, as the case may be, may file an applica-
tion and certified copy of the vote as passed with
the board to qualify the bonds pursuant to the
provisions of this chapter. Upon receipt of the
application, the board shall cause an investigation
to be made, taking into consideration the need for
the improvements to be financed from the proceeds
of the proposed qualified bonds, the ability of the
city, town or regional school district and all other
entities which include all or any part of its territory
to provide other essential public improvements and
services and to pay when due the principal and
interest on its debts, the reasonableness of the
amounts to be expended for each of the purposes
or improvements to be financed, the amount of
state local aid payments likely to be made to the
city, town or regional school district with the pay-
ments to be made on the proposed bonds, and such
other factors as the board may deem necessary or
advisable. The cost of the investigation shall be
assessed against the city, town or regional school
district and may be paid from the proceeds of the
qualified bonds or of any temporary notes in antici-
pation of the sale of the bonds. The costs assessed
shall in no case be less than two hundred and fifty
dollars.
Added by St.1980, c. 329, § 68.
§ 3. Resolution of board to authorize qualified
bonds; release
If the investigation determines to the satisfaction
of the board that such city, town or regional school
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district should be entitled to issue qualified bonds,
the board may by resolution authorize such city,
town or regional school district to issue such quali-
fied bonds. In considering any vote submitted to it
and before certifying its approval thereof and au-
thorization of qualified bonds, the board may re-
quire, in writing, the city council, town meeting or
regional district school committee to adopt resolu-
tions restricting or limiting any future proceedings
with respect to the authorization of bonds or other
matters deemed by the board to affect any estimate
made or to be made by it as a result of the investi-
gation made in accordance with section two. Ev-
ery resolution so adopted shall constitute a valid
and binding obligation of the city, town or regional
school district running to and enforceable by the
board; provided, however, that upon application of
the city, town or regional school district, the board
may, after investigation thereof, release the city,
town or regional school district from any restric-
tions or limitations contained in the resolution, if it
finds that such release is in the best interests of the
city, town or regional school district and will not
impair the security of the qualified bonds.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
§ 4. Authorization to issue bonds; time for
adoption of resolution
Within sixty days after the submission to it of an
application under section two, the board shall au-
thorize the issuance of qualified bonds, if it is
satisfied that the issuance of qualified bonds is
appropriate. The authorization shall be recorded
in a resolution adopted by the board. If the board
is not satisfied, it shall so indicate by the adoption
within said sixty day period of a resolution stating
its disapproval of the request. Failure to adopt an
authorizing resolution within this sixty day period
shall be a denial of the application.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
§ 5. Recital of issuance pursuant to this act;
maturity date
All qualified bonds when issued shall contain a
recital to the effect that they are issued pursuant to
the Qualified Bond Act and are entitled to the
benefits of the provisions of this chapter. The final
maturity of such qualified bonds shall occur not
less than ten nor more than thirty years from the
date of issuance without regard to any limitation as
to maturities or amounts of annual installments for
bonds provided in any other law.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
§ 6. Temporary notes
Any city, town or regional school district which
has been authorized by the board to issue qualified
bonds may issue temporary notes in anticipation of
the issuance of the qualified bonds to the extent
permitted by sections seventeen and seventeen A of
chapter forty-four; provided, however, that such
notes shall be subject to such additional terms or
conditions as may be fixed or required by the board
to ensure that funds are borrowed only as needed
to meet required payments for construction, devel-
opment, extension, improvement, or acquisition of
the facilities or improvements to be financed by the
issuance of the qualified bonds.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
§ 7. Certification to state treasurer; payment of
debt service; costs assessed
The treasurer of each city, town or regional
school district which issues qualified bonds shall
certify to the state treasurer the maturity schedule,
interest rate, and dates of payment of debt service
on the qualified bonds within ten days after the
date of issuance of the qualified bonds. The state
treasurer or the paying agents approved by him
shall become the paying agents for the principal
and interest on such qualified bonds. The state
treasurer shall pay such debt service and after
payment shall withhold from the distributable aid
payable to the city, town or regional school district
an amount which will be sufficient to pay the debt
service on the qualified bonds or, if the amount of
such distributable aid in any year is insufficient for
this purpose, from any other amounts payable by
the commonwealth to such city, town or regional
school district under any provision of law. From
the time withheld by the state treasurer, all such
distributable aid or other amounts so withheld and
paid shall be exempt from being levied upon, tak-
en, sequestered, or applied toward paying the debts
of the city, town or regional school district other
than for payment of debt service on such qualified
bonds.
All costs accruing to the commonwealth as the
result of such qualified bond issues, including ad-
ministrative costs as well as loss of interest income,
shall be the liability of the city, town or regional
school district and shall be assessed in accordance
with section twenty of chapter fifty-eight.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
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§ 8. Covenant by commonwealth
The commonwealth hereby covenants with the
purchasers, holders and owners, from time to time,
of qualified bonds that it will not repeal, revoke,
rescind, modify, or amend the provisions of section
seven so as to create any lien or charge on or
pledge, assignment, diversion, withholding of pay-
ment, or other use of or deduction from any dis-
tributable aid or other amounts to be paid to any
holder of qualified bonds which is prior in time or
superior in right to the payment required by said
section; provided, however, that nothing herein
contained shall be deemed or construed to require
the commonwealth to continue to make payments
of distributable aid or other amounts or to limit or
prohibit the commonwealth from repealing or
amending any law heretofore or hereafter enacted
for the payment or apportionment of such aid or
other amounts, of the manner, time, or amount
thereof.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68. Amended by St.1986, c.
557, § 65.
§ 9. Certification conclusive as to amount pay-
able; estoppel
The certification to the state treasurer as to the
amount payable in any year for debt service on
such qualified bonds shall be fully conclusive as to
such qualified bonds from and after the time of
issuance of such qualified bonds, notwithstanding
any irregularity, omission, or failure as to compli-
ance with any of the provisions of this chapter with
respect to such qualified bonds; provided, howev-
er, that such qualified bonds contain a recital to the
effect that they are entitled to the benefits of the
provisions of the Qualified Bond Act. All persons
shall be forever estopped from denying that such
qualified bonds are entitled to the benefits of the
provisions of this chapter.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
§ 10. Obligation to appropriate or levy taxes to
pay bonds when due; rules and regula-
tions
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
relieve any city or town of the obligation imposed
on it by law to appropriate and to include in its
annual tax levy amounts necessary to pay, in each
year, the principal and interest maturing and be-
coming due on any qualified bonds issued by such
city, town or regional school district; provided,
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however, that to the extent of the amounts of
distributable aid or other amounts payable to such
city, town or regional school district which have
been withheld and have been or are to be forward-
ed to the paying agent for such qualified bonds, the
state treasurer shall certify to the city auditor or
town accountant, or officer having similar duties in
a city or town, or to the treasurer of the regional
school district, as the case may be, the amounts so
withheld and thereafter such amounts shall be
credited to the appropriations of the city, town or
regional school district for the current fiscal year;
and provided, further, that to the extent to which
distributable aid is not appropriated by the com-
monwealth in any fiscal year, such appropriated
amounts of the city, town or regional school dis-
trict shall be used to pay the debt service maturing
and becoming due in such year on such qualified
bonds of the city, town or regional school district;
and provided, further, that amounts of distributable
aid and other amounts withheld and paid to a
paying agent under section seven shall be included
in the estimated receipts certified by the commis-
sioner under section twenty-five A of chapter fifty-
eight and used by the assessors in determining the
tax rate in accordance with section twenty-three of
chapter fifty-nine. The commissioner may promul-
gate rules and regulations which, in his judgment,
ensure that the use and effect of qualified bonds is
properly and adequately reported to the public.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
§ 11. Bonds for construction, etc. of property
The provisions of this chapter shall not be con-
strued to prohibit any city, town or regional school
district from applying for authorization to issue
qualified bonds pursuant to the terms of this chap-
ter in connection with the construction, reconstruc-
tion, development, extension, or improvement of
property, notwithstanding that the construction, re-
construction, development, extension, improve-
ment or acquisition was authorized, approved or
commenced prior to the effective date of this chap-
ter.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
§ 11 A. Covenants contained in proceedings au-
thorizing issuance of bonds
The proceedings of the city or town authorizing
the issuance of qualified bonds may contain such
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covenants and provisions for protecting and en- § 12. Commonwealth not to act as pledge or
forcing the rights and remedies of the bondholders surety
as may be reasonable and proper and not in viola- Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
tion of law, including covenants restricting the pledge the credit and assets of the commonwealth
issuance of additional qualified bonds. to the support of bonds issued pursuant to this
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68. chapter or to guarantee payment or stand as surety
for the payment of bonds pursuant to this chapter.
Added by St. 1980, c. 329, § 68.
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COMMUNITY PRESERVATION
Chapter 44B of the General Laws was added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
Section
1. Title.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
Definitions.
Acceptance of Sees. 3 to 7.
Surcharge on real property; collection.
Community preservation committee; members; rec-
ommendations.
Annual revenues; open space, historic resources
and community housing.
Community preservation fund.
Surcharges; fees of registers of deeds; fees of assis-
tant recorder.
Massachusetts community preservation trust fund.
Section
10. Annual distributions of monies in trust fund.
General obligation bonds or notes.
Real property interest; deed restriction; manage-
ment.
Accurate account of recommendations and actions;
records of appropriations and expenditures and of
real property interests.
State grants.
Tort liability for destruction of real property pur-
chased with funds from chapter.
Amendments to amount and computation of sur-
charge; revocation of Sees. 3 to 7.
Rules and regulations.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1. Title
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as
the Massachusetts Community Preservation Act.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 2. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following words
shall, unless the context clearly indicates a differ-
ent meaning, have the following meanings:
—
"Acquire", obtain by gift, purchase, devise,
grant, rental, rental purchase, lease or otherwise.
"Acquire" shall not include a taking by eminent
domain, except as provided in this chapter.
"Annual income", a family's or person's gross
annual income less such reasonable allowances for
dependents, other than a spouse, and for medical
expenses as the housing authority or, in the event
that there is no housing authority, the department
of housing and community development, deter-
mines.
"Community housing", low and moderate in-
come housing for individuals and families, includ-
ing low or moderate income senior housing.
"Community preservation", the acquisition, cre-
ation and preservation of open space, the acquisi-
tion, creation and preservation of historic re-
sources and the creation and preservation of
community housing.
"Community preservation committee", the com-
mittee established by the legislative body of a city
or town to make recommendations for community
preservation, as provided in section 5.
"Community Preservation Fund'
fund established under section 7.
the municipal
"CP", community preservation.
"Historic resources", a building, structure, vessel
real property, document or artifact that is listed or
eligible for listing on the state register of historic
places or has been determined by the local historic
preservation commission to be significant in the
history, archeology, architecture or culture of a city
or town.
"Legislative body", the agency of municipal gov-
ernment which is empowered to enact ordinances
or by-laws, adopt an annual budget and other
spending authorizations, loan orders, bond authori-
zations and other financial matters and whether
styled as a city council, board of aldermen, town
council, town meeting or by any other title.
"Low income housing", housing for those per-
sons and families whose annual income is less than
80 per cent of the areawide median income. The
areawide median income shall be the areawide
median income as determined by the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development.
"Low or moderate income senior housing",
housing for those persons having reached the age
of 60 or over who would qualify for low or moder-
ate income housing.
"Maintenance", the upkeep of real or personal
property.
"Moderate income housing", housing for those
persons and families whose annual income is less
than 100 per cent of the areawide median income.
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The areawide median income shall be the areawide
median income as determined by the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development.
"Open space", shall include, but not be limited
to, land to protect existing and future well fields,
aquifers and recharge areas, watershed land, agri-
cultural land, grasslands, fields, forest land, fresh
and salt water marshes and other wetlands, ocean,
river, stream, lake and pond frontage, beaches,
dunes and other coastal lands, lands to protect
scenic vistas, land for wildlife or nature preserve
and land for recreational use.
"Preservation", protection of personal or real
property from injury, harm or destruction, but not
including maintenance.
"Real property", land, buildings, appurtenant
structures and fixtures attached to buildings or
land, including, where applicable, real property
interests.
"Real property interest", a present or future le-
gal or equitable interest in or to real property,
including easements and restrictions, and any ben-
eficial interest therein, including the interest of a
beneficiary in a trust which holds a legal or equita-
ble interest in real property, but shall not include
an interest which is limited to the following: an
estate at will or at sufferance and any estate for
years having a term of less than 30 years; the
reversionary right, condition or right of entry for
condition broken; the interest of a mortgagee or
other secured party in a mortgage or security
agreement.
"Recreational use", active or passive recreation-
al use including, but not limited to, the use of land
for community gardens, trails, and noncommercial
youth and adult sports, and the use of land as a
park, playground or athletic field. "Recreational
use" shall not include horse or dog racing or the
use of land for a stadium, gymnasium or similar
structure.
"Rehabilitation", the remodeling, reconstruction
and making of extraordinary repairs to historic
resources, open spaces, lands for recreational use
and community housing for the purpose of making
such historic resources, open spaces, lands for re-
creational use and community housing functional
for their intended use, including but not limited to
improvements to comply with the Americans with
Disabilities Act and other federal, state or local
building or access codes. With respect to historic
resources, rehabilitation shall have the additional
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meaning of work to comply with the Standards for
Rehabilitation stated in the United States Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of
Historic Properties codified in 36 C.F.R. Part 68.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1. Amended by St.2002, c.
165, §§ 1 to 3; St.2006, c. 38, eff. June 13, 2006.
§ 3. Acceptance of Sees. 3 to 7
(a) Sections 3 to 7, inclusive, shall take effect in
any city or town upon the approval by the legisla-
tive body and their acceptance by the voters of a
ballot question as set forth in this section.
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 59
or any other general or special law to the contrary,
the legislative body may vote to accept sections 3 to
7, inclusive, by approving a surcharge on real
property of not more than 3 per cent of the real
estate tax levy against real property, as determined
annually by the board of assessors. The amount of
the surcharge shall not be included in a calculation
of total taxes assessed for purposes of section 21C
of said chapter 59.
(c) All exemptions and abatements of real prop-
erty authorized by said chapter 59 or any other law
for which a taxpayer qualifies as eligible shall not
be affected by this chapter. A taxpayer receiving
an exemption of real property authorized by said
chapter 59 or any other law shall be exempt from
any surcharge on real property established under
this section. The surcharge to be paid by a taxpay-
er receiving an abatement of real property author-
ized by said chapter 59 or any other law shall be
reduced in proportion to the amount of such abate-
ment.
(d) Any amount of the surcharge not paid by the
due date shall bear interest at the rate per annum
provided in section 57 of said chapter 59.
(e) The legislative body may also vote to accept
one or more of the following exemptions:
(1) for property owned and occupied as a domi-
cile by a person who would qualify for low income
housing or low or moderate income senior housing
in the city or town;
(2) for class three, commercial, and class four,
industrial, properties as defined in section 2A of
said chapter 59, in cities or towns with classified
tax rates; or
(3) for $100,000 of the value of each taxable
parcel of residential real property.
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(f) Upon approval by the legislative body, the
actions of the body shall be submitted for accep-
tance to the voters of a city or town at the next
regular municipal or state election. The city or
town clerk or the state secretary shall place it on
the ballot in the form of the following question:
"Shall this (city or town) accept sections 3 to 7,
inclusive of chapter 44B of the General Laws, as
approved by its legislative body, a summary of
which appears below"
(Set forth here a fair, concise summary and
purpose of the law to be acted upon, as determined
by the city solicitor or town counsel, including in
said summary the percentage of the surcharge to
be imposed.)
If a majority of the voters voting on said question
vote in the affirmative, then its provisions shall
take effect in the city or town, but not otherwise.
(g) The final date for notifying or filing a petition
with the city or town clerk or the state secretary to
place such a question on the ballot shall be 35 days
before the city or town election or 60 days before
the state election.
(h) If the legislative body does not vote to accept
sections 3 to 7, inclusive, at least 90 days before a
regular city or town election or 120 days before a
state election, then a question seeking said accep-
tance through approval of a particular surcharge
rate with exemption or exemptions, may be so
placed on the ballot when a petition signed by at
least 5 per cent of the registered voters of the city
or town requesting such action is filed with the
registrars, who shall have seven days after receipt
of such petition to certify its signatures. Upon
certification of the signatures, the city or town
clerk or the state secretary shall cause the question
to be placed on the ballot at the next regular city or
town election held more than 35 days after such
certification or at the next regular state election
held more than 60 days after such certification.
(i) With respect to real property owned by a
cooperative corporation, as defined in section 4 of
chapter 157B, that portion which is occupied by a
member under a proprietary lease as the member's
domicile shall be considered real property owned
by that member for the purposes of exemptions
provided under this section. The member's por-
tion of the real estate shall be represented by the
member's share or shares of stock in the coopera-
tive corporation, and the percentage of that portion
to the whole shall be determined by the percentage
of the member's shares to the total outstanding
stock of the corporation, including shares owned
by the corporation. This portion of the real prop-
erty shall be eligible for any exemption provided in
this section if the member meets all requirements
for the exemption. Any exemption so provided
shall reduce the taxable valuation of the real prop-
erty owned by the cooperative corporation, and the
reduction in taxes realized by this exemption shall
be credited by the cooperative corporation against
the amount of the taxes otherwise payable by or
chargeable to the member. Nothing in this subsec-
tion shall be construed to affect the tax status of
any manufactured home or mobile home under this
chapter, but this subsection shall apply to the land
on which the manufactured home or mobile home
is located if all other requirements of this clause
are met. This subsection shall take effect in a city
or town upon its acceptance by the city or town.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
393, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 4. Surcharge on real property; collection
(a) Upon acceptance of sections 3 to 7, inclusive,
and upon the assessors' warrant to the tax collec-
tor, the accepted surcharge shall be imposed.
(b) After receipt of the warrant, the tax collector
shall collect the surcharge in the amount and ac-
cording to the computation specified in the war-
rant and shall pay the amounts so collected, quar-
terly or semi-annually, according to the schedule
for collection of property taxes for the tax on real
property, to the city's or town's treasurer. The tax
collector shall cause appropriate books and ac-
counts to be kept with respect to such surcharge,
which shall be subject to public examination upon
reasonable request from time to time.
(c) The remedies provided by chapter 60 for the
collection of taxes upon real estate shall apply to
the surcharge on real property pursuant to this
chapter.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 5. Community preservation committee; mem-
bers; recommendations
(a) A city or town that accepts sections 3 to 7,
inclusive, shall establish by ordinance or by-law a
community preservation committee. The commit-
tee shall consist of not less than five nor more than
nine members. The ordinance or by-law shall de-
termine the composition of the committee, the
length of its term and the method of selecting its
members, whether by election or appointment or
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by a combination thereof. The committee shall
include, but not be limited to, one member of the
conservation commission established under section
8C of chapter 40 as designated by the commission,
one member of the historical commission estab-
lished under section 8D of said chapter 40 as
designated by the commission, one member ol the
planning board established under section 81A of
chapter 41 as designated by the board, one mem-
ber of the board of park commissioners established
under section 2 of chapter 45 as designated by the
board and one member of the housing authority
established under section 3 of chapter 12 IB as
designated by the authority, or persons, as deter-
mined by the ordinance or by-law, acting in the
capacity of or performing like duties of the com-
missions, board or authority if they have not been
established in the city or town. If there are no
persons acting in the capacity of or performing like
duties of any such commission, board or authority,
the ordinance or by-law shall designate those per-
sons.
(b)(1) The community preservation committee
shall study the needs, possibilities and resources of
the city or town regarding community preserva-
tion. The committee shall consult with existing
municipal boards, including the conservation com-
mission, the historical commission, the planning
board, the board of park commissioners and the
housing authority, or persons acting in those ca-
pacities or performing like duties, in conducting
such studies. As part of its study, the committee
shall hold one or more public informational hear-
ings on the needs, possibilities and resources of the
city or town regarding community preservation
possibilities and resources, notice of which shall be
posted publicly and published for each of two
weeks preceding a hearing in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the city or town.
(2) The community preservation committee shall
make recommendations to the legislative body for
the acquisition, creation and preservation of open
space; for the acquisition, preservation, rehabilita-
tion and restoration of historic resources; for the
acquisition, creation and preservation of land for
recreational use; for the acquisition, creation,
preservation and support of community housing;
and for the rehabilitation or restoration of open
space, land for recreational use and community
housing that is acquired or created as provided in
this section. With respect to community housing,
the community preservation committee shall rec-
ommend, wherever possible, the reuse of existing
buildings or construction of new buildings on pre-
viously developed sites.
(3) The community preservation committee may
include in its recommendation to the legislative
body a recommendation to set aside for later
spending funds for specific purposes that are con-
sistent with community preservation but for which
sufficient revenues are not then available in the
Community Preservation Fund to accomplish that
specific purpose or to set aside for later spending
funds for general purposes that are consistent with
community preservation.
(c) The community preservation committee shall
not meet or conduct business without the presence
of a quorum. A majority of the members of the
community preservation committee shall constitute
a quorum. The community preservation commit-
tee shall approve its actions by majority vote. Rec-
ommendations to the legislative body shall include
their anticipated costs.
(d) After receiving such recommendations from
the community preservation committee, the legisla-
tive body shall then take such action and approve
such appropriations from the Community Preserva-
tion Fund as set forth in section 8, and such addi-
tional appropriations as it deems appropriate to
carry out the recommendations of the community
preservation committee.
(e) For the purposes of community preservation
and upon the recommendation of the community
preservation committee, a city or town may take by
eminent domain under chapter 79, the fee or any
lesser interest in real property or waters located in
such city or town if such taking has first been
approved by a two-thirds vote of the legislative
body. Upon a like recommendation and vote, a
city or town may expend monies in the Community
Preservation Fund, if any, for the purpose of pay-
ing, in whole or in part, any damages for which a
city or town may be liable by reason of a taking for
the purposes of community preservation.
(0 Section 16 of chapter 30B shall not apply to
the acquisition by a city or town, of real property
or an interest therein, as authorized by this chapter
for the purposes of community preservation and
upon recommendation of the community preserva-
tion committee and, notwithstanding section 14 of
chapter 40, for purposes of this chapter, no such
real property, or interest therein, shall be acquired
by any city or town for a price exceeding the value
of the property as determined by such city or town
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through procedures customarily accepted by the
appraising profession as valid.
A city or town may appropriate money in any
year from the Community Preservation Fund to an
affordable housing trust fund.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1. Amended by St.2002, c.
165, § 4; St.2003, c. 46, § 38, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2004,
c. 491, § 2, eff. April 7, 2005; St.2006, 289, eff. Dec. 5,
2006.
§ 6. Annual revenues; open space, historic re-
sources and community housing
In every fiscal year and upon the recommenda-
tion of the community preservation committee, the
legislative body shall spend, or set aside for later
spending, not less than 10 per cent of the annual
revenues in the Community Preservation Fund for
open space, but not including land for recreational
use, not less than 10 per cent of the annual reve-
nues for historic resources and not less than 10 per
cent of the annual revenues for community hous-
ing. In each fiscal year, the legislative body shall
make such appropriations from the Community
Preservation Fund as it deems necessary for the
administrative and operating expenses of the com-
munity preservation committee, but the appropria-
tions shall not exceed 5 per cent of the annual
revenues in the Community Preservation Fund.
Funds that are set aside shall be held in the Com-
munity Preservation Fund and spent in that year or
later years, but funds set aside for a specific pur-
pose shall be spent only for the specific purpose.
Any funds set aside may be expended in any city or
town in the commonwealth. The community pres-
ervation funds shall not replace existing operating
funds, only augment them.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 7. Community preservation fund
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 53 of
chapter 44 or any other general or special law to
the contrary, a city or town that accepts sections 3
to 7, inclusive, shall establish a separate account to
be known as the Community Preservation Fund of
which the municipal treasurer shall be the custodi-
an. The authority to approve expenditures from
the fund shall be limited to the legislative body and
the municipal treasurer shall pay such expenses in
accordance with chapter 41.
The following monies shall be deposited in the
fund: (a) all funds collected from the real property
surcharge or bond proceeds in anticipation of reve-
nue pursuant to sections 4 and 11; (b) all funds
received from the commonwealth or any other
source for such purposes; and (c) proceeds from
the disposal of real property acquired with funds
from the Community Preservation Fund. The trea-
surer may deposit or invest the proceeds of the
fund in savings banks, trust companies incorporat-
ed under the laws of the commonwealth, banking
companies incorporated under the laws of the com-
monwealth which are members of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation or national banks, or
may invest the proceeds in paid up shares and
accounts of and in co-operative banks or in shares
of savings and loan associations or in shares of
federal savings and loan associations doing busi-
ness in the commonwealth or in the manner au-
thorized by section 54 of chapter 44, and any
income therefrom shall be credited to the fund.
The expenditure of revenues from the fund shall be
limited to implementing the recommendations of
the community preservation committee and provid-
ing administrative and operating expenses to the
committee.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 8. Surcharges; fees of registers of deeds; fees
of assistant recorder
(a) Except as otherwise provided, the fees of
the registers of deeds to be paid when a docu-
ment or instrument is recorded shall be subject to
a surcharge of $20; provided, however, that if the
document or instrument to be filed includes multi-
ple references to a document or instrument in-
tending or attempting to assign, discharge, re-
lease, partially release, subordinate or notice any
other document or instrument, each reference
shall be separately indexed and separately as-
sessed an additional $20 surcharge. The fee for
recording a municipal lien certificate shall be sub-
ject to a surcharge of $10; provided, however,
that if the certificate includes multiple references
to a document or instrument intending or at-
tempting to assign, discharge, release, partially re-
lease, subordinate or notice any other document
or instrument, each reference shall be separately
indexed and separately assessed an additional $10
surcharge. The surcharges imposed shall be used
for community preservation purposes. No sur-
charge shall apply to a declaration of homestead
under chapter 188. No surcharge shall apply to
the fees charged for additional pages, photostatic
copies, abstract cards or additional square feet for
the recording of plans.
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(b) The fees of the assistant recorder, except as
otherwise provided, to be paid when the instru-
ment is left for registering, filing or entering with
respect to registered land shall be subject to a
surcharge of $20. The fees for so registering, filing
or entering a municipal lien certificate shall be
subject to a surcharge of $10. The surcharges
shall be imposed for the purposes of community
preservation. No surcharge shall apply to a decla-
ration of homestead of chapter 188. No surcharge
shall apply to the fees charged for additional lots
shown on plans, for indexing instruments recorded
while a petition for registering is pending, for addi-
tional certificates of sewer assessments, for old age
assistance liens, for duplicates and for photocopies.
(c) All surcharges on fees collected pursuant to
this section shall be forwarded to the Massachu-
setts Community Preservation Trust Fund, estab-
lished in section 9.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1. Amended by St.2008, c.
182, § 13, eff. Mar. 5, 2003.
§ 9. Massachusetts community preservation
trust fund
(a) There shall be established and set up on the
books of the commonwealth a separate fund, to be
known as the Massachusetts Community Preserva-
tion Trust Fund, for the benefit of cities and towns
that have accepted sections 3 to 7, inclusive, and
pursuant to said sections 3 to 7, inclusive, have
imposed a surcharge on their real property tax
levy, subject to any exemptions adopted by a mu-
nicipality. The fund shall consist of all revenues
received by the commonwealth: (1) under the pro-
visions of section 8; (2) from public and private
sources as gifts, grants and donations to further
community preservation programs; (3) from dam-
ages, penalties, costs or interest received on ac-
count of litigation or settlement thereof for a viola-
tion of section 15; or (4) all other monies credited
to or transferred to from any other fund or source
pursuant to law.
(b) The state treasurer shall deposit the fund in
accordance with the provisions of section 10 in
such manner as will secure the highest interest rate
available consistent with the safety of the fund and
with the requirement that all amounts on deposit
be available for withdrawal without penalty for
such withdrawal at any time. All interest accrued
and earnings shall be deposited into the fund. The
fund shall be expended solely for the administra-
tion and implementation of this chapter. Any
unexpended balances shall be redeposited for fu-
ture use consistent with the provisions of this chap-
ter.
(c) The state treasurer shall make all disburse
ments and expenditures from the fund without
further appropriation, as directed by the commis-
sioner of revenue in accordance with said section
10. The department of revenue shall report by
source all amounts credited to said fund and all
expenditures from said fund. The commissioner of
revenue shall assign personnel of the department
as it may need to administer and manage the fund
disbursements and any expense incurred by the
department shall be deemed an operating and ad-
ministrative expense of the program. The operat-
ing and administrative expenses shall not exceed 5
per cent of the annual total revenue received under
the provisions of said section 10.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1
.
§ 10. Annual distributions of monies in trust
fund
(a) The commissioner of revenue shall annually
on October 15 disburse monies from the fund es-
tablished in section 10 to cities and towns that have
accepted sections 3 to 7, inclusive, and notified the
commissioner of their acceptance. The community
shall notify the commissioner of the date and terms
on which the voters accepted said sections 3 to 7,
inclusive. The municipal tax collecting authority
shall certify to the commissioner the amount the
municipality has raised through June 30 by impos-
ing a surcharge on its real property levy and shall
certify the percentage of the surcharge applied.
(b) The commissioner shall multiply the amount
in the fund by 80 per cent. This amount distribut-
ed in the first round distribution shall be known as
the match distribution. The first round total shall
be distributed to each city or town accepting said
sections 3 to 7, inclusive, in an amount not less
than 5 per cent but not greater than 100 per cent of
the total amount raised by the additional surcharge
on real property by each city or town. The per-
centage shall be the same for each city and town
and shall be determined by the commissioner an-
nually in a manner that distributes the maximum
amount available to each participating city or
town.
(c) The commissioner shall further divide the
remaining 20 per cent of the fund in a second
round distribution, known as the equity distribu-
tion. The commissioner shall determine the equity
distribution in several steps. The first step shall be
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to divide the remaining 20 per cent of the fund by
the number of cities and towns that have accepted
said sections 3 to 7, inclusive. This dividend shall
be known as the base figure for equity distribution.
This base figure shall be determined solely for
purposes of performing the calculation for equity
distribution and shall not be added to the amount
received by a participant.
(d) Each city and town in the commonwealth
shall be assigned a community preservation rank
for purposes of the equity distribution. The com-
missioner shall determine each community's rank
by first determining the municipality's equalized
property valuation per capita ranking, ranking mu-
nicipalities from highest to lowest valuation. The
commissioner shall also determine the population
of each municipality and rank each from largest to
smallest in population. The commissioner shall
add each equalized property valuation rank and
population rank, and divide the sum by two. The
dividend is the community preservation raw score
for that municipality.
(e) The commissioner shall then order each mu-
nicipality by CP raw score, from the lowest raw
score to the highest raw score. This order shall be
the CP rank for each municipality. If more than
one municipality has the same CP raw score, the
municipality with the higher equalized valuation
rank shall receive the higher CP rank.
[There are two subsections (f).]
(f) After determining the CP rank for each mu-
nicipality in the commonwealth, the commissioner
shall divide all municipalities into deciles accord-
ing to their CP ranking, with approximately the
same number of municipalities in each decile, and
with the municipalities with the highest CP rank
shall be placed in the lowest decile category, start-
ing with decile 10. Percentages shall be assigned
to each decile as follows:
—
dec
dec
dec
dec
dec
dec
dec
dec
dec
dec
le 1 1 40 per cent of the base figure,
le 2 130 per cent of the base figure,
le 3 120 per cent of the base figure,
le 4 110 per cent of the base figure.
le 5 100 per cent of the base figure,
le 6 90 per cent of the base figure,
le 7 80 per cent of the base figure,
le 8 70 per cent of the base figure,
le 9 60 per cent of the base figure,
le 10 50 per cent of the base figure.
After assigning each municipality to a decile ac-
cording to their CP rank, the commissioner shall
multiply the percentage assigned to that decile by
the base figure to determine the second round
equity distribution for each participant.
[There are two subsections (f).J
(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section, the total state contribution for each city or
town shall not exceed the amount raised by the
municipality's surcharge on its real property levy.
(g) When there are monies remaining in the trust
fund after the first and second round distributions,
and any necessary administrative expenses have
been paid in accordance with section 6, the com-
missioner may conduct a third round surplus dis-
tribution. Any remaining surplus in the fund may
be distributed by dividing the amount of the sur-
plus by the number of cities and towns that have
accepted this chapter. The resulting dividend shall
be the surplus base figure. The commissioner shall
then use the decile categories and percentages as
defined in this section to determine a surplus equi-
ty distribution for each participant.
(h) The commissioner shall determine each par-
ticipant's total state grant by adding the amount
received in the first round distribution with the
amounts received in any later round or rounds of
distributions, with the exception of a city or town
that has already received a grant equal to 100 per
cent of the amount the community raised by its
surcharge on its real property levy.
(1) Only those cities and towns that adopt the
maximum surcharge allowed by this chapter shall
be eligible to receive additional state monies
through the equity and surplus distributions.
(2) If less than 10 per cent of the cities and
towns in the commonwealth have accepted sec-
tions 3 to 7, inclusive, and imposed and collected a
surcharge on their real property levy, the commis-
sioner may calculate the state grant with only one
round of distributions, or in any other equitable
manner.
[There is no subsection (i).]
(j) After distributing the trust fund in accordance
with this section, the commissioner may keep any
remaining funds in the trust for distribution in the
following year.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 11. General obligation bonds or notes
A city or town that accepts sections 3 to 7,
inclusive, may issue, from time to time, general
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obligation bonds or notes in anticipation of reve-
nues to be raised pursuant to section 3, the pro-
ceeds of which shall be deposited in the Commu-
nity Preservation Fund. Bonds or notes so issued
may be at such rates of interest as shall be neces-
sary and shall be repaid as soon after such reve-
nues are collected as is expedient. Cities or
towns that choose to issue bonds pursuant to this
section shall make every effort to limit the admin-
istrative costs of issuing such bonds by cooperat-
ing among each other using methods including,
but not limited to, common issuance of bonds or
common retention of bond counsel. Except as
otherwise provided in this chapter, bonds or notes
issued pursuant to this section shall be subject to
the applicable provisions of chapter 44. The ma-
turities of each issue of bonds or notes issued
under this chapter may be arranged so that for
each issue the amounts payable in the several
years for principal and interest combined shall be
as nearly equal as practicable in the opinion of
the officers authorized to issue bonds or notes or,
in the alternative, in accordance with a schedule
providing for a more rapid amortization of princi-
pal.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 12. Real property interest; deed restriction;
management
(a) A real property interest that is purchased
with monies from the Community Preservation
Fund shall be bound by a permanent deed restric-
tion that meets the requirements of chapter 184,
limiting the use of the interest to the purpose for
which it was acquired. The deed restriction shall
run with the land and shall be enforceable by the
city or town or the commonwealth. The deed
restriction may also run to the benefit of a nonprof-
it, charitable corporation or foundation selected by
the city or town with the right to enforce the
restriction.
(b) Real property interests acquired under this
chapter shall be owned and managed by the city or
town, but the legislative body may delegate man-
agement of such property to the conservation com-
mission, the historical commission, the board of
park commissioners or the housing authority, or, in
the case of interests to acquire sites for future
wellhead development by a water district, a water
supply district or a fire district. The legislative
body may also delegate management of such prop-
erty to a nonprofit organization created under
chapter 180 or chapter 203.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1
.
§ 13. Accurate account of recommendations
and actions; records of appropriations
and expenditures and of real property
interests
The community preservation committee shall
keep a full and accurate account of all of its ac-
tions, including its recommendations and the ac-
tion taken on them and records of all appropria-
tions or expenditures made from the Community
Preservation Fund. The committee shall also keep
records of any real property interests acquired,
disposed of or improved by the city or town upon
its recommendation, including the names and ad-
dresses of the grantors or grantees and the nature
of the consideration. The records and accounts
shall be public records.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 14. State grants
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, every city and town
may accept sections 3 to 7, inclusive, and may
thereupon receive state grants under section 10. A
city or town that accepts said sections 3 to 7,
inclusive, shall not be precluded from participating
in state grant programs.
State grant programs may include local adoption
of this chapter among the criteria for selection of
grant recipients. Funds in the Community Preser-
vation Fund may be made available and used by
the city or town as the local share for state or
federal grants upon recommendation of the com-
munity preservation committee and the legislative
body, as provided for in section 5, if such grants
and such local share are used in a manner consis-
tent with the recommendations of the community
preservation committee.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 15. Tort liability for destruction of real prop-
erty purchased with funds from chapter
(a) A person who, without permission, knowing-
ly carries away or steals, mutilates, destroys, dam-
ages, causes to be damaged or cuts any tree, shrub,
grass or any other portion of real property pur-
chased by a city or town with funds derived from
this chapter shall be liable to the city or town in
tort for such actions.
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(b) Damages, including punitive damages for
willful or wanton violation of this chapter or any
rule or regulation issued or adopted hereunder,
may be recovered in a civil action brought by the
city or town or, upon request of the city or town, by
the attorney general. The city or town or, upon
request of the city or town, the attorney general,
may bring an action for injunctive relief against
any person violating this chapter or any rule or
regulation issued hereunder. The superior court
shall have jurisdiction to enjoin violations, to
award damages and to grant such further relief as
it may deem appropriate.
(c) Any damages, penalties, costs or interest
thereon recovered pursuant to this section shall be
deposited into the Community Preservation Fund
of the city or town in which the violation occurred.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 16. Amendments to amount and computation
of surcharge; revocation of Sees. 3 to 7
(a) At any time after imposition of the surcharge,
the legislative body may approve and the voters
may accept an amendment to the amount and
computation of the surcharge, or to the amount of
exemption or exemptions, in the same manner and
within the limitations set forth in this chapter.
(b) At any time after the expiration of five years
after the date on which sections 3 to 7, inclusive,
have been accepted in a city or town, said sections
may be revoked in the same manner as they were
accepted by such city or town, but the surcharge
imposed under section 3 shall remain in effect in
any such city or town, with respect to unpaid taxes
on past transactions and with respect to taxes due
on future transactions, until all contractual obli-
gations incurred by the city or town prior to such
termination shall have been fully discharged.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
§ 17. Rules and regulations
The commissioner of revenue shall have the au-
thority to promulgate rules and regulations to ef-
fect the purposes of this chapter.
Added by St.2000, c. 267, § 1.
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FIRES, FIRE DEPARTMENTS AND FIRE DISTRICTS
Selected sections
Section
57A. Days off for working on holidays.
Fire fighters; attendance of AFL-CIO-CLC con-
vention.
Fire fighters; attendance of Massachusetts Perma-
nent Firemen's Association or Massachusetts
State Firemen's Association conventions.
57B.
57C.
Section
57D. Fire fighters; working on holidays; additional pay
or day off.
57E. Fire chiefs; working on holidays; additional pay.
57G. Compensation of certain heads of fire and police
departments.
69. Taxation; purposes.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 57A. Days off for working on holidays
If any permanent member of the fire fighting
force or fire alarm division of a fire department of
a city or town is required to serve a tour of duty
during the twenty-four hour period commencing at
eight o'clock in the morning of January the first,
July the fourth or Christmas day, or the day follow-
ing when any of said days occurs on Sunday, or the
third Monday in February, the third Monday in
April, the last Monday in May, the first Monday in
September, the second or fourth Monday in Octo-
ber or Thanksgiving day, he shall be given an
additional day off, or, if such additional day off
cannot be given because of personnel shortage or
other cause, he shall be entitled to an additional
day's pay; provided, that any such member who,
through a rotation of shifts, works different days in
successive weeks shall be granted, in each year in
which the number of holidays falling on his regular
days off is in excess of the number of holidays in
such year falling on Saturday, additional days off
equal to the excess, and, if any such additional day
off cannot be given because of personnel shortage
or other cause, an additional day's pay shall be
allowed in lieu thereof. This section shall take
effect in a city having a Plan E charter when
accepted by the affirmative vote of a majority of the
city council, and in the case of other cities by vote
of the city council, subject to the provisions of its
charter, and in a town by a majority vote at an
annual town meeting, but not otherwise.
Added by St. 1953, c. 640. Amended by St. 1970, c. 547,
§ 1.
§ 57B. Fire fighters; attendance of AFL-CIO-
CLC convention
Members of the fire department in any city,
town, or fire district adopting this section may be
excused from duty for not more than four days in
any year without loss of pay while in attendance as
an official delegate to the Professional Fire Fight-
ers of Massachusetts, AFL-CIO-CLC convention
held within the commonwealth.
Added by St. 1959, c. 285, § 1. Amended by St. 1977, c.
36.
§ 57C. Fire fighters; attendance of Massachu-
setts Permanent Firemen's Associa-
tion or Massachusetts State Fire-
men's Association conventions
Members of the fire department in any city or
town accepting the provisions of this section may
be excused from duty for not more than two days
in any year without loss of pay while in attendance
as an official delegate to the convention of the
Massachusetts Permanent Firemen's Association or
the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association held
within the commonwealth; provided, however,
that any such member who attends both such con-
ventions as an official delegate may be excused
from duty for not more than four days in any year.
Added by St. 1962, c. 291.
§ 57D. ad-Fire fighters; working on holidays;
ditional pay or day off
If any permanent member of the fire fighting
force or fire alarm division of a fire department of
a city or town which accepts this section is re-
quired to be on duty at any time on January the
first, July the fourth or Christmas day, or the day
following when any of said days occurs on Sunday,
or the third Monday in February, the third Monday
in April, the last Monday in May, the first Monday
in September, the second or fourth Monday in
October or Thanksgiving day, he shall be given an
additional day off, or, if such additional day off
cannot be given because of personnel shortage or
other cause, he shall be entitled to an additional
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day's pay; provided, that in the case of any such
member whose regular day off or vacation day or a
day on which he is absent from duty because of
injuries received in the performance of his duties
falls on any of the aforementioned holidays, an
additional day off shall be allowed, or payments in
lieu of one day shall be allowed. Such day's pay
shall be one fifth of his regular weekly salary.
Section fifty-seven A shall not apply in any such
city or town.
Added by St. 1962, c. 517. Amended by St. 1967, c. 522;
St. 1970, c. 547, § 2.
§ 57E. Fire chiefs; working on holidays; addi-
tional pay
If the chief of a fire department of a city or town
or the chief, chief engineer or head of a fire depart-
ment of a fire district is on duty at any time on
January the first, July the fourth or Christmas day,
or the day following when any of said days occurs
on Sunday, or the third Monday in February, the
third Monday in April, the last Monday in May, the
first Monday in September, the second or fourth
Monday in October or Thanksgiving day, he shall
be granted an additional day's pay.
Added by St.1965, c. 141. Amended by St.1967, c. 799;
St.1970, c. 547, § 3.
§ 57G. Compensation of certain heads of fire
and police departments
The permanent, full-time fire chief or chief engi-
neer of a fire department in any city, other than
Boston, or town or fire district, and the permanent,
full-time chief of police or superintendent of police,
or city marshall, in any city, other than Boston, or
town shall receive an annual base rate of compen-
sation which shall not be less than the following
ratios of the highest annual rate of compensation of
a permanent, full-time firefighter, or a permanent,
full-time police officer or patrolman, as the case
may be:
1. In departments having less than twelve per-
manent, full-time police officers or firefighters, the
ratio shall be: 1.5.
2. In departments having not less than twelve
nor more than twenty-nine permanent, full-time
police officers or firefighters, the ratio shall be:
1.8.
3. In departments having thirty or more perma-
nent, full-time police officers or firefighters, the
ratio shall be: 2.0.
The provisions of this section relative to a city,
town or fire district shall be in effect only in a city,
town or fire district which accepts this section.
Added by St. 1971, c. 1082. Amended by St. 1974, c. 415,
§ 1; St.1974, c. 610, § 1; St.1975, c. 333, § 1; St.1991,
c. 412, § 53.
§ 69. Taxation; purposes
Such districts may, at meetings called therefor,
raise money by taxation for the purchase of engines
and other articles necessary for the extinguishment
of fires, for hydrant and water service, for the
purchase of land, for the erection and repairs of
necessary buildings, for the erection and mainte-
nance of street lamps within their limits, for the
purchase, operation and maintenance of ambu-
lances, for the payment of a proper charge of an
insurance company for acting as surety on an offi-
cial bond which may be given to such district by
any of its officers, and for other incidental expenses
of the fire department. The prudential committee
of such district may accept an insurance company
as sufficient surety upon such bond.
Amended by St. 1 959, c. 91.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1844, c. 152, § 12.
G.S.1860, c. 24, § 43.
St.1864, c. 159.
St. 1874, c. 151, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 35, § 51.
St. 1895, c. 295.
St.l901,c. 76.
R.L.1902, c. 32, § 59.
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CHAPTER 53
NOMINATIONS, QUESTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO
THE VOTERS, PRIMARIES AND CAUCUSES
Selected section
Section
18B. Information relating to questions on city, town or
district ballot; contents; written arguments by
Section
principal proponents and opponents; public in-
spection.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 18B. Information relating to questions on
city, town or district ballot; contents;
written arguments by principal pro-
ponents and opponents; public in-
spection
(a) As used in this section "governing body"
shall mean, in a city, the city council or board of
aldermen acting with the approval of the mayor
subject to the charter of the city, in a town having a
town council, the town council, in every other
town, the board of selectmen and in a district as
provided in sections 113 to 119, inclusive, of chap-
ter 41, the prudential committee, if any, otherwise
the commissioners of the district.
(b) The governing body of a city, town or district
which accepts this section in the manner provided
in section 4 of chapter 4 shall print information
relating to each question that shall appear on the
city, town or district ballot. The information shall
include: (1) the full text of each question; (2) a fair
and concise summary of each question, including a
1 sentence statement describing the effect of a yes
or no vote, which shall be prepared by the city
solicitor, town counsel or counsel for the city, town
or district; and (3) arguments for and against each
question as provided in subsections (d) and (e).
Not later than 7 days before an election at which
the question shall be submitted to the voters in a
city, town or district, the information in this sub-
section shall be sent to each household wherein a
person whose name appears on the current voting
list for the city, town or district resides.
(c) Not later than the day following the date of
the determination that a question shall appear on
the ballot in an election, the governing body shall
provide written notification to the city solicitor or
town or district counsel and to the city or town
clerk.
(d) Not later than 7 days after the determination
that a question shall appear on the ballot, the city
solicitor or town or district counsel, as applicable,
shall seek written arguments from the principal
proponents and opponents of the question. For
the purposes of this section, the principal propo-
nents and opponents of a question shall be those
persons determined by the solicitor or counsel to
be best able to present the arguments for and
against the question. The solicitor or counsel shall
provide not less than 7 days' written notice to the
opponents and proponents of the date on which the
written arguments shall be received. Proponents
and opponents shall submit their arguments, which
shall be not more than 150 words, to the solicitor
or counsel, together with a copy thereof to the city
or town clerk or, in a district, to the clerk of each
city and town within the district. The arguments
and summary shall be submitted by the solicitor or
counsel to the governing body at least 20 days
before the election for distribution to voters in
accordance with subsection (b). A copy of the
arguments and summary shall also be submitted by
the solicitor or counsel to the city, town or district
clerk.
(e) In determining the principal proponents and
opponents of a ballot question, the solicitor or
counsel shall contact each ballot question commit-
tee, if any, as defined in section 1 of chapter 55.
The principal proponents or opponents of a ballot
question may include officers of a ballot question
committee or officers of a city, town or district
office or committee including, but not limited to, a
finance committee or a school committee. In addi-
tion, the principal proponents or opponents may
include the first 10 signers or a majority of the first
10 signers of a petition initiating the placement of
such question on the ballot. The solicitor or coun-
sel shall determine, based on a review of argu-
ments received, the person or group best able to
present arguments for and against a question. If
no argument is received by the solicitor or counsel
within the time specified by the solicitor or coun-
sel, the solicitor or counsel shall prepare an argu-
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ment and submit the argument to the governing
body and to the city or town clerk or, in a district,
to the clerk of each city and town within the
district within the time specified in subsection (d).
(f) All arguments filed or prepared pursuant to
this section and the information prepared pursuant
to subsection (b), shall be open to public inspection
at the office of city or town clerk or, in a district, at
the office of the clerk of each city and town within
the district. In addition, each city or town clerk
shall make such information available to the voters
at all polling places within the city, town or dis-
trict.
Added by St.2010, c. 188, § 37, eff. July 27, 2010.
Amended by St.2010, c. 409, § 3, eff. Jan. 3, 2011.
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CHAPTER 54
ELECTIONS
Selected section
Section
42C. Deadline for ballot questions.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 42C. Deadline for ballot questions standing the provisions of any general or special
law to the contrary establishing a later time, a city
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or Qr lQwn dcrk shaU nQt rfnt Qn a d Qr tQwn
special law to the contrary establishing a later
election baUot any question to the voters for which
time, the state secretary shall not print on the he receives final written notice after the thirty-fifth
biennial state election ballot any question to the
^ before such election
voters for which he receives final written notice Added by St. 1990, c. 526, § 29. Amended by St. 1996, c.
after the sixtieth day before said election. Notwith- 454, § 22.
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CHAPTER 58
GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATIVE TO TAXATION
Section
1. Commissioner; establishment of minimum stan-
dards of assessment performance.
1A. Commissioner; general powers and duties.
2. Commissioner; annual lists to board of assessors;
classifications; objections; appeal.
3. Commissioner; assistance to local assessors.
4. Noncompliance by assessors.
4A. Continued non-compliance with minimum stan-
dards by cities or towns; contracts by commis-
sioner; court orders.
4B. Compliance with court orders by cities or towns;
provision of services by commissioner.
4C. Costs of services provided by commissioner.
5. Notices and lists; instructing assessors.
6. Real estate values; collecting information.
7. Unpaid taxes; obtaining information; affidavits.
7A to 7E. Repealed.
8. Delinquent collections; proceedings by attorney
general; abatement of certain taxes, etc.; expe-
dited abatement procedure for abandoned real
property.
8A. Paraplegic veterans; surviving spouses; abatement
of taxes; reimbursement of municipalities.
8B. Reimbursement claims by cities and towns; filing;
time limitation.
8C. Affordable housing sites; abatement of real estate
tax obligations.
9. Proposed equalized valuation; establishment.
10. Determination of equalized valuation.
10A. Proposed equalized valuation; notice and hearing;
changes.
10B. Appeal to appellate tax board.
IOC. Final equalization and apportionment; establish-
ment; report to general court.
11, 12. Repealed.
13. Valuation of certain state and county lands.
14. Notice to assessors; hearings.
15. Effect of determination; newly acquired land;
state forests.
15A. Exemptions for certain state lands.
The section headings for the General Laws
§ 1 . Commissioner; establishment of minimum
standards of assessment performance
The commissioner of revenue in chapters fifty-
eight to sixty-five C, inclusive, called the commis-
sioner, shall make, and from time to time revise,
such reasonable rules, regulations and guidelines,
as may be necessary to establish minimum stan-
dards of assessment performance. The specific
areas to which such standards relate shall include
but not be limited to the following: the administra-
tion of all laws providing for the assessment and
classification of property; the methods of deter-
mining the actual fair cash valuation of different
Section
16. Annual statements; state treasurer.
1 7. Rate of reimbursement.
17A. County tuberculosis hospitals; taxation.
17B. Property taken for flood control; loss of taxes;
reimbursement.
17C. Forest Products Trust Fund.
18. Repealed.
18A. Repealed.
18B. Distribution of highway fund; notification of
amount required; fractions.
1 8C. Distribution of Local Aid Fund.
18D. Pari-mutuel wager distribution.
18E. Repealed.
18F. Distributions to cities, towns, or regional school
districts; receipt of certification of prior finan-
cial reports.
19. Repealed.
20. Repealed.
20A. Deductions from sums payable to cities and towns.
21 to 23. Repealed.
24. 24A. Repealed.
25. Amounts due municipalities; determination; pay-
ment.
25A. Amounts due municipalities; annual estimates.
25B. Proceeds of cigarette excise; certification for pay-
ment by commissioner of revenue.
26. Repealed.
26A, 26B. Repealed.
27. Repealed.
28. Annual assessments for deposits with state treasur-
er; trust funds.
28A. Withholding taxes; internal revenue code of Unit-
ed States.
28B. Withholding statements; federal taxes.
28C. Reciprocal enforcement of tax liabilities.
29. Repealed.
30. Repealed.
3 1 . Forms; authority of commissioner.
31Ato51. Repealed.
in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
kinds of property for tax purposes; the types of
qualifications of assessing personnel; and the ade-
quacy of tax maps and other records.
Amended by St.1932, c. 180, § 9; St.1937, c. 108, § 2;
St.1943, c. 428, § 2; St.1971, c. 895, § 1; St.1975, c.
684, § 30; St.1978, c. 514, § 34; St.1978, c. 580, § 1;
St.1979, c. 797, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1898, c. 507, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 14, § 5.
St. 1908, c.433,§§ 1,2.
St. 1908, c. 550, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 3, § 5.
St.1916, c. 173.
St.1918, c. 257, § 32.
St.1919, c. 5.
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St.1919, c. 350, §§ 53 to 55.
St. 1920, c. 2.
St.l931,c. 426, § 64.
§ 1A. Commissioner; general powers and
duties
The commissioner, in addition to exercising the
powers or performing the duties otherwise as-
signed to him, shall enforce all laws relating to the
valuation, classification and assessment of property
and shall supervise the administration of such laws
by local assessors in accordance with the rules,
regulations and guidelines established under the
provisions of section one.
He shall determine whether or not the locally
assessed values represent the full and fair cash
valuation for each class of real property, as defined
in section two A of chapter fifty-nine, and personal
property not exempt from local taxation within
each city and town. In each city and town which
he has determined to be assessing at full and fair
cash valuation, he shall determine a minimum resi-
dential factor for each city and town which shall be
sixty-five per cent subject to such adjustment up-
ward as may be required to provide that the per-
centage of the total tax levy imposed on any class
of real or personal property shall not exceed one
hundred fifty per cent of the full and fair cash
valuation of the taxable property in said class divid-
ed by the full and fair cash valuation of all taxable
real and personal property in the city or town. If
adoption of said minimum residential factor would
result in the residential property class bearing a
higher percentage of the total property tax levy
than the percentage of the total property tax levy
imposed on the residential property class in the
prior year, or if the adoption of said minimum
residential factor would result in the residential
property class bearing a higher percentage of the
total property tax levy than the percentage of the
total property tax levy imposed on the residential
property class in the year prior to the year in which
the minimum residential factor was first adopted,
he shall determine a new minimum residential
factor which shall be fifty per cent subject to an
upward adjustment as may be required a) to pro-
vide that the percentage of the total tax levy im-
posed on any class of real or personal property
shall not exceed one hundred and seventy-five per
cent of the full and fair cash valuation of the
taxable property of said class divided by the full
and fair cash valuation of all taxable real and
personal property in the city or town, or b) to
provide that the adoption of said minimum residen-
tial factor shall not result in the residential proper-
ty class bearing a lower percentage of the total
property tax levy than the lowest percentage of the
total property tax levy imposed on the residential
property class in the years since he first certified
that the locally assessed values represented the full
and fair cash value. In no instance, however, shall
the minimum residential factor, so determined, be
greater than the amount of one hundred per cent,
although a city or town may decide to adopt a
residential factor greater than that amount. For
this purpose, he may utilize the information on
assessed values and classifications gathered pursu-
ant to sections nine and ten and such other infor-
mation as may be available to him. The taxable
values and minimum residential factor so deter-
mined shall be sent to the individual cities and
towns on or before April first of each year in which
there is to be a determination of the percentages of
the local tax levy to be borne by each class of
property pursuant to section fifty-six of chapter
forty.
In the performance of such duties, he may visit
any city or town, inspect the work of its assessors
and require of them any information he shall deem
necessary regarding the procedures used in keep-
ing records, maintaining tax maps and determining
the valuation and classification for taxation of the
property or any part thereof in such city or town.
He shall require of them such action as will tend to
produce uniformity within such city or town and
throughout the commonwealth in the valuation,
classification and assessment of property for local
taxation.
He may require from state and town officers
such returns and statements relative to the amount
and value of taxable property in the several towns
as he deems necessary. Information provided by
said assessors shall include: (1) the total of all
property subject to local taxation in each city and
town, (2) the amount, if any, of tax abatements lor
the preceding year, and (3) such other information
as may be required to aid the commissioner in the
discharge of his responsibility in respect to the
preparation of the equalization and apportionment
report as provided in sections nine and ten.
He shall, at the request of the assessors of any
city or town or upon his own initiative, give his
opinion to assessors and collectors upon any ques-
tion arising under any statute relating to the assess-
ment, classification and collection of taxes or he
may obtain the opinion of the attorney general
upon such question. In either case, the opinion of
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the commissioner or the opinion of the attorney
general, if any, shall be binding.
He shall issue, and may from time to time revise,
a list of private firms or individuals qualified to
perform appraisals or reappraisals of property for
tax purposes in the commonwealth and shall make
such list available to assessors. In any case where
a city or town proposes to contract with any such
private firm or individual for such appraisal or
reappraisal services, such contract shall be with a
firm or individual determined by the commissioner
to be qualified to perform such services and said
contract shall be approved as to form and content
by the commissioner. Upon completion, he shall
certify that valuations established under such ap-
praisal or reappraisal of property for tax purposes
by any such firm in the commonwealth comply
with guidelines established under section one.
Firms or individuals aggrieved by a decision of the
commissioner that they are not qualified to per-
form appraisals or reappraisals of property for tax
purposes in the commonwealth may appeal such
decision to the appellate tax board.
He may cause an assessor to be prosecuted,
either in the county where said officer resides or in
an adjoining county, for any violation of law rela-
tive to assessment or classification of taxes for
which a penalty is imposed. He may appear be-
fore any court or before any board of county com-
missioners sitting for the abatement of taxes, or
before the appellate tax board.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 3. Amended by St. 1980, c.
261, § 4; St.1988, c. 200, § 1.
§ 2. Commissioner; annual lists to board of
assessors; classifications; objections;
appeal
The commissioner shall annually, on or before
April first of each year, forward to each board of
assessors a list of all corporations known to him to
be liable on January first of said year to taxation
under chapters fifty-nine, sixty A and sixty-three.
Such list shall indicate which of said corporations
have been classified by the commissioner as manu-
facturing corporations and shall contain such other
information as in his judgment will assist such
boards of assessors in the assessment of taxes. The
operation of a solid waste disposal facility, as de-
fined in section eighteen of chapter sixteen, or the
production of any material or other product there-
from which is usable or marketable shall not be
deemed to be a manufacturing activity for the
purposes of this section.
Any person aggrieved by any classification made
by the commissioner under any provision of chap-
ters fifty-nine and sixty-three or by any action taken
by the commissioner under this section may, on or
before April thirtieth of said year or the thirtieth
day after such list is sent out by the commissioner,
whichever is later, file an application with the
appellate tax board on a form approved by it,
stating therein the classification claimed.
The appellate tax board shall, within ten days
after the decision on said application, give written
notice thereof to the applicant. The decision of the
board shall be binding upon the parties to any
proceeding pending or brought before it which
involves a tax for the year to which the decision is
applicable. For the purpose of this section, "per-
son" shall include a board of assessors.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 18; St.1941, c. 726, § 2;
St.1953, c. 654, § 5; St.1958, c. 490, § 1; St.1965, c.
696, § 1; St.1969, c. 537, § 1; St.1975, c. 102; St.1975,
c. 684, § 31; St.1978, c. 514, § 35.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1867. c. 188, § 2.
St. 1870, c. 144, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 13, §§ 3,4.
R.L.1902, c. 14, § 4.
St. 1906, c. 271, § 1.
St. 1908, c. 468.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 3, § 4.
St. 1914, c. 198, § 2.
§ 3. Commissioner; assistance to local asses-
sors
In order to assist the assessors in the perform-
ance of their duties, the commissioner shall pre-
pare, issue and periodically revise guides for local
assessors. Such guides shall include the rules,
regulations, and guidelines of the commissioner
relative to the assessment, classification and ad-
ministration of local taxes, an appraisal manual
and, in addition, may include special studies, cost
and price schedules, news and reference bulletins
and digests of laws relating to local taxation. He
shall prepare and issue such other printed instruc-
tions to the assessors which are adapted to varying
local circumstances and to differences in the char-
acter and condition of property subject to local
taxation as he shall deem necessary.
He shall conduct or sponsor in-service, pre-entry,
and intern training programs on the technical,
legal, and administrative aspects of the assessment
process and may require assessors to attend such
programs. Such programs shall include but not be
limited to training required to meet minimum stan-
dards of assessment and classification performance
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established in accordance with section one. The
commissioner may contract with educational insti-
tutions or appropriate professional associations to
provide such training programs. He shall develop,
prescribe, and require the use of all forms neces-
sary for administration of the laws relating to the
taxation of property. So far as practicable, the
forms shall be uniform, but nothing herein shall be
deemed to prevent the prescribing of substitute or
additional forms where special circumstances re-
quire.
He shall annually, on or about January first,
furnish to each board of assessors all the informa-
tion relating to the assessment, classification, valu-
ation and ownership of property taxable in their
town that has come into possession of his depart-
ment, particularly under chapter sixty-five and six-
ty-five C.
He shall cause a representative of his office to
visit every city or town to give to the assessors such
assistance as may be authorized or required by
law.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 19; St.1963, c. 660, § 5;
St. 1971, c. 926; St.1974, c. 740; St.1975, c. 684, § 32;
St. 1977, c. 992, § 1; St.1978, c. 580, §§ 2, 3; St.1979, c.
797, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1908, c. 550, § 4.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 3, § 6.
St.l914,c. 198, § 2.
St.1919, c. 350, §§ 54, 55.
§ 4. Noncompliance by assessors
Whenever it appears to the commissioner that
the property, or any part thereof, in any town is not
valued for taxation according to the first paragraph
of section thirty-eight of chapter fifty-nine, and that
such failure to comply with the law is the result of
failure of the city or town to meet the minimum
standards prescribed by the commissioner under
the provisions of section one, including but not
limited to minimum standards for keeping records
of valuation, classification and ownership, produc-
tion and maintenance of tax maps, and use of the
opinions guides, manuals or other information fur-
nished the assessors under the provisions of sec-
tions one A and three by the commissioner, or is
due to failure on the part of its assessors, or any of
them, to properly examine the records of the regis-
try of deeds and probate court, he shall forthwith
direct said assessors to meet the minimum stan-
dards required, to make use of the opinions,
guides, manuals or other information furnished by
him, and to make such examinations of the records
of the registry of deeds and probate court as he
deems necessary to correct the failure of the town
to value any or all of the property for taxation
according to law. On failure by the assessors, or
any of them, to comply with such directions of the
commissioner, for any reason, he shall forthwith
notify the mayor or the selectmen, in writing, of
said failure and of any requirements which he
deems necessary or expedient to insure proper
performance, valuation and classification of prop-
erty for taxation according to law. Such notice
shall contain a statement that failure of the town to
comply with such requirements will result in court
action.
At the request of local assessors, he shall contract
on behalf of the city or town for engineering,
professional or technical services for the installa-
tion of such record keeping system, the production
and installation of tax maps, the appraisal or reap-
praisal of property, or such other action as is
required for the town to meet the minimum stan-
dards prescribed.
Amended by St.1978, c. 580, § 4; St.1979, c. 797, § 5;
St.1980, c. 261, §§ 5,6.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1908, c. 550, § 3.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 3, § 7.
§ 4A. Continued non-compliance with mini-
mum standards by cities or towns;
contracts by commissioner; court or-
ders
If such city or town fails, within a reasonable
time, to comply with the notice and requirements
of the commissioner and continues to fail to meet
the minimum standards provided in section one
and to value property for taxation in violation of
section thirty-eight of chapter fifty-nine, (a) the
commissioner may contract on behalf of the city or
town to provide engineering, professional or tech-
nical services for the installation of such record
keeping systems, the production and installation of
tax maps, the appraisal or reappraisal of property,
or such other action as he has required for the
town to meet the minimum standards prescribed,
or (b) a single justice of the supreme judicial court
may, on the petition of the commissioner, order the
mayor or selectmen to comply with the require-
ments of the commissioner or order its assessors to
value property for taxation at its fair cash valuation
and to classify real property according to use and
to meet the minimum standards necessary to ac-
complish this within a definite period of time to be
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determined by the court. The commissioner shall
file with his petition copies of his directions to the
assessors and of his notice to the mayor or select-
men under the provisions of section four, together
with such other evidence in his possession which
he has collected in accordance with sections one A
and six as will be helpful to the court in determin-
ing whether or not such an order should be issued.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 5. Amended by St. 1980, c.
261, § 6A.
§ 4B. Compliance with court orders by cities or
towns; provision of services by com-
missioner
A city or town whose mayor or selectmen and
assessors have been ordered by the court under
section four A to comply with the requirements of
the commissioner may request said commissioner
to provide engineering, professional or technical
services for the installation of such record keeping
systems, the production and installation of tax
maps, the appraisal or reappraisal of property, the
classification of property, or such other action as
may be necessary for such city or town to comply
with such court order.
Added by St. 1 979, c. 797, § 5.
§ 4C. Costs of services provided by commis-
sioner
Whenever the commissioner provides any service
under the provisions of section four, four A or four
B, the costs of such services shall be incurred by
the commonwealth; and payment therefor shall be
deducted by the state treasurer under the provi-
sions of section twenty A of chapter fifty-eight from
any amount distributable or payable by the com-
monwealth to such city or town.
Whenever, in the opinion of the commissioner, it
is necessary for an assessor to attend any training
program under the provisions of section three, the
registration fees, costs of study material and neces-
sary travel expense shall be paid by the city, town
or district of such assessor.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 5. Amended by St. 1980, c.
261, § 7.
§ 5. Notices and lists; instructing assessors
The commissioner shall annually give instruc-
tions for preparing the notice and bringing in the
lists required by section twenty-nine of chapter
fifty-nine, and shall prescribe forms therefor so
arranged that the statement of the person bringing
in such a list will include all assessable property
held by him. The commissioner shall cause to be
printed and distributed to assessors forms for the
lists and statements required therein relative to
property held for literary, temperance, benevolent,
charitable or scientific purposes.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1882, c. 217, § 3.
St. 1894, c. 294.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 42.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 42.
St. 1909, c. 515.
§ 6. Real estate values; collecting information
The commissioner may collect and tabulate in-
formation as to the classification, sales price and
fair cash value of real estate in the several towns.
For this purpose he may require assessors to fur-
nish him with any information in their possession,
may consult persons likely to have knowledge as to
the classification, sales price and fair cash value of
separate parcels of real estate, and may examine
probate and other relevant records.
Amended by St.1978, c. 580, § 5; St.1979, c. 797, § 6.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1917, c. 171.
§ 7. Unpaid taxes; obtaining information; affi-
davits
The commissioner shall from time to time secure
information as to any unpaid taxes in any town,
may examine the books, records and papers of
collectors and assessors, and of other town officers,
and may require them to make reports to him.
The commissioner may annually obtain from lo-
cal officials at the expense of the commonwealth
copies of all affidavits executed under section thir-
ty-six of chapter fifty-one, and shall include the
information obtained from such affidavits in any
examination of tax records so as to insure the
payment of taxes by all domiciliaries of the com-
monwealth. The commissioner shall also forward
a copy of such list of residents to the registrar of
motor vehicles.
Amended by St. 1983, c. 233, § 10.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1912, c. 272, § 1.
§§ 7A to 7E. Repealed, 1979, 797, Sec. 7
§ 8. Delinquent collections; proceedings by at-
torney general; abatement of certain tax-
es, etc.; expedited abatement procedure
for abandoned real property
Whenever it appears to the commissioner that at
the end of two years from the commitment of any
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warrant to a collector any taxes upon such warrant
remain uncollected, or if collected have not been
turned over to the town treasurer, the commission-
er shall within three months bring the matter to the
attention of the attorney general, who may bring or
cause to be brought an action of contract in the
name of the town against the collector and upon
his bond, in the superior court for the county
where the town lies. Any amount recovered under
this section shall be paid into the treasury of the
town in whose name the action is prosecuted; but
all reasonable expenses incurred by the attorney
general in any such action shall be borne by the
town, and may be recovered from it by the com-
monwealth in contract. If, at any time after any
tax, assessment, rate or other charge has been
committed to a collector such tax, assessment, rate
or charge, or any interest thereon or costs relative
thereto, remains unpaid and the commissioner is of
the opinion that such tax, assessment, rate, charge,
costs or interest should be abated, he may, in
writing, authorize the assessors or the board or
officer assessing such tax, assessment, rate or
charge, to abate any part or the whole of such tax,
assessment, rate, charge, costs or interest, whether
or not the same is secured by a tax title held by the
town. Whenever in the opinion of the commission-
er, the assessors or the board or officer assessing a
tax, assessment, rate or charge have made an obvi-
ous clerical error and such tax, assessment, rate or
charge has been paid, the commissioner may, in
writing, authorize the assessors or such board or
officer to abate any part or the whole of such tax,
assessment, rate or charge for a period not to
exceed the three fiscal years preceding the year of
the application to the commissioner; provided,
however, that no interest shall be due in connec-
tion with any such abatement. The assessors or
the board or officer aforesaid may thereupon make
the abatement authorized and enter the same in
their or his record of abatements, making reference
in said record to such authorization as the cause or
reason for the abatement. If there is more than
one such tax, assessment, rate or charge, the abate-
ment may be authorized and made either by items
or by a sum total, stated in such written authoriza-
tion. Whenever authority to abate is granted un-
der this section, the commissioner shall forthwith
give written notice of the grant of such authority to
the collector, and, if the tax, assessment, rate,
charge, costs, or interest involved is secured by a
tax title held by the town, also to the treasurer.
The commissioner shall make and from time to
time revise, rules, regulations and guidelines nec-
essary for establishing an expedited procedure for
granting authority to abate taxes, assessments,
rates, charges, costs or interest under this section
in such cases as the commissioner determines are
in the public interest and shall from time to time
for such periods as the commissioner considers
appropriate authorize the assessors or the board
or officer assessing the tax, assessment, rate or
charge to grant these abatements. No abatement
authorized by these procedures shall be granted
unless the assessors or board or officer shall certi-
fy, in writing, under pains and penalties of perjury
that the procedures have been followed. The
commissioner shall require yearly reports and au-
dits of these abatements by assessors or boards or
officers that the commissioner considers necessary
to ensure that any authority granted under this
paragraph has been properly exercised and shall
withdraw this grant of authority to the particular
assessors, board or officer upon his written deter-
mination that the authority has been improperly
exercised. The commissioner may make and from
time to time revise, reasonable rules, regulations
and guidelines that he considers necessary to car-
ry out this paragraph.
Amended by St.1935, c. 322, § 1; St.1945, c. 351, § 2;
St.1953, c. 654, § 6; St.1978, c. 514, § 37; St.1984, c.
465, § 1; St.1986, c. 353; St.1989, c. 341, § 30; St.1990,
c. 490; St.2010, c. 188, § 38, eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1912, c. 272, §§ 2,3.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 33.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St.1922, c. 34.
St.1923, c. 283.
St.l931,c. 133.
§ 8A. Paraplegic veterans; surviving spouses;
abatement of taxes; reimbursement of
municipalities
The state treasurer shall annually reimburse each
city and town for the amount of taxes lost by such
city or town through an abatement to a paraplegic
veteran or the surviving spouse of such paraplegic
veteran, authorized by the commissioner of reve-
nue and granted under the provisions of section
eight.
Added by St. 1951, c. 500. Amended by St. 1957, c. 687;
St.1977, c. 727; St.1977, c. 889, § 1; St.1978, c. 514,
§ 38.
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§ 8B. Reimbursement claims by cities and
towns; filing; time limitation
All reimbursement claims to which a city or town
may be entitled on account of exemptions and
abatements granted under section five of chapter
fifty-nine shall be filed with the commissioner of
revenue on or before the end of the fiscal year to
which said claims relate.
Added by St. 1974, c. 487, § 1. Amended by St. 1978, c.
514, § 39.
§ 8C. Affordable housing sites; abatement of
real estate tax obligations
A city or town may establish, relative to sites or
portions of sites that will be used as affordable
housing, as defined in section 1 of chapter 60, or
affordable housing and commercial, an agreement
between the city or town and the developer of said
sites or portions of sites, regarding the abatement
of up to 75 per cent of the real estate tax obli-
gations and up to 100 per cent of the outstanding
interest and penalties on said sites or portions of
sites, if the commissioner has approved in writing
the request of the city or town to grant the abate-
ment. Upon the written request of a city or town
to grant such an abatement, the commissioner
shall make a determination within 30 days from
the date of the receipt of the request or the request
shall be deemed approved. The agreement, for the
purpose of developing affordable housing on such
sites and redevelopment in such communities, shall
include, but shall not be limited to, the amount
outstanding, the per cent of interest to accrue if
determined applicable by the parties, the descrip-
tion of quantifiable monthly payments, the incep-
tion date of such payments, the date of the final
payment, late penalties, the number of affordable
units, and any other contractual obligations ar-
ranged between the parties. The terms of repay-
ment shall be set at the discretion of the municipal-
ity and shall be included in the agreement between
the parties. A city or town that accepts this section
shall adopt an ordinance or by-law specifying the
method for negotiating and approving agreements
under this section. Copies of each such agreement
shall be signed by the municipal officer required by
the ordinance or by-law and by the owner of the
property in question, notarized, attested to by the
city or town clerk, and provided to the department
of housing and community development, the com-
missioner, the city council or board of selectmen,
and the owners of the property in question. An
abatement under this paragraph may be granted
only for a new owner of a parcel who is not liable
for any of the outstanding charges secured by the
municipality's lien. This section shall take effect in
any city or town only upon its acceptance by such
city or town. The commissioner, in consultation
with the department of housing and community
development, may make, and from time to time
revise, such reasonable rules and regulations that
are consistent with provisions of the preceding
paragraph as he deems necessary to carry out the
provisions of this paragraph.
Added by St.2002, c. 2, § 1.
§ 9. Proposed equalized valuation; establish-
ment
In the year nineteen hundred and sixty-six and in
every second year thereafter, the commissioner
shall, on or before June first, determine and estab-
lish for each city and town a proposed equalized
valuation which shall be the fair cash value of all
property in such city or town subject to local taxa-
tion as of January first in such year.
Added by St. 1966, c. 14, § 43. Amended by St.1978, c.
514, § 40; St.1987, c. 712, § 1.
§ 10. Determination of equalized valuation
In determining the equalized valuations required
by section nine, the commissioner shall make and
issue such comprehensive assessment ratio studies
of the average level of assessment, the degrees of
assessment, uniformity, and over-all compliance
with assessment and classification requirements for
each major class of property in each city and town
of the commonwealth as he shall deem appropriate
to indicate the degree of compliance with the law
and rules and regulations for the assessment and
classification of property in each city and town.
For the purposes of this section, the commission-
er shall collect and tabulate information relative to
all sales of real estate and shall also cause apprais-
als to be made of properties of various classes in
each city and town sufficient in number and so
selected, by random sampling or otherwise, as to
(a) confirm the assessment ratio derived from sell-
ing prices, (b) assist in determining assessment
ratio wherever the number of sales is insufficient to
represent all properties of any specific class in a
city or town, (c) provide a substitute for selling
prices of properties of a unique character or which
are sold at infrequent intervals, and (d) establish an
assessment ratio for personal property assessed in
each city or town.
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The commissioner may require from state, city
and town officers and from individual property
owners such returns and statements relative to the
amount and value of taxable property and the
income derived therefrom in the several cities and
towns as he deems necessary. If a city or town
fails to submit such information in its possession or
which it can reasonably be expected to obtain as
the commissioner requests in writing for use in
determining the equalized valuations required by
section nine and such failure continues for thirty
days after such written request, such city or town
shall not have a right to submit testimony to the
commissioner as provided under section ten A and
the decision of the commissioner with respect to
such city or town shall be final.
Added by St. 1966, c. 14, § 43. Amended by St.1968, c.
256, § 1; St.1978, c. 514, § 41; St. 1978, c. 580, § 7;
St. 1979, c. 797, § 8.
§ 10A. Proposed equalized valuation; notice
and hearing; changes
On or before June tenth, in each year in which
an equalization is to be established, the commis-
sioner shall hold a public hearing on the proposed
equalized valuations. He shall send written notice
thereof, together with a copy of the proposed
equalized valuations, to the assessors of each city
and town on or before June first of such year. The
commissioner may, on the basis of any new infor-
mation furnished to him at such hearing or other-
wise, change the proposed equalized valuation of
any city or town. Notice of any change shall be
sent to the assessors of such city or town on or
before July twentieth next following.
Added bv St. 1966, c. 14, § 43. Amended by St.1978, c.
514, § 42; St.1979, c. 283, § 1; St. 1982," c. 47, § 1.
§ 10B. Appeal to appellate tax board
On or before August tenth next following, a city
or town aggrieved by the equalized valuation estab-
lished by the commissioner under sections nine
and ten A may appeal the determination of the
commissioner to the appellate tax board. The ap-
pellant shall have the burden of proving that the
equalized valuation of such city or town is substan-
tially different from the commissioner's determina-
tion. Every such appeal shall be decided by the
board not later than January twentieth of the year
next following the year in which it is filed. If the
board fails to act upon an appeal within said time,
it shall be deemed to be a denial of such appeal.
The decision of the board shall be final.
Added by St. 1966, c. 14, § 43. Amended by St.1978, c.
514, § 42; St.1979, c. 283, § 2; St. 1982, c. 47, §§ 2, 3.
§ IOC. Final equalization and apportionment;
establishment; report to general
court
On or before January thirty-first of the year next
following the year for which an equalization is to
be established, the commissioner shall, on the basis
of the equalized valuations determined under sec-
tions nine and ten A, as modified by the appellate
tax board under section ten B, establish a final
equalization and apportionment upon the several
cities and towns as of January first of such year of
the fair cash value of all property in the common-
wealth subject to local taxation, the fair cash value
of all such property in each city and town, the ratio
which the fair cash value of all such property in
each city or town bears to the fair cash value of all
such property in the commonwealth, and the pro-
portion of county tax, which should be assessed
upon each city and town. Prior to establishing a
final equalization and apportionment, the commis-
sioner shall add to the equalized valuations so
determined the fair cash value ol all property sub-
ject to the excise imposed by section ten of chapter
one hundred and twenty-one A and said property
shall, for the purpose of this section only, be
deemed property subject to local taxation. The fair
cash value of said property shall be established by
the commissioner at an amount no higher than that
which would result if the owner thereof were pay-
ing a tax under the provisions of chapter fifty-nine
equal to the total payments made to the city or
town under chapter one hundred and twenty-one A
in the most recent calendar year, and if all proper-
ty actually subject to local taxation in such city or
town were being assessed at the equalized valua-
tion determined by the commissioner hereunder.
The equalized valuations and apportionments so
established shall be the basis for all state, county or
district assessments, distributions and appropriated
grants and reimbursements which are based on
equalized valuations and apportionments, in the
next two-year period and until another equalization
and apportionment has been established.
Added by St. 1966, c. 14, § 43. Amended by St. 1974, c.
492, § 5; St.1978, c. 514, § 42; St.1979, c. 383, § 1;
St. I 980, c. 403, § 1; St. 1980, c. 456, § 1; St. 1 982, c. 47,
§§ 4, 5; St.2004, c. 262, §§ 5, 6, eff. Aug. 9, 2004.
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Repealed
§§ 11,12. Repealed, 1941, 609, Sec. 1
§ 13. Valuation of certain state and county
lands
In 2005 and every fourth year thereafter, the
commissioner shall, on or before June first, deter-
mine as of January first the fair cash value as
hereinafter provided of all land in every town
owned by the commonwealth and used for the
purposes of a fish hatchery, game preserve or wild
life sanctuary, a state military camp ground, the
Soldiers' Home in Massachusetts, the Soldiers'
Home in Holyoke, a state forest, the University of
Massachusetts, or a public institution under the
department of correction, the department of edu-
cation, the department of mental health, the de-
partment of developmental services, the depart-
ment of public health, the department of public
welfare, or the department of youth services, land
owned by the commonwealth known as the Wachu-
sett Mountain State Reservation and the Mount
Greylock State Reservation, Blue Hills Reservation,
and the Middlesex Fells Reservation and of all land
owned by the commonwealth and under the care
and control of the department of environmental
management and used for recreational or conser-
vation purposes; and of all land held by the county
commissioners for hospital purposes under sec-
tions seventy-eight to ninety, inclusive, of chapter
one hundred and eleven; and of all land held by
the department of environmental protection for use
as a solid waste disposal facility under sections
eighteen through twenty-four, inclusive, of chapter
sixteen; and of any land acquired by the low-level
radioactive waste management board pursuant to
paragraph (g) of section twenty-three of chapter
one hundred and eleven H.
As used in this section, "land" shall not include
buildings, structures, improvements or other things
erected thereon or affixed thereto.
The determination of value made under this sec-
tion shall be in such detail as to lots, subdivisions
or acreage as the commissioner may deem neces-
sary. To assist in making such determination the
commissioner may require oral or written informa-
tion from any officer or agent of the common-
wealth or of any county or town therein and from
any other inhabitant thereof, and may require such
information to be on oath. Such officers, agents
and persons, so far as able, shall furnish the com-
missioner with the required information in such
form as he may indicate, within fifteen days after
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being so requested by him. No reimbursements
hereunder on account of lands owned by the com-
monwealth and under the care and control of the
department of conservation and recreation and
used for recreational or conservation purposes
shall be made from the Inland Fisheries and Game
Fund.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 20; St. 1945, c. 564;
St.1953, c. 654, § 9; St.1955, c. 467; St.1956, c. 701,
§ 1; St.1960, c. 593, § 1; St.1969, c. 834, § 3; St.1969,
c. 838, § 9; St.1971, c. 984, § 1; St.1974, c. 492, § 6;
St.1975, c. 706, §§ 108, 109; St.1978, c. 514, §§ 43, 44;
St.1986, c. 599, § 18; St.1987, c. 549, § 2; St.1987, c.
584, § 15A; St.1990, c. 177, § 131; St.2003, c. 26, § 187,
cff. July 1, 2003; St.2004, c. 262, § 7, eff. Aug. 9, 2004;
St.2004, c. 352, § 23, eff. Sept. 17, 2004; St.2005, c. 106,
§ 12, eff. Oct. 20, 2005; St.2008, c. 451, § 47, eff. Jan. 5,
2009.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 607, §§ 1,2.
St.l921,c. 486, § 15.
St.1923, c. 271, § 1.
St.l931,c. 426, § 179.
§ 14. Notice to assessors; hearings
The commissioner, not later than June 1 of each
year in which he makes such a determination, shall
notify the assessors of each city or town where the
commonwealth owns, or the county commissioners
hold, land for the purposes stated in this section, of
his determination of the value of such land in such
city or town. He shall hold a public hearing on
such valuation on or before June 10 next following
and shall include notice of the public hearing in the
notification of his determination to the assessors.
The commissioner may, on the basis of any new
information furnished to him at the hearing or
otherwise, change the valuation of any such land in
a city or town. Notice of any such change shall be
sent to the assessors of the city or town on or
before July 20 next following. A board of assessors
aggrieved by a determination of the value of any
land as valued under section 13 or 15 may make a
written application for a correction to the appellate
tax board on or before August 10 next following,
setting forth the grounds for correction. Not later
than January 20 of the year next following the year
in which it is filed, the board shall, upon the basis
of such application or after the assessors' hearing,
as the board may determine, make a finding wheth-
er the commissioner acted in accordance with sec-
tion 13. If the board finds that the commissioner
failed so to act, it shall thereupon make a determi-
nation of value in accordance with section 13 and
shall notify the board of assessors and the commis-
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sioner of its determination, and its decision shall be
conclusive.
With respect to the determination of the value of
land held by the division of watershed management
in the department of conservation and recreation
for the purposes named in section 5G of chapter
59, the commissioner shall send the notice of such
valuations required by this section to be sent to the
assessors of each city or town where such land is
held to the division and the division may, if ag-
grieved by a determination of the value of such
land, also apply for a correction to the appellate
tax board. Any application by the assessors and
division for correction of the valuation of land held
for the purposes named in said section 5G of said
chapter 59 shall be made and acted upon in the
manner provided in this section, except that every
application shall name as appellees the commis-
sioner of revenue and all parties, other than the
appellant, to whom notice of valuation was re-
quired to be sent. Any notices issued by the appel-
late tax board shall be sent to the appellant and all
named appellees.
Amended by St. 1939, c. 451, § 15; St.1953, c. 654, § 10;
St.1974, c. 492, § 6; St. 1978, c. 514, § 45; St.1981, c.
506; St.2004, c. 262, § 8, eff. Aug. 9, 2004.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 607, § 3.
St.191 1, c. 478, § 2.
St.1923, c. 271, § 2.
St.1930, c. 416, § 5.
§ 15. Effect of determination; newly acquired
land; state forests
The valuation determined under sections thirteen
and fourteen shall be in effect for the purposes of
sections seventeen and seventeen A during the year
in which such valuation is made and the 3 succeed-
ing years, and until another valuation is made
under said sections thirteen and fourteen, except
that whenever land is acquired by the common-
wealth or by county commissioners for the pur-
poses set forth in section thirteen the commissioner
shall adopt the assessed valuation of said land
made in the year last preceding such acquisition,
and such assessed valuation shall be the valuation
of the land for the purposes of said sections seven-
teen and seventeen A, until a new valuation is
made by the commissioner or by the appellate tax
board under said section thirteen or fourteen; pro-
vided, that as to land used for a state forest such
assessed valuation shall be reduced by deducting
therefrom the value of all forest products removed
from such land between January first on which it
was last assessed and January first in the year for
which the reimbursement is to be made, the
amount thereof to be certified annually before Feb-
ruary first to the commissioner by the director of
the division of forests and parks in the department
of environmental management.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 21; St. 1941, c. 490, § 14;
St.1953, c. 654, § 11; St.1975, c. 706, § 110; St.1978, c.
514, § 46; St.2004, c. 262, § 9, eff. Aug. 9, 2004.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 607, § 4.
St. 1911, c. 478, § 3.
St. 1921, c. 282, § 1.
St.1923, c. 271, § 3.
St.1930, c. 416, § 6.
§ 15A. Exemptions for certain state lands
Notwithstanding any contrary provision of sec-
tions thirteen to seventeen, inclusive, land owned
by the commonwealth for any of the purposes
named in section thirteen which at the time of its
acquisition by the commonwealth was exempt from
local taxation, except land under the care and
control of the division of fisheries and wildlife and
used as a game preserve or wildlife sanctuary and
which was at the time of its acquisition by the
commonwealth under the care and control of the
federal government, shall not be included in any
determination of valuation under sections thirteen,
fourteen or fifteen or in any statement under sec-
tion sixteen or in any reimbursement under section
seventeen.
Added by St. 1956, c. 701, § 1A. Amended by St. 1963, c.
584, § 3; St.1975, c. 706, § 111.
§ 16. Annual statements; state treasurer
In every year, not later than August first, the
commissioner shall deliver to the state treasurer a
statement as to the value of land owned by the
commonwealth for the purposes named in section
thirteen in each town, and of the amount of money
to be paid to each of such towns as determined by
the following section.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 607, § 5.
SU931.C. 426, § 180.
§ 17. Rate of reimbursement
The treasurer in every year, not later than No-
vember twentieth, shall reimburse each town in
which the commonwealth owns lands for the pur-
poses named in section thirteen an amount in lieu
of taxes upon the value of such land as reported to
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him by the commissioner under the preceding sec-
tion, determined by multiplying each thousand dol-
lars of valuation or fractional part thereof by the
rate provided for under section fifty-eight of chap-
ter sixty-three.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 607, § 6.
St.l911,c. 478, § 4.
St. 1922, c. 54, § 1.
§ 1 7A. County tuberculosis hospitals; taxation
The assessors of any town in which county com-
missioners hold land for the purposes set forth in
section thirteen shall assess such land to the county
in the annual valuation and tax list at the value
determined by the commissioner or the appellate
tax board under section thirteen or fourteen, or
adopted by the commissioner as provided in sec-
tion fifteen, and at the tax rate of the town for that
year. If notification as provided in said section
fourteen is not received by the assessors in time to
make the assessment in the manner above provid-
ed, the land shall be assessed at said value under
the provisions of section seventy-five of chapter
fifty-nine. The tax bill for land so assessed shall be
sent to the county treasurer who shall pay the same
from funds available for carrying out the provisions
of section eighty-five of said chapter one hundred
and eleven, and such payment shall be deemed a
part of the cost of hospital maintenance for said
year within the meaning of said section eighty-five.
Amended by St.1939, c. 451, § 26; St.1953, c. 654, § 12;
St.1978, c. 514, § 47.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1923, c. 271, § 4.
St.1930, c. 416, § 7.
§ 17B. Property taken for flood control; loss of
taxes; reimbursement
The state treasurer shall annually, not later than
November twentieth, upon certification by the
commissioner as hereinafter provided, pay to each
town in which property has been taken for flood
control reservoirs by the commonwealth under any
act, or the United States pursuant to consent grant-
ed by the commonwealth under chapter two hun-
dred and eighty-four of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-nine, chapter five hundred and
ninety-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
forty-eight and chapter six hundred and thirteen of
the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-six, an
amount determined by the commissioner as tax
losses resulting from the takings. Such losses of
taxes as determined by the commissioner shall be
based on the then current tax rate in each town in
which property has been taken for flood control
reservoirs and on the average assessed valuation
for a period of five years prior to the acquisition of
said land; provided, however, that whenever a
town wherein a flood control reservoir or portion
thereof is located shall have made a general revalu-
ation of property subject to the annual municipal
taxes for such town, the commissioner may use
such revaluation for determining the taxes for
which payment shall be made. Said commissioner
shall annually ascertain said valuation and the
amount to be paid to each town, and shall certify
the same to the state treasurer not later than No-
vember first.
Added by St. 1945, c. 592, § 1. Amended by St.1953, c.
654, § 13; St.1959, c. 412, § 1; St.1961, c. 468, § 1;
St.1978, c. 514, § 48; St.1978, c. 580, § 8; St.1979, c.
797, § 9.
§ 17C. Forest Products Trust Fund
A Forest Products Trust Fund shall be estab-
lished on the books of the commonwealth. This
fund shall be used to disburse payments to cities
and towns within whose boundaries exist state
owned forest land. The commissioner of the de-
partment of environmental management with the
approval of the secretary of environmental affairs
shall develop forest management plans for all for-
est land owned by the commonwealth, its agencies,
commissions or authorities, with the exception of
land owned by the Massachusetts Water Resources
Authority.
(a) Fifty percent of all revenue received by the
removal of forest products on land acquired by the
commonwealth on or after June 1, 1987 shall be
deposited in the Forest Products Trust Fund. Such
funds shall be dispersed to those municipalities
within whose boundaries the removal of forest
products occurs in an amount equal to fifty percent
of the revenue received by the commonwealth.
(b) Eight percent of all revenue received by the
removal of forest products on land acquired by the
commonwealth before June 1, 1987 shall be depos-
ited in the Forest Products Trust Fund. Such
funds shall be dispersed to those municipalities
within whose boundaries the removal of forest
products occurs in an amount equal to eight per-
cent of the revenue received by the commonwealth.
Added by St. 1991, c. 138, § 234. Amended by St.2003, c.
26, § 188, eff. July 1,2003.
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§ 18. Repealed, 1969, 546, Sec. 6
§ 18A. Repealed, 1990, 268, Sec. 1
§ 18B. Distribution of highway fund; notifica-
tion of amount required; fractions
The state treasurer, without further appropria-
tion and upon certification of the commissioner,
shall annually distribute to the several cities and
towns in accordance with the provisions of section
thirty-one of chapter eighty-one that portion of the
Highway Fund allocated therefor. Said amount
shall be distributed in four equal payments. Said
payments shall be made annually, in each fiscal
year, on or before September thirtieth, December
thirty-first, March thirty-first and June thirtieth.
The commissioner of highways shall notify the
commissioner of revenue of the estimated amounts
required to be distributed under this section. The
commissioner of revenue shall include said
amounts in his notification to the assessors of each
city and town under section twenty-five A and said
amounts shall be included by the assessors in esti-
mated receipts in determining the rate of taxation
to be levied upon taxable property in each city and
town.
If upon any date of distribution the amount avail-
able for distribution under this section is insuffi-
cient to make the full distributions required by said
section thirty-one of said chapter eighty-one, the
distributions thereunder shall be the amount other-
wise due each city or town under said section
multiplied by a fraction, the numerator of which
shall be the amount available for distribution under
this section and the denominator shall be the total
amount otherwise due for the several cities and
towns under the provisions of said section thirty-
one of said chapter eighty-one. If upon any date of
distribution the amount available for distribution
under this section exceeds the amount necessary to
make the full distributions required by said section
thirty-one of chapter eighty-one, the distributions
thereunder shall be the amount otherwise due each
city or town under said section thirty-one of chap-
ter eighty-one increased by an amount which shall
be the total amount available for distribution less
the total amount required for distribution multi-
plied by a fraction, the numerator of which shall be
the amount otherwise due each city or town under
said section thirty-one of chapter eighty-one and
the denominator of which shall be the amount
otherwise due the several cities and towns under
said section.
Added by St. 1971, c. 497, § 13. Amended by St. 1974, c.
492, § 9; St. 1978, c. 514, §§ 52, 53; St.1987, c. 737, § 3;
St.l991,c. 552, § 39.
§ 18C. Distribution of Local Aid Fund
Commencing with fiscal year nineteen hundred
and ninety-three and continuing thereafter, the
state treasurer shall, subject to appropriation and
upon certification of the commissioner, annually
distribute the Local Aid Fund including, but not
limited to, forty percent of the sales tax, forty
percent of the income tax and forty percent of the
corporate income tax as well as the balance of the
State Lottery Fund, in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section. The distribution shall be
made in four equal payments. Said payments shall
be made annually, in each fiscal year, on or before
September thirtieth, December thirty-first, March
thirty-first and June thirtieth.
(1) The amount distributed under this section to
any city or town shall not be less than one hundred
percent of the sum of the total amounts actually
received by such city or town under sections eigh-
teen A and eighteen C of chapter fifty-eight ' and
section thirty-five of chapter ten for the preceding
fiscal year, unless the amount credited to the Local
Aid Fund in the current fiscal year is less than the
amount credited to the Local Aid Fund, as certified
by the commissioner in the preceding fiscal year.
(2) In the event that the amount credited to the
Local Aid Fund and appropriated to cities and
towns in any fiscal year is greater than the amount
credited to the Local Aid Fund and appropriated to
cities and towns in the preceding fiscal year, the
excess shall be distributed to each city and town as
determined by the secretary of administration with
the advice and consent of the local government
advisory committee operating pursuant to section
sixty-two of chapter three.
The distribution shall be made such that each
city and town shall receive some portion of the
excess funds and such that no city or town shall
receive less than such city or town received in the
previous fiscal year.
(3) In the event that the amount credited to the
Local Aid Fund and appropriated in any fiscal year
to cities and towns is less than the amount credited
to the Local Aid Fund and appropriated to cities
and towns in the preceding fiscal year, then such
deficiency shall be applied against each city and
367
58 § 18C MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
town, such that the distribution to each city and
town in the current fiscal year shall equal the
distribution in the previous fiscal year, multiplied
by a fraction, the numerator of which shall be the
total amount available for distribution in the cur-
rent year and the denominator of which shall be
the total amount distributed in the previous fiscal
year.
(4) Notwithstanding clause Forty-first of section
7 of chapter 4 or any other general or special law
to the contrary, the commissioner of revenue or
any official responsible for a local reimbursement
or assistance program reported by said commis-
sioner pursuant to section 25A shall use, as appro-
priate, the most recent city and town population
estimates of the United States Bureau of the Cen-
sus in calculating distributions or assessments un-
der local reimbursement or assistance programs.
Such distribution programs shall include, but not
be limited to, the chapter 70 school aid program,
and aid to regional public libraries. Such assess-
ments shall include, but not be limited to, air
pollution control districts, the metropolitan area
planning council, the old colony planning council,
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
and any other entity for which said commissioner
is required to give notice pursuant to said section
25A.
Added by St. 1990, c. 268, § 3. Amended by St.1996, c.
450, § 106; St.2001,c. 177, § 18.
• G.L. c. 58, § 18A has been repealed.
§ 18D. Pari-mutuel wager distribution
The state treasurer, upon certification by the
state racing commission, shall quarterly distribute
to each city and town within which racing meet-
ings are conducted, including racing meetings con-
ducted in connection with a state or county fair,
under licenses issued under the provisions of chap-
ter one hundred and twenty-eight A, the sum of .35
percent of the total pari-mutuel wager for each
such racetrack within said city or town for the
three months ending two quarters prior to the
quarter for which said distribution is being made,
which sum shall be allocated from the common-
wealth's share; provided, however, that if the par-
cel of land containing such racetrack is located in
two cities or towns, said sum shall be divided so
that two-thirds shall be distributed to the city or
town in which the major portion of said parcel is
located, and one-third shall be distributed to the
other city or town.
Added by St.1981, c. 558, § 5. Amended by St.1982, c.
549; St.1983, c. 594, § 2; St.1993, c. 110, § 108;
St.1993, c. 495, § 16; St.2003, c. 26, § 189, eff. Julv 1,
2003.
§ 18E. Repealed, 1990, 121, Sec. 23
§ 18F. Distributions to cities, towns, or region-
al school districts; receipt of certifica-
tion of prior financial reports
No distributions pursuant to sections eighteen A
and eighteen E shall be paid to cities or towns after
October first of the fiscal year by the state treasurer
until said treasurer receives certification from the
commissioner of revenue of said commissioner's
acceptance of the prior fiscal year's annual finan-
cial reports submitted pursuant to the provisions of
section forty-three of chapter forty-four.
In the case of regional school districts, distribu-
tions pursuant to chapters seventy, seventy-one,
seventy-one A, seventy-one B and seventy-four shall
not be paid by the state treasurer after October first
of the fiscal year until said state treasurer receives
certification from said commissioner of revenue of
the acceptance of the prior year's annual financial
reports as prescribed by the director of accounts.
Added by St. 1987, c. 737, § 5.
§ 19. Repealed, 1931, 428, Sec. 1
§ 20. Repealed, 1966, 14, Sec. 31
§ 20A. Deductions from sums payable to cities
and towns
If, at the time any amount is distributable or
payable by the commonwealth to any city or town,
there is due to the commonwealth any sum from
such city or town, for any service or cause whatso-
ever, such sum so due to the commonwealth shall
be deducted by the state treasurer from the amount
so distributable or payable to the city or town, and
shall be applied to the payment of the sum so due
to the commonwealth.
Added by St. 1936, c. 376, § 3. Amended by St. 1966, c.
14, § 34; St.1992, c. 133, § 381.
§§ 21 to 23. Repealed, 1934, 323, Sec. 1
§§ 24, 24A. Repealed, 1951, 641, Sec. 2
§ 25. Amounts due municipalities; determina-
tion; payment
The commissioner shall ascertain and determine
the amount due to each city and town under sec-
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tion eighteen A, notify the treasurer of each city
and town of the amount determined to be due to
such city or town, or that no amount is due, as the
case may be, and certify the amount as determined
to the state treasurer, who shall thereupon pay the
same in accordance with the provisions of said
sections.
Amended by St.1934, c. 323, § 3; St.1939, c. 451, § 17;
St.1941, c. 729, § 11; St.1945, c. 624, § 4; St.1945, c.
687; St.l951,c. 641, § 5; St.1953, c. 654, § 16; St.1966,
c. 14, § 35; St.1978, c. 514, § 56.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1865, c. 283, § 15.
P.S.1882.C. 13, § 58.
St. 1898, c. 578, §§ 4, 5.
R.L.1902, c. 14, § 62.
St. 1903, c. 437, § 87.
St.1906, c. 463, pt. 2, § 217; pt. 3, § 132.
St.1906, c. 516, § 21.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 3, § 65.
St.l921,c. 375, § 3.
St.1922, c. 362, § 2.
St. 1924, c. 206, § 2.
St.1930, c. 416, § 8.
§ 25A. Amounts due municipalities; annual es-
timates
Annually on or before March first, the commis-
sioner shall ascertain and determine the amount
due each city and town under sections eighteen A,
eighteen B, and eighteen C, and the common-
wealth's share of local reimbursement and assis-
tance programs as authorized by law and the
amount appropriated by the general court, includ-
ing, but not limited to, school building construc-
tion, school transportation, school lunches, edu-
cational programs, teachers' retirement pensions,
veteran's benefits, public health and housing and
urban renewal subsidies, and shall notify the asses-
sors of each city and town thereof. Annually on or
before February first each department, commis-
sion, board or other agency of the commonwealth
administering any local reimbursement or assis-
tance program included under this section for
which the commissioner is required to estimate the
amount to be received by each city or town shall,
upon the basis of information then available to it,
estimate and certify to the commissioner of reve-
nue the amount each city and town is to receive
from the commonwealth under such program dur-
ing the next fiscal year. Said assessors, in deter-
mining the rate of taxation to be levied upon tax-
able property for the year, shall include in the
estimated receipts lawfully applicable to the pay-
ment of expenditures the aforesaid amount.
Amended by St.1934, c. 323, § 4; St.1945, c. 624, § 5;
St. 1951, c. 641, § 6; St.1953, c. 654, § 17; St.1966, c.
14, § 36; St.1968, c. 566, § 2; St.1969, c. 546, § 8;
St.1969, c. 849, § 66; St.1971, c. 813, § 4; St.1973, c.
52, § 4; St.1978, c. 514, § 57; St.1989, c. 341, § 31.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l931,c. 428, § 2.
§ 25B. Proceeds of cigarette excise; certifica-
tion for payment by commissioner of
revenue
The commissioner of revenue shall, as hereinaf-
ter provided, certify to the state treasurer for pay-
ment, from that portion of the proceeds of the
excise on cigarettes as authorized by paragraph (b)
of section twenty-eight of chapter sixty-four C, the
following:
—
(a) From time to time when required, the con-
tract assistance to the Massachusetts Bay Transpor-
tation Authority provided under section twenty-
eight of chapter one hundred and sixty-one A or
under other applicable laws, and from time to time
when required, the contract assistance to regional
transportation authorities, provided under section
twenty-three of chapter one hundred and sixty-one
B;
(b) From time to time, when required, reim-
bursements to cities and towns comprising trans-
portation areas as provided under section one hun-
dred and fifty-two A of chapter one hundred and
sixty-one, and to the Woods Hole, Martha's Vine-
yard and Nantucket Steamship Authority, as pro-
vided under section nine A of chapter seven hun-
dred and one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
sixty, as amended;
[ There is no subsection (c).]
(d) On or before November twentieth of each
year, the amount certified by the commissioner of
education to be payable to any city or town as a
transportation allowance under the provisions of
section seven B of chapter seventy-one.
Added by St. 1964, c. 563, § 2. Amended by St.1971, c.
1075, § 1; St.1973, c. 1141, §§ 3, 4; St.1978, c. 514,
§§ 58 to 60; St.1989, c. 341, § 32; St.1990, c. 150,
§ 263.
§ 26. Repealed, 1934, 323, Sec. 1
§§ 26A, 26B. Repealed, 1976, 415, Sec. 99
§ 27. Repealed, 1970, 601, Sec. 1
§ 28. Annual assessments for deposits with
state treasurer; trust funds
The commissioner shall annually assess upon
every corporation or organization required by law
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to make deposits in trust with the state treasurer
one twentieth of one per cent of the average of
such deposits by it for the year last preceding such
assessment. Such assessment shall be collected in
the same manner as taxes upon corporations.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1891, c.233.
St.1901, c. 281.
R.L.1902, c. 6, § 6.
§ 28A. Withholding taxes; internal revenue
code of United States
The state treasurer and other officials having
charge of the payment of salaries and wages by the
commonwealth and its political subdivisions, re-
spectively, to officers and employees thereof are
hereby authorized, empowered and directed to
withhold such amount of the salaries or wages of
each such officer or employee as may be required
by the provisions of the internal revenue code of
the United States, as from time to time amended,
and to transmit and pay the amount so withheld to
the government of the United States in accordance
with said provisions.
Added by St. 1947, c. 483, § 1.
§ 28B. Withholding statements; federal taxes
The state treasurer and other officials having
charge of the payment of salaries and wages by the
commonwealth and its political subdivisions, re-
spectively, to officers and employees thereof are
hereby authorized, empowered and directed to fur-
nish to each such officer or employee in respect of
his employment during any calendar year, on or
before January thirty-first of the succeeding year, a
written statement showing the name and address
of, and the salary or wages paid to, such officer or
employee during such calendar year, and the
amount of the federal tax deducted and withheld
under the internal revenue code, as from time to
time amended, in respect of such salary or wages,
and a copy thereof to the commissioner of internal
revenue, or his successor, and to the commissioner
of revenue.
Added by St. 1947, c. 483, § 1. Amended by St. 1978, c.
514, § 61.
§ 28C. Reciprocal enforcement of tax liabilities
At the request of the commissioner, the attorney
general may bring suit, in the name of the com-
monwealth, in the appropriate court of any other
state to collect any tax legally due the common-
wealth; and any political subdivision of the com-
monwealth or the appropriate officer thereof, act-
ing in its behalf, may bring suit in the appropriate
court of any other state to collect any tax legally
due to such political subdivision.
The courts shall recognize and enforce liabilities
for taxes similar to the taxes imposed by the com-
monwealth and lawfully imposed by any other
state, or political subdivision thereof, which ex-
tends a like comity to the commonwealth, and the
duly authorized officer of any other state, or politi-
cal subdivision thereof, may sue for the collection
of such taxes in the courts of the commonwealth.
A certificate by the secretary of state of such other
state that the officer suing for the collection of such
a tax is duly authorized to collect the same shall be
conclusive proof of such authority. A certificate by
the commissioner of revenue that the tax of such
other state or political subdivision thereof is similar
to a tax imposed by the commonwealth shall be
prima facie evidence of such similarity.
For the purposes of this section, the words "tax"
and "taxes" shall include interest and penalties due
under any taxing statute, and liability for such
interest or penalties, or both, due under a taxing
statute of another state, or political subdivision
thereof, shall be recognized and enforced by the
courts of the commonwealth to the same extent
that the laws of such other state permit the en-
forcement in its courts of liability for such interest
or penalties, or both, due under the tax laws of the
commonwealth, or any political subdivision there-
of.
Added by St. 1964, c. 500. Amended by St. 1978, c. 514,
§§ 62, 63.
§ 29. Repealed, 1989, 397, Sec. 1
§ 30. Repealed, 1976, 415, Sec. 99
Historical and Statutory Notes
See, now, c. 62C, § 69.
§ 31. Forms; authority of commissioner
In addition to the forms expressly required by
any other provision of law to be as prescribed or
approved by the commissioner, such other forms as
may be deemed by him to be necessary or conve-
nient for use under any provision of chapters fifty-
nine to sixty-five C, inclusive, shall be as prescribed
or approved by him; provided, that variance from
a form so prescribed or approved shall not affect
the validity of the form so used, if the form used is
in substantial conformity to that so prescribed or
approved, and the commissioner shall, upon writ-
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Repealed
ten request, approve said form for the particular Former New
use intended. In any case where the commission- c' 58 sections c - 62C sections
er, under authority hereinbefore granted to him, ,(. ' Q
shall prescribe or approve only a portion of a form -,, c^
as being necessary or convenient for use, the provi- 37 54
sions of this section relative to forms shall apply to 38 55
such portion of a form. 39 56
Added bv St.1937, c. 135, § 1. Amended by St.1953, c. 40 57
654, § 21; St.1975, c. 684, § 36; St.1978, c. 514, § 66. 41 58
42 59
§§ 31A to 51. Repealed, 1976, 415, Sec. 99 43 60
44 61
DISPOSITION TABLE 45 62
Former New 46 63
c. 58 sections c. 62C sections 47 64
31A 33 48 22
3 1
B
40 49 23
32 70 50 45
33 50 51 ; 33A
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CHAPTER 58A
APPELLATE TAX BOARD
St. 1937, c. 400, § 2, amended the title of Chapter 58A, which prior thereto read, "Board of Tax
Appeals".
Section
L.
1A.
2.
3.
4.
5.
5A.
6.
7.
7A.
7B.
8.
8A.
Appellate tax board; establishment; appointment;
terms; compensation; removal; performance
evaluations.
Quorum; decisions by a single member of board.
Principal office; meetings; hearings.
Reports and opinions; publication; sale.
Annual reports.
Traveling expenses.
Appointment of employees; expenditures.
Jurisdiction.
Appeals; petition; answers; fees; abatement.
Informal procedure.
Small claims procedure.
Hearings.
Discovery procedure.
Section
9. Service of process.
10. Recording of proceedings; electronic transcrip-
tion; costs; waiver of appeal.
11. Oaths; witnesses; depositions.
12. Costs; witness fees; service of process.
12A. Costs; appeal.
12B. Evidence of fair cash valuation or classification of
property; admissibility.
12C. Appeals; reports of assessment ratios; admissibili-
ty in evidence; abatement.
12D. Electric or gas company property; abatement or
reclassification; appeals.
13. Findings; decisions; opinions; reports; appeals;
costs.
14. Disproportionate assessments; measure of dam-
ages.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1. Appellate tax board; establishment; ap-
pointment; terms; compensation; re-
moval; performance evaluations
There shall be in the executive office of adminis-
tration and finance, but not subject to its control in
the conduct of its adjudicatory functions, an appel-
late tax board, in this chapter referred to as the
board, consisting of five members, appointed by the
governor, with the advice and consent of the coun-
cil, who shall be appointed for six year terms from
March first in the year of appointment. The gover-
nor, with the advice and consent of the council,
shall designate one of the members as chairman of
said board, in this chapter referred to as the chair-
man. Upon the expiration of the term of office of a
member, his successor shall be appointed in the
manner aforesaid for a term of six years. The
chairman shall receive as compensation 75 per
cent of the salary received by the chief administra-
tive justice of the trial court, and each other mem-
ber of the board shall receive as compensation 75
per cent of the salary received by an associate
justice of the trial court, as provided in section 4 of
chapter 21 IB.
Members shall devote their full time during busi-
ness hours to the duties of their offices. All mem-
bers of the board shall devote their time during
office hours to the work of the board. No member
of the board, while a member, shall act as attorney,
counselor or accountant in any contested matter
before the department of revenue, before any board
of assessors, before the courts of the common-
wealth or the federal courts. Not more than three
members of the board shall be members of the
same political party.
A member may be removed by the council, upon
request of the governor and upon notice and hear-
ing, for neglect of duty, inability to perform duties,
malfeasance in office, or for other good cause.
Members shall be subject to an annual written
performance evaluation to be completed by the
chairman. In addition to the standard criteria
applicable to the evaluation of equivalent grade
managers employed by the commonwealth, mem-
bers shall also be evaluated upon: efficiency and
fairness in the conduct of hearings; promptness in
issuing decisions in single member and small
claims cases; the ability to coordinate, oversee,
draft and otherwise contribute to the expeditious
issuance of written findings of fact and reports
with the assistance of the legal department in cases
assigned to the member; the total number of pro-
ceedings of comparable matters handled and or-
ders and decisions issued in those matters; contri-
butions to the management and reduction of the
board's caseload; any written complaints or com-
mendations received and verified; compliance with
this chapter and other applicable chapters of the
General Laws; and other information that may be
relevant. The chairman shall take into consider-
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ation the complexity of cases in making his evalua-
tion. Such performance evaluation may be used as
evidence of a member's inability to perform his
duties.
The chairman shall be subject to an annual writ-
ten performance evaluation to be completed by the
governor's chief legal counsel that includes evalua-
tion of the management of the board's caseload,
the ability to manage effectively the daily opera-
tions oi the board and the personnel of the board,
and the evaluation criteria applicable to members
of the board, as appropriate. Such performance
evaluation may be used by the governor as evi-
dence of a chairman's inability to perform his
duties.
The chairman, with the advice and consent of the
governor's council, shall be authorized, subject to
appropriation, to hire additional members on a
full-time, temporary basis to hear such cases as
may be heard by a single member as outlined in
section 1A. For purposes of this section, tempo-
rary basis shall mean for a one year period and
such period may be extended for an additional year
by the chairman, if necessary. Any member of the
board, hired on a temporary basis, shall devote his
full time during business hours to the duties of the
office. A temporary member of the board shall
devote his whole time during office hours to the
work of the board, and shall not act as attorney,
counsellor or accountant in any contested matter
before the department of revenue, before any board
of assessors, before the courts of the common-
wealth, or before the federal courts. Said member
shall receive 90 per cent of the annual compensa-
tion of appointed members as outlined in section 1
.
A vacancy in the board shall not impair its pow-
ers nor affect its duties. The board shall have a
seal that shall be judicially noticed.
Amended by St. 1937, c. 400, § 3; St.1948, c. 583;
St. 1950, c. 784; St.1953, c. 654, § 23; St. 1955, c. 730,
§ 41; St.1957, c. 732; St.1963, c. 801, § 74; St.1969, c.
766, § 44; St.1971, c. 116, § 42; St.1972, c. 300, § 40;
St.1973, c. 426, § 43; St.1973, c. 1193, § 2; St.1974, c.
422, § 48; St.1977, c. 234, §§ 127 to 129; St.1977, c.
872, §§ 124 to 126; St.1977, c. 987; St. 1978, c. 514,
§§ 67, 68; St.1978, c. 580, § 9; St.1979, c. 527, § 1;
St.1981, c. 699, § 80; St.1994, c. 60, § 74; St.1998, c.
485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 1A. Quorum; decisions by a single member
of board
The majority of the members of the board shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of its busi-
ness. For purposes of this section, temporary
members shall not be counted for purposes of a
quorum, and shall not vote on board matters other
than upon specific cases to which they are assigned
by the chairman. A single member of the board
may decide the following types of cases:
(i) cases on appeal from a board of assessors
where the assessed value of the property involved
does not exceed $500,000;
(ii) cases on appeal from a board of assessors
where the assessed value exceeds $500,000 but
does not exceed $750,000 when the appellant and
appellee gives written consent to a decision by a
single member;
(iii) cases heard under the informal procedure in
which the assessed value is less than $1,000,000 as
provided in section 7A or the small claims proce-
dure as provided in section 7B.
In any such appeal, upon request and upon the
filing of such written consent the appeal shall be
advanced for speedy hearing.
Such decision shall be signed by the single mem-
ber of the board who presided at the hearing, and
such case shall be attributed to said single member
for tracking and evaluation purposes.
Added by St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
§ 2. Principal office; meetings; hearings
The principal office of the board shall be in
Boston but said board may sit at any place within
the commonwealth. The time and place of its
meetings shall be prescribed by the chairman, and
the chairman shall assign all members for the
hearings held outside of Boston on a rotating basis,
taking into consideration the expertise, qualifica-
tions, travel involved and needs of the entire board
when determining the rotation. The county com-
missioners shall provide the board with suitable
rooms in courthouses or other buildings when nec-
essary for hearings outside the city of Boston. Ad-
equate offices and a hearing room in the state
house or elsewhere in said city shall be provided
for the board.
Amended by St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 3. Reports and opinions; publication; sale
The board shall provide for the publication and
sale or distribution of such of its reports and opin-
ions as are of public interest, in such form and
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manner as it may deem best adapted for public
convenience and use, upon such terms and condi-
tions as may be approved by the governor and
council.
Amended by St. 1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 4. Annual reports
The board shall report annually to the general
court such suggestions and recommendations for
the amendment, alteration and modification of ex-
isting laws relative to taxation and related matters,
as it may deem desirable, and shall include in such
report a statement of the number and type of
matters handled by it during the preceding state
fiscal year and the number of matters pending at
the end of the year. Such report shall further
provide the aggregate number and type of cases
assigned to each member, the manner by which the
case was disposed of and the average length of
time for issuing a decision from the date of the
close of the record.
Amended by St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 5. Traveling expenses
The members and employees of the board shall
receive their necessary and reasonable traveling
expenses and such other expenses, including sub-
sistence actually incurred while traveling outside
the city of Boston in the performance of their
duties.
For purposes of this section, overnight accommo-
dations for travel within a 50 mile radius of Boston
shall not be considered reasonable.
Amended by St. 1941, c. 381; St. 1941, c. 596, § 24;
St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 5A. Appointment of employees; expenditures
Subject to appropriation, the chairman shall ap-
point five attorneys and may appoint such other
employees, including clerks, and make such other
expenditures including computer training, as he
deems necessary in order to execute efficiently the
functions vested in said board.
Any clerk or assistant clerk employed by the
board as of July 1, 1996 shall hold office during
good behavior, subject, however, to retirement un-
der the provisions of any applicable general or
special law relative to retirement systems. A clerk
or assistant clerk may be removed by the chair-
man, upon notice and hearing, for neglect of duty,
inability to perform duties, or malfeasance in of-
fice, but for no other cause. All clerks or assistant
clerks hired after July 1, 1996 shall be deemed
employees at will.
All expenditures of the board shall be allowed
and paid out of moneys appropriated for the pur-
pose of the board, upon presentation of itemized
vouchers therefor, signed by the chairman or a
person designated by the board for the purpose.
Added by St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
§ 6. Jurisdiction
The board shall have jurisdiction to decide ap-
peals under the provisions of: section 42E of chap-
ter 40; sections 2 and 14 of chapter 58; clauses
Seventeenth and Twenty-second of section 5 of
chapter 59; sections 7, 7A, 39, 64, 65, 65B, 73 and
81 of said chapter 59; section 2 of chapter 60A;
section 14 of chapter 6 IB; sections 39, 67 and 68
of chapter 62C; section 2 of chapter 63; section 26
of chapter 65; section 4 of chapter 65A; any other
provision of law wherein such jurisdiction is or
may be expressly conferred.
Except as otherwise provided by law, no appeal
to the board shall stay the collection of any tax or
excise.
Whenever a board of assessors, before whom an
application in writing for the abatement of a tax is
pending, fails to act upon said application, except
with the written consent of the applicant, prior to
the expiration of three months from the date of
filing of such application, it shall then be deemed
to be denied, and the taxpayer shall have the right,
at any time within three months thereafter, to take
any appeal from such denial to which he may be
entitled by law, in the same manner as though the
board of assessors had in fact refused to grant the
abatement applied for. After the expiration of said
three months from the date of filing such applica-
tion, the board of assessors shall have no further
authority to act upon said application; provided,
however, that during the period allowed for the
taking of an appeal, including instances where the
application for abatement has been denied, the
assessors may, by agreement with the applicant,
abate the tax in whole or in part in final settlement
of said application, and shall also have the authori-
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ty granted to them by section 7 to abate, in whole
or in part, any tax as to which an appeal has been
seasonably taken.
Whenever the commissioner of revenue, before
whom an application in writing for the abatement
of tax is or shall be pending, fails to act upon said
application prior to the expiration of six months
from the date of filing of the same, it shall then be
deemed to be denied unless the applicant shall
have filed with the commissioner, prior to such
expiration, his written consent to the failure of the
commissioner to act on said application within said
six months' period. Said consent may be with-
drawn by the applicant at any time, in which event
said application, unless previously acted on by the
commissioner, shall be deemed to be denied at the
expiration of said six months' period or on the date
of such withdrawal, whichever is later. The appli-
cant, at any time within six months from the date
on which any such application shall be so deemed
to be denied by the commissioner, shall have the
right to take any appeal from such denial to which
he may be entitled by law in the same manner as
though the commissioner had in fact refused to
grant the abatement applied for. The commission-
er shall have authority to act on any application
after the date of any denial if the applicant has not
seasonably taken an appeal from such denial.
During the period allowed for the taking of an
appeal, the commissioner may, by agreement with
the applicant, abate the tax in whole or in part in
final settlement of said application subject to the
provisions of section 37A or 37C of chapter 62C.
Amended by St.1932, c. 180, § 10; St.1933, c. 167, § 4
St.1934, c. 323, § 10; St.1938, c. 478, § 4; St.1941, c
609, § 2; St.1941, c. 726, § 1; St.1945, c. 367, § 3
St. 1945, c. 621, § 1; St. 1947, c. 632, § 2; St.1951, c
641, § 9; St.1953, c. 654, § 24; St.1957, c. 617, § 12A
St.1958, c. 523, § 1; St.1969, c. 556, § 2; St.1975, c
684, § 37; St.1976, c. 415, § 2; St.1978, c. 514, § 69
St.1978, c. 580, § 10; St.1979, c. 713, § 2; St.1979, c.
797, § 9A; St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 7. Appeals; petition; answers; fees; abate-
ment
Any party taking an appeal to the board, herein-
after called the appellant, from a decision or deter-
mination of the commissioner or of a board of
assessors, hereinafter referred to as the appellee,
shall file a petition with the clerk of the appellate
tax board and serve upon said appellee a copy
thereof in the manner provided in section 9. No
petition shall relate to an assessment on more than
one parcel of real estate, except where the board
shall specifically permit otherwise. Upon such ap-
peal, the petition shall set forth specifically the
facts upon which the party taking an appeal, here-
inafter called the appellant, relies, together with a
statement of the contentions of law which the ap-
pellant desires to raise. The appellant shall state
upon the petition the address at which service of
any pleading, motion, order, notice or process in
connection with the appeal can be made upon him.
Within such time as the board by its rules may
prescribe, the appellee shall file with the board an
answer denying or admitting each and every alle-
gation of fact contained in the petition; except
that, in an appeal under section 64 or 65 of chapter
59, if the appellee desires to raise no issue other
than the question whether there has been an over-
valuation or improper classification of the property
on which the tax appealed from was assessed, no
answer need be filed. If no answer is filed in such
a case, the allegation of overvaluation or improper
classification of such property shall be held to be
denied and all other material facts alleged in the
petition admitted. If an answer is filed, a copy
shall be served upon the appellant, in the manner
provided in section 9. The party taking the appeal
shall at the time of filing the petition pay to the
clerk an entry fee for each appeal from a decision
of the commissioner, or, in the case of an appeal
from a decision of a board of assessors, an entry-
fee where the assessed fair cash valuation of the
real property, or personal property, or both, the tax
on which is sought to be abated, is $50,000 or less;
or an entry fee where such assessed fair cash
valuation is in excess of $50,000. The commission-
er of administration shall annually determine the
amounts of such entry fees under the provisions of
section 3B of chapter 7. Except as provided in
section 12C of this chapter, the board shall not
consider, unless equity and good conscience so
require, any issue of fact or contention of law not
specifically set out in the petition upon appeal or
raised in the answer. At any time before the deci-
sion upon the appeal by the board or by the ap-
peals court under section 13, the appellee may
abate the tax appealed from, in whole or in part, or
change its determination subject to the provisions
of section 37A or 37C of chapter 62C.
If any petition, including any petition, statement
or appeal filed under this section or section 7A or
7B, is, after the period allowed for filing appeals
with the board, delivered by United States mail, or
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by such alternative private delivery service as the
board may by rule permit, to the board, the date of
the United States postmark, or other substantiating
mark permitted by rule of the board, affixed on the
envelope or other appropriate wrapper in which
such petition is mailed or delivered shall be
deemed to be the date of delivery, if such petition
was mailed in the United States in an envelope or
other appropriate wrapper, first class postage pre-
paid, or delivered to such alternative private deliv-
ery service, properly addressed to the board. As
used in this section, "United States postmark" shall
mean only a postmark made by the United States
post office.
In the case of an appeal relating to property
classified as either residential greater than eight
units, or commercial or industrial, and which is
assessed for more than $200,000 in the previous
fiscal year, upon the written request of the appel-
lee, the appellant shall file with the board an in-
come and expense statement for the most recent
year preceding the valuation date at issue in the
appeal, completed under oath, within 40 days of
such request.
Amended by St.1933, c. 321, § 2; St. 1939, c. 451, § 18;
St.1945, c. 621, § 2; St.1952, c. 502; St. 1953, c. 654,
§ 25; St.1972, c. 684, § 2; St.1978, c. 514, § 70;
St.1978, c. 580, § 11; St. 1979, c. 383, § 2; St. 1980, c.
572, § 12; St.1986, c. 385, § 2; St.1989, c. 341, § 33;
St. 1998, c. 485, § 2; St.2000, c. 324, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 7A. Informal procedure
The board shall establish by rule an alternative
procedure, hereinafter referred to as the informal
procedure, for the determination of petitions for
abatement of any tax upon real estate or tangible
personal property, where such procedure is elected
by both parties, except as hereinafter provided.
Such procedure, to the extent that the board may
consider practicable, shall eliminate formal rules of
pleading, practice and evidence, and, except for the
entry fee herein provided, may eliminate any or all
fees and costs, or may provide that costs shall be in
the discretion of the board.
An appellant desiring to be heard under the
informal procedure shall pay to the clerk the entry
fee provided in section 7, except as otherwise here-
in provided, and shall file: a written waiver of the
right to appeal to the appeals court or the supreme
judicial court, except upon questions of law raised
by the pleadings or by an agreed statement of facts
or shown by the report of the board; an election of
the informal procedure; a written statement of the
facts in the case; and the amount claimed in abate-
ment, together with such additional information as
the clerk may require, hereinafter collectively re-
ferred to as the pleadings. The minimum entry fee
shall be determined annually by the commissioner
of administration under the provision of section 3B
of chapter 7 if the assessed fair cash valuation of
the property on which the tax appealed from was
assessed does not exceed $20,000 and such proper-
ty is occupied in whole or in part by the appellant
as his dwelling, contains no more than three units
designed for dwelling purposes and is in no part
used for any other purposes, or if the assessed
valuation of the property on which the tax appeal-
ed from was assessed does not exceed $5,000 and
such property is within the class of tangible person-
al property described in clause Twentieth of section
5 of chapter 59.
The pleadings may be made on forms to be
supplied by the board and, if the appellant so
requests and the assessed fair cash valuation of the
property concerned does not exceed $20,000, shall
be made out for the appellant by the clerk or an
employee of the board designated by the board.
The clerk shall then serve a copy of such pleadings
upon the appellee. No further pleadings shall be
required under this procedure if the appellee in-
tends to offer no other defense than that the prop-
erty was not overvalued or that the property was
not improperly classified; otherwise, it shall file
with the board within 30 days of the service of such
pleadings an answer similar to that required under
the procedure provided by section 7, hereinafter
referred to as the formal procedure.
If the assessed fair cash valuation of the property
concerned exceeds $20,000, the appellee, within 30
days of the date of service of such pleadings, may
elect to have the appeal heard under the formal
procedure by so notifying the clerk in writing and
by paying him a transfer fee to be determined
annually by the commissioner of administration
under the provision of section 3B of chapter 7, in
which case the said statement shall be considered
to be a petition and such service to be service of
the petition and the waiver of the right of appeal by
the appellant shall be void. If the appellee does
not so transfer the case, the informal procedure
shall be deemed to have been accepted and all
right of appeal waived by the appellee, except upon
questions of law raised by the pleadings or by an
376
APPELLATE TAX BOARD 58A § 7B
agreed statement of facts or shown by the report of
the board.
No statement under the informal procedure shall
relate to an assessment on more than one parcel of
real estate, except where the board shall specifical-
ly permit otherwise. The chairman shall provide
for the speedy hearing of all appeals to be heard
under the informal procedure. The chairman shall
make every effort to reduce the expense of hearing
cases filed under the informal procedure by direct-
ing whenever possible that petitions for abatement
of taxes assessed upon real estate situated in the
same general locality of the same town be heard
together, irrespective of the identity of the appel-
lants.
Added by St.1933, c. 321, § 3. Amended by St.1935, c.
447; St.1938, c. 384; St.1943, c. 282; St. 1945, c. 621,
§ 3; St.1972, c. 684, § 3; St.1978, c. 580, § 12; St.1980,
c. 572, §§ 13, 14; St.1989, c. 341, §§ 34, 35; St.1989, c.
496; St. 1998, c. 485, § 2.
§ 7B. Small claims procedure
(a) The board shall establish by rule a further
alternative procedure, hereinafter referred to as the
small claims procedure, for the determination of
petitions for abatement of any tax or excise to
which the provisions of chapter 62C apply, as they
are or may be specified in section 2 of said chapter
62C. The appellant may elect the small-claims
procedure in any case in which the amount of tax
placed in dispute by the petition, does not exceed
(1) $5,000 for any taxable year, in the case of a tax
imposed by taxable year; (2) $5,000 for any calen-
dar year, in the case of a tax imposed by calendar
year; (3) $5,000 for any calendar year, in the case
of a tax imposed by chapters 64A to 64J, inclusive,
and section 21 of chapter 138; (4) $5,000 in the
case of a tax imposed by chapter 65C; or (5)
$5,000 for any taxable event or transaction in the
case of any other tax. For purposes of this section,
the amount of any tax or excise placed in dispute
does not include any interest, penalty, or addition
to tax imposed by chapter 62C or any statute
referred to in section 2 of said chapter. If, howev-
er, only the assessment or the amount of interest
and/or penalties is in dispute, said interest and
penalties shall not exceed $5,000.
(b) Proceedings under the small-claims proce-
dure shall be conducted as informally as possible in
accordance with such rules of evidence, practice,
and procedure as the board may prescribe. To the
extent that the board may consider practicable, the
small-claims procedure shall eliminate formal rules
of pleading, practice, and evidence, and except lor
the entry fee herein provided, may eliminate any or
all fees and costs, or may provide that costs shall
be in the discretion of the board. The chairman
shall provide for the speedy hearing of all appeals
to be heard under the small-claims procedure.
(c) An appellant desiring to be heard under the
small-claims procedure shall pay to the clerk a
minimum entry fee as determined annually by the
commissioner of administration under the provi-
sion of section 3B of chapter 7 and shall file an
election of the small-claims procedure and a writ-
ten statement of the facts of the case and of the
amount claimed in abatement, together with such
additional information as the clerk may require.
The statement may be made on forms to be sup-
plied by the board. The clerk shall then serve a
copy of the statement upon the commissioner of
revenue. The appellant shall also file a written
waiver of the right to appeal to any court. Within
30 days of the service of the statement or at such
other time as the board may order, the commis-
sioner of revenue shall file with the board an an-
swer similar to that required under the formal
procedure provided by section 7.
(d) Any case in which the appellant has filed an
appeal under the small-claims procedure, as pro-
vided in subsection (c) above, shall be designated
and docketed as a small-claims case. With the
concurrence of the board, the proceedings therein
shall be conducted as a small-claims case in accor-
dance with this section.
(e) At any time before the commencement of the
hearing, the board on its own motion or on the
motion of a party to the appeal may order that the
small-claims designation be removed and that the
proceedings be transferred to the formal procedure
under section 7. In addition, at any time before a
decision is entered, the board shall discontinue
further proceedings under this section if it finds (1)
that there are reasonable grounds for believing that
the amount of tax placed in dispute exceeds the
applicable jurisdictional amount as described in
subsection (a), and (2) that the amount of the
excess is large enough to justify granting the re-
quest. The commissioner, by motion, may also
request a matter be removed from the small claims
procedure if: (1) there is a recurring issue of law;
and (2) the aggregate tax at issue, taking into
account similarly situated taxpayers, is over
$200,000. Upon any such removal or discontinu-
ance, proceedings in the case shall be transferred
to the formal docket and conducted under the
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formal procedure provided by section 7, in which
case the statement required by subsection (c) shall
be considered to be a petition, its service to be
service of a petition, and the waiver of the right of
appeal to be void. If the small-claims designation
is not removed and proceedings under this section
are not discontinued, the small-claims procedure
shall be deemed to have been accepted and all
right of appeal waived by both parties.
(f) The board shall make a decision in each case
heard by it under the small-claims procedure, giv-
ing a brief written summary of the reasons there-
for. No decision shall grant an abatement of tax
exceeding the amount of tax placed in dispute
within the limits prescribed in subsection (a).
Where the amount of tax which the commissioner
has refused to abate exceeds the limits imposed by
subsection (a), the appellant may nevertheless elect
the small-claims procedure; provided, however,
that such election shall, unless the small-claims
procedure is discontinued pursuant to subsection
(e), foreclose all rights to an abatement of any
amount of tax in excess of such limits and all
interest, penalties, or additions to tax imposed by
chapter 62C related to such excess.
(g) A decision entered in any case in which the
proceedings are conducted under this section shall
not be reviewed in any court and shall not be
treated as precedent for any other case.
Added by St. 1 998, c. 485, § 2.
§ 8. Hearings
A hearing shall be granted if any party to an
appeal so requests, and upon motion of any party
to an appeal, or by direction of the board, any
appeal may be set down for a hearing. Hearings
may be held before less than a majority of the
members of the board and the chairman may as-
sign members to hold hearings. Hearings before
the board, or any member thereof, shall be open to
the public and such hearings and all proceedings
shall be conducted in accordance with such rules
of practice and procedure as the board may make
and promulgate; provided, however, that such
rules and amendments thereto shall comply with
the filing provisions of section 5 of chapter 30A and
such rules and amendments shall not take effect
until so filed. The chairman may direct that two or
more petitions for abatement of the taxes assessed
upon real estate situated in the same general locali-
ty of the same town be heard together, irrespective
of the identity of the appellants.
Amended by St.1933, c. 321, § 4; St.1989, c. 529, § 4;
St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 8A. Discovery procedure
Before the hearing of a petition for the abate-
ment of a tax upon real estate, machinery or other
tangible property, the appellant shall permit the
appellee personally or by attorneys, experts or oth-
er agents, to enter upon such real estate or upon
any premises where such personal property is situ-
ated and examine and inspect such real estate or
personal property, including any property which
the appellant claims is exempt from taxation. In
case of doubt or uncertainty as to the identity of the
property, the appellant shall point out to the appel-
lee the property to which the appeal relates. In the
event the appellant refuses to permit the appellee
to inspect said property, the board may dismiss the
appeal. Sections 61 to 70, inclusive, of chapter
231 shall apply to all appeals before the board
except those conducted under the informal proce-
dure provided by section 7A or under the small
claims procedure provided by section 7B of this
chapter. At least 30 days prior to the hearing of a
petition for the abatement of a tax, upon a motion
filed by either party and granted by the board, or
by direction of the board, the appellant and appel-
lee shall exchange appraisal reports concerning the
property.
In any pending appeal where jurisdiction is es-
tablished, the board, with the consent of all parties,
may in its discretion employ alternative dispute
resolution techniques including, without limitation,
mediation and arbitration. Said alternative dis-
pute resolution techniques shall be conducted upon
such terms and conditions as are established by the
parties with the approval of the board.
Added by St.1935, c. 276, § 1. Amended by St. 1986, c.
385, § 3; St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
§ 9. Service of process
The mailing by first class mail, postage prepaid,
to the address of any appellant as given on the
petition upon appeal, or to the address of his attor-
ney or agent of record, if any, or to the usual place
of business of the commissioner or of the board of
assessors, or its agent or attorney of record, shall
be deemed sufficient service of any pleading, mo-
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tion, order, notice or process so served in respect
to proceedings before the board. The board may
order that further notice or notice by other means
be given in any case.
Amended by St.1953, c. 654, § 26; St.1971, c. 871;
St.1978, c. 514, § 71; St. 1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 10. Recording of proceedings; electronic
transcription; costs; waiver of appeal
At the request of any party made before any
evidence is offered, or by direction of the board,
the board shall order that all proceedings in a
pending appeal be officially recorded. The board
shall employ transcription methods including,
without limitation, electronic transcription equip-
ment, for the purpose of recording or reporting
proceedings before the board. The board may
contract for the reporting of such proceedings at
the expense of the commonwealth in the first in-
stance, but shall collect the cost thereof from the
persons requesting that the proceedings be record-
ed. In such contract the board may provide that
one or more copies of the transcript be supplied to
the board without cost to the commonwealth, and
may fix the terms and conditions upon which tran-
scripts will be supplied to other persons and agen-
cies by the official recorder. No proceedings shall
be recorded or transcribed officially until an
amount equal to the cost thereof, as estimated by
the clerk, shall have been deposited with him at
such times and in such manner as may be provided
by the rules of the board. Any excess deposit over
the actual cost shall be returned to the depositor by
the clerk. If no party requests that the proceedings
be reported, all parties shall be deemed to have
waived all rights of appeal to appeals court or the
supreme judicial court upon questions as to the
admission or exclusion of evidence, or as to wheth-
er a finding was warranted by the evidence. The
right of appeal upon questions of law raised by the
pleadings or by an agreed statement of facts or
shown by the report of the board shall not be
deemed to be waived. For its own information
only, the board may, subject to appropriation, have
stenographic notes of hearings taken and may have
transcripts thereof prepared in proceedings which
are not officially reported at the request of a party.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 321, § 5; St. 1994, c. 60, § 75;
St.1997, c. 43, § 61; St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 11. Oaths; witnesses; depositions
Any member of the board, or any employee of the
board designated in writing for the purpose by the
chairman, may administer oaths, and any member
of the board may summon and examine witnesses
and require, by subpoena signed by the member,
the production of all returns, books, papers, docu-
ments, correspondence and other evidence, perti-
nent to the matter under inquiry, at any designated
place of hearing, and may require the taking of a
deposition before any person competent to admin-
ister oaths, either within or without the common-
wealth. In the case of a deposition, the testimony
shall be reduced to writing by the person taking the
deposition or under his direction and shall then be
subscribed by the deponent.
Either party may summon witnesses or may re-
quire the production of papers in the same manner
in which witnesses may be summoned and papers
may be required to be produced for the purpose of
trials in the superior courts of the commonwealth.
Any witness summoned or whose deposition is tak-
en shall receive the same fees and mileage as
witnesses in said courts.
Amended by St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 12. Costs; witness fees; service of process
Witness fees and expenses of service of process
may be taxed as costs against the unsuccessful
party to the appeal, in the discretion of the board.
In the event that the commonwealth, or any official
thereof, is the unsuccessful party to an appeal, the
costs shall be paid from the state treasury upon
certificate of a member of the board in such form
as the board may prescribe by regulation. In the
event that a subdivision of the commonwealth, or
any official thereof, is the unsuccessful party to an
appeal, the costs shall be paid from the treasury of
such subdivision by the treasurer thereof upon the
certificate of a member of the board in such form
as the board may prescribe by regulation. In the
event that costs are taxed against an unsuccessful
taxpayer, a member of the board shall certify the
amount of the same and the costs may be recov-
ered in an action of contract by the state treasurer
in the case of a tax assessed by the commissioner,
or by the treasurer of the subdivision of the com-
monwealth in the case of a tax assessed by the
subdivision.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 321, § 6; St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1930, c. 416, § 1.
§ 12A. Costs; appeal
If the owner of a parcel of real estate files an
appeal of the assessed value of said parcel with the
board for either of the next two fiscal years after a
fiscal year for which the board has determined the
fair cash value of said parcel and if the assessed
value is greater than the fair cash value as deter-
mined by the board, the burden shall be upon the
appellee to prove that the assessed value was war-
ranted and upon failure of the appellee to do so,
the board may, in its discretion, tax as costs against
the appellee, in addition to witness fees and ex-
penses of service of process, the whole or any part
of the reasonable expense of the taxpayer incurred
in the preparation, entry and trial of his appeal.
Should the board find that the assessed value was
warranted, then it may tax such costs of the appel-
lee against the appellant. Such costs shall be certi-
fied and paid as provided in section 12.
Added by St.1943, c. 430. Amended by St.1978, c. 580,
§ 13; St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
§ 12B. Evidence of fair cash valuation or clas-
sification of property; admissibility
At any hearing relative to the assessed fair cash
valuation or classification of property, evidence as
to the fair cash valuation or classification of prop-
erty at which assessors have assessed other proper-
ty of a comparable nature or class shall be admissi-
ble.
Added by St.1950, c. 262. Amended by St.1978, c. 580,
§ 14; St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
§ 12C. Appeals; reports of assessment ratios;
admissibility in evidence; abatement
In any appeal relative to the assessed valuation
of property, the reports of the ratios which assess-
ments in the city or town bear to the fair cash value
of each class of property therein and the ratio
which the total assessed value bears to the total fair
cash value therein as determined by the commis-
sioner's report made pursuant to sections 10 and
10C of chapter 58 shall be admitted into evidence
by the appellate tax board on its own motion and
shall be prima facie evidence of the assessment
practices of the city or town and the ratios at
which property is assessed for the year for which
said determination is reported by the commissioner
and for each following year until a new determina-
tion is reported by said commissioner under said
section IOC.
The board may give an abatement, provided the
evidence so warrants, on the basis of a dispropor-
tionate assessment even though that issue has not
been raised by the pleadings.
Added by St. 1979, c. 383, § 3. Amended by St.1998, c.
485, § 2.
§ 12D. Electric or gas company property;
abatement or reclassification; ap-
peals
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, in any appeal under the
provisions of sections 64 or 65 of chapter 59 from
the refusal of the assessors to abate a tax or reclas-
sify any real or personal property by an electric
company or gas company, both as defined in sec-
tion 1 of chapter 164, upon motion of any party
after an appeal has been filed but before decision is
rendered concerning real or personal property of
an electric or gas company for any fiscal year
certified or following certification for classification
by the commissioner under the provisions of sec-
tion 56 of chapter 40 or any determination of the
commissioner made pursuant to section 1A of
chapter 58, the board shall properly classify all the
taxable property at issue as either real or personal
and determine the fair cash value of such property,
and the tax that should have been paid, notwith-
standing the assessors' original classification of
such property or the amount or form of the tax bill
received and paid; provided, however, that upon a
determination that any property should be reclassi-
fied, the taxpayer shall be allowed to file an appeal
late concerning the valuation of such property, if
an appeal has not been previously filed, within 30
days of such determination and order of the board.
In any determination made under this section,
the board shall make subsidiary findings of the
proper classification of all taxable property at is-
sue, as either real or personal, the fair cash value
and the total taxes that should have been paid for
each parcel or item of such property, reduced by
abatements, if any, for each fiscal year. Upon such
determination, the board shall further find the tax-
es that were paid or owed for such property at
issue as it was originally assessed and taxed, and
shall then allocate and credit such taxes as part or
all of the taxes that should have been paid for such
property as properly classified by it, and such allo-
cation shall be binding on the taxpayer and the
assessor and shall be deemed to be the original tax
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assessed and owed, subject only to any appeal
taken pursuant to section 13; provided, however,
that if the total amount of taxes that should have
been paid under the board's de novo determination
under this section is equal to or greater than the
amounts actually paid or owed, as determined un-
der this section, the appellant shall not be entitled
to an abatement, notwithstanding the local asses-
sor's original tax classification of the taxable prop-
erty or the form of the original bill received and
paid. Upon a determination under this section, the
existing official records of the city or town shall be
amended and corrected, and assessments and tax
bills shall be deemed to have been issued in con-
formance with the board's determination.
Added by St. 1985, c. 532. Amended by St. 1998, c. 485,
§ 2.
§ 13. Findings; decisions; opinions; reports;
appeals; costs
The board, or a single member of the board
acting pursuant to the authority outlined in section
1A shall make a decision in each appeal heard by it
within three months from the close of the record
including submission of briefs and may make find-
ings of fact and report thereon in writing. In any
appeal in which the hearing is officially recorded
pursuant to section 10, or in any appeal from the
commissioner of revenue other than cases heard
under the small claims procedure pursuant to sec-
tion 7B, the member may take an additional three
months to issue a decision. In every decision
granting an abatement without findings of fact and
report which relates to a tax on land with one or
more buildings thereon, the board shall, if so re-
quested by the appellee in writing at the com-
mencement of the hearing, state separately the
value of the land and of each building.
Except in cases heard under the informal proce-
dure authorized by section 7A, or under the small-
claims procedure authorized under 7B, the board
shall make such findings and report thereon if so
requested by either party within ten days of a
decision without findings of fact and shall issue
said findings within three months of the request,
provided, however, the board, in its discretion, may
extend the time for issuing said findings and report
for an additional period not to exceed three
months, upon written notice to both parties setting
forth the reason for the extension. In extraordi-
nary circumstances or with consent of all parties to
the proceeding, the board may have whatever addi-
tional time is necessary for issuance of such find-
ings of fact and report. Such report may, in the
discretion of the board, contain an opinion in writ-
ing, in addition to the findings of fact and decision.
If no party requests such findings and report, all
parties shall be deemed to have waived all rights of
appeal to the appeals court upon questions as to
the admission or exclusion of evidence, or as to
whether a finding was warranted by the evidence.
All reports, findings and opinions of the board and
all evidence received by the board, including a
transcript of any official report of the proceedings,
all pleadings, briefs and other documents filed by
the parties, shall be open to the inspection of the
public; except that the originals of books, docu-
ments, records, models, diagrams and other exhib-
its introduced in evidence before the board may be
withdrawn from the custody of the board in such
manner and upon such terms as the board may in
its discretion prescribe. The decision of the board
shall be final as to findings of fact. Failure to
comply with the time limits, as outlined above,
shall not affect the validity of the board's decision.
From any final decision of the board except with
respect to decisions of the board under sections 25
and 26 of chapter 65, an appeal as to matters of
law may be taken to the appeals court by either
party to the proceedings belore the board so long
as that party has not waived such right of appeal.
A claim of appeal shall be filed with the clerk of the
board in accordance with the Massachusetts Rules
of Appellate Procedure which rules shall govern
such appeal. The court shall not consider any
issue of law which does not appear to have been
raised in the proceedings before the board.
If the order grants an abatement of a tax as-
sessed by the commissioner and the tax has been
paid, the amount abated with interest computed in
accordance with section 40 of chapter 62C, and if
costs are ordered against the commissioner, the
amount thereof, shall be paid to the taxpayer by the
state treasurer. If the order grants an abatement
of a tax assessed by the board of assessors of a
town and the tax has been paid, the amount abated
with interest at the rate of 8 per cent per annum
from the time when the tax was paid, and if costs
are ordered against a board of assessors, the
amount thereof, shall be paid to the taxpayer by the
town treasurer, and, if unpaid, execution therefor
may issue against the town as in actions at law. If
costs are ordered against a taxpayer execution shall
issue therefor. The appeal to the appeals court
under this section shall be the exclusive method of
reviewing any action of the board, except action
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under sections 25 and 26 of chapter 65. For want
of prosecution of an appeal in accordance with the
provisions of this section the board, or, if the
appeal has been entered in the appeals court, a
justice of that court, may dismiss the appeal.
Upon dismissal of an appeal, the decision of the
board shall thereupon have full force and effect.
Amended by St.1933, c. 321, § 7; St.1933, c. 350, § 8;
St.1935, c. 218, § 1; St.1939, c. 366, § 1; St.1953, c.
654, § 27; St. 1954, c. 681, § 5; St.1956, c. 630; St.1957,
c. 522; St.1965, c. 597, § 3A; St.1968, c. 120, §§ 2 to 4;
St.1969, c. 692; St.1973, c. 1114, § 5; St.1976, c. 415,
§ 3; St.1978, c. 514, § 72; St.1978, c. 580, § 15;
St.1979, c. 527, § 2; St.1983, c. 72, § 2; St.1985, c. 314,
§ 1; St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 416, § 1.
St.l931,c. 218, §§ 1,2.
§ 14. Disproportionate assessments;
of damages
measure
In cases where the board finds that a taxpayer is
being assessed disproportionately with respect to
other properties within the same city or town, the
board shall compute the measure of damages in the
following manner:
(1) by computing an equalized tax rate by divid-
ing the total taxes as assessed for that city or town
for the year for which the finding was made by the
fair cash value of the city or town, which shall in
no event be higher than the equalized value as
finally reported to the general court pursuant to
section IOC of chapter 58 for that city or town in
the year next preceding the year for which the
finding was made.
(2) by applying the rate as computed in accor-
dance with subsection 1 to the fair cash value of
the property and thereby determine the taxes
which should have been paid.
(3) by subtracting the amount of taxes which
should have been paid from those actually paid or
assessed.
In such cases within a city or town that has been
certified for classification by the commissioner un-
der the provisions of section 56 of chapter 40 and
has implemented such classification system the
measure of damages shall be computed on the
basis of the tax rate of the class in which the
property has been assessed or should have been
assessed, as the case may be.
Added by St.1979, c. 797, § 10. Amended by St. 1980, c.
261, §§ 8, 9; St.1998, c. 485, § 2.
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Repealed.
Appeal from apportionment.
Validity of excessive assessments.
Corporations having capital stock divided into
shares; returns by assessors.
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The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1. Repealed, 1963, 160, Sec. 7
§ 2. Property subject to taxation; exceptions
All property, real and personal, situated within
the commonwealth, and all personal property of
the inhabitants of the commonwealth wherever sit-
uated, unless expressly exempt, shall be subject to
taxation; provided, however, that the personal
property of a person having neither his domicile
nor a place of business in this commonwealth,
which, upon its being brought or shipped into this
commonwealth, is forthwith stored in the original
packages in a licensed public storage warehouse,
shall, while so stored, be deemed to be in transit
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and not subject to taxation under this chapter; but
no portion of any warehouse which portion is
owned or leased by a consignor or consignee of the
personal property stored shall be deemed a li-
censed public storage warehouse.
Amended by St. 1954, c. 459, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1780, c. 43.
St.1830, c. 151, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 2.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 2.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 2.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 2.
§ 2A. Real property; mortgages; classifications
(a) Real property for the purpose of taxation
shall include all land within the commonwealth
and all buildings and other things thereon or af-
fixed thereto, unless otherwise exempted from taxa-
tion under other provisions of law. The assessors
of each city and town shall determine the fair cash
valuation of such real property for the purpose of
taxation on the first day of January of each year.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, in any city or town
which accepts the provisions of this sentence,
buildings and other things erected on or affixed to
land during the period beginning on January sec-
ond and ending on June thirtieth of the fiscal year
preceding that to which the tax relates shall be
deemed part of such real property as of January
first.
Mortgages upon buildings or other things, which
with the land upon which they are erected or to
which they are affixed are taxable as real estate
defined herein, shall be deemed mortgages of real
estate for the purpose of taxation, and shall be
taxed under sections eleven to twelve B, inclusive.
(b) The assessors shall determine the fair cash
valuation of such real property according to section
thirty-eight; and if the city or town has been certi-
fied by the commissioner pursuant to subsection (c)
shall classify such real property according to the
following uses:
—
"Class one, residential", property used or held
for human habitation containing one or more
dwelling units including rooming houses with facil-
ities designed and used for living, sleeping, cooking
and eating on a non-transient basis, including a
bed and breakfast home with no more than three
rooms for rent. Such property includes accessory
land, buildings or improvements incidental to such
habitation and used exclusively by the residents of
the property or their guests. Such property shall
include: (i) land that is situated in a residential
zone and has been subdivided into residential lots;
and (ii) land used for the purpose of a manufac-
tured housing community, as defined in section
thirty-two F of chapter one hundred and forty.
Such property shall not include a hotel, or motel.
Such property may be exempt from taxation under
other provisions of law.
"Class two, open-space", land which is not other-
wise classified and which is not taxable under the
provisions of chapters sixty-one, sixty-one A or
sixty-one B, or taxable under a permanent conser-
vation restriction, and which land is not held for
the production of income but is maintained in an
open or natural condition and which contributes
significantly to the benefit and enjoyment of the
public. In a city or town that has elected to adopt
section 2A of chapter 61, section 4A of chapter 61
A
or section 2A of chapter 6 IB, class two, open-space
shall include land taxable under chapter 61, 61 A or
61B.
"Class three, commercial", property used or held
for use for business purposes and not specifically
includible in another class, including but not limit-
ed to any commercial, business, retail, trade, ser-
vice, recreational, agricultural, artistic, sporting,
fraternal, governmental, educational, medical or
religious enterprise, for non-profit purposes. Such
property may be expressly exempt from taxation
under other provisions of this chapter.
"Class four, industrial", property used or held
for use for manufacturing, milling, converting, pro-
ducing, processing or fabricating materials; the
extraction or processing of materials unserviceable
in their natural state to create commercial prod-
ucts or materials; the mechanical, chemical or
electronic transformation of property into new
products and any use that is incidental to or an
integral part of such use, whether for profit or non-
profit purposes; and property used or held for uses
for the storage, transmitting and generating of utili-
ties regulated by the department of public utilities
or the department of telecommunications and ca-
ble. Such property may be exempt from taxation
under other provisions of law.
Where real property is used or held for use for
more than one purpose and such uses result in
different classifications, the assessors shall allocate
to each classification the percentage of the fair
cash valuation of the property devoted to each use
according to the guidelines promulgated by the
commissioner.
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Real property which is exempt from taxation
under section five shall be classified according to
said guidelines.
(c) Classification of real property shall not be
implemented in any city or town until the commis-
sioner has certified in writing to the assessors of
such city or town that the assessments on the real
property that they propose to make are at full and
fair cash valuation as required by section thirty-
eight and that a majority of its assessors are quali-
fied to classify its property.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, §11. Amended by St.1980, c.
261, §§ 10 to 12; St.1982, c. 369, §§ 3, 4; St.1982, c.
661; St.1989, c. 653, § 40; St.1991, c. 481, § 7; St.1996,
c. 299; St. 1997, c. 164, § 69; St.2006, c. 394, § 1, eff.
Mar. 22, 2007; St.2008, c. 522, § 3, eff. April 15, 2009.
§ 2B. Certain types of interest or ownership
taxable; liens; public purposes
Except as otherwise provided in section three E,
real estate owned in fee or otherwise or held in
trust for the benefit of the United States, the com-
monwealth, or a county, city or town, or any in-
strumentality thereof, if used in connection with a
business conducted for profit or leased or occupied
for other than public purposes, shall for the privi-
lege of such use, lease or occupancy, be valued,
classified, assessed and taxed annually as of Janu-
ary first to the user, lessee or occupant in the same
manner and to the same extent as if such user,
lessee or occupant were the owner thereof in fee,
whether or not there is any agreement by such
user, lessee or occupant to pay taxes assessed un-
der this section; provided, however, that whenever
under the constitution and laws of the United
States the privilege of such use, lease or occupancy
of real estate owned by the United States cannot be
taxed as aforesaid, but a leasehold or other interest
in such real estate or the ownership of or an
interest in buildings and other things erected there-
on or affixed thereto, may be taxed, such interest
or ownership shall be valued, classified, assessed
and taxed to the holder thereof to the extent per-
mitted by such constitution and laws. Except as
otherwise provided, a payment purporting to be in
lieu of a local tax for a particular year on real
estate subject to this section shall be applied in
reduction of the tax assessed under this section for
such year with respect to such real estate. Not-
withstanding any contrary provision of section
twelve C, unless there is a different agreement, no
tax assessed under this section shall be retained out
of rent or recovered under section twelve C.
No tax assessed under this section shall be a lien
upon the real estate with respect to which it is
assessed; nor shall any such tax be enforced by any
sale or taking of such real estate; but the interest
of any lessee therein may be sold or taken by the
collector of the town in which the real estate lies
for the nonpayment of such tax in the manner
provided by law for the sale or taking of real estate
for nonpayment of annual taxes. Such collector
shall have for the collection of taxes assessed under
this section all other remedies provided by chapter
sixty for the collection of annual taxes upon real
estate.
This section shall not apply to a use, lease or
occupancy which is reasonably necessary to the
public purpose of a public airport, port facility,
Massachusetts Turnpike, transit authority or park,
which is available to the use of the general public
or to easements, grants, licenses or rights of way of
public utility companies; to the property of the
United States, or any instrumentality thereof, for
which payments are made in lieu of taxes in
amounts equivalent to taxes which might otherwise
be lawfully assessed, in behalf of the United States
or any instrumentality thereof; or to the property
of the United States, or any instrumentality thereof,
which is used by a manufacturing corporation so
classified under chapter fifty-eight.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 11. Amended by St.1980, c.
261, § 13.
§ 2C. Real estate sold by governmental or ex-
empt entities; pro rata taxation; com-
putation; collection remedies
Except as provided in section sixty-three A of
chapter forty-four, whenever in any fiscal year the
United States, the commonwealth, or a county, city
or town, or any instrumentality thereof, or any
entity whose real estate is exempt under clauses
Third, Four, Four A, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth,
Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth and Thirteenth of
section five, shall sell any real estate after January
first in any year, the grantee of the real estate shall
pay a pro rata amount or amounts, as hereinafter
defined, to the city or town where such real estate
is located in lieu of taxes that would have been due
for the applicable fiscal year under this chapter if
the real estate had been so owned on January first
of the year of sale and, with respect to a sale
between January first and June thirtieth, if the real
estate had been so owned on January first of the
year of sale and the preceding year. The pro rata
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amounts payable to the city or town shall be deter- amounts payable to the city or town shall be detei
mined as follows: mined as follows:
(a) A portion of a pro forma tax for the fiscal
year in which such sale occurred allocable on a pro
rata basis to the days remaining in such fiscal year
from the date of sale to the end of the fiscal year;
and
(b) A pro forma tax for the succeeding fiscal year
where the sales take place between January first
and June thirtieth of any year.
The pro forma tax shall be computed by applying
the tax rate or the appropriate classified tax rate of
the city or town for the fiscal year in which such
sale occurs, to the sale price after crediting any
exemption to which the grantee would have been
entitled under this chapter if the real estate had
been so owned on January first of the year of sale.
Such amounts shall be paid by the grantee to the
collector of the city or town within thirty days of
the date of the issuance by said city or town of a
notification of such liability to said grantee or the
date by which a tax assessed upon real estate
would otherwise be payable without interest for the
applicable fiscal year, whichever is later. Any
amount not paid by said date shall bear interest
from said date at the rate per annum provided in
section fifty-seven. The collector shall have for the
collection of sums assessed under this section all
remedies provided by chapter sixty for the collec-
tion of taxes upon real estate.
Sums received under this section shall not be
subject to section sixty-three of chapter forty-four,
but shall be credited to the general fund of the city
or town.
Added by St. 1985, c. 25.
§ 2D. Taxation of improved real estate based
on value at issuance of occupancy per-
mit; pro rata
(a) Whenever in any fiscal year real estate im-
proved in assessed value by over 50 per cent by
new construction is issued a temporary or perma-
nent occupancy permit after January 1 in any year,
the owner of the real estate shall pay a pro rata
amount or amounts, as herein defined, to the city
or town where such real estate is located that
would have been due for the applicable fiscal year
under this chapter if the real estate had been so
improved on the assessment date for the fiscal year
in which the occupancy permit issued. The
(1) A real estate tax based on the assessed value
of the improvement for the fiscal year in which
such improvement and issuance of an occupancy
permit occurred allocable on a pro rata basis to the
days remaining in the fiscal year from the date of
the issue of the occupancy permit to the end of the
fiscal year; and
(2) A real estate tax based on the assessed value
of the improvement for the succeeding fiscal year
where the occupancy takes place between January
1 and June 30 of any year.
(b) A real estate tax based on the assessed value
of the improvement shall be computed by applying
the tax rate or the appropriate classified tax rate ol
the city or town for the fiscal year in which such
improvement and issuance of an occupancy permit
occurs to the assessed value of the improvement as
if the real estate had been so improved on January
first of the year of occupancy.
(c) Such amounts shall be paid by the property
owner to the collector of the city or town within 30
days of the date of issuance by said city or town of
a notification of such liability to said property
owner or the date by which a tax assessed upon
real estate would otherwise be payable without
interest for the applicable fiscal year, whichever is
later. Any amount not paid by the said date shall
bear interest from the said date at the rate per
annum provided in section 57. The collector shall
have for the collection of sums assessed under this
section all remedies provided by chapter 60 for the
collection of taxes upon real estate.
(d) A person upon whom a tax has been assessed
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall have
all remedies provided by section 59 and section 64
of chapter 59 and all other applicable provisions of
the General Laws for the abatement and appeal of
taxes upon real estate.
(e) Whenever in any fiscal year, the assessed
value of real estate is decreased by over 50 per cent
as the result of fire or natural disaster, the city or
town shall abate or refund taxes received, as the
case may be, in an amount to be calculated in the
same manner as a real estate tax increase, based
on the assessed value of an improvement, is calcu-
lated pursuant to the provisions of this section.
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(f) The local appropriating authority, as defined
in section 21C, may reject this section by written
notification to the department of revenue.
Added bv St. 1998, c. 203. Amended by St.2003, c. 46,
§§41, 42, eff. July 31, 2003.
§§ 3, 3A. Repealed, 1978, 580, Sec. 16
§ 3B. Real estate acquired by eminent domain;
exceptions
All interests in real estate situated within the
commonwealth heretofore or hereafter acquired by
any corporation by eminent domain and all such
interests in real estate heretofore or hereafter pur-
chased by any corporation when it could have been
acquired by eminent domain shall, unless expressly
exempt by the charter of such corporation or by
statute, be taxed to such corporation. This section
shall not apply to real estate of the commonwealth
or of any of its political subdivisions; nor shall it
apply to real estate of a railroad corporation,
which shall continue to be governed by section
eighty-seven of chapter one hundred and sixty and
any other provisions of law applicable thereto.
Added by St. 1946, c. 393. Amended by St. 1974, c. 155,
§ 1.
§ 3C. Pipe lines
Anything in this chapter to the contrary notwith-
standing, every pipe line subject to valuation under
section thirty-eight A shall be subject to taxation
under this chapter as personal property, and shall
be assessed to the owner thereof by the assessors in
the respective cities and towns where such pipe
line is located.
Added by St. 1952, c. 614, § 1.
§ 3D. Repealed, 1974, 383, Sec. 2
§ 3E. Real estate owned by the United States
and leased to private interests; en-
forcement by lien or sale; collection
remedies
Whenever the Congress of the United States has
so provided, a leasehold interest in real estate
owned and leased by the United States and in
buildings and other things erected thereon or af-
fixed thereto shall be assessed and taxed to the
lessee or his assigns to the extent so provided by
the Congress. Payment of the aforesaid taxes shall
not be enforced by any lien upon or sale of the said
real estate but in the case of any leasehold subject
to taxation as aforesaid the interest of the lessee or
lessees or their assigns therein may be sold by the
collector of taxes of the city or town in which the
real estate is situated for the non-payment of the
tax assessed as aforesaid in the manner provided
by law for the sale of real estate for nonpayment of
local taxes. Said collectors shall have for the col-
lection of taxes assessed under this section all other
remedies provided by chapter sixty for the collec-
tion of taxes by collectors of cities and towns.
Added by St. 1 975, c. 513, § 3.
§ 3F. Child care facilities; classification as
property used for human habitation
For the purpose of this chapter and any other
general or special law classifying real property for
the purpose of taxation and in order to assist in the
provision of child care, cities and towns shall clas-
sify that portion of any such property operated as a
child care facility pursuant to section nine C of
chapter forty A in the same category as property
used or held for human habitation.
Added by St. 1990, c. 521, § 5.
§ 4. Property taxable as personal estate
Except as provided in the following section and
in chapters sixty-two and sixty-three, personal es-
tate for the purpose of taxation shall include:
First, Goods, chattels, money and effects, wher-
ever they are; ships and vessels and their equip-
ment at home or abroad, except as provided in
section eight of this chapter, in chapter sixty B and
in section sixty-seven of chapter sixty-three.
Second, Money at interest, and other debts due
the person to be taxed more than he is indebted or
pays interest for; but not including in such debts
due him or indebtedness from him any loan on
mortgage of real estate, taxable as real estate, ex-
cept the excess of such loan above the assessed
value of the mortgaged real estate.
Third, Public stocks and securities, bonds of rail-
roads and street railways and stocks in turnpikes,
bridges and moneyed corporations within or with-
out this commonwealth.
Amended by St.1978, c. 581, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l821,c. 107, § 2.
St. 1830, c. 151, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 4.
St. 1839, c. 139, § 2.
G.S.I 860, c. 11,§ 4.
St.l881,c. 284, § 1.
St.l881,c. 304, § 6.
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P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 4.
St.1882, c. 76.
St. 1888, c. 363.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 4.
St. 1902, c. 374, § 4.
St.l909,c. 440, § 2.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 4.
St. 1914, c. 198, § 2.
§ 5. Property; exemptions
The following property shall be exempt from
taxation and the date of determination as to age,
ownership or other qualifying factors required by
any clause shall be July first of each year unless
another meaning is clearly apparent from the con-
text; provided, however, that any person who re-
ceives an exemption under the provisions of clause
Seventeenth, Seventeenth C, Seventeenth D, Twen-
ty-second, Twenty-second A, Twenty-second B,
Twenty-second C, Twenty-second D, Twenty-second
E, Thirty-seventh, Thirty-seventh A, Forty-first, For-
ty-first B, Forty-first C, Forty-second or Forty-third
shall not receive an exemption on the same proper-
ty under any other provision of this section, except
clause Eighteenth or Forty-fifth.
First, Property owned by the United States so far
as the taxation of such property is constitutionally
prohibited, excepting property which the Congress
of the United States has permitted to be subject to
local taxation.
Second, Property of the commonwealth, except
real estate of which the commonwealth is in pos-
session under a mortgage for condition broken,
lands in Boston known as the commonwealth flats,
if leased for business purposes, lands and flats
lying below high water mark in Provincetown har-
bor, belonging to the commonwealth and occupied
by private persons by license of the department of
environmental protection together with all
wharves, piers and other structures which have
been built thereon subsequent to the twenty-sec-
ond day of May, nineteen hundred and twenty,
and those which may hereafter be built on said
lands and flats, in conformity with permits or li-
censes, buildings erected by lessees under section
twenty-six of chapter seventy-five, structures erect-
ed on land in state forests, parks and reservations
by persons occupying such land under authority
conferred by the commissioner of environmental
management, property taxable under chapter five
hundred and seventy-five of the acts of nineteen
hundred and twenty, and real estate taxable under
section three A.
Third, Personal property of a charitable organi-
zation, which term, as used in this clause, shall
mean (1) a literary, benevolent, charitable or scien-
tific institution or temperance society incorporated
in the commonwealth, and (2) a trust for literary,
benevolent, charitable, scientific or temperance
purposes if it is established by a declaration of trust
executed in the commonwealth or all its trustees
are appointed by a court or courts in the common-
wealth and if its principal literary, benevolent,
charitable, scientific or temperance purposes are
solely carried out within the commonwealth or its
literary, benevolent, charitable, scientific or tem-
perance purposes are principally and usually car-
ried out within the commonwealth; and real estate
owned by or held in trust for a charitable organiza-
tion and occupied by it or its officers for the
purposes for which it is organized or by another
charitable organization or organizations or its or
their officers for the purposes of such other chari-
table organization or organizations; and real estate
purchased by a charitable organization with the
purpose of removal thereto, until such removal, but
not for more than two years after such purchase;
provided, however, that:
—
(a) If any of the income or profits of the business
of the charitable organization is divided among the
stockholders, the trustees or the members, or is
used or appropriated for other than literary, benev-
olent, charitable, scientific or temperance purposes
or if upon dissolution of such organization a distri-
bution of the profits, income or assets may be made
to any stockholder, trustee or member, its property
shall not be exempt; and
(b) A corporation coming within the foregoing
description of a charitable organization or trust
established by a declaration of trust executed in the
commonwealth and coming within said description
of a charitable organization shall not be exempt for
any year in which it omits to bring in to the
assessors the list, statements and affidavit required
by section twenty-nine and a true copy of the
report for such year required by section eight F of
chapter twelve to be filed with the division of
public charities in the department of the attorney
general, nor shall it be exempt for that athletic
property or portion thereof for the part of the year
which the assessors have determined to be utilized
for other than literary, educational, benevolent,
temperance, charitable, or scientific purposes in
direct competition with a person engaged in the
same activity and subject to the tax imposed by this
chapter on properties so used. In the case of the
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exemption of property from tax for a part of the
year, the tax imposed shall bear the same propor-
tion to the tax which would be applicable to such
property if it were subject to tax for the entire year
as the time such property is employed in such use
bears to the total time during which such property
is available for use during the year.
(c) Real or personal property of a charitable
organization occupied or used wholly or partly as
or for an insane asylum, insane hospital, or institu-
tion for the insane, or principally for the treatment
of mental diseases or mental disorders, shall not be
exempt unless at least one fourth of all property so
occupied or used, wholly or partly, on the basis of
valuation thereof, and one fourth of the income of
all trust and other funds and property held for the
benefit of such asylum, hospital or institution and
not actually occupied or used by it for such pur-
poses, is used and expended entirely for the treat-
ment, board, lodging or other direct benefit of
indigent insane persons, or indigent persons in
need of treatment for mental diseases, as resident
patients, without any charge therefor to such per-
sons either directly or indirectly, except that a
charitable organization conducting an insane asy-
lum, insane hospital or institution for the insane to
which persons adjudged insane by due process of
law may be committed shall be exempt from taxa-
tion on personal property and buildings so occu-
pied or used, but shall be subject to taxation on the
fair cash value of the land owned by it and used for
the purposes of such asylum, hospital or institu-
tion; and
(d) Real estate acquired after May fourth, nine-
teen hundred and eleven, by any association or
private corporation formed or incorporated for the
care of the insane, shall not be exempt under
paragraph (c) unless the city council of the city, or
the inhabitants of the town, in which it is situated,
have by vote lawfully taken consented to the acqui-
sition of such real estate, to be so exempt; nor
shall real estate of a trust coming within the fore-
going description of a charitable organization, if
occupied or used wholly or partly as or for an
insane asylum, insane hospital, or institution for
the insane, or principally for the treatment of men-
tal diseases or mental disorders, be exempt under
paragraph (c) unless the city council of the city, or
the inhabitants of the town, in which it is situated,
have by vote lawfully taken consented to such ex-
emption; and
(e) Real and personal property of an educational
institution coming within the foregoing description
of a charitable organization which is occupied or
used wholly or principally as residences for officers
of such institutions and which is not part of or
contiguous to real estate which is the principal
location of such institution shall not be exempt.
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this paragraph, the provisions of subsection (c)
shall not apply to any charitable non-residential
mental health facility, organized under chapter one
hundred and eighty which provides clinical, thera-
peutic, diagnostic and counseling services to per-
sons with mental disorders. In any city or town
that accepts this paragraph, any real estate owned
by, or held in trust for, a charitable organization
for the purpose of creating community housing, as
defined in section 2 of chapter 44B, that was pur-
chased from an entity that acquired the property
pursuant to section 14 of chapter 244 shall be
exempt until such real estate is leased, rented or
otherwise disposed of, but not for more than 7
years after such purchase.
Fourth, That portion of the real estate and build-
ings of incorporated horticultural societies used for
their offices, libraries and buildings.
Fourth A, Real and personal estate of incorporat-
ed agricultural societies; provided, that if the
whole or any part of any such real estate is used for
other than agricultural exhibition purposes and if
the society derives any income from such use, such
real estate, or part, as the case may be, shall not be
exempt; and provided further, that if such society
has not held an agricultural exhibition on such
land for a period of three years or more, such real
estate shall not be exempt.
Fifth, The real and personal estate belonging to
or held in trust for the benefit of incorporated
organizations of veterans of any war in which the
United States has been engaged, to the extent of
two hundred thousand dollars, if actually used and
occupied by such association, and if the net income
from said property is used for charitable purposes;
but it shall not be exempt for any year in which
such association or the trustees holding for the
benefit of such association wilfully omit to bring in
to the assessors the list and statement required by
section twenty-nine.
Fifth A, The real and personal estate belonging to
or held in trust for the benefit of incorporated
organizations of veterans of any war in which the
United States has been engaged, to the extent of
four hundred thousand dollars, if actually used and
occupied by such association, and if the net income
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from said property is used for charitable purposes;
but it shall not be exempt for any year in which
such association or the trustees holding for the
benefit of such association wilfully omit to bring
into the assessors the list and statement required
by section twenty-nine. This clause shall take ef-
fect upon its acceptance by any city or town. In
those cities and towns which accept the provisions
of this clause, the provisions of clause Fifth shall
not be applicable; provided, however, that the
state treasurer shall annually reimburse the city or
town an amount equal to the reimbursement, if
any, granted to such city or town under said clause
Fifth for the most recent fiscal year in which it
received such reimbursement.
Fifth B, The real and personal estate belonging to
or held in trust for the benefit of incorporated
organizations of veterans of any war in which the
United States has been engaged, to the extent of
seven hundred thousand dollars, if used and occu-
pied by such association, and if the net income
from said property is used for charitable purposes;
provided, however, that such estate shall not be
exempt for any year in which such association or
the trustees holding for the benefit of such associa-
tion wilfully omit to file with the assessors the list
and statement required by section twenty-nine.
This clause shall take effect upon its acceptance by
any city or town. In a city or town which accepts
the provisions of this clause, the provisions of
clause Fifth and Fifth A shall not be applicable.
Fifth C, The real and personal estate belonging to
or held in trust for the benefit of incorporated
organizations of veterans of any war in which the
United States has been engaged, to the extent of
$1,500,000, if used and occupied by such associa-
tion, and if the net income from the property is
used for charitable purposes, but the estate shall
not be exempt for any year in which the associa-
tion, or the trustees holding for the benefit of the
association, willfully fails to file with the assessors
the list and statement required by section 29. This
clause shall take effect upon its acceptance by any
city or town. In a city or town which accepts this
clause, clauses Fifth, Fifth A and Fifth B shall not
be applicable.
Sixth, Real estate owned by or held in trust for a
regiment, corps, company or other organized unit
o! the volunteer militia and used exclusively for
military purposes, and tangible personal property
owned by such an organized unit of the volunteer
militia and used by it or its members exclusively for
military purposes, for any year in which the trustee
or a competent officer of the organization owning
such property brings in to the assessors the list and
statement required by section twenty-nine.
Seventh, Personal property of a fraternal society,
order or association, operating under the lodge
system or for the exclusive benefit of the members
of a fraternity itself operating under the lodge
system, and providing life, sick, accident or other
benefits for the members of such society, order or
association, or their dependents.
Eighth, Personal property of any retirement asso-
ciation exempted by section nineteen of chapter
thirty-two.
Ninth, Property of any annuity, pension or en-
dowment association exempted by section forty-one
of said chapter.
Tenth, Personal property owned by or held in
trust within the commonwealth for religious organ-
izations, whether or not incorporated, if the princi-
pal or income is used or appropriated for religious,
benevolent or charitable purposes.
Eleventh, Notwithstanding the provisions of any
other general or special law to the contrary, houses
of religious worship owned by, or held in trust for
the use of, any religious organization, and the pews
and furniture and each parsonage so owned, or
held in irrevocable trust, for the exclusive benefit of
the religious organizations, and including the offi-
cial residences occupied by district superintendents
of the United Methodist Church and the Christian
and Missionary Alliance and of the Church of the
Nazarene, and by district executives of the South-
ern New England District of the Assemblies of God,
Inc., Unitarian-Universalist Churches and the Bap-
tist General Conference of New England, and the
official residence occupied by the president of the
New England Synod of the Lutheran Church in
America, Inc., and the official residence occupied
by a person who has been designated by the con-
gregation of a Hebrew Synagogue or Temple as the
rabbi thereof, but such exemption shall not, except
as herein provided, extend to any portion of any
such house of religious worship appropriated for
purposes other than religious worship or instruc-
tion. The occasional or incidental use of such
property by an organization exempt from taxation
under the provisions of 26 USC Sec. 501(c)(3) of
the Federal Internal Revenue Code shall not be
deemed to be an appropriation for purposes other
than religious worship or instruction.
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Twelfth, Cemeteries, tombs and rights of burial,
so long as dedicated to the burial of the dead, and
buildings owned by religious nonprofit corpora-
tions and used exclusively in the administration of
such cemeteries, tombs and rights of burial.
Thirteenth, Personal property held by cities,
towns, religious societies and cemeteries, whether
incorporated or unincorporated, or by the com-
monwealth or by any corporation, for the perpetual
care of graves, cemetery lots and cemeteries, for
the placing of flowers upon graves, for the care or
renewal of gravestones, monuments or tombs, and
for the care and maintenance of burial chapels;
but this exemption shall not apply to any such
personal property held by a cemetery corporation
which distributes any of the income or profits of its
business among its stockholders or members, nor
shall such property be exempt for any year in
which the holder thereof, other than the state trea-
surer, omits to bring in to the assessors the list and
statement required by section twenty-nine.
Fourteenth, Any real or personal property of a
water company whose charter exempts such prop-
erty from taxation, but not of any other water
company unless exempted by clause sixteenth.
Fifteenth, Property other than real estate owned
by a credit union incorporated under chapter one
hundred and seventy-one; also the capital stock
thereof.
Sixteenth, (1) In the case of (a) a Massachusetts
savings bank, (b) a Massachusetts co-operative
bank, (c) a Massachusetts corporation subject to
taxation under chapter sixty-three other than a
corporation mentioned in either paragraph (2) or
paragraph (3) of this clause, or (d) a foreign corpo-
ration subject to taxation under section twenty,
twenty-three, fifty-two A or fifty-eight of said chap-
ter sixty-three, all property owned by such bank or
corporation other than the following:—real estate,
poles, underground conduits, wires and pipes, and
machinery used in manufacture or in supplying or
distributing water; provided, that in the case of a
foreign corporation subject to taxation under said
section twenty or said section twenty-three, the
laws of the state of incorporation, or, in the case of
a foreign corporation of another nation, the laws of
the state where it has elected to establish its princi-
pal office in the United States, grant similar ex-
emption from taxation of tangible property owned
by like corporations organized under or created by
the laws of the commonwealth.
(1A) Underground wires, conduits and appurte-
nant equipment installed in accordance with the
provisions of an ordinance or by-law adopted pur-
suant to the provisions of section twenty-two C or
section twenty-two D of chapter one hundred and
sixty-six to the extent of seventy-five per cent of the
value thereof.
[Paragraph (2) of clause Sixteenth effec-
tive for tax years beginning on or after
January 1, 2009. See 2008, 173, Sec. 101 J
(2) In the case of a business corporation subject
to tax under section 39 of chapter 63 that is not a
manufacturing corporation, all property owned by
the corporation other than the following:— real
estate, poles, underground conduits, wires and
pipes, and machinery used in the conduct of the
business, which term, as used in this clause, shall
not be considered to include stock in trade or any
personal property directly used in connection with
dry cleaning or laundering processes or in the
refrigeration of goods or in the air-conditioning of
premises or in any purchasing, selling, accounting
or administrative function.
[Paragraph (3) of clause Sixteenth effec-
tive for tax years beginning on or after
January 1, 2011. See 2010, 240, Sec. 200.]
(3) In the case of (i) a manufacturing corpora-
tion or a research and development corporation, as
defined in section 42B of chapter 63, or (ii) a
limited liability company that; (a) has its usual
place of business in the commonwealth; (b) is
engaged in manufacturing in the commonwealth
and whose sole member is a manufacturing corpo-
ration as defined in section 42B of chapter 63 or is
engaged in research and development in the com-
monwealth and whose sole member is a research
and development corporation as defined in said
section 42 B; and (c) is a disregarded entity, as
defined in paragraph 2 of section 30 of chapter 63,
all property owned by the corporation or the limit-
ed liability company other than real estate, poles
and underground conduits, wires and pipes; pro-
vided, however, that no property, except property
entitled to a pollution control abatement under
clause forty-fourth or a cogeneration facility, shall
be exempt from taxation if it is used in the manu-
facture or generation of electricity and it has not
received a manufacturing classification effective on
or before January 1, 1996. For the purposes of
this section, a cogeneration facility shall be an
electrical generating unit having power production
capacity which, together with any other power
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generation facilities located at the same site, is not
greater than 30 megawatts and which produces
electric energy and steam or other form of useful
energy utilized for industrial, commercial, heating
or cooling purposes. For purposes of this para-
graph, in determining whether the sole member of
a limited liability company treated as a disregarded
entity is a manufacturing corporation or a research
and development corporation, the attributes and
activities of the limited liability company shall be
taken into account by the member along with the
member's other attributes and activities. This
clause as it applies to a research and development
corporation, as defined in section 42B of said chap-
ter 63, and as it applies to a limited liability compa-
ny that is a disregarded entity and whose sole
member is a manufacturing corporation or a re-
search and development corporation shall take ef-
fect only upon its acceptance by the city or town in
which the real estate, poles and underground con-
duits, wires and pipes are located.
(4) Exemption under this clause shall not extend
to a corporation subject to section 15.01 of subdivi-
sion A of Part 15 of chapter 156D, if the corpora-
tion has failed to deliver the certificate required by
section 15.03 of said subdivision A of said Part 15
of said chapter 156D.
[Paragraph (5) of clause Sixteenth effec-
tive for tax years beginning on or after
January 1, 2009. See 2008, J 73, Sec. JOJ.]
(5) The classification by the commissioner or the
appellate tax board of a corporation as a business
corporation or a manufacturing corporation, as
respectively defined as aforesaid, shall be followed
in the assessment under this chapter of machinery
used in the conduct of the business.
Seventeenth, Real estate, to the taxable valuation
of two thousand dollars or the sum of one hundred
and seventy-five dollars, whichever would result in
an abatement of the greater amount of actual taxes
due, of a surviving spouse or of any minor whose
parent is deceased, occupied by such spouse, or
minor as her or his domicile, or a person or per-
sons over the age of seventy who has owned and
occupied it as a domicile for not less than ten
years; provided, that the whole estate, real and
personal, of such spouse, person or minor does not
exceed in value the sum of twenty thousand dol-
lars, exclusive of property otherwise exempt under
clauses Twelfth, Twentieth and Twenty-first and
exclusive of the value of the mortgage interest held
by persons other than the person or persons to be
exempted in such mortgaged real estate as may be
included in such whole estate. No real estate shall
be so exempt which the assessors shall adjudge has
been conveyed to such spouse, person or minor to
evade taxation. A spouse, person or minor ag-
grieved by any such judgment may appeal to the
county commissioners or to the appellate tax board
within the time and in such manner allowed by
section sixty-four or sixty-five, as the case may be.
Where the whole estate, real and personal, of such
spouse, person or minor exceeds in value the sum
of eight thousand dollars, exclusive of property
otherwise exempt as aforesaid and exclusive of the
value of the mortgage interest as aforesaid, this
exemption shall be borne by the commonwealth,
and the state treasurer shall annually reimburse
the city or town for the amount of the tax which
otherwise would have been collected. Any exemp-
tion under this clause, to the taxable valuation of
two thousand dollars or the sum of one hundred
and seventy-five dollars, whichever would result in
an abatement of the greater amount of actual taxes
due may be apportioned among the persons whose
title to the real estate was acquired under the
provisions of section three of chapter one hundred
and ninety and who qualify for an exemption under
this clause.
[ There is no clause Seventeenth A or Sev-
enteenth B.J
Seventeenth C, Real estate, to the taxable valua-
tion of two thousand dollars or the sum of one
hundred and seventy-five dollars, whichever would
result in an abatement of the greater amount of
actual taxes due, of a surviving spouse or of any
minor whose parent is deceased, occupied by such
spouse, or minor as her or his domicile, or a
person or persons over the age of seventy who has
owned and occupied it as a domicile for not less
than ten years; provided, that the whole estate,
real and personal, of such spouse, person or minor
does not exceed in value the sum of forty thousand
dollars, exclusive of property otherwise exempt un-
der clauses Twelfth, Twentieth and Twenty-first,
exclusive of the value of the mortgage interest held
by persons other than the person or persons to be
exempted in such mortgaged real estate as may be
included in such whole estate and exclusive of the
first sixty thousand dollars in value of real estate
occupied by such person as his domicile. No real
estate shall be so exempt which the assessors shall
adjudge has been conveyed to such spouse, person
or minor to evade taxation. A spouse, person or
minor aggrieved by any such judgment may appeal
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to the county commissioners or to the appellate tax
board within the time and in such manner allowed
by section sixty-four or sixty-five, as the case may
be. Any exemption under this clause, to the tax-
able valuation of two thousand dollars or the sum
of one hundred and seventy-five dollars, whichever
would result in an abatement of the greater amount
of actual taxes due may be apportioned among the
persons whose title to the real estate was acquired
under the provisions of section three of chapter one
hundred and ninety and who qualify for an exemp-
tion under this clause. This clause shall take effect
upon its acceptance by any city or town. In those
cities and towns which accept the provisions of this
clause, the provisions of clause Seventeenth shall
not be applicable; provided, however, that the
state treasurer shall annually reimburse the city or
town an amount equal to the reimbursement grant-
ed to such city or town under said clause Seven-
teenth for the most recent fiscal year in which it
received such reimbursement.
Seventeenth C xk. Real estate, to the taxable valu-
ation of two thousand dollars or the sum of one
hundred and seventy-five dollars, whichever would
result in an abatement of the greater amount of
actual taxes due, of a surviving spouse or of any
minor whose parent is deceased, occupied by such
spouse, or minor as her or his domicile, or a
person or persons over the age of seventy who has
owned and occupied it as a domicile for not less
than ten years; provided, however, that the whole
estate, real and personal of such spouse, person or
minor does not exceed in value the sum of forty
thousand dollars, exclusive of property otherwise
exempt under clauses Twelfth, Twentieth and
Twenty-first, exclusive of the value of the mortgage
interest held by persons other than the person or
persons to be exempted in such mortgaged real
estate as may be included in such whole estate and
exclusive of the first one hundred and fifty thou-
sand dollars in value of real estate occupied by
such person as his domicile. No real estate shall
be so exempt which the assessors shall adjudge has
been conveyed to such spouse, person or minor to
evade taxation. A spouse, person or minor ag-
grieved by any such judgment may appeal to the
county commissioners or to the appellate tax board
within the time and in such manner allowed by
section sixty-four or sixty-five, as the case may be.
Any exemption under this clause, to the taxable
valuation of two thousand dollars or the sum of one
hundred and seventy-five dollars, whichever would
result in an abatement of the greater amount of
actual taxes due may be apportioned among the
persons whose title to the real estate was acquired
under the provisions of section three of chapter one
hundred and ninety and who qualify for an exemp-
tion under this clause. This clause shall take effect
upon its acceptance by any city or town. In those
cities and towns which accept the provisions of this
clause, the provisions of clause Seventeenth shall
not be applicable; provided, however, that the
state treasurer shall annually reimburse the city or
town an amount equal to the reimbursement grant-
ed to such city or town under said clause Seven-
teenth for the most recent fiscal year in which it
received such reimbursement.
Seventeenth D, Real estate, to the taxable valua-
tion of two thousand dollars or the sum of one
hundred and seventy-five dollars, whichever would
result in an abatement of the greater amount of
actual taxes due, of a surviving spouse or of any
minor whose parent is deceased, occupied by such
spouse, or minor as her or his domicile, or a
person or persons over the age of seventy who has
owned and occupied it as a domicile for not less
than five years; provided, that the whole estate,
real and personal, of such spouse, person or minor
does not exceed in value the sum of forty thousand
dollars provided that the real property occupied by
such person as his or her domicile shall not be
included in computing the whole estate, except for
any portion of said real property which produces
income and exceeds two dwelling units, exclusive
of property otherwise exempt under clauses
Twelfth, Twentieth and Twenty-first, exclusive of
the value of the mortgage interest held by persons
other than the person or persons to be exempted in
such mortgaged real estate as may be included in
such whole estate.
No real estate shall be so exempt which the
assessors shall adjudge has been conveyed to such
spouse, person or minor to evade taxation. A
spouse, person or minor aggrieved by any such
judgment may appeal to the county commissioners
or to the appellate tax board within the time and in
such manner allowed by section sixty-four or sixty-
five, as the case may be. Any exemption under this
clause, to the taxable valuation of two thousand
dollars or the sum of one hundred and seventy-five
dollars, whichever would result in an abatement of
the greater amount of actual taxes due may be
apportioned among the persons whose title to the
real estate was acquired under the provisions of
section three of chapter one hundred and ninety
and who qualify for an exemption under this
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clause. This clause shall take effect in any city or
town upon its acceptance by such city or town for
fiscal years commencing on or after July first,
nineteen hundred and eighty-six, or for fiscal years
commencing on or after such later July first as the
city or town may elect. In those cities and towns
which accept the provisions of this clause, the
provisions of clauses Seventeenth and Seventeenth
C shall not be applicable; provided, however, that
the state treasurer shall annually reimburse the city
or town an amount equal to the reimbursement
granted to such city or town under said clause
Seventeenth for the most recent fiscal year in
which it received such reimbursement.
Seventeenth E, The amount of the whole estate,
real and personal, as set forth in clauses Seven-
teenth, Seventeenth C, Seventeenth C xfi and Seven-
teenth D, shall be increased annually by an amount
equal to the increase in the Consumer Price Index
published by the United States Department of La-
bor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, for such year. The
department of revenue shall annually inform each
city or town that accepts this clause of the amount
of this increase. This clause shall take effect in a
city or town upon its acceptance by such city or
town. Acceptance of this clause by a city or town
shall not increase its reimbursement by the com-
monwealth under this section.
Eighteenth, Any portion of the estates of persons
who by reason of age, infirmity and poverty, or
financial hardship resulting from a change to ac-
tive military status, not including initial enlistment
are in the judgment of the assessors unable to
contribute fully toward the public charges.
Eighteenth A, Real property, to an amount deter-
mined as hereinafter provided, of a person who by
reason of poverty, or financial hardship resulting
from a change to active military status, not includ-
ing initial enlistment is in the judgment of the
assessors unable to contribute fully toward the pub-
lic charges and which property is owned and occu-
pied by him as his domicile or owns the same
jointly with a spouse or jointly or as a tenant in
common with a person not a spouse and is occu-
pied by him as his domicile provided, that such
person has been domiciled in the commonwealth
for the preceding 10 years.
Any such person may, on or before December 15
of each year to which the tax relates or within 3
months after the date on which the bill or notice is
first sent, whichever is later, apply to the board of
assessors for an exemption of such real property
from taxation during such year; provided, howev-
er, that in the case of real estate owned by a person
jointly or as a tenant in common with a person not
his spouse, the exemption shall not exceed that
proportion of total valuation which the amount of
his interest in such property bears to the whole tax
due. The board of assessors may grant such ex-
emption provided that the owner or owners of such
real property have entered into a tax deferral and
recovery agreement with the board of assessors on
behalf of the city or town. The agreement shall
provide:
—
(1) that no sale or transfer of such real property
may be consummated unless the taxes which would
otherwise have been assessed on such portion of
the real property as is so exempt have been paid,
with interest at the rate of 8 per cent per annum or
such lesser rate as may be determined by the
legislative body of the city or town, subject to its
charter, not later than the beginning of the fiscal
year to which the tax relates;
(2) that the total amount of such taxes due, plus
interest, thereon, does not exceed 50 per cent of
the owner's proportional share of the full and fair-
cash value of such real property;
(3) that upon the demise of the owner of such
real property, the heirs-at-law, assignees or devi-
sees shall have first priority to said real property by
paying in full the total taxes which would otherwise
have been due, plus interest; provided, however,
that if such heir-at-law, assignee or devisee in a
surviving spouse who enters into a tax deferral and
recovery agreement under this clause, payment of
the taxes and interest due shall not be required
during the life of such surviving spouse. Any addi-
tional taxes deferred, plus interest, on said real
property under a tax deferral and recovery agree-
ment signed by a surviving spouse shall be added
to the taxes and interest which would otherwise
have been due, and the payment of which has been
postponed during the life of such surviving spouse,
in determining the 50 per cent requirement of
clause (2);
(4) that if the taxes due, plus interest, are not
paid by the heir-at-law, assignee or devisee or if
payment is not postponed during the life of a
surviving spouse, such taxes and interest shall be
recovered from the estate of the owner; and
(5) that any joint owner or mortgagee holding a
mortgage on such property has given written prior
approval for such agreement, which written ap-
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proval shall be made a part of such agreement;
and
(6) that the tax deferral and recovery agreement
shall not exceed 3 tax years, that the total amount
of the taxes due, plus interest, shall be paid in 5
equal payments over a 5 -year period, and that the
first payment shall be due 2 years after the last day
of the tax deferral.
In the case of each tax deferral and recovery
agreement entered into between the board of asses-
sors and the owner or owners of such real proper-
ty, the board of assessors shall forthwith cause to
be recorded in the registry of deeds of the county
or district in which the city or town is situated a
statement of their action which shall constitute a
lien upon the land covered by such agreement for
such taxes as have been assessed under this chap-
ter, plus interest as provided hereinafter.
A lien filed pursuant to this section shall be
subsequent to any liens securing a reverse mort-
gage, excepting shared appreciation instruments.
The statement shall name the owner or owners and
shall include a description of the land adequate for
identification. Unless such a statement is recorded
the lien shall not be effective with respect to a bona
fide purchaser or other transferee without actual
knowledge of such lien. The filing fee for such
statement shall be paid by the city or town and
shall be added to and become a part of the taxes
due.
In addition to the remedies provided by this
clause, the recorded statement of the assessors
provided for in this clause shall have the same
force and effect as a valid taking for nonpayment of
taxes under the provisions of section 53 of chapter
60, except that: (1) interest shall accrue at the rate
provided in this clause until the conveyance of the
property or the death of the person whose taxes
have been deferred, after which time interest shall
accrue at the rate provided in section 62 of said
chapter 60; (2) no assignment of the municipality's
interest under this clause may be made pursuant to
section 52 of said chapter 60; (3) no petition under
section 65 of said chapter 60 to foreclose the lien
may be filed before the expiration of 6 months from
the conveyance of the property or the death of the
person whose taxes have been deferred.
Nineteenth, Merchandise, machinery and ani-
mals owned by inhabitants of this commonwealth
but situated in another state.
Twentieth, The wearing apparel, farming utensils
and cash on hand of every person and the tools of
his trade if a mechanic, to any amount; his house-
hold furniture and effects, including jewelry, plate,
works of art, musical instruments, radios, televi-
sion sets and garage or stable accessories, in stor-
age in a public warehouse kept and maintained
under chapter one hundred and five or used or
commonly kept in or about the dwelling of which
he is owner of record or for the use of which he is
obligated to pay rent, and which is the place of his
domicile; and, to an amount not exceeding a total
value of ten thousand dollars, in respect to boats,
fishing gear and nets owned and actually used by
him in the prosecution of his business if engaged
exclusively in commercial fishing; provided, that
failure to comply with the provisions of sections
twenty-nine and sixty-one relative to the filing of a
list of his personal estate with the assessors shall
not be a bar to an abatement of the tax, if any,
imposed upon such personal estate.
Twenty-first, Mules, horses and neat cattle less
than one year old; swine, sheep and goats less than
six months old; domestic fowl not exceeding fif-
teen dollars in value; mules, horses, neat cattle,
swine, sheep, goats and domestic fowl subject to an
excise imposed by section eight A; neat cattle
which are less than three years old and held for the
personal use and consumption of the owner.
Twenty-second, Real estate of the following
classes of persons who are legal residents of the
commonwealth and who are veterans, as defined in
clause Forty-third of section seven of chapter four,
and whose last discharge or release from the
armed forces was under other than dishonorable
conditions and who were domiciled in Massachu-
setts for at least six months prior to entering such
service, or who have resided in the commonwealth
for five consecutive years next prior to date of filing
for exemptions under this clause, hereinafter re-
ferred to in this clause as soldiers and sailors,
provided such real estate is occupied in whole or in
part as his domicile by such person, and provided,
further that if the spouse of the soldier or sailor is
also a soldier or sailor each shall receive the
amount of exemption provided in this clause to the
same extent as if unmarried, to the amount of two
thousand dollars of assessed taxable valuation or
the sum of $400, whichever would result in an
abatement of the greater amount of actual taxes
due. No real estate shall be so exempt which the
assessors snail adjudge has been conveyed to a
soldier or sailor or to the spouse, surviving spouse,
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father or mother of a soldier or sailor to evade
taxation.
(a) Soldiers and sailors who, as a result of dis-
abilities contracted while in the line of duty, have a
disability rating of ten per cent or more as deter-
mined by the Veterans Administration or by any
branch of the armed forces. After the assessors
have allowed an exemption under this clause, no
further evidence of the existence of the facts re-
quired by this clause shall be required in any
subsequent year in the city or town in which the
exemption has been allowed, unless the disability
rating determined by the Veterans Administration
or any branch of the armed forces is reduced to
less than ten per cent; provided, however, that the
assessors may refuse to allow an exemption in any
subsequent year if they become aware that the
soldier or sailor did not satisfy all of the requisites
of this clause at the time the exemption was first
granted.
(b) Soldiers and sailors who served in the mili-
tary or naval service of the United States in the
Spanish War, in the Philippine Insurrection or in
the Chinese Relief Expedition and were discharged
or released in any manner other than dishonorably
therefrom.
(c) Soldiers and sailors who have been awarded
the decoration of the Purple Heart. No evidence of
disability shall be required under this paragraph.
After the assessors have allowed an exemption un-
der this paragraph, no further evidence of the
receiving of the Purple Heart shall be required in
any subsequent year in the city or town in which
the exemption has been so allowed.
(d) Spouses of soldiers and sailors entitled to
exemption under this clause and the surviving
spouse of soldiers or sailors described in this clause
who at the time of their death were entitled to
exemption or who lost their lives while serving in
said war or in said Insurrection or said Relief
Expedition, so long as they remain unmarried.
(e) Fathers and mothers of soldiers or sailors
who lost their lives in such service, provided that
only two thousand dollars of the taxable valuation
of real property or the sum of $400, whichever
would result in an abatement of the greater amount
of actual taxes due, of the real estate of any such
father or mother held jointly by them shall be
exempted; provided, further, that the words "fa-
ther and mother" as appearing in this paragraph,
shall be construed to include natural fathers and
mothers, and fathers and mothers by adoption and
persons who stood in loco parentis to such soldiers
and sailors.
(0 Surviving spouses of soldiers or sailors who
served in the armed forces of the United States
between April sixth, nineteen hundred and seven-
teen and November eleventh, nineteen hundred
and eighteen, or who were awarded the World War
I Victory Medal; provided such spouses have re-
mained unmarried and have resided in the com-
monwealth for five consecutive years next prior to
the date of filing for exemption under this section;
and provided, further, that the whole estate, real
and personal, of such spouse does not exceed in
value the sum of twenty thousand dollars, exclusive
of the value of the mortgage interest held by per-
sons other than such spouse in such mortgaged
real estate as may be included in such whole estate.
After the assessors have allowed an exemption un-
der this clause, no further evidence of the existence
of the facts required by this paragraph will be
required in any subsequent year in the city or town
in which the exemption has been so allowed, ex-
cept that the assessors may require an annual
statement that such spouse has remained unmar-
ried; provided, however, that the assessors may
refuse to allow an exemption in any subsequent
year if they become aware that the soldier or sailor
did not satisfy all of the requisites of this clause at
the time the exemption was first granted.
(g) For the purposes of this clause, $2,000.00 of
this exemption or up to the sum of $175.00, which-
ever basis is applicable shall be borne by the city or
town; the balance, up to the sum of $225 shall be
borne by the commonwealth.
Twenty-second A, Real estate of soldiers and
sailors and their spouses who are legal residents of
the commonwealth and who are veterans, as de-
fined in clause forty-three of section seven of chap-
ter four and whose last discharge or release from
the armed forces was under other than dishonor-
able conditions, and who were domiciled in Massa-
chusetts for at least six months prior to entering
such service or who have resided in the common-
wealth for five consecutive years next prior to date
of filing for exemption under this clause, who ac-
cording to the records of the Veterans Administra-
tion or of any branch of the armed forces of the
United States by reason of injury received or dis-
ease contracted while in such service and in the
line of duty, lost or have suffered permanent loss of
use of one foot at or above the ankle or lost or have
suffered permanent loss of use of one hand at or
above the wrist, or who according to the records of
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the Veterans Administration by reason of injury
received or disease contracted while in such ser-
vice, is receiving a statutory award from the Veter-
ans Administration for such loss or loss of sight of
one eye, or who have been awarded the congres-
sional medal of honor, the distinguished service
cross, the navy cross or the air force cross, to the
amount of four thousand dollars of the taxable
valuation of real property or the sum of $750
whichever would result in an abatement of the
greater amount, of actual taxes due, in the case of
each person, provided that such real estate is occu-
pied as his domicile by such person, and provided,
further, that if said property be greater than a
single family house, then only that value of so
much of said house as is occupied by said person
as his domicile or a proportionate part of $750,
whichever would result in an abatement of the
greater amount of actual taxes due, shall be ex-
empted. After the assessors have allowed an ex-
emption under this clause, no further evidence of
the existence of the facts required by this clause
shall be required in any subsequent year in the city
or town in which the exemption has been granted;
provided, however, that the assessors may refuse to
grant an exemption in any subsequent year if they
become aware that the soldier or sailor did not
satisfy all of the requisites of this clause at the time
the exemption was first granted. An exemption
under this clause shall continue unchanged for the
benefit of the surviving spouse after the death of
such disabled veteran as long as the surviving
spouse of the qualified veteran shall remain an
owner and occupant of a domicile subject to the
exemption.
Two thousand dollars of this exemption or up to
the sum of one hundred and seventy-five dollars,
whichever basis is applicable shall be borne by the
city or town; the balance, up to two thousand
dollars of exemption or up to the sum of $575,
whichever basis is applicable, shall be borne by the
commonwealth; and the state treasurer shall annu-
ally reimburse the city or town for the amount of
the tax which otherwise would have been collected
on account of this balance.
Twenty-second B, Real estate of soldiers and
sailors and their spouses who are legal residents of
the commonwealth and who are veterans, as de-
fined in clause forty-three of section seven of chap-
ter four, and whose last discharge or release from
the armed forces was under other than dishonor-
able conditions, and who were domiciled in Massa-
chusetts for at least six months prior to entering
such service, or who have resided in the common-
wealth for five consecutive years next prior to the
date of filing for exemption under this clause, who
according to the records of the Veterans Adminis-
tration or of any branch of the armed forces by
reason of such service in the armed forces of the
United States have suffered in the line of duty the
loss or permanent loss of use of both feet at or
above the ankle, or loss or permanent loss of use of
both hands at or above the wrist or loss or perma-
nent loss of use of one foot at or above the ankle
and one hand at or above the wrist, or the loss of
sight of both eyes as prescribed and certified by the
Veterans Administration to the amount of eight
thousand dollars of the taxable valuation of real
property or the sum of $1,250, whichever would
result in an abatement of the greater amount of
actual taxes due, provided, that such real estate is
occupied as his domicile by such person, and pro-
vided, further, that if said property be greater than
a single family house then only that value of so
much of said house as is occupied by said person
as his domicile or a proportionate part of $1,250
whichever would result in an abatement of the
greater amount of actual taxes due, shall be ex-
empted. An exemption under this clause shall con-
tinue unchanged for the benefit of the surviving
spouse after the death of such disabled veteran, as
long as the surviving spouse of the qualified veter-
an shall remain an owner and occupant of a domi-
cile subject to the exemption.
After the assessors have allowed an exemption
under this clause, no further evidence of the exis-
tence of the facts required by this clause shall be
required in any subsequent year in the city or town
in which the exemption has been so allowed; pro-
vided, however, that the assessors may refuse to
allow an exemption in any subsequent year if they
become aware that the soldier or sailor did not
satisfy all of the requisites of this clause at the time
the exemption was first granted.
Two thousand dollars of this exemption or up to
the sum of one hundred and seventy-five dollars,
whichever basis is applicable, shall be borne by the
city or town; the balance up to six thousand dol-
lars of exemption or up to the sum of $1,075,
whichever basis is applicable, shall be borne by the
commonwealth; and the state treasurer shall annu-
ally reimburse the city or town for the amount of
the tax which otherwise would have been collected
on account of this balance.
Twenty-second C, Real estate of soldiers and
sailors and their spouses who are legal residents of
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the commonwealth who are veterans, as defined in
clause forty-three of section seven of chapter four,
and whose last discharge or release from the
armed forces was under other than dishonorable
conditions, and who were domiciled in Massachu-
setts for at least six months prior to entering such
service, or who have resided in the commonwealth
for five consecutive years next prior to date of filing
for exemption under this clause, and who accord-
ing to the records of the Veterans Administration
by reason of such service in the armed forces of the
United States have suffered in the line of duty
permanent and total disability, and who by reason
of such disability have received assistance in ac-
quiring "specially adapted housing" under laws
administered by the Veterans Administration to the
amount of ten thousand dollars of the taxable valu-
ation of real property or the sum of $1,500, which-
ever would result in an abatement of the greater
amount of actual taxes due, provided, that such
real estate is occupied as his domicile by such
person, and provided, further, that if said property
be greater than a single family house then only that
value of so much of said house as is occupied by
said person as his domicile or a proportionate part
of $1,500, whichever would result in an abatement
of the greater amount of actual taxes due, shall be
exempted. An exemption under this clause shall
continue unchanged for the benefit of the surviving
spouse after the death of such a disabled veteran,
as long as the surviving spouse of the qualified
veteran shall remain an owner and occupant of a
domicile subject to the exemption.
After the assessors have allowed an exemption
under this clause, no further evidence of the exis-
tence of the facts required by this clause shall be
required in any subsequent year in the city or town
in which the exemption has been so allowed; pro-
vided, however, that the assessors may refuse to
allow an exemption in any subsequent year if they
become aware that the soldier or sailor did not
satisfy all of the requisites of this clause at the time
the exemption was first granted.
Two thousand dollars of this exemption or up to
the sum of one hundred and seventy-five dollars,
whichever basis is applicable, shall be borne by the
city or town; the balance up to eight thousand
dollars of exemption or up to the sum of $1,325,
whichever basis is applicable, shall be borne by the
commonwealth; and the state treasurer shall annu-
ally reimburse the city or town for the amount of
the tax which otherwise would have been collected
on account ol this balance.
[Clause Twenty-second D applicable as
provided by 2006,260, Sec. 17.]
Twenty-second D, Real estate to the full amount
of the taxable valuation of real property of the
surviving spouses of soldiers and sailors and mem-
bers of the National Guard whose death occurred
as a proximate result of an injury sustained or
disease contracted in a combat zone, or who are
missing in action with a presumptive finding of
death, as a result of combat as members of the
armed forces of the United States, if the real estate
is occupied by the surviving spouse as a domicile,
and if the surviving spouse has been domiciled in
the commonwealth for 5 consecutive years next
before the date for filing for exemption under this
clause or the soldier or sailor or member of the
National Guard was domiciled in Massachusetts
for at least 6 months before entering service.
Such exemption shall be available until such
time that the surviving spouse dies or remarries;
provided, however, that in no case shall the abate-
ment amount exceed the sum of $2,500 in any
fiscal year following the fifth fiscal year of receipt
of the abatement.
No real estate shall be so exempt which has been
conveyed to the surviving spouse to evade taxation.
The amount of the exemption shall be borne by the
commonwealth, and the state treasurer shall annu-
ally reimburse the city or town for the amount of
the tax which otherwise would have been collected
for this exemption.
Twenty-second E, Real estate of soldiers and
sailors and their spouses who are legal residents of
the commonwealth and who are veterans as de-
fined in clause forty-three of section seven of chap-
ter four, and who, as a result of disabilities con-
tracted while in such service and in the line of
duty, have a disability rating of one hundred per
cent as determined by the Veterans Administration,
and who were domiciled in the commonwealth for
at least six months prior to entering such service,
or who have resided in the commonwealth for five
consecutive years next prior to date of filing for
exemption under this clause, to the amount of six
thousand dollars of the taxable valuation of real
property or the sum of $1,000, whichever would
result in an abatement of the greater amount of
actual taxes due, provided, that such real estate is
occupied as his domicile by such person; and pro-
vided further, that if said property be greater than
399
59 §5 MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
a single-family house, then only that value of so
much of said house as is occupied by said person
as his domicile or a proportionate part of $1,000,
whichever would result in an abatement of the
greater amount of actual taxes due, shall be ex-
empted. An exemption under this clause shall con-
tinue unchanged for the benefit of the surviving
spouse after the death of such disabled veteran as
long as the surviving spouse of the qualified veter-
an shall remain an owner and occupant of a domi-
cile subject to the exemption.
After the assessors have allowed an exemption
under this clause, the assessors shall require an
annual statement certifying that the disability rat-
ing as determined by the Veterans Administration
has not been reduced to less than one hundred per
cent.
No real estate shall be so exempt which the
assessors shall adjudge has been conveyed to such
soldier or sailor to evade taxation.
Two thousand dollars of this exemption or up to
the sum of one hundred and seventy-five dollars,
whichever basis is applicable, shall be borne by the
city or town; the balance, up to four thousand
dollars of exemption or up to the sum of $825,
whichever basis is applicable, shall be borne by the
commonwealth; and the state treasurer shall annu-
ally reimburse the city or town for the amount of
the tax which otherwise would have been collected
on account of this balance.
Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, in
any city or town which accepts the provisions of
this paragraph, said exemptions available under
clauses twenty-second, twenty-second A, twenty-
second B, twenty-second C, twenty-second D and
twenty-second E may be granted to otherwise eligi-
ble persons who have resided in the common-
wealth for one year prior to the date of filing for
exemptions under the applicable clause.
[There is no clause Twenty-third.]
Twenty-fourth, All intangible personal property.
[ There is no clause Twenty-fifth.]
Twenty-sixth, Land classified under chapter six-
ty-one, except from the taxes provided for in said
chapter.
[There are no clauses Twenty-seventh to
Thirty-fourth.]
Thirty-fifth, Motor vehicles and trailers subject to
taxation or exempted from taxation under the pro-
visions of chapter sixty A, irrespective of the date of
registration thereof under chapter ninety.
Thirty-sixth, Manufactured homes located in
manufactured housing communities subject to the
monthly license fee provided for under section thir-
ty-two G of chapter one hundred and forty and
mobile homes deemed, by section 514 of the Sol-
diers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act of 1940, as
amended, 1 not to be located or present in or have a
situs in such city or town for the purposes of
taxation in respect to personal property, and for
the purposes of this clause, a manufactured or
mobile home shall include, but not be limited to,
normal repairs and domiciliary additions and that
repairs and domiciliary additions shall include, but
not be limited to, repair or replacement of existing
masonry, addition or replacement of new ceiling,
wall floor surfacing, air conditioning installation or
any domiciliary attachment.
Thirty-seventh, Real property, to the amount of
five thousand dollars of the taxable valuation of
real property, or the sum of four hundred and
thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents, whichever
would result in an abatement of the greater amount
of actual taxes due, of a blind person who is a legal
resident of the commonwealth, whether such prop-
erty is owned by him separately or jointly or as a
tenant in common; provided, that such property is
occupied by such person as his domicile. No real
property shall be so exempt which has been con-
veyed to such blind person to evade taxation.
Four thousand dollars of this exemption or the
sum of three hundred and fifty dollars, whichever
basis is applicable, shall be borne by the city or
town, the balance up to one thousand dollars of
exemption or eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents,
whichever basis is applicable, shall be borne by the
commonwealth; and the state treasurer shall annu-
ally reimburse the city or town for the amount of
the tax which otherwise would have been collected
on account of this balance.
Thirty-seventh A, The sum of five hundred dollars
of the actual taxes due, of a blind person who is a
legal resident of the commonwealth, whether such
property is owned by him separately or jointly or as
a tenant in common; provided, that such property
is occupied by such person as his domicile. No
real property shall be exempt which has been con-
veyed to such blind person to evade taxation. This
clause shall take effect upon its acceptance by any
citv or town. In those cities and towns which
accept the provisions of this clause, the provisions
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of clause thirty-seventh shall not be applicable;
provided, however, the sum of eighty-seven dollars
and fifty cents of this exemption shall be borne by
the commonwealth, and the state treasurer shall
annually reimburse the city or town for the amount
thereof.
Thirty-eighth, In determining the valuation, for
city and town tax purposes, of any privately-owned
airport, the value of any improvements on or to the
landing area shall not be included so long as the
owner grants free use of the landing area to the
general public for the landing, taking off and taxi-
ing of aircraft; provided, however, that the airport
shall meet the minimum requirements set forth by
the aeronautics division in rules and regulations
issued pursuant to section 39 of chapter 90 and is
certified by the aeronautics division to be included
within the needs of civil aeronautics as established
by the state airport plan prepared pursuant to
section 39A of said chapter 90 and is approved for
commercial operation by the aeronautics division.
[There is no clause Thirty-ninth.]
Fortieth, Air-raid, bomb or fall-out shelters con-
structed under standards established by the Massa-
chusetts emergency management agency of the
commonwealth or the United States in or in con-
nection with residential dwellings so long as such
shelters shall be used exclusively for air-raid, bomb
or fall-out protection.
Forty-first, Real property, to the amount of four
thousand dollars of the taxable valuation of real
property or the sum of five hundred dollars, which-
ever would amount in an abatement of the greater
amount of taxes due, of a person who has reached
his seventieth birthday prior to the fiscal year for
which an abatement is sought and occupied by said
person as his domicile, or of a person who owns
the same jointly with his spouse, either of whom
has reached his seventieth birthday prior to the
fiscal year for which an abatement is sought and
occupied by them as their domicile, or of a person
who has reached his seventieth birthday prior to
the fiscal year for which an abatement is sought
who owns the same jointly or as a tenant in com-
mon with a person not his spouse and occupied by
him as his domicile; provided; (A) that such per-
son (1) has been domiciled in the commonwealth
for the preceding ten years (2) has so owned and
occupied such real property or other real property
in the commonwealth for five years, or (3) is a
surviving spouse who inherits such real property
and has occupied such real property or other real
property in the commonwealth for five years and
who otherwise qualifies under this clause; (B) that
such person had, in the preceding year, gross re-
ceipts from all sources of less than six thousand
dollars, or, if married, combined gross receipts
with his spouse of less than seven thousand dollars,
provided, however, that in computing the gross
receipts of an applicant under this clause ordinary
business expenses and losses may be deducted, but
not personal or family expenses, and provided,
further, that there shall be deducted from the total
amount received by the applicant under the federal
social security or railroad retirement and from any
annuity, pension, or retirement plan established for
employees of the United States government, the
government of the commonwealth, or the govern-
ment of any city, town, county, or special district,
included in such gross receipts, an amount equiva-
lent to the minimum payment then payable under
said lederal social security law, as determined by
the commissioner of revenue, to a retired worker
seventy years of age or over, if the applicant is
unmarried, or to a retired worker and spouse, both
of whom are seventy years of age or over, if the
applicant is married; and (C) that such person had
a whole estate, real and personal, not in excess of
seventeen thousand dollars, or if married, not in
excess of twenty thousand dollars, provided that
real property occupied as his domicile shall not be
included in computing the whole estate except for
any portion of said property which produces in-
come, provided however that a taxpayer may, at
his option, elect to include the value of real proper-
ty occupied as his domicile in computing the value
of his whole estate. If such real property is includ-
ed in the whole estate, the value of the whole estate
shall not exceed forty thousand dollars, or if mar-
ried, forty-five thousand dollars. Household fur-
nishings and property already exempt under the
twelfth, twentieth, twenty-first, and thirty-fifth
clauses of this section shall not be included in
computing the whole estate. In the case of real
estate owned by a person jointly or as a tenant in
common with a person not his spouse, the amount
of his exemption under this clause shall be that
proportion of four thousand dollars valuation or
the sum of five hundred dollars, whichever would
result in an abatement of the greater amount of
taxes due, which the amount of his interest in such
property bears to the whole tax due; provided that
no exemption shall be granted to any joint tenant
or tenant in common unless the gross receipts from
all sources whatsoever of each joint tenant or ten-
ant in common is less than six thousand dollars or,
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if married, the combined gross receipts from all
sources whatsoever of each joint tenant or tenant
in common and his spouse is less than seven thou-
sand dollars and unless the combined whole estate,
real and personal, of each joint tenant or tenant in
common is less than twelve thousand dollars or, if
married, the combined whole estate, real and per-
sonal of each joint tenant in common and his
spouse does not exceed fifteen thousand dollars;
and provided, further, that no proportion of the
exemption shall be denied to any applicant other-
wise qualified for the reason that another joint
tenant or tenant in common receives a proportion
of the total exemption. In determining the total
period of ownership of an applicant for exemption
under this clause, the time during which the same
property was owned by a husband or wife individu-
ally shall be added to the period during which such
property was owned by said husband and wife
jointly. Where a portion of the real property occu-
pied as a domicile of an applicant under this clause
is located within a municipality other than the
municipality in which the applicant is domiciled,
and where the value of said property, or the taxes,
assessed by the municipality in which such appli-
cant is domiciled would result in his receiving less
than the maximum exemption provided by this
clause, that part of the property of such applicant
within such other municipality shall be exempt to a
value, or to an amount of tax, sufficient to grant the
applicant the total maximum exemption provided
by the clause. Any person who receives an exemp-
tion under the provisions of this clause shall not
receive an exemption on the same property under
any other provision of this section except clause
Eighteen.
Any amount of money annually appropriated by
the commonwealth for the purpose of reimbursing
cities and towns for taxes abated under this clause,
clause Forty-first B, clause Forty-first C, and clause
Forty-first C xk shall be distributed as hereinafter
provided. The commissioner of revenue shall di-
vide said sum by the number of exemptions under
this clause, clause Forty-first B, clause Forty-first C
and clause Forty-first C x/i granted in the preceding
fiscal year and distribute to each city and town a
pro rata share of said sum based upon the number
of such exemptions granted in each city and town.
If a city or town has elected to grant exemptions
under clause Forty-first B, clause Forty-first C or
clause Forty-first C xk in lieu of this clause, the
number of exemptions granted in such city or
town, for purposes of this computation, shall not
exceed the number of exemptions granted under
this clause in such city or town in the most recent
fiscal year in which such exemptions under this
clause were granted. If a city of town has elected
to grant exemptions under clause Forty-first C l/i in
lieu of this clause, the value of exemptions granted,
for purposes of this exemption, shall not be greater
than $500 per residence for which an exemption is
granted.
Forty-first A, Real property, to an amount deter-
mined as hereinafter provided, of a person sixty-
five years of age or over and occupied by him as
his domicile, of a person who owns the same
jointly with his spouse, either of whom is sixty-five
years of age or over, and occupied as their domi-
cile, or of a person who owns the same jointly or as
a tenant in common with a person not his spouse
and occupied by him as his domicile; provided,
that such person has been domiciled in the com-
monwealth for the preceding ten years and
(1) has so owned and occupied as his domicile
such real property or other real property in the
commonwealth for five years; or
(2) is a surviving spouse who inherits such real
property and has occupied such real property or
other real property in the commonwealth as his or
her domicile for five years and who otherwise
qualifies under this clause; and provided further
that such person, and such person and his spouse,
if married, had, during the preceding year, gross
receipts from all sources not in excess of twenty
thousand dollars. Any city or town may also, by
vote of its legislative body, adopt a higher maxi-
mum qualifying gross receipts amount for the pur-
poses of this section; provided, however, that such
maximum qualifying gross receipts amount shall
not exceed the amount of income determined by
the commissioner of revenue for the purposes of
subsection (k) of section 6 of chapter 62, for a
single person who is not a head of household.
In determining the total period ownership of an
applicant for exemption under this clause, the time
during which the same property was owned by a
husband or wife individually shall be added to the
period during which such property was owned by
said husband and wife jointly. In computing the
gross receipts of such an applicant or of such an
applicant and his spouse, if married, ordinary busi-
ness expenses and losses may be deducted but not
personal and family expenses.
Any such person may, on or before December
fifteenth of each year to which the tax relates or
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within three months after the date on which the bill
or notice is first sent, whichever is later, apply to
the board of assessors for an exemption of all or
part of such real property from taxation during
such year; provided, however, that in the case of
real estate owned by a person jointly or as a tenant
in common with a person not his spouse, the
exemption shall not exceed that proportion of total
valuation which the amount of his interest in such
property bears to the whole tax due. The board of
assessors shall grant such exemption provided that
the owner or owners of such real property have
entered into a tax deferral and recovery agreement
with said board of assessors on behalf of the city or
town. The said agreement shall provide:
(1) that no sale or transfer of such real property
may be consummated unless the taxes which would
otherwise have been assessed on such portion of
the real property as is so exempt have been paid,
with interest at the rate of eight per cent per
annum or such lesser rate as may be determined by
the legislative body of the city or town, subject to
its charter, no later than the beginning of the fiscal
year to which the tax relates;
(2) that the total amount of such taxes due, plus
interest, for the current and prior years does not
exceed fifty per cent of the owner's proportional
share of the full and fair cash value of such real
property;
(3) that upon the demise of the owner of such
real property, the heirs-at-law, assignees or devi-
sees shall have first priority to said real property by
paying in full the total taxes which would otherwise
have been due, plus interest; provided, however, if
such heir-at-law, assignee or devisee is a surviving
spouse who enters into a tax deferral and recovery
agreement under this clause, payment of the taxes
and interest due shall not be required during the
life of such surviving spouse. Any additional taxes
deferred, plus interest, on said real property under
a tax deferral and recovery agreement signed by a
surviving spouse shall be added to the taxes and
interest which would otherwise have been due, and
the payment of which has been postponed during
the life of such surviving spouse, in determining
the fifty per cent requirement of subparagraph (2);
(4) that if the taxes due, plus interest, are not
paid by the heir-at-law, assignee or devisee or if
payment is not postponed during the life of a
surviving spouse, such taxes and interest shall be
recovered from the estate of the owner; and
(5) that any joint owner or mortgagee holding a
mortgage on such property has given written prior
approval for such agreement, which written ap-
proval shall be made a part of such agreement.
In the case of each tax deferral and recovery
agreement entered into between the board of asses-
sors and the owner or owners of such real proper-
ty, said board of assessors shall forthwith cause to
be recorded in the registry of deeds of the county
or district in which the city or town is situated a
statement of their action which shall constitute a
lien upon the land covered by such agreement for
such taxes as have been assessed under the provi-
sions of this chapter, plus interest as hereinafter
provided. A lien filed pursuant to this section shall
be subsequent to any liens securing a reverse mort-
gage, excepting shared appreciation instruments.
The statement shall name the owner or owners and
shall include a description of the land adequate for
identification. Unless such a statement is recorded
the lien shall not be effective with respect to a bona
fide purchaser or other transferee without actual
knowledge of such lien. The filing fee for such
statement shall be paid by the city or town and
shall be added to and become a part of the taxes
due.
In addition to the remedies provided by this
clause, the recorded statement of the assessors
provided for in this clause shall have the same
force and effect as a valid taking for nonpayment of
taxes under the provisions of section fifty-three of
chapter sixty, except that: (1) interest shall accrue
at the rate provided in this clause until the convey-
ance of the property or the death of the person
whose taxes have been deferred, after which time
interest shall accrue at the rate provided in section
sixty-two of chapter sixty; (2) no assignment of the
municipality's interest under this clause may be
made pursuant to section fifty-two of chapter sixty;
(3) no petition under section sixty-five of chapter
sixty to foreclose the lien may be filed before the
expiration of six months from the conveyance of
the property or the death of the person whose taxes
have been deferred.
Forty-first B, Real property, to the amount of
four thousand dollars of taxable valuation or the
sum of five hundred dollars, whichever would
amount in an exemption of the greater amount of
taxes due, of a person who has reached his seventi-
eth birthday prior to the fiscal year for which an
exemption is sought and occupied by said person
as his domicile, or of a person who owns the same
jointly with his spouse, either of whom has reached
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his seventieth birthday prior to the fiscal year for
which an exemption is sought and occupied by
them as their domicile, or for a person who has
reached his seventieth birthday prior to the fiscal
year for which an exemption is sought who owns
the same jointly or as a tenant in common with a
person not his spouse and occupied by him as his
domicile; provided: (A) that such person (1) has
been domiciled in the commonwealth for the pre-
ceding ten years, (2) has so owned and occupied
such real property or other real property in the
commonwealth for five years, or (3) is a surviving
spouse who inherits such real property and has
occupied such real property in the commonwealth
five years and who otherwise qualified under this
clause; (B) that such person had, in the preceding
year gross receipts from all sources of less than ten
thousand dollars, or if married, combined gross
receipts with his spouse of less than twelve thou-
sand dollars, provided, however, that in computing
the gross receipts of an applicant under this clause
ordinary business expenses and losses may be de-
ducted, but not personal or family expenses, and
provided, further, that there shall be deducted from
the total amount received by the applicant under
the federal social security or railroad retirement
and from any annuity, pension, or retirement plan
established for employees of the United States gov-
ernment, the government of the commonwealth, or
the government of any city, town, county, or spe-
cial district, included in such gross receipts, an
amount equivalent to the minimum payment then
payable under said federal social security law, as
determined by the commissioner of revenue, to a
retired worker seventy years of age or over, if the
applicant is unmarried, or to a retired worker and
spouse, both of whom are seventy years of age or
over, if the applicant is married; and (C) that such
person had a whole estate, real and personal, not
in excess of twenty thousand dollars, or if married,
not in excess of twenty-three thousand dollars, pro-
vided that real property occupied as his domicile
shall not be included in computing the whole estate
except for any portion of said property which pro-
duces income. In the case of real property owned
by a person jointly or as a tenant in common with a
person not his spouse, the amount of his exemption
under this clause shall be that proportion of four
thousand dollars valuation or the sum of five hun-
dred dollars, whichever would result in an exemp-
tion of the greater amount of taxes due, which the
amount of his interest in such property bears to the
whole tax due; provided: (A) that no exemption
shall be granted to any joint tenant or tenant in
common unless the gross receipts from all sources
whatsoever of each joint tenant or tenant in com-
mon is less than ten thousand dollars or, if mar-
ried, the combined gross receipts from all sources
whatsoever of each joint tenant or tenant in com-
mon and his spouse is less than twelve thousand
dollars, provided, however, that in computing the
gross receipts of an applicant under this clause
ordinary business expenses and losses may be de-
ducted, but not personal or family expenses, and
provided, further, that there shall be deducted from
the total amount received by the applicant under
the federal social security or railroad retirement
and from any annuity, pension, or retirement plan
established for employees of the United States gov-
ernment, the government of the commonwealth, or
the government of any city, town, county, or spe-
cial district, included in such receipts, an amount
equivalent to the minimum payment then payable
under said federal social security law, as deter-
mined by the commissioner of revenue, to a retired
worker seventy years of age or over, if the appli-
cant is unmarried, or to a retired worker and
spouse, both of whom are seventy years of age or
over, if the applicant is married; and (B) that the
combined whole estate, real and personal, of each
joint tenant or tenant in common is less than
twenty thousand dollars or, if married, the com-
bined whole estate, real and personal of each joint
tenant or tenant in common and his spouse does
not exceed twenty-three thousand dollars, provided
that real property occupied as their domicile shall
not be included in computing the whole estate
except for any portion of said property which pro-
duces income. No proportion of the exemption
shall be denied to any applicant otherwise qualified
for the reason that another joint tenant or tenant in
common receives a proportion of the total exemp-
tion. Household furnishings and property already
exempt under the twelfth, twentieth, thirty-first,
and thirty-fifth clauses of this section shall not be
included in computing the whole estate for pur-
poses of this section. Where a portion of the real
property occupied as a domicile of an applicant
under this clause is located within a municipality
other than the municipality in which the applicant
is domiciled, and where the value of said property,
or the taxes, assessed by the municipality in which
such applicant is domiciled would result in his
receiving less than the maximum exemption pro-
vided by this clause, that part of the property of
such applicant within such other municipality shall
be exempt to a value, or to an amount of tax,
sufficient to grant the applicant the total maximum
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exemption provided by the clause. This clause
shall take effect upon its acceptance by any city or
town. In those cities and towns which accept the
provisions of this clause, the provisions of clause
Forty-first shall not be applicable; provided, how-
ever, that any amount of money annually appropri-
ated by the commonwealth for the purpose of reim-
bursing cities and towns for taxes abated under this
clause and clause Forty-first shall be distributed as
provided in said clause Forty-first.
Forty-first C, Real property, to the amount of
four thousand dollars of taxable valuation or the
sum of five hundred dollars, whichever would
amount in an exemption of the greater amount of
taxes due, of a person who has reached his seventi-
eth birthday prior to the fiscal year for which an
exemption is sought and occupied by said person
as his domicile, or of a person who owns the same
jointly with his spouse, either of whom has
reached his seventieth birthday prior to the fiscal
year for which an exemption is sought and occu-
pied by them as their domicile, or for a person
who has reached his seventieth birthday prior to
the fiscal year for which an exemption is sought
who owns the same jointly or as a tenant in com-
mon with a person not his spouse and occupied by
him as his domicile; provided: (A) that such per-
son (1) has been domiciled in the commonwealth
for the preceding ten years, (2) has so owned and
occupied such real property or other real property
in the commonwealth for five years, or (3) is a
surviving spouse who inherits such real property
and has occupied such real property in the com-
monwealth five years and who otherwise qualified
under this clause; (B) that such person had, in the
preceding year gross receipts from all sources of
less than thirteen thousand dollars, or if married,
combined gross receipts with his spouse of less
than fifteen thousand dollars, provided, however,
that in computing the gross receipts of an appli-
cant under this clause ordinary business expenses
and losses may be deducted, but not personal or
family expenses; and provided, further, that there
shall be deducted from the total amount received
by the applicant under the federal social security
or railroad retirement and from any annuity, pen-
sion, or retirement plan established for employees
of the United States government, the government
of the commonwealth, or the government of any
city, town, county, or special district, included in
such gross receipts, an amount equivalent to the
minimum payment then payable under said federal
social security law, as determined by the commis-
sioner of revenue, to a retired worker seventy years
of age or over, if the applicant is unmarried, or to
a retired worker and spouse, both of whom are
seventy years of age or over, if the applicant is
married; and (C) that such person had a whole
estate, real and personal, not in excess of twenty-
eight thousand dollars, or if married, not in excess
of thirty thousand dollars, provided that real prop-
erty occupied as his domicile shall not be included
in computing the whole estate except for any por-
tion of said property which produces income and
exceeds two dwelling units. A city, by vote of its
council and approval of its mayor, or a town, by
vote of town meeting, may adjust the following
factors contained in these provisions by: 1) reduc-
ing the requisite age of eligibility to any person age
65 years or older; 2) increasing either or both of
the amounts contained in the first sentence of this
clause, by not more than 100 per cent; 3) increas-
ing the amounts contained in subclause (B) of said
first sentence whenever they appear in said sub-
clause from $13,000 to not more than $20,000 and
from $15,000 dollars to not more than $30,000; 4)
increasing the amounts contained in subclause (C)
of said first sentence whenever they appear in said
subclause from $28,000 dollars to not more than
$40,000 and from $30,000 to not more than
$55,000; and 5) by further excluding from the
determination of whole estate up to 3 dwelling
units. In the case of real property owned by a
person jointly or as a tenant in common with a
person not his spouse, the amount of his exemp-
tion under this clause shall be that proportion of
four thousand dollars valuation or the sum of five
hundred dollars, whichever would result in an ex-
emption of the greater amount of taxes due, which
the amount of his interest in such property bears
to the whole tax due, provided: (A) that no exemp-
tion shall be granted to any joint tenant or tenant
in common unless the gross receipts from all
sources whatsoever of each joint tenant or tenant
in common is less than thirteen thousand dollars
or, if married, the combined gross receipts from all
sources whatsoever, of each joint tenant or tenant
in common and his spouse is less than fifteen
thousand dollars, provided, however, that in com-
puting the gross receipts of an applicant under this
clause ordinary business expenses and losses may
be deducted, but not personal or family expenses;
and provided, further, that there shall be deducted
from the total amount received by the applicant
under the federal social security or railroad retire-
ment and from an annuity, pension, or retirement
plan established for employees of the United States
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government, the government of the common-
wealth, or the government of any city, town, coun-
ty, or special district, included in such receipts, an
amount equivalent to the minimum payment then
payable under said federal social security law, as
determined by the commissioner of revenue, to a
retired worker seventy years of age or over, if the
applicant is unmarried, or to a retired worker and
spouse, both of whom are seventy years of age or
over, if the applicant is married; and (B) that the
combined whole estate, real and personal, of each
joint tenant or tenant in common is less than
twenty-eight thousand dollars or, if married, the
combined whole estate, real and personal of each
joint tenant or tenant in common and his spouse
does not exceed thirty thousand dollars, provided
that real property occupied as their domicile shall
not be included in computing the whole estate
except for any portion of said property which pro-
duces income and exceeds two dwelling units. No
proportion of the exemption shall be denied to any
applicant otherwise qualified for the reason that
another joint tenant or tenant in common receives
a proportion of the total exemption. Household
furnishings and property already exempt under the
clauses Twelfth, Twentieth, Thirty-first, and Thirty-
fifth shall not be included in computing the whole
estate for purposes of this section. Where a por-
tion of the real property occupied as a domicile of
an applicant under this clause is located within a
municipality other than the municipality in which
the applicant is domiciled, and where the value of
said property, or the taxes, assessed by the munici-
pality in which such applicant is domiciled would
result in his receiving less than the maximum ex-
emption provided by this clause, that part of the
property of such applicant within such other mu-
nicipality shall be exempt to a value, or to an
amount of tax, sufficient to grant the applicant the
total maximum exemption provided by the clause.
This clause shall take effect in any city or town
upon its acceptance by such city or town for fiscal
years commencing on or after July first, nineteen
hundred and eighty-six, or for fiscal years com-
mencing on or after such later July first as the city
or town may elect. In those cities and towns
which accept the provisions of this clause, the
provisions of clause Forty-first and Forty-first B
shall not be applicable; provided, however, that
any amount of money annually appropriated by the
commonwealth for the purpose of reimbursing cit-
ies and towns for taxes abated under this clause,
clause Forty-first and clause Forty-first B shall be
distributed as provided in said clause Forty-first.
Forty-first C%, Real property, of an amount equal
to 5 per cent of the average assessed value of all
Class one parcels within the city or town of the
principal residence of a taxpayer as used by the
taxpayer for income tax purposes of a person who
has reached his seventieth birthday before the be-
ginning of the fiscal year for which an exemption is
sought and occupied by the person as his domicile,
or of a person who owns the same jointly with his
spouse, either of whom has reached his seventieth
birthday before the beginning of the fiscal year for
which an exemption is sought and occupied by
them as their domicile, or of a person who has
reached his seventieth birthday before the begin-
ning of the fiscal year for which an exemption is
sought who owns the same jointly or as a tenant in
common with a person not his spouse and occu-
pied by him as his domicile if: (A) the person: (1)
has been domiciled in the commonwealth for the
preceding 10 years; (2) has owned and occupied
the real property or other real property in the
commonwealth for 5 years, or (3) is a surviving
spouse who inherits the real property and has
occupied this real property in the commonwealth
for 5 years and who otherwise qualified under this
clause; and (B) the taxpayer's gross receipts from
all sources do not exceed the dollar amount calcu-
lated to be the income limits on a taxpayer's total
income for a single individual who is not the head
of a household for the purposes of paragraph (3) of
subsection (k) of section 6 of chapter 62 for the
most recently completed state tax year, as deter-
mined by the commissioner of revenue.
A city or town, by vote of its legislative body,
subject to its charter, may adjust the exemption
contained in this clause by: (1) increasing the
amount of the exemption to as much as 20 per cent
of the average assessed value of all Class one
parcels within the city or town; (2) reducing the
requisite age of eligibility to any person age 65
years or older; and (3) reducing the residency
requirements to not less than 5 years; and (4)
utilizing income limits on a household basis rather
than on a single applicant basis for real estate tax
exemptions.
This clause shall take effect in any city or town
that votes to accept its terms at the next regularly
scheduled municipal election for any fiscal year
commencing on or after July 1, 2006. The ques-
tion appearing on the official ballot shall be in the
following form:
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"Shall section of the acts of granting real
estate property tax reductions to qualifying senior
citizens be accepted?"
If a majority of the votes cast in answer to this
question is in the affirmative, the clause shall take
effect, but not otherwise.
In those cities and towns that accept this clause,
clauses Forty-first, Forty-first B and Forty-first C
shall not apply but any amount of money annually
appropriated by the commonwealth for the pur-
pose of reimbursing cities and towns for taxes
abated under this clause, clause Forty-first, clause
Forty-first B and clause Forty-first C shall be dis-
tributed as provided in said clause Forty-first.
Forty-first D, The amounts of the gross receipts
and whole estate, real and personal, as set forth in
clauses Forty-first, Forty-first B and Forty-first C,
shall be increased annually by an amount equal to
the increase in the Consumer Price Index publish-
ed by the United States Department of Labor, Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, for such year. The depart-
ment of revenue shall annually inform each city or
town that accepts this clause of the amount of this
increase. This clause shall take effect in a city or
town upon its acceptance by such city or town.
Acceptance of this clause by a city or town shall
not increase its reimbursement by the common-
wealth under this section.
Forty-second, Real estate of the surviving spouse,
until remarried, of a police officer or firefighter
killed in the line of duty as such police officer or
firefighter; provided that such real estate is owned,
and occupied by such surviving spouse as a domi-
cile, and provided, further, that no real estate shall
be so exempt which the assessors shall adjudge has
been conveyed to such spouse to evade taxation.
Forty-third, Real estate of the surviving minor
children, including adopted children, of a police
officer or firefighter killed in the line of duty as
such police officer or firefighter; provided that
such real estate is owned and occupied by such
children as their domicile, and provided, further,
that no real estate shall be so exempt which the
assessors shall adjudge has been conveyed to such
children to evade taxation.
Forty-fourth, Any structure, building, device, ap-
pliance, machinery, equipment or other property,
whether consisting of real or tangible personal
property, or a combination of both, which is con-
structed, installed or placed in operation, in whole
or in part, for the purpose of eliminating industrial
waste or reducing such waste to a level of toxicity
that is not injurious to fish, fowl, animal life or
aquatic vegetation and thereby abating or prevent-
ing the pollution of the waters of the common-
wealth or for the purpose of abating, preventing or
eliminating industrial pollution of the atmosphere
of the commonwealth. This exemption shall apply
to facilities for the treatment, neutralization or
stabilization of industrial waste or industrial air
pollution from a point immediately preceding the
point of such treatment, neutralization or stabiliza-
tion to the point of disposal, including the neces-
sary pumping and transmitting facilities, but ex-
cluding such facilities installed for the primary
purpose of salvaging materials which are usable in
the manufacturing process or are marketable. The
term "industrial waste" and the term "industrial
air pollution", as used in this section, shall mean
any liquid, gaseous, solid or waste substance, or a
combination thereof, resulting from any process of
industry, manufacture, trade or business or from
the development or recovery of any natural re-
sources, which may cause or might reasonably be
expected to cause pollution of the waters or the
atmosphere of the commonwealth.
If any such structure, building, device, appliance,
machinery, equipment or other property is used
solely and in its entirety for the elimination or
control of water or air pollution, the exemption
granted hereunder shall be total; if, however, only
a portion of such structure, building, device, appli-
ance, machinery, equipment or other property is
used for the elimination or control of water or air
pollution, the exemption shall be prorated as fol-
lows: for structures and buildings, the ratio which
the area or volume, as applicable, thereof used
solely for pollution control bears to the entire area
or volume; for devices, appliances, machinery,
equipment or other property, the ratio which the
operating time devoted solely to pollution control
bears to the total operating time.
No exemption shall be granted under this clause
unless the department of environmental protection
certifies to the assessors of the city or town in-
volved that such structure, building, device, appli-
ance, machinery, equipment or other property is
effective in eliminating or reducing pollution to an
acceptable level. No exemption shall be granted
under this clause to any hazardous waste facility
sited under the provisions of said chapter twenty-
one D, which is maintained principally for the
treatment of hazardous waste produced by other
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persons and transported to the facility for treat-
ment and disposal.
Forty-fifth, Any solar or wind powered system or
device which is being utilized as a primary or
auxiliary power system for the purpose of heating
or otherwise supplying the energy needs of proper-
ty taxable under this chapter; provided, however,
that the exemption under this clause shall be al-
lowed only for a period of twenty years from the
date of the installation of such system or device.
Forty-fifth A, Any hydropower facility, the con-
struction of which was commenced after January
first, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine; provided,
however, that the exemption under this clause shall
be allowed only for a period of twenty years from
the date of completion of the construction of such
facility; and provided further, that such facility
shall be exempt only if the owner thereof has
entered into an agreement with the city or town,
wherein it is located, to make a payment in lieu of
taxes which shall be at least five per cent of its
gross income in the preceding calendar year. For
the purposes of this clause, hydropower facility
shall mean any real property used in the produc-
tion of energy from the water power of an existing
dam, including land, all rights, easements and oth-
er interests appurtenant thereto, excluding trans-
mission lines from such facilities, and all buildings
and other improvements situated thereon, and any
personal property situated upon such real property.
Forty-sixth, Real estate, owned by an economic
development corporation whose purpose is to re-
tain and expand job opportunities and which is
organized under chapter one hundred and eighty,
from the date of said real estate's acquisition until
such real property is leased, rented, or otherwise
disposed of; provided said exemption for such real
property should not extend beyond a total period of
seven years; and provided, further, that if the
whole or any part of any such real estate is used for
other than the purpose of said corporation and
derives any income from such use, such real estate
or part thereof, as the case may be, shall not be
exempt.
Forty-seventh, Real property subject to taxation
under section ten of chapter one hundred and
twenty-one A.
Forty-eighth, Land classified under chapter sixty-
one B, except from taxes provided for in said
chapter.
Forty-ninth, Land classified under chapter sixty-
one A, except from taxes provided for in said
chapter.
Fiftieth, the increased value of residential real
property as a result of alterations or improvements
thereto, not to exceed five hundred dollars of taxes
due; provided, however, that said alterations or
improvements are made to provide housing for a
person who is at least sixty years old and who is
not the owner of the premises; provided further,
that any such alterations or improvements must be
made to a house, consisting of no more than three
units prior to such alterations or improvements
and which is owned and occupied by the applicant
as his domicile; and provided, further, that the
applicant shall annually furnish to the assessors a
statement under oath that the alterations or im-
provements were made to provide housing for a
person who is at least sixty years old. This exemp-
tion shall terminate when the premises are no
longer occupied by any such elderly person. No
person shall receive more than one exemption un-
der the provisions of this clause in any fiscal year.
This clause shall take effect upon its acceptance by
any city or town and shall apply only to alterations
or improvements made on or after the date of such
acceptance by such city or town.
Fifty-first, the value of a parcel of real property
which is included within an executed agreement
under clause (v) of section 59, clause (v) of subsec-
tion (a) of section 60 or clause (iv) of subsection (a)
of section 60A of chapter 40, and the value of
personal property situated on that parcel, but taxes
on real and personal property eligible for exemp-
tion under this clause shall be assessed only on that
portion of the value of the property that is not
exempt under section 59, section 60 or section 60A
of chapter 40, and this exemption shall be for a
term not longer than the period specified for the
exemption in the agreement. The amount of the
exemption under this clause for a parcel of real
property shall be the exemption percentage
adopted under clause (iii) of section 59, subsection
(a) of section 60 or of section 60A of said chapter
40 multiplied by the amount by which the parcel's
value exceeds the product of its assessed value for
the last fiscal year before it became eligible for
exemption under this clause multiplied by the ad-
justment factor determined under said section 59,
section 60 or section 60A of said chapter 40. The
amount of the exemption under this clause for
personal property shall be the exemption percent-
age adopted under clause (iii) of section 59, subsec-
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tion (a) of section 60 or of section 60A of said
chapter 40 multiplied by the fair cash valuation of
the personal property. Taxes on property eligible
for exemption under this clause shall be assessed
only on that portion of the value of the property
that is not exempt under this clause.
Fifty-second, (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of this section, any elderly homeowner
who meets the criteria described in subsection (c)
shall receive an abatement of an amount equal to
the difference between any increase in property
taxes attributable to the provisions of paragraph (n)
of section twenty-one C and the amount by which
the applicant's water and sewer bill would be high-
er if the amount of said increase in property taxes
were recovered in water and sewer charges, which
difference shall be calculated by the board or offi-
cer responsible for fixing water and sewer charges,
and certified to the board of assessors; provided,
however, that said abatement shall not be greater
than two hundred dollars.
(b) The commonwealth shall annually appropri-
ate the amount necessary fully to reimburse cities
and towns for taxes abated under this clause. Sub-
ject to said appropriation, the commissioner of
revenue shall distribute to each city and town its
full reimbursement amount based on the number
and amount of such abatements granted.
(c) The criteria for eligibility for this abatement
shall be as follows. The property for which the
abatement is sought must be owned by a person
sixty-five years of age or over and occupied by him
as his domicile, or owned jointly with his spouse,
either ol whom is sixty five years of age or over,
and occupied as their domicile, or by a person
who owns the same jointly or as a tenant in com-
mon with a person not his spouse and occupied by
him as his domicile. No abatement shall be grant-
ed unless said owner had, in the preceding year,
gross receipts from all sources of less than fifteen
thousand dollars, or, if married, combined gross
receipts of less than eighteen thousand dollars;
provided, however, that in computing the gross re-
ceipts of an applicant under this clause, ordinary
business expenses and losses may be deducted, but
not personal or family expenses; provided, further,
that no abatement shall be granted unless in the
preceding year, such owner had a whole estate,
real and personal, not in excess of twenty thou-
sand dollars, or, if married, a combined estate not
in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars, provided
that real property occupied as his domicile shall
not be included in computing the whole estate
except for any portion of said property which pro-
duces income. In the case of real estate owned by
a person jointly or as a tenant in common with a
person not his spouse, the amount of his exemp-
tion under this clause shall be that proportion of
the amount described in subsection (a) which the
amount of his interest in the property bears to the
whole value of the property; provided that no
abatement shall be granted to any joint tenant or
tenant in common unless the gross receipts from
all sources whatsoever of each joint tenant or ten-
ant in common is less than fifteen thousand dol-
lars, or, if married, the combined gross receipts
from all sources whatsoever of each joint tenant or
tenant in common and his spouse is less than
eighteen thousand dollars and unless the combined
whole estate, real and personal, of each joint ten-
ant or tenant in common is less that 2 twenty thou-
sand dollars or, if married, the combined whole
estate, real and personal of each joint tenant in
common with his spouse does not exceed twenty-
five thousand dollars; and provided, further, that
no proportion of the exemption shall be denied to
any applicant otherwise qualified for the reason
that another joint tenant or tenant in common
receives a proportion of the total exemption. Not-
withstanding any provision of this section, or any
other general or special law to the contrary, this
abatement shall be available in addition to any
other abatement which a homeowner may receive.
Fifty-third. Residential real estate that uses a
septic system or cesspool and is not connected to
the municipal sewer system in a city or town that
has accepted the provisions of paragraph (n) of
section twenty-one C shall receive an exemption
equal to the difference between any increase in
property taxes attributable to the provisions of said
paragraph (n) and the amount by which the water
bills for the property would have been higher if the
amount of said increase in property taxes were
recovered in water charges, which difference shall
be calculated by the board or officer responsible
for fixing water and sewer charges and certified to
the board of assessors, provided that said exemp-
tion shall not exceed three hundred dollars. Not-
withstanding any other provisions of this section,
an owner eligible for another exemption under this
section may receive an exemption under this clause
in addition to such other exemption. This clause
shall take effect in any city or town upon its accep-
tance.
Fifty-fourth. Personal property, if less than an
amount established by the city or town, but not in
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excess of $10,000 of value. This clause shall take
effect upon its acceptance by a city or town, which
shall establish a minimum value of personal prop-
erty subject to taxation and may modify the mini-
mum value by vote of its legislative body.
Fifty-fifth. With respect to real property owned
by a cooperative corporation, as defined in section
4 of chapter 157B, that portion which is occupied
by a member pursuant to a proprietary lease as the
member's domicile shall be deemed to be real
property owned by such member for the purposes
of this section, provided, that such portion of the
real estate is represented by the member's share or
shares of stock in the cooperative corporation and
the percentage of such portion to the whole is
determined by the percentage of the member's
shares to the total outstanding stock of the corpora-
tion, including shares owned by the corporation.
Such portion of such real property shall be eligible
for any exemption provided in this section if such
member meets all requirements for such exemp-
tion. Any exemption so provided shall reduce the
taxable valuation of the real property owned by the
cooperative corporation; provided, however, that
the reduction in taxes realized thereby shall be
credited by the cooperative corporation against the
amount of such taxes otherwise payable by or
chargeable to such member. Nothing in this
clause shall be construed to affect the tax status of
any manufactured home or mobile home under this
chapter, but shall apply to the land on which such
manufactured home or mobile home is located if
all other requirements of this clause are met. This
clause shall take effect in a city or town upon its
acceptance by the city or town.
Notwithstanding any provision of general or spe-
cial law to the contrary, an abatement granted
pursuant to clause Seventeenth, Seventeenth C,
Seventeenth C/6 or Seventeenth D may be in-
creased annually in the discretion of a city or town
by an amount not to exceed the increase in the cost
of living as determined by the Consumer Price
Index for such year. This paragraph shall take
effect in a city or town upon its acceptance by such
city or town.
Fifty-sixth. Upon the acceptance of this section
by a city or town, the board of assessors may grant,
real and personal property tax abatement up to 1 00
per cent of the total tax assessed to members of the
Massachusetts National Guard and to reservists on
active duty in foreign countries for the fiscal year
they performed such service subject to eligibility
criteria to be established by the board of assessors.
The authority to grant abatements under this
section shall expire after 2 years of acceptance
unless extended by a vote of the city or town.
Fifty-seventh. Upon the acceptance of this sec-
tion by a city or town, the board of assessors may
appropriate monies for and grant property tax re-
bates in an amount not to exceed annually the
amount of the income tax credit set forth under
subsection (k) of section 6 of chapter 62.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 198, § 1; St. 1935, c. 294;
St. 1936, c. 81; St. 1936, c. 362, § 1; St.1937, c. 132;
St.1938, c. 47; St. 1938, c. 317; St.1939, c. 24, § 2;
St.1939, c. 451, §§ 19, 20; St.1941, c. 227, §§ 1, 2;
St.1941, c. 467; St.1941, c. 482; St.1945, c. 627, § 1;
St. 1946, c. 579; St.1947, c. 83, § 1; St. 1947, c. 310;
St. 1947, c. 612, § 1; St.1948, c. 560; St.1948, c. 644,
§§ 1,2; St. 1 949, c. 206; St.1949, c. 534, § 1; St.1949, c.
732; St.1951, c. 640, § 1; St.19512 667, § 2; St.1951, c.
275; St.1952, c. 232, § 1; St.1952, c. 583, § 2; St.1953,
c. 231; St.1953, c. 347; St.1953, c. 379; St.1953, c. 654,
§ 28; St.1954, c. 245; St.1954, c. 341; St.1954, c. 351;
St.1954, c. 435, § 1; St.1954, c. 683, §§ 1, 2; St.1955, c.
312; St.1955, c. 403, § 3; St.1956, c. 381, §§ 1 to 3;
St.1956, c. 384; St.1956, c. 400, § 1; St.1956, 651;
St.1956, c. 690, § 3; St.1957, c. 444, § 2; St.1957, c.
500, § 1; St.1957, c. 525, §§ 1 to 4; St.1957, c. 541;
St.1958, c. 282, §§ 1, 2; St.1959, c. 88, § 2; St.1959, c.
233, § 1; St.1959, c. 444, § 1; St.1960, c. 18; St.1960, c.
414, § 1; St.1960, c. 764, § 1; St.1960, c. 811, §§ 1, 2;
St.1962, c. 439; St.1962, c. 644, § 2; St.1962, c. 666,
§§ 1 to 3; St.1963, c. 160, §§ 8, 10; St.1963, c. 345;
St.1963, c. 808, § 1; St.1964, c. 69; St.1964, c. 285, § 1;
St.1964, c. 354, § 1; St.1964, c. 681, § 1; St.1964, c.
715, § 1; St.1965, c. 212, § 1; St.1965, c. 267, §§ 1, 2;
St.1965, c. 398; St.1965, c. 615, § 1; St.1965, c. 620,
§§ 1,2; St.1965, c. 881; St. 1966, c. 216, § 1; St.1966, c.
262; St.1966, c. 294, § 1; St.1966, c. 359, §§ 1 to 3;
St.1966, c. 371; St.1966, c. 419; St.1966, c. 700, § 2;
St.1966, c. 728; St. 1967, c. 212, § 1; St. 1968, c. 464,
§ 1; St.1969, c. 129; St.1969, c. 292, §§ 1 to 3 St.1969,
c. 884, § 4; St.1970, c. 179, § 1; St.1970, c. 219, § 1;
St.1970, c. 234, § 1; St.1970, c. 270, §§ 1, 2; St.1970, c.
456, § 1; St.1970, c. 600, § 1; St.1971, c. 449, § 1;
St. 1971, c. 1110, §§ 1 to 6, 8 to 10; St.1971, c. 1069, § 1;
St.1972, c. 144, § 1; St.1972, c. 186, § 1; St.1972, c.
707, § 2; St. 1973, c. 696, §§ 1, 2; St.1973, c. 872, § 1;
Sl.1974, c. 287, § 1; St.1974, c. 347, § 1; St.1974, c.
811, §§ 1,2; St.1974, c. 823; St.1974, c. 831, §§ 1 to 3;
St.1975, c. 283; St.1975, c. 706, §§ 112, 113; St.1975, c.
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734, § 1; St. 1975, c. 734, § 2; St.1976, c. 89; St.1976, c
263, § 1; St.1977, c. 889, §§ 2 to 5; St.1977, e. 964
St. 1977, c. 967, § 1; St.1977, c. 992, § 2; Si. 1978, c
258; St.1978, c. 388; St.1978, c. 435, § 1; Sl.1978, c
514, §§ 73, 74; St.1978, c. 580, §§ 17 to 22, 24 to 29
St.1978, c. 581, § 3; St. 1979, c. 339, § 1; St. 1979, c
367; St.1979, c. 713, § 3; St.1979, c. 777, § 1; St. 1980
c. 411. § 1; St.1981, c. 743, § 1; St. 1982, c. 258
St. 1982, c. 319; St.1982, c. 634, § 7; St.1982, c. 653
§§ 1 to 5; St. 1983, c. 72, § 3; St. 1983, c. 540, § 2
St. 1983, c. 670, § 1; St. 1984, c. 189, § 53; St. 1985, c
489; St.1985, c. 727; St.1986, c. 73, §§ 1 to 3; St. 1986
c. 112; St.1986, c. 200, § 1; St.1986, c. 361, §§ 1, 2
St.1986, c. 407; St.1986, c. 557, §§ 68, 68A; St.1987, c
499, § 1; St.1987, c. 758, §§ 1, 2, 4; St. 1988, c. 42, § 3
St. 1988, c. 292, § 1; St. 1989, c. 494; St. 1989, c. 614
§2; St.1990, c. 177, § 132; St.1991, c. 7, § 1A; St. 1991
c. 138, §§ 126,381; St.1991, c. 405, § 1; St.1991, c. 481
§ 8; St.1992, c. 286, § 131; St.1993, c. 19, § 14
St.1993, c. 110, §§ 110,111; St.1995, c. 38, 63; St.1995
c.181, § 1; St.1996, c. 373, § 1; St. 1996, c. 426, § 1
St. 1997, c. 88, §§ 12 to 17, 20 to 22; St.1997, c. 164
§ 70; St.2000, c. 159, §§ 109 to 114; St.2000, c. 380
§§ 1,2; St.2002, c. 184, § 51; St.2002, c. 470; St.2003
c. 26, § 190, cff. July 1, 2003; St.2003, c. 46, §§ 43 to 48
eff. July 31, 2003; St. 2004, c. 149, § 105, cff. July 1
2004; St.2004, c. 178, §§ 2, 3, eff. July 1, 2004; St.2004
c. 352, §§ 24, 25, eff. Sept. 17, 2004; St.2005, c. 136, § 1
elf. Nov. 20, 2005; St.2006, c. 123, §§ 42 to 48, eff. June
24, 2006; St.2006, c. 139, § 41, eff. July 1, 2006
St.2006, c. 260, §§ 1 to 8, 9A to 11, elf. July 1, 2006
St.2006, c. 260, § 9, eff. Nov. 12, 2006; St.2006, c. 310
§ 8, eff. Nov. 12, 2006; St.2008, c. 61, eff. June 17, 2008
St.2008, c. 173, §§ 2 to 6, eff. July 3, 2008; St.2008, c
182, § 14, eff. July 1, 2008; St.2009, c. 25, § 66, eff. July
1, 2009; St.2010, c. 188, §§ 39 to 42, cff. July 27, 2010
St.2010, c. 240, §§ 108, 109, eff. Aug. 1, 2010; St.2010, c
258, § 1, eff. Aug. 7,2010.
1 50App. U.S.C.A. § 574.
2 So in original; probably should read "less than".
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§ 5A. Repealed, 1965, 620, Sec. 3
§ 5B. Appeals; eligibility for exemption under
Sec. 5, third clause; corporations or
trusts
Any person of a city or town aggrieved by a
determination of the board of assessors as to the
eligibility or noneligibility of a corporation or trust
for the exemption granted pursuant to the clause
Third of section five may appeal therefrom by filing
a petition with the clerk of the appellate tax board
in accordance with the provisions of section seven
of chapter fifty-eight A within three months of said
determination. As used in this section the term
"person" shall mean the corporation or trust ap-
plying for the exemption or an individual, corpora-
tion, or trust engaged in a business activity in
direct competition with an activity conducted by
the charitable corporation or trust.
Added by St. 1977, c. 992, § 3.
§ 5C. Exemptions for residential real property
in cities or towns assessing at full and
fair cash valuation
With respect to each parcel of real property
classified as Class One, residential, in each city or
town certified by the commissioner to be assessing
all property at its full and fair cash valuation, and
at the option of the board of selectmen or mayor,
with the approval of the city council, as the case
may be, there shall be an exemption equal to not
more than twenty per cent of the average assessed
value of all Class One, residential, parcels within
such city or town; provided, however, that such an
exemption shall be applied only to the principal
residence of a taxpayer as used by the taxpayer for
income tax purposes. This exemption shall be in
addition to any exemptions allowable under section
five; provided, however, that in no instance shall
the taxable valuation of such property after all
applicable exemptions be reduced below ten per
cent of its full and fair cash valuation, except
through the applicability of section eight A of chap-
ter fifty-eight and of clause Eighteenth of section
five. Where, under the provisions of section five,
the exemption is based upon an amount of tax
rather than on valuation, the reduction of taxable
valuation for purposes of the preceding sentence
shall be computed by dividing the said amount of
tax by the residential class tax rate of the city or
town and multiplying the result by one thousand
dollars. For purposes of this paragraph, "parcel"
shall mean a unit of real property as defined by the
assessors in accordance with the deed for such
property and shall include a condominium unit.
In those cities and towns in which an exemption
is made available hereunder, a taxpayer aggrieved
by the failure to receive such residential exemption
may apply for such residential exemption to the
assessors, in writing, on a form approved by the
commissioner within three months after the date
on which the bill or notice of assessment was sent.
A timely application filed hereunder shall, for the
purposes of this chapter, be treated as a timely filed
application pursuant to section fifty-nine.
For purposes of this section, with respect to real
property owned by a cooperative corporation, as
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defined in section 4 of chapter 157B, that portion
which is occupied by a member pursuant to a
proprietary lease as such member's domicile and is
used as such member's principal residence for in-
come tax purposes shall be deemed to be real
property owned by such member for purposes of
this section, provided that the portion of the real
estate is represented by the member's share or
shares of stock in the cooperative corporation and
the percentage of such portion to the whole is the
percentage of such member's shares in the cooper-
ative corporation to the total outstanding stock of
the corporation, including shares owned by the
corporation. Such portion of such real property
shall be eligible for exemption from taxation pursu-
ant to this section if such member meets all re-
quirements for such exemption. Any exemption so
provided shall reduce the taxable valuation of the
real property owned by the cooperative corpora-
tion; provided, however, that the reduction in tax-
es realized thereby shall be credited by the cooper-
ative corporation against the amount of such taxes
otherwise payable by or chargeable to such mem-
ber. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed
to affect the tax status of any manufactured home
or mobile home under this chapter, but shall apply
to the land on which such manufactured home or
mobile home is located if all other requirements of
this paragraph are met. This paragraph shall take
effect in a city or town upon its acceptance by the
city or town.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 12. Amended by St. 1982, c.
369, § 5; St.1985, c. 382; St.1988, c. 200, § 2; St.2003,
c. 46, § 49, eff. July 31, 2003.
§ 5D. Property held by city, town or district in
another city or town for water supply,
etc.; purposes; tax liability; stumpage
fees
Property held by a city, town or district, includ-
ing property held by or for the watershed system of
the division of watershed management of the met-
ropolitan district commission, and the waterworks
system of the Massachusetts Water Resources Au-
thority, as successors to the metropolitan water
district, pursuant to the provisions of the Massa-
chusetts Water Resources Authority Act, in another
city or town for the purpose of a water supply, the
protection of its sources or a sewage disposal, or of
a public airport if yielding no rent, shall not be
liable to taxation therein; but the city, town or
district so holding it shall annually on July first,
pay to the city or town in which such property is
located an amount equal to that which such city or
town would receive in taxes upon the average of
the assessed taxable valuation of the land, which
shall not include buildings or other structures ex-
cept in the case of land taken for the purpose of
protecting the sources of an existing water supply,
for the three years last preceding the acquisition
thereof, the valuation for each year being reduced
by all abatements thereon. Payments made by the
division of watershed management of said depart-
ment and by the metropolitan water and sewer
authority pursuant to the provisions of this section
for the year when a city or town shall have made a
general revaluation of all its real property for pur-
poses of taxation shall not be less than payment
made to said city or town for the year immediately
preceding the general revaluation. Whenever a
city or town in which such land is located shall
have made a general revaluation or reassessment
of all of its real property for purposes of taxation,
the valuation of such land for the purpose of pay-
ments authorized by this section shall be deter-
mined by the assessors of said city or town as of
January first, between January first and June first,
in the year succeeding such revaluation or reas-
sessment by dividing the amount of the payment
authorized by this section for the year last preced-
ing the revaluation or reassessment by the com-
mercial class tax rate of said city or town for the
year of the revaluation or reassessment, so that the
payment with respect to such land shall remain
substantially the same as that made prior to such
revaluation or reassessment. The city, town or
district owning such land or the division of water-
shed management of said department and the met-
ropolitan water and sewer authority, if aggrieved
by the determination of the assessors, may within
six months after written notice thereof appeal to
the appellate tax board. Any part of such land or
buildings from which any revenue in the nature of
rent is received shall be subject to taxation. Reve-
nue received for the use of such areas of land
within the property so held for the purpose of a
public airport as are used for the take-off and
landing of aircraft, including runways and taxi
strips, or for the use of buildings on such property
which are used as a terminal or administration
building or for housing, servicing and repairing
aircraft, shall not be deemed to be rent or revenue
in the nature of rent within the meaning of this
paragraph.
If such land is part of a larger tract which has
been assessed as a whole, its assessed valuation in
any year shall be taken to be that proportional part
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of the valuation of the whole tract which the value
of the land so acquired, exclusive of buildings, bore
in such year to the value of the whole tract.
In addition to the tax payment hereinbefore pro-
vided, any municipality that owns watershed land
located in another municipality shall pay annually
to the municipality wherein such land is located, a
stumpage fee equal to eight per cent of the stump-
age value of all forest products cut therefrom with
authorization of the owner.
The provisions of chapter sixty-one shall apply to
the payment of stumpage fees hereunder.
Added by Sl.1979, c. 797, § 12. Amended by St.1982, c.
657, § 1; St.1984, c. 372, § 38; St.1986, c. 138, § 1;
St. 1987, c. 518, § 1; St.2003, c. 26, § 191, eff. July 1,
2003.
§ 5E. Valuation of land held by city or town in
another city or town; certification; ap-
peals
The assessors of a city or town where land is
acquired by such other city, town or district for
water supply or sewage disposal or for a public
airport shall, within one year after such acquisi-
tion, determine the average valuation of such land
under section five D and certify the amount so
determined to such other city, town or district.
The mayor or selectmen, the commissioners or
prudential committee of a district, or the division
of watershed management of the metropolitan dis-
trict commission or the Massachusetts Water Re-
sources Authority, within six months after receipt
of said certificate, may appeal from such determi-
nation to the appellate tax board; and upon the
approval of said board shall determine the valua-
tion in the manner provided in the preceding sec-
tion, and section sixty-five, so far as applicable,
shall govern such appeal.
If land within any city or town shall have been
taken from it for said purposes, and for any one of
the three years prior to the taking shall have been
used for any public purpose, and for that reason no
taxes have been collected thereon, the city or town
and the board or officer having charge of the land
so taken may within six years after such taking
agree as to the value of the land upon which the
annual payment is to be made as aforesaid from
the time of the taking, and if they cannot agree the
board or officer shall notify the city or town there-
of, and thereupon the value shall be determined by
the appellate tax board under said section sixty-
five, and said notice shall be deemed to be the
notice referred to in said section sixty-five. This
section and section five D shall apply to property
held for the purposes of the watershed system of
said division and the waterworks system of said
Authority, except property situated in Ashland,
Boylston, Holden, Hopkinton, Sterling or West
Boylston, but shall apply only to property acquired
by a city, town or district, prior to January first,
nineteen hundred and forty-six, including land or
property acquired for water supply purposes prior
to such date by the metropolitan district commis-
sion, or a predecessor entity thereof and compris-
ing any or all of the watershed system of said
division or waterworks system of said Authority
pursuant to the provisions of the Massachusetts
Water Resources Authority Act.
Added by St.1979, c. 797, § 12. Amended by St.1984, c.
372, § 39.
§ 5F. Holding municipalities or districts; tax
liability for lands held in other munici-
palities or districts; stumpage fees
Land acquired on or after January first, nineteen
hundred and forty-six, by a municipality or a dis-
trict including land held by or for the watershed
system of the division of watershed management
and by or for the waterworks system of the Massa-
chusetts Water Resources Authority, as successors
to the metropolitan water district, and held on
January first in any year for any public purpose by
such municipality, in this section referred to as the
holding municipality, or by such district, if such
land is located in a municipality other than such
holding municipality, or, in the case of land so
acquired and held by a district, in a municipality
other than the municipality or municipalities in
which the district lies or which constitute the dis-
trict, shall, with all buildings and other things
erected thereon or affixed thereto, be exempt from
taxation for the next following fiscal year except as
hereinafter otherwise provided: such holding mu-
nicipality or district shall, on July first of such year,
pay to the municipality in which such land is
located the amount which would be assessable for
the next following fiscal year upon a valuation
equal to the average of the assessed taxable valua-
tions of the land and all buildings and other things
erected thereon or affixed thereto on the three
assessment dates next preceding the acquisition of
the land, the assessed valuation for each assess-
ment date being reduced by all abatements, if any.
If land subject to this section was not separately
assessed or was exempt from taxation on any of
said assessment dates, the fair cash value of the
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land and all buildings and other things erected
thereon or affixed thereto on such assessment date
shall for the purposes of this section be deemed to
be the assessed valuation thereof on such date.
Payments made by said division or said Authority
pursuant to the provisions of this section for the
year when a city or town shall have made a general
revaluation of all its real property for purposes of
taxation shall not be less than payments made to
said city or town for the year immediately preced-
ing the general revaluation. Whenever a city or
town in which such land is located shall be certi-
fied by the commissioner as assessing property at
full and fair cash valuation under the provisions of
section fifty-six of chapter forty, the valuation of
such land shall be determined by the assessors of
the municipality in which such land is located as of
January first of the year of such certification sub-
ject to the commissioner's determination, under
the provisions of section one A of chapter fifty-eight
and subsection (c) of section two A of this chapter,
that said valuations are at full and fair cash valua-
tion. The valuations so determined shall be used
for the purpose of payments authorized by this
section in the year succeeding such determination
and the following years thereafter. The division oi
watershed management of the metropolitan district
commission or the Massachusetts Water Resources
Authority or the holding municipality or district, if
aggrieved by the determination of the assessors,
may within six months after written notice thereof
appeal to the appellate tax board.
The assessors of the municipality where land
subject to this section lies shall determine the aver-
age valuation in accordance with this section and
certify such valuation to the holding municipality
or district liable under this section. The division of
watershed management of the metropolitan district
commission, or the Massachusetts Water Resources
Authority or the holding municipality or district, if
aggrieved by such determination, may within three
months, after such certification appeal to the appel-
late tax board, which shall determine the average
valuation in accordance with this section.
In addition to the tax payment hereinbefore pro-
vided, any municipality that owns watershed land
located in another municipality shall pay annually
to the municipality wherein such land is located, a
stumpage fee equal to eight per cent of the stump-
age value of all forest products cut therefrom with
authorization of the owner.
The provisions of chapter sixty-one shall apply to
the payment of stumpage fees hereunder.
If rent or any revenue in the nature of rent is
received from any part of any real estate subject to
this section, the party yielding such rent or revenue
shall be subject to taxation. The tax shall be in
addition to the amount payable under this section.
Revenue received for the use of such portions of a
public airport as are used for the taking-off and
landing of airplanes, including runways, taxi and
transition strips, or revenue received for the use of
buildings on a public airport, which are actually
and exclusively used for servicing and repairing
airplanes, shall not be deemed to be rent or reve-
nue in the nature of rent within the meaning of this
paragraph.
Added bv St.1979, c. 797, § 12. Amended by St.1982, c.
657, § 2; St.1984, c. 372, § 40; St.1986, c. 138, § 2;
St.1987, c. 518, § 2.
§ 5G. Payment to cities or towns for property
held for water supply or related pur-
poses
The Massachusetts Water Resources Authority,
on July first of each year, shall pay over to the
division of watershed management, an amount to
be held in trust for payment to each city or town in
which property of the Quabbin watershed, Wachu-
sett Watershed, Sudbury Watershed and Ware Riv-
er watershed is held by said division for purposes
of a water supply or the protection of its sources,
said amount to equal that which such city or town
would receive in taxes upon the fair cash valuation
of the land, which shall not include buildings or
other structures except in the case of land taken for
the purposes of protecting the sources of an exist-
ing water supply, the valuation for each year being
reduced by all abatements thereon; provided that
in no event shall any city or town receive an
amount less than the payment received from the
metropolitan district commission in the prior fiscal
year. Said division shall pay such amounts with-
out further appropriation to such city or town no
later than August first of each year. Payments
made by said Authority pursuant to the provisions
of this section for the year when a city or town
shall have made a general revaluation of all its real
property for purposes of taxation shall not be less
than payment made to said city or town for the
year immediately preceding the general revalua-
tion. Whenever a city or town in which such land
is located shall have made a general revaluation or
reassessment of all of its real property for purposes
of taxation, the valuation of such land for the
purpose of payments authorized by this section
shall be determined by the assessors of said city or
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town as of January first, between January first and
June first, in the year succeeding such revaluation
or reassessment by dividing the amount of the
payment authorized by this section for the year last
preceding the revaluation or reassessment by the
commercial class tax rate of said city or town for
the year of the revaluation or reassessment, so that
payment with respect to such land shall remain
substantially the same as that made prior to such
revaluation or reassessment; provided, however,
that notwithstanding any other provision of this
section, the valuation of such land, held by and for
the division of watershed management, for the pur-
pose of payments in lieu of taxes pursuant to this
section, shall be determined by the commissioner
of revenue in accordance with the provisions of
sections thirteen to seventeen, inclusive, of chapter
fifty-eight. In no event shall any city or town
receive an amount less than the payment received
from the metropolitan district commission in the
prior fiscal year. The city, town, district, or au-
thority owning such land, or said division of water-
shed management, if aggrieved by the determina-
tion of the assessors, may within six months after
written notice thereof appeal to the appellate tax
board. Any part of such land or buildings from
which any revenue in the nature of rent is received
shall be subject to taxation.
If such land is part of a larger tract which has
been assessed as a whole, its assessed valuation in
any year shall be taken to be that proportional part
of the value of the whole tract which the value of
the land so acquired, exclusive of buildings, bore in
such year to the value of the whole tract.
The Massachusetts Water Resources Authority on
July first of each year, shall pay over to the said
division of watershed management, an amount to
be held in trust for payments in lieu of taxes to the
towns of Belchertown, Hardwick, New Salem, Pel-
ham, Petersham and Ware for watershed lands of
the Quabbin Reservation which were included in
the former towns of Dana, Greenwich, Enfield, and
Prescott. Said amounts to be held in trust as
payments in lieu of taxes shall be made only on
lands which are above the high water mark of the
total acreage in question that is held by each com-
munity; provided however, that the sum of said
payments shall not be less than fifty thousand dol-
lars annually, and shall be valued in accordance
with the provisions of sections thirteen to seven-
teen, inclusive, of chapter fifty-eight. In no event
shall any city or town receive an amount less than
the payment received from the metropolitan dis-
trict commission in the prior fiscal year.
Added by St.1984, c. 372, § 40A. Amended by St.1987, c.
518, § 3; St.1987, c. 564, § 52.
§ 5H. Payments to municipalities for certain
watershed land; difference in assess-
ment
The state treasurer, acting for and on behalf of
the commonwealth, shall on July first of each year
pay to the municipality in which land regulated
under section one hundred and seven A of chapter
ninety-two is located, and which is not held by the
division or by the Authority, the difference between
the current assessment for such year and the as-
sessment of such land, not taking into consider-
ation the effect of said section.
Added by St. 1992, c. 36, § 1.
§ 51. Exemption; conditions
With respect to each parcel of real property
classified as class three, commercial, in each city
or town certified by the commissioner to be assess-
ing all property at its full and fair cash valuation,
and at the option of the board of selectmen or
mayor, with the approval of the city council, as the
case may be, there shall be an exemption equal to
not more than ten percent of the value of the
parcel; provided, however, that such exemption
shall only apply to property that is occupied by a
business that, at that location and all others com-
bined, had an average annual employment of no
more than ten during the previous calendar year as
certified by the secretary of labor and workforce
development or, where the business is a sole pro-
prietorship or partnership not subject to the provi-
sions of chapter 151 A, as determined by the asses-
sors, and the assessed valuation of which is less
than one million dollars. This exemption shall be
in addition to any exemptions allowable under sec-
tion five. The value of exemptions granted under
this section shall be borne by the combined value
of class three commercial property and class four
industrial property.
In cities and towns in which an exemption is
made available hereunder, a taxpayer aggrieved by
the failure to receive such commercial exemption
may apply for such commercial exemption to the
assessors, in writing, on a form approved by the
commissioner within three months after the date
on which the bill or notice of assessment was sent.
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A timely application filed hereunder shall, for the
purposes of this chapter, be treated as a timely filed
application pursuant to section 59.
Added by St.1993, c. 1 10, § 1 12. Amended by St.1998, c.
161, § 289; St.2000, e. 159, §§ 115, 116; St.2011, c. 3,
§ 108, cff. Mar. 27, 2011.
§ 5J. Special assessment policy; historic own-
er-occupied residences
A city or town, by adoption of an ordinance or
by-law, may establish a special assessment policy
for the substantial rehabilitation of owner-occupied
residential properties listed in the state register of
historic places, either individually or as contribut-
ing elements within an historic district. For such
properties, the increase in assessed value resulting
from such rehabilitation shall be phased in one-
fifth increments over a period of five years to the
full assessed value of the property; provided, how-
ex cr, that the rehabilitation shall meet the stan-
dards of the Massachusetts historical commission
in order to be eligible for the phased in special
assessment; and provided further, that the secre-
tary of the commonwealth, as chairman of the
Massachusetts historical commission, shall promul-
gate applicable rules and regulations to carry out
the provisions of this section.
Added by St. 1996, c. 191, § 1.
§ 5K. Property tax liability reduced in ex-
change for volunteer services; persons
over age 60
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section, the board of selectmen of a town or
in a municipality having a town council form of
government, the town council or the mayor with
the approval of the city council in a city may
establish a program to allow persons over the age
of 60 to volunteer to provide services to such city
or town. In exchange for such volunteer services,
the city or town shall reduce the real property tax
obligations of such person over the age of 60 on his
tax bills and any reduction so provided shall be in
addition to any exemption or abatement to which
any such person is otherwise entitled and no such
person shall receive a rate of, or be credited with,
more than the current minimum wage of the com-
monwealth per hour for services provided pursuant
to such reduction nor shall the reduction of the
real property tax bill exceed $1,000 in a given tax
year. It shall be the responsibility of the city or
town to maintain a record for each taxpayer in-
cluding, but not limited to, the number of hours of
service and the total amount by which the real
property tax has been reduced and to provide a
copy of such record to the assessor in order that
the actual tax bill reflect the reduced rate. A copy
of such record shall also be provided to the taxpay-
er prior to the issuance of the actual tax bill. Such
cities and towns shall have the power to create
local rules and procedures for implementing this
section in any way consistent with the intent of this
section.
In no instance shall the amount by which a
person's property tax liability is reduced in ex-
change for the provision of services be considered
income, wages, or employment for purposes of
taxation as provided in chapter 62, for the pur-
poses of withholding taxes as provided in chapter
62B, for the purposes of workers' compensation as
provided in chapter 152 or any other applicable
provisions of the General Laws, but such person
while providing such services shall be considered a
public employee for the purposes of chapter 258,
but such services shall be deemed employment for
the purposes of unemployment insurance as pro-
vided in chapter 151 A.
A city or town, by vote of its legislative body,
subject to its charter, may adjust the exemption in
this clause by: (1) allowing an approved represen-
tative, for persons physically unable, to provide
such services to the city or town; or (2) allowing
the maximum reduction of the real property tax bill
to be based on 125 volunteer service hours in a
given tax year, rather than $ 1 ,000.
Added by St. 1999, c. 127, § 59. Amended by St.2002, c.
184, § 52; St.2005, c. 6, § 7, eff. Feb. 24, 2005; St.2009,
c. 27, § 24, eff. July 1, 2009; St.2010, c. 188, § 43, eff.
July 27, 2010.
§ 5L. Deferral of taxes due by member of the
Massachusetts National Guard or re-
servist on active duty outside common-
wealth
Upon acceptance of this section by a municipali-
ty and notwithstanding any other provision of this
chapter to the contrary, any taxes due under this
chapter by a member of the Massachusetts Nation-
al Guard or reservist or a dependent of a member
of the Massachusetts National Guard or reservist
shall be deferred while that member is on active
service outside the commonwealth and for the next
180 days after that service. No interest or penal-
ties shall be assessed for any period before the
expiration of those 180 days.
Added by St.2006, c. 260, § 12, eff. July 1, 2006.
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§ 5M. Exemption for market rate units con-
tained in a certified housing develop-
ment project
A gateway municipality, as defined in section 1 of
chapter 40V, may, by vote of its legislative body,
subject to the charter of the municipality, establish
an exemption in an amount not less than 10 per
cent and not more than 100 per cent of the incre-
mental value of the market rate units contained in
a certified housing development project within a
housing development zone under chapter 40V, for
a period of not less than 5 years and not more than
20 years. For the purposes of this section, "market
rate residential unit" shall mean a market rate
residential unit as defined in section 1 of chapter
40V. Such exemption shall be approved by the
department of housing and community develop-
ment, as established in chapter 23B. The depart-
ment shall promulgate applicable rules and regula-
tions to carry out this section.
Added by St.2010, c. 240, § 1 10, eff. Aug. 1, 2010.
§§ 6 to 7A. Repealed, 1978, 580, Sec. 30
Historical and Statutory Notes
See c. 59, §§ 5D to 5F.
§ 8. Interstate, foreign trade or fishing ships or
vessels; assessment; abatement
Individuals or partnerships owning an interest in
any ship or vessel which has during the period of
its business in the year preceding January first
been engaged in interstate or foreign carrying
trade or engaged exclusively in fishing and docu-
mented and carrying "papers" under the laws of
the United States shall annually, on or before April
first following, make a return on oath to the asses-
sors of the town where such individuals reside or
where such partnerships are taxable under clause
seventh of section eighteen, respectively, setting
forth the name of the ship or vessel, their interest
therein, and the value of such interest. If the
assessors are satisfied of the truth of the return
they shall assess an excise tax of one third of one
per cent upon such interest; and the person or
partnership making such return shall be exempt
from any tax upon said interest other than that
assessed under this section.
In case the owner of any such interest fails to
make a return within the time herein provided, the
assessors may abate the tax upon such interest if he
shows to the assessors a reasonable excuse for the
failure to file such return as aforesaid and if the
return is filed on or before December thirty-first of
the year in which the tax is assessed; but no
abatement hereunder shall be made which will
reduce the tax on any such interest to an amount
less than the sum of said excise plus fifty per cent
thereof.
Amended by St.1933, c. 80; St.1933, c. 254, § 26;
St.1935, c. 119, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1881, c. 284, §§ 1 to 3, 5, 6.
P.S.1882, c. 11, §§ 8 to 10.
St. 1887, c. 373.
St.1889, c. 286.
St.l891,c. 116.
St.1893, c. 149.
St.1898, c. 353.
R.L.1902,c. 12, §§ 7 to 9.
St.1902, c. 374, § 3.
St.1902, c. 375.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 7.
St.1913, c. 473, § 2.
St.1928, c. 143, § 1.
§ 8A. Excise tax on farm machinery and equip-
ment and farm animals; abatement;
collection; voter approval to not im-
pose excise
Any person, not including a corporation, engaged
principally in agriculture, who owns farm machin-
ery and equipment, other than motor vehicles and
trailers which are exempt under clause Thirty-fifth
of section five, or mules, horses, neat cattle, swine,
sheep, goats, domestic fowl or mink, which are not
exempt under clause Twenty-first of section five,
and any individual under eighteen years of age who
owns and raises any such animals or fowl in con-
nection with an agricultural youth program, in-
cluding but not limited to the 4H Clubs and Future
Farmers of America, which are not exempt under
said clause Twenty-first of section five, shall annu-
ally, on or before March first, make a return on
oath to the assessors of the town where such ma-
chinery and equipment or such animals and fowl
are located, setting forth the make, age, model, if
any, and purchase price of such machinery and
equipment and the number and kind of each class
of such animals and fowl owned by him on the next
preceding January first. For the purposes of this
section the term "equipment" shall include plastic
covered greenhouses used for agricultural, horti-
cultural or floricultural purposes, which are not
constructed upon a concrete foundation. If the
assessors are satisfied of the truth of the return
they shall assess such machinery and equipment
and such animals and fowl at the rate of five
dollars per one thousand dollars of valuation, as
determined by the commissioner of revenue, of
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such machinery and equipment and of each class
and kind of such animals and fowl, and such per-
sons shall be otherwise exempt from taxation on
these classes of property under this chapter.
If an owner, as described in the first paragraph,
fails to make a return within the time provided
therein, the assessors may abate a tax otherwise
imposed by this chapter if he provides the assessors
with a reasonable excuse for failure to file such
return as aforesaid, and if a return is filed on or
before October thirty-first of the year to which the
tax relates; but no abatement hereunder shall re-
duce the tax otherwise imposed to an amount less
than the sum of the excise imposed by this chapter
plus fifty per cent thereof. No tax shall be due if
the actual tax due is less than ten dollars.
The excise imposed hereunder shall be commit-
ted by the board of assessors to the collector of
taxes together with their warrant for the collection
thereof in the same manner as real and personal
property taxes assessed under this chapter. The
collector shall notify the person assessed of the
amount of the excise in the manner provided in
section three of chapter sixty. For the collection of
the excise assessed under this section the collector
shall have all the remedies provided by chapter
sixty. The excise assessed shall be due and payable
on October first of the year assessed, and if not
paid on or before November first of the year of
assessment, or within thirty days after notification
of said excise if said notice is given after October
first, shall bear interest as provided in section fifty-
seven of chapter fifty-nine.
The local appropriating authority, as defined in
section 21C, may, by a two-thirds vote, seek voter
approval to not impose the excise established by
this section.
Added by St. 1956, c. 400, § 2. Amended by St.1960, c.
130; St.1964, c. 285, § 2; St.1969, c. 310;' St.1973, c.
925, § 7; St.1978, c. 359, § 1; St.1978, c. 514, § 77;
St.1988, c. 43, § 1; St.1989, c. 444; St.2008, c. 310, § 2,
eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§§ 9, 10. Repealed, 1963, 160, Sec. 12
§ 11. Real estate
Taxes on real estate shall be assessed, in the
town where it lies, to the person who is the owner
on January first, and the person appearing of rec-
ord, in the records of the county, or of the district,
if such county is divided into districts, where the
estate lies, as owner on January first, even though
deceased, shall be held to be the true owner there-
of; provided, that whenever the commissioner
deems it proper he may, in writing, authorize the
assessment of taxes upon real estate to the person
who is in possession thereof on January first, and
such person shall thereupon be held to be the true
owner thereof for the purposes of this section; and
provided, further, that whenever the commissioner
deems it proper he may, in writing, authorize the
assessment of taxes upon any present interest in
real estate to the owner of such interest on January
first, and taxes on such interest may thereupon be
assessed to such person; and provided, further,
that in cluster developments or planned unit devel-
opments, as defined in section nine of chapter forty
A, the assessment of taxes on the commonland, so
called, including cluster development common
land held under a conservation restriction pursuant
to section thirty-one of chapter one hundred and
eighty-four, the beneficial interest in which is
owned by the owners of lots or residential units
within the plot, may be included as an additional
assessment to each individual lot owner in the
cluster if authorized in writing by the commission-
er and in such manner as prescribed by him. Real
estate held by a religious society as a ministerial
fund shall be assessed to its treasurer in the town
where the land lies. Buildings erected on land
leased by the commonwealth under section twenty-
six of chapter seventy-five shall be assessed to the
lessees, or their assignees, at the value of said
buildings. Except as provided in the three follow-
ing sections, mortgagors of real estate shall for the
purpose of taxation be deemed the owners until the
mortgagee takes possession, after which the mort-
gagee shall be deemed the owner.
Whenever the assessors of any town assess a tax
on real estate to a person other than the person
appearing of record, in the records of the county,
or of the district, if such county is divided into
districts, where the estate lies, as owner on January
first, such assessors shall, if the tax is a lien upon
such real estate under section thirty-seven of chap-
ter sixty, unless the commissioner shall certify that
the assessors by reasonable diligence cannot ascer-
tain the name of the person so appearing of record,
include in such assessment the name of the person
so appearing of record without imposing upon him
personal liability for the tax.
Whenever the commissioner deems it proper he
may, in writing, authorize the assessment of taxes
upon real property to persons unknown, provided
that the assessors certify to the commissioner that
419
59 §11 MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
they cannot by reasonable diligence ascertain the
name of the person appearing of record.
Real estate permanently restricted under section
seventeen B of chapter twenty-one, section one
hundred and five of chapter one hundred and thirty
and section forty A of chapter one hundred and
thirty-one shall be assessed as a separate parcel of
real estate and real estate under a conservation
restriction in perpetuity under section thirty-one of
chapter one hundred and eighty-four subject to a
written agreement with a city or town shall be
assessed as a separate parcel and the city or town
acting through its assessor shall be bound by the
terms of the written agreement until its expiration.
The initial assessment as a separate parcel shall be
made on January first of the year next following
the conveyance of such permanent restriction.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 29; St. 1936, c. 92
St. 1939, c. 175; St.1956, c. 397; St.1956, c. 690, § 2
St.1957, c. 418; St.1958, c. 549, § 2; St.1971, c. 286
St.1972, c. 719, § 1; St.1977, c. 422; St.1978, c. 62
St.1989, c. 585.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1780, c. 43.
St.1830, c. 151, § 3.
R.S.1836, c. 7,§§ 7, 10, cl. 8.
G.S.1860, c. 11, §§ 8, 13.
St.l881,c. 304, § 3.
P.S.1882, c. 11, §§ 13,22.
St.1889, c. 84.
R.L.1902, c. 12, §§ 15,25.
St.1902, c. 113.
St. 1909. c.440, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§§ 15,25.
St.1911, c. 409.
St.1914, c. 198, § 2.
St.1915, c. 237, § 23.
§ 12. Mortgaged real estate
If any person has an interest in real estate, not
exempt from taxation under section five, as holder
of a duly recorded mortgage given to secure the
payment of a fixed and certain sum of money, the
amount of his interest as mortgagee shall be as-
sessed as real estate in the town where the land
lies; and the mortgagor shall be assessed only for
the value of such real estate after deducting the
assessed value of the interest therein of such mort-
gagee. If such estate is situated in two or more
towns, the amount of the mortgagee's interest to be
assessed in each town shall be proportioned to the
assessed value of the mortgaged real estate in the
respective towns, deducting therefrom the taxable
amount of prior mortgages, if any, thereon.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l881,c. 304, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 14.
St.1882, c. 175, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 16.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1, § 16.
§ 12A. Statement of estate liable to taxation
If the holder of such mortgage fails to file in the
assessor's office a sworn statement of all his estate
liable to taxation under the preceding section, in-
cluding a statement of the full amount remaining
unpaid upon such mortgage and of his interest
therein, the amount stated in the mortgage shall be
inclusive as to the extent of such interest; but his
interest in such real estate shall not be assessed at
a greater sum than the fair cash valuation of the
land and the structures thereon or affixed thereto;
and the amount of a mortgage interest in an estate
divided after the creation of such mortgage need
not be apportioned upon the several parts of such
estate, except as provided in section seventy-eight
A. Whenever, in any case of mortgaged real estate,
such statement is not brought in, no tax on such
real estate for the year then current shall be invali-
dated for the reason that a mortgagee's interest has
not been assessed to him.
Added by St.1979, c. 797, § 13. Amended by St.1980, c.
261, § 14.
§ 12B. Mortgagors and mortgagees deemed
joint owners; tax bill
Mortgagors and mortgagees referred to in the
two preceding sections shall for the purpose of
taxation be deemed joint owners until the mortgag-
ee takes possession; and until such possession is
taken by a first mortgagee, an assessor or the
collector of taxes, upon application, shall give to
any such mortgagee or mortgagor a tax bill show-
ing the whole tax on the mortgaged estate and the
amount included in the valuation thereof as the
interest of each mortgagee and of the mortgagor
respectively. If the first mortgagee is in posses-
sion, he shall be deemed sole owner; and any other
mortgagee in possession shall be deemed joint
owner with prior mortgagees.
Added by St.1979, c. 797, § 13.
§ 12C. Taxes paid by tenant; recovery from
landlord
If a tenant paying rent for real estate is taxed
therefor he may retain out of his rent the taxes paid
by him, or may recover the same in an action
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against his landlord, unless there is a different
agreement between them.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 13.
§ 12D. Assessment against real estate of dece-
dent; liability of heirs and devisees
The undivided real estate of a deceased person
may be assessed to his heirs or devisees, without
designating any of them by name, until the names
of such heirs or devisees appear in the probate
court records in the county in which said real
estate lies; and each heir or devisee shall be liable
for the whole of such tax, and when paid by him he
may recover of the other heirs or devisees their
respective proportions thereof.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 13.
§ 12E. Assessment against real estate of dece-
dent; lien
The real estate of a person deceased, the right or
title to which is doubtful or unascertained by rea-
son of litigation concerning the will of the deceased
or the validity thereof, may be assessed in general
terms to his estate, and said tax shall constitute a
lien upon the land so assessed and may be enforced
by sale of the same or a part thereof, as provided
for enforcing other liens for taxes on real estate.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 13.
§ 12F. Real estate unassessed where right or
titled unascertained; lien for ex-
penses to determine ownership
Wherever real estate has been unassessed be-
cause the right or title thereto has been doubtful or
unascertained because of missing records or other-
wise, and a municipality has conducted a search
and has determined the record ownership of said
real estate, the said real estate shall become subject
to a lien for the expenditures incurred by said
municipality in the determination of said owner-
ship. The assessor of said municipality shall forth-
with cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds
for the county or district in which the real estate is
located a statement containing the name of the
owner or owners of said real estate, an adequate
description thereof, and the amount of said expen-
ditures incurred, for which amount a lien on said
real estate shall become effective as of the time and
date of its recording. No such lien shall be effec-
tive against a bona fide purchaser or other trans-
feree without notice of such lien. The recording
fee for such statement shall be added to and be-
come a part of the expenditures constituting said
lien.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 13.
§§ 13 to 17A. Repealed, 1978, 580, Sec. 30
§ 18. Personal property; assessment
All taxable personal estate within or without the
commonwealth shall be assessed to the owner in
the town where he is an inhabitant on January
first, except as provided in chapter sixty-three and
in the following clauses of this section:
First, All tangible personal property, including
that of persons not inhabitants of the common-
wealth, except ships and vessels, shall, unless ex-
empted by section five, be taxed to the owner in the
town where it is situated on January first. Ships
and vessels, except those used in or designed for
use in carrying trade or commercial fishing, shall
be taxed to the owner as of July first in the town
where it is habitually moored or docked, otherwise
where it is principally situated during the calendar
year.
[ Clause Second effective for tax years be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2009. See
2008, 173, Sec. J 01.
J
Second, Machinery employed in any branch of
manufacture or in supplying or distributing water,
including machines used or operated under a stipu-
lation providing for the payment of a royalty or
compensation in the nature of a royalty for the
privilege of using or operating the same, and all
tangible personal property within the common-
wealth leased for profit, or, in the case of business
corporations subject to tax under section 39 of
chapter 63, machinery used in the conduct of the
business, shall be assessed where such machinery
or tangible personal property is situated to the
owner or any person having possession of the same
on January first.
Second A, For the purposes of this clause the
following words shall have the following mean-
ings:—
"Situated", repeated and regular use of a ma-
chine or type of machinery in a city or town in the
conduct of the corporation's business. If machin-
ery is regularly used in a city or town as of Januai \
first, it shall be deemed situated in that city or
town regardless of its physical location on January
first.
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"Fair cash value", the machinery's actual fair
cash value or, in the case of machinery which is
part of a larger fleet of substantially similar ma-
chinery, the average fair cash value of the ma-
chines in that portion of the fleet physically located
in a city or town during the year.
"Fairly apportioned", allocated so as to reflect
only the amount of time during which property was
physically located in a city or town, according to
records kept by the corporation in the regular
course of its business.
[Second paragraph of clause Second A
effective for tax years beginning on or after
January 1, 2009. See 2008, 173, Sec. 101.]
Any machinery used in the conduct of its busi-
ness, and owned or in the possession of a business
corporation subject to tax under section 39 of
chapter 63, which machinery is designed or used
for the transportation of persons or goods within
the commonwealth or interstate, including but not
limited to: aircraft frames, aircraft engines, and
aircraft avionics, shall be assessed as provided by
this clause.
The assessed value of such machinery shall be its
fair cash value fairly apportioned. Such appor-
tionment shall be determined, for each type of
machinery used in the city or town, by multiplying
the fair cash value of such machinery by a figure
representing the percentage of time the machinery
or substantially similar machinery was physically
located in a city or town during the year. Said
figure may be based on one or more representative
periods, to be at least one week each, which fairly
reflect the typical amount of time each type of
machinery is physically located in a city or town
during that year.
The commissioner may issue regulations and
guidelines for the assessment of such machinery
which shall ensure that no tax shall be unfair,
unreasonable or a burden on interstate commerce.
Said guidelines may classify such machinery ac-
cording to its type or the nature of its use, deter-
mine the basis for depreciation, set a maximum
limit on the amount of time any machine or type of
machine shall be considered in a city or town, or
otherwise regulate the assessment and taxation of
such machinery consistent with the purposes of
this clause.
The provisions of this clause shall not be applica-
ble to the property of foreign corporations char-
tered outside of the United States, nor to machin-
ery the assessment of which is specifically provided
for elsewhere in the General Laws or which is
made exempt from the provisions of this clause by
section forty-nine of chapter ninety.
Third, Personal property of deceased persons,
before the appointment of an executor or adminis-
trator, shall be assessed in general terms to the
estate of the deceased, and the executor or admin-
istrator subsequently appointed shall be liable for
the tax so assessed as though assessed to him.
Fourth, Personal property of joint owners or
tenants in common, other than partners, may be
assessed to one or more of such owners, and any
person so assessed shall be liable for the whole tax.
[ Clause Fifth applicable to property taxes
assessed for fiscal years beginning on or
after July 1, 2009. See 2009, 27, Sec. 149.]
Fifth, Underground conduits, wires and pipes
laid in public ways, except such as are owned by a
street railway company, and poles, underground
conduits and pipes, together with the wires thereon
or therein, laid in or erected upon private property
or in a railroad location by any corporation, except
poles, underground conduits, wires and pipes of a
railroad corporation laid in or erected upon the
location of such railroad, and except poles, under-
ground conduits, wires and pipes laid in or erected
upon any right of way owned by a street railway
company, shall be assessed to the owners thereof in
the towns where laid or erected. Poles, under-
ground conduits, wires and pipes of telecommuni-
cations companies laid in or erected upon public or
private ways and property shall be assessed to their
owners in the cities or towns where they are laid or
erected. For purposes of this clause, telecommuni-
cations companies shall include cable television,
internet service, telephone service, data service and
any other telecommunications service providers.
Sixth, Partners, whether residing in the same or
different towns, shall be jointly taxed under their
firm name, for all tangible personal property be-
longing to the partnership, except ships and vessels
used in or designed for use in carrying trade or
commercial fishing, in the place where such prop-
erty is situated. Each partner shall be liable for
the whole tax.
Seventh, Ships or vessels, other than yachts and
other pleasure craft, owned by a partnership, shall
be assessed to the several partners in their places
of residence, if within the commonwealth, propor-
tionally to their interests therein; but the interests
of the several partners residing without the com-
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monwealth shall be assessed to the partnership in
the place where its business is carried on.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 30; St. 1936, c. 362, § 2;
St. 1978, c. 581, § 4; St.1989, c. 195, § 1; St.2008, c.
173, §§ 7, 8, eff. July 3, 2008; St.2009, c. 27, § 25, eff.
Jan. 1,2009.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1821, c. 107, §§ 3, 5.
St. 1830, c. 151, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 7, §§ 9, 10, els. 1 to 3, 7; § 13.
St. 1837, c. 86.
St.1839, c. 139, §§ 1,2.
St. 1848, c. 235.
St.1852, c. 234.
St.1855, c. 106.
St.1857, c. 301, § 1.
St.1859, c. 114.
St.1859, c. 258.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 12, els. 1 to 3, 7; §§ 15, 16.
St. 1870, c. 328, § 1.
St.1878, c. 189, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 20, els. 1 to 3, 7; §§ 24,25.
St.1882, c. 165.
St.1887, c. 125.
St. 1889, c. 446.
St. 1894, c. 304.
St. 1894, c. 490.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 23, els. 1 to 3, 7, 9; §§ 27, 28.
St. 1902, c. 342, § 1.
St. 1903, c. 437, § 71.
St. 1907, c. 329.
St. 1908, c. 193.
St. 1909, c. 439.
St.1909, c. 440, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1, §§ 11, 23, els. 1 to 3, 7, 9, 10; §§ 27, 28.
St.1909, c. 516, § 2.
St.l911,c. 383, § 2.
St.1913, c. 458.
St.1914, c. 198, § 2.
St.1916, c. 271.
St.1918, c. 129, § 1. els. 1 to 5.
St. 1924, c. 321, § 2.
St. 1925, e. 64.
St. 1928, c. 143, § 2.
St. 1929, c. 40, § 1.
St.1930, c. 220, § 12.
§ 19. Mortgaged or pledged personal property;
assessment
Personal property mortgaged or pledged shall be
assessed to the owner or to the mortgagee or
pledgee in actual physical possession thereof on
January first.
Amended by St. 193 3, c. 254, § 31; St.1945, c. 143.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 11.
G.S.1860, c. 11, § 14.
P.S.1882, c. 11, § 23.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 26.
St.1909, c. 440, § 2.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1, § 26.
St.1914, c. 198, § 2.
§ 20. State treasurer; duties
The state treasurer, not later than August twenti-
eth in each year, shall send formal notice by mail
to the assessors and treasurers of the several cities
and towns for the payment of charges and assess-
ments under general or special law which may be
due and payable to the commonwealth as specifi-
cally provided by law or as certified to him by the
proper board, department or commission.
Said state treasurer shall reduce the amounts
distributable or payable by the commonwealth to
cities and towns pursuant to sections eighteen A,
eighteen B, eighteen C and eighteen E of chapter
fifty-eight by said charges and assessments, and
shall make payments to cities and towns in four
installments. Said payments shall be made annu-
ally, in each fiscal year, on or before September
thirtieth, December thirty-first, March thirty-first
and June thirtieth. In the event that the charges or
assessments exceed the amounts distributable or
payable, the treasurers of the affected cities and
towns shall pay to the state treasurer any amount
owed to the commonwealth pursuant to a schedule
established by the commissioner of administration.
If the amount due and payable from any city or
town as aforesaid is not paid to the state treasurer
within the time specified, he shall notify the trea-
surer of such delinquent city or town, who shall
pay into the treasury of the commonwealth, in
addition to the sum assessed, such further sum as
would equal one per cent per month during the
delinquency from and after the time specified; and
if it remains unpaid after the expiration of ten days
after the time specified, an information may be
filed by the state treasurer in the supreme judicial
court or before any justice thereof, against such
delinquent city or town; and upon notice to such
city or town, and a summary hearing thereon, a
warrant of distress may issue against such city or
town to enforce the payment of the sum so assessed
under such penalties as the court or the justice
thereof before whom the hearing is had, shall or-
der. The state treasurer may deduct at any time
from any moneys which may be due from the
commonwealth to any city or town, the whole or
any part of the sum so assessed or any other sum
or sums which may be due and payable to the
commonwealth from such city or town, with the
interest accrued thereon.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 32; St. 1936, c. 376, § 1;
St.1946, c. 432, § 1; St.1977, c. 888; St.1987, c. 737,
§ 6.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 14.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 17.
St.1867, c. 166.
P.S.1882, c. 11, § 31.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 34.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 34.
St.1910, c. 598, § 6.
§ 20A. Increase in assessments
No county, district, public authority, the com-
monwealth, or other governmental entity author-
ized by law to assess costs, charges or fees upon
cities and towns, except regional school districts,
regional water districts and regional sewerage dis-
tricts, may increase the total of such costs, charges
or fees by more than the sum of: (1) two and one-
half per cent of the total of such costs, charges or
fees over the preceding fiscal year; and (2) any
increases in costs, charges or fees for services
customarily provided locally or for services sub-
scribed to at local option.
Added by St. 1980, c. 580, § 12. Amended by St.1981, c.
782, § 9; St.1982, c. 550, § 1; St. 2003, c. 26, § 192, eff.
July 1, 2003.
§ 20B. Regional veterans' districts, regional
water districts or regional sewerage
districts; increase in assessments
No regional veterans' district, regional water dis-
trict or regional sewerage district authorized by
law to assess costs, charges or fees upon cities and
towns may increase the total of such costs, charges
or fees by more than the sum of: (1) two and one-
half per cent of the total of such costs, charges or
fees over the preceding fiscal year; and (2) any
increases in costs, charges or fees for services
customarily provided locally or for services sub-
scribed to at local option; provided, however, that
such districts may exceed this limitation in the
manner provided by this section.
In all but two-member districts, any increase
above the limitation set out above shall be ap-
proved by a two-thirds vote of the district's govern-
ing body and, thereafter, shall require the approval
of two-thirds of the local appropriating authorities
of the several municipalities.
In a two-member district, any increase above the
limitation set out above shall be approved by a two-
thirds vote of the district's governing body and,
thereafter, shall require the approval of the local
appropriating authorities of both member munici-
palities. In the event both municipalities fail to
approve in the manner required, the district's gov-
erning body shall convene a special district-wide
meeting open to all registered voters in both mu-
nicipalities at which the increase shall be consid-
ered. At such special meeting, the increase shall
require the approval of a majority of those present
and voting, by a counted vote.
In the event that the increase does not receive
the necessary approvals as required by this section,
it shall be recommitted to the district's governing
body which shall have thirty days to amend and to
resubmit said increase for approval in accordance
with this section.
Added by St.1982, c. 550, § 1. Amended by St.1988, c.
90.
§ 21. Assessors; duties
The assessors shall assess state and county taxes
duly certified to them. The assessors shall also
assess as estimated in advance by the commission-
er charges and assessments for which the state
treasurer will be required under section twenty to
send his warrant not later than November first next
following the assessment by the assessors. If at the
time of fixing the tax rate for a fiscal year the
warrant for the state tax, if any, for such year has
not been received or the county tax for such year
has not been certified, the assessors may neverthe-
less fix the tax rate for such year and shall in such
event assess for such year such state and county
taxes as estimated in advance by the commissioner.
The commissioner shall notify the assessors of his
estimate of such assessments, charges and taxes
annually on or before March first. Any balance of
such assessments, charges and taxes not so as-
sessed for such year by reason of an underestimate
by the commissioner shall be assessed for the next
subsequent fiscal year and any excess assessed in
accordance with the foregoing provision by reason
of an over-estimate by him shall be deducted in
determining the amount to be assessed for the next
subsequent fiscal year. The assessors shall also
assess town taxes voted by their respective towns
and all taxes duly voted and certified by fire, water,
light and improvement districts therein or certified
by the joint committee of a health district formed
under section twenty-seven A of chapter one hun-
dred and eleven. Such district taxes shall be sub-
ject to the law relative to the assessment and col-
lection of town taxes, so far as applicable. Except
as otherwise provided, all taxes shall be assessed as
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of January first preceding the fiscal year with re-
spect to which the taxes are assessed.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 33; St. 1936, c. 376, § 2;
St.1945, c. 624, § 7; St. 1946, c. 432, § 2; St.1969, c.
849, § 66B.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, §§ 4, 8.
St. 1821, c. 107, § 7.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 16.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 18.
St. 1870, c. 332, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 32.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 35.
St. 1909, c. 440, § 1.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 35.
St. 1914, c. 198, § 1.
St. 1919, c. 319, §§ 1,2.
§ 21 A. Additional compensation of assessors
for courses of study
In any city or town which accepts this section, an
assessor or assistant assessor who has completed
the necessary courses of study and training and has
been awarded a certificate by the International
Association of Assessing Officers as a certified as-
sessment evaluator or who has been awarded a
certificate by the Association of Massachusetts As-
sessors as a certified Massachusetts assessor shall
receive as compensation from such city or town, in
addition to the regular compensation paid by such
city or town for services in such office, an amount
equal to ten per cent of such regular compensation;
provided, however, that in no event shall such
additional compensation exceed one thousand dol-
lars annually, if such assessor or assistant assessor
is employed on a full-time basis, or five hundred
dollars, if such assessor or assistant assessor is
employed on a part-time basis. An assessor who
has been awarded both certificates referred to
above shall receive such additional compensation
for only one of such certificates. In order to quali-
fy for such additional compensation, an assessor or
assistant assessor shall submit proof that he has
been awarded either or both of the aforesaid certif-
icates to the mayor or the board of selectmen of
such city or town. The additional compensation
herein provided shall be prorated for any twelve
month period in which an eligible person does not
hold the office of assessor or assistant assessor for
twelve consecutive months.
AddedbySt.l971,c. 889.
§ 21A^. Certified assessors; compensation
In any city or town which accepts this section, an
assessor or assistant assessor, who has completed
the necessary courses of study and training and has
been awarded a certificate by the International
Association of Assessing Officers as a certified as-
sessment evaluator or who has been awarded a
certificate by the Association of Massachusetts As-
sessors as a certified Massachusetts assessor, shall
receive as compensation from such city or town, in
addition to the regular compensation paid by such
city or town for services in such office, an amount
equal to ten per cent of such regular compensation.
An assessor who has been awarded both certifi-
cates referred to above shall receive such addition-
al compensation for only one of such certificates.
In order to qualify for such additional compensa-
tion, an assessor or assistant assessor shall submit
proof that he has been awarded either or both of
the aforesaid certificates to the mayor or the board
of selectmen of such city or town. The additional
compensation herein provided shall be prorated for
any twelve month period in which an eligible per-
son does not hold the office of assessor or assistant
assessor for twelve consecutive months. In those
cities and towns which accept the provisions of
section twenty-one A, this section shall not be ap-
plicable.
Added by St. 1987, c. 469.
§ 2 IB. Training programs for assessors
The assessors shall attend such training pro-
grams conducted or sponsored by the commission-
er under the provisions of section one of chapter
fifty-eight as said commissioner shall deem neces-
sary.
AddedbySt.l971,c. 895, § 2.
§ 21C. Limitations on total taxes assessed; de-
termination by voters
(a) Whenever used in the text of this section, the
following words and terms shall have the following
meanings:
—
"Full and fair cash valuation", the fair cash
value of all real estate and personal property as
defined in this chapter, as certified by the commis-
sioner, or, if no certification has been made, as last
reported by the commissioner to the general court
pursuant to section ten C of chapter fifty-eight as
updated by the commissioner for any intervening
period by an appropriate factor, if any.
"Local appropriating authority", in a town, the
board of selectmen; in a city, the council, with the
mayor's approval when required by law; in a mu-
nicipality having a town council form of govern-
ment, the town council.
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"Total taxes assessed", the net amount to be
raised by any ad valorem tax levied on the real
estate and personal property located within a city
or town.
(b) The total taxes assessed within any city or
town under the provisions of this chapter shall not
exceed two and one-half per cent of the full and
fair cash valuation in said city or town in any fiscal
year. Any city or town in which total taxes exceed
this limit shall be subject to the provisions of para-
graph (d).
[ There is no paragraph (c).]
(d) Any city or town in which total taxes assessed
exceed the limits set forth in paragraph (b) shall for
each successive year until the total taxes assessed
shall not exceed said limits, reduce the total taxes
assessed by not less than fifteen per cent of the
total taxes assessed for the year immediately pre-
ceding; provided, however, that the reduction pur-
suant to this paragraph shall not be so great as to
require a reduction below the limits set forth in
paragraph (b); and provided, further, that said
reduction may be adjusted by those amounts ap-
proved in accordance with the applicable provi-
sions of paragraph (e).
(e) The local appropriating authority of any city
or town which is subject to the provisions of para-
graph (d) may, by a two-thirds vote, seek voter
approval to assess taxes in excess of the amount
allowed pursuant to said paragraph (d) by a speci-
fied amount. Any question submitted to the voters
shall be worded as follows:
—
"Shall the (city/town) of.
assess an additional $
be allowed to
in real estate and
personal property taxes for the fiscal year begin-
ning July first, nineteen hundred and ?
YES NO
If the amount specified in such question is not
greater than one-half of the reduction required
pursuant to said paragraph (d), the proposal shall
be deemed approved if a majority of the persons
voting thereon shall vote "yes". If the amount
specified is greater than one-half of the reduction
required pursuant to said paragraph (d), the pro-
posal shall be deemed approved if two-thirds of the
persons voting thereon shall vote "yes".
In no event shall the amount specified be greater
than the reduction required pursuant to said para-
graph (d).
The local appropriating authority may, by a two-
thirds vote, submit two questions on the same
ballot; provided that only one question shall speci-
fy an amount which is greater than one-half of the
reduction required pursuant to paragraph (d). If
both questions are approved by the required num-
ber of voters, then the question which requires a
two-thirds vote shall apply.
(f) in any city or town in which the total taxes
assessed result in a percentage which is less than
or equal to the limits imposed pursuant to para-
graph (b), the total taxes assessed for any fiscal
year shall not exceed an amount equal to one
hundred and two and one-half per cent of the
maximum levy limit for the preceding fiscal year as
determined by the commissioner of revenue; pro-
vided, however, that the total taxes assessed may
be further increased by those amounts approved in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph (g);
and provided further, that the total amount of taxes
assessed for the then current fiscal year may be
increased by an amount equal to the tax rate for
the preceding fiscal year multiplied by the amount
of increase in the assessed valuation of any parcel
of real, or article of personal property over the
assessed valuation of such property during the pri-
or year which shall become subject to taxation for
the first time, or taxed as a separate parcel for the
first time during such fiscal year, or which has had
an increase in its assessed valuation over the prior
year's valuation unless such increased assessed val-
uation is due to revaluation of the entire city or
town.
(g) The local appropriating authority of any city
or town which is subject to the provisions of para-
graph (f) may, by majority vote, seek voter approval
to assess taxes in excess of amount allowed pursu-
ant to said paragraph (f) by a specified amount.
Any question submitted to the voters shall be
worded as follows:
—
"Shall the (city/town) of.
assess an additional $
be allowed to
in real estate and
personal property taxes for the purposes of (state
the purpose(s) for which the monies from this
assessment will be used) for the fiscal year begin-
ning July first, nineteen hundred and ?
YES NO "
Said question shall be deemed approved if a
majority of the persons voting thereon shall vote
yes .
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If a question as aforesaid shall provide for assess-
ing taxes for the purpose of funding a stabilization
fund established pursuant to section 5B of chapter
40, the assessors shall in each successive fiscal year
assess property taxes for the same purpose in an
amount equal to 102.5 per cent of the amount
assessed in the next preceding year in which addi-
tional taxes were assessed for such purpose, but
only if the local appropriating authority votes by a
% vote to appropriate such increased amount in
such year for such purpose. The voters of the city
or town, by majority vote at a referendum, may
alter the purpose of a stabilization fund or author-
ize the assessment of such additional property tax-
es for another purpose. In any year in which the
local appropriating authority does not vote to ap-
propriate such amount as aforesaid, the total prop-
erty tax levy for such year shall be reduced by the
amount that could otherwise have been assessed,
so that such additional taxes may not be assessed
for any other purpose. The maximum levy limit
under paragraph (f) shall not be affected by any
such reduction in the levy for such year.
(h) In a city or town, if a majority of the local
appropriating authority or the people by local ini-
tiative procedure shall so require, there shall be a
special election called in order to submit a question
to the voters as to whether said city or town should
be required to assess taxes by a specified amount
below that amount allowed pursuant to this sec-
tion. The question submitted to the voters shall be
worded as follows:
—
"Shall the (citv/town) of be required
to reduce the amount of real estate and personal
property taxes to be assessed for the fiscal year
beginning July first, nineteen hundred and
by an amount equal to $ ?
YES NO ".
If a majority of the persons voting on the ques-
tion shall vote "yes", the limit on total taxes as-
sessed shall be decreased to the percentage so
voted for that fiscal year.
(i) With regard to the referenda procedures set
out in this section the local appropriating authority
may direct that the questions be placed upon the
official ballot at a regular city or town election or
at a special election which the local appropriating
authority may call at any time. The local appropri-
ating authority may also direct that not more than
three such questions be placed upon the official
ballots for use in the city or town at a biennial state
election, by filing with the state secretary not later
than the first Wednesday of August preceding that
election a copy of its vote attested by the city or
town clerk.
(i'/i>) The local appropriating authority of any city
or town may, by a two-thirds vote, seek voter
approval to assess taxes in excess of the levy limita-
tion for certain capital outlay expenditures.
Amounts for such capital outlay expenditures or for
the city's or town's apportioned share for certain
capital outlay expenditures by a regional govern-
mental unit shall be assessed only after approval by
a separate vote of the people taken at a regular or
special election held before the setting of the annu-
al tax rate; provided, however, that the question
submitted shall be worded as follows: "Shall the
(city/town) of be allowed to assess an
additional $ in real estate and personal
property taxes for the purposes of (state the pur-
pose^) for which the monies from this assessment
will be used) for the fiscal year beginning July first,
two thousand and ?
Yes No
and provided, further, that said question shall be
deemed approved if a majority of the persons vot-
ing thereon shall vote "yes".
Capital outlay expenditures may be authorized
for any municipal purpose for which the city or
town would be authorized to borrow money under
section seven or eight of chapter forty-four.
(j) The local appropriating authority of any city
or town may, by a two-thirds vote, seek voter
approval at a regular or special election to assess
taxes in excess of the amount allowed pursuant to
this section for the payment of principal and inter-
est on bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness,
excluding tax revenue anticipation notes, issued by
the city or town and for the city's or town's appor-
tioned share of the principal and interest on such
bonds or notes issued by a regional governmental
unit which were outstanding as of November
fourth, nineteen hundred and eighty; provided,
however, that the question submitted shall be as
follows:
—
"Shall the (city/town) of be allowed to
exempt the total amounts required to pay for bond-
ed indebtedness incurred prior to the passage of
proposition two and one-half, so-called, from the
(city's/town's) limit?
Yes No
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and provided, further, that said question shall be
deemed approved if a majority of the persons vot-
ing thereon shall vote "yes".
(k) The local appropriating authority of any city
or town may, by two-thirds vote, seek voter approv-
al at a regular or special election to assess taxes in
excess of the amount allowed pursuant to this
section for the payment of principal and interest on
bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness, exclud-
ing tax revenue anticipation notes, issued by the
city or town and for the city's or town's appor-
tioned share of the principal and interest on such
bonds or notes issued by a regional governmental
unit which were not outstanding as of November
fourth, nineteen hundred and eighty; provided,
however, that the question submitted shall be as
follows:
—
"Shall the (city/town) of be allowed to
exempt from the provisions of proposition two and
one-half, so-called, the amounts required to pay for
the bond issued in order to (state the purpose or
purposes for which the monies from the local issue
will be used)?
Yes No ";
and provided, further, that said question shall be
deemed approved if a majority of the persons vot-
ing thereon shall vote "yes".
(/) Amounts exempted from the tax limit under
paragraph (i/£), (j), (k) or (n) shall not be included
in calculating the "total taxes assessed" in para-
graph (a) or the maximum levy limit in paragraph
(f).
(m) A town may appropriate from the tax levy,
from available funds, or from borrowing, contin-
gent on the passage of a ballot question under
paragraph (g), (i 1^) or (k), but: (1) the statement of
the purpose of the appropriation shall be substan-
tially the same as the statement of purpose in the
ballot question; (2) the appropriation vote shall not
be deemed to take effect until the approval of the
ballot question; (3) no election at which the ques-
tion appears on the ballot shall take place later
than the September 15 following the date of an
appropriation vote adopted at an annual town
meeting, or 90 days after the date of the close of
any other town meeting at which an appropriation
vote was adopted; and (4) after a contingent ap-
propriation from the tax levy, a tax rate for a town
shall not be submitted for certification by the com-
missioner under section 23 until after a ballot
question under paragraph (g), (\ xk) or (k) has been
voted upon, or until the expiration of the time for
holding an election at which the question appears
on the ballot, whichever period is shorter.
(n) The local appropriating authority may, by
accepting this paragraph, provide that taxes may
thereafter be assessed in excess of the amount
otherwise allowed by this section, solely for pay-
ment, in whole or in part, of water or sewer debt
service charges, including debt service charges of
an independent commission, authority or district
and as part of any wholesale water and sewer
charges, that the board or officer responsible for
determining the water and sewer charges certifies
were not in fiscal year nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three paid by local taxes; provided, however,
that water and sewer charges shall be reduced by
the amount of any such aggregate additional taxes
assessed; and provided, further, that said addition-
al taxes may be assessed on only residential real
property as defined in section two A, notwithstand-
ing the failure of the city or town to adopt a
residential factor pursuant to section fifty-six of
chapter forty, but subject to any subsequent adop-
tion of such residential factor allowed by said sec-
tion fifty-six; and provided, further, that if said
additional taxes are assessed only on residential
real property, aggregate residential water and sew-
er charges shall be reduced by the amount of any
such additional taxes assessed. In the case of a
city or town whose water and sewer service is
provided by an independent commission, authority
or district which separately bills water and sewer
users, said commission, authority or district may
enter into an agreement with said city or town to
effectuate the purposes of this paragraph, provided,
however, that immediately upon collection of all
such taxes assessed for payment of such residential
water and sewer debt service charges of such com-
mission, authority or district, the treasurer or col-
lector of taxes of such city or town shall, without
appropriation by such city or town, pay over the
taxes so collected to such commission, authority or
district less any amounts agreed upon to provide
reasonable compensation to the city or town for
costs incurred in carrying out the agreement. Not-
withstanding the provisions of chapter twenty-nine
C, chapter two hundred and seventy-five of the acts
of nineteen hundred and eighty-nine, or any other
general or special law to the contrary, any city or
town which accepts this paragraph or any indepen-
dent authority, commission or district which pro-
vides water or sewer services to such city or town
shall remain eligible to receive loans and grants for
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water pollution abatement projects or safe drinking
water projects.
Added by St. 1980, c. 580, § 1. Amended by St. 1981, c.
782, § 10; St.1983, c. 641, §§ 1 to 4; St. 1984, c. 187;
St.1986, c. 562, §§ 1,2; St.1987, c. 229, §§ 1,2; St.1988,
c. 276, § 1; St.1989, c. 634; St. 1991, c. 6, § 20; St.1991,
c. 138, § 243; St.1992, c. 286, §§ 132, 133; St.1993, c.
110, §§ 113, 114; St.1996, c. 454, § 26; St.2000, c. 70;
St.2003, c. 46, § 50, eff. July 31, 2003; St. 2007, c. 91,
§§ 1, 2, eff. Aug. 14, 2007.
§ 2 ID. Calculation of total limit; adjustment
of limit; certification of amount of
limit; approval
The commissioner of revenue shall calculate the
total limit applicable pursuant to sections twenty A
and twenty-one C and section thirty-four of chapter
seventy-one; provided, however, that he may ad-
just any such limit upon written application and
pursuant to written guidelines issued by him in
order to counterbalance the effects of extraordi-
nary, non-recurring events which occurred during
the base year, which were not within the purview
of normal municipal financial practices, and would
otherwise cause a limit to be set which would be
inconsistent with that intended by said sections;
and provided, further, that any such adjustment
shall be explained in detail and in writing.
For the purposes of this section, the ordinary use
of free cash to reduce the gross amount of revenue
to be raised shall be considered as within the
purview of normal municipal practices. The com-
missioner may require the presentation of such
books, records or other information by any official
of the commonwealth or any official of a city, town,
district, county, governing body or regional govern-
mental unit as he deems necessary. He shall certi-
fy the amount of each limit to the proper governing
body or local appropriating authority. If any such
limit is increased or decreased in accordance with
the provisions of this section, the commissioner
shall redetermine the limit accordingly and shall
forthwith certify such increased or decreased limit
to the proper governing body or local appropriat-
ing authority.
No tax rate shall be fixed in any city or town
until such rate has been approved by the commis-
sioner of revenue, and the commissioner shall not
approve a rate for any city or town which fails to
report any increase in assessed valuation as de-
scribed in paragraph (f) of section twenty-one C or
which would allow the amount of property taxes
levied to exceed the limit or adjusted limit deter-
mined by said commissioner.
Added bv St. 1981, c. 782, §11. Amended by St.1988, c.
276, § 2.
§ 22. Repealed, 1925, 343, Sec. 9
§ 23. Annual assessment; amount; deductions;
approval
The assessors shall annually assess taxes to an
amount not less than the aggregate of all amounts
appropriated, granted or lawfully expended by
their respective towns since the last preceding an-
nual assessment and not provided for therein, of all
amounts required by law to be raised by taxation
by said towns during said year, of all debt and
interest charges matured and maturing during the
next fiscal year and not otherwise provided for, of
all amounts necessary to satisfy final judgments
against said towns, and of all abatements granted
on account of the tax assessment of any year in
excess of the overlay of that year and not otherwise
provided for or any such deficits resulting from
section fifty-three E of chapter forty-four; but such
assessment shall not include liabilities for the pay-
ment of which towns have lawfully voted to con-
tract debts. Any estimate of interest charges at-
tributable to variable interest rates on obligations
issued pursuant to section twenty-two A of chapter
forty-four shall be subject to the approval of the
commissioner. The assessors shall deduct from
the amount required to be assessed (a) the amount
of all estimated receipts of their respective towns
lawfully applicable to the payment of the expendi-
tures of the next fiscal year, excluding sums to be
received from the commonwealth or county for
highway purposes, other than funds required to be
distributed under section eighteen B of chapter
fifty-eight, and excluding estimated receipts from
loans and taxes, but including estimated receipts
from the excise levied under chapter sixty A and
receipts estimated by the commissioner under sec-
tion twenty-five A of chapter fifty-eight, (b) the
amount of all appropriations voted from available
funds for the purpose of deduction, and (c) the
amount of all other appropriations voted from
available funds. Deductions made by the assessors
under any provision of this section shall not be
subject to the approval of the commissioner; pro-
vided, however, that deductions made under clause
(a) on account of estimated receipts, other than
those estimated by the commissioner, shall not
exceed the aggregate amount of actual receipts
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received during the preceding fiscal year from the
same sources, except with the written approval of
the commissioner; and provided, further, that de-
ductions made under clauses (b) and (c) shall not
exceed the sums certified to the assessors and the
commissioner by the director of accounts, after
such examination of the accounts of the town as he
may deem proper, as the amounts of available
funds on hand on the preceding July the first with
such additional funds as are hereinafter authorized
not otherwise appropriated. Said director shall
promulgate and from time to time revise rules and
regulations for determining the available funds of a
city or town in accordance with established ac-
counting practices of said bureau of accounts.
This section shall not be construed to require any
approval for the use, application, transfer, appro-
priation or expenditure of any funds or accounts
provision for which use, application, transfer, ap-
propriation or expenditure is made under any oth-
er general or special law, beyond such approval or
approvals as are required by such other general or
special law.
In determining the amount of available funds to
be deducted under the provisions of clauses (b) and
(c), such available funds shall be the amount certi-
fied by the director of accounts as available on July
the first next preceding the date of the appropria-
tion, reduced by the amount of all intervening
appropriations from available funds, and increased
by the total of the proceeds from the sale of tax title
possessions and the receipts from tax title redemp-
tions, in addition to the real and personal property
taxes of prior fiscal years, and such other amounts
as the director may authorize, collected between
said July first and a date which shall in no event be
later than March thirty-first; provided, however,
that no increases to the amount of certified avail-
able funds shall be allowed unless such increases
have received the written approval of the director
prior to the appropriation of such amounts. Such
amounts of available funds so certified by the di-
rector of accounts as available on the July first
immediately preceding shall be reported by the
town accountant to the board of selectmen, or by
the city auditor to the mayor or city manager and
to the city council or board of aldermen, and shall
be subject to appropriation.
To the extent that appropriations for programs
provided for under chapter seventy-one B have
been made without taking into account any reim-
bursement to which the city or town is entitled
during the fiscal year under section thirteen of said
chapter seventy-one B, the amount of such reim-
bursement, but not in excess of such appropria-
tions, shall be included with other estimated re-
ceipts by the board of assessors of every city or
town when compiling the local tax rate under this
section. Such board of assessors shall show as an
offset when compiling such rate the amount which
represents the excess of such reimbursement over
such appropriations.
The auditor or similar accounting officer in each
city or town shall certify as soon as may be to the
board of assessors the total of the proceeds from
the sale of tax title possessions and receipts from
tax title redemptions, in addition to the total real
and personal taxes of prior years collected from
July the first of the current fiscal year up to and
including March the thirty-first of the same year.
If, prior to June first the assessors of any city
except Boston shall not have received from the city
clerk a certificate under section fifteen A of chapter
forty-one of the appropriations voted for the annual
budget for the next fiscal year and if it appears to
them, after inquiry of the city clerk, that such
appropriations have not been voted, they shall
forthwith assess a tax for said year in accordance
with the provisions of this section, except that, in
determining the amount of the tax to be assessed,
there shall be considered as having been appropri-
ated for the annual budget for said year an amount
equal to the aggregate appropriations voted for the
annual budget for the then current fiscal year.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law, the provisions of this section, so far as
apt, shall apply to fire, water and improvement
districts.
No city, town or district tax rate for any fiscal
year shall be fixed by the assessors until such rate
has been approved by the commissioner, and a rate
shall not be approved until the commissioner deter-
mines that the deductions under this section and
the overlay addition under section twenty-five are
in full compliance of law and are reasonable in
amount. No city, town or district tax rate for any
fiscal year shall be changed after it has been ap-
proved by the commissioner and returned to the
assessors.
Amended by St.1938, c. 175, § 2; St.1948, c. 576;
St.1949, c. 104, § 1; St.1951, c. 798, § 7; St.1953, c.
654, § 29; St.1955, c. 143; St.1955, c. 202, § 1; St.1963,
c. 160, § 13; St.1969, c. 849, § 67; SU971, c. 563;
St.1971, c. 766, § 20; St.1973, c. 52, § 5; St.1974, c. 80;
St.1975, c. 43; St.1975, c. 375, § 3; St.1976, c. 393;
St.1978, c. 514, § 78; St.1980, c. 413, § 1; St.1981, c.
46, § 1; St.1981, c. 339, § 2; St.1983, c. 641, § 5;
St.1985, c. 571, § 2; St.1986, c. 356; St.1988, c. 73.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1875, c. 209, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 34.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 37.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 37.
St.1916, c. 269, § 24.
St.1918, c. 28.
St.l921,c. 348.
St.1928, c. 379, § 5.
St. 1931, c. 428, § 3.
§ 23A. Notice to municipal finance officers
The assessors, as soon as the tax rates are fixed
for a fiscal year, shall notify the auditor or similar
officer in cities and towns, the town accountant, if
any, otherwise the town treasurer, of the amount to
be raised for state, county, and city or town pur-
poses, and for overlay, specifying the amounts, as
determined by percentages provided to them by
section fifty-six of chapter forty, if applicable, to be
levied on each class of real and personal property,
and to accrue from estimated receipts.
Amended by St. 1963, c. 160, § 14; St. 1969, c. 849,
§ 67A; St.1971, c. 766, § 21; St.1979, c. 797, § 14.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1922, c. 118.
§ 23B. Notice of abatements
The assessors shall, as often as once a month,
notify the auditor or similar officer in cities and
towns, the town accountant, if any, otherwise the
town treasurer, of the amounts of abatements of
taxes.
Amended by St. 1963, c. 160, § 15.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1922, c. 118.
§ 23C. Repealed, 1990, 280, Sec. 1
§ 23D. Notice of preliminary tax
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, a city or town is hereby
authorized to issue a notice of preliminary tax in
any fiscal year, with the prior written approval of
the commissioner of revenue for each fiscal year,
and require the payment of the preliminary tax,
which shall in no event exceed fifty percent of one
hundred and two and one-half percent of the tax
payable during the preceding fiscal year and of the
amount by which such tax would have increased if
any referendum question submitted to the voters
under the provisions of paragraph (g), (i/6), (j) or
(k) of section twenty-one C and approved for the
fiscal year had been approved for the preceding
fiscal year; provided, however, that the board of
assessors in any city or town which seeks to issue a
notice of preliminary tax shall submit to the com-
missioner all information required to set the tax
rate pursuant to section twenty-three, except the
assessed valuation of all real and personal property
subject to taxation for the current fiscal year, and
any other information as may be required for pur-
poses of the aforementioned approval; and provid-
ed, further, that in a city or town undertaking a
general revaluation of its property under a pro-
gram approved by the commissioner for comple-
tion and implementation for the fiscal year, the
approval shall not be granted unless the commis-
sioner is satisfied that full and fair valuations shall
be established prior to February first of the current
fiscal year for certification under subsection (c) of
section two A. The assessors of such city or town
shall establish the tax rate for the fiscal year no
later than April first. In no event shall the net
amount of revenue to be raised by taxation, as
submitted to the commissioner pursuant to the
approval required under this section, be exceeded,
except to the extent that additional new growth, as
certified by the commissioner pursuant to para-
graph (f) of section twenty-one C, exceeds the prior
approved amount and a referendum question sub-
mitted to the voters under the provisions of said
paragraph (g), (Vk), (j) or (k) has been approved.
The actual tax bill issued upon the establishment of
the tax rate for the fiscal year, after credit is given
for the preliminary tax payment previously made,
shall be payable on or before May first of the fiscal
year without payment of interest.
In a city or town which seeks to issue a notice of
preliminary tax pursuant to this section, the board
of assessors must vote to seek approval to issue a
notice of preliminary tax no later than August
fifteenth of the current fiscal year; provided, how-
ever, that the notice of preliminary tax must be
issued no later than October first of the current
fiscal year; and provided, further, thai the board of
assessors shall inform the selectmen, town council
or city council, and the mayor, immediately of its
vote. Said dates may be extended for a city or
town by the commissioner only if he finds extraor-
dinary circumstances have caused delay in meeting
such dates.
All provisions of law regarding the procedures
for issuing, mailing and collecting tax assessments
upon real and personal property and betterment
assessments shall be applicable to the notice of
preliminary tax provided hereunder, including the
payment of interest under section fifty-seven. To
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the extent that any rights or remedies under law
accrue from the date that the tax bill is issued, only
the tax bill issued upon the establishment of the tax
rate for the current fiscal year shall govern such
rights and remedies. The provisions of section
twenty-one C shall apply to the tax rate established
by the city or town for the current fiscal year.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the first para-
graph, a city or town which seeks to issue a notice
of preliminary tax for any fiscal year may, with the
prior written approval of the commissioner, re-
quire the payment of a preliminary tax in excess of
fifty percent of the tax payable during the preced-
ing fiscal year, to the extent that such excess repre-
sents one-half of the amount of tax accruing as a
result of the loss of exemption from tax that had
been granted in the preceding fiscal year, improve-
ments to the parcel, or the parcel being taxed as a
separate parcel for the first time. A city or town is
further authorized under this paragraph, with the
prior written approval of the commissioner, to is-
sue a notice of preliminary tax for any property
which becomes subject to taxation for the first time
in the current fiscal year.
The assessors may, on application or of their
own motion, abate so much of the preliminary tax
as remains unpaid that is in excess of the property
owner's proportional share.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the assessors of any
city or town which issues a notice of preliminary
tax may add any betterment assessment or appor-
tionment thereof, water rate, annual sewer use
charge and any other charge placed on the annual
tax bill to the preliminary tax on the property to
which it relates and of the amount by which such
tax would have increased if any referendum ques-
tion submitted to the voters under the provisions of
said paragraph (g), (i lA), (j) or (k) and approved for
the fiscal year had been approved for the preceding
fiscal year and such amount shall become part of
the preliminary tax.
Added by St. 1987, c. 463, § 1. Amended by St. 1990, c.
297, §§ 1, 2; St.1996, c. 284, §§ 1 to 4.
§ 24. Railroad subscriptions; interest on debts
The assessors of a town owing debts incurred to
obtain funds for subscriptions for the capital stock
and securities of a railroad corporation shall annu-
ally assess, in addition to the other amounts re-
quired by law, an amount sufficient to pay the
excess of such interest payable by such town over
any income received from such stock or securities.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1876, c. 133, § 3.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 35.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 38.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 38.
§ 25. Additional assessments
The assessors in any city or town, may add to the
amount to be assessed such reasonable amount as
the commissioner may approve although the limit
of taxation as fixed in any city may by such overlay
be exceeded, such amount to be used only for
avoiding fractional divisions of the amount to be
assessed in the apportionment thereof and for
abatements granted on account of property as-
sessed for the fiscal year for which the overlay is
made or of taxes in the warrant of which the
overlay is a part, but any balance in the overlay
account, in excess of the amount of the warrant
remaining to be collected or abated, as certified by
the board of assessors, shall be transferred by the
board of assessors upon their own initiative or
within ten days of a written request by the chief
executive officer, with written notice to the chief
executive officer, to a reserve fund to be appropri-
ated for any lawful purpose; any balance in said
reserve fund at the end of the fiscal year shall be
closed out to surplus revenue. This section shall
apply to fire, water and improvement districts
Amended by St. 1949, c. 104, § 2; St. 1950, c. 257
St.1953, c. 654, § 30; St.1963, c. 160, § 16; St.1969, c
849, § 67B; St.1971, c. 766, § 21; St.1978, c. 514, § 79
St.1985, c. 156; St.1986, c. 357; St.1987, c. 712, § 2
St.2003, c. 46, § 51, eff. July 31, 2003.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 11.
St. 1828, c. 143, § 4.
R.S.I 836, c. 7, § 28.
G.S.1860, c. 11, § 32.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 49.
St.1887, c. 226.
St. 1893, c. 445.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 55.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 54.
St.1913, c. 649, § 1.
§ 26. Number of assessments
The assessors may include state, county, city and
town taxes, or any two of them, in the same assess-
ment.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 14.
St. 1823, c 138, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 25.
G.S.1860, c. 11, § 29.
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P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 46.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 52.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 51.
§ 27. Assessors' neglect to assess
If assessors neglect to assess a state, county, city,
town or district tax required by law, the commis-
sioner shall forthwith appoint other persons in
accordance with section twenty-seven of chapter
forty-one.
Amended by St. 1936, c. 1 18, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 50, § 4.
R.S.1836, c. 7, §§ 17, 18.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 19.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 36.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 39.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 39.
§ 28. Unpaid taxes; collection
If a state or county tax is not assessed, and paid
by the town, within the time prescribed, and re-
mains unpaid at the expiration of five months after
the receipt of a warrant from the state treasurer or
of a certificate from the county commissioners re-
quiring its assessment, the amount of the tax may
be recovered of the town in contract by the state
treasurer or the treasurer of the county respective-
ly.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l831,c. 64, §§ 2, 3.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 37.
G.S.1860, c. 11, § 20.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 37.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 40.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 40.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 140.
St. 1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 29. Notice of assessments; lists
Assessors before making an assessment shall give
seasonable notice thereof to all persons subject to
taxation in their respective towns. Such notice
shall be posted in one or more public places in
each town, or shall be given in some other suffi-
cient manner, and shall require the said persons to
bring into the assessors, before a date therein spec-
ified, in case of residents a true list, containing the
items required by the commissioner in the form
prescribed by him under section five of chapter
fifty-eight of all their personal estate not exempt
from taxation, except intangible property the in-
come of which is included in a return filed the
same year in accordance with sections twenty-two
to twenty-five, inclusive, of chapter sixty-two, and
in case of non-residents and foreign corporations
such a true list of all their personal estate in that
town not exempt from taxation, and may or may
not require such list to include their real estate
subject to taxation in that town. It shall also
require all persons, except corporations making
returns to the commissioner of insurance as re-
quired by section thirty-eight of chapter one hun-
dred and seventy-six, to bring in to the assessors
before a date therein specified, which shall not be
later than March first following, unless the asses-
sors for cause shown extend the time to a reason-
able later time but in no event later than the last
day for filing an application for abatement of the
tax for the fiscal year to which the filing relates,
true lists, similarly itemized, of all real and person-
al estate held by them respectively for literary,
educational, temperance, benevolent, charitable or
scientific purposes on January first preceding, or at
the election of any such corporation on the last day
of its fiscal year preceding said January first, to-
gether with such information as may be required to
comply with regulations promulgated by the com-
mission pursuant to section three of chapter lillv
eight and the amount of receipts and expenditures
for said purposes during the year together with
copies of federal tax returns containing unrelated
business income taxable under section five hundred
and eleven of the Internal Revenue Code. 1 The
assessors may require from any person claiming
under the Seventeenth, Eighteenth or Twenty-sec-
ond clause of section five an exemption from taxa-
tion, a full list of all such person's taxable property,
both real and personal.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 34; St.1963, c. 160, §§ 17,
18; St. 1977, c. 992, § 4; St.1989, c. 397, § 2; St.2010,
c. 188, § 44, eff. July 27, 2010.
126U.S.C.A. § 511.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 50, § 9.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 19.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 22.
St. 1877, c. 160, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 38.
St.1882, c. 175, § 2.
St.1882, c. 217, §§ 1,4.
St.1888, c. 323.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 41.
St.1903, c. 157.
St.1909, c. 440, §§ 2,3.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 41.
St. 1914, c. 198, § 5.
St.1918, c. 257, § 36.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St. 1931, c. 150, § 1.
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§ 30. Blank lists
The assessors shall furnish a blank list prescribed
by the commissioner under section five of chapter
fifty-eight to any person liable to taxation.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1882, c. 217, § 3.
St. 1894, c. 294.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 42.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1, § 42.
Si. 1909, c. 515.
§ 31. Verification of lists; oaths
The assessors shall in all cases require a person
bringing in a list to make oath that it is true. The
oath may be administered by any of the assessors
or by their secretary or head clerk, or by any
notary public, whose jurat shall be duly authenti-
cated by his seal, or, in this commonwealth, by a
justice of the peace. So much of this section as
relates to administering the oath shall not apply to
Boston.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 9.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 20.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 23.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 39.
St.l891,c. 381.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 43.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 43.
St.1916, c. 130, § 1.
St. 1916, c. 294.
§ 31 A. Examination of records to verify com-
pleteness and accuracy of accounting
of taxable personal property required
to be filed under Sec. 29
For the purpose of verifying that a person re-
quired to file a true list of taxable personal proper-
ty under section 29 has made a complete and
accurate accounting of that property, the assessors
may at any time within 3 years after the date the
list was due, or within 3 years after the date the list
was filed, whichever is later, examine the books,
papers, records and other data of the person re-
quired to file the list. The assessors may compel
production of books, papers, records and other
data of the person through issuance of a summons
served in the same manner as summonses for wit-
nesses in criminal cases issued on behalf of the
commonwealth, and all provisions of law relative
to summonses in such cases shall, so far as applica-
ble, apply to summonses issued under this section.
A justice of the supreme judicial court or of the
superior court may, upon the application of the
assessors, compel the production of books, papers,
records and other data in the same manner and to
the same extent as before those courts.
Added by St.2010, c. 188, § 45, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 32. Inspection of lists
Lists filed under section 29 and books, papers,
records and other data obtained under section 31A
shall be open to the inspection of the assessors, the
commissioner, the deputies, clerks and assistants of
either the assessors or the commissioner and any
designated private auditor of the commissioner or
the assessors as may have occasion to inspect the
lists, books, papers, records and other data in the
performance of their official, contractual or desig-
nated duties, but so much of the lists, books, pa-
pers, records and other data as shows the details of
the personal estate shall not be open to any other
person except by order of a court. For purposes of
this section, a "designated private auditor" shall be
an individual, corporation or other legal entity
selected by the commissioner or a city or town to
value personal property or perform an audit which
includes the assessing department of a city or town
under any legal authority, including the examina-
tion of records under said section 31 A, an audit
under sections 40 or 42A of chapter 44 or an
investigation under section 46A of said chapter 44
but only if the individual, corporation or other
legal entity shall be compensated for the audit
work pursuant to an arrangement under which
neither the payment nor the amount of their fees
and expenses for the work are contingent on either
the results of the audit or whether the results
withstand any appeal by a taxpayer. The lists shall
be preserved by the assessors until the commission-
er orders them destroyed.
Amended by St.2010, c. 188, § 46, eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1898. c. 507, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 44.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1, § 44.
§ 33. Storage warehouses; information regard-
ing customers
[Text of section effective for tax years
beginning on or after January 1, 2009. See
2008, 173, Sec. J 01.
J
All persons engaged in the business of storing or
keeping merchandise in storage warehouses shall,
within ten days after request therefor by the asses-
sors of the town where said property is so stored or
kept, permit said assessors to copy from their rec-
ords a list of the names and addresses of all per-
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sons who appear, on January first in such year, to
have any such property stored or kept in any such
warehouse, except business corporations subject to
tax under section 39 of chapter 63; but such per-
sons shall not be required to furnish lists of persons
having property stored in warehouses which is
composed of imported goods in the original pack-
ages owned by the importer, or of goods that have
been received for export trade or of property which
is deemed to be in transit under section two. Fail-
ure to comply with this section shall be punished
by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or
by imprisonment for not more than ninety days.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 35; St. 1954, c. 459, § 2;
St.2008, c. 173, § 9, elf. July 3, 2008.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l912,c. 621.
§ 34. Mortgagors and mortgagees; statements
A mortgagor or mortgagee of real estate may
bring in to the assessors of the town where it lies,
within the time prescribed by the notice under
section twenty-nine, a sworn statement of the
amount secured thereon or on each separate parcel
thereof, with the name and residence of every
holder of an interest therein as mortgagor or mort-
gagee. If such property is situated in two or more
places, or if a recorded mortgage includes two or
more estates or parts of an estate as security for
one sum, such statement shall include an estimate
of the interest of the mortgagee in each estate or
part thereof. The assessors shall, from such state-
ment or otherwise, ascertain the proportionate in-
terests of the mortgagor or mortgagee respectively
in said estates, and shall assess the same accord-
ingly. If, in any year, such statement is not
brought in, the tax for that year on such real estate
shall not be invalid merely for the reason that the
interest of the mortgagee therein has not been
assessed to him.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1882, c. 175, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 45.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 45.
§ 35. Repealed, 1989, 718, Sec. 4
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 9.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 22.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 25.
P.S.1882,c. 11,§ 40.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 46.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 46.
§ 36. Failure to furnish lists; estimating value
Assessors shall ascertain as nearly as possible the
particulars of the personal estate, and of the real
estate in possession or occupation, as owner or
otherwise, of any person not bringing in such list,
and shall estimate its just value, according to their
best information and belief.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 23.
G.S.1860, c. 11, § 27.
P.S.1882, c. 11, § 41.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 47.
St. 1909, c. 409, pt. 1,§ 47.
§ 37. Conclusiveness of estimate
Such estimate shall be entered in the valuation
book, and, except as provided in section sixty-one,
shall be conclusive upon any person not seasonably
bringing in such list, unless he shows a reasonable
excuse for the omission.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 9.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 24.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 28.
P.S.1882, c. 11, § 42.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 48.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1, § 48.
§ 38. Fair cash valuation; classification of as-
sessed valuation; taxable valuation
The assessors of each city and town shall at the
time appointed therefor make a fair cash valuation
of all the estate, real and personal, subject to taxa-
tion therein, and such determination shall be the
assessed valuation of such estate. In cities, the
assessors may, in any year, divide the city into
convenient assessment districts.
The assessed valuation of real property subject to
taxation under this chapter shall be classified as
follows:
—
Class one, residential;
Class two, open;
Class three, commercial, and
Class four, industrial.
The resulting amount shall be the taxable valua-
tion of each class of property to which the asses-
sors shall apply the tax rates applicable to each
class as determined under section twenty-three A of
chapter fifty-nine of the city or town, to determine
the tax due and payable on such property.
Ammded by St.1975, c. 853; St.1978, e. 514, § 80;
St. 1978, c. 576, § 1; St. 1979, c. 797, § 15.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 24.
St. 1853, c. 319, § 1.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 24.
P.S.1882,c. 11, § 45.
St. 1889, c. 115.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 51.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 50.
St.1919, c. 51.
§ 38A. Pipelines; valuation; exceptions
Every person, other than a gas or electric compa-
ny as defined in section one of chapter one hun-
dred and sixty-four, owning a pipeline used for
transmitting for a distance of twenty-five miles or
more natural gas or petroleum or the products or
by-products of either, shall, on or before January
thirty-first in each year, make a return to the com-
missioner signed and sworn to by such person,
which shall be in such form and detail as the
commissioner shall prescribe, and shall contain all
information which he shall consider necessary to
enable him to value such pipeline in each city or
town as of January first of such year. Property
returned to the commissioner under this section
need not be included in the list required to be filed
by such person under section twenty-nine; but the
return made to the commissioner shall be open to
inspection by the board of assessors of every city
and town where such pipeline is subject to taxa-
tion. Failure to make the return required by this
section shall bar such owner from any appeal of
the commissioner's determination of value under
this section, unless such owner was unable to com-
ply with such request for reasons beyond such
owner's control. If any owner in a return made
under this section makes any statement which he
knows to be false in a material particular, such
false statement shall bar such person from any
appeal under this section. If any such owner shall
in any year fail to make the return required by this
section, the commissioner shall estimate the value
of the property, according to his best information
and belief.
On or before June fifteenth in each year, the
commissioner shall determine and certify to the
owner of such pipeline and to the board of asses-
sors of every city or town where such pipeline is
subject to taxation, the valuation as of January first
in such year of such pipeline in said city or town.
Every owner and board of assessors to whom such
valuation shall have been so certified may, on or
before July fifteenth then next ensuing, appeal to
the appellate tax board from such valuation. Ev-
ery such appeal shall relate to the valuation of only
one pipeline system in one city or town and shall
name as appellees the commissioner and all per-
sons, other than the appellant, to whom such valu-
ation was required to be certified. Said board
shall hear and decide the subject matter of such
appeal and give notice of its decision to the com-
missioner, the owner, and the board of assessors;
and, except as provided in section thirteen of chap-
ter fifty-eight A, such decision shall be final and
conclusive. Said board shall consolidate for the
purpose of the hearing and decision aforesaid all
appeals relating to the valuation of the same pipe-
line system in the same city or town, and in its
discretion may so consolidate all appeals involving
the same pipeline system although such appeals
relate to more than one city or town.
Even' pipeline subject to this section shall be
assessed by the board of assessors of the city or
town in which it is located at the valuation certified
by the commissioner under this section; provided,
however, that in the event of a final decision of the
appellate tax board or of the supreme judicial court
under the preceding paragraph establishing a dif-
ferent valuation, the assessors shall grant an abate-
ment, or assess and commit to the collector with
their warrant for collection an additional tax, as
the case may be, to conform with the valuation so
established by such final decision. Assessment
pursuant to this paragraph shall be deemed to be a
full compliance with the oath of office of each
assessor and a full performance of his official duty
with relation to the assessment of said pipeline.
Added by St.1952, c. 614, § 2. Amended by St.1953, c.
654, § 31; St.1977, c. 199; St.1978, c. 514, §§ 81, 82;
St.l981,c. 111,§ 1; St.1987, c. 483, §§ 1 to 3.
§§ 38B, 38C. Repealed, 1978, 580, Sec. 30
§ 38D. Written return of information to deter-
mine valuation of real property
A board of assessors may request the owner or
lessee of any real property to make a written return
under oath within sixty days containing such infor-
mation as may reasonably be required by it to
determine the actual fair cash valuation of such
property.
Failure of an owner or lessee of real property to
comply with such request within 60 days after it
has been made by the board of assessors shall be
automatic grounds for dismissal of a filing at the
appellate tax board. The appellate tax board and
the county commissioners shall not grant exten-
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sions for the purposes of extending the filing re-
quirements unless the applicant was unable to
comply with such request for reasons beyond his
control or unless he attempted to comply in good
faith. If any owner or lessee of real property in a
return made under this section makes any state-
ment which he knows to be false in a material
particular, such false statement shall bar him from
any statutory appeal under this chapter.
If an owner or lessee of Class one, residential
property fails to submit the information within the
time and in the form prescribed, the owner shall be
assessed an additional penalty for the next ensuing
tax year in the amount of $50 but only if the board
of assessors informed the owner or lessee that
(ailure to submit such information would result in
the penalty.
If an owner or lessee of Class three, commercial
or Class four, industrial property fails to submit the
information within the time and in the form pre-
scribed, the owner or lessee shall be assessed an
additional penalty for the next ensuing tax year in
the amount of $250 but only if the board of asses-
sors informed the owner or lessee that failure to so
submit such information would result in the penal-
ty.
Added by St. 1979. c. 797, § 16. Amended by St. 1986, c.
385, § 4; St.2010, c. 188, §§ 47, 48, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 38E. Testimony under oath concerning writ-
ten return filed under Sec. 38D or
application for abatement
A board of assessors may require testimony un-
der oath of a taxpayer relative to his written return
tiled under section thirty-eight D and may also
require testimony under oath of any applicant for
abatement under section fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 17.
§ 38F. Written return of information to deter-
mine valuation of personal property
A board of assessors may request the owner or
lessee of any personal property to make a written
return under oath within sixty days containing
such information as may reasonably be required by
it to determine the actual fair cash valuation of
such property.
Failure of an owner or lessee of personal proper-
ty to comply with such request within sixty days
after it has been made shall bar him from any
statutory appeal under this chapter, unless such
owner or lessee was unable to comply with such
request for reasons beyond his control. If any
owner or lessee of personal property in a return
made under this section makes any statement
which he knows to be false in a material particular,
such false statement shall bar him from any statu-
tory appeal under this chapter.
Added by St. 1 986, e. 385, § 5.
§ 38G. Testimony under oath concerning writ-
ten return filed under Sec. 38F
A board of assessors may require testimony un-
der oath of a taxpayer relative to his written return
filed under section thirty-eight F and may also
require testimony under oath of any applicant for
abatement under section fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1986, c. 385, § 5.
§ 38H. Transition payments to municipalities
in which an affiliated generation fa-
cility is located
(a) For the purposes of this section, the term
department shall refer to the department of tele-
communications and energy.
Any electric company as defined in section 1 of
chapter 164 which generates electricity or any dis-
tribution company as defined in said section 1
which is authorized by the commonwealth or the
department to recover transition cost amounts as-
sociated with past investments in generation facili-
ties, or any generation company or wholesale gen-
eration company as defined in said section 1 or
such company's affiliate, subsidiary, or parent
company which currently has no binding agree-
ment for tax payments or payments in lieu of taxes
to municipalities in which the company's genera-
tion facilities are located shall be required to make
transition payments to any municipality in which
an affiliated generation facility, as defined in said
section 1, or part thereof, is located and has been
devalued for property tax payment purposes; pro-
vided, however, that where such a binding agree-
ment for the payment of real and personal property
taxes or the binding agreement for payment in lieu
of such taxes has been entered into on or after the
effective date of this section, such agreement shall
govern, and such generation facility shall be ex-
empt from the provisions of this section. Said pay-
ments shall offset any reductions of property taxes
as a result of any devaluation of said generation
facility. This section does not provide for any ex-
emption from property tax and is in addition to
such tax obligation.
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For the purposes of this section, "fiscal year"
shall be determined by sections 56 and 56A of
chapter 44. For fiscal years 1998, 1999 and 2000,
such payments shall be the difference between the
property taxes for fiscal years 1998, 1999 and
2000, respectively, and the property taxes for fiscal
year 1997. From fiscal year 2001 to fiscal year
2009, inclusive, such future payments shall be cal-
culated as follows:
(i) For fiscal year 2001, such amount shall be
equivalent to 90 per cent of the difference between
the local property tax value of the property as of
January 1, 1996 and the fair cash value of the
property as of January 1, 2000, multiplied by the
applicable commercial tax rate for the fiscal year
2001;
(ii) For fiscal year 2002, the calculated amount
shall be equivalent to 80 per cent of the difference
between the local property tax value of the proper-
ty as of January 1, 1996 and the fair cash value of
the property as of January 1, 2001, multiplied by
the applicable commercial tax rate for the fiscal
year 2002;
(iii) For fiscal year 2003, the calculated amount
shall be equivalent to 70 per cent of the difference
between the local property tax value of the proper-
ty as of January 1 , 1 996 and the fair cash value of
the property as of January 1, 2002, multiplied by
the applicable commercial tax rate for the fiscal
year 2003;
(iv) For fiscal year 2004, the calculated amount
shall be equivalent to 60 per cent of the difference
between the local property tax value of the proper-
ty as of January 1, 1996 and the fair cash value of
the property as of January 1, 2003, multiplied by
the applicable commercial tax rate for the fiscal
year 2004;
(v) For fiscal year 2005, the calculated amount
shall be equivalent to 50 per cent of the difference
between the local property tax value of the proper-
ty as of January 1, 1996 and the fair cash value of
the property as of January 1, 2004, multiplied by
the applicable commercial tax rate for the fiscal
year 2005;
(vi) For fiscal year 2006, the calculated amount
shall be equivalent to 40 per cent of the difference
between the local property tax value of the proper-
ty as of January 1, 1996 and the fair cash value of
the property as of January 1, 2005, multiplied by
the applicable commercial tax rate for the fiscal
year 2006;
(vii) For fiscal year 2007, the calculated amount
shall be equivalent to 30 per cent of the difference
between the local property tax value of the proper-
ty as of January 1, 1996 and the fair cash value of
the property as of January 1, 2006, multiplied by
the applicable commercial tax rate for the fiscal
year 2007;
(viii) For fiscal year 2008, the calculated amount
shall be equivalent to 20 per cent of the difference
between the local property tax value of the proper-
ty as of January 1, 1996 and the fair cash value of
the property as of January 1, 2007, multiplied by
the applicable commercial tax rate for the fiscal
year 2008;
(ix) For fiscal year 2009, the calculated amount
shall be equivalent to 10 per cent of the difference
between the local property tax value of the proper-
ty as of January 1, 1996 and the fair cash value of
the property as of January 1, 2008, multiplied by
the applicable commercial tax rate for the fiscal
year 2009.
Any such transition payments shall be included
in the tax base for purposes of determining the levy
ceiling and levy limit under section 21C of this
chapter and in determining minimum residential
factor and classification of property under section
1A of chapter 58 and section 56 of chapter 40. The
department of revenue may issue guidelines for
implementing the provisions of this subsection con-
sistent with preserving the transition payment
amounts in the local tax base for such purposes.
(b) A generation company or wholesale genera-
tion company which does not qualify for a manu-
facturing classification exemption pursuant to
paragraph (3) of the clause Sixteenth of said sec-
tion 5 may, in order to comply with its property tax
liability obligation, execute an agreement for the
payment in lieu of taxes with the municipality in
which such generation facility is sited, and said
company shall be exempt from property taxes, in
whole or in part, as provided in any such agree-
ments during the terms thereof. Any such agree-
ment shall be the result of good faith negotiations
and shall be the equivalent of the property tax
obligation based on full and fair cash valuation.
Any such negotiated amount shall be included in
the tax base for purposes of determining the levy
ceiling and levy limit under section 21C and in
determining minimum residential factor and classi-
fication of property under section 1A of chapter 58
of the General Laws and section 56 of chapter 40
of the General Laws. The department of revenue
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may issue guidelines for implementing the provi-
sions of this subsection consistent with preserving
the negotiated payment amount in the local tax
base for such purpose.
A city or town, acting by and through its govern-
ing body and board of assessors, is hereby author-
ized to enter into an agreement with the New
England Power Company concerning the assessed
valuation of all real and personal property present-
ly owned by said company in said city or town for
the fiscal years 1997 to 2001, inclusive; provided,
however, that said agreement shall constitute a
good faith attempt to value said property at its fair
market value. Any such agreement as described
herein executed prior to and in effect on December
1, 1997, is hereby ratified, validated, and con-
firmed in all respects and as though this act had
been in full force and effect at the time of the
execution of said agreement.
(c) In the case of a nuclear-powered electric
generation facility in the commonwealth which ex-
ceeds 250 megawatts in size and which was owned
in whole or in part by an electric company as of
July 1, 1997, whether or not such generation facili-
ty is in service as of the date of the collection in
rates of the transition costs as defined pursuant to
section 1 of chapter 164, such electric company
shall not be subject to the provisions of subsections
(a) and (b) and, in order to be eligible to collect the
full amount of transition costs as approved by the
department pursuant to section 1G of said chapter
164, shall enter into an agreement to pay the host
community payments in addition to taxes. Such
payments in addition to taxes shall be made in
equal payments on or before July 3 1 , October 3 1
,
January 3 1 and April 30 of each year by such
electric company in the following amounts: for
fiscal years 1999, 2000 and 2001, in an amount
which, when added to the amount of taxes due for
each year, equals the amount of tax payments
remitted to such host community in fiscal year
1998. Such electric company shall, by the com-
mencement of fiscal year 2002, have entered into
an agreement to pay the host community payments
in lieu of taxes for such generation facility; provid-
ed, however, that such agreement shall be executed
as a result of good faith negotiations between the
electric company and the host community; provid-
ed further, that such agreement shall cover a peri-
od of time the greater of which is the time until the
licensed termination date of such facility, as includ-
ed in the original license or in a renewal of such
license or 15 years beginning with fiscal year 1998.
For the purposes of this subsection, the standard of
good faith shall not require either party to agree to
a proposal or require the making of concessions
but shall require active participation in negotia-
tions and a willingness to make reasonable conces-
sions and to provide justification for proposals and
a sincere effort to reach agreement. In the event
that an agreement on such payment in lieu of taxes
cannot be effected through such good faith negotia-
tions on or before January 1, 1999, the parties shall
submit to arbitration and such arbitration shall be
performed by the department of telecommunica-
tions and energy or by a state-certified professional
arbitrator or arbitration firm appointed by said
department and operating in accordance with any
applicable rules and regulations. The department
shall not approve any plan submitted by such elec-
tric company to utilize the provisions of securitiza-
tion pursuant to section 1H of chapter 164 if such
tax agreement has not been executed pursuant to
the provisions of this subsection. Such payments in
addition to and in lieu of taxes, whether deter-
mined by the provisions of this subsection or by
negotiation or by arbitration, shall be included in
the tax levy and the attributed valuation related to
such payments in addition to and in lieu of taxes,
which shall be calculated by dividing the payments
in addition to taxes by the current tax rate ex-
pressed as a decimal, and shall be included in the
total assessed valuation for the purposes of deter-
mining the levy ceiling and levy limit under said
seetion 21C and in determining the minimum resi-
dential factor and classification of property under
section 1A of chapter 58 and section 56 of chapter
40. The department of revenue may issue guide-
lines for implementing the provisions of this sub-
section consistent with preserving the payment in
addition to and in lieu of taxes in the local tax base
for such purpose.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the town of Plymouth,
acting through its board of selectmen, may enter
into a certain agreement dated March 16, 1999
with the Boston Edison Company relating to prop-
erty taxes, payments in addition to property taxes,
payments in lieu of property taxes for the Pilgrim
Nuclear Power Station, as that property is defined
in the agreement, for the fiscal years 1998 to 2012,
inclusive. Such agreement is hereby authorized,
ratified, validated and confirmed in all respects as
satisfying all of Boston Edison Company's obli-
gations under this section with respect to agree-
ments relating to property taxes, payments in addi-
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don to property taxes and payments in lieu of
property taxes for the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Sta-
tion.
Added by St. 1997, c. 164, § 71. Amended by St. 1998, c.
194, § 115; St. 1998, c. 463, §§ 47, 48; St.1998, c. 481,
§ 3; St.1999, c. 24, § 1; St.2000, c. 128, § 2.
§ 39. Telephone and telegraph companies; val-
uation of poles, wires, etc.
The valuation at which the machinery, poles,
wires and underground conduits, wires and pipes
of all telephone and telegraph companies shall be
assessed by the assessors of the respective cities
and towns where such property is subject to taxa-
tion shall be determined annually by the commis-
sioner of revenue, subject to appeal to the appellate
tax board, as hereinafter provided. On or before
May fifteenth in each year, the commissioner of
revenue shall determine and certify to the owner of
such machinery, poles, wires and underground
conduits, wires and pipes, and to the board of
assessors of every city and town where such ma-
chinery, poles, wires and underground conduits,
wires and pipes are subject to taxation, the valua-
tion as of January first in such year of such ma-
chinery, poles, wires and underground conduits,
wires and pipes in said city or town. Every owner
and board of assessors to whom any such valuation
shall have been so certified may, on or before the
fifteenth day of June then next ensuing, appeal to
the appellate tax board from such valuation. Ev-
ery such appeal shall relate to the valuation of the
machinery, poles, wires and underground conduits,
wires and pipes of only one owner in one city or
town, and shall name as appellees the commission-
er of revenue and all persons, other than the appel-
lant, to whom such valuation was required to be
certified. In every such appeal, the appellant shall
have the burden of proving that the value of the
machinery, poles, wires and underground conduits,
wires and pipes is substantially higher or substan-
tially lower, as the case may be, than the valuation
certified by the commissioner of revenue. The
appellate tax board shall hear and decide the sub-
ject matter of each such appeal without priority
over other appeals pending before it and give no-
tice of its decision to the commissioner of revenue,
the owner and the board of assessors; and except
as provided in section thirteen of chapter fifty-eight
A, such decision shall be final and conclusive. The
appellate tax board shall consolidate for the pur-
pose of the hearing and decision aforesaid all ap-
peals relating to the valuation of the machinery,
poles, wires and underground conduits, wires and
pipes of the same owner in the same city or town,
and in its discretion may so consolidate any or all
appeals relating to the valuation of the machinery,
poles, wires and underground conduits, wires and
pipes of the same owner, although such appeals
relate to more than one city or town. All appeals
taken under this section by the same owner at the
same time shall be deemed to constitute one appeal
for the purpose of determining the entry fee pay-
able therefor under section seven of chapter fifty-
eight A.
The board of assessors shall assess the machin-
ery, poles, wires and underground conduits, wires
and pipes of all telephone and telegraph companies
as certified and at the value determined by the
commissioner of revenue under this section; pro-
vided, however, that in the event of a final decision
by the appellate tax board or of the supreme judi-
cial court under the preceding paragraph establish-
ing a different valuation, the assessors shall grant
an abatement, or assess and commit to the collec-
tor with their warrant for collection an additional
tax, as the case may be, to conform with the
valuation so established by such final decision.
Assessment pursuant to this paragraph shall be
deemed to be a full compliance with the oath of
office of each assessor and a full performance of
his official duty with relation to the assessment of
such property, except as provided in the following
section.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 36; St.1939, c. 451, § 22;
St.1953, c. 468; St.1953, c. 654, § 32; St.1955, c. 344,
§ 1; St. 1978, c. 514, § 83; St.1981, c. Ill, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1915, c. 137, § 1.
St. 1918, c. 138.
St.1930, c. 416, § 12.
§ 40. Telephone and telegraph companies; as-
sessors; informing commissioners
Every board of assessors shall, as and when
required by the commissioner, furnish him with
any and all information in its knowledge or posses-
sion relating to any property, the value of which he
is required to determine by the preceding section.
Amended by St.1953, c. 654, § 33; St.1978, c. 514, § 84.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1915, c. 137, § 2.
§ 41. Telephone and telegraph companies; re-
turns
Every telephone or telegraph company owning
any property required to be valued by the commis-
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sioner under section thirty-nine shall annually, on
or before a date determined by the commissioner
but in no case later than March first, make a return
to the commissioner signed and sworn to by its
treasurer. This return shall be in the form and
detail prescribed by the commissioner and shall
contain all information which he shall consider
necessary to enable him to make the valuations
required by section thirty-nine, and shall relate, so
far as is possible, to the situation of the company
and its property on January first of the year when
made. Property returned to the commissioner as
herein provided need not be included in the list
required to be filed by a telephone or telegraph
company under section twenty-nine. Failure to
make the return required by this section shall bar
the company from any appeal of the commission-
er's determination of value under section thirty-
nine, unless such company was unable to comply
with such request for reasons beyond such compa-
ny's control. If any company, or any treasurer
thereof, in a return made under this section makes
any statement which is known to be false in a
material particular, such false statement shall bar
it from any appeal under section thirty-nine.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 37; St.1953, c. 654, § 34;
St.1978, c. 514, § 84; St.1987, c. 483, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 137, § 3.
§ 42. Telephone and telegraph companies; fail-
ure to make returns
If any company, or any treasurer thereof, shall in
any year, fail to make the return required by sec-
tion forty-one, the commissioner shall estimate the
value of the property of the company according to
his best information and belief.
Amended bv St.1953, c. 654, § 35; St.1978, c. 514, § 84;
St.1987, c. 483, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 137, § 4.
§ 42A. Amended valuation of property held by
pipeline or telephone or telegraph
company; collection of additional as-
sessment; appeals
For the purpose of verifying that an owner of a
pipeline or a telephone or telegraph company re-
quired to make a return under section 38A or
section 41 has made a complete and accurate ac-
counting of the property required to be returned,
the commissioner shall have all the powers and
remedies provided by said section 31A to assessors
of cities and towns. If the commissioner reason-
ably believes, as a result of an examination of the
books, papers, records and other data or otherwise,
that taxable personal property for a fiscal year was
not valued or was incorrectly valued, the commis-
sioner may, not later than 3 years and 6 months
after the date the return was due or 3 years and 6
months after the date the return was filed, which-
ever is later, certify an amended valuation to the
owner of the pipeline or telephone or telegraph
company and to the boards of assessors of the
cities and towns wherein the property was subject
to taxation for that year. Not later than 2 months
after the date of the amended certification, the
assessors shall assess and commit to the collector
with their warrant for collection an additional tax
to the owner of the pipeline or telephone or tele-
graph company. An owner or company aggrieved
by the assessment of the additional tax may, within
1 month after the bill or notice of the additional
assessment is first sent, appeal the valuation to the
appellate tax board. The appeal shall name as
appellees the commissioner and the board of asses-
sors. Except as otherwise provided in this section,
the hearing and appeal before the appellate tax
board shall proceed in the same manner as an
appeal of the valuations originally certified by the
commissioner.
Added by St.2010, c. 188, § 49, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 43. Valuation and assessment books; public
inspection
The assessors shall make, on the books furnished
as provided in section forty-five, a list of the valua-
tion and the assessment thereon, in the following
manner: In each column provided in the book or
books so furnished shall be entered the valuation of
that portion, if any, of the personal property of
each person and corporation, indicated by the
heading thereof. The total amount of the taxable
personal property shall be shown, but without oth-
er detail or specification than is provided for here-
in. Before the taxes are committed for collection
they shall deposit the books, or an attested copy
thereof, in their office or, if there is no office, with
their chairman, for public inspection.
Amended by St. 1948, c. 1 12, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 8.
St.1823, c. 139, § 3.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 29.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 33.
St.1861, c. 167.
PS. 1882, c. 11, § 50.
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St.1888, c. 307.
St. 1898, c. 507, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 56.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 55.
St.1928, c. 14, § 1.
§ 44. Lists; contents
The list shall exhibit the valuation, classification
and assessment of the estates of the inhabitants
assessed; and the valuation, classification and as-
sessment of the estates of nonresident owners, and
shall contain the names of the nonresident owners
of the property assessed, or such description of
them as can be given, their places of abode, if
known, the description of their estate, and the tax
thereon.
Amended by St.1963, c. 160, § 19; St. 1973, c. 671, § 1;
St.1978, c. 580, § 31; St. 1979, c. 797, § 17.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1828, c. 143, § 5.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 30.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 34.
St.l861,c. 167.
P.S.1882, c. 11, § 51.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 57.
St.1908, c. 387, § 1.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 56.
§ 45. Books furnished by municipalities
Each city or town shall provide, on or before
January first, annually, suitable books for the use of
its assessors in the assessment of taxes, which shall
contain blank columns with uniform headings for a
valuation list, in such form as the commissioner
shall, from time to time, determine and approve.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, §§ 38, 39; St. 1948, c. 112,
§ 2; St.1963, c. 160, § 20; St.1969, c. 532, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l861,c. 167, § 1.
St.1879, c. 72, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 52.
St.1883, c. 41, § 1.
St.1887, c. 86, § 2.
St. 1890, c. 242, § 2.
St.1891, c. 65.
St.1898, c. 507, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 58.
St.1907, c. 181.
St.1908, c. 314.
St.1908, c. 387, § 2.
St.1909, c. 440, § 2.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 57.
St.1914, c. 198, § 2.
St.1920, c. 307.
St.1925, c. 343, §§ 11, 13.
St.1926, c. 222.
St.1928, c. 14, § 2.
§ 46. Entries in books
The assessors shall enter in the books so fur-
nished the valuation, classification and assessment
of the estates of the persons assessed, as directed in
the headings of the various columns and shall state
the value of each building described, including
therein water wheels but excluding land and water
power and machinery used in the building. Such
valuation book shall contain at the end thereof a
summary listing the total valuation for each classi-
fication of property as prescribed by the commis-
sioner.
Amended by St.1963, c. 160, § 21; St. 1973, c. 671, § 2;
St.1978, c. 580, § 32; St.1989, c. 341, § 36.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l861,c. 167, § 2.
St.1879, c. 72, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 53.
St.1883, c. 41, § 2.
St.1898, c. 507, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 59.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 58.
St.1918, c. 257, § 38.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St.1928, c. 14, § 3.
§§ 47, 48. Repealed, 1969, 532, Sec. 2
§ 49. Repealed, 1985, 300, Sec. 1
§ 50. Required books; copies of laws, etc.
The books required by section forty-five shall
contain a copy of this section, of sections forty-
three, forty-four, forty-five, forty-six and forty-nine,
and of sections eighty-four and ninety-four, and
such certificates as are required by law to be
signed by the assessors, with such explanatory
notes as the commissioner considers necessary to
secure uniformity of returns under the several
headings.
Amended by St. 1948, c. 1 12, § 4; St.1971, e. 262, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 63.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 62.
§ 51. Exempted property; entries on valuation
lists
The assessors shall enter upon the valuation list,
in the appropriate columns after the enumeration
of the persons and estates liable to taxation therein
contained, a statement and description of all the
property and estate, with the fair cash value there-
of, which is exempted from taxation in their re-
spective towns pursuant to the provisions of the
first fifteen clauses of section five, or for the reason
that it is owned by a county, city, town or district
and put to a public use, with the names of the
442
ASSESSMENT OF LOCAL TAXES 59 §53
persons or corporations owning the same and the
purpose for which it is used, and with a reference
to the law, if any, by which such exemption is
allowed.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1874, c. 227, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 58.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 64.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 63.
St. 1 923, c. 421.
§ 52. Valuation lists; statement of assessors;
penalties
The assessors, or other persons authorized to
assess taxes, shall, at the end of said valuation list,
subscribe the following statement:
We, the assessors (or other persons so author-
ized, as the case may be,) of , do severally
state, that the foregoing list is a full and true list of
the names of all persons known to us, who are
liable to taxation in
,
(here insert the name of
the city or town,) during the present year, and that
the real and personal estate contained in said list,
and assessed upon each person in said list, is a full
and accurate assessment upon all the property of
each person, liable to taxation, at its full and fair
cash value, according to our best knowledge and
belief. This statement is made under the penalties
of perjury.
Failure to subscribe the foregoing statement shall
not invalidate a tax otherwise legally assessed; but
whoever assesses taxes in a town without having
subscribed the same shall be punished by a fine of
ten dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 5.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 55.
St.1853, c. 319, § 2.
St.1857, c. 306, §§ 1,2.
G.S.1860, c. 11, §§ 36, 37.
P.S.1882, c. 11, §§ 59,60.
R.L.1902, c. 12, §§ 65,66.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 64.
St.1928, c. 14, § 5.
§ 52A. Plans showing boundaries in city or
town; delivery to court
The assessors, upon receiving for their general
use, newly completed or revised plans showing
locations of boundaries of real property in the city
or town, shall deliver copies of such plans to the
land court department of the trial court.
Added by St. 1980, c. 180.
§ 52B. Official inspection of valuation infor-
mation, release of comparable sales
data
All information collected pursuant to section 8A
of chapter 58A and sections 38D, 38E, 57D and
61 A of this chapter shall be open to the inspection
of the assessors, the commissioner, the deputies,
clerks and assistants of either the assessors or the
commissioner and such other officials of the com-
monwealth or of its political subdivisions who have
occasion to inspect such information in the per-
formance of their official duties, but to no other
person except by order of the appellate tax board
or a court, except that if the assessor bases a
valuation of an assessed owner's real or personal
property, in whole or in part, on a comparable
sale, or sales, the assessor shall provide any market
data relating to such comparable sale or sales to
the assessed owner of the property or his designat-
ed representative upon request.
Added by St. 1986, c. 385, § 6. Amended by St.2002, c.
399, § 1.
§ 52C. Public access to terminals or other data
processing equipment
The provisions of section ten of chapter sixty-six
shall not be deemed to authorize public access to
terminals or other data processing equipment for
the purpose of copying, reading, collecting, print-
ing, analyzing or manipulating any data or other-
information collected under any provision of this
chapter and stored in data processing or comput-
ing equipment or to authorize the release of the
original or copies of tapes, cards, disc files or other
methods of electronic storage of such data or infor-
mation, unless authorized by the commissioner of
revenue.
Nothing contained in this section shall restrict
the right of a person assessed or his designated
representative to inspect at the assessor's office
information and records relating to the valuation
and assessment of his property or to receive copies
of this information.
Added by St. 1986, c. 385, § 6.
§ 53. Tax lists; commitment; warrants; collec-
tor of taxes
The assessors shall, within a reasonable time,
commit the tax list with their warrant to the collec-
tor of taxes, and, if there is a fire, water, light or
improvement district in the town, they shall com-
mit to him a separate list and warrant for the
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district taxes. If no collector has been chosen, they
shall commit such list with their warrants, to a
constable; or, if there is no constable, to the sheriff
or his deputy; but the assessors of a town shall not
commit a tax list to the collector until the bonds of
such collector and of the town treasurer have been
given and approved as required by law.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 50, § 6.
St. 1785, c. 70, §§ 1,3.
St.1815, c. 130, § 4.
R.S.1836, c. 7, §§ 32,34.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 38.
St.1879, c. 157, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 62.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 67.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 66.
St.1919, c. 319, § 1.
§ 54. Tax lists; form; contents
The tax list committed to the collector shall be in
a form approved by the commissioner and shall
contain such data appearing on the assessors' valu-
ation list as may be required for the purposes of
sections three and three A of chapter sixty.
Amended by St. 1954, c. 444, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1828, c. 143, § 6.
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 31.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 35.
P.S.1882, c. 11, § 61.
St.1887, c.235, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 68.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 67.
St.1926, c.65, § 5.
§ 55. Warrants; form; contents
The warrant shall specify the duties of the collec-
tor as prescribed by law in the collection of taxes,
the times when and the person to whom he shall
pay them, shall be substantially in the form hereto-
fore used, and need not be under seal.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 6.
St. 1785, c. 70, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 7, §§ 32,33.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 39.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 63.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 69.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 68.
§ 56. Lost or destroyed warrants
If a warrant issued for the collection of taxes is
lost or destroyed, the assessors may issue a new
warrant therefor, which shall have the same force
and effect as the original warrant.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1799, c. 83.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 51.
G.S.1860, c. 1 1, § 40.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 64.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 70.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. l.§ 69.
§ 57. Bills for taxes; due date;
amounts overdue
interest;
Except as otherwise provided, bills for real estate
and personal property taxes shall be sent out sea-
sonably upon commitment in every city, town and
district in which the same are assessed, and shall
be due and payable on July first of each year for all
purposes except the calculation of interest as pro-
vided in this section. If any betterment assessment
or apportionment thereof, water rate or annual
sewer use charge added to such tax, or more than
one-half of the balance of any such tax as reduced
by any abatement, remains unpaid either after No-
vember first of the fiscal year in which it is pay-
able, or after the thirtieth day after the date on
which the bill for such tax was mailed after Octo-
ber first, interest at the rate of fourteen per cent
per annum, computed from October first, or from
the date the bill for such tax was mailed if mailed
after October first, shall be paid on so much of the
unpaid amount as is in excess of said one-half of
such balance. If the whole or any part of such tax
remains unpaid after May first of such fiscal year,
in addition to the interest as aforesaid, interest at
such rate shall be paid on so much of the balance
of such tax not so paid as does not exceed one half
of such tax as reduced by any abatement and
computed from April first of such fiscal year. Not
later than April first of such fiscal year a notice
shall be sent out showing the amount of such tax
which, if not paid by May first, shall bear interest
computed from April first. Bills for taxes assessed
under section seventy-five or section seventy-six
shall be sent out seasonably upon commitment,
and shall be due and payable on the thirtieth day
after the date on which the bill for such tax was
mailed for all purposes except the calculation of
interest as provided in this section. Taxes shall
bear interest as hereinbefore provided in this sec-
tion with respect to real estate and personal prop-
erty taxes generally; provided, however, that if a
bill for any such taxes is mailed on or after April
first of the fiscal year to which the tax relates and
remains unpaid after the thirtieth day after the date
on which such bill was mailed, interest at the
aforesaid rate, computed from the date such bill
was mailed, shall be paid on so much of the tax
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that remains unpaid. In all cases where interest is
payable it shall be added to and become a part of
the tax. Interest which pursuant to this section
shall have been added to and become a part of any
tax other than a tax reassessed under section sev-
enty-seven shall be waived by the collector if the
amount of such tax, exclusive of such interest, is
tendered to him within thirty days after the bill lor
such tax is first sent. A first actual real estate tax
bill sent out for fiscal year 2008 or any subsequent
year pursuant to this section shall contain a state-
ment that there exists a delinquency if any tax,
betterment assessment or apportionment thereof,
water rate, annual sewer use, or other charge
which may constitute a lien is overdue for more
than 90 days. Such delinquencies shall not include
amounts due relating to fire service, electric, water
or sewer use in any city or town served by more
than 1 independent municipal or district fire, elec-
tric, water, sewer, or joint water and sewer district
or in any city or town served by an independent
municipal or district fire, electric, water, sewer, or
joint water and sewer district that is not principally
domiciled in that city or town.
Amended bv St.1933, c. 151, § 1; St.1933, c. 254, § 42
St.1935, c. 158, § 1; St.1937, c. 203, § 1; St.1938, c
330, § 1; St.1941, c. 258, § 1; St.1947, c. 99, § 1
St.1947, c. 522, § 1; St.1949, c. 265, § 1; St.1949, c
278, § 1; St.1963, c. 160, § 22; St.1965, c. 597, § 1
St.1968, c. 290, § 1; St.1969, c. 849, §§ 68, 69; St.1971
c. 766, § 22; St.1973, c. 52, § 6; St.1976, c. 101, § 1
St.1976, c. 250, § 1; St.1977, c. 349; St.1979, c. 503
§ 1; St. 1988, c. 43, §§ 2 to 4; St.2003, c. 46, § 52, eff
July 31, 2003; St.2004, c. 149, § 107, eff. July 1, 2004
St.2006, c. 122, § 19, eff. June 24, 2006; St.2007, c. 74,
§ 1, eff. July 25, 2007.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1873, c. 225, § 1.
St.1878, c. 185, § 1.
St. 1879, c. 74.
P.S.1882, c. 11, §§ 67,68.
St. 1900, c. 168.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 72.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 71.
St.1913, c. 688, § 1.
St.1915, c. 237, § 21.
St.1916, c. 103.
St.l918,c. 190, § 1.
St. 1920, c. 460.
St.1926, c. 269, § 2.
§ 57A. Unpaid taxes not in excess of twenty-
five dollars; interest
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section notwithstanding the provisions of
section fifty-seven, if a bill for real estate or person-
al property taxes, in an amount not in excess of
twenty-five dollars, remains unpaid after November
first of the fiscal year in which it is payable, or
after the thirtieth day after the date on which the
bill lor such tax was mailed, if mailed after October
first, interest at the rate of fourteen per cent per
annum computed from October first, or from the
date the bill for such tax was mailed, if mailed after
October first, shall be paid on such unpaid tax.
Added by St. 1 985, c. 598, § 1.
§ 57B. Unpaid taxes not in excess of fifty dol-
lars; interest
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section, notwithstanding the provisions of
section fifty-seven, if a bill for real estate or person-
al property taxes, in an amount not in excess of
fifty dollars, remains unpaid after November first
of the fiscal year in which it is payable, or after the
thirtieth day after the date on which the bill for
such tax was mailed, if mailed after October first,
interest at the rate of fourteen per cent per annum
computed from October first, or from the date the
bill for such tax was mailed, if mailed after October
first, shall be paid on such unpaid tax.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 402, § 1.
§ 57C. Preliminary tax for real estate and per-
sonal property; notice; installment
payments
This section shall be applicable in any city or
town which accepts this section for the purpose of
establishing quarterly tax payments or semi-annual
tax payments, notwithstanding section 57. Except
as otherwise provided, a notice of preliminary tax
for real estate and personal property shall be sent
out no later than July 1 of each year. In the case
of cities and towns with quarterly tax payments,
the preliminary tax shall be due and payable in 2
installments, the first installment due on August 1,
the second installment on November 1, after which
dates if unpaid, they shall become delinquent and
subject to interest as provided herein, and in the
case of cities and towns with semi-annual tax pay-
ments, the preliminary tax shall be due and pay-
able on October 1 , after which date if unpaid, it
shall become delinquent and subject to interest as
provided herein. The preliminary tax shall in no
event exceed 50 per cent of 102 {/i per cent of the
tax payable during the preceding fiscal year and of
the amount by which such tax would have in-
creased if any referendum question submitted to
the voters under paragraph (g), (\ xk), (j) or (k) or
section 21C and approved for the fiscal year had
been approved for the preceding fiscal year.
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Notwithstanding the provisions of the first para-
graph, a notice of preliminary tax may be sent out
after July first by cities and towns with quarterly
tax payments; provided, however, that no such
notice of preliminary tax shall be sent unless first
approved by the commissioner of revenue; provid-
ed, further, that as a condition of such approval,
the commissioner may establish such requirements
as he deems appropriate, which may include, but
not be limited to, the submission by the board of
assessors of all information required to set the tax
rate under the provisions of section twenty-three,
except the assessed valuation of all real and per-
sonal property subject to taxation for the current
fiscal year. Any notice of preliminary tax mailed
after July first shall be due and payable in two
installments, the first installment due thirty days
after the mailing of the notice, the second Novem-
ber first, after which dates if unpaid, they shall
become delinquent and subject to interest as pro-
vided herein; provided, however, that in the event
that such notice is mailed after August first, the
entire notice shall be due and payable November
first, or thirty days after the date of mailing, which-
ever is later. Any notice of preliminary tax mailed
after July 1 by cities and towns with semi-annual
tax payments shall be due and payable October 1
after which date if unpaid, it shall become delin-
quent and subject to interest as provided herein;
provided, however, that in the event that such
notice is mailed after August 1, the notice shall be
due and payable November 1, or 30 days after the
date of mailing, whichever is later.
All provisions of law regarding the procedures
for issuing, mailing and collecting tax assessments
upon real and personal property and betterment
assessments shall be applicable to the notice of
preliminary tax provided hereunder, including the
payment of interest. To the extent that any rights
or remedies under law accrue from the date that
the tax bill is issued, only the tax bill issued upon
the establishment of the tax rate for the current
fiscal year shall govern such rights and remedies.
The provisions of section twenty-one C shall apply
to the tax rate established by the city or town for
the current fiscal year.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the first para-
graph, a city or town that seeks to issue a notice of
preliminary tax for any fiscal year may require the
payment of a preliminary tax in excess of fifty
percent of one hundred and two and one-half per-
cent of the tax payable during the preceding fiscal
year and of the amount by which such tax would
have increased if any referendum question submit-
ted to the voters under the provisions of paragraph
(g), (Vk), (j) or (k) of section twenty-one C and
approved for the fiscal year had been approved for
the preceding fiscal year, to the extent that such
excess represents one-half of the amount of tax
accruing as a result of the loss of exemption from
tax that had been granted in the preceding fiscal
year, improvements to the parcel, or the parcel
being taxed as a separate parcel for the first time.
A city or town is further authorized under this
paragraph to issue a notice of preliminary tax for
any property which becomes subject to taxation for
the first time in a current fiscal year.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the assessors of any
city or town that issues a notice of preliminary tax
may add any betterment assessment or apportion-
ment thereof, water rate, annual sewer use charge
and any other charge placed on the annual tax bill
to the preliminary tax on the property to which it
relates and such amount shall become part of the
preliminary tax.
The assessors may, on application or on their
own motion, abate so much of the preliminary tax
as remains unpaid that is in excess of the property
owner's proportional share.
The actual tax bill issued upon the establishment
of the tax rate for the fiscal year, after credit is
given for the preliminary tax payments previously
made, and in the case of cities and towns with
quarterly payments, shall be due and payable in 2
installments, on February 1 and on May 1 respec-
tively, after which dates, if unpaid, they shall be-
come delinquent and, in the case of cities and
towns with semi-annual payments, shall be due and
payable on April 1, after which date, if unpaid, they
shall become delinquent. A first actual real estate
tax bill sent out for fiscal year 2008 or any subse-
quent year pursuant to this section shall contain a
statement that there exists a delinquency if any tax,
betterment assessment or apportionment thereof,
water rate, annual sewer use, or other charge
which may constitute a lien is overdue for more
than 90 days. Such delinquencies shall not include
amounts due relating to fire service, electric, water
or sewer use in any city or town served by more
than 1 independent municipal or district fire, elec-
tric, water, sewer, or joint water and sewer district
or in any city or town served by an independent
municipal or district fire, electric, water, sewer, or
joint watei and sewer district that is not principally
domiciled in that city or town.
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In the event that actual tax bills are not mailed
by December 31, then the full balance of the actual
tax bill issued upon establishment of the tax rate
for the fiscal year, after credit is given for the
preliminary tax payments previously made, shall be
due and payable on May 1, or 30 days after the
date of mailing, whichever is later.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding
paragraph, whenever such actual tax bills cannot
be mailed by December 3 1 by cities and towns with
quarterly tax payments, an additional notice of
preliminary tax may be issued and payment of a
third quarter preliminary installment may be re-
quired; provided, however, that no such additional
notice of preliminary tax may issue unless first
approved by the commissioner of revenue; and
provided, further, that as a condition of such ap-
proval, the commissioner may establish such re-
quirements as he deems appropriate, which may
include, but not be limited to, the submission by
the board of assessors of all information required
to set the tax rate under the provisions of section
23, except the assessed valuation of all real and
personal property subject to taxation for the cur-
rent fiscal year. The assessors shall establish the
tax rate for the fiscal year no later than April 1 . In
no event shall the net amount of revenue to be
raised by taxation, as submitted to the commission-
er pursuant to any such requirements for approval
under this section, be exceeded, except to the ex-
tent that additional new growth, as certified by the
commissioner pursuant to paragraph (0 of section
21C, exceeds the prior approved amount and a
referendum question submitted to the voters under
the provisions of paragraph (g), (i/6), (j) or (k) of
said section 21C has been approved.
In the event an additional notice of preliminary
tax requiring a third quarter preliminary install-
ment payment is issued by a city or town, such
notice shall be mailed on or before December 31,
or such later date as may be authorized by the
commissioner, and such entire notice shall be due
and payable on February 1, or 30 days after the
date of mailing such notice, whichever is later,
after which date if unpaid, it shall become delin-
quent. The amount of any third quarter prelimi-
nary installment payment shall not exceed the
amount of the first quarter installment payment for
the fiscal year as provided in this section. The
actual tax bill issued upon the establishment of the
tax rate for the fiscal year, after credit is given for
the preliminary tax payments previously made,
shall be due and payable on May 1, or 30 days after
the date of mailing such bill, whichever is later,
after which date if unpaid, it shall become delin-
quent. Such bill shall represent the full balance
owed after credit is given for the preliminary tax
payments previously made. All provisions of this
section regarding procedures for issuing, mailing
and collecting the notice of preliminary tax requit-
ing first and second quarter preliminary install-
ment payments shall be applicable to any addition-
al notice of preliminary tax, including payment of
interest.
Bills for taxes assessed under section seventy-five
or section seventy-six shall be sent out seasonably
upon commitment, and shall be due and payable
on May first or thirty days after the date on which
the said bills are mailed, whichever is later.
If any such installment, tax, betterment assess-
ment or apportionment thereof, water rate or an-
nual sewer use or other charge added to such tax,
as reduced by any abatement is not timely paid, it
shall be delinquent, and interest at the rate of
fourteen percent per annum computed from the
due date shall be paid. For purposes of this sec-
tion, amounts not timely received shall be deemed
unpaid. The commissioner of revenue may issue
guidelines as appropriate for the implementation of
this section.
Added by St.1989, c. 653, § 41. Amended by St.1996, c.
284, §§ 5 to 8; St.1997, c. 237, § 1; St.2003, c. 46,
§§ 53, 54, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2004, c. 149, §§ 108 to
112, eff. July 1, 2004; St.2004, c. 352, § 26, eff. Sept. 17,
2004; St.2006, c. 122, § 20, eff. June 24, 2006; St.2007,
c. 74, § 2, eff. July 25, 2007.
§ 57D. Affidavit of address
A notice of preliminary, estimated or actual tax
for real estate and personal property shall include
an affidavit of address, to be signed and sworn to
by the owner of record of such property. The
affidavit shall include the following information:
name of the owner, street number, street name,
city or town, state and zip code. The affidavit shall
not be required of those property owners for any
parcel for which the owner has been granted, in
the previous fiscal year, a residential exemption
under section 5C.
The affidavit shall not be required of those own-
ers of parcels subject to chapter 183A.
In the event that the residence of the owner of
record is located outside of the commonwealth, he
shall appoint an agent located within the common-
wealth and the enclosed affidavit shall be complet-
ed by stating the agent's full name, street number,
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street address, city or town, zip code and telephone
number. In no event shall post office boxes be
accepted as an address for purposes of this section.
Information provided by taxpayers pursuant to
this section shall not be a public record and shall
be used by the city or town only for either the
mailing of legal notices or to contact property
owners for other municipal purposes. In no event
shall any information provided pursuant to this
section be sold, distributed or copied to any indi-
vidual or organization in any form.
Any legal notice mailed to the address listed in
the affidavit, whether the address of the owner of
record or his agent, shall be presumed to be good
and sufficient service for the purpose of instituting
any legal action relating to the property.
If there is any change in the information provid-
ed on the affidavit for the owner of record or his
agent, the owner shall immediately notify the local
board of assessors by mailing a new affidavit.
If an owner fails to comply with this section, a
city or town may notify the owner of that noncom-
pliance. The owner shall have an additional 30
days from the date of service of the notice of
noncompliance within which to file an affidavit or
otherwise comply with this section. If an owner
fails to file the affidavit within this additional 30-
day period or otherwise to comply with this sec-
tion, the city or town may impose a fine of $100
per preliminary tax bill on the owner. If an owner
fails to pay any fine imposed under this section, a
city or town may then determine that the fine
constitute a lien upon the real estate and the fine
shall thereafter be subject to collection by a city or
town through means which are generally available
to cities and towns for the collection of outstanding
property taxes.
Upon receipt of payment or notification of abate-
ment of any fine imposed under this chapter or
upon receipt of the affidavit required by this chap-
ter, any city or town that has determined the fine to
constitute a lien upon the property and has initi-
ated proceedings to recover the fine, shall issue a
release of lien in recordable form within 30 days of
the receipt of the payment, notice of abatement or
an affidavit required by this section. For good
cause shown, a city or town may abate any part or
all of a fine that was imposed under this section, if
the affidavit required by this section is filed with
the city or town as required by this section.
The provisions of this section shall take effect in
any city or town upon its acceptance by such city
or town.
Added by St. 1995, c. 126. Amended by St.2002, c. 399,
§§ 2 to 6, eff. Mar. 11,2003.
§ 58. Discounts on taxes
In any city or town that accepts the provisions of
this section, on all property taxes assessed in a city
or town and collected by a city or town tax collec-
tor, discounts for the early and full payment there-
of shall be three percent if the taxpayer pays the
entire tax bill for the fiscal year in which said tax is
due by November first or within thirty days if the
bill for such tax was mailed later than October
first.
In any city or town that accepts the provisions of
this section and that has adopted the provisions of
section fifty-seven C, the discount for early and full
payment of the tax bill shall be three percent if the
taxpayer pays the entire tax bill for the fiscal year
in which said tax is due, notwithstanding any pro-
visions of said section fifty-seven C, by August first
or within thirty days if the tax bill was mailed later
than July first. In the event it is determined at the
end of a fiscal year that a taxpayer, who has
exercised this option, has overpaid his tax for said
fiscal year, the tax bill for the next fiscal year for
said taxpayer shall be reduced by the amount that
was determined to have been overpaid in the previ-
ous fiscal year.
Amended by St.1995, c. 181, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1815, c. 130, §§ 2,4.
R.S.1836, c. 7, §§ 35, 36.
G.S.1860, c. 11, §§ 41, 42.
P.S.I 882, c. 11, §§ 65,66.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 71.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 70.
St.1913, c. 688, §§ 3, 5.
§ 58A. Minimum abatement or refund of prop-
erty tax
No abatement or refund of property tax, real or
personal, shall be granted or paid in an amount
less than one dollar.
Added by St. 1987, c. 376.
§ 59. Abatements
A person upon whom a tax has been assessed or
the administrator of the estate of such person or
the executor or trustee under the will of such
person, if aggrieved by such tax, may, except as
hereinafter otherwise provided, on or before the
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last day for payment, without incurring interest in
accordance with the provisions of section fifty-
seven or section fifty-seven C, of the first install-
ment of the actual tax bill issued upon the estab-
lishment of the tax rate for the fiscal year to which
the tax relates, apply in writing to the assessors, on
a form approved by the commissioner, for an
abatement thereof, and if they find him taxed at
more than his just proportion or upon an improper
classification, or upon an assessment of any of his
property in excess of its fair cash value, they shall
make a reasonable abatement; provided, however,
that a person aggrieved by a tax assessed upon him
under section seventy-five or section seventy-six or
reassessed upon him under section seventy-seven
may apply for such abatement at any time within
three months after the bill or notice of such assess-
ment or reassessment is first sent to him. A tenant
of real estate paying rent therefor and under obli-
gation to pay more than one-half of the taxes there-
on may apply for such abatement. If a person
other than the person to whom a tax on real estate
is assessed is the owner thereof, or has an interest
therein, or is in possession thereof, and pays the
tax, he may thereafter prosecute in his own name
any application, appeal or action provided by law
for the abatement or recovery of such tax, which
after the payment thereof shall be deemed for the
purposes of such application, appeal or action, to
have been assessed to the person so paying the
same. The holder of a mortgage on real estate who
has paid not less than one-half of the tax thereon
may during the period beginning September twen-
tieth and ending October first of the year to which
the tax relates apply in the manner above set forth
for an abatement of such tax provided the person
assessed has not previously applied for abatement
ol such tax, and thereupon the right of the person
assessed to apply shall cease and determine. The
holder of a mortgage so applying for abatement
may thereafter prosecute any appeal or action pro-
vided by law for the abatement or recovery of such
tax in the same manner and subject to the same
conditions as a person aggrieved by a tax assessed
upon him.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this sec-
tion, a person who acquires title to real estate after
January first in any year, shall for the purposes of
this section be treated as a person upon whom a
tax has been assessed.
An application for exemption under clause Sev-
enteenth, Seventeenth C, Seventeenth D, Eigh-
teenth, Twenty-second, Twenty-second A, Twenty-
second B, Twenty-second C, Twenty-second D,
Twenty-second E, Thirty-seventh, Thirty-seventh A,
Forty-first, Forty-first B, Forty-first C, Forty-sec-
ond, Forty-third and Fifty-second of section five
may be made on or before December fifteenth of
the year to which the tax relates, or if the bill or
notice is first sent after September fifteenth of such
year, within three months after the bill or notice is
so sent.
If any application for abatement of tax is, after
the period or date prescribed by this section, deliv-
ered by United States mail, or by such alternative
private delivery service as the commissioner of
revenue may by regulation permit, to the assessors,
the date of the United States postmark, or other
substantiating date mark permitted by regulation of
the commissioner of revenue, affixed on the envel-
ope or other appropriate wrapper in which such
application is mailed or delivered shall be deemed
to be the date of delivery, if such application was
mailed in the United States in an envelope or other
appropriate wrapper, first class postage prepaid, or
delivered to such alternative private delivery ser-
vice, properly addressed to the assessors. As used
in this section, "United States postmark" shall
mean only a postmark made by the United States
post office.
Amended bv St. 1933, c. 165, § 1; St.1933, c. 254, § 43;
St. 1933, c. 266, § 1; St.1934, c. 136, § 2; St.1935, c.
187, § 1; St. 1939, c. 250, § 1; St.1943, c. 166, § 1;
St. 1945, c. 621, § 4; St.1946, c. 199, § 1; St.1963, c.
125; St.1965, c. 615, § 2; St.1974, c. 831, § 4; St.1977,
c. 198; St. 1978, c. 580, § 33; St.1985, c. 300, § 2;
St.1987, c. 758, § 5; St. 1989, c. 341, § 38; St.1993, c.
110, § 116; St.1996, c. 426, § 2; St.2000, c. 324, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 10.
R.S.1836, c. 7, §§ 37,41.
G.S.1860, c. 11, §§ 43,47.
St.1877, c. 160, § 2.
P.S.I 882, c. 11, §§ 69, 74.
St.1888, c. 315.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 73.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 72.
St.1926, c. 71, § 2.
§ 59A. Abatements for purpose of continuing
environmental cleanup on sites zoned
for commercial or industrial use
where there has been a release of oil
or hazardous material
Municipalities may establish, relative to sites or
portions of sites from or at which there has been a
release of oil or hazardous material, an agreement
between the city or town and any eligible person,
as defined in section 2 of chapter 2 IE, regarding
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the abatement of outstanding interest, penalties,
and payment of real estate tax obligations on said
sites or portions of sites; provided, however, that
said sites or portions of sites are zoned for com-
mercial or industrial uses by the municipality in
which said sites or portions of sites exist. Such
agreement, for the purpose of continuing environ-
mental cleanup on such sites and redevelopment in
such communities, shall include, but shall not be
limited to, the amount outstanding, the per cent of
interest to accrue if determined applicable by the
parties, the description of quantifiable monthly
payments, the inception date of such payments, the
date of the final payment, late penalties, and any
other contractual obligations arranged between the
parties. The terms of repayment shall be set at the
discretion of the municipality and shall be included
in the agreement between the parties. A city or
town that accepts this section shall adopt an ordi-
nance or by-law specifying the method for negotiat-
ing and approving agreements under this section.
Copies of each such agreement shall be signed by
the municipal officer required by the ordinance or
by-law and by the owner of the property in ques-
tion, notarized, attested to by the city or town
clerk, and provided to the department of environ-
mental protection, the federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the commissioner, the city council
or board of selectmen, and the owners of the prop-
erty in question. This section shall take effect in
any city or town only upon its acceptance by such
city or town.
Added by St. 1998, c. 206, § 33. Amended by St.1999, c.
158, § 3.
§ 60. Records of abatements
Every board of assessors shall record all abate-
ments of taxes. The record of abatement of the
whole or any part of any tax shall be signed by a
majority of the board and shall show plainly the
following details:
First, The name or title in which the tax stands
assessed.
Second, The year in which the tax was assessed.
Third, The total amount of the tax.
Fourth, The date when the abatement was made.
[ There is no Fifth.]
Sixth, The sum abated on personal estate.
Seventh, The sum abated on real estate.
Eighth, The total sum abated.
Ninth, In case of an abatement to put into effect
a statutory exemption, exact reference to the statu-
tory provision under which the exemption is grant-
ed.
The assessors shall forthwith upon making an
abatement furnish the tax collector with a copy
thereof.
The records which boards of assessors are re-
quired to keep pursuant to this section shall be
kept, in the order in which such abatements of
taxes are granted, in a book or set of books provid-
ed for the purpose and in such form as the commis-
sioner may prescribe. Such book or books, or
copies thereof, shall be open to public inspection.
Every board of assessors shall at the request of any
person furnish one or more copies of any record
required by this section to be kept, upon the pay-
ment in advance of a fee approximating the cost of
such copy or copies.
Applications for abatement or exemption under
this chapter shall, except in proceedings before the
county commissioners, the appellate tax board or a
court of the commonwealth, be open only to the
inspection of the assessors, the commissioner, the
deputies, clerks and assistants of either the asses-
sors or the commissioner and such other officials
or designated private auditors of the common-
wealth or of its political subdivisions as may have
occasion to inspect such applications in the per-
formance of their official, contractual or designated
duties. For purposes of this section, a designated
private auditor shall be an individual, corporation
or other legal entity proficient in auditing selected
by the director of accounts or any city or town to
perform an audit which includes the assessing de-
partment of a city or town under any legal authori-
ty, including an audit under sections forty or forty-
two of chapter forty-four, or an investigation under
section forty-six A of chapter forty-four.
Amended by St.1941, c. 209; St. 1945, c. 620; St. 1963, c.
160, § 23; St.1988, c. 43, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1909, c. 517, § 1.
St.1923, c. 18.
§ 61. Conditions of abatement
A person shall not have an abatement of a tax
imposed upon his personal property subject to tax-
ation, except as otherwise provided, unless he has
brought in to the assessors a list of his personal
estate as required by section 29 and complied with
any requests by the assessors to examine books,
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papers, records and other data under section 31 A.
If such a list of his personal estate is not filed
within the time specified in the notice required by
said section 29 or the person has not complied with
any requests by the assessors to examine books,
papers, records and other data under said section
31 A, no part of the tax assessed on the personal
estate shall be abated unless the applicant shows to
the assessors a reasonable excuse for the delay, or
unless such tax exceeds by fifty per cent the
amount which would have been assessed on such
estate, if the list had been seasonably brought in,
and in such case only the excess over such fifty per
cent shall be abated. A person applying for an
abatement of a tax on real estate may have an
abatement although no list of the owner's estate
was brought in as required by the said notice;
provided, that in any application for an abatement
of such a tax the applicant shall include a sufficient
description in writing of the particular real estate
as to which an abatement is requested.
Amended by St.1933, c. 165, § 2; St.2010, c. 188, §§ 50,
51,eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 9.
R.S.I 836, c. 7, § 40.
St.1853, c. 319, § 3.
St.1857, c. 306, § 3.
G.S.I 860, c. 11,§ 46.
St.1865, c. 121.
St.1877, c. 160, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 11, §§ 38,72, 73.
St.1888, c. 315.
St.1894. c. 354.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 74.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 73.
St. 1909, c. 517, § 2.
St.1918, c. 50, § 2.
St. 1931, c. 150, § 2.
§ 61 A. Discovery; failure to comply
A person applying for an abatement of a tax on
real estate or personal property shall, upon re-
quest, exhibit to the assessors the property to
which the application for abatement relates and if
required by said assessors, shall exhibit and identi-
fy such property, and further, shall, upon request,
furnish under oath such written information as
may be reasonably required by the board of asses-
sors to determine the actual fair cash valuation of
the property to which the application for abate-
ment relates including, but not limited to, income
and rents received, and the expenses of maintain-
ing such property. Failure of the applicant to
comply with the provisions of this section within
thirty days after such request shall bar him from
any statutory appeal under this chapter unless the
applicant was unable to comply with such request
for reasons beyond his control or unless he at-
tempted to comply in good faith.
Added bv St. 1935, c. 276, § 2. Amended by St. 1968, c.
292; St.1989, c. 718, § 3.
§ 62. Costs; prepayment
A person applying for an abatement shall pay the
legal costs accruing before it is made.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 38.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 44.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 70.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 75.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 74.
§ 63. Notice of decision
Assessors shall, within ten days after their deci-
sion on an application for an abatement, send
written notice thereof to the applicant. If the as-
sessors fail to take action on such application for a
period of three months following the filing thereof,
they shall, within ten days after such period, send
the applicant written notice of such inaction. Said
notice shall indicate the date of the decision or the
date the application is deemed denied as provided
in section sixty-four, and shall further state that
appeal from such decision or inaction may be tak-
en as provided in sections sixty-four to sixty-five B,
inclusive.
Amended by St. 1943, c. 79; St. 1974, c. 288; St.1989, c.
718, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1890. c. 127, § 6.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 76.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 75.
§ 64. Appeals; county commissioners; appel-
late tax board
A person aggrieved by the refusal of assessors to
abate a tax on personal property at least one-half of
which has been paid, or a tax on a parcel of real
estate, may, within three months after the date of
the assessors' decision on an application for abate-
ment as provided in section sixty-three, or within
three months after the time when the application
for abatement is deemed to be denied as hereinaf-
ter provided, appeal therefrom by filing a com-
plaint with the clerk of the county commissioners,
or of the board authorized to hear and determine
such complaints, for the county where the property
taxed lies, and if on hearing the board finds that
the property has been overrated and that the com-
plainant has complied with all applicable provi-
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sions of law, it shall make a reasonable abatement
and an order as to cost; provided, that if the tax
due for the full fiscal year on a parcel of real estate
is more than $3,000, said tax shall not be abated
unless the full amount of said tax due has been
paid without the incurring of any interest charges
on any part of said tax pursuant to section fifty-
seven of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws;
and provided further, that for the purposes of this
section a sum not less than the average of the tax
assessed, reduced by abatements, if any, for the
three years next preceding the year of assessment
may be deemed to be the tax due, provided that a
year in which no tax was due shall not be used in
computing such sum and if no tax was due in any
of the three next three preceding years, the sum
shall be the full amount of said tax due, but the
provisions of said section fifty-seven of said chapter
fifty-nine shall apply to the amount of the tax
deemed to be due and the payment of said sum
without incurring any interest charges on any part
thereof shall be deemed to be the payment of the
tax. No appeal may be taken under this section
with respect to a tax on property in Revere or
Winthrop. Whenever a board of assessors, before
which an application in writing for the abatement
of a tax is or shall be pending, fails to act upon said
application, except with the written consent of the
applicant, prior to the expiration of three months
from the date of filing of such application it shall
then be deemed to be denied and the assessors
shall have no further authority to act thereon;
provided, that during the period allowed for the
taking of an appeal including instances where the
application for abatement has been denied, the
assessors may by agreement with the applicant
abate the tax in whole or in part in final settlement
of said application, and shall also have the authori-
ty granted to them by section seven of chapter fifty-
eight A to abate, in whole or in part, any tax as to
which an appeal has been seasonably taken. If the
list of personal property required to be brought in
to the assessors was not brought in within the time
specified in the notice required by section twenty-
nine, no tax upon personal property shall be abated
unless the board appealed to finds good cause for
this delay or unless the assessors have so found as
provided in section sixty-one, or unless such tax
exceeds by fifty per cent the amount which would
have been assessed on such estate, if the list had
been seasonably brought in, and in such case only
the excess over such fifty per cent shall be abated.
A tax or assessment upon real estate may be abated
although no list of property was brought in within
the time specified by the notice required by section
twenty-nine; provided, that the application for an
abatement of such tax or assessment included a
sufficient description of the particular real estate as
to which an abatement is requested.
Upon the filing of a complaint under this section
the clerk of the county commissioners or the board
authorized to hear and determine the same shall
forthwith transmit a certified copy of such com-
plaint to the assessors and the assessors or the city
solicitor or town counsel may within thirty days
after receipt of said copy give written notice to said
clerk and to the complainant that the town elects to
have the same heard and determined by the appel-
late tax board. If the assessed valuation of the
property on which the tax complained of was as-
sessed does not exceed twenty thousand dollars
and such property is occupied in whole or in part
by the complainant as his dwelling, contains not
more than three units designed for dwelling pur-
poses and is in no part used for any other pur-
poses, or if the assessed valuation of the property
on which the tax complained of was assessed does
not exceed five thousand dollars and such property
is within the class of tangible personal property
described in clause twentieth of section five of
chapter fifty-nine, the party making the election
under this section to have the complaint heard and
determined by the appellate tax board shall, at the
time of making such election, pay to the clerk of
the county commissioners a transfer fee of two
dollars. Thereupon, the clerk of the county com-
missioners or of the board authorized to hear and
determine such complaints shall forward the trans-
fer fee and all papers with respect to such com-
plaint then in the files of the county commissioners
or other such board to the clerk of the appellate tax
board and proceedings with respect to such com-
plaint shall thenceforth be continued as provided in
chapter fifty-eight A under the formal procedure,
except that complaints requiring the transfer fee of
two dollars shall be continued under the informal
procedure under said chapter fifty-eight A, unless
the complainant files an election with the clerk of
the appellate tax board that the complaint be heard
under the formal procedure within ten days after
receiving the notice as hereinafter provided that
the complaint has been transferred to the appellate
tax board. Upon the transfer of such complaint to
said board the clerk of said board shall send notice
by registered mail to the complainant that such
complaint has been transferred, and the complain-
ant shall, within ten days after receiving such no-
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tice, pay to said board the entry fee as required by
section seven of said chapter fifty-eight A, except
that the complainant shall not be required to pay
any entry fee if the provisions of this section rela-
tive to the payment of the transfer fee have been
complied with. Upon receipt of the entry fee or
transfer fee herein provided for, the clerk of the
appellate tax board shall notify the respondent
board of assessors that a complaint is pending
against it. In case the respondent desires to an-
swer, it shall file an answer within thirty days of
the receipt of notice of the pendency of the com-
plaint or within such further time as the board may
allow. If upon hearing it appears that the com-
plainant has complied with all applicable provi-
sions of law and the appellate tax board finds that
the complainant is duly entitled to an abatement, it
may grant him such reasonable abatement as jus-
tice may require, and shall enter an order directing
the treasurer of the town to refund said amount, if
the tax sought to be abated has been paid, together
with all charges and interest at eight per cent on
the amount of the abatement from the date of the
payment of the tax. The board may make such
order with respect to the payment of costs as
justice may require.
If any complaint under this section is, after the
period or date prescribed by this section, delivered
by United States mail, or by such alternative pri-
vate delivery service as the county commissioners
or the board authorized to hear and determine
such complaints, may permit, to the clerk of the
county commissioners, or to such board, the date
of the United States postmark, or other substantiat-
ing date mark permitted by the county commis-
sioners or such board, affixed on the envelope or
other appropriate wrapper in which such com-
plaint is mailed or delivered shall be deemed to be
the date of delivery, if such complaint was mailed
in the United States in an envelope or such appro-
priate wrapper, first class postage prepaid, or de-
livered to such alternative private delivery service,
properly addressed to the county commissioners or
the board authorized to hear and determine such
complaints. As used in this section, "United States
postmark" shall mean only a postmark made by
the United States post office.
Amended by St.1933, c. 130, § 1; St.1935, c. 218, § 2;
St.1937, c. 400, § 6; St.1938, c. 478, § 1; St.1939, c. 31,
§ 6; St.1939, c. 366, § 2; St.1943, c. 248; St. 1945, c.
621, § 5; St.1956, c. 544; St.1965, c. 597, § 2; St.1973,
c. 664, § 1; St.1975, c. 677, § 1; St.1978, c. 580, § 34;
St.1982, c. 653, § 6; St.1983, c. 72, § 4; St.1989, c. 718,
§ 6; St. 1998, c. 485, §§ 3, 4; St.2000, c. 324, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 50, §§ 9, 10.
R.S.I 836, c. 7, §§ 39, 40.
St. 1853, c. 319, § 3.
St.1857, c. 306, § 3.
G.S.I 860, c. 11, §§ 45,46.
St.1870, c. 337, § 2.
P.S.1882,c. 11, §§ 71, 72.
St.1882, c. 218.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 77.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 76.
St. 1930, c. 416, § 13.
St.l931,c. 150, § 3.
§ 65. Appeals; appellate tax board
A person aggrieved as aforesaid with respect to a
tax on property in any municipality may, subject to
the same conditions provided for an appeal under
section sixty-four, appeal to the appellate tax board
by filing a petition with such board within three
months after the date of the assessors' decision on
an application for abatement as provided in section
sixty-three, or within three months after the time
when the application for abatement is deemed to
be denied as provided in section sixty-four. Such
appeal shall be heard and determined by said
board in the manner provided by chapter fifty-eight
A. The board may enter such order as justice may
require in the manner provided in the preceding
section with respect to complaints removed from
the county commissioners. The remedy provided
by this section shall be in the alternative for that
provided by section sixty-four in case of a tax on
property in any municipality other than Revere or
Winthrop.
If any such petition is, after the period or date
prescribed by this section, delivered by United
States mail, or by such alternative private delivery
service as the appellate tax board may by rule
permit, to such board, the date of the United States
postmark, or other substantiating date mark per-
mitted by rule of such board, affixed on the envel-
ope or other appropriate wrapper in which such
petition is mailed or delivered shall be deemed to
be the date of delivery, if such petition was mailed
in the United States in an envelope or other appro-
priate wrapper, first class postage prepaid, or de-
livered to such alternative private delivery service,
properly addressed to the board. As used in this
section, "United States postmark" shall mean only
a postmark made by the United States post office.
Amended by St.1933, c. 130, § 2; St.1933, c. 167, § 1;
St.1938, c. 478, § 2; St.1939, c. 31, § 7; St.1945, c. 621,
§ 6; St.1975, c. 677, § 2; St.1989, c. 718, § 7; St.2000,
c. 324, § 4.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1890, c. 127, §§ 1,2,4.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 78.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 77.
St.1918, c. 257, § 39.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St.1930, c. 416, § 14.
§ 65A. Sale or taking real property for taxes;
effect upon abatement
No sale or taking of real property for non-pay-
ment of taxes shall affect the hearing of any ap-
plication for abatement of such taxes duly made
under any provision of this chapter prior to the
institution of proceedings for such sale or taking,
or the institution, hearing or disposition of any
proceeding arising from such application, nor
shall the addition of any subsequent taxes to a tax
title account affect the hearing of any application
for abatement of such subsequent taxes duly made
under any provision of this chapter prior to such
addition being made, or the institution, hearing or
disposition of any proceeding arising from such
application. If a final finding be made that the
person aggrieved by the assessment of such taxes
is entitled to an abatement, he shall be granted
such reasonable abatement as justice may require.
In case the purchaser of the property is other
than the town, the person so aggrieved shall be
entitled to relief in the same manner and in the
same amount, including interest and charges, as
if the payment made to the town for the purchase
of the property had been made as a direct pay-
ment of the taxes, interest and charges for the
non-payment of which the property was sold. In
case the property is taken or purchased by the
town, the person so aggrieved shall be entitled to
have the amount to be paid or tendered in re-
demption under the provisions of section sixty-two
of chapter sixty reduced to the amount which
would have been required to have been so paid or
tendered if the abatement or abatements had be-
come effective before the taking or purchase or
addition to the tax title account.
Added by St. 1932, c. 218, § 1. Amended by St. 1933, c.
325, § 18.
§ 65B. Appeals; inability to pay balance of tax
A person who has filed an appeal from the refus-
al of assessors to abate a tax on a parcel of real
estate under the provisions of section sixty-five who
has paid either a sum not less than one half of the
amount of such tax or a sum not less than one half
the amount deemed to be such tax under the provi-
sions of section sixty-four without incurring any
interest charges on either of such payments pursu-
ant to section fifty-seven of chapter fifty-nine who
claims to be unable presently to pay the amount of
tax remaining unpaid, may, on or before the last
date for payment of said tax without incurring
interest, file a motion alleging that the appellant is
unable presently to pay such amount of tax and
that he has otherwise complied with the provisions
of section sixty-four relative to payment of such tax
and moving that he be excused from the require-
ment that the balance of the tax be paid or that the
time for payment thereof be extended. If upon the
hearing of said motion supported by evidence the
board finds the allegations to be true, the board, by
order, may grant the motion upon such conditions
as may be imposed therein, which may or may not
require such petitioner to pay, in whole or by
installments, the amount of the tax remaining un-
paid, as a prerequisite to any hearing on the merits
of the appeal. If the complainant fails to comply
with any of the conditions imposed in said order an
appeal may, upon motion, be dismissed. If the
complainant complies with the conditions imposed
in said order, the appeal thereafter shall be heard
and determined by said board in the manner pro-
vided by chapter fifty-eight A. The board may
enter such order as justice may require in the
manner provided in section sixty-four with respect
to complaints removed from the county commis-
sioners.
Added by St.1938, c. 478, § 3. Amended by St.1945, c.
621, § 7; St.l975,c. 677, § 3.
§ 65C. Late appeals
If a person has, by reason of the failure of the
board of assessors to act upon an application for
abatement, a right of appeal to the appellate tax
board under section sixty-five but the board of
assessors failed to send written notice of such inac-
tion to the applicant within ten days as provided in
section sixty-three and by mistake or accident such
person fails to enter such appeal in said board
within the time prescribed by section sixty-five,
said board, upon petition filed within two months
after the appeal should have been entered, and
after notice and hearing, and upon terms, may
allow such person to enter his appeal.
Added by St. 1953, c. 476, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
677, § 4; St.1989, c. 718, § 8.
§ 65D. Mistake in payments; appeal; abate-
ment
If a person having an interest in a parcel of real
estate files with the appellate tax board within the
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time prescribed by section sixty-five an appeal with
respect to a tax assessed thereon, after having paid
on account of such tax the amount prescribed by
section sixty-five B but by reason of mistake not
having paid the amount required under section
sixty-five, said board, upon motion filed within two
months after the discovery of such mistake, may
grant upon such appeal such abatement, if any, as
the assessors by agreement with such person may
determine.
Added by St.1956, c. 452, § 1.
§§ 66 to 68A. Repealed, 1930, 416, Sec. 2
§ 69. Reimbursement; interest
A person whose tax has been abated shall, if the
tax has been paid, be reimbursed by the town to
the amount of the abatement allowed, including all
interest and all charges paid therewith except legal
costs paid as provided in section sixty-two, with
interest on the amount so abated at eight per cent
from the time of payment or the due date of the
tax, whichever is later. No refund shall be paid on
account of an abatement when there remains an
outstanding balance of the tax to which the abate-
ment relates, nor shall any interest be paid on
account of an abatement for any period during
which any part of the abated tax, net of the amount
of the abatement, was outstanding.
Amended by St.1935, c. 218, § 3; St.1939, c. 366, § 3;
St. 1965, c. 597, § 3; St.1973, c. 689; St.1976, c. 250,
§2; St. 1977, c. 585; St.1980, c. 406, § 1; St.1988, c. 43,
§ 6.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 10.
R.S.I 836, c. 7, § 42.
G.S.1860, c. 1 1, § 48.
P.S.1882, c. 11, § 75.
St. 1894, c. 207.
St. 1895, c. 75.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 82.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 81.
§ 70. Certificate of abatement
A person whose tax has been abated shall be
entitled to a certificate thereof from the assessors,
clerk of the commissioners or other proper officer.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 43.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 49.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 76.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 83.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 82.
§ 70A. Procedure after abatement
Whenever upon application for abatement or
otherwise any tax, assessment, rate or charge as-
sessed by a board or officer of a town, or any
interest thereon or costs relative thereto, is finally
abated in whole or in part by any court or officer,
or by any board, which latter term as used in this
sentence shall include the county commissioners
and the appellate tax board, the officer or the
secretary, clerk or similar official of the board
assessing such tax, assessment, rate or charge shall
forthwith give notice of such abatement to the
collector and to the auditor, accountant or similar
official. If the assessment was made by a board or
officer other than the assessors and the tax, assess-
ment, rate, charge, costs or interest is part of an
annual tax, such notice shall also be given to the
assessors. Upon receipt of such notice, the collec-
tor shall make due entry of the abatement in his
books, except where the tax, assessment, rate or
charge is an item in a tax title account set up under
section fifty of chapter sixty, in which case he shall
forthwith transmit such notice to the treasurer,
who shall forthwith enter the abatement on the tax
title account, and the treasurer shall thereby be
relieved of further responsibility with respect to the
amount abated. Whenever any tax, assessment,
rate, charge, costs or interest constituting an item
in a tax title account is abated in whole or in part,
the account, if any, set up on the books of the town
showing the amount of tax title revenue available
when collected shall be reduced accordingly.
Whenever any tax, which word as used in this
sentence shall be construed to mean the tax as-
sessed under this chapter and not to include any
assessment, rate, charge, costs or interest added
thereto, is abated in whole or in part, whether or
not such tax has been collected and whether or not
such tax is secured by a tax title held by the town,
the amount of the abatement shall be charged
against the overlay of the year of such tax.
Added by St. 1945, c. 351, § 1.
§ 71. Uncollectible taxes; abatement
If a collector is satisfied that a tax upon personal
property, or any portion of said tax, committed to
him or to any of his predecessors in office for
collection, cannot be collected by reason of the
death, absence, poverty, insolvency, bankruptcy or
other inability of the person assessed to pay, he
shall notify the assessors thereof in writing, on
oath, stating why such tax cannot be collected.
The assessors shall act on such notification within
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thirty days after its receipt and, after due inquiry,
may abate such tax or any part thereof, and shall
certify such abatement in writing to the collector;
and said certificate shall discharge the collector
from further obligation to collect the tax so abated.
Amended by St. 1963, c. 160, § 24.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1878, c. 77.
St. 1879, c. 43.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 77.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 84.
St.1902, c. 91.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 83.
St.1913, c. 226.
St.1928, c. 1.
§ 72. Land of insufficient value to meet
charges; abatement
Whenever the commissioner deems any lands to
have been assessed at a valuation insufficient to
meet the charges and expenses of collecting the tax
thereon, he may in writing authorize the assessors
to abate the tax of their own motion as a tax which
ought not to have been assessed. The authoriza-
tion shall form a part of the assessors' records of
abatements.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 56, § 4.
§ 72A. Unpaid real estate taxes; abatement
Upon the purchase, other than under eminent
domain, or acceptance of a gift of land located
therein by a town, the unpaid real estate taxes shall
be adjusted as of the date title passes. The board
or department having control of such land may
request in writing that the unpaid taxes on said
land for the balance of the fiscal year be abated;
provided, however, that if the land is so acquired
between January second and June thirtieth, inclu-
sive, such board or department may request that
the tax assessed against the land for the ensuing
fiscal year also be abated. Upon receipt of such
request said taxes shall be so abated. Said request
shall form a part of the assessors' records of abate-
ment.
Added by St. 1968, c. 253. Amended by St. 1983, c. 72,
§ 5.
§ 73. Repealed, 1955, 344, Sec. 2
§ 74. Corporations liable to franchise taxes;
abatement of local taxes; notice
Whenever an abatement is finally made to any
corporation taxable under chapter sixty-three upon
any tax assessed by the assessors of any town, upon
or in respect of works, structures, real estate, mo-
tor vehicles, trailers, machinery, poles, under-
ground conduits, wires and pipes, the assessors,
commissioners, appellate tax board or court grant-
ing such abatement shall forthwith notify the com-
missioner thereof, and shall state in such notice
what sum was determined by such assessors, com-
missioners, appellate tax board or court to have
been the full and fair cash value of such works,
structures, real estate, machinery, poles, under-
ground conduits, wires and pipes on the first day of
January on which the tax so abated was originally
assessed or to have been the proper value of any
such motor vehicle or trailer owned by such corpo-
ration and assessed under chapter sixty A.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 45; St. 1939, c. 24, § 3;
St.1945, c. 137.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1904, c. 442, § 1.
St. 1909, c. 440, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1, § 84.
St.1914, c. 198, § 5.
St. 1926, c. 279, § 2.
St.1928, c. 379, § 6.
§ 75. Omitted property; assessments
If a parcel of real property or the personal prop-
erty of a person has been unintentionally omitted
from the annual assessment of taxes due to a cleri-
cal or data processing error or some other good
faith reason or, if the personal property of a person
was omitted from the annual assessment of taxes
but discovered upon an examination of the books,
papers, records and other data under section 31 A,
the assessors shall, in accordance with any rules,
regulations and guidelines as the commissioner
may prescribe, assess such person for such proper-
ty. Except for personal property found after an
examination under said section 31A which shall be
made not later than 3 years and 6 months after the
date the true list in which such property should
have been returned was due or not later than 3
years and 6 months after the date the return was
filed, whichever is later, no such assessment shall
be made later than June 20 of the taxable year or
90 days after the date on which the tax bills were
mailed, whichever is later. The assessors shall
annually, not later than June 30 of the taxable year
or 100 days after the date on which the tax bills
were mailed if mailed after March 22, return to the
commissioner a statement showing the amounts of
additional taxes so assessed. The taxes so assessed
shall be entered on the tax list of the collector, who
shall collect and pay over the same. The assessors
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shall also deliver to the collector their warrants for
the collection of all taxes so entered on the tax list.
Such additional assessment shall not render the tax
of the town invalid although its amount, in conse-
quence thereof, shall exceed the amount authorized
by law to be raised.
Amended by St. 1934, c. 104; St. 1946, e. 339; St. 1977, c.
166, § 1; Si. 1984, c. 53, § 1; St.1989, c. 398, § 1;
St.2010, c. 188, § 52, eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1868, c. 320.
St. 1873, c. 272.
P.S.1882, c. 11, § 78.
Si. 1886, c. 85.
St. 1888, c. 362.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 85.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 85.
St. 1911, c. 89.
§ 76. Revision of valuation or classification
If any property subject to taxation has been unin-
tentionally valued or classified in an incorrect man-
ner due to clerical or data processing error or
other good faith reason or due to discovery upon
an examination of the books, papers, records and
other data under section 31 A that the property was
not accurately or properly reported, the assessors
shall revise its valuation or classification and shall
assess any additional taxes resulting from such
revision in the manner and within the lime provid-
ed by section seventy-five and subject to its provi-
sions.
Amended by St.1978, c. 580, § 35; St.1989, c. 398, § 2;
St.2010, c. 188, § 53, eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1910, c. 260.
§ 77. Reassessments
Every tax except a poll tax, 1 which is invalid by
reason of error or irregularity in the assessment
and every tax on land which, by reason of such
error or irregularity, does not constitute a valid
lien on such land, may, if it has not been paid in
full, or if it has been recovered back, or if it has
been paid under such circumstances that it can be
recovered back, be reassessed by the assessors for
the time being, to the just amount to which, on the
estate on which, and to the person to whom, it
ought at first to have been assessed, whether such
person has continued an inhabitant of the town or
not. A reassessed tax on land shall be a lien
thereon for the same period and under the same
conditions as the original tax, if it had constituted a
valid lien, would be, except where the reassessment
is made after such period has expired. The reas-
sessment of a tax on land shall not be defeated by
an alienation of such land; but a reassessed tax on
land shall be a lien thereon only as herein provid-
ed.
Amended by St. 1945, c. 333.
1 Abolished.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1859. (.:. 118. § 1.
G.S.I 860, c. 11,§ 53.
St. 188 I.e. 304, § 7.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 79.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 86.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 86.
St.1915, c.237, § 17.
St.1918, c. 257, § 47.
Si. 1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 78. Collection of reassessed taxes
Taxes reassessed under section seventy-seven
shall be committed to, and collected and paid over
by, the collector for the time being, in the same
manner as other taxes, except that the name of the
person to whom they were originally assessed shall
be stated in the tax list; and the bond of such
collector shall apply to such reassessed taxes. Tax-
es so reassessed shall bear interest as provided in
section fifty-seven with respect to real estate and
personal property taxes generally.
Amended by St. 1941, c. 258, § 5; St. 1969, c. 849, § 70.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1870, c. 394.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 80.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 87.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 87.
§ 78A. Real estate divided after assessment;
apportionment of tax
If real property is divided by sale, mortgage,
upon a petition for partition or otherwise after
January first and such division has been duly re-
corded in the registry of deeds, the assessors, at
any time before said real property has been adver-
tised for sale for nonpayment of taxes, upon the
written request of the owner or mortgagee of any
portion thereof, shall apportion said tax, with costs
and interest upon the several parcels thereof, in
proportion to the value of each, and only the por-
tion of said tax, interest and costs so apportioned
upon any such parcel shall continue to be a lien
upon it; and the owners or mortgagees shall be
liable only for the tax apportioned upon the parcel
owned in whole or in part by them respectively. If
a tax so apportioned upon any parcel remains
unpaid after such a commitment to the collector, it
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may be recovered in an action of contract or in any
other appropriate action, suit or proceeding
brought by the collector either in his own name or
in the name of the town against said owners and
mortgagees. Assessors shall send notice of the
request for such apportionment and of the time
appointed therefor, by mail, to every person inter-
ested in said real property whose address is known
to them.
Added by St. 1979, c. 797, § 18. Amended by St.1980, c.
261, § 15; St. 1992, c. 133, § 386.
§§ 79, 80. Repealed, 1978, 580, Sec. 36
§ 81. Appeal from apportionment
A person aggrieved by any action of the assessors
in making such apportionment may within seven
days thereafter appeal in like manner as in case of
an overassessment, and the decision upon such
appeal shall be final.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1878, c. 182, § 3.
P.S.1882,c. 11, § 83.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 90.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 90.
§ 82. Validity of excessive assessments
If, by reason of an erroneous or illegal assess-
ment or apportionment of taxes, a person is as-
sessed more than his due proportion, the tax and
assessment shall be valid except as to the illegal
excess.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1.85.9, c. 118, § 4.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 54.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 84.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 91.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 91.
§ 83. Corporations having capital stock divided
into shares; returns by assessors
[First paragraph effective for tax years
beginning on or after January 1, 2009. See
2008, 173, Sec. 101.]
The assessors shall, upon request of the commis-
sioner for detailed information concerning corpo-
rations named by the commissioner, except banks
of issue and deposit, having a capital stock divided
into shares, organized for the purposes of business
or profit and established in their respective towns
or owning real estate therein, provide a detailed
statement of the works, structures, real estate, ma-
chinery, poles, underground conduits, wires and
pipes owned by each of said corporations and
situated in such town, with the value thereof, on
January first preceding, and the amount at which
the same is assessed in said town for the then
current year.
The assessors shall also, when requested, return
to the commissioner a detailed statement of all
motor vehicles and trailers owned by each such
corporation and the amount at which each such
vehicle or trailer is assessed under chapter sixty A
for said year. An assessor neglecting to comply
with this section within thirty days after said re-
quest shall be punished by a fine of one hundred
dollars.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 46; St.1939, c. 24, § 4;
St.1958, c. 490, § 2; St.1968, c. 240; St.2008, c. 173,
§ 10, eft. July 3, 2008.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1864, c. 208, § 1.
St.1865, c. 283, §§ 1, 14.
P.S.1882, c. 11, §§ 86, 87.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 93.
St.1904, c. 181.
St.1906, c. 271, § 11.
St. 1909, c. 440, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 93.
St.1913, c. 453, § 1.
St. 1914, c. 198, §§ 2, 5.
St.1926, c. 279, § 3.
St.1928, c. 379, § 7.
§ 84. Repealed, 1985, 300, Sec. 3
§ 85. Repealed, 1945, 271
§ 86. Exempted property; returns by assessors
Assessors shall annually, on or before July first,
forward to the commissioner a statement showing
the whole amount of exempted property entered
upon the valuation lists of their respective towns in
accordance with section fifty-one, and the amount
in each class, and stating separately the aggregate
amount belonging to each class embraced in the
clause third of section five.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 49; St.1989, c. 397, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1874, c. 227, § 2.
St.l881,c. 284, § 4.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 90.
St.1882, c. 217, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 95.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 95.
§ 87. Responsibility of assessors
Assessors shall not be responsible for the assess-
ment of a tax assessed by them in pursuance of a
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vote for that purpose, certified to them by the clerk
or other proper officer of a city, town or district,
except for the want of integrity and fidelity on their
own part.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1823, c. 138, § 5.
St. 1833. c. 166.
R.S.I 836, c. 7, § 44.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 51.
St.l872,c. 310.
P.S.I 882, c. 11,§ 94.
R.L.1902,c. 12, § 98.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 98.
§ 88. Repealed, 1926,29
§ 89. Compromise assessments; penalties
Whoever in any way directly or indirectly pro-
poses or agrees to an assessment on any specific or
limited amount less than that for which he may
lawfully be taxed, with the purpose of making, or
as an inducement to make, any particular place his
residence or place of business, and an assessor
guilty of making or assenting to any such proposal,
shall be punished by a fine of one thousand dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
G.S.1860, c. 11, § 26.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 26.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 29.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1, § 29.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 35.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 90. Evasion of taxation; penalties
Whoever willfully conceals, removes, transfers,
or misrepresents any property to evade proper val-
uation, assessment or classification, or takes such
other action with the intent so as to avoid taxation,
shall be punished by a fine of not less than one
thousand nor more than five thousand dollars; and
he may be indicted either in the county where any
of the acts or things made criminal by this section
are done or in the county where he is liable to
taxation.
Amended by St. 1978, c. 580, § 37.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1864, c. 172, §§ 1,2.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 27.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 30.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 30.
§ 91. Fraudulent lists; penalties
Whoever, with intent to defeat or evade any
provision of law as to the assessment or payment of
taxes, delivers or discloses to an assessor or assis
tant assessor a false or fraudulent list, return or
schedule of property, as and for a true list of his
estate not exempt from taxation, shall be punished
by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or
by imprisonment for not more than one year.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1869, c. 190.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 29.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 32.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 32.
§ 92. Taverns and boarding houses; refusing
information; penalties
Keepers of taverns and boarding houses and
masters and mistresses of dwelling houses, upon
application of an assessor or assistant assessor of
the town where their house is situated, shall give
the names of all persons residing therein liable to
be assessed for taxes. Every such keeper, master
or mistress refusing to give such information, or
knowingly giving false information, shall be pun-
ished by a fine of twenty dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1837, c. 176.
G.S.1860, c. 11, § 21.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 30.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 33.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§ 33.
§ 93. Failure to assess required taxes; penalties
An assessor who neglects to assess a state, county
or district tax required by law shall be punished by
a fine of not more than two hundred dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 4.
R.S.1836, c. 7, §§ 17, 18.
G.S.1860, c. 11,§ 19.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 36.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 39.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1, § 39.
§ 94. Violation of Sec. 46; penalty
An assessor who neglects to comply with section
forty-six shall be punished by a fine of not more
than two hundred dollars.
Amended by St. 1969, c. 532, § 4; St. 1985, c. 300, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l861,c. 167, § 5.
P.S.1882, c. 11,§ 56.
R.L.1902, c. 12, § 62.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 1,§§ 61, 94.
St.1912, c. 312, § 3.
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CHAPTER 60
COLLECTION OF LOCAL TAXES
Section
1
.
Definitions.
2. Collection; payment over; returns; abatement.
2A. Banks designated to receive tax payments; agree-
ments.
2B. Municipal taxes; collection services; agreements;
compensation; reports; accounting.
2C. Assignment or transfer of tax receivables; condi-
tions of sale; limitations.
3. Tax bills; notices; affidavits of sending.
3A. Form of bill or notice; electronic format; notices
for rates of utility fees; nonpolitical municipal
informational material.
3B. Suspension of payment; assessments reduced by
exemptions.
3C. City or town scholarship fund; donation; deposits;
distribution.
3D. City or town aid to elderly and disabled taxation
fund; voluntary check off donations.
3E. Application of partial payments.
4. 5. Repealed.
6. Books containing tax lists; duty to keep.
7. Cash books.
8. Collector's books as municipal property; open to
examination.
9. Repealed.
10, 11. Repealed.
12. Custody of books, etc.; demand.
13. Necessity and duty to give bond.
14. Special collector; bond.
15. Fees of collector.
15A. Repealed.
16. Demand for payment of tax prior to sale of land,
distraining of goods or arrest; statement of
amount.
17. Unpaid taxes; collection.
18. Repealed.
19. Special warrant for distress or imprisonment with-
out demand, and for acceptance of early pay-
ments.
20. Certificate of abatement.
2 1 . Error in name of person; collection from intended
persons.
22. Partial payments.
22A. Separate tax bills or notices; partial payments on
account; receipts.
23. Filing certificates; releasing liens, etc.
23A. Certificate of liens; fee schedule; acceptance of
section prior to Jan. 1, 1988.
23B. Certificate of liens; fee schedule.
24. Levy by distress or seizure and sale; exemptions.
25. Detention of goods distrained; notice; sale.
26. Adjournment; notice.
27. Levy of tax on land by distress of stock and pro-
duce.
28. Accounting for surplus.
29. Issuance of warrant to collect; hearing; imprison-
ment.
30. Certificate of commitment.
Section
3 1 . Release of imprisoned taxpayers; proceedings.
32. Liability of collector for taxes, etc., after discharge.
33. Aiding collector.
34. Warrants; release after service; rearrest.
34A. Bond; release of delinquent taxpayer from custo-
dy.
35. Actions against delinquent taxpayers.
36. Collection from decedents' estates.
37. Lien of taxes on land; duration; sale; title.
37A. Sales, etc., that cannot be legally made; statements
by collectors.
37B. Certification of amounts necessary for taking land
under Sec. 37.
38. Mortgagees; notice requiring demand for pay-
ment.
39. Service of tax notice; designating place.
40. Notice of sale; contents.
4 1 . Description in case of change of local name.
42. Notice of sale; posting.
43. Conduct of sale, etc.
44. Adjournment.
45. Collector's deed; contents; effect.
46. Defective titles; reimbursement of purchasers;
reassessment.
47. Tax title owners; filing required statements.
48. Insufficient bids; municipality as purchaser; col-
lector's duties.
49. Purchase price unpaid; validity of sale.
50. Municipalities as purchasers; deeds; tax title ac-
counts; foreclosures.
50A. Municipalities; land held under tax sales; protect-
ing interests.
50B. Municipalities; foreclosure proceedings; appropri-
ations.
51. Several parcels of small value; sale together.
52. Management and sale of land acquired for taxes.
53. Taking for taxes; notice.
54. Instrument of taking; form; contents; effect.
55. Fees for taking.
56. Taking in name of one of several owners; extent of
taking.
57. Affidavit of collector, etc.; evidence.
57A. Payment by check not duly paid; penalty.
58. Payments by mortgagee; addition to debt.
59. Payments by mortgagors or mortgagees.
60. Payments by other than fee owners.
6 1 . Taxes subsequent to sale or taking.
61 A. Lands subject to tax titles held by municipalities;
taking for nonpayment of taxes.
62. Land taken or sold for taxes; redemption.
62A. Municipalities; payment agreements.
63. Payments to treasurer instead of purchaser; certif-
icate of release.
64. Absolute title after foreclosure.
65. Rights of redemption; petition for foreclosure; le-
gal fees.
66. Title examinations; notice.
67. Default.
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Section
68. Answer; offer of redemption; hearing.
69. Decree barring redemption; vacating decree; peti-
tion.
69A. Decree barring redemption; time for vacating de-
cree entered by person other than petitioner.
70. Validity of title; questioning; decree of court.
71. Jury trials; waiver; Iraming issues.
72. Questions of law reported.
73. Costs and fees; deposit by petitioner.
74. Repealed.
75. Practice and procedure.
76. Jurisdiction of land court; petition for redemption.
76A. Partial redemption; divided lands.
76B. Errors or irregularities in water, sewer use or
municipal light rates and charges.
76C. Tax titles held by towns; notice of assignments,
redemptions or foreclosures.
77. Foreclosure by municipalities; tax titles; cove-
nants calling for money payments by owners.
77A. Sale by municipalities; land acquired through
foreclosure; recording deeds.
77B. Management, sale, or lease by municipalities; land
acquired through foreclosure or under Sec. 80;
notice.
77C. Deeds accepted by municipalities in lieu of foreclo-
sure; taxes.
78. Repealed.
79. Sale without foreclosure; inquiries.
80. Lack of or inadequate bids; sales without foreclo-
sure.
80A. Title to land conveyed under Sec. 79 or Sec. 80;
questioning barred.
80B. Title acquired under Sec. 79 or Sec. 80; petition to
establish; procedure.
80C. Title to land conveyed under Sec. 79 or Sec. 80;
curing defects.
81. Repealed.
81 A. Land with unoccupied buildings; inspection; aban-
donment; foreclosure of rights of redemption.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 1. Definitions
Terms used in this chapter shall, unless other
meaning is clearly apparent from the context, or
unless inconsistent with the manifest intent of the
legislature, be construed as follows:
"Affordable housing", housing with an affordable
housing restriction recorded with the registry of
deeds in the county where the property is located
that requires the housing, for not less than 45
years, to be rented or owned by families and indi-
viduals whose income at initial occupancy is no
more than 120 per cent of the area median income
as determined by the federal department of hous-
ing and urban development guidelines and adjusted
for family size and that thereafter such units shall
be rented or sold, subject to such restrictions on
appreciation as determined by the municipality to
be reasonable and necessary to maintain long term
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8 IB. Purchase of land or taking of land for nonpayment
of taxes under Sec. 43 or Sec. 53; redemption
amount exceeds assessed value; foreclosure of
rights of redemptions.
82. Notice to holder of invalid tax title; release of
interest.
83. Failure to release interest; recording affidavit of
notice by collector.
84. Reassessment or collection of taxes where title
invalid; disclaimer by municipality of title.
84A. Certificates of invalidity; refunds to tax holders.
85. Taxes paid by co-tenants; lien on co-tenants' inter-
est.
86. Enforcement of lien of co-tenant.
87. Directions to collectors; ordinances or by-laws.
88. Tax lists and warrants; posting by sheriff or depu-
ties.
89. Fees of sheriff for collecting taxes.
90. Treasurer as collector; warrants.
91. Foreign corporation; non-resident; failure to pay
taxes; restraint on business.
92. Deputy collectors; appointment and removal;
bookkeeping; reports; deposit and transfer of
funds.
93. Money due taxpayer from municipalities; with-
holding for delinquent taxes.
94. Accounts and receipts of collectors; exhibiting on
request of municipal officers.
95. Credits and payments to collectors.
96. Removal of collectors.
97. Accounts, records, etc., of collectors; audits; de-
posit with assessors; uncollected tax lists.
98. Back taxes; actions to recover.
99. Collectors; failure to exhibit accounts or receipts.
100. Collectors; failure to turn over accounts.
101. Violations of Sec. 12.
102. Collectors; violations of Sec. 2 or Sec. 8.
103. Failure to aid collector.
104. Exorbitant redemption charges.
105. Forms.
106. Repealed.
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
affordability, to families or individuals at incomes
of no more than 120 per cent of the area median
income.
"Abandoned Property", property that is unused,
unoccupied, and in such a deteriorated condition
as to be uninhabitable or a danger to life or limb.
As used in the above sentence unoccupied shall
mean without lawful occupants.
"Collector", a person receiving a tax list and a
warrant to collect the same.
"Publication", as applied to any notice, adver-
tisement or other instrument, the publication of
which is required by law, shall mean the act of
printing it once in a newspaper published in the
town, if any, otherwise in the county, where the
land or other property to which the notice or other
instrument relates is situated. The publication
1
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shall be made at least fourteen days prior to the
date stated for the occurrence of the event to which
the publication relates.
"Registry of deeds", the registry of deeds for the
county or district where the land taxed lies.
"Service", as applied to any notice, demand or
other paper, shall, except as otherwise provided in
section sixteen, mean delivering it or a copy to the
person for whom it is intended, or leaving it or a
copy at his last and usual place of abode or of
business, or sending it or a copy by mail postpaid
addressed to him at his last and usual place of
abode or of business or, if such notice or other
paper relates to taxes on land, posting it or a copy
conspicuously in some convenient and public place
and sending a copy by mail postpaid addressed to
the person for whom it is intended at the town
where such land lies. Such service shall be suffi-
cient whether made by the then collector of taxes
or by any predecessor.
The affidavit of the collector, deputy collector,
sheriff, deputy sheriff or constable serving the no-
tice, demand or other paper of the manner of
service shall be kept on file in the office of the
collector, and shall be prima facie evidence that the
same was so served.
Amended by St.1933, c. 164, § 1; St.1943, c. 37, § 1;
St.1973, c. 1215, § 3; St.2002, c. 2, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 70, § 7.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 24.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 28.
St. 1 879, c. 69.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 30.
St.1888, c. 390, § 35.
St.l892,c. 168.
St.1899, c. 425, §§ 1,2.
St. 1900, c. 290.
St. 1901, c. 108.
St. 1901, c. 150.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 1.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 1.
St.1918, c. 57.
St.1920, c. 255.
§ 2. Collection; payment over; returns; abate-
ment
Every collector of taxes, constable, sheriff or
deputy sheriff, receiving a tax list and warrant
from the assessors, shall collect the taxes therein
set forth, with interest, and pay over said taxes and
interest to the city or town treasurer according to
the warrant, and shall make written return thereof
with his tax list and of his doings thereon at such
times as the assessors shall in writing require. He
shall also give to the treasurer an account of all
charges and fees collected by him. He shall, once
in each week or more often, pay over to the trea-
surer all money received by him for taxes and
interest during the preceding week or lesser period
together with any interest earned as a result of
depositing said taxes and interest received.
In cities and towns which accept the provisions
of this paragraph, no tax shall be collected if the
actual tax due is less than ten dollars. If a tax
committed to the collector is unpaid and is less
than ten dollars, the collector shall request in writ-
ing that the assessors abate the tax. Upon receipt
of such request, the assessors shall forthwith abate
such tax and certify such abatement in writing to
the collector. Said certificate of abatement shall
discharge the collector from further obligation to
collect the tax so abated.
Amended by St. 1976, c. 4, § 31; St. 1980, c. 97; St. 1990,
c. 281.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 7, § 34; c. 8, §§ 1, 33.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 1.
St.1887, c. 110, § 4.
St.1888, c. 390, §§ 1,6.
St. 1897, c. 126, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 2.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 2.
St.1918, c. 257, § 41.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St.1921, c. 124.
St. 1926, c. 65, § 3.
St.1931, c. 287.
§ 2A. Banks designated to receive tax pay-
ments; agreements
The collector, with the approval of the city coun-
cil in cities, the board of selectmen in towns and
the town council in municipalities having a town
council form of government, is hereby authorized
to enter into agreements for a term of not more
than three years with one or more banks as defined
in chapter one hundred and sixty-seven or a na-
tional banking association or a savings and loan
association authorized to do business in the com-
monwealth designating such bank or banking asso-
ciation or a savings and loan association to receive
payments of any taxes or other accounts payable to
such city or town. Said agreement shall provide
that any tax or other account received by a desig-
nated bank shall be processed and credited in the
same manner as if such payment had been received
in such day directly in the office of such tax collec-
tor. Any such payment shall be subject to the
provisions of chapters forty-four, sixty and sixty A
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of the General Laws. Any designated bank or
national banking association or a savings and loan
association shall indemnify said city or town and
the officers, agents and employees thereof for any
losses sustained by it or them on account of the
negligence of such bank or national banking associ-
ation or a savings and loan association or its failure
to perform faithfully its duties and obligations pur-
suant to any such agreement.
Added by St. 1980, c. 187. Amended by St. 1981, c. 429.
§ 2B. Municipal taxes; collection services;
agreements; compensation; reports;
accounting
For the purposes of collecting municipal taxes,
the collector is authorized to enter into agreements
with one or more private persons, companies, asso-
ciations or corporations doing business in the com-
monwealth to provide collection services with re-
spect to unpaid municipal taxes, other than taxes
for real property, for which a demand has already
been made. In the event the local tax collector
chooses to utilize the services of a collection agen-
cy or company, no such agreement shall be entered
into unless proposals for the same have been invit-
ed by public notice published in at least one news-
paper of local circulation once a week for at least
two consecutive weeks, the last such publication to
be at least one week prior to the time specified for
the opening of said proposals. All such proposals
shall be opened in public. The collector may reject
any or all such proposals and may not accept an
offer other than the lowest responsible bid unless
the collector specifies the reasons therefor in writ-
ing. Any such agreement may provide, in the
discretion of the collector, the manner in which the
compensation for such services will be paid, which
compensation cannot exceed the fees which would
otherwise be due the collector under section fif-
teen, or one-third of the taxes collected on each tax
due, exclusive of interest and charges, whichever is
the greater. Such compensation which is greater
than the amount of fees which are otherwise due
the collector shall be added to the amount due and
collected as a part thereof by the collection agency.
All amounts collected during the previous week
by the collection agency shall be turned over to the
collector together with an itemized statement of the
taxes, interest and charges collected and so turned
over.
Notwithstanding clause (13) of section twenty-
one of chapter forty, or any ordinance or by-law to
the contrary, the collector may authorize the trea-
surer to pay the compensation of the collection
agent pursuant to the agreement with the collector,
without further appropriation of the town; provid-
ed, however, that no such payment shall be made
for any particular tax collection until the checks, il
any, in payment therefor, have been honored.
The collector shall, on or before August first of
each year, submit to the commissioner a report
which lists all private persons, companies, associa-
tions or corporations with whom the collector has
had agreements during the preceding fiscal year
and an accounting of the amount of taxes collected
by and the compensation paid to each such person,
company, association or corporation. The com-
missioner may make, and from time to time revise,
such rules, regulations and guidelines necessary to
carry out the provisions of this section. The collec-
tion agency as a legal entity shall be bonded for the
faithful performance of duty in the manner re-
quired of deputy collectors under section ninety-
two, and such bond shall be deemed to include all
agents or employees of said collection agenc\
.
This section shall be in addition to and separate
from the process of appointing deputy collectors
under section ninety-two, except that the collection
agency shall be subject to the same limitations as
collectors and deputy collectors and the same rem-
edies for collection.
Added by St. 1 989, c. 729, § 1.
§ 2C. Assignment or transfer of tax receivables;
conditions of sale; limitations
(a) For the purposes of this section, the following
words shall have the following meaning:
"Appropriate financial official", the treasurer or
collector of a municipality.
"Available funds deficit", the amount by which
the funds certified by the director of accounts as
available on July first next preceding the date of
appropriation pursuant to section twenty-three of
chapter fifty-nine, reduced by the amount of all
intervening appropriations from available funds
and increased by such amounts as the director may
authorize, is less than zero.
"Commissioner", the commissioner of the de-
partment of revenue.
"Current tax receivables", tax receivables sold on
or before the first annual anniversary of the date
that the entire amount an individual taxpayer re-
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ceivable or related tax could have been paid with-
out interest or penalty.
"Entity", any individual or business subject to
the provisions of chapter sixty-two or chapter sixty-
three.
"Individual taxpayer receivable", tax receivables
that are owed to a municipality for single or multi-
ple tax years by or on behalf of a taxpayer that
constitute all or part of the tax receivables sold by
an appropriate financial official to a purchaser
pursuant to the provisions of this section.
"Municipality", any city or town within the com-
monwealth.
"Parcel", any piece of real or personal property
subject to real property taxes or excise taxes.
"Purchaser", a person or entity that purchases
tax receivables pursuant to the provisions of this
section; provided, however, that any such entity
must be registered with the state secretary and
must be a party in good standing.
"Related Tax", the tax that gives rise to a tax
receivable sold pursuant to the provisions of this
section.
"Service agent", a person or entity employed by
or acting on behalf of a purchaser, whether or not
for a fee or other compensatory arrangement, for
the purpose of collecting tax receivables purchased
by said purchaser from a municipality in the man-
ner provided herein.
"Statutory notice third party", a third party enti-
tled to receive notices with respect to an individual
taxpayer receivable pursuant to section thirty-eight
or section thirty-nine or any other general or spe-
cial law.
"Subsequent individual taxpayer receivable", an
individual taxpayer receivable arising in connec-
tion with a parcel with respect to which an individ-
ual taxpayer receivable is presently outstanding.
"Tax receivable", the right to receive payment of
taxes assessed and due on real and personal prop-
erty, in one or more fiscal years and sold by assign-
ment or transfer, either individually or in bulk, by
an appropriate financial official to a purchaser
pursuant to the provisions of this section.
"Taxpayer", a person or entity owning property,
real or personal, against whom a municipality has
assessed real property taxes.
"Taxes", taxes assessed by a municipality against
real and personal property under chapters fifty-
nine and sixty or any other charge added to and
committed as part of the tax and secured by a tax
lien.
(b) The appropriate financial official of a munici-
pality may arrange for and assign or transfer to a
purchaser the municipality's right to receive pay-
ments owed by a taxpayer on tax receivables after
the date upon which the amounts so owed may be
paid without interest or penalty. If any taxes owed
to a municipality include taxes assessed by a dis-
trict located wholly or in part within the limits of
such municipality, then such district may assign or
transfer the right to receive payment of such taxes
pursuant to this section in accordance with guide-
lines or regulations that the commissioner may
issue. The assignment or transfer of individual
taxpayer receivables by a municipality may be
made either individually or in bulk. Prior to the
assignment or transfer of individual taxpayer re-
ceivables, the appropriate financial official shall
publish, in accordance with section 1, a list of all
receivables that will be offered for assignment or
transfer hereunder at least 60 days prior to the
offer of such parcel for assignment or transfer and
a municipality may not offer for assignment or
transfer any parcel upon which a taxpayer has
entered into and is in compliance with the terms of
a payment agreement with the appropriate finan-
cial official. If the taxpayer fails to comply with
such agreement, the appropriate financial official
may assign or transfer such parcel in accordance
with the provisions established hereunder. The
appropriate financial official may assign or transfer
any receivables either individually or in groups
without regard to class, except for: (1) parcels with
respect to which the taxpayer has entered into a
payment agreement in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section; (2) parcels which are part of
the estate of a bankrupt; (3) parcels which the
appropriate financial official has determined are or
may be subject to a lien under the provisions of
chapter 2 IE; and (4) such other categories of
parcels as the commissioner may by guideline de-
fine or as the municipality, with the approval of the
commissioner, may authorize by vote of its select-
men, town council, or city council and mayor.
Two or more collectors, or 2 or more treasurers,
may jointly assign their respective municipalities'
receivables in accordance with guidelines issued by
the commissioner.
(c) Tax receivables so assigned or transferred by
an appropriate financial official shall be sold sub-
ject to the following conditions:
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(1) The sale of tax receivables shall be by public
sale to the most responsible and responsive offeror
taking into consideration the following evaluation
criteria: (i) the price proposed by the offeror; (ii)
the offeror's qualifications and experience; (iii) the
offeror's plan for communicating with the taxpay-
ers; (iv) whether the offeror has a regular place of
business in the commonwealth; (v) whether the
offeror is in good standing with the department of
revenue; and (vi) other criteria determined by the
commissioner and the municipality. The sale shall
provide for the option to purchase subsequent tax
receivables subject to subsection (h) and any regu-
lations that may be promulgated by the commis-
sioner pursuant thereto.
(2) The sale price shall be equal to not less than
(i) the amount assessed and due from the face
value of the tax receivables sold hereunder and (ii)
any unpaid accrued interest, statutory fees, penal-
ties and charges owed to the municipality as of the
date of sale of the tax receivables. Tax receivables
may, with the approval of the town meeting, town
council or city council and mayor, be sold either at
a discount of not more than 50 per cent of the
interest on the receivable or at a premium, under
such terms as the commissioner may determine by
regulations that shall be promulgated pursuant to
this section. Such sale price or discounted sale
price may reflect any interest accrued on any indi-
vidual taxpayer receivable or related tax to the date
of the sale of the right to receive payment of such
tax. Any unpaid statutory fees and charges as of
the date of the sale with respect to such individual
taxpayer receivable or related tax shall continue to
be payable to the municipality and shall be paid to
it by the purchaser from the first amounts collected
by the purchaser on such tax receivable unless
otherwise received by such municipality.
(3) The purchaser shall pay the sale price to the
appropriate financial official by certified or bank
cashier's check, or by such other transfer of funds
authorized by the appropriate financial official un-
der the terms of the sale.
(4) Any amounts paid, except amounts described
in paragraph two if under a discount sale, subse-
quent to the satisfaction of the sale price for tax
receivables in respect of an individual taxpayer
receivable, by or on behalf of a taxpayer, shall be
the sole property of the purchaser thereof, and if
received by the municipality shall be paid promptly
in accordance with the terms of the sale, to such
purchaser. The municipality shall agree to receive
payment of such amounts owing to the purchaser
as are tendered to it by or on behalf of any taxpay-
er and to provide such payments to the purchaser
in accordance with the terms of the sale and to
issue municipal lien certificates with respect to the
unpaid amounts of tax receivables.
(5) Any premium payment received by a munici-
pality shall be deposited in the General Fund of
such municipality and applied in such manner and
for such purposes as provided by law for amounts
in the General Fund.
(6) Any amounts paid by a purchaser to a munic-
ipality, exclusive of excess amounts received as
described in paragraph (5), for any tax receivables
that are not current tax receivables shall be segre-
gated on the books of such municipality to the
extent any such amount is in excess of any avail-
able funds deficit and shall be appropriated by the
City council or town meeting or town council, as
applicable, of such municipality only for purposes
for which such municipality is authorized to bor-
row for a period of five years or more unless
otherwise approved by the commissioner.
(7) The municipality shall provide the purchaser
when tax receivables are sold with the name and
address of each statutory notice third party to
whom notice is due with respect to any taxpayer,
individual taxpayer receivable or related tax.
(8) Whenever after the sale of any tax receivable
the municipality shall receive a notice from a statu-
tory notice third party in respect of the individual
taxpayer receivable or related tax, the municipality
shall make available to the purchaser a copy of
such notice.
(9) A purchaser owning any tax receivable shall
give notice to a taxpayer and to the appropriate
municipality of the name, address, telephone num-
ber and preferred method of communication with
said purchaser and any service agent acting on
behalf of said purchaser within 12 business days of
purchasing said tax receivable. Upon written re-
quest by the taxpayer in such form as may be
determined by the municipality, the municipality
shall furnish a copy of such information to the
taxpayer within 12 business days of receiving such
request. Whenever the purchaser or the service
agent of such tax receivables shall change, the new
purchaser or service agent shall provide the notice
required herein within 12 business days of the
effective date of such change.
(10) Except as provided for in the terms of the
sale in accordance with regulations promulgated
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by the commissioner, no purchaser or service agent
thereof may enter into an agreement with a taxpay-
er or with any party with interest in a parcel, that
has the effect of requiring said taxpayer or interest-
ed party to pay more than said taxpayer or interest-
ed party could be required to pay to the municipali-
ty on account of the tax receivable owed to the
municipality in accordance with the provisions of
this chapter or chapter fifty-nine of the General
Laws.
(d) The sale of tax receivables shall be without
recourse to the municipality selling the same ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this subsection.
(1) The agreement between a municipality and a
purchaser for the sale of tax receivables may pro-
vide for the repurchase of such tax receivables that
do not conform to the terms and conditions of such
agreement for the amount paid by the purchaser
plus actual costs incurred by the purchaser from
the date of sale.
(2) The agreement between a municipality and a
purchaser for the sale of tax receivables may pro-
vide for the repurchase at the election of the mu-
nicipality of tax receivables inadvertently included
in the sale that were excludable under the defini-
tion of the class to be assigned that was approved
by the commissioner under subsection (b). Such
repurchases at the option of the municipality shall
take place not later than 6 months immediately
following the assignment.
(3) If any individual taxpayer receivable (i) shall
be abated or (ii) is less than the amount for which
the tax receivable in respect thereof was purchased
by the purchaser at the time of sale, then, in each
case, the purchaser shall be reimbursed by the
amount of such abatement or other reduction in
the amount of the tax receivable. If such tax
receivable was purchased for a discount as provid-
ed in paragraph (2) of subsection (c), the repur-
chase price or reimbursement shall be reduced by
the same percentage by which the purchase price
of the tax receivable was discounted. In lieu of
any such repurchase or reimbursement, the munic-
ipality may provide a replacement tax receivable of
the same fiscal year as the tax receivable to be
replaced that, together with any cash provided by
the municipality or the purchaser, shall equal such
purchase price or reimbursement amount; provid-
ed, however, that a replacement tax receivable
shall be of similar market value as the tax receiv-
able that is being replaced. The replacement tax
receivable shall be provided only after compliance
with subsection (b).
(4) The reimbursement amount, pursuant to
paragraph (3), shall include, in the case of abate-
ment, interest accrued on such amount from the
date of purchase by the purchaser to the date of
repurchase or reimbursement by the municipality,
calculated in accordance with the rate provided in
section 69 of chapter 59.
(5) The obligation of the municipality to repur-
chase any tax receivable pursuant to paragraphs
(1) and (2), or to reimburse the purchaser pursuant
to paragraph (3), including any replacement tax
receivable in lieu of such repurchase or reimburse-
ment, shall be set forth in an agreement between
the municipality and the purchaser thereof, and (i)
such obligation shall not exceed 10 per cent of the
aggregate purchase price received by the munici-
pality from the purchaser, inclusive of any interest
and statutory fees paid by such purchaser to the
municipality; but in the case of any reimbursement
pursuant to said paragraph (3), such reimburse-
ment amount shall not be charged to such percent-
age limitation; and (ii) the maximum period of
time during which a municipality shall remain
obligated to repurchase any tax receivable shall not
exceed the lesser of: (a) 3 years from the date a tax
receivable was purchased from the municipality,
and (b) the period ending on the date 6 months
prior to the date on which the lien securing the
individual tax liability would terminate pursuant to
section 37.
(6) The limitations set forth in this subsection
shall not apply in any case involving fraud or
misrepresentation.
(e) The sale of tax receivables pursuant to this
section shall not affect (i) the legal authority of the
municipality with respect to any taxpayer or indi-
vidual taxpayer receivable or related tax, including
the granting of abatements pursuant to law, (ii) the
security for the payment of the individual taxpayer
receivable and any related tax, (iii) the accrual of
interest or the rate thereof in respect of the delin-
quency of such individual taxpayer receivable and
any related tax or (iv) the rights and remedies of
each taxpayer in respect of such individual taxpay-
er receivable and any related tax. The rights and
remedies of the purchaser of the right to receive
payment of any individual taxpayer receivable shall
be subrogated to all the rights and remedies of the
municipality to receive and enforce payment of
such individual taxpayer receivable and any related
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tax and interest accrued and to accrue thereon,
including, without limitation, the right to take tax
title in its own name in the same manner that the
municipality is authorized to take tax titles. The
said right to take tax title shall vest in the purchas-
er with the same force and effect as if such tax title
had vested in the municipality, including the accru-
al of interest at the rate provided in section sixty-
two for land taken or purchased by a town and not
assigned; provided, however, that:
(1) For purpose of calculating a municipality's
available funds, an individual tax receivable or
related tax shall be treated as paid to the extent
provided in guidelines or regulations issued by the
commissioner upon the sale, assignment or trans-
fer of such in accordance with the provisions of
this section; provided, however, that for the pur-
poses of issuance of municipal lien certificates,
abatement and abatement appeal rights, the rights
of the municipality with regard to the individual
tax receivable or related tax are preserved in full.
(2) Notwithstanding the third paragraph of sec-
tion sixty-two, subsequent to a duly authorized and
executed sale or auction, a treasurer shall have no
authority to adjust the amount of a tax title held by
a purchaser on account of erroneous municipality
utility bills or interest charges.
(3) The right of a municipality established under
section twenty-nine shall remain with the munici-
pality under the terms of any sale or auction pursu-
ant to the provisions of this section and the pur-
chaser shall not have the benefit of the assistance
to collect taxes as authorized for a municipality by
section thirty-three.
(4) A purchaser shall not have the right to take
immediate possession of the land and collect the
rent and income from such land as otherwise per-
mitted under section fifty-three, except as neces-
sary to meet a requirement of subsection (b), (c) or
(e), as applicable, of the definition of "Owner", or
"Operator" in section two of chapter twenty-one E.
(5) For the purposes of subsection (d) of the
definition of "Owner", or "Operator" in section
two of chapter twenty-one E, the taking of tax title
by a purchaser shall be deemed a taking pursuant
to section fifty-three, and the purchaser shall be
deemed a city or town; provided, however, that the
foregoing shall not prohibit the purchaser from the
benefits of subsection (b) or subsection (c) of such
definition, as otherwise applicable, to the extent
that the purchaser meets the requirements thereof.
(6) No notice shall be required to be given to any
statutory notice third party from the purchaser in
connection with the taking of tax title by the pur-
chaser unless and until the purchaser or its service
agent receives actual notice of such statutory notice
third party.
(f) A purchaser may use a service agent to act on
its behalf, whether or not for compensation. The
purchaser, or its service agent, shall maintain a
record of all tax receivables so serviced, which
shall contain the name and address of the taxpayer
and the initial amount owing pursuant to each tax
receivable, the amounts paid by or on behalf of the
taxpayer liable for the individual tax receivable, the
amount of any abatement thereof and of any
amounts permitted by law to be added thereto, and
the final disposition thereof. Such records shall be
open to inspection by the appropriate financial
official with respect to his municipality during nor-
mal business hours. Within seven business days of
receipt by a purchaser of a request by an appropri-
ate financial official, a purchaser or any service
agent acting on its behalf shall provide a munici-
pality with any and all records relating to any and
all receivables sold, assigned or transferred to a
purchaser by a municipality in the form provided
for in the agreement between the municipality and
the purchaser; provided, however, if such request
by an appropriate financial official indicates that it
is made on behalf of a taxpayer, such purchaser
shall furnish the requested information within
three business days by means of electronic trans-
mission and follow such transmission, where ap-
propriate, with information in the form provided
for in the agreement between the municipality and
the purchaser. Whenever a purchaser or the ser-
vice agent shall perform any of the services for
which a fee or charge is permitted by law and by
the assignment or transfer agreement between the
appropriate financial official and the purchaser to
be added to the amount of the individual tax liabili-
ty, the amount of the tax receivable may be in-
creased by the amount of such fee or charge. All
fees charged by a purchaser shall be established
pursuant to a fee schedule approved by the com-
missioner and a copy of such fee schedule shall be
provided to the appropriate financial official who
shall maintain the same in the municipal office of
the appropriate financial official. A copy of such
shall be furnished to the taxpayer by the appropri-
ate financial official upon request by the taxpayer.
A municipality may charge the taxpayer for the
actual cost of the copy.
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(g) The sale agreement between a municipality
and a purchaser shall include, but shall not be
limited to, the following provisions:
( 1
)
The sale of tax receivables shall be recorded
on a written instrument of transfer upon receipt of
the purchase price by the appropriate financial
official: (i) reciting that it is an assignment and
transfer to the purchaser of the right to receive
payment of the taxes identified therein pursuant to
this section (ii) identifying all such individual tax
liabilities associated with such sale and specifying
the name, address and phone number of such pur-
chaser, (iii) specifying the amount of the purchase
price and (iv) signed and dated by the appropriate
financial official.
(2) Upon receipt of the purchase price by the
appropriate financial official pursuant to para-
graph (3) of subsection (c), said instrument of
transfer shall establish that all rights, title and
interest of the municipality in an individual taxpay-
er receivable and the right of the municipality to
receive payment of the individual taxpayer receiv-
able, including interest accruing thereon after the
date of sale to the purchaser, and any statutory fees
and charges arising after said date of sale, shall
thereupon be transferred and assigned to such pur-
chaser; provided, however, that the municipality
may collect amounts owing to such purchaser ac-
cording to the provisions of paragraph (4) of sub-
section (c).
(3) Tax receivables may be assigned and trans-
ferred successively under the same terms and con-
ditions and in the same manner as originally as-
signed and transferred, provided, however, that the
instrument (i) shall be signed by the assignor or
transferror ' and (ii) need not recite the purchase
price.
(4) Each assignor or transferror * shall provide
the municipality with an original record of each
instrument of transfer and the municipality shall
maintain such instrument of transfer with its offi-
cial records.
(5) All tax receivables sold in bulk in a single
transaction may be identified in a single instrument
of transfer, and it shall not be necessary for each
such tax receivable to be identified in a separate
instrument of transfer; provided, however, that the
instrument of transfer shall identify by name the
individual taxpayers contained therein.
(6) Where an instrument of transfer has been
lost or destroyed, the purchaser of said instrument
may file a notarized affidavit with the appropriate
financial official of the municipality from which the
tax receivable was purchased attesting under the
pains and penalty of perjury to the loss or destruc-
tion of said instrument. Upon presentation of the
notarized affidavit, the appropriate financial offi-
cial shall on payment of a fee of ten dollars issue to
the holder thereof an exact duplicate of the instru-
ment.
(7) A fee schedule of all fees to be charged by the
purchaser or service agent, provided however, that
no fee other than the fees established in accor-
dance with the fee schedule approved by the com-
missioner shall be attributed to any taxpayer re-
ceivable or charged to any taxpayer and provided
further, that all such fees shall be reasonable in
relation to the actual cost of the transaction.
(h) The purchaser of an individual tax receivable
on any parcel of real estate shall have the right to
purchase any subsequent delinquent individual tax
receivable on the same parcel in accordance with
the terms of sale of the original agreement, except
that there shall be no discount or premium; the
price of such subsequent receivable shall be the
amount assessed together with any accrued inter-
est, charges and fees. There shall be no require-
ment of notice or publication with respect to the
transfer of such subsequent receivables, notwith-
standing the provisions of subsection (b).
(i) The amount owed by a taxpayer for an indi-
vidual taxpayer receivable may be redeemed by
said taxpayer upon payment to the purchaser then
holding the right to receive said receivable in an
amount equal to the sum of the following: (1) the
amount of delinquent taxes, penalties, interest,
charges and fees that stand charged against the
parcel as shown on the instrument of transfer evi-
dencing the tax receivable; and (2) interest at the
rate provided by law accruing on said receivable
from the date said tax receivable was purchased
until the date said tax receivable is redeemed.
(j) The commissioner shall make and from time
to time revise such rules, regulations and guide-
lines as he determines necessary and appropriate
to implement the provisions of this section.
Added by St. 1996, c. 375, § 1. Amended by St.2004, c.
295, §§ 1 to 5, eff. Nov. 11,2004.
1 So in original.
§ 3. Tax bills; notices; affidavits of sending
The collector shall forthwith, after receiving a tax
list and warrant, send notice to each person as-
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sessed, resident or non-resident, of the amount of
his tax; if mailed, it shall be postpaid and directed
to the town where the assessed person resided on
January first of the year in which the tax was
assessed, and, if he resides in a city, it shall, if
possible, be directed to the street and number of
his residence. If the tax is a tax on real estate, the
collector shall send a separate bill or notice for the
portion of the tax applicable to each parcel of real
estate separately assessed. An omission to send a
notice under this section shall not affect the validity
either of a tax or of the proceedings for its collec-
tion. An affidavit of the collector or deputy collec-
tor sending a tax bill or notice as to the time of
sending shall be prima facie evidence that the same
was sent at such time. All tax bills or notices
issued pursuant to this section shall state (a) the
date as of which the tax was assessed and (b) the
fiscal year to which the tax relates. The tax notice
and bill shall state that all payments shall be to or
to the order of the city, town or district and not to
or to the order of any officer, board or commission.
The collector may send the notice required by
this section to an owner who has acquired title by a
deed duly recorded subsequent to January first in
the year in which said tax was assessed.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 50; St.1941, c. 258, § 2;
St.1943, c. 37, § 2; St. 1943, c. 166, § 2; St. 1954, c. 444,
§ 2; St.1963, c. 160, § 25; St.1969, c. 849, § 70A;
St.1971, c. 766, § 23; St.1989, c. 436.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1877, c. 235, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 2.
St.1888, c. 390, § 2.
St. 1889, c. 334, § 1.
R.L.1902,c. 13, § 3.
St. 1909, c. 440, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 3.
St.1914, c. 198, § 2.
St.1926, c. 71, § 1.
St. 1926, c. 269, § 1.
§ 3A. Form of bill or notice; electronic format;
notices for rates of utility fees; nonpo-
litical municipal informational materi-
al
(a) Each bill or notice shall be in a form ap-
proved by the commissioner and shall summarize
the deadlines under section 59 of chapter 59 for
applying for abatements and exemptions. Each
bill or notice shall also have printed on it the last
date for the assessed owner to apply for abatement
and for exemptions under clauses other than those
specifically listed in said section 59 of said chapter
59. Except in the case of a bill or notice for
reassessed taxes under section 77 of said chapter
59, each bill shall also have printed on it the last
date on which payment can be made without ink i
est being due. If a bill or notice contains an
erroneous payment or abatement application date
that is later than the date established under said
chapter 59, the date printed on the bill or notice
shall be the deadline for payment or for applying
for abatement or exemption, but if the error in the
date is the wrong year, the due date shall be the
day and month as printed on the bill but for the
current year. The commissioner may require, with
respect to a city or town, that the tax bill or notice
include such information as the commissioner may
determine to be necessary to notify taxpayers of
changes in the assessed valuation of the property.
Each bill or notice for real or personal property tax
shall have printed thereon in a conspicuous place
the tax rate for each class within the town, as
determined by the assessors. In addition, each bill
or notice for a tax upon real property shall identify
each parcel separately assessed by street and num-
ber or, if no street number has been assigned, by
lot number, name of property or otherwise, shall
describe the land, buildings and other things erect-
ed on or affixed to the property and shall state for
each such parcel the assessed full and fair cash
valuation, the classification, the residential or com-
mercial exemption, if applicable, the total taxable
valuation and the tax due and payable on such
property. If the assessors have granted the owner
an exemption under any clause specifically listed in
said section 59 of said chapter 59, the bill or notice
of such owner may also show the exemption and
the tax, as exempted, that is due and payable on
such property.
(b) The collector may issue the bill or notice
required by section 3 in electronic form, provided
that the electronic bill or notice meets the stan-
dards set forth in subsection (a). An electronic bill
or notice issued shall be under voluntary programs
established by the collector, with the approval of
the board of selectmen or mayor, as the case may
be. No political subdivision shall require a taxpay-
er to take part in an electronic billing system or
program.
(c) The collector may include in the envelope or
electronic message in which a property tax bill is
sent those bills or notices for rates, fees and
charges assessed by the city or town for water or
sewer use, solid waste disposal or collection or
electric, gas or other utility services as may be
authorized by ordinance or by-law; provided, how-
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ever, that the bills or notices shall be separate and
distinct from the property tax bills. The ordinance
or by-law may authorize the collector, upon vote of
any municipal water and sewer commission estab-
lished by the city or town under chapter 40N or by
special act, to include bills or notices for rates, fees
or charges assessed by the commission for water or
sewer use.
(d) The collector may, with the approval of the
board of selectmen or mayor, as the case may be,
include in the envelope or electronic message in
which a property tax bill is sent nonpolitical mu-
nicipal informational material; provided, however,
that if such nonpolitical municipal informational
material is mailed, it shall not be included if the
material causes an increase in the postage required
to mail the tax bill.
Added by St. 1934, c. 136, § 1. Amended by St. 1936, c
156; St.1943, c. 166, § 3; St.1943, c. 564, § 1; St.1952
c. 578, § 2; St.1954, c. 444, § 3; St.1965, c. 615, § 3
St.1966, c. 14, § 39; St.1967, c. 757, § 6; St.1969, c
546, § 17; St.1974, c. 341; St.1974, c. 831, § 5; St.1978
c. 580, § 39; St.1979, c. 797, § 19; St.1983, c. 72, § 6
St.1983, c. 244; St.1987, c. 758, § 6; St.1989, c. 308
St. 1990, c. 280, § 2; St.1996, c. 426, § 3; St.2000, c
159, § 117; St.2010, c. 188, § 54, eff. July 27, 2010
§ 3B. Suspension of payment; assessments re-
duced by exemptions
A person entitled to exemption under clause sev-
enteenth of section five of chapter fifty-nine in
respect to any real estate upon which an assess-
ment for a permanent public improvement, payable
to a city or town and required by law to be placed
on the annual tax bill, has been made, may, not
later than the last day for petitioning the assessors
for an abatement of the local tax under section
fifty-nine of said chapter fifty-nine, apply to the
assessors of such city or town for suspension of the
payment of such assessment for and during such
time as the annual tax on said real estate is re-
duced by such exemption, and the assessors may
thereupon, with the approval of the commissioner,
order such suspension; provided, that such assess-
ment, with interest thereon accrued prior to such
suspension and with interest thereon from the day
on which such estate ceases to be exempt, unless
sooner paid, shall continue to be a lien upon such
real estate until the expiration of two years after
the termination of the period of such suspension,
or, in case the assessment has been apportioned,
until two years after the last portion is payable.
Such assessment shall not bear interest during the
period of such suspension.
Added by St.1935, c. 322, § 2.
§ 3C. City or town scholarship fund; donation;
deposits; distribution
Any city or town which accepts the provisions of
this section or has previously accepted chapter one
hundred and ninety-four of the acts of nineteen
hundred and eighty-six is hereby authorized, sub-
ject to the approval of the commissioner, to design
and designate a place on its municipal tax bills, or
the motor vehicle excise tax bills, or to mail with
such tax bills a separate form, whereby the taxpay-
ers of said city or town can voluntarily check off,
donate and pledge an amount not less than one
dollar or such other designated amount which shall
increase the amount otherwise due, and to estab-
lish a city or town scholarship fund, the purpose of
which shall be to provide educational financial aid
to deserving city and town residents in accordance
with this section and to establish a city or town
educational fund, the purpose of which shall be to
provide supplemental educational funding for local
educational needs or to provide funding for exist-
ing adult literacy programs.
Any amounts donated to the scholarship fund or
educational fund shall be deposited into a special
account in the general treasury and shall be in the
custody of the treasurer. The treasurer shall invest
said funds at the direction of the officer, board,
commission, committee or other agency of the city
or town who or which is otherwise authorized and
required to invest trust funds of the city or town
and subject to the same limitations applicable to
trust fund investments, except as otherwise speci-
fied herein. Interest earned upon such fund shall
remain therewith and shall be used for the purpose
of said fund without further appropriation.
In any city or town establishing a scholarship
fund, there shall be a scholarship committee and
educational fund committee to consist of the super-
intendent of the city or town schools or designee
thereof, and no fewer than four residents of the city
or town appointed by the board of selectmen to a
term of three years. The scholarship committee or
educational fund committee shall select the recipi-
ents of and amounts of financial aid from the
scholarship fund and educational fund and shall be
guided by any criteria established by the scholar-
ship committee or educational fund committee sub-
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ject to any ordinance or by-law and further subject
to the following criteria:
(a) The recipients of financial aid must be resi-
dents of the city or town at the time the financial
aid is first awarded and have been accepted to
pursue education beyond the secondary school lev-
el at an institution deemed accredited by the com-
mittee.
(b) The committee shall take into consideration
each recipients financial need, character, scholastic
record and involvement in community work as well
as extracurricular school activities.
The scholarship committee may distribute finan-
cial aid from both interest and principal of the
fund, without further appropriation. The scholar-
ship committee shall establish a procedure for de-
termining at least on an annual basis the amounts
or percentage of the funds that shall be authorized
for distribution and for notifying the investing offi-
cer or agency so that the funds may be made
available in a timely manner and with a minimum
of penalties.
Added by St. 1987, c. 712, § 3. Amended by St. 1993, c.
71, § 26; St. 1994, c. 60, § 76.
§ 3D. City or town aid to elderly and disabled
taxation fund; voluntary check off do-
nations
A city or town which accepts the provisions of
this section is hereby authorized, subject to the
approval of the commissioner, to design and desig-
nate a place on its municipal tax bills, or the motor
vehicle excise tax bills, or to mail with such tax
bills a separate form, whereby the taxpayers of said
city or town may voluntarily check off, donate and
pledge an amount not less than $1 or such other
designated amount which shall increase the
amount otherwise due, and to establish a city or
town aid to the elderly and disabled taxation fund
for the purpose of defraying the real estate taxes of
elderly and disabled persons of low income.
Any amounts donated to said fund shall be de-
posited into a special account in the general trea-
sury and shall be in the custody of the treasurer.
The treasurer shall invest said funds at the di-
rection of the officer, board, commission, commit-
tee or other agency of the city or town who or
which is otherwise authorized and required to in-
vest trust funds of the city or town and subject to
the same limitations applicable to trust fund invest-
ments, except as otherwise specified herein. The
fund, together with the interest earned thereon
shall be used for the purpose specified in this
section without further appropriation.
In any city or town establishing an aid to the
elderly and disabled taxation fund, there shall be a
taxation aid committee to consist of the chairman
of the board of assessors, the city or town treasurer
and three residents of the city or town to be ap-
pointed by the mayor or board of selectmen as the
case may be. Said board shall adopt rules and
regulations to carry out the provisions of this sec-
tion and to identify the recipients of such aid.
Added by St. 1998, c. 166.
§ 3E. Application of partial payments
Partial payments of bills for taxes, excises or
municipal charges and fees, including partial pay-
ments under sections 22 and 62, shall be applied
first to any interest due, then to collection charges,
that have been added to the bills, unless the
amount of the interest and charges taken together
may be waived and the collector or other officer
responsible for collecting the bills determines that
the partial payment should be first applied to the
underlying obligation.
Added by St.2003, c. 46, § 55, cff. July 31, 2003.
§§ 4, 5. Repealed, 1963, 160, Sec. 26
§ 6. Books containing tax lists; duty to keep
The collector shall make and keep the book con-
taining the tax list committed to him or, with the
written approval of the commissioner of revenue,
on a mechanically or electronically prepared rec-
ord, against the name of every person assessed for
a tax, entries showing the disposition thereof,
whether reassessed, abated or paid, and the date of
such disposition.
Amended by St. 1967, c. 100; St.1975, c. 71; St. 1978, c.
514, § 85; St.1989, c. 341, § 39.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1887, c. 110, § 2.
St.1888, c. 390, § 3.
St. 1889, c. 334, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 4.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 4.
§ 7. Cash books
He shall also keep a cash book, in which he shall
enter all sums paid to him, as received, specifying
the total amount of tax, abatements allowed, all
interest charged, the total amount received and the
date of receipt, the date and amount of every
payment and disbursement made by him, and to
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whom paid, with such other matters as the town
requires.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1887, c. 110, § 1.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 4.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 5.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 5.
St.1918, c. 48.
§ 8. Collector's books as municipal property;
open to examination
All books kept by the collector, which shall be
approved as to form by the commissioner, shall be
furnished by, and be the property of, the town, and
shall be at all reasonable times open to examina-
tion by the auditor of such town or any other agent
thereof duly authorized therefor. The collector
shall, on demand by the mayor, aldermen or select-
men, exhibit to them or to any persons whom they
designate, at any time during ordinary business
hours, the books, accounts and vouchers relating to
taxes committed to him for collection and to his
receipts and payments on account of taxes; and
they, or the persons designated by them, shall have
full opportunity to examine said books, accounts
and vouchers, and to make copies and extracts
therefrom.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1887, c. 110, § 3.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 5.
St.1897, c. 126, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 6.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 6.
St.1918, c. 257, § 43.
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2.
St.1926, c. 65, § 4.
§ 9. Repealed, 1976,451
§§ 10, 11. Repealed, 1923, 128, Sec. 2
§ 12. Custody of books, etc.; demand
A town clerk or an assessor, having knowledge of
any accounts, records or papers relating to taxes in
his town which should be in his custody, shall
demand them of any person having them, who
shall forthwith deliver them to him.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l892,c. 370, § 6.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 10.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, §
St.l923,c. 128, § 3.
10.
§ 13. Necessity and duty to give bond
The collector shall, before the commitment to
him of any taxes of any year, or, if he is a city or
town collector under section thirty-eight A of chap-
ter forty-one, before such commitment or the col-
lection of any other accounts due his city or town
and not included within the provisions of a bond
previously given by him and still in force, give a
bond or bonds for the faithful performance of his
duties in all capacities in which he is acting as
collector either in the collection of taxes or of such
other accounts, including a bond, which shall be
separate, in respect to uncollected accounts, if any,
turned over to him by the assessors under section
ninety-seven. Each bond given under this section
shall be in a form approved by the commissioner
and in such sum or sums, not less than the amount
or amounts established by the commissioner, as
shall be fixed by the selectmen or mayor and alder-
men. A copy of each such bond shall be delivered
to the commissioner. If the collector does not give
bond or bonds as herein required, the selectmen or
mayor and aldermen may declare the office vacant
and the vacancy may be filled in the manner pre-
scribed by section forty or sixty-one A of chapter
forty-one, as the case may be.
Amended by St. 1937, c. 143, § 5; St.1939, c. 44;
St.l941,c. 308.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 80.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 72.
P.S.1882, c. 27, § 124.
St. 1893, c. 423, § 18.
R.L.1902, c. 25, § 77.
St.1916, c. 131, § 1.
St.1926, c. 65, § 2.
§ 14. Special collector; bond
In towns, not cities, if, at the expiration of three
years from the date of the commitment of tax lists
and warrant to a collector of taxes, any taxes
remain uncollected and recovery cannot be made
upon the bond of the collector of the amount of
such uncollected taxes, the selectmen shall appoint
the collector of taxes for the current year or some
other person as special collector thereof. He shall
furnish a satisfactory bond for the faithful perform-
ance of his duties, in such sum as the selectmen
require, in a form to be approved by the commis-
sioner.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1910, c. 272, §§ 1,2.
St.1916, c. 131, § 2.
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§ 15. Fees of collector
The following interest, charges and fees, and no
other, when accrued, shall severally be added to
the amount of the tax and collected as a part
thereof:
—
1. For interest, as provided by law;
2. For each written demand provided for by
law, not more than $30;
3. For preparing advertisement of sale or tak-
ing, $10 for each parcel of real estate included in
the advertisement and the necessary legal fees for
search of title;
4. For advertisement of sale or taking in news-
paper, the cost thereof;
5. For posting notices of sale or taking, $5 for
each parcel or real estate included in the notice;
6. For affidavit, $10 for each parcel of land
included therein;
7. For recording affidavit, the cost thereof;
8. For preparing deed or instrument of taking,
$10;
9. For the issuance and delivery of a warrant to
an officer, $10;
10. For notice by mail or other means to the
delinquent that warrant to collect has been issued,
$12;
1 1. For exhibiting a warrant to collect or deliv-
ering a copy thereof to the delinquent or his repre-
sentative or leaving it at his last and usual place of
abode or of business, and without distraint or ar-
rest, $17.
12. For distraining goods of the delinquent, $10
and the necessary cost thereof;
13. For the custody and safekeeping of the dis-
trained goods of the delinquent, the cost thereof,
for a period not exceeding seven days, together
with the expense of parking, storage, labor and
towing or teaming, and other necessary expenses;
14. For selling goods distrained, the cost there-
of;
15. For arresting the body, the necessary costs
of the arresting officer and the cost of the travel, at
the rate of $.30 per mile, from the office of the
collector to the place where the an est is made;
1 6. For custody of the body arrested, if payment
of the delinquent tax is not made forthwith, $10,
and in addition thereto travel at the rate of $.30 per
mile from the place of arrest to the jail or, if
payment is made before commitment to jail, for the
distance from the place where the arrest is made to
the place where payment is made;
17. For service of demand and notice under
section fifty-three, if served in the manner required
by law for the service of subpoenas on witnesses in
civil cases, the cost thereof, but not more than $40;
18. For the mailing of each written demand or
notice by registered mail, the cost thereof.
19. For the recording of the instrument of tak-
ing under section 54, the cost thereof.
The collector shall account to the town treasurer
for all interest, charges and fees collected by him;
but the town shall reimburse or credit him for all
expenses incurred by him hereunder, including all
lawful charges and fees paid or credited by him for
collecting taxes.
The collector may, in his discretion, waive such
interest, charges and fees when the total amount
thereof is $ 1 5 or less.
Amended by St. 1934, c. 151, § 2; Si. 1935, c. 252, § 1;
St. 1943, c. 179; St.1952, c. 398; St.1955, c. 474, § 2;
St.1958, c. 306, §§ 1, 2; St. 1971, c. 273, §§ 1 to 3;
St. 1977, c. 525, § 1; St. 1977, c. 669, § 1; St. 1 980, c. 64,
§ 1; St.1983, c. 189; St.1985, c. 365; St.1986, c. 297;
St.1989, c. 729, § 2; St.1996, c. 450, § 108; St.2003, c.
46, §§ 56 to 69, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2008, c. 182, § 15,
eff. July 1,2008.
St. 1785, c. 70, § 8.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 2.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 2.
St.1862, c. 183, § 10.
St. 1878, c. 266, § 13.
St.1881, c. 138, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 3, 36,47.
St.1888, c. 390, §§ 7,29,41, 55.
St.1889, c. 334, § 3.
St.1890, c. 331, § 2.
St. 1894, c. 537, § 5.
R.L.I902, c. 13, § 13.
St.1907, c. 427.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 13.
St.1909, c. 512.
St.1915, c. 237, §§ 22, 26.
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 45, 58.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920.c2.
St.l931,c. 434.
§ 15A. Repealed, 1963, 160, Sec. 27
§ 16. Demand for payment of tax prior to sale
of land, distraining of goods or arrest;
statement of amount
The collector shall, before selling the land of a
resident, or non-resident, or distraining the goods
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of any person, or arresting him for his tax, serve on
him a statement of the amount thereof with a
demand for its payment. If two or more parcels of
land are assessed in the name of a resident, or non-
resident, the statement of the aggregate amount of
the taxes thereon may be made in one demand.
Such demand may also include taxes due on ac-
count of tangible personal property and any motor
vehicle excise tax. If the heirs of a deceased per-
son, co-partners or two or more persons are jointly
assessed, service need be made on only one of
them. Such demand for the tax upon land may be
made upon the person occupying the same on
January first of the year in which the tax is as-
sessed. No demand need be made on a mortgagee,
unless he has given notice under section thirty-
eight, in which case no demand need be made on
the owner or occupant. Demand shall be made by
the collector by mailing the same to the last or
usual place of business or abode, or to the address
best known to him, and failure to receive the same
shall not invalidate a tax or any proceedings for the
enforcement or collection of the same.
Amended by St.1933, c. 168, § 1; St. 1933, c. 254, § 51.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1'785, c. 70, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 3.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 3.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 4.
St.l888,c.390, § 8.
St.1889, c. 334, § 4.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 14.
St. 1909, c. 440, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2.§ 14.
St.1914, c. 198, § 2.
St.1918, c. 57.
§ 17. Unpaid taxes; collection
If any tax, betterment or special assessment re-
mains unpaid fourteen days after demand therefor,
the collector, in the case of any tax, betterment or
special assessment upon real estate, within two
years from April first in the calendar year in which
the assessment was made, and, in case of any other
tax, within three years from said April first, shall
collect the tax, together with all incidental charges
and fees, in the manner provided by law.
Amended by St. 1969, c. 849, § 70B; St. 1971, c. 766,
§ 23.
St. 1913, c. 688,
St.1914, c. 625.
St.1923, c. 128,
Historical and Statutory Notes
§ 4.
§ 4.
§ 18. Repealed, 1932, 54, Sec. 1
§ 19. Special warrant for distress or imprison-
ment without demand, and for accep-
tance of early payments
If the assessors are of the opinion that the credit
of a person taxed is doubtful or that he is about to
leave the commonwealth, they may, by a special
warrant, direct the collector forthwith, without de-
mand or notice, to compel payment by distress or
imprisonment, whether the tax is payable immedi-
ately or at a future day, by instalments or other-
wise.
If a person desires to make an early payment or
payments of taxes, prior to the commitment by the
assessors of the tax list and warrant required by
section fifty-three of chapter fifty-nine, the asses-
sors may, by a special warrant, authorize the col-
lector to accept such payment.
Amended by St. 1 970, c. 218, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 70, § 2.
St.1815, c. 130, § 3.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 12.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 4.
St. 1874, c. 238.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 5.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 9.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 16.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 16.
§ 20. Certificate of abatement
If a person claims the benefit of an abatement,
he shall exhibit to the collector demanding his
taxes the certificate of such abatement authorized
by section seventy of chapter fifty-nine; and he
shall be liable for all costs and officers' fees in-
curred before exhibiting such certificate; provided,
however, that if it is found that no tax is due, no
such costs or officers' fees shall be collected.
Amended by St. 1979, c. 88.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 4.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 5.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 6.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 10.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 17.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 17.
§ 21. Error in name of person; collection from
intended persons
If, in the assessors' lists or in their warrant and
list committed to the collector, there is an error in
the name of a person taxed, the tax assessed to him
may be collected of the person intended to be
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assessed, if he is taxable and can be identified by
the assessors.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.I836, c. 8, § 5.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 6.
P.S.1882,c. 12, § 7.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 11
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 18.
Si. 1 909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 18.
§ 22. Partial payments
After the commitment of a tax, including assess-
ments for betterments or other purposes, to a col-
lector for collection, the owner of the estate or
person assessed or a person in behalf of said owner
or person may, if the tax is a tax upon real estate,
at any time and from time to time up to the date
when an advertisement is prepared for the sale or
taking of the real estate for the nonpayment of such
tax or up to the date when the tax is certified under
section sixty-one, and if the tax is a personal prop-
erty tax, at any time and from time to time up to
the date when a warrant or other process is issued
for the enforcement and collection thereof, tender
to the collector a partial payment of the tax not less
than ten per cent of the total tax but in no event
less in amount than ten dollars, which shall be
received, receipted for and applied toward the pay-
ment of the tax. The acceptance of any partial
payment in accordance with this section shall not
invalidate any demand made for a tax, prior to the
acceptance of such partial payment; provided that
the amount stated in the demand was the amount
due at the date when the demand was made. If in
any court it shall be determined that the tax is
more than the amount so paid, judgment shall be
entered for such excess and interest upon the
amount thereof to the date of the judgment, and on
the amount paid to the date of payment, with costs
if otherwise recoverable. The part payment au-
thorized by this section shall not affect a right of
tender, lien or other provision of law for the recov-
ery of the amount of such tax, or interest or costs
thereon, remaining due, but if the part payment is
more than the tax, as finally determined, the ex-
cess, without interest, shall be repaid to the person
who paid it.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 52; St. 1947, c. 278;
St. 1963, c. 160, § 28.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1899, c. 394, §§ 1,2,4.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 19.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 19.
St.1913, c. 599, § 2.
St.1916, c. 20.
§ 22A. Separate tax bills or notices; partial
payments on account; receipts
The collector may, and shall at the request at any
time of a person owning or having an interest in a
parcel of land, issue a separate tax bill or notice for
the tax for any year upon any parcel of land sepa-
rately assessed or separately listed on the assessors'
valuation list, which bill or notice shall contain a
description of said parcel or reference to the asses-
sors' valuation list sufficient to identify such parcel.
With respect to the tax for any year on any parcel
of land so separately assessed or separately listed,
the owner of said parcel or person assessed or a
person having any interest in said parcel may at
any time prior to a tax taking or a tax sale of such
parcel make full payment of the tax upon such
parcel or may make from time to time partial
payments on account of the tax upon such parcel of
not less than ten per cent of such tax, but in no
event less in amount than ten dollars, and other-
wise subject to the terms, conditions and provisions
governing partial payments of a tax contained in
section twenty-two. The collector shall give a re-
ceipt in full for any such full payment and a partial
receipt for any such partial payment. Any such
payment in full shall discharge the tax lien upon
such parcel for the taxes of the year in which such
tax was assessed, and any such partial payment
shall reduce the tax lien upon such parcel for the
taxes of such year to the extent of the portion of the
tax upon such parcel so paid. No lien shall be
deemed to exist upon any parcel of land for or
because of the tax or portion of tax assessed on or
with respect to any other parcel. Such informa-
tion as to the assessors' valuation list as may be
required for the purposes of this section shall be
furnished by the assessors to the collector upon
demand.
AddedbySt.l941,c. 573, § 1.
§ 23. Filing certificates; releasing liens, etc.
The collector of taxes for any city, or for any
town having more than five thousand inhabitants,
as determined by the last preceding national or
state census, shall, on written application by any
person, and within ten days thereafter, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, furnish to such
applicant a certificate of all taxes and other assess-
ments, including water rates and charges, and
charges due to municipal lighting plants, under the
provisions of sections fifty-eight B to fifty-eight F,
inclusive, of chapter one hundred and sixty-four
which at the time constitute liens on the parcel of
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real estate specified in such application and are
payable on account of such real estate. The collec-
tor of taxes for any town having five thousand
inhabitants or less as determined by the last pre-
ceding national or state census shall, on written
application by any person, and within twenty days
thereafter, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holi-
days, furnish to such applicant such a certificate.
Such certificate shall be itemized and shall show
the amounts then payable on account of all such
taxes and assessments, rates and charges, so far as
such amounts are fixed and ascertained, and if the
same are not then ascertainable, it shall so be
expressed in the certificate. Any town officer or
board doing any act toward establishing any such
tax, assessment, lien or charge upon any real estate
in the town shall transmit a notice of such act to
the collector of taxes. Such collector of taxes shall
charge twenty-five dollars for each certificate so
issued, and the money so received shall be paid
into the city or town treasury. The collector of
taxes for any town having fewer than five thousand
inhabitants as determined by the last preceding
national census may, if permitted by local by-law,
keep such certificate fee for his personal services.
A certificate issued on or after January first, nine-
teen hundred and eighty-one, under this section
may be filed for record or registration, as the case
may be, within one hundred and fifty days after its
date, and if so filed shall operate to discharge the
parcel of real estate specified from the liens for all
taxes, assessments, or portions thereof, rates and
charges which do not appear by said certificate to
constitute liens thereon, except taxes, assessments,
or portions thereof, rates and charges with respect
to which there has been filed for record or registra-
tion evidence of a taking or a sale by the munici-
pality or concerning which a statement or order
creating or continuing such lien has been so filed
under any provision of law, if said lien can be
discharged by the recording or registration of an
instrument other than a certificate under this sec-
tion; but a certificate issued under this section
shall not affect the obligation of any person liable
for the payment of any tax, assessment, rate, or
charge by reason of being the assessed owner of
such parcel of real estate at the time any such lien
became effective. The register of deeds as such or
as assistant recorder of the land court shall receive
and record or register such certificate upon the
payment of a fee of $50.
No register of deeds or assistant recorder of the
land court shall accept for recording or registra-
tion, as the case may be, a definitive subdivision
plan unless it is accompanied by a municipal lien
certificate, indicating that all taxes, assessments,
and charges then assessed against the land shown
on the plan have been paid in full. Failure to
comply with this section shall not affect the validity
of the subdivision plan, the recording of the plan,
or any deed of any part or all of the land shown on
the plan.
Amended by St. 1932, c. 197, § 1; St. 1943, c. 478, § 3
St.1952, c. 388; St.1954, c. 487, § 2A; St.1958, c. 537
St.1960, c. 421, § 1; St. 1971, c. 269; St.1976, c. 163
St.1978, c. 534; St.1980, c. 412; St.1981, c. 145, § 2
St.1983, c. 332; St.1987, c. 248; St.1987, c. 250
St.1989, c. 341, § 40; St.1989, c. 437, §§ 1, 2; St.1992
c. 403, § 18; St.1993, c. 110, § 117; St. 1 994, c. 60, § 77
St.2003, c. 4, § 6, eff. Mar. 15, 2003.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1907, c. 378.
St.1908, c. 299.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 20.
§ 23A. Certificate of liens; fee schedule; accep-
tance of section prior to Jan. 1, 1988
In any city or town accepting the provisions of
this section, prior to January first, nineteen hun-
dred and eighty-eight, the collector of taxes shall
furnish a certificate of liens as provided in section
twenty-three according to the following fee sched-
ule: for land of less than one acre upon which
there is no permanent structure a fee of ten dollars;
for land upon which is situated no more than a
single family residence and outbuildings a fee of
ten dollars; for land upon which is situated no
more than a two family residence and outbuildings
a fee of fifteen dollars; for land upon which is
situated no more than a three family residence with
outbuildings a fee of twenty dollars; for land upon
which is situated a residence for four or more
families a fee of forty dollars; for land upon which
is situated a commercial, industrial or public utility
structure a fee of one hundred dollars; for farms,
forest land and all other real property a fee of fifty
dollars. In no case shall the fee exceed one half of
one per cent of the assessed value of the real estate
and the money so received shall be paid into the
town treasury.
Added by St. 1977, c. 956, § 1. Amended by St.1987, c.
306, § 1.
§ 23B. Certificate of liens; fee schedule
In any city or town accepting the provisions of
this section, the collector of taxes shall furnish a
certificate of liens as provided in section twenty-
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three according to the following fee schedule: for
land of less than one acre upon which there is no
permanent structure, a fee of twenty-five dollars;
for land upon which is situated no more than a
single family residence and outbuildings, a fee of
twenty-five dollars; for land upon which is situated
no more than a two family residence and outbuild-
ings, a fee of twenty-five dollars; for land upon
which is situated no more than a three family
residence with outbuildings, a fee of twenty-five
dollars; for land upon which is situated a resi-
dence for four or more families, a fee of one
hundred dollars; for land upon which is situated a
commercial, industrial or public utility structure, a
fee of one hundred and fifty dollars; for farms,
forest land and all other real property, a fee of fifty
dollars. In no case shall the fee exceed one half of
one per cent of the assessed value of the real estate
and the money so received shall be paid into the
town treasury.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 306, § 2.
§ 24. Levy by distress or seizure and sale; ex-
emptions
If a person refuses or neglects to pay his tax for
fourteen days after demand, and after a warrant to
collect and a warrant to distrain or commit is
issued pursuant to section twenty-nine, the collec-
tor may without unnecessary delay levy the same
by distress, or seizure and sale of his goods, except
tools or implements necessary for his trade or
occupation, beasts of the plough necessary for the
cultivation of his improved land, military arms,
uniforms and equipment, utensils for housekeeping
necessary for upholding life, and bedding and ap-
parel necessary for himself and family.
Amended by St. 1980, c. 64, § 2; St. 1989, c. 341, § 41.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 6.
R.S. 1836, c. 8, § 7.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 7.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 8; c. 14, § 72.
St. 1887, c. 411, § 71.
St.l888,c. 390, § 12.
St.1890, c. 425, § 8.
St.1893, c. 367, § 71.
R.L.1902,c. 13, § 20; c. 16, § 85.
St. 1905, c. 465, § 90.
St.1906, c. 504, § 7.
St. 1908, c. 604, § 106.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 21.
SU912.C. 67.
St. 1917, c. 327, §§ 131,230.
§ 25. Detention of goods distrained; notice;
sale
The collector may keep the goods distrained, at
the expense of the owner and, if they are not
redeemed by payment by the owner or his agent of
the tax due, shall within thirty days after the sei-
zure, sell them by public auction for a payment of
the tax and charges of keeping and sale, first post-
ing notice of the sale in some public place in the
town at least forty-eight hours prior thereto.
Amended by St. 1977, c. 175.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 50, § 6.
St.1785, c. 70, § 2.
St. 1791, c. 22, § 3.
R.S. 1836, c. 8, § 8.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 8.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 9.
St.1888, c. 390, § 13.
R.L.1902,c. 13, § 21.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 22.
§ 26. Adjournment; notice
The collector may once adjourn such sale for not
more than three days, and he shall forthwith post a
notice of such adjournment at the place of sale.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S. 1836, c. 8, § 9.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 9.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 10.
St.1888, c. 390, § 14.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 22.
St. 1909, c.490, pt. 2, § 23.
§ 27. Levy of tax on land by distress of stock
and produce
If a person is taxed for land in his occupation,
but of which he is not the owner, the collector, or
his designee, after demand for payment, the issu-
ance of the warrant to collect, and the issuance of
the warrant to distrain or commit pursuant to
section twenty-nine, may levy the tax by distress by
the sale of cattle, sheep, horses, swine or other
stock or produce of such estate, belonging to the
owner thereof, which, within nine months after
such assessment has been committed to him, may
be found upon the premises, in the same manner as
if such stock or produce were the property of the
person so taxed; provided, however, that such de-
mand for payment need not be made if the person
on whom the tax is assessed resided within the
precinct of the collector at the time of the assess-
ment, and subsequently removes therefrom and
remains absent three months.
Amended by St. 1980, c. 64, § 3.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 70, § 14.
R.S.1836, c. 8, §§ 16, 17.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 21.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 13.
St.1888, c. 399, § 17.
R.L.1902,c. 13, § 24.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 25.
§ 28. Accounting for surplus
The collector shall upon demand give a written
account of every sale on distress or seizure and
charges, and pay to the owner any surplus above
the taxes, interest and charges of keeping and sale.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 70, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 10.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 12.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 13.
St.1888, c. 399, § 17.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 25.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 26.
§ 29. Issuance of warrant to collect; hearing;
imprisonment
If a person refuses or neglects to pay his tax for
fourteen days after demand, the collector shall is-
sue a warrant to collect said tax including interest,
charges and fees. A warrant issued under this
section may be signed by the collector or his depu-
ty, and a facsimile of the signature of the collector
shall have the same validity as his written signa-
ture.
If a person refuses or neglects to pay his tax after
the collector or his designee has notified the person
by mail or other means that a warrant to collect
has been issued, and the collector or his designee
exhibits a copy of the said warrant to collect, or
delivers a copy thereof to the taxpayer, or leaves it
at his last and usual place of abode, or of business,
said collector or his designee may request a hear-
ing in the district court having jurisdiction. Upon
such request for hearing, the court may issue a
summons, requiring said person to appear at a
time and place named therein and submit to an
examination on oath relative to his property and
ability to pay and as to whether the tax, interest,
charges and fees are owed. Such summons may
be served by an officer qualified to serve civil
process, including said collector or his designee, by
delivering to the debtor an attested copy thereof, or
by leaving it at his last and usual place of abode, at
least seven days before the return day thereof. If
service is not made, the court may order further
notice.
If the court finds that the debt is owed and there
is sufficient property and an ability to pay, a war-
rant to distrain or commit and take the body of
such person and commit him to jail shall issue to
the collector or his designee to serve upon said
person, according to law.
Amended by St. 1963, c. 160, § 29; St.1980, c. 64, § 4;
St.1985, c. 86.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 70, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 11.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 13.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 14.
St.1888, c. 390, § 18.
St.1893, c. 241.
St.l901,c. 408.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 26.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 27.
§ 30. Certificate of commitment
A collector who commits a person to jail pursu-
ant to a warrant to distrain or commit shall give to
the keeper thereof a certificate signed by him stat-
ing that he has committed the person for nonpay-
ment of his tax and for want of goods and chattels
whereof to make distress and setting forth the
amount said person shall pay for said tax, interest,
charges and fees.
Amended by St.1980, c. 64, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 70, § 11.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 13.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 14.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 15.
St.1888, c. 390, § 19.
St. 1889, c. 334, § 5.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 27.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 28.
§ 31. Release of imprisoned taxpayers; pro-
ceedings
The notice required by chapter two hundred and
twenty-four to be given to a creditor may be given
to any one of the assessors or to the collector of the
city or town where the tax was assessed, any of
whom may appear at the examination and do all
other things which a creditor might do upon such
supplementary proceedings. If a debtor is unable
to pay such tax, he may be discharged in the
manner provided under such proceedings.
Amended by St.1980, c. 64, § 6.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1790, c. 42, §§ 1 to 4.
R.S.1836, c. 8, §§ 48,49.
St.1857, c. 141, § 24.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 15.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 16.
St.1888, c. 390, § 20.
478
COLLECTION OF LOCAL TAXES 60 §35
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 28.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 29.
St.1927, c. 334, § 5.
§ 32. Liability of collector for taxes, etc., after
discharge
The collector shall be liable for the tax and the
charges of imprisonment of a person discharged,
unless he arrested and committed such person
within two years after the tax was committed to
him for collection, or unless he shall be exonerated
therefrom by the town to which the tax is due.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1790, c. 42, § 6.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 50.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 16.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 17.
St.1888, c. 390, § 21.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 29.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 30.
St.1928, c. 12.
§ 33. Aiding collector
A collector who is resisted or impeded in the
exercise of the duties of his office may require any
suitable person to aid him.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1782, c. 61, § 1.
St.1785, c. 70, § 9.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 6.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 17.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 18.
St.1888, c. 390, § 22.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 30.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 31.
§ 34. Warrants; release after service; rearrest
If a tax assessed upon a person remains unpaid
for fourteen days after demand therefor, a warrant
to collect shall issue, and, thereafter, a warrant to
distrain or commit may issue pursuant to section
twenty-nine; but a collector or his designee to
whom the court issues the warrant to distrain or
commit may request that the court suspend the
commitment of the taxpayer for a period of time
not exceeding fourteen days and after such time if
that person has not paid his tax, with all fees and
charges due thereon, including the fee for service
of said warrant and travel as provided by section
fifteen, said officer shall then arrest said person on
the aforesaid warrant, and commit him to the jail
of the county where he makes the arrest or of the
county wherein the city or town in which the tax is
payable lies. The warrant shall run throughout the
commonwealth, and any officer to whom it is di-
rected as aforesaid may serve it and apprehend the
person in any county.
Amended by St.1947, c. 313; St.1980, c. 64, § 7.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 70, § 5.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 14.
St. 1842, c. 34.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 18.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 19.
St.1888, c. 390, § 23.
St.1889, c. 334, § 6.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 31.
St.1908, c. 99, § 1.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 32.
St.1913, c. 237.
St.1919, c. 12.
St. 1931, c. 409, § 1.
§ 34A. Bond; release of delinquent taxpayer
from custody
A person shall not be committed to jail for the
non-payment of a tax, nor shall a person so com-
mitted be further detained therein, if he gives to the
collector or to the officer charged with the service
of the collector's warrant a bond running to the
collector sufficient in amount to cover the amount
of the tax and all interest and other charges and
fees which are or may become due thereon, condi-
tioned to pay the same to the collector or officer
within thirty days thereafter or within such further
time as the collector or officer may fix, and with
such surety or sureties as the collector or officer or
a master in chancery may approve. A person shall
not be committed for such non-payment until he
has been given a reasonable time to procure such a
bond.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l931,c. 409, § 2.
§ 35. Actions against delinquent taxpayers
If a tax which has been committed to a collector
remains unpaid after it has become due and pay-
able, it may be recovered in an action of contract
or in any other appropriate action, suit or proceed-
ing brought by the collector either in his own name
or in the name of the town against the person
assessed for such tax.
Amended by St.1938, c. 150, § 2; St.1946, c. 251, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1789, c. 4.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 15.
St. 1859, c. 171.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 19.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 20.
St.1888, c. 390, § 24.
St.1889, c. 334, § 7.
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R.L.1902, c. 13, § 32.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 33.
§ 36. Collection from decedents' estates
If a person assessed for a tax dies or becomes
insolvent before the payment thereof, or if a tax is
assessed upon the estate of a deceased person, the
executor, administrator or assignee shall, if a de-
mand has been made on him therefor, forthwith on
receipt of any money applicable to the payment of
the tax, pay the same, and in default shall be
personally liable therefor as for his own tax.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1848, c. 235.
St.l852,c. 234.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 20.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 21.
St.1888, c. 390, § 25.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 33.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 34.
§ 37. Lien of taxes on land; duration; sale;
title
Taxes assessed upon land, including those as-
sessed under sections twelve, thirteen and fourteen
of chapter fifty-nine, shall with all incidental
charges and fees be a lien thereon from January
first in the year of assessment. Except as provided
in section sixty-one, such lien shall terminate at the
expiration of three years and six months from the
end of the fiscal year for which such taxes were
assessed, if in the meantime the estate has been
alienated and the instrument alienating the same
has been recorded, otherwise it shall continue until
a recorded alienation thereof, but if while such lien
is in force a tax sale or taking is made, and the
deed or instrument of taking has been duly record-
ed within sixty days, but the sale or taking is
invalid by reason of any error or irregularity in the
proceedings subsequent to the assessment, the lien
and also the lien or liens for any subsequent taxes
or charges which have been added to the tax title
account under authority of section sixty-one shall
continue for ninety days after a surrender and
discharge under section forty-six or a release, no-
tice or disclaimer under sections eighty-two to
eighty-four, inclusive, has been duly recorded, or
for ninety days after the sale or taking has been
finally adjudged invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction. If at any time while a lien established
by this section is in force, a sale or taking cannot in
the opinion of the collector be legally made be-
cause of any federal or state law or because of any
injunction or other action of, or proceeding in, any
federal or state court or because of the action of
any administrative body, the lien, if the statement
provided for in section thirty-seven A is filed, shall
continue as provided in said section thirty-seven A,
subject, however, to any lawful action under any
paramount authority conferred by the constitution
or laws of the United States or the constitution of
the commonwealth. Said taxes, if unpaid for four-
teen days after demand therefor, may, with said
charges and fees, be levied by sale or taking of the
real estate, if the lien or liens thereon have not
terminated. No tax title and no item included in a
tax title account shall be held to be invalid by
reason of any error or irregularity which is neither
substantial nor misleading, whether such error or
irregularity occurs in the proceedings of the collec-
tor or the assessors or in the proceedings of any
other official or officials charged with duties in
connection with the establishment of such tax title
or the inclusion of such item in the tax title ac-
count.
Amended bv St.1933, c. 254, § 53; St.1933, c. 325, § 1
St.1934, c. 131, § 2; St.1934, c. 169; St.1935, c. 269
St.1936, c. 146; St.1941, c. 84, § 1; St. 1943, c. 478, § 1
St.1976, c. 322; St.1996, c. 375, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1830, c. 151, § 9.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 18.
St.1856, c. 239, § 1.
St.1859, c. 118, §§ 1,2.
G.S.1860, c. 12, §§ 22,23.
St.1878, c. 266, § 14.
St.l881,c. 304, § 4.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 24,25.
St.1888, c. 390, §§ 30,31.
St.1889, c. 334, § 9.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 35.
St.1909, c. 440, § 2.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 36.
St.1914, c. 198, § 2.
St.1918, c. 257, § 46.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 37A. Sales, etc., that cannot be legally made;
statements by collectors
If at any time while a lien established by section
thirty-seven of this chapter or under chapter eighty
or chapter eighty-three is in force, a sale or taking
cannot in the opinion of the collector be legally
made because of any federal or state law or be-
cause of any injunction or other action of, or pro-
ceeding in, any federal or state court or because of
the action of any administrative body, the collector
may file with the register of deeds for record or
registration, as the case may be, a statement recit-
ing that the statement is filed pursuant to this
section to continue, until abatement or payment,
the lien for a tax or assessment in an amount
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stated, which need not include accrued interest and
costs, assessed for a year or on a date specified to a
person or persons named upon an estate described.
The statement shall also recite the reason why, in
the opinion of the collector, a sale or taking cannot
then be legally made; but any error or omission in
the recitation of such reason shall not affect the
validity of such statement. The filing of such state-
ment for record or registration shall operate to
extend the time within which a sale or taking may
lawfully be made by continuing until payment or
abatement of the lien for such tax or assessment
and all assessments or portions thereof, rates and
charges of every nature which have been added to
or become a part thereof; but the filing of such
statement shall not discharge the collector from
liability upon his bond for failure to collect such
tax, assessment or portion thereof, rate or charge,
and the collector shall proceed to sell or take the
land within six months after he first gets notice
that the disability has been removed. The collector
at any time may, and upon the payment or abate-
ment of the tax to which such statement relates
shall, file a renunciation of all rights under such
statement; and the provisions relative to the recor-
dation of such statement shall apply to the recorda-
tion of such renunciation.
Added by St. 1943, c. 478, § 2. Amended by St.1960, c.
421, § 2; St.1981, c. 303.
§ 37B. Certification of amounts necessary for
taking land under Sec. 37
The collector of taxes shall certify in writing to
the board of assessors the amounts necessary for
the taking of land under the provisions of section
thirty-seven. The board of assessors shall include
the amounts so certified in computing the amount
to be raised under the provisions of section twenty-
three of chapter fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1 977, c. 176, § 1.
§ 38. Mortgagees; notice requiring demand for
payment
If a mortgagee of land situated in the place of his
residence, before July first of the year in which the
tax is assessed, gives written notice to the collector
that he holds a mortgage on land, with a descrip-
tion of the land, the demand for payment shall be
made on the mortgagee instead of the mortgagor.
Amended by St.1933, c. 254, § 54; St. 1933, c. 325, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1848, c. 166, § 1.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 24.
P s.1882, c. 12, § 26.
St.1888, c. 390, § 32.
St. 1889, c. 334, § 10.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 36.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 37.
§ 39. Service of tax notice; designating place
II a mortgagee or an owner of land causes a
notice, designating a place in the town where such
land lies at which all papers relative to taxes on
such land which are to be served on him may be
left, to be recorded in January of any year in the
olfice oi the clerk of such town and, during said
month, to be delivered to the collector thereof, the
collector shall serve at such place any notice, de-
mand for payment or other paper relating to the
taxes on such land which is to be served by him.
The collector shall not advertise the sale of such
land for two months after the time of a demand so
made.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1794, c. 68, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 8, §§ 20, 21.
St. 1848, c. 166, § 2.
G.S.1860, c. 12, §§ 25,26.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 27,28.
St.1888, c. 390, §§ 33, 34.
St. 1889, c. 334, § 11.
St. 1899, c. 425, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 37.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 38.
§ 40. Notice of sale; contents
The collector shall give notice by publication of
the time and place of sale of land for nonpayment
of taxes. Such notice shall contain a substantially
accurate description of the several rights, lots or
divisions of the land to be sold, which shall be
furnished to the collector by the assessors upon
demand of the collector, the amount of the tax
assessed on each, and the names of all owners
known to the collector. Such notice of the sale of
the undivided real estate of a deceased person
assessed to his heirs or devisees or assessed in
general terms to his estate shall contain the names
of all the heirs or devisees interested in such real
estate, if the probate records of the county where
the land lies disclose their identity.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 70, § 7.
R.S.1836, c. 8, §§ 24,25.
St.1848, c. 166, § 3.
G.S.1860, c. 12, §§ 28,29.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 30, 31.
St.1888, c. 390, §§ 35,36.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 38.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 39.
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St. 1913, c. 255.
St. 1920, c. 270.
§ 41. Description in case of change of local
name
If land to be sold is situated in a town the name
of which has been changed by law within three
years preceding the sale, the collector shall desig-
nate such town in his notices of the sale by both its
former and existing name.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 70, § 7.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 26.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 31.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 33.
St. 1888,c. 390, § 38.
R.L.1902,c. 13, § 39.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 40.
§ 42. Notice of sale; posting
The collector shall, fourteen days before the sale,
post a notice similar to that required by section
forty in two or more convenient and public places.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 164, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 70, § 7.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 27.
St.1848, c. 166, § 4.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 30.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 32.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 37.
St. 1889, c. 334, § 12.
St.l901,c. 108.
R.L.I 902, c. 13, § 40.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 41.
§ 43. Conduct of sale, etc.
If the taxes are not paid, the collector shall, at
the time and place appointed for the sale, sell by
public auction, for the amount of the taxes and
interest, if any, and necessary intervening charges,
the smallest undivided part of the land which will
bring said amount, or the whole for said amount, if
no person offers to take an undivided part; and
shall at such sale require of the purchaser an
immediate deposit of such sum as he considers
necessary to insure good faith in payment of the
purchase money, and, on failure of the purchaser
to make such deposit forthwith, the sale shall be
void and another sale may be made as provided in
this chapter. The word "taxes", as used in the
provisions of this and the following sections of this
chapter relating to collection by sale or taking of
any parcel of land shall, so far as pertinent, include
all taxes, assessments or portions thereof, rates and
charges of every nature which constitute a lien
upon such parcel and which have lawfully been
placed upon the annual tax bill of a municipality or
of a district wholly or partly located within its
limits. The collector, on behalf of such municipali-
ty and district or either of them, shall make a single
sale or taking of any parcel of land for all unpaid
taxes as so defined. If the municipality purchases
or takes the land in such case, the proceeds re-
ceived upon redemption of the tax title or upon a
sale following foreclosure of the right of redemp-
tion shall be applied first to taxes assessed on
account of the municipality under chapter fifty-
nine, including interest thereon, and all costs,
charges and terms of redemption in any way result-
ing from such sale or taking, second to any district
taxes, including interest thereon, in the order in
which they were committed to the collector, and
the balance to other assessments or portions there-
of, rates and charges, including interest thereon, in
the order in which they were committed to the
collector.
Amended by St. 1932, c. 54, § 2; St. 1935, c. 183;
St. 1935, c. 236.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 70, § 7.
R.S.1836, c. 8, §§ 28, 29.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 33.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 35.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 40.
St. 1900, c. 376.
R.L.1902,c. 13, § 41.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 42.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 48.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St. 1923, c. 377, § 7.
§ 44. Adjournment
The collector may adjourn the sale from time to
time not exceeding seven days in all, and shall give
notice of every adjournment by a public declara-
tion thereof at the time and place appointed for the
sale.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 30.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 34.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 37.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 42.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 42.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 43.
§ 45. Collector's deed; contents; effect
The collector shall execute and deliver to the
purchaser a deed of the land, stating the cause of
sale, the price for which the land was sold, the
name of the person on whom the demand for the
tax was made, the places where the notices were
posted, the name of the newspaper in which the
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advertisement of the sale was published, and the
residence of the grantee, and shall contain a war-
ranty that the sale has in all particulars been con-
ducted according to law. The deed shall convey
the land to the purchaser, subject to the right of
redemption. The title thus conveyed shall, until
redemption or until the right of redemption is
foreclosed as hereinafter provided, be held as secu-
rity for the repayment of the purchase price, with
all intervening costs, terms imposed for redemp-
tion and charges, with interest thereon, and the
premises conveyed, both before and after either
redemption or foreclosure, shall also be subject to
and have the benefit of all easements and restric-
tions lawfully existing in, upon or over said land or
appurtenant thereto, and, except as provided in
section seventy-seven, all covenants and agree-
ments running with said premises either at law or
in equity, when so conveyed. Such deed shall not
be valid unless recorded within sixty days after the
sale. If so recorded it shall be prima facie evi-
dence of all facts essential to the validity of the title
thereby conveyed, whether the deed was executed
on or before as well as since July first, nineteen
hundred and fifteen. No sale hereafter made shall
give to the purchaser any right to possession of the
land until the right of redemption is foreclosed, as
hereinafter provided.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 325, § 4; St. 1937, c. 209;
St. 1938, c. 339, § 1; St.1971, c. 716, § 2; St. 1973, c.
1215, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 70, § 7.
R.S.I 836, c. 8, § 31.
St. 1848, c. 166, § 5.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 35.
P.S.1882.C. 12, § 38.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 43.
St.l901,c. 197, 519.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 43.
St.1902, c. 423.
St.1905, c. 193.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 44.
St.l911,c. 370.
St. 1915. c. 237, § 1.
St.1918, c. 257, § 49.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St. 1931, c. 356, § 1.
§ 46. Defective titles; reimbursement of pur-
chasers; reassessment
If it subsequently appears that, by reason of an
error, omission or informality in the assessment or
the sale, the purchaser has no claim upon the
property sold, he may within six months after the
date of the deed, offer by writing given to the
collector to surrender and discharge his deed or to
assign and transfer to the town all his right, title
and interest in the premises, as the collector shall
elect. Such offer shall contain a specific statement
of the reason why the holder has no claim on the
land sold, with the evidence on which he relies,
and if such evidence consists of any public record
or of facts shown therein, such offer shall contain a
specific reference thereto. Upon such surrender
and discharge or assignment and transfer, the town
shall pay to the purchaser the amount which he
paid, with interest at the rate of eight per cent per
annum, which payment shall be in full for all
damages for any delects in the proceedings or
under the warranty in such deed. No town and no
treasurer or collector thereof shall pay or be liable
for any amount due under this section unless such
statement is filed.
Upon such payment except in case an assign-
ment and transfer is given to the town, the collec-
tor shall cause a surrender and discharge of the tax
title deed to be recorded in the proper registry of
deeds; and thereupon, if the error, omission or
informality by reason of which it appears that the
purchaser has no claim upon the property sold
occurred in the assessment of the tax or assess-
ment, the collector shall notify the board by which
the tax or assessment was laid, which shall forth-
with reassess it as provided in section seventy-
seven of chapter fifty-nine, and if it occurred in the
proceedings of the collector, he shall forthwith
proceed to collect the unpaid tax or assessment in
conformity to law.
Amended by St. 1 934, c. 1 3 1
,
§ 1
.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1862, c. 183, § 6.
St. 1878, c. 266, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 39.
Sl.1882, c. 243, § 3.
St. 1888, c. 390, §§ 44,47.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 44.
St. 1909, c. 259.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 45.
St. 1 912, c. 390.
§ 47. Tax title owners; filing required state-
ments
Whoever has a title to land under a sale for non-
payment of taxes or other assessment and is a
resident of the town where such land lies shall file
with the treasurer thereof and in the registry of
deeds a statement of his residence and place of
business, with the street and number, if any. Such
person, who is not a resident of such town or who
removes therefrom, shall appoint an agent residing
therein, or in the town where the tax deed is
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recorded, authorized to release such land. He
shall also file the statement above required in
which he shall also state the name of such agent
and his residence and place of business, with the
street and number, if any. Whenever a person
holding a tax title changes his residence or place of
business or agent, he shall file a new certificate.
Tender of payment to, and service of process upon,
such agent shall be a sufficient tender to, or service
upon, the holder of such tax title.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1882, c. 243, §§ 1, 2.
St. 1888, c. 390, §§ 45,46.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 45.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 46.
§ 48. Insufficient bids; municipality as pur-
chaser; collector's duties
If at the time and place of sale no person bids for
the land offered for sale an amount equal to the tax
and charges, and if the sale has been adjourned
one or more times, the collector shall then and
there make public declaration of the fact; and, if
no bid equal to the tax and charges is then made,
he shall give public notice that he purchases for the
town by which the tax is assessed said land as
offered for sale at the amount of the tax and the
charges and expenses of the levy and sale. Said
amount, together with the cost of recording the
deed of purchase, shall be allowed him in his
settlement with such town, provided he has caused
the deed to be duly recorded within sixty days after
the purchase and to be delivered to the town trea-
surer.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 325, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1862, c. 183, §§ 1, 5.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 40.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 48.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 46.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 47.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 50.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St.1927, c. 126, § 1.
§ 49. Purchase price unpaid; validity of sale
If the purchaser fails to pay the collector within
twenty days after the sale the amount bid by him,
the sale shall be void, and the town shall be
deemed to be the purchaser of the land, under the
preceding section.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1862, c. 183, § 3.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 41.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 49.
St.1889, c. 334, § 13.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 47.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 48.
§ 50. Municipalities as purchasers; deeds; tax
title accounts; foreclosures
If the town becomes the purchaser, the deed to
it, in addition to the statements required by section
forty-five, shall set forth the fact that no sufficient
bid was made at the sale or that the purchaser
failed to pay the amount bid, as the case may be,
and shall confer upon such town the rights and
duties of an individual purchaser. Every such
deed and every instrument of taking described in
section fifty-four shall be in the custody of the town
treasurer, and there shall be set up on the books of
the town, whether kept by the treasurer or other-
wise, a separate account of each parcel of land
covered by any such deed or instrument, to which
shall be charged the amount stated in the deed or
instrument, the cost of recording the same, and,
upon certification in accordance with section sixty-
one, all uncollected taxes assessed to such parcel
for any year subsequent to that for the taxes for
which such parcel was purchased or taken, with all
legal costs and charges thereon, including interest
accrued up to the date of such certification, until
redemption, foreclosure or assignment. The tax
title account hereby required to be kept, or a duly
authenticated copy thereof, shall be prima facie
evidence of all facts essential to the determination
of the amount necessary for redemption. The town
treasurer shall institute proceedings for foreclosure
as soon as such proceedings are authorized by
sections sixty-two and sixty-five. The commission-
er may at his discretion institute proceedings in the
name of the treasurer in the event that such pro-
ceedings are not instituted by the treasurer. Any
expense incurred by the commissioner hereunder
shall be assessed against the city or town and
collected in the same manner as expenses for audit-
ing municipal accounts under the provisions of
section forty-one of chapter forty-four.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 6; St.1935, c. 414, § 1;
St.1936, c. 93, § 2; St. 1941, c. 319, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1862, c. 183, §§ 2,4.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 42,43.
St. 1888, c. 390, §§ 50, 51.
St.1889, c. 334, § 14.
R.L.1902, c. 13, §§ 48, 52.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, §§ 49, 53.
St.1918, c. 257, § 51.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St.1927, c. 126, § 2.
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§ 50A. Municipalities; land held under tax
sales; protecting interests
In the event of the filing of a certificate under
clause (38) of section five of chapter forty in re-
spect to any particular real estate held by a town
under a purchase or taking for non-payment of
taxes, the collector shall make a written demand
upon the owner of record thereof requiring that he
take certain specified action to preserve, care for or
maintain the same or protect by insurance or oth-
erwise the town's interest therein, within a period
fixed in the demand the expiration of which, except
in case of emergency, shall be not earlier than
seventy-two hours after the date on which the ser-
vice of said demand is completed. Said demand
shall be served upon such owner of record by
mailing the same to him at his last known resi-
dence or place of business, postage prepaid, and by
posting a copy thereof upon such real estate. In
default of action in compliance with such demand,
the town may proceed to take the specified action
and the expenses incurred on account thereof shall
be included in the tax title account for such real
estate and be treated in all respects as part of the
legal costs and charges of collection.
Added by St. 1 934, c. 154, § 2.
§ 50B. Municipalities; foreclosure proceed-
ings; appropriations
Every city or town shall include in its annual
budget the amount estimated by its treasurer as the
amount necessary for land court proceedings for
tax title foreclosure; provided, that the amount so
included shall be not less than eighty dollars for
each tax title ripe for foreclosure held by said city
or town as security for the payment of taxes involv-
ing property having a current assessed valuation in
excess of one thousand dollars.
If in any year the amount so estimated is not
included in the budget as finally passed the treasur-
er shall certify in writing to the assessors such
portion of the amount estimated in accordance
with the preceding paragraph as has not been
provided and the assessors shall raise in the assess-
ment for such year the amount certified to them by
the treasurer and thereupon said amount shall be
added to the treasurer's appropriation and may be
expended by said treasurer for necessary land
court proceedings for tax title foreclosure.
Added by St. 1946, c. 185. Amended by St. 1977, c. 66.
§ 51. Several parcels of small value; sale to-
gether
If unimproved and unoccupied land does not
exceed four thousand square feet in area, or is laid
out in lots or parcels no one of which exceeds such
area, and the taxes unpaid for any one year do not
exceed fifty cents on such land, or on any such lot
or parcel thereof, the collector may give notice of
the sale by publication of an advertisement stating
the name of the owner of record of each lot on
January first of the year of assessment, the tax due
thereon and the number of such lot on a street,
way or plan, without further description thereof.
The collector may convey in one deed to the same
purchaser or convey to the town any number of the
lots so advertised and sold, and said deed shall
state the name of said owner of record of each lot
conveyed therein, on January first of said year, the
amount of the taxes and costs due for each lot, and
the number on the street, way or plan of each lot
respectively, and need contain no further descrip-
tion of the lot, owner or amount due. The cost of
the sale shall be apportioned equally among all the
lots sold, and the cost of the deed shall be appor-
tioned equally among all the lots conveyed thereby.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 55.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1894, c. 537, §§ 1 to 4.
R.L.1902, c. 13, §§ 49 to 51.
St. 1909, c. 440, § 2.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, §§ 50 to 52.
St.1914, c. 198, § 2.
St. 1915, c. 237, § 24.
§ 52. Management and sale of land acquired
for taxes
Cities and towns may make regulations for the
possession, management and sale of land pur-
chased or taken for taxes, not inconsistent with
law, regulations promulgated by the department of
revenue or the right of redemption. The treasurer
of any city or town holding 1 or more tax titles may
assign and transfer such tax title or titles, individu-
ally or bundled, to the highest bidder after a public
auction, after having given 14 days' notice of the
time and place of such public auction by publica-
tion, which shall conform to the requirements of
section 40, and having posted such notice in 2 or
more convenient and public places in said city or
town, provided that the sum so paid for such
assignment is not less than the amount necessary
for redemption, and may execute and deliver on
behalf of the city or town any instrument necessary
therefor. The treasurer shall send notice of the
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intended assignment to the owner of record of each
parcel at his last known address not less than 10
days prior to the assignment, but failure to receive
such notice shall not affect the validity of the as-
signment. The instrument of assignment shall be
in a form approved by the commissioner and shall
be recorded within 60 days from its date and if so
recorded shall be prima facie evidence of all facts
essential to its validity. The instrument of assign-
ment shall, for each parcel assigned thereunder,
state the amount for which the tax title on the
parcel could have been redeemed on the date of the
assignment, separately stating for each parcel the
principal amount and the total interest accrued
until the date of assignment. The principal
amount shall be the sum of the amounts for which
the parcel was taken and amounts subsequently
certified under section 61. Except as hereinafter
otherwise provided, all provisions of law applicable
in cases where the original purchaser at a tax sale
is another than the city or town shall thereafter
apply in the case of such an assignment, as if the
assignee had been a purchaser for the original sum
at the original sale or at a sale made at the time of
the taking and had paid to the city or town the
subsequent taxes and charges included in the sum
paid for the assignment. Any extension of the time
within which foreclosure proceedings may not be
instituted granted by a city or town treasurer prior
to assignment shall be binding upon the assignee.
Amended by St.1936, c. 392, § 1; St.1973, c. 249;
St.2004, c. 295, § 6, eff. Nov. 1 1, 2004.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l862,c. 183, §§ 2, 4.
P.S.1882,c. 12, § 43.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 51.
St. 1889, c. 334, § 14.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 52.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 53.
St.1918, c. 257, § 51.
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2.
St.1927, c. 126, § 3.
§ 53. Taking for taxes; notice
If a tax on land is not paid within fourteen days
after demand therefor and remains unpaid at the
date of taking, the collector may take such land for
the town, first giving fourteen days' notice of his
intention to exercise such power of taking, which
notice may be served in the manner required by
law for the service of subpoenas on witnesses in
civil cases or may be published, and shall conform
to the requirements of section forty. He shall also,
fourteen days before the taking, post a notice so
conforming in two or more convenient and public
places.
Whenever the collector of taxes of a city or town
shall have taken land therein he may, in the name
and on behalf of said city or town, take immediate
possession of such land and, until the tax title so
acquired is redeemed, collect the rent and other
income from such land, which rent and income,
after the payment therefrom of all necessary ex-
penses in the care, repair and management of such
land, shall be applied on account of the taxes,
assessments, rates, charges, interest and costs due
said city or town on said land, with any balance
remaining being paid to the person otherwise enti-
tled thereto. Upon petition of any person having a
right to redeem such tax title, the superior court
for the county within which the land lies, if it
adjudges justice and the circumstances so warrant,
may, upon such terms as it shall deem equitable,
enjoin a taking of possession under this section or
command the surrender of a possession taken.
Neither said city or town nor any of its officers,
agents or employees shall be liable or accountable
to the owner or to any other person having an
interest in such land for failure to collect rent or
other income therefrom; and neither said city or
town nor any of its officers, agents or employees
shall be liable for injury or damage caused by the
possession of land under the section to such land
or to the person or property of any person.
Amended by St.1933, c. 164, § 3; St.1970. c. 85.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1878, c. 266, § 5.
St. 1881, c. 304, § 4.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 44.
St.1888, c. 390, § 52.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 53.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 54.
§ 54. Instrument of taking; form; contents; ef-
fect
The instrument of taking shall be under the hand
and seal of the collector and shall contain a state-
ment of the cause of taking, a substantially accu-
rate description of each parcel of land taken, the
name of the person to whom the same was as-
sessed, the amount of the tax thereon, and the
incidental expenses and costs to the date of taking.
Such an instrument of taking shall not be valid
unless recorded within sixty days of the date of
taking. If so recorded it shall be prima facie
evidence of all facts essential to the validity of the
title so taken, whether the taking was made on or
before as well as since July first, nineteen hundred
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and fifteen. Title to the land so taken shall there-
upon vest in the town, subject to the right of
redemption. Such title shall, until redemption or
until the right of redemption is foreclosed as here-
inafter provided, be held as security for the repay-
ment of said taxes with all intervening costs, terms
imposed for redemption and charges, with interest
thereon, and the premises so taken, both before
and after either redemption or foreclosure, shall
also be subject to and have the benefit of all ease-
ments and restrictions lawfully existing in, upon or
over said land or appurtenant thereto, and, except
as provided in section seventy-seven, all covenants
and agreements running with said premises either
at law or in equity, when so taken.
Amended by St.1933, C. 325, § 7; St.1938, c. 339, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1878, c. 266, § 5.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 46.
St.1888, c. 390, § 54.
St. 1892, c. 109, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 54.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 55.
St. 1915, c.237, § 2.
St.1925, c. 241, § 4.
St.l931,c. 356, § 2.
§ 55. Fees for taking
If land has been so taken there shall be allowed
to the collector and added to the tax the charges
and fees fixed by section fifteen, and also the cost
of recording the instrument of taking, provided he
has caused such instrument to be duly recorded
within sixty days after the taking and to be deliv-
ered to the town treasurer.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 8.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1878, c. 266, § 13.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 47.
St.1888, c. 390, § 55.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 55.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 56.
St.1927, c. 126, § 4.
§ 56. Taking in name of one of several owners;
extent of taking
The assessment, sale or taking may be made in
the name of one or more of the record owners at
the date of assessment, and if so made, shall,
subject to section forty-three, be deemed to be in
the name of the owner thereof. Every such sale or
taking shall be of the whole estate and not of the
undivided interest of any joint owner thereof.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l881,c. 303, § 4.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 48.
St.1888, c. 390, § 56.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 56.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 57.
§ 57. Affidavit of collector, etc.; evidence
The affidavit of the collector, deputy collector or
disinterested person reciting the proceedings re-
quired by law in the sale of land for taxes, with
copies of the advertisement and notices annexed
thereto, recorded within three months after such
sale in the registry of deeds, shall be competent
evidence of demand, notice and service.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1794, c. 68.
R.S.1836, c. 8, §§ 22, 23.
G.S.1860, c. 12, §§ 27, 32.
St.1878, c. 266, § 5.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 34, 45.
St.1888, c. 390, §§ 39, 53.
St. 1892, c. 109, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 57.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 58.
§ 57A. Payment by check not duly paid; penal-
ty
If any check in payment of any tax, interest,
penalty, fee or other charge imposed under chap-
ters fifty-nine to sixty-one A, inclusive, or chapter
eighty or for any other municipal service rendered
is not duly paid there may, in addition to any other
penalties provided by law, be paid as a penalty by
the person who tendered such check, upon notice
and demand by the city or town tax collector, in
the same manner as the tax or other amount to
which the check relates, an amount equal to one
percent of the amount of such check; provided,
however, that if the amount of such check is less
than two thousand five hundred dollars, the penal-
ty under this section shall be twenty-five dollars.
Any person upon whom such a penalty is imposed
may appeal to the commissioner who shall abate
the same if he determines that such person ten-
dered such check in good faith and with reasonable
cause to believe that it would be paid.
Added by St.1979, c. 282. Amended by St.1989, c. 432.
§ 58. Payments by mortgagee; addition to debt
If the whole or any portion of a tax on land
remains unpaid after it is due, the holder of a
mortgage upon the land may pay to the collector
such amount as is due and unpaid, with the ac-
crued charges and expenses; and the amount so
paid may be added to the mortgage debt.
Amended by St.1932, c. 2; St.1939, c. 250, § 2.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1856, c. 239, § 2.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 39.
St.1878, c. 266, § 14.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 52.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 60.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 62.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 63.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 54.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 59. Payments by mortgagors or mortgagees
If a tax on land is assessed to a mortgagor and
mortgagee separately, any part thereof remaining
unpaid on October first following its assessment
may be paid by either party. If a mortgagee pays a
tax, interest or costs thereon which by law or by
the terms of the mortgage was payable by the
mortgagor, the amount so paid shall be added to
the mortgage debt. If it is by law or by the terms
of the mortgage payable by the mortgagee, and is
paid by the mortgagor, the amount so paid shall be
deducted from the mortgage debt unless the parties
have, in writing, otherwise agreed.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 56.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l881,c. 304, § 5.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 55.
St.1888, c. 390, § 63.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 64.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 65.
§ 60. Payments by other than fee owners
If a person other than the owner of the fee
rightfully pays the taxes assessed on land to the
collector or treasurer, before a taking or sale, the
collector or treasurer shall at the request of the
person so paying give him a certificate of such
payment stating the name of the person to whom
the land is taxed, of the person paying the tax, and
a substantially accurate description of the land.
Such collector or treasurer shall charge one dollar
for each certificate so issued, and the money so
received shall be paid into the town treasury.
Such certificate being recorded in the registry of
deeds within thirty days from its date shall be
notice to all persons of such payment and of the
lien therefor. A person whose tax is paid by anoth-
er shall upon repaying the same have the same
right to recover it from the town, if illegally as-
sessed, which he would have had if the tax had
been paid by him under written protest.
Amended by St. 1945, c. 130.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1856, c. 239, §§ 1 to 3.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 41.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 54, 57.
St.1888, c. 390, §§ 62, 63,65.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 65.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 66.
§ 61. Taxes subsequent to sale or taking
Whenever a town shall have purchased or taken
real estate for payment of taxes the lien of the town
on such real estate for all taxes assessed subse-
quently to the assessment for payment of which the
estate was purchased or taken shall continue, and
it shall be unnecessary for the town to take or sell
said real estate for non-payment of said subsequent
taxes, costs and interest; and on redemption from
such taking or purchase, said subsequent taxes,
costs and interest shall be paid to the town, and the
payment shall be made a part of the terms of
redemption, except that if any of the said subse-
quent taxes have not been certified by the collector
to the treasurer to be added to the tax title account,
then redemption may be made by payment only of
the amount of the tax for which the estate was
purchased or taken and of such subsequent taxes
as shall have been so certified, together with costs
and interest. The collector shall certify to the
treasurer not later than September first of the year
following that of their assessment all subsequent
taxes which become part of the terms of redemp-
tion and the treasurer shall give him a certificate
stating that the amount or amounts have been
added to the tax title account or accounts and the
collector shall be credited as if the tax had been
paid in money. A city or town which has assigned
a tax title held by it shall, after such assignment,
have all the rights and powers to take or sell the
real estate affected thereby, for the nonpayment of
taxes, which it would have possessed had said city
or town never been the holder of said tax title.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 9; St.1934, c. 48;
St. 1936, c. 93, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1919, c. 263.
§ 61 A. Lands subject to tax titles held by mu-
nicipalities; taking for nonpayment of
taxes
Anything contained in section sixty-one to the
contrary notwithstanding, if a tax is a lien on land
only part of which is subject to a tax title or tax
titles held by the town or part of which is subject to
a tax title held by the town and the remainder of
which is subject to another tax title or tax titles
held by the town, the tax shall not be certified as
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provided in section sixty-one; but the collector
shall take the land for the nonpayment of the tax as
if no part of such land were subject to a tax title
held by the town, except that the notice prior to the
taking and the instrument of taking shall, after
describing the land, state:
—
"A portion or all of this
land is subject to a tax title or tax titles held by the
Town [or City] of ". The tax title account set
up for the tax title resulting from such a taking and
the tax title account set up for the prior tax title or
tax titles shall be cross-referenced by the treasurer;
and no tax title the account for which is so cross-
referenced shall be assigned by the town.
Added by St. 1943, c. 188.
§ 62. Land taken or sold for taxes; redemption
Any person having an interest in land taken or
sold for nonpayment of taxes, including those as-
sessed under sections twelve, thirteen and fourteen
of chapter fifty-nine, or his heirs or assigns, at any
time prior to the filing of a petition for foreclosure
under section sixty-five, if the land has been taken
or purchased by the town and has not been as-
signed, may redeem the same by paying or tender-
ing to the treasurer the amount of the tax title
account of the land being redeemed, and interest at
sixteen per cent upon the original sum for which
the land was taken or sold, from the date of sale,
and upon each sum certified in accordance with
section sixty-one, from the date of certification,
together with all charges lawfully added to the tax
title account of such land subsequently to such
taking or sale, or may redeem the same by paying
or tendering to said treasurer installments on ac-
count of the tax title account, together with the full
amount of interest, as aforesaid, to the date of
payment of the amount of the tax title account or
balance thereof remaining due at the time of such
payment, and all charges lawfully added as afore-
said until the full amount of the tax title account,
with interest as aforesaid and all such charges, is
paid. Each such instalment shall be received, re-
ceipted for, and applied toward the redemption of
the land so taken or purchased. The treasurer
upon accepting any payment hereunder may ex-
tend the time during which proceedings for the
foreclosure of all rights of redemption may not be
instituted, for a period not exceeding 2 years be-
yond the time period provided by section 65. An
extension granted hereunder shall be entered upon
the tax title account, and a written statement there-
of shall be given to the person who made the
payment.
Any such person may so redeem by paying or
tendering to a purchaser, other than the town, his
legal representatives or assigns, or to the person to
whom an assignment of a tax title has been made
by the town, at any time prior to the filing of such
petition for foreclosure, in the case of a purchaser
the original sum and intervening taxes and costs
paid by him and interest on the whole at said rate,
or in the case of an assignee of a tax title from a
town the amount stated in the instrument of assign-
ment with additional interest on the principal
amount at said rate from the date of said assign-
ment. In each case he shall also pay or tender, for
examination of title and a deed of release, not more
than $3 in the aggregate, and in addition thereto
the actual cost of recording the tax deed or evi-
dence of taking and the instrument of assignment,
if any. He may also redeem the land by paying or
tendering to the treasurer the sum which he would
be required to pay to the purchaser or to the
assignee of a tax title, with $10 additional. When
land is redeemed from a tax title held by a city or
town, the city treasurer, or acting city treasurer,
notwithstanding the provisions of the charter of his
city, or the town treasurer, as the case may be,
shall, in the name and on behalf of the city or
town, execute, acknowledge and deliver an instru-
ment, which need not be under seal, containing a
reference to the record of the tax deed or instru-
ment of taking sufficient to identify it and reciting
that the city or town acknowledges satisfaction of
the tax title account secured thereby. The instru-
ment provided for herein shall specify the year for
which, and the name of the person to whom, the
tax for which the land was sold or taken was
assessed, and shall also specify the land on which
such tax was assessed. If a person other than the
owner of the fee rightfully redeems, requesting that
he be named in the instrument, the instrument
shall include his name and, when duly recorded in
the registry of deeds of the county or district where
the land is situated, shall be notice to all persons of
such payment. If the amount so paid for redemp-
tion is paid by a holder of a mortgage on the
premises, the amount so paid may be added to the
mortgage debt. Any person redeeming land from a
tax title held by a city or town may, as a condition
of redemption, be required by the city or town
treasurer to pay to him the expense of recording
the instrument of redemption; and, when such
expense has been so paid, such treasurer shall be
deemed to be authorized to record such instrument
and shall forthwith cause the same to be filed for
record in the proper registry of deeds. No person
489
60 §62 MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
shall knowingly collect or attempt to collect for the
redemption of any such land a sum of money
greater than that authorized by this section.
If in the opinion of the treasurer, there has been
a substantial or misleading error or irregularity in
the amount of any item of water, sewer use or
municipal light rates or charges, or interest there-
on or costs relative thereto, included in a tax title
account, or in connection with the proceedings
with respect to any of them, he may accept in
redemption the amount of the tax title account less
the amount of such items, including interest there-
on after their addition to any tax under applicable
provisions of law. If in such case the tax title was
held by the city or town, said treasurer shall make
an entry in his books of the amount so deducted
and of the reason for the deduction, which shall
relieve him of further responsibility therefor. If
the tax title was held by a person other than the
city or town, the treasurer shall pay to such person
the amount of the account without deduction and
shall make a similar entry, which shall entitle him
to credit for the excess so paid.
Nothing in this section nor in sections sixty-five
to seventy-five, inclusive, shall be construed to pre-
vent the title of a person or a city or town purchas-
ing land at a sale under section seventy-nine or
eighty from becoming absolute without any foreclo-
sure proceedings under said sections sixty-five to
seventy-five, inclusive.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 10; St.1934, c. 218;
St.1935, c. 278; St.1935, c. 414, § 2; St.1936, c. 392,
§ 2; St.1938, c. 415, § 5; St.1941, c. 231; St. 1947, c.
133; St.1966, c. 263, § 1; St.1970, c. 235, § 1; St.1976,
c. 250, § 3; St.1979, c. 503, § 2; St.1980, c. 261, § 17;
St.1981, c. 340, § 1; St.2004, c. 295, § 7, eff. Nov. 11,
2004; St.2006, c. 354, §§ 1, 2, eff. Feb. 7, 2007.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 70, § 7.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 32.
St. 1848, c. 166, §§ 6, 8.
St. 1850, c. 98, §§ 1,2.
G.S.1860, c. 12, §§ 36, 37.
St. 1878, c. 266, §§ 9, 14.
St. 1879, c. 73, § 94.
St.l881,c. 304, § 4.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 49, 50.
St.1888, c. 390. §§ 57, 58.
St. 1891, c. 288.
R.L.1902, c. 13, §§ 58 to 60.
St. 1902, c. 443.
St.1905, c. 325, § 1.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, §§ 59 to 61.
St.1915, c. 237, § 16.
St.1918, c. 257, § 53.
St. 1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c.2.
St.1924, c. 3.
St. 1925, c. 51,77.
St. 1925, c. 241, § 5.
St. 1928, c. 10.
§ 62A. Municipalities; payment agreements
Municipalities may by bylaw or ordinance au-
thorize payment agreements between the treasurer
and persons entitled to redeem parcels in tax title.
Such agreements shall be for a maximum term of
no more than 5 years or such lesser period as the
ordinance or bylaw may specify and may waive not
more than 50 per cent of the interest that has
accrued on the amount of the tax title account,
subject to such lower limit as the ordinance or
bylaw may specify. An ordinance or bylaw under
this section shall provide for such agreements and
waivers uniformly for classes of tax titles defined in
the ordinance or bylaw.
Any such agreement must require a minimum
payment at the inception of the agreement of 25
per cent of the amount needed to redeem the
parcel. During the term of the agreement the
treasurer may not bring an action to foreclose the
tax title unless payments are not made in accor-
dance with the schedule set out in the agreement
or timely payments are not made on other amounts
due to the municipality that are a lien on the same
parcel.
Added by St.2004, c. 295, § 8, eff. Nov. 11, 2004.
§ 63. Payments to treasurer instead of purchas-
er; certificate of release
The treasurer shall receive money paid to him
instead of the purchaser or assignee of a tax title, if
the amount tendered equals the amount stated in
the instrument of assignment or collector's deed
plus additional interest at the rate stated in section
62 from the date of sale or assignment to the date
the treasurer receives such payment, and give to
the person paying it a certificate specifying the
amount paid, the name of the person to whom and
the real estate on which the tax was originally
assessed, and the registry of deeds and the book
and page of the records therein where the collec-
tor's deed or evidence of taking and the instrument
of assignment, if any, is recorded; and the record-
ing of the certificate in said registry shall extin-
guish all right and title acquired under the collec-
tor's deed or evidence of taking. The treasurer
shall forthwith pay over all money so paid, to the
person entitled thereto as determined by him, ex-
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cept that he shall retain $10 for the use of the town
and shall account to it therefor.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 11; St. 1936, c. 392, § 3;
St. 1970, c. 235, § 2; St.1976, c. 250, § 4; St. 1979, c.
503, § 3; St.2004, c. 295, § 8, eff. Nov. 11, 2004.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1848, c. 166, § 7.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 38.
P.S.1882.C. 12, § 51.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 59.
R.L.1902,c. 13, § 61.
St.1902, c. 443.
St.1905, c. 325, § 2.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 62.
§ 64. Absolute title after foreclosure
The title conveyed by a tax collector's deed or by
a taking of land for taxes shall be absolute after
foreclosure of the right of redemption by decree of
the land court as provided in this chapter. The
land court shall have exclusive jurisdiction of the
foreclosure of all rights of redemption from titles
conveyed by a tax collector's deed or a taking of
land for taxes, in a proceeding provided for in
sections sixty-five to seventy-five, inclusive.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 3.
§ 65. Rights of redemption; petition for fore-
closure; legal fees
Except as provided in section sixty-two, whoever
then holds the title to land acquired by a sale or
taking for taxes may bring a petition in the land
court for the foreclosure of all rights of redemption
of said land either after six months from the sale or
taking, or in case of a city or town, at any time
following the sale or taking if the buildings thereon
have been found to be abandoned property pursu-
ant to section eighty-one A, or there has been a
certification pursuant to section 81B that the re-
demption amount as determined pursuant to sec-
tion 62 exceeds the assessed value of the parcel;
provided, however, a petition for the foreclosure of
all rights of redemption may be filed at any time
following the consent in writing of the record own-
er. Such petition shall be made in the form to be
prescribed by said court and shall set forth a de-
scription of the land to which it applies, with its
assessed valuation, the petitioner's source of title,
giving a reference to the place, book and page of
record, and such other facts as may be necessary
for the information of the court. Two or more
parcels of land may be included in any petition
brought by a town, whether under a taking or as
purchaser of such title or titles, if such parcels are
in the same record ownership at the time of bring-
ing such petition. The land court in each petition
filed by a city or town may, upon motion, order the
payment of legal fees to a city or town, which
amount shall be added to the tax title account of
the land to which the right of redemption is being
foreclosed; in no event shall the legal fees awarded
exceed the actual costs incurred and the judge shall
consider the taxpayer's ability to pay said fees in
any such fee award.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 12; St.1938, c. 305;
St. 1971, c. 716, § 1; St.1973, c. 1215, § 5; St.1978, c.
345; St. 1984, c. 465, § 2; St.2002, c. 2, § 3; St.2003, c.
46, § 70, eff. July 31, 2003.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 4.
§ 66. Title examinations; notice
Upon the filing of such a petition the court shall
forthwith cause to be made by one of its official
examiners an examination of the title sufficient
only to determine the persons who may be interest-
ed in the same, and shall upon the filing of the
examiner's report notify all persons appearing to
be interested, whether as equity owners, mortgag-
ees, lienors, attaching creditors or otherwise, of the
pendency of the petition, the notice to be sent to
each by registered mail and return of receipt re-
quired, the addresses of respondents, so far as may
be ascertained, being furnished by the petitioner.
Such other and further notice by publication or
otherwise shall be given as the court may at any
time order. The notice, to be addressed "To all
whom it may concern", shall contain the name of
the petitioner, the names of all known respondents,
a description of the land and a statement of the
nature of the petition, shall fix the time within
which appearance may be entered and answer
filed, and shall contain a statement that unless the
party notified shall appear and answer within the
time fixed a default will be recorded, the petition
taken as confessed, and the right of redemption
forever barred.
Amended by St. 1935, c. 224, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 5.
§ 67. Default
After the return day fixed, to be at least twenty
days after the time of the actual issuance of notice,
the court shall, if satisfied that the notice has been
properly given, on motion of the petitioner enter an
order defaulting all persons failing to appear and
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answer, and decreeing that the petition as to them
be taken as confessed.
Amended by St.1935, c. 224, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 6.
§ 68. Answer; offer of redemption; hearing
Any person claiming an interest, on or before the
return day or within such further time as may on
motion be allowed by the court, shall, if he desires
to redeem, file an answer setting forth his right in
the land, and an offer to redeem upon such terms
as may be fixed by the court. Thereupon the court
shall hear the parties, and may in any case in its
discretion make a finding allowing the party to
redeem, within a time fixed by the court, upon
payment to the petitioner of an amount sufficient to
cover the original sum, costs, interest at the time
rate of sixteen per cent per annum and all subse-
quent taxes, cost and interest to which the petition-
er may be entitled under sections sixty-one and
sixty-two, together with the costs of the proceeding
and such counsel fee as the court deems reason-
able. The court may impose such other terms as
justice and the circumstances warrant.
If the land has been divided by sale, mortgage,
upon a petition for partition or otherwise and such
division has been duly recorded in the registry of
deeds, the court may permit redemption of any of
the portions into which the land has been divided,
upon such terms as it may deem just and equitable
toward all parties and may make a decree under
section sixty-nine barring redemption of the re-
maining portions.
Amended by St.1935, c. 224, § 3; St.1935, c. 354, § 1;
St.1935, c. 414, § 3; St.1966, c. 263, § 2; St.1970, c.
235, § 3; St.1976, c. 250, § 5; St.1979, c. 503, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 7.
St.1929, c. 207, § 1.
§ 69. Decree barring redemption; vacating de-
cree; petition
If a default is entered under section sixty-seven,
or if redemption is not made within the time and
upon the terms fixed by the court under the preced-
ing section, or if at the time fixed for the hearing
the person claiming the right to redeem does not
appear to urge his claim, or if upon hearing the
court determines that the facts shown do not entitle
him to redeem, a decree shall be entered which
shall forever bar all rights of redemption. If no
innocent purchaser for value has acquired an inter-
est, such decree may be vacated in the discretion of
the court upon petition filed by the petitioner at
any time.
Amended by St.1935, c. 224, § 4; St.1945, c. 226, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 8.
§ 69A. Decree barring redemption; time for
vacating decree entered by person
other than petitioner
No petition to vacate a decree of foreclosure
entered under section sixty-nine and no proceeding
at law or in equity for reversing or modifying such
a decree shall be commenced by any person other
than the petitioner except within one year after the
final entry of the decree if the decree is entered on
or after September first, nineteen hundred and
forty-five or within one year after said date if the
decree was entered prior to said date. If said
foreclosure petition was filed for an unoccupied or
abandoned building as set forth in sections one and
eighty-one A, or there has been a certification pur-
suant to section 8 IB that the redemption amount
as determined pursuant to section 62 exceeds the
assessed value of the parcel, no petition to vacate a
decree of foreclosure entered under section sixty-
nine and no proceedings at law or equity for re-
versing or modifying such a decree shall be com-
menced by any person other than the petitioner
except within ninety calendar days after the final
entry of the decree, or within one year of the final
entry of the decree, if the decree was entered prior
to the effective date of this section. For any decree
relating to a property which stands in the name of
a deceased person or person under guardianship or
conservatorship, a petition may be maintained for
reversal or modification of such decree up to one
year from the date of decree.
Added by St.1945, c. 226, § 2. Amended by St.1984, c.
465, § 3; St.2002, c. 2, § 4.
§ 70. Validity of title; questioning; decree of
court
If a person claiming an interest desires to raise
any question concerning the validity of such a title,
he shall do so by answer filed in the proceeding on
or before the return day, or within such further
time as may on motion be allowed by the court, or
else be forever barred from contesting or raising
the question in any other proceeding. He shall
also file specifications setting forth the matters
upon which he relies to defeat the title; and unless
such specifications are so filed, all questions of the
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validity or invalidity of the title, whether in form of
deed or proceedings relating to the sale or taking,
shall be deemed to have been waived. Upon the
filing of the specifications the court shall hear the
parties, and shall enter a decree in conformity with
the law on the facts found.
Amended by St.1935, c. 224, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915. c. 237, § 9.
§ 71. Jury trials; waiver; framing issues
Any party may claim a jury trial on or before the
return day, or within such further time as may on
motion be allowed by the court, but unless so
claimed the right to jury trial shall be deemed to be
waived. Upon such a claim issues shall be framed
therefor in accordance with the practice in the land
court.
Amended by St. 1941, c. 319, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 10.
§ 72. Questions of law reported
Questions of law may be reported by the court or
taken to the supreme judicial court for revision by
any party aggrieved, in the same manner as in
other proceedings in the land court.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 11.
§ 73. Costs and fees; deposit by petitioner
The petitioner, at the time of filing his petition,
shall deposit with the recorder a sum sufficient to
cover the costs of the proceedings as estimated by
the court, and the fees chargeable by the court as
the case proceeds shall be computed in accordance
with section thirty-nine of chapter two hundred
and sixty-two, so far as applicable, except that the
charge for examination of title shall be the actual
amount allowed the title examiner by the court.
The money paid into court as aforesaid by the
petitioner shall be disbursed directly by the record-
er for necessary expenses incurred, and the bal-
ance of fees chargeable in each finished case shall
be paid over quarterly to the commonwealth.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 12.
§ 74. Repealed, 1973, 515, Sec. 1
§ 75. Practice and procedure
Practice and procedure under sections sixty-four
to seventy-three, inclusive, sections seventy-six, sev-
enty-six A, and eighty B, not therein otherwise
provided for, shall conform as nearly as possible to
the land court practice, rules, regulations and pro-
cedure under chapter one hundred and eighty-five
insofar as the same may be applicable, except that
no memorandum stating the disposition of the case
shall be made. Notice of filing the petition shall be
recorded in the registry of deeds as provided for in
land registration proceedings, and all final decrees
shall be recorded.
Amended by St. 1936, c. 189, § 1; St. 1 973, c. 515, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 13.
§ 76. Jurisdiction of land court; petition for
redemption
In addition to its jurisdiction to allow a party to
redeem under section sixty-eight, the land court
shall have jurisdiction as to redemption in all cases
of taking or sale of land for non-payment of taxes if
relief is sought before the filing of a petition under
section sixty-five for foreclosure of the right of
redemption, and may grant such right of redemp-
tion or other relief as justice may require, fixing the
terms therefor, or may refuse the same.
Amended by St.1935, c. 318, § 1; St. 1936, c. 189, § 2;
St. 1973, c. 515, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1849, c. 213, § 2.
St.1856, c. 239, § 4.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 42.
St.1878, c. 266, § 14.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 66.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 76.
St. 1900, c. 177.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 75.
St.l905,c. 325, § 3.
St. 1908, c. 226.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 76.
St.1915, c. 237, §§ 15,26.
St.1918, c. 257, § 58.
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2.
§ 76A. Partial redemption; divided lands
If real estate has been divided by sale, mortgage,
upon a petition for partition or otherwise and such
division has been duly recorded in the registry of
deeds, and such real estate has been taken or sold
for failure to pay a tax assessed on it as a whole,
the land court, upon petition by the owner or
493
60 § 76A MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
mortgagee of any portion thereof, may, after notice
to all other persons interested in any portion of
such real estate, permit the petitioner to redeem
the portion in which he is interested, in the manner
provided by section seventy-six, upon such terms as
it may deem just and equitable both toward the
petitioner and toward such other persons.
If the plat of a proposed subdivision of land
taken or sold for failure to pay a tax assessed on it
as a whole, in any city or town having a planning
board established under section eighty-one A of
chapter forty-one, or in any other city or town
which has a board of survey and has accepted the
subdivision control law, has been approved by such
planning board or board of survey and such ap-
proval has been filed in the office of such planning
board or board of survey, or if, in any other city or
town, the plan of a proposed subdivision of land so
taken or sold has been duly recorded in the registry
of deeds, the land court, upon petition by the
owner or mortgagee of the whole of the land or any
portion thereof for redemption of any subdivision
thereof, may, after notice to all other persons inter-
ested in such land, permit the petitioner to redeem
such subdivision, in the manner provided by sec-
tion seventy-six, upon such terms as it may deem
just and equitable both toward the petitioner and
toward such other persons, provided it finds that
such redemption will not adversely affect the inter-
ests of the city or town in which such land is
situated. Such redemption may be permitted
whether the approval of the plat or the recording of
the plan was before or after said tax taking or sale.
Added by St.1935, c. 354, § 2. Amended by St.1939, c.
181; St.l953,c. 674, § 10.
§ 76B. Errors or irregularities in water, sewer
use or municipal light rates and
charges
Errors or irregularities in respect to water, sewer
use or municipal light rates and charges included
in a tax title account, including interest and costs,
or in the proceedings relating thereto, shall not
render invalid a tax title otherwise valid; but in
proceedings under sections sixty-four to seventy-six
A, inclusive, such errors or irregularities shall be
taken into consideration in fixing the terms of
redemption, whether upon petition for foreclosure
or for redemption, and the court shall specifically
indicate in any decree fixing the terms of redemp-
tion any amounts excluded from the account by
reason of such errors or irregularities. The city or
town in which the land lies shall pay to a person
holding such a tax title the amounts so indicated,
with interest at the rate of six per cent per annum
from the date of redemption and, if the city or town
fails to make such payment within three months
after written demand therefor made upon the city
or town treasurer, such person may recover the
same in an action of contract brought against the
city or town within one year after the date of
redemption. The city or town treasurer shall notify
the board or officer in charge of the water, sewer
or municipal light department of the amount so
excluded by court decree.
Added by St.1938, c. 415, § 6. Amended by St.1981, c.
340, § 2.
§ 76C. Tax titles held by towns; notice of as-
signments, redemptions or foreclo-
sures
Whenever a tax title held by a town shall be
assigned, or the land subject to a tax title so held
shall be redeemed or the right of redemption there-
under foreclosed, the treasurer shall forthwith send
written notice of the assignment, redemption or
foreclosure, as the case may be, to the collector
and, upon their request, to the assessors.
Added by St. 1945, c. 268.
§ 77. Foreclosure by municipalities; tax titles;
covenants calling for money payments
by owners
After foreclosure by a town of the rights of re-
demption under a tax title or taking, as hereinbe-
fore provided, the land shall thereafter be held and
disposed of like any land belonging to it and held
for municipal purposes, and shall not while so held
be assessed for taxes.
Before foreclosure so much of the provisions of
any covenant or agreement running with the land
as calls for the payment of money by the owner
thereof shall not be enforceable against a town
which is the owner of record of such land under a
tax title or taking, except as hereinafter provided.
After foreclosure the town while it is the owner of
record of such land may apply to the commissioner
for an extension of the time during which such
provisions shall not be enforceable against it. The
commissioner shall have the power in his discre-
tion to grant such an extension for a period not
exceeding one year from the date of the foreclo-
sure, and thereafter, from time to time, upon simi-
lar applications, may in his discretion grant similar
additional extensions. Any such extension shall be
in writing, may be recorded in the appropriate
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registry of deeds, and if so recorded within thirty
days from its date, shall be conclusive in favor of
the town. In no event, however, shall such provi-
sions calling for the payment of money be so sus-
pended and inoperative during any period in which
such town directly or indirectly in any capacity
accepts or receives the benefit of such covenant or
agreement or of any right or privilege created or
affected thereby.
Amended by St.1938, c. 339, § 3; St.1953, c. 654, § 37;
St. 1978, c. 514, § 86; St.1986, c. 557, § 69.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 237, § 18.
§ 77A. Sale by municipalities; land acquired
through foreclosure; recording deeds
In case of the sale of land acquired by a city or
town through foreclosure under any provision of
this chapter, the purchaser shall be required as a
condition of the sale to authorize the official or
officials executing the deed on behalf of the city or
town to record the same, and the expense of such
recording shall be paid by such purchaser. Such
official or officials shall cause such deed to be
recorded in the proper registry of deeds within
fifteen days after the execution thereof.
Added by St. 1 945, c. 78.
§ 77B. Management, sale, or lease by munici-
palities; land acquired through fore-
closure or under Sec. 80; notice
The mayor of any city or the selectmen of any
town which holds property acquired by foreclosure
of tax titles or acquired under section eighty may
appoint a custodian who shall have the care, custo-
dy, management and control of all property hereto-
fore or hereafter so acquired by said city or town.
The custodian shall serve during the pleasure of the
mayor or selectmen and shall receive as his com-
pensation, if any, a sum fixed by the mayor or by
the selectmen.
The custodian, acting on behalf of the city or
town, may, notwithstanding any provision of law,
ordinance or by-law inconsistent herewith, sell at
public auction any such property, first sending a
notice thereof as herein provided to the owner of
record immediately prior to the acquisition by the
city or town of the title to such property. Such
notice shall contain a description of the property to
be sold sufficient to identify it, shall state the date,
time and place appointed for the sale thereof and
the terms and conditions of such sale, and shall be
sent by registered mail to the address of such
owner as appearing upon the records of the asses-
sors of the city or town, at least fourteen days
before such sale. The custodian shall also, not less
than fourteen days before such appointed date,
post a similar notice in two or more convenient
and public places in the city or town. Failure to
send or to post a notice as herein provided, or any
insufficiency in the notice sent or posted, shall not
invalidate the title to any property sold hereunder.
The custodian may reject any and all bids at such
sale or any adjournment thereof if in his opinion no
bid is made which approximates the fair value of
the property, and he may adjourn the sale from
time to time for such periods as he deems expedi-
ent, giving notice thereof at the time and place
appointed for the sale or for any adjournment
thereof. After any such sale and upon payment by
the purchaser to the city or town of the amount of
a bid accepted by the custodian, the treasurer of
said city or town shall, on its behalf, execute and
deliver any instrument necessary to transfer the
title of the city or town to any such property sold
under this section. This section shall not be con-
strued to prevent a city or town from disposing of
such property under section three of chapter forty,
or in any other manner authorized by law.
Any officer or board which executes a deed to
convey property acquired by a city or town by
foreclosure of a tax title or under section eighty,
shall not execute such deed to any person unless
such person has submitted to said board or officer
a statement signed under the pains and penalties of
perjury that neither he nor any person who would
gain equity in the property as a result of such
conveyance has ever been convicted of a crime
involving the willful and malicious setting of a fire
or of a crime involving the aiding, counseling or
procuring of a willful and malicious setting of a
fire, or of a crime involving the fraudulent filing of
a claim for fire insurance; or is delinquent in the
payment of real estate taxes to the city or town in
which the property is being sold, or if delinquent,
that a pending application for abatement of such
tax, or a pending petition before the appellate tax
board or the county commissioners has been filed
in good faith. If there is more than one grantee of
such deed, each grantee must file such statement,
and no such deed shall be valid unless it contains a
recitation that the board or officer granting the
deed has received such statement.
If the custodian is of the opinion that a sale of
any such property is not immediately practicable,
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the custodian, acting on behalf of the city or town,
may, subject to the approval of the mayor or the
selectmen, notwithstanding any provision of law,
ordinance or by-law inconsistent herewith, lease
such property for a term not exceeding three years,
and may on behalf of the city or town execute and
deliver such lease.
The custodian, subject to appropriation, may em-
ploy one or more assistants as may be necessary
for the proper performance of his duties. Such
assistants shall receive as compensation such
amounts as may be approved by the mayor or by
the selectmen.
Added by St. 1947, c. 224, § 1. Amended by St. 1985, c.
803.
§ 77C. Deeds accepted by municipalities in lieu
of foreclosure; taxes
Cities and towns, acting through their legislative
bodies, may accept a deed, in which all persons
who have an interest in title join as grantors, in
lieu of foreclosure to any parcel of land within the
city or town which meet the requirements set forth
in this section. Upon acceptance and recording of
that deed, any real estate taxes and other municipal
charges and liens shall be treated as having been
paid, and shall be accounted for by the city or town
in the same manner as if a tax title foreclosure had
been completed. The procedure provided for in
this section shall apply only to property upon
which there are no other liens or encumbrances
other than the liens of the city or town. No grant-
or under this section may purchase or otherwise
acquire from the city or town any parcel of land
acquired by the city or town under this section.
Added by St.2002, c. 2, § 5.
§ 78. Repealed, 1936, 194
§ 79. Sale without foreclosure; inquiries
After ninety days from the taking or purchase by
a town of any parcels of land for non-payment of
taxes, the commissioner may, and on written appli-
cation of the town treasurer shall, inquire into the
value of such parcels and the validity of tax titles
held thereon. As a part of such inquiry the com-
missioner shall, upon written request therefor by
any person in interest, hear such person relative to
any matter pertaining to such inquiry. If the com-
missioner is of the opinion that such parcels are of
insufficient value to meet the taxes, interest and
charges including the payment of fifty dollars to a
city or town as the legal fee for proceedings under
this section, and all subsequent taxes and assess-
ments thereon, together with the expenses of a
foreclosure under section sixty-nine, including the
payment of fifty dollars to a city or town as the
legal fee for proceedings under this section, that
none of such parcels exceeds $15,000 in value, and
that the facts essential to the validity of the tax
titles on such lands have been adequately estab-
lished, he shall make affidavit of such finding,
which shall be recorded in the registry of deeds for
the district wherein the land lies. The dollar value
of such parcels specified in the previous sentence
shall be increased every January 1 by the percent-
age increase of the Consumer Price Index for Ur-
ban Consumers prepared by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics of the United States Department of Labor
for the previous calendar year.
The commissioner may require the treasurer to
include in his application a statement under the
penalties of perjury setting forth such information
appearing in the records of the assessors and of the
collector and tending to establish the validity of the
tax titles on such parcels of land as the commis-
sioner deems meet. The statement so made, or
such portion thereof as the commissioner finds
pertinent, may be incorporated in his affidavit and,
when recorded, shall be prima facie evidence of
such facts.
Upon the recording of the affidavit the treasurer
may sell all the parcels included therein, severally
or together, at public auction to the highest bidder,
first giving notice of the time and place of sale by
publication fourteen days at least before the sale in
a newspaper published in the town, if any, other-
wise in the county and by posting a notice of the
sale in some convenient and public place in the
town fourteen days at least before the sale; provid-
ed, that the treasurer at such auction may reject
any bid which he deems inadequate. If the sale
under this section shall not be made within four
years from said taking or purchase, it shall be
made by the treasurer for the time being when he
deems best, or at once upon service on him of a
written demand by any person interested therein.
The treasurer shall execute and deliver to the high-
est bidder whose bid has not been rejected as
inadequate a deed without covenant except that the
sale has in all particulars been conducted accord-
ing to law. The purchaser shall be required as a
condition of the sale to authorize the treasurer
executing the deed on behalf of the city or town to
record the same, and the expense of such recording
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shall be paid by such purchaser. The treasurer
shall cause such deed to be recorded in the proper
registry of deeds within fifteen days after the execu-
tion thereof. Title taken pursuant to a sale under
this section shall be absolute upon the recording of
such deed of the treasurer.
If the amount received from the sale is more
than the taxes, interest and charges including the
payment of fifty dollars to a city or town as the
legal fee for proceedings under this section, and
subsequent taxes and assessments, on all lands
included in the sale, together with the expenses
thereof, the balance shall be deposited with the
town treasurer to be paid to the person entitled
thereto if demanded within five years, otherwise it
shall enure to the town. If such surplus results
from the sale of several parcels for a lump sum, it
shall be held as aforesaid for the several owners in
proportion to the prices at which the several par-
cels were originally taken or purchased by the
town.
The treasurer shall include the payment of fifty
dollars to a city or town as the legal fee for pro-
ceedings under this section and said amount shall
be added to the tax title account of the land being
sold at public auction and shall be included in the
amount due for redemption if redemption is made
prior to said sale.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 14; St.1935, c. 173, § 1;
St.1941, c. 594, § 1; St. 1963, c. 201; St. 1966, c. 114,
§ 1; St.1968, c. 157; St.1968, c. 353, § 1; St.1973, c.
1215, § 6; St. 1979, c. 162, §§ 1, 2; St.1979, c. 451;
St.1985, c. 89; St.2000, c. 159, § 118; St.2002, c. 2,
§§ 6, 7.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l915,c. 56, § 1.
St.1915, c. 237, § 2.
St.1918, c. 257, § 52.
St. 1919, c. 5.
Si. 1920, c. 2.
St.1925, c. 241, § 6.
St.l931,c. 79, § 1.
§ 80. Lack of or inadequate bids; sales without
foreclosure
If no person bids at such a sale or if no bid
deemed adequate by the treasurer is made thereat
and if the sale has been adjourned one or more
times, the treasurer shall then and there make
public declaration of the fact, and if no bid or no
bid deemed adequate as aforesaid is then made he
shall give public notice that he purchases for the
town by which the tax is assessed; or if the person
to whom the land is sold does not within ten days
pay to the treasurer the sum bid by him the sale
shall be void and the town shall be deemed to be
the purchaser of the land. If the town becomes the
purchaser hereunder, the treasurer shall execute to
it a deed which shall set forth the fact that no bid
or no bid deemed adequate as aforesaid was made
at the sale or that the purchaser failed to pay the
amount bid, as the case may be. Such deed shall
not be valid unless recorded within sixty days after
the sale under this section; and the title of the
town to land conveyed thereby shall be absolute
upon the recording of said deed in the proper
registry of deeds within such sixty days.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 15; St.1935, c. 173, § 2;
St.1941, c. 594, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1915, c. 56, § 2.
St.1925, c. 241, § 7.
St.l931,c. 79, § 2.
§ 80A. Title to land conveyed under Sec. 79 or
Sec. 80; questioning barred
Any person, having a right of redemption or any
other interest in the land conveyed or purporting to
be conveyed under section seventy-nine or section
eighty, upon whom service of the notice of sale
provided in said section seventy-nine has been
made by registered mail, who, prior to the sale,
neither redeems the land nor brings proceedings to
enjoin the sale, shall, upon the recording of the
deed as required by said section seventy-nine or
said section eighty, be forever barred from raising
any question concerning the validity of the title
conveyed thereby, and a statement contained in the
treasurer's deed that such service has been made,
naming the persons who were served by registered
mail, shall be prima facie evidence thereof.
Added by St.1941, c. 594, § 3.
§ 80B. Title acquired under Sec. 79 or Sec. 80;
petition to establish; procedure
The holder of a title acquired under section sev-
enty-nine or eighty, whether acquired before or
after the effective date of this section, may file in
the land court a petition to establish such title by
requiring all persons who would have an interest in
the land involved except for either the petitioner's
title or his chain of title originating under section
seventy-nine or eighty to show cause why they
should not bring an action to try any claim or
claims which they may have adverse to the peti-
tioner's title arising out of the tax proceedings
upon which such title was based. The petition
shall set forth on oath the petitioner's source of
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title, giving a reference to the place, book and page
of record of the deed under section seventy-nine or
eighty upon which the petitioner relies, the descrip-
tion of the land involved which appeared in the tax
deed or instrument of taking upon which such deed
under section seventy-nine or eighty was based, the
names of all such persons known to the petitioner
and such other facts as may be necessary for the
information of the court; but the petitioner need
not allege in such petition nor show during the
hearing thereof any error or irregularity in the tax
proceedings upon which such title depends or any
other defect in such title. The petition shall be in
the alternative praying that such persons be or-
dered to show cause why they should not bring
action to try such claim or claims or, if such
persons do not appear within the time fixed or,
having appeared, disobey the lawful order of the
court to try their claim or claims, that the court
enter a decree that they be forever barred from
having or enforcing any such claim or claims ad-
versely to the petitioner, his heirs or assigns, in the
land described.
If any such persons are unascertained, not in
being, unknown or out of the commonwealth, or
cannot be actually given notice and made personal-
ly amenable to the decree of the court, they may be
made respondents and, if they are unascertained,
not in being or unknown, may be described gener-
ally, as the heirs or legal representatives of AB, or
such persons as shall become heirs, devisees or
appointees of CD, a living person, or persons
claiming under AB.
Upon the filing of the petition, the court shall
notify all such persons of the pendency of the
petition, the notice to be sent to each by registered
mail and the return of receipt to be required, the
addresses of such persons, so far as may be ascer-
tained, being furnished by the petitioner. Such
other and further notice by publication or other-
wise shall be given as the court may at any time
order. The notice, to be addressed "To all whom it
may concern", shall contain the name of the peti-
tioner, the names of all respondents named in the
petition, the description of the land, and a state-
ment of the nature of the petition, shall fix the time
within which appearance may be entered and shall
contain a statement that unless the persons notified
shall appear within the time fixed that they shall be
forever barred from having or enforcing any such
claim or claims adversely to the petitioner, his
heirs or assigns, in the land described.
If, after notice has been given and the time
limited in such notice for the appearance of the
respondents has expired, the court finds that there
are or may be respondents not actually given notice
who have not appeared, or who are minors, or
persons under disability, or unascertained, un-
known or out of the commonwealth, it may of its
own motion, or on the representation of any party,
appoint a disinterested person to act as guardian
ad litem for any such respondents. The compensa-
tion of the guardian ad litem shall be determined
by the court and paid by the petitioner.
After all the respondents have been given notice
as hereinbefore provided and after the appointment
of a guardian ad litem, if such appointment has
been made, the court may proceed as though all
respondents had been actually notified. Such peti-
tion shall be a proceeding in rem against the land,
and any decree entered as hereinafter provided
shall operate directly on the land and have the
force of a release made by or on behalf of all
respondents of all claims adverse to the petitioner's
title.
The persons so notified shall by answer show
why they should not be required to bring an action
to try such claim or claims, and the court shall
enter an appropriate decree relative to bringing
and prosecuting such action. If the persons so
notified do not appear within the time fixed or,
having appeared, disobey the lawful order of the
court to try their claim or claims, the court shall
enter a decree that they be forever barred from
having or enforcing any such claim or claims ad-
versely to the petitioner, his heirs or assigns, in the
land described; provided, that such decree shall
not be entered unless the petitioner has proved to
the court that the collector's deed or the instru-
ment of taking, as the case may be, upon which the
petitioner's title depends, was duly recorded within
the time provided therefor by law. No petition to
vacate such decree and no proceeding at law or in
equity for reversing or modifying such a decree
shall be commenced by any person except within
one year after the final entry of the decree if the
decree is entered on or after September first, nine-
teen hundred and forty-six, or within one year after
said date if the decree was entered prior to said
date.
If, as the result of a petition filed under this
section, the petitioner's title is adjudged invalid by
a court of competent jurisdiction because of errors
or irregularities in the tax proceedings upon which
it was based, the clerk, upon request, shall issue a
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certificate to that effect. The treasurer of the city
or town where the land affected by such title is
situated, upon receipt of a release by the holder of
said title of all interest which he may have under it,
together with such certificate, shall refund to such
holder the amount paid therefor but not exceeding
the amount received by the city or town.
Added by St. 1941, c. 594, § 3. Amended by St. 1946, c.
302; St.1973, c. 515, § 4; St.1989, c. 341, § 42.
§ 80C. Title to land conveyed under Sec. 79 or
Sec. 80; curing defects
When any city or town has conveyed or sold any
land under section seventy-nine or section eighty
by an instrument in writing conveying or purport-
ing to convey such land, and said instrument is
duly recorded in the registry of deeds for the dis-
trict wherein such land is situated and a period of
twenty years elapses after the instrument is accept-
ed for record, and the notice or procedure for the
taking and sale or conveyance under this chapter
or the instrument or record thereof because of a
defect, irregularity, or omission, fails to comply in
any respect with any requirement of law relating
thereto or the instrument or record thereof shall,
notwithstanding such defects, irregularities, or
omissions be effective for all purposes to the same
extent as though such notice or procedure or the
instrument or record thereof had originally not
been subject to any such defects, irregularities, or
omissions, unless within said period of twenty
years a proceeding is commenced on account of
such defect, irregularity, or omission and notice
thereof is duly recorded in said registry of deeds
and indexed and noted on the margin of said
instrument of conveyance and in the event of such
proceeding, unless relief is thereby in due course
granted.
Added by St. 1986, c. 283, § 1.
§ 81. Repealed, 1925, 241, Sec. 8
§ 81 A. Land with unoccupied buildings; in-
spection; abandonment; foreclosure
of rights of redemption
Whenever a city or town shall have purchased or
taken land for non-payment of taxes under section
forty-three or fifty-three, respectively, and the trea-
surer of said city or town has reason to believe that
the buildings located thereon are unoccupied, he
shall forthwith request the inspector of buildings,
or such other person designated by the mayor or
board of selectmen to perform the duties of the
inspector of buildings as defined in section six of
chapter one hundred and forty-three, to inspect the
buildings. Said inspection may be in addition to
and need not be in conjunction with the inspection
as performed by the inspector of buildings pursu-
ant to said section six, and shall not preclude a city
or town from taking any action prescribed in said
chapter one hundred and forty-three, relative to
said land.
If the inspector of buildings determines that said
buildings are abandoned property he shall notify
the record owner, and, if appropriate, the mortgag-
ee in possession or lessee, of his finding. Such
notice shall include a statement that the inspection
was conducted at the request of the local treasurer
and that the failure of the record owner, or other
interested party, to correct the conditions de-
scribed in the notice within thirty days of receipt or
publication of the notice will result in proceedings
to foreclose the record owner's right of redemp-
tion. Such notice may be served in the manner
required by law for the service of subpoenas on
witnesses in civil cases or may be published. The
inspector of buildings shall also, at the time of
service or publication, post a copy of the notice in
two or more convenient public places.
If at the expiration of the thirty-day period, the
inspector of buildings is of the opinion that action
has not been initiated to correct the conditions
described in the notice, he shall forthwith notify
the local treasurer in writing, under penalties of
perjury, that the buildings on the land have been
found to be abandoned property. Such written
notice shall include therein the facts and circum-
stances which formed the basis of his findings, and
a copy of the notice served on the record owner, or
if service was by publication, an account of the
steps taken to locate the record owner and a copy
of the published notice.
Upon receipt of such written notice the treasurer
shall immediately notify the commissioner in writ-
ing, under the penalties of perjury, of such finding.
Said notice to the commissioner shall include a
copy of the notice filed by the inspector of build-
ings, such information appearing in the records of
the assessors and of the collector and tending to
establish the validity of the tax title on such land,
and any further information that the commissioner
may deem appropriate.
If the commissioner is of the opinion that the
facts and circumstances as found by the inspector
of buildings are sufficient to establish that the
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buildings on the land so taken or purchased are
abandoned property and that the facts essential to
the validity of the tax title on such land have been
adequately established, he shall make an affidavit
of such finding which shall be recorded in the
registry of deeds for the district wherein the land
lies.
The commissioner shall incorporate in his affida-
vit the statements of the inspector of buildings and
the treasurer, or such portions thereof as the com-
missioner finds pertinent, and when recorded, shall
be prima facie evidence of such facts.
Upon the recording of the affidavit the treasurer
shall bring a petition in the land court pursuant to
section sixty-five for the foreclosure of all rights of
redemptions of said land.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1215, § 7.
§ 8 IB. Purchase of land or taking of land for
nonpayment of taxes under Sec. 43 or
Sec. 53; redemption amount exceeds
assessed value; foreclosure of rights
of redemptions
Whenever a city or town shall have purchased or
taken land for nonpayment of taxes under section
43 or 53, and the treasurer of the city or town
certifies that the redemption amount as determined
pursuant to section 62 exceeds the assessed value
of the parcel, the treasurer shall make an affidavit
of such certification which shall be recorded in the
registry of deeds for the district wherein the land
lies. Upon the recording of the affidavit, the trea-
surer shall bring a petition in the land court pursu-
ant to section 65 for the foreclosure of all rights of
redemptions of the land.
Added by St.2002, c. 2, § 8.
§ 82. Notice to holder of invalid tax title; re-
lease of interest
If a collector has reasonable cause to believe that
the title to land sold for non-payment of taxes or of
assessments, a lien for which is enforceable by a
sale of land, is invalid by reason of an error,
omission or informality in the assessment or sale,
he may, within two years after the date of the deed
of such land, give notice to the record holder of the
tax title, requiring him, within thirty days thereaf-
ter, to release any interest which he may have in
such land under said deed, and to receive from the
town the amount paid therefor with interest at ten
per cent or to file with the collector a written
statement that he refuses to release such interest.
Such statement, if recorded in the registry of
deeds, shall release the town from any liability
upon the warranty in said deed.
Amended by St.1945, c. 267, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1878, c. 266, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 59.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 69.
St.1889, c. 334, § 15.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 70.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 71.
§ 83. Failure to release interest; recording affi-
davit of notice by collector
If, within thirty days after such notice, such
holder of the tax title does not comply therewith,
the collector shall cause a copy thereof, with an
affidavit by himself or by a disinterested person of
the service thereof and of the facts in the case, to
be recorded in the registry of deeds. A note of
reference to the record of said copy shall be made
on the margin of the record of the collector's deed
therein referred to; and from the time of such
record the interest payable by reason of a breach of
warranty in such deed shall cease, and all right and
title acquired under such deed shall be held to be
released. The collector shall give notice of such
proceedings to the town treasurer, who shall, on
reasonable demand, pay over out of any funds in
his hands the amount due in respect of said deed to
the person entitled thereto.
Amended by St.1945, c. 267, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1878, c. 266, § 3.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 60.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 70.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 71.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 72.
§ 84. Reassessment or collection of taxes where
title invalid; disclaimer by municipality
of title
If the collector has reasonable cause to believe
that a tax title, held by a town under a sale or
taking for non-payment of a tax, is invalid by
reason of any error, omission or informality in the
assessment, sale or taking, he may disclaim and
release such title by an instrument under his hand
and seal, duly recorded in the registry of deeds. If
the invalidity of a tax title so disclaimed and re-
leased or of a tax title released under section
eighty-two or eighty-three was caused by an error,
omission or informality in the assessment, the col-
lector shall, upon the recording of such disclaimer
and release or after obtaining from the holder of
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the deed a release of his interest or after causing a
copy of the notice to be filed and recorded as
provided in section eighty-three, forthwith notily
the board by which the tax or assessment was laid,
which shall forthwith reassess it as provided in
section seventy-seven of chapter fifty-nine. If such
invalidity was caused by an error, omission or
informality in the proceedings of the collector, he
shall, after the recording of such disclaimer and
release, or after obtaining such release or after
filing or recording such copy, forthwith collect the
unpaid tax or assessment in conformity to law.
Amended by St. 1935, c. 260.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1878, c. 266, §§ 4, 7.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 61, 62.
Si. 1888, c. 390, §§ 71, 72.
St. 1889, c. 334, § 15.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 72.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 73.
§ 84A. Certificates of invalidity; refunds to tax
holders
If a tax title is for any reason adjudged invalid by
a court of competent jurisdiction, the clerk, upon
request, shall issue a certificate to that effect. The
treasurer of the city or town where the land affect-
ed by such a tax title is situated, upon receipt of a
release by the holder of said title of all the interest
which he may have under his tax deed, together
with such a certificate, shall refund to such holder
the amount paid therefor but not exceeding the
amount received by the city or town, with interest
at the rate of six per cent per annum for a period of
not exceeding two years from the date of the tax
deed. The treasurer shall forthwith record said
release in the proper registry of deeds, and there-
upon, if the said invalidity was caused by an error,
omission or informality in the assessment of the
tax, the treasurer shall notify the board by which
the tax or assessment was laid, which shall forth-
with reassess it as provided in section seventy-
seven of chapter fifty-nine; and if such invalidity
was caused by an error, omission or informality in
the proceedings of the collector, the treasurer shall
thereupon notify the collector who shall forthwith
collect the unpaid tax or assessment in conformity
to law.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 16; St.1935, c. 181, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 193 I.e. 440.
§ 85. Taxes paid by co-tenants; lien on co-ten-
ants' interest
A tenant in common or joint tenant, who pays
the entire tax assessed upon land held jointly or in
common, shall have a lien upon the interest of each
of his co-tenants, to secure the payment to him of
the proportion of such tax payable by each of said
co-tenants respectively, with the costs of enforcing
the same; but any person whose tax has been so
paid by his co-tenant shall have the same right to
recover it back if illegally assessed as he would
have had if the tax had been paid under a protest
by him in writing.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1875, c. 236, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 63.
St.1888, c. 390, § 73.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 73.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 74.
§ 86. Enforcement of lien of co-tenant
Such lien may be enforced in the manner provid-
ed in chapter two hundred and fifty-four for enforc-
ing liens on buildings and land under written con-
tracts for the erection, alteration, repair or removal
of buildings or structures; but shall be dissolved,
unless the person desiring to avail himself thereof,
or some one in his behalf, subscribes and makes
oath to a certificate setting forth a description,
sufficiently accurate for identification, of the prop-
erty intended to be covered by the lien, the names
of the several co-tenants and the interest of each
therein, the amount of the tax paid, and the
amount due from each co-tenant, and within thirty
days after the day of payment of said tax records
such certificate in the registry of deeds, and unless
a bill in equity to enforce the lien is commenced
within sixty days after the date of recording said
certificate. Such lien shall have priority over all
liens and encumbrances arising after the filing of
the certificate required by this section, but shall not
be valid against a mortgage actually existing and
duly recorded prior to the recording of said certifi-
cate, or against any lien existing under section one
or section three of chapter two hundred and fifty-
four prior to the filing of the certificate. No person
except the co-tenant who paid the tax, or a person
claiming by, through or under him, shall be made a
party plaintiff in a bill brought under this section.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1875, c. 236, §§ 2 to 5.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 64, 65.
St.1888, c. 390, §§ 74, 75.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 74.
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St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 75.
St.1918, c. 257, § 57.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 87. Directions to collectors; ordinances or
by-laws
A city or town may, by ordinance or by-law,
respectively, direct whether its collector shall exer-
cise the power of sale or the power of taking to
enforce the lien for taxes; and in default of such
ordinance or by-law the collector may exercise
either power at his discretion; but the passage of
any such ordinance or by-law shall not render
invalid any proceedings then pending.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1878, c. 266, § 6.
St. 1879, c. 169.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 67.
St.1888, c. 390, § 77.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 76.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 77.
§ 88. Tax lists and warrants; posting by sheriff
or deputies
When the tax list and warrant of the assessors is
committed to the sheriff or his deputy, he shall
forthwith post, in some public place in the town, an
attested copy of said list and warrant; and shall
make no distress for a tax within thirty days there-
after.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1785, c. 70, §§ 3,4.
R.S.I 836, c. 8, § 34.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 43.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 68.
St.1888, c. 390, § 78.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 77.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 78.
§ 89. Fees of sheriff for collecting taxes
If a person pays his tax within said thirty days,
the officer shall receive from him for his fees five
per cent on the sum assessed; but if a tax remains
unpaid after said thirty days, he shall collect it by
distress or imprisonment, or by sale of land as a
collector would do. The officer may also levy his
fees for service and travel in the collection of each
person's tax, as in other cases of distress and
commitment, or sale of land.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 70, § 4.
R.S.I 836, c. 8, § 35.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 44.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 69.
St.1888, c. 390, § 79.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 78.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 79.
§ 90. Treasurer as collector; warrants
If a city or town appoints its treasurer as collec-
tor of taxes, he may issue his warrants to collect to
a deputy collector, returnable in sixty days, requir-
ing him to collect any and all taxes due. Such
warrants shall be substantially in the same form
and shall confer the same powers as warrants by
assessors to collectors.
Amended by St. 1980, c. 64, § 8.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1817, c. 69.
St. 1834, c. 148.
R.S.1836, c. 8, §§ 36, 61.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 45.
St. 1874, c. 28, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 70.
St.1888, c. 390, § 80.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 79.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 80.
§ 91. Foreign corporation; non-resident; fail-
ure to pay taxes; restraint on business
When any foreign corporation or non-resident
person, doing business in the commonwealth, shall
for sixty days neglect, refuse or omit to pay a tax
lawfully assessed and payable, any court having
jurisdiction in equity may on petition of the collec-
tor of taxes of the town where the tax is assessed
restrain said corporation or person from doing
business in the commonwealth until said tax, with
all incidental costs and charges, shall have been
paid. Service of process upon any such petition
may be made by an officer duly qualified to serve
process, by leaving a duly attested copy thereof at
the place where the business is carried on.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1902, c. 349.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 81.
§ 92. Deputy collectors; appointment and re-
moval; bookkeeping; reports; deposit
and transfer of funds
Any officer authorized to collect taxes may ap-
point and remove such deputies as such officer
deems expedient. Each deputy so appointed shall
keep a cash book, in which such deputy shall enter
all sums so collected, specifying the total amount of
each tax collected, all interest, charges and fees
received, the name and address of each party from
whom money was received and the date of each
such receipt. They shall prepare a report to the
collector of all uncollected warrants issued to the
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deputy at least once a month. Such deputies shall
give bond for the faithful performance of their
duties, in such sum and in such form, and subject
to such conditions, as the commissioner may pre-
scribe, and shall have all the powers of collectors.
Any such deputy shall, at least weekly, either turn
over sums collected to the collector, or deposit said
funds into an account which is separate from any
other account of that community, or any other
community, for the purpose of clearing checks and
earning interest on deposits. The deputy shall
have no authority to withdraw amounts from this
deputy deposit account except the deputy's fees due
under section fifteen. The collector shall transfer
funds which have cleared from such account to the
town treasury at least once a week along with any
interest earned and may retain any fees of the
collector and deputy and pay over such fees to the
collector or deputy, unless such fees belong to the
municipality.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 82, § 1; St. 1934, c. 259, § 1;
St.1989, c. 729, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1874, c. 28, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 71.
St.1888, c. 390, § 81.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 80.
St. 1908, c. 247.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 82.
§ 93. Money due taxpayer from municipalities;
withholding for delinquent taxes
The treasurer or other disbursing officer of any
town may, and if so requested by the collector
shall, withhold payment of any money payable to
any person from whom there are then due taxes,
assessments, rates or other charges committed to
such collector, which are wholly or partly unpaid,
whether or not secured by a tax title held by the
town, to an amount not exceeding the total of the
unpaid taxes, assessments, rates and other charges,
with interest and costs. The sum withheld shall be
paid or credited to the collector, who shall, if
required, give a written receipt therefor. The per-
son taxed or charged may in such case have the
same remedy as if he had paid such taxes, assess-
ments, rates or other charges after a levy upon his
goods. The collector's rights under this section
shall not be affected by any assignment or trustee
process or attorney's lien.
Amended by St. 1943, c. 199; St. 1945, c. 397, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1878, c. 266, § 8.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 72.
St.1888, c. 390, § 82.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 81.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 83.
§ 94. Accounts and receipts of collectors; ex-
hibiting on request of municipal offi-
cers
The aldermen or selectmen may require the col-
lector once in two months to exhibit to them a true
account of all money received on the taxes commit-
ted to him, and to produce the treasurer's receipts
for all money paid into the treasury by him.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1783, c. 66, § 1
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 45.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 46.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 73.
St.1888, c. 390, § 83.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 82.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 84.
§ 95. Credits and payments to collectors
The collector shall be credited with all sums
abated; with all sums committed and thereafter
apportioned under section thirteen of chapter
eighty; with the amount of all assessments not
apportioned to subsequent years which have been
committed under section four of chapter eighty and
subsequently recommitted to him to be added to
the annual tax on the land; with the amount of
taxes for which a judgment has been rendered by
any court in favor of the city or town; with the
amount of a claim for taxes allowed in favor of the
city or town in bankruptcy or receivership cases;
with the amount of taxes assessed upon any person
committed to jail for non-payment of his tax within
two years from the receipt of the tax list by the
collector, and who has not paid his tax; with any
sums which the town may see fit to abate to him,
due from persons committed after the expiration of
two years; with all sums withheld by the treasurer
of a town under section ninety-three; subject to the
provisions of sections forty-eight and fifty-five, with
the amount of the taxes and costs, charges and fees
where land has been purchased or taken by the
town for non-payment of taxes; and upon certifica-
tion in accordance with section sixty-one, with the
amount of subsequent taxes which have become
part of the terms of redemption in any tax title held
by the town. When a collector is credited with the
amount of taxes assessed upon any person commit-
ted to jail for the non-payment of his tax, who has
not paid his tax, said collector shall also be paid
and credited with the fees and charges which have
become a part of said taxes and to which he or the
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officer acting under his warrant is entitled. A
collector shall be discharged from liability upon his
bond for failure to collect taxes committed to him
for collection to the extent that the commissioner
shall certify that such taxes are presently uncollect-
ible because of judicial order or decree or because
of the financial embarrassment of a public service
corporation or because of similar reason and that
such taxes are outstanding without fault of such
collector; provided, that for the faithful perform-
ance of his duty to collect such taxes such collector
shall forthwith give a separate bond in such form
and sum as the commissioner may prescribe or
approve.
Amended by St.1933, c. 325, § 17; St.1934, c. 315, § 2;
St.1935, c. 248, § 3; St.1939, c. 451, § 23; St.1941, c.
380, § 6; St.1943, c. 107; St. 1949, c. 202.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 42, § 6.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 43.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 48.
St.l862,c. 183, § 5.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 75.
St.1888, c. 390, § 85.
R.L.1902,c. 13, § 83.
St. 1908, c. 99, § 2.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 85.
§ 96. Removal of collectors
If a collector becomes incapacitated by reason of
mental illness, absconds or removes from the town
or in the judgment of the aldermen or selectmen is
about to so remove or is otherwise unable to dis-
charge his duty, or if he refuses on demand to
exhibit to the aldermen or selectmen his books,
vouchers and accounts of collections as provided in
this chapter, the aldermen or selectmen may re-
move him from office.
Amended by St. 1987, c. 522, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1783, c. 10, § 1.
St.1785, c. 46, § 15.
St.l791,c. 22, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 40.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 52.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 79.
St.1888, c. 390, § 89.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 84.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 86.
§ 97. Accounts, records, etc., of collectors; au-
dits; deposit with assessors; uncollect-
ed tax lists
If a collector ceases to hold the office of collector
for any reason, all his accounts, records and pa-
pers, including his warrant, which relate to the
assessment and collection of taxes in his town
shall, forthwith after an audit thereof has been
made by a competent accountant, be deposited by
him, or his executor or administrator, or any other
person into whose possession they may come, with
the assessors of such town, who thereupon shall
turn over his uncollected tax lists to his successor,
together with their warrant, which shall cover the
uncollected accounts of the original commitment
as shown on said lists and shall also turn over all
his accounts, records and papers, including his
warrant, so deposited with them, except said lists,
to the clerk of said town. If the collector is his
own successor, he shall complete the collection of
the taxes as a part of the duties of his new term of
office and not as a part of the duties of his former
term of office.
Amended by St.1934, c. 151, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1785, c. 46, § 5.
St.1785, c. 70, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 39.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 53.
St. 1881, c. 138, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 12, §§ 80, 81.
St.1888, c. 390, §§ 90, 91.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 85.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 87.
St.1919, c. 41.
St. 1923, c. 128, § 5.
§ 98. Back taxes; actions to recover
No action to recover back a tax shall be main-
tained, except as provided in sections sixty and
eighty-five, unless commenced within three months
after payment of the tax nor unless such tax is paid
either after an arrest of the person paying it, a levy
on his goods, a notice of a sale of his land, a
written protest signed by him, or a withholding of
money due him under section ninety-three. In an
action founded on an error or irregularity in the
assessment or apportionment of a tax, only the
amount in excess of the tax for which the plaintiff
was liable shall be recoverable; and no sale, con-
tract or levy shall be avoided solely by reason of
such error or irregularity.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1859, c. 118, §§ 3,4.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 56.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 84.
St.1888, c. 390, § 94.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 86.
St.1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 88.
§ 99. Collectors; failure to exhibit accounts or
receipts
A collector who neglects or refuses to exhibit
accounts or to produce receipts, as required under
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section ninety-four, shall forfeit to the town two
and one half per cent of the sums committed to
him for collection.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1783, c. 66, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 46.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 47.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 74.
St. 1888, c. 390, § 84.
R.L.1902.C. 13, § 82.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 84.
§ 100. Collectors; failure to turn over accounts
Violation by a collector, former collector, or an
executor or administrator of a collector or former
collector, of any provision of section nine 1 , twelve
or ninety-seven shall be punished by a fine of not
more than five hundred dollars.
I Repealed.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1892, c. 370, § 7.
R.L.1902,c. 13, § 11.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 11.
St.1923, c. 128, § 6.
§ 101. Violations of Sec. 12
Violation of section twelve by a person of whom
demand is made thereunder shall be punished by a
fine of not more than five hundred dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St,1892,c. 370, § 7.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 11.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 11.
§ 102. Collectors; violations of Sec. 2 or Sec. 8
Violation by a collector of section two or section
eight shall be punished by a fine of not less than
three hundred dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1897, c. 126, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 12.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,
St. 1918, c. 257, § 44.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 12.
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Repealed
§ 103. Failure to aid collector
Whoever refuses or neglects to aid a collector
when required under section thirty-three shall for-
feit not more than ten dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1782, c. 61, § 2.
St.1785, c. 70, § 9.
R.S.1836, c. 8, § 6.
G.S.1860, c. 12, § 17.
P.S.1882, c. 12, § 18.
St.1888, c. 390, § 22.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 30.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2,§ 31.
§ 104. Exorbitant redemption charges
Violation by any person of the last sentence of
the second paragraph of section sixty-two shall be
punished by a fine of not more than one hundred
dollars.
Amended by St.1937, c. 43.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l891,c. 288.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 59.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 60.
St.l931,c. 426, § 66.
§ 105. Forms
Forms to be used in proceedings for the collec-
tion of taxes under this chapter and chapter fifty-
nine and of all assessments which the collector is
authorized or required by law to collect shall be as
prescribed or approved by the commissioner.
Amended by St.1932, c. 54, § 1; St.1933, c. 168, § 3;
St. 1941, c. 258, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 390, § 96.
St.1889, c. 334, § 16.
R.L.1902, c. 13, § 87.
St. 1909, c. 490, pt. 2, § 89.
St.1913, c. 311.
St.1915, c. 237, §§ 22,26.
St.1916, c. 103.
St.1918, c. 190, § 1.
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 45, 48, 53, 54, 58.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2; c. 460.
St.1923, c. 377, § 8.
§ 106. Repealed, 1985, 598, Sec. 2
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CHAPTER 60A
EXCISE TAX ON REGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLES IN LIEU OF LOCAL TAX
Section Section
1
.
Excise tax on motor vehicles; assessment and levy; 4. Laws respecting registration of motor vehicles; ef-
exemptions; abatement for theft of motor vehi- fect of this chapter.
c je
5. Repealed.
1A R^nealed ^' Where excise laid and collected.
-'_„.'
r , 7. Uncollectible tax; abatement.
2. Collection of tax; abatement. 8 Unpaid tax; abatement.
2A. Nonpayment of taxes; collection; nonrenewal of 9 Deferral of excise due by Massachusetts National
driver's license and vehicle registration. Guard members and reservists on active duty
3. Remedies of collectors. and dependents.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1. Excise tax on motor vehicles; assessment dealership entity, the spouse of such co-owner or
and levy; exemptions; abatement for an employee of such dealer whose duties involve
theft of motor vehicle the sale of motor vehicles at any time for any
Except as hereinafter provided, there shall be purpose, including personal use, provided that
assessed and levied in each calendar year on every such employee renders at least 20 hours of service
motor vehicle and trailer registered under chapter each week to such deaIer and provided that such
ninety, for the privilege of such registration, an co-owner holds at least 40 per cent proprietary
excise measured by the value thereof, as hereinaf- interest in such motor vehicle dealer or any such
ter defined and determined, at the rate of twenty- dealership entity; provided, however, that a motor
five dollars per thousand of valuation. For the vehlcle whlch 1S operated under such general or
purpose of this excise the value of each such motor distinguishing mark or number shall, at all times,
vehicle or trailer shall be deemed to be the value, dlsPlay aI1 notlces and stickers required by apphca-
as determined by the commissioner, of motor vehi- ble law to be ellSlble for sale "
cles or trailers of the same make, type, model, and The term "year of manufacture", as used in this
year of manufacture as designated by the manufac- section, shall mean the year used by the manufac-
turer, but not in excess of the following percent- turer of the motor vehicle or trailer in connection
ages of the list price established by the manufactur- with the designation by him or it of the model of
er for the year of manufacture, namely:— such motor vehicle or trailer.
. ,. . ,
. ,
. Nothing in this section shall be construed to
In the year preceding the designated year or . , , r . . .
manufacture 50% prevent the board of assessors or the commissioner
In the year of manufacture 90% of revenue, as the case may be, from granting an
In the second year 60% abatement in any case in which the valuation afore-
In the third year 40% SdL[& js m their or his opinion excessive.
In the fourth year 25%
In the fifth and succeeding years 10% The excise imposed by this section shall not
apply to motor vehicles or trailers owned and reg-
A motor vehicle dealer to whom a general distin- istered by the commonwealth or any political sub-
guishing number or mark has been issued shall, for division thereof, or to motor vehicles or trailers
the privilege of such registration, pay to the collec- owned and registered by a corporation whose per-
tor of taxes for the city or town in which such sonal property is exempt from taxation under
dealership is licensed, a special excise in the clauses Third and Tenth of section five of chapter
amount of $100.00 for each registration plate is- fifty-nine. Motor vehicles or trailers owned or
sued by the registrar of motor vehicles under such controlled by a manufacturer, or farmer to whom
general distinguishing number or mark. Such mo- has been issued a general distinguishing number or
tor vehicle dealer shall otherwise be exempt from mark under section five of chapter ninety, and
the excise imposed by this section on any motor trailers owned or controlled by a dealer to whom
vehicle owned by such motor vehicle dealer, which there has been issued a general distinguishing
motor vehicle may be operated by such dealer, the number or mark, shall be exempt from the excise
spouse of such dealer, a co-owner of such dealer or imposed by this section, upon application in writ-
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ing filed with the assessors, if and so long as such
motor vehicle or trailer is operated or propelled
over the highways solely in connection with the
business of the owner or controller as such manu-
facturer or farmer and in no way for his personal
use or convenience or the personal use and con-
venience of his family or any other person; provid-
ed, that such application shall contain a statement
subscribed under penalties of perjury by such own-
er or controller to the effect that such motor vehi-
cle or trailer is and will be operated or propelled
only in the manner aforesaid; and provided further
that if any such motor vehicle or trailer is operated
or propelled otherwise than in the manner afore-
said, there shall be assessed and levied on such
motor vehicle or trailer the excise imposed by this
chapter, and a penalty of one hundred dollars,
which excise and penalty shall be assessed by the
assessors and collected by the collectors of taxes,
nor shall such excise be abated by reason of any
subsequent transfer of such motor vehicle or trail-
er. If no application for exemption is filed with the
assessors as aforesaid, any motor vehicle or trailer
owned or controlled by a manufacturer and operat-
ed or propelled under a general distinguishing
number or mark issued to such manufacturer shall
be subject to the excise imposed by this chapter,
which excise shall be assessed by the assessors and
collected by the collectors of taxes.
The excise imposed by this section shall not
apply to motor vehicles leased for a full calendar
year to a charitable organization when such vehicle
is owned and registered by a lessor engaged in the
business of leasing motor vehicles. In any city or
town which accepts the provisions of this sentence,
by a vote of the city council with the approval of
the mayor, in a town, by a vote of the town meet-
ing, and in a municipality having a town council
form of government, by a vote of the town council.
The excise tax imposed by this section shall not
apply to a motor vehicle owned and registered by a
former prisoner of war defined as any regularly
appointed, enrolled, enlisted, or inducted member
of the military forces of the United States who was
captured, separated and incarcerated by an enemy
of the United States during an armed conflict;
provided, however, that the excise tax shall not
apply to a motor vehicle owned and registered by
the surviving spouse of a deceased former prisoner
of war, until such time as the surviving spouse
remarries or fails to renew such registration. As
used herein, the term "charitable organization"
means an organization, other than a degree grant-
ing or diploma awarding educational institution,
whose personal property is exempt from taxation
under clause Third of section five of chapter fifty-
nine.
The excise imposed by this section shall not
apply to a motor vehicle owned and registered by a
veteran, as defined in section 7 of chapter 4, who
according to the records of the United States Veter-
ans Administration, by reason of service in the
armed forces of the United States, has suffered
loss, or permanent loss of use of, one or both feet,
or loss, or permanent loss of use of, one or both
hands, or has been determined by the medical
advison' board established under section 8C of
chapter 90 to be permanently disabled; nor to a
motor vehicle owned and registered by a veteran,
as defined in section 7 of chapter 4, who is receiv-
ing a statutory award from the Veterans Adminis-
tration for the loss of sight of one eye or who
according to the records of the United States Veter-
ans Administration, by reason of service in the
armed forces of the United States, has suffered
permanent impairment of vision of both eyes of the
following status: central visual acuity of 20/200 or
less in the better eye, with corrective glasses, or
central visual acuity of more than 20/200 if there is
a field defect in which the peripheral field has
contracted to such an extent that the widest diame-
ter of visual field subtends an angular distance no
greater than twenty degrees in the better eye; nor
to a motor vehicle owned and registered to any
person who has suffered loss, or permanent loss of
use of, both legs or both arms; nor to a motor
vehicle owned and registered to any person who
has suffered permanent impairment of vision of
both eyes of the following status: central visual
acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye, with
corrective glasses, or central visual acuity of more
than 20/200 if there is a field defect in which the
peripheral field has contracted to such an extent
that the widest diameter of visual field subtends an
angular distance no greater than twenty degrees in
the better eye. This exemption shall apply to not
more than one motor vehicle owned and registered
for the personal, noncommercial use of such veter-
an or person. After the assessors have allowed an
exemption under this paragraph no further evi-
dence of the existence of the facts required by this
paragraph shall be required in any subsequent year
in the city or town in which the exemption has
been so allowed; provided, however, that the asses-
sors may refuse to allow an exemption in any
subsequent year if they become aware that the
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veteran or person did not satisfy all of the requi-
sites of this section at the time the exemption was
first granted.
In any city or town accepting the provisions of
this paragraph, the excise imposed by this chapter
shall not apply to a motor vehicle owned and
registered by a resident who is in active and full-
time military service as a member in the armed
forces of the United States or the national guard,
army or air, of any state, and has been deployed or
stationed outside the territorial boundaries of the
continental United States for a period of at least 45
days in the calendar year of the exemption. If the
military member is wounded or killed in an armed
conflict, he shall not be subject to the foregoing
period of service qualification for the calendar year
in which he is wounded or killed. This exemption
shall apply only to a motor vehicle owned and
registered by a military member in his own name
or jointly with a spouse for a non-commercial
purpose and a military member may qualify for this
exemption for only 1 motor vehicle for each calen-
dar year. A municipality which accepts the provi-
sions of this paragraph shall, in connection with
the issuance of warrant to collect unpaid motor
vehicle or trailer excise tax from a delinquent tax-
payer, add $3 to the fee prescribed in clause 9 of
section 15 of chapter 60. The acceptance by a
municipality of this paragraph shall take effect on
the first day of January next occurring after the
approval by the municipality to accept this para-
graph.
A person who qualifies for any calendar year for
exemption from the excise imposed by this section
on a motor vehicle owned and registered by him
shall be entitled to the exemption upon application
to the assessors for that year as provided in section
2 for the procedure of an owner aggrieved by the
excise assessed. An application for exemption may
be made by such person; his spouse, if the motor
vehicle is jointly owned and registered in the
names of the person and spouse; or, if the person
is deceased, a surviving spouse, administrator, ex-
ecutor or trustee of the estate, will or trust, as the
case may be.
If a motor vehicle or trailer is originally regis-
tered after January thirty-first in any year, the
excise under this section shall be that proportion of
the excise for the full year which the number of
months in said year following the month preceding
that in which the motor vehicle or trailer is regis-
tered bears to twelve; but no excise shall be as-
sessed on the same motor vehicle or trailer more
than once in any calendar year by reason of the
renewal of the registration of such vehicle within
the calendar year, unless its ownership is trans-
ferred by sale or otherwise and its registration
surrendered or it is registered after a surrender or
expiration of registration upon removal of its own-
er to another state and registration in such other
state. If during any calendar year ownership of a
motor vehicle or trailer subject to an excise under
this section is transferred by sale or otherwise and
the registration of such motor vehicle or trailer is
surrendered, or if during any calendar year the
owner of a motor vehicle or trailer subject to such
an excise removes to another state and registers
such motor vehicle or trailer in such other state
and surrenders or does not renew his registration
in this state, the excise under this section shall be
reduced upon application by an abatement equal to
that proportion of an excise under this section on
such motor vehicle or trailer for the full calendar
year which the number of months in said year
remaining after the month in which such transfer
by sale or otherwise or such surrender or expira-
tion of registration occurs bears to twelve; provid-
ed, however, that if in the month in which such
transfer by sale or otherwise occurs, the person
making such transfer registers another motor vehi-
cle or trailer under chapter ninety and thereby
becomes subject to an excise under this section on
such other motor vehicle or trailer for such month,
the excise under this section on the motor vehicle
or trailer transferred shall be further reduced upon
application as aforesaid by an abatement equal to
one twelfth of a full calendar year's excise under
this section on the motor vehicle or trailer trans-
ferred. If before an excise imposed under this
section is assessed, notice of transfer by sale or
otherwise and surrender of registration or of sur-
render or expiration of registration as aforesaid is
received by the official or officials authorized to
make the assessment, the excise shall be assessed
in the amount to which it would be reduced by
abatement as aforesaid. The excise imposed by
this section shall in no event be less than five
dollars; no abatement under this section shall re-
duce any such excise to less than five dollars; no
abatement shall be granted in an amount less than
five dollars; and no refund shall be paid in an
amount less than five dollars.
The excise imposed by this section shall not
apply to the registration by an inhabitant of any
state other than this commonwealth or by a part-
nership, voluntary association or corporation
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which does not have a principal place of business
in this commonwealth, of any motor vehicle or
trailer to be customarily kept in another state;
provided, such motor vehicle or trailer is also reg-
istered in such other state during the period when
registered in this commonwealth, and if such other
state does not impose an excise, privilege or prop-
erty tax or fee in lieu of or in addition to a registra-
tion fee, or does not impose a registration fee at a
rate greater than that required for registration in
this commonwealth, upon motor vehicles or trail-
ers, as the case may be, customarily kept in this
commonwealth and registered by an inhabitant of
this commonwealth, or by a partnership, voluntary
association or corporation having its principal
place of business in this commonwealth. The com-
missioner shall determine what states do not im-
pose such additional excise, privilege or property
tax or fee, or registration fee or fee in lieu of such
levies and his determination shall be final.
If a motor vehicle or trailer is stolen, the owner
of such motor vehicle or trailer may apply for an
abatement of excise, provided:
(1) The owner of the stolen vehicle or trailer has
notified the local police authorities of the theft
within forty-eight hours of discovery of the theft.
(2) The owner of the stolen motor vehicle or
trailer has surrendered the certificate of registra-
tion of the stolen motor vehicle or trailer and has
obtained a certificate, setting forth the facts, and
signed by the registrar of motor vehicles or his
authorized agent. Such surrender shall not be
made sooner than thirty days subsequent to the
date of the theft.
The excise may then be reduced by an abatement
equal to that proportion of an excise under this
section on such motor vehicle or trailer for the lull
calendar year which the number of months in said
year remaining after the month in which such
surrender of the certificate of registration occurs
bears to twelve; provided, however, that should the
motor vehicle or trailer be subsequently recovered
and registered in the same calendar year by the
same owner an additional excise which shall be
that proportion of the excise for the full year which
the number of months in said year following the
month preceding that in which the motor vehicle
or trailer is registered bears to twelve, shall be
paid, notwithstanding any provisions of this section
to the contrary. The commissioner or the asses-
sors, as the case may be, may require that the
owner of the stolen motor vehicle or trailer exhibit
the certificate of surrender of registration and pro-
vide them with a written statement from the local
police authorities certifying that such authorities
were notified of the theft and that the stolen motor
vehicle or trailer has not been recovered.
Whoever falsely reports the theft of a motor
vehicle or trailer for the purposes of securing an
abatement of excise shall forfeit a sum not larger
than three times the excise due on the vehicle for
the entire year, such sum to be recovered in a civil
action brought by the city or town to which the
excise was payable.
Amended by St.1936, c. 384, §§ 1, 2; St.1938, c. Ill;
St.1938, c. 480, § 1; St.1941, c. 718, § 1; St. 1947, c.
644; St. 1949, c. 342; St. 1949, c. 401; St. 1950, c. 666,
§ 1; St.1950, c. 731; St. 1951, c. 165; St.1951, c. 736,
§ 4; St.1952, c. 412; St.1953, c. 388; St.1953, c. 653;
St. 1953, c. 654, § 38; St.1954, c. 548; St.1954, c. 640,
§ 1; St.1955, c. 320; St.1955, c. 403, § 4; St.1955, c.
587, § 1; St. 1956, c. 328, § 1; St.1957, c. 174; St.1959,
c. 273, § 1; St.1960, c. 758, § 1; St. 1962, c. 644, § 1;
St.1965, c. 622, § 1; St. 1966, c. 140; St.1967, c. 117;
St.1968, c. 503; St.1972, c. 121; St.1974, c. 242, § 1;
St.1977, c. 293; St.1978, c. 467; St. 1978, c. 514, § 87;
St.1980, c. 580, § 9; St. 1982, c. 597, § 1; St. 1984, c. 33,
§ 1; St.1985, c. 35, § 1; St.1988, c. 43, §§ 7 to 9;
St. 1989, c. 341, §§ 43, 44; St. 1989, c. 653, §§ 42 to 45;
St. 1990, c. 336, § 1; St.1998, c. 194, §§ 116 to 119;
St.2003, c. 46, § 71, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2006, c. 260,
§§ 13, 14, eff. Jan. 1, 2007; St.2008, c. 182, § 16, eff. Jan.
1,2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Si. 1928, c. 379, § 1.
St.1930, c. 220, § 13.
St. 1930, c. 244, § 1.
§ 1A. Repealed, 1955, 587, Sec. 2
§ 2. Collection of tax; abatement
Except as otherwise provided in section one, if
the owner of the motor vehicle or trailer registered
is an individual inhabitant of the commonwealth,
or a partnership, voluntary association or corpora-
tion having a principal place of business in the
commonwealth or if the owner of the motor vehicle
or trailer registered is not such an individual, part-
nership, voluntary association or corporation but
the vehicle or trailer is customarily kept in any
particular municipality in the commonwealth, the
board of assessors shall assess the excise imposed
by section one, and commit the same to the collec-
tor of taxes with their warrant for the collection
thereof. Otherwise the excise so imposed shall be
assessed and collected by the commissioner. The
excise shall be assessed to the owner of the motor
vehicle or trailer registering the same, and the
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registrar of motor vehicles shall promptly transmit
to the commissioner a notice of the registration of
a motor vehicle or trailer subject to this excise,
giving the name and residential address of the
owner, if an individual, or the name and principal
place of business in this commonwealth, if any,
otherwise that outside the commonwealth, if a cor-
poration, partnership or voluntary association, the
municipality in which the motor vehicle or trailer
is customarily to be kept if it is to be kept in the
commonwealth, the name of the maker, the year of
manufacture as designated by the manufacturer,
the model and type of vehicle or trailer, the type of
transmission and the operator's license number of
the owner of the vehicle, if any. The commissioner
may require from the owner such further informa-
tion as may be necessary for the purposes of this
chapter. If an application for the registration of a
motor vehicle or trailer contains a statement that
the motor vehicle or trailer is customarily to be
kept in any particular district, section or part of a
city or town, the commissioner shall determine in
what city or town said district, section or part is
located, and shall transmit the information to the
assessors. The commissioner shall, within eight
months of the receipt of such information, transmit
to the boards of assessors the information received
relative to registration with respect to motor vehi-
cles and trailers locally assessable sent to him by
the registrar of motor vehicles, and, under such
provisions as he deems best, make available to the
local assessors information showing the values as
determined under section one. All tax notices sent
to owners of vehicles notifying said owners of the
amount of excise tax due and the due date shall
indicate the owner's license to operate number as
appearing on the registration application, renewal
application or amended registration as provided in
section two of chapter ninety. The excise hereun-
der shall be due and payable at the expiration of
thirty days from the date upon which the notice
was issued by the collector or the commissioner
pursuant to this section and the due date shall be
clearly indicated on the tax notice. The collector
of taxes or the commissioner, as the case may be,
shall seasonably notify the owner of the excise
assessed and the due date, but failure to receive
notice shall not affect the validity of the excise.
The owner, if aggrieved by the excise assessed, may
at any time within 3 years after the date the excise
was due or 1 year after the date the excise was
paid, whichever is later, apply for an abatement to
the board of assessors, and from a decision of the
board of assessors upon such application, an ap-
peal may be taken to the county commissioners or
to the appellate tax board, all in accordance with
section 64 or 65 of chapter 59. If an abatement of
an excise assessed by a board of assessors is or-
dered by a decision of the county commissioners or
the appellate tax board, any overpayment with in-
terest thereon at the rate of six per cent per annum
from the date of payment shall be refunded by the
city or town treasurer from any available funds,
upon certificate by the collector of taxes and ap-
proval for payment as required by section fifty-two
of chapter forty-one, without any appropriations
therefor by the municipality. Owners who neglect
to pay the excise assessed under this chapter shall
pay interest at the rate of twelve per cent per
annum from the time when such excise was pay-
able until paid. The notice issued pursuant to this
section shall bear on its face a statement of the
time within which petitions for abatement of the
excise may be filed.
The provisions of chapter sixty-two C shall apply
to the excises assessed by the commissioner.
Amended by St.1936, c. 384, § 3; St.1938, c. 480, § 2;
St.1939, c. 366, § 4; St.1950, c. 666, § 2; St. 1952, c.
400; St.1953, c. 654, § 39; St.1954, c. 373, § 1; St. 1954,
c. 640, § 2; St.1957, c. 375; St.1959, c. 371, § 1;
St.1962, c. 231, § 2; St.1970, c. 142; St.1974, c. 211;
St.1976, c. 415, § 4; St.1978, c. 152; St.1980, c. 406,
§ 2; St.1981, c. 170; St.1982, c. 117, §§ 1, 2; St.1984, c.
33, § 2; St.1985, c. 534; St.1989, c. 341, § 45; St.1992,
c. 286, § 134; St.2004, c. 262, § 10, eff. Aug. 9, 2004;
St.2010, c. 188, § 55, eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1928, c. 379, § 1.
St.1930, c. 244, § 2.
St.1930, c. 416, § 15.
§ 2A. Nonpayment of taxes; collection; nonre-
newal of driver's license and vehicle
registration
If an excise assessed under this chapter remains
unpaid for fourteen days after a demand therefor
made more than one day after such excise becomes
due and payable, and if the local tax collector or
commissioner of revenue elects to utilize the ser-
vices of a deputy collector, then said deputy collec-
tor or the local tax collector or commissioner of
revenue, as the case may be, shall send a notice of
warrant to the delinquent taxpayer. In the event
that the delinquent taxpayer does not respond with-
in thirty days to said notice of warrant then a
service warrant shall be made. If the tax remains
unpaid after the service of warrant then the deputy
collector may, at the discretion of the local collec-
tor, return the uncollected warrants of those delin-
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quent taxpayers to the local tax collector or com-
missioner of revenue. The local tax collector, the
commissioner of revenue, or their designee, as the
case may be, may at any time and from time to
time not later than six years after the initial excise
tax issuance was made, transmit to the registrar of
motor vehicles, hereinafter in this section called
the registrar, in such form as approved by the
registrar and by the joint committee on taxation,
notice of such nonpayment, specifying the name
and address of the person to whom the excise is
assessed, the amount of the excise due and all
interest thereon and costs relative thereto and such
information as to the motor vehicle or trailer as-
sessed as was transmitted by the registrar to the
commissioner of revenue under section two; pro-
vided, however, that no notice shall be transmitted
to the registrar under this section at a time when
there is pending before the local board of assessors
or the appellate tax board, as the case may be, a
duly filed application for the abatement of such
excise in whole or in part nor within thirty days
after action upon any such application by the local
board of assessors or the appellate tax board, as
the case may be.
Upon receipt of such notification of nonpayment
the registrar shall place the matter on record and
not renew the license to operate a motor vehicle of
the registered owner of said vehicle or the registra-
tion of said vehicle nor allow an exchange of the
registration of such vehicle nor issue a new regis-
tration of such vehicle to the person to whom the
unpaid excise tax was assessed until after notice
from the local tax collector or the commissioner of
revenue that the matter has been disposed of in
accordance with law.
Upon such notification of nonpayment to the
registrar, an additional twenty dollar charge pay-
able to the registrar of motor vehicles shall be
assessed against the registered owner of said vehi-
cle. It shall be the duty of the local tax collector or
commissioner of revenue to notify the registrar
forthwith that such matters have been disposed of
in accordance with law; provided however, that a
certified receipt of full and final payment from
either the local tax collector or commissioner of
revenue shall also serve as a legal notice to the
registrar that the matter has been so disposed of.
Except as heretofore provided, the registrar shall
approve such forms as he deems necessary to im-
plement this section and said forms shall be print-
ed and used by the cities and towns.
On or before September first of each year, the
registrar of motor vehicles shall certify lor each
city and town in the commonwealth the total num-
ber of charges to be assessed pursuant to this
section based upon the number of notices received
by the registrar that have been disposed of in
accordance with law. The registrar shall include
such assessments in the warrants prepared in ac-
cordance with section twenty of chapter fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1938, c. 492, § 1. Amended by St. 1943, c.
18; St. 1945, c. 443; St.1953, c. 339, § 1; St.1958, c. 91;
St. 1969, c. 183; St.1970, c. 250; St. 1973, c. 139;
St.1976, c. 398, § 1; St. 1977, c. 737, § 2; St.1978, c.
183; St.1978, c. 514, § 88; St.1980, c. 572, § 15;
St.1989, c. 653, § 46; St.1990, c. 150, § 270; St.1992, c.
133, § 388; St.1993, c. 151, § 29; St.1996, c. 492.
§ 3. Remedies of collectors
In the collection of this excise, the collectors of
taxes shall have all the remedies provided by chap-
ter sixty.
Amended by St.1936, c. 384, § 4; St.1938, c. 480, § 3;
St.1976, c. 415, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1928, c. 379, § 1.
§ 4. Laws respecting registration of motor vehi-
cles; effect of this chapter
The provisions of this chapter, other than those
contained in section two A thereof, shall not be
construed to alter or amend the provisions of law
with respect to the registration of motor vehicles or
trailers.
Amended by St.1938, c. 480, § 4; St.1938, c. 492, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1928, c. 379, § 1.
§ 5. Repealed, 1953, 654, Sec. 40
§ 6. Where excise laid and collected
The excise locally assessable under this chapter
shall be laid and collected at the residential ad-
dress of the owner, if an individual, or at the
principal place of business in this commonwealth,
if a partnership, voluntary association or corpora-
tion, as determined by the owner's registration,
except that if a motor vehicle or trailer is custom-
arily kept in some other municipality, the excise
shall be laid and collected in such other municipal-
ity-
Amended by St.1936, c. 384, § 5; St.1938, c. 480, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1928, c. 379, § 1.
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§ 7. Uncollectible tax; abatement
If a collector is satisfied that an excise that has
been committed to him or to any of his predeces-
sors in office for collection, is uncollectible by
reason of the death, absence, poverty, insolvency,
bankruptcy, or other inability of the person as-
sessed to pay, he shall notify the assessors thereof
in writing on oath, stating why such excise cannot
be collected. The assessors shall act upon such
notification within thirty days, and, after due inqui-
ry, may abate such excise or any part thereof, and
shall certify such abatement in writing to the col-
lector, and said certificate shall discharge the col-
lector from further obligation to collect the excise
so abated.
Added by St. 1988, c. 43, § 10.
§ 8. Unpaid tax; abatement
Notwithstanding the failure of the owner of a
motor vehicle on which an excise was assessed
under this chapter to apply for an abatement with-
in the time set forth in section 2, the board of
assessors may abate the whole, or any part of any
such excise, or any interest thereon or costs rela-
tive thereto, that remains unpaid where, in the
assessors' opinion it should be abated. No such
abatements shall be granted unless they are in
accordance with such rules, regulations and guide-
lines as the commissioner of revenue may prescribe
and no interest shall be due in connection with any
such abatement. Whenever an abatement is grant-
ed under this section, the assessors shall enter the
same in their record of abatements. The assessors
shall annually, not later than August 1, report to
the commissioner, in the form and manner pre-
scribed by him, the abatements granted during the
prior fiscal year.
Added by St.2004, c. 262, §11, eff. Aug. 9, 2004.
§ 9. Deferral of excise due by Massachusetts
National Guard members and reservists
on active duty and dependents
In any city or town accepting the provisions of
this section and notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this chapter to the contrary, any excise due
under this chapter by a member of the Massachu-
setts National Guard or reservist or a dependent of
a member of the Massachusetts National Guard or
reservist shall be deferred while that member is on
active service outside the commonwealth and for a
period of up to 180 days after completion of that
service. No interest or penalties shall be assessed
for any period before the expiration of the 180
days.
Added by St.2008, c. 182, § 17, eff. July 1, 2008.
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CHAPTER 60B
EXCISE ON BOATS, SHIPS AND VESSELS IN LIEU OF LOCAL PROPERTY TAX
Chapter 60B of the General Laws was added by St. 1978, c. 581, § 5.
Section
1. Definitions.
2. Excise taxes.
3. Exemptions.
Section
4. Collector of taxes; penalties.
5. Collection provisions.
6. Ship and vessel information.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following words
shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
have the following meanings:
"Vessel", every watercraft, including document-
ed boats and ships, used or capable of being used
as a means of transportation on water, and in-
cludes all equipment, including mode of power,
and furnishings that are normally required aboard
the vessel during accomplishment of the functions
for which the vessel is being utilized.
"Habitually moored or docked", the place where
the owner has usual mooring or dockage for the
summer season.
"Principally situated", for a registered ship or
vessel where it is registered, and for a non regis-
tered ship or vessel, whether documented or not,
the city or town in Massachusetts where it is prin-
cipally located during the calendar year.
Added by St. 1 978, c. 581, § 5.
§ 2. Excise taxes
(a) Except as hereinafter provided there shall be
assessed and levied by each city and town in each
fiscal year on every vessel, and its equipment, for
the privilege of using the waterways of the com-
monwealth, an excise measured by the value there-
of, as hereinafter defined and determined, at the
rate of ten dollars per thousand of valuation.
(b) Any person who owns such a vessel on July
first shall annually, on or before August first, make
a return on oath to the assessors of the city or town
where such vessel is habitually moored or docked,
or in the case of a vessel which has no mooring or
docking space, where said vessel is principally situ-
ated, setting forth the vessel's registration or docu-
mentation number, if any; an adequate descrip-
tion, as well as the owner's estimate of the fair cash
value of said vessel and any engine or motor used
to propel said vessel, as of the next preceding July
first; and the place of habitual mooring or docking
or other principal location of said vessel.
(c) For the purpose of computing the excise un-
der this chapter the value of each such vessel, and
its equipment, shall be deemed to be the fair cash
value as determined by the assessors of each city
and town, but not in excess of the following values:
VALUATIONS OF VESSELS
(based on age of vessel)
Under 4 4 thru 6 7 or More
Years of Years of Years of
age age age
$ 1,000 $ 700 $ 400
1,500 1,000 800
3,000 2,000 1,500
5,000 3,300 2,500
7,500 5,000 3,800
10,500 7,000 5,300
14,000 9,300 7,000
18,500 12,300 9,300
24,000 16,000 12,000
31,500 2 1 ,000 15,800
41,000 27,300 20,500
50,000 33,000 24,800
LENGTH OF VESSEL
(Overall center line
Length excluding
bowsprits, boomkins and
similar extensions)
Under 16'
16' but less than 17.5'
17.5' but less than 20'
20' but less than 22.5'
22.5' but less than 25'
25' but less than 27.5'
27.5' but less than 30'
30' but less than 35'
35' but less than 40'
40' but less than 50'
50' but less than 60'
60' or over
(d) The payment of such excise shall exempt
such owner from any other tax applicable to said
vessels and their equipment under chapter fifty-
nine.
(e) If an owner fails to make such a return
within the time herein provided, the assessors may
abate the tax otherwise imposed by this chapter if
such owner provides the assessors with a reason-
able excuse for failure to file such return and if the
return is filed on or before October thirty-first of
the year in which the tax is assessed; but no
abatement hereunder shall reduce the tax other-
wise imposed to an amount less than the sum of
the excise imposed by this section plus fifty per
cent thereof.
(f) Said excise shall be assessed in the city or
town where the vessel is habitually moored or
docked, or in the case of a ship or vessel which has
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no mooring or docking space, where the ship or
vessel is principally situated; provided, however,
that if more than one municipality owns property
in a harbor, the municipality which maintains such
harbor in which the vessel is habitually moored,
docked or situated shall assess and collect said
excise; and provided, further, that where more
than one municipality maintains portions of the
harbor, the municipality which maintains that por-
tion of the harbor in which the vessel is habitually
moored, docked or situated shall assess and collect
said excise.
(g) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prevent the board of assessors from granting an
abatement in any case in which the excise afore-
said is, in the opinion of the board, excessive.
(h) If during any fiscal year ownership of a boat
subject to an excise under this chapter is trans-
ferred by sale or otherwise, or if during any fiscal
year the owner of a boat subject to such an excise
removes to another state and registers a boat in
such other state and surrenders or does not renew
his registration in this state, the excise under this
chapter shall be reduced, upon application, by an
abatement equal to the proportion of an excise
under this chapter on such boat for the full fiscal
year which the number of months in said year
remaining after the month in which such transfer
by sale or otherwise or such surrender or expira-
tion of registration occurs bears to twelve.
(i) All sums received from the excise imposed
under this chapter shall be paid into the treasury of
the city or town and fifty per cent of said excise
shall be credited to the municipal waterways im-
provement and maintenance fund established un-
der the provisions of section five G of chapter forty.
Added by St.1978, c. 581, § 5. Amended by St.1983, c.
25, § 1; St.1985, c. 526; St.1989, c. 687, § 19.
§ 3. Exemptions
The excise imposed by this chapter shall not
apply to vessels described in section eight of chap-
ter fifty-nine and in section sixty-seven of chapter
sixty-three; to vessels owned by the commonwealth
or any political subdivision thereof; to law enforce-
ment vessels; to vessels under construction; to
ferries; to boats, fishing gear and nets owned and
actually used by the owner in the prosecution of his
business if engaged exclusively in commercial fish-
ing, with a total value of ten thousand dollars or
less; nor to other vessels with a value of one
thousand dollars or less. Said exemptions shall
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not subject said vessels and their equipment to any
other tax under section four of chapter fifty-nine.
Added by St.1978, c. 581, § 5.
§ 4. Collector of taxes; penalties
The board of assessors, upon assessing the excise
imposed by this chapter, shall commit the same to
the collector of taxes with their warrant for the
collection thereof. The collector of taxes shall sea-
sonably notify the owner of the excise assessed and
the due date, but failure to receive notice shall not
affect the validity of the excise. Said excise shall
be due and payable at the expiration of sixty days
from the date upon which the notice was issued by
the collector pursuant to this chapter.
Failure to pay said excise by the due date shall
result in a penalty being imposed which shall be
equal to twenty dollars or twenty per cent of the
amount of the excise due, whichever is greater.
The penalty shall be in addition to the amount of
excise due and any interest thereon imposed by
law. If said excise remains unpaid after the due
date, the harbormaster of a city or town shall
refuse to allow the vessel to moor, dock, or other-
wise be situated within the waterways of said city
or town. All sums received from said penalty shall
be credited to the Municipal Waterways Improve-
ment and Maintenance Fund, established under the
provisions of clause (72) of section five of chapter
forty.
Added by St.1978, c. 581, § 5. Amended by St. 1987, c.
175.
§ 5. Collection provisions
The provisions of law relative to the collection,
payment, abatement, verification and administra-
tion of the motor vehicle excise imposed under
chapter sixty A shall so far as pertinent apply to the
excise imposed under this chapter.
Added by St.1978, c. 581, § 5.
§ 6. Ship and vessel information
The commissioner of corporations and taxation
shall annually transmit to the director of marine
and recreational vehicles a list of all ships or ves-
sels documented as of July first under the laws of
the United States whose owners reside in Massa-
chusetts. The boat list shall include for each boat
the name and residence of the registered owner,
the documentation number, type, length, and mod-
el year of the boat and type and horsepower of the
engine or motor used to propel said boat and the
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city or town in which it is habitually moored or
docked.
Added by St. 1 978, c. 581, § 5.
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CHAPTER 61
CLASSIFICATION AND TAXATION OF FOREST LANDS AND FOREST PRODUCTS
St. 1941, c. 652, § 1, rewrote the Chapter 61 heading, which prior thereto read, "Taxation of Forest
Products and Classification and Taxation of Forest Lands".
St. 1981, c. 768, § 1, struck out Chapter 61, entitled "Classification and Taxation of Forest Lands
and Forest Products", consisting of§§ 1 to 7, and enacted a new Chapter 61, consisting of§§ 1 to 8.
Section
1
.
Definitions.
2. Classification of forest lands by assessors; applica-
tion.
2A. Tax rate for certified forest land.
3. Valuation of forest production land; assessment of
property taxes; grievance procedure.
4. Valuation of buildings and dwellings located on
forest production land.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 1 . Definitions
For purposes of this chapter, unless the context
otherwise requires, the following words shall have
the following meanings:
—
"Cut", sever or taken from the soil.
"Forest land", land devoted to the growth of
forest products. Upon application, the state forest-
er may allow accessory land devoted to other non-
timber uses to be included in certification.
"Forest products", wood, timber, Christmas
trees, other tree forest growth and any other prod-
uct produced by forest vegetation.
"Certification", approval of a forest management
plan by the state forester.
"Contiguous land", land separated from other
land under the same ownership by a public or
private way, waterway or an easement for water
supply.
"Forest management plan" or "management
plan", a completed copy of a form provided by the
state forester executed by the owner and the state
forester that provides for a ten year program of
forest management, including intermediate and re-
generation cuttings.
"Cutting plan", a completed copy of a form ap-
proved by the state forester which describes the
species, dimensions, and quantity of a proposed
forest crop to be harvested and which is certified
by the state forester as being in accordance with
the provisions of section forty to forty-six, inclusive,
of chapter one hundred and thirty-two.
Section
5. Special and betterment assessments.
6. Conveyance tax on forest production land sold for
other use; rate; exceptions.
7. Disqualification of land from classification; roll-
back taxes; calculation; interest.
8. Conversion of land to residential, industrial or
commercial use; notice to city or town; first
refusal option.
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
"Not used for purposes incompatible with forest
production", uses formally proposed or permitted
that do not interfere with or reduce the quantity
and quality of a continuous forest crop.
"Owner", person, persons, or another legal enti-
ty holding title to a parcel of forest land.
"Parcel", land held by the same owner under a
deed of title which has no encumbrance incompati-
ble with this chapter.
"Region", one of the five geographic subdivisions
of the commonwealth utilized for administrative
purposes by the department of environmental man-
agement.
Added bv St. 1981, c. 768, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, §§ 2 to 6, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 2. Classification of forest lands by assessors;
application
Except as otherwise herein provided, all forest
land, parcels of not less than 10 contiguous acres
in area, used for forest production shall be classi-
fied by the assessors as forest land upon written
application sufficient for identification and certifi-
cation by the state forester. Such application shall
be accompanied by a forest management plan.
The state forester will have sole responsibility for
review and certification with regard to forest land
and forest production.
The rate of tax applicable to certified forest land
shall be the rate determined to be applicable to
class three, commercial property under chapter 59.
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Upon receipt of such certified application, the
board of assessors shall, upon a form approved by
the commissioner of revenue, forthwith record in
the registry of deeds of the county or district in
which the parcel is situated, a statement of such
classification which shall constitute a lien upon the
land for taxes levied under the provisions of this
chapter. The statement shall name the owner and
a description of the land. The assessors shall re-
turn a copy of said recorded statement to the office
of the state forester containing the date, book and
page number of such recording. Said lien may be
discharged by the board of assessors. All record-
ing fees in connection with such statement or dis-
charge shall be paid by the owner of such parcel.
Land shall be removed from classification by the
assessor unless, at least every ten years, the owner
files with said assessor a new certification by the
state forester. The state forester, or his designee,
shall have the authority to enter on private lands
for the purpose of making investigations to assure
compliance with this chapter. Classified forest
land shall be subject to the taxes provided in sec-
tion three. Buildings and structures and the land
on which they are erected and which is accessory
to their use shall not be entitled to be classified as
forest land.
If a single parcel or tract of land consists in part
of forest land and in part of other land, the portion
consisting of forest land, if said portion comprises
at least ten contiguous acres in area and otherwise
conforms to the requirements of this chapter shall
be classified forest land upon application as herein-
before provided.
An application to have land classified as forest
land shall be submitted to the state forester prior to
July first in any year. After certification the owner
shall submit to the assessors prior to October first
of the same year evidence of certification together
with the approved management plan. Classifica-
tion shall take effect on January first of the year
following certification and taxation under this
chapter and shall commence with the fiscal year
beginning after said January first.
When in judgment of the assessors, land which is
classified as forest land or which is the subject of
an application for such classification is not being
managed under a program, or is being used for
purposes incompatible with forest production, or
does not otherwise qualify under this chapter, the
assessors may, on or before December first in any
year file an appeal in writing mailed by certified
mail to the state forester requesting a denial of
application or, in the case of classified land, re-
questing removal of the land from such classifica-
tion. Such appeal shall state the reasons for such
request. A copy of the appeal shall be mailed by
the assessors by certified mail to the owner of the
land. The state forester may initiate, on or before
December first of any year, a proceeding to remove
land from classification, sending notice of his ac-
tion by certified mail to the assessors and the
owner of such land. The state forester may deny
the owner's application, may withdraw all or part
of the land from classification, or may grant the
application, imposing such terms and conditions as
he deems reasonable to carry out the purpose of
this chapter, and shall notify the assessors and the
owner of his decision no later than March first of
the following year. If the owner or the assessors
are aggrieved by his decision they may, on or
before April fifteenth, give notice to the state forest-
er of a claim of appeal. The state forester shall
convene on or before May fifteenth, a panel in the
region in which the land is located. Said panel
shall consist of three members, one of whom shall
be named by the state forester, one of whom shall
be named by the assessors, and one of whom shall
be named by the state forester and the assessors.
Said panel shall give notice of the date and place of
the hearing in writing to the parties seven days at
least before the date of said hearing. The panel
shall furnish the parties, in writing, a notice of its
decision within ten days after the adjournment of
said hearing. Decisions of the panel shall be by
majority vote of its members. If the owner or the
assessors are aggrieved by such decision, they may,
within forty-five days from receipt of the decision,
petition either the superior court in the county in
which the land is located for a review of such
decision under the provisions of chapter thirty A or
the appellate tax board under the provisions of
chapter fifty-eight A, and said land shall not be
classified or withdrawn from classification until the
final determination of such petition. The state
forester may adopt such regulations as he deems
necessary to carry out the provisions of this chap-
ter.
Added by St. 1981, c. 768, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, §§ 7 to 1 1, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 2A. Tax rate for certified forest land
In a city or town that accepts this section, the
rate of tax applicable to certified forest land shall
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be the rate determined to be applicable to class
two, open space.
Added by St.2006, c. 394, § 12, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 3. Valuation of forest production land; as-
sessment of property taxes; grievance
procedure
For general property tax purposes, the value of
land that is actively devoted to forest production
use during the tax year in issue and has not been
used for purposes incompatible with forest produc-
tion in the 2 immediately preceding tax years,
shall, upon application of the owner of that land
and approval of that application, be the value that
the land has for forest production purposes.
The board of assessors of a city or town, in
valuing land with respect to which timely applica-
tion has been made and approved as provided in
this chapter, shall consider only those indicia of
value which the land has for forest production.
The board, in establishing the use value of land,
shall use the list of ranges published under section
11 of chapter 61 A and its personal knowledge,
judgment and experience as to forest land values,
but these factors shall be limited to data specific to
forest production.
The land tax shall be committed to the collector
for collection in the same manner as taxes assessed
under chapter 59. The collector shall notify the
person assessed of the amount of the tax in the
manner provided in section 3 of chapter 60. For
the collection of taxes under this chapter the collec-
tor shall have all the remedies provided by chapter
60. Taxes so assessed shall be due and payable on
October first of the year in which the return is
required to be made, and, if not paid on or before
November first of the year of assessment, or within
30 days after notification of the taxes if the notice
is given after October first, shall bear interest at the
rate as provided in section 57 of chapter 59. Any
person aggrieved by the assessment of a tax under
this section may, within 30 days after the date of
notice of the tax, apply in writing to the assessors
upon a form approved by the commissioner of
revenue for abatement of that tax, and if the asses-
sors, after hearing, find that the tax is excessive,
they shall abate it in whole or in part. If the tax
has been paid, the town treasurer shall repay to the
person assessed the amount of the abatement with
interest on that amount at the current rate provid-
ed in section 69 of said chapter 59. Any person
aggrieved by the refusal of the assessors to abate a
tax in whole or in part or by their failure to act
upon an application may appeal to the appellate
tax board within 30 days after the date of notice of
decision of the assessors or within 3 months after
the date of the application for abatement, whichev-
er date is later. Any overpayment of tax deter-
mined by decision of the appellate tax board shall
be reimbursed by the town treasurer with interest
at the current rate as provided in said section 69.
Added by St. 1981, c. 768, § 1. Amended by St. 1986, c.
557, § 70; St.2006, c. 394, § 13, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 4. Valuation of buildings and dwellings locat-
ed on forest production land
All buildings located on land which is valued,
assessed and taxed on the basis of its forest produc-
tion use in accordance with this chapter and all
land occupied by a dwelling or regularly used for
family living shall be valued, assessed and taxed by
the same standards, methods and procedures as
other taxable property.
Added by St. 1981, c. 768, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, § 14, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 5. Special and betterment assessments
Land qualifying for valuation, assessment and
taxation under this chapter shall be subject to
special assessments or betterment assessments to
the pro rata extent that the service or facility fi-
nanced by the assessment is used for improving the
forest production use capability of the land or for
the personal benefit of the owner of the land.
These assessments shall, upon application, be sus-
pended during the time the land is in forest pro-
duction use and shall become due and payable as
of the date when the use of the land is changed.
Payment of the assessment and interest on it shall
be made in accordance with section 13 of chapter
80, but interest shall be computed from the date of
the change in use. In the event only a portion of a
tract of land which benefits from a suspension of
payment is changed from this use, the assessment
shall become due and payable as of the date when
the use was changed only to the extent of and in
the proportion that the frontage of that portion
bears to the street frontage of the entire tract of
land which originally benefited from a suspension
of payment. Upon receipt of full payment of a
portion of a suspended assessment, the tax collec-
tor shall dissolve the lien for the assessment insofar
as it affects the portion of the land changed from
forest production use. The lien for the portion of
the original assessment which remains unpaid shall
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continue and remain in full force and effect until
dissolved in accordance with law. A request for a
release shall be made in writing to the tax collector
and shall be accompanied by a plan and any other
information that is required in the case of a request
for a division of an assessment under section 4.
Added by St. 1981, e. 768, § 1. Amended by St. 1987, c.
89; St.2006, e. 394, § 15, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 6. Conveyance tax on forest production land
sold for other use; rate; exceptions
[Text of section applicable as provided by
2006, 394, Sec. 51]
Any land in forest production use which is val-
ued, assessed and taxed under this chapter, if sold
for other use within a period of 10 years after the
date of its acquisition or after the earliest date of its
uninterrupted use by the current owner in forest
production, whichever is earlier, shall be subject to
a conveyance tax applicable to the total sales price
of that land, which tax shall be in addition to taxes
that may be imposed under any other law. Not-
withstanding the previous sentence, no conveyance
tax shall be assessed if the land involved, or a
lesser interest in that land, is acquired for a natural
resource purpose by the city or town in which it is
situated, by the commonwealth or by a nonprofit
conservation organization, but if any portion of the
land is sold or converted to commercial, residential
or industrial use within 5 years after acquisition by
a nonprofit conservation organization, the convey-
ance tax shall be assessed against the nonprofit
conservation organization in the amount that
would have been assessed at the time of acquisition
of the subject parcel by the nonprofit conservation
organization had such transaction been subject to a
conveyance tax. The conveyance tax shall be as-
sessed on only that portion of land whose use has
changed. The conveyance tax shall be at the fol-
lowing rate: 10 per cent if sold within the first year
of ownership; 9 per cent if sold within the second
year of ownership; 8 per cent if sold within the
third year of ownership; 7 per cent if sold within
the fourth year of ownership; 6 per cent if sold
within the fifth year of ownership; 5 per cent if
sold within the sixth year of ownership; 4 per cent
if sold within the seventh year of ownership; 3 per
cent if sold within the eighth year of ownership; 2
per cent if sold within the ninth year of ownership;
and 1 per cent if sold within the tenth year of
ownership. No conveyance tax shall be imposed
under this section after the end of the tenth year of
ownership. The conveyance tax shall be due and
payable by the grantor at the time of transfer of the
property by deed or other instrument of convey-
ance and shall be payable to the tax collector of the
city or town in which the property is entered upon
the tax list, but in the case of taking by eminent
domain, the value of the property taken shall be
determined in accordance with chapter 79, and the
amount of conveyance tax, if any, shall be added as
an added value. If there is filed with the board of
assessors an affidavit by the purchaser that the
land is being purchased for forest production use,
no conveyance tax shall be payable by the seller by
reasons of the sale, but if the land is not in fact
continued in this use for at least 5 consecutive
years, the purchaser shall be liable for any convey-
ance tax that would have been payable on the sale
as a sale for other use. The conveyance tax shall
be assessed on only that portion of land for which
the use has changed.
Except with respect to eminent domain takings,
this section shall not be applicable to the following:
mortgage deeds; deeds to or by the city or town in
which the land is located; deeds which correct,
modify, supplement or confirm a deed previously
recorded; deeds between husband and wife and
parent and child when no consideration is re-
ceived; tax deeds; deeds releasing any property
which is a security for a debt or other obligation;
deeds for division of property between owners
without monetary consideration; foreclosures of
mortgages and conveyances by the foreclosing par-
ties; deeds made under a merger of a corporation
or by a subsidiary corporation to its parent corpo-
ration for no consideration other than the cancella-
tion and surrender of capital stock of the subsidiary
which do not change beneficial ownership; and
property transferred by devise or otherwise as a
result of death.
A nonexempt transfer after any exempt transfer
or transfers shall be subject to this section. Upon
the nonexempt transfer, the date of acquisition by
the grantor, for purposes of this section, shall be
considered to be the date of the last preceding
transfer not excluded by the foregoing provisions
from application of this section, but in the case of
transfer by a grantor who has acquired the proper-
ty from a foreclosing mortgagee, the date of acqui-
sition shall be considered to be the date of the
acquisition. Any land in forest production use
which is valued, assessed and taxed under this
chapter, if changed by the owner of the land to
another use within a period of 10 years after the
date of its acquisition by that owner, shall be sub-
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ject to the conveyance tax applicable under this
section at the time of the change in use as if there
had been an actual conveyance, and the value of
the land for the purpose of determining a total
sales price shall be fair market value as determined
by the board of assessors of the city or town in-
volved for all other property.
If any tax imposed under this section should not
be paid, the collector of taxes shall have the same
powers and be subject to the same duties with
respect to these taxes as in the case of the annual
taxes upon real estate, and the law in regard to the
collection of the annual taxes, the sale of land for
the nonpayment of taxes and redemption shall ap-
ply to these taxes.
No conveyance tax imposed by this section will
be assessed on land that is considered to be in
agricultural use under sections 1 and 3 of chapter
61 A, in horticultural use under sections 2 and 3 of
said chapter 61 A or recreational land under section
1 of chapter 6 IB.
Added by St. 1981, c. 768, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, § 16, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 7. Disqualification of land from classification;
roll-back taxes; calculation; interest
Whenever land which is valued, assessed and
taxed under this chapter no longer meets the defi-
nition of forest land, it shall be subject to additional
taxes, in this section called roll-back taxes, in the
tax year in which it is disqualified and in each of
the 4 immediately preceding tax years in which the
land was so valued, assessed and taxed, but these
roll-back taxes shall not apply unless the amount of
the taxes, as computed under this section, exceeds
the amount, imposed under section 6 and, in that
case, the land shall not be subject to the convey-
ance tax imposed under said section 6. For each
tax year, the roll-back tax shall be an amount equal
to the difference, if any, between the taxes paid or
payable for that tax year in accordance with this
chapter and the taxes that would have been paid or
payable in that tax year had the land been valued,
assessed and taxed without regard to these provi-
sions.
If, at the time during a tax year when a change
in land use has occurred, the land is not valued,
assessed and taxed under this chapter, then the
land shall be subject to roll-back taxes only for
those years of the 5 immediately preceding years in
which the land was valued, assessed and taxed
under this chapter.
In determining the amount of roll-back taxes on
land which has undergone a change in use, the
board of assessors shall ascertain the following for
each of the roll-back tax years involved:
—
(a) the full and fair value of the land under the
valuation standard applicable to other land in the
city or town;
(b) the amount of the land assessment for the
particular tax year;
(c) the amount of the additional assessment on
the land for the particular tax year by deducting
the amount of the actual assessment on the land for
that year from the amount of the land assessment
determined under subsection (a); and
(d) the amount of the roll-back tax for that tax
year by multiplying the amount of the additional
assessment determined under subsection (c) by the
general property tax rate of the city or town appli-
cable for that tax year.
Roll-back taxes will be subject to simple interest
at a rate of 5 per cent per annum. If the board of
assessors determines that the total amount of roll-
back taxes to be assessed under this section, before
the addition of any interest, as provided for in the
preceding paragraph, would be less than $10, no
tax shall be assessed.
No roll-back tax imposed by this section will be
assessed on land that meets the definition of land
in agricultural use under sections 1 and 3 of chap-
ter 61A or the definition of land in horticultural use
under sections 2 and 3 of said chapter 61A or the
definition of recreational land under section 1 of
chapter 6 IB.
Land retained as open space as required for the
mitigation of a development shall be subject to the
roll-back taxes imposed by this section.
Added by St. 1981, c. 768, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, § 17, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 8. Conversion of land to residential, industri-
al or commercial use; notice to city or
town; first refusal option
Land taxed under this chapter shall not be sold
for, or converted to, residential, industrial or com-
mercial use while so taxed or within 1 year after
that time unless the city or town in which the land
is located has been notified of the intent to sell for,
or to convert to, that other use.
The discontinuance of forest certification shall
not, in itself, for the purposes of this section, be
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considered a conversion. Specific use of land for a
residence for the owner, the owner's spouse or a
parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, or brother
or sister of the owner, or surviving husband or wife
of any deceased such relative, or for living quarters
for any persons actively employed full-time in the
forest use of that land, shall not be a conversion for
the purposes of this section, and a certificate of the
board of assessors, recorded with the registry of
deeds, shall conclusively establish that particular
use.
Any notice of intent to sell for other use shall be
accompanied by a statement of intent to sell, a
statement of proposed use of the land, the location
and acreage of land as shown on a map drawn at
the scale of the assessors map in the city or town in
which the land is situated, and the name, address
and telephone number of the landowner.
Any notice of intent to sell for other use shall be
accompanied by a certified copy of an executed
purchase and sale agreement specifying the pur-
chase price and all terms and conditions of the
proposed sale, which is limited to only the property
classified under this chapter, and which shall be a
bona fide offer as described below.
Any notice of intent to sell for other use shall also
be accompanied by any additional agreements or a
statement of any additional consideration for any
contiguous land under the same ownership, and
not classified under this chapter, but sold or to be
sold contemporaneously with the proposed sale.
For the purposes of this chapter, a bona fide
offer to purchase shall mean a good faith offer, not
dependent upon potential changes to current zon-
ing or conditions or contingencies relating to the
potential for, or the potential extent of, subdivision
of the property for residential use or the potential
for, or the potential extent of development of the
property for industrial or commercial use, made by
a party unaffiliated with the landowner for a fixed
consideration payable upon delivery of the deed.
Any notice of intent to convert to other use shall
be accompanied by a statement of intent to con-
vert, a statement of proposed use of the land, the
location and acreage of land as shown on a map
drawn at the scale of the assessors map in the city
or town in which the land is situated, the name,
address and telephone number of the landowner
and the landowner's attorney, if any.
The notice of intent to sell or convert shall be
sent by the landowner, by certified mail or hand-
delivered, to the mayor and city council of a city,
or board of selectmen of a town, and in the case of
either a city or a town, to its board of assessors, to
its planning board and conservation commission, if
any, and to the state forester.
A notarized affidavit that the landowner has
mailed or delivered a notice of intent to sell or
convert shall be conclusive evidence that the land-
owner has mailed the notice in the manner and at
the time specified. Each affidavit shall have at-
tached to it a copy of the notice of intent to which
it relates.
The notice of intent to sell or convert shall be
considered to have been duly mailed if addressed
to the mayor and city council or board of select-
men in care of the city or town clerk; to the
planning board and conservation commission if
addressed to them directly; to the state forester if
addressed to the commissioner of the department
of conservation and recreation and to the assessors
if addressed to them directly.
If the notice of intent to sell or convert does not
contain all of the material as described above, then
the town or city, within 30 days after receipt, shall
notify the landowner in writing that the notice is
insufficient and does not comply.
For a period of 120 days after the day following
the latest date of deposit in the United States mail
of any notice which complies with this section, the
city or town shall have, in the case of intended sale,
a first refusal option to meet a bona fide offer to
purchase the land.
In the case of intended or determined conversion
not involving sale, the municipality shall have an
option to purchase the land at full and fair market
value to be determined by an impartial appraisal
performed by a certified appraiser hired at the
expense of the municipality or its assignee, the
original appraisal to be completed and delivered to
the landowner within 30 days after the notice of
conversion to the municipality. In the event that
the landowner is dissatisfied with the original ap-
praisal, the landowner may, at the landowner's
expense, contract for a second appraisal, the sec-
ond appraisal to be completed within 60 days after
the delivery of the notice to convert. If, after
completion of the second appraisal, the parties
cannot agree on a consideration, the parties shall
contract with a mutually acceptable appraiser for a
third appraisal whose cost will be borne equally by
both parties. The third appraisal shall be delivered
to both parties within 90 days after the notice of
521
61 §8 MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
conversion to the municipality and shall be the
final determination of consideration. Upon agree-
ment of a consideration, the city or town shall then
have 120 days to exercise its option. During the
appraisal process, the landowner may revoke the
intent to convert at any time and with no recourse
to either party.
This option may be exercised only after a public
hearing followed by written notice signed by the
mayor or board of selectmen, mailed to the land-
owner by certified mail at such address as may be
specified in the notice of intent. Notice of the
public hearing shall be given in accordance with
section 23B of chapter 39.
The notice of exercise shall also be recorded at
the registry of deeds and shall contain the name of
the record owner of the land and description of the
premises adequate for identification of it.
The notice to the landowner of the city or town's
election to exercise its option shall be accompanied
by a proposed purchase and sale contract or other
agreement between the city or town and the land-
owner which, if executed, shall be fulfilled within a
period of not more than 90 days after the date the
contract or agreement, endorsed by the landowner,
is returned by certified mail to the mayor or board
of selectmen, or upon expiration of any extended
period the landowner has agreed to in writing,
whichever is later.
At the public hearing or a further public hearing,
the city or town may assign its option to a nonprof-
it conservation organization or to the common-
wealth or any of its political subdivisions under
terms and conditions that the mayor or board of
selectmen may consider appropriate. Notice of the
public hearing shall be given in accordance with
section 23B of chapter 39.
The assignment shall be for the purpose of main-
taining no less than 70 per cent of the land in use
as forest land as defined in section 1 of this chap-
ter, as agricultural and horticultural land as de-
fined in sections 1 and 2 of chapter 61A or as
recreation land as defined in section 1 of chapter
6 IB, and in no case shall the assignee develop a
greater proportion of the land than was proposed
by the developer whose offer gave rise to the as-
signment. All land other than land that is to be
developed shall then be bound by a permanent
deed restriction that meets the requirements of
chapter 184.
If the first refusal option has been assigned to a
nonprofit conservation organization or to the com-
monwealth or any of its political subdivisions as
provided in this section, the mayor or board of
selectmen shall provide written notice of assign-
ment to the landowner.
The notice of assignment shall state the name
and address of the organization or agency of the
commonwealth which will exercise the option in
addition to the terms and conditions of the assign-
ment. The notice of assignment shall be recorded
with the registry of deeds.
Failure to record either the notice of exercise or
the notice of assignment within the 120 day period
shall be conclusive evidence that the city or town
has not exercised its option.
If the option has been assigned to a nonprofit
conservation organization or to the commonwealth
or any of its political subdivisions, the option may
be exercised by the assignee only by written notice
to the landowner signed by the assignee, mailed to
the landowner by certified mail at the address that
is specified in the notice of intent. The notice of
exercise shall also be recorded with the registry of
deeds and shall contain the name of the record
owner of the land and description of the premises
adequate for identification of them.
The notice of exercise to the landowner shall be
accompanied by a proposed purchase and sale
contract or other agreement between the assignee
and landowner which, if executed, shall be fulfilled
within a period of not more than 90 days, or upon
expiration of any extended period the landowner
has agreed to in writing, from the date the contract
or agreement, endorsed by the landowner, is re-
turned by certified mail to the assignee.
During the 120 day period, the city or town or its
assignees, shall have the right, at reasonable times
and upon reasonable notice, to enter upon said
land for the purpose of surveying and inspecting
said land, including but not limited to soil testing
for purposes of Title V and the taking of water
samples.
The city or town or its assignee shall have all
rights assigned to the buyer in the purchase and
sales agreement contained in the notice of intent.
If the city or town elects not to exercise the
option, and not to assign its right to exercise the
option, the city or town shall send written notice of
non-exercise signed by the mayor or board of se-
lectmen to the landowner by certified mail at the
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address that is specified in the notice of intent.
The notice of non-exercise shall contain the name
of the owner of record of the land and description
of the premises adequate for identification of them,
and shall be recorded with the registry of deeds.
No sale or conversion of the land shall be con-
summated until the option period has expired or
the notice of non-exercise has been recorded with
the registry of deeds, and no sale of the land shall
be consummated if the terms of the sale differ in
any material way from the terms of the purchase
and sale agreement which accompanied the bona
fide offer to purchase as described in the notice of
intent to sell except as provided in this section.
This section shall not apply to a mortgage fore-
closure sale, but the holder of a mortgage shall, at
least 90 days before a foreclosure sale, send written
notice of the time and place of the sale to the
parties in the manner described in this section for
notice of intent to sell or convert, and the giving of
this notice may be established by an affidavit as
described in this section.
Added by St. 1981, c. 768, § 1. Amended by St. 1987, c.
95, §§ 1, 2; St.1987, c. 142, §§ 1, 2; St.2006, c. 394,
§ 18, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
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CHAPTER 61A
ASSESSMENT AND TAXATION OF AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL LAND
Chapter 61A of the General Laws was added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. The title of Chapter 61A was
inserted by St. 1986, c. 557, § 71.
2.
3.
4A.
Section
Land in agricultural use defined.
Land in horticultural use defined.
Land of five-acre minimum area actively devoted
to agricultural or horticultural uses defined;
gross sales and program payment standard.
Valuation of land in agricultural, etc. use; contigu-
ous land; tax rate.
Tax rate for land actively devoted to agricultural or
horticultural use.
Contiguous land under one ownership within more
than one city or town.
Annual determination of eligibility for valuation;
application; form; certification.
Additional assessment; change in use in pre-tax
year between October 1 and June 30.
Timely filing of application in towns or cities with
programs of revaluation not completed by Octo-
ber 1 of pre-tax year.
Allowance or disallowance of application for valua-
tion; notice; liens.
Factors to be considered in valuing land.
Farmland valuation advisory commission; expen-
ditures.
Sale of land or change of use; liability for convey-
ance tax; exemptions.
8.
10.
11.
12.
Section
13. Change of use; liability for roll-back taxes.
Sale for or conversion to residential or commercial
use; notice of intent to city or town; option to
purchase; assignment of option.
Taxation of buildings and land occupied by dwell-
ing.
Continuance of land valuation, assessment and tax-
ation under this chapter dependent upon qualify-
ing use.
Separation of land to other use; liability for con-
veyance or roll-back taxes; continuing qualifica-
tion of remainder.
Special or betterment assessments; payment; in-
terest.
Roll-back taxes; procedures for assessment; ap-
peal to appellate tax board.
Sale of land; certification of taxes paid or payable.
Valuation and assessment for purposes other than
provisions of this chapter; equalization.
Factual details on tax list.
Rules and regulations; forms and procedures.
Use of valuation, etc. procedures to evade taxes;
penalties.
Severability.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
19A
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1 . Land in agricultural use defined
Land shall be deemed to be in agricultural use
when primarily and directly used in raising ani-
mals, including, but not limited to, dairy cattle,
beef cattle, poultry, sheep, swine, horses, ponies,
mules, goats, bees and fur-bearing animals, for the
purpose of selling such animals or a product de-
rived from such animals in the regular course of
business; or when primarily and directly used in a
related manner which is incidental thereto and
represents a customary and necessary use in rais-
ing such animals and preparing them or the prod-
ucts derived therefrom for market.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1.
§ 2. Land in horticultural use defined
Land shall be considered to be in horticultural
use when primarily and directly used in raising
fruits, vegetables, berries, nuts and other foods for
human consumption, feed for animals, tobacco,
flower, sod, trees, nursery or greenhouse products,
and ornamental plants and shrubs for the purpose
of selling these products in the regular course of
business; or when primarily and directly used in
raising forest products under a certified forest
management plan, approved by and subject to pro-
cedures established by the state forester, designed
to improve the quantity and quality of a continuous
crop for the purpose of selling these products in
the regular course of business; or when primarily
and directly used in a related manner which is
incidental to those uses and represents a customary
and necessary use in raising these products and
preparing them for market.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
794, § 1; St.2006, c. 394, § 19, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 3. Land of five-acre minimum area actively
devoted to agricultural or horticultural
uses defined; gross sales and program
payment standard
Land not less than five acres in area shall be
deemed to be actively devoted to agricultural or
horticultural uses when the gross sales of agricul-
tural, horticultural or agricultural and horticultural
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products resulting from such uses together with the
amount, if any, payable under a soil conservation
or pollution abatement program of the federal gov-
ernment or the commonwealth total not less than
five hundred dollars per year or when the use of
such land is clearly proven to be for the purpose of
achieving an annual total of not less than five
hundred dollars from such gross sales and program
payments within the normal product development
period as determined by the farmland valuation
advisory commission established pursuant to sec-
tion eleven of this chapter. In cases where the
land is more than five acres in area, the gross sales
and program payment standard above set forth
shall be increased at the rate of five dollars per
acre except in the case of woodland or wetland for
which such increase shall be at the rate of fifty
cents per acre.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 1118, § 1.
§ 4. Valuation of land in agricultural, etc. use;
contiguous land; tax rate
For general property tax purposes, the value of
land, not less than five acres in area, which is
actively devoted to agricultural, horticultural or
agricultural and horticultural uses during the tax
year in issue and has been so devoted for at least
the two immediately preceding tax years, shall,
upon application of the owner of such land and
approval thereof, be that value which such land has
for agricultural or horticultural purposes. For the
said tax purposes, land so devoted shall be deemed
to include such contiguous land under the same
ownership as is not committed to residential, in-
dustrial or commercial use and which is covered
by application submitted pursuant to section six.
Land shall be deemed contiguous if it is separated
from other land under the same ownership only by
a public or private way or waterway.
Land under the same ownership shall be deemed
contiguous if it is connected to other land under
the same ownership by an easement for water
supply. All such land which is contiguous or is
deemed contiguous for purposes of this chapter
shall not exceed in acreage one hundred per cent
of the acreage which is actively devoted to agricul-
tural, horticultural or agricultural and horticultural
uses.
The rate of tax applicable to such agricultural or
horticultural land shall be the rate determined to
be applicable to class three, commercial property
under chapter fifty-nine.
Added bv Si. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1979, c.
797, § 21; St. 1980, c. 261, § 18; St.1985, c. 387, § 1.
§ 4A. Tax rate for land actively devoted to agri-
cultural or horticultural use
In a city or town that accepts this section, the
rate of tax applicable to land actively devoted to
agricultural, horticultural or agricultural and horti-
cultural uses shall be the rate determined to be
applicable to class two, open space.
Added by St.2006, c. 394, § 20, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 5. Contiguous land under one ownership
within more than one city or town
Where contiguous land in agricultural, horticul-
tural or agricultural and horticultural uses under
one ownership is located in more than one city or
town, compliance with the five-acre minimum area
requirements of section four shall be determined
on the basis of the entire area of such land and not
on the basis of the land area which falls within the
bounds of any particular city or town.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 1118, § 1.
§ 6. Annual determination of eligibility for val-
uation; application; form; certification
Eligibility of land for valuation, assessment and
taxation pursuant to section four shall be deter-
mined separately for each tax year. Application
therefor shall be submitted to the board of asses-
sors of each city or town in which such land is
situated not later than October first of the year
preceding each tax year for which such valuation,
assessment and taxation are being sought and may
not thereafter be withdrawn. Application shall be
made on a form prescribed by the commissioner of
revenue and provided for the use of claimants by
said board of assessors. Such form shall provide
for the reporting of information pertinent to the
provisions of this chapter and of Article XCIX of
the Articles of Amendment to the Constitution of
the Commonwealth and for certification by the
applicant that he will immediately notify the board
of assessors in writing of any subsequently develop-
ing circumstance within his control or knowledge
which may cause a change in use of the land
covered by such form prior to October first next
following. Any application submitted under this
section and covering leased land shall be accompa-
nied by a written statement signed by any lessee of
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his intent to use such land for the purposes set
forth in said application. A certification by a land-
owner that the information set forth in his applica-
tion is true may be prescribed by said commission-
er to be in lieu of a sworn statement to that effect.
An application so certified shall be considered as if
made under oath and subject to the same penalties
as provided by law for perjury.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1978, c.
514, § 90.
§ 7. Additional assessment; change in use in
pre-tax year between October 1 and June
30
If a change in use of land actively devoted to
agricultural, horticultural or agricultural and horti-
cultural use occurs between October first and June
thirtieth of the year preceding the tax year, the
board of assessors shall disallow or nullify the
application filed under authority of section six,
and, after examination and inquiry, shall determine
the full and fair value of said land under the
valuation standard applicable to other land and
shall assess the same according to such value. If,
notwithstanding such change of use, the land is
valued, assessed and taxed under the provisions of
this chapter in the ensuing year, upon notice there-
of said board shall enter an assessment and the
amount of the increased tax resulting from such
assessment, as an added assessment and tax
against such land, in the "Omitted list" for the
particular year involved in the manner prescribed
in section seventy-five of chapter fifty-nine. The
amount of the added assessment shall be equal to
the difference, if any, between the assessment im-
posed under this chapter and the assessment which
would have been imposed had the land been valued
and assessed as other land. The enforcement and
collection of additional taxes resulting from any
additional assessment so imposed shall be as pro-
vided by said chapter fifty-nine. The additional
assessment imposed under this section shall not
affect the conveyance or roll-back taxes, if any,
applicable under sections twelve and thirteen.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, § 21,eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 8. Timely filing of application in towns or
cities with programs of revaluation not
completed by October 1 of pre-tax year
In any city or town in which a program of
revaluation of all property therein has been or shall
be undertaken and completed in time to be re-
flected in the assessments for the next succeeding
tax year but not insufficient time to permit land-
owners to make application prior to October first
of the pre-tax year for the valuation, assessment
and taxation of their lands for the ensuing tax year
on the basis of being actively devoted to agricultur-
al or horticultural use, any such application which
has been or shall be filed with the board of asses-
sors after October first and not more than thirty
days following the mailing of the tax bill containing
the new valuation shall be deemed to have been
timely made for the tax year of the revaluation
program, notwithstanding any provision of this
chapter to the contrary. If such application is
approved and the lands qualify for valuation, as-
sessment and taxation as lands actively devoted to
agricultural, horticultural or agricultural and horti-
cultural use in the ensuing tax year, that portion of
any tax assessed for such year which is in excess of
the tax which would have been assessed on such
lands had such application been timely made and
approved shall be abated.
Added by St.1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St.1976, c.
505, § 1.
§ 9. Allowance or disallowance of application
for valuation; notice; liens
An application for valuation, assessment and tax-
ation of land under the provisions of this chapter
shall be allowed or disallowed by the board of
assessors of the city or town in which such land is
located within three months of the filing thereof.
An application for valuation, assessment and taxa-
tion of land under the provisions of this chapter
shall be disallowed by the board of assessors of the
city or town in which such land is located if, in
their judgment such land, in whole or in part, does
not qualify thereunder. If any board of assessors
shall determine that any application pursuant to
this chapter is submitted for the purpose of evading
payment of full and proper taxes, such board shall
be and hereby is authorized to disallow such appli-
cation. The failure of a board of assessors to allow
or disallow any such application within three
months following the filing thereof, shall be
deemed an allowance of such application. The
board of assessors shall, within ten days of an
allowance, or disallowance, send written notice of
such allowance, or disallowance, by certified mail
to the landowner applicant and shall set forth
therein the reason or reasons for disallowance to-
gether with a statement advising the landowner of
his right to appeal therefrom as provided in section
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nineteen. In the case of a partial disallowance, the
landowner shall be permitted to file an amendment
to the original application.
With respect to the first application relating to a
parcel of land which has been approved, and any
subsequent such applications after a lapse of time
when such land has not been valued, assessed and
taxed under this chapter or after a change of rec-
ord ownership of such land, the board of assessors
shall forthwith cause to be recorded in the registry
of deeds of the county or district in which the city
or town is situated a statement of their action
which shall constitute a lien upon the land covered
by such application for such taxes as may be levied
under the provisions of this chapter. The state-
ment shall name the owner or owners of record
and shall include a description of the land ade-
quate for identification. Unless such a statement is
recorded the lien shall not be effective with respect
to a bona fide purchaser or other transferee with-
out actual knowledge of such lien. Upon applica-
tion by any record owner, such liens shall be re-
leased by the board of assessors with respect to any
parcel of land as provided below in this section
upon the applicable facts being established by their
records or by affidavits or otherwise.
All liens for special assessments or betterment
assessments under section eighteen shall be re-
leased in full or in part upon its being so estab-
lished that any such assessment or portion of such
assessment which have become due have been
paid.
All liens for conveyance tax under section twelve,
shall be released upon its being so established that
no conveyance or change of use by the owner at
the time of such release will result in a conveyance
tax under said section twelve or that any such taxes
which have become due have been paid.
All liens for roll-back taxes under section thir-
teen, other than roll-back taxes based on change of
use after the date of such release, shall be released
upon its being so established that no roll-back taxes
have become due or that any such taxes which
have become due have been paid.
The board of assessors shall also have the power
and authority to release any such liens to correct
any errors or omissions. Any release under this
section shall be recorded with the registry of deeds.
When any land which has been valued, assessed
and taxed under this chapter ceases to be so val-
ued, assessed and taxed the board of assessors shall
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forthwith record in the registry of deeds a state-
ment to that effect which shall include the name of
the record owner or owners, the date when such
land ceased to be so valued, assessed and taxed and
a description of the land adequate for identifica-
tion.
All recording fees paid pursuant to the provisions
of this chapter whether for statements of liens,
certificates, releases or otherwise shall be borne by
the owner of record of the land.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1 1 18, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
648; St.1975, c. 794, §§ 2, 3; Sl.1978, c. 382, § 1;
St. 1985, c. 387, § 2.
§ 10. Factors to be considered in valuing land
The board of assessors of a city or town, in
valuing land with respect to which timely applica-
tion has been made and approved as provided in
this chapter, shall consider only those indicia of
value which such land has for agricultural, horti-
cultural or agricultural and horticultural uses.
Said board, in establishing the use value of such
land, shall use the list of ranges published pursuant
to section eleven and its personal knowledge, judg-
ment and experience as to such agricultural land
values but these factors shall be limited to data
specific to the crop or product being grown or
produced.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1 1 18, § 1. Amended by St. 1983, c.
709; St.2006, c. 394, § 22, cff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 11. Farmland valuation advisory commission;
expenditures
There is hereby created a farmland valuation
advisory commission, the members of which shall
be the commissioner of revenue who shall be
chairman, the commissioner of agriculture, com-
missioner of the department of conservation and
recreation, the director of housing and community
development, the dean of the college of food and
natural resources of the University of Massachu-
setts, or their respective designees, and one person
to be appointed by the governor who shall be a
member of a local board of assessors. The com-
mission shall meet from time to time at the call of
any of the above named commissioners and shall,
prior to January first of each year, determine, for
application during the ensuing tax year, a range of
values on a per acre basis for each of the several
classifications of land in agricultural or horticultur-
al or forest land uses in the several counties of the
commonwealth. The annual list of value ranges so
determined shall be published by the commissioner
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of revenue and shall be mailed by him to the board
of assessors of each city and town in the common-
wealth no later than February first of each year.
In determining such ranges in value, the commis-
sion shall consider evidence of agricultural or hor-
ticultural land use capability available from soil
surveys and such other evidence and documenta-
tion as may, in its judgment, appear pertinent.
The commissioner of revenue may expend such
sums as may be appropriated for the farmland
valuation advisory commission for the purposes of
securing data for use in determinations by said
commission and for expenses incurred in the ad-
ministration of this chapter.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1976, c.
68; St.1978, c. 514, § 91; St. 1998, c. 161, § 290;
St.2006, c. 394, §§ 23 to 25, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 12. Sale of land or change of use; liability for
conveyance tax; exemptions
Any land in agricultural, horticultural or agricul-
tural and horticultural use which is valued, as-
sessed and taxed under the provisions of this chap-
ter, if sold for other use within a period of ten years
from the date of its acquisition or the earliest date
of its uninterrupted use by the current owner in
agriculture or horticulture, whichever is earlier,
shall be subject to a conveyance tax applicable to
the total sales price of such land, which tax shall be
in addition to such taxes as may be imposed under
any other provision of law. Said conveyance tax
shall be at the following rate: ten per cent if sold
within the first year of ownership; nine per cent if
sold within the second year of ownership; eight
per cent if sold within the third year of ownership;
seven per cent if sold within the fourth year of
ownership; six per cent if sold within the fifth year
of ownership; five per cent if sold within the sixth
year of ownership; four per cent if sold within the
seventh year of ownership; three per cent if sold
within the eighth year of ownership; two per cent
if sold within the ninth year of ownership; one per
cent if sold within the tenth year of ownership.
Notwithstanding the previous sentence, no convey-
ance tax shall be assessed if the land involved, or a
lesser interest in that land, is acquired for a natural
resource purpose by the city or town in which it is
situated, by the commonwealth or by a nonprofit
conservation organization, but if any portion of the
land is sold or converted to commercial, residential
or industrial use within 5 years after acquisition by
a nonprofit conservation organization, the convey-
ance tax shall be assessed against the nonprofit
conservation organization in the amount that
would have been assessed at the time of acquisition
of the subject parcel by the nonprofit conservation
organization had that transaction been subject to a
conveyance tax. The conveyance tax shall be as-
sessed on only that portion of land on which the
use has changed. No conveyance tax shall be
imposed under the provisions of this section follow-
ing the end of the tenth year of ownership. Said
conveyance tax shall be due and payable by the
grantor at the time of transfer of the property by
deed or other instrument of conveyance and shall
be payable to the tax collector of the city or town in
which the property is entered upon the tax list. In
the case of taking by eminent domain, the value of
the property taken shall be determined in accor-
dance with chapter 79, and the amount of convey-
ance tax, if any, shall be added to that amount as
an added value. If there is filed with the board of
assessors an affidavit by the purchaser that the
land is being purchased for agricultural, horticul-
tural or agricultural and horticultural use, no con-
veyance tax shall be payable by the seller by reason
of the sale, but if the land is not continued in that
use for at least 5 consecutive years, the purchaser
shall be liable for any conveyance tax that would
have been payable on the sale as a sale for other
use. The conveyance tax shall be assessed on only
that portion of land whose use has changed. Ex-
cept with respect to eminent domain takings, the
provisions of this section shall not be applicable to
the following: mortgage deeds; deeds to or by the
city or town in which such land is located; deeds
which correct, modify, supplement or confirm a
deed previously recorded; deeds between husband
and wife and parent and child when no consider-
ation is received; tax deeds; deeds releasing any
property which is a security for a debt or other
obligation; deeds for division of property between
owners without monetary consideration; foreclo-
sures of mortgages and conveyances by the fore-
closing parties; deeds made pursuant to a merger
of a corporation or by a subsidiary corporation to
its parent corporation for no consideration other
than the cancellation and surrender of capital stock
of such subsidiary which do not change beneficial
ownership; and property transferred by devise or
otherwise as a result of death. A nonexempt trans-
fer subsequent to any exempt transfer or transfers
shall be subject to the provisions of this section.
Upon such nonexempt transfer the date of acquisi-
tion by the grantor, for purposes of this section,
shall be deemed to be the date of the last preceding
transfer not excluded by the foregoing provisions
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from application of this section; except that in the
case of transfer by a grantor who has acquired the
property from a foreclosing mortgagee the date of
acquisition shall be deemed to be the date of such
acquisition. Any land in agricultural or horticul-
tural use which is valued, assessed and taxed under
the provisions of this chapter, if changed by the
owner thereof to another use within a period of ten
years from the date of its acquisition by said own-
er, shall be subject to the conveyance tax applica-
ble hereunder at the time of such change in use as
if there had been an actual conveyance, and the
value of such land for the purpose of determining a
total sales price shall be fair market value as deter-
mined by the board of assessors of the city or town
involved for all other property. If any tax imposed
under this section should not be paid, the collector
of taxes shall have the same powers and be subject
to the same duties with respect to such taxes as in
the case of the annual taxes upon real estate, and
the law in regard to the collection of the annual
taxes, to the sale of land for the nonpayment there-
of and to redemption therefrom shall apply to such
taxes, so far as the same are applicable.
No conveyance tax will be assessed on land that
meets the definition of forest land under section 1
of chapter 61 or the definition of recreational land
under section 1 of chapter 6 IB.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
794, §§ 4 to 6; St.2006, e. 394, §§ 26 to 28, eff. Mar. 22,
2007.
§ 13. Change of use; liability for roll-back taxes
Whenever land which is valued, assessed and
taxed under this chapter no longer meets the defi-
nition of land actively devoted to agricultural, hor-
ticultural or agricultural and horticultural use, it
shall be subject to additional taxes, in this section
called roll-back taxes, in the current tax year in
which it is disqualified and in those years of the 4
immediately preceding tax years in which the land
was so valued, assessed and taxed, but roll-back
taxes shall not apply unless the amount of those
taxes as computed under this section, exceeds the
amount, if any, imposed under section 12 and, in
that case, the land shall not be subject to the
conveyance tax imposed under said section 12.
For each tax year, the roll-back tax shall be an
amount equal to the difference, if any, between the
taxes paid or payable for that tax year in accor-
dance with this chapter and the taxes that would
have been paid or payable in that tax year had the
land been valued, assessed and taxed without re-
gard to those provisions. If, at the time during a
tax year when a change in land use has occurred,
the land was not then valued, assessed and taxed
under the provisions of this chapter, then such land
shall be subject to roll-back taxes only for such of
the five immediately preceding years in which the
land was valued, assessed and taxed thereunder.
In determining the amount of roll-back taxes on
land which has undergone a change in use, the
board of assessors shall have ascertained the fol-
lowing for each of the roll-back tax years involved:
(a) The full and fair value of such land under the
valuation standard applicable to other land in the
city or town;
(b) The amount of the land assessment for the
particular tax year;
(c) The amount of the additional assessment on
the land for the particular tax year by deducting
the amount of the actual assessment on the land for
that year from the amount of the land assessment
determined under subsection (a); and,
(d) The amount of the roll-back tax for that tax
year by multiplying the amount of the additional
assessment determined under subsection (c) by the
general property tax rate of the city or town appli-
cable for that tax year.
Roll-back taxes will be subject to a simple inter-
est rate of 5 per cent per annum. Land which is
valued, assessed and taxed under this chapter as of
July 1, 2006 shall be exempt from any interest if it
remains in the same ownership as it was on that
date or under the ownership of the original own-
er's spouse, parent, grandparent, child, grandchild,
brother, sister or surviving spouse of any deceased
such relative.
If the board of assessors determines that the total
amount of roll-back taxes to be assessed under this
section, before the addition of any interest, as pro-
vided for in the preceding paragraph, would be less
than $10, no tax shall be assessed.
No roll-back tax imposed by this section will be
assessed on land that meets the definition of forest
land under section 1 of chapter 61 or recreational
land under section 1 of chapter 6 1 B.
Land retained as open space as required for the
mitigation of development shall be subject to the
roll-back taxes imposed by this section.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1 1 18, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
794, § 7; St.2006, c. 394, §§ 29, 30, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
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§ 14. Sale for or conversion to residential or
commercial use; notice of intent to city
or town; option to purchase; assign-
ment of option
Land taxed under this chapter shall not be sold
for, or converted to, residential, industrial or com-
mercial use while so taxed or within 1 year after
that time unless the city or town in which the land
is located has been notified of the intent to sell for,
or to convert to, that other use.
The discontinuance of forest certification shall
not, in itself, for the purposes of this section, be
considered a conversion. Specific use of land for a
residence for the owner, the owner's spouse or a
parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, or brother
or sister of the owner, or surviving husband or wife
of any deceased such relative, or for living quarters
for any persons actively employed full-time in the
agricultural or horticultural use of such land, shall
not be a conversion for the purposes of this section,
and a certificate of the board of assessors, recorded
with the registry of deeds, shall conclusively estab-
lish that particular use.
Any notice of intent to sell for other use shall be
accompanied by a statement of intent to sell, a
statement of proposed use of the land, the location
and acreage of land as shown on a map drawn at
the scale of the assessors map in the city or town in
which the land is situated, and the name, address
and telephone number of the landowner.
Any notice of intent to sell for other use shall be
accompanied by a certified copy of an executed
purchase and sale agreement specifying the pur-
chase price and all terms and conditions of the
proposed sale, which is limited to only the property
classified under this chapter, and which shall be a
bona fide offer as described below.
Any notice of intent to sell for other use shall also
be accompanied by any additional agreements or a
statement of any additional consideration for any
contiguous land under the same ownership, and
not classified under this chapter, but sold or to be
sold contemporaneously with the proposed sale.
For the purposes of this chapter, a bona fide
offer to purchase shall mean a good faith offer, not
dependent upon potential changes to current zon-
ing or conditions or contingencies relating to the
potential for, or the potential extent of, subdivision
of the property for residential use or the potential
for, or the potential extent of development of the
property for industrial or commercial use, made by
a party unaffiliated with the landowner for a fixed
consideration payable upon delivery of the deed.
Any notice of intent to convert to other use shall
be accompanied by a statement of intent to con-
vert, a statement of proposed use of the land, the
location and acreage of land as shown on a map
drawn at the scale of the assessors map in the city
or town in which the land is situated, the name,
address and telephone number of the landowner
and the landowner's attorney, if any.
The notice of intent to sell or convert shall be
sent by the landowner by certified mail or hand
delivered to the mayor and city council of a city, or
board of selectmen of a town, and in the case of
either a city or a town, to its board of assessors, to
its planning board and conservation commission, if
any, and to the state forester.
A notarized affidavit that the landowner has
mailed or delivered a notice of intent to sell or
convert shall be conclusive evidence that the land-
owner has mailed the notice in the manner and at
the time specified. Each affidavit shall have at-
tached to it a copy of the notice of intent to which
it relates.
The notice of intent to sell or convert shall be
considered to have been duly mailed if addressed
to the mayor and city council or board of select-
men in care of the city or town clerk; to the
planning board and conservation commission if
addressed to them directly; to the state forester if
addressed to the commissioner of the department
of conservation and recreation; and to the asses-
sors if addressed to them directly.
If the notice of intent to sell or convert does not
contain all of the material described above, then
the town or city, within 30 days after receipt, shall
notify the landowner in writing that notice is insuf-
ficient and does not comply.
For a period of 120 days after the day following
the latest date of deposit in the United States mail
of any notice which complies with this section, the
city or town shall have, in the case of intended sale,
a first refusal option to meet a bona fide offer to
purchase the land.
In the case of intended or determined conversion
not involving sale, the municipality shall have an
option to purchase the land at full and fair market
value to be determined by an impartial appraisal
performed by a certified appraiser hired at the
expense of the municipality or its assignee, the
original appraisal to be completed and delivered to
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the landowner within 30 days after the notice of
conversion to the municipality. In the event that
the landowner is dissatisfied with the original ap-
praisal, the landowner may, at the landowner's
expense, contract for a second appraisal, to be
completed within 60 days after the delivery of the
notice to convert. If, after completion of the sec-
ond appraisal, the parties cannot agree on a con-
sideration, the parties will contract with a mutually
acceptable appraiser for a third appraisal whose
cost will be borne equally by both parties. The
third appraisal shall be delivered to both parties
within 90 days after the notice of conversion to the
municipality and shall be the final determination of
consideration. Upon agreement of a consider-
ation, the city or town shall then have 120 days to
exercise its option. During the appraisal process,
the landowner may revoke the intent to convert at
any time and with no recourse to either party.
The option may be exercised only after a public
hearing followed by written notice signed by the
mayor or board of selectmen, mailed to the land-
owner by certified mail at the address that is speci-
fied in the notice of intent. Notice of public hear-
ing shall be given in accordance with section 23
B
of chapter 39.
The notice of exercise shall also be recorded at
the registry of deeds and shall contain the name of
the record owner of the land and description of the
premises adequate for identification of them.
The notice to the landowner of the city or town's
election to exercise its option shall be accompanied
by a proposed purchase and sale contract or other
agreement between the city or town and the land-
owner which, if executed, shall be fulfilled within a
period of not more than 90 days after the date the
contract or agreement, endorsed by the landowner,
is returned by certified mail to the mayor or board
of selectmen, or upon expiration of any extended
period that the landowner has agreed to in writing,
whichever is later.
At the public hearing or a further public hearing,
the city or town may assign its option to a nonprof-
it conservation organization or to the common-
wealth or any of its political subdivisions under the
terms and conditions that the mayor or board of
selectmen may consider appropriate. Notice of
public hearing shall be given in accordance with
section 23B of chapter 39.
The assignment shall be for the purpose of main-
taining no less than 70 per cent of the land in use
as forest land as defined in section 1 , as agricultur-
al and horticultural land as defined in sections 1
and 2 of chapter 61 A or as recreation land as
defined in section 1 of chapter 6 IB, and in no case
shall the assignee develop a greater proportion of
the land than was proposed by the developer whose
offer gave rise to the assignment. All land other
than land that is to be developed shall then be
bound by a permanent deed restriction that meets
the requirements of chapter 184.
If the first refusal option has been assigned to a
nonprofit conservation organization or to the com-
monwealth or any of its political subdivisions as
provided in this section, the mayor or board of
selectmen shall provide written notice of assign-
ment to the landowner.
The notice of assignment shall state the name
and address of the organization or agency of the
commonwealth which will exercise the option in
addition to the terms and conditions of the assign-
ment. The notice of assignment shall be recorded
with the registry of deeds.
Failure to record either the notice of exercise or
the notice of assignment within the 120 day period
shall be conclusive evidence that the city or town
has not exercised its option.
If the option has been assigned to a nonprofit
conservation organization or to the commonwealth
or any of its political subdivisions, the option may
be exercised by the assignee only by written notice
to the landowner signed by the assignee, mailed to
the landowner by certified mail at the address that
is specified in the notice of intent. The notice of
exercise shall also be recorded with the registry of
deeds and shall contain the name of the record
owner of the land and description of the premises
adequate for identification of them.
The notice of exercise to the landowner shall be
accompanied by a proposed purchase and sale
contract or other agreement between the assignee
and landowner which, if executed, shall be fulfilled
within a period of not more than 90 days, or upon
expiration of any extended period the landowner
has agreed to in writing, from the date the contract
or agreement, endorsed by the landowner, is re-
turned by certified mail to the assignee.
During the 120 day period, the city or town or its
assignees, shall have the right, at reasonable times
and upon reasonable notice, to enter upon the land
for the purpose of surveying and inspecting the
land, including, but not limited to, soil testing for
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purposes of Title V and the taking of water sam-
ples.
The city or town or its assignee shall have all
rights assigned to the buyer in the purchase and
sale agreement contained in the notice of intent.
If the city or town elects not to exercise the
option, and not to assign its right to exercise the
option, the city or town shall send written notice of
nonexercise, signed by the mayor or board of se-
lectmen, to the landowner by certified mail at the
address that is specified in the notice of intent.
The notice of nonexercise shall contain the name of
the owner of record of the land and description of
the premises adequate for identification of them
and shall be recorded with the registry of deeds.
No sale or conversion of the land shall be con-
summated until the option period has expired or
the notice of nonexercise has been recorded with
the registry of deeds, and no sale of the land shall
be consummated if the terms of the sale differ in
any material way from the terms of the purchase
and sale agreement which accompanied the bona
fide offer to purchase as described in the notice of
intent to sell except as provided in this section.
This section shall not apply to a mortgage fore-
closure sale, but the holder of a mortgage shall, at
least 90 days before a foreclosure sale, send written
notice of the time and place of the sale to the
parties in the manner described in this section for
notice of intent to sell or convert, and the giving of
notice may be established by an affidavit as de-
scribed in this section.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
794, §§ 8, 9; St.1986, c. 330, §§ 1, 2; St.1987, c. 95,
§§ 3, 4; St.2006, c. 394, § 31, eff. Mar. 22, 2007;
St.2008, c. 312, § 6, eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§ 15. Taxation of buildings and land occupied
by dwelling
All buildings located on land which is valued,
assessed and taxed on the basis of its agricultural
or horticultural uses in accordance with the provi-
sions of this chapter and all land occupied by a
dwelling or regularly used for family living shall be
valued, assessed and taxed by the same standards,
methods and procedures as other taxable property.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1.
§ 16. Continuance of land valuation, assess-
ment and taxation under this chapter
dependent upon qualifying use
Continuance of land valuation, assessment and
taxation under the provisions of this chapter shall
depend upon continuance of such land in agricul-
tural or horticultural uses and compliance with
other requirements of this chapter and not upon
continuance in the same owner of title to such
land. Liability to roll-back taxes, determined pur-
suant to section thirteen, shall attach when such
land no longer qualifies as actively devoted to agri-
cultural or horticultural use and shall be the obli-
gation of the then owner of the land. For purposes
relating to roll-back taxes such qualification shall
depend on the actual use of such land for the
previous 5 years, and not on the filing of applica-
tion under section six for any year.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
794, § 10; St.2006, c. 394, § 32, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 17. Separation of land to other use; liability
for conveyance or roll-back taxes; con-
tinuing qualification of remainder
If, by conveyance or other action of the owner
thereof, a portion of land which is valued, assessed
and taxed under the provisions of this chapter is
separated for a use other than agricultural or horti-
cultural, the land so separated shall be subject to
liability for conveyance or roll-back taxes applica-
ble thereto, but such separation shall not impair
the right of the remainder of such land to continu-
ance of valuation, assessment and taxation thereun-
der; provided, that such remaining land continues
to qualify under the usage, minimum acreage and
other provisions thereof.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 1118, § I.
§ 18. Special or betterment assessments; pay-
ment; interest
Land qualifying for valuation, assessment and
taxation under this chapter shall be subject to
special assessments or betterment assessments to
such pro rata extent as the service or facility fi-
nanced by such assessment is used for improving
the agricultural or horticultural use capability of
said land or for the personal benefit of the owner
thereof. Any such assessment shall, however, upon
application, be suspended during the time the land
is in agricultural or horticultural use and shall
become due and payable as of the date when the
use of such land is changed. In the event only a
portion of a tract of land which benefits from a
suspension of payment is changed from such use,
the assessment shall become due and payable as of
the date when the use was changed only to the
extent of and in the proportion that the frontage of
such portion bears to the street frontage of the
532
AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL LAND 61A §20
entire tract of land which originally benefited from
a suspension of payment. Upon full payment of a
portion of a suspended assessment, the tax collec-
tor may dissolve the lien for the assessment insofar
as it affects the portion of the land changed from
agricultural or horticultural use. The lien for the
portion of the original assessment which remains
unpaid shall continue and remain in full force and
effect until dissolved in accordance with law. A
request for such release shall be made in writing to
the tax collector, and shall be accompanied by a
plan and such other information as is required in
the case of a request for a division of an assessment
pursuant to section fifteen.
Payment of the assessment and interest on it
shall be made in accordance with section 13 of
chapter 80, but any interest shall be computed
from the date of the change in use.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1978, c.
382, § 2; St.2006, c. 394, §§ 33 to 36, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 19. Roll-back taxes; procedures for assess-
ment; appeal to appellate tax board
The assessment, collection, apportionment and
payment over of the roll-back taxes imposed by
section thirteen shall be governed by the proce-
dures provided for the assessment and taxation of
omitted property under section seventy-five of
chapter fifty-nine. Such procedures shall apply to
each tax year for which roll-back taxes may be
imposed notwithstanding the limitation set forth in
said chapter fifty-nine with respect to the periods
for which omitted property assessments may be
imposed. Any person aggrieved by any determina-
tion or assessment by the board of assessors under
this chapter may within 30 days of the date of
notice thereof apply in writing to the assessors for
modification or abatement thereof. Any person
aggrieved by the refusal of the assessors to modify
such a determination or make such an abatement
or by their failure to act upon such an application
may appeal to the appellate tax board within thirty
days after the date of notice of their decision or
within three months of the date of the application,
whichever date is later. It shall be a condition of
such appeal with respect to the annual general
property tax that the asserted tax be paid, but no
payment shall be required as a condition of such
appeal with respect to any asserted conveyance tax
or roll-back tax. If any payment of any tax im-
posed by this chapter should be made and as the
result of any such modification or abatement by the
board of assessors or decision by the appellate tax
board it shall appear that any such tax has been
overpaid, such excess payment shall be reimbursed
by the town treasurer with interest at the rate of six
per cent per annum from time of payment. Collec-
tion of any conveyance or roll back taxes, by sale or
taking or otherwise, may be stayed by the appellate
tax board while any such appeal is pending. Any
partial payment of the asserted tax that may be
required by the appellate tax board in connection
with such stay shall not exceed one half of the
asserted tax.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1975, c.
794, § 11; St.2006, c. 394, § 37, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 19A. Sale of land; certification of taxes paid
or payable
In connection with any proposed or completed
sale or other transfer of any land which has been
valued, assessed and taxed under the provisions of
this chapter, the owner of record of the land may
apply to the board of assessors for a certificate of
the amount of conveyance tax and roll-back tax, if
any, payable by reason of such sale or other trans-
fer, or that no such tax will or has so become
payable and stating the amount of any conveyance
or roll-back taxes that have theretofore become
payable with respect to such land; and such a
certificate shall be provided to the applicant within
twenty days after application therefor. Such certif-
icate may be recorded with the registry of deeds;
and upon recording of such a certificate that no
such tax will or has so become payable, or a
certificate by the collector of taxes that the amount
of tax stated in such certificate of the board of
assessors has been paid, all liens on such land for
taxes under this chapter shall terminate, except
that any liens for any roll-back taxes assessed by
reason of such land ceasing to qualify for valuation,
assessment and taxation under this chapter after
the date of such sale or other transfer, shall contin-
ue. In connection with the issuance of such a
certificate, the board of assessors may rely upon
their own records, affidavits and such other infor-
mation as they may deem appropriate. The board
of assessors shall charge six dollars for each certifi-
cate so issued, and the money so received shall be
paid into the town treasury.
Added by St. 1975, c. 794, § 12.
§ 20. Valuation and assessment for purposes
other than provisions of this chapter;
equalization
For any purpose, other than the provisions of
this chapter, for which the assessed value of land is
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relevant, including exemptions under the provi-
sions of chapter fifty-nine, land qualifying for taxa-
tion under this chapter shall be valued and deemed
to have been assessed by the same standards, meth-
ods and procedures as other taxable property.
In determining the equalization required by sec-
tion nine of chapter fifty-eight, the commissioner of
revenue shall determine the value of such land on
the basis of its agricultural and horticultural use.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1978, c.
514, § 92.
§ 21. Factual details on tax list
The factual details to be shown on the tax list of
a board of assessors with respect to land which is
valued, assessed and taxed under this chapter shall
be the same as those set forth by said board with
respect to other taxable property in the same city
or town.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 1118, § 1.
§ 22. Rules and regulations; forms and proce-
dures
The commissioner of revenue shall promulgate
such rules and regulations and shall prescribe the
use of such forms and procedures as he deems
appropriate to and consistent with effectuation of
the purposes of this chapter.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1118, § 1. Amended by St. 1978, c.
514, § 93.
§ 23. Use of valuation, etc. procedures to evade
taxes; penalties
Any person using the valuation, assessment and
taxation procedures set forth in this chapter for the
purposes of evading payment of full and proper
taxes shall be subject to a fine of not more than ten
thousand dollars or imprisonment for one year or
both and to payment to the city or town in which
the land is located of an amount equal to three
times the amount of taxes so evaded.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 1118, § 1.
§ 24. Severability
If any clause, sentence, subdivision, paragraph,
section or part of this act be adjudged by any
court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such
judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the
remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its op-
eration to the clause, sentence, subdivision, para-
graph, section or part thereof directly involved in
the controversy in which said judgment shall have
been rendered.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 1118, § 1.
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CLASSIFICATION AND TAXATION OF RECREATIONAL LAND
Chapter 61B of the General Laws was added by St. 1979, c. 713, § 1.
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§ 1.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
Recreational land and uses
Land not less than five acres in area shall be
deemed to be recreational land if it is retained in
substantially a natural, wild, or open condition or
in a landscaped or pasture condition or in a man-
aged forest condition under a certified forest man-
agement plan approved by and subject to proce-
dures established by the state forester in such a
manner as to allow to a significant extent the
preservation of wildlife and other natural re-
sources, including but not limited to, ground or
surface water resources, clean air, vegetation, rare
or endangered species, geologic features, high
quality soils, and scenic resources. Land not less
than five acres in area shall also be deemed to be
recreational land which is devoted primarily to
recreational use and which does not materially
interfere with the environmental benefits which are
derived from said land, and is available to the
general public or to members of a non-profit or-
ganization including a corporation organized un-
der chapter one hundred and eighty.
For the purpose of this chapter, the term re-
creational use shall be limited to the following:
hiking, camping, nature study and observation,
boating, golfing, non-commercial youth soccer,
horseback riding, hunting, fishing, skiing, swim-
ming, picnicking, private non-commercial flying,
including hang gliding, archery, target shooting
and commercial horseback riding and equine
boarding.
Such recreational use shall not include horse
racing, dog racing, or any sport normally undertak-
en in a stadium, gymnasium or similar structure.
Added by St. 1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St. 1998, c.
194, § 120; St.2006, c. 394, §§ 38, 39, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 2. Value of recreational land; rate of tax
The value of land classified under the provisions
of this chapter shall be determined under section
thirty-eight of chapter fifty-nine solely on the basis
of its use. The board of assessors shall assess such
land at valuations based upon the guidelines estab-
lished under the provisions of chapter fifty-eight,
but in no event shall such valuation exceed twenty-
five per cent of its fair cash value as determined
pursuant to chapter fifty-nine.
The rate of tax applicable to such recreational
land shall be the rate determined to be applicable
to class three, commercial property under chapter
fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St. 1980, c.
261, § 19.
§ 2A. Tax rate for recreational land
In a city or town that accepts this section, the
rate of tax applicable to recreational land shall be
the rate determined to be applicable to class two,
open space.
Added by St.2006, c. 394, § 40, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 3. Eligibility for classification as recreational
Eligibility of land for valuation, assessment and
taxation under this chapter shall be determined
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separately for each tax year. Application therefor
shall be submitted to the board of assessors of each
city or town in which such land is situated not later
than October first of the year preceding each tax
year for which such valuation, assessment and tax-
ation is being sought. Application shall be made
on a form prescribed by the commissioner of reve-
nue and provided for the use of applicants by said
board of assessors. Such form shall provide for
the reporting of information pertinent to the provi-
sions of this chapter and for certification by the
applicant that he will immediately notify the board
of assessors in writing of any subsequent circum-
stance within his control or knowledge which may
cause a change in use of the land covered by such
form prior to October first next following. Any
application submitted under this section and cover-
ing leased land shall be accompanied by a written
statement signed by the lessee of his intent to use
such land for the purposes set forth in said applica-
tion. A certification by a landowner that the infor-
mation set forth in his application is true may be
prescribed by said commissioner to be in lieu of a
sworn statement to that effect. An application so
certified shall be considered as if made under oath
and subject to the same penalties as provided by
law for perjury.
Added by St. 1 979, c. 713, § 1.
§ 4. Changes in use; valuation; additional as-
sessments
If a change in use of land maintained as recre-
ational land as defined in section one occurs be-
tween October first and June thirtieth of the year
preceding the tax year, the board of assessors shall
disallow or nullify the application filed under au-
thority of section three, and, after examination and
inquiry, shall determine the full and fair value of
said land under the valuation standard applicable
to other land and shall assess the same according
to such value. If, notwithstanding such change of
use, the land is valued, assessed and taxed under
the provisions of this chapter in the ensuing year,
upon notice thereof said board shall enter an as-
sessment and the amount of the increased tax re-
sulting from such assessment, as an added assess-
ment and tax against such land, for the particular
year involved in the manner prescribed in section
seventy-five of chapter fifty-nine. The amount of
the added assessment shall be equal to the differ-
ence, if any, between the assessment imposed un-
der this chapter and the assessment which would
have been imposed had the land been valued and
assessed as other land. The enforcement and col-
lection of additional taxes resulting from any addi-
tional assessment so imposed shall be as provided
by said chapters fifty-nine and sixty.
Added by St.1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, § 41, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 5. Revaluation programs; time for applica-
tion for recreational classification
In any city or town in which a program of
revaluation of all property therein has been or shall
be undertaken and completed in time to be re-
flected in the assessments for the next succeeding
tax year but not in sufficient time to permit land-
owners to make application prior to October first
of the year preceding the tax year for the valuation,
assessment and taxation of their lands for the ensu-
ing tax year on the basis of being maintained in
recreational use, any such application filed with
the board of assessors after October first and not
more than thirty days following the mailing of the
tax bill containing the new valuation shall be
deemed to have been timely made for the tax year
of the revaluation program, notwithstanding any
provision of this chapter to the contrary. If such
application is approved and the lands qualify for
valuation, assessment and taxation as lands main-
tained for recreational use in the ensuing tax year,
the portion of any tax assessed for such year which
is in excess of the tax which would have been
assessed on such lands had such application been
timely made and approved shall be abated.
Added by St.1979, c. 713, § 1.
§ 6. Allowance or disallowance of applications;
time; records; liens
An application for valuation, assessment and tax-
ation of land under the provisions of this chapter
shall be allowed or disallowed by the board of
assessors of the city or town in which such land is
located within three months of the filing thereof.
An application for valuation, assessment and taxa-
tion of land under the provisions of this chapter
shall be disallowed by the board of assessors of the
city or town in which such land is located if, in
their judgment such land, in whole or in part, does
not qualify thereunder. If any board of assessors
shall determine that any such application is sub-
mitted for the purpose of evading payment of full
and proper taxes, such board shall disallow such
application. The failure of a board of assessors to
allow or disallow any such application within three
months following the filing thereof, shall be
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deemed a disallowance of such application. The
board of assessors shall, within ten days of an
allowance, or disallowance, send written notice oi
such allowance, or disallowance, by certified mail
to the applicant and shall set forth therein the
reason or reasons for disallowance together with a
statement advising the applicant of his right to
appeal therefrom as provided in section fourteen.
In the case of a partial disallowance, the applicant
shall be permitted to file an amendment to the
original application.
With respect to the first application relating to a
parcel of land which has been approved, and any
subsequent such applications after a lapse of time
when such land has not been valued, assessed and
taxed under this chapter or after a change of rec-
ord ownership of such land, the board of assessors
shall forthwith cause to be recorded in the registry
of deeds of the county or district in which the city
or town is situated a statement of their action
which shall constitute a lien upon the land covered
by such application for such taxes as may be levied
under the provisions of this chapter. The state-
ment shall name the owner or owners of record
and shall include a description of the land ade-
quate for identification. Unless such a statement is
recorded the lien shall not be effective with respect
to a bona fide purchaser or other transferee with-
out actual knowledge of such lien. Upon applica-
tion of any record owner, such liens shall be re-
leased by the board of assessors with respect to any
parcel of land as hereinafter provided upon the
applicable facts being established by records, affi-
davits or otherwise.
All liens for conveyance tax under section seven
shall be released upon its being established that no
conveyance or change of use by the owner at the
time of such release will result in a conveyance tax
under said section seven or that any such taxes
which have become due have been paid.
All liens for roll-back taxes under section eight,
other than roll-back taxes based on change of use
after the date of such release, shall be released
upon its being so established that no roll-back taxes
have become due or that any such taxes which
have become due have been paid.
The board of assessors shall also have the power
and authority to release any such liens to correct
any errors or omissions. Any release under this
section shall be recorded with the registry of deeds.
When any land which has been valued, assessed
and taxed under this chapter ceases to be so val-
ued, assessed and taxed the board of assessors shall
forthwith record in the said registry of deeds a
statement to that effect which shall include the
name of the record owner or owners, the date
when such land ceased to be so valued, assessed
and taxed and a description of the land adequate
for identification.
All recording fees paid under this chapter wheth-
er for statements of liens, certificates, releases or
otherwise shall be borne by the owner of record of
the land.
Added bv St. 1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, § 42, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 7. Land sold for other uses; conveyance tax;
nonexempt transfers
Any recreational land which is valued, assessed
and taxed under the provisions of this chapter, if
sold for other use within a period of ten years from
the beginning of the fiscal year in which it was first
so classified shall be subject to a conveyance tax
applicable to the total sales price of such land,
which tax shall be in addition to such taxes as may
be imposed under any other provision of law. Said
conveyance tax shall be at the following rate: ten
per cent if sold within the first five years of its
being first so classified; and, five per cent if sold
within the sixth through tenth year of its being first
so classified. No conveyance tax shall be imposed
under the provisions of this section following the
end of the tenth year of its being first so classified.
The conveyance tax shall be due and payable by the
grantor at the time of transfer of the property by
deed or other instrument of conveyance and shall
be payable to the tax collector of the city or town in
which the property is entered upon the tax list. In
the case of taking by eminent domain, the value of
the property taken shall be determined in accor-
dance with chapter 79, and the amount of convey-
ance tax, if any, shall be added as an added value.
If there is filed with the board of assessors an
affidavit by the purchaser that the land is being
purchased for recreational use, no conveyance tax
shall be payable by the seller by reason of the sale,
but if the land is not continued in that use for at
least 5 consecutive years, the purchaser shall be
liable for any conveyance tax that would have been
payable on the sale as a sale for other use. The
conveyance tax shall be assessed only on the por-
tion of land whose use has changed. Notwith-
standing the foregoing provisions, no conveyance
tax shall be assessed if the land involved, or a
lesser interest in the land, is acquired for a natural
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resource purpose by the city or town in which it is
situated, by the commonwealth or by a nonprofit
conservation organization, but if any portion of the
land is sold for or converted to commercial, resi-
dential, or industrial use within 5 years of acquisi-
tion by a nonprofit conservation organization, the
conveyance tax shall be assessed against the non-
profit conservation organization in the amount that
would have been assessed at the time of acquisition
of the subject parcel by the nonprofit conservation
organization had such transaction been subject to a
conveyance tax. The conveyance tax shall be as-
sessed only on the portion of land whose use has
changed.
Except with respect to eminent domain takings,
this section shall not apply to the following: mort-
gage deeds; deeds to or by the city or town in
which the land is located; deeds which correct,
modify, supplement or confirm a deed previously
recorded; deeds between husband and wife and
parent and child when no consideration is re-
ceived; tax deeds; deeds releasing any property
which is a security for a debt or other obligation;
deeds for division of property between owners
without monetary consideration; foreclosures of
mortgages and conveyances by the foreclosing par-
ties; deeds made pursuant to a merger of a corpo-
ration or by a subsidiary corporation to a parent
corporation for no consideration other than cancel-
lation and surrender of capital stock of the subsid-
iary which do not change beneficial ownership;
and property transferred by devise or other as a
result of death. A nonexempt transfer subsequent
to any exempt transfer or transfers shall be subject
to the provisions of this section. Upon such nonex-
empt transfer the date of acquisition by the grant-
or, for purposes of this section, shall be deemed to
be the date of the last preceding transfer not ex-
cluded by the foregoing provisions from applica-
tion of this section; except that in the case of
transfer by a grantor who has acquired the proper-
ty from a foreclosing mortgagee the date of acquisi-
tion shall be deemed to be the date of such acquisi-
tion. If any tax imposed under this section should
not be paid, the collector of taxes shall have the
same powers and be subject to the same duties
with respect to such taxes as in the case of the
annual taxes upon real estate. The law in regard
to the collection of the annual taxes, to the sale of
land for the nonpayment thereof and to redemption
therefrom shall apply to such taxes, so far as the
same are applicable. Any classified recreational
land which is valued, assessed and taxed under the
provisions of this chapter, if changed by the owner
thereof to another use within a period of ten years
from the date of its classification for recreational
use by said owner, shall be subject to the convey-
ance tax applicable hereunder at the time of such
change in use as if there had been an actual con-
veyance, and the value of such land for the purpose
of determining a total sales price shall be fair
market value as determined by the board of asses-
sors of the city or town involved for all other
property.
Notwithstanding this section, no conveyance tax
imposed by this section will be assessed on land
that meets the definition of forest land under sec-
tion 1 of chapter 61 or the definition of agricultural
land under sections 1 and 3 of chapter 61A or the
definition of horticultural land under sections 2
and 3 of chapter 61 A.
Added by St.1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St.1980, c.
261, §§ 20, 20A; St.2006, c. 394, §§ 43 to 45, eff. Mar.
22, 2007.
§ 8. Disqualification of land; roll-back taxes
Whenever land which is valued, assessed and
taxed under this chapter no longer meets the defi-
nition of recreational use, it shall be subject to
additional taxes, in this section called roll-back
taxes, in the current tax year in which it is disquali-
fied and in each of the 4 immediately preceding tax
years in which the land was so valued, assessed
and taxed, but the roll-back taxes shall not apply
unless the amount of the taxes, as computed under
this section, exceeds the amount, if any, imposed
under section 7 and, in that case, the land shall not
be subject to the conveyance tax imposed under
said section 7. For each tax year, the roll-back tax
shall be equal to the difference, if any, between the
taxes paid or payable for that tax year in accor-
dance with this chapter and the taxes that would
have been paid or payable had the land been val-
ued, assessed and taxed without regard to these
provisions. Notwithstanding the foregoing provi-
sions, no roll-back taxes shall be assessed if the
land involved, or a lesser interest in the land, is
acquired for a natural resource purpose by the city
or town in which it is situated, by the common-
wealth or by a nonprofit conservation organization,
but if any portion of the land is sold or converted to
commercial, residential, or industrial use within 5
years after acquisition by a nonprofit conservation
organization, roll-back taxes shall be assessed
against the nonprofit conservation organization in
the amount that would have been assessed at the
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time of acquisition of the subject parcel by the
nonprofit conservation organization had the trans-
action been subject to a roll-back tax. If, at the
time during a tax year when a change in land use
has occurred, the land was not then valued, as-
sessed and taxed under the provisions of this chap-
ter, then such land shall be subject to roll-back
taxes only for such of the ten immediately preced-
ing years in which the land was valued, assessed
and taxed thereunder. In determining the amount
of roll-back taxes on land which has undergone a
change in use, the board of assessors shall have
ascertained the following for each of the roll-back
tax years involved:
(a) the full and fair value of such land under the
valuation standard applicable to other land in the
city or town;
(b) the amount of the land assessment for the
particular tax year;
(c) the amount of the additional assessment on
the land for the particular tax year by deducting
the amount of the actual assessment on the land for
that year from the amount of the land assessment
determined under clause (a); and,
(d) the amount of the roll-back tax for that tax
year by multiplying the amount of the additional
assessment determined under clause (c) by the gen-
eral property tax rate of the city or town applicable
for that tax year.
Interest on roll-back taxes shall be payable and
shall be computed as simple interest at 5 per cent
per annum. If the board of assessors determines
that the total amount of the roll-back taxes to be
assessed under this section, before the addition of
any interest as provided for in the preceding para-
graph, would be less than $10, no tax shall be
assessed.
No roll-back tax imposed by this section will be
assessed on land that meets the definition of forest
land under section 1 of chapter 61, agricultural
land under sections 1 and 3 of chapter 61 A, or
horticultural land under sections 2 and 3 of chap-
ter 61 A.
Land retained as open space as required for the
mitigation of a development shall be subject to the
roll-back taxes imposed by this section.
Added by St. 1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, §§ 46, 47, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 9. Notice of intent to sell for or convert to
other use; option of first refusal; assign-
ment of option
Land taxed under this chapter shall not be sold
for, or converted to, residential, industrial or com-
mercial use while so taxed or within 1 year after
that time unless the city or town in which the land
is located has been notified of the intent to sell for,
or to convert to, that other use.
The discontinuance of forest certification shall
not, in itself, for the purposes of this section, be
considered a conversion. Specific use of land for a
residence for the owner, the owner's spouse or a
parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, or brother
or sister of the owner, or surviving husband or wife
of any deceased such relative, or for living quarters
for any persons actively employed full-time in the
use and care of such land for recreational pur-
poses, shall not be a conversion for the purposes of
this section, and a certificate of the board of asses-
sors, recorded with the registry of deeds, shall
conclusively establish that particular use.
Any notice of intent to sell for such other use
shall be accompanied by a statement of intent to
sell, a statement of proposed use of the land, the
location and acreage of land as shown on a map
drawn at the scale of the assessors map in the city
or town in which the land is situated, and the
name, address and telephone number of the land-
owner.
Any notice of intent to sell for other use shall be
accompanied by a certified copy of an executed
purchase and sale agreement specifying the pur-
chase price and all terms and conditions of the
proposed sale, which is limited to only the property
classified under this chapter, and which shall be a
bona fide offer as described below.
Any notice of intent to sell for other use shall also
be accompanied by any additional agreements or a
statement of any additional consideration for any
contiguous land under the same ownership, and
not classified under this chapter, but sold or to be
sold contemporaneously with the proposed sale.
For the purposes of this chapter, a bona fide
offer to purchase shall mean a good faith offer, not
dependent upon potential changes to current zon-
ing or conditions or contingencies relating to the
potential for, or the potential extent of, subdivision
of the property for residential use or the potential
for, or the potential extent of development of the
property for industrial or commercial use, made by
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a party unaffiliated with the landowner for a fixed
consideration payable upon delivery of the deed.
Any notice of intent to convert to other use shall
be accompanied by a statement of intent to con-
vert, a statement of proposed use of such land, the
location and acreage of land as shown on a map
drawn at the scale of the assessors map in the city
or town in which the land is situated, the name,
address and telephone number of the landowner
and the landowner's attorney, if any.
The notice of intent to sell or convert shall be
sent by the landowner by certified mail or hand
delivered to the mayor and city council of a city, or
board of selectmen of a town, and in the case of
either a city or a town, to its board of assessors, to
its planning board and conservation commission, if
any, and to the state forester.
A notarized affidavit that the landowner has
mailed or delivered a notice of intent to sell or
convert shall be conclusive evidence that the land-
owner has mailed the notice in the manner and at
the time specified. Each affidavit shall have at-
tached to it a copy of the notice of intent to which
it relates.
The notice of intent to sell or convert shall be
considered to have been duly mailed if addressed
to the mayor and city council or board of select-
men in care of the city or town clerk; to the
planning board and conservation commission if
addressed to them directly; to the state forester if
addressed to the commissioner of the department
of conservation and recreation and to the assessors
if addressed to them directly.
If the notice of intent to sell or convert does not
contain all of the material as described above, then
the town or city, within 30 days after receipt, shall
notify the landowner in writing that notice is insuf-
ficient and does not comply.
For a period of 120 days after the day following
the latest date of deposit in the United States mail
of any notice which complies with this section, the
city or town shall have, in the case of intended sale,
a first refusal option to meet a bona fide offer to
purchase the land.
In the case of intended or determined conversion
not involving sale, the municipality shall have an
option to purchase the land at full and fair market
value to be determined by an impartial appraisal
performed by a certified appraiser hired at the
expense of the municipality or its assignee, the
original appraisal to be completed and delivered to
the landowner within 30 days after the notice of
conversion to the municipality. In the event that
the landowner is dissatisfied with the original ap-
praisal, the landowner may, at the landowner's
expense contract for a second appraisal, to be
completed within 60 days after the delivery of the
notice to convert. If, after completion of the sec-
ond appraisal, the parties cannot agree on a con-
sideration, the parties will contract with a mutually
acceptable appraiser for a third appraisal whose
cost will be borne equally by both parties. The
third appraisal shall be delivered to both parties
within 90 days after the notice of conversion to the
municipality and shall be the final determination of
consideration. Upon agreement of a consider-
ation, the city or town shall then have 120 days to
exercise its option. During the appraisal process,
the landowner may revoke the intent to convert at
any time and with no recourse to either party.
The option may be exercised only after a public
hearing followed by written notice signed by the
mayor or board of selectmen, mailed to the land-
owner by certified mail at the address that is speci-
fied in the notice of intent. Notice of the public
hearing shall be given in accordance with section
23B of chapter 39.
The notice of exercise shall also be recorded at
the registry of deeds and shall contain the name of
the record owner of the land and description of the
premises adequate for identification of them.
The notice to the landowner of the city or town's
election to exercise its option shall be accompanied
by a proposed purchase and sale contract or other
agreement between the city or town and the land-
owner which, if executed, shall be fulfilled within a
period of not more than 90 days after the date the
contract or agreement, endorsed by the landowner,
is returned by certified mail to the mayor or board
of selectmen, or upon expiration of any extended
period that the landowner has agreed to in writing,
whichever is later.
At the public hearing or a further public hearing,
the city or town may assign its option to a nonprof-
it conservation organization or to the common-
wealth or any of its political subdivisions under the
terms and conditions that the mayor or board of
selectmen may consider appropriate. Notice of the
public hearing shall be given in accordance with
section 23B of chapter 39.
The assignment shall be for the purpose of main-
taining no less than 70 per cent of the land in use
as forest land as defined in section 1 of this chap-
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ter, as agricultural and horticultural land as de-
lined in sections 1 and 2 of chapter 61A or as
recreation land as defined in section 1 of chapter
6 IB, and in no case shall the assignee develop a
greater proportion of the land than was proposed
by the developer whose offer gave rise to the as-
signment. All land other than land that is to be
developed shall then be bound by a permanent
deed restriction that meets the requirements of
chapter 184.
If the first refusal option has been assigned to a
nonprofit conservation organization or to the com-
monwealth or any of its political subdivisions as
provided in this section, the mayor or board of
selectmen shall provide written notice of assign-
ment to the landowner.
The notice of assignment shall state the name
and address of the organization or agency of the
commonwealth which will exercise the option in
addition to the terms and conditions of the assign-
ment. The notice of assignment shall be recorded
with the registry of deeds.
Failure to record either the notice of exercise or
the notice of assignment within the 120 day period
shall be conclusive evidence that the city or town
has not exercised its option.
If the option has been assigned to a nonprofit
conservation organization or to the commonwealth
or any of its political subdivisions, the option may
be exercised by the assignee only by written notice
to the landowner signed by the assignee, mailed to
the landowner by certified mail at the address that
is specified in the notice of intent.
The notice of exercise shall also be recorded with
the registry of deeds and shall contain the name of
the record owner of the land and description of the
premises adequate for identification of them.
The notice of exercise to the landowner shall be
accompanied by a proposed purchase and sale
contract or other agreement between the assignee
and landowner which, if executed, shall be fulfilled
within a period of not more than 90 days, or upon
expiration of any extended period that the land-
owner has agreed to in writing, from the date the
contract or agreement, endorsed by the landowner,
is returned by certified mail to the assignee.
During the 120 day period, the city or town or its
assignees, shall have the right, at reasonable times
and upon reasonable notice, to enter upon the land
for the purpose of surveying and inspecting said
land, including but not limited to soil testing for
purposes of Title V and the taking of water sam-
ples.
The city or town or its assignee shall have all
rights assigned to the buyer in the purchase and
sales agreement contained in the notice of intent.
If the city or town elects not to exercise the
option, and not to assign its right to exercise the
option, the city or town shall send written notice of
nonexercise signed by the mayor or board of select-
men to the landowner by certified mail at the
address that is specified in the notice of intent.
The notice of nonexercise shall contain the name of
the owner of record of the land and description of
the premises adequate for identification of them,
and shall be recorded with the registry of deeds.
No sale or conversion of the land shall be con-
summated until the option period has expired or
the notice of nonexercise has been recorded with
the registry of deeds, and no sale of the land shall
be consummated if the terms of the sale differ in
any material way from the terms of the purchase
and sale agreement which accompanied the bona
fide offer to purchase as described in the notice of
intent to sell except as provided herein.
This section shall not apply to a mortgage fore-
closure sale, but the holder of a mortgage shall, at
least 90 days before a foreclosure sale, send written
notice of the time and place of the sale to the
parties in the manner described in this section for
notice of intent to sell or convert, and the giving of
that notice may be established by an affidavit as
described in this section.
Added by St. 1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St. 1987, c.
95, §§ 5, 6; St. 1987, c. 142, §§ 3, 4; St.2006, c. 394,
§ 48, eff. Mar. 22, 2007; St.2008, c. 312, § 7, eff. Aug.
14,2008.
§ 10. Buildings on recreational land; land oc-
cupied by dwellings or used for family
living; taxation
All building 1 located on land which is valued,
assessed and taxed on the basis of its recreational
use in accordance with the provisions of this chap-
ter and all land occupied by a dwelling or regularly
used for family living shall be valued, assessed and
taxed by the same standards, methods and proce-
dures as other taxable property.
Added by St. 1979, c. 713, § 1.
1 So in original.
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§ 11. Continuance of classification
Continuance of land valuation, assessment and
taxation under the provisions of this chapter shall
depend upon continuance of such land in recre-
ational use and compliance with other require-
ments of this chapter and not upon continuance in
the same owner of title to such land. Liability to
roll-back taxes, determined pursuant to section
eight shall attach when such land no longer quali-
fies as recreational land actively and shall be the
obligation of the then owner of the land. For
purposes relating to roll-back taxes such qualifica-
tion shall depend on the actual use of such land for
the previous 5 years, and not on the filing of
application under section three for any year.
Added bv St. 1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, § 49, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 12. Separation of land for non-recreational
use
If, by conveyance or other action of the owner
thereof, a portion of land which is valued, assessed
and taxed under the provisions of this chapter is
separated for a use which does not qualify as
recreational land, the land so separated shall be
subject to liability for conveyance or roll-back taxes
applicable thereto, but such separation shall not
impair the right of the remainder of such land to
continuance of valuation, assessment and taxation
thereunder; provided, however, that such remain-
ing land continues to so qualify.
Added by St. 1 979, c. 713, § 1.
§ 13. Special or betterment assessments
Land qualifying for valuation, assessment and
taxation under this chapter shall be subject to
special assessments or betterment assessments to
such pro rata extent as the service or facility fi-
nanced by such assessment is used for improving
the recreational use capability of said land or for
the personal benefit of the owner thereof. This
assessment shall, however, upon application, be
suspended during the time the land is in classified
recreational use and shall become due and payable
as of the date when the use of the land is changed.
Payment of the assessment and interest on it shall
be made in accordance with section 13 of chapter
80, but the interest shall be computed from the
date of the change in use. If only a portion of a
tract of land which benefits from a suspension of
payment is changed from that use, the assessment
shall become due and payable as of the date when
the use was changed only to the extent of and in
the proportion that the frontage of that portion
bears to the street frontage of the entire tract of
land which originally benefited from a suspension
of payment. Upon receipt of full payment of a
portion of a suspended assessment, the tax collec-
tor shall dissolve the lien for the assessment insofar
as it affects the portion of the land changed from
recreational use. The lien for the portion of the
original assessment which remains unpaid shall
continue and remain in full force and effect until
dissolved in accordance with law. A request for
this release shall be made in writing to the tax
collector and shall be accompanied by a plan and
other information that is required in the case of a
request for a division of an assessment under sec-
tion 10.
Added by St. 1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
394, § 50, eff. Mar. 22, 2007.
§ 14. Roll-back taxes; procedures for assess-
ment, etc.; modification or abatement;
appeals
The assessment, collection, apportionment and
payment over of the roll-back taxes imposed by
section eight shall be governed by the procedures
provided for the assessment and taxation of omit-
ted property under section seventy-five of chapter
fifty-nine. Such procedures shall apply to each tax
year for which roll-back taxes may be imposed
notwithstanding the limitation set forth in said
chapter fifty-nine with respect to the periods for
which omitted property assessments may be im-
posed. Any person aggrieved by any determination
or assessment by the board of assessors under this
chapter may within sixty days of the date of notice
thereof apply in writing to the assessors for modifi-
cation or abatement thereof. Any person aggrieved
by the refusal of the assessors to modify such a
determination or make such an abatement or by
their failure to act upon such an application may
appeal to the appellate tax board within thirty days
after the date of notice of their decision or within
three months of the date of the application, which-
ever date is later. It shall be a condition of such
appeal with respect to the annual general property
tax that the asserted tax be paid, but no payment
shall be required as a condition of such appeal with
respect to any asserted conveyance tax or roll-back
tax. If any payment of any tax imposed by this
chapter should be made and as the result of any
such modification or abatement by the board of
assessors or decision by the appellate tax board it
shall appear that any such tax has been overpaid,
542
RECREATIONAL LAND 61B § 18
such excess payment shall be reimbursed by the
town treasurer with interest at the rate of six per
cent per annum from time of payment. Collection
of any conveyance or roll-back taxes, by sale or
taking or otherwise, may be stayed by the appellate
tax board while any such appeal is pending. Any
partial payment of the asserted tax that may be
required by the appellate tax board in connection
with such tax shall not exceed one-half of the
asserted tax.
Added by St. 1 979, c. 713, § 1.
§ 15. Certificate of amount of conveyance or
roll-back tax
In connection with any proposed or completed
sale or other transfer of any land which has been
valued, assessed and taxed under the provisions of
this chapter, the owner of record of the land may
apply to the board of assessors for a certificate of
the amount of conveyance tax and roll-back tax, if
any, payable by reason of such sale or other trans-
fer, or that no such tax is payable and stating the
amount of any conveyance or roll-back taxes that
are payable with respect to such land. Such certif-
icate shall be provided to the applicant within
twenty days after application therefor. Such certif-
icate may be recorded with the registry of deeds,
and upon such recording of such a certificate be-
come payable, or a certificate by the collector of
taxes that the amount of tax stated in such certifi-
cate of the board of assessors has been paid, all
liens on such land for taxes under this chapter
shall terminate, except that any liens for any roll-
back taxes assessed by reason of land ceasing to
qualify for valuation, assessment and taxation un-
der this chapter after the date of such sale or other
transfer, shall continue. In connection with the
issuance of such a certificate, the board of asses-
sors may rely upon their own records, affidavits
and such other information as they may deem
appropriate. The board of assessors shall charge
six dollars for each certificate so issued, and the
money so received shall be paid into the town
treasury.
Added by St. 1 979, c. 713, § 1.
§ 16. Equalized valuation based on recreational
use
In determining the equalization required by sec-
tion nine of chapter fifty-eight, the commissioner of
revenue shall determine the value of such land on
the basis of its recreational use.
Added by St. 1979, c. 713, § 1. Amended by St.1980, c.
261, § 21.
§ 17. Tax list of board of assessors; informa-
tion required
The factual details to be shown on the tax list of
a board of assessors with respect to land which is
valued, assessed and taxed under this chapter shall
be the same as those set forth by said board with
respect to other taxable property in the same city
or town.
Added by St. 1 979, c. 713, § 1.
§ 18. Rules and regulations; forms and proce-
dures
The commissioner of revenue shall promulgate
such rules and regulations and shall prescribe the
use of such forms and procedures as he deems
appropriate to and consistent with effectuation of
the purposes of this chapter.
Added by St. 1 979, c. 713, § 1.
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CHAPTER 64G
ROOM OCCUPANCY EXCISE
Chapter 64G of the General Laws was added by St. 1966, c. 14, § 25.
Selected section
Section
3A. Local excise tax; information concerning amount
collected available.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 3A. Local excise tax; information concerning
amount collected available
Any city or town which accepts the provisions of
this section shall be authorized to impose a local
excise tax upon the transfer of occupancy of any
room or rooms in a bed and breakfast establish-
ment, hotel, lodging house or motel located within
such city or town by any operator at a rate up to,
but not exceeding, 6 per cent of the total amount of
rent for each such occupancy; provided, however,
that the city of Boston is hereby authorized to
impose such local excise upon the transfer of occu-
pancy of any room in a bed and breakfast establish-
ment, hotel, lodging house or motel located within
said city by any operator at the rate of up to but not
exceeding 6.5 per cent of the total amount of rent
of each such occupancy. No excise shall be im-
posed if the total amount of rent is less than fifteen
dollars per day or its equivalent or if the accommo-
dation is exempt under the provisions of section
two of this chapter. The operator shall pay the
local excise tax imposed under the provisions of
this section to the commissioner at the same time
and in the same manner as the excise tax due the
commonwealth. All sums received by the commis-
sioner under this section as excise, penalties or
forfeitures, interest, costs of suit and fines shall at
least quarterly be distributed, credited and paid by
the state treasurer upon certification of the com-
missioner to each city or town that has adopted the
provisions of this section in proportion to the
amount of such sums received from the transfer of
occupancy in each such city or town. This section
shall only take effect in a city or town accepting the
provisions of this section by a majority vote of the
city council with the approval of the mayor, in the
case of a city with a Plan A, Plan B, or Plan F
charter; by a majority vote of the city council, in
the case of a city with a Plan C, Plan D, or Plan E
charter; by a majority vote of the annual town
meeting or a special meeting called for the pur-
pose, in the case of a municipality with a town
meeting form of government; or by a majority vote
of the town council, in the case of a municipality
with a town council form of government. The
provisions of this section shall take effect on the
first day of the calendar quarter following thirty
days after such acceptance, or on the first day of
such later calendar quarter as the city or town may
designate. The city or town, in accepting the pro-
visions of this section, may not revoke or otherwise
amend the applicable local tax rate more often
than once in any twelve month period.
The commissioner of the department of revenue
shall make available to any city or town requesting
such information the total amount of room occu-
pancy tax collected in the preceding fiscal year in
the city or town requesting the information.
Added by St. 1985, c. 145, § 6. Amended by St. 1986, c.
423, § 2; St. 1988, c. 31, § 4; St.1992, c. 133, § 416;
St. 1997, c. 152, § 22; St.2009, c. 27, §§51, 52, eff. Aug.
1,2009.
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CHAPTER 64L
LOCAL OPTION MEALS EXCISE
Chapter 64L of the General Laws was added by St.2009, c. 27, § 60.
Section Section
1.
2.
Definitions.
Local sales tax upon restaurant meals; distribution;
effective date upon acceptance by municipality;
reports.
Sourcing meal sales to business location of vendor;
vendors with multiple business locations; meal
delivery companies and caterers.
4.
5.
6.
Reimbursement to vendor by purchase
i
Tax to be stated and charged separately by vendor;
sale of alcoholic beverages consumed on premis
es.
Liability for failure to pay tax under this chapter.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following words shall
have the meaning assigned to them in paragraph
(h) of section 6 of chapter 64H: "honor snack
tray", "meals" and "restaurant".
"Commissioner", the commissioner of revenue.
"Sale", a sale of meals by a restaurant for any
purpose other than resale in the regular course of
business.
"Vendor", shall have the meaning assigned to it
in section 1 of chapter 64H.
Added by St.2009, c. 27, § 60, cff. Oct. 1, 2009.
§ 2. Local sales tax upon restaurant meals; dis-
tribution; effective date upon acceptance
by municipality; reports
(a) A city or town which accepts this section in
the manner provided in section 4 of chapter 4 may
impose a local sales tax upon the sale of restaurant
meals originating within the city or town by a
vendor at a rate of .75 per cent of the gross receipts
of the vendor from the sale of restaurant meals.
No excise shall be imposed if the sale is exempt
under section 6 of chapter 64H. The vendor shall
pay the local sales tax imposed under this section
to the commissioner at the same time and in the
same manner as the sales tax due to the common-
wealth.
(b) All sums received by the commissioner under
this section shall, at least quarterly, be distributed,
credited and paid by the state treasurer upon certi-
fication of the commissioner to each city or town
that has accepted this section in proportion to the
amount of the sums received from the sales of
restaurant meals in that city or town. Any city or
town seeking to dispute the commissioner's calcu-
lation of its distribution under this subsection shall
notify the commissioner, in writing, not later than
1 year from the date the tax was distributed by the
commissioner to the city or town.
(c) This section shall take effect in a municipality
on the first day of the calendar quarter following
30 days after its acceptance by the municipality or
on the first day of a later calendar quarter that the
city or town may designate.
(d) Notwithstanding any provisions in section 21
of chapter 62C to the contrary, the commissioner
may make available to cities and towns any infor-
mation necessary for administration of the excise
imposed by this section including, but not limited
to, a report of the amount of local option sales tax
on restaurant meals collected in the aggregate by
each city or town under this section in the preced-
ing fiscal year, and the identification of each indi-
vidual vendor collecting local option sales tax on
restaurant meals collected under this chapter.
Added by St.2009, c. 27, § 60, erf. Oct. 1, 2009.
§ 3. Sourcing meal sales to business location of
vendor; vendors with multiple business
locations; meal delivery companies and
caterers
Except as provided herein, a sale of a meal by a
restaurant is sourced to the business location of the
vendor if (1) the meal is received by the purchaser
at the business location of the vendor or (2) if the
meal is delivered by the vendor to a customer,
regardless of the location of the customer. A ven-
dor with multiple business locations in the com-
monwealth must separately report sales sourced to
each location in a manner prescribed by the com-
missioner. Restaurant meal delivery companies
that purchase meals for resale must source their
sales to the delivery location indicated by instruc-
tions for delivery to the purchaser and shall sepa-
rately report sales by municipality in a manner
prescribed by the commissioner. The commission-
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er may also adopt by rule or regulation destination
sourcing and reporting rules for caterers or other
vendors with a high volume of delivered meals, as
the commissioner may determine, in order to miti-
gate any anti-competitive impact of the local meals
tax.
Added by St.2009, c. 27, § 60, eff. Oct. 1, 2009.
§ 4. Reimbursement to vendor by purchaser
Reimbursement for the tax imposed by this chap-
ter shall be paid by the purchaser to the vendor,
and each vendor in the commonwealth shall add to
the sales price and shall collect from the purchaser
the full amount of the tax imposed by this chapter
and such tax shall be a debt from the purchaser to
the vendor, when so added to the sales price, and
shall be recoverable at law in the same manner as
other debts.
Added by St.2009, c. 27, § 60, eff. Oct. 1, 2009.
§ 5. Tax to be stated and charged separately by
vendor; sale of alcoholic beverages con-
sumed on premises
Upon each sale of a meal by a restaurant taxable
under this chapter, the amount of tax collected by
the vendor from the purchaser shall be stated and
charged separately from the sales price and shown
separately on any record thereof at the time the
sale is made or on any evidence of sale issued or
used by the vendor, but in the instance of the sale
of alcoholic beverages for on premises consump-
tion, the tax collected need not be stated separately.
Added by St.2009, c. 27, § 60, eff. Oct. 1, 2009.
§ 6. Liability for failure to pay tax under this
chapter
Every person who fails to pay to the commission-
er any sums required by this chapter shall be
personally and individually liable therefor to the
commonwealth. The term "person", as used in
this section, includes an officer or employee of a
corporation, or a member or employee of a part-
nership or limited liability company, who as an
officer, employee or member is under a duty to pay
over the taxes imposed by this chapter.
Added by St.2009, c. 27, § 60, eff. Oct. 1, 2009.
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CHAPTER 66
PUBLIC RECORDS
Selected sections
Section
6. Records of public proceedings; preparation; custo-
civ.
8. Preservation and destruction of records, books and
papers.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 6. Records of public proceedings; prepara-
tion; custody
Every department, board, commission or office
of the commonwealth or of a county, city or town,
for which no clerk is otherwise provided by law,
shall designate some person as clerk, who shall
enter all its votes, orders and proceedings in books
and shall have the custody of such books, and the
department, board, commission or office shall des-
ignate an employee or employees to have the custo-
dy of its other public records. Every sole officer in
charge of a department or office of the common-
wealth or of a county, city or town having public
records in such department or office shall have the
custody thereof.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1897, c. 439, §§ 2, 3.
R.L.1902, c. 35, § 11.
§ 8. Preservation and destruction of records,
books and papers
Every original paper belonging to the files of the
commonwealth or of any county, city or town,
bearing date earlier than the year eighteen hundred
and seventy, every book of registry or record, ex-
cept books which the supervisor of public records
determines may be destroyed, every town warrant,
every deed to the commonwealth or to any county,
city or town, every report of an agent, officer or
committee relative to bridges, public ways, sewers
or other state, county or municipal interests not
required to be recorded in a book and not so
recorded, shall be preserved and safely kept; and
every other paper belonging to such files shall be
kept for seven years after the latest original entry
therein or thereon, unless otherwise provided by
law or unless such records are included in disposal
schedules approved by the records conservation
board for state records or by the supervisor of
public records for county, city, or town records;
and no such paper shall be destroyed without the
Section
10. Public inspection and copies of records; presump-
tion; exceptions.
13. Custodian to demand records; compelling compli-
ance.
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
written approval of the supervisor of records. Not-
withstanding the foregoing, the register of deeds in
any county may, without such written approval,
destroy any papers pertaining to attachments or to
the dissolution or discharge thereof in the files of
his office following the expiration of twenty years
after the latest original entry therein or thereon,
unless otherwise specifically provided by law, and
he may destroy all original instruments left for
record and not called for within five years after the
recording thereof.
Amended by St.1943, c. 128; St.1949, c. 395, § 2;
St.1962, c. 427, § 3; St.1974, c. 141.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1894, c. 356, §§ 1,2.
St. 1897, c. 439, § 4.
R.L.1902, c. 35, § 14.
Si. 1918, c. 257, § 167.
St. 1919, c. 5.
Si 1920, c. 2.
§ 10. Public inspection and copies of records;
presumption; exceptions
(a) Every person having custody of any public
record, as defined in clause Twenty-sixth of section
seven of chapter four, shall, at reasonable times
and without unreasonable delay, permit it, or any
segregable portion of a record which is an indepen-
dent public record, to be inspected and examined
by any person, under his supervision, and shall
furnish one copy thereof upon payment of a rea-
sonable fee. Every person for whom a search of
public records is made shall, at the direction of the
person having custody of such records, pay the
actual expense of such search. The following fees
shall apply to any public record in the custody of
the state police, the Massachusetts bay transporta-
tion authority police or any municipal police de-
partment or fire department; for preparing and
mailing a motor vehicle accident report, five dol-
lars for not more than six pages and fifty cents for
each additional page; for preparing and mailing a
fire insurance report, live dollars lor not more than
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six pages plus fifty cents for each additional page;
for preparing and mailing crime, incident or mis-
cellaneous reports, one dollar per page; for furnish-
ing any public record, in hand, to a person request-
ing such records, fifty cents per page. A page shall
be defined as one side of an eight and one-half inch
by eleven inch sheet of paper.
(b) A custodian of a public record shall, within
ten days following receipt of a request for inspec-
tion or copy of a public record, comply with such
request. Such request may be delivered in hand to
the office of the custodian or mailed via first class
mail. If the custodian refuses or fails to comply
with such a request, the person making the request
may petition the supervisor of records for a deter-
mination whether the record requested is public.
Upon the determination by the supervisor of rec-
ords that the record is public, he shall order the
custodian of the public record to comply with the
person's request. If the custodian refuses or fails to
comply with any such order, the supervisor of
records may notify the attorney general or the
appropriate district attorney thereof who may take
whatever measures he deems necessary to insure
compliance with the provisions of this section. The
administrative remedy provided by this section
shall in no way limit the availability of the adminis-
trative remedies provided by the commissioner of
administration and finance with respect to any
officer or employee of any agency, executive office,
department or board; nor shall the administrative
remedy provided by this section in any way limit
the availability of judicial remedies otherwise avail-
able to any person requesting a public record. If a
custodian of a public record refuses or fails to
comply with the request of any person for inspec-
tion or copy of a public record or with an adminis-
trative order under this section, the supreme judi-
cial or superior court shall have jurisdiction to
order compliance.
(c) In any court proceeding pursuant to para-
graph (b) there shall be a presumption that the
record sought is public, and the burden shall be
upon the custodian to prove with specificity the
exemption which applies.
(d) The clerk of every city or town shall post, in a
conspicuous place in the city or town hall in the
vicinity of the clerk's office, a brief printed state-
ment that any citizen may, at his discretion, obtain
copies of certain public records from local officials
for a fee as provided for in this chapter.
The commissioner of the department of criminal
justice information services, the department of
criminal justice information services and its agents,
servants, and attorneys including the keeper of the
records of the firearms records bureau of said
department, or any licensing authority, as defined
by chapter one hundred and forty shall not disclose
any records divulging or tending to divulge the
names and addresses of persons who own or pos-
sess firearms, rifles, shotguns, machine guns and
ammunition therefor, as defined in said chapter
one hundred and forty and names and addresses of
persons licensed to carry and/or possess the same
to any person, firm, corporation, entity or agency
except criminal justice agencies as defined in chap-
ter six and except to the extent such information
relates solely to the person making the request and
is necessary to the official interests of the entity
making the request.
The home address and home telephone number
of law enforcement, judicial, prosecutorial, depart-
ment of youth services, department of children and
families, department of correction and any other
public safety and criminal justice system personnel,
and of unelected general court personnel, shall not
be public records in the custody of the employers
of such personnel or the public employee retire-
ment administration commission or any retirement
board established under chapter 32 and shall not
be disclosed, but such information may be dis-
closed to an employee organization under chapter
150E, a nonprofit organization for retired public
employees under chapter 180 or to a criminal
justice agency as defined in section 1 67 of chapter
6. The name and home address and telephone
number of a family member of any such personnel
shall not be public records in the custody of the
employers of the foregoing persons or the public
employee retirement administration commission or
any retirement board established under chapter 32
and shall not be disclosed. The home address and
telephone number or place of employment or edu-
cation of victims of adjudicated crimes, of victims
of domestic violence and of persons providing or
training in family planning services and the name
and home address and telephone number, or place
of employment or education of a family member of
any of the foregoing shall not be public records in
the custody of a government agency which main-
tains records identifying such persons as falling
within such categories and shall not be disclosed.
Amended by St.1948, c. 550, § 5; St.1973, c. 1050, § 3;
St. 1976, c. 438, § 2; St.1978, c. 294; St.1982, c. 189,
§ 1; St.1982, c. 477; St. 1983, c. 15; St.1991, c. 412,
§ 55; St.1992, c. 286, § 146; St.1996, c. 39, § 1;
St. 1996, c. 151, § 210; St.1998, c. 238; St.2000, c. 159,
§ 133; St.2004, c. 149, § 124, eff. July 1, 2004; St.2008,
c. 176, § 61, eff. July 8, 2008; St.2010, c. 256, §§ 58, 59,
eff. Nov. 4, 2010.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1851, c. 161, § 4.
St. 1857, c. 84, § 3.
G.S.1860, c. 29, § 10.
P.S.1882, c. 37, § 13.
St. 1897, c. 439, § 7.
R.L.1902,c. 35, § 17.
§ 13. Custodian to demand records; compel-
ling compliance
Whoever is entitled to the custody of public rec-
ords shall demand the same from any person hav-
ing possession of them, who shall forthwith deliver
the same to him. Upon complaint of any public
officer entitled to the custody of a public record,
the superior court shall have jurisdiction in equity
to compel any person unlawfully having such rec-
ord in his possession to deliver the same to the
complainant.
Amended by St. 1951, c. 200.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1897, c. 439, § 9.
R.L.I902,c. 35, § 20.
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CHAPTER 70
SCHOOL FUNDS AND STATE AID FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Section Section
1. Legislative intent. 6. Contributions by municipalities for support of local
2. Definitions. schools and school district.
3. Foundation budget; regulations; calculation of 7. Reductions in amount appropriated.
budget. 8. Districts' methods for allocating appropriated
3A. Data necessary to generate required minimum lo- funds; under-performing districts; restrictions,
cal contribution and state aid components; 9. Reports on amounts spent for certain expenses,
house and senate committees on ways and 10. Aid paid to municipalities and districts; amounts,
means; bi-monthly updates. 1 1
.
Excess funds; application to following fiscal year.
4. Foundation budget review commission; member- 12. Determination of amounts appropriated.
ship; recommendations. 13. Allocation of funds.
5. Municipalities receiving overburden aid; reduc- 14. Exemption of certain districts from chapter.
tions. 15. Applicability of chapter.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
St. 1948, c. 643, § 1 , amended the General Laws by striking out former Chapter 70 consisting of
§§ 1 to 18, and by inserting in place thereof a new Chapter 70 consisting of §§ 1 to 11.
St. 1966, c. 14, § 40 amended the General Laws by striking out former Chapter 70 consisting of
§§ 1 to 11, and by inserting in place thereof a new Chapter 70 consisting of§§ 1 to 7. St. 1966, c.
14, was submitted to the voters by referendum and approved by them at the general election on Nov.
8, 1966.
St. 1978, c. 367, § 70C, as amended by St. 1980, c. 261, § 35, amended the General Laws by striking
out former Chapter 70 consisting of §§ 1 to 7, and by inserting in place thereof a new Chapter 70
consisting of§§ 1 to 11.
DISPOSITION TABLE and a standard of local funding effort applicable to
Showing where the subject matter of Chapter every city and town in the commonwealth.
70, as added by St.1978, c. 367, § 70B, as Added by St.1993, c. 71, § 32.
amended, consisting of §§ 1 to 11, and stricken
out by St.1993, c. 71, § 32, can be found in new R
§§ 1 to 15 enacted thereby. §2. Definitions
Former New As used in this chapter and in chapters fifteen,
Sections Sections sixty-nine and seventy-one, the following words
* shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
'
'" have the following meanings:
—
3 3, 10 "Adjusted property valuation", the equalized
4 9 property valuation of the municipality multiplied
5 by the most recent average annual per capita in-
" ~>
'
12 come for the municipality, divided by the average
annual per capita income for the commonwealth
'
for the same period, as reported by the United
iq States bureau of census.
11 10 "Assumed tuitioned-out special education enroll-
ment", one percent of the total foundation enroll-
§ 1 . Legislative intent ment in a district, not counting vocational or pre-
t, • .i . r .i i u- school enrollment.
It is the intention oi the general court, subject to
appropriation, to assure fair and adequate mini- "Assumed in-school special education enroll-
mum per student funding for public schools in the ment", 3.75 per cent of total foundation enrollment
commonwealth by defining a foundation budget in a district not counting vocational or preschool
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enrollment, plus 4.75 per cent of vocational enroll-
ment.
"Base aid", in any fiscal year, the total of base
aid, minimum aid and foundation aid of the previ-
ous fiscal year. In fiscal year nineteen hundred
and ninety-four, base aid shall be state school aid
in fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-three;
provided, however, that the amount of aid deemed
to have been distributed in fiscal year nineteen
hundred and ninety-three pursuant to section six-
teen D of chapter seventy-one shall be adjusted to
equal the amount that would have been distributed
in fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-four in
accordance with paragraph (e) of section sixteen
D of said chapter seventy-one but for the provisions
of this chapter and paragraph (f) of said section
sixteen D of chapter seventy-one; and provided,
further, that, for any district in which net school
spending is less than the foundation budget in
determining base aid in the current fiscal year, the
base aid amount of the previous fiscal year shall be
adjusted by adding any amount that will be deduct-
ed in the current fiscal year pursuant to the provi-
sions of section twelve B of chapter seventy-six for
students that applied and were accepted at receiv-
ing districts during the prior fiscal year; provided,
however, that the students identified in subsection
(m) of said section twelve B, shall be deemed for
the purposes of this calculation to have been ac-
cepted at receiving districts during fiscal year nine-
teen hundred and ninety-three.
"Base year foundation budget", the sum of foun-
dation base year payroll, foundation non-salary
base year expenses, the professional development
allotment, expanded program allotment, extraordi-
nary maintenance allotment, and book and equip-
ment allotment. The base year foundation is the
foundation budget for fiscal year nineteen hundred
and ninety-three.
"Board", the board of education.
"Book and equipment allotment", the amounts
allotted within a district's foundation budget for
books and equipment in any fiscal year. The book
and equipment allotment shall be the sum of:
(a) one hundred and twenty-five dollars multi-
plied by the sum of the foundation kindergarten
enrollment and the foundation pre-school enroll-
ment; plus
(b) two hundred and fifty dollars multiplied by
the sum of the foundation elementary enrollment,
the foundation bilingual enrollment and the foun-
dation junior high/middle school enrollment; plus
(c) four hundred dollars multiplied by the foun-
dation high school enrollment; plus
(d) seven hundred dollars multiplied by the foun-
dation vocational enrollment; plus
(e) two hundred dollars multiplied by the as-
sumed in-school special education enrollment.
"Commissioner", the commissioner of the de-
partment of education within the executive office of
education.
"Department", the department of education
within the executive office of education.
"District" or "School district", the school de-
partment of a city or town, and a regional school
district.
"Enrollment categories", each student, including
students enrolled in special education programs,
and students attending a school in another district,
pursuant to the provisions of section twelve B of
chapter seventy-six, who resides in the district and
who attends either a public school in that district
or a school for which the district of residence pays
tuition, shall be placed in one and only one of the
following enrollment categories depending on the
grade and program to which the student is as-
signed:
(A) "Bilingual enrollment", the number of stu-
dents enrolled in English language learners pro-
grams established under chapter 71 A but, in the
case of an innovative program, only the limited
English proficient students enrolled in such pro-
gram shall be considered in calculating bilingual
enrollment in a district.
(B) "Elementary enrollment", number of stu-
dents enrolled in grades one through five and not
enrolled in bilingual or vocational programs in a
district.
(C) "High school enrollment", the number of
students enrolled in grades nine through twelve
and not enrolled in bilingual or vocational pro-
grams in a district.
(D) "Junior high/middle school enrollment", the
number of students enrolled in grades six through
eight and not enrolled in bilingual or vocational
programs in a district.
(E) "Kindergarten enrollment", the number of
students enrolled in kindergarten and not enrolled
in bilingual or vocational programs in a district;
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provided, however, that in any district in which
kindergarten students attend school for a full day,
the foundation kindergarten enrollment used to
calculate the foundation budget amount described
in this section shall be two times the kindergarten
enrollment number that would otherwise be used
for said calculations if said district and all towns
responsible for appropriating for said district so
request.
(F) "Pre-school enrollment", the number of stu-
dents enrolled in pre-school programs run in con-
nection with the special education program in a
district. The foundation pre-school enrollment
may not exceed twice the number of pre-school
students enrolled under approved individual edu-
cation plans.
(G) "Vocational enrollment", the number of stu-
dents enrolled in vocational and occupational edu-
cation programs or an agricultural school in a
district.
"Equalized property valuation", the annual
equalized property valuation for a municipality as
determined by the department of revenue pursuant
to the provisions of sections nine, ten and ten C of
chapter fifty-eight.
"Equity aid", aid amounts payable to municipali-
ties in any fiscal year equal to the equity gap
multiplied by the foundation aid percent.
"Equity gap", the positive difference, if any, be-
tween (1) the positive difference, if any between the
preliminary local contribution and the gross stan-
dard of effort and (2) the positive difference, if any,
between the sum of the preliminary local contribu-
tion, base aid, minimum aid and federal impact aid
and the foundation budget amount. The equity gap
shall be defined separately for each municipality's
share of each district of which it is a member.
"Excess debt service amount", shall be the differ-
ence, if any, between (i) the municipality's share of
long-term debt service in support of school con-
struction and (ii) the statewide average of local
share of long-term debt service in support of school
construction, on a per pupil basis, multiplied by the
foundation number of pupils in the town. For
regional school districts, the excess debt service
amount shall be allocated amongst member munic-
ipalities according to the provisions of the regional
school district agreement. The excess debt service
amount for a municipality shall be the sum of the
municipality's share of excess debt service amounts
for all of the regional districts of which it is a
member.
"Expanded program allotment", the amount al-
lotted within a district's foundation budget for pro-
viding expanded educational services for low-in-
come students. The expanded program allotment
shall be determined by multiplying the number of
low-income elementary and middle school students
in a district by the wage adjustment factor by three
hundred and eighty dollars.
"Extraordinary maintenance allotment", the
amount allotted within a district's foundation bud-
get for extraordinary maintenance costs in any
fiscal year. The extraordinary maintenance allot-
ment shall be two thousand, two hundred dollars
multiplied by the sum of the foundation teaching
staff and the foundation support staff.
"Foundation aid", aid amounts payable to mu-
nicipalities in any fiscal year equal to the founda-
tion gap multiplied by the statewide foundation aid
percent.
"Foundation aid percent", the result of dividing
( 1 ) the difference between the amount appropriated
for the implementation of this chapter and the sum
of the total base aid and total minimum aid by (2)
the sum of the statewide foundation gap, the state
overburden obligation, and the statewide equity
gaps.
"Foundation assistants", the number of school
assistants or aides allotted within a district's foun-
dation budget in any fiscal year. The number of
foundation assistants shall be the sum of:
(a) six thousandths multiplied by the sum of the
foundation kindergarten enrollment and the foun-
dation pre-school enrollment; plus
(b) twelve thousandths multiplied by the sum of
the foundation elementary enrollment and the
foundation bilingual enrollment; plus
(c) two thousandths multiplied by the foundation
junior high/middle school enrollment; plus
(d) eight ten-thousandths multiplied by the sum
of the foundation high school enrollment and the
foundation vocational enrollment; plus
(e) one hundred and twenty-five thousandths
multiplied by the assumed in-school special edu-
cation enrollment.
"Foundation athletic expenses", the amount al-
lotted within a district's foundation budget for ath-
letic expenses in any fiscal year. The foundation
athletic expenses shall be the sum of:
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(a) fifty dollars multiplied by the foundation jun-
ior high/middle school enrollment; plus
(b) two hundred dollars multiplied by the sum of
the foundation high school enrollment and the
foundation vocational enrollment.
"Foundation benefits", the amount allotted with-
in a district's foundation budget for the purchase of
employee benefits and other insurance in any fiscal
year. The foundation benefits shall be the sum of
the following:
(a) four thousand three hundred and twenty dol-
lars multiplied by the wage adjustment factor mul-
tiplied by the sum of the foundation teaching staff,
the foundation support staff, the foundation assis-
tants, the foundation principals, the foundation
clerical staff, the foundation health care staff, the
foundation central office professional staff and the
foundation custodial staff; plus
(b) four hundred and sixty dollars multiplied by
the sum of the foundation teaching staff, the foun-
dation support staff, the foundation assistants, the
foundation principals, the foundation clerical staff,
the foundation health care staff, the foundation
central office professional staff and the foundation
custodial staff; plus
(c) two hundred and thirty dollars multiplied by
the foundation vocational staff.
"Foundation budget", the sum of the foundation
payroll, foundation non-salary expenses, profes-
sional development allotment, expanded program
allotment, extraordinary maintenance allotment,
and book and equipment allotment. The base year
for calculating the foundation budget shall be fiscal
year nineteen hundred and ninety-three. The base
year foundation budget shall be calculated accord-
ing to the formulas in this section using foundation
enrollment as described in this section. For fiscal
years thereafter, the foundation budget shall be the
base year foundation budget, as adjusted for enroll-
ment and for inflation as set forth in section three
of this chapter.
"Foundation central office professional staff",
the number of professional staff allotted within a
district's foundation budget in any fiscal year for
central office duties. The foundation central office
professional staff shall be the sum of:
(a) two thousandths multiplied by the total foun-
dation enrollment; plus
(b) fifteen thousandths multiplied by the sum of
assumed in-school special education enrollment
and assumed tuitioned-out special education en-
rollment; plus
(c) twenty-five hundred-thousandths multiplied
by the foundation vocational enrollment.
"Foundation clerical staff", the number of stall
allotted within a district's foundation budget in any
fiscal year for clerical duties. The foundation cleri-
cal staff shall be the sum of:
(a) two hundred and seventy-five hundred-thou-
sandths multiplied by the sum of the foundation
kindergarten enrollment and the foundation pre-
school enrollment; plus
(b) fifty-five ten-thousandths multiplied by the
sum of the foundation elementary enrollment, the
foundation bilingual enrollment, the foundation
junior high/middle school enrollment, the founda-
tion high school enrollment and the foundation
vocational enrollment; plus
(c) two hundredths multiplied by the sum of the
assumed in-school special education enrollment
and the assumed tuitioned-out special education
enrollment.
"Foundation custodial staff", the number of staff
allotted within a district's foundation budget in any
fiscal year for custodial duties. The foundation
custodial staff shall be one-tenth multiplied by the
sum of the foundation teaching staff and the foun-
dation support staff.
"Foundation enrollment", the student enrollment
of a district in any fiscal year. The foundation
enrollment is defined as the sum of foundation
elementary, junior high, senior high, bilingual, and
vocational enrollment plus one-half the sum of
foundation pre-school and kindergarten enroll-
ment, including students enrolled in the program
for the elimination of racial imbalance. By March
first of each calendar year, the department shall
certify the foundation enrollment for the next fiscal
year as the actual enrollment as reported the previ-
ous October.
"Foundation extracurricular activity expenses",
the amount allotted within a district's foundation
budget for extracurricular activity expenses in any
fiscal year. The foundation extracurricular activity
expenses shall be the sum of:
(a) twenty-five dollars multiplied by the sum of
the foundation elementary enrollment and the
foundation bilingual enrollment; plus
(b) thirty-five dollars multiplied by the founda-
tion junior high/middle school enrollment; plus
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(c) forty-five dollars multiplied by the sum of the
foundation high school enrollment and the founda-
tion vocational enrollment.
"Foundation gap", the positive difference, if any,
between (i) the foundation budget in any fiscal year
and (ii) the sum of base aid, school choice reim-
bursement as defined in section twelve B of chap-
ter seventy-six, federal impact aid, and the larger of
( 1 ) the prior year local contribution or (2) the
standard of effort for that fiscal year. The founda-
tion gap shall be calculated separately for each
municipality's share of each district to which it
belongs.
"Foundation health care staff", the number of
staff allotted within a district's foundation budget
to perform health care related duties in any fiscal
year. The foundation health care staff shall be the
sum of:
(a) one thousandths multiplied by the sum of the
foundation kindergarten enrollment and the foun-
dation pre-school enrollment; plus
(b) two thousandths multiplied by the sum of the
foundation elementary enrollment and the founda-
tion bilingual enrollment; plus
(c) fifteen ten-thousandths multiplied by the sum
of the foundation junior high/middle school enroll-
ment, the foundation high school enrollment and
the foundation vocational enrollment.
"Foundation inflation index", in fiscal year 2003,
the foundation inflation index shall equal
1.256286153. In fiscal year 2004 and in each
fiscal year thereafter, the foundation inflation index
shall equal the prior year's foundation inflation
index multiplied by the minimum of (a) the ratio of
the value of the implicit price deflator for state and
local government purchases in the first quarter of
the prior fiscal year to its value in the first quarter
of the year 2 years prior, and (b) 1.045.
"Foundation miscellaneous expenses", the
amount allotted within a district's foundation bud-
get for miscellaneous activity expenses in any fiscal
year. The foundation miscellaneous activity ex-
penses shall be the sum of:
(a) four hundred dollars multiplied by the as-
sumed in-school special education enrollment;
plus
(b) seventy-five dollars multiplied by the total
foundation enrollment; plus
(c) eleven hundred dollars multiplied by the
foundation clerical staff.
"Foundation non-salary expenses", the sum of
foundation athletic expenses, foundation extracur-
ricular activity expenses, foundation utility and or-
dinary maintenance expenses, foundation benefits,
foundation special education tuition, and founda-
tion miscellaneous expenses.
"Foundation payroll", the amount allotted within
a district's foundation budget for the teaching staff,
support staff, assistants, principals, clerical staff,
health care staff, central office professional staff,
and custodial staff in any fiscal year. The founda-
tion payroll shall be the wage adjustment factor
multiplied by the sum of:
(a) thirty-eight thousand dollars multiplied by
the sum of the foundation teaching staff and the
foundation support staff; plus
(b) nine thousand dollars multiplied by the foun-
dation assistants; plus
(c) sixty-two thousand dollars multiplied by the
sum of (i) foundation principals, and (ii) one and
fifteen-hundredths multiplied by the foundation
central office professional staff; plus
(d) eighteen thousand five hundred dollars multi-
plied by the foundation clerical staff; plus
(e) twenty-five thousand dollars multiplied by the
foundation health care staff; plus
(f) twenty-five thousand dollars multiplied by the
foundation custodial staff.
"Foundation principals", the number of princi-
pals allotted within a district's foundation budget
in any fiscal year. The foundation principals shall
be the sum of:
(a) fifteen ten-thousandths multiplied by the sum
of the foundation kindergarten enrollment and
foundation pre-school enrollment; plus
(b) three thousandths multiplied by the sum of
the foundation elementary enrollment and the
foundation bilingual enrollment; plus
(c) thirty-five ten-thousandths multiplied by the
foundation junior high/middle school enrollment;
plus
(d) thirty-five ten-thousandths multiplied by the
sum of the foundation high school enrollment and
the foundation vocational enrollment.
"Foundation special education tuition", the
amount allotted within a district's foundation bud-
get for special education tuition in any fiscal year.
The value shall be the product of thirteen thousand
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five hundred dollars and the assumed tuitioned-out
special education enrollment.
"Foundation support staff", the number of staff
allotted within a district's foundation budget for
support duties in any fiscal year. The foundation
support staff shall be the sum of:
(a) seven hundred and twenty-five hundred-thou-
sandths multiplied by the sum of the foundation
kindergarten enrollment and the foundation pre-
school enrollment; plus
(b) one hundred and forty-five ten-thousandths
multiplied by the sum of the foundation elementary
enrollment and the foundation bilingual enroll-
ment; plus
(c) twenty-five thousandths multiplied by the
foundation junior high/middle school enrollment;
plus
(d) forty-two ten-thousandths multiplied by the
sum of the foundation high school enrollment and
the foundation vocational enrollment; plus
(e) seventy-six thousandths multiplied by the as-
sumed in-school special education enrollment.
"Foundation teaching staff", the number of staff
allotted within a district's foundation budget for
teaching duties in any fiscal year. The foundation
teaching staff, calculated using enrollments as de-
fined in this section, shall be the sum of the follow-
ing:
(a) the sum of the foundation kindergarten en-
rollment and the foundation pre-school enrollment
divided by forty-four; plus
(b) the foundation elementary enrollment divid-
ed by twenty-two; plus
(c) the foundation junior high/middle school en-
rollment divided by twenty-five; plus
(d) the foundation high school enrollment divid-
ed by seventeen; plus
(e) the foundation bilingual enrollment divided
by fifteen; plus
(f) the foundation vocational enrollment divided
by ten; plus
(g) the assumed in-school special education en-
rollment divided by eight; plus
(h) three hundredths multiplied by the average
number of low-income students attending schools
in the district over the preceding two fiscal years.
"Foundation utility and ordinary maintenance
expenses", the amount allotted within a district's
foundation budget for utility and ordinary mainte-
nance costs in any fiscal year. The foundation
utility and ordinary maintenance expenses shall be
three thousand three hundred dollars multiplied by
the sum of:
(a) the sum of the foundation teaching staff and
the foundation support staff; plus
(b) the foundation vocational enrollment divided
by thirty.
"Foundation vocational staff", the number of
teachers, support staff principals, clerical stall,
health care staff and custodial staff assigned to a
vocational school or program or an agricultural
school allotted within a district's foundation budget
in any fiscal year.
"General revenue sharing aid", the amount of
assistance from the commonwealth to be received
by a city or town in a fiscal year from the following
local aid programs: (1) payments in lieu of taxes
for state-owned lands distributed pursuant to sec-
tion seventeen of chapter fifty-eight, (2) equity aid
as defined in this section, (3) the distribution to
cities and towns of the balance of the State Lottery
Fund in accordance with the provisions of clause
(c) of section thirty-five of chapter ten, and (4)
additional assistance, so-called, as distributed pur-
suant to section eighteen E of chapter fifty-eight.
"Gross overburden amounts", are as follows: for
municipalities with an adjusted property valuation
per pupil of equal to or less than ninety-five per-
cent of the statewide average, the gross overburden
amount shall be one hundred percent of the stan-
dard of effort gap. For municipalities with an
adjusted property valuation per pupil greater than
ninety-five percent of the state average but less
than one hundred and twenty percent of the state
average, the gross overburden amount shall be the
standard of effort gap multiplied by the positive
difference between one and ninety-five one hun-
dredths and the ratio of the municipality's adjusted
property valuation per pupil to the amount of the
state average adjusted property valuation per pupil.
For municipalities with an adjusted property valua-
tion per pupil equal to or greater than one hundred
and twenty percent of the state average, the gross
overburden amount shall be zero; provided fur-
ther, that for any municipality in which the average
per capita income is below the state average per
capita income, the gross overburden amount shall
be one hundred percent of the standard of effort
gap-
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"Gross standard of effort ", for a municipality in
fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-four shall
be ninety-four ten-thousandths times the adjusted
property valuation, calculated using the nineteen
hundred and ninety-two equalized property valua-
tions as published by the department of revenue.
In subsequent fiscal years, the gross standard of
effort shall be the gross standard of effort of the
previous fiscal year, increased by a percentage
equal to the municipal revenue growth factor.
"Local contribution", the net school spending of
a municipality in any fiscal year minus the sum of
state school aid and federal impact aid, less equity
aid, for that fiscal year as projected by the depart-
ment of education; provided, however, in any city
or town that deferred a portion of its teachers'
salaries in the fiscal year ending June thirtieth,
nineteen hundred and ninety-three or that had its
regional school assessment reduced as a result of a
deferral of teachers' salaries in a regional school
district in said fiscal year, the local contribution for
said fiscal year shall be reduced by the amount of
such teachers' salary deferral and reduced regional
school assessment, if any. The department shall
publish tables allotting each municipality's local
contribution in fiscal year nineteen hundred and
ninety-three amongst the districts to which the
municipality belongs.
"Low-income enrollment", the number of chil-
dren attending school in a district regardless of
residence or tuition-paying status, who are eligible
for free or reduced cost lunches under eligibility
guidelines promulgated by the federal government
under 42 USC 1758. A low-income child or stu-
dent is a child who meets these eligibility stan-
dards. In determining the total number of low-
income students, the department shall use the pre-
ceding year's actual number of low-income elemen-
tary, middle school, high school, bilingual, and
vocational students, and one-half the preceding
year's actual number of low-income kindergarten
and pre-school students.
"Minimum aid", the amount of minimum state
school aid available to a municipality in any fiscal
year, which shall be fifty dollars multiplied by the
district foundation enrollment in fiscal year nine-
teen hundred and ninety-four, and twenty-five dol-
lars multiplied by the district foundation enroll-
ment every year thereafter until fiscal year two
thousand and one.
"Minimum required local contribution ", the sum
of (1) the preliminary local contribution, and (2)
the foundation aid percent multiplied by the stan-
dard of effort gap in any fiscal year. This sum
shall be reduced by the overburden aid amount, if
any, and the excess debt service amount, if any;
provided, however, that in no case shall said reduc-
tion result in a reduction of net school spending to
an amount less than the foundation budget
amount. The minimum required local contribution
shall be defined separately for each municipality's
share of each district to which it belongs.
"Municipal revenue growth factor", the change
in local general revenues calculated by subtracting
one from the quotient calculated by dividing the
sum of (1) the maximum levy for the fiscal year
estimated by multiplying the levy limit of the prior
fiscal year by a factor equal to one hundred two
and one-half percent plus the average of the per-
centage increases in the levy limit due to new
growth adjustments over the last three available
years as certified by the department of revenue or
as otherwise estimated by the division of local
services of the department of revenue where it
appears that a municipality may not be entitled to
increase its minimum levy limit by two and one-
half percent; provided, however, that if the highest
percentage during such three years exceeds the
average of the other two years' percentages by
more than two percentage points, then the lowest
three of the last four years shall be used for such
calculation; (2) the amount of general revenue
sharing aid for the fiscal year; and (3) other bud-
geted recurring receipts not including user fees or
other charges determined by said division of local
services to be associated with the provision of
specific municipal services for the prior fiscal year,
by the sum of (1) the actual levy limit for the prior
fiscal year; (2) the amount of general revenue
sharing aid received for the prior fiscal year; and
(3) other recurring receipts not including user fees
or other charges determined by such division of
municipal services to be associated with the provi-
sion of specific municipal services budgeted by the
municipality for the fiscal year preceding the prior
fiscal year, if any; provided, however, that for the
purposes of this calculation, the levy limit shall
exclude any amounts generated by overrides appli-
cable to any year after the fiscal year ending June
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-three; pro-
vided, further, that in the absence of an actual levy
limit for the prior fiscal year, the actual levy limit
for the prior fiscal year shall be estimated by multi-
plying the actual levy limit of the fiscal year pre-
ceding the prior fiscal year by a factor equal to one
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hundred two and one-half percent plus the average
of the percentage increases in the levy limit due to
new growth as specified above; provided, further,
that such factor shall not be greater than the factor
determined by subtracting one from the quotient
calculated by dividing total state school aid for the
current fiscal year by total state school aid for the
prior fiscal year; and, provided, further, that in
making any of the calculations required by this
definition, said division of local services may sub-
stitute more current information or such other
information as would produce a more accurate
estimate of the change in a municipality's general
local revenues and the department shall use such
growth factor to calculate preliminary contribu-
tion, minimum contribution and any other factor
that directly or indirectly uses the municipal
growth factor.
"Net school spending", the total amount spent
for the support of public education, including
teacher salary deferrals and tuition payments for
children residing in the district who attend a
school in another district or other approved facili-
ty, determined without regard to whether such
amounts are regularly charged to school or non-
school accounts by the municipality for accounting
purposes; provided, however, that net school
spending shall not include any spending for long
term debt service, and shall not include spending
for school lunches, or student transportation. Net
school spending shall also not include tuition reve-
nue or revenue from activity, admission, other
charges or any other revenue attributable to public
education. Such revenue will be made available to
the school district which generated such revenue in
addition to any financial resources made available
by municipalities or state assistance. The depart-
ment of education, in consultation with the depart-
ment of revenue shall promulgate regulations to
ensure a uniform method of determining which
municipal expenditures are appropriated for the
support of public education and which revenues
are attributable to public education in accordance
with this section. The regulations shall include
provisions for resolving disputes which may arise
between municipal and school officials.
"Overburden aid", for each municipality is the
gross overburden amount for that municipality
multiplied by the foundation aid percent.
"Preliminary local contribution", the product of
(a) the minimum required local contribution of the
prior fiscal year, and (b) one plus the municipal
revenue growth factor, which product shall be in-
creased by the excess debt service amount of the
prior fiscal year if said amount was used to reduce
the minimum required local contribution in the
prior fiscal year; provided, that said preliminary-
local contribution shall not be greater than the
gross standard of effort amount; provided, further,
that for any district in which net school spending is
less than the foundation budget amount and the
prior year local contribution is greater than the
gross standard of effort amount, the preliminary
local contribution shall not be less than the fiscal
year nineteen hundred and ninety-three local con-
tribution, except that said contribution may be re-
duced proportionately to any decrease in the total
municipal budget; and provided further, that for
any municipality in which net school spending is
greater than the foundation budget, in no case shall
the sum of the preliminary local contribution and
the base aid and the minimum aid result in a
reduction of net school spending to an amount less
than the foundation budget amount. The prelimi-
nary local contribution shall be defined separately
for each municipality's share of each district to
which it belongs.
"Professional development allotment", the
amount allotted within a district's foundation bud-
get for professional development in any fiscal year.
The professional development allotment in any year
shall be three percent multiplied by the amount
allotted in that year in a district's foundation bud-
get for foundation teaching staff payroll and the
foundation support staff payroll.
"Standard of effort", for any year, shall be the
lesser of (1) the gross standard of effort for that
year and (2) the foundation budget for the year
minus the sum of base aid and federal impact aid
for that year. The standard of effort for any mu-
nicipality shall be allotted among the districts to
which that municipality belongs.
"Standard of effort gap", the positive difference
in any fiscal year between the standard of effort in
the fiscal year and the preliminary local contribu-
tion in that fiscal year. The standard of effort gap
for a municipality shall be allotted among the dis-
tricts to which that municipality belongs.
"State overburden obligation", the sum of the
gross overburden amounts for all municipalities.
"State school aid", all amounts appropriated by
the commonwealth under this chapter, chapter sev-
enty-one, and chapter seventy-four, all equal edu-
cational opportunity grants, and all per pupil
grants included as part of state aid for fiscal year
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nineteen hundred and ninety-three except as pro-
vided in this chapter. It shall not include any state
funding for transportation, for school building con-
struction, for the METCO program or for other
categorical grants such as school-to-work transi-
tional grants. The department shall publish tables
allotting each municipality's state school aid in
fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-three
amongst the school districts to which the munici-
pality belongs. For municipalities where all stu-
dents attend regional districts all state school aid
shall be allocated amongst the regional districts.
The aid received on behalf of students tuitioned out
to other districts shall be allotted to the municipali-
ty or district paying tuition.
"Total foundation staff", the sum of the founda-
tion teaching staff, foundation support staff, foun-
dation assistants, foundation principals, foundation
clerical staff, foundation healthcare staff, founda-
tion central office professional staff, and founda-
tion custodial staff provided that no employee shall
be counted as more than one full time equivalent.
"Wage adjustment factor", an adjusted differ-
ence between the average annual wage for all jobs
in the labor market area in which a municipality is
located and the average annual wage in the com-
monwealth. Average annual wage figures shall be
published annually by the division of employment
and training. The wage adjustment factor shall be
the sum of one plus a fraction, the numerator of
which shall be the product of one-third and the
difference resulting from subtracting the average
annual wage in the commonwealth from the aver-
age annual wage of the community; and the de-
nominator of which shall be the average annual
wage in the commonwealth.
For the purposes of this section, the average
annual wage of the community shall be the sum of:
(a) eight-tenths multiplied by the average annual
wage for all jobs in the labor market area in which
the municipality is located; plus
(b) two-tenths multiplied by the average annual
wage of the municipality; provided, however, that
in any community in which the percent of total
foundation enrollment represented by the low-in-
come enrollment is greater than the total percent
of low-income students in the state, the wage ad-
justment factor shall not be less than one.
Added by St. 1993, c. 71, § 32. Amended by St. 1993, c.
110, § 128; St. 1993, c. 151, §§ 32 to 38; St. 1994, c. 60,
§§ 91 to 93; St.1995, c. 38, § 92; St.1996, c. 204, § 24;
St.1998, c. 194, § 125; St. 1999, c. 127, § 93; St.2002, c.
184, §§ 76, 77; St.2002, c. 218, § 6.
§ 3. Foundation budget; regulations; calcula-
tion of budget
For the school district in each municipality, for
each regional school district, and for each indepen-
dent vocational school in the commonwealth, there
is hereby established a foundation budget.
The board of education is authorized to adopt
regulations furnishing interpretive guidelines for
the determination of foundation budgets. Said
regulations shall be filed with the house and senate
committees on ways and means not less than thirty
days before said regulations become effective.
The foundation budget shall be calculated using
foundation enrollments for the respective fiscal
years as estimated by the department according to
the procedures outlined in section 2. The mone-
tary factors used in calculating the foundation bud-
get for such years shall be adjusted for inflation by
multiplying each such factor by the foundation
inflation index. The factors to be inflated shall be
the monetary values for the foundation payroll,
foundation nonsalary expenses, professional devel-
opment allotment, expanded program allotment,
extraordinary maintenance allotment and book and
equipment allotment.
Added by St.1993, c. 71, § 32. Amended by St.1995, c.
38, § 94; St.2002, c. 184, § 78.
§ 3A. Data necessary to generate required mini-
mum local contribution and state aid
components; house and senate com-
mittees on ways and means; bi-month-
ly updates
The secretary of administration and finance in
cooperation with the commissioner of revenue and
the commissioner of education shall make available
to the house and senate committees on ways and
means, in an electronically compatible format the
criteria, components, equations, and underlying
data necessary to generate the required minimum
local contribution and each component of state aid
authorized for distribution to municipalities and
school districts pursuant to this chapter. The de-
partment of education shall update said underlying
data on a bi-monthly basis, and shall revise said
criteria, components and equations upon the oc-
currence of changes thereto.
Added by St.1995, c. 38, § 95.
§ 4. Foundation budget review commission;
membership; recommendations
There is hereby established a foundation budget
review commission to review the way in which
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foundation budgets are calculated and to make
recommendations to the general court regarding
such changes in the formula as may be appropri-
ate. In conducting such review, the commission
shall seek to determine the educational programs
and services needed to prepare students to achieve
passing scores on the Massachusetts Comprehen-
sive Assessment System. The commission shall ex-
amine the assumed percentage for special edu-
cation costs included in such formula and shall
make recommendations regarding changes in such
percentage or other mechanisms to finance special
education costs including, but not limited to, reim-
bursement programs or phased-in, standards-based
funding programs that increase the state contribu-
tion to such costs over a fixed period of years. The
commission shall include the house and senate
chairs of the joint committee on education, arts
and humanities, who shall serve as co-chairs, the
commissioner of education, the chair of the edu-
cation reform review commission, the speaker of
the house of representatives or his designee, the
president of the senate or his designee, the minori-
ty leader of the house of representatives or his
designee, the minority leader of the senate or his
designee, the governor or his designee, the chair of
the house committee on ways and means or his
designee, the chair of the senate committee on
ways and means or his designee and one member
to be appointed by each of the following organiza-
tions: the Massachusetts Municipal Association, the
Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education, the
Massachusetts Association of School Committees,
the Massachusetts Superintendents Association, the
Massachusetts Teachers Association, the Massachu-
setts Federation of Teachers, the League of Women
Voters of Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Associ-
ation for Vocational Administrators and the Massa-
chusetts Association of Regional Schools. Members
shall receive no compensation for their services
but may receive reimbursement for the reasonable
expenses incurred in carrying out their responsibil-
ities as members of the commission. The depart-
ment shall furnish reasonable staff and other sup-
port for the work of the commission.
The commission shall conduct not fewer than
four hearings to receive testimony from members
of the public. The hearings shall be held in loca-
tions that provide opportunities for residents from
all geographic regions of the commonwealth to
testify.
It shall not constitute a violation of chapter 268A
for a person employed by a school district to serve
on the commission or to participate in commission
deliberations that may have a financial impact on
the district employing such person or on the rate at
which such person may be compensated. The com-
mission may establish procedures to ensure that no
such person participates in commission delibera-
tions that may directly affect the school districts
employing such persons or that may directly affect
the rate at which such persons are compensated.
The commission's recommendations, together
with any proposed legislation, shall be filed not
later than September 30 of each even-numbered
year with the clerks of the senate and house of
representatives who shall refer such recommenda-
tions to the appropriate committee of the general
court. Within 30 days after such filing, the commit-
tee shall hold a public hearing on the recommenda-
tions.
Added bv St. 1993, c. 71, § 32. Amended by St. 1996, c.
191, § 2; St.2000, c. 159, § 139.
§ 5. Municipalities receiving overburden aid;
reductions
Beginning in fiscal year nineteen hundred and
ninety-four and for every fiscal year thereafter, the
following shall apply to any municipality receiving
overburden aid: the overburden aid amount for
said municipality shall be reduced by an amount
equal to seventy-five percent of any increase over
the prior year in its lottery and additional assis-
tance local aid.
Added by St. 1993, c. 71, § 32.
§ 6. Contributions by municipalities for support
of local schools and school district
In addition to amounts appropriated for long-
term debt service, school lunches, adult education,
student transportation, and tuition revenue, each
municipality in the commonwealth shall annually
appropriate for the support of public schools in the
municipality and in any regional school district to
which the municipality belongs an amount equal to
not less than the sum of the minimum required
local contribution, federal impact aid, and all state
school aid and grants for education but not includ-
ing equity aid, for the fiscal year. Based on the
amounts specified in section twelve, the allotments
described in section thirteen, and the definitions
and other provisions in this chapter, the commis-
sioner shall estimate and report such amounts to
each municipality and regional school district as
early as possible, but no later than March first for
the following fiscal year. The commissioner shall
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file with the house and senate committees on ways
and means, not less than thirty days before said
reports are transmitted to each municipality and
regional school district, copies or a document re-
porting all of the information contained in said
reports. Notwithstanding the terms of any region-
al school district agreements to the contrary, no
new regional school district shall be required to
submit a budget to its member municipalities be-
fore receiving the estimate by the commissioner
concerning the amount of state school aid payable
through the member municipalities to the regional
school district for the following fiscal year. Not-
withstanding the provisions of any regional school
district agreement, each member municipality shall
increase its contribution to the regional district
each fiscal year by the amount indicated in that
district's share of the municipality's minimum re-
gional contribution in that fiscal year. The district
shall appropriate the sum of the minimum regional
contributions of its member districts as well as all
state school aid received on behalf of member
municipalities. The district may choose to spend
additional amounts; such decisions shall be made
and such amounts charged to members according
to the district's required agreement.
Beginning after June 30, 1998, no regional voca-
tional school district shall have a required net
school spending amount that exceeds 150 per cent
of its foundation budget. If the required net school
spending exceeds 1 50 per cent of foundation, then
the minimum contribution, or contributions in the
case of a regional school district, shall be reduced
so that the required net school spending is not
more than 1 50 per cent of foundation. In a region-
al school district, such reduction shall be done in
proportion to the members' enrollment share. If a
community that receives a reduced minimum con-
tribution to one of its school districts pursuant to
this section belongs to any other district that is
below foundation, such community's minimum
contribution to the below foundation district shall
be increased up to the amount of the decrease
authorized by this section or the foundation bud-
get, whichever is less.
Added by Sl.1993, c. 71, § 32. Amended by St.1998, c.
194, § 126.
§ 7. Reductions in amount appropriated
If there is appropriated in any fiscal year a sum
smaller than the amount of state school aid speci-
fied in section twelve, any school appropriations
based on the commissioner's estimate shall be re-
duced without further action by the school commit-
tee, town meeting, or city council by an amount
equal to the value that state school aid and mini-
mum required local contribution for the district are
below the amount estimated by the commissioner
unless the district or the member municipalities
take specific actions to the contrary. For the pur-
poses of this section the amount of state school aid
appropriated to a city or town shall be the amount
appropriated by the annual appropriation act with-
out regard to any deductions pursuant to subsec-
tion (f) of section twelve B of chapter seventy-six.
Added by St. 1 993, c. 71, § 32.
§ 8. Districts' methods for allocating appropri-
ated funds; under-performing districts;
restrictions
Except as required by General Law, each school
district may determine how to allocate any funds
appropriated for the support of public schools
without regard to the categories employed in calcu-
lating the foundation budget; provided, however,
that effective July 1, 1997, school or school districts
which are determined to be under-performing or
chronically under-performing within the meaning
of sections U and IK of chapter 69 may not
allocate any such funds to cover legal expenses
incurred in challenging such determination or in
challenging actions taken by the board, the depart-
ment or the commissioner in connection with such
determination.
Added by St. 1993, c. 71, § 32. Amended by St. 1997, c.
88, § 24.
§ 9. Reports on amounts spent for certain ex-
penses
School districts shall report each fiscal year to
the commissioner of education on the amounts
spent for extraordinary maintenance, extended pro-
gramming, professional development, and books
and instructional equipment. To the extent that
the amounts spent for these purposes fall short of
the allotments defined in this chapter, the superin-
tendent shall explain the reasons for the shortfall.
School districts shall report each fiscal year to
the commissioner of education on the amounts
spent for administrative expenses. To the extent
that the amounts spent for these purposes exceed
the allotments defined in this chapter, the superin-
tendent shall explain the reasons for the additional
costs.
Added by St. 1993, c. 71, § 32.
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§ 10. Aid paid to municipalities and districts;
amounts
Subject to appropriation, the amount of state aid
to be paid to each municipality in each fiscal year
under this chapter shall be the sum of the base aid,
the overburden aid, minimum aid, foundation aid
and equity aid to which the municipality may be
entitled under the provisions of this chapter. The
amount of aid paid to each district shall be identi-
fied separately for each municipality that is a mem-
ber of the district.
Added by St. 1 993, c. 71, § 32.
§ 11. Excess funds; application to following fis-
cal year
If in any fiscal year a district's actual expenditure
for public education is less than the amount re-
quired to be appropriated for public education
pursuant to this chapter, the difference, up to 5 per
cent of the amount required to be appropriated,
shall be spent for public education in the following
fiscal year; provided, however, that any unexpend-
ed funds, whether appropriated to the school com-
mittee account or to town accounts for expenditure
to meet public education costs, shall be deemed
reappropriated for public education in the follow-
ing year without further action by the appropriat-
ing authority; provided, further, that the amount of
state school aid for the following fiscal year shall
be reduced by the amount said difference exceeds 5
per cent of the amount required to be appropriat-
ed; and provided, further, that in any year in
which additional money is required to be spent due
to a spending deficiency in the prior year, if a
district fails to spend the carried forward amount
or under-spends its current year budget by more
than 5 per cent of the amount required to be
appropriated for that year, state school aid in the
following year shall be reduced by the entire differ-
ence between those amounts. The board shall pro-
mulgate regulations to enforce the provisions of
this section.
Added by St.1993, c. 71, § 32. Amended by St. 1997, c.
43, § 68.
§ 12. Determination of amounts appropriated
(a) Subject to appropriation, beginning in fiscal
year nineteen hundred and ninety-four and for all
subsequent fiscal years, the amounts appropriated
for state school aid in any given year shall be equal
to the sum of the adjusted prior year amount and
the education improvement amount.
(b) The adjusted prior year amount for state
school aid shall be the amount of state aid approp-
riated in the previous fiscal year, multiplied by an
annual adjustment factor equal to the ratio of (i)
the implicit price deflator for state government
services as published by the United States depart-
ment of commerce for the first quarter of the prior
fiscal year to (ii) the same deflator one year earlier;
provided, however, that the annual adjustment fac-
tor utilized in fiscal year nineteen hundred and
ninety-four shall be equal to one. In no case shall
the annual adjustment factor exceed one hundred
and four percent.
(c) The education improvement amount shall be
an amount of additional state school aid as herein-
after described for the fiscal years nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-four to two thousand, inclusive: in
fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-four, an
additional one hundred and forty million dollars;
in fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-five, an
additional one hundred and fifty million dollars; in
fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-six, an
additional one hundred and fifty million dollars; in
fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, an
additional one hundred and fifty million dollars; in
fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, an
additional one hundred and fifty million dollars; in
fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, an
additional one hundred and eighty million dollars;
and in fiscal year two thousand, an additional one
hundred and eighty million dollars. The dollar
amounts in this subsection shall be adjusted for
inflation by multiplying the amounts for fiscal year
nineteen hundred and ninety-five and subsequent
years by the ratio of the implicit price deflator for
state and local government purchases for the first
quarter of the prior fiscal year to the value of the
same deflator in the first quarter of fiscal year
nineteen hundred and ninety-three. In no case
shall this adjustment factor be greater than what
would be derived by a four percent annual adjust-
ment compounded on a yearly basis.
Added by St.1993, c. 71, § 32. Amended by St. 1995, c.
38, §§ 96, 97.
§ 13. Allocation of funds
(a) The funds appropriated for state school aid
shall be allocated among municipalities as set forth
in this chapter. If said amount appropriated is less
than the total base aid amount, each municipality's
allotment of base aid shall be reduced by a con-
stant amount per student that shall be determined
by dividing the difference between the total base
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amount and said appropriation amount by the total
foundation enrollment in the state.
(b) If the amount appropriated is more than the
base amount, funds shall first be allocated to en-
sure that state school aid for each municipality
equals the base aid amount.
(c) Any additional funds shall be allocated to
cover minimum aid. If the amount appropriated
for state school aid is insufficient to permit full
funding of the base aid and minimum aid, funds in
excess of the amount needed to fund base aid shall
be allocated on a proportional basis reflecting the
ratio of a particular municipality's minimum aid to
the sum of minimum aid amounts of all municipali-
ties for that fiscal year.
(d) All remaining funds shall be allocated to cov-
er foundation aid, equity aid, and overburden aid.
(e) The allocation to each municipality that re-
ceived foundation aid of more than the minimum
aid amount above the base amount shall be re-
duced by an amount that is the lesser of (1) the
minimum aid amount and (2) the positive differ-
ence, if any, between its foundation aid and mini-
mum aid. The funds available from this reduction
shall be allocated to all municipalities such that
each one receives the same proportion of this aid
as was received in paragraph (d). These incre-
ments shall be considered part of foundation aid,
equity aid, and overburden aid.
Added by St. 1 993, c. 71, § 32.
§ 14. Exemption of certain districts from chap-
ter
For any district in which fewer than twenty per-
cent of the students scored below the state average
on the assessment tests required by chapter sixty-
nine, the city or town, or all cities and towns
comprising a regional school district, may exempt
the district from the provisions of this chapter by
accepting this section in the manner prescribed by
section four of chapter four. Any district so ex-
empted shall continue to receive fiscal year nine-
teen hundred and ninety-three base aid, but shall
not receive any additional state aid and shall not be
required to meet the local obligation requirements
of this chapter.
If, in any future year, a district so exempted fails
to meet the assessment standards described above,
or for any other reason is not exempt from this
chapter, it shall, in that and future years, be subject
to the same obligations and entitled to the same aid
under this chapter in each year as districts that
were never so exempted.
Added by St. 1993, c. 71, § 32.
§ 15. Applicability of chapter
This chapter shall apply to all cities, towns, and
regional school districts, notwithstanding section
twenty-seven C of chapter twenty-nine, and without
regard to any acceptance or appropriation by a
city, town or regional school district or to any
appropriation by the general court.
Added by St. 1993, c. 71, § 32.
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CHAPTER 70B
SCHOOL BUILDING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Chapter 70B of the General Laws was added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140.
Section Section
1. School building assistance program; establishment. 7. Limit on estimated amount of grants approved by
1A. School Building Authority. authority.
2. Definitions. 8. Order of priorities for approval of school projects
3. Purpose of program; board of education; general ar>d reimbursements; deferral of approval or dis-
policy and review standards; specific powers of approval of project applications.
board. 9. C°st effective production of efficient and creative
3A. School building advisory board; establishment; school projects; standards and procedures; regu-
members. lations.
3B Bonds 10- Facilities grants for approved projects; formula.
3C.' School building authority; termination; projects to | J-
Disbursement schedule.
t,™»->f!j i »i. j 4. 12, 13. Repealed,conform to tcderal statutory mandates. *« Jt ,, i]n . , , 14. Approved alternative projects; allowable costs.3D. Accounts; annual report. . c , , c , r , i .,,. r , . , , ,
, c .. ,., , .j , . . cc r i r . 15. Sale or lease of school buildings lor which school3E. Municipality indebted to authority; offset of den- f ..... . , ,.
, , ,.
, r r i
facilities project applicant receives grant pay-
ciency by state treasurer s disbursement oi funds
merits
payable to indebted municipality 16 Maintenance assessment program for school build-
4. Reimbursement lor incidental educational, engi- mgs
neering and architectural services; application 17 Annual report; anticipated needs for school facilities
and documentation. projects.
5. School facilities grant applications. 18. Repealed.
6. Examination of application by board of education; 19. Notification of actual interesl rate for bond issu-
notice of approval or rejection. ance.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
DERIVATION TABLE Former New
Showing where a law relating to state aid for £ . PP- C- 7°B
school building construction, enacted by St. 1948, Sections Sections
c. 645, as amended, classified in M.G.L.A. as 1-20 —
Chapter 70 Appendix §§ 1-1 to 1-21, and re- 1-21 18
pealed by St.2000, c. 159, § 295, can be found in
I^Tmo
013
'
§§ l t0 19
'
en3Cted
^
St '200
°'
°' § l
'
Sch°o1 buildinS assistance program; estab-
_
lishment
Former New
c. 70 App. c. 70B Whereas the school building assistance program
Sections Sections is the largest capital grant program operated by
1
_ the commonwealth and is necessary for the estab-
^ lishment of public school buildings in the com-
, 4
' monwealth; and whereas the costs of the school
i_5 4 building assistance program are increasing at an
1_6 4 unsustainable rate and local governments need
1-7 5 flexibility in school building assistance to ensure
1-8 6 that local needs for school facility space, down-
1-9 7 town development, open space and community
1-10 8 space are met; and to promote the thoughtful plan-
1
1
9 ning and construction of school facility space in
~
_
10 order to insure safe and adequate plant facilities
for the public schools, and to assist towns in meet-
i_I5 ing the cost thereof, there is hereby established a
1_16 12 school building assistance program. It is in the
1-17 15 best interests of the commonwealth and its citizens
1-18 17 to create an authority to achieve the objectives of
1-19 — effective management and planning of the com-
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monwealth's investments in school building assets,
promoting positive educational outcomes, ensuring
the health, safety, security and well-being of stu-
dents, easing and preventing overcrowding, main-
taining good repair, efficient and economical con-
struction and maintenance, financial sustainability
of the school building assistance program, thought-
ful community development, smart growth and ac-
cessibility.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, § l,eff. July 26, 2004.
§ 1A. School Building Authority
(a) There is hereby created a body politic and
corporate and a public instrumentality to be known
as the Massachusetts School Building Authority,
which shall be an independent public authority not
subject to the supervision and control of any other
executive office, department, commission, board,
bureau, agency or political subdivision of the com-
monwealth except as specifically provided in any
general or special law. The exercise by the author-
ity of the powers conferred by this chapter shall be
considered to be the performance of an essential
public function.
(b) The authority shall consist of the state trea-
surer, who shall serve as chairperson, the secretary
of administration and finance, the commissioner of
education, and 4 additional members appointed by
the state treasurer, 2 of whom shall have practical
experience in educational facilities planning,
school building construction, or architecture and
school design, and 2 of whom shall be persons in
the field of education with demonstrated knowl-
edge of Massachusetts curriculum frameworks and
other relevant federal and state educational stan-
dards, each of whom shall serve a term of 2 years;
but, a person appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve
only for the unexpired term. An appointed mem-
ber of the authority shall be eligible for reappoint-
ment. The authority shall annually elect 1 of its
members to serve as vice-chairperson. Each mem-
ber of the authority serving ex officio may appoint
a designee pursuant to section 6A of chapter 30.
(c) Four members of the authority shall consti-
tute a quorum, and the affirmative vote of 4 mem-
bers of the authority shall be necessary and suffi-
cient for any action taken by the authority. No
vacancy in the membership of the authority shall
impair the right of a quorum to exercise all the
rights and duties of the authority. Members shall
serve without pay but shall be reimbursed for actu-
al expenses necessarily incurred in the perform-
ance of their duties. The chairperson of the au-
thority shall report to the governor and to the
general court no less than annually, to assist the
executive and legislative branches in coordinating
educational, community development and fiscal
policies of the commonwealth.
(d) Any action of the authority may take effect
immediately and need not be published or posted
unless otherwise provided by law. Meetings of the
authority shall be subject to section 1 1 A 'A of chap-
ter 30A; but, said section 1 1A xk shall not apply to
any meeting of members of the authority serving ex
officio in the exercise of their duties as officers of
the commonwealth so long as no matters relating
to the official business of the authority are dis-
cussed and decided at the meeting. The authority
shall be subject to all other provisions of said
chapter 30A, and records pertaining to the admin-
istration of the authority shall be subject to section
42 of chapter 30 and section 10 of chapter 66. All
moneys of the authority shall be considered to be
public funds for purposes of chapter 12A. The
operations of the authority shall be subject to chap-
ter 268A and chapter 268B and all other operation-
al or administrative standards or requirements to
the same extent as the office of the state treasurer.
Added by St.2004, c. 208, § 2, eff. July 26, 2004.
§ 2. Definitions
For the purposes of this chapter, the following
words shall have the following meanings:-
"Additional Revenues", any moneys that are not
defined as the dedicated sales tax revenue amount
that are appropriated, gifted, granted, pledged, or
otherwise made available to the authority by the
commonwealth, any local governmental entity, the
federal government, not-for- profit organizations,
for-profit organizations, or private individuals.
"Advisory board", the school building advisory
board.
"Alternatives to construction", approved school
facilities projects that do not include capital con-
struction, major reconstruction or building renova-
tion, but no alternative project shall be reimbursed
if it is determined by the authority to be more
costly than construction necessary to achieve the
same end.
"Approved school project", a school project ap-
proved by the authority.
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"Assisted facility", a school facility that has re-
ceived a total facilities grant pursuant to this chap-
ter.
"Authority", the Massachusetts School Building
Authority.
"Capital construction project", any capital pro-
ject, other than a major reconstruction project, for
the construction, the enlargement or original
equipping of any public schoolhouse in any city or
town, or a project for the renovation or partial
renovation of an existing structure for use as a
schoolhouse; or the renovation or partial renova-
tion of an existing schoolhouse.
"Construction manager", construction manager
as defined by section 38A xk of chapter 7.
"Dedicated sales tax revenue amount", all mon-
eys received by the commonwealth equal to 1 per
cent of the receipts from sales, as defined by chap-
ter 64H, and 1 per cent of the sales price of
purchases, as defined by chapter 647, from that
portion of the taxes imposed under chapters 64H
and 64/ as excises upon the sale and use at retail of
tangible property or of services, and upon the stor-
age, use or other consumption of tangible property
or of services, including interest thereon or penal-
ties, but not including any portion of the taxes that
constitute special receipts within the meaning of
subsection (b) of section 10 of chapter 152 of the
acts of 1997 or any portion of the taxes imposed on
the sale of meals as defined in paragraph (h) of
section 6 of chapter 64H.
"Eligible applicant", a city, town, regional school
district or independent agricultural and technical
school.
"Energy efficient construction rating", rating
given to eligible applicants by the authority based
upon a determination that the construction tech-
niques of an approved school project meet or ex-
ceed energy efficiency standards established by the
board of building regulations and the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology and which
meet the purposes of subsection (c) of section 9 of
chapter 23J.
"Innovative community use", approved school
facilities projects that combine community re-
sources to streamline the costs of and utilize other
funding sources for the facilities project.
"Maintenance rating", rating given to schools
and school districts by the authority, based on a
maintenance assessment conducted by the authori-
ty.
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"Major reconstruction project", any capital
school facilities or extraordinary maintenance pro-
ject including, but not limited to, the retrofitting of
a school for the purpose of providing wireless or
other learning technologies, the replacement of a
roof or heating plant if it is determined by the
board that such project has not been necessitated,
in whole or in part, by the failure of an eligible
applicant to make adequate and prudent provisions
for the care and maintenance of said school.
"Nonstate fundraising", third party monies made
available to the eligible applicant for approved
school facilities projects including, but not limited
to, private donations and federal grants.
"Project manager", a person designated or as-
signed by an eligible applicant, and approved by
the authority, to manage and coordinate daily ad-
ministration of a school facility or building project
to completion including, but not limited to, school
district or municipal staff person or a volunteer
with appropriate experience and expertise.
"Prototypical school plans", school building pro-
ject architectural designs and plans collected and
maintained by the authority for consultation by
eligible applicants.
"Regional school", any public school established
under law by the action of two or more cities or
towns. For the purposes of this chapter, the agri-
cultural schools maintained by the counties of Bris-
tol and Norfolk shall be deemed to be regional
schools.
"Regional school district", any instrumentality of
the commonwealth, established by two or more
cities and towns for the purpose of operating a
regional school.
"School project", any capital construction or
major reconstruction projects; the lease of build-
ings or modular facilities; arrangements with high-
er education facilities or other nonprofit or munici-
pal entities; use of swing space between school
buildings in the district; tuition arrangements with
other school districts to prevent overcrowding;
and other school facilities projects. The cost of
tuition arrangements in existence prior to project
application shall not be eligible for reimbursement
as an approved school project.
"Total facilities grant", the total grant with re-
spect to an approved school project and which is
calculated as follows: In the case of a grant for an
approved project of a city or town, the total facili-
ties grant shall be the product of multiplying the
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final approved costs of such project, including
costs referred to in section 4, by the reimbursement
percentage determined pursuant to section 10 for
the year in which the project is approved.
(1) In the case of a grant for an approved project
of a regional school district or a county, the total
facilities grant shall be the sum of the grants com-
puted separately for each city and town which is a
member of said regional school district or located
in said county as hereinafter provided. For pur-
poses of this computation, each member city's and
town's share of the combined grant shall be equal
to the total approved project cost, including costs
referred to in section 4, multiplied by the product
of the reimbursement percentage listed in subsec-
tion (a) of section 10, multiplied by the percentage
of district or county capital costs that would be
apportioned to such city or town in accordance
with the applicable regional school district agree-
ment or law for capital costs incurred in the fiscal
year in which the grant is approved. The amount of
the total capital costs apportioned to a member city
or town in any fiscal year on account of an ap-
proved school project of a regional school or coun-
ty, determined in accordance with the applicable
regional school district agreement or law, shall be
reduced by an amount equal to the amount of the
grant payable on account of such project in such
fiscal year multiplied by a fraction the numerator
of which is the city's or town's reimbursement
percentage, determined as aforesaid, multiplied by
the percentage of capital costs apportioned to the
city or town for such fiscal year in accordance with
the applicable regional school district agreement or
law and the denominator of which is the sum of the
percentages so derived as the numerators for all of
the member cities and towns.
(2) In the case of a grant for an approved project
of an independent agricultural and technical
school, the total facilities grant shall be the sum of
the grants computed separately for each city and
town in which students of said school reside aver-
aged by means of a weighted average multiplied by
the final approved costs.
"Trust", the Massachusetts School Moderniza-
tion and Reconstruction Trust, established by sec-
tion 35BB of chapter 10.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, §§ 3 to 1 1, eff. July 26, 2004; St.2006, c. 122, §§ 27,
28, eff. June 24, 2006; St.2006, c. 139, § 43, eff. July 1,
2006; St.2009, c. 158, § 22, eff. Nov. 23, 2009.
§ 3. Purpose of program; board of education;
general policy and review standards; spe-
cific powers of board
There is hereby established a school building
assistance program. The purpose of said program
is generally to encourage and foster the thoughtful
establishment and maintenance of school facility
space in and among the cities and towns of the
commonwealth; to conduct surveys and studies rel-
ative thereto; and to administer the provisions of
this chapter relative to grants and loans to cities
and towns for the planning and construction of
school building and school facility projects.
The purposes of the program shall be the provi-
sion of financial assistance to cities, towns and
regional school districts as beneficiaries of the trust
to finance and refinance the costs of approved
school projects as provided in, and as necessary to
implement this chapter, including without limita-
tion providing for the payment of grants approved
pursuant to this chapter and the payment of all
costs of the authority, including professional and
financial services incident to the conduct of its
operations.
The authority shall establish general policy and
review standards regarding school building con-
struction, renovation, maintenance and facility
space and administer the school building assis-
tance program in accordance with this chapter. In
carrying out its duties, the authority shall be guided
by the following principles: preservation of open
space and minimization of loss of such open space,
emphasis on thoughtful community development,
and project flexibility that addresses the needs of
individual communities and municipalities. In ac-
cordance with the terms of any bond resolution,
trust or security agreement or credit enhancement
agreement, surety bond or insurance policy related
to indebtedness incurred by the authority secured
by amounts provided to the trust in accordance
with section 35BB of chapter 10, the holders of
indebtedness and the providers of any credit en-
hancement, surety bond or insurance policy shall
also be beneficiaries of the trust. The authority
shall apply and disburse moneys and revenues of
the trust without further appropriation or allot-
ment.
The authority, shall establish general policy and
review standards regarding school building con-
struction, renovation, maintenance and facility
space, administer the school building assistance
program in accordance with this chapter and coor-
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dinate the distribution of school facilities grants m
accordance with this chapter. The board shall be
responsible for the oversight and management of
the school building assistance program as estab-
lished herein and referred to hereafter as the "pro-
gram". In carrying out its duties, the authority
shall be guided by the following principles: preser-
vation of open space and minimization of loss of
such open space; emphasis on thoughtful commu-
nity development; and project flexibility that ad-
dresses the needs of individual communities and
municipalities.
Specific powers of the authority shall include,
but not be limited to, the following:
(a) review, approve or deny grant applications,
waivers and other requests submitted to the pro-
gram; review, approve and recommend changes to
grant payment schedules or suspend said schedules
for program projects such as refinancings, audit
findings and such other circumstances that may
warrant such action;
(b) provide architectural or other technical ad-
vice and assistance, training and education, to cit-
ies and towns or to joint committees thereof and to
general contractors, subcontractors, construction
or project managers, designers and others in the
planning, maintenance and establishment of school
facility space;
(c) recommend to the general court such legisla-
tion as it may deem desirable or necessary to
further the purposes of this chapter;
(d) develop a formal enrollment projection mod-
el or consider using projection models already
available;
(e) to apply for, receive, administer and comply
with the conditions and requirements respecting
any grant, gift or appropriation of properly, ser-
vices or moneys;
(0 to enter into contracts, arrangements and
agreements with other persons and execute and
deliver all trust agreements, grant agreements and
other instruments necessary or convenient to the
exercise of the powers of the trust;
(g) to borrow and repay money by issuing bonds
or notes of the trust, to apply the proceeds thereof
as provided in this chapter and to pledge or assign
or create security interests in any revenues, re-
ceipts or other assets or funds of the trust to secure
bonds or notes;
(h) develop a project priority system;
(i) collect and maintain a clearinghouse of proto-
typical school plans which may be consulted by
eligible applicants;
(j) determine eligibility of cost components of
projects for reimbursement, including partial or
full eligibility for project components (or which the
benefit is shared between the school and other
municipal entities;
(k) establish appropriate rules and regulations as
may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this
chapter;
(/) prepare an annual budget for the administra-
tion of the program;
(m) collect and maintain data on all the public
school facilities in the commonwealth, including
information on size, usage, enrollment, available
facility space and maintenance;
(n) perform or commission a needs survey to
ascertain the capital construction, reconstruction,
maintenance and other capital needs for schools in
the commonwealth;
(o) develop a long term capital plan in accor-
dance with needs and projected funding;
(p) adopt and amend bylaws and such rules,
regulations and procedures for the conduct of the
business of the trust as the board shall deem neces-
sary to carry out the provisions of this chapter;
(q) establish and maintain reserves;
(r) disburse amounts due to cities, towns and
regional school districts under grants approved by
the authority to finance or refinance costs of ap-
proved school projects and, in conjunction there-
with, finance or refinance the local share of costs
of these projects, through the purchase of bonds,
notes or other evidences of local indebtedness, at
the rates and on the terms that the authority may
in its discretion determine, and provide for the
payment of all costs of the authority, including
professional and financial services incident to the
conduct of its operations;
(s) invest the funds of the trust in such invest-
ments as may be legal investments for funds of the
commonwealth or an\ fiduciary in the common-
wealth;
(t) obtain insurance and enter into agreements of
indemnification necessary or convenient to the ex-
ercise of the powers of the trust;
(u) sue and be sued and to prosecute and defend
actions relating to the affairs of the trust; but the
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trust shall not be authorized to become a debtor
under the United States Bankruptcy Code;
(v) engage accounting, management, legal, fi-
nancial, consulting and other professional services
necessary to the operations of the trust; and
(w) do all things necessary or convenient to car-
ry out the purposes of this chapter.
The chairperson of the authority shall appoint an
executive director, who shall supervise the admin-
istrative affairs and general management and oper-
ations of the authority and who shall also serve as
secretary of the authority, ex officio. The executive
director shall receive a salary commensurate with
the duties of the office, and may be removed by the
board for cause. The executive director may ap-
point other officers of the authority necessary to
the functioning of the authority. The executive
director shall designate no fewer than 1 employee
to be a municipal liaison to assist cities and towns
with concerns regarding the construction of
schools. Sections 9A, 45, 46, and 46C of chapter
30, chapter 31 and chapter 150E shall not apply to
the executive director or any other employees of
the authority. The executive director shall, with
the approval of the authority: (i) plan, direct, coor-
dinate and execute administrative functions in con-
formity with the policies and directives of the au-
thority; (ii) employ professional and clerical staff
as necessary; (iii) report to the authority on all
operations under his control and supervision; (iv)
prepare an annual budget and manage the admin-
istrative expenses of the authority; and (v) under-
take any other activities necessary to implement
the powers and duties set forth in this chapter.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, §§ 12 to 15, eff. July 26, 2004; St.2004, 210, §§ 2, 3,
eff. July 28, 2004; St.2006, c. 139, §§ 44, 45, eff. July 1,
2006.
§ 3A. School building advisory board; estab-
lishment; members
(a) There shall be a school building advisory
board comprised of the state auditor or his desig-
nee, the inspector general or his designee, and the
executive director of the authority, who shall serve
as the secretary to the advisory board and shall be
a nonvoting member of the board, and 1 5 members
to represent the following nongovernmental organ-
izations, to be appointed by those organizations:
the Massachusetts Municipal Association, the Mas-
sachusetts Association of School Committees, the
Massachusetts Mayors Association, the Massachu-
setts Association of School Superintendents, the
Massachusetts Association of Regional Schools, the
Massachusetts Building Trades Council, the Massa-
chusetts chapter of the Associated Builders and
Contractors, the Massachusetts Alliance of Small
Contractors, the American Council of Engineering
Companies of Massachusetts, the Associated Sub-
contractors of Massachusetts, the American Insti-
tute of Architects-Massachusetts, the Massachu-
setts Smart Growth Alliance, the Massachusetts
Taxpayers Foundation, Associated General Con-
tractors of Massachusetts and acting jointly, the
Massachusetts Teachers Association and Massachu-
setts Federation of Teachers. The advisory board
shall assist the authority in the development of
general policy regarding school building construc-
tion, renovation, reconstruction, maintenance and
facility space, preservation of open space and mini-
mization of loss of open space, thoughtful commu-
nity development, cost management and shall pro-
vide technical advice and input to the authority.
The advisory board shall meet at least quarterly.
[ There is no subsection (b).]
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, § 16, eff. July 26, 2004.
§ 3B. Bonds
(a) The authority may provide by resolution for
the issuance from time to time of bonds for any
purpose of the trust, which bonds may be issued as
general obligations of the authority or as special
obligations payable solely from particular revenues
or moneys of the authority. Bonds of the authority
shall not be considered to be a debt of the com-
monwealth or of any of its political subdivisions.
The bonds of each issue may be dated, may bear
interest at such rate or rates, including rates varia-
ble from time to time, and may mature or other-
wise be payable or redeemable at such times as the
authority may determine. The authority shall de-
termine the denominations of bonds, the details of
their execution and authentication and their places
of payment within or without the commonwealth.
Before initial issuance of each series of bonds the
authority shall advise the finance advisory board of
the terms of the bonds and the timing of their
issuance. In case any member or officer of the
authority whose signature appears on any bonds
shall cease to be such officer before their delivery,
the signature shall nevertheless be valid and suffi-
cient as if the officer had remained in office until
delivery. Bonds may be issued in certificated or
uncertificated form, payable to bearer or registered
owners, and, if notes, may be made payable to
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bearer or to order. The authority may sell the
bonds of the authority at publie or private sale, at
par or for such premium or discount price as it
may determine. The authority may by resolution
delegate to any member or officer of the authority
the power to determine any of the matters set forth
in this section. The aggregate principal amount of
all bonds issued under this chapter shall not exceed
$10,000,000,000 outstanding at any time. The
principal amount of bonds for the payment or
redemption of which, either at or before maturity,
refunding bonds shall have been issued, shall be
excluded from the aggregate principal amount of
bonds issued under this chapter for purposes of
computing the limit on outstanding bonds under
this section.
(b) Bonds of the authority may be secured by a
trust agreement between the authority and the
bond owners or a corporate trustee, which may be
any trust company or bank having the powers of a
trust company within or without the common-
wealth. A trust agreement may pledge or assign,
in whole or in part, any receipts, fees, revenues or
other payments received or to be received by the
authority, including without limitation amounts
provided to the trust in accordance with section
35BB of chapter 10, giants, appropriations or oth-
er assistance from the commonwealth or the Unit-
ed States or any political subdivision or instru-
mentality of either, investment earnings on its
funds and accounts and any other fees, charges or
other income received or receivable by the author-
ity and any contract or other rights to receive the
same, whether then existing or thereafter coming
into existence, and whether then held or thereaf-
ter acquired by the trust, and the proceeds there-
of. A trust agreement may contain, without limi-
tation, provisions for protecting and enforcing the
rights, security and remedies of the bondholders,
provisions defining defaults and establishing reme-
dies, which may include acceleration and may
also contain restrictions on remedies by individual
bondholders. A trust agreement may also contain
covenants of the trust concerning the custody, in-
vestment and application of moneys, the issuance
of additional or refunding bonds, the use of any
surplus bond proceeds, the establishment of re-
serves and the regulation of other matters custom-
arily treated in trust agreements. At the request
of the authority, the state treasurer shall join in
any trust agreement or to otherwise agree with
the authority, any lender or any trustee for bond-
holders to hold the School Modernization and Re-
construction Trust Fund, established pursuant to
said section 35BB of said chapter 10, in compli-
ance with any covenants and provisions relating
thereto in any trust agreement.
(c) Bonds may be issued by the authority in the
form of lines of credit or other banking arrange-
ments under terms and conditions determined by
the authority. In addition to other lawful security,
bonds may be secured, in whole or in part, by
financial guaranties, by insurance, by letters or
lines of credit or by other credit enhancement
issued to the authority or to a trustee or other
person, by any bank, trust company, insurance or
surety company or other financial institution, with-
in or without the commonwealth. The authority
may pledge or assign, in whole or in part, reve-
nues, funds or other assets or property held or to
be received by the authority, and any contract or
other rights to receive the same, whether then
existing or thereafter coming into existence and
whether then held or thereafter acquired by the
authority, and the proceeds thereof, as security for
any such guaranties or insurance or for the reim-
bursement to any issuer of a line or letter of credit.
(d) The authority may by resolution provide for
the issuance by the authority of interim receipts or
temporary bonds, exchangeable for definitive
bonds when the bonds are executed and are avail-
able for deliver}'. The authority may also provide
for replacement of mutilated, destroyed or lost
bonds. The authority may purchase and invite
offers to tender for purchase any outstanding
bonds; provided, however, that no purchase by the
authority shall be made at a price, exclusive of
accrued interest, if any, exceeding the principal
amount of the bond or, if greater, the redemption
price of the bond when next redeemable at the
option of the authority. The authority may resell
any bonds it purchases in such manner and for
such price as it may determine.
(e) The authority may also provide for issuance
by the authority of temporary notes in anticipation
of bonds, grants, revenues or appropriations. The
issuance of the notes shall be governed by this
chapter relating to the issuance of bonds. The
authority may also issue refunding bonds of the
authority for the purpose of paying any bonds at or
before maturity. Refunding bonds may be issued
at any time at or before the maturity or redemption
or purchase of the refunded bonds. Refunding
bonds may be issued in sufficient amounts to pay
or provide for payment of the principal of the
bonds being refunded, together with any redemp-
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tion premium thereon, any interest or discount
accrued or to accrue to the date of payment, costs
of issuance and other expenses and reserves rea-
sonably necessary to achieve the refunding.
(f) Bonds of the authority are securities in which
public officers and agencies, insurance companies,
financial institutions, investment companies, execu-
tors, administrators, trustees and others may prop-
erly invest funds including capital within their con-
trol and securities which may be deposited with
any public officer or any agency for any purpose
for which the deposit of bonds is authorized by
law.
(g) Bonds of the authority shall be considered to
be investment securities under chapter 106.
Bonds, their transfer and the income therefrom,
including any profit made on the sale thereof, shall
at all times be exempt from taxation by and within
the commonwealth. The authority shall not be
required to pay any taxes, assessments or excises
upon its income, existence, operation, assets, mon-
eys or revenues.
(h) It shall be lawful for any bank or trust com-
pany to act as a depository or trustee under a trust
agreement, provided it furnishes such indemnifica-
tion and reasonable security as the authority may
require. Any assignment or pledge of revenues,
funds or other assets or property made by the
authority shall be valid and binding and shall be
deemed continuously perfected for the purposes of
chapter 106 and other laws when made. The reve-
nues, funds and other assets and property, rights
therein and thereto and proceeds so pledged and
then held or thereafter acquired or received by the
authority shall immediately be subject to the lien of
the pledge without any physical delivery or segre-
gation or further act, and the lien of the pledge
shall be valid and binding against all parties having
claims of any kind in tort, contract or otherwise
against the authority, whether or not the parties
have notice thereof. The trust agreement by which
a pledge is created need not be filed or recorded to
perfect the pledge except in the records of the
trustees and no filing need be made pursuant to
said chapter 106. Any pledge or assignment made
by the authority is an exercise of its political and
governmental powers, and revenues, funds, assets,
property and contract or other rights to receive the
same and the proceeds thereof which are subject to
the lien of a pledge or assignment created under
this chapter shall not be applied to any purposes
not permitted by the pledge or assignment. Any
holder of a bond and any trustee under a trust
agreement, except to the extent its rights may be
restricted by the trust agreement, may bring suit
upon the bonds and may pursue any other legal
action to protect and enforce its rights and compel
performance of all duties required to be performed
by the trust and the authority.
Added by St.2004, c. 208, § 17, eff. July 26, 2004.
§ 3C. School building authority; termination;
projects to conform to federal statutory
mandates
The authority and its existence shall continue
until terminated by law, but no such law shall take
effect so long as the authority shall have bonds
outstanding unless adequate provision has been
made for the payment or satisfaction thereof.
Upon termination of the authority, the title to all
properties of the authority that remain after provi-
sion for the payment or satisfaction of all bonds of
the authority shall vest in the commonwealth. The
obligations, debts and liabilities of the authority
shall be assumed by and imposed upon the com-
monwealth and shall be transferred to the state
treasurer or to such other successor as may be
provided by law.
The commonwealth, subject to appropriation and
article 62 of the constitution of the commonwealth,
may appropriate, pledge its credit, guaranty, or
support the funding of capital construction pro-
jects, major reconstruction projects, capital im-
provements required under the Americans With
Disabilities Act, new construction, other improve-
ments, major repairs or renovations, any other
projects to conform to federal statutory mandates,
or projects specifically authorized and funded from
additional revenues by legislation enacted by the
general court after July 1, 2004.
The authority shall not be obligated to make any
expenditures for any commitments, improvements,
repairs, renovations, capital construction projects,
major reconstruction projects, capital improve-
ments required under the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act, new construction, other improvements,
major repairs or renovations, any other projects to
conform to federal statutory mandates, or projects
specifically authorized or mandated for which the
necessary additional revenues to complete these
commitments, improvements, repairs, renovations,
capital construction projects, major reconstruction
projects, capital improvements required under the
Americans With Disabilities Act, new construction,
other improvements, major repairs or renovations,
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or any other projects to conform to federal statuto-
ry mandates, have not been made available to the
authority by the commonwealth.
Any commitments, improvements, repairs, reno-
vations, capital construction projects, major recon-
struction projects, capital improvements required
under the Americans With Disabilities Act, new
construction, other improvements, major repairs or
renovations, any other projects to conform to feder-
al statutory mandates, or projects specifically au-
thorized or mandated for which the necessary ad-
ditional revenues to complete these commitments,
improvements, repairs, renovations, capital con-
struction projects, major reconstruction projects,
capital improvements required under the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act, new construction, other
improvements, major repairs or renovations, or
any other projects to conform to federal statutory
mandates, so authorized or mandated and for
which additional revenues have been made avail-
able shall be subject to the rules, laws and regula-
tions of the authority.
Added by St.2004, c. 208, § 17, eff. July 26, 2004.
Amended by St.2006, c. 122, § 29, eff. June 24, 2006.
§ 3D. Accounts; annual report
The authority, in cooperation with the state trea-
surer, shall at all times keep accounts of all re-
ceipts, expenditures and disbursements and all as-
sets and liabilities of the authority, which shall be
open to inspection by any officer or duly appointed
agent of the commonwealth. The authority shall
submit an annual report, in writing, to the gover-
nor and the clerks of the house of representatives
and the senate, who shall forward the same to the
president of the senate, the speaker of the house of
representatives, the chairpersons of the house and
senate committees on ways and means and the
house and senate chairpersons of the joint commit-
tee on education, arts and humanities. The report
shall include financial statements relating to the
operations, assets and expenditures of the authority
maintained in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles so far as applicable and au-
dited by an independent certified public accountant
firm.
Added by St.2004, c. 208, § 17, eff. July 26, 2004.
§ 3E. Municipality indebted to authority; off-
set of deficiency by state treasurer's
disbursement of funds payable to in-
debted municipality
In addition to other remedies of the authority
under any bond, note or other evidence of indebt-
edness, if at any time any amount is distributable
or payable by the commonwealth to any city, town
or regional school district, and a sum is due to the
authority from that city, town or regional school
district, for any cause whatsoever, the sum due to
the authority, as certified by the authority to the
state treasurer, shall be deducted by the state trea-
surer from the amount distributable or payable to
the city, town or regional school district and shall
be paid promptly to the authority. Payment by the
state treasurer under this section shall continue to
be made until the deficiency on the part of the city,
town or regional school district has been offset by
the payments from the state treasurer. The author-
ity may also recover from that city, town or region-
al school district, in an action in superior court,
any amount due the authority, together with any
other actual damages the authority shall have sus-
tained from the failure or refusal of that city, town
or regional school district to make payments owing
to the authority.
Added by St.2006, c. 139, § 46, eff. July 1, 2006.
§ 4. Reimbursement for incidental educational,
engineering and architectural services;
application and documentation
Any eligible applicant may apply to the board for
reimbursement, in whole or in part, of any ex-
penses incurred for educational, engineering and
architectural services incidental to the planning of
a regional school or any expenses incurred for
surveys made of school building needs and condi-
tions, the contract for which has been approved by
the authority. Such application shall be accompa-
nied by information and documentation that the
authority may require.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, §§ 18, 19, eff. July 26, 2004.
§ 5. School facilities grant applications
An eligible applicant may submit to the authority
a statement of interest which shall be approved by
a vote of the applicable local governing body or
bodies as set forth and in a form prescribed by the
authority, and which shall state what the eligible
applicant believes are the deficiencies in said eligi-
ble applicant's respective school facilities that meet
one or more of the statutory priorities set forth in
section 6, 8 and 9 of this chapter or in such
additional regulations as the authority may promul-
gate. Said statement of interest shall be accompa-
nied by such additional forms, documents, and
information as the authority shall deem necessary
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to review the statement. The submission for a
statement of interest shall not commit the authority
to accept any further application materials, ap-
prove an application, or provide a grant or any
other type of funding, or place any other obligation
or requirement upon the authority. The authority
shall notify an eligible applicant if the authority
determines that the statement of interest has not
met the criteria established in said sections 6, 8,
and 9.
If the authority determines that the statement of
interest and associated material merits further con-
sideration, the authority may, in its discretion, in-
vite the eligible applicant to apply to the authority
for a school facilities grant to meet in part the cost
of a school project; but, a city, town, regional
school district or independent agricultural and
technical school shall not have an entitlement to
funds under this chapter except at the discretion of
the authority in accordance with this chapter. Ap-
plication shall mean a series of documents, forms,
letters, statements, certifications, plans, studies,
drawings, and other data and information required
by the authority to be submitted within the dead-
lines and in the format prescribed by the authority
and shall be accompanied or supplemented by
drawings, plans, estimates of cost and proposals
for defraying the costs or any additional informa-
tion the authority may require, before construction
is undertaken. The authority shall promulgate reg-
ulations establishing the procedural steps by which
applications must be made and reviewed, and may
at any time during the application process deter-
mine that the application does not warrant further
consideration, pursuant to the priority criteria es-
tablished in said sections 6, 8, and 9, and by the
authority's regulations.
In the event that an eligible applicant undertakes
construction before approval is obtained, the eligi-
ble applicant shall remain subject to the authority's
approval process as if the construction were not
undertaken. An eligible applicant who is eligible
for aid under this chapter and establishes extended
courses of instruction in a vocational school, as
provided in section 37A of chapter 74, and wishes
to enlarge or construct a school for the purpose of
maintaining extended courses of instruction on a
technical institute level shall be eligible to apply for
financial assistance in the construction or enlarge-
ment of such school in the manner and to the
extent provided by this chapter. If the authority
invites an eligible applicant to apply, but is unable
to approve the application due solely to the limit on
total facilities grants established by section 7, at the
request of the eligible applicant, the application
shall be retained by the authority for 1 year and
reviewed in the year immediately following the
year of the application; provided that in said re-
view, the project shall be ranked and evaluated
using the priorities established by section 8 and if
the application is not approved by the authority
during the review, the applicant shall be required
to submit a new application; provided, further,
that the authority shall require a new application
from an applicant seeking to make a substantial
change in scope of the project which is the subject
of the application subsequent to disapproval by the
authority.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended bv St.2004, c.
208, § 20, eff. July 26, 2004; St.2006, c. 122, § 30, eff.
June 24, 2006.
§ 6. Examination of application by board of ed-
ucation; notice of approval or rejection
(a) Upon receipt of an application under section
5, from time to time, the authority may designate
approved school projects. The authority shall ex-
amine forthwith the applications and any facts,
estimates, or other information relative thereto,
and shall make the following findings in order to
designate a school project as an approved school
project:
(1) The school project is in the best interests of
the commonwealth and the eligible applicant, with
respect to its site, type of construction, sufficiency
of accommodations, open space preservation, ur-
ban development, urban sprawl, energy efficiency,
and otherwise.
(2) The school project is necessary to meet edu-
cational standards of the curriculum frameworks
established by the board of education pursuant to
section IE of chapter 69 for anticipated enrollment
levels.
(3) The school project has a value over its useful
life commensurate with the lifecycle cost of build-
ing, operating, and maintaining the project.
(4) The school project is not at a school that has
been the site of an approved school project pursu-
ant to this chapter or to chapter 645 of the acts of
1948 within the 10 years prior to the project appli-
cation date, or the approved school project is unre-
lated to such previously approved project in the
same school.
(5) The school project is within the capacity of
the authority to finance within revenues projected
572
SCHOOL BUILDING ASSISTANCE 70B §8
to be available to the trust, established pursuant to
section 35BB of chapter 10.
(6) The commissioner of education has certified
that adequate provisions have been made in the
school project for children with disabilities, as de-
fined in section 1 of chapter 7 IB, and, in the case
of elementary facilities, that adequate provisions
consistent with local policy have been made for all-
day kindergarten, pre-kindergarten classes and for
extended day programs; provided, however, that
no district shall be required to adopt the classes or
programs.
The authority shall also consider the availability
of funds projected in the trust and other financial
obligations of the authority, the authority's long
term capital plan, the results of needs surveys, the
order of priorities under section 8 and construction
procedures and standards under section 9 and oth-
erwise as prescribed by law and regulation. With
respect to a regional school district, the authority
shall also consider whether the school project rep-
resents an economy of scale that benefits the com-
monwealth and the municipalities of the region.
(b) Within a reasonable time after receipt of the
application the authority shall notify the applicant
of its approval or rejection thereof, and, in the
event of its rejection, of the reasons therefor. No-
tice of approval hereunder shall be accompanied
by a statement of the estimated approved cost as
determined by the authority, and an estimate of the
amount of total facilities grant to which the eligible
applicant may be entitled under section 10.
(c) If the authority designates a school project to
be an approved school project, the authority shall
compute the estimated approved cost of the pro-
ject, which cost may be equal to the estimated cost
furnished by the eligible applicant or a lesser
amount, and compute the amount estimated of
facilities grant to which the applicant would be
entitled under section 10, such computation being
based on said approved cost. The final approved
cost shall be determined by the authority within a
reasonable time after the acceptance of the com-
pleted project by the local school committee. Final
audits shall be conducted promptly by the authori-
ty. Final payments shall be determined based on
the final approved cost.
(d) Any city, town or regional school district
which has received, in accordance with subsections
(b) and (c), notice of approval and an estimate of
the amount of a school facilities grant, may borrow
from time to time to finance that portion of the cost
of the approved school project not being paid by
such grant, in such amount approved by the board
of selectmen, mayor or city manager of the city or
town, or the regional district school committee of
the regional school district, and may issue bonds or
notes therefor which shall bear on their face the
words —(name of city, town or regional school
district) School Project Loan, chapter 70B. Each
authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan,
and the loans shall be paid in not more than 25
years from their dates or up to 30 years if consis-
tent with the guidelines established in section 7 of
chapter 44. Any city, town or regional school
district which has received, in accordance with
subsections (b) and (c), notice of approval and an
estimate of the amount of a school facilities grant
may issue and renew temporary notes. The au-
thority shall issue regulations relative to issuance
of temporary notes for school construction. In-
debtedness incurred under this chapter shall be
outside the statutory debt limit but shall, except as
herein provided, be subject to chapter 44.
(e) A city, town or regional school district may
borrow for a term of not more than 5 years for the
cost of such feasibility studies as may be required
to apply for a school facilities grant under this
chapter.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2001, c.
203, § 5; St.2003, c. 46, § 74, cff. July 31, 2003; St.2004,
c. 208, § 21, eff. Julv 26, 2004; St.2006, c. 122, §§ 31, 32,
eff. June 24, 2006; St.2008, c. 302, § 13, eff. Jan. 1, 2008;
St.2009, c. 27, § 62, eff. July 1, 2009; St.2010, c. 188,
§ 56, eff. July 27, 2010.
§ 7. Limit on estimated amount of grants ap-
proved by authority
There shall be a limit on the estimated amount of
grants approved by the authority during a fiscal
year. For fiscal year 2008, the limit shall be
$500,000,000. For each fiscal year thereafter, the
limit shall be the limit for the previous fiscal year
plus the lower of the rate of growth in the dedicat-
ed sales tax revenue amount, as defined in subsec-
tion (a) of section 35BB of chapter 10, or 4.5 per
cent.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, § 22, eff. July 26, 2004; St.2006, c. 139, § 47, eff.
July 1, 2006.
§ 8. Order of priorities for approval of school
projects and reimbursements; deferral of
approval or disapproval of project appli-
cations
The authority shall approve school projects and
reimbursements under this chapter in accordance
with the following order of priorities:
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(1) priority shall be given to school projects
needed in the judgment of said board to replace or
renovate a building which is structurally unsound
or otherwise in a condition seriously jeopardizing
the health and safety of school children, where no
alternative exists;
(2) priority shall be given to school projects to
eliminate existing severe overcrowding;
(3) priority shall be given to school projects
needed in the judgment of said authority to prevent
loss of accreditation;
(4) priority shall be given to school projects
needed in the judgment of said authority to prevent
severe overcrowding expected to result from in-
creased enrollments which must be substantiated;
(5) priority shall be given to projects needed in
the judgment of said authority for the replacement,
renovation or modernization of the heating system
in any schoolhouse to increase energy conservation
and decrease energy related costs in said school-
house;
(6) priority shall be given to any school project
needed in the judgment of said authority for short
term enrollment growth;
(7) priority shall be given to school projects
needed in the judgment of said authority to replace
or add to obsolete buildings in order to provide for
a full range of programs consistent with state and
approved local requirements; and
(8) priority shall be given to projects needed in
the judgment of said authority to transition from
court-ordered and authority approved racial bal-
ance school districts to walk-to, so-called, or other
school districts.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 6, the
authority may defer its approval or disapproval of
any project application if such deferral is necessary
for the effective implementation of the provisions
of this section. The authority may issue regula-
tions to define the procedures pursuant to which
the priorities established by this section will be
implemented. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the
authority shall not approve any project for any
school district which fails to spend in the year
preceding the year of application at least 50 per
cent of the sum of said school district's calculated
foundation budget amounts for the purposes of
foundation utility and ordinary maintenance ex-
penses, and extraordinary maintenance allotment
as defined in chapter 70, for said purposes. From
fiscal year 1999 forward, no school district shall be
approved for a project nor receive school facilities
funds unless said district has spent at least 50 per
cent of the sum of said district's calculated founda-
tion budget amounts in each of the fiscal years
including and succeeding fiscal year 1999. All
projects which received first school building assis-
tance payments prior to July 1, 2000 shall be
exempted from the provisions of this paragraph.
Upon a request of a school district, the authority
may grant a waiver from said requirement for
unanticipated or extraordinary changes in mainte-
nance spending as determined by said departments
including, but not limited to, the impact on said
spending due to the opening of a new school build-
ing, the closing of an existing school building or
the completion of a major renovation project.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2002, c.
300, § 11; St.2004, c. 208, §§ 23, 24, eff. July 26, 2004.
§ 9. Cost effective production of efficient and
creative school projects; standards and
procedures; regulations
(a) In order to maximize the cost effective pro-
duction of efficient and creative school projects,
the authority shall require that every school project
conform to standards and procedures as the au-
thority considers appropriate including, not but
limited to, the following: (1) that the applicant fully
consider all available options for satisfying the de-
scribed need, including tuition agreements with
adjacent school districts, rental or acquisition and
any necessary rehabilitation or usage modification
of any existing building which could be made avail-
able for school use; (2) that the applicant's site
selection is based on the cost and environmental
factors, including an awareness of soil conditions
and their probable effect on foundation and site
development costs, transportation effects, disloca-
tion of site occupants and relationship to other
community facilities; (3) that the applicant enter
into contracts, using forms satisfactory to the au-
thority for such competent architectural, engineer-
ing and other services as may be required; and (4)
that procedures satisfactory to the board are fol-
lowed by the applicant throughout the planning
and construction of the project such as will assure
maximum attention to the operating and capital
cost effects of program and design decisions, mate-
rials and systems selections.
(b) The authority shall issue annually, as herein-
after provided, maximum eligible cost standards
and size standards for school projects. These stan-
dards may take into account the type and location
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of a proposed school project and may also take into
account the difficulty of siting school facilities in
dense urban areas in which there exists a shortage
of available municipally-owned sites and the in-
creased cost of construction and major renovation
in such urban areas. The program standards shall
define prototype school design and space recom-
mendations for each specified program activity eli-
gible for state financial assistance. The program
standards shall, in the judgment of the authority,
be in conformity with the minimum requirements
of state law and shall also reflect consideration of
cost effects, prevailing educational standards in the
commonwealth and the needs of efficient and crea-
tive school projects. The cost standards shall be
based on the price experience of recently complet-
ed and recently bid school projects, taking into
account the cost effectiveness of design, construc-
tion and programming techniques utilized in such
school projects. For the purpose of calculating the
total construction grant under section 10, the esti-
mated approved cost and the final approved cost
for a school project shall not exceed the cost that
would result if the project conformed to prototype
school standards. The provisions of this section
shall not be deemed to preclude an eligible appli-
cant from exceeding prototype school standard;
provided, however, the cost of such additional fa-
cilities and design shall not be included in the
estimated cost and final approved cost on the basis
of which the state construction grant is calculated.
(c) On or before March 1 in each year, the au-
thority shall adopt interim regulations, including
minimum program standards and maximum cost
standards, for the implementation of this section.
Upon the adoption of such regulations, the authori-
ty shall forthwith file copies thereof with the clerk
of the house of representatives who shall refer such
regulations to an appropriate committee of the
general court. Within 30 days after such filing, said
committee may hold a public hearing on the regu-
lations, shall issue a report, and file a copy thereof
with the board. Said board shall adopt final regula-
tions making such revisions in the interim regula-
tions as it deems appropriate in view of such report
and shall forthwith file a copy of the regulations
with the chairperson of the committee of the gener-
al court to which the interim regulations were
referred. Not earlier than 30 days after the date of
such filing, the board shall file the final regulations
with the state secretary and the said regulations
shall thereupon take effect.
(d) A city, town, regional school district or inde-
pendent agricultural and technical school shall not
have entitlement to funds under this chapter except
at the discretion of the authority in accordance
with this chapter.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended bv St.2004, c.
208, §§ 25 to 28, eff. July 26, 2004; St.2006, c. 122, § 33,
eff. June 24, 2006.
§ 10. Facilities grants for approved projects;
formula
The grant percentage for approved school pro-
jects shall be calculated based on the following
formula, but no grant percentage shall be greater
than 80 per cent.
(a) The percentage the commonwealth shall pay
towards an approved school facilities project shall
be determined by the following formula: Base Per-
centage (A) + Community Income Factor (Bl) +
Community Property Wealth Factor (B2) + Com-
munity Poverty Factor (B3) + Incentive Percent-
age (C).
(A) Base Percentage = 3 1 percentage points.
(B) Ability to pay percentage points (in-
come/wealth factor) is determined as follows:
(1) Community Income Factor = per capita in-
come, as determined by the department of revenue,
for a municipality as a per cent of the statewide
average per capita income.
The Community Income Factor is then deter-
mined by using the chart below.
Income
Municipality's per Community income
capita income as per factor percentage
cent of statewide points
average per capita
income
0-9% 12.00
10-19% 11.37
20-29% 10.74
30-39% 10.11
40-49% 9.47
50-59% 8.84
60-69% 8.21
70-79% 7.58
80-89% 6.95
90-99% 6.32
100-109% 5.68
110-119% 5.05
120-129% 4.42
130-139% 3.79
140-149% 3.16
150-159% 2.53
160-169% 1.89
170-179% 1.26
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Municipality's per
capita income as per
cent of statewide
average per capita
income
180-189%
190% +
Community income
factor percentage
points
0.63
0.00
(2) Community Property Wealth Factor =
Equalized property valuation per capita as deter-
mined by the department of revenue, for the mu-
nicipality as a per cent of the statewide average
equalized property valuation per capita.
The Community Property Wealth Factor is then
determined by using the chart below.
Equalized
Municipality's EQV
as per cent of
statewide average
EQV
0-9%
10-19%
20-29%
30-39%
40-49%
50-59%
60-69%
70-79%
80-89%
90-99%
100-109%
110-119%
120-129%
130-139%
140-149%
150-159%
160-169%
170-179%
180-189%
190% +
Property Valuation
Community property
wealth factor
percentage points
28.00
26.53
25.05
23.58
22.11
20.63
19.16
17.68
16.21
14.74
13.26
11.79
10.32
8.84
7.37
5.89
4.42
2.95
1.47
0.00
(3) Community Poverty Factor = Proportion of
low income students, as determined by federal eli-
gibility for free or reduced price lunch, for the
district as a per cent of the statewide average
proportion of low income students.
The Community Poverty Factor is then deter-
mined by using the chart below.
School district
proportion of low
income students as
per cent of state
average proportion
of low income
students
0-99%
Poverty
Community poverty
factor percentage
points
School district
proportion of low
income students as
per cent of state
average proportion
of low income
students
100-102%
103-105%
106-108%
109-111%
112-114%
115-117%
118-120%
121-123%
124-126%
127-129%
130-132%
133% +
Community poverty
factor percentage
points
1.42
2.83
4.25
5.67
7.08
8.50
9.92
11.33
12.75
14.17
15.58
17.00
0.00
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(C) Incentive percentage points may be awarded
by the authority. Incentive percentage points
granted, if any, shall be in the sole discretion of the
authority. The authority may issue regulations de-
lineating the type and amounts of any such incen-
tive percentage points; provided, however, that no
individual category of incentive points shall exceed
6 additional points; and provided further, that no
district shall receive more than 18 incentive per-
centage points. Such incentive points may be
awarded for a district's use of efficient construction
delivery methods; regionalization with other dis-
tricts; superior maintenance practices of a district;
energy efficient and sustainable design and con-
struction; major renovation rather than building
new construction; the use of model schools as
adopted by the authority; and other incentives as
determined by the board of the authority in order
to encourage the most cost-effective and quality
construction.
(b) In the case of regional school districts, Bl
and B2 shall be determined by calculating the
relationship to the statewide average for each mu-
nicipality of the regional district as stated in this
section. For purposes of this computation, each
member city's and town's share of the total cost
shall be determined by multiplying the total ap-
proved cost by the percentage of district or county
capital costs that would be apportioned to such city
or town in accordance with the applicable regional
school district agreement or law for capital costs
incurred in the fiscal year in which the grant is
approved. The amount of the total capital costs
apportioned to a member city or town in any fiscal
year on account of an approved school project of a
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regional school or county, determined in accor-
dance with the applicable regional school district
agreement or law, shall be reduced by an amount
equal to the amount of the grant payable on ac-
count of such project in such fiscal year multiplied
by a fraction the numerator of which is the city's or
town's reimbursement percentage, determined as
aforesaid, multiplied by the percentage of capital
costs apportioned to the city or town for such fiscal
year in accordance with the applicable regional
school district agreement or law, and the denomi-
nator of which is the sum of the percentages so
derived as the numerators for all of the member
cities and towns.
In the case of independent agricultural and tech-
nical schools, Bl and B2 shall be determined by
calculating the relationship to the statewide aver-
age for each municipality of the school as stated in
this section. A weighted average will then be deter-
mined for these municipalities, weighted as com-
pared to the number of students attending the
school from each member municipality, which will
be used to determine the final Bl and B2 factors.
(c) For approved school projects in districts
which have a racial desegregation plan approved
by the board of education not later than June 30,
2000, the reimbursement percentage shall be the
sum of: (a) the percentage calculated pursuant to
subsections (a) and (b); and (b) for projects desig-
nated as approved school projects on or before
June 30, 2006, 10 percentage points, or, for pro-
jects designated as approved school projects on or
before June 30, 2012, 5 percentage points. Only
new project applications which present clear and
convincing evidence that the proposed school
building project will promote the objectives of
achieving racial balance expressed in sections 37C
and 37D of chapter 71 for the students attending
the new, renovated, or repaired school will be
eligible for the added percentage points. The total
reimbursement percentage shall in no circum-
stances exceed the maximum grant percentage un-
der the first paragraph of this section.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, §§ 29, 33, 34, eff. Julv 26, 2004; St.2004, c. 208,
§§ 30 to 32, eff. Aug. 1, 2005; St.2009, c. 27, §§ 63, 64,
eff. July 1, 2009.
§ 11. Disbursement schedule
Grants for approved school projects shall be paid
in accordance with a disbursement schedule ap-
proved by the authority.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended bv St.2004, c.
208, § 35, eff. July 26, 2004.
§§ 12,13. Repealed, 2004, 208, Sec. 36
§ 14. Approved alternative projects; allowable
costs
For approved projects that arc an alternative to
construction or renovation, the authority shall es-
tablish eligible cost criteria, and on a case by case
basis, shall determine the allowable cost of the
project. Eligible costs may include but shall not be
limited to furnishings and equipment, lease costs,
rental fees, tuition costs and transportation costs.
In no event shall an alternative project be reim-
bursed if it is determined by the authority to be
more costly than construction necessary to achieve
the same end.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, § 37, eff. July 26, 2004.
§ 15. Sale or lease of school buildings for
which school facilities project applicant
receives grant payments
(a) In the event that an eligible applicant sells or
leases an assisted structure or facility, or a portion
of that structure or facility, on account of which it
is receiving grant payments for an approved school
project or, in the case of an approved school pro-
ject approved on or after July 1, 2004, on account
of which it has received at least 1 grant payment in
the preceding 20 years, under this chapter or under
chapter 645 of the acts of 1948, the sale or lease of
the assisted structure or facility, or portion of that
structure or facility, shall be for no less than fair
market value as determined by independent ap-
praisal, unless the eligible applicant receives prior
written approval from the authority to do other-
wise, and the proceeds from the sale or lease shall
be divided between the authority and the general
funds of the applicable eligible applicant in propor-
tion to the commonwealth's and authority's prior
investments in the assisted structure or facility un-
der this chapter or said chapter 645, as applicable.
In the case of an approved school project approved
before July 1, 2004, the authority's share of the
proceeds shall reduce the balance of outstanding
grant payments that would otherwise be payable
except for this section and shall not exceed that
amount. An eligible applicant which sells, leases
or otherwise removes from use by the eligible ap-
plicant as a schoolhouse an approved school pro-
ject on account of which it is receiving grant pay-
ments or, in the case of an approved school project
approved on or after July 1, 2004, on account of
which it has received at least 1 grant payment in
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the preceding 20 years, under this chapter or under
said chapter 645, shall report the sale, lease or
removal to the authority in the form and manner
and within the time prescribed by the authority.
The authority may issue regulations to recapture
commonwealth and authority assistance for an ap-
proved school facilities projects for school build-
ings that are removed from service.
(b) In the event an eligible applicant sells or
leases an assisted structure or if the assisted struc-
ture was not used as a schoolhouse for at least half
of the preceding fiscal year, the amount of out-
standing grant payments remaining after reduc-
tions under the provisions of subsection (a), shall
be deducted from each city, town or regional
school district's cherry sheets, so-called, as an as-
sessment in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 21 of chapter 59, according to a schedule
agreed to between the city or town and the authori-
ty; provided, however, that at the discretion of the
authority, deductions authorized from said cherry
sheets under the provisions of this subsection may
be waived for an assisted structure or facility which
has been removed from use as a schoolhouse by a
city, town or regional school district, pursuant to a
plan approved by said city, town or regional school
district and the authority, which provides for the
reuse of the assisted structure or facility as a
schoolhouse within two years of the adoption of the
plan or prior to the expiration of the term of any
bonds or notes issued to finance the project for
which the grant was approved, whichever is the
earliest.
Before the sale or lease of an assisted structure
or facility or a portion of that structure or facility,
the school district in control of the structure or
facility shall submit to the authority a district-wide
school facility use plan that shall include, but not
be limited to, a listing of all school facilities under
the control of the school district, a detailed descrip-
tion of both the current use and proposed use of
each school facility, the most recent enrollment
data, by school facility, then available to the school
district, a detailed floor plan of each school facility
that shows and labels each space in the facility and
whether it is used as a classroom or has some other
use and any other information that may be re-
quired by the authority to understand the district's
school facility use plan. If the plan includes the
closure, sale or lease of a school facility or any part
of a school facility, the authority may conduct, with
the full cooperation of the district, an analysis of
district-wide enrollment capacity and future enroll-
ment trends for the district. If the capacity analy-
sis and enrollment projection indicate an extended
period of significant excess capacity within the
district's educational facilities, the district may,
prior to consideration of any other disposition of
the identified excess capacity, make a good faith
offer to sell or lease at fair market value the identi-
fied excess capacity to a commonwealth charter
school established pursuant to section 89 of chap-
ter 71 or an applicant for a commonwealth charter
school pursuant to said section 89 of said chapter
71 that serves or is seeking to serve students who
live in the school district. The authority shall not
recapture commonwealth and authority assistance
for any such excess capacity that is sold or leased
to a commonwealth charter school or applicant for
a commonwealth charter school.
(c) Any eligible applicant which applies for a
grant pursuant to this chapter and which has, prior
to such application, sold, leased or otherwise re-
moved from service any schoolhouse operated by
said eligible applicant shall be eligible for such
grant only if the board determines either that the
grant is not for the purpose of replacing a school-
house sold, leased or otherwise removed from ser-
vice in the past ten years or that the need for the
project covered by the grant could not have reason-
ably been anticipated at the time that such school-
house was sold, leased or otherwise removed from
service.
(d) The provisions of this section, at the discre-
tion of the authority, shall not apply to sales or
leases of such assisted structures or facilities for
nonprofit public purposes.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, §§ 38, 39, cff. July 26, 2004; St.2006, c. 122, § 34,
eff. June 24, 2006; St.2010, c. 12, § 4, eff. Jan. 19, 2010.
§ 16. Maintenance assessment program for
school buildings
The authority shall create a maintenance assess-
ment program for school buildings. Such assess-
ment program shall include a review of all major
building components, maintenance records, exist-
ing staff and vendor contracts. The authority shall
use such assessment program to issue ratings of the
building conditions for each school district; survey
current conditions, develop a model plan for the
proper maintenance of school buildings, and pro-
vide technical assistance and information to munic-
ipalities and school districts.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, § 40, eff. July 26, 2004.
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§ 17. Annual report; anticipated needs for
school facilities projects
(a) On or before June 30 of each year, the au-
thority shall submit a report to the governor, the
house and senate committees on ways and means,
the joint committee on education, arts and humani-
ties, the joint committee on natural resources, the
house and senate committees on long-term debt
and capital expenditures and the joint committee
on local affairs which analyzes the anticipated fi-
nancial needs for school facilities projects of the
kind that qualify for assistance under this chapter.
The report shall include a listing of each school
building within the commonwealth, together with a
description of its size, capacity, age and state of
maintenance and whether it is likely to require
construction, enlargement, reconstruction, rehabil-
itation or improvement due to such factors as dete-
rioration, lack of adequate facilities to meet edu-
cational standards and anticipated increases in
school-age population.
(b) The authority shall also conduct periodic sur-
veys of the cities, towns and regional school dis-
tricts to determine the need for new school facility
construction to meet demand.
(c) The authority shall develop a long-term capi-
tal plan in accordance with needs and funding
projected to be available in the trust under this
chapter for purposes of planning and guiding the
policies of the authority.
(d) The capital plans, needs surveys and reports
of the authority shall not give rise to any claim,
legal or moral, or enforceable right in any party to
benefits or funds from the trust or from other
sources.
Added by St.2000, c . 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, § 41,eff. July 26, 2004.
§18. Repealed, 2004, 208, Sec. 36
§ 19. Notification of actual interest rate for
bond issuance
Municipalities and school districts shall notify
the authority no later than 14 days before refinanc-
ing any bond for which the municipality or district
will receive state reimbursement under chapter 645
of the acts of 1948 or other law. The authority
shall reimburse municipalities or districts at the
actual interest rate obtained. The authority shall
encourage municipalities and school districts to
refinance any bond for which the municipality or
district will receive state reimbursement where the
refinancing would result in savings for the com-
monwealth or the municipality or school district
and where the refinancing is otherwise in accor-
dance with the law.
Added bv St.2000, c. 159, § 140. Amended by St.2004, c.
208, § 42, eft. July 26, 2004; St.2006, c. 122, § 35, eff.
June 24, 2006.
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Section
1. Maintenance; double sessions; subjects; twelve-
month school year.
1A. Period of silence.
IB. Voluntary prayer.
1C. Workshops on rights of students and their par-
ents under special education laws of the com-
monwealth and the federal government.
2. Subjects of instruction; history and civics.
2A. Student use of tobacco products.
2B. Courses in American sign language.
2C. Implementation of policy and discipline code ad-
dressing teen dating violence in public schools.
3. Physical education.
4. High schools; maintenance; diplomas awarded
to veterans.
4A. Failure to keep schools open for required period;
penalty.
5. Repealed.
6. Education in out-of-town high schools.
6A. Admission of students from outside Common-
wealth.
7. Repealed.
7A. Transportation of pupils; payment of costs; limi-
tations.
7B. Transportation of pupils; reimbursement of
costs; determination of amount; use of funds.
7C. Bus transportation programs; financial assis-
tance.
8. 9. Repealed.
10. Expenses of physically disabled children.
11. High school; definition.
12. Repealed.
13. Requested courses; school committee approval.
13Atol3C. Repealed.
13D. High schools; required subjects; driver training.
13E. Repealed.
13F. Broadcast and television facilities; cost of pro-
gram; executive committee for educational
television.
13G. Executive committee for educational television;
rules and regulations; personnel.
13H. Educational television program fund; accounts
and reports.
13/. Executive committee for educational television;
powers and duties.
14. Regional school district planning committee;
creation; membership.
14A. Duties of planning board.
14B. Regional school districts; formation; procedure.
14C. Lease or sale of property to regional school dis-
tricts.
14D. Agreement; approval of indebtedness.
14E. Regional school district committee membership
options.
15. Acceptance of organization provisions by elector-
ate.
16. Status; powers and duties.
Section
16A.
16B.
16Bi6.
16C.
16D.
16D'/$.
16E.
16F.
16G.
16G'/>.
16H.
16/.
17.
17A.
18.
19.
20.
20A.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
26A.
26B.
26C.
26D.
26E.
26F.
27.
28.
29.
30.
30A.
31.
31A.
32.
32A.
33.
34.
34A.
34B.
34C.
34D.
Regional district school committee; selection,
powers and duties of officers; subcommittees.
Budgets; apportionment of expenses.
Excess and deficiency fund; surplus funds used
to reduce assessments.
School transportation.
Aid from state.
Monies received as nonresident tuition or reim-
bursements from commonwealth for foster
care children.
Audits; payment of costs.
Retirement system.
Liability of towns for expenses of district.
Stabilization fund.
Repealed.
Severability of sections relating to regional
school districts.
Repealed.
Culinary arts program; special fund.
Evening schools.
Evening classes in high schools.
Notice of evening schools; publication; fees for
instruction.
Instructional Materials Trust Fund.
Continuation schools; establishment; conditions.
Attendance.
Use of existing educational facilities.
Cost of maintenance; source of funds.
Unemployed minors; attendance requirements.
Penalty for failure to establish or maintain
school.
Extended school services for children whose par-
ents are employed; establishment; conditions.
Organization and operation of plan.
Contributions and federal funds; use.
Borrowing in anticipation of federal funds.
Repealed.
Repealed.
Lectures.
Summer schools.
Repealed.
Moral education.
Repealed.
Bible reading.
Guidelines for celebration of holidays authorized.
Observance of Memorial Day.
Sex education; policy regarding notice to par-
ents, exception.
Repealed.
Support of schools; appropriations; recommen-
dations.
Transcript of student's record; availability.
Remedy for failure to furnish transcript of stu-
dent's record.
Repealed.
Student records; maintenance, storage, destruc-
tion, etc.; inspection by parent or guardian.
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34E.
34F.
34G.
34H.
35.
36.
36A.
37.
37A.
37B.
37C.
37D.
37E.
37F.
37G.
37H.
37H!6.
37/.
37J.
37K.
37L.
Section
37M.
37N.
370.
38.
38A.
38B.
38C.
38D.
38E.
38F.
38G.
Inspection of student records; persons author-
ized.
Repealed.
Private schools; transfer of transcripts upon
ceasing operation.
Noncustodial parents; receipt of information for
child enrolled in public elementary or second-
ary schools; notice to custodial parent.
Beginning of term.
Secretary; appointment; duties.
Orientation for school committee members.
Powers and duties; superintendent serving joint
districts.
Grants; acceptance and disbursement.
Purchase of or majdng payments to annuities or
investments.
Promotion of racial balance.
Racial imbalance; definitions; statistics; trans-
fers; priorities; plans for elimination; public
hearings; regulations; jurisdiction; costs; at-
torney's fees.
Legal counsel for collective bargaining.
Legal counsel for general purposes.
Corporal punishment of pupils prohibited; use of
physical restraint; regulations.
Policies relative to conduct of teachers or stu-
dents; student handbooks.
Felony complaint or conviction of student; sus-
pension; expulsion; right to appeal.
Magnet school facilities; grants; application; ap-
proval; agreements; eligible costs; regula-
tions.
Magnet educational programs; reimbursement
for cost; definition; contracts; joining pro-
grams.
Business demonstration projects; disposition of
proceeds.
Notification to school personnel of reporting re-
quirements for child abuse and neglect and
fires; reports of students possessing or using
dangerous weapons on school premises; trans-
ferred students' school records.
Consolidation of administrative functions with
city or town.
Policy for school-sponsored student travel.
School bullying prohibited; bullying prevention
plans.
Employment of teachers, aides, principals, etc.;
designation of Horace Mann teachers; per-
formance evaluations; performance standards.
Duties; appointment of director of occupational
guidance, duties of director.
Repealed.
Status of director of occupational guidance.
District directors of occupational guidance; ap-
pointment.
Repealed.
Fees for services of directors of occupational
guidance; prohibition; penalty for violation.
Certification for certain teaching and administra-
tive positions; provisional and standard certifi-
cates; policies and guidelines regarding re-
quirements and qualifications; applications;
recommendations; review; continuing edu-
cation; renewal of certificate.
School librarian and school library supervisor or
co-ordinator; tenure.
Reimbursement of teachers for tuitions and fees.
Repealed.
Public relations bureau in school departments;
establishment.
Repealed.
Student advisory committees.
Proposed annual budgets; public hearings re-
quired; quorum.
Sex education advisory committees.
School psychologists; tenure.
Professional development plans; statewide assis-
tance plan.
Curriculum accommodation plan.
Schools' access to criminal offender records; em-
ployees, contractors, and volunteers; use limit-
ed to protection of children.
Teacher's application forms; questions concern-
ing religion or politics.
Compensation of teachers; deferred payment.
Tenure of teachers and superintendents; persons
entitled to professional teacher status; dismiss-
al; review.
Leaves of absence of professional staff.
Leaves of absence; Peace Corps.
Dismissal or demotion of teachers or other em-
ployees of school or school district; arbitra-
tion.
Repealed.
Rights of school employees in regional districts.
Records of teachers; inspection.
Suspension of district employees.
Reduction of salaries; conditions.
43A, 43B. Repealed.
44. Restrictions on teachers' political rights; prohibi-
tion.
45. Procurement of teaching positions; regulation of
fees; penalty for violation.
46 to 46B. Repealed.
46C. Repealed.
46D to 46F. Repealed.
46G. Repealed.
46H to 46M. Repealed.
38H.
38/.
38J.
38K.
38L.
38M.
38N.
380.
38P.
38Q.
38Q16.
38R.
39.
40.
41.
41A.
41B.
42.
42A.
42B.
42C.
42D.
43.
47.
47A.
48.
48A.
48B.
49.
49A.
50.
51.
52.
53.
5 3A.
Athletic programs; school organizations; student
activity accounts.
Athletic coaches; employment.
Textbooks and school supplies.
School safety patrols; functions, limitations; lia-
bility.
Uniforms of school employees.
Purchase of textbooks by pupils.
Orders for materials and equipment; contracts
for services.
Change of school books.
Exhibition of school work at expositions.
Compensation of school committee members.
School physicians and nurses.
Employment of medical personnel by supcrinten-
dencv district or union; compensation; remov-
al.
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53B.
54.
54A.
54B.
55.
55A.
55B.
55C.
56.
57.
58.
59.
59A.
59B.
59C.
59D.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
69A.
§ 1.
Towns within a superintendency district or un-
ion; exemption from appointment require-
ment.
Examination of children and school personnel.
Physician or person trained in emergency medi-
cal care; assignment to interscholastic football
games.
Administration of medications in school settings;
regulations.
Contagious diseases; regulations.
Sick, injured or incapacitated pupils; procedure
for handling; emergency first aid or transpor-
tation; exemption from civil liability.
Repealed.
Eye protective devices.
Sick children; notification of parents.
Physical examination of pupils; eye examination,
written report.
Repealed.
Superintendent of schools; appointment; com-
pensation; powers and duties.
Superintendents of schools in small towns; ap-
pointment; state aid for compensation.
Principals; appointment; compensation; duties;
appointment of other personnel.
School councils; members; meetings; duties.
School-community partnerships; grant program.
Repealed.
Superintendent of schools; employment by a
town union; termination of town participation
in a union.
Readjustment of town unions.
School committees as joint committee; represen-
tation: meetings; employment of superinten-
dent, removal.
Union superintendent; compensation.
Repealed.
Repealed.
Superintendents of schools; penalty for accept-
ing fees for obtaining positions; employment of
immediate family of certain persons prohibited.
Duties of towns to maintain schools; transporta-
tion of children; school building committee
representation.
Display of national flags; pledge of allegiance;
penalty for violation.
Plaque reading "For God and Country"; place-
ment on public school buildings.
Section
70.
71.
71A.
71B.
71C.
71D.
71E.
71F.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
Location of schools.
Use of school property; purposes.
Highway safety stations; designation, discontinu-
ance.
Adult physical fitness programs.
Community school programs; receipts; deposit
and expenditure.
Prepayment of tuition to private schools or pro-
gram sources.
Appropriations for and expenditure of receipts
from adult education and continuing education
programs.
Nonresident or foster care students; deposit of
tuition payments and state reimbursements;
expenditures and appropriations.
Sale of lunches.
Closing of school for teachers' meetings.
Management of schools funds by private corpora-
tions.
Extended courses of instruction.
Rules of admission.
Joint establishment of extended courses.
Repealed.
Junior College designation, degrees.
Lunch period for teachers.
Junior colleges; restriction on establishment.
Public secondary schools; right of students to
freedom of expression; limitations; definitions.
Dress and appearance of students protected.
Discipline of students on matters unrelated to
school-sponsored activities prohibited.
Guidelines implementing Sees. 82 to 84; rules
and regulations; adoption; emergencies; pro-
cedures.
Application of Sees. 83 to 85.
Intelligence test scores; records.
Military recruiters; on-campus recruiting oppor-
tunities.
Commonwealth charter schools; Horace Mann
charter schools; applications; enrollment; em-
ployees; funding.
Classroom placement of twins or higher order
multiples.
Recovery High School; definition; enrollment;
student performance; rules and regulations.
Innovation Schools.
Policy regarding internet safety measures for
schools providing computer access to students.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
Maintenance; double sessions; subjects;
twelve-month school year
Every town shall maintain, for at least the num-
ber of days required by the board of education in
each school year unless specifically exempted as to
any one year by said board, a sufficient number of
schools for the instruction of all children who may
legally attend a public school therein. No town
shall hold double sessions in any public school, if
in any other public school of comparable grade
levels in such town there are vacant spaces for
more than thirty-five children, the number of such
vacant spaces to be computed without exceeding a
maximum of thirty-five children to a classroom.
The board of education may suspend the applica-
tion of the preceding sentence in a particular town
for a limited period. Such schools shall be taught
by teachers of competent ability and good morals,
and shall give instruction and training in orthogra-
phy, reading, writing, the English language and
grammar, geography, arithmetic, drawing, music,
the history and constitution of the United States,
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the duties of citizenship, health education, physical
education and good behavior. Instruction in
health education shall include, but shall not be
limited to: consumer health, ecology, community
health, body structure and function, safety, nutri-
tion, fitness and body dynamics, dental health,
emotional development, safe and healthy relation-
ships with a focus on preventing sexual and do-
mestic violence and training in the administration
of first aid, including cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion. The department of education shall pay for
the cost of any such instruction in cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation; provided, however, that a
school committee may by majority vote decide that
such instruction shall not be offered. In connec-
tion with physiology and hygiene, instruction as to
the effects of alcoholic drinks and of stimulants,
including tobacco, and narcotics on the human
system, as to tuberculosis and its prevention, as to
detection and prevention of breast and uterine
cancer, and as to fire safety, including instruction
in the flammable qualities of certain fabrics, and
as to the prevention and treatment of burn inju-
ries, shall be given to all pupils in all schools
under public control, except schools maintained
solely for instruction in particular subject areas.
The department of education is hereby directed in
collaboration with the Massachusetts Center for
Global Education, to establish a task force for the
purpose of developing a model curriculum for
grades kindergarten through twelve in global edu-
cation and international studies. A copy of said
curriculum shall be sent to the superintendent of
schools for each school district in the common-
wealth. The department shall encourage each
school district to implement said curriculum, or a
variation thereof. No pupil shall be required to
take or participate in instruction on disease, its
symptoms, development and treatment, whose par-
ent or guardian shall object thereto in writing on
the grounds such instruction conflicts with his sin-
cerely held religious beliefs, and no pupil so ex-
empt shall be penalized by reason of such exemp-
tion. Such other subjects as the school committee
considers expedient may be taught in the public
schools. The board of education shall adopt rules
and regulations for the establishment of a twelve-
month school year. Any city, town or school dis-
trict by vote of its school committee may maintain
and operate on a continuous twelve-month basis a
sufficient number of schools for the instruction of
all children who may legally attend a public school
therein in accordance with such rules and regula-
tions. Nothing herein contained shall be con-
strued as to authorize said board to require the es-
tablishment of a twelve-month school year in any
city, town or school district the school committee
of which has not voted to establish, maintain and
operate such a twelve-month school year.
The advisory council on violence prevention es-
tablished by section 1G of chapter 15 shall recom-
mend for approval by the board of education a
model curriculum for grades kindergarten through
12 in education programs on violence prevention
for the purpose of informing students of the harm-
ful effects of teenage violence, weapons and illegal
drug use and of promoting community and social
responsibility. The department of education shall
send a copy of said curriculum to the superinten-
dent of schools for each school district in the
commonwealth. The department shall encourage
school districts to implement said curriculum or a
variation thereof.
Amended bv St.1953, c. 137; St. 1962, c. 11; St.1962, c.
301, § 1; St. 1965, c. 572, § 14; St.1966, c. 187; St.1971,
c. 922, § 1; St.1972, c. 66; St.1973, c. 651; St.1974, c.
753; St. 1977, c. 408; St.1977, c. 916; St. 1990, c. 355,
§ 1; St.1998, c. 422; St.2010, c. 256, § 60, eff. Nov. 4,
2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
C.L. c. 136, § 305.
St. 1692-3, c.26, § 5.
St. 1789, c. 19, § 1.
St.1823, c. 111.
St. 1826, c. 143, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 23, § 1.
St.1839, c. 56, § 1.
St. 1850, c. 229.
St. 1857, c. 206, § 1.
St. 1858, c. 5.
St. 1859, c. 263.
G.S.I 860, c. 38, § 1.
St. 1862, c. 7.
St. 1870, c. 248, § 1.
St.1876, c. 3, § 1.
P.S.1882,c. 44, § 1.
St. 1884, c. 69.
St. 1885, c. 332.
St.1894, c.231.
St. 1894, c. 320, § 1.
St.1898, c.496, § 1.
St. 1900, c. 218.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 1.
St. 1908, c. 181.
St. 1910, c. 524.
St.l911,c. 247.
St. 191 7, c. 169.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 174.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1919, c. 350, § 56.
St. 1920, c. 2.
St.l921,c. 360.
St. 1923, c. 222, § 1.
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§ 1A. Period of silence
At the commencement of the first class of each
day in all grades in all public schools the teacher in
charge of the room in which each such class is held
shall announce that a period of silence not to
exceed one minute in duration shall be observed
for personal thoughts, and during any such period,
silence shall be maintained and no activities en-
gaged in.
Added by St. 1966, c. 130. Amended by St. 1973, c. 621;
St. 1979, c. 692; St.1980, c. 144; St. 1985, c. 690.
§ IB. Voluntary prayer
The school committee of any city or town may
permit any child attending its public schools to
participate in voluntary prayer with the approval of
such child's parents before the commencement of
each daily school session. Notwithstanding any
provision of law to the contrary, no city or town
which permits such prayer shall be denied any
funds for school purposes to which it may be
entitled from the commonwealth.
Added by St. 1970, c. 264.
§ 1C. Workshops on rights of students and
their parents under special education
laws of the commonwealth and the fed-
eral government
Each school district shall conduct, in coopera-
tion with the local parent advisory council, at least
one workshop annually within the school district
on the rights of students and their parents and
guardians under the special education laws of the
commonwealth and the federal government and
shall make written materials explaining such rights
available upon request.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 141.
§ 2. Subjects of instruction; history and civics
In all public elementary and high schools Ameri-
can history and civics, including the constitution of
the United States, the declaration of independence
and the bill of rights, and in all public high schools
the constitution of the commonwealth and local
history and government and a program relating to
the flag of the United States of America, including,
but not limited to, proper etiquette, the correct use
and display of the flag, the importance of partic-
ipation in the electoral process and the provisions
of 36 U.S.C. 170 to 177, inclusive, shall be taught
as required subjects for the purpose of promoting
civic service and a greater knowledge thereof, and
of fitting the pupils, morally and intellectually, for
the duties of citizenship.
Amended by St. 1938, c. 246, § 1; St. 1949, c. 468;
St.1952, c. 282; St.2010, c. 12, § 5, eff. Jan. 19, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1920, c. 411.
St.1923, c. 222, § 2.
§ 2A. Student use of tobacco products
It shall be unlawful for any student, enrolled in
either primary or secondary public schools in the
commonwealth, to use tobacco products of any
type on school grounds during normal school
hours.
Each school committee shall establish a policy
dealing with students who violate this law. This
policy may include, but not be limited to, mandato-
ry education classes on the hazards of tobacco use.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 641, § 1.
§ 2B. Courses in American sign language
In all public elementary and secondary schools,
American Sign Language shall be recognized as a
standard, independent language with its own gram-
mar, syntax, vocabulary, and cultural heritage.
Courses in American Sign Language may be taught
for the purpose of contributing to a greater under-
standing of the social and cultural dimensions of
the language, and to encourage and enable in-
creased interaction between hearing persons and
deaf and hard-of-hearing persons in society.
School committees may credit such courses toward
satisfaction of foreign language requirements.
Added by St. 1989, c. 95.
§ 2C. Implementation of policy and discipline
code addressing teen dating violence in
public schools
Each school district in the commonwealth, sub-
ject to appropriation, shall implement a specific
policy and discipline code to address teen dating
violence in public schools. The policy shall clearly
state that dating violence will not be tolerated and
shall include guidelines for addressing alleged inci-
dents of dating violence. The policy may include a
teen dating violence prevention task force com-
prised of staff, students and parents to provide
awareness training and education for the school
community. Topics to be covered in the policy
include, without limitation, defining the issue of
teen dating violence, recognizing warning signs,
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identifying issues of confidentiality, safety and ap-
propriate legal school-based interventions.
Added by St.2010, c. 256, § 61, eff. Nov. 4, 2010.
§ 3. Physical education
Physical education shall be taught as a required
subject in all grades for all students in the public
schools for the purpose of promoting the physical
well-being of such students. Instruction in physi-
cal education may include calisthenics, gymnastics
and military drill; but no pupil shall be required to
take part in any military exercise if his parent or
guardian is of any religious denomination consci-
entiously opposed to bearing arms, or is himself so
opposed, and the school committee is so notified in
writing; and no pupil shall be required to take part
in physical education exercises if a licensed physi-
cian certifies in writing that in his opinion such
physical education exercises would be injurious to
the pupil.
Amended by St.1962, c. 301, § 2; St.1966, c. 150;
Si. 1979, c. 81.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1826, c. 143, § 7.
R.S.1836, c. 23, § 17.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 28.
St.1876, c. 47, § 1.
St.l881,c. 193, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 33.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 34.
St.1910, c.201.
St.1919, c. 292, § 7.
§ 4. High schools; maintenance; diplomas
awarded to veterans
Every town containing, according to the latest
federal census, five hundred families or household-
ers, shall, unless specifically exempted by the board
of education and under conditions defined by it,
maintain a high school, adequately equipped,
which shall be kept by a principal and such assis-
tants as may be needed, of competent ability and
good morals, who shall give instruction in such
subjects as the school committee considers expedi-
ent. One or more courses of study, at least four
years in length, shall be maintained in such high
school and it shall be kept open for the benefit of
all inhabitants of the town for at least the number
of days required by said board, exclusive of vaca-
tions, in each school year; provided, however, that
the date of graduation from such high school may
precede the regular closing date of the school by
not more than twelve school days. A school com-
mittee may determine that such school shall be
conducted for less than the number of days re-
quired by said board in any year during which
school has been closed because of epidemic, ex-
traordinary weather conditions dangerous to the
health or safety of pupils or other emergency, sub-
ject, however, to the provisions of section four A.
Each high school maintained by a town required to
belong to a superintendency union shall be con-
ducted in accordance with standards of organiza-
tion, equipment and instruction approved, from
time to time, by the board.
Notwithstanding any general or special law to
the contrary, school committees may award diplo-
mas to any World War II veteran, Korean War
veteran or Vietnam War veteran as defined in
clause Forty-third of section 7 of chapter 4, who is
a resident of the commonwealth, who attended the
high school maintained by the school committee,
who withdrew from secondary school before grad-
uation in order to serve in the armed forces of the
United States, who did not receive a high school
diploma as a consequence of that service, and who
was honorably discharged from the armed services.
The department of education and the department
of veterans' services shall jointly promulgate guide-
lines for the identification of eligible veterans by
school districts and for the awarding of the diplo-
mas by school committees.
Family members of deceased veterans, who oth-
erwise are eligible to apply for the diplomas, may
apply for a diploma for the veteran posthumously
under the same guidelines set forth by the depart-
ment of education and department of veterans ser-
vices.
Amended by St.1953, c. 260; St.1955, c. 109; St.1963, c.
530, § 1; St.1965, c. 572, § 15; St.1972, c. 100, § 1;
St. 1992, c. 403, § 20; St.2005, c. 130, § 8, eff. Nov. 11,
2005.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1789, c. 19, § 1.
St.1823, c. 111.
St.1826, c. 143, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 23, § 5.
St. 1850, c. 274.
St.l852,c. 123.
St. 1857, c. 206, § 2.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 2.
Si. 1868, c. 226.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 2.
St. 1898, c. 496, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 2.
St.1914, c. 556.
St.1918, c. 257, § 175.
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2.
St. 1928, c. 31.
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§ 4A. Failure to keep schools open for required
period; penalty
Every town which, without having received a
specific exemption from the board of education,
fails to keep open all schools required to be main-
tained under sections one and four or fails to
provide school facilities under section six for grade
nine through twelve, the number of days required
by said board in each school year shall have de-
ducted from the sum of school aid payable to it
under chapter seventy an amount equal to the
proportion which the number of such days during
which schools were not kept open bears to the total
number of days required that they be kept open by
said board.
Added by St.1963, c. 530, § 2. Amended by St.1965, c.
572, § 16; St. 1969, c. 254, § 5.
§5. Repealed, 1948, 643, Sec. 2
§ 6. Education in out-of-town high schools
If a town of less than five hundred families or
householders, according to such census, does not
maintain a public high school offering four years of
instruction, it shall pay the tuition of any pupil who
resides therein and obtains from its school commit-
tee a certificate to attend a high school of another
town included in the list of high schools approved
for this purpose by the department. The depart-
ment shall approve the high schools which may be
attended by such pupils, and it may, for this pur-
pose, approve a public high school in an adjoining
state. Whenever, in the judgment of the depart-
ment, it is expedient that such a pupil should board
in the town of attendance the town of residence
may, through its school committee, pay toward
such board, in lieu of transportation, such sum as
the said committee may fix.
If the school committee refuses to issue a certifi-
cate as aforesaid, application may be made to the
department, which, if it finds that the educational
needs of the pupil in question are not reasonably
provided for, may issue a certificate having the
same force and effect as if issued by the said
committee. The application shall be filed with the
superintendent of schools of the town of residence,
and by him transmitted forthwith to the depart-
ment with a report of the facts relative thereto.
Amended by St.1947, c. 679, § 4; St. 1998, c. 463, § 58.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l891,c. 263.
St. 1894, c. 436, § 1.
St. 1898, c. 496, § 3.
R.L.1902,c. 42, § 3.
St. 1902, c. 433.
St. 1911, c. 537.
St.1913, c. 396.
St.1918, c. 198, §§ 3, 8.
St.l921,c. 296, § 1.
St. 1930. c. 48.
§ 6A. Admission of students from outside Com-
monwealth
Any city, town, or regional school district, acting
through its school committee, may, if the school
committee finds it has adequate space, accept in
any of its schools, including vocational schools, any
pupil who resides outside the commonwealth and
may contract with the parent or guardian of the
pupil, or, if the school committee of the city or
town where the child resides, is authorized by law
to so contract, with such school committee, for the
admission of the pupil into its school system and
for a tuition charge which shall in no case be less
than the average expense per pupil in such school
for the period of attendance. The school commit-
tee may vote to waive all or part of such tuition
charge.
Added by St.1963, c. 9. Amended by St. 1970, c. 246, § 1;
St.1998, c. 463, § 59.
§ 7. Repealed, 1947, 679, Sec. 5
§ 7A. Transportation of pupils; payment of
costs; limitations
The state treasurer shall annually, on or before
November twentieth, pay to the several towns sub-
ject to appropriation, the sums required as reim-
bursement for expenses approved by the commis-
sioner of education, incurred by any town for the
transportation of pupils not more than twice daily
between any school within the town, or in another
town, and the pupil's home, a child care center
licensed or approved by the department of early
education and care, or a child care facility which
is part of a public school system or a private, orga-
nized educational system, in accordance with stan-
dards approved by the school committee, in excess
of five dollars per annum per pupil in the net
average membership of such town; provided, how-
ever, that (a) no reimbursement for transporting a
pupil between school and home shall be made on
account of any pupil who resides less than one and
one-half miles from the school which he attends,
measured by a commonly traveled route; (b) no
reimbursement for transporting a pupil between
school and a child care center licensed or ap-
proved by the department of early education and
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care, or a child care facility which is part of a
public school system or a private, organized edu-
cational system, shall be made if the distance be-
tween the school and said facility is less than one
and one-half miles, measured by a commonly trav-
eled route, nor for transportation to a day care
facility located outside the boundaries of the
school district; (c) the amount of grant, per pupil,
for transportation to private schools in towns
which furnish such transportation, shall not ex-
ceed the amount of grant per pupil for transporta-
tion to public schools; (d) no contract shall be
awarded except upon the basis of prevailing wage
rates, as hereinafter provided, and of competitive
sealed bids pursuant to chapter thirty B; and (e)
no reimbursement for transporting a pupil be-
tween school and home shall be made to a school
system which does not certify to the department of
education in a manner prescribed by the depart-
ment that the average number of students trans-
ported over a period of an academic year does not
equal or exceed seventy-five percent of the carry-
ing capacity of the bus or other transportation
system used by said school system; provided, how-
ever, that this section shall not apply to any school
district which is, or has been, subject to the provi-
sions of a court-ordered busing program. Nothing
in this paragraph shall be construed to mean that,
with the consent of a pupil's parent or guardian, a
school committee is in any way prohibited from
providing transportation for a pupil to any loca-
tion. No expense incurred by a town for the
transportation of pupils shall be approved by the
commissioner for the purpose of such reimburse-
ment, if it appears to him, after diligent inquiry,
that such expense has been incurred for transpor-
tation for which reimbursement is not authorized
hereunder or has been incurred pursuant to any
contract awarded in violation of any provision of
this section or of section four of chapter forty.
The department shall advise and assist the school
committees of the several towns relative to the
transportation of pupils at the lowest cost com-
mensurate with their safety, including the planning
of routes and the selection and use of equipment.
Prior to awarding a contract, the school commit-
tee in a city or in a town having a population of
sixteen thousand or over shall request the commis-
sioner of labor and industries to determine the rate
of wages to be paid to each person to be employed
by the bidder under said contract, and shall for-
ward to the commissioner a list of jobs to be
performed under the contract. The commissioner
shall proceed forthwith to determine the same, and
shall furnish said school committee with a schedule
of such rate or rates of wages. The determined
rate per hour of said wages to be paid to each
person employed by the bidder in cities and towns
outside of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority shall not be less than those established by
collective bargaining agreements or understand-
ings between organized labor and employers in
such city or town for operators of motor buses;
provided, however, that collective bargaining
agreements or understandings pertaining to ser-
vices to be provided under contract with any re-
gional transit authority shall not be included in
said determination; and provided, further, that in
cities or towns where such rate or rates have been
so established, the wages determined shall not be
less than the wages for that type of employment by
such bidders. The determined rate per hour of
said wages to be paid to each person employed by
the bidder in cities and towns within said authoi it\
shall not be less than the mean average of those
wages established by collective agreements or un-
derstandings, relative to the transportation of pu-
pils, between organized labor and employers in the
commonwealth for operators of motor buses used
solely for the transportation of pupils; provided,
that in cities or towns where such rates have been
so established, the wages determined shall not be
less than the wages paid for that type of employ-
ment by such bidders.
Whoever pays or agrees to pay less than said rate
or rates of wages to any person performing work
within the schedule and whoever, for himself, or as
representative, agent or officer of another person,
accepts as a rebate, refund or gratuity, or in any
other guise, any part or portion of the wages paid
to any such person for work done or service ren-
dered under said contract, shall be punished by a
fine of not less than one hundred nor more than
five hundred dollars. Whoever is convicted of a
second violation of this paragraph shall be prohib-
ited from contracting, directly or indirectly, with
any city or town for a period of two years from the
date of such conviction.
In advertising for or inviting bids, said school
committee shall incorporate said schedule in the
advertisement or invitation by an appropriate refer-
ence thereto, and shall furnish a copy of said
schedule, without cost, to any person requesting
the same. Said schedule shall be made a part of
the contract, and shall continue to be the minimum
rate or rates of wages during the life of the con-
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tract. The bidder shall cause a copy of said sched-
ule to be kept posted in a conspicuous place during
the life of the contract.
No town shall be reimbursed for its transporta-
tion expense, in any year, an amount less than the
amount of reimbursement for such expense re-
ceived in the year nineteen hundred and forty-six.
Added by St. 1947, c. 679, § 1. Amended by St. 1949, c.
754; St.1962, c. 729, §§ 1,2; St.1963, c. 539; St.1966, c.
14, §§ 47, 48; St.1976, c. 286, § 1; St.1981, c. 310;
St.1987, c. 767, § 1; St.1989, c. 687, § 20; St.1991, c.
138, § 335; St.1992, c. 286, § 147; St.2008, c. 215, § 54,
eff. July 31, 2008.
§ 7B. Transportation of pupils; reimbursement
of costs; determination of amount; use
of funds
To provide for the reimbursement of part of the
cost not reimbursable under section seven A in-
curred directly by a school department or indirect-
ly by a city or town on account of an assessment
made to meet the cost of maintaining a public
transportation system used for the transportation
of pupils in a city or town using public transporta-
tion facilities licensed under the provisions of sec-
tions one and seven of chapter one hundred and
fifty-nine A or operated under the provisions of
chapter one hundred and sixty-one A or chapter
one hundred and sixty-one B for the transporting
of pupils to and from school who reside more than
one and one half miles from the school they attend
as determined by the commissioner, or, if the de-
termination of the number of pupils residing more
than one and one half miles from the school of
attendance is impracticable, the commissioner
shall make such determination according to the
following formula: From the net average member-
ship in the public and private schools, determined
as provided in section five of chapter seventy, the
commissioner shall estimate the number of pupils
who reside more than one and one half miles from
the school they attend, which number shall not
exceed ten per cent of said net average member-
ship.
The commissioner shall on or before November
first of each year, certify to the commissioner of
revenue a transportation allowance payable to such
city or town for the preceding school year, the
amount of such allowance to be determined by him
by multiplying the number of pupils or the estimat-
ed number of pupils residing more than one and
one half miles from the school by the average cost
per pupil in the city or town for transporting all
such pupils; provided that such cost shall not
exceed twenty cents per pupil per day.
Funds received by each city or town shall be
used to pay the cost of providing public transporta-
tion or to reimburse a city or town for payments on
account of any assessment made upon it to meet
the cost of maintaining a public transportation
system, provided that notwithstanding the provi-
sions of this section, no amount shall be approved
as a reimbursement by the commissioner as herein
provided in excess of the amount to be paid by
such a city or town for said public transportation.
Added by St. 1964, c. 563, § 8. Amended by St. 1973, c.
1 141, § 5; St.1978, c. 514, § 188; St.1998, c. 463, § 60.
§ 7C. Bus transportation programs; financial
assistance
No financial assistance shall be provided by the
commonwealth for the purchase of buses or the
operation thereof to any applicant for such assis-
tance unless such applicant and the secretary of
transportation and construction shall have first en-
tered into an agreement that such applicant will
not engage in school bus operations, exclusively for
the transportation of students and school person-
nel, in competition with private school bus opera-
tors. This section shall not apply to an applicant
with respect to operation of a school bus program
if the applicant operates a school system in the
area to be served and operates a separate and
exclusive school bus program for this school sys-
tem. This section shall not apply unless private
school bus operators are able to provide adequate
transportation at reasonable rates, and in conform-
ance with applicable safety standards.
Added by St.1976, c. 518, § 1.
§§ 8, 9. Repealed, 1948, 643, Sec. 2
§ 10. Expenses of physically disabled children
If the school committee of a town of less than
five hundred families or householders not main-
taining a public high school offering four years of
instruction, pays, with the approval of the depart-
ment, for the instruction of a pupil who by reason
of physical disability is unable to attend a high
school in another town, the commonwealth shall
reimburse the town therefor under the same condi-
tions and to the same amount as for tuition in such
a high school, and for transportation thereto, but
not exceeding one hundred dollars a year in lieu of
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tuition plus one dollar and fifty cents per week of
actual instruction in lieu of transportation.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1918, c. 198, § 7.
§ 11. High school; definition
For the purposes of the six preceding sections, a
"high school" is defined as that part of the school
system which furnishes instruction in addition to
that offered in the first eight grades and other than
vocational instruction directly aided by the com-
monwealth.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1918, c. 198, § 1.
§ 12. Repealed, 1969, 254, Sec. 6
§ 13. Requested courses; school committee ap-
proval
In every public school having not less than one
hundred and fifty pupils, any course not included
in the regular curriculum shall be taught if the
parents or guardians of not less than thirty pupils
or of a number of pupils equivalent to five per cent
of the pupil enrollment in the high school, which-
ever is less, request in writing the teaching thereof;
provided that said request is made and said enroll-
ment is completed before the preceding August
first; provided, further, a qualified teacher is avail-
able to teach the course; and provided, further,
that the approval and implementation of said
course is voted by two-thirds or more of the full
membership of the school committee. The teach-
ing of any course as provided by this section may
be discontinued if the enrollment of pupils falls
below fifteen. Such courses as may be taught
under this section shall be given the same aca-
demic credit necessary for a high school diploma
as is given to similar courses taught in said public
high school, provided that the school committee
shall make a determination as to the credit equiva-
lency of such course prior to its being offered.
Amended bv St. 1972, c. 215, § 1; St.1973, c. Ill:
St.1975, c. 305; St.1979, c. 259; St.1981, c. 662.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 200.
§§ 13A to 13C. Repealed, 1972, 215, Sec. 2
§ 13D. High schools; required subjects; driver
training
Motor vehicle driving education may be incorpo-
rated as a phase of the safety education program in
high schools of the commonwealth. The content of
driver education courses shall be established by the
registrar of motor vehicles. No school committee
and no high school, public or private, shall employ
a person to conduct a driver education course
unless the person is certified by the registrar as a
driving instructor. Courses in motor vehicle driver
education may be given as evening courses in the
schools of any town for the training of persons
under twenty-five years of age. No person shall be
precluded from taking any such course because he
is licensed to operate motor vehicles. School com-
mittees may fix reasonable fees for tuition in such
evening courses or may provide that no fee shall be
charged. If a motor vehicle driver education
course is required pursuant to the provisions of
section thirteen such courses shall consist of class-
room and behind-the-wheel training; provided,
however, that no school committee shall be re-
quired to include behind-the-wheel training during
the regular school day as part of such course.
The front seats of motor vehicles used for driver
education under this section shall be equipped with
safety belts for the instructor and the pupil.
A driver education course shall include a motor-
cycle awareness program module, as approved by
the Motorcycle Safety Foundation, to ensure that
new operators of motor vehicles have some knowl-
edge and awareness of motorcycles on roadways
for the safety of motorcyclists. Two dollars from
each motorcycle registration fee paid under section
34 of chapter 90 shall be used to fund the cost of
the required materials for the motorcycle aware-
ness program module required by this section.
Added by St.1948, c. 205. Amended by St.1954, c. 49;
St.1963, c. 349, § 1; St.1967, c. Ill; St. 1978, c. 456,
§ 1; St.2004, c. 126, § 1, eff. Sept. 8, 2004; St.2006, c.
428, § 1, eff. Jan. 3,2007.
§ 13E. Repealed, 1972, 215, Sec. 2
§ 13F. Broadcast and television facilities; cost
of program; executive committee for
educational television
The course of study in elementary and high
schools may include instruction by means of edu-
cational programs broadcast through the facilities
of television stations. The cost of such programs
may be shared by cities and towns within viewing
range of such television stations and the school
committee of each such city or town may include
within its budget such funds not to exceed one
dollar per pupil enrolled in public elementary and
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high schools in such city or town, for the payment
thereof as it may deem advisable. The state trea-
surer shall annually, on or before November twen-
tieth, reimburse each city or town which has
shared the cost of such programs, as evidenced by
the written agreement of each such city or town
with the executive committee for educational tele-
vision, a sum equal to fifty per cent of the total
share paid by such city or town for the then cur-
rent fiscal year. Said reimbursement shall be sub-
ject to appropriation and shall not exceed a total
reimbursement to the several such cities or towns
of more than two hundred and fifty thousand dol-
lars. Other educational agencies may participate
in this program by a financial contribution. The
board of education, with the advice of the commis-
sioner, shall appoint a committee to co-ordinate
and administer such programs. Said committee
shall be known as the executive committee for
educational television, in this section and sections
thirteen G to thirteen /, inclusive, called the com-
mittee. The committee shall consist of twelve
members, of whom at least seven shall be represen-
tatives of contributing school systems. As the term
of office of a member expires his successor shall be
appointed in like manner for a term of four years.
The members of the committee shall serve without
compensation, except that they may be reimbursed
for their necessary expenses actually incurred in
the performance of their duties.
Added by St. 1957, c. 709. Amended by St. 1960, c. 567,
§ 1; St.1971, c. 1115.
§ 13G. Executive committee for educational
television; rules and regulations;
personnel
Subject to the approval of the board of edu-
cation, the executive committee for educational
television shall act in matters pertaining to edu-
cational television. Said committee may adopt
rules for the conduct of its business. A majority of
the members shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. Said committee shall rec-
ommend to said board of education the appoint-
ment of such professional personnel as is necessary
to carry on the work of the committee, and may
recommend the appointment of such clerical, engi-
neering, legal, or other assistants as it deems nec-
essary, provided, however, that no obligation shall
be incurred for the payment of salaries or other
compensation to any such employee, except from
available funds appropriated to the board of edu-
cation by the general court or from such other
funds as may be held in trust by the said commit-
tee.
Added by St. 1 960, c. 567, § 1.
§ 13H. Educational television program fund;
accounts and reports
The committee may establish and manage under
such regulations as it may from time to time pre-
scribe, a trust fund to be known as the Educational
Television Program Fund. All funds received from
school committees, organizations, or individuals
for the purposes of sections thirteen F to thirteen I,
inclusive, shall be credited to said Fund and shall
be deposited in the state treasury and may be
expended by the committee for such purposes with-
out appropriation; provided, that no obligation
shall be incurred for any expenditure in excess of
sums available therefor.
The committee shall cause accurate accounts to
be kept at all times of all receipts and expenditures
of funds received by it, and shall make a report of
the same annually in December to the board of
education.
Added by St. 1 960, c. 567, § 1.
§ 13/. Executive committee for educational
television; powers and duties
In order to carry out its duties, said committee,
from time to time and within the limits of appropri-
ation therefor and of available trust funds, may
—
(a) Acquire, construct, hold, lease and dispose of
real and personal property;
(b) Prepare programs, enter into agreements
providing for the furnishing of programs, and the
disposition thereof within and without the com-
monwealth, equipment, assistance and personnel;
purchase broadcast time; and enter into other con-
tracts;
(c) Obtain assistance from, and co-operate with
others, including, without restriction, institutions
of learning and groups interested in television
broadcasting;
(d) Hold and administer real and personal prop-
erty, and money given, whether outright or in trust;
and
(e) Do all acts and things necessary or conve-
nient to carry out the purposes for which the
committee is created.
Said committee shall not provide or sponsor any
program which advertises a commercial product or
590
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 71 § 14B
service, or any program wherein any denomina-
tional religious doctrine is inculcated, or any pro-
grams founding, maintaining or aiding any church,
religious denomination or society, providing that
nothing in this section shall be construed as pre-
venting the furtherance of belief in a Supreme
Being, nor shall any programs designed to aid any
political party or candidate for public office be
permitted.
Added by St. 1960, c. 567, § 1.
§ 14. Regional school district planning commit-
tee; creation; membership
Any town, by vote in town meeting duly called
therefor, may create a special unpaid committee to
be known as a regional school district planning
committee, to consist of three members, including
one member of the school committee, to be ap-
pointed by the moderator; and may at the same
meeting or at a subsequent meeting appropriate for
the expense of said committee such sum or sums,
not exceeding one tenth of one per cent of the
assessed valuation of such town in the preceding
year, as it may deem necessary. Regional school
district planning committees from any two or more
towns may join together to form a regional school
district planning board or boards. Such regional
school district planning board shall organize forth-
with upon its formation by the election of a chair-
man and secretary-treasurer.
Added bv St. 1949, e. 638, § 1. Amended by St. 1951, c.
331, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1848, c. 279, §§ 1 to 4.
G.S.I 860, c. 38, §§ 3 to 6.
P.S.1882, c. 44, §§ 3 to 6.
R.L.1902, c. 42, §§ 4 to 7.
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 176, 177.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1919. c. 292, § 1.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 14A. Duties of planning board
It shall be the duty of the regional school district
planning board to study the fiscal and educational
advisability of establishing a regional school dis-
trict, its organization, operation and control, and of
constructing, maintaining and operating a school
or schools to serve the needs of such district; to
estimate the construction and operating costs
thereof; to assess the educational soundness of
establishing such school or schools, to investigate
the methods of financing such school or schools,
and any other matters pertaining to the organiza-
tion and operation of a regional school district;
and to submit a report of its findings and recom-
mendations to the selectmen of the several towns.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1. Amended by St. 1951, c.
331, § 2; St.1995, c. 38, § 98.
§ 14B. Regional school districts; formation;
procedure
The said regional district planning board may
recommend that there shall be established a re-
gional school district which may include all the
towns represented by its membership, or alterna-
tively, any specified combination of such towns. If
the said regional district planning board so recom-
mends, it shall submit a proposed agreement or
agreements setting forth as to each alternative rec-
ommendation, if such be made, the following:
—
(a) The number, composition, method of selec-
tion, and terms of office of the members of the
regional district school committee.
(b) The town or towns in which, or the general
area within the regional school district where, the
regional district school or schools are to be located.
(c) The type of regional district school or
schools. Without limiting the generality of the
foregoing, the type of regional school may, if it is
so stated in the agreement, consist of a vocational
school or schools offering such kinds of education
as may be provided by towns under the provisions
of chapter seventy-four; and any other type of
regional school may, if it is so stated in the agree-
ment, offer said kinds of education. A town may
simultaneously be a member of a vocational re-
gional school district and any other type of regional
school district provided, however, that when a vo-
cational school district is in operation, no member
town of such district, and no other type of regional
school district of which such a town is a member
shall, without the approval of the commissioner of
education, offer the same kinds of education as
offered by said vocational school district.
(d) The method of apportioning the expenses of
the regional school district, and the method of
apportioning the costs of school construction, in-
cluding any interest and retirement of principal of
any bonds or other obligations issued by the dis-
trict among the several towns comprising the dis-
trict, and the time and manner of payment of the
shares of the several towns of any such expense.
(e) The method by which school transportation
shall be provided, and if such transportation is to
be furnished by the district, the manner in which
the expenses shall be borne by the several towns.
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(f) the terms by which any city or town may be
admitted to or separated from the regional school
district; provided, however, that in the case of
admission such terms shall not be inconsistent with
the provisions of section sixteen of chapter six
hundred and forty-five of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and forty-eight.
(g) The method by which the agreement may be
amended.
(h) The detailed procedure for the preparation
and adoption of an annual budget.
(i) Any other matters, not incompatible with law,
which the said board may deem advisable.
Copies of such agreement shall be submitted to
the department of education, and subject to its
approval, to the several towns for their acceptance.
Added by St.1949, c. 638, § 1. Amended by St.1951, c.
331, § 3; St.1952, c. 471, § 1; St.1955, c. 142, § 1;
St.1960, c. 650, § 1; St.1984, c. 388, § 2; St.1987, c.
746, § 1; St.2003, c. 46, § 75, eff. July 31, 2003.
§ 14C. Lease or sale of property to regional
school districts
The agreement made under section fourteen B,
or any amendment to such an agreement, may
contain provisions authorizing any member town
to sell, lease or grant a license to use any school
building and any land appurtenant thereto or used
in connection therewith to the regional school dis-
trict, and any such town may authorize such sale,
lease or license accordingly, notwithstanding the
provisions of section three of chapter forty or any
other provisions of law to the contrary. In case of
a sale, the price and time or times of payment and
the method by which the towns other than the
selling town shall be assessed for such payment
shall be set forth in the agreement or amendment;
but in no case shall payments be made which shall
extend over a period in excess of twenty years. In
the case of a lease or license to use, the rental or
license fee and terms of payment and assessment
shall be set forth in the agreement or amendment.
The lease or license to use may be for a term or
period not in excess of twenty years, and may
contain provisions for the extension of the lease or
license to use for an additional term or period not
in excess of twenty years, at the option of the
regional district school committee.
Added by St.1954, c. 214. Amended by St.1955, c. 58;
St.1955, c. 127, § 1.
§ 14D. Agreement; approval of indebtedness
The agreement made under section fourteen B,
or any amendment to such an agreement, may
provide that the incurring of indebtedness by the
district shall be approved by the registered voters
in the member towns pursuant to the provisions
of clause (n) of section sixteen. In any district
for which the agreement does not so provide, the
incurring of indebtedness shall be subject to dis-
approval by any member town pursuant to the
provisions of clause (d) of said section sixteen.
Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the
regional district school may, by vote of two-thirds
of all its members, require that the approval of
any particular authorized issue of indebtedness
shall be by the registered voters of the member
towns of the district pursuant to the provisions of
clause (n) of section sixteen rather than pursuant
to the provisions of clause (d) of said section six-
teen.
Added by St.1968, c. 376, § 1. Amended by St.1995, c.
38, § 99.
§ 14E. Regional school district committee
membership options
A regional school district may, by amendment to
its regional school district agreement, provide for
one of the following options concerning the mem-
bers of its regional district school committee: (1)
electing committee members by voters in member
communities with each community's representa-
tion apportioned according to population; (2)
electing members in district-wide elections to be
held at the biennial state elections; (3) electing
members with residency requirements in district-
wide elections to be held at the biennial state
elections; (4) weighing the votes of committee
members according to the population they repre-
sent; and (5) appointing committee members by
locally elected officials such as school board mem-
bers. Each regional school district shall designate
an individual to serve as district clerk.
If a regional school district decides to elect mem-
bers in district-wide elections to be held at the
biennial state elections or if any vacancy is to be so
filled, the district clerk shall notify the state secre-
tary by April fifteenth of the year of the biennial
state election of that fact and also of his name and
mailing address.
Added by St. 1 988, c. 10, § 10.
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§ 15. Acceptance of organization provisions by
electorate
The selectmen or council of each of the several
towns shall, upon receipt of the recommendation
that a regional school district should be formed
and of a proposed agreement therefor submitted in
accordance with the provisions of sections fourteen
to fourteen B, inclusive, or otherwise in the form
and with the approval required by said sections,
cause to be presented the question of accepting the
provisions of sections sixteen to sixteen /, inclusive,
and the proposed agreement or agreements. Said
question shall be determined, in a town having an
open town meeting, by vote with printed ballots at
an annual or special town meeting to be held in
either case within thirty days after receipt of such
recommendation by the selectmen and, in a town
having a representative town meeting or council, at
an annual or special town election to be held in
either case not less than thirty-live nor more than
fifty days after receipt of such recommendation.
The article in the warrant for such annual or spe-
cial town meeting or election and the question on
the printed ballots to be used at such meeting or
election shall be in substantially the following
form:
Shall the town accept the provisions of sec-
tions sixteen to sixteen /, inclusive, of chapter
seventy-one of the General Laws providing for
the establishment of a regional school district,
together with the towns of
and
, etc., and for construc-
tion, maintenance and operation of a regional
school by said district in accordance with the
provisions of a proposed agreement filed with
the selectmen?
YES.
NO.
If a majority of the voters present and voting on
said question in each of the several towns shall vote
in the affirmative, said sections sixteen to sixteen /,
inclusive, shall become effective, and the proposed
regional school district shall be deemed to be es-
tablished forthwith in accordance with the terms of
the agreement so adopted notwithstanding any de-
fect or omission in the creation or organization of
any regional school district planning committee or
regional school district planning board.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1. Amended by St. 1951, c.
331, § 4; St.1955, c. 141, § 1; St.1957, c. 53; St.1966, c.
136; St.1996, c. 454, § 27.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Sl.1918, c. 257, § 178.
Si. 1919, c. 5.
St.1920.c- 2.
§ 16. Status; powers and duties
A regional school district established under the
provisions of the preceding section shall be a body
politic and corporate with all the powers and
duties conferred by law upon school committees,
and with the following additional powers and
duties:
(a) To adopt a name and a corporate seal, and
the engraved or printed facsimile of such seal on a
bond or note of the district shall have the same
validity and effect as though such seal were im-
pressed thereon.
(b) To sue and be sued, but only to the same
extent and upon the same conditions that a town
may sue or be sued.
(c) To acquire property within the towns com-
prising the district under the provisions of chapter
seventy-nine and section fourteen of chapter forty
for the purposes of the district and to construct,
reconstruct, add to, remodel, make extraordinary
repairs to, equip, organize and operate a school or
schools for the benefit of the towns comprising the
district, and to make any necessary contracts in
relation thereto; provided, however, that no prop-
erty shall be acquired unless the town in which
such property is located approves such acquisition
by a two-thirds vote at a town meeting which shall
be called within sixty days after the district com-
mittee authorizes the incurring of debt for such
purpose.
(d) To incur debt for the purpose of acquiring
land and constructing, reconstructing, adding to
and equipping a school building or for the pur-
pose of remodeling and making extraordinary re-
pairs to a school building and for the construction
of sewerage systems and sewerage treatment and
disposal facilities, or for the purchase or use of
such systems with municipalities, and for the pur-
pose of purchasing department equipment; or for
the purpose of constructing, reconstructing or
making improvements to outdoor playground, ath-
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letic or recreational facilities; or for the purpose
of constructing, reconstructing or resurfacing
roadways and parking lots; or for the purpose of
any other public work or improvement of a per-
manent nature required by the district; or for the
purpose of any planning, architectural or engi-
neering costs relating to any of the above pur-
poses; provided, however, that written notice of
the amount of the debt and of the general pur-
poses for which it was authorized shall be given to
the board of selectmen in each of the towns com-
prising the district not later than 7 days after the
date on which the debt was authorized by the
district committee; provided further, that no debt
may be incurred until the expiration of 60 days
after the date on which the debt was authorized;
and provided further, that before the expiration of
this period any member town of the regional
school district may hold a town meeting for the
purpose of expressing disapproval of the amount
of debt authorized by the district committee, and
if at that meeting a majority of the voters present
and voting express disapproval of the amount au-
thorized by the district committee, the debt shall
not be incurred and the district school committee
shall prepare another proposal which may be the
same as any prior proposal and an authorization
to incur debt therefor. Debt incurred under this
section shall be payable within 30 years, but no
such debt shall be issued for a period longer than
the maximum useful life of the project being fi-
nanced as determined in accordance with guide-
lines established by the division of local services of
the department of revenue.
In the case of a vocational regional school dis-
trict, if the district agreement so provides or is
amended to so provide, such debt may also be
incurred if two thirds of the member towns do not
vote disapproval within said sixty day period pro-
vided that said towns which have not voted disap-
proval agree, within ninety days of the date on
which said debt was authorized, to pay the total
bond indebtedness authorized by the district com-
mittee without contribution by the member towns
which voted disapproval of the amount of said
debt. The member towns of such vocational re-
gional school district which have voted disapproval
of the new indebtedness shall have the right to
retain their membership in the school district as
provided in their district agreement except that
they shall not be allowed any added enrollment
that might result solely from the expansion of facil-
ities that occurs on account of said new indebted-
ness.
(e) To issue bonds and notes in the name and
upon the full faith and credit of said district; said
bonds or notes shall be signed by the chairman and
treasurer of the district committee, except that said
chairman by a writing bearing his written signa-
ture and filed in the office of said treasurer, which
writing shall be open to public inspection, may
authorize said treasurer to cause to be engraved or
printed on said bonds or notes a facsimile of said
chairman's signature, and such facsimile so en-
graved or printed shall have the same validity and
effect as said chairman's written signature, and
each issue of bonds or notes shall be a separate
loan.
(f) To receive and disburse funds for any district
purpose.
(g) To incur temporary debt in anticipation of
revenue to be received from any source. This
clause shall also apply to all regional school dis-
tricts established under the provisions of special
laws.
(h) To assess member towns for any expenses of
the district.
(i) To receive any grants or gifts for the purposes
of the regional district school or schools.
(j) To engage legal counsel.
(k) To submit an annual report to each of the
member towns, containing a detailed financial
statement, and a statement showing the method by
which the annual charges assessed against each
town were computed, together with such additional
information relating to the operation and mainte-
nance of such school or schools as may be deemed
necessary by the district school committee or by
the selectmen of any member town.
(/) To employ a superintendent of schools who
may also be a superintendent of one or more of the
towns comprising said district and to establish an
employment contract for a period of time to pro-
vide for the salary, fringe benefits, and other condi-
tions of employment, including but not limited to,
severance pay, relocation expenses, reimbursement
for expenses incurred in the performance of duties
of office, liability insurance, and leave for said
superintendent, and said superintendent shall have
all the powers and duties imposed upon school
superintendents by law.
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(m) To adopt an annual operating and mainte-
nance budget for the next fiscal year not later than
forty-five days prior to the earliest date on which
the business session of the annual town meeting of
any member town is to be held, but not later than
March thirty-first, provided that said budget need
not be adopted prior to February first; provided,
further, that a superintendent may, with the ap-
proval of a majority of the member communities,
submit said budget for approval following the noti-
fication of the annual local aid distribution, so-
called.
(n) To incur debt for the purposes and terms
specified in clause (d); provided that the vote of
the district committee authorizing such debt is
approved by a majority of the registered voters in
the member towns voting on the question at an
election called and held pursuant to the following
provisions. The election shall be called by a war-
rant addressed to the registered voters in the mem-
ber towns and signed by a majority of the members
of the district committee which shall set forth the
date of the election, the polling place or places in
each town, the hours during which the polls are to
be open and the question which is to appear upon
the ballot. Notice of the election shall be given by
posting a copy of the warrant attested by the secre-
tary of the committee in at least one public place in
each town and by publishing a copy thereof at least
once in a newspaper of general circulation in the
district, said posting and publishing to occur at
least ten days before said election. A certificate of
the secretary shall be conclusive evidence that the
warrant was duly posted and published. The num-
ber and location of the polling place, or places, in
each town shall be determined by the district com-
mittee after consultation with the selectmen there-
of; and the hours during which all the polls in the
district are open shall be uniform throughout the
district and shall be not less than four nor more
than eight consecutive hours. The district commit-
tee shall be responsible for preparing the ballots
used at the election. The town clerk of each town
shall certify the results of the election to the district
committee. Except as provided herein the election
shall be conducted in each town in the same man-
ner as town meetings for the election of town
officers. The expenses of the election shall be paid
by the regional school district as an operating
expense of the district; and if provision for their
payment is not included in the budget for the year
in which they are incurred, the district committee
may use any available funds of the district or may
transfer the sums required from appropriations
included in the budget. The defeat of a proposal
for incurring debt shall not prevent the resubmis-
sion of the same proposal as a new authorization.
(o) To refinance any debt incurred under para-
graphs (d), (e), or (n), in accordance with the
provisions of section 2 1 A of chapter 44.
(p) To lease, or lease with an option to purchase,
equipment for educational purposes. Such leases
may be made for periods not exceeding five years.
(q) To lease land and buildings for educational
purposes. Such leases may be made for periods
not exceeding five years.
d) To rent or lease with the approval of the
commissioner of education surplus space in a
school building of the district to house public or
private profit-making businesses or nonprofit or-
ganizations; provided, however, that if said school
building is in actual use such joint occupancy shall
not interfere with education programs being con-
ducted therein; and provided, further, that if said
school building is not in actual use, such lease
must be approved by the city or town in which the
said building is located. Such leases may be made
for periods not exceeding ten years. The monies
received from such rental or lease shall be kept
separate and apart from other funds in the district
treasury by the district treasurer, and the principal
and interest thereon may be expended without fur-
ther appropriation by the regional school district
committee for the upkeep of the facility in which
such surplus space is located; provided, however,
that any balance remaining in such account at the
close of a fiscal year shall be paid into the excess
and deficiency fund, so called, of the regional
school district as unencumbered funds and expend-
ed as provided in section sixteen Bfy.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1. Amended by St. 1955, c.
65; St.1956, c. 243; St.1961, c. 380; St.1962, c. 232,
§§ 3, 4; St. 1965, c. 367; St.1966, c. 137; St.1968, c. 376,
§ 2; St.1969, c. 849, § 71; St.1971, e. 265; St.1971, c.
919; St. 1972, c. 49; St. 1972, c. 134; St.1973, c. 1025,
§ 1; St.1973, c. 1049; St. 1974, c. 33; St. 1975, c. 141,
§ 1; St. 1978, c. 512, § 11; St.1978, c. 538, § 1; St.1985,
c. 523, § 1; St.1985, c. 732; St. 1987, c. 103; St.1990, c.
404, § 1; St. 1991, c. 138, § 134; St.1996, c. 140;
St.2003, c. 46, §§ 76 to 78, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2010, c.
188, § 57, eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1868, c. 278.
P.S.1882, c. 44, §§ 10, 11.
R.L.1902,c. 42, § 8.
St. 1919. c. 292, § 2.
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§ 16A. Regional district school committee; se-
lection, powers and duties of officers;
subcommittees
The powers, duties and liabilities of a regional
school district shall be vested in and exercised by a
regional district school committee organized in ac-
cordance with the agreement. The committee
shall choose a chairman and vice chairman by
ballot from its membership. The vice chairman
shall, in the absence of the chairman, exercise the
powers and perform the duties of said chairman.
It shall appoint a secretary and a treasurer who
may be the same person, but who need not be
members of said committee. The treasurer shall
receive and take charge of all money belonging to
the district, and shall pay any bill of the district
which shall have been approved by the committee.
The committee may appoint an assistant treasurer
who need not be a member of the committee, and
who shall, in the absence of the treasurer, perform
his duties and shall have the powers and be subject
to the requirements and penalties applicable to
him. The treasurer and assistant treasurer shall be
persons of ability and experience and may, by vote
of the committee, be compensated for their ser-
vices. A treasurer of a member municipality of the
district shall be eligible for appointment as treasur-
er or assistant treasurer. The treasurer and assis-
tant treasurer of the district shall be subject to
sections 35 and 109A of chapter 41, to the extent
applicable. A business manager, assistant superin-
tendent for business or employee with title of simi-
lar import with responsibilities similar to those of a
town accountant shall be subject to section 52 of
said chapter 41 and shall not hold the office of
treasurer or assistant treasurer or hold any respon-
sibilities for the receipt or disbursement of money.
If the office of secretary is vacant or if the secretary
is absent or is unable to perform his duties because
of disability, the committee may appoint a tempo-
rary secretary to hold such office and exercise the
powers and perform the duties thereof until a sec-
retary is duly appointed or the secretary who was
disabled or absent resumes his duties. The com-
mittee may appoint a school building committee
which shall have such powers and duties relative to
the construction, reconstruction, remodeling, re-
pair, expansion or equipping of school buildings or
facilities as the committee determines.
The committee may establish a subcommittee of
no less than three members for the purpose of
signing payroll warrants and accounts payable
warrants to allow for the release of checks; provid-
ed, however, that such subcommittee shall make
available to the committee at the next meeting, a
record of such actions of such subcommittee.
The committee shall solicit proposals and con-
tract with an independent certified public account-
ant to perform an annual financial audit and make
management recommendations, and shall receive
the audit report in public session. Copies of the
audit shall be provided within 10 days to the di-
rector of accounts and to the board of selectmen,
town manager, mayor or city manager, as the case
may be, in each member municipality.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1. Amended by St. 1958, c.
129; St.1963, c. 132; St.1964, c. 17; St.1968, c. 272;
St. 1973, c. 1104, § 1; St.1983, c. 149; St.2002, c. 6,
§§ 1,2.
§ 16B. Budgets; apportionment of expenses
The regional district school committee, by a two-
thirds vote of all its members, shall annually deter-
mine the amounts necessary to be raised, after
deducting the amount of aid such district is to
receive pursuant to section sixteen D, to maintain
and operate the district school or schools during
the next fiscal year, and amounts required for
payment of debt and interest incurred by the dis-
trict which will be due in the said year, and shall
apportion the amount so determined among the
several municipalities in accordance with the terms
of the regional school district agreement. The
amounts so apportioned for each municipality shall
be certified by the regional school district treasurer
to the treasurers of the several municipalities with-
in thirty days from the date on which the annual
budget is adopted by a two-thirds vote of the re-
gional district school committee, but not later than
April thirtieth. The regional school district trea-
surer shall include in the certification to each mu-
nicipality a statement setting forth the amount
which the district is to receive under said section
sixteen D for the ensuing fiscal year and the pro-
portionate share of such aid for such municipality,
the amount, if any, by which the unencumbered
amount in the excess and deficiency fund, so
called, of the regional school district at the end of
the preceding fiscal year, as certified by the com-
missioner of revenue pursuant to section sixteen B
l
fi, exceeded five per cent of the regional school
district's operating budget and its budgeted capital
costs for the current fiscal year, and the propor-
tionate share of any such excess in said fund by
which such municipality's assessment for the cur-
rent fiscal year was reduced.
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The regional school district treasurer shall pro-
vide a copy of the adopted budget to the chairmen
of the boards of .selectmen, chairmen of the finance
committees, mayors, presidents of the city councils
and the treasurers of the several municipalities.
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the con-
trary, the superintendent of schools of a regional
school district may, on matters relating to the re-
gional school budget, address the membership at a
city council meeting, a town meeting or a meeting
of the town council in a municipality having a town
council form of government in cities and towns
within the regional school district when the region-
al school budget is being considered.
The members of a regional school district, in-
cluding a vocational regional school district, may
elect to reallocate the sum of their required local
contributions to the district in accordance with the
regional agreement; provided, however, that the
total sum of their required contributions shall not
be decreased. Election shall be by approval of all
members of the district. Approval of each member
shall be given by majority vote at an annual or
special town meeting, in the case of towns, or by
majority vote of the council, in the case of cities.
The commissioner of education shall be notified
upon the adoption of this section by this district.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect
the calculation of the members' required local con-
tributions for any succeeding year as provided by
chapter seventy of the General Laws.
The annual regional school district budget as
adopted by a two-thirds vote of the regional school
district committee shall require the approval of
two-thirds of the local appropriating authorities of
the member municipalities. The regional school
district budget so approved shall be apportioned
between or among the member municipalities and
paid in accordance with the terms of the agree-
ment.
In the event that the regional school district
budget in a regional school district is not approved
by at least two-thirds of the member municipalities
as required by this section, the regional school
district committee shall have thirty days to recon-
sider, amend and resubmit a budget on the basis of
the issues raised. The amounts required to be
raised on account of the regional school district
budget shall be reapportioned between or among
the member municipalities by the regional school
district committee and a copy of the amended
budget shall be provided, not later than seven days
from the date the amended regional school district
budget was adopted by the regional school district
committee, to the chairmen of the boards of select-
men, chairmen of the finance committees, mayors,
presidents of the city councils and treasurers of the
member municipalities. With the approval of the
commissioner of education, a regional school dis-
trict committee may have an additional fifteen days
within which to reconsider, amend and reappor-
tion said budget. The respective amounts reappor-
tioned between or among the member municipali-
ties by the regional school district committee shall
be recertified by the district treasurer to the trea-
surers of the member municipalities not later than
seven days from the date the amended regional
school district budget was adopted by the regional
school district committee. Prior to the expiration
of forty-five days from the date on which such
budget was adopted by the regional school district
committee, each member municipality shall hold a
meeting of the local appropriating authority to act
upon the appropriation of the budget so reappor-
tioned and recertified to it. If the appropriating
authorities of at least two-thirds of the member
municipalities vote to appropriate the amounts so
reapportioned and recertified to them, such budget
shall be considered approved and shall be appor-
tioned between or among the member municipali-
ties and paid by them in accordance with the terms
of the regional school district agreement. In the
case of a regional school district having three or
more members, if the appropriating authorities of
more than one-third of the member municipalities
vote not to appropriate the amounts so reappor-
tioned and recertified to them, then the budget
shall again be recommitted to the regional school
district committee for action pursuant to this para-
graph. In the case of a two-member regional
school district, if the appropriating authority of
either member municipality votes not to appropri-
ate the amount so reapportioned and recertified to
it, the provisions of the following paragraph shall
apply.
The regional school district committee shall con-
vene a special district-wide meeting open to all
registered voters in both municipalities at which
the amended regional school district budget, pro-
posed by the regional school district committee,
shall be considered. Such meeting shall be called
pursuant to a warrant, under the hands of at least a
majority of the regional school district committee,
notice of which shall be given at least fourteen days
prior to the date of such meeting. The warrant
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shall state the time, place and purpose of the meet-
ing and shall be directed to the district secretary,
who shall give notice by posting a copy in the city
or town clerk's office and at least two other public
places in each member municipality and who shall
further provide notice by publishing a copy of said
warrant in at least one newspaper in general circu-
lation within the member municipalities. The
boards of selectmen of the member municipalities
in a joint meeting shall, by a majority vote of those
present, appoint a town moderator or any other
person acceptable to the boards of selectmen to act
as moderator and the district secretary shall keep
the record of such meeting. Approval of the re-
gional school district budget shall require the affir-
mative vote of at least a majority of those present
and voting thereon, by a counted vote. The region-
al school district budget so approved shall be ap-
portioned between the member municipalities and
paid by them in accordance with the terms of the
regional school district agreement. If, after sub-
mission of the budget, no agreement is reached as
to a budget for the regional school district, the
district shall notify the Department of Education of
a lack of a budget and the commissioner, or his
designee, shall certify an amount sufficient for the
operation of the district and order the appropria-
tion thereof in an amount not less than l/u of the
total budget approved by the region in the most
recent fiscal year. Similar sums shall be certified
and appropriated for each successive month to
insure the continued provision of services by the
district until such time as a budget is adopted and
approved by the regional committee and member
towns in the manner otherwise provided herein.
In the event a budget is not adopted by December
first in any year, the department shall assume
operation of the district and funds for same shall
be deducted from local aid distributed to member
towns.
A member municipality of a regional school dis-
trict having three or more members need not hold
a meeting of its local appropriating authority to act
upon the appropriation of amounts reapportioned
and recertified to it if it has previously voted to
appropriate for the regional school district an
amount equal to or greater than the amount so
recertified to it, notwithstanding the provisions of
the fifth paragraph of this section. A municipality
that does not hold such a meeting prior to expira-
tion of forty-five days from the date on which an
amended budget was adopted by the regional
school district committee shall be deemed to have
voted to appropriate the amounts reapportioned
and recertified to it.
At any time after the adoption of the annual
budget, the regional district school committee may
reduce the amount to be raised by assessment to
the several municipalities and reapportion the re-
duced amount in accordance with the terms of the
regional school district agreement for apportion-
ment of costs. The regional school district treasur-
er shall recertify the amounts reapportioned to the
treasurers of the several municipalities within thir-
ty days from the date on which the regional district
school committee votes to reduce the annual bud-
get or assessments. If the recertification is made
after the annual town meeting of a member town,
the amount recertified shall be considered an
amendment to the amount required to have been
appropriated at that meeting without the necessity
for further action by the town, and, if the annual
assessment of taxes has not been made, the munici-
pal assessors shall include only the amount so
recertified in making the annual assessment of
taxes under the provisions of section twenty-three
of chapter fifty-nine.
For the purposes of this section, a vote or votes
by a local appropriating authority to appropriate
the municipality's apportioned share of the region-
al school district budget shall constitute approval
of the annual regional school district budget; pro-
vided, however, that any municipality's appor-
tioned share may not be increased in the same
fiscal year without approval of the local appropriat-
ing authority.
The clerk of each member municipality shall,
within seven days following a vote concerning a
regional school district budget or apportionment,
certify in writing to the treasurer of the regional
school district the results of such vote by the mu-
nicipality.
This section shall apply to all regional school
districts established under the provisions of a spe-
cial law, notwithstanding any contrary provisions
in any such special law.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1. Amended by St. 1958, c
619; St. 1969, c. 849, § 72; St.1973, c. 1025, § 2
St.1974, c. 492, § 12; St.1977, c. 823; St.1979, c. 132
St.1980, c. 580, § 6; St.1981, c. 744; St. 1982, c. 148
St.1984, c. 51; St.1987, c. 580, § 1; St.1990, c. 356
St.1991, c. 6, § 22; St.1991, c. 138, § 374; St.1996, c
151, § 220.
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§ 16BA. Excess and deficiency fund; surplus
funds used to reduce assessments
If the unencumbered amount in the excess and
deficiency fund, so called, of a regional school
district at the end of a fiscal year exceeds five per
cent of its operating budget and its budgeted capi-
tal costs for the succeeding fiscal year, the amount
in excess of the said five per cent shall be applied
by the regional school district committee to reduce
the amount to be raised by assessment on the
member cities and towns in accordance with the
terms of the agreement for apportionment of costs.
The commissioner of revenue shall certify the un-
encumbered amount in the excess and deficiency
fund, so called, of a regional school district, and
the amount, if any, by which it exceeds five per
cent of the districts operating budget and its bud-
geted capital costs for the succeeding fiscal year, at
the end of each fiscal year and shall report such
amount to the regional district school committee,
the board of selectmen in each member town and
the city council in each member city by December
first of each year. The regional district school
committee shall submit all information necessaiy
to perform said certification to the commissioner of
revenue at the close of each fiscal year but no later
than October thirty-first. The regional school dis-
trict treasurer shall recertify the amounts reappor-
tioned to the treasurers of the several towns within
thirty days from the date on which the district
school committee votes to reduce the amounts to
be raised by assessment. If the recertification is
made after the annual town meeting referred to in
the first paragraph of section sixteen B, the amount
recertified shall be considered an amendment to
the amount required to have been appropriated at
that meeting without the necessity for further ac-
tion by the town, and, if the annual assessment of
taxes has not been made, the town assessors shall
include only the amount so recertified in making
the annual assessment of taxes under the provi-
sions of section twenty-three of chapter fifty-nine.
This section shall be subject to the provisions of
section thirty-four of chapter seventy-one and shall
place no additional limitations on the budgetary
authority of the school committee.
Added by St. 1979, c. 738, § 1. Amended by St. 1987, c.
580, § 2; St.1988, c. 199, §§ 14, 15, 48.
§ 16C. School transportation
The regional school district shall be subject to all
laws pertaining to school transportation; and
when the agreement provides for the furnishing of
transportation by the regional school district, the
regional school district shall be obliged to provide
transportation for all school children in grades
kindergarten through twelve and the common-
wealth shall reimburse such district to the full
extent of the amounts expended for such transpor-
tation; provided, however, that no reimbursement
for transportation between school and home shall
be made on account of any pupil who resides less
than one and one-half miles from the school of
attendance, measured by a commonly traveled
route. The commonwealth shall further reimburse
such district to the full extent of the amounts
expended for the transportation of pupils between
school and a child care center licensed or approved
by the department of early education and care or a
child care facility which is part of a public school
system or a private, organized educational system,
in accordance with standards approved by the
school committee; provided, however, that no re-
imbursement shall be made if the distance between
the school and said facility is less than one and
one-half miles, measured by a commonly traveled
route, nor shall reimbursement be provided for
transportation to a day care facility located outside
the boundaries of the regional school district. The
state treasurer shall annually, on or before Novem-
ber twentieth, pay to the regional school districts,
subject to appropriation, the sums required for
such reimbursement and approved by the commis-
sioner of education.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1. Amended by St. 1952, c.
470; St.1966, c. 14, § 49; St.1987, c. 767, § 2; St.1991,
c. 138, § 132; St.2008, c. 215, § 55, eff. July 31, 2008.
§ 16D. Aid from state
(a) A regional school district shall be entitled to
receive state aid for construction of regional
schools. Each city or town in a regional school
district whether established under special or gener-
al law shall continue to receive such state aid for
educational purposes as it would be entitled to
receive if such district had not been formed. In
addition, the state treasurer shall, subject to the
provisions of subsection (c), upon certification by
the commissioner of education annually pay on or
before November twentieth to each regional school
district an amount computed as follows:
(i) seventy per cent multiplied by the product of
the regional school aid percentage multiplied by
the regional reimbursable expenditures of the re-
gional school district, for such districts which in-
clude grades kindergarten through twelve; or
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(ii) fifty per cent multiplied by the product of the
regional school aid percentage multiplied by the
regional reimbursable expenditures of the regional
school district, for all other regional school dis-
tricts.
(b) The definitions in section two of chapter sev-
enty shall apply to this section and the following
words and phrases as used in this section shall
have the following meanings:
—
"Regional reimbursable expenditures", the total
amount expended by a regional school district dur-
ing a fiscal year for the support of public schools
during said year exclusive of expenditures for
transportation, for food for school food service
programs and for capital outlays, after deducting
therefrom any receipts for tuition, receipts from the
federal government, the proceeds of any invested
funds, and grants, gifts and receipts from any other
source, to the extent that such receipts are applica-
ble to such expenditures; provided, however, that
in the first year that a regional school district is
formed or the year in which a regional school
district expands "regional reimbursable expendi-
tures" shall mean the total amount expended by a
regional school district in the fiscal year during
which time the regional school district becomes
operative or during which time the regional school
district expands for the support of the public
schools during said year exclusive of expenditures
for transportation, for food for school food service
programs, and for capital outlays, after deducting
therefrom any receipts for tuition, receipts from the
federal government, the proceeds of any invested
funds and grants, gifts and receipts from any other
source, to the extent that such receipts are applica-
ble to such expenditures; provided however that
amounts received by a regional school district un-
der this section as school aid shall not be so de-
ducted. The commissioner of education may, by
regulation, further define the expenditures and re-
ceipts that may be included hereunder.
"Regional school aid percentage," the amount by
which one hundred per cent exceeds the product,
to the nearest tenth of one per cent, of sixty-five per
cent multiplied by the regional valuation percent-
age; provided, however, that in no instance shall
the regional school aid percentage be less than
fifteen per cent.
"Regional valuation percentage," the proportion,
to the nearest tenth of one per cent, which the total
equalized valuation of all cities and towns in the
regional school district divided by the total school
attending children in all cities and towns in the
district bears to the average equalized valuation
per school attending child in the cities and towns
in regional school districts in the entire state.
(c) The receipt of the regional school aid as set
forth in clauses (i) and (ii) of subsection (a) shall be
subject to the following conditions:
(i) the formation of new regional school districts
and the expansion of currently existing regional
school districts shall be subject to the approval of
the commissioner of education;
(ii) except as provided in clause (iii) of this sub-
section, no regional school aid shall be paid prior
to the date of award of a contract for the construc-
tion of a regional school by the regional district
school committee or prior to the date the regional
district school committee enters into a lease of land
and buildings or portions of buildings in lieu of
such construction; and
(iii) in the case of regional school districts
formed for administrative purposes only, no re-
gional school aid shall be paid prior to the date on
which the regional school district has assumed
jurisdiction over the pupils in the district and the
commissioner of education has made a determina-
tion that member cities and towns have provided
sufficient and adequate school facilities for each
grade level included in the regional school district.
(d) In the event that the member communities of
a proposed regional school district should vote on
or before July first of any year to establish a region-
al school district on or before September fifteenth
of that same calendar year, then such regional
school district shall be entitled to receive, subject
to appropriation, on or before November twentieth
of that same calendar year, twenty-five per cent of
an amount of regional school aid computed in
accordance with the provisions of this section. For
purposes of this paragraph, regional reimbursable
expenditures shall mean the total amount expended
by the member communities for the support of
public school students who will be served by the
newly established regional school district, during
the fiscal year in which the member communities
voted to establish the regional school district, mi-
nus the exclusions currently provided for in this
section.
In the event that all of the member communities
of a partial regional school district should vote on
or before July first of any year to amend their
regional school district agreement to allow for ex-
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pansion into a full kindergarten through twelve
regional school district on or before September
fifteenth of that same calendar year, then such
expanded regional school district shall be entitled
to receive, subject to appropriation, on or before
November twentieth of that same calendar year,
twenty-five per cent of an amount of regional
school aid calculated upon the basis of an existing
kindergarten through twelve regional school dis-
trict. The regional school aid shall be computed in
accordance with the provisions of this section. For
purposes of this paragraph, regional reimbursable
expenditures shall mean the total amount expended
by the partial regional school district and the mem-
ber communities for the support of their public
schools during the fiscal year in which expansion is
voted, minus the exclusions currently provided for
in this section.
(e) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of
this section, for the fiscal year ending on June
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-four, region-
al schools shall receive the same amount of state
aid that they received in the fiscal year ending on
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-three;
provided, however, that any regional school that
received in the fiscal year ending on June thirtieth,
nineteen hundred and ninety-three less than seven-
ty-six percent of the amount of state aid that it
would have been entitled to pursuant to the forego-
ing provisions of this section if the full amount had
been appropriated for such state aid in said fiscal
year nineteen hundred and ninety-three shall re-
ceive an additional state aid payment in fiscal year
nineteen hundred and ninety-four such that the
total state aid for each regional school pursuant to
this section shall be no less than seventy-six per-
cent of the amount of state aid that it would have
been entitled to pursuant to the foregoing provi-
sions of this section if the full amount had been
appropriated for such state aid in said fiscal year
nineteen hundred and ninety-three; provided, fur-
ther, that any regional school district that is newly
reorganized pursuant to section fifteen subsequent
to June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-two
but prior to January first, nineteen hundred and
ninety-four shall receive seventy-six percent of the
amount it would otherwise have been entitled to
receive for expenses incurred in the first year of
operation as a reorganized school district pursuant
to the foregoing provisions of this section; provid-
ed, further, that any regional school district whose
member communities hold meetings on regionali-
zation prior to January first, nineteen hundred and
ninety-four and becomes newly organized prior to
April first, nineteen hundred and ninety-four shall
receive seventy-six percent of the amount it would
otherwise have been entitled to receive for ex-
penses incurred in the first year of operation as an
organized school district pursuant to the foregoing
provisions of this section.
(0 For fiscal years nineteen hundred and ninety-
four and subsequent fiscal years, the amount of
state aid distributed as base aid pursuant to chap-
ter seventy shall be deemed to be in full satisfaction
of the provisions of subsection (e).
(g) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, re-
gional bonus aid, but no other aid pursuant to this
section, shall be paid to any regional school district
formed after fiscal year nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three for the immediate five fiscal years follow-
ing the establishment of said regional school dis-
trict. Regional bonus aid shall be payable in an
amount equal to fifty dollars per foundation enroll-
ment, in the first fiscal year following the establish-
ment of said regional school district; forty dollars
per foundation enrollment in the second fiscal year
following the establishment of said regional school
district; thirty dollars per foundation enrollment in
the third fiscal year following the establishment of
said regional school district; twenty dollars per
foundation enrollment in the fourth fiscal year fol-
lowing the establishment of said regional school
district; and, ten dollars per foundation enrollment
in the fifth fiscal year following the establishment
of said regional school district.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1. Amended by St. 1967, c.
779; St.1974, c. 492, § 13; St.1975, c. 436, § 9; St.1987,
c. 730; St.1993, c. 71, § 34; St. 1993, c. 110, § 263;
St.1993, c. 495, § 24.
§ 16D!6. Monies received as nonresident tu-
ition or reimbursements from com-
monwealth for foster care children
All monies received by a regional district school
committee as tuition payments for nonresident stu-
dents and as reimbursements from the common-
wealth for students who are foster care children
shall be deposited with the district treasurer and
held in a separate account in the district treasury.
The receipts held in such a separate account may
be expended by said regional district school com-
mittee without further appropriation for expenses
incurred in providing education for such nonresi-
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dent students or for such students who are foster
care children.
Added by St. 1983, c. 340. Amended by St. 1998, c. 463,
§ 61.
§ 16E. Audits; payment of costs
The director of accounts in the department of
corporations and taxation shall annually cause an
audit to be made of the accounts of the regional
district school committee, and for this purpose he,
and his duly accredited agents, shall have access to
all necessary papers, books and records. Upon the
completion of each audit, a report thereon shall be
made to the chairman of the district committee,
and a copy thereof shall be sent to the chairman of
the selectmen and of the school committee of each
town which is a member of the district. The di-
rector shall apportion the cost among the several
towns which are members of the district on the
basis provided by section fourteen B, and submit
the amounts of each apportionment to the state
treasurer, who shall issue his warrant requiring the
assessors of the towns which are members of the
district to assess a tax to the amount of the ex-
pense, and such amounts shall be collected and
paid to the state treasurer as provided by section
twenty of chapter fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1.
§ 16F. Retirement system
The regional school district shall maintain a con-
tributory retirement system for non-teaching em-
ployees of the district, subject in all respects to the
applicable provisions of chapter thirty-two.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1.
§ 16G. Liability of towns for expenses of dis-
trict
No town in a regional school district shall be
liable for any obligation imposed on any other
town in said district by authority of sections four-
teen to sixteen /, inclusive, or of any agreement
thereunder, any other provision of law to the con-
trary notwithstanding.
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1.
§ 16G,£. Stabilization fund
A regional school district may, upon a majority
vote of all the members of the regional district
school committee and, with the approval of a ma-
jority of the local appropriating authorities of the
member municipalities, establish a stabilization
fund and may, in any year, include in its annual
budget for deposit in the stabilization fund an
amount not exceeding five per cent of the aggre-
gate amount apportioned to the member munici-
palities for the preceding fiscal year or such larger
amount as may be approved by the director of
accounts. The aggregate amount in the fund at
any time shall not exceed five per cent of the
combined equalized valuations of the member mu-
nicipalities. Any interest shall be added to and
become a part of the fund. The annual report
submitted to the member municipalities pursuant
to clause (k) of section sixteen shall include a
statement of the balance in the stabilization fund
and all additions to and withdrawals from the fund
during the period covered by such report.
The treasurer of the regional school district shall
be the custodian of such fund and may deposit or
invest the fund in such deposits or investments as
are legal for the deposit or investment of revenue
funds of the district or in such securities as are
legal for the investment of funds of savings banks
under the laws of the commonwealth.
The stabilization fund may be appropriated by
vote of two-thirds of all of the members of the
regional district school committee for any purpose
for which regional school districts may borrow
money or for such other district purpose as the
director of accounts may approve.
This section shall also apply to any regional
school district established under the provisions of a
special law.
Added by St. 1988, c. 225. Amended by St.2003, c. 46,
§ 79, eff. July 31, 2003: St.2010, c. 188, § 58, eff. July
27,2010.
§ 16H. Repealed, 2003, 46, Sec. 80
§ 16/. Severability of sections relating to re-
gional school districts
If any provision of said sections, or the applica-
tion of such provision to any person or circum-
stances, shall be held invalid, the remainder of said
sections and the application of such provisions to
persons or circumstances other than those as to
which it is held invalid, shall not be affected there-
by-
Added by St. 1949, c. 638, § 1.
§ 17. Repealed, 1991, 138, Sec. 336
§ 1 7A. Culinary arts program; special fund
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section and in any regional school district
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upon its acceptance by the school committee of
said district and a majority of the cities and towns
in said district by vote of the city council or board
of selectmen of said cities and towns, any income
received in a fiscal year not exceeding, in the
aggregate, fifteen thousand dollars derived from
the sale of products produced in a culinary arts
program conducted in any public high school shall
be deposited in a special fund by the school com-
mittee in any banking institution in the common-
wealth. Expenditures may be made from said spe-
cial fund by the school committee for the culinary
arts program without further appropriation, not-
withstanding the provisions of section fifty-three of
chapter forty-four; provided, however, that said
special fund shall not be used to pay the salary of
any employee, and in any fiscal year no more than
five thousand dollars from said fund shall be used
for the purchase of equipment. The treasurer of a
city or town shall annually audit the account of
said special fund and shall submit copies thereof to
the mayor, city council, city or town manager,
board of selectmen and school committee of such
city or town, and to the director of the bureau of
accounts. In regional school districts, the school
committee shall select the city or town treasurer
from among member cities and towns to complete
said audit and make such report.
Added by St.l981,c. 236.
§ 18. Evening schools
Any town may, and every town in which there
are issued during any year certificates authorizing
the employment of twenty or more persons who do
not possess the educational qualifications enumer-
ated in section one of chapter seventy-six, shall
maintain for not less than forty evenings during the
following school year an evening school or schools
for the instruction of persons over fourteen years of
age in orthography, reading, writing, the English
language and grammar, geography, arithmetic, in-
dustrial drawing, both free hand and mechanical,
the history of the United States, physiology and
hygiene and good behavior. Such other subjects
may be taught as the school committee considers
expedient.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1870, c. 248, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 7.
St.1883, c. 174, § 1.
St. 1898, c. 496, § 5.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 11.
St.1914, c. 590.
St.1918, c. 257, § 179.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 19. Evening classes in high schools
Every city of fifty thousand inhabitants shall
maintain annually an evening high school, in
which shall be taught such subjects as the school
committee considers expedient, if fifty or more
residents, sixteen years or over, competent in the
opinion of the committee to pursue high school
studies, shall petition in writing for an evening
high school and certify that they desire to attend.
Amended by St. 1939, c. 461, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1886, c. 236, § 1.
St. 1898, c. 496, § 6.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 12.
§ 20. Notice of evening schools; publication;
fees for instruction
The school committee shall, two weeks next be-
fore the opening of each term of the evening
schools, post in three or more public places in the
town notice of the situation of said schools, the
date of the beginning of the term, the evenings of
the week on which they will be in session, such
regulations as to attendance as it deems proper,
and the provisions of section ninety-five of chapter
one hundred and forty-nine. Except in the city of
Boston, the school committee may require from
each student, not bound by law to attend, an ad-
vance payment not exceeding twenty-five dollars
for each course offered for which the student regis-
ters and for which the town receives no reimburse-
ment from the commonwealth or any of its agents,
and not exceeding twenty dollars for each course
offered for which the student registers and for
which the town is reimbursed in whole or in part
by the commonwealth or any of its agents, which
fee may, at its discretion, be paid into the town
treasury to be credited to the school appropriation,
or be returned in whole or in part at such time and
under such conditions as the committee deter-
mines. In the city of Boston, the school committee
may require from each student, not bound by law
to attend, an advance payment not exceeding five
dollars, which may, at its discretion, be paid into
the city treasury to be credited to the school appro-
priation, or be returned in whole or in part at such
time and under such conditions as the committee
determines.
Amended by St. 1951, c. 680; St. 1962, e. 28; St. 1977, c.
137.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1887, c. 433, § 4.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 13.
St.1911, c. 309.
§ 20A. Instructional Materials Trust Fund
Any city, town or regional school district, located
within such city or town, which accepts the provi-
sions of this section may establish a fund to be
known as the Instructional Materials Trust Fund,
hereinafter in this section called the fund, and may
appropriate money for said fund, which will be
kept separate from all other monies by the city or
town treasurer or, in the case of a regional school
district, the treasurer of such regional school dis-
trict. Said fund shall be managed by a board of
trustees, hereinafter referred to as the board. The
superintendent of schools of the city or town, or in
the case of a regional school district, the superin-
tendent of the regional school shall be chairperson
of said board. In addition to the chairperson, the
board shall consist of: two school committee mem-
bers appointed by the school committee; two
teachers from the elementary grade levels kinder-
garten through grade six, inclusive, and two teach-
ers from the secondary grade levels, grades seven
through twelve, inclusive, appointed by the local
teachers organizations; one elementary school ad-
ministrator and one secondary school administra-
tor appointed by the superintendent of schools;
and two parents of students in the elementary
schools and two parents from the secondary
schools appointed by the mayor of a city or the
selectmen of a town, as the case may be, and in the
case of a regional school district, appointed by the
chairman of the regional school district committee.
The terms of office of the board members shall be
three years, except for the chairperson, who shall
serve ex-officio. A vacancy on said board occur-
ring by reason of the expiration of a term or other
cause shall be filled by the designated appointing
powers. A member of said board may be reap-
pointed.
Said fund may accept a gift or donation. The
principal of said fund shall not be expended. Said
board is hereby authorized to expend annually
ninety percent of the interest earned from the prin-
cipal of said fund for the purchase of instructional
materials; provided, however, that one-half of such
expenditure shall be for the benefit of grade levels
from kindergarten through grade six, inclusive, the
remaining half for the benefit of grade levels seven
through twelve, inclusive.
This section shall take effect upon its acceptance
by a city, town, or regional school district.
Added by St. 1991, c. 275.
establishment;
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§ 21. Continuation schools;
conditions
Every town which has accepted chapter three
hundred and eleven of the General Acts of nineteen
hundred and nineteen, and in which, in any year,
two hundred or more minors under sixteen are
employed not less than six hours per day by au-
thority of employment permits described in section
one of chapter one hundred and forty-nine or home
permits described in section one of chapter seven-
ty-six, exclusive of minors employed only during
vacations, shall, except as otherwise provided in
this section, and any other town which has accept-
ed said chapter three hundred and eleven, may,
through its school committee, local board of trus-
tees for vocational education, or both, establish at
the beginning of the next school year and maintain
continuation schools or courses of instruction for
the education of such minors, and for such others
as may be required to attend under section twenty-
five. The said schools or courses shall be in ses-
sion the same number of weeks in each year as the
local high schools, and the sessions shall be be-
tween the hours of eight in the morning and five in
the afternoon of any working days except Saturday.
If in a town required to establish continuation
schools or courses under this section, after exami-
nation of the records required to be kept under
sections eighty-six and eighty-nine of chapter one
hundred and forty-nine, it appears that in each of
two consecutive years the number of employed
minors described above falls below two hundred,
the school committee of said town may apply to the
department for exemption from the provisions of
this section, and, if specifically exempted by the
department under conditions defined by it, said
town shall be deemed to have come under the
permissive provisions of this section and shall so
remain until two hundred or more such minors in
any year are employed therein.
Amended by St. 1945, c. 133, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 805, § 1.
St.1919, c. 311,§ 1, els. I, 3, § 7.
St. 1922, c. 401.
§ 22. Attendance
Every minor described in the preceding section
shall, subject to the laws relating to the public
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schools, attend said schools or courses in the town
of his employment for not less than four hours per
week; but the attendance of minors who have been
required to attend continuation schools, and are
temporarily out of employment or business, shall
be for not less than twenty hours per week, if said
schools or courses are so long in session. Instruc-
tion in the regular schools may and upon applica-
tion of the parent or guardian shall be accepted as
equivalent to that required by this section and
section twenty-five.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l913,c. 805, § 11.
St.1919, c. 311,§ 1. els. 2, 3.
§ 23. Use of existing educational facilities
In the establishment and conduct of said schools
or courses, a town may take advantage of estab-
lished educational agencies, and may utilize any
suitable quarters approved by the department; but,
when established, the said schools or courses shall
be a part of the public school system of the town.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St,1919,c. 311, § 1, cl. 4.
§ 24. Cost of maintenance; source of funds
The town of residence of a person who is re-
quired by section twenty-two to attend a continua-
tion school of another town shall pay to such other
town a tuition fee to be fixed by the commissioner
of education, and not to exceed the average annual
maintenance cost per pupil of continuation schools
throughout the commonwealth, as last ascertained.
In default of payment, such fee may be recovered
in an action of contract.
Amended by St. 1966, c. 14, §§ 50, 51; St. 1978, c. 367,
§ 70D; St.1998, c. 463, § 62.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1913, c. 805, §§ 2,3.
St.1919, c. 31 1, § 2.
St.1922, c. 413.
§ 25. Unemployed minors; attendance require-
ments
Any minor under sixteen who has been regularly
employed in a town other than that of his resi-
dence, and who is temporarily unemployed, may be
required, under conditions approved by the depart-
ment, to attend a continuation school or course in
the town of his residence.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Si. 1913, c. 805, § 4.
St.1919, c. 311, § 3, cl. 1.
§ 26. Penalty for failure to establish or main-
tain school
A town required by section twenty-one to estab-
lish and to maintain continuation schools or
courses which refuses or neglects to appropriate
money necessary therefor, shall forfeit from funds
due it from the commonwealth a sum equal to
twice that estimated by the department as neces-
sary properly to provide for the same. A sum
equal to three fifths of such forfeiture shall be paid
by the state treasurer to the school committee of
the delinquent town, and the committee shall ex-
pend the same for such establishment and mainte-
nance to the same extent as if it had been regularly
appropriated by the town therefor.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1919, c. 311, § 6.
§ 26A. Extended school services for children
whose parents are employed; estab-
lishment; conditions
If the school committee of a town determines
that sufficient need exists therein for extended
school services for children, between three and
fourteen years of age, of parents who are em-
ployed, and whose employment is determined by
said committee to be necessary for the welfare of
their families, said school committee, subject to
section twenty-six B, and with the approval of the
city council or selectmen may establish and main-
tain such services.
Added by St. 1946, c. 165, § 1. Amended by St. 1979, c.
717, § 2.
§ 26B. Organization and operation of plan
If said school committee, upon determination by
it of sufficient need, votes that said services should
be established by it in such town upon approval of
the city council or selectmen, it shall submit in
writing a plan of said services to the commissioner
of education for his written approval; provided,
that said extended school services proposed in said
plan shall consist of such care as shall be deter-
mined by standards established by said commis-
sioner in consultation with the state department of
public health and shall be operated by said school
committee under the general supervision of said
commissioner; and provided further, that said
school committee shall establish as one of the rules
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of admission of any such child to the benefits of
said extended school services that the parents of
such child shall pay toward the cost of said services
such sum as said school committee shall deter-
mine. For the purposes of clause (2) of section five
of chapter forty, the establishment and mainte-
nance of said extended school services shall be
deemed to be included within the term "support of
public schools".
Added by St. 1946, c. 165, § 1. Amended by St. 1977, c.
480.
§ 26C. Contributions and federal funds; use
The commonwealth and the school committee of
any town may accept funds from the federal gov-
ernment for the purposes of sections twenty-six A
to twenty-six F, inclusive. The school committee of
any town may receive contributions in the form of
money, material, quarters or services for the pur-
poses of said sections from organizations, employ-
ers and other individuals. Such contributions re-
ceived in the form of money, together with fees
from parents and any allotments received from the
federal government for said purposes, shall be de-
posited with the treasurer of such town and held as
a separate account and expended by said school
committee without appropriation, notwithstanding
the provisions of section fifty-three of chapter forty-
four.
Added by St. 1 946, c. 165, § 1.
§ 26D. Borrowing in anticipation of federal
funds
If a town shall have a written contract with the
federal government whereby said government
grants or offers such town a sum of money to be
used with funds which may be provided in said
town for the purposes of sections twenty-six A to
twenty-six F, inclusive, and said town shall be
required primarily to pay that portion of the ex-
penses for which reimbursement is to be received
from the grant, the treasurer of such town, with the
approval of the mayor, or of the city manager, if
any, or of the selectmen, as the case may be, in
anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds of such
grant, may incur debt, outside the debt limit, to an
amount not exceeding the amount of the grant as
shown by the agreement, and may issue notes
therefor, payable in not exceeding one year from
their dates. Any loan so issued for a shorter period
than one year may be refunded by the issue of
other notes maturing within the required period;
provided, that the period from the date of issue of
the original loan to the date of maturity of the
refunding loan shall not be more than one year.
The proceeds of the grant, so far as necessary, shall
be applied to the discharge of the loan.
Added by St. 1 946, c. 165, § 1.
§ 26E. Repealed, 1978, 367, Sec. 70E
§ 26F. Repealed, 1966, 14, Sec. 52
§ 27. Lectures
The school committee may employ competent
persons to deliver lectures on the natural sciences,
history, and kindred subjects, and may provide
cards or pamphlets giving the titles and authors of
books of reference on the subject matter of said
lectures contained in the local public libraries.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1893, c. 208.
St. 1900, c. 166.
R.L.I 902, c. 42, § 14.
§ 28. Summer schools
The school committee may establish and main-
tain schools to be kept open for the whole or any
part of the summer vacation; but attendance there-
on shall not be compulsory or be considered as a
part of the school attendance required by law.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1899, c. 246.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 15.
§ 29. Repealed, 1979, 717, Sec. 3
§ 30. Moral education
The president, professors and tutors of the uni-
versity at Cambridge and of the several colleges, all
preceptors and teachers of academies and all other
instructors of youth shall exert their best endeavors
to impress on the minds of children and youth
committed to their care and instruction the princi-
ples of piety and justice and a sacred regard for
truth, love of their country, humanity and universal
benevolence, sobriety, industry and frugality, chas-
tity, moderation and temperance, and those other
virtues which are the ornament of human society
and the basis upon which a republican constitution
is founded; and they shall endeavor to lead their
pupils, as their ages and capacities will admit, into
a clear understanding of the tendency of the above
mentioned virtues to preserve and perfect a repub-
lican constitution and secure the blessings of liber-
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ty as well as to promote their future happiness, and
also to point out to ihem the evil tendency of the
opposite vices.
Historical and Statutory Notes
C.L. c. 136, § 3.
St. 1789, c. 19, § 4.
St.1826, c. 143, § 3.
R.S.1836, c. 23, § 7.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 10.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 15.
R.L.1902,c. 42, § 18.
§ 30A. Repealed, 1986, 195
§ 31. Bible reading
A portion of the Bible shall be read daily in the
public schools, without written note or oral com-
ment; but a pupil whose parent or guardian in-
forms the teacher in writing that he has conscien-
tious scruples against it, shall not be required to
read from any particular version, or to take any
personal part in the reading. The school commit-
tee shall not purchase or use in the public schools
school books favoring the tenets of any particular
religious sect.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1826, c. 143, § 7.
R.S.1836, c. 23, § 23.
St. 1855, c. 410.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 27.
St.l862,c. 57.
St. 1880, c. 176.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 32.
R.L.I 902, c. 42, § 19.
§ 31 A. Guidelines for celebration of holidays
authorized
The school committee may set appropriate guide-
lines for the celebration of Christmas and other
festivals observed as holidays for the purpose of
furthering the educational, cultural and social ex-
periences and development of children.
Added by St. 1973, c. 209.
§ 32. Observance of Memorial Day
In all the public schools the last regular session,
or a portion thereof, prior to the last Monday in
May, known as Memorial Day, shall be devoted to
patriotic exercises.
Amended by St. 1970, c. 547, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1890, c. 111.
R.L.I 902, c. 42, § 20.
§ 32A. Sex education; policy regarding notice
to parents, exception
Every city, town, regional school district or voca-
tional school district implementing or maintaining
curriculum which primarily involves human sexual
education or human sexuality issues shall adopt a
policy ensuring parental/guardian notification.
Such policy shall afford parents or guardians the
flexibility to exempt their children from any por-
tion of said curriculum through written notification
to the school principal. No child so exempted
shall be penalized by reason of such exemption.
Said policy shall be in writing, formally adopted
by the school committee as a school district policy
and distributed by September first, nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-seven, and each year thereafter to
each principal in the district. A copy of each
school district's policy must be sent to the depart-
ment of education after adoption.
To the extent practicable, program instruction
materials for said curricula shall be made reason-
ably accessible to parents, guardians, educators,
school administrators, and others for inspection
and review.
The department of education shall promulgate
regulations for adjudicatory proceedings to resolve
any and all disputes arising under this section.
Added by St. 1 996, c. 291.
§ 33. Repealed, 1979, 439, Sec. 1
§ 34. Support of schools; appropriations; rec-
ommendations
Every city and town shall annually provide an
amount of money sufficient for the support of the
public schools as required by this chapter, provided
however, that no city or town shall be required to
provide more money for the support of the public
schools than is appropriated by vote of the legisla-
tive body of the city or town. In acting on appro-
priations for educational costs, the city or town
appropriating body shall vote on the total amount
of the appropriations requested and shall not allo-
cate appropriations among accounts or place any
restriction on such appropriations. The superin-
tendent of schools in any city or town may address
the local appropriating authority prior to any ac-
tion on the school budget as recommended by the
school committee notwithstanding his place of resi-
dence. The city or town appropriating body may
make nonbinding monetary recommendations to
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increase or decrease certain items allocating such
appropriations.
The vote of the legislative body of a city or town
shall establish the total appropriation for the sup-
port of the public schools, but may not limit the
authority of the school committee to determine
expenditures within the total appropriation.
Amended bv St. 1939, c. 294; St. 1979, c. 194, § 2;
St. 1980, c. 580, § 7; St.1981, c. 471; St.1981, c. 782,
§ 14; St.1992, c. 234; St. 1996, c. 450, § 122.
Historical and Statutory Notes
C.L. c. 137.
C.L. c. 305.
St. 1692-3, c. 26, § 5.
St.1701-2, c. 10, § 1.
St. 1718-19, c. 2.
St.1789. c. 19, §§ 6,7.
St.1826, c. 143, §§ 4, 10, 19.
St. 1829, c. 116.
R.S.1836, c. 23, §§ 9, 32, 60,61.
St.1859, c. 238.
St.1859, c. 252, §§ 4, 5.
G.S.1860, c. 38, §§ 12, 14, 15, 36.
St.l871,c. 145.
P.S.1882, c. 44, §§ 17, 19,20,46.
R.L.1902, c. 42, §§ 22 to 24, 49.
St.1919, c. 292, § 9.
St.1920, c. 78.
§ 34A. Transcript of student's record; avail-
ability
Any person operating or maintaining an edu-
cational institution within the commonwealth shall,
upon request of any student or former student
thereof, furnish to him a written transcript of his
record as a student. There shall be no charge for
any transcript originally furnished by any such
person hereunder, but for any duplicate or addi-
tional transcript furnished hereunder a charge of
not exceeding one dollar for each page, but not
exceeding five dollars for an entire transcript, may
be made by such person.
Added by St. 1 943, c. 547.
§ 34B. Remedy for failure to furnish transcript
of student's record
In case any person subject to section thirty-four
A shall refuse or neglect for thirty days after such
request to furnish such a written transcript, the
student or former student requesting the same or,
if a minor, his guardian or next friend, may present
to the superior court for the county within which
such person so subject resides or such institution is
located, or for the county of Suffolk, a petition
addressed to said court and praying for such relief
as it may deem proper in the circumstances; and
thereupon such court shall have jurisdiction of
such petition and may issue such orders relative
thereto as it may deem proper, and any failure or
refusal to obey any such order may be treated by
the court as a contempt thereof. Upon any such
petition the court may award costs and reasonable
attorney's fees to the petitioner.
Added by St. 1943, c. 547.
§ 34C. Repealed, 1965, 43
§ 34D. Student records; maintenance, storage,
destruction, etc.; inspection by par-
ent or guardian
The board of education shall adopt regulations
relative to the maintenance, retention, duplication,
storage and periodic destruction of student records
by the public elementary and secondary schools of
the commonwealth. Such rules and regulations
shall provide that a parent or guardian of any pupil
shall be allowed to inspect academic, scholastic, or
any other records concerning such pupil which are
kept or are required to be kept.
Added by St. 1972, c. 213. Amended by St.1976, c. 50,
§ 1; St.1981, c. 460, § 1.
§ 34E. Inspection of student records; persons
authorized
Each school committee shall, at the request of a
parent or guardian of a student, allow such parent
or guardian to inspect academic, scholastic, or any
other records concerning such student that are
kept or are required to be kept, regardless of the
age of such student. Each school committee shall,
at the request of a student eighteen years of age or
older, allow such student complete access to all
school records relative to him or her.
Added by St. 1973, c. 785. Amended by St.1981, c. 460,
§ 2.
§ 34F. Repealed, 1976, 50, Sec. 2
§ 34G. Private schools; transfer of transcripts
upon ceasing operation
In the event that any private educational institu-
tion providing a course of study through the twelfth
grade level ceases operation, the owner or adminis-
trators shall transfer transcripts of all students or
former students to the department of education;
provided, however, that in the case of a student
who is transferring to another private or public
educational institution, such student's records shall
be transferred to the school the student will be
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attending, rather than to the department. The
department may, upon request of a former student
of an educational institution which has transferred
transcripts pursuant to this provision, provide such
student with a copy of his transcript. For the
purposes of this section a transcript shall mean the
documentary record or records which contain the
name, address and phone number of the student,
the student's birthdate, name, address and phone
number of parent or guardian, course titles, grades,
or equivalent thereof when grades are not applica-
ble, course credit, grade level completed and the
year completed. Said educational institution shall
limit the student record information transmitted to
the department to that required to be contained in
the transcript.
Added by St. 1983, c. 235, § 1.
§ 34H. Noncustodial parents; receipt of infor-
mation for child enrolled in public
elementary or secondary schools; no-
tice to custodial parent
(a) Each public elementary and secondary
school shall provide student records, including, but
not limited to, the following information, in a time-
ly and appropriate manner to the parents of a child
enrolled in the school if the parents are eligible for
information under this section and request the in-
formation in the manner set forth in this section:
report cards and progress reports; the results of
intelligence and achievement tests; notification of
a referral for a special needs assessment; notifica-
tion of enrollment in an English language learners
program established under chapter 71 A; notifica-
tion of absences; notification of illnesses; notifica-
tion of any detentions, suspensions or expulsion;
and notification of permanent withdrawal from
school. Each school shall also make reasonable
efforts to ensure that other written information
that is provided to the custodial parent but not
specified in the preceding sentence be provided to
the requesting parent if that parent is eligible tor
information under this section. All electronic and
postal address and telephone number information
relating to either the work or home locations of the
custodial parent shall be removed from informa-
tion provided under this section. Receipt of this
information shall not mandate participation in any
proceeding to which notification pertains, nor shall
it authorize participation in proceedings and deci-
sions regarding the child's welfare which are not
granted through the award of custody. For pur-
poses of this section, any parent who does not have
physical custody of a child shall be eligible for the
receipt of information unless: (1) the parent's ac-
cess to the child is currently prohibited by a tempo-
rary or permanent protective order, except where
the protective order, or any subsequent order
which modifies the protective order, specifically
allows access to the information described in this
section; or (2) the parent is denied visitation or,
based on a threat to the safety of the child, is
currently denied legal custody of the child or is
currently ordered to supervised visitation, and the
threat is specifically noted in the order pertaining
to custody or supervised visitation. All such docu-
ments limiting or restricting parental access to a
students records or information which have been
provided to the school or school district shall be
placed in the student's record.
(b) A parent requesting information under this
section shall submit a written request to the school
principal.
(c) Upon receipt of a request for information
under this section, the school shall review the stu-
dent record for any documents limiting or restrict-
ing parental access to a student's records or infor-
mation which have been provided to the school or
school district and shall immediately notify the
custodial parent of the receipt of the request. Noti-
fication must be made by certified mail and by first
class mail in both the primary language of the
custodial parent and in English. The notification
shall also inform the custodial parent that informa-
tion requested under this section shall be provided
to the requesting parent after 2 1 days unless the
custodial parent provides to the principal of the
school documentation of any court order which
prohibits contact with the child, or prohibits the
distribution of the information referred to in this
section or which is a temporary or permanent
order issued to provide protection to the child in
the custodial parent's custody from abuse by the
requesting parent unless the protective order or
any subsequent order which modifies the protective
order, specifically allows access to the information
described in this section.
[ There is no subsection (d).J
(e) At any time the principal of a school is pre-
sented with an order of a probate and family court
judge which prohibits the distribution of informa-
tion pursuant to this section the school shall imme-
diately cease to provide said information and shall
notify the requesting parent that the distribution of
information shall cease.
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(f) The principal of each public elementary and
secondary school shall designate a staff member
whose duties shall include the proper implementa-
tion of this section.
[ There is no subsection (g).]
(h) The department of education shall promul-
gate regulations to implement the provisions of this
section. Said regulations shall include provisions
which assure that the information referred to in
this section is properly marked to indicate that said
information may not be used to support admission
of the child to another school.
Added by St. 1998, c. 285. Amended by St.2002, c. 218,
§ 7; St.2006, c. 62, §§ 1 to 3, eff. July 12, 2006.
§ 35. Beginning of term
In cities where no other provision is made in the
charter thereof, the term of office of members of
the school committee shall begin at the same time
with that of the members of the city council.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1846, c. 223, § 1.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 20.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 25.
Si. 1865, c. 134.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 25.
§ 36. Secretary; appointment; duties
The school committee shall appoint a secretary
who shall keep a permanent record book, in which
all its votes, orders and proceedings shall be re-
corded.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1838, c. 105, § 3.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 22.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 27.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 26.
§ 36A. Orientation for school committee mem-
bers
School committee members, within 1 year after
their initial election or appointment, shall complete
at least 8 hours of orientation concerning the re-
sponsibilities of their office at no cost to individual
school committee members. The orientation shall
include but not be limited to a review of school
finance, the open meeting law, public records law,
conflict of interest law, special education law, col-
lective bargaining, school leadership standards and
evaluations and the roles and responsibilities of
school committee members. The orientation shall
be provided by the Massachusetts Association of
School Committees, Inc. or any other entity ap-
proved by the commissioner of education after
consulting the association. The Association and
any other entity providing such orientation shall
offer every year at least 2 orientation sessions at no
required cost to eligible school committees. A
certificate shall be awarded to each participant
upon completion of the orientation and notice
thereof shall be filed with the clerk of the city or
town where the school committee member resides.
Added by St.2002, c. 416.
§ 37. Powers and duties; superintendent serv-
ing joint districts
The school committee in each city and town and
each regional school district shall have the power
to select and to terminate the superintendent, shall
review and approve budgets for public education in
the district, and shall establish educational goals
and policies for the schools in the district consis-
tent with the requirements of law and statewide
goals and standards established by the board of
education. The school committee in each city,
town and regional school district may select a
superintendent jointly with other school commit-
tees and the superintendent shall serve as the su-
perintendent of all of the districts that selected
him.
Amended by St.1993, c. 71, § 35; St.2010, c. 188, § 59,
eff. July 27, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 16.
P.S.1882, c. 44, §§ 7,21.
St. 1883, c. 174, § 2.
St. 1886, c. 236, § 2.
St. 1898, c. 496, § 6.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 27.
St.1918, c. 257, § 180.
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2.
§ 37A. Grants; acceptance and disbursement
School committees of cities and towns and re-
gional district school committees may accept
grants or gifts for educational purposes from feder-
al, state, county and municipal governments or
agencies thereof, charitable foundations and pri-
vate corporations and disburse the same for such
purposes. Any amounts so received by a school
committee of a city or town shall be deposited with
the treasurer of such city or town and held as a
separate account, and expended by said school
committee without further appropriation, notwith-
standing the provisions of section fifty-three of
chapter forty-four. Any amounts so received by a
regional district school committee shall be deposit-
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ed with the treasurer of such regional school dis-
trict and held as a separate account and expended
by said committee.
Added by St. 1958, c. 119. Amended by St. 1981, c. 134.
§ 37B. Purchase of or making payments to an-
nuities or investments
A school committee or a board of trustees of a
vocational school may, on a day appointed, which
shall be within ninety days of the opening of a
school year, enter into a written agreement with
any of its employees to purchase or make payments
to an individual or group annuity contract, custodi-
al account, or any other investment authorized
under section 403(b) of the Internal Revenue Code
for such employee; provided, however, that in no
event shall the total of the premiums paid for the
purchase of any such annuity, custodial account, or
other investment and the employee's includible
compensation for any year exceed the total annual
salary or compensation under the existing salary
schedule or classification plan applicable to such
employee in such year. As used in this section, the
words "includible compensation" shall have the
same meaning as in said section 403(b) and the
word "premiums" shall include contributions paid
to any such custodial account or other investment.
Such employee's rights under such annuity con-
tract, custodial account or other investment shall
be nonforfeitable. Any such contract shall be pur-
chased only from an insurer authorized to issue life
insurance or annuity contracts in the common-
wealth; any such custodial account or other invest-
ment shall be purchased only from a company or
corporation authorized to sell the same in the com-
monwealth; provided, however, that any such
committee may agree with any employee or pro-
spective employee who has any such annuity con-
tract, custodial account or such other investment in
force for at least ninety days prior to the effective
date of such agreement to continue to make premi-
um payments under such contract, account or in-
vestment subsequent to the effective date of such
agreement, without regard to whether or not such
contract, account or investment has been issued or
sold by an entity authorized to issue or sell such
contracts, accounts or other investments in the
commonwealth, but in such case any subsequent
contract shall be purchased only from an insurer
authorized to issue life insurance or annuity con-
tracts in the commonwealth, and any such custodi-
al account or other investment shall be purchased
only from a company or corporation authorized to
sell such accounts or other investments in the com-
monwealth. Upon execution of such an agree-
ment, the committee shall forthwith give written
notice thereof to the treasurer or other payroll
officer of the city, town or district, and shall certify
the amount and dates of premiums payable under
the terms of such contract, account or investment,
the name of the issuing insurer or selling company
or corporation and the office to which such premi-
um payments shall be made. Said treasurer or
other payroll officer shall transmit the premium
payments so deducted to the issuing insurer or
selling company or corporation within fourteen
days of the deduction. Said treasurer or other
payroll officer shall thereafter make such premium
payments while such contract, account or invest-
ment is in force and such employee is actively
employed by the committee and, upon written no-
tice duly given by the committee, shall make any
changes in the manner or amount of premium
payments required under the terms of any subse-
quent contract, account or investment entered into
by such employee and the committee, and shall
stop such premium payments when so notified by
the committee. A school committee shall not offer
to a teacher any such annuity plan, custodial ac-
count or other investment to the exclusion of any
other plan, custodial account or other investments,
whether group or individual.
Added by St. 1963, c. 466, § 3. Amended by St. 1967, c.
769, § 4; St. 1970, c. 279; St.1977, c. 224; St.1980, c.
564; St. 1981, c. 112, § 1; St.1987, c. 348, § 2.
§ 37C. Promotion of racial balance
It is hereby declared to be the policy of the
commonwealth to encourage all school committees
to adopt as educational objectives the promotion of
racial balance and the correction of existing racial
imbalance in the public schools. The prevention or
elimination of racial imbalance shall be an objec-
tive in all decisions involving the drawing or alter-
ing of school attendance lines, establishing of grade
levels, and the selection of new school sites.
Added by St. 1965, c. 641, § 1. Amended by St. 1974, c.
636, § 4.
§ 37D. Racial imbalance; definitions; statis-
tics; transfers; priorities; plans for
elimination; public hearings; regula-
tions; jurisdiction; costs; attorney's
fees
As used in this section, sections thirty-seven C, /,
and J, sections one / through one K of chapter
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fifteen, and section twelve A of chapter seventy-six,
the following terms shall, unless the context re-
quires otherwise, have the following meanings:
"Racial imbalance", the condition of a public
school in which more than fifty percent of the
pupils attending such school are non-white.
"Racial balance", the condition of a public
school in which more than thirty percent but not
more than fifty percent of the pupils attending such
school are non-white.
"Racial isolation", the condition of a public
school in which not more than thirty percent of the
pupils attending such school are non-white.
"Exempt school", a public school to which, prior
to January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-
four, the passing of a competitive examination was
a condition of entrance; provided, however, that
the school committee or regional district school
committee having jurisdiction over such school
shall, under the supervision of the board of edu-
cation, establish and maintain an affirmative action
program to recruit and assist non-white students to
enter and to remain in attendance at such school.
The school committee of each city, town, and
regional school district shall annually, at such time
and in such form as the commissioner shall deter-
mine, submit to the commissioner statistics suffi-
cient to enable a determination to be made of the
percent of white and non-white pupils attending all
public schools and attending each public school
under the jurisdiction of each such committee.
Whenever the board of education, in this section
called the board, finds that racial imbalance exists
in a public school, it shall in writing notify the
school committee or regional district school com-
mittee having jurisdiction over such school that
such finding has been made.
Any non-white pupil attending any public school
in which racial imbalance exists shall have the
right to be transferred to and to attend any other
school, except an exempt school, of his parents' or
guardian's choice for his grade level and under the
jurisdiction of the same school committee or re-
gional district school committee if racial isolation
exists in such other school; and any white pupil
attending any public school in which racial iso-
lation exists shall have the right to be transferred to
and to attend any other school, except an exempt
school, of his parents' or guardian's choice for his
grade level and under the jurisdiction of the same
school committee or regional district school com-
mittee if racial imbalance exists in such other
school. If a place is available for such pupil at
such other school, such school committee or re-
gional district school committee shall, forthwith
upon receipt of written notice by his parents or
guardian that they intend such pupil to exercise his
right to be transferred to and to attend such other
school, transfer such pupil to such other school. If
no place is available for such pupil at such other
school, such school committee or regional district
school committee shall, upon receipt of such no-
tice, formulate and, within the time limit estab-
lished by regulations of the board, file with the
board a plan to provide, within the same school
year for which such notice is given, a place for
such pupil at such other school and shall, within
such time as may be prescribed by the board,
implement either such plan as approved by the
board or the mandatory plan of the board to pro-
vide such place and, when such place becomes
available, transfer such pupil to such other school;
provided, however, that the board may temporarily
or permanently excuse such school committee or
regional district school committee from implement-
ing such plan or mandatory plan if an alternative
place, satisfactory to the parents or guardian of
such pupil, is available at another school to which
such pupil may, as provided by this section, exer-
cise his right to be transferred and attend, or if the
board finds that there is other good cause to do so.
Whenever a school committee or regional district
school committee determines, in accordance with
regulations of the board, that the number of places
available at such other school is exceeded by the
number of pupils exercising their rights to be trans-
ferred to and to attend such other school, the
selection of particular pupils to be transferred to
such places as are available shall be in accordance
with regulations of the board, which regulations
shall reasonably provide for priority for non-white
pupils attending schools in which more than seven-
ty percent of the pupils are non-white, without
affecting the rights of such pupils not so selected to
be transferred to and to attend such other school as
provided by this section.
Any such plan so filed shall set forth in detail the
proposed changes in existing school attendance
districts, additions to existing school buildings, use
of leased or portable facilities, changes in use of
school buildings, and other measures to provide a
place for such pupil at such other school. Any
such plan shall take into consideration on an equal
basis with reduction or elimination of racial imba-
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lance the safety of pupils in their travelling be-
tween school and home. Any such plan may pro-
vide for voluntary cooperation by other cities,
towns, or regional school districts in making facili-
ties available or otherwise rendering assistance in
implementing such plan. No change in any exist-
ing school attendance district shall be made pursu-
ant to any such plan prior to a public hearing.
Notice of the time and place of such hearing and of
its subject matter shall be given by mail, postage
prepaid, to the parents and guardian of each pupil
affected by the proposed change and either by
publication in a newspaper of general circulation
in the city, town, or regional school district within
which such attendance district lies once in each of
two successive weeks, the first such publication to
be not less than fourteen days prior to the day of
such hearing, or, if there is no such newspaper, by
posting such notice in a conspicuous place in the
city or town hall of such city, town, or member
towns of such regional school district for a period
of not less than fourteen days prior to the day of
such hearing. At such hearing any person, wheth-
er entitled to notice thereof or not, may appear in
person or be represented by an agent who need not
be an attorney.
The board shall adopt regulations for the admin-
istration ol the provisions of this section relating to,
but not necessarily limited to, determination of
places available in schools, priorities for transfer
and attendance, notification to parents and guard-
ians of pupils of such pupils' rights to transfer and
attendance, reporting and publication of places
available in schools, time limits for filing of plans
to provide places for pupils in schools, consolida-
tion of such plans for filing, time limits and sched-
ules for implementation of approved or mandatory
plans to provide such places, progress reports on
such implementation, and affirmative action pro-
grams.
The supreme judicial and superior courts shall
have jurisdiction in equity over actions commenced
by the board or by or on behalf of any pupil to
enforce the provisions of this section; provided,
however, that in any such action commenced by or
on behalf of any pupil to enforce his right, as
provided by this section, to be transferred to and to
attend any school, which action is concluded in
favor of such pupil, the school committee or re-
gional district school committee having jurisdiction
over such school shall be liable to such pupil or the
person commencing such action on his behalf for
his costs and reasonable attorney's fees.
Added by St. 1965, c. 641, § 1. Amended by St. 1969, c.
643; St.1971, c. 958; St.1974, c. 636, § 5.
§ 37E. Legal counsel for collective bargaining
The school committee of a city or town may
employ legal counsel in connection with collective
bargaining with employee organizations for school
employees, and may expend money therefor from
the funds appropriated by said city or town for
school purposes provided, however, that no such
money shall be expended in excess of twenty-five
thousand dollars without the prior approval of the
mayor, the city manager in a city having Plan D or
Plan E form of government, or the board of select-
men. Said legal counsel shall not be subject to the
provisions of section nine A of chapter thirty or the
provisions of chapter thirty-one.
Added by St.1969, c. 128, § 1. Amended by St.1975, c.
141, § 2; St. 1985, c. 523, § 2.
§ 37F. Legal counsel for general purposes
The school committee of a city or town may
employ legal counsel for the general purposes of
the committee and may expend money therefor
from the funds appropriated by said city or town
for school purposes. Said legal counsel shall not
be subject to the provisions of section nine A of
chapter thirty or the provisions of chapter thirty-
one.
Added by St. 1970, c. 362. Amended by St. 1972, c. 86;
St.1985, c. 523, § 3.
§ 37G. Corporal punishment of pupils prohib-
ited; use of physical restraint; regula-
tions
(a) The power of the school committee or of any
teacher or any other employee or agent of the
school committee to maintain discipline upon
school property shall not include the right to inflict
corporal punishment upon any pupil.
(b) The provisions of this section shall not pre-
clude any member of the school committee or any
teacher or any employee or agent of the school
committee from using such reasonable force as is
necessary to protect pupils, other persons, and
themselves from an assault by a pupil. When such
an assault has occurred, the principal shall file a
detailed report of such with the school committee.
(c) The board of education shall promulgate reg-
ulations regarding the use of physical restraint for
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students. Such regulations shall not preclude any
teacher or employee or agent of the school from
using reasonable force to protect pupils, other per-
sons and themselves from an assault by a pupil as
set forth above in section (b). Such regulations
shall require training of all personnel authorized to
administer any forms of restraint. Such regulations
shall provide for procedures for notification to the
department and to the parents.
Added by St. 1972, c. 107, § 1. Amended by St. 1982, c.
303; St.2000, c. 159, § 142.
§ 37H. Policies relative to conduct of teachers
or students; student handbooks
The superintendent of every school district shall
publish the district's policies pertaining to the con-
duct of teachers and students. Said policies shall
prohibit the use of any tobacco products within the
school buildings, the school facilities or on the
school grounds or on school buses by any individu-
al, including school personnel. Said policies shall
further restrict operators of school buses and per-
sonal motor vehicles, including students, faculty,
staff and visitors, from idling such vehicles on
school grounds, consistent with section 16B of
chapter 90 and regulations adopted pursuant there-
to and by the department. The policies shall also
prohibit bullying as defined in section 370 and
shall include the student-related sections of the
bullying prevention and intervention plan required
by said section 370. Copies of these policies shall
be provided to any person upon request and with-
out cost by the principal of every school within the
district.
Each school district's policies pertaining to the
conduct of students shall include the following:
disciplinary proceedings, including procedures as-
suring due process; standards and procedures for
suspension and expulsion of students; procedures
pertaining to discipline of students with special
needs; standards and procedures to assure school
building security and safety of students and school
personnel; and the disciplinary measures to be
taken in cases involving the possession or use of
illegal substances or weapons, the use of force,
vandalism, or violation of a student's civil rights.
Codes of discipline, as well as procedures used to
develop such codes shall be filed with the depart-
ment of education for informational purposes only.
In each school building containing the grades
nine to twelve, inclusive, the principal, in consulta-
tion with the school council, shall prepare and
distribute to each student a student handbook set-
ting forth the rules pertaining to the conduct of
students. The student handbook shall include an
age-appropriate summary of the student-related
sections of the bullying prevention and intervention
plan required by section 370. The school council
shall review the student handbook each spring to
consider changes in disciplinary policy to take ef-
fect in September of the following school year, but
may consider policy changes at any time. The
annual review shall cover all areas of student con-
duct, including but not limited to those outlined in
this section.
Notwithstanding any general or special law to
the contrary, all student handbooks shall contain
the following provisions:
(a) Any student who is found on school premises
or at school-sponsored or school-related events,
including athletic games, in possession of a danger-
ous weapon, including, but not limited to, a gun or
a knife; or a controlled substance as defined in
chapter ninety-four C, including, but not limited to,
marijuana, cocaine, and heroin, may be subject to
expulsion from the school or school district by the
principal.
(b) Any student who assaults a principal, assis-
tant principal, teacher, teacher's aide or other edu-
cational staff on school premises or at school-
sponsored or school-related events, including ath-
letic games, may be subject to expulsion from the
school or school district by the principal.
(c) Any student who is charged with a violation
of either paragraph (a) or (b) shall be notified in
writing of an opportunity for a hearing; provided,
however, that the student may have representation,
along with the opportunity to present evidence and
witnesses at said hearing before the principal.
After said hearing, a principal may, in his discre-
tion, decide to suspend rather than expel a student
who has been determined by the principal to have
violated either paragraph (a) or (b).
(d) Any student who has been expelled from a
school district pursuant to these provisions shall
have the right to appeal to the superintendent.
The expelled student shall have ten days from the
date of the expulsion in which to notify the superin-
tendent of his appeal. The student has the right to
counsel at a hearing before the superintendent.
The subject matter of the appeal shall not be limit-
ed solely to a factual determination of whether the
student has violated any provisions of this section.
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(e) When a student is expelled under the provi-
sions of this section, no school or school district
within the commonwealth shall be required to ad-
mit such student or to provide educational services
to said student. If said student does apply for
admission to another school or school district, the
superintendent of the school district to which the
application is made may request and shall receive
from the superintendent of the school expelling
said student a written statement of the reasons for
said expulsion.
Added by St. 1972, c. 467. Renumbered and amended by
St.1973, c. 430, § 5. Amended by St.1987, c. 285;
St.1989, c. 603; St.1992, c. 133, § 430; St.1993, c. 71,
§ 36; St.1993, c. 380, § 1; St.1994, c. 51; St.2008, c.
386, § 1, eff. Mar. 16, 2009; St.2008, c. 451, § 50, elf.
Jan. 5, 2009; St.2010, c. 92, §§ 3, 4, eff. May 3, 2010.
§ 37H1&. Felony complaint or conviction of stu-
dent; suspension; expulsion; right
to appeal
Notwithstanding the provisions of section eighty-
four and sections sixteen and seventeen of chapter
seventy-six:
(1) Upon the issuance of a criminal complaint
charging a student with a felony or upon the issu-
ance of a felony delinquency complaint against a
student, the principal or headmaster of a school in
which the student is enrolled may suspend such
student for a period of time determined appropri-
ate by said principal or headmaster if said princi-
pal or headmaster determines that the student's
continued presence in school would have a sub-
stantial detrimental effect on the general welfare of
the school. The student shall receive written noti-
fication of the charges and the reasons for such
suspension prior to such suspension taking effect.
The student shall also receive written notification
of his right to appeal and the process for appealing
such suspension; provided, however, that such sus-
pension shall remain in effect prior to any appeal
hearing conducted by the superintendent.
The student shall have the right to appeal the
suspension to the superintendent. The student
shall notify the superintendent in writing of his
request for an appeal no later than five calendar
days following the effective date of the suspension.
The superintendent shall hold a hearing with the
student and the student's parent or guardian within
three calendar days of the student's request for an
appeal. At the hearing, the student shall have the
right to present oral and written testimony on his
behalf, and shall have the right to counsel. The
superintendent shall have the authority to overturn
or alter the decision of the principal or headmas-
ter, including recommending an alternate edu-
cational program for the student. The superinten-
dent shall render a decision on the appeal within
five calendar days of the hearing. Such decision
shall be the final decision of the city, town or
regional school district with regard to the suspen-
sion.
(2) Upon a student being convicted of a felony or
upon an adjudication or admission in court of guilt
with respect to such a felony or felony delinquency,
the principal or headmaster of a school in which
the student is enrolled may expel said student if
such principal or headmaster determines that the
student's continued presence in school would have
a substantial detrimental effect on the general wel-
fare of the school. The student shall receive writ-
ten notification of the charges and reasons for such
expulsion prior to such expulsion taking effect.
The student shall also receive written notification
of his right to appeal and the process for appealing
such expulsion; provided, however, that the expul-
sion shall remain in effect prior to any appeal
hearing conducted by the superintendent.
The student shall have the right to appeal the
expulsion to the superintendent. The student shall
notify the superintendent, in writing, of his request
for an appeal no later than five calendar days
following the effective date of the expulsion. The
superintendent shall hold a hearing with the stu-
dent and the student's parent or guardian within
three calendar days of the expulsion. At the hear-
ing, the student shall have the right to present oral
and written testimony on his behalf, and shall have
the right to counsel. The superintendent shall have
the authority to overturn or alter the decision of
the principal or headmaster, including recom-
mending an alternate educational program for the
student. The superintendent shall render a deci-
sion on the appeal within five calendar days of the
hearing. Such decision shall be the final decision
of the city, town or regional school district with
regard to the expulsion.
Upon expulsion of such student, no school or
school district shall be required to provide edu-
cational services to such student.
Added by St.1993, c. 380, § 2.
§ 377. Magnet school facilities; grants; appli-
cation; approval; agreements; eligi-
ble costs; regulations
Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of law,
including, but not limited to, chapter six hundred
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forty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-
eight, as amended, the board of education, in this
section and section thirty-seven J called the board,
may, subject to appropriation, make grants for the
cost of providing magnet school facilities. For the
purpose of this section, the term "magnet school
facility" shall mean a public school or part thereof
which meets such requirements as may be estab-
lished by the board and attracts pupils from outside
the neighborhood in which it is located for the
purpose of reducing or eliminating racial imba-
lance or racial isolation, as defined in section thir-
ty-seven D.
The school committee of any city or town or any
regional district school committee may apply to the
board for a grant to such city, town, or regional
district school committee for all or part of the cost
of providing a magnet school facility. Such appli-
cation shall be in such form as may be prescribed
by the board and shall be accompanied by such
estimates and other information as the board may
require. The board may approve any such applica-
tion for a facility which meets such requirements
and which is likely so to attract pupils so as to
reduce or eliminate racial imbalance or racial iso-
lation. The board shall notify such school commit-
tee or regional district school committee of its
approval or disapproval of such application and, in
the case of approval, of the estimated amount of
the grant which the board will make.
After notification of approval, the board and such
school committee or regional district school com-
mittee may enter into an agreement providing that
such school committee or regional district school
committee shall provide, within a reasonable time,
such magnet school facility, as approved by the
board, and that the commonwealth shall pay to
such city, town or regional district school commit-
tee the amount of such grant. Any such agreement
shall provide that such facility shall be operated in
a manner designed to achieve racial balance there-
in or at the public school of which such facility is a
part and that, whenever such school committee or
regional district school committee determines, in
accordance with regulations of the board, that the
number of places available at such facility or
school is exceeded by the number of pupils who
have applied to be transferred to and to attend
such facility or school, the selection of particular
pupils to be transferred to and to attend such
facility or school shall be in accordance with regu-
lations of the board, which regulations shall rea-
sonably provide for priority for those non-white
pupils who are attending or otherwise would at-
tend a racially unbalanced school and for those
white pupils who are attending or otherwise would
attend a racially isolated school.
The board may, subject to appropriation, make
grants for the cost of providing magnet school
facilities for the purpose of reducing or eliminating
imbalance of minority students, as defined in the
regulations promulgated under the federal Emer-
gency School Aid Act, Title VII of Public Law 92-
318, as amended. 1
The following costs of providing a magnet school
facility shall be eligible for any such grant:
(i) the average cost per pupil of educating each
child who attends such facility or the public school
of which such facility is a part, less the average
cost per pupil of educating each such child at the
public school which he otherwise would have at-
tended; provided, however, that such costs shall be
determined according to a method approved by the
board, and that, to the extent possible, such meth-
od shall determine the average cost per pupil of
educating each such child in the grade in which he
is enrolled;
(ii) the cost of transportation of each child at-
tending such magnet school facility;
(iii) the cost of planning and construction, recon-
struction, enlargement, rehabilitation, or other im-
provement for the magnet school facility provided,
however, that no such grant shall be for more than
seventy-five percent of any such cost and
(iv) such other costs incidental to the provision
of the magnet school facility as the board may
approve.
The board may adopt regulations for the admin-
istration of the provisions of this section.
Added by St. 1974, c. 636, § 8. Amended by St. 1981, c.
708, § 2.
• See 20 U.S.C.A. § 1601 et seq. [Repealed].
§ 37J. Magnet educational programs; reim-
bursement for cost; definition; con-
tracts; joining programs
The board of education may, subject to appropri-
ation, reimburse any city, town or regional district
for all or part of the cost of providing magnet
educational programs within the public schools.
Any such reimbursement shall be made only after
certification by the board that such cost actually
has been incurred, that such cost is reasonable,
and that such program has met such requirements.
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For the purpose of this section, the term "magnet
educational program" shall mean educational
measures including, but not limited to, planning
and special services, instruction, or treatment of
children, whether at the public schools or other
public or private facility or place, which meet such
requirements as may be established by the board
for the purpose of providing such children with
racially balanced educational experiences.
The board of education may contract with any
other public or private facility for the purpose of
purchasing magnet educational programs. Any
city, town or regional district wanting to join in
such a program shall so request the board in writ-
ing. The board shall approve all requests that
meet the requirements as may be established. Any
such contracts must be approved by a majority of
the board provided that such cost is reasonable.
Added bv St. 1974, c. 636, § 8. Amended by St. 1998, c.
463, § 63.
§ 37K. Business demonstration projects; dis-
position of proceeds
Each school committee may authorize business
demonstration projects of an educational nature, to
be operated by students as an educational service.
Each such project shall be subject to all applicable
health, safety and nutritional regulations.
Any such project may be operated independently
of any other department or program in the school
in which such project is operated. The net pro-
ceeds, after all expenses have been deducted, of
any sale of food by any such project shall be
transferred each month to the school lunch or food
service account for the school in which such pro-
ject is operated. Any such project serving food to a
daily average of more than ten per cent of the
students in the school, in which such project is
located, in any given month, shall, during the re-
mainder of the school year, be governed by the
regulations of the school lunch program.
Added by St. 1975, c. 456.
§ 37L. Notification to school personnel of re-
porting requirements for child abuse
and neglect and fires; reports of stu-
dents possessing or using dangerous
weapons on school premises; trans-
ferred students' school records
The school committee of each city, town or re-
gional school district shall inform teachers, admin-
istrators, and other professional staff of reporting
requirements for child abuse and neglect under
section 51A of chapter 119 and the reporting re-
quirements for fires under section 2A of chapter
148.
In addition, any school department personnel
shall report in writing to their immediate supervi-
sor an incident involving a student's possession or
use of a dangerous weapon on school premises at
any time.
Supervisors who receive such a weapon report
shall file it with the superintendent of said school,
who shall file copies of said weapon report with the
local chief of police, the department of children
and families, the office of student services or its
equivalent in any school district, and the local
school committee. Said superintendent, police
chief, and representative from the department of
children and families, together with a representa-
tive from the office of student services or its equiva-
lent, shall arrange an assessment of the student
involved in said weapon report. Said student shall
be referred to a counseling program; provided,
however, that said counseling shall be in accor-
dance with acceptable standards as set forth by the
board of education. Upon completion of a coun-
seling session, a follow-up assessment shall be
made of said student by those involved in the initial
assessment.
A student transferring into a local system must
provide the new school system with a complete
school record of the entering student. Said record
shall include, but not be limited to, any incidents
involving suspension or violation of criminal acts
or any incident reports in which such student was
charged with any suspended act.
Added by St. 1987, c. 439. Amended by St. 1993, c. 71,
§ 37; St.2006, c. 80, § 1, eff. Aug. 10, 2006; St.2008, c.
176, §§ 62, 63, eff. July 8, 2008.
§ 37M. Consolidation of administrative func-
tions with city or town
(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter
forty-one or chapter seventy-one or any other spe-
cial or general law to the contrary, any city or town
which accepts the provisions of this section may
consolidate administrative functions, including but
not limited to financial, personnel, and mainte-
nance functions, of the school committee with
those of the city or town; provided, however, that
such consolidation may occur only upon a majority
vote of both the school committee and in a city, the
city council, with approval of the mayor required
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by law or in a town, the annual town meeting or in
a town with no town meeting, the town council.
(b) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary, a decision to consolidate functions
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this section may be
revoked by a majority vote of either the school
committee of the city or town, or the city or town,
or both as such vote is described in said paragraph
(a).
Added by St. 1992, c. 133, § 431. Amended by St. 1996, c.
450, § 123.
§ 37N. Policy for school-sponsored student
travel
Each school committee shall establish a policy
concerning student travel sponsored by a school
that is planned to occur between the hours of
midnight and 6:00 a.m., or that will include an
overnight stay away from a student's home. The
policy shall address, but not be limited to, such
issues as safety of transportation and accommoda-
tions, cost, including expectations for fundraising
by students, time away from school, appropriate-
ness of the trip for the grade level and the trip
approval process. In adopting its policy, the
school committee shall consider the model policy
drafted by the board of education under section 1
B
of chapter 69.
Added by St.2002, c. 346, § 2.
§ 370. School bullying prohibited; bullying
prevention plans
(a) As used in this section the following words
shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
have the following meaning:-
"Approved private day or residential school", a
school that accepts, through agreement with a
school committee, a child requiring special edu-
cation pursuant to section 10 of chapter 7 IB.
"Bullying", the repeated use by one or more
students of a written, verbal or electronic expres-
sion or a physical act or gesture or any combina-
tion thereof, directed at a victim that: (i) causes
physical or emotional harm to the victim or dam-
age to the victim's property; (ii) places the victim
in reasonable fear of harm to himself or of damage
to his property; (iii) creates a hostile environment
at school for the victim; (iv) infringes on the rights
of the victim at school; or (v) materially and sub-
stantially disrupts the education process or the
orderly operation of a school. For the purposes of
this section, bullying shall include cyber-bullying.
"Charter school", commonwealth charter
schools and Horace Mann charter schools estab-
lished pursuant to section 89 of chapter 7 1
.
"Cyber-bullying", bullying through the use of
technology or any electronic communication,
which shall include, but shall not be limited to, any
transfer of signs, signals, writing, images, sounds,
data or intelligence of any nature transmitted in
whole or in part by a wire, radio, electromagnetic,
photo electronic or photo optical system, including,
but not limited to, electronic mail, internet commu-
nications, instant messages or facsimile communi-
cations. Cyber-bullying shall also include (i) the
creation of a web page or blog in which the creator
assumes the identity of another person or (ii) the
knowing impersonation of another person as the
author of posted content or messages, if the cre-
ation or impersonation creates any of the condi-
tions enumerated in clauses (i) to (v), inclusive, of
the definition of bullying. Cyber-bullying shall also
include the distribution by electronic means of a
communication to more than one person or the
posting of material on an electronic medium that
may be accessed by one or more persons, if the
distribution or posting creates any of the conditions
enumerated in clauses (i) to (v), inclusive, of the
definition of bullying.
"Collaborative school", a school operated by an
educational collaborative established pursuant to
section 4E of chapter 40.
"Department", the department of elementary
and secondary education.
"Hostile environment", a situation in which bul-
lying causes the school environment to be permeat-
ed with intimidation, ridicule or insult that is suffi-
ciently severe or pervasive to alter the conditions of
the student's education.
"Plan", a bullying prevention and intervention
plan established pursuant to subsection (d).
"Perpetrator", a student who engages in bullying
or retaliation.
"School district", the school department of a city
or town, a regional school district or a county
agricultural school.
"School grounds", property on which a school
building or facility is located or property that is
owned, leased or used by a school district, charter
school, non-public school, approved private day or
residential school, or collaborative school for a
school-sponsored activity, function, program, in-
struction or training.
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"Victim", a student against whom bullying or
retaliation has been perpetrated.
(b) Bullying shall be prohibited: (i) on school
grounds, property immediately adjacent to school
grounds, at a school-sponsored or school-related
activity, function or program whether on or off
school grounds, at a school bus stop, on a school
bus or other vehicle owned, leased or used by a
school district or school, or through the use of
technology or an electronic device owned, leased
or used by a school district or school and (ii) at a
location, activity, function or program that is not
school-related, or through the use of technology or
an electronic device that is not owned, leased or
used by a school district or school, if the bullying
creates a hostile environment at school for the
victim, infringes on the rights of the victim at
school or materially and substantially disrupts the
education process or the orderly operation of a
school. Nothing contained herein shall require
schools to staff any non-school related activities,
functions, or programs.
Retaliation against a person who reports bully-
ing, provides information during an investigation
of bullying, or witnesses or has reliable information
about bullying shall be prohibited.
(c) Each school district, charter school, ap-
proved private day or residential school and colla-
borative school shall provide age-appropriate in-
struction on bullying prevention in each grade that
is incorporated into the curriculum of the school
district or school. The curriculum shall be evi-
dence-based.
(d) Each school district, charter school, non-
public school, approved private day or residential
school and collaborative school shall develop, ad-
here to and update a plan to address bullying
prevention and intervention in consultation with
teachers, school staff, professional support person-
nel, school volunteers, administrators, community
representatives, local law enforcement agencies,
students, parents and guardians. The consultation
shall include, but not be limited to, notice and a
public comment period; provided, however, that a
non-public school shall only be required to give
notice to and provide a comment period for fami-
lies that have a child attending the school. The
plan shall be updated at least biennially.
Each plan shall include, but not be limited to: (i)
descriptions of and statements prohibiting bullying,
cyber-bullying and retaliation; (ii) clear procedures
for students, staff, parents, guardians and others to
report bullying or retaliation; (iii) a provision that
reports of bullying or retaliation may be made
anonymously; provided, however, that no disci-
plinary action shall be taken against a student
solely on the basis of an anonymous report; (iv)
clear procedures for promptly responding to and
investigating reports of bullying or retaliation; (v)
the range of disciplinary actions that may be taken
against a perpetrator for bullying or retaliation;
provided, however, that the disciplinary actions
shall balance the need for accountability with the
need to teach appropriate behavior; (vi) clear pro-
cedures for restoring a sense of safety for a victim
and assessing that victim's needs for protection;
(vii) strategies for protecting from bullying or retal-
iation a person who reports bullying, provides in-
formation during an investigation of bullying or
witnesses or has reliable information about an act
of bullying; (viii) procedures consistent with state
and federal law for promptly notifying the parents
or guardians of a victim and a perpetrator; provid-
ed, further, that the parents or guardians of a
victim shall also be notified of the action taken to
prevent any further acts of bullying or retaliation;
and provided, further, that the procedures shall
provide for immediate notification pursuant to reg-
ulations promulgated under this subsection by the
principal or person who holds a comparable role to
the local law enforcement agency when criminal
charges may be pursued against the perpetrator;
(ix) a provision that a student who knowingly
makes a false accusation of bullying or retaliation
shall be subject to disciplinary action; and (x) a
strategy for providing counseling or referral to
appropriate services for perpetrators and victims
and for appropriate family members of said stu-
dents. The plan shall afford all students the same
protection regardless of their status under the law.
A school district, charter school, non-public
school, approved private day or residential school
or collaborative school may establish separate dis-
crimination or harassment policies that include
categories of students. Nothing in this section
shall prevent a school district, charter school, non-
public school, approved private day or residential
school or collaborative school from remediating
any discrimination or harassment based on a per-
son's membership in a legally protected category
under local, state or federal law.
The plan for a school district, charter school,
approved private day or residential school and
collaborative school shall include a provision for
ongoing professional development to build the
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skills of all staff members, including, but not limit-
ed to, educators, administrators, school nurses, caf-
eteria workers, custodians, bus drivers, athletic
coaches, advisors to extracurricular activities and
paraprofessionals, to prevent, identify and respond
to bullying. The content of such professional de-
velopment shall include, but not be limited to: (i)
developmentally appropriate strategies to prevent
bullying incidents; (ii) developmentally appropri-
ate strategies for immediate, effective interventions
to stop bullying incidents; (iii) information regard-
ing the complex interaction and power differential
that can take place between and among a perpetra-
tor, victim and witnesses to the bullying; (iv) re-
search findings on bullying, including information
about specific categories of students who have been
shown to be particularly at risk for bullying in the
school environment; (v) information on the inci-
dence and nature of cyber-bullying; and (vi) inter-
net safety issues as they relate to cyber-bullying.
The department shall identify and offer information
on alternative methods for fulfilling the profession-
al development requirements of this section, at
least 1 of which shall be available at no cost to
school districts, charter schools, approved private
day or residential schools and collaborative
schools.
The plan shall include provisions for informing
parents and guardians about the bullying preven-
tion curriculum of the school district or school and
shall include, but not be limited to: (i) how parents
and guardians can reinforce the curriculum at
home and support the school district or school
plan; (ii) the dynamics of bullying; and (iii) online
safety and cyber-bullying.
The department shall promulgate rules and regu-
lations on the requirements related to a principal's
duties under clause (viii) of the second paragraph
of this subsection; provided, that school districts,
charter schools, approved private day or residential
schools and collaborative schools shall be subject
to the regulations. A non-public school shall devel-
op procedures for immediate notification by the
principal or person who holds a comparable role to
the local law enforcement agency when criminal
charges may be pursued against the perpetrator.
(e)(1) Each school district, charter school, non-
public school, approved private day or residential
school and collaborative school shall provide to
students and parents or guardians, in age-appropri-
ate terms and in the languages which are most
prevalent among the students, parents or guard-
ians, annual written notice of the relevant student-
related sections of the plan.
(2) Each school district, charter school, non-pub-
lic school, approved private day or residential
school and collaborative school shall provide to all
school staff annual written notice of the plan. The
faculty and staff at each school shall be trained
annually on the plan applicable to the school. Rel-
evant sections of the plan relating to the duties of
faculty and staff shall be included in a school
district or school employee handbook.
(3) The plan shall be posted on the website of
each school district, charter school, non-public
school, approved private day or residential school
and collaborative school.
(f) Each school principal or the person who
holds a comparable position shall be responsible
for the implementation and oversight of the plan at
his school.
(g) A member of a school staff, including, but not
limited to, an educator, administrator, school
nurse, cafeteria worker, custodian, bus driver, ath-
letic coach, advisor to an extracurricular activity or
paraprofessional, shall immediately report any in-
stance of bullying or retaliation the staff member
has witnessed or become aware of to the principal
or to the school official identified in the plan as
responsible for receiving such reports or both.
Upon receipt of such a report, the school principal
or a designee shall promptly conduct an investiga-
tion. If the school principal or a designee deter-
mines that bullying or retaliation has occurred, the
school principal or designee shall (i) notify the
local law enforcement agency if the school princi-
pal or designee believes that criminal charges may
be pursued against a perpetrator; (ii) take appro-
priate disciplinary action; (iii) notify the parents or
guardians of a perpetrator; and (iv) notify the
parents or guardians of the victim, and to the
extent consistent with state and federal law, notify
them of the action taken to prevent any further acts
of bullying or retaliation.
(h) If an incident of bullying or retaliation in-
volves students from more than one school district,
charter school, non-public school, approved private
day or residential school or collaborative school,
the school district or school first informed of the
bullying or retaliation shall, consistent with state
and federal law, promptly notify the appropriate
administrator of the other school district or school
so that both may take appropriate action. If an
incident of bullying or retaliation occurs on school
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grounds and involves a former student under the
age of 2 1 who is no longer enrolled in a local
school district, charter school, non-public school,
approved private day or residential school or colla-
borative school, the school district or school in-
formed of the bullying or retaliation shall contact
law enforcement consistent with the provisions of
clause (viii) of the second paragraph of subsection
(d).
(i) Nothing in this section shall supersede or
replace existing rights or remedies under any other
general or special law, nor shall this section create
a private right of action.
(j) The department, after consultation with the
department of public health, the department of
mental health, the attorney general, the Massachu-
setts District Attorneys Association and experts on
bullying shall: (i) publish a model plan for school
districts and schools to consider when creating
their plans; and (ii) compile a list of bullying
prevention and intervention resources, evidence-
based curricula, best practices and academic-based
research that shall be made available to schools.
The model plan shall be consistent with the behav-
ioral health and public schools framework devel-
oped by the department in accordance with section
19 of chapter 321 of the acts of 2008. The re-
sources may include, but shall not be limited to,
print, audio, video or digital media; subscription
based online services; and on-site or technology-
enabled professional development and training ses-
sions. The department shall biennially update the
model plan and the list of the resources, curricula,
best practices and research and shall post them on
its website.
Added by St.2010, c. 92, § 5, eff. May 3. 2010.
§ 38. Employment of teachers, aides, princi-
pals, etc.; designation of Horace Mann
teachers; performance evaluations;
performance standards
No school district shall require that an individual
reside within the city, town or regional school
district as a condition of promotion, assignment,
transfer or continued employment as a school
teacher, instructional aide, assistant principal,
principal, director, supervisor, deputy superinten-
dent or professional employee; provided, however,
that the provisions of this paragraph shall not
apply to any individual appointed, reappointed or
promoted to the position of superintendent, associ-
ate superintendent or assistant superintendent.
Subject to the collective bargaining provisions of
chapter one hundred and fifty E, the school com-
mittee may designate each year Horace Mann
teachers who meet the requirements and guidelines
developed by the board of education pursuant to
section one G of chapter fifteen. Any position
designated as a Horace Mann teacher shall be
included in an appropriate teacher collective bar-
gaining unit. Each year the school committee may
designate Horace Mann teachers who meet the
requirements and guidelines developed by the
board of education; provided, however, that a
teacher may not be designated as a Horace Mann
teacher more than two consecutive years.
The superintendent, by means of comprehensive
evaluation, shall cause the performance of all
teachers, principals, and administrators within the
school district to be evaluated using any principles
of evaluation established by the board of education
pursuant to section one B of chapter sixty-nine and
by such consistent, supplemental performance
standards as the school committee may require,
including the extent to which students assigned to
such teachers and administrators satisfy student
academic standards or, in the case of a special
education student, the individual education plan,
and the successful implementation of professional
development plans required under section thirty-
eight Q; provided, however, that such principles
and standards be consistent with the anti-discrimi-
nation requirements of chapter one hundred and
fifty-two B. The superintendent shall require the
evaluation of administrators and of teachers with-
out professional teacher status every year and shall
require the evaluation of teachers with professional
teacher status at least once every two years. The
procedures for conducting such evaluations, but
not the requirement for such evaluations, shall be
subject to the collective bargaining provisions of
chapter one hundred and fifty E.
Performance standards for teachers and other
school district employees shall be established by
the school committee upon the recommendation of
the superintendent, provided that where teachers
are represented for collective bargaining purposes,
all teacher performance standards shall be deter-
mined as follows: The school committee and the
collective bargaining representative shall undertake
for a reasonable period of time to agree on teacher
performance standards. Prior to said reasonable
period of time, the school district shall seek a
public hearing to comment on such standards. In
the absence of an agreement, after such reasonable
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period, teacher performance standards shall be de-
termined by binding interest arbitration. Either
the school district or the teachers' collective bar-
gaining representative may file a petition seeking
arbitration with the commissioner of education.
The commissioner shall forward to the parties a list
of three arbitrators provided by the American Arbi-
tration Association. The school committee and the
collective bargaining representative within three
days of receipt of the list from the commissioner of
education shall have the right to strike one of the
three arbitrators' names if they are unable to agree
upon a single arbitrator from among the three.
The arbitration shall be conducted in accordance
with the rules of the American Arbitration Associa-
tion to be consistent with the provisions of this
section. In reaching a decision, the arbitrator
shall seek to advance the goals of encouraging
innovation in teaching and of holding teachers
accountable for improving student performance.
The arbitrator shall consider the particular socio-
economic conditions of the student population of
the school district. Both the parties and the arbi-
trator may adopt performance standards estab-
lished by state or national organizations. The per-
formance standards shall be incorporated into the
applicable collective bargaining agreement; pro-
vided, however, that any subsequent modification
of the performance standards shall be made pursu-
ant to the procedures set forth in this section.
The results of such evaluations may be used in
decisions to dismiss, demote or remove a teacher
or administrator pursuant to sections forty-two,
forty-two A and sixty-three.
Each school district shall conduct evaluations of
teachers and administrators in accordance with the
regulations of the board and shall be reimbursed
for reasonable costs incurred thereby in accor-
dance with section sixty of chapter fifteen.
Amended by St. 1960, c. 333, § 2; St.1965, c. 164
St. 1970, c. 780; St.1971, c. 507; St.1974, c. 342
St.1978, c. 100; St. 1981, c. 96; St.1985, c. 188, § 14
St.1985, c. 577; St.1986, c. 118; St.1988, c. 153, § 1
St. 1989, c. 261; St.1993, c. 71, §§ 38 to 40.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1838, c. 105, § 2.
St. 1859, c. 60.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 23.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 28.
St.l891,c. 159.
St. 1894, c. 329, § 4.
R.L.I 902, c. 42, § 28.
§ 38A. Duties; appointment of director of oc-
cupational guidance, duties of di-
rector
The school committee of a town not in an occu-
pational guidance and placement district may em-
ploy a director or directors of occupational guid-
ance and placement, approved by the department
prior to his or their appointment, and may fix his
or their compensation, and a director employed
under this section shall, under the direction and
control of the supervisor of guidance and place-
ment provided for in section six B of chapter
fifteen, give his whole time to the occupational and
employment problems of the young people between
the ages of sixteen and twenty-three in said town.
He shall use all means available to furnish occupa-
tional guidance and secure employment opportuni-
ties for such persons. Every such director may
consult with and seek the advice of said supervisor,
and shall make an annual report to the committee
and forward a copy thereof to said supervisor.
Added by St. 1941, c. 676, § 2.
§ 38B. Repealed, 1978, 367, Sec. 70E
§ 38C. Status of director of occupational guid-
ance
Every such director of occupational guidance
and placement shall be deemed to be a regularly
appointed teacher in the school system of the town
by which he is employed, and shall be subject to
the provisions of this chapter relating to teachers.
Added by St.l941,c. 676, § 2.
§ 38D. District directors of occupational guid-
ance; appointment
Two or more towns may, by vote of each, form a
district for the purpose of employing a director of
occupational guidance and placement, who shall
annually be appointed by a joint committee com-
posed of the chairman and secretary of the school
committee of each of said towns. The committee
shall determine the relative amount of service to be
performed by him in each town, fix his salary,
apportion the amount thereof to be paid by each
town, and certify the same to each town treasurer.
Any constituent town may, by vote passed prior to
December first in any year, withdraw from the
district, with the approval of the department, such
withdrawal to become effective on June thirtieth
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following. No city may join in forming such a
district.
AddedbySt.l941,c. 676, § 2.
§ 38E. Repealed, 1978, 367, Sec. 70E
§ 38F. Fees for services of directors of occupa-
tional guidance; prohibition; penalty
for violation
A director of occupational guidance and place-
ment who accepts any commission, fee, compensa-
tion or reward of any kind for obtaining a position
for any person shall be punished by a fine of not
more than five hundred dollars, and upon convic-
tion his office shall immediately become vacant.
Added by St. 1941, c. 676, § 2.
§ 38G. Certification for certain teaching and
administrative positions; provisional
and standard certificates; policies
and guidelines regarding require-
ments and qualifications; applica-
tions; recommendations; review;
continuing education; renewal of cer-
tificate
As used in this section the following words shall
have the following meanings:
"Board", the board of education established by
chapter fifteen.
"Provisional educator", a person who holds a
provisional educator certificate.
"Provisional educator with advanced standing",
a person who holds a provisional educator certifi-
cate with advanced standing; said certificate shall
be valid for five years of employment as an edu-
cator in the schools of the commonwealth and may
be renewed for an additional five years of employ-
ment in accordance with regulations adopted by
the board.
"Provisional educator certificate", a license to
teach issued to a person who has successfully met
the preparation and eligibility requirements as es-
tablished by the board. The provisional educator's
certificate shall be valid for five years of employ-
ment as an educator in the schools of the common-
wealth.
"Provisional educator certificate with advanced
standing", a license to teach issued to a person
who has successfully met the preparation and eli-
gibility requirements as established by the board
for provisional certification and completed (1) a
college program, graduate or undergraduate, ap-
proved by the board of education for the prepara-
tion of teachers; or (2) a college preparation pro-
gram included in the National Association of State
Directors of Teacher Education and Certification
(NASDTEC); or (3) an out of state teacher edu-
cation program approved by the National Council
for the Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE); or (4) other program approved by the
board.
"Regionally licensed or certified educator", an
applicant for a teacher's certificate in Massachu-
setts who has been granted a regional license or
certificate by another state jurisdiction under terms
of a contract entered into pursuant to chapter
seven hundred and forty-eight of the acts of nine-
teen hundred and sixty-eight, the Interstate Agree-
ment on Certification of Educational Personnel.
Such certificate shall be equivalent to the provi-
sional educator certificate with advanced standing.
"Reciprocity of certified educators", the process
and requirements established by the commissioner
for candidates to obtain certification who have
completed (1) a college preparation program in-
cluded in the alternative certification reciprocity
system of the National Association of State Di-
rectors of Teacher Education and Certification
(NASDTEC); (2) out-of-state programs approved
by the National Council for the Accreditation of
Teacher Education (NCATE); or (3) other pro-
grams approved by the board. Such certificate
shall be equivalent to the provisional educator with
advanced standing certificate.
"Standard educator", a person who holds a stan-
dard educator certificate.
"Standard educator certificate", a license to
teach issued to a person who has successfully met
the preparation and eligibility requirements as es-
tablished by the board. The standard educator's
certificate shall be valid for renewable terms of five
years.
"Temporary certificate", a license to teach which
the commissioner of education may, at his discre-
tion, issue to a person who holds a valid teaching
certificate from another state and who has been
employed under the certificate for a minimum of
three years but has not satisfied the certification
testing requirements contained in this section. The
temporary certificate shall be valid for one year
and is nonrenewable. Service under a temporary
certificate shall be counted as service in acquiring
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professional teacher status, contingent upon the
teacher passing the applicable certification tests.
The commissioner of education shall have au-
thority to grant, upon application, provisional edu-
cator, provisional educator with advanced stand-
ing, temporary, and standard educator certificates
to persons who have satisfied the requirements for
such certificates as established by the board. The
board shall define the knowledge of subject matter
and demonstration of competencies commensurate
with attainment and renewal of such certificates.
To be eligible for certification as a provisional
educator, the candidate shall (1) hold a bachelor's
degree in arts or sciences from an accredited col-
lege or university with a major course in the arts or
sciences appropriate to the instructional field; (2)
pass a test established by the board which shall
consist of two parts: (A) a writing section which
shall demonstrate the communication and literacy
skills necessary for effective instruction and im-
proved communication between school and par-
ents; and (B) the subject matter knowledge for the
certificate; and (3) be of sound moral character.
Candidates who complete the requirements in this
paragraph shall be issued provisional educator cer-
tificates which will permit them to seek employ-
ment in teaching positions requiring instructional
certification in districts which have an approved
provisional educator preparation program.
The commissioner shall establish standards for
the training, support and supervision of provisional
educators. During the period of employment, a
person holding a provisional teaching certificate
pursuant to this section shall be under the direct
supervision of the principal or other appropriate
supervisor who shall regularly observe and evalu-
ate the performance of assigned duties by such
holder of a provisional teaching certificate. Such
evaluation shall be according to relevant to 1 nation-
ally recognized professional standards for person-
nel evaluation.
Each public school district seeking to hire a
provisional educator must submit an provisional
educator program plan to the department of edu-
cation. No district shall be authorized to employ a
provisional educator unless it has submitted a plan
for such a program and received approval of the
commissioner. Each plan shall describe the key
elements of the proposed provisional educator pro-
gram in accordance with guidelines established
and published by the department. Such guidelines
shall require that provisional educators in district-
based programs meet the equivalent standards that
provisional educators with advanced standing meet
in approved college and university programs. Dis-
tricts shall show either evidence of joint sponsor-
ship or collaboration of training programs with (1)
colleges or universities, or (2) other districts, or (3)
other programs approved by the commissioner to
provide such programs. The department shall is-
sue standard district plans which districts may
implement in lieu of developing original plans.
The department shall coordinate the training ef-
forts of districts, shall insure that district programs
meet fair, substantive and comprehensive profes-
sional development standards and shall establish
regional programs for provisional educators. The
department shall also provide orientation programs
for support team members. Provisional educators
shall be observed by a professional support team.
The department of education shall devise standard-
ized criteria for a final comprehensive evaluation
of each provisional educator, conducted at the end
of the provisional educator period by the profes-
sional support team. All such evaluations shall be
conducted according to nationally recognized pro-
fessional standards for personnel evaluation.
At the conclusion of each year of the approved
district training program for provisional educators,
the chairperson of the support team shall prepare a
comprehensive evaluation report of the provisional
educator's performance. Such report shall be sub-
mitted by the chairperson directly to the depart-
ment of education. The final comprehensive evalu-
ation report on each provisional educator shall be
made on forms provided by the department of
education. Said report shall include an assess-
ment of the individual's on the job performance
and one of the following recommendations:
(1) Approved: recommends that advanced stand-
ing status be granted upon completion of the other
preparation and eligibility requirements as estab-
lished by the board;
(2) Insufficient: recommends that the candidate
be allowed to seek entry in the future into a district
training program; or a candidate found insufficient
twice shall not be allowed to enter another district
training program; or
(3) Disapproved: recommends that advanced
standing status not be granted and that the candi-
date not be allowed to enter into a district training
program.
The support team chairperson shall provide the
provisional educator with a copy of the written
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evaluation report and certification recommenda-
tion before submitting it to the commissioner of
education.
If the recommendation is to disapprove, the pro-
visional educator may, within fifteen days, submit
to the chairperson written materials documenting
the reasons why the provisional educator believes
his provisional educator certification should con-
tinue to remain valid or a recommendation of
insufficient granted. The chairperson shall for-
ward all such documentation to the commissioner
of education along with the evaluation report and
recommendation concerning certification.
Candidates who receive a recommendation of
"disapproved" or two or more recommendations of
"insufficient" may appeal to the commissioner for
approval of additional opportunities to seek provi-
sional educator employment in districts other than
those in which they received unfavorable recom-
mendations. The candidate shall be responsible
for demonstrating why he would be likely to suc-
ceed if granted the requested opportunity.
To be eligible for certification as a provisional
educator with advanced standing, the candidate
shall provide evidence that he (1) holds a bache-
lor's degree in arts or sciences from an accredited
college or university with a major course in the arts
or sciences appropriate to the instructional field or
the equivalent baccalaureate degree; (2) has
passed a test established by the board which shall
consist of two parts: (A) a writing section which
shall demonstrate the communication and literacy
skills necessary for effective instruction and im-
proved communication between school and par-
ents; and (B) the subject matter knowledge for the
certificate; (3) has satisfactorily completed a board
of education approved teacher preparation pro-
gram; and (4) is of sound moral character. A
candidate who completes the requirements of this
paragraph shall be issued a provisional educator
certificate with advanced standing which will per-
mit him to seek employment in a teaching position
requiring instructional certification.
Each public school district seeking to hire a
provisional educator with advanced standing must
submit a plan to the department of education
which details how the district will supervise and
support such provisional educators with advanced
standing. No district shall be authorized to em-
ploy a provisional educator with advanced standing
unless it has submitted a plan for the support and
evaluation of such educator to the commissioner
and received the approval of the commissioner.
The department of education shall issue standard
plans for provisional educators with advanced
standing which districts may implement in lieu of
developing an original plan.
In not less than one year after the issuance of a
provisional educator certificate, the commissioner
upon receipt of a proper application shall issue a
standard educator certificate to such provisional
certificate holder who has provided the commis-
sioner with evidence, in such manner and form as
prescribed by the board, that he has met the prepa-
ration and eligibility requirements set by the board
through a master's degree program approved by
the commissioner, or through an equivalent district
program for standard certification approved by the
commissioner, or other equivalent programs ap-
proved by the commissioner; and has met the
requirements set by the commissioner for demon-
stration of successful performance.
Each standard educator certificate shall be valid
for five years and continued every five years there-
after upon the successful completion of an individ-
ual professional development plan that meets the
subject matter knowledge and teaching skill re-
quirements set by the board. Such plan shall be
designed to increase the ability of the person to
improve student learning.
Certificates granted by the board prior to Octo-
ber first, nineteen hundred and ninety-four are
hereby deemed standard certificates which shall be
renewed every five years. All such certificates
must be renewed by June eighteenth, nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-nine.
The commissioner shall develop alternative paths
for certifying school management and educational
leadership personnel which shall facilitate a pro-
cess whereby persons with significant managerial
experience can obtain such certification.
Any certificate issued by the commissioner may
be revoked for cause, pursuant to standards and
procedures established by the board.
The board shall have the authority to promul-
gate, amend and rescind such rules and regulations
as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of
this section. Such regulations shall be presented
to the joint committee for informational purposes
ninety days before implementation.
All applications for any certificates granted un-
der this section shall be accompanied by a fee to be
determined annually by the commissioner of ad-
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ministration under the provisions of section three
B of chapter seven. Said fees shall be established
and limited to allow the department to carry out
the certification and recertification responsibilities
but in no case shall said applications exceed one
hundred dollars per year with an annual increase
no greater than the consumer price index.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the board shall
establish for each certification area alternate meth-
ods for fulfilling the professional development re-
quirement, at least one of which shall be provided
at no cost to persons employed by a school district,
including paraprofessionals or assistant teachers,
who are engaging in such activity for the purpose
of satisfying the professional development require-
ment of this section.
No person shall be eligible for employment as a
teacher, guidance counselor, director, school psy-
chologist, school adjustment counselor, school so-
cial worker, school nurse, library media specialist,
school business administrator, principal, supervi-
sor, director, assistant superintendent of school,
and superintendent of schools by a school district
unless he has been granted by the commissioner a
provisional, or standard certificate with respect to
the type of position for which he seeks employ-
ment; provided, however, that nothing herein shall
be construed to prevent a school committee from
prescribing additional qualifications; and provided
further, that a superintendent may upon request be
exempt by the commissioner for any one school
year from the requirement in this section to employ
certified personnel when compliance therewith
would in the opinion of the commissioner consti-
tute a great hardship in securing teachers for that
school district. During the time that such a waiver
is in effect, service of an employee of a school
district to whom the waiver applies shall not be
counted as service in acquiring professional teach-
er status or other rights under section forty-one.
In addition to any other requirements of this
section, the board shall require, as a provision of
an administrator's or educator's initial certifica-
tion, that all educators and administrators shall
have training in strategies for effective inclusive
schooling for children with disabilities, instruction
of students with diverse learning styles and class-
room organization and management. Such train-
ing shall include, at a minimum, practical experi-
ence in the application of these strategies.
In addition to any other requirements in this
section, in order to receive a provisional or stan-
dard educator certificate, persons applying for
such certification shall have completed such
courses or training sessions as the board shall
require in second language acquisition.
Competence in Braille instruction shall be a re-
quirement for initial certification as a teacher of
students with vision impairments. Such compe-
tence shall be verified through a testing program
which meets the standards of the Library of Con-
gress National Library Service for the Blind or its
successor.
For the purposes of certifying educators, the
board shall establish policies and guidelines and
the commissioner may approve preparation pro-
grams devoted to the preparation of teachers and
other educational personnel. A college or universi-
ty or school or district or other institution offering
such an approved program shall certify to the
commissioner that a student has demonstrated sat-
isfactory competence in the skills and knowledge
expected of college graduates in the most advanced
nations, and has completed the program approved.
The college or university or school district or other
institution shall also provide the commissioner
with a transcript of the student's record.
At the end of each five-year period each standard
educator shall attest to and provide appropriate
supporting evidence and documentation to the
state department of education, in such form and at
such time as the commissioner shall prescribe, that
the standard educator has successfully completed a
professional development plan which meets the
standards set by the board.
In addition to any other requirements of this
section, the board shall require, as a provision of
an administrator's or educator's recertification,
that all educators and administrators shall have
training in strategies for effective inclusive school-
ing for children with disabilities, instruction of
students with diverse learning styles and classroom
organization and management. Such training
shall include, at a minimum, practical experience
in the application of these strategies.
It shall be one of the objectives of all school
districts' professional development plans to satisfy
the individual professional development plans re-
quired by this section; provided, however, that this
requirement shall not be construed to require that
a school district or the commonwealth provide
funding for the fulfillment of the professional devel-
opment requirements of this section and section
thirty-eight Q beyond the foundation budget.
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The board shall establish policies and guidelines
for approval for any continuing education units,
inservice seminars, projects, courses and other ac-
tivities which would be deemed sufficient to main-
tain the development of professional skills and the
knowledge of subject matter pertinent to particular
certificates in accordance with the same proce-
dures used for initial approval of collegiate prepa-
ration programs. The commissioner shall establish
for each certification alternate methods for fulfill-
ing the professional development requirement, at
least one of which must be at no cost to persons
employed by a school district who are engaging in
such an activity for the purpose of satisfying the
professional development requirements for recerti-
lication of this section.
Such policies shall provide that a teacher who is
to be employed in a position in an area of certifica-
tion in which he is not currently employed, but for
which he held a certificate which had been valid
within five years immediately preceding the start-
ing date of employment in this position, shall be
given a reasonable period, as determined by the
board, to fulfill a professional development plan
which demonstrates currency in the subject matter
knowledge and requalify him for certification in
said area. In every instance, all evaluations and
assessments shall follow nationally recognized pro-
fessional standards.
Each local and regional school district shall at-
test to the department of education, in such form
and at such time as the commissioner shall pre-
scribe, that professional development activities for
which credit toward certification renewal is grant-
ed meet the requirements set by the board and are
documented in accordance with procedures estab-
lished by the board.
The board shall, in establishing said policies and
criteria for professional development, give special
consideration to the best interests of the students in
the commonwealth, including the need for high
quality teachers of English language learners pro-
grams established under chapter 71A for limited
English proficient students and the need to main-
tain the highest performance standards of teachers
while taking into proper consideration the financial
or time constraints these policies may require. In
developing such policies, guidelines and assess-
ment methods, the board shall obtain the input of
teachers, administrators, educational experts, par-
ents, business leaders and others interested in the
improvement of the professional status of teachers.
Except as otherwise specifically provided in this
section, no rights of any employees of a school
district under the provision of this chapter shall be
impaired by the provisions of this section.
Anyone granted either a provisional or standard
certificate under this section or currently holding
such certification shall be required to maintain the
development of professional skills and the knowl-
edge of subject matter pertinent to the areas of
certification.
Teachers who were authorized, permitted or ap-
proved to teach in a subject or area for which there
was no certification standard before September
first, nineteen hundred and eighty-two, shall ac-
quire and maintain the development of the skills
and training required of persons certified to teach
in said subject or areas after that date.
This section shall not apply to trade, vocational,
temporary substitute teachers, exchange teachers,
regionally licensed or certified teachers or to teach-
ing or administrative interns; provided, however,
that approval for the employment of such person-
nel shall be generated by the board under such
rules and regulations as it may adopt.
The requirements of this section shall not apply
to the certification of teachers of adult education.
Nothing in this section or section 1H of chapter 69
shall be construed to prohibit a school committee
from employing a teacher certified under this sec-
tion to teach adult education.
Added by St. 1951, c. 278, § 1. Amended by St. 1952, c.
530; St. 1953, c. 264; St. 1 956, c. 122; St. 1960, c. 20, § 1;
St.1960, c. 333, § 1; St. 1965, c. 172; St.1965, c. 345;
St.1968, c. 599; St.1970, c. 454, §§ 1, 2; St.1972, c. 64;
St.1972, c. 684, § 5; St.1973, c. 847, § 5; St.1980, e.
572, § 25; St. 1985, c. 188, § 15; St.1989, c. 467;
St. 1991, c. 151; St.1993, c. 71, § 41; St.1993, c. 495,
§ 26; St.1995, c. 209, § 1; St.1996, c. 275; St.1996, c.
374, § 3; St.1996, c. 450, §§ 124 to 126; St. 1998, c. 194,
§ 127; St.2000, c. 159, §§ 143, 144; St.2000, c. 264;
St.2000, c. 284, §§ 1, 2; St.2002, c. 218, §§ 8, 9.
• So in enrolled bill.
§ 38H. School librarian and school library su-
pervisor or co-ordinator; tenure
Every school librarian and school library super-
visor or co-ordinator appointed by a school com-
mittee shall acquire tenure in the school system of
the city or town in which he is employed subject to
the provisions of section forty-one, relating to ten-
ure for teachers, and of sections forty-two and
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forty-three A, relating to dismissal, suspension and
discharge and of appeals therefrom.
Added by St. 1965, c. 276.
committee rules and regulations and shall serve
without compensation.
Added bv St. 1972, c. 95. Amended by St. 1987, c. 164.
§ 38/. Reimbursement of teachers for tuitions
and fees
The school committee of any city or town may,
under regulations prescribed by the school commit-
tee, reimburse teachers for tuition and fees in-
curred by such teachers for upgrading skills and
improving proficiency.
Added by St. 1966, c. 143.
§ 38J. Repealed, 1995, 209, Sec. 2
§ 38K. Public relations bureau in school de-
partments; establishment
In cities having a population of over one hundred
thousand, the school committee may establish
within the school department a bureau of public
relations for the purpose of improving public rela-
tions between the school department and the com-
munity. Said bureau shall be under the control of
a director, and such other assistants as the commit-
tee deems necessary may be employed to carry out
the purpose of such bureau. The director and
assistants appointed under the provisions of this
section shall be exempt from the provisions of
chapter thirty-one.
Added by St. 1970, c. 434.
§ 38L. Repealed, 1978, 512, Sec. 12
§ 38M. Student advisory committees
School committees of cities, towns and regional
school districts shall meet at least once every other
month, during the months school is in session, with
a student advisory committee to consist of five
members to be composed of students elected by the
student body of the high school or high schools in
each city, town or regional school district.
The members of such student advisory commit-
tees shall, by majority vote prior to the first day of
June in each year elect from their number a chair-
person who shall serve for a term of one year.
Said chairperson shall be an ex-officio, nonvoting
member of the school committee, without the right
to attend executive sessions unless such right is
expressly granted by the individual school commit-
tee. Said chairperson shall be subject to all school
§ 38N. Proposed annual budgets; public hear-
ings required; quorum
The school committee of each city, town or re-
gional school district shall hold a public hearing on
its proposed annual budget not less than seven
days after publication of a notice thereof in a
newspaper having general circulation in such city,
town or district. Prior to such public hearing said
committee shall make available to the public at
least one copy of said proposed budget for a time
period of not less than forty-eight hours either at
the office of the superintendent of schools or at a
place so designated by said committee. At the time
and place so advertised or at any time or place to
which such hearing may from time to time be
adjourned all interested persons shall be given an
opportunity to be heard for or against the whole or
any part of the proposed budget. Such hearing
shall be conducted by a quorum of the school
committee. For the purposes of this section a
quorum shall consist of a majority of the members
of said school committee.
Added by St. 1972, c. 136. Amended by St. 1978, c. 126;
St. 1979, c. 400.
§ 380. Sex education advisory committees
In any city, town or regional school district
which accepts this section, the school committee
shall meet at least once every other month with an
advisory committee which shall advise said school
committee concerning reading, visual aid and all
other material pertaining to sex education. Said
committee shall consist of eleven members, one of
whom shall be a physician and seven of whom
shall be parents of children attending a school of
such city, town or regional school district. The
school committee in June of each year shall ap-
point said committee.
Added by St. 1975, c. 371.
§ 38P. School psychologists; tenure
Every school psychologist and supervisor of
school psychologists appointed by a school com-
mittee and holding certification as a school psy-
chologist from the department of education shall
acquire tenure in the school system of the city,
town or district in which he is employed, subject to
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the provisions of sections forty-one, forty-two and
forty-three A.
Added by St. 1 980, c. 520, § 1.
§ 38Q. Professional development plans; state-
wide assistance plan
Every school district in the commonwealth shall
adopt and implement a professional development
plan for all principals, teachers, other professional
staff, paraprofessionals and teacher assistants em-
ployed by the district, to include the professional
support teams established pursuant to section thir-
ty-eight G, and annually shall update such plans
and set forth a budget for professional development
within the confines of the foundation budget. Said
plan shall include training in the teaching of new
curriculum frameworks and other skills required
for the effective implementation of this act, includ-
ing participatory decision making, and parent and
community involvement. The plan shall also in-
clude training in: (1) analyzing and accommodat-
ing diverse learning styles of all students in order-
to achieve an objective of inclusion in the regular
classroom of students with diverse learning styles;
and (2) methods of collaboration among teachers,
paraprofessionals and teacher assistants to accom-
modate such styles. The plan may also include
training in the provision of pre-referral services
within regular education. Said plan shall also
include training for members of school councils,
pursuant to section fifty-nine C. Said plan may
include teacher training which addresses the ef-
fects of gender bias in the classroom. In any
school district with limited English proficient stu-
dents, the plan shall provide training for teachers
in second language acquisition techniques for the
re-certification of teachers and administrators. All
professional development plans required by this
section shall be filed annually with the commis-
sioner of education.
The commissioner of education for the common-
wealth shall prepare each year a plan for providing
statewide assistance in the preparation and imple-
mentation of professional development plans. The
plan shall include data that demonstrates, state-
wide and by school district, the types of profession-
al development provided for educators who work
with limited English proficient students. The com-
missioner shall consult with the board of higher
education in developing said plan. This plan shall
evaluate the feasibility of obtaining assistance from
institutions of higher education and private service
providers. The plan shall be submitted to the
board of education for approval. A copy of said
plan shall be submitted to the joint committee on
education, arts, and humanities of the general
court.
Added by St.1993, c. 71, § 42; St.1996, c. 151, § 221;
St.2000, c. 159, §§ 145, 146; St.2002, c. 218, §§ 10, 11.
§ 38Q/£. Curriculum accommodation plan
A school district shall adopt and implement a
curriculum accommodation plan to assist princi-
pals in ensuring that all efforts have been made to
meet students' needs in regular education. The plan
shall be designed to assist the regular classroom
teacher in analyzing and accommodating diverse
learning styles of all children in the regular class-
room and in providing appropriate services and
support within the regular education program in-
cluding, but not limited to, direct and systematic
instruction in reading and provision of services to
address the needs of children whose behavior may
interfere with learning, or who do not qualify for
special education services under chapter 7 IB. The
curriculum accommodation plan shall include pro-
visions encouraging teacher mentoring and collab-
oration and parental involvement.
Added by St.2000, c. 159, § 147.
§ 38R. Schools' access to criminal offender
records; employees, contractors, and
volunteers; use limited to protection
of children
[First paragraph effective until May 4,
2012. For text effective May 4, 2012, see
below.]
The school committee and superintendent of any
city, town or regional school district and the princi-
pal, by whatever title the position be known, of a
public or accredited private school of any city,
town or regional school district shall have access to
and shall obtain all available criminal offender
record information from the criminal history sys-
tems board of any current or prospective employee
or volunteer of the school department, who may
have direct and unmonitored contact with chil-
dren, including any individual who regularly pro-
vides school related transportation to children.
Such school committee, superintendent or princi-
pal shall periodically, but not less than every 3
years, obtain all available criminal offender record
information from the criminal histoix s\ stems
board on all such employees and volunteers during
their term of employment or volunteer service.
Said school committee, superintendent or principal
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shall also have access to all criminal offender rec-
ord information of any subcontractor or laborer
commissioned by the school committee of any city,
town or regional school district to perform work on
school grounds, and who may have direct and
unmonitored contact with children.
[First paragraph as amended by 2010,
256, Sec. 62 effective May 4, 2012. See
2010, 256, Sec. 145 as amended by 2010,
359, Sec. 102. For text effective until May
4, 2012, see above.]
The school committee and superintendent of any
city, town or regional school district and the princi-
pal, by whatever title the position be known, of a
public or accredited private school of any city,
town or regional school district shall have access to
and shall obtain all available criminal offender
record information from the department of crimi-
nal justice information services of any current or
prospective employee or volunteer of the school
department, who may have direct and unmonitored
contact with children, including any individual
who regularly provides school related transporta-
tion to children. Such school committee, superin-
tendent or principal shall periodically, but not less
than every 3 years, obtain all available criminal
offender record information from the department
of criminal justice information services on all such
employees and volunteers during their term of em-
ployment or volunteer service. Said school com-
mittee, superintendent or principal shall also have
access to all criminal offender record information
of any subcontractor or laborer commissioned by
the school committee of any city, town or regional
school district to perform work on school grounds,
and who may have direct and unmonitored contact
with children.
Access to such information shall be obtained in
accordance with sections 167 to 168, inclusive, of
chapter 6. A school committee, superintendent or
principal obtaining information under this section
shall prohibit the dissemination of such informa-
tion for any purpose other than to further the
protection of school children.
Added by St. 1996, c. 483. Amended by St.2002, c. 385,
§ 2; St.2010, c. 256, § 62, eff. May 4, 2012.
§ 39. Teacher's application forms; questions
concerning religion or politics
No public school committee or official shall in-
quire concerning, or require or solicit from an
applicant for a position in the public schools any
information as to, his religious belief, creed or
practice, or his political opinions or affiliations;
and no appointment to such a position shall be in
any manner affected thereby. Violation of this
section shall be punished by a fine of not more
than fifty dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1917, c. 84.
§ 40. Compensation of teachers; deferred pay-
ment
The compensation of each teacher, except a per-
son in training and except a person employed as a
temporary substitute, upon a majority vote of the
respective school committee and the appropriating
authority or, in the case of a regional school dis-
trict, upon acceptance as provided hereafter, shall
be at a rate of not less than eighteen thousand
dollars or at a rate not less than twenty thousand
dollars, as designated by said vote, for the school
year commencing after July first, nineteen hundred
and eighty-seven. In the case of a regional school
district, acceptance shall require the approval of
the regional school district committee and two-
thirds of the appropriating authorities of the mu-
nicipalities in such regional school district. The
compensation paid to such teachers shall be
deemed to be fully earned at the end of the school
year, and proportionately earned during the school
year. Payment of such compensation may be de-
ferred to the extent that equal payments may be
established for a twelve month period including
amounts payable in July and August subsequent to
the end of the school year. Educational collabora-
tives, formed under the provisions of section four E
of chapter forty, may accept the provisions of this
section by a majority vote of the collaborative
board and the approval by a vote of the majority of
the appropriating authorities of the member cities
and towns.
Any city, town, regional school district, edu-
cational collaborative or independent vocational
school district which currently employs teachers at
salaries below eighteen thousand dollars or below
twenty thousand dollars and which accepts the
minimum salary provisions of this section for
school years commencing after July first, nineteen
hundred and eighty-seven shall receive a minimum
teacher salary grant from the commonwealth in
fiscal years nineteen hundred and eighty-eight and
nineteen hundred and eighty-nine equal to the cost
incurred by such city, town, collaborative or re-
gional school district during said fiscal years as a
result of increasing the minimum teacher salary to
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eighteen thousand dollars or to twenty thousand
dollars, as designated by the vote of the school
committee and the appropriating authority thereof,
for each teacher whose salary was below that level
prior to July first, nineteen hundred and eighty-
seven and for each teacher hired after June thirti-
eth, nineteen hundred and eighty-seven whose sala-
ry was below that level at any time between July
first, nineteen hundred and eighty-seven and June
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-nine.
Amended by St. 1941, c. 507; St. 1 943, c. 494; St. 1945, c.
727, § 1; St.1946, c. 527, § 1; St.1949, c. 684; St. 1951,
c. 499; St.1952, c. 69; St.1956, c. 434; St.1957, c. 447;
St.1958, c. 545; St.1959, c. 602, § 1; St.1962, c. 519;
St.1962, c. 594, § 1; St.1964, c. 267, § 1; St.1967, c.
272, § 1; St.1967, c. 278; St.1973, c. 52, § 15; St.1979,
c. 717, § 4; St.1985, c. 188, § 16; St.1986, c. 355, § 2;
St. 1987, c. 727, §§ 10, 11; St.1988 c. 7, § 3; St.1991, c.
138, § 230; St.1991, c. 223, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 197.
St. 1921, c. 420, § 4.
§ 41. Tenure of teachers and superintendents;
persons entitled to professional teacher
status; dismissal; review
For the purposes of this section, a teacher,
school librarian, school adjustment counselor,
school nurse, school social worker or school psy-
chologist who has served in the public schools of a
school district for the three previous consecutive
school years shall be considered a teacher, and
shall be entitled to professional teacher status as
provided in section forty-two. The superintendent
of said district, upon the recommendation of the
principal, may award such status to any teacher
who has served in the principal's school for not
less than one year or to a teacher who has obtained
such status in any other public school district in
the commonwealth. A teacher without profession-
al teacher status shall be notified in writing on or
before June fifteenth whenever such person is not
to be employed for the following school year. Un-
less such notice is given as herein provided, a
teacher without such status shall be deemed to be
appointed for the following school year.
School principals, by whatever title their position
may be known, shall not be represented in collec-
tive bargaining, but each principal, upon the writ-
ten request of the principal, shall meet and discuss
the terms and conditions of the principal's employ-
ment in the principal's school district with the
district's superintendent or the superintendent's
designee, at a time to be determined by the super-
intendent and may be represented by an attorney
or other representative. School principals shall
enter into individual employment contracts with
their employing districts concerning the terms and
conditions of employment. The initial contract
with each individual school district shall be for not
less than 1 year nor more than 3 years. The
second and subsequent contracts shall be for not
less than 3 nor more than 5 years unless: (i) said
contract is a 1 year contract based on the failure of
the superintendent to notify the principal of the
proposed nonrenewal of his contract pursuant to
this section; or (ii) both parties agree to a shorter
term of employment. Notwithstanding the past
employment conditions of a school principal, the
conditions established by this paragraph shall ap-
ply to the initial contract of each school principal.
Failure of the superintendent to notify a principal
of the proposed nonrenewal of his contract at least
sixty days prior to the expiration date of such
contract shall automatically renew the contract for
an additional one year period.
Except as provided herein, section forty-two shall
not apply to school principals, assistant principals
or department heads, although nothing in this sec-
tion shall deny to any principal, assistant principal
or department head any professional teacher status
to which he shall otherwise be entitled. A princi-
pal, assistant principal, department head or other
supervisor who has served in that position in the
public schools of the district for three consecutive
years shall not be dismissed or demoted except for
good cause. Only a superintendent may dismiss a
principal. A principal, assistant principal, depart-
ment head or other supervisor shall not be dis-
missed unless he has been furnished with a written
notice of intent to dismiss with an explanation of
the grounds for the dismissal, and, if he so re-
quests, has been given a reasonable opportunity
within fifteen days after receiving such notice to
review the decision with the superintendent at
which meeting such employee may be represented
by an attorney or other representative to present
information pertaining to the bases for the decision
and to such employee's status. A principal, assis-
tant principal, department head or other supervisor
may seek review of a dismissal or demotion deci-
sion by filing a petition with the commissioner for
arbitration. Except as provided herein, the proce-
dures for arbitration, and the time allowed for the
arbitrator to issue a decision, shall be the same as
that in section forty-two. The commissioner shall
provide the parties with the names of three arbitra-
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tors who are members of the American Arbitration
Association. The arbitrators shall be different from
those developed pursuant to section forty-two. The
parties each shall have the right to strike one of the
three arbitrator's names if they are unable to agree
upon a single arbitrator from amongst the three.
A school committee may award a contract to a
superintendent of schools or a school business ad-
ministrator for periods not exceeding six years
which may provide for the salary, fringe benefits,
and other conditions of employment, including but
not limited to, severance pay, relocation expenses,
reimbursement for expenses incurred in the per-
formance of duties or office, liability insurance,
and leave for said superintendent or school busi-
ness administrator. Nothing in this section shall
be construed to prevent a school committee from
voting to employ a superintendent of schools who
has completed three or more years' service to serve
at its discretion.
Amended by St. 1947, c. 597, § 1; St. 1950, c. 283;
St.1953, c. 372; St. 1956, c. 132, § 1; St.1972, c. 464,
§ 1; St.1973, c. 847, § 6; St.1988, c. 153, § 2; St.1990,
c. 404, § 2; St.1993, c. 71, § 43; St.1994, c. 346;
St.1995, c. 209, § 3; St.1996, c. 99; St.1996, c. 450,
§ 127; St.2006, c. 267, eff. Oct. 22, 2006; St.2008, c.
314, § 1, eff. Nov. 12, 2008; St.2010, c. 399, eff. Mar. 18,
2011.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1886, c. 313.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 32.
St.1914, c. 714, §§ 1, 7, 8.
St. 1918, c. 257, § 182.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 41 A. Leaves of absence of professional staff
The school superintendent may grant a leave of
absence for study or research to any teacher, regis-
tered nurse, principal, supervisor, director, school
librarian, school business administrator, or assis-
tant superintendent, serving at discretion which
would increase his professional ability, such leave
to be for a period not exceeding one year at full or
partial pay; provided, however, that prior to the
granting of such leave he shall enter into a written
agreement with the superintendent that upon ter-
mination of such leave he will return to service in
the public schools of such city or town for a period
equal to twice the length of such leave and that, in
default of completing such service, he will refund
to the city or town an amount equal to such pro-
portion of salary received by him while on leave as
the amount of service not actually rendered as
agreed bears to the whole amount of service agreed
to be rendered. A school superintendent may also
grant a leave of absence to any teacher, registered
nurse, principal, supervisor, or school business ad-
ministrator, serving at discretion for service to a
statewide professional education organization of
which such teacher, registered nurse, principal,
supervisor, or school business administrator is a
member and has been elected to hold the office of
president therein, such leave to be for a period not
exceeding four full years at full or partial pay;
provided, however, that such professional edu-
cation organization shall reimburse the school
committee for any salary paid to said teacher,
registered nurse, principal, supervisor, or school
business administrator during such period. Any
employee granted a leave of absence under this
section may receive compensation from any grants
or gifts received for the purpose of this section
pursuant to section thirty-seven A, as well as from
funds appropriated therefore.
Any teacher, registered nurse, principal, supervi-
sor, director, school librarian, school business ad-
ministrator or assistant principal who is elected or
appointed to a state office, or elected by the people
to the office of mayor, shall upon his written re-
quest made to the school superintendent, be grant-
ed a leave of absence without pay for such position
for all or such portion of the term for which he was
elected or appointed as he may from time to time
designate, and shall not as a result of such election
or appointment, be suspended or discharged or
suffer any loss of rights. Any person granted a
leave of absence under the provisions of this para-
graph shall not be subject to the provisions of
section thirty-eight G during the period of such
leave.
A school committee may grant a leave of absence
for study or research, or for service to a statewide
professional education organization, and shall
grant a leave of absence for service as an elected
state official or elected mayor, to a school superin-
tendent under the same terms and conditions as
are described above for leaves granted to other
professional staff.
Added by St. 1962, c. 277. Amended by St. 1967, c. 860,
§ 1; St.1968, c. 136; St.1971, c. 323; St.1975, c. 349;
St.1979, c. 361; St.1985, c. 493; St.1985, c. 504;
St.1988, c. 153, § 3; St.1991, c. 54; St.1993, c. 362;
St.1994, c. 60, § 94; St.1995, c. 38, § 101.
§ 4 IB. Leaves of absence; Peace Corps
A school superintendent shall grant to a teacher
who has been accepted to serve in the Peace Corps
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of the United States and who is currently in good
standing in a public school of the commonwealth a
leave of absence for the term of such service. Such
leave shall be without pay and shall not be counted
as creditable service for retirement purposes but
such member shall be restored to his previous or a
similar position, with the same status, pay, length
of service credit and seniority, whenever applica-
ble, as he held on the date of such leave of absence.
Added by St. 1993, c. 362.
§ 42. Dismissal or demotion of teachers or oth-
er employees of school or school dis-
trict; arbitration
A principal may dismiss or demote any teacher
or other person assigned full-time to the school,
subject to the review and approval of the superin-
tendent; and subject to the provisions of this sec-
tion, the superintendent may dismiss any employee
of the school district. In the case of an employee
whose duties require him to be assigned to more
than one school, and in the case of teachers who
teach in more than one school, those persons shall
be considered to be under the supervision of the
superintendent for all decisions relating to dismiss-
al or demotion for cause.
A teacher who has been teaching in a school
system for at least ninety calendar days shall not be
dismissed unless he has been furnished with writ-
ten notice of intent to dismiss and with an explana-
tion of the grounds for the dismissal in sufficient
detail to permit the teacher to respond and docu-
ments relating to the grounds for dismissal, and, if
he so requests, has been given a reasonable oppor-
tunity within ten school days after receiving such
written notice to review the decision with the prin-
cipal or superintendent, as the case may be, and to
present information pertaining to the basis for the
decision and to the teacher's status. The teacher
receiving such notice may be represented by an
attorney or other representative at such a meeting
with the principal or superintendent. Teachers
without professional teacher status shall otherwise
be deemed employees at will.
A teacher with professional teacher status, pursu-
ant to section forty-one, shall not be dismissed
except for inefficiency, incompetency, incapacity,
conduct unbecoming a teacher, insubordination or
failure on the part of the teacher to satisfy teacher
performance standards developed pursuant to sec-
tion thirty-eight of this chapter or other just cause.
A teacher with professional teacher status may
seek review of a dismissal decision within thirty
days after receiving notice of his dismissal by filing
a petition for arbitration with the commissioner.
The commissioner shall forward to the parties a list
of three arbitrators provided by the American Arbi-
tration Association. Each person on the list shall
be accredited by the National Academy of Arbitra-
tors. The parties each shall have the right to strike
one of the three arbitrators' names if they are
unable to agree upon a single arbitrator from
amongst the three. The arbitration shall be con-
ducted in accordance with the rules of the Ameri-
can Arbitration Association to be consistent with
the provisions of this section. The parties each
shall have the right to strike one of the three
arbitrators' names if they are unable to agree upon
a single arbitrator from amongst the three. The
board of education shall determine the process for
selecting arbitrators for the pool. The fee for the
arbitration shall be split equally between the two
parties involved in the arbitration.
At the arbitral hearing, the teacher and the
school district may be represented by an attorney
or other representative, present evidence, and call
witnesses and the school district shall have the
burden of proof. In determining whether the dis-
trict has proven grounds for dismissal consistent
with this section, the arbitrator shall consider the
best interests of the pupils in the district and the
need for elevation of performance standards.
The arbitrator's decision shall be issued within
one month from the completion of the arbitral
hearing, unless all parties involved agree other-
wise, and shall contain a detailed statement of the
reasons for the decision. Upon a finding that the
dismissal was improper under the standards set
forth in this section, the arbitrator may award back
pay, benefits, reinstatement, and any other appro-
priate non-financial relief or any combination
thereof. Under no circumstances shall the arbitra-
tor award punitive, consequential, or nominal dam-
ages, or compensatory damages other than back
pay, benefits or reinstatement. In the event the
teacher is reinstated, the period between the dis-
missal and reinstatement shall be considered to be
time served for purposes of employment. The arbi-
tral decision shall be subject to judicial review as
provided in chapter one hundred and fifty C. With
the exception of other remedies provided by stat-
ute, the remedies provided hereunder shall be the
exclusive remedies available to teachers for wrong-
ful termination. The rules governing this arbitra-
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tion procedure shall be the rules of the American
Arbitration Association as pertains to arbitration.
Neither this section nor section forty-one shall
affect the right of a superintendent to lay off teach-
ers pursuant to reductions in force or reorganiza-
tion resulting from declining enrollment or other
budgetary reasons. No teacher with professional
teacher status shall be laid off pursuant to a reduc-
tion in force or reorganization if there is a teacher
without such status for whose position the covered
employee is currently certified. No teacher with
such status shall be displaced by a more senior
teacher with such status in accordance with the
terms of a collective bargaining agreement or oth-
erwise unless the more senior teacher is currently
qualified pursuant to section thirty-eight G for the
junior teacher's position.
Amended by St.1934, c. 123; St. 1946, c. 195; St. 1947, e.
597, § 2; St.1953, c. 244; St.1956, c. 132, § 2; St.1966,
c. 185, §§ 1, 2; St. 1970, c. 388, § 1; St.1972, c. 464, § 2;
St.1985, c. 188, § 18; St.1988, c. 153, §§ 4 to 6; St.1993,
c. 71, § 44.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1844, c. 32.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 25.
P.S.I 882, c. 44, § 30.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 31.
St.1914, c. 714, §§ 2,4, 5, 7, 8.
St.1921, c. 293.
§ 42A. Repealed, 1993, 71, Sec. 45
§ 42B. Rights of school employees in regional
districts
The provisions of this chapter relating to school
personnel granted certificates in accordance with
section thirty-eight G shall apply to all such school
personnel employed by regional school districts.
Any such school personnel who have professional
teacher status or other rights under section forty-
one in a particular school district, whose positions
are superseded by reasons of the establishment and
operation of a regional school district, shall be
employed with the same status by the regional
school district.
All such school personnel employed by regional
school districts shall initially be placed on the
salary schedule of the district so that compensation
to be paid to such school personnel shall not be
less than the compensation received by such school
personnel while previously employed with the same
status.
Such school personnel shall also be given credit
by the regional school district committee for all
accumulated sick leave and accumulated sabbatical
leave years of service while employed with such
status and for terminal compensation due such
school personnel on the termination of such ser-
vice.
All such personnel without such status in a city
or town in the district whose positions are super-
seded by reason of the establishment and operation
of a regional school district shall be elected to
serve in such district by the regional school district
committee; provided, however, that there is an
available position which such person is certified to
fill. All such personnel employed by regional
school district committees shall initially be placed
on the salary schedule of the regional school dis-
trict so that the compensation paid to such school
personnel shall not be less than the compensation
received by such school personnel while previously
employed by a local school committee. Such
school personnel shall also be given credit by the
regional school district committee for all accumu-
lated sick leave, accumulated time towards service
with such status, and accumulated sabbatical leave
years of service, and for terminal compensation
due such school personnel on the termination of
such service.
Any employee subject to the provisions of chap-
ter thirty-one, employed by the school committee of
a town, whose position is superseded by reason of
the establishment and operation of a regional
school district shall be employed by the regional
school district without loss of any civil service or
other rights previously acquired by him.
This section shall also apply to all school person-
nel with such status of local trustees for vocational
education, and any such school personnel whose
positions are superseded by reason of the establish-
ment and operation of a regional school district
shall be employed by the regional school district
with the same status.
Any such school personnel, employed by a re-
gional school district, whose position is abolished
or eliminated by reason of the disestablishment and
discontinuance of the regional school district or the
withdrawal of a member community from such
district shall be employed by one of the withdraw-
ing city or town school committees, and if any such
personnel have such status, such personnel shall be
employed by such city or town, school committee
with the same status. In the event that there are
not sufficient teaching positions available in the
withdrawing city or town school systems, such
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personnel shall be offered the available positions
for whieh they are currently certified in the order
of their seniority in the regional school district. All
such personnel so employed by a city or town
school district shall initially be placed on the salary
schedule of such city or town school district so that
the compensation paid to such school personnel
shall not be less than the compensation received by
such school personnel while previously employed
by the regional school district. Such school per-
sonnel also shall be given credit by the city or town
school committee for all accumulated sick time,
accumulated time towards service with such status,
and accumulated sabbatical leave years of service,
and for terminal compensation due such school
personnel on the termination of such service.
Added bv St.1952, c. 545. Amended by St. 1956, c. 136,
§ 1; St.1969, c. 653; St.1970, c. 389; Si. 1970, c. 491;
St.1971, c. 307; St.1976, c. 351; St.1984, c. 129;
St.1993, c. 71, § 46.
§ 42C. Records of teachers; inspection
School officials of cities and towns keeping rec-
ords concerning any teacher or his work shall, at
the written request of the teacher, permit the teach-
er by appointment to inspect the contents of his
personnel folder, files, cards and records, and to
make copies of such contents and records as con-
cern his work or himself.
Added by St. 1 957, c. 195.
§ 42D. Suspension of district employees
The superintendent may suspend any employee
of the school district subject to the provisions of
this section. The principal of a school may sus-
pend any teacher or other employee assigned to the
school subject to the provisions of this section.
Any employee shall have seven days written notice
of the intent to suspend and the grounds upon
which the suspension is to be imposed; provided,
however, that the superintendent may, for good
cause, require the immediate suspension of any
employee, in which case the employee shall receive
written notice of the immediate suspension and the
cause therefor at the time the suspension is im-
posed. The employee shall be entitled (i) to review
the decision to suspend with the superintendent or
principal if said decision to suspend was made by
the principal; (ii) to be represented by counsel in
such meetings; (iii) to provide information perti-
nent to the decision and to the employee's status.
No teacher or other employee shall be suspended
for a period exceeding one month, except with the
consent of the teacher or other employee, and no
teacher or other employee shall receive compensa-
tion for any period of lawful suspension.
No teacher shall be interrogated prior to any
notice given to him relative to the suspension un-
less the teacher or other employee is notified of his
right to be represented by counsel during any such
investigation. A suspended teacher or other em-
ployee may seek review of the suspension by fol-
lowing the arbitration procedures set forth in sec-
tion forty-two. Nothing in this section shall be
construed as limiting any provision of a collective
bargaining agreement with respect to suspension of
teachers or other employees.
Added bv St.1966, c. 185, § 3. Amended by St. 1968, c.
156; St.1972, c. 464, § 3; St.1975, c. 316; St.1988, c.
153, § 7; St.1993, c. 71, § 47.
§ 43. Reduction of salaries; conditions
The salary of no teacher employed with profes-
sional teacher status in any city or town except
Boston shall be reduced without his consent except
by a general salary revision affecting equally all
teachers of the same salary grade in the town or
except in connection with a reduction in status
from full-time to part-time pursuant to a reduction
in force resulting from declining enrollments or
other budgetary reasons or pursuant to reorganiza-
tions for academic or budgetary reasons. Nothing
in this section or in any other section of this
chapter shall be construed to prevent a school
district from entering into an individual annuity
contract for such employee or from reducing the
salary or compensation of such employee pursuant
to such agreement for the purpose of such pur-
chase as authorized by section thirty-seven B.
Amended by St. 1963, c. 466, § 4; St. 1972, c. 464, § 4;
St.1988, c. 153, § 8; St.1993, c. 71, § 48.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1914, c. 714, §§ 3, 8.
§§ 43A, 43B. Repealed, 1993, 71, Sec. 49
§ 44. Restrictions on teachers' political rights;
prohibition
No committee shall by rule, regulation, or other-
wise, restrict any teacher in, or dismiss him for,
exercising his right of suffrage, signing nomination
papers, petitioning the general court or appearing
before its committees, to the extent that such
rights, except voting, are not exercised on the
school premises during school hours, or when their
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exercise would actually interfere with the perform-
ance of school duties.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1913, c. 628.
§ 45. Procurement of teaching positions; regu-
lation of fees; penalty for violation
No person shall demand or accept from any
applicant for the position of teacher in the public
schools a fee or other compensation exceeding two
dollars, and no additional sum shall be charged to
cover expenses or for any other reason, except that
further compensation, not exceeding five per cent
of the teacher's salary for the first year, provided
the position is open to the teacher for said period,
may be charged for procuring such position. Vio-
lation of this section shall be punished by a fine of
not less than fifty nor more than five hundred
dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1911, c. 731, §§ 2, 4.
§§ 46 to 46B. Repealed, 1972, 766, Sec. 10
§ 46C. Repealed, 1968, 352, Sec. 2
§§ 46D to 46F. Repealed, 1972, 766, Sec. 10
§ 46G. Repealed, 1995, 209, Sec. 4
§§ 46H to 46M. Repealed, 1972, 766, Sec. 10
§ 47. Athletic programs; school organizations;
student activity accounts
The committee may supervise and control all
athletic and other organizations composed of pub-
lic school pupils and bearing the school name or
organized in connection therewith. It may directly
or through an authorized representative determine
under what conditions the same may compete with
similar organizations in other schools. Expendi-
tures by the committee for the organization and
conduct of physical education, athletics, sports,
games and play, for providing proper apparatus,
equipment, supplies, athletic wearing apparel, in-
cluding appropriate souvenir garments and tro-
phies, and facilities for the same in the buildings,
yards and playgrounds under the control of the
committee, or upon any other land which it may
have the right or privilege to use for this purpose,
and for the employment of experienced athletic
directors to supervise said physical education, ath-
letics, sports, games and play, shall be deemed to
be for a school purpose. Expenditures by the
committee for making special awards to pupils
who have performed meritoriously in the fields of
art, debating, distributive education, music, sci-
ence, social studies or languages shall also be
deemed to be for a school purpose. Cities and
towns may appropriate for the employment of
coaches to supervise in public schools physical
education, athletics, sports, games and play, and
for the transportation and expenses of public
school athletic teams, coaches, cheerleaders, bands
and any other groups composed of public school
pupils which bear the school name and are under
the control of the school committee, within and
without the commonwealth, to places where athlet-
ic contests or physical education, sports, games,
play, musical festivals, competition or other events
are held, and for the purchase of band and cheer-
leaders' uniforms and musical instruments for the
members of bands composed of public school pu-
pils and bearing the school name and under the
control of the school committee. All receipts by
the committee in connection with the conduct of
activities provided for under this section or any
other activity not expressly provided for in this
chapter but sponsored by the school committee in
which participation is contingent upon the pay-
ment of a fee by the participant, shall be deposited
with the treasurer of such town or, in cases where
the town is a member of a regional school district,
with the treasurer of such district and held as a
separate account and expended by said school
committee without further appropriation, notwith-
standing the provisions of section fifty-three of
chapter forty-four. No moneys may be expended
from an appropriation or from the separate fund
authorized by this section except upon the approval
of the school committee, or of the selectmen in
towns and of mayors in cities, for travel to other
states.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding
paragraph or section fifty-three of chapter forty-
four, the school committee of a city, town or dis-
trict may authorize a school principal to receive
money in connection with the conduct of certain
student activities and to deposit such money, with
the municipal or regional school district treasurer,
into an interest bearing bank account, hereinafter
referred to as the Student Activity Agency Account,
duly established by vote of the school committee to
be used for the express purpose of conducting
student activities. Interest earned by such Student
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Activity Agency Account shall be retained by the
fund and the school committee shall determine for
what purpose such earnings may be used. In
addition to such Student Activity Agency Account,
the school committee may authorize the municipal
or regional school district treasurer to establish a
checking account, hereinafter referred to as the
Student Activity Checking Account, to be operated
and controlled by a school principal and from
which funds may be expended exclusively for stu-
dent activity purposes for the student activities
authorized by the school committee. Such account
shall be used for expenditures only and funds re-
ceived for student activities may not be deposited
directly into such account.
The school committee shall vote to set the maxi-
mum balance that may be on deposit in such Stu-
dent Activity Checking Account. The principal
designated to operate and control such Student Ac-
tivity Checking Account shall give bond to the mu-
nicipality or district in such amount as the treasur-
er shall determine to secure the principal's faithful
performance of his duties in connection with such
account. To the extent that the funds are available
in such Student Activity Agency Account, funds up
to the maximum balance set by the school commit-
tee shall be transferred from the Student Activity
Agency Account through the warrant process to
initially fund such Student Activity Checking Ac-
count.
Periodically, to the extent that funds are avail-
able in such Student Activity Agency Account, the
municipal or regional school district treasurer shall
reimburse such Student Activity Checking Account,
through the warrant process, to restore the limit
set by the school committee. The principal shall
adhere to such administrative procedures as the
municipal or regional school district treasurer or
accountant may prescribe. There shall be an an-
nual audit of the student activity funds which shall
be conducted in accordance with procedures as
agreed upon between the school committee and the
auditor based upon guidelines issued by the depart-
ment of education.
Amended by St.1935, c. 199; St.1950, c. 658; St.1951, c.
411, § 1; St.1952, c. 316, § 1; St.1954, c. 271; St.1959,
c. 113; St.1962, c. 301, §§ 3, 4; St.1969, c. 66; St.1969,
c. 678; St.1970, c. 721; St. 1982, c. 173; St. 1996, c. 66.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1906, c. 251.
St.l911,c. 314.
St.1919, c. 292, § 4.
§ 47A. Athletic coaches; employment
The superintendent may contract to employ ath-
letic coaches hired under the provisions of section
fifty-nine B for periods not in excess of three years.
The provisions of section forty-one relative to ten-
ure shall not apply to such athletic coaches, unless
they are otherwise entitled to tenure.
Added by St.1954, c. 220. Amended by St. 1993, c. 71,
§ 50; St.1996, c. 134, § 1.
§ 48. Textbooks and school supplies
The principal at each school, subject to the di-
rection of the superintendent, shall, at the expense
of the school district, purchase textbooks and other
school supplies, and consistent with the district
policy, shall loan them to the pupils attending such
school free of charge. If instruction is given in the
manual and domestic arts, the principal may so
purchase and loan the necessary tools, implements
and materials. The principal shall also, at like
expense, procure such apparatus, reference books
and other means of illustration, as may be needed.
Said purchases shall be made in accordance with
chapter thirty B and within the purchasing guide-
lines adopted by the municipality where such pur-
chases are made if such guidelines exist.
Amended by St.1973, c. 1196; St.1975, c. 652; St.1993,
c. 71, § 51.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1826, c. 143, § 7.
St. 1855, c. 436.
St.1873, c. 106.
St. 1878, c. 23.
P.S.1882,c. 44, § 40.
St. 1884, c. 103.
St.1885, c. 161, § 2.
St. 1894, c. 320, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 42, §§ 35, 37.
§ 48A. School safety patrols; functions, limita-
tions; liability
School committees shall have authority to orga-
nize school safety patrols, consisting of pupils,
whose functions shall be to encourage pupils to
cross highways at designated crossings and when
conditions are safe, to assist drivers of school buses
in maintaining safety rules and to protect pupils
who are boarding or alighting from such buses;
and may adopt regulations relative to the flagging
or signalling of school buses by members of said
safety patrols. Said committees may make expen-
ditures, from funds appropriated for school pur-
poses, for the purchase of traffic belts, so called, to
be used by the safety patrol leaders in safeguarding
the passage of pupils to and from school. Nothing
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herein contained shall authorize a safety patrol
member to direct vehicular traffic, provided, how-
ever, that such patrol member may use a flag or
other approved signal to indicate to a driver that
school children are crossing or are about to cross
the street. No patrol member shall be stationed in
that portion of the highway intended for the use of
vehicular traffic, but shall perform his duties from
the curb and sidewalk areas.
No liability shall attach either to the school com-
mittees or any individual member thereof, a super-
intendent, teacher, patrol member, or parent of a
patrol member, or other school authority by virtue
of the organization, maintenance or operation of a
safety patrol under authority of this section.
Amended by St.1935, c. 47; St.1958, c. 164.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1930, c. 314.
§ 48B. Uniforms of school employees
The school committee may make expenditures
for the purchase and care of uniforms to be worn
by employees whose duties require the preparation,
handling and serving of food in connection with
the sale of school lunches, or involve the care,
maintenance, repair or heating of school buildings.
Added by St. 1 964, c. 32.
§ 49. Purchase of textbooks by pupils
Pupils in the public schools may, if the commit-
tee so votes, purchase from the town, under such
regulations as the committee may prescribe, any
textbooks which are to be, or have been, used by
them in such schools.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1901, c. 472.
R.L.I 902, c. 42, § 36.
St. 1919, c. 292, § 8.
§ 49A. Orders for materials and equipment;
contracts for services
At any time after the annual appropriations for
the ensuing fiscal year are made by a city or town
or by all the member cities and towns of a regional
school district, a school committee may order ma-
terials, supplies and equipment and may contract
for services for the public schools which are
chargeable against such appropriations, provided
that no payment therefor shall be made prior to the
commencement of said ensuing fiscal year.
Added by St. 1 978, c. 124.
§ 50. Change of school books
A change may be made in the school books used
in the public schools by a vote of two thirds of the
whole school committee at a meeting thereof, no-
tice of such intended change having been given at a
previous meeting.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1859, c. 93, § 2.
G.S.I 860, c. 38, § 28.
St. 1863, c. 126.
St.1867, c. 155.
St. 1876, c. 47, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 34.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 38.
§ 51. Exhibition of school work at expositions
The school committee may, at any national, state,
or foreign exposition, make an exhibition showing
the character, standing, or work of its public
schools.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1904, c. 172.
§ 52. Compensation of school committee mem-
bers
The school committee shall serve without com-
pensation, except that a member of a school com-
mittee of a city, town, regional school district or
superintendency union may be compensated for his
services by a majority vote of the city council in a
city having a Plan D or Plan E charter; in a city
not having a Plan D or Plan E charter by vote of
the city council, subject to the provisions of the
charter of such a city; in a town by a majority vote
at a town meeting; and in a regional school district
or school superintendency by a majority vote of the
voting member towns authorized at their respective
town meetings, the amount of such compensation,
in each case, to be set by the respective cities,
towns or groups of towns. No member of a school
committee in any town shall be eligible to the
position of teacher, or superintendent of public
schools therein, or in any union school or superin-
tendency union or district in which his town partic-
ipates.
Amended by St. 1932, c. 90; St. 1982, c. 296.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1838, c. 105, § 4.
St.1854, c. 314.
St.1856, c. 232.
G.S.1860, c. 38, §§ 34, 35.
St.1873, c. 157.
P.S.1882, c. 44, §§ 42, 43.
St.1888, c. 431, § 5.
St. 1898, c. 466, § 5.
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R.L.1902, c. 42, § 39.
St. 1904, c. 173.
§ 53. School physicians and nurses
The school committee shall appoint one or more
school physicians and registered nurses, shall as-
sign them to the public schools within its jurisdic-
tion, shall provide them with all proper facilities
for the performance of their duties and shall assign
one or more physicians to the examination of chil-
dren who apply for health certificates required by
section eighty-seven of chapter one hundred and
forty-nine, but in cities where the medical inspec-
tion hereinafter prescribed is substantially provided
by the board of health, said board shall appoint
and assign the school physicians and registered
nurses. The department may exempt towns having
a valuation of less than one million dollars from so
much of this section as relates to school nurses.
Amended by St. 1974, c. 411, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1906, c. 502, § 1.
St.1910, c. 257, § 1.
St.l921,c. 357, § 1.
§ 53A. Employment of medical personnel by
superintendency district or union;
compensation; removal
A superintendency district formed and conducted
under the provisions of section sixty, or a superin-
tendency union formed and conducted under the
provisions of sections sixty-one to sixty-four, inclu-
sive, may employ one or more school physicians
and may employ one or more school registered
nurses; determine the relative amount of service to
be rendered by each in each town; fix the compen-
sation of each person so employed; apportion the
payment thereof among the several towns; and
certify the respective shares to the several town
treasurers. A school physician or registered nurse
so employed may be removed by a two thirds vote
of the full membership of the joint committee. The
joint committee of any superintendency union may
employ clerical and secretarial help, special teach-
ers and supervisors, fix the compensation of each
person so employed and apportion the payment
thereof among the several towns; and certify the
respective shares to the respective town treasurers.
Amended by St.1950, c. 208, § 1; St.1974, c. 411, §§ 2,
2A.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1921, c. 357, § 2.
§ 53B. Towns within a superintendency dis-
trict or union; exemption from ap-
pointment requirement
The towns comprised in a superintendency dis-
trict or union employing, to the satisfaction of the
department, one or more school physicians and
registered nurses in accordance with the provisions
of section fifty-three A shall be exempt from the
provisions of section fifty-three requiring the ap-
pointment of such persons.
Amended by St.1974, c. 41 1, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l921,c. 357, § 2.
§ 54. Examination of children and school per-
sonnel
Every school physician shall make a prompt ex-
amination of all children referred to him as provid-
ed in this chapter, and such further examination of
teachers, janitors and school buildings as in his
opinion the protection of the health of the pupils
may require. Every such physician who is as-
signed to perform the duty of examining children
who apply for health certificates shall make a
prompt examination of every child who wishes to
obtain an employment permit, as provided in sec-
tion eighty-seven of chapter one hundred and forty-
nine, and who presents to said physician the pledge
or promise of the employer, as provided in said
section; and the physician shall certify in writing
whether or not in his opinion such child is in
sufficiently sound health and physically able to
perform the work described in said pledge or
promise.
Amended by St.1938, c. 265, § 1; St.1945, c. 133, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1906, c. 502, § 2.
St.1910, c. 257, § 2.
§ 54A. Physician or person trained in emergen-
cy medical care; assignment to inter-
scholastic football games
A physician employed by a school committee or a
person who has completed a full course in emer-
gency medical care as provided in section six of
chapter one hundred and eleven C shall be as-
signed to every interscholastic football game played
by any team representing a public secondary
school in the commonwealth, and the expenses of
such physician or person shall be paid by the
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school committee of the city, town or district
wherein such football game is played.
Added by St. 1972, c. 74. Amended by St. 1975, c. 569.
§ 54B. Administration of medications in school
settings; regulations
Notwithstanding any general or special law to
the contrary, the department of public health shall
promulgate regulations governing the administra-
tion of medications, including psychotropic medi-
cations to children in school settings, in accor-
dance with sections seven and nine of chapter
ninety-four C. In developing such regulations, the
department shall consult with the board of registra-
tion in nursing and the board of registration in
medicine.
Notwithstanding any general or special law or
regulation to the contrary, no school district shall
prohibit students with asthma or other respiratory
diseases from possessing and administering pre-
scription inhalers in accordance with department
of public health regulations concerning students'
self-administration of prescription medications.
Notwithstanding any general or special law or
regulation to the contrary, no school district shall
prohibit students with cystic fibrosis from possess-
ing and administering prescription enzyme supple-
ments in accordance with department of public
health regulations concerning students' self-admin-
istration of prescription medications.
Notwithstanding any general or special law or
regulation to the contrary, a school district shall
not prohibit a student with diabetes from possess-
ing and administering a glucose monitoring test
and insulin delivery system, in accordance with
department of public health regulations concerning
a student's self-administration of a prescription
medication.
Added by St. 1973, c. 817. Amended by St. 1991, c. 138,
§ 135; St. 1992, c. 133, § 433; St.2002, c. 258; St.2004,
c. 351, eff. Sept. 17, 2004; St.2004, c. 456, eff. Mar. 30,
2005.
§ 55. Contagious diseases; regulations
A child infected, or in a household where a
person is infected, with a disease dangerous to the
public health as defined in accordance with section
six of chapter one hundred and eleven, or in a
household exposed to contagion from any such
disease in another household, shall not attend any
public school while he is so infected or remains in
a household where such infection or exposure ex-
ists if the regulations of the board of health require
such exclusion. A child returning to school after
having been absent on account of such infection or
exposure shall present a certificate from the board
of health or its duly appointed agent that the dan-
ger of conveying such disease by such child has
passed; provided, that if such a child returns to
school without such a certificate, after having been
absent on account of such infection or exposure, he
shall immediately be referred to a school physician
for examination and, if it is found by such physi-
cian upon such examination that such danger has
passed, he may remain at school.
Amended by St.1938, c. 265, § 2; St.1952, c. 89.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1906, c. 502, § 3.
St.l922,c. 120.
§ 5 5A. Sick, injured or incapacitated pupils;
procedure for handling; emergency
first aid or transportation; exemption
from civil liability
A child showing signs of ill health or of being
infected with a disease dangerous to the public
health as defined in accordance with section six of
chapter one hundred and eleven shall be sent home
immediately, or as soon as safe and proper convey-
ance can be found, or shall be referred to a school
physician, who may direct that such child be sent
home. In the case of schools remotely situated,
such other steps may be taken as will best effectu-
ate the purpose of this section and ensure the
safety of such child and other pupils. The superin-
tendent of schools or collaborative director of a
collaborative as set forth in section four E of chap-
ter forty, shall immediately cause the board of
health to be notified of all children excluded under
this section by reason of any disease dangerous to
the public health.
No public school teacher and no collaborative
school teacher, no principal, secretary to the prin-
cipal, nurse or other public school or collaborative
school employee who, in good faith, renders emer-
gency first aid or transportation to a student who
has become injured or incapacitated in a public
school or collaborative school building or on the
grounds thereof shall be liable in a suit for dam-
ages as a result of his acts or omissions either for
such first aid or as a result of providing such
emergency transportation to a place of safety, nor
shall such person be liable to a hospital for its
expenses if under such emergency conditions he
causes the admission of such injured or incapaci-
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tated student, nor shall such person be subject to
any disciplinary action by the school committee, or
collaborative board of such collaborative for such
emergency first aid or transportation.
Added by St. 1938, c. 265, § 3. Amended by St.1973. c.
660; Sl.1983, c. 114; St.1984, c. 328; St. 1985, c. 111.
§ 55B. Repealed, 2003, 46, Sec. 81
§ 55C. Eye protective devices
Each teacher and pupil of any school, public or
private, shall, while attending school classes in
industrial art or vocational shops or laboratories in
which caustic or explosive chemicals, hot liquids or
solids, hot molten metals, or explosives are used or
in which welding of any type, repair or servicing of
vehicles, heat treatment or tempering of metals, or
the milling, sawing, stamping or cutting of solid
materials, or any similar dangerous process is
taught, exposure to which may be a source of
danger to the eyes, wear an industrial quality eye
protective device, approved by the department of
public health. Each visitor to any such classroom
or laboratory shall also be required to wear such
protective device.
Added by St. 1964, c. 51. Amended by St. 1966, c. 21;
St.1996, c. 151, § 222.
§ 56. Sick children; notification of parents
If any child is found to be suffering from any
disease or defect, or if any child is found to have
any defect or disability requiring treatment, the
school committee shall forthwith notify the parent
or guardian of such child.
Amended by St. 1938, c. 265, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1906. c. 502, §§ 4, 5.
§ 57. Physical examination of pupils; eye ex-
amination, written report
The committee, or the board of health in those
municipalities where school health services are the
responsibility of the board of health, shall cause
every child in the public schools, and at the indi-
vidual request of a parent or guardian of a pupil in
a private school which has been approved under
section one of chapter seventy-six, and which does
not discriminate in its entrance requirements on
the basis of race or color cause such pupil to be
separately and carefully examined in such manner
and at such intervals, including original entry, as
may be determined by the department of public
health alter consultation with the department of
education and the medical profession, to ascertain
defects in sight or hearing, postural and other
physical defects tending to prevent his receiving
the full benefit of his school work, or requiring a
modification of the same in order to prevent injury
to the child or to secure the best education results,
and to ascertain defects of the feet which might
unfavorably influence the child's health or physical
efficiency, or both, during childhood, adolescence
and adult years, and shall require a physical record
of each child to be kept in such forms as prescribed
by the provisions of section one hundred and
eighty-five A of chapter one hundred and eleven.
Tests ascertaining postural defects shall be admin-
istered at least once annually in grades five
through nine. Tests of sight and hearing and pos-
tural defects shall be performed by teachers, physi-
cians, optometrists, nurses or other personnel who
are approved by the department of public health
for the purpose, and the examination of feet shall
be made by the school physicians or by podiatrists,
in accordance with regulations set up by the de-
partment. Upon entering kindergarten or within
30 days of the start of the school year, the parent or
guardian of each child shall present to school
health personnel certification that the child within
the previous 12 months has passed a vision screen-
ing conducted by personnel approved by the de-
partment of public health and trained in vision
screening techniques to be developed by the de-
partment of public health in consultation with the
department of education. For children who fail to
pass the vision screening and for children diag-
nosed with neurodevelopmental delay, proof of a
comprehensive eye examination performed by a
licensed optometrist or ophthalmologist chosen by
the child's parent or guardian indicating any perti-
nent diagnosis, treatment, prognosis, recommenda-
tion and evidence of follow-up treatment, if neces-
sary, shall be provided. Any child shall be exempt
on religious grounds from these examinations upon
written request of parent or guardian on condition
that the laws and regulations relating to communi-
cable diseases shall not be violated.
Every private school that does not perform these
examinations shall be required to inform each par-
ent and guardian of every enrolled pupil that the
school does not conduct these examinations and
shall recommend that the parent consult with the
child's health care provider or local school com-
mittee or board of health to ensure that these
examinations are conducted.
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Any person who conducts an eye examination of
a child in response to such child having failed an
eye examination given in accordance with the pro-
visions of this section shall forward a written re-
port of the results of the examination to the school
health personnel and a copy of said report to a
parent or guardian of such child. Said report shall
include, but not be limited to, the following:
(a) date of the report;
(b) name and address of the child;
(c) name of the child's school;
(d) type of examination;
(e) a summary of significant findings, including
diagnoses, medication used, duration of action of
medication, treatment, prognosis, whether or not a
return visit is recommended and, if so, when;
(f) recommended educational adjustments for
the child, if any, which may include the following:
preferential seating in the classroom, eyeglasses for
full-time use in school, eyeglasses for part-time use
in school, sight-saving eyeglasses or any other rec-
ommendations;
(g) name, address and signature of the examiner.
Amended by St. 1943, c. 384; St. 1951, c. 502, § 1;
St.1955, c. 684; St.1956, c. 428; St.1970, c. 443, § 3;
St.1973, c. 1197; St.1975, c. 480; St. 1980, c. Ill;
St. 1987, c. 643, § 1; St.1992, c. 286, § 148; St.2004, c.
181, eff. Oct. 13, 2004; St.2006, c. 333, § 1, eff. July 1,
2007.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1906, c. 502, §§ 5, 6.
St. 1919, c. 350, § 96.
§ 58. Repealed, 1945, 543, Sec. 1
§ 59. Superintendent of schools; appointment;
compensation; powers and duties
The school committee of a town not in a superin-
tendency union or district shall employ a superin-
tendent of schools and fix his compensation. A
superintendent employed under this section or sec-
tion sixty or sixty-three shall manage the system in
a fashion consistent with state law and the policy
determinations of that school committee. Upon
the recommendation of the superintendent, the
school committee may also establish and appoint
positions of assistant or associate superintendents,
who shall report to the superintendent, and the
school committee shall fix the compensation paid
to such assistant or associate superintendents. The
school committee shall approve or disapprove the
hiring of said positions. Such approval by the
school committee of the recommendation shall not
be unreasonably withheld; provided, however, that
upon the request of the superintendent the school
committee shall provide an explanation of disap-
proval.
Amended by St. 1993, c. 71, § 52.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1854, c. 314.
St. 1856, c. 232.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 35.
St. 1860, c. 101.
St.1870, c. 117.
St. 1873, c. 108.
St. 1874, c. 272.
P.S.1882,c. 44, § 43.
St.1888, c. 431, § 5.
St.1898, c. 466, § 5.
St. 1900, c. 248, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 40.
St.l911,c. 444.
§ 59A. Superintendents of schools in small
towns; appointment; state aid for
compensation
In any town, having a valuation of less than two
million five hundred thousand dollars, which is not
a member of a superintendency union under the
provision of section sixty-one, the school committee
shall, subject to the approval of the department,
employ a full-time or a part-time superintendent of
schools, and shall, subject to like approval, fix his
compensation and his duties as provided in section
fifty-nine.
Expenses incurred under the provisions of this
section shall be reimbursable under chapter seven-
ty.
Added by St.1952, c. 506. Amended by St. 1953, c. 557;
St.1966, c. 14, § 59.
§ 59B. Principals; appointment; compensa-
tion; duties; appointment of other
personnel
The superintendent of a school district shall ap-
point principals for each public school within the
district at levels of compensation determined in
accordance with policies established by the school
committee. Principals employed under this sec-
tion shall be the educational administrators and
managers of their schools and shall supervise the
operation and management of their schools and
school property, subject to the supervision and
direction of the superintendent. Principals em-
ployed under this section shall be responsible, con-
sistent with district personnel policies and budget-
ary restrictions and subject to the approval of the
superintendent, for hiring all teachers, athletic
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coaches, instructional or administrative aides, and
other personnel assigned to the school, and for
terminating all such personnel, subject to review
and prior approval by the superintendent and sub-
ject to the provisions of this chapter. The princi-
pal of any school which requires an examination
for student admission shall be solely and exclusive-
ly responsible for hiring all teachers, instructional
or administrative aides and other personnel, and
for terminating all such personnel without the re-
quirement of review or prior approval by the su-
perintendent before said hiring or termination.
This section shall not prevent one person from
serving as the principal of two or more elementary
schools or the use of teaching principals in such
schools.
It shall be the responsibility of the principal in
consultation with professional staff of the building
to promote participatory decision making among
all professional staff for the purpose of developing
educational policy.
The school superintendent of a city or town or
regional school district including vocational-techni-
cal schools, may also appoint administrators and
other personnel not assigned to particular schools,
at levels of compensation determined in accor-
dance with policies established by the school com-
mittee.
Added by St. 1973, c. 421. Amended by St. 1993, c. 71,
§ 53; St.1994, c. 60, § 95; St.1996, c. 134, § 2.
§ 59C. School councils; members; meetings;
duties
At each public elementary, secondary and inde-
pendent vocational school in the commonwealth
there shall be a school council consisting of the
school principal, who shall co-chair the council;
parents of students attending the school who shall
be selected by the parents of students attending
such school who will be chosen in elections held by
the local recognized parent teacher organization
under the direction of the principal, or if none
exists, chosen by a representative process approved
by the school committee. Said parents shall have
parity with professional personnel on the school
councils; teachers who shall be selected by the
teachers in such school; other persons, not parents
or teachers of students at the school, drawn from
such groups or entities as municipal government,
business and labor organizations, institutions of
higher education, human services agencies or other
interested groups including those from school age
child care programs; and for schools containing
any of the grades nine to twelve, at least one such
student; provided, however, that not more that
fifty percent of the council shall be non-school
members. The principal, except as otherwise pro-
vided herein, shall have the responsibility for defin-
ing the composition of and forming the group
pursuant to a representative process approved by
the superintendent and school committee and for
convening the first meeting no later than forty days
after the first day of school, at which meeting a co-
chairman shall be selected. School councils
should be broadly representative of the racial and
ethnic diversity of the school building and commu-
nity. For purposes of this paragraph the term
"non-school members" shall mean those members
of the council, other than parents, teachers, stu-
dents and staff of the school.
Nothing contained in this section shall require a
new school council to be formed if an existing
school council fulfills the intent of this section, the
parent and teacher members thereof were selected
in a manner consistent with the provisions of this
section and the membership thereof complies with
the aforesaid fifty percent requirement.
Meetings of the school council shall be subject to
the provisions of sections twenty-three A, twenty-
three B and twenty-three C of chapter thirty-nine.
The school council, including the school princi-
pal, shall meet regularly and shall assist in the
identification of the educational needs of the stu-
dents attending the school, make recommendations
to the principal for the development, implementa-
tion and assessment of the curriculum accommoda-
tion plan required pursuant to section 38Q xk, shall
assist in the review of the annual school budget
and in the formulation of a school improvement
plan, as provided below. Parent advisory councils,
established under section 3 of chapter 71 A, may, at
their request, meet at least once annually with the
school council.
The principal of each school, in consultation with
the school council established pursuant to this sec-
tion, shall on an annual basis, in conformity with
the provisions of section 1 1 of chapter 69, develop
and submit for approval by the district superinten-
dent a plan for improving student performance.
Said plan shall be prepared in a manner and form
prescribed by the department of education and
shall conform to any policies and practices of the
district consistent therewith.
Nothing contained in this section shall prevent
the school committee horn granting a school coun-
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cil additional authority in the area of educational
policy; provided, however, that school councils
shall have no authority over matters which are
subject to chapter one hundred and fifty E.
Added by St. 1993, c. 71, § 53. Amended by St. 1993, c.
495, § 27; St.2000, c. 159, § 148; St.2002, c. 218, §§ 12,
13; St.2003, c. 46, § 82, eff. July 31, 2003.
§ 59D. School-community partnerships; grant
program
Superintendents and principals in every school
district in the commonwealth shall pursue opportu-
nities to establish school-community partnerships
that may advance policy development, staff devel-
opment, curriculum development, instructional en-
richment and may provide material and financial
support. The commissioner of education shall as-
sist in and facilitate with the establishment of
school-community partnerships. Subject to appro-
priation, the board shall establish a grant program
to assist school districts in developing and imple-
menting such partnerships.
Added by St. 1993, c. 71, § 53.
§ 60. Repealed, 1969, 254, Sec. 6
§ 61. Superintendent of schools; employment
by a town union; termination of town
participation in a union
The school committees of two or more towns,
each having a valuation less than two million five
hundred thousand dollars, and having an aggregate
maximum of seventy-five, and an aggregate mini-
mum of twenty-five, schools, and the committees of
four or more such towns, having said maximum
but irrespective of said minimum, shall form a
union for employing a superintendent of schools.
A town whose valuation exceeds said amount may
participate in such a union but otherwise subject to
this section. Such a union shall not be dissolved
except by vote of the school committees represent-
ing a majority of the participating towns with the
consent of the department, nor by reason of any
change in valuation or the number of schools.
A town may terminate its participation in a un-
ion by a majority vote of the school committee of
the town; provided, however, that said termination
shall only be for the purpose of forming an innova-
tion school pursuant to section 92 or establishing
different school governance structures. Termi-
nation shall be independent of any pending votes
regarding dissolution of the union or pending votes
by another town regarding its participation.
Amended by St. 1951, c. 643, § 1; St.1952, c. 108;
St.1953, c. 334; St.2010, c. 12, § 6, eff. Jan. 19, 2010.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 431, §§ 1,2.
St. 1893, c. 200, §§ 1, 2.
St.1898, c. 466, §§ 1, 2,6.
St. 1900, c. 248, § 2.
R.L.I 902, c. 42, §§ 43,47.
St.l911,c. 399.
St.1912, c. 114.
St.1926, c. 313, § 1.
§ 62. Readjustment of town unions
The department may form or readjust such un-
ions whenever it becomes necessary to include one
or more towns otherwise unable to comply with the
preceding section, and in so doing may disregard
the minimum number of schools prescribed there-
in, but no such readjustment shall deprive a town
of its right to aid under section sixty-five.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1903, c. 299.
§ 63. School committees as joint committee;
representation: meetings; employment
of superintendent, removal
The school committees of such towns shall, for
the purposes of the union, be a joint committee and
shall be the agent of each participating town, pro-
vided that any school committee of more than
three members shall be represented therein by its
chairman and two of its members chosen by it.
The joint committee shall annually, after comple-
tion of annual elections in all of the member towns
meet at a day and place agreed upon by the chair-
men of the constituent committees, and shall orga-
nize by choosing a chairman and a secretary. It
shall employ for a three year term, a superinten-
dent of schools, determine the relative amount of
service to be rendered by him in each town, fix his
salary, which shall not be reduced during his term,
and may provide for fringe benefits, and other
conditions of employment, including but not limit-
ed to, severance pay, relocation expenses, reim-
bursement for expenses incurred in the perform-
ance of duties or office, liability insurance, and
leave for said superintendent and shall apportion
the payment thereof in accordance with section
sixty-five among the several towns and certify the
respective shares to the several town treasurers.
He may be removed, with the consent of the de-
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partment, by a two thirds vote of the full member-
ship of the joint committee.
Amended by St. 1945, c. 223, § 1; St. 1976, c. 38;
St.1981, c. 83; St.1985, c. 381, § 1; St. 1990, c. 404, § 3;
St. 1998, c. 463, § 64.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 431, § 2.
St.1893, c. 200, § 2.
St.1898, c. 466, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 44.
St.l911,c. 384.
St.l911,c. 399.
St.l912,c. 114.
§ 64. Union superintendent; compensation
The salary of the superintendent in such a union
or in any twelve grade regional school district or
the combined salary received by a person serving
in a dual capacity as a superintendent in a union
and a regional school district or in two or more
regional school districts shall be not less than the
amounts provided in the following schedule: nine-
ty-five hundred dollars for the first year of service,
ten thousand dollars for the second year, ten thou-
sand five hundred dollars for the third year, eleven
thousand dollars for the fourth year. If his salary
is not in excess of eleven thousand six hundred
dollars the union or any twelve grade regional
school district or the union and the regional school
district or two or more regional school districts, as
the case may be, shall, and otherwise may, reim-
burse him for his actual traveling expenses in-
curred in the discharge of his duties, but such
reimbursement may be limited to six hundred dol-
lars a year.
Amended by St.1949, c. 794; St.1955, c. 565; St.1956, c.
237; St.1956, c. 448, § 1; St.1963, c. 740, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 431, § 3.
St.1893, c. 200, § 3.
St.1898, c. 466, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 45.
St.1918, c. 109, § 1.
St.1920, c. 371.
§ 65. Repealed, 1978, 367, Sec. 70E
§ 66. Repealed, 1958, 241
§ 67. Superintendents of schools; penalty for
accepting fees for obtaining positions;
employment of immediate family of cer-
tain persons prohibited
A superintendent of schools who accepts any
commission, fee, compensation, or reward of any
kind for obtaining for any person a position as
teacher in the public schools shall be punished by a
fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hun-
dred dollars.
A school district shall neither (i) employ a mem-
ber of the immediate family of a superintendent,
central office administrator, or school committee
member, nor (ii) assign a member of the immediate
family of the principal as an employee at the prin-
cipal's school, unless written notice is given to the
school committee of the proposal to employ or
assign such person at least two weeks in advance of
such person's employment or assignment. As used
in this section, "immediate family" shall have the
meaning assigned by subsection (e) of section one
of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight A.
Amended by St.1993, c. 71, § 54.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l911,c. 731, §§ 3,4.
§ 68. Duties of towns to maintain schools;
transportation of children; school
building committee representation
Every town shall provide and maintain a suffi-
cient number of schoolhouses, properly furnished
and conveniently situated for the accommodation
of all children therein entitled to attend the public
schools. If the distance between a child's resi-
dence and the school he is entitled to attend ex-
ceeds two miles and the nearest school bus stop is
more than one mile from such residence, and the
school committee declines to furnish transporta-
tion, the department, upon appeal of the parent or
guardian of the child, may require the town to
furnish transportation for children in grades kin-
dergarten through six for a part or for all of the
distance between said child's residence and the
school. If said distance exceeds three miles, and
the distance between the child's residence and a
school in an adjoining town giving substantially
equivalent instruction is less than three miles, and
the school committee declines to pay for tuition in
such nearer school, and for transportation in case
the distance thereto exceeds two miles, the depart-
ment, upon like appeal, may require the town of
residence to pay for tuition in such nearer school
for children in grades kindergarten through six,
and if necessary provide for transportation for a
part or for the whole of said distance to, such
nearer school for children in said grades. Nothing
contained in the preceding two sentences shall be
construed to limit the obligation of regional school
districts to provide transportation for all school
children in grades kindergarten through twelve,
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pursuant to the provisions in section sixteen C of
this chapter. No school committee shall be com-
pelled to furnish transportation on a private way.
In the case of transportation provided to students
that is not required by this section or by any other
general or special law, a school committee may
assess fees to the transported student up to an
amount sufficient to cover the costs incurred by the
district; provided, however, that no student eligible
for free or reduced lunch, under the federal school
lunch program, shall be required to pay the fee;
and provided further, that a school committee may
choose to exempt families at other income levels as
it may determine. The school committee, unless
the town otherwise directs, shall have general
charge and superintendence of the schoolhouses,
shall keep them in good order, and shall, at the
expense of the town, procure a suitable place for
the schools, if there is no schoolhouse, and provide
fuel and all other things necessary for the comfort
of the pupils. Each school shall comply with the
requirements regarding pesticide applications as
set forth in sections 6C to 61, inclusive, of chapter
132B. Whenever a town shall undertake to provide
a schoolhouse, the town shall appoint at least one
member of the school committee, or its designee, to
serve on the agency, board or committee to which
the planning and construction or other acquisition
of such schoolhouse is delegated.
Amended by St. 1934, c. 97, § 1; St. 1977, c. 158;
St.1991, c. 138, § 133; St.2000, c. 85, § 3; St.2003, c. 46,
§ 83, eff. July 31, 2003.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1827, c. 143, § 10.
St.1830, c. 116.
R.S.1836, c. 23, § 32.
St.1859, c. 252, §§ 4, 5.
G.S.1860, c. 38, §§ 36, 40.
St.l871,c. 145.
P.S.1882, c. 44, §§ 46, 50.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 49.
St. 1919, c. 292, § 9.
St. 1920, c. 78.
United States for especial observance; provided,
that on stormy school days, it shall be displayed
inside the building. A flag shall be displayed in
each assembly hall or other room in each such
schoolhouse where the opening exercises on each
school day are held. Each teacher at the com-
mencement of the first class of each day in all
grades in all public schools shall lead the class in a
group recitation of the "Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag". A flag shall be displayed in each classroom
in each such schoolhouse. Failure for a period of
five consecutive days by the principal or teacher in
charge of a school equipped as aforesaid to display
the flag as above required, or failure for a period of
two consecutive weeks by a teacher to salute the
flag and recite said pledge as aforesaid, or to cause
the pupils under his charge so to do, shall be
punished for every such period by a fine of not
more than five dollars. Failure of the committee to
equip a school as herein provided shall subject the
members thereof to a like penalty.
Amended by St.1935, c. 258; St.1969, c. 77; St. 1977, c.
333; St.1998, c. 463, § 65.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 50.
St.1909, c. 229.
St.l911,c. 232.
St.1919, c. 84.
§ 69A. Plaque reading "For God and Country";
placement on public school buildings
On every public school building within the com-
monwealth there may be placed in a conspicuous
location a suitable plaque which shall contain the
words "For God and Country". Such plaques may
be donated by veterans or civic organizations or
individuals.
Added by St. 1965, c. 502.
§ 69. Display of national flags; pledge of alle-
giance; penalty for violation
The school committee shall provide for each
schoolhouse under its control, which is not other-
wise supplied, flags of the United States of silk or
bunting not less than two feet long, such flags or
bunting to be manufactured in the United States,
and suitable apparatus for their display as hereinaf-
ter provided. A flag shall be displayed, weather
permitting, on the school building or grounds on
every school day and on every legal holiday or day
proclaimed by the governor or the President of the
§ 70. Location of schools
A town may, at a town meeting, determine the
situation of its schoolhouses.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1826, c. 143, § 10.
St.1829, c. 116.
R.S.1836, c. 23, §§ 28, 32.
St. 1848, c. 237.
St.1859, c. 252, § 4.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 37.
P.S.1882, c. 44, § 47.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 51.
St.l921,c. 486, § 18.
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§ 71. Use of school property; purposes
For the purpose of promoting the usefulness of
public school property the school committee of any
town may conduct such educational and recre-
ational activities in or upon school property under
its control, and, subject to such regulations as it
may establish, and, consistently and without inter-
ference with the use of the premises for school
purposes, shall allow the use thereof by individuals
and associations for such educational, recreational,
social, civic, philanthropic and like purposes as it
deems for the interest of the community. The
affiliation of any such association with a religious
organization shall not disqualify such association
from being allowed such a use for such a purpose.
The use of such property as a place of assemblage
for citizens to hear candidates for public office
shall be considered a civic purpose within the
meaning of this section. A school committee shall
award concessions for food at any field under its
control only to the highest responsible bidder.
This section shall not apply to Boston.
Amended by St. 1935, c. 193; St. 1966, c. 344.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l911,c. 367, § 1.
St. 1912, c. 157.
St.l912,c. 320, §§ 1,2.
St.1913, c. 391.
St.1914, c. 538.
St.1923, c. 50.
§ 71 A. Highway safety stations; designation,
discontinuance
A school committee may, subject, however, to all
other provisions of law, designate the locations for
the erection of highway safety stations for children
awaiting a school bus; provided, that such loca-
tions have been approved by the school superinten-
dent or, as his designee, the school transportation
officer. A school committee may order the discon-
tinuance of the use of any such station by the
children if it is not constructed of durable material
with a floor of concrete raised above ground level,
or is not kept clean, well painted, free of snow, and
suitably maintained at all times.
Added by St. 1965, c. 404.
§ 7 IB. Adult physical fitness programs
A school committee may offer adult physical fit-
ness programs to be held in the gymnasium of any
school at any time during which such gymnasium
facilities are not being used for school purposes.
Added by St. 1968, c. 283.
§ 71C. Community school programs; receipts;
deposit and expenditure
All moneys received by the school committee in
connection with the conduct of community school
programs, so designated by prior vote of said com-
mittee, shall be deposited with the treasurer of the
town or city. The school committee may expend,
from such receipts and without further appropria-
tion, any sums not in excess of three thousand
dollars within any fiscal year for the purchase of
materials and equipment for such programs.
Added by St. 1 973, c. 800.
§ 7 ID. Prepayment of tuition to private
schools or program sources
A school committee of any city, town, or regional
school district may authorize the prepayment of
tuition for a period not exceeding three months to
any approved private school or approved program
source which a student is attending under the
provisions of chapter seventy-one B, and the city,
town or regional school district treasurer shall be
required to approve and pay such monies in accor-
dance with the authorization of the school commit-
tee.
Added by St. 1977, c. 348, § 2. Amended by St. 1985, c.
631, § 2.
§ 7 IE. Appropriations for and expenditure of
receipts from adult education and
continuing education programs
In any city or town which accepts this section, all
moneys received by the school committee in con-
nection with the conduct of adult education and
continuing education programs, including, but not
limited to adult physical fitness programs conduct-
ed under section seventy-one B, summer school
programs and programs designated by prior vote of
said committee as community school programs,
and in connection with the use of school property
under section seventy-one, shall be deposited with
the treasurer of the town or city and held as
separate accounts. The receipts held in such a
separate account may be expended by said school
committee without further appropriation for the
purposes of the program or programs from which
the receipts held in such account were derived or,
in the case of the use of school property account,
for expenses incurred in making school property
available for such use, notwithstanding the provi-
sions of section fifty-three of chapter forty-four of
the General Laws. A city or town may appropriate
funds for the conduct of any such program or for
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expenses incurred in making school property avail-
able for such use, which funds shall be expended
by the school committee in addition to funds pro-
vided from other sources. Three years from the
date a city or town accepts the provisions of this
paragraph, and every third year thereafter, said
city or town may act to rescind its original accep-
tance.
Added by St. 1977, c. 639.
§ 7 IF. Nonresident or foster care students; de-
posit of tuition payments and state
reimbursements; expenditures and
appropriations
In any city or town which accepts this section, all
monies received by the school committee as tuition
payments for nonresident students and as state
reimbursements for students who are foster care
children shall be deposited with the treasurer of
the town or city and held as separate accounts.
The receipts held in such a separate account may
be expended by said school committee without
further appropriation for expenses incurred in pro-
viding education for such nonresident students or
for such students who are foster care children,
notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-three
of chapter forty-four. A city or town may appro-
priate funds for expenses incurred in providing
education for such nonresident students or for such
students who are foster care children, which funds
shall be expended by the school committee in addi-
tion to funds provided from other sources.
Added by St. 1982, c. 43.
§ 72. Sale of lunches
The school committee may prepare and sell
lunches at one or more school buildings for the
pupils and teachers of the public schools at such
prices as it deems reasonable.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1913, c. 575, § 1.
St. 1919, c. 292, §§ 10,21.
§ 73. Closing of school for teachers' meetings
The superintendent of schools may, unless the
committee votes otherwise, direct the closing of
schools under his supervision in order that teach-
ers may attend a meeting of a county association of
teachers or an institute, conference, or convention
held under the direction of the department.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1919, c. 292, § 11.
§ 74. Management of schools funds by private
corporations
This chapter shall not affect the right of any
corporation established in a town to manage any
estate or funds given or obtained for the purpose of
supporting schools therein, or in any wise affect
such estate or funds.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1826, c. 143, § 18.
R.S.1836, c. 23, § 59.
G.S.1860, c. 38, § 13.
P.S.I 882, c. 44, § 18.
R.L.1902, c. 42, § 52.
§ 75. Extended courses of instruction
If the school committee of any city or town
determines that sufficient need exists in such city
or town for providing a course of school instruc-
tion beyond the regular high school course of in-
struction, it shall submit in writing a plan of such
course to the state department of education for its
written approval, and may thereafter establish and
maintain such extended course of instruction on
junior college level, and public funds may be ap-
propriated for the purpose; provided, that the
course of instruction proposed in said plan shall
conform to such standards as said department may
establish and shall be maintained by said school
committee under the general regulations of said
department.
Added by St. 1948, c. 620, § 5.
§ 76. Rules of admission
Any such school committee shall establish as one
of the rules of admission to the benefits of such
extended course of instruction that the persons
therein enrolled, or responsible agents acting in
their behalf, shall pay into the treasury of such city
or town, toward the cost of maintaining such
course, such sum, not exceeding the actual cost
thereof, as said school committee shall determine.
If a city or town does not maintain such course of
instruction, it may pay the charge authorized by
this section in the case of any person who resides
therein and obtains from its school committee a
certificate to take the course in another city or
town maintaining the same.
Added by St. 1948, c. 620, § 5.
§ 77. Joint establishment of extended courses
Two or more cities or towns in which the estab-
lishment of such extended course of instruction has
been voted and approved as hereinabove provided
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may jointly establish and maintain such a course
for the accommodation of said municipalities. The
management and control of such course of instruc-
tion, the location of the schoolhouse where such
course will be maintained and the apportionment
of the expenses of the maintenance of the course
and all incidental expenses shall be determined, on
a pro rata pupil basis, by the school committees of
the participating towns.
Added by St. 1 948, c. 620, § 5.
§ 78. Repealed, 1978, 367, Sec. 70E
§ 79. Junior College designation, degrees
Any city or town may use the designation "Junior
College" with respect to its maintenance of such
extended course of instruction at a particular
school therein, and the school committee of such
city or town may, subject to the approval of the
board of higher education, grant any one or more
of the degrees of associate in arts, associate in
engineering or associate in science to persons who
complete such course of instruction.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding
paragraph, a school established hereunder may be
designated by a name which does not include the
word "junior"; provided, however, that the charter
of such school shall require that such name, when
used on its official documents and publications, be
accompanied by a descriptive phrase which, in the
judgment of the board of regents, will effectively
distinguish such school from a senior college.
Added by St. 1948, c. 620, § 5. Amended by St. 1958, c.
168; St.1965, c. 572, § 17; St. 1 990, c. 202.
§ 80. Lunch period for teachers
Every teacher employed in any public school
whose duties commence prior to twelve o'clock
noon, shall be allowed a thirty-minute lunch period
between the hours of ten o'clock in the forenoon
and one o'clock in the afternoon, and shall not be
required to perform any duties during said lunch
period; provided, however, that the provisions of
this section shall apply only in a city or town which
accepts this section by vote of its school committee.
Added by St. 1958, c. 127, § 1. Amended bv St. 1958, c.
368.
§ 81. Junior colleges; restriction on establish-
ment
Notwithstanding the provisions of sections seven-
ty-five to seventy-nine, inclusive, no junior college
shall be established by a city or town after January
first, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine.
Added by St. 1958, c. 605, § 2.
§ 82. Public secondary schools; right of stu-
dents to freedom of expression; limita-
tions; definitions
The right of students to freedom of expression in
the public schools of the commonwealth shall not
be abridged, provided that such right shall not
cause any disruption or disorder within the school.
Freedom of expression shall include without limita-
tion, the rights and responsibilities of students,
collectively and individually, (a) to express their
views through speech and symbols, (b) to write,
publish and disseminate their views, (c) to assem-
ble peaceably on school property for the purpose of
expressing their opinions. Any assembly planned
by students during regularly scheduled school
hours shall be held only at a time and place ap-
proved in advance by the school principal or his
designee.
No expression made by students in the exercise
of such rights shall be deemed to be an expression
of school policy and no school officials shall be
held responsible in any civil or criminal action for
any expression made or published by the students.
For the purposes of this section and sections
eighty-three to eighty-five, inclusive, the word stu-
dent shall mean any person attending a public
secondary school in the commonwealth. The word
school official shall mean any member or employee
of the local school committee.
Added by St. 1974, e. 670.
§ 83. Dress and appearance of students protect-
ed
School officials shall not abridge the rights of
students as to personal dress and appearance ex-
cept if such officials determine that such personal
dress and appearance violate reasonable standards
of health, safety and cleanliness.
Added by St. 1974, c. 670.
§ 84. Discipline of students on matters unrelat-
ed to school-sponsored activities pro-
hibited
No student shall be suspended, expelled, or oth-
erwise disciplined on account of marriage, preg-
nancy, parenthood or for conduct which is not
connected with any school-sponsored activities;
provided, however, that in the case of a pregnant
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student, the school committee may require that the
student be under the supervision of a physician.
Added by St. 1974, c. 670.
§ 85. Guidelines implementing Sees. 82 to 84;
rules and regulations; adoption; emer-
gencies; procedures
The board of education may adopt guidelines to
implement the provisions of sections eighty-two to
eighty-four, inclusive. School committees shall
adopt rules and regulations consistent with guide-
lines of the board of education and the provisions
of sections eighty-two to eighty-four, inclusive.
The rules and regulations to be made by school
officials shall be established only after notice to
public school students and after a public hearing at
which students' views, shall be presented and shall
be taken into consideration by such officials. Said
rules and regulations shall provide that, notwith-
standing the existence of the rights and responsibil-
ities described in the three preceding sections,
school committees or school officials may take nec-
essary action in cases of emergency. Students may
petition for a hearing, to be held as soon as practi-
cable after such emergency, as to whether such
rules and regulations shall be revoked or modified.
Added by St. 1 974, c. 670.
§ 86. Application of Sees. 83 to 85
The provisions of sections eighty-three to eighty-
five, inclusive, shall apply only to cities and towns
which accept the same.
Added by St. 1974, c. 670. Amended by St. 1988, c. 137.
§ 87. Intelligence test scores; records
The score of any group intelligence test adminis-
tered to a student enrolled in a public school shall
be removed from the record of said student at the
end of the school year in which such test was so
administered.
Added by St. 1 979, c. 91.
§ 88. Military recruiters; on-campus recruiting
opportunities
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to
the contrary, all public high schools shall offer the
same student information and on-campus recruit-
ing opportunities to representatives of state or
United States armed services as they offer to non-
military recruiters.
Added by St.1991, c. 145, § 35.
§ 89. Commonwealth charter schools; Horace
Mann charter schools; applications;
enrollment; employees; funding
(a) As used in this section the following words
shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
have the following meanings:
—
"Board ", the board of elementary and secondary
education.
"Charter school", commonwealth charter
schools and Horace Mann charter schools unless
specifically stated otherwise.
"Commissioner", the commissioner of elementa-
ry and secondary education.
"Department", the department of elementary
and secondary education.
"District", or "school district", the school de-
partment of a city, town, regional school district, or
county agricultural school.
"Superintendent", the superintendent of the dis-
trict.
(b) The purposes of establishing charter schools
are: (i) to stimulate the development of innovative
programs within public education; (ii) to provide
opportunities for innovative learning and assess-
ments; (iii) to provide parents and students with
greater options in selecting schools within and
outside their school districts; (iv) to provide teach-
ers with a vehicle for establishing schools with
alternative, innovative methods of educational in-
struction and school structure and management;
(v) to encourage performance-based educational
programs; (vi) to hold teachers and school admin-
istrators accountable for students' educational out-
comes; and (vii) to provide models for replication
in other public schools.
(c) A commonwealth charter school shall be a
public school, operated under a charter granted by
the board, which operates independently of a
school committee and is managed by a board of
trustees. The board of trustees of a commonwealth
charter school, upon receiving a charter from the
board, shall be deemed to be public agents author-
ized by the commonwealth to supervise and control
the charter school.
A Horace Mann charter school shall be a public
school or part of a public school operated under a
charter approved by the school committee and the
local collective bargaining unit in the district in
which the school is located; provided that all char-
ters shall be granted by the board of elementary
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and secondary education. A Horace Mann charter
school shall have a memorandum of understanding
with the school committee of the district in which
the charter school is located which, at a minimum,
defines the services and facilities to be provided by
the district to the charter school and states the
funding of the charter school by the district. A
Horace Mann charter school established as a con-
version of an existing public school shall not re-
quire approval of the local collective bargaining
unit, but shall require a memorandum of under-
standing agreement regarding any waivers to appli-
cable collective bargaining agreements; provided
further, that the memorandum of understanding
shall be approved by a majority of the school
faculty; provided further, that Horace Mann char-
ter schools that are conversion of existing public
schools shall not be subject to clause (1) of subsec-
tion (i). A vote by the school faculty shall be held
and finalized within 30 days of submission of the
charter school application to the board of elemen-
tary and secondary education. A Horace Mann
charter school shall be operated and managed by a
board of trustees independent of the school com-
mittee which approved the school. The board of
trustees may include a member of the school com-
mittee.
(d) Persons or entities eligible to submit an ap-
plication to establish a charter school shall include,
but not be limited to: (i) a non-profit business or
corporate entity; (ii) 2 or more certified teachers;
or (iii) 10 or more parents; provided, however,
that for profit business or corporate entities shall
be prohibited from applying for a charter. The
application may be filed in conjunction with a
college, university, museum or other similar non-
profit entity. Private and parochial schools shall
not be eligible for charter school status. The board
may authorize a single board of trustees to manage
more than 1 charter school; provided, however,
that each school is issued its own charter. The
commissioner shall provide technical assistance to
public school districts to assist in the development
of proposals for Horace Mann charter schools.
(e) The board shall establish the information
needed in an application for the approval of a
charter school; provided that the application shall
include, but not be limited to, a description of: (i)
the mission, purpose, innovation and specialized
focus of the proposed charter school; (ii) the inno-
vative methods to be used in the charter school and
how they differ from the district or districts from
which the charter school is expected to enroll stu-
dents; (iii) the organization of the school by ages of
students or grades to be taught, an estimate of the
total enrollment of the school and the district or
districts from which the school will enroll students;
(iv) the method for admission to the charter school;
(v) the educational program, instructional method-
ology and services to be offered to students, includ-
ing research on how the proposed program may
improve the academic performance of the sub-
groups listed in the recruitment and retention plan;
(vi) the school's capacity to address the particular
needs of limited English-proficient students, if ap-
plicable, to learn English and learn content matter,
including the employment of staff that meets the
criteria established by the department; (vii) how
the school shall involve parents as partners in the
education of their children; (viii) the school gover-
nance and bylaws; (ix) a proposed arrangement or
contract with an organization that shall manage or
operate the school, including any proposed or
agreed upon payments to such organization; (x)
the financial plan for the operation of the school;
(xi) the provision of school facilities and pupil
transportation; (xii) the number and qualifications
of teachers and administrators to be employed;
(xiii) procedures for evaluation and professional
development for teachers and administrators; (xiv)
a statement of equal educational opportunity which
shall state that charter schools shall be open to all
students, on a space available basis, and shall not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, creed, sex, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
mental or physical disability, age, ancestry, athletic
performance, special need, proficiency in the En-
glish language or academic achievement; (xv) a
student recruitment and retention plan, including
deliberate, specific strategies the school will use to
ensure the provision of equal educational opportu-
nity as stated in clause (xiv) and to attract, enroll
and retain a student population that, when com-
pared to students in similar grades in schools from
which the charter school is expected to enroll stu-
dents, contains a comparable academic and demo-
graphic profile; and (xvi) plans for disseminating
successes and innovations of the charter school to
other non-charter public schools.
(f) The student recruitment and retention plan
required under clause (xv) of subsection (e) shall
include, but not be limited to, a detailed descrip-
tion of deliberate, specific strategies the school will
use to maximize the number of students who suc-
cessfully complete all school requirements and
prevent students from dropping out. The student
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recruitment and retention plan shall be updated
annually and shall include annual goals for: (i) re-
cruitment activities; (ii) student retention activi-
ties; and (iii) student retention.
(g) To ensure that a commonwealth charter
school shall fulfill its obligations under its recruit-
ment and retention plan, the school district or
districts from which the commonwealth charter
school is expected to enroll students shall annually
provide, at the request of a commonwealth charter
school, to a third party mail house authorized by
the department, the addresses for all students in
the district eligible to enroll in the school, unless a
student's parent or guardian requests that the dis-
trict withhold that student's information; provided,
however, that the department may require the
charter school to send the mailing in the most
prevalent languages of the district or districts that
the charter school is authorized to serve.
At the request of a school district from which a
commonwealth charter school enrolls students, the
charter school shall provide to a third party mail
house the addresses for all students currently en-
rolled in the commonwealth charter school from
the district; provided, however, that the informa-
tion shall not be provided if a student's parent or
guardian requests that the school withhold that
student's information. Each district shall be per-
mitted to supply a mailing to the third party mail
house and pay for it to be copied and mailed to
families of students from said district enrolled in
the commonwealth charter school.
(h) An application submitted for the establish-
ment of a commonwealth charter school shall: (i)
be submitted to the board for approval under this
section; and (ii) be filed with the local school
committee for each school district from which the
charter school is expected to enroll students. Be-
fore final approval to establish a commonwealth
charter school, the board shall hold a public hear-
ing on the application in the school district in
which the proposed charter school is to be located
and solicit and review comments on the application
from the local school committee of each school
district from which the charter school is expected
to enroll students and any contiguous districts. At
least 1 member of the board shall attend the public
hearing. A comprehensive written summary of all
materials prepared by the department or its admin-
istrative subdivisions, which evaluates or recom-
mends approval or disapproval of a charter appli-
cation must be delivered to the members of the
board, the applicant, in support of, or in opposition
to, the school submitted not later than 3 days
before any board vote on the charter application.
All material in support of, or in opposition to, the
school submitted to the department or the board
shall be made available to the applicant and affect-
ed school districts before a vote by the board on a
commonwealth charter school application.
(i)(l) Not more than 120 charter schools shall be
allowed to operate in the commonwealth at any
time, excluding those approved pursuant to para-
graph (3); provided, however, that of the 120 char-
ter schools, not more than 48 shall be Horace
Mann charter schools; provided, however, not-
withstanding subsection (c) the 14 new Horace
Mann charter schools shall not be subject to the
requirement of an agreement with the local collec-
tive bargaining unit prior to board approval; pro-
vided, further, that after the charter for these 14
new Horace Mann charter schools have been
granted by the board, the schools shall develop a
memorandum of understanding with the school
committee and the local union regarding any waiv-
ers to applicable collective bargaining agreements;
provided, further, that if an agreement is not
reached on the memorandum of understanding at
least 30 days before the scheduled opening of the
school, the charter school shall operate under the
terms of its charter until an agreement is reached;
provided, further, that not less 4 of the new Horace
Mann charter schools shall be located in a munici-
pality with more than 500,000 residents; and not
more than 72 shall be commonwealth charter
schools. The board shall not approve a new com-
monwealth charter school in any community with
a population of less than 30,000 as determined by
the most recent United States Census estimate,
unless it is a regional charter school.
Applications to establish a charter school shall be
submitted to the board annually by November 15.
The board shall review the applications and grant
new charters in February of the following year.
(2) In any fiscal year, no public school district's
total charter school tuition payment to common-
wealth charter schools shall exceed 9 per cent of
the district's net school spending; provided, how-
ever, that a public school district's total charter
tuition payment to commonwealth charter schools
shall not exceed 18 per cent of the district's net
school spending if the school district qualifies un-
der paragraph (3). The commonwealth shall incur
charter school tuition payments for siblings attend-
ing commonwealth charter schools to the extent
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that their attendance would otherwise cause the
school district's charter school tuition payments to
exceed 9 per cent of the school district's net school
spending or 18 per cent for those districts that
qualify under said paragraph (3).
Not less than 2 of the new commonwealth char-
ters approved by the board in any year shall be
granted for charter schools located in districts
where overall student performance on the state-
wide assessment system approved by the board
under section 1/ of chapter 69 is in the lowest 10
per cent statewide in the 2 years preceding the
charter application.
In any fiscal year, the board shall approve only 1
regional charter school application of any com-
monwealth charter school located in a school dis-
trict where overall student performance on the
statewide assessment system is in the top 10 per
cent in the year preceding charter application.
The board may give priority to applicants that have
demonstrated broad community support, an inno-
vative educational plan, a demonstrated commit-
ment to assisting the district in which it is located
in bringing about educational change and a record
of operating at least 1 school or similar program
that demonstrates academic success and organiza-
tional viability and serves student populations simi-
lar to those the proposed school seeks to serve.
(3) In any fiscal year, if the board determines
based on student performance data collected pur-
suant to section 1/, said district is in the lowest
10 per cent of all statewide student performance
scores released in the 2 consecutive school years
before the date the charter school application is
submitted, the school district's total charter
school tuition payment to commonwealth charter
schools may exceed 9 per cent of the district's net
school spending but shall not exceed 18 per cent.
For a district qualifying under this paragraph
whose charter school tuition payments exceed 9
per cent of the school district's net school spend-
ing, the board shall only approve an application
for the establishment of a commonwealth charter
school if an applicant, or a provider with which
an applicant proposes to contract, has a record of
operating at least 1 school or similar program
that demonstrates academic success and organiza-
tional viability and serves student populations
similar to those the proposed school seeks to
serve, from the following categories of students,
those: (i) eligible for free lunch; (ii) eligible for
reduced price lunch; (iii) that require special edu-
cation; (iv) limited English-proficient of similar
language proficiency level as measured by the
Massachusetts English Proficiency Assessment ex-
amination; (v) sub-proficient, which shall mean
students who have scored in the "needs improve-
ment", "warning" or "failing" categories on the
mathematics or English language arts exams of
the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment
System for 2 of the past 3 years or as defined by
the department using a similar measurement; (vi)
who are designated as at risk of dropping out of
school based on predictors determined by the de-
partment; (vii) who have dropped out of school;
or (viii) other at-risk students who should be tar-
geted to eliminate achievement gaps among differ-
ent groups of students. For a district approach-
ing its net school spending cap, the board shall
give preference to applications from providers
building networks of schools in more than 1 mu-
nicipality.
The recruitment and retention plan of charter
schools approved under this paragraph shall, in
addition to the requirements under subsections (e)
and (f), include, but not limited to: (i) a detailed
description of deliberate, specific strategies the
charter school shall use to attract, enroll and retain
a student population that, when compared to stu-
dents in similar grades in schools from which the
charter school shall enroll students, contains a
comparable or greater percentage of special edu-
cation students or students who are limited En-
glish-proficient of similar language proficiency as
measured by the Massachusetts English Proficiency
Assessment examination and 2 or more of the fol-
lowing categories: students eligible for free lunch;
(ii) students eligible for reduced price lunch; stu-
dents who are sub-proficient, those students who
have scored in the "needs improvement", "warn-
ing" or "failing" categories on the mathematics or
English language arts exams of the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System for 2 of the
past 3 years or as defined by the department using
a similar measurement; (iii) students who are de-
termined to be at risk of dropping out of school
based on predictors determined by the department;
(iv) students who have dropped out of school; or
(v) other at-risk students who should be targeted in
order to eliminate achievement gaps among differ-
ent groups of students. A charter school approved
under this section shall supply a mailing in the
most prevalent languages of the district the charter
is authorized to serve to a third party mail house
and pay for it to be copied and mailed to eligible
students. If a school is or shall be located in a
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district with 10 per cent or more of limited En-
glish-proficient students, the recruitment strategies
shall include a variety of outreach efforts in the
most prevalent languages of the district. The re-
cruitment and retention plan shall be updated each
year to account for changes in both district and
charter school enrollment.
If a district is no longer in the lowest 10 per cent,
the net school spending cap shall be 9 per cent,
unless the district net school spending was above 9
per cent in the year prior to moving out of the
lowest 10 per cent in which case the net school
spending cap shall remain at the higher level plus
enrollment previous approved by the board. The
department shall determine and make available to
the public a list of the school districts in said
lowest 10 per cent.
(j) The board shall make the final determination
on granting charter school status and may condi-
tion charters on the applicant's taking certain ac-
tions or maintaining certain conditions. The board
shall establish criteria for the approval of a charter
application and recommendations to the board
shall be based upon and reference those criteria.
If a final application is deemed inadequate by the
department, the department may provide feedback
to the applicant and invite it to submit a stronger
application subsequently. Once a final application
has been filed, only minor, non-substantive amend-
ments shall be allowed. The department shall
maintain a written detailed summary of interviews
it conducts with final charter applicants and in-
clude that summary with the final application ma-
terials that are provided to the board, local school
officials and the public.
(k) A charter school established under a charter
granted by the board shall be a body politic and
corporate with all powers necessary or desirable
for carrying out its charter program, including, but
not limited to, the power to:
(1) adopt a name and corporate seal; provided
that any name selected must include the words
"charter school";
(2) sue and be sued, but only to the same extent
and upon the same conditions that a municipality
can be sued;
(3) acquire real property, from public or private
sources, by lease, lease with an option to purchase
or by gift, for use as a school facility; provided,
however, in the case of a Horace Mann charter
school, the approval of the local school committee
shall be obtained before acquisition of any such
real property owned or controlled by the body;
(4) receive and disburse funds for school pur-
poses;
(5) make contracts and leases for the procure-
ment of services, equipment and supplies; provid-
ed, however, that if the charter school intends to
procure substantially all educational services under
contract with another person, the terms of such a
contract must be approved by the board either as
part of the original charter or by way of an amend-
ment thereto; provided, further that the board
shall not approve any such contract terms, the
purpose or effect of which is to avoid the prohibi-
tion of this section against charter school status for
private and parochial schools;
(6) incur temporary debt in anticipation of re-
ceipt of funds; provided that a Horace Mann
school shall obtain the approval of the local school
committee and appropriate local appropriating au-
thorities and officials relative to any proposed lien
or encumbrance upon public school property or
relative to any financial obligation for which the
local school district shall become legally obligated;
and provided further, that notwithstanding any
general or special law to the contrary, the terms of
repayment of any charter school's debt shall not
exceed the duration of the school's charter without
the approval of the board;
(7) solicit and accept grants or gifts for school
purposes; and
(8) have such other powers available to a busi-
ness corporation formed under chapter 156B that
are not inconsistent with this chapter.
(/ ) Charter schools shall not charge a public
school for the use or replication of a part of their
curriculum subject to the prescriptions of a con-
tract between the charter schools and any third
party providers.
(m) Charter schools shall be open to all students,
on a space available basis, and shall not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
creed, sex, ethnicity, sexual orientation, mental or
physical disability, age, ancestry, athletic perform-
ance, special need, or proficiency in the English
language or a foreign language or academic
achievement. Charter schools may limit enroll-
ment to specific grade levels and may structure
curriculum around particular areas of focus such
as mathematics, science or the arts. There shall be
no application fee for admission to a charter
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school. There shall be no tuition charge for stu-
dents attending charter schools.
(n) Preference for enrollment in a common-
wealth charter school shall be given to students
who reside in the city or town in which the charter
school is located. Priority for enrollment in a
Horace Mann charter school shall be given first to
students actually enrolled in the school on the date
that the application is filed with the board and to
their siblings; second to other students actually
enrolled in the public schools of the district where
the Horace Mann charter school is to be located;
and third to other resident students.
If the total number of students who are eligible
to attend and apply to a charter school and who
reside in the city or town in which the charter
school is located or are siblings of students already
attending said charter school, is greater than the
number of spaces available, an admissions lottery,
including all eligible students applying, shall be
held to fill all of the spaces in that school from
among the students. If there are more spaces
available than eligible applicants from the city or
town in which the charter school is located and
who are siblings of current students and more
eligible applicants than spaces left available, a lot-
tery shall be held to determine which of the appli-
cants shall be admitted; provided, however, that a
lottery conducted for Horace Mann charter schools
shall reflect the enrollment priorities of this sec-
tion. Notwithstanding this subsection, upon appli-
cation by the board of trustees of a charter school
or by the persons or entities seeking to establish a
charter school, the board may amend or grant a
charter designating such school a regional charter
school; provided, however, that such regional
charter school shall be exempt from the local pref-
erence provision of this paragraph; provided fur-
ther, that such regional charter school shall contin-
ue to grant a preference of siblings of currently
enrolled students; and provided further, that if the
number of applicants remaining is greater than the
number of spaces available, such regional charter
school shall conduct a single lottery to determine
which applicants shall be admitted.
In any instance where a charter school approved
after January 1, 201 1 enrolls more than 20 per cent
of its total enrollment from school districts not
included in its original charter pursuant to subsec-
tion (h) for 2 consecutive years, the charter school
shall submit an application to the board for an
amendment to its charter that reflects its actual
enrollment patterns; provided further that upon
renewal of a charter school approved prior to Jan-
uary 1, 201 1, the board shall establish a timeline of
not less than 5 years for the charter to comply with
this requirement.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to
require a charter school to unenroll any student
currently in attendance at the time this act takes
effect.
When a student stops attending a charter school
for any reason, the charter school shall fill the
vacancy with the next available student on the
waitlist for the grade in which the vacancy occurs
and shall continue through the waitlist until a
student fills the vacant seat. If there is no waitlist,
a charter school shall publicize an open seat to the
students of the sending district or districts and
make attempts to fill said vacant seat. Charter
schools shall attempt to fill vacant seats up to
February 15, provided, however, that charter
schools may but are not required to fill vacant after
February 15. If a vacancy occurs after February
15, such vacancy shall remain with the grade co-
hort and shall be filled in the following September
if it has not previously been filled. A vacancy
occurring after February 15 shall not be filled by
adding a student to a lower grade level. Charter
schools shall attempt to fill vacant seats up to
February 15, excluding seats in the last half of the
grades offered by the charter school, and grades
10, 1 1 and 12. Within 30 days of a vacancy being
filled, the charter school shall send the name of the
student filling such vacancy to the department for
the purposes of the department updating its wait-
list.
The names of students who entered the lottery
but did not gain admission shall be maintained on
a waitlist, which shall be forwarded to the depart-
ment not later than June 1 in the year in which the
lottery is held. In addition to the names of stu-
dents, the school shall supply to the department
each student's home address, telephone number,
grade level and other information the department
deems necessary. The department shall maintain a
consolidated waitlist for each municipality in order
to determine the number of individual students in
each municipality seeking admission to charter
schools.
(o) Each charter school shall annually, not later
than April 1, notify each public school district in
writing of the number and grade levels of students
who will be attending the charter school from that
district the following September as well as the
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number of new students who will be transferring
from that district to the charter school in the fol-
lowing September. Tuition for charter school stu-
dents shall only be paid for the number of students
for whom notification has been reported by April 1
.
Tuition for charter school students shall be paid
only for students actually enrolled in the school.
(p) A student may withdraw from a charter
school at any time and enroll in another public
school where the student resides.
A student may be expelled from a charter school
based on criteria determined by the board of trus-
tees, and approved by the board, with the advice of
the principal and teachers; provided, however,
that charter school policies shall be consistent with
sections 37H and 37H/6.
(q) A charter school may be located in part of an
existing public school building, in space provided
on a private work site, in a public building or any
other suitable location; provided, however, that no
school building assistance funds authorized under
chapter 70B shall be awarded to a commonwealth
charter school for the purpose of constructing,
reconstructing or improving a commonwealth
charter school.
(r) The school committee of each district where
a Horace Mann charter school is located shall
develop a plan to disseminate innovative practices
of the charter school to other public schools within
the district subject to the provisions of any contract
between the Horace Mann charter school and any
third party provider.
The commissioner shall facilitate the dissemina-
tion of successful innovation programs of charter
schools and provide technical assistance for other
school districts to replicate such programs. Each
charter school shall collaborate with its sending
district on the sharing of innovative practices.
(s) A charter school shall operate in accordance
with its charter and the provisions of law regulat-
ing other public schools; provided, however, that
sections 41 and 42 shall not apply to employees of
commonwealth charter schools. Charter schools
shall comply with the chapters 71A and 7 IB; pro-
vided, however, that the fiscal responsibility of a
special needs student currently enrolled in or de-
termined to require a private day or residential
school shall remain with the school district where
the student resides. If a charter school expects
that a special needs student currently enrolled in
the charter school may be in need of the services of
a private day or residential school, it shall convene
an individual education plan team meeting for the
student. Notice of the team meeting shall be pro-
vided to the special education department of the
school district in which the child resides at least 5
days in advance. Personnel from the school dis-
trict in which the child resides shall be allowed to
participate in the team meeting concerning future
placement of the child.
(t) Horace Mann charter schools shall be exempt
from local collective bargaining agreements to the
extent provided by the terms of its charter; provid-
ed, however, that employees of the Horace Mann
charter school shall continue to be members of the
local collective bargaining unit and shall accrue
seniority and shall receive, at a minimum, the
salary and benefits established in the contract of
the local collective bargaining unit where the Hor-
ace Mann charter school is located. Employees of
Horace Mann charter schools shall be exempt from
all union and school committee work rules to the
extent provided by the school's charter. Employ-
ees in Horace Mann charter schools shall be re-
quired to work the full work day and work year to
the extent provided by the terms of the school's
charter.
(u) Notwithstanding this section or any other
general or special law to the contrary, for the
purposes of chapter 268A: (i) a charter school shall
be deemed to be a state agency; and (ii) the ap-
pointing official of a member of the board of trus-
tees of a charter school shall be deemed to be the
commissioner. Members of boards of trustees of
charter schools operating under the this section
shall file a disclosure annually with the state ethics
commission, the department and the city or town
clerk wherein such charter school is located. The
disclosure is in addition to the requirements of said
chapter 268A and a member of a board of trustees
must also comply with the disclosure and other
requirements of said chapter 268A. The form of
the disclosure shall be prescribed by the ethics
commission and shall be signed under penalty of
perjury. Such form shall be limited to a statement
in which members of the board of trustees shall
disclose any financial interest that they or a mem-
ber of their immediate families, as defined in sec-
tion 1 of said chapter 268A, have in any charter
school located in the commonwealth or in another
state or with a person doing business with a char-
ter school
Each member of a board of trustees of a charter
school shall file such disclosure for the preceding
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calendar year with the commission within 30 days
of becoming a member of the board of trustees, by
September 1 of each year thereafter that the person
is a member of the board and by September 1 of
the year after the person ceases to be a member of
the board; provided, however, that no member of a
board of trustees shall be required to file a disclo-
sure for the year in which he ceases to be a
member of the board if he served less than 30 days
in that year.
(v) Students in charter schools shall be required
to meet the same performance standards, testing
and portfolio requirements set by the board for
students in other public schools.
(w) The board of trustees, in consultation with
the teachers, shall determine the school's curricu-
lum and develop the school's annual budget. The
board of trustees of each Horace Mann charter
school shall annually submit to the superintendent
and school committee of the district in which the
school is located a budget request for the following
fiscal year. The school committee shall act on the
budget request in conjunction with its actions on
the district's overall budget. Each Horace Mann
charter school shall receive in response to the
budget request not less than it would have under
the district's budgetary allocation rules. The board
of trustees may appeal any disproportionate bud-
getary allocation to the commissioner, who shall
determine an equitable funding level for the school
and shall require the school committee to provide
the funding.
Following the appropriation of the district's op-
erating budget for the fiscal year, the amount ap-
proved by the local appropriating authority for the
operation of each Horace Mann charter school
shall be available for expenditure by the board of
trustees of the school for any lawful purpose with-
out further approval by the superintendent or the
school committee. A Horace Mann charter school
shall not expend or incur obligations in excess of
its budget request; provided, however, that a Hor-
ace Mann charter school may spend federal and
state grants and other funds received independent
of the school district not accounted for in the
charter school's budget request without prior ap-
proval from the superintendent or the school com-
mittee.
(x) Upon approval of a Horace Mann charter
school by the board, the superintendent where the
Horace Mann charter school is to be located shall
reassign, to the extent provided by the terms of its
charter, any faculty member who wishes to be
reassigned to another school located within the
district.
(y) Employees of charter schools shall be consid-
ered public employees for purposes of tort liability
under chapter 258 and for collective bargaining
purposes under chapter 150E. The board of trus-
tees shall be considered the public employer for
purposes of tort liability under said chapter 258
and for collective bargaining purposes under said
chapter 150E; provided, however, that in the case
of a Horace Mann charter school, the school com-
mittee of the school district in which the Horace
Mann charter school is located shall remain the
employer for collective bargaining purposes under
said chapter 150E. Teachers employed by a char-
ter school shall be subject to the state teacher
retirement system under chapter 32 and service in
a charter school shall be creditable service within
the meaning thereof.
A charter school shall recognize an employee
organization designated by the authorization cards
of 50 per cent of its employees in the appropriate
bargaining unit as the exclusive representative of
all the employees in such unit for the purpose of
collective bargaining.
(z) Each local school district shall be required to
grant a leave of absence to any teacher in the
public schools system requesting such leave to
teach in a commonwealth charter school. A teach-
er may request a leave of absence for up to 2 years.
At the end of the second year, the teacher may
either return to his former teaching position or, if
he chooses to continue teaching at the common-
wealth charter school, resign from his school dis-
trict position.
(aa) Notwithstanding section 59C, the internal
form of governance of a charter school shall be
determined by the school's charter.
(bb) A charter school shall comply with all appli-
cable state and federal health and safety laws and
regulations.
(cc) The students who reside in the school dis-
trict in which the charter school is located shall be
provided transportation to the charter school by
the resident district's school committee on similar
terms and conditions as transportation is provided
to students attending local district schools if the
transportation is requested by the charter school.
In providing the transportation, the school com-
mittee shall accommodate the particular school
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day and school year of the charter school; provid-
ed, however, that in the event that a school com-
mittee limits transportation for district school stu-
dents, the school district shall not be required to
provide transportation to any commonwealth char-
ter school beyond the limitations. A charter school
and the sending district shall meet to plan bus
routes and charter school starting and ending
times in order to assist the district with cost effec-
tive means of transportation. Schools operating
under a charter granted after January 1, 1997, and
all charter schools operating during fiscal year
1999 and thereafter, shall not receive funds for
transportation above the amount actually required
by such charter school for the provision of trans-
portation services to eligible students. If the send-
ing district provides an alternative method of
transportation for students enrolled in the sending
district's public schools, it shall not be assessed for
transportation costs which exceed the per pupil
cost of said alternative. Costs for transportation
shall be included only if transportation is provided
for students in the same program and grade level
as those in the charter school. Students who do
not reside in the district in which the charter
school is located shall be eligible for transportation
in accordance with section 12B of chapter 76. A
regional charter school as designated by the board,
and whose charter provides for transportation of
all students from charter municipalities shall also
be reimbursed by the commonwealth under section
16C of chapter 71 for transportation provided to
pupils residing outside the municipality where the
charter school is located, but no reimbursement for
transportation between the charter school and
home shall be made on account of any pupil who
resides less than 1.5 miles from the charter school,
measured by a commonly traveled route. If a
charter school provides its own transportation, the
school shall coordinate and collaborate with the
sending district to provide cost effective means of
transportation. All such transportation shall be
determined in advance of the approval of the dis-
trict's final budget for a fiscal year; provided,
however, that a commonwealth charter school
shall be required to determine such transportation
in the first year of its operation as soon as practica-
ble.
(dd) A charter granted by the board shall be for
5 years. The board shall develop procedures and
guidelines for revocation and renewal of a school's
charter; provided, however, that a charter for a
Horace Mann charter school shall not be renewed
by the board without a majority vote of the school
committee and local collective bargaining unit in
the district where said charter school is located;
provided, however, that a commonwealth charter
shall not be renewed unless the board of trustees of
the charter school has documented in a manner
approved by the board that said commonwealth
charter school has provided models for replication
and best practices to the commissioner and to
other public schools in the district where the char-
ter school is located.
When deciding on charter renewal, the board
shall consider progress made in student academic
achievement, whether the school has met its obli-
gations and commitments under the charter, the
extent to which the school has followed its recruit-
ment and retention plan by using deliberate, specif-
ic strategies towards recruiting and retaining the
categories of students enumerated in paragraph (3)
of subsection (i) and the extent to which the school
has enhanced its plan as necessary. The board
may impose conditions on the charter school upon
renewal if it fails to adhere to and enhance its
recruitment and retention plan as required. When
deciding on charter renewal, the board shall take
into account the annual attrition of students. The
board shall also consider innovations that have
been successfully implemented by the charter
school and the evidence that supports the effective-
ness of these practices. Upon renewal of its char-
ter, a school shall update and enhance its recruit-
ment and retention plan as necessary to account
for changes in enrollment.
(ee) The board may revoke a school's charter if
the school has not fulfilled any conditions imposed
by the board in connection with the grant of the
charter or the school has violated any provision of
its charter. The board may place conditions on a
charter or may place a charter school on a proba-
tionary status to allow the implementation of a
remedial plan after which, if said plan is unsuc-
cessful, the charter may be summarily revoked.
(ff) Commonwealth charter schools shall be
funded as follows: the commonwealth shall pay a
tuition amount to the charter school, which shall
be the sum of the tuition amounts calculated sepa-
rately for each district sending students to the
charter school. Tuition amounts for each sending
district shall be calculated by the department using
the formula set forth herein, to reflect, as much as
practicable, the actual per pupil spending amount
that would be expended in the district if the stu-
dents attended the district schools. The tuition
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amount shall be calculated separately for each dis-
trict sending students to a charter school, and for
each charter school to which a district sends stu-
dents. Each district's per pupil tuition amount for
each charter school to which it sends students shall
include a per pupil foundation budget component,
adjusted to reflect the actual net school spending in
the sending district.
In calculating the per pupil foundation budget
component, the department shall calculate a foun-
dation budget for the students from each sending
district attending the charter school in the previous
fiscal year, pursuant to the provisions of section 2
of chapter 70; provided, that the department shall
not include in said calculation the assumed tu-
itioned-out special education enrollment, nor any
amounts generated by said assumed enrollment, as
defined by said section 2. The per pupil founda-
tion budget component shall be the district's foun-
dation budget for the charter school, as so calculat-
ed, divided by the number of students attending the
charter school from the sending district in the
previous fiscal year. The per pupil foundation
budget component shall be calculated separately
for each charter school to which a district sends
students. The foundation budget for a charter
school shall be the sum of the foundation budgets
for the charter school for each district sending
students to the charter school.
In adjusting the per pupil foundation budget
component, the department shall calculate for each
sending district an above foundation spending per-
centage, which shall be the percentage by which
the district's actual net school spending exceeds the
foundation budget for the district, as calculated
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 70. The
department shall further calculate the percentage
of actual net school spending reported by the send-
ing district associated with tuition costs for tu-
itioned-out special education students, including
education that occurs in educational collaboratives,
and with spending on health care costs for retired
employees, for any district for which such costs are
included in net school spending, and shall reduce
the district's above foundation spending percentage
proportionately. The per pupil foundation budget
component for each charter school to which the
sending district sends students shall be increased
by said adjusted above foundation spending per-
centage.
The total tuition amount owed by a sending dis-
trict to a charter school shall be the per pupil
tuition amount as defined above, multiplied by the
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total number of students attending the charter
school from that district in the current fiscal year.
The sending district's total charter school tuition
amount for purposes of the following paragraphs
shall be the sum of the district's tuition amounts
for each charter school to which the district sends
students, calculated using the provisions of this
section. The receiving charter school's total char-
ter school tuition amount shall be the sum of the
tuition amounts calculated for the charter school
for each district sending students to the charter
school.
If a charter school student previously attended a
private or parochial school or was home schooled,
the commonwealth shall assume the first year cost
for that student and shall not reduce the sending
district's chapter 70 aid for that student's tuition in
that fiscal year.
The state treasurer is hereby authorized and di-
rected to deduct a district's total charter school
tuition amount, as calculated herein, from the total
state school aid, as defined in section 2 of said
chapter 70, of the district in which the student
resides prior to the distribution of said aid. In the
case of a child residing in a municipality which
belongs to a regional school district, the charter
school tuition amount shall be deducted from said
chapter 70 education aid of the school district
appropriate to the grade level of the child. If, in a
single district, the total of all such deductions ex-
ceeds the total of said education aid, this excess
amount shall be deducted from other aid appropri-
ated to the city or town. If, in a single district, the
total of all such deductions exceeds the total state
aid appropriated, the commonwealth shall appro-
priate this excess amount; provided, however, that
if said district has exempted itself from the provi-
sions of said chapter 70 by accepting section 14 of
said chapter 70, the commonwealth shall assess
said district for said excess amount.
The state treasurer is hereby further authorized
and directed to disburse to the charter school an
amount equal to the charter school's total charter
school tuition amount as defined abo\ e.
If more than 1 charter school is managed by a
single network or board of trustees, funding shall
not be transferred among individual schools within
the network unless such schools are located in the
same school district.
The department shall, subject to appropriation,
provide funding to charter schools for a portion of
the per pupil capital needs component included in
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the charter tuition amount and shall reimburse the
sending school districts for said costs. In fiscal
year 201 1 and thereafter, such funding shall not be
less than the per pupil amount provided in fiscal
year 2010.
In the event of a charter school closing or elimi-
nating grade levels as required by the board, the
school district shall retain chapter 70 allotments
for the students who attended those grade levels in
the previous year.
(gg) Any district whose total charter school tu-
ition amount is greater than its total charter school
tuition amount for the previous year shall be reim-
bursed by the commonwealth in accordance with
this paragraph and subject to appropriation; pro-
vided, however, that no funds for said reimburse-
ments shall be deducted from funds distributed
pursuant to chapter 70. The reimbursement
amount shall be equal to 100 per cent of the
increase in the year in which the increase occurs
and 25 per cent in the second, third, fourth, fifth
and sixth years following.
(hh) If the unencumbered amount of cumulative
surplus revenue from tuition held by a charter
school at the end of a fiscal year, less (i) the
amount of the fourth quarter tuition payment, (ii)
the amount held in reserve for the purchase or
renovation of an academic facility pursuant to a
capital plan, and (iii) any reserve funds held as
security for bank loans, exceeds 20 per cent of its
operating budget and its budgeted capital costs for
the succeeding fiscal year as is reported in a capital
plan to be submitted in the school's most recent
annual report, the amount in excess of said 20 per
cent shall be returned by the charter school to the
sending district or districts and the state in propor-
tion to their share of tuition paid during the fiscal
year. At the end of each fiscal year, the commis-
sioner shall certify the amounts described above
and the amount, if any, by which it exceeds 20 per
cent of the school's operating budget and its bud-
geted capital costs for the succeeding fiscal year,
and shall report such amount to the school com-
mittee of the sending district or districts and the
applicable board of selectmen or city council by
December 1 of each year. A charter school shall
annually make any payment required by this sub-
section no later than December 31.
(ii) No teacher shall be hired by a common-
wealth charter school who is not certified pursuant
to section 38G unless the teacher has successfully
passed the state teacher test as required in said
section 38G.
(jj) Each charter school shall submit an annual
report, no later than August 1, to the board, the
local school committee, each parent or guardian of
its enrolled students and each parent or guardian
contemplating enrollment in that charter school.
The annual report shall be in such form as may be
prescribed by the board and shall include, but not
be limited to: (i) discussion of progress made to-
ward the achievement of the goals set forth in the
charter; and (ii) a financial statement setting forth
by appropriate categories the revenue and expendi-
tures for the year just ended and a balance sheet
setting forth the charter school's assets, liabilities
and fund balances or equities.
The department shall promulgate regulations
creating a reporting requirement for a charter
school's net asset balance at the end of the fiscal
year; provided, however, that said regulations
shall require, without limitation, the following: the
revenue and expenditures for the year just ended
with a specific accounting of the uses of public and
private dollars; how the capital needs component
of the charter school's tuition was spent; compen-
sation and benefits for teachers, staff, administra-
tors, executives, and board of trustees; the amount
of any and all funds transferred to a management
company; the sources of any surplus funds, specifi-
cally whether they are private or public; how any
surplus funds were used in the previous fiscal year;
and the planned use of any surplus funds in the
upcoming fiscal year on in future fiscal years.
Each charter school shall keep an accurate ac-
count of all its activities and all its receipts and
expenditures and shall annually cause an indepen-
dent audit to be made of its accounts. Such audit
shall be filed annually on or before January 1 with
the department and the state auditor and shall be
in a form prescribed by the state auditor. The state
auditor may investigate the budget and finances of
charter schools and their financial dealings, trans-
actions and relationships, and shall have the power
to examine the records of charter schools and to
prescribe methods of accounting and the rendering
of periodic reports.
(kk) The commissioner shall collect data on the
racial, ethnic and socio-economic make-up of the
student enrollment of each charter school in the
commonwealth. The commissioner shall also col-
lect data on the number of students enrolled in
each charter school who have individual education
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plans pursuant to chapter 71 B and those requiring
English language learners programs under chapter
71 A. The commissioner shall file said data annual-
ly with the clerks of the house and senate and the
joint committee on education not later than De-
cember 1.
(//) Individuals or groups may complain to a
charter school's board of trustees concerning any
claimed violations of the provisions of this section
by the school. If, after presenting their complaint
to the trustees, the individuals or groups believe
their complaint has not been adequately addressed,
they may submit their complaint to the board
which shall investigate such complaint and make a
formal response.
(mm) The board shall promulgate regulations for
implementation and enforcement of this section.
Added by St. 1993, c. 71, § 55. Amended by St. 1995, c.
38, § 102; St.1996, c. 72; St.1996, c. 151, §§ 223 to 225;
St. 1997, c. 46, § 2; St. 1997, c. 176, § 1; St. 1998, c. 99,
§ 5; St.2000, c. 227, §§ 1 to 6; St.2002, c. 218, § 14;
St.2004, c. 352, § 31, eff. Sept. 17, 2004; St.2010, c. 12,
§ 7, eff. Jan. 19, 2010; St.2010, c. 131, § 51, eff. July 1,
2010.
§ 90. Classroom placement of twins or higher
order multiples
A parent or guardian of twins or higher order
multiples may, if the children are in the same
grade level at the same school request that the
children be placed in the same classroom or in
separate classrooms. The school may recommend
classroom placement to the parents and provide
professional education advice to the parents to
assist in making the best decision for their chil-
dren's education; provided, however, that the
school shall provide the placement requested by
the children's parent or guardian. The parent or
guardian must request the classroom placement
not later than 14 days after the first day of each
school year or 14 days after the first day of attend-
ance of the children during a school year.
For purposes of this section, "higher order multi-
ples", shall mean triplets, quadruplets, quintuplets,
or more.
Added by St.2008, c. 335, § 1, eff. on or before Aug. 1,
2009.
§ 91. Recovery High School; definition; en-
rollment; student performance; rules
and regulations
(a) The term "Recovery High School" shall
mean a public school or collaborative program for
students diagnosed with substance use disorder or
dependency, as defined by the Diagnostic and Sta-
tistical Manual of Mental Disorders IV-TR, that
provides: (1) a comprehensive 4-year high school
education, and (2) a structured plan of recovery.
(b) A school district shall transfer the state aver-
age foundation budget per pupil to a Recovery
High School for a student meeting the following
criteria: (1) the student is currently enrolled in the
district or currently resides in the municipality in
which the district is located; (2) the student is
considered by a clinician, as defined by 105 CMR
164.006, to be clinically appropriate, using the
criteria for Substance Use Disorders as defined in
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders IV-TR; and (3) the student meets all
matriculation criteria as outlined by the sending
district and the department of elementary and sec-
ondary education, with determination of academic
eligibility based on existing documentation provid-
ed by the district. The district and the Recovery
High School shall arrange to confer a diploma
when a student completes state and district-man-
dated graduation requirements.
(c) A Recover}' High School shall submit to the
board of elementary and secondary education data
considered necessary by the board to provide in-
formation regarding each student's academic per-
formance. A Recovery High School shall also
submit to the department of public health data re-
garding each student's recovery.
(d) The board of elementary and secondary edu-
cation, in consultation with the department of pub-
lic health and the department of mental health,
shall promulgate rules and regulations, as neces-
sary to implement this section.
Added by St.2009, c. 27, § 65, eff. July 1, 2009. Amend-
ed by St.2010, c. 131, § 52, eff. July 1, 2010.
§ 92. Innovation Schools
(a) An Innovation School shall be a public
school, operating within a public school district,
that is established for the purpose of improving
school performance and student achievement
through increased autonomy and flexibility. An
Innovation School may be established as a new
public school or as a conversion of an existing
public school. A student who is enrolled in a
school at the time it is established as an Innovation
School shall retain the ability to remain enrolled in
the school if the student chooses to do so.
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(b) An Innovation School may establish an advi-
sory board of trustees. An Innovation School shall
have increased autonomy and flexibility in 1 or
more of the following areas: (i) curriculum; (ii)
budget; (iii) school schedule and calendar; (iv)
staffing policies and procedures, including waivers
from or modifications to, contracts or collective
bargaining agreements; (v) school district policies
and procedures; and (vi) professional develop-
ment. An Innovation School shall receive each
school year from the school committee the same
per pupil allocation as any other district school
receives. An Innovation School may retain any
unused funds and use the funds in subsequent
school years. An Innovation School may establish
a non-profit organization that may, among other
things, assist the school with fundraising. A dis-
trict shall not reduce its funding to an Innovation
School as a result of the school's fundraising activi-
ties.
(c) An Innovation School established under this
section shall be authorized by the local school
committee and shall operate according to an inno-
vation plan, which shall articulate the areas of
autonomy and flexibility under subsection (b). To
the extent practicable, the innovation plan shall be
based on student outcome data, including, but not
limited to: (i) student achievement on the Massa-
chusetts Comprehensive Assessment System; (ii)
other measures of student achievement, approved
by the commissioner, as appropriate; (iii) student
promotion, graduation rates and dropout rates;
(iv) achievement data for different subgroups of
students, including low-income students as defined
by chapter 70, limited English-proficient students
and students receiving special education; and (v)
student attendance, dismissal rates and exclusion
rates.
An Innovation School shall operate in accor-
dance with the law regulating other public schools,
except as the law conflicts with this section or any
innovation plans created thereunder.
(d) An Innovation School is a school in which:
(i) faculty and leadership are primarily responsible
for developing the innovation plan under which the
school operates and leadership is responsible for
meeting the terms of the innovation plan; or (ii) an
external partner is primarily responsible for devel-
oping the innovation plan under which the school
operates and the external partner is responsible for
meeting the terms of the innovation plan.
(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prohibit: (i) the establishment of an Innovation
School as an academy within an existing public
school; (ii) the establishment of an Innovation
School serving students from 2 or more school
districts; provided, however, that all of the provi-
sions of this section are met by each school district;
(iii) the simultaneous establishment of 2 or more
Innovation Schools as an Innovation Schools Zone
within a school district; or (iv) the establishment of
an Innovation School as a virtual public school
that provides instruction to students through dis-
tance learning, including online learning programs
and courses, subject to regulations adopted by the
board of elementary and secondary education.
(f) The following shall be eligible applicants for
the purposes of establishing an Innovation School:
(i) parents; (ii) teachers; (iii) parent-teacher organ-
izations; (iv) principals; (v) superintendents; (vi)
school committees; (vii) teacher unions; (viii) col-
leges and universities; (ix) non-profit community-
based organizations; (x) non-profit business or cor-
porate entities; (xi) non-profit charter school oper-
ators; (xii) non-profit education management or-
ganizations; (xii) educational collaboratives; (xiv)
consortia of these groups; and (xv) non-profit enti-
ties authorized by the commissioner. Private and
parochial schools shall not be eligible to operate an
Innovation School.
(g) The local school committee, local teacher's
union and superintendent of the district shall fol-
low a process, consistent with this subsection and
subsections (h) to (o), inclusive, for which an exist-
ing district school may be converted to an Innova-
tion School or by which a new Innovation School
may be established within the district. This pro-
cess shall require that an eligible applicant propos-
ing to establish an Innovation School prepare a
prospectus regarding the proposed school. The
prospectus shall include, but not be limited to, a
description of: (i) whether the school will be a new
school or a conversion of an existing school; (ii) if
the school is a new school, the proposed location of
the school; (iii) if the school is a conversion of an
existing school, the school that is being proposed
for conversion; (iv) the external partners, if any,
that will be involved in the school; (v) the number
of students the school is anticipated to serve and
the number of staff expected to be employed at the
school; (vi) the overall vision for the school, in-
cluding improving school performance and student
achievement; (vii) specific needs or challenges the
school shall be designed to address; (viii) a prelim-
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inary assessment of the autonomy and flexibility
under subsection (b) that the school will seek; (ix)
why such flexibility is desirable to carry out the
objectives of the school; (x) anticipated compo-
nents of the school's innovation plan; (xi) a prelim-
inary description of the process that shall be used
to involve appropriate stakeholders in the develop-
ment of the innovation plan; and (xii) a proposed
timetable for development and establishment of the
proposed school.
(h) Upon completion of the prospectus under
subsection (g), an eligible applicant shall submit
the prospectus to the superintendent, who shall
within 30 days convene a screening committee
consisting of the superintendent or a designee, a
school committee member or a designee selected
by the school committee and a representative from
the leadership of the local teacher's union.
The screening committee shall review the pro-
spectus for the purpose of determining whether the
prospectus: (i) presents a sound and coherent plan
for improving school performance and student
achievement; (ii) supports or enhances existing
educational efforts in the district; and (iii) reason-
ably can be expanded into a comprehensive inno-
vation plan. In the case of a new school, the
committee will prepare an impact statement de-
scribing how the new school will affect the chil-
dren and faculty in the district. Within 30 days of
receiving a prospectus, the screening committee
shall decide, on the basis of a two-thirds vote, to
accept or reject the prospectus, or return the pro-
spectus to the eligible applicant for revisions. If a
prospectus is rejected or returned, the screening
committee shall submit a detailed explanation for
the decision to the applicant. A prospectus that is
rejected or returned may be revised and resubmit-
ted for subsequent consideration.
(i) Upon the acceptance of a prospectus by the
screening committee under subsection (h), the ap-
plicant shall form an innovation plan committee of
not more than 1 1 individuals within 30 days. The
purpose of the innovation plan committee shall be
to: (i) develop the innovation plan described in
subsection (c); (ii) assure that appropriate stake-
holders are represented in the development of the
proposed Innovation School; and (iii) provide
meaningful opportunities for the stakeholders to
contribute to the development of such school. The
size and composition of the innovation plan com-
mittee shall be determined by the applicant; pro-
vided, however, that the committee shall include:
(i) the applicant; (ii) the superintendent or a desig-
nee; (iii) a school committee member or a desig-
nee; (iv) a parent who has 1 or more children
enrolled in the school, or in the case of a new
school, from the district; (v) a principal employed
by the district; and (vi) 2 teachers employed by the
district. The applicant shall select the parent from
among nominees submitted by parent-teacher or-
ganizations in the district. If the district does not
contain a parent-teacher organization or if the or-
ganization does not submit nominees, the applicant
shall select the parent from among volunteers in
the area or community the proposed school is
expected to serve. The applicant shall select the
principal and 1 teacher from among volunteers in
the district and 1 teacher from among nominees
submitted by the local teacher's union.
(j) Upon the formation of the innovation plan
committee in subsection (i), the committee shall
develop the innovation plan for the proposed In-
novation School. The purpose of the innovation
plan shall be to comprehensively articulate the
areas of autonomy and flexibility under subsection
(b) that the proposed school will use. The innova-
tion plan shall include, but not be limited to: (i) a
curriculum plan, which shall include a detailed
description of the curriculum and related pro-
grams for the proposed school and how the curric-
ulum is expected to improve school performance
and student achievement; (ii) a budget plan,
which shall include a detailed description of how
funds shall be used differently in the proposed
school to support school performance and student
achievement; (iii) a school schedule plan, which
shall include a detailed description of the ways, if
any, the program or calendar of the proposed
school will be enhanced or expanded; (iv) a staff-
ing plan, which shall include a detailed descrip-
tion of how the school principal, administrators,
faculty and staff will be recruited, employed, eval-
uated and compensated in the proposed school
and any proposed waivers or modifications of col-
lective bargaining agreements; (v) a policy and
procedures plan, which shall include a detailed
description of the unique operational policies and
procedures to be used by the proposed school and
how the procedures shall support school perform-
ance and student achievement; and (vi) a profes-
sional development plan, which shall include a
detailed description of how the school may pro-
vide high-quality professional development to its
administrators, teachers and staff.
In order to assess the proposed school across
multiple measures of school performance and stu-
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dent success, the innovation plan shall include
measurable annual goals including, but not limited
to, the following: (i) student attendance; (ii) stu-
dent safety and discipline; (iii) student promotion
and graduation and dropout rates; (iv) student
achievement on the Massachusetts Comprehensive
Assessment System; (v) progress in areas of aca-
demic underperformance; and (vi) progress among
subgroups of students, including low-income stu-
dents as defined by chapter 70, limited English-
proficient students and students receiving special
education; (7) reduction of achievement gaps
among different groups of students.
A majority vote of the innovation plan committee
shall be required for approval of the innovation
plan.
(k) The provisions of the collective bargaining
agreements applicable to the administrators, teach-
ers and staff in the school shall be considered to be
in operation at an Innovation School, except to the
extent the provisions are waived or modified under
the innovation plan and such waivers or modifica-
tions are approved under subsections (/ ) and (m).
(/) In the case of a school conversion, upon com-
pletion of the innovation plan in subsection (j),, 1
the applicant shall submit the innovation plan to
teachers in the school that is proposed for conver-
sion for approval by secret ballot within 30 days.
A two-thirds vote of the teachers shall be required
to approve the plan. Upon approval of an innova-
tion plan by the applicable union members the plan
shall, within 7 days, be submitted to the school-
committee. 2 If a two-thirds vote is not achieved,
the innovation plan committee may revise the inno-
vation plan as necessary and submit the revised
plan to the teachers for a subsequent vote.
In the case of a new school, upon the completion
of the innovation plan in subsection (j), the appli-
cant, a local union and the superintendent shall
negotiate waivers or modifications to the applica-
ble collective bargaining agreement necessary for
the school to implement the innovation plan.
Upon the conclusion of the negotiations, the inno-
vation plan shall be submitted immediately to the
school committee. If the negotiations have not
resulted in an agreement within 40 days, either
party may petition the division of labor relations
for the selection of an arbitrator. The division
shall select an arbitrator within 3 days of the peti-
tion from a list submitted by the parties. The
arbitrator shall conduct a hearing within 14 days of
the arbitrator's selection. The arbitrator shall con-
sider the parties' positions and the needs of the
students in the district. The arbitrator's decision
shall be consistent with the contents of the innova-
tion plan developed by the applicant. The arbitra-
tor shall, within 14 days of the close of the hearing,
submit a decision which shall be final and binding
on the parties.
(m) Upon receipt of an innovation plan regard-
ing an Innovation School, a school committee shall
hold at least 1 public hearing on the innovation
plan. After the public hearing, but not later than
60 days after the receipt of the innovation plan, the
school committee shall, on the basis of the quality
of the plan and in consideration of comments sub-
mitted by the public, undertake a final vote to
authorize the Innovation School for a period of not
more than 5 years, subject to subsection (n). Ap-
proval of the majority of the school committee as
fully constituted shall be required to authorize an
Innovation School. If the approval is not obtained,
an innovation plan committee may revise the inno-
vation plan and: (i) in the case of a new school,
submit the revised plan to the school committee for
a subsequent vote; or (ii) in the case of a conver-
sion, submit the revised plan to the teachers in the
school that is proposed for conversion for a vote,
pursuant to subsection (/ ); provided, however, that
the plan meets the requirements for approval un-
der subsection (/ ), submit the revised plan to the
school committee for a subsequent vote. A school
committee shall vote on a revised plan submitted
pursuant to this subsection within 60 days of the
receipt of such plan and contract.
(n) All Innovation Schools authorized under sub-
section (m) shall be evaluated by the superinten-
dent at least annually. The superintendent shall
transmit the evaluation to the school committee
and the commissioner of elementary and secondary
education. The purpose of the evaluation shall be
to determine whether the school has met the annu-
al goals in its innovation plan and assess the imple-
mentation of the innovation plan at the school. If
the school committee determines, on the advice of
the superintendent, that the school has not met 1
or more goals in the innovation plan and that the
failure to meet the goals may be corrected through
reasonable modification of the plan, the school
committee may amend the innovation plan as nec-
essary. After the superintendent assesses the im-
plementation of the innovation plan at the school,
the school committee may, on the advice of the
superintendent, amend the plan if the school com-
mittee determines that the amendment is necessary
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in view of subsequent changes in the district that
affect 1 or more components of the plan, including,
but not limited to, changes to contracts, collective
bargaining agreements or school district policies;
provided, however, that an amendment involving a
subsequent change to a teacher contract shall first
be approved by teachers at the school under the
procedures in subsection (/ ).
If the school committee determines, on the ad-
vice of the superintendent, that the school has
substantially failed to meet multiple goals in the
innovation plan, the school committee may: (i)
limit 1 or more components of the innovation plan;
(ii) suspend 1 or more components of the innova-
tion plan; or (iii) terminate the authorization of the
school; provided, however, that the limitation or
suspension shall not take place before the comple-
tion of the second full year of the operation of the
school and the termination shall not take place
before the completion of the third full year of the
operation of the school.
(o) At the end of the period of authorization of
an Innovation School approved under subsection
(m), the leadership of the school may petition the
school committee to extend the authorization of the
school for an additional period of not more than 5
years. Before submitting the petition, the leader-
ship of the school shall convene a selection of
school stakeholders, including, but not limited to,
administrators, teachers, other school staff, parents
and external partners, as applicable, to discuss
whether the innovation plan at the school requires
revision and to solicit recommendations as to the
potential revisions. After considering the recom-
mendations of the stakeholder group, the leader-
ship of the school and the applicable superinten-
dent shall jointly update the innovation plan as
necessary; provided, however, that a proposal re-
garding a new waiver or exemption from the local
teacher's union contract shall be approved by
teachers at the school, under subsection (/ ). Ap-
proval of the majority of the school committee as
fully constituted shall be required to extend the
period of authorization of an Innovation School.
If the approval is not obtained, the leadership of
the school and superintendent may jointly revise
the innovation plan and submit the revised plan to
the school committee for a subsequent vote. If the
school committee does not extend the authorization
of the school, the leadership of the school may seek
the authorization from the board of elementary and
secondary education. The board shall vote on the
requested extension within 60 days of its receipt for
approval of such extension.
(p) The commissioner of elementary and second-
ary education shall, to the extent practicable, be
responsible for the following: (i) the provision of
planning and implementation grants to eligible ap-
plicants to establish Innovation Schools; (ii) provi-
sion of technical assistance and support to eligible
applicants; (iii) the collection and publication of
data and research related to the Innovation
Schools initiative; (iv) the collection and publica-
tion of data and research related to successlul
programs serving limited English-prof kienl stu-
dents attending Innovation Schools; and (v) the
collection and dissemination of best practices in
Innovation Schools that may be adopted by other
public schools. The board of elementary and sec-
ondary education shall promulgate regulations nec-
essary to carry out this section. Annually, the
commissioner shall report to the joint committee
on education, the house and senate committees on
ways and means, the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives and the senate president on the imple-
mentation and fiscal impact of this section.
Added by St.2010, c. 12, § 8, cff. Jan. 19, 2010.
1 So in original.
2 So in original.
§ 93. Policy regarding internet safety measures
for schools providing computer access
to students
Every public school providing computer access
to students shall have a policy regarding internet
safety measures to protect students from inappro-
priate subject matter and materials that can be
accessed via the internet and shall notify the par-
ents or guardians of all students attending the
school of the policy. The policy and any standards
and rules enforcing the policy shall be prescribed
by the school committee in conjunction with the
superintendent or the board of trustees of a com-
monwealth charter school.
Added by St.2010, c. 92, § 6, eff. May 3, 2010.
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CHAPTER 71B
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
Chapter 71B of the General Laws was added by St. 1972, c. 766, § 11.
Selected section
Section
5A. Special education reimbursement program.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
§ 5A. Special education reimbursement pro-
gram
(a) There is hereby established, subject to appro-
priation, a special education reimbursement pro-
gram. Said program shall reimburse municipali-
ties for the eligible instructional costs associated
with implementing individual education plans, so-
called, of students receiving special education ser-
vices pursuant to this chapter. Said reimburse-
ments shall be in addition to amounts distributed
pursuant to chapter 70 and shall not be included in
the calculation of base aid, as defined in said
chapter 70, for any subsequent fiscal year. Said
reimbursement shall not include costs incurred by
municipalities for transportation. Charter schools
shall receive reimbursements under this section in
the same manner as districts. The department
shall define, consistent with this section and in
regulations it shall promulgate, those instructional
costs associated with implementing individual edu-
cation plans for pupils that shall be eligible for
reimbursement under said program.
(b) For the purposes of this section, the follow-
ing words shall have the following meanings:
—
"Instructional costs", shall include only those
costs directly attributable to providing the special
education services on the student's individual edu-
cation plan, such as salary of educational person-
nel, salary of related services personnel, costs for
specialized books, materials, or equipment, tuition
costs, if the student is receiving services from other
than the local public school, consultant costs if
directly attributable to the student's instructional
program, and instructional costs of extended day
or year services if such services are a part of the
individual education plan. Such costs shall be
prorated as appropriate to reflect group activities
or costs for part time services. Instructional costs
shall not include transportation costs, administra-
tive or overhead costs, the costs of adapting class-
rooms or materials that are used by more than one
student, the costs of fringe benefits of personnel
employed by the school district, nor the costs asso-
ciated with evaluation, development of the individ-
ual education plan, or service coordination for the
student with disabilities. Instructional costs for
the purposes of this reimbursement program also
shall not include the salary of personnel providing
educational services when such services are not
specially designed instruction for the student with
disabilities.
(c) Instructional costs eligible for reimbursement
under the program shall be reported by a school
district to the department in a form and manner as
prescribed by the commissioner. For each such
school district, the department shall review the
report and approve those per pupil instructional
costs that are eligible for reimbursement pursuant
to the program within 30 days of submission.
Based upon the approved costs, the department
shall calculate the reimbursement due a municipal-
ity. The costs of programs shall be reimbursed at
75 per cent of all the approved costs that exceed 4
times the state average per pupil foundation bud-
get, as defined in said chapter 70, for the previous
fiscal year.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the reimburse-
ment rate for students who have no father, mother,
or guardian living in the commonwealth, and for
any school age child placed in a school district
other than a home town by, or under the auspices
of, the department of transitional assistance or the
department of children and families, shall be 100
per cent of all the approved costs that exceed 4
times the state average per pupil foundation bud-
get.
(d) Districts shall notify the department within
30 days of any change in previously approved in-
structional costs, including but not limited to
changes in a student's enrollment status or individ-
ual educational plan.
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(e) In preparing a budget recommendation for
the subsequent fiscal year for consideration by the
local appropriating authority, a school district shall
project special education costs and enrollments,
including per pupil instructional costs eligible for
reimbursement under this program. The school
committee's budget recommendation shall exclude
any such instructional costs eligible for reimburse-
ment under this program. Upon receipt of reim-
bursements paid under this program by the munic-
ipal treasurer, in the case of local school districts,
or the regional district treasurer in the case of
regional school districts, such amounts shall be
recorded by the municipality or district as addi-
tional appropriations to the school committee,
without any further action being required on the
part of the local appropriating authority.
(f) Reimbursements shall be made based on the
previous year's per pupil instructional costs, as
pursuant to subsection (c), in compliance with de-
partment of education audits and procedures. Re-
imbursements shall be made in 4 quarterly pay-
ments to coincide with the distribution of funds
made available pursuant to said chapter 70. Each
quarterly payment shall be equal to 25 per cent of
the estimated reimbursements for the previous
year's submissions, subject to appropriation.
(g) Notwithstanding the foregoing, the common-
wealth shall continue to pay to approved private
residential schools sums authorized by this section
on a direct payment basis at the request of a
district and the private residential school to which
that district sends a student whose tuition is partly
reimbursable pursuant to this section.
Added by St. 1981, c. 351, § 124. Amended by St. 1998, c.
161, § 307; St.2000, c. 159, § 171; St.2003, c. 26,
§§ 215 to 217, eff. July 1, 2003; St.2004, c. 149, §§ 128,
129, eff. July 1, 2004; St.2004, c. 352, § 32, eff. July 1,
2005; St.2008, c. 176, § 67, eff. July 8, 2008.
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CHAPTER 73
STATE COLLEGES AND COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Selected section
Section
20. University education for police officers and firefight-
ers.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
§ 20. University education for police officers
and firefighters
A state university shall admit as a candidate for a
four year degree any person who is a regular
member of the police department or fire depart-
ment of a city or town of the commonwealth within
commuting distance of the university, who is rec-
ommended by his superior officers and demon-
strates sufficient capacity in a competitive admis-
sions examination. A police officer or firefighter
who is so admitted shall, while enrolled as a stu-
dent in good standing at such university, have his
tuition paid by the commonwealth. While so en-
rolled, the city or town by whom he is employed
shall pay him his full weekly salary during the
thirty-two weeks of each university year; provided,
he is enrolled for sixteen semester hours of instruc-
tion, works twenty-four hours a week on regular
duty as a police officer or firefighter, as the case
may be, in said city or town and during university
vacation period works his regular weekly tour of
duty in his department. Each police officer and
firefighter who enrolls at a state university under
the provisions of this section shall sign an agree-
ment that he shall remain in full time employment
as a police officer or firefighter, as the case may be,
in such city or town after he completes such uni-
versity work for as many years as he has been
aided by such city or town under this section.
Added by St. 1970, c. 834. Amended by St. 1972, c. 550;
St.2010, c. 189, §§ 71, 72, eff. Oct. 26, 2010.
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CHAPTER 74
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
Selected section
Section
14B. Culinary arts; revolving fund.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 14B. Culinary arts; revolving fund
In any city or town which accepts the provisions
of this section, any income received in a fiscal year
not exceeding, in the aggregate, fifteen thousand
dollars derived from the purchase and sale of prod-
ucts produced in the culinary arts subject area of
the home economics program, or any other voca-
tional-technical program conducted in any public
vocational-technical high school shall be deposited
in a special fund by the school committee in any
banking institution in the commonwealth. Expen-
ditures may be made from said fund by the school
committee for purposes needed for the culinary
arts subject area or in the case of a fund estab-
lished for any other program, such funds may be
expended for the purposes of such program area
without further appropriation, notwithstanding the
provisions of section fifty-three of chapter forty-
four; provided, however, that said special funds
shall not be used to pay the salary of any employee,
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
and in any fiscal year no more than five thousand
dollars from said funds shall be used in the pur-
chase of equipment. Three years from the year a
city or town accepts the provisions of this section,
and every third year thereafter, said city or town
may act to rescind its original acceptance. The
superintendent of a school district with such a fund
shall submit annually a report of said fund to the
mayor, city council, city manager, board of select-
men or town manager of each city and town in said
district and a copy of said report shall be submitted
to the director of the bureau of accounts. The
provisions of this section shall be effective in any
regional school district upon its acceptance by the
school committee of said district and a majority of
the towns and cities and said district by vote of the
board of selectmen or city council of said cities and
towns.
Added by St. 1978, c. 546. Amended by St. 1987, c. 731,
§ 3.
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CHAPTER 76
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Selected section
Section
12B. Definitions; attendance of school other than in city
or town of residence of child; reports; tuition;
Section
parent information system; transportation reim-
bursement program; funding.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
§ 12B. Definitions; attendance of school other
than in city or town of residence of
child; reports; tuition; parent infor-
mation system; transportation reim-
bursement program; funding
(a) As used in this section, the following terms
shall have the following meanings:
"Above foundation reimbursement amount", (i)
for fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-four,
fifty percent of the net losses due to the provisions
of this section; provided, however, that if the
amount lost by said district pursuant to subsection
(f) is greater than two percent of the total school
budget of said district, the amount of said reim-
bursement shall be equal to seventy-five percent of
the net losses due to the provisions of this section;
(ii) beginning in fiscal year nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, twenty-five percent of the net losses due
to the provisions of this section.
"Receiving district", any city, town or regional
school district within the commonwealth in which
a child does not reside, but in which that child
attends public school under the provisions of this
section.
"Sending district", any city, town or regional
school district within the commonwealth in which
a child resides, but in which that child does not
attend public school under the provisions of this
section.
"State school choice limit", in fiscal year nine-
teen hundred and ninety-four, one percent of the
total number of students attending public schools
in the commonwealth; in fiscal year nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-five, one and one-half percent of
the total number of students attending public
schools in the commonwealth; in fiscal year nine-
teen hundred and ninety-six, one and three-quar-
ters percent of the total number of students attend-
ing public schools in the commonwealth; in fiscal
year nineteen hundred and ninety-seven and there-
after, two percent of the total number of students
attending public schools in the commonwealth;
provided, however, that students enrolled under
the program for the elimination of racial imbalance
as provided in section twelve A shall not be count-
ed toward these limits.
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section
twelve, or any other special or general law to the
contrary, any child may attend a public school, in a
city or town where he does not reside; provided,
however, that the receiving district shall be paid by
the commonwealth a tuition rate as established in
subsection (f).
(c) Not later than May first of every year, the
school committee of each city, town or regional
school district shall submit a report to the depart-
ment stating:
(1) The capacity of each school in said city, town
or regional school district for the following aca-
demic year.
(2) The number of students expected to attend
each school in said city, town or regional school
district in the following academic year.
(3) The number of students attending said school
district under the terms of this section in the prior
school year and the number of those students who
are expected no longer to be attending said school
district in the next school year.
(4) The number of additional seats therefore
available to non-resident students reduced by the
number of students enrolled under the program for
the elimination of racial imbalance as provided in
section twelve A, in said charter school or each
school in said city, town or regional school district.
The board may require every district to update this
report in whatever manner is required to effectuate
the objectives of this section.
(d) Each city, town or regional school district
shall enroll non-resident students at the school of
such non-resident student's choice; provided, how-
ever, that such receiving district has seats available
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as stated in said report; provided, however, that
this obligation to enroll non-resident students shall
not apply to a district for a school year in which its
school committee, prior to June first, after a public
hearing, adopts a resolution withdrawing from said
obligation, for the school year beginning the fol-
lowing September. Any such resolution of a school
committee shall state the reasons therefor, and
such resolution with said reasons shall be filed
with the department of education; provided, how-
ever, that said department shall have no power to
review any such decision by a school committee. If
the city, town or regional school district operates
an intra-district choice plan, non-resident students
may apply for schools on the same basis as resident
students, but the intra-district choice plan may give
preference to resident students in assigning stu-
dents to schools.
(e) Not later than the first day of July, each city,
town or regional school district shall each year
submit a non-resident attendance report to the
board and to the state treasurer, certifying the
number of non-resident applicants for each avail-
able seat in each school, the disposition of their
applications, how many of said applicants will be
attending the district in the next school year, the
identity of the sending districts for those students,
the annual amount of tuition for each such child
and the total tuition owed to the district based on
full or partial attendance, itemized by the amount
attributable to each city or town of residence. The
board may review said certification to determine
that the amount of the individual tuition charged
for each child is in accordance with the provisions
of this section and shall inform the state treasurer
of any errors. The department may also, on a post-
audit basis, verify the admission and attendance of
the number of children certified by each school
district. In addition to the foregoing, all said dis-
tricts shall, on October first and April first, report
to the board and certify to the state treasurer
accurate and up to date reports of all the informa-
tion required in the non-resident attendance report.
If the total number of students admitted to receiv-
ing districts pursuant to this section is greater than
the state school choice limit, the board shall notify
all districts that no more students may be accepted
pursuant to this section.
(f) For each student enrolling in a receiving dis-
trict, there shall be a school choice tuition amount.
Said tuition amount shall be equal to seventy-five
percent of the actual per pupil spending amount in
the receiving district for such education as is re-
quired by such non-resident student, but not more
than five thousand dollars; provided, however, that
for special education students whose tuition
amount shall remain the expense per student for
such type of education as is required by such non-
resident student. The state treasurer is hereby au-
thorized and directed to deduct said school choice
tuition amount from the total education aid, as
defined in chapter seventy, of said student's send-
ing district, prior to the distribution of said aid and
to deposit said aid in the School Choice Tuition
Trust Fund established by section twelve C. In the
case of a child residing in a municipality which
belongs to a regional school district, the school
choice tuition amount shall be deducted from said
chapter seventy education aid of the school district
appropriate to the grade level of the child. If, in a
single district, the total of all such deductions ex-
ceeds the total of said education aid, this excess
amount shall be deducted from other aid appropri-
ated to the city or town. If, in a single district, the
total of all such deductions exceeds the total state
aid appropriated, the commonwealth shall appro-
priate this excess amount; provided, however, that
if said district has exempted itself from the provi-
sions of chapter seventy by accepting section four-
teen of said chapter, the commonwealth shall as-
sess said district for said excess amount.
(g) The state treasurer is further directed to dis-
burse to the receiving district, from the School
Choice Tuition Trust Fund established by section
twelve C, an amount equal to each student's school
choice tuition as defined in subsection (f); provid-
ed, however, that each public school district which
admits children under the provisions of this section
shall certify to the state treasurer the number of
such children attending its public schools, the city
or town of residence of each such child, the annual
amount of tuition for each such child and the total
tuition owed to the district based on full or partial
attendance, itemized by the amount attributable to
each city or town of residence; and, provided fur-
ther, that such certification shall be made on Octo-
ber first of each year and April first of each year.
Each school district submitting a certification to
the state treasurer shall also submit a copy of said
certification to the department of education. Said
department may review said certification to deter-
mine that the amount of the individual tuition
charged for each child is in accordance with the
provisions of this section and shall inform the state
treasurer of any errors. The department may also,
on a post-audit basis, verify the admission and
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attendance of the number of children certified by
each school district.
(h) There shall be a parent information system
established, maintained and developed by the
board of education to disseminate to parents de-
tailed and comparable information about each
school system participating in the school choice
program, so-called, which shall include, but not be
limited to, information on special programs offered
by the school, philosophy of the school, number of
spaces available, transportation plans, class sizes,
teacher/student ratios, and data and information on
school performance that indicate its quality. Said
information shall include the school profiles, so-
called, developed pursuant to section one B of
chapter sixty-nine. The board may include informa-
tion regarding regional choice initiatives as
deemed appropriate. The system shall have as its
primary goal to ensure that all parents have an
equal opportunity to participate in the program of
interdistrict choice. The board of education, when
disseminating this information shall encourage the
parent and student to make at least one visit to the
school of choice as part of the application proce-
dure.
(i) Subject to appropriation, the board of edu-
cation shall develop and administer a school choice
transportation reimbursement program for the pur-
pose of providing reimbursement for the transpor-
tation of pupils enrolled under the provisions of
this section. Pupils eligible for said reimbursement
must be eligible to receive free or reduced cost
lunches under eligibility guidelines promulgated by
the federal government under 42 USC section
1758. The board may limit said reimbursement to a
yearly amount. The types of transportation to be
reimbursed pursuant to said program shall include,
but need not be limited to, the following: (1) trans-
portation by school buses provided by the sending
or receiving district; (2) transportation provided by
the parent or guardian of the child; (3) transporta-
tion provided by public transportation. All eligible
pupils who attend a school district contiguous to
the school district of residence of such pupil shall
be eligible for said reimbursement. If cost-effective
transportation alternatives exist for pupils who at-
tend districts not contiguous to the school districts
of residence of such pupil, the board may provide a
transportation reimbursement. Said reimburse-
ments may be paid to the district in which the
pupil is enrolled, the district of residence of the
student, or the parent, guardian or person acting as
guardian of the student; provided, however, that
said district or parent provide documentation of
the transportation expenditure. The board of edu-
cation shall promulgate regulations for the pro-
gram to be placed on file with the joint committee
on education, arts and humanities of the general
court. The board of education shall disseminate
information to parents and school systems detailing
the availability of said transportation reimburse-
ments. A full description of said school choice
transportation reimbursement program shall be
submitted to the house and senate committees on
ways and means and shall not become effective
until ninety days after said submission. Notwith-
standing the second paragraph of section one,
nothing in this section shall confer upon any stu-
dent attending a private school any right to trans-
portation or reimbursement therefor.
(j) School committees may establish terms for
accepting non-resident students; provided, howev-
er, that if the number of non-resident students
applying for acceptance to said district exceeds
the number of available seats, said school commit-
tee shall select students for admission on a ran-
dom basis; provided, further, that said school
committee shall conduct said random selection
twice: one time prior to July first and one time
prior to November first; provided, further, that no
school committee shall discriminate in the admis-
sion of any child on the basis of race, color, reli-
gious creed, national origin, sex, age, sexual orien-
tation, ancestry, athletic performance, physical
handicap, special need or academic performance
or proficiency in the English language. The Massa-
chusetts commission against discrimination, estab-
lished by section fifty-six of chapter six, shall have
jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of this sec-
tion; provided, however, that all students de-
scribed in subsection (m) shall be entitled to re-
main in the receiving districts they are attending
or have been accepted to attend. Any school com-
mittee that accepts non-resident students under
the provisions of this section shall notify each dis-
trict from which it has accepted a non-resident
student of its acceptance of that student; provided,
however, that a school committee may not public-
ly release the names of students leaving or enter-
ing a district under the provisions of this section.
Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this
paragraph, any sibling of a student already en-
rolled in the receiving district shall receive priori-
ty for admission to said district.
(k) Any child accepted to attend a public school
in a community other than the one in which he
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resides pursuant to this section shall be permitted
to remain in that school system until his high
school graduation, unless there is a lack of funding
of the program as authorized by said sections.
(/) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section
or any general or special law to the contrary, any
school district which admitted children on a pri-
vate tuition basis prior to June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred and ninety-one may continue, on that ba-
sis, to admit any child who attended its school
system prior to that date, as well as any sibling or
step-sibling of such child and any foster child resid-
ing in the home of such child.
(m) Any student who, pursuant to the provisions
of this section, has been attending or has been
admitted to attend a public school of a city or town
in which he does not reside and for whom the
commonwealth has been paying tuition or, in the
case of a student recently admitted, would be re-
quired to pay tuition in the coming year, shall be
deemed to be a student admitted pursuant to para-
graph (j), and shall be subject to all of the provi-
sions of this section; provided, however, that said
students shall be allowed to remain in said school
notwithstanding any determination of capacity or
decision by the receiving district to withdraw made
pursuant to this section.
(n) Subject to appropriation, any sending district
for which the provisions of subsection (f) result in a
reduction in state aid shall be eligible to apply for a
school choice reimbursement from the common-
wealth. If net school spending in a sending district
is greater than said foundation budget as defined in
chapter seventy, the amount of said reimbursement
shall be the above foundation reimbursement
amount for that fiscal year. If net school spending
in a sending district is less than said foundation
budget, the amount of said reimbursement shall be
equal to one hundred percent of the positive differ-
ence, if any, between (i) the amount transferred
pursuant to subsection (f), and (ii) the product of
the number of students leaving the sending district
and the average per pupil expenditure in the send-
ing district for such education as is required by
such nonresident student, for the period the child
shall attend; provided, however, that if any district
has exempted itself from the provisions of said
chapter seventy by accepting section fourteen of
said chapter seventy, the district shall be ineligible
for a reimbursement under this subsection; provid-
ed, further, that if any district in which net school
spending is greater than the foundation budget
becomes a sending district for the first time in
fiscal year nineteen hundred and ninety-five or any
year thereafter, the reimbursement amount for that
district in the first year that it is a sending districl
shall be the fiscal year nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four reimbursement amount; the reimbursement
amount for the district in its second year as a
sending district shall be the fiscal year nineteen
hundred and ninety-five reimbursement amount.
Said reimbursement application shall be submitted
to the department of education on or before Octo-
ber first of each year together with an educational
corrective action plan containing information, rec-
ommendations and suggestions relative to: (1) ar-
eas needing improvement within the school system
of the applicant; (2) methods of improvement to be
employed; (3) goals and objectives of said improve-
ment; (4) evaluation and control methods to be
used; (5) personnel to be engaged in such improve-
ment; (6) results intended to be accomplished with-
in one year from the date of application; and (7)
methods of increasing parental involvement to be
employed; provided, however, that any community
or regional school district that has a previously
approved plan need not refile said plan; and, pro-
vided further, that approval of said plan by said
board shall act as a condition precedent to the
distribution of said reimbursement to the applicant
community or regional school district. Under no
circumstances shall the total amount expended
pursuant to subsections (h) and (i) and to reim-
burse sending districts pursuant to this paragraph,
be greater than twenty million dollars. If, in any
year, the total amount that would be required to
reimburse said cities at said rates would be greater
than twenty million dollars, then the reimburse-
ment rates shall be reduced proportionately to
those rates at which the total cost does not exceed
twenty million dollars.
(o) The commonwealth and the school commit-
tee of any town may accept funds from the federal
government for the purposes of this section. Any
amounts received by the school committee of any
town from the federal government, from the com-
monwealth or from a charitable foundation or pri-
vate institution shall be deposited with the treasur-
er of such town and held as a separate account,
and may be expended by said school committee
without further appropriation, notwithstanding the
provisions of section fifty-three of chapter forty-
four. Whenever such funds are received after the
submission of the annual school budget, all or any
portion thereof may be expended by the school
673
76 § 12B MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
committee without further appropriation, but shall
be accounted for in the next annual school budget.
If the student attends the public schools of anoth-
er town and it is anticipated that the student shall
need the services of a private day or residential
school, an individual education plan team meeting
shall be convened by the school district in which
the child is attending school. The school district in
which the student attends school shall notify the
school district where the student resides of the
team meeting at least five school days prior to the
meeting. Personnel from the district in which the
child resides shall be allowed to participate in the
team meeting concerning future placement of the
child.
Added by St. 1966, c. 506. Amended by St. 1968, c. 622,
§ 2; St.1968, c. 735; St.1991, c. 6, § 23; St.1993, c. 71,
§ 61; St.1993, c. 151, §§ 39 to 41; St.1994, c. 60, §§ 97
to 99; St.1995, c. 38, § 108; St.2000, c. 159, § 192.
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CHAPTER 78
LIBRARIES
Selected sections
Section
8. Use of facilities by non-residents.
10. Town libraries; selection of trustees and officers.
The section headings for the General Laws /;;
§ 8. Use of facilities by non-residents
Any free town public library may loan its books
or other library material to any other such library
or to citizens of other towns or non-residents, un-
der such written conditions and regulations as may
be made by the board of trustees or other authority
having control of the library so loaning. Any town
may raise money to pay the expenses of so borrow-
ing books and other library material from the li-
brary of any other town.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 191 1. c. 140.
St.l914,c. 118.
§ 10. Town libraries; selection of trustees and
officers
A town which raises or appropriates money for
the support of a free public library, or free public
library and reading room, owned by the town,
shall, unless the same has been acquired entirely or
in part through some gift or bequest which con-
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
tains other conditions or provisions for the election
of its trustees, or for its care and management,
which have been accepted by the town, elect by
ballot at a meeting a board of trustees consisting of
any number of persons, male or female, divisible by
three, which the town determines to elect. When
such board is first chosen, one third thereof shall
be elected for one year, one third for two years and
one third for three years, and thereafter one third
shall be elected annually for a term of three years.
The board shall, from its own number, annually
choose a chairman and secretary and, if the town
so votes, a treasurer, who shall give a bond similar
to that given by the town treasurer, in an amount
and with sureties to the satisfaction of the select-
men. Until the town otherwise directs the town
treasurer shall act as treasurer of the board of
trustees.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1888, c. 304, §§ 1,2, 5.
St.1889, c. 112.
R.L.1902, c. 38, § 7.
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CHAPTER 79
EMINENT DOMAIN
Selected sections
Section
12. Measure of damages; federal reimbursement.
44A. Tax liens on realty taken.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied
§ 12. Measure of damages; federal reimburse-
ment
The damages for property taken under this chap-
ter shall be fixed at the value thereof before the
recording of the order of taking, and in case only
part of a parcel of land is taken there shall be
included damages for all injury to the part not
taken caused by the taking or by the public im-
provement for which the taking is made; and there
shall be deducted the benefit accruing to the part
not taken unless it was stated in the order of taking
that betterments were to be assessed. In determin-
ing the damages to a parcel of land injured when
no part of it has been taken, regard shall be had
only to such injury as is special and peculiar to
such parcel, and there shall be deducted the benefit
accruing to such parcel, unless it was stated in the
order of taking, or if there was no taking in the
order for the establishment, construction, altera-
tion, repair or discontinuance of the public im-
provement which caused the injury, that better-
ments were to be assessed. Whenever the title or
interest taken is such that the property will be
exempt from taxation so long as it is held and used
for the purpose for which it is taken, the damages
for the taking shall include an amount or amounts
separately determined and stated which shall be
estimated to be equal to that portion of the tax
assessed upon the property for the fiscal year in
which it is taken which, if the tax were apportioned
pro rata according to the number of days in such
fiscal year, would be allocable to the days ensuing
after the taking, and an additional amount equal to
the tax assessed against the property for the ensu-
ing fiscal year, if the taking is made between Janu-
ary first and June thirtieth inclusive. Notwith-
standing the other provisions of this section, in a
program eligible for federal financial assistance,
whenever the federal government authorizes a fed-
eral agency to allow a measure of damage, or other
standard for payments to owners of property taken
which would increase the payments to said owners
over the measure of damages set forth hereunder,
then in such cases the measure of damages shall be
the measure of damages set forth hereunder plus
any such increase, provided that the taking agency
will receive partial or full reimbursement from the
federal government for such increase.
Amended by St.1953, c. 634, § 1; St.1959, c. 626, § 4;
St.1968, c. 759, § 5; St.1975, c. 522, § 1; St.1977, c.
832, § 1; St.1978, c. 411, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
R.S.1836, c. 24, § 31.
St.1842, c. 86, § 2.
G.S.1860, c. 43, § 16.
St. 1866, c. 174, § 2.
St. 1868, c. 75.
St.l871,c. 382, § 3.
P.S.1882, c. 49, § 16; c. 51, § 3.
St. 1895, c. 488, § 13.
R.L.1902, c. 48, § 15; c. 50, § 3.
St. 1917, c. 344, pt. 2, § 16, pt. 3, § 3.
St.1918, c. 257, § 187, subs. 12.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 44A. Tax liens on realty taken
If real estate taken in whole or in part by emi-
nent domain was at the time of said taking subject
to any lien for taxes, assessments or other charges,
which is extinguished by such taking, and if the
collector of taxes of the town in which such real
estate is located gives written notice of a claim of
the amount covered by such lien to the body politic
or corporate, on behalf of which such taking was
made, prior to the payment of any award of dam-
ages for such taking or to the entry of judgment
therefor, said collector shall be entitled to be paid
such amount before any payment of damages for
such taking is made to any other party; and any
amount so payable on account of such taxes, as-
sessments or other charges shall be deducted from
the amount of such damages otherwise payable.
Added by St. 1935, c. 189. Amended by St. 1936, c. 137.
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CHAPTER 80
BETTERMENTS
Section
1
.
Assessment of cost of public improvements.
2. Assessment order; plan and estimate; recordation.
3. Surrender of land assessed.
4. Collection.
5. Petition for abatement; filing, etc.
6. Filing petition; time limitation; extension.
7. Appeal to superior court.
8. Death of person entitled to petition for abatement.
9. Trial procedure.
10. Appeal to county commissioners.
10A. Petition for abatement; procedure on failure of
board to act.
Section
1 1
.
Contribution by lessee; rights and remedies of
lessee.
12. Lien status of assessment; duration of lien.
13. Apportionment and reapportionment.
13A. Land devoid of structures; extension of time for
payment of assessments.
13B. Deferral and recovery agreements; application;
recordation; lien.
14. Repealed.
15. Division of assessed land.
16. Reassessment.
17. Application of chapter.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1 . Assessment of cost of public improvements
Whenever a limited and determinable area re-
ceives benefit or advantage, other than the general
advantage to the community, from a public im-
provement made by or in accordance with the
formal vote or order of a board of officers of the
commonwealth or of a county, city, town or dis-
trict, and such order states that betterments are to
be assessed for the improvement, such board shall
within six months after the completion of the im-
provement determine the value of such benefit or
advantage to the land within such area and assess
upon each parcel thereof a proportionate share of
the cost of such improvement, and shall include in
such cost all damages awarded therefor under
chapter seventy-nine; but no such assessment shall
exceed the amount of such adjudged benefit or
advantage. The board shall in the order of assess-
ment designate as the owner of each parcel the
person who was liable to assessment therefor on
the preceding January first under the provisions of
chapter fifty-nine.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 254, § 62.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1866, c. 174, §§ 1, 5.
St.1868, c. 75.
St. 1869, c. 169, §§ 1,3 to 5.
St.1869, c. 367, § 1.
St. 1871, c. 217, § 1.
St.l871,c. 382, §§ 1, 3.
P.S.1882, c. 51, §§ 1, 3.
St.1882, c. 154, § 7.
St.1887, c. 124, §§ 1,2.
St.1895, c. 305, § 5.
St. 1895, c. 450, § 4.
R.L.1902, c. 50, §§ 1, 3, 19 to 21.
St. 1917, c. 344, pt. 3, §§ 1, 3, 20 to 22.
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 1.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1919, c. 333, § 4.
St.1920, c.2.
St.1923, c. 377, § 1.
§ 2. Assessment order; plan and estimate; re-
cordation
An order under section one which states that
betterments are to be assessed for the improvement
shall contain a description sufficiently accurate for
identification of the area which it is expected will
receive benefit or advantage, other than the general
advantage to the community, from such improve-
ment, and shall refer to a plan of such area, and
shall contain an estimate of the betterments that
will be assessed upon each parcel of land within
such area; and such order, plan and estimate shall
be recorded, within ninety days from the adoption
of the order, or from the acceptance by a town of
the laying out, relocation or alteration of a way in
case such acceptance is required before the estab-
lishment thereof, in the registry of deeds of every
county or district in which the benefited area is
situated. No betterments shall be assessed for
such improvement unless the order, plan and esti-
mate are recorded as herein provided, nor upon
any parcel of land not within such area, nor for a
greater amount than such estimate.
Amended by St. 1962, c. 234.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1880, c. 187, §§ 1 to 3.
P.S.1882, c. 51, §§ 11 to 13.
St.1885, c. 299.
R.L.1902, c. 50. §§ 23 to 25.
St. 1917, c. 344, pt. 3, §§ 24 to 26.
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 2.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c.2.
St.1928, c. 120.
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§ 3 . Surrender of land assessed
An owner of land abutting on a public improve-
ment and liable to assessment therefor under this
chapter may give notice in writing to the board,
within three months after the award of damages is
made, that he elects to surrender his land; and if
said board adjudge that the public convenience and
necessity require the taking of such abutting estate
for the improvement named, they may take the
whole thereof, and shall thereupon estimate its
value, excluding the benefit or advantage accruing
from such improvement; and such owner shall
convey the estate to the body politic or corporate
on behalf of which the assessment was made and
may recover therefrom in contract the value so
estimated. The commonwealth, county, city, town
or district may sell any portion of said land which
is not needed for such improvement.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1866, c. 174, § 8.
St. 1868, c. 75.
St.l871,c. 382, § 5.
P.S.1882, c. 51, § 4.
R.L.1902, c. 50, § 4.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 3, § 4.
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 3.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 4. Collection
Within a reasonable time after making the as-
sessment the board shall certify to the assessors the
list of assessments upon land in each town who
shall forthwith commit such assessments with their
warrant to the collector of taxes thereof, and he
shall forthwith send notice in accordance, except
as to the date of notice, with section three of
chapter sixty, to the person designated under sec-
tion one as the owner of each parcel assessed, and
any demand for the payment of such assessment
shall be made upon such person. Except as other-
wise herein provided, the collector shall have the
same powers and be subject to the same duties
with respect to such assessments as in the case of
the annual taxes upon real estate, and the law in
regard to the collection of the annual taxes, to the
sale of land for the non-payment thereof and to
redemption therefrom shall apply to assessments
made under this chapter, so far as the same are
applicable; but the owner of land assessed shall
not be personally liable for the assessment thereon.
Every collector of taxes receiving a list and warrant
from the assessors shall collect the assessment
therein set forth, and at such times as the assessors
shall direct, or in the case of assessments relating
to state funded projects, as the collector of taxes
and the board determine shall pay over to the
treasurer of the body politic on behalf of which the
assessment was made the amounts collected by
him.
Amended by St.1933, c. 63, § 1; St. 1988, c. 15, § 54.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l841,c. 115, § 3.
G.S.1860, c. 48, § 5.
St.1866, c. 174, § 6.
St. 1868, c. 75.
St.l871,c. 217, § 4.
St.l871,c. 382, § 6.
St. 1877, c. 37.
St.1878, c. 184, § 3.
P.S.1882, c. 50, §§ 5, 10, 25; c. 51, §§ 5, 17.
St.1884, c. 237.
St.l891,c. 97.
St.1892, c. 245, § 1.
St.1893, c. 380.
St.1896, c. 236.
St.1896, c. 251, § 1.
St. 1897, c. 274.
St. 1898, c. 473, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 22; c. 50, §§ 10, 13.
St.l911,c. 75.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 3, §§ 10, 13.
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 214, 219, subs. 4, 17.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St.1920, c. 124.
St.1923, c. 377, § 2.
St. 1927, c. 3.
§ 5. Petition for abatement; filing, etc.
The owner of any real estate upon which better-
ments have been assessed may, within six months
after notice of such assessment has been sent out
by the collector, file with the board a petition for
an abatement thereof, and the board shall grant
such abatement as may be necessary to make such
assessment conform to section one. Such petition
may be filed with the clerk or secretary of the
board, or delivered by mail or otherwise at their
office. The board shall within ten days after their
decision upon the petition give written notice
thereof to the petitioner. If an assessment is abat-
ed by the board the assessment so determined shall
stand as the assessment upon the land, and if it has
not been paid shall be collected in the same man-
ner as the original assessment. If the assessment
has been paid, the person by whom it was paid
shall be reimbursed by the body politic on behalf of
which it was assessed to the amount of the abate-
ment allowed, with interest at the rate of six per
cent per annum from the time of payment.
Amended by St.1933, c. 157, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l841,c. 115, § 4.
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G.S.1860, c. 48, § 6.
St.l874,c. 283, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 50, § 6; c. 51, § 16.
St. 1895, c. 450, § 4.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 4; c. 50, § 12.
St. 1917, c. 344, pt. 3, § 12.
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 214, 219, subs. 5.
St. 191 9, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St. 1923, c. 377, § 3.
§ 6. Filing petition; time limitation; extension
If a suit in which the validity of an assessment is
drawn in question is brought within the time for
filing a petition to the board for the abatement
thereof or within six months after the determina-
tion of an earlier suit involving the same question,
brought within the time for filing such petition,
which failed for want of jurisdiction, defect of form
or other like cause not decisive of the merits of the
controversy, the petition may be filed within six
months after the final determination of such suit.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 6.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 7. Appeal to superior court
A person who is aggrieved by the refusal of the
board to abate an assessment in whole or in part
may within thirty days after notice of their decision
appeal therefrom by filing a petition for the abate-
ment of such assessment in the superior court for
the county in which the land assessed is situated.
If a single parcel of land so assessed lies in more
than one county the petition may be filed in the
superior court for either such county, and the court
in which such petition is first filed shall have
exclusive jurisdiction thereof.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l841,c. 115, § 4.
G.S.1860, c. 48, § 6.
St.1866, c. 174, § 7.
St. 1868, c. 75.
St.l871,c. 217, § 2.
St. 1871, c. 382, § 7.
P.S.1882, c. 50, § 6; c. 51, § 6.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 4; c. 50, § 6.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 3, § 6.
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 214, 219, subs. 7.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 8. Death of person entitled to petition for
abatement
If a person who is entitled to petition for an
abatement under this chapter dies within the time
limited for such petition without having filed the
same, his executor, administrator, heir or devisee,
if interested, may, within one year after his interest
vests, file such petition in the same manner and
with the same effect as if filed by the deceased in
his lifetime.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1859, c. 228.
G.S.1860, c. 127, § 21.
P.S.1882, c. 165, § 23.
R.L.1902, c. 171, § 16.
§ 9. Trial procedure
Upon the filing of a petition under section seven,
process shall issue and service be made as in suits
in equity upon the body politic on behalf ol which
the assessment was made. Any defence to the
petition not relating to the amount of the assess-
ment must be pleaded within thirty days of the
return day of the subpoena; but no answer relating
solely to the amount of the assessment shall be
filed, and there shall be no default for failure to
enter an appearance. The trial shall be by the
court unless one of the parties within the time
prescribed in actions at law files a notice that he
desires a trial by jury; and the court may appoint
an auditor. Interrogatories may be filed with the
same effect as in actions at law. The court, as the
request of any party, shall advance the petition so
that it may be heard and determined with as little
delay as possible. In case petitions have been filed
for the assessment of damages and for the abate-
ment of betterments with respect to the same par-
cel of land and the same public improvement, the
petitions shall be tried together. In case of trial by
jury, if either party requests it the jury shall view
the premises. If the assessment is not reduced the
respondent shall recover costs and an execution
shall issue therefor as in actions at law; but if the
assessment is reduced the petitioner shall recover
judgment for costs, and the assessment so deter-
mined shall stand as the assessment upon the land,
and if it has not been paid shall be collected in the
manner provided for an original assessment. If
the assessment has been paid judgment shall be
entered for the petitioner for the amount of the
reduction, with interest at the rate of four per cent
per annum from the time of payment.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l871,c. 217, §§ 3,4.
St.l871,c. 382, § 8.
P.S.1882, c. 51, § 7.
R.L.1902, c. 50, § 7.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 3, § 7.
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 8.
St.1919, c. 5.
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St.1919, c. 333, § 22.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 10. Appeal to county commissioners
A person who is aggrieved by the refusal of a
board of officers of a city, town or district to abate
an assessment may, instead of pursuing the remedy
provided by section seven, appeal within the time
limited therein to the county commissioners of the
county in which the land assessed is situated. The
person so appealing shall, within ten days after the
filing of said appeal, give written notice thereof to
such city, town or district. Such notice may be
given by mailing a copy of the appeal by registered
mail, postage prepaid, to the board which made the
assessment or to the clerk of such city, town or
district. The county commissioners shall hear the
parties, and shall have the same powers and duties
with respect to the abatement of such assessment
as the board by which it was assessed, and may
make an order as to costs. The decision of the
county commissioners shall be final.
Amended by St.1933, c. 147.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1878, c. 184, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 50, §§ 8,9.
R.L.I 902, c. 49, § 7.
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 9.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 10A. Petition for abatement; procedure on
failure of board to act
If the board with which a petition for the abate-
ment of an assessment has been duly filed in accor-
dance with the provisions of section five fails to act
upon said petition within four months of the date
of the filing of such petition, the petition shall be
deemed to be denied, and the petitioner shall have
the right within sixty days after the expiration of
said four months to appeal as if the board had in
fact denied the said petition; provided, that if the
assessment has been paid, no appeal shall be taken
after the expiration of ten months from the time of
payment.
Added by St.1933, c. 157, § 1.
§ 11. Contribution by lessee; rights and reme-
dies of lessee
If an assessment is made upon land the whole or
part of which is leased, the owner shall pay the
assessment, and may collect of the lessee an addi-
tional rent for the portion so leased equal to ten
per cent per annum on that proportion of the
amount paid which the value of the leased portion
bears to that of the whole estate, after deducting
from the whole amount any money received for
damages to such land in excess of what he has
necessarily expended thereon by reason of such
damages. A lessee aggrieved by the imposition of
this burden may, within six months from the time
demand is made upon him for such additional rent,
file a petition in the superior court for the county
in which the land is situated, to determine the
proportion of the assessment which he ought to
bear, and the proportion determined upon the peti-
tion shall be substituted for the proportion provid-
ed by this section. If such proportion is reduced
the lessee shall recover costs from the owner; oth-
erwise the owner shall recover costs from the les-
see.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l871,c. 382, § 9.
P.S.1882, c. 51, § 8.
R.L.1902,c. 50, § 8.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 3, § 8.
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 10.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 12. Lien status of assessment; duration of
lien
Assessments made under this chapter shall con-
stitute a lien upon the land assessed. The lien shall
take effect upon the recording of the order stating
that betterments are to be assessed for the improve-
ment. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section or chapter eighty-three, if a county, city,
town, or district elects to send notice to the owner
of the land assessed indicating the amount of the
assessment for the betterment, and said owner pays
the amount due, no lien shall be recorded. The
assessors shall indicate on the next tax bill that the
amount of the betterment assessment has been paid
and no further notation or demand shall be made
on land so assessed. Except as otherwise provid-
ed, such lien shall terminate at the expiration of
two years from October first in the year in which
the assessment is first placed on the annual tax bill
under section thirteen or, if an assessment has
been apportioned, from October first in the year in
which the last portion is so placed upon the annual
tax bill, whichever is later, if in the meantime in
either case the estate has been alienated and the
instrument alienating the same has been recorded.
If there is no recorded alienation within such peri-
od, the lien shall continue until there is a recorded
alienation. If the validity of an assessment made
under this chapter is called in question in any legal
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proceeding to which the board which made the
assessment or the body politic for the benefit of
which it was made is a party, instituted prior to the
expiration of the lien therefor, the lien shall contin-
ue until one year after the validity of the assess-
ment is finally determined, even though an alien-
ation be recorded in the meantime. If at any time
while a lien established by this section is in force, a
sale or taking cannot in the opinion of the collector
be legally made because of any federal or state law
or because of any injunction or other action of, or
proceeding in, any federal or state court or because
of the action of any administrative body, the lien
shall, if the statement provided for in section thirty-
seven A of chapter sixty is filed, continue as provid-
ed in said section thirty-seven A, subject, however,
to any lawful action under any paramount authori-
ty conferred by the constitution or laws of the
United States or the constitution of the common-
wealth. If the time for payment of an assessment
is extended under section thirteen A or under any
general or special law, the lien shall, if the state-
ment provided for in section thirty-seven A of chap-
ter sixty is filed, continue as provided in said sec-
tion thirty-seven A. A lien under this section may
be dissolved by filing for record in the registry of
deeds of the county or district where the land
subject to the lien lies a certificate, in a form
approved by the commissioner of revenue, from the
collector of taxes that the assessment, constituting
the lien, together with any interest and costs there-
on, has been paid or legally abated. The collector
of taxes shall charge four dollars for each certifi-
cate so issued, and the money so received shall be
paid into the town treasury.
Amended by St.1943, c. 252, § 1; St.1943, c. 478, § 4;
St.1947, c. 116; St.1953, c. 344; St.1955, c. 194;
St.1972, c. 184; St. 1978, c. 514, § 189; St.1994, c. 138.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1841, c. 115, § 3.
G.S.1860, c. 48, § 5.
St.1866, c. 174, § 6.
St. 1868, c. 75.
St.l871,c. 217, § 4.
St.l871,c. 382, §§ 6, 8.
St.1878, c. 184, § 3.
St. 1878, c. 249.
P.S.1882, c. 50, §§ 5, 10, 25; c. 51, §§ 5, 7.
St. 1884. c. 237.
St.1886, c. 210.
St.l891,c. 97.
St. 1893, c. 380.
St.1897, c. 274.
R.L.1902,c. 49, § 23; c. 50 § 10.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 3, § 10.
St. 1918, c. 257, §§ 214, 219, subs. 11.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St. 1923, c. 377, § 4.
§ 13. Apportionment and reapportionment
Assessments made by a board of the common-
wealth under this chapter shall bear interest at one
rate of five per cent per annum or, at the election
of the board at a rate not to exceed two per cent
above the rate of interest chargeable to the body
politic on behalf of which the assessment was
made, for the betterment project to which the as-
sessments relate, from the thirtieth day after assess-
ments have been committed to the collector. All
other assessments made under this chapter shall
bear interest at one rate of five per cent per annum
or, at the election of the city or town at a rate equal
to two per cent above the rate of interest charge-
able to the city or town, for the betterment project
to which the assessments relate, from the thirtieth
day after assessments have been committed to the
collector. The assessors shall add each year to the
annual tax assessed with respect to each parcel of
land all assessments, constituting liens thereon,
which have been committed to the collector prior
to January second of such year and which have not
been apportioned as hereinafter provided, remain-
ing unpaid, as certified to them by the collector,
when the valuation list is completed, with interest
to the date when interest on taxes becomes due and
payable. At any time before the completion by the
assessors of the valuation list for the year in which
such assessments will first appear on the annual
tax bill, the board of assessors may, and at the
request of the owner of the land assessed shall,
apportion all assessments or unpaid balances
thereof made under this chapter into such number
of equal portions, not exceeding twenty, as is deter-
mined by said board or as is requested by the
owner, as the case may be, but no one of such
portions shall be less than five dollars; provided,
that, if an original assessment exceeds one hundred
dollars and has been placed upon the annual tax
bill, or has been apportioned into a number of
portions less than twenty and the first portion has
been placed upon an annual tax bill, the board of
assessors may in its discretion, upon a request for
the apportionment of such assessment into twenty
portions made by the owner prior to a sale or
taking of the land for the non-payment of such
assessment or portion and upon payment of any
necessary intervening charges and fees and such
portions of such assessment as would have become
due and payable if the request for apportionment
had been seasonably made, apportion or reappor-
tion the said assessment as aforesaid, and if any
other tax or assessment constituting a lien upon the
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parcel to which the assessment so apportioned or
reapportioned relates remains unpaid after such
apportionment or reapportionment, the collector
may institute proceedings anew for the sale or
taking of such parcel at any time prior to the
expiration of the lien or of a period of twenty days
after such apportionment or reapportionment,
whichever is the later. In any case in which an
assessment relates to a state-funded project, the
apportionment or reapportionment described here-
in shall be undertaken in accordance with the
terms aforesaid by the board on whose behalf the
assessment was made; provided, however, that the
apportionment shall be made of said assessments
or unpaid balances together with any interest due
thereon. The assessors shall add one of said por-
tions, with interest on the amount remaining un-
paid from thirty days after the commitment of the
original assessment to the collector to the date
when interest on taxes becomes due and payable,
to the first annual tax upon the land and shall add
to the annual tax for each year thereafter one of
said portions and one year's interest on the amount
of the assessment remaining unpaid until all such
portions shall have been so added; all assessments
and apportioned parts thereof, and interest thereon
as herein provided, which have been added to the
annual tax on any parcel of land shall be included
in the annual tax bill thereon. After an assessment
or a portion thereof has been placed on the annual
tax bill, the total amount of said bill shall be subject
to interest under and in accordance with the provi-
sions of section fifty-seven of chapter fifty-nine.
Notwithstanding a prior apportionment, the as-
sessors, upon written application of the owner of
the land assessed, shall order that the full amount,
or any portion thereof, remaining unpaid of any
assessment be payable forthwith and shall commit
said amount, together with interest thereon from
thirty days after the commitment of the original
assessment if no portion has been added to a tax
levy, or if a portion has been added to a tax levy,
then with interest from October first of the year to
which the last portion has been added, with their
warrant therefor, to the collector for collection. If
a part of a prior apportioned assessment is ordered
to be payable forthwith, the payments shall be
credited to the terminal or final years so as to
reduce the period of payment.
Amended by St. 1933, c. 63, § 2; St. 1933, c. 254, § 63;
St.1934, c. 315, § 1; St.1938, c. 489, § 1; St. 1941, c.
595; St.1954, c. 286; St. 1956, c. 311, §§ 1, 2, St.1960, c.
248; St. 1971, c. 270; St.1972, c. 109, § 1; St.1977, c.
216, § 1; St.1977, c. 749, § 2; St.1988, c. 15, §§ 55, 56.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1866, c. 174, §§ 6, 7.
St. 1868, c. 75.
St. 1869, c. 367, § 2.
St.l871,c. 217, § 4.
St.l871,c. 382, §§ 6, 8.
St. 1878, c. 249.
P.S.1882, c. 50, § 25; c. 51, §§ 5,7.
St. 1884, c. 237.
St. 1891, c. 97.
Sl.1893, c. 380.
St. 1896, c. 158, §§ 1, 4.
St.1896, c. 251.
St. 1897, c. 151.
St. 1897, c. 274.
St.1899, c. 319, §§ 3, 4.
R.L.1902, c. 49, §§ 14, 15, 21, 23, 33; c. 50, §§ 5, 10, 15 to 17.
St.1907, c. 177.
Sl.1908, c. 216, § 1.
St. 1908, c. 356.
St. 1910, c. 330.
St. 1914, c. 450.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 3, §§ 5, 10, 15, 16, 18.
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 214, 219, subs. 12.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St. 1923, c. 377, § 5.
§ 13A. Land devoid of structures; extension of
time for payment of assessments
The board making the order for the assessment
of any betterment upon land which is not built
upon may extend the time of payment of the assess-
ment until it is built upon or for a fixed time; but
interest at the rate of four per cent per annum shall
be paid annually upon the assessment from the
time it was made, and the assessment shall be paid
within three months after such land is built upon
or at the expiration of such fixed time.
Added by St. 1943, c. 252, § 2.
§ 13B. Deferral and recovery agreements; ap-
plication; recordation; lien
In a city or town which accepts the provisions of
this section, the board of a county, city, town or
district making the order for the assessment of any
betterment, or balance of any assessment appor-
tioned in accordance with the provisions of section
thirteen, shall, upon the application of the owner of
the real property assessed, if such owner is eligible
for an exemption under clause Forty-first A of
section five of chapter fifty-nine, enter into a defer-
ral and recovery agreement with such owner on
behalf of the city or town. In any instance in
which a board of the commonwealth makes an
order for the assessment of any betterments, said
board of the commonwealth may enter into a defer-
ral and recovery agreement on its own behalf in
accordance with the terms of this section. Any
such application shall be filed with the appropriate
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board within sixth months after notice of such
assessment has been sent out by the collector.
Such application may be filed with the clerk or
secretary of said board, or delivered by mail or
otherwise at their office.
The said agreement shall provide:
( 1
)
that no sale or transfer of such real property
may be consummated unless the betterment assess-
ment which would otherwise have been collected
on such real property has been paid, with interest
as applied in accordance with the provisions of
section thirteen;
(2) that upon the demise of the owner of such
real property, the heirs-at-law, assignees or devi-
sees shall have first priority to said real property by
paying in full the total betterment assessment
which would otherwise have been due, plus inter-
est; provided, however, if such heir-at-law, assign-
ee or devisee is a surviving spouse who enters into
a betterment assessment deferral and recovery
agreement under this section, payment of the bet-
terment assessment and interest due shall not be
required during the life of such surviving spouse;
(3) that if the betterment assessments due, plus
interest, are not paid by the heir-at-law, assignee or
devisee or if payment is not postponed during the
life of a surviving spouse, such betterment assess-
ments and interest shall be recovered from the
estate of the owner; and
(4) that any joint owner or mortgagee holding a
mortgage on such property has given written prior
approval for such agreement, which written ap-
proval shall be made a part of such agreement.
In the case of each betterment assessment defer-
ral and recovery agreement entered into between
said board making the order for the assessment of
a betterment and the owner or owners of such real
property, said board shall forthwith cause to be
recorded in the registry of deeds of the county or
district in which the city or town is situated a
statement of their action which shall constitute a
lien upon the land covered by such agreement for
such betterment assessment as has been assessed
under the provisions of this chapter, plus interest
as hereinafter provided. The statement shall name
the owner or owners and shall include a descrip-
tion of the land. Unless such a statement is re-
corded the lien shall not be effective with respect to
a bona fide purchaser or other transferee without
actual knowledge of such lien. The filing fee for
any statement recorded on behalf of a board of the
commonwealth shall be paid by the owner or own-
ers of such real property. The filing fee for other
such statements shall be paid by the city or town
and shall be added to and become a part of the
taxes due.
Added by St. 1977, c. 749, § 1. Amended by St. 1988, c.
15, §§ 57 to 59.
§ 14. Repealed, 1923, 377, Sec. 6
§ 15. Division of assessed land
If land which is subject to a lien for an assess-
ment made under this chapter is subsequently di-
vided by sale, mortgage, partition or otherwise and
such division has been duly recorded in the registry
of deeds, the board, before the land has been ad-
vertised for sale for non-payment of the assess-
ment, may, or upon the written request of the
owner or mortgagee of a portion thereof, accompa-
nied by a plan sufficient for the identification of the
division of the whole estate, with the names of the
different owners thereof, shall, divide said assess-
ment or the amount thereof remaining unpaid, and
the costs and interest accrued thereon, among the
several parcels into which said land has been divid-
ed, assessing upon each parcel the part of the
original assessment remaining unpaid proportion-
ate to the special benefit received by such parcel
from the improvement. After such assessment has
been so divided, only the part of the assessment,
interest and costs assessed upon each parcel shall
constitute a lien upon such parcel. At least seven
days prior to making such division the board shall
send by registered mail to all owners of any inter-
est in the land assessed, whose addresses are
known to them, a notice of their intention to make
such division and of the time appointed therefor,
unless such notice has been waived. A person
aggrieved by any action of the board under this
section shall have the same remedy as a person
aggrieved by the refusal of the board to abate an
assessment.
Amended by St. 1989, c. 341, § 59.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1897, c. 138, §§ 1 to 5.
R.L.1902, c. 49, §§ 16 to 20.
St.1908, c. 453.
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 14.
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2.
§ 16. Reassessment
If an assessment is invalid and has not been paid
in full or has been paid under such circumstances
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that it can be recovered back, it may be reassessed
by the board in the amount for which the original
assessment ought to have been made, at any time
before the expiration of two years from the date of
the assessment, if the land has in the meantime
been alienated; otherwise at any time before the
alienation thereof. Such assessment shall be a lien
upon any sum paid on account of the original
assessment, and to the extent that it is not thereby
satisfied shall be a lien upon the land. It shall be
collected in the same manner as an original assess-
ment, and shall in all other respects be subject to
this chapter.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1871, c. 217, § 5.
St.l871,c. 382, § 2.
St.1872, c. 246.
P.S.1882, c. 51, § 2.
St. 1892, c. 245, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 9; c. 50, § 2.
St.1917, c. 344, pt. 3, § 2.
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 15.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 17. Application of chapter
Whenever a formal vote or order for the laying
out or construction of a public improvement, or for
the taking of land therefor, states that betterments
are to be assessed, no betterments shall be assessed
except under this chapter or chapter eighty A, and
all proceedings relating to such betterments shall
be as herein or therein provided, notwithstanding
any special act hitherto enacted.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 257, § 219, subs. 16.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
St.1929, c. 380, § 3.
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CHAPTER 83
SEWERS, DRAINS AND SIDEWALKS
Section
1
.
Authorization; connecting sewers; approval of
plans; acquisition of lands by eminent domain
or purchase; agreements with municipalities or
districts; contracts.
1A. Common sewers and main drains in public or
private ways; voter approval and comprehensive
water resources management plan.
IB. Connection of abutting land to common sewer;
requirements; amendment of comprehensive
water resources management plan.
1C. Certification by board of health for additional con-
nections; service for municipal buildings, public
restrooms or public service uses.
ID. Assessments upon connection of abutting land to
common sewer.
IE. Written decision regarding approval or denial of
connection to common sewer; appeal.
IF. Discrimination prohibited.
1G. Separate account; collection, deposit and use of
funds.
1 H. Borrowing or assessing funds for construction of
wastewater treatment system.
2. Plans and records.
3. Sewer connections.
3A. Private ways; repair of sewers.
4. Highway ditches or drains.
5. Separate systems for drainage of water and sew-
age.
6. Sewage disposal works.
7. Examination of sewage disposal works; prevention
of nuisances.
8. Digging up public ways; permits.
9. Obstruction of ditches.
10. Rules and regulations regarding use and connec-
tions.
1 1 Sewer connections.
§ 1.
Section
12. Repair of private drains.
13. Equity jurisdiction.
14. Sewer assessments; authorization.
15. Sewerage systems; adoption; assessment; uni-
form units; separation of costs.
15 A. Redetermination of assessment.
15B. Estimated sewer assessments; construction of wa-
ter pollution control facilities.
16. Charge for use of sewers.
16A. Certificate of acceptance; effect; recordation.
16B. Effective date of sewer charge lien; termination;
methods of collection and enforcement of rate or
charge.
16C. Certification of rate or charge to assessors; com-
mitment as tax.
16D. Application of other law; powers of tax collectors.
16E. Remedies of aggrieved real estate owners.
16F. Recovery of real estate owner against tenants.
16G. Deferral of charges.
1 7. Payment for permanent sewer privileges.
18. Method of assessment.
19. Assessments; extension of time for payment.
20. Fee for use of sewers.
2 1
.
Assessment on land abutting on more than one
way.
22. Assessment of sewers built by landowners.
23. Cost of sewers; payment of portion by municipali-
ty-
24. Assessment for particular sewers.
25. Establishment of sidewalks.
26. Assessments for the construction or reconstruction
ol sidewalk.
27. Recording of statements; assessment liens.
28. Application of betterment law.
29. Betterment assessments created by special act; du-
ration of lien.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
Authorization; connecting sewers; approv-
al of plans; acquisition of lands by emi-
nent domain or purchase; agreements
with municipalities or districts; con-
tracts
A city or town may lay out, construct, maintain
and operate a system or systems of common sewers
and main drains in public or private ways for a
part or the whole of its territory as they adjudge
necessary for the public convenience or the public
health with such connections and other works as
may be required for a system or systems of sewer-
age and drainage, stormwater treatment and dis-
posal, and sewage treatment and disposal. Such
works for sewage treatment and disposal may in-
clude any wastewater treatment facility for treat-
ing, neutralizing or stabilizing sewage including
treatment or disposal plants; the necessary inter-
cepting, outfall and outlet sewers; pumping sta-
tions integral to such facilities; and equipment and
appurtenances related to the foregoing. The works
for drainage may include a stormwater treatment
facility or measure of treating, or removing sedi-
ment or contaminants from, stormwater discharg-
es. For the purposes of this chapter the word
"sewage" shall mean wastewater from homes, pub-
lic buildings, commercial or industrial establish-
ments, or any combination thereof, and shall in-
clude any surface or ground water that may be
present therein. For the purposes of this chapter,
the word 'stormwater' shall mean surface runoff
from precipitation.
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A city or town may install and maintain, in any
way therein where sanitary sewers are constructed,
such connecting sewers within the limits of such
way as may be necessary to connect any estate
which abuts upon the way.
No act shall be done except in the making of
surveys, reports and other preliminary investiga-
tions, until the plan for said system or systems of
sewerage and sewage treatment and disposal has
been approved by the department of public health.
The aldermen of a city or selectmen, sewer com-
missioners, or road commissioners, acting for and
on behalf of a city or town, may take by eminent
domain under chapter seventy-nine, or acquire by
purchase or otherwise, any lands, rights of way or
easements, public or private, in said city or town,
necessary for accomplishing any purpose men-
tioned in this section, and may construct such
sewers or drains under or over any bridge, rail-
road, railway, or public way, or within the location
of any railroad, and may enter upon and dig up any
private land, public way or railroad location, for
the purpose of laying such sewers or drains and of
maintaining and repairing the same, and may do
any other thing proper or necessary for the pur-
pose of this section; provided that they shall not
take in fee any land of a railroad corporation, and
that they shall not enter upon or construct any
sewer or drain within the location of any railroad
corporation except at such time and in such man-
ner as they may agree upon with such corporation,
or, in case of failure to agree, as may be approved
by the department of telecommunications and en-
ergy. Any person injured in his property by such
action may recover damages from such city or
town under chapter seventy-nine.
Any city, town or district may enter into agree-
ments and contracts with the Massachusetts Water
Resources Authority for the purpose of making
connections and for the collection, treatment and
disposal of sewage. No connection shall be made
until the plans have been approved by the depart-
ment of environmental protection and in instances
within the sewer system of the Massachusetts Wa-
ter Resources Authority until the contract and
plans are approved by the said Authority. The
word "district", as used in this paragraph, shall be
construed, so far as apt, as it is defined in section
one A of chapter forty.
Until the board of sewer commissioners has first
been elected or the selectmen have first been au-
thorized by vote to act as such board, as the case
may be, the town may carry on such work by a
duly authorized committee of the town. Said com-
mittee shall serve without compensation and shall
have all the powers and authority usually conferred
upon a board of sewer commissioners by law.
A city, town, commission or district through its
sewer department, if any, if thereunto authorized
by ordinance, or by-law or by vote of its governing
body if a commission or district, may make con-
tracts with, or may go to aid any other city, town,
commission or district with regard to the opera-
tion, repair and maintenance of the physical prop-
erties of its system or systems of sewers and drains.
Any such ordinance, by-law or vote may authorize
the head of the department in charge of sewers and
drains to enter into contracts or to extend such aid
subject to such conditions and restrictions as may
be prescribed therein. Members of such depart-
ments of cities, towns, commissions or districts
while in the performance of their duties under such
contracts or in extending such aid shall have the
same immunities and privileges as if performing
the same work in their respective cities, towns,
commissions, and districts. Any city, town, com-
mission or district aided under this section shall
compensate any city, town, commission or district
rendering aid as aforesaid, for such aid and for the
whole or any part of any damage to its property
sustained in the course of rendering such aid. Any
contracts under this section may be for a period
not exceeding twenty years.
Amended by St. 1964, c. 736, § 2; St.1969, c. 597, § 2;
St.1969, c. 758, § 7; St.1984, c. 372, § 41; St.1987, c.
770, § 24; St. 1990, c. 177, § 143; St.1992, c. 343, § 3;
St.1997, c. 164, § 79; St.2004, c. 149, §§ 135 to 137,
effective July 1, 2004.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1709- 10, c. 5, § 2.
St. 1796, c. 47, § 2.
R.S.1836, c. 27, § 2.
St.l841,c. 115, §§ 1, 6.
St. 1857, c. 225, § 1.
G.S.1860, c. 48, §§ 1, 3,9.
St.l869,c. 111,§ 1.
St.l871,c. 158, § 2.
St.1873, c. 51.
P.S.1882, c. 50, §§ 1, 13.
St. 1890, c. 124.
St. 1892, c. 245, § 4.
St. 1893, c. 304, § 2.
St.1893, c. 423, § 24.
R.L.1902, c. 49, §§ 1, 12,25.
§ 1A. Common sewers and main drains in pub-
lic or private ways; voter approval and
comprehensive water resources man-
agement plan
Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 1 and
3 to the contrary, any municipality or sewer district
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adopting this section is hereby authorized to lay
out, construct, maintain and operate a system or
systems of common sewers and main drains in
public or private ways for that part of its territory
as it adjudges necessary to reduce or eliminate the
impacts of nutrient enrichment on surface water
bodies or sources of drinking water with such
connections and other works as may be required
for a system or systems of sewerage and drainage,
and sewage treatment and disposal. Adoption of
this section is subject to majority vote of the munic-
ipality and subject further to said municipality hav-
ing an approved comprehensive water resources
management plan hereinafter referred to as
(CWMP) as defined by the department of environ-
mental protection hereinafter referred to as (DEP).
Added by St.2008, c. 312, § 10, eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§ IB. Connection of abutting land to common
sewer; requirements; amendment of
comprehensive water resources man-
agement plan
At the commencement of operation of the munic-
ipalities' sewer system authorized by section 1A,
the owner of land abutting upon a private or public
way in which a common sewer has been laid shall
be required by the board or officer having charge
of the maintenance and repair of sewers to connect
such land with a common sewer only if the land in
question is within the areas identified in the de-
partment of environmental protection-approved
CWMP and has been specifically identified in the
plan as requiring wastewater collection and treat-
ment for flows in existence on said properties at
the time of adoption of this act in order to protect
surface waters or drinking water resources from
the effects of nutrient enrichment; or the on-site
subsurface sewage disposal system serving said
land fails to comply with the provisions of 310
CMR 15.000, et seq. and an on-site subsurface
sewage disposal system cannot be constructed on
the property in compliance with said regulations
and an enhanced treatment system under remedial
use cannot be designed and constructed to ade-
quately treat sewage from said property; or to
service housing of which at least 15 per cent of the
housing units are deed restricted to residents with
incomes no greater than 80 per cent of the area
median income paying no more than 30 per cent of
their income towards housing. The town shall not
allow an abutting property owner utilizing an en-
hanced treatment system under remedial use to opt
out of connecting to the sewer system unless the
town implements a monitoring and inspection plan
approved by the department of environmental pro-
tection for such remedial system or systems. Such
plan may include the assessment of a reasonable
fee by the board of health to implement the moni-
toring and inspection plan.
Notwithstanding any provision of sections 1 and
3 to the contrary, owners of land not identified in
the CWMP as needing to be connected to the mu-
nicipal treatment works shall not be permitted to
connect to the sewer system. Said plan may be
amended from time to time by the board or officer
having charge of sewers, after a public hearing
conducted to consider such amendment, and upon
approval of the department of environmental pro-
tection. The board or officer having charge of
sewers shall adopt regulations within 120 days
after the adoption of this act establishing publica-
tion and notification procedures to carry out the
purposes of this section.
Added by St.2008, c. 312, § 10, eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§ 1C. Certification by board of health for addi-
tional connections; service for munici-
pal buildings, public restrooms or pub-
lic service uses
After commencement of operations of the sewer
system authorized pursuant to section 1A, addition-
al connections shall be permitted within the final
area of concern by such board or officer having
charge of the maintenance and repair of sewers,
subject to available capacity, only upon certifica-
tion by the board of health that the on-site subsur-
face sewage disposal system on land abutting upon
a private or public way in which a common sewer
has been laid cannot comply with the provisions of
310 CMR 15.000, et seq., or in the case of new
construction, expansion of an existing structure, a
change in use, or increases in flow from said land,
such expansion, change in use, or increase in flow
does not result in sewage flow in excess of the
amount of said regulations flow capacity or actual
flow resulting from a legal use of said land, which-
ever is greater, which existed on the date of adop-
tion of this act as determined by the board of
health. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained herein, the board or officer having
charge of the maintenance and repair of sewers
may at any time permit extensions, new connec-
tions or increases in flow to the sewer system,
subject to capacity, to serve municipal buildings,
public restrooms, or other public service uses, in-
cluding but not limited to housing of which at least
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1 5 per cent of the housing units are deed restricted
to residents with incomes no greater than 80 per
cent of the area median income paying no more
than 30 per cent of their income towards housing.
Added by St.2008, c. 312, § 10, eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§ ID. Assessments upon connection of abutting
land to common sewer
Notwithstanding the provisions of chapters 80
and 83 to the contrary, a municipality acting under
section 1A may make assessments upon owners of
land abutting upon a private or public way in
which a common sewer has been laid only at the
time of actual connection to the common sewer.
Nothing herein shall preclude the town from mak-
ing estimated sewer assessments pursuant to sec-
tion 15B. The municipality may make equitable
adjustments to the annual charges established pur-
suant to section 16 for the use of common sewers
by owners of land who connect under this act for
the purpose of insuring an equitable distribution of
the total sewer system costs, including assessments
and sewer use charges.
Added by St.2008, c. 312, § 10, eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§ IE. Written decision regarding approval or
denial of connection to common sewer;
appeal
Every decision by the board or officer having
charge of sewers permitting or denying a connec-
tion to the sewer system pursuant to sections 1A to
ID, inclusive, shall be made in writing. Any per-
son aggrieved by such a decision may appeal said
decision within 30 days of issuance pursuant to the
provisions of section 14 of chapter 30A.
Added by St.2008, c. 312, § 10, eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§ IF. Discrimination prohibited
In carrying out the provisions of sections 1A to
IE, inclusive, a municipality shall not discriminate
against any person on the grounds of race, color,
marital status, physical disability, age, sex, sexual
orientation, religion, ancestry or national origin in
any manner prohibited by federal or state law.
Added by St.2008, c. 312, § 10, eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§ 1G. Separate account; collection, deposit and
use of funds
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, a municipality with a
comprehensive water resources management plan
under review or approved by the department of
environmental protection may establish and main-
tain a separate account into which it may collect
and deposit and expend funds from property own-
ers for the difference in cost between a convention-
al subsurface wastewater disposal system as re-
quired in 310 CMR 15.00, et seq. and the cost of a
subsurface wastewater disposal system designed to
reduce the nitrogen discharge from said system as
long as the property in question is identified in the
CWMP as being a priority for the installation of a
wastewater collection and treatment system for the
purposes of reducing the impacts of excessive ni-
trogen on marine waters and drinking water sup-
plies. Funds from this account may be used only
for the purpose of the construction, maintenance
and operation of said wastewater treatment and
collection works and shall be applied to the costs of
connection and or betterment assessed to the prop-
erty in question.
Added by St.2008, c. 312, § 10, eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§ 1H. Borrowing or assessing funds for con-
struction of wastewater treatment sys-
tem
Notwithstanding section 7 of chapter 44, a mu-
nicipality or sewer district adopting section 1A may
borrow and assess betterments for a term not to
exceed 50 years or the useful life as approved by
the department of environmental protection,
whichever is shorter, for the construction its waste-
water treatment systems and conveyances deter-
mined; and provided further that short term bor-
rowing may extend for a period not to exceed 5
years.
Added by St.2008, c. 312, § 10, eff. Aug. 14, 2008.
§ 2. Plans and records
Plans and descriptions of all main drains and
common sewers belonging to a town, with a true
record of the charges of making and repairing said
drains and sewers and of all assessments therefor,
shall be kept in the office of the town clerk or in
such other office of the town as the town by ordi-
nance or by-law may determine.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1878, c. 232, § 2.
P.S.1882, c. 50, § 14.
R.L.1902,c. 49, § 24.
St.1907, c. 365.
§ 3. Sewer connections
The board or officers of a city or town having
charge of the repair and maintenance of sewers
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may, upon request of the owner of land and pay-
ment by him of the actual cost thereof, construct a
particular sewer from the street line to a house or
building. A town may appropriate money for con-
necting estates within its limits with common sew-
ers, and no estate shall, in any year in which such
an appropriation is made, be connected with a
common sewer except in the manner hereinafter
provided. If bonds or notes are issued to pay the
cost of making such connections, the assessments
provided for in section twenty-four shall be applied
to the payment of such bonds or notes. If the
board of health of a town making such appropria-
tion shall order land abutting upon a public or
private way in which a common sewer has been
laid to be connected with such sewer, or if the
owner of such land shall make to the board or
officer having charge of the maintenance and re-
pair of sewers application to connect his land with
a common sewer, such board or officer shall make
such connection.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1892, c. 245, § 4.
St.1899, c. 319, §§ 1, 2.
St. 1900, c. 112.
R.L.1902, c. 49, §§ 12,31, 32.
§ 3A. Private ways; repair of sewers
The board or officers of a city or town having
charge of the repair and maintenance of sewers
may at the request of the owner of land and pay-
ment by him of the actual cost thereof repair a
break in a sewer laid in a private way and remove
any sewerage flowing from such break.
Added by St. 1 968, c. 248.
§ 4. Highway ditches or drains
The department of highways, county commis-
sioners, and the officers having charge of highways
in any city or town may construct ditches or drains
for the purpose of properly draining any highway,
and may carry water away from any highway and
over or through any land as they may deem neces-
sary for public convenience or for the proper care
or construction of such highway, and may pur-
chase or take by eminent domain under chapter
seventy-nine, on behalf of the commonwealth,
county, city or town, such land or interest therein
as may be necessary therefor. Such ditches and
drains shall be under the control of said officials,
who may enter upon any land for the purpose of
constructing, repairing or maintaining the same;
but they shall not enter upon or construct any
ditches, drains or other works or lay any conduits
or pipes or discharge any water within the location
of any railroad corporation, except at such time
and in such manner as they may agree upon with
such corporation, or, in case of failure so to agree,
as may be approved by the department of telecom-
munications and energy. The owner or occupant
of land through which any ditch or drain has been
constructed under this section may, after securing
a permit from the officers having control of the
ditch or drain, construct and maintain a bridge
over the same. The damages sustained by any
person in his property by takings or other acts
herein authorized may be recovered under chapter
seventy-nine. The department, board or officers
who have taken an easement under this section
may discontinue or abandon the same by filing for
record in the registry of deeds a suitable instru-
ment.
Amended by St. 1991, c. 552, § 51; St. 1997, c. 164, § 80.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St 1917, c. 329, §§ 1,3.
St.1919, c. 350, §§ 111, 113.
St.l931,c. 394, § 39.
§ 5. Separate systems for drainage of water and
sewage
In this section surface or storm water and such
other waters as shall be specified by the depart-
ment of public health shall be designated as waters
and all other waters and sewage shall be designat-
ed as sewage. When a town has provided both a
drain for waters and a sewer for sewage in a public
way, the owner of every parcel of land abutting on
such way or connected with such drain or sewer
shall arrange his plumbing so that the waters shall
be kept separate from the sewage; and shall make
such connections with the drain and sewer respec-
tively that the waters shall pass into the drain and
the sewage into the sewer in accordance with the
directions of the board or officer having charge of
the repair and maintenance of sewers in such
town.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1903, c. 383, § 1.
§ 6. Sewage disposal works
A town, with the approval of the department of
environmental protection, after a public hearing by
said department of all parties interested, of which
notice shall be given by publication in one or more
newspapers, may purchase land within its limits, or
lake the same by eminent domain under chapter
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seventy-nine, for the treatment, purification and
disposal of sewage. Towns or persons, owning or
operating filter beds or other works for the treat-
ment, purification and disposal of sewage shall
provide and maintain works adequate for the treat-
ment of the sewage at all times, and shall operate
such works in such manner as will prevent a nui-
sance therefrom or the discharge or escape of
unpurified or imperfectly purified sewage or ef-
fluent into any stream, pond or other water, or
other objectionable result.
Amended by St.1975, c. 706, § 116; St.1990, c. 177,
§ 144.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1890, c. 124.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 1.
St.1909, c. 433, § 1.
§ 7. Examination of sewage disposal works;
prevention of nuisances
If the department of environmental protection
determines upon examination that a filter bed or
other works for the treatment, purification and
disposal of sewage causes the pollution of a stream,
pond or other water, or is likely to become a source
of nuisance or create objectionable results in its
neighborhood by reason of defective construction,
inadequate capacity or negligence or inefficiency in
maintenance or operation or from other cause, it
may issue notice in writing to the town or person
owning or operating such works requiring such
enlargement or improvement in the works or
change in the method of operation thereof as may
be necessary for the proper maintenance and oper-
ation of the works and the efficient purification and
disposal of the sewage. If said department deter-
mines after investigation that the unsatisfactory
operation of a sewage disposal system is due whol-
ly or partly to the discharge into the system of
manufacturing waste or other substance of such
character as to interfere with the efficient opera-
tion of said works, it may if necessary prohibit the
entrance of such waste or other material, or may
regulate the entrance thereof into the system, or
may require the treatment of such waste or other
material in such manner as may be necessary to
prevent its interference with the operation of the
works.
Amended by St.1975, c. 706, § 117; St.1990, c. 177,
§ 145.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1909, c. 433, § 3.
St.1919, c. 350, § 97.
§ 8. Digging up public ways; permits
No person shall dig up or make an excavation in
a public way for the laying, altering or repairing of
a drain or sewer without obtaining a written per-
mit from the board or officer having charge of the
maintenance and repair of sewers in the town in
which such way is situated. Notwithstanding any
contrary provision of any local ordinance or by-
law, no such permit shall, except in case of an
emergency, be approved or issued by said board or
officer until copies of the notices to public utility
companies required by section forty of chapter
eighty-two have been filed with said board or offi-
cer by the applicant for such permit. Whoever
violates any provision of this section shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars for the
first offense and not less than fifty dollars nor more
than one hundred dollars for any subsequent of-
fense.
Amended by St. 1963, c. 370, § 3.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1709-10, c. 5, § 1.
St.1796, c. 47, § 1.
R.S.1836, c. 27, § 1.
G.S.I 860, c. 48, § 8.
P.S.1882, c. 50, § 12.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 29.
§ 9. Obstruction of ditches
Whoever, by himself, his agents or servants, de-
posits in or along any ditch or drain constructed
under section four any material which will obstruct
the flow of water therein shall be punished by a
fine of ten dollars, and shall be liable in tort to the
commonwealth, the county, city or town control-
ling the ditch or drain for all damages caused
thereby, for the cost and expense of removing the
obstructing material and of restoring the ditch or
drain to its former condition.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1917, c. 329, § 4.
§ 10. Rules and regulations regarding use and
connections
A city, town or sewer district may, from time to
time, prescribe rules and regulations regarding the
use of common sewers to prevent the entrance or
discharge therein of any substance which may tend
to interfere with the flow of sewage or the proper
operation of the sewerage system and the treat-
ment and disposal works, for the connection of
estates and buildings with sewers, for the construc-
tion, alteration, and use of all connections entering
690
SEWERS, DRAINS AND SIDEWALKS 83 §15
into such sewers, and for the inspection of all
materials used therein; and may prescribe civil
penalties, not exceeding five thousand dollars for
each day of violation of any such rule or regulation.
A city, town, sewer district, or a district established
for the purpose of managing stormwater, pursuant
to section 1A of chapter 40, may from time to time
prescribe rules and regulations for the use of main
drains and the management of stormwater to pre-
vent the discharge of sediment and pollutants
therein which may tend to degrade wetlands,
streams, other surface water bodies, and ground-
water and to inspect the facilities for the collection
and infiltration of stormwater in order to reduce
flooding and improve the quality of and decrease
the quantity of stormwater runoff; for the connec-
tion of estates and buildings with main drains; for
the construction, alteration, and use of all connec-
tions entering into such main drains; and for the
inspection of all materials used therein; and may
prescribe civil penalties, not exceeding $5,000 for
each day of violation of a rule or regulation. Such
rules and regulations shall be published once in a
newspaper published in the city or town, if there be
any, and if not, then in a newspaper published in
the county, and shall include a notice that said
rules and regulations shall be available for inspec-
tion by the public, and shall not take effect until
such publication has been made.
Amended by St. 1964, c. 736, § 3; St. 1985, c. 289;
St.1987, c. 174, § 7; St.2004, c. 149, § 138, cff. July 1,
2004.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1892, c. 245. § 4.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 12.
St. 1909, c. 433, § 2.
§ 11. Sewer connections
The board of health of a town may require the
owner or occupant of any building upon land abut-
ting on a public or private way, in which there is a
common sewer, to connect the same therewith by a
sufficient drain, and such owner or occupant who
fails to comply with such order shall be punished
by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1890, c. 132.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 30.
§ 12. Repair of private drains
If a city council or a town accepts this section or
has accepted corresponding provisions of earlier
laws, the board of health may require the owner or
occupant of an estate which drains into a private
drain in a public or private way to put such drain
in good repair and condition. If he fails to comply
with said order within ten days after notice thereof,
he shall be punished by a fine of not more than
twenty dollars for every day during which such
failure continues.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1893, c. 312.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 35.
§ 13. Equity jurisdiction
The supreme judicial court and the superior
court shall have jurisdiction in equity to restrain
the unlawful use of common sewers or the placing
or depositing of materials therein or the violation
ol regulations regarding the use thereof made un-
der section ten, and to enforce the provisions of
sections five to seven, inclusive.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1897, c. 116, § 2.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 36.
St.1903, c. 383, § 4.
St.1909, c. 433, § 4.
§ 14. Sewer assessments; authorization
A person who enters his particular drain into a
main drain or common sewer, or who by more
remote means receives benefit thereby for draining
his land or buildings, shall pay to the town a
proportional part of the charge of making and
repairing the same, and of the charge, not already
assessed, of making and repairing other main
drains and common sewers through which the
same discharges, which shall be ascertained, as-
sessed and certified by the aldermen, sewer com-
missioners, selectmen or road commissioners.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l841,c. 115, § 2.
G.S.I 860, c. 48, § 4.
St.1878, c. 232, § 1.
P.S.I 882, c. 50, § 4.
St.1893, c. 423, §§ 23,24.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 3.
§ 15. Sewerage systems; adoption; assessment;
uniform units; separation of costs
The city council of a city or a town may adopt a
system of sewerage for a part or the whole of its
territory, and may provide that assessments under
section fourteen shall be made upon owners of land
within such territory by a fixed uniform rate or a
rate based upon a uniform unit method.
A fixed uniform rate shall be based upon the
estimated average cost of all the sewers therein,
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according to the frontage of such land on any way
in which a sewer is constructed, or according to
the area of such land within a fixed depth from
such way, or according to both such frontage and
area; but no assessment in respect to any such
land, which by reason of its grade or level or any
other cause cannot be drained into such sewer,
shall be made until such incapacity is removed. If
the assessment is according to the area within such
fixed depth, the lien therefor shall attach to the
parcel assessed.
A uniform unit method shall be based upon sew-
erage construction costs divided among the total
number of existing and potential sewer units to be
served, after having proportioned the cost of spe-
cial and general benefit facilities. Each sewer unit
shall be equal to a single family residence. Poten-
tial sewer units shall be calculated on the basis of
zoning then in effect. Existing and potential multi-
family, commercial, industrial and semipublic uses
shall be converted into sewer units on the basis of
residential equivalents.
A city by ordinance or a town by by-law may
separate the costs of general benefit facilities, in-
cluding but not limited to pumping stations, trunk
and force mains, from that of special benefit facili-
ties, including but not limited to the sewer mains,
serving adjacent properties. A portion of costs of
the general benefit facilities may be apportioned by
the uniform unit method on all areas to receive
benefits within the pumping district or combina-
tion of districts. The cost of the general benefit
facilities, attributable to undeveloped land not
abutting a sewered street, may not be assessed
until properties are serviced by public sewerage.
The proportional cost of the special benefit and
general benefit facilities may be assessed against all
properties abutting a sewered street.
Amended by St. 1978, c. 214; St. 1996, c. 450, § 132.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1878, c. 232, § 5.
St. 1879, c. 55.
P.S.I 882, c. 50, § 7.
St. 1894. c. 528.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 5.
§ 1 5A. Redetermination of assessment
Any city at any meeting of the proper municipal
authority, or any town at a town meeting, may,
from time to time, redetermine the uniform rate or
uniform unit fixed under section 15, or under any
special law, and charged to abutters for, or to the
existing and potential sewer units to be served by,
the construction of sewers, but this section shall
not apply to the Massachusetts Water Resources
Authority.
Added by St. 1948, c. 52, § 1. Amended by St.2006, c.
231, eff. Aug. 9, 2006.
§ 15B. Estimated sewer assessments; construc-
tion of water pollution control facili-
ties
A city or town may assess and collect estimated
sewer assessments in connection with the construc-
tion of water pollution collection, pumping, treat-
ment and disposal facilities. The total amount of
such estimated sewer assessments shall not exceed
one-half of the municipality's liability under all
contracts it has entered into for the construction of
such facilities, and the total of such estimated as-
sessments shall be allocated by the same method to
be used for the allocation of the actual assessments
upon the completion of the work.
When the final costs of construction of the facili-
ties has been determined, the city or town may
assess and collect actual sewer assessments. The
provisions of chapter eighty relative to the appor-
tionment, division, interest and collection of assess-
ments shall apply to estimated assessments under
this section, but the provisions of chapter eighty
relating to abatements shall not apply to estimated
assessments under this section.
Revenues from estimated assessments under this
section shall be dedicated to the payment of the
costs of constructing the facilities or to paying the
principal and interest on any debt issued in con-
nection with the construction of the facilities, until
all such costs and debt service obligations have
been paid in full.
Added by St.1991, c. 387.
§ 16. Charge for use of sewers
The aldermen of any city or the sewer commis-
sioners, selectmen or road commissioners of a
town, may from time to time establish just and
equitable annual charges for the use of common
sewers and main drains and related stormwater
facilities, which shall be paid by every person who
enters his particular sewer therein. The money so
received may be applied to the payment of the cost
of maintenance and repairs of such sewers or of
any debt contracted for sewer purposes. In estab-
lishing quarterly or annual charges for the use of
main drains and related stormwater facilities, the
city, town, or district may either charge a uniform
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fee for residential properties and a separate uni-
form fee for commercial properties or establish an
annual charge based upon a uniform unit method;
but, the charge shall be assessed in a fair and
equitable manner. The annual charge shall be
calculated to supplement other available funds as
may be necessary to plan, construct, operate and
maintain stormwater facilities and to conduct
stormwater programs. The city, town or district
may grant credits against the amount of the quar-
terly or annual charge to those property owners
who maintain on-site functioning retention/deten-
tion basins or other filtration structures as ap-
proved by the stormwater utility, conservation
commission, or other governmental entity with ap-
propriate authority.
Amended by Si. 1961, c. 311; St.2004, c. 149, §§ 139,
140, eff. July 1, 2004.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1892, c. 245, § 1.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 6.
§ 1 6A. Certificate of acceptance; effect; recor-
dation
If the rates and charges due to a city, town,
municipality, or sewer district, which accepts this
section and sections sixteen B to sixteen F, inclu-
sive, and by its clerk, files a certificate of such
acceptance in the proper registry of deeds, for
supplying or providing for a sewer system or ren-
dering service or furnishing materials in connec-
tion therewith to or for any real estate at the
request of the owner or tenant are not paid on or
before their due date as established by local regula-
tions, ordinances or by-laws, which due date shall
be so established as to require payments at least as
often as annually, such rates and charges, together
with interest thereon and costs relative thereto,
shall be a lien upon such real estate as provided in
section sixteen B. The register of deeds shall rec-
ord such certificate of acceptance in a book to be
kept for the purpose, which shall be kept in an
accessible location in the registry. Sections sixteen
B to sixteen F, inclusive, shall also apply to a sewer
district which has accepted sections sixteen A to
sixteen F, inclusive, and whose clerk has so filed
the certificate of acceptance. Wherever in said
sections the words "board or officer in charge of
the sewer department" or their equivalent appear,
they shall also mean and include the officers exer-
cising similar duties in any city, town or district. A
fire or water district authorized to provide a sewer
system shall, for the purposes of sections sixteen A
to sixteen F, inclusive, be deemed to be a sewer
district.
Added by St. 1977, c. 586. Amended by St. 1981, c. 440.
§ 16B. Effective date of sewer charge lien; ter-
mination; methods of collection and
enforcement of rate or charge
Such lien shall take effect by operation of law on
the day immediately following the due date of such
rate or charge, and, unless dissolved by payment or
abatement, shall continue until such rate or charge
has been added to or committed as a tax under
section sixteen C, and thereafter, unless so dis-
solved, shall continue as provided in section thirty-
seven of chapter sixty; provided, however, that if
any such rate or charge is not added to or commit-
ted as a tax under section sixteen C for the next
fiscal year commencing after the inception of the
lien under this section, then said lien shall termi-
nate on October first of the third year following the
year in which such charge becomes due.
Notwithstanding such lien any such overdue rate
or charge may be collected through any legal
means, including the shutting off of a sewer con-
nection, which may be deemed advisable; provid-
ed, that after the termination of such a lien, no city,
town or sewer district shall attempt to enforce, by
shutting off the sewer connection, collection of
such rate or charge from any person, not liable
therefor, who has succeeded to the title or interest
of the person incurring such rate or charge. All
such rates and charges excluded by court decree
under section seventy-six B of chapter sixty shall,
to the extent that they were properly chargeable to
the person owning, or to the tenant occupying, the
premises for which such rates and charges were
incurred, be recoverable from such person or ten-
ant, as the case may be, in an action of contract or
otherwise. If at the time of the entry of such
decree such person or tenant is still the owner or
tenant of the premises, whether through redemp-
tion or otherwise, such rates and charges to the
extent that they were properly chargeable to him,
may be enforced in any other manner provided or
available for collection and enforcement of sewer
connection rates and charges.
Added by St. 1977, c. 586. Amended by St. 1989, c. 469,
§ 2.
§ 16C. Certification of rate or charge to asses-
sors; commitment as tax
If a rate or charge for which a lien is in effect
under section sixteen B has not been added to or
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committed as a tax and remains unpaid when the
assessors are preparing a real estate tax list and
warrant to be committed by them under section
fifty-three of chapter fifty-nine, the board or officer
in charge of the sewer department, or the town
collector of taxes, if applicable under section thirty-
eight A of chapter forty-one, shall certify such rate
or charge to the assessors, who shall forthwith add
such rate or charge to the tax on the property to
which it relates and commit it with their warrant
to the collector of taxes as a part of such tax. If
the property to which such rate or charge relates is
tax exempt, such rate or charge shall be committed
as the tax.
Added by St. 1977, c. 586. Amended by St.1986, c. 557,
§ 81.
§ 16D. Application of other law; powers of tax
collectors
Except as otherwise provided, the provisions of
chapters fifty-nine and sixty shall apply, so far as
pertinent, to all rates and charges certified to the
assessors under section sixteen C. Without limit-
ing the generality of the foregoing, upon commit-
ment as a tax or part of a tax under said section
sixteen C, all such rates and charges shall be sub-
ject to the provisions of law relative to interest on
the taxes of which they become, or, if the property
were not tax exempt would become, a part; and
the collector of taxes shall have the same powers
and be subject to the same duties with respect to
such rates and charges as in the case of annual
taxes upon real estate, and the provisions of law
relative to the collection of such annual taxes, the
sale or taking of land for the nonpayment thereof
and the redemption of land so sold or taken shall,
except as otherwise provided, apply to such rates
and charges.
Added by St. 1977, c. 586.
§ 16E. Remedies of aggrieved real estate own-
ers
An owner of real estate aggrieved by a charge
imposed thereon under sections sixteen A to six-
teen F, inclusive, in addition to such remedy as he
may have under section ten of chapter one hundred
and sixty-five, may apply for an abatement thereof
by filing a petition with the board or officer having
control of the sewer department within the time
allowed by law for filing an application for abate-
ment of the tax of which such charge is, or, if the
property were not tax exempt, would have been, a
part, and if such board or officer finds that such
charge is more than is properly due, a reasonable
abatement shall be made; and except as otherwise
provided herein, the provisions of chapter fifty-nine
relative to the abatement of taxes by assessors shall
apply, so far as applicable, to abatements hereun-
der. If such petition is denied in whole or in part,
the petitioner may appeal to the appellate tax
board upon the same terms and conditions as a
person aggrieved by the refusal of the assessors of
a city or town to abate a tax.
Added by St. 1 977, c. 586.
§ 16F. Recovery of real estate owner against
tenants
An owner of real estate who, in order to prevent
the imposition of a lien thereon or to discharge the
same, has paid charges for sewer connections fur-
nished to a tenant or other person who was bound
to pay the same, may recover from such tenant or
other person in an action of contract the amount of
the charges so paid with all incidental costs and
expenses.
Added by St. 1 977, c. 586.
§ 16G. Deferral of charges
In a city, town or district which accepts the
provisions of this section, the board responsible for
assessing charges for the use of the common sew-
ers under section sixteen of chapter eighty-three or
any other provision of law, shall, upon the applica-
tion of the owner of the real property served by the
common sewers, if such owner is receiving an
exemption from property taxes under clause Forty-
first A of section five of chapter fifty-nine with
respect to such property, defer charges for said use
of the common sewers. An application for deferral
may be filed with said board within the time limit
established for the filing of an application for ex-
emption under said clause Forty-first A.
The board that imposes such charges shall notify
the board of assessors of any deferral granted un-
der the provisions of this section, and shall annual-
ly thereafter notify said board of assessors of any
unpaid sewer charges to be added to the tax bill.
Such charges shall be committed by the assessors
along with the real estate taxes for each fiscal year,
and abated along with such taxes, and secured by
the statement of lien executed pursuant to said
clause Forty-first A. Upon such qualification for
deferra 1 , no further application under this section
need be filed in order to qualify for deferral of
sewer charges in subsequent years. No additional
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notice or statement of lien need be recorded or
registered with respect to such deferred sewer use
charges, but the amount of such deferred charges
shall be listed on any certificate of liens issued
under section twenty-three, twenty-three A or twen-
ty-three B of chapter sixty. Whenever a person
who has received an exemption under said clause
Forty-first A is no longer eligible for such exemp-
tion, the board of assessors shall cease deferring
sewer use charges added to the tax bill, and shall
notify the board responsible for the assessment of
such charges of the discontinuance of such deferral
of said charges.
Interest shall be charged upon deferred sewer
use charges at the same rate as interest on taxes
deferred under said clause Forty-first A. The de-
ferred charges, together with accrued interest shall
be due and collectible at the same time and upon
the same terms and conditions as taxes deferred
under said clause Forty-first A.
The amount of sewer use charges deferred under
this section, plus accrued interest, shall not be used
in determining whether a taxpayer continues to be
eligible for exemption under said clause Forty-first
A.
Added by St. 1 988, c. 42, § 4.
§ 17. Payment for permanent sewer privileges
The aldermen of any city except Boston or a
town in which main drains or common sewers are
laid may determine that a person who uses such
main drains or common sewers in any manner,
instead of paying an assessment under section four-
teen, shall pay for the permanent privilege of his
estate such reasonable amount as the aldermen or
the sewer commissioners, selectmen or road com-
missioners shall determine.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1 878, c. 184, §§ 1,2.
P.S. 1882, c. 50, §§ 8,9.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 7.
St.1918, c. 257, § 212.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 18. Method of assessment
The city council of a city or a town which itself
is, or the officers of which are, entitled, under
sections fourteen to seventeen, inclusive, or under
any special act, to assess upon land the whole or a
part of the cost of laying, making, maintaining or
repairing main drains or common sewers, may
determine that such assessments shall be made by
two or more of the methods provided in said sec-
tions or special acts, and may determine what part
of the expense or estimated average cost shall be
paid under each method.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Si. 1892, c. 245, § 2.
R.L.1902. c. 49, § 8.
§ 19. Assessments; extension of time for pay-
ment
The aldermen of a city or the sewer commission-
ers, selectmen or road commissioners of a town
may extend the time for the payment of such as-
sessments upon land which is not built upon until
it is built upon or for a fixed time; but interest at
the rate of four per cent per annum shall be paid
annually upon the assessment from the time it was
made, and the assessment shall be paid within
three months after such land is built upon or at the
expiration of such fixed time.
Amended by St. 1943, c. 252, § 4.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1892, c. 245, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 9.
St.1918, c. 257, § 213.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 20. Fee for use of sewers
The owners of land or parts thereof not liable to
assessment, or not in fact assessed, may use the
common sewers for the disposal of their sewage
from such land only on payment of such reasonable
amount as the aldermen or the sewer commission-
ers, selectmen or road commissioners shall deter-
mine.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1892, c. 245, § 3.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 10.
§ 21. Assessment on land abutting on more
than one way
If land abuts upon more than one way, assess-
ments for sewers based wholly or in part upon
frontage shall be assessed upon the frontage upon
one such way and upon so much of the frontage
upon such other way as is not exempted by the
board whose duty it is to make the assessment;
and such board may exempt from assessment so
much of the frontage upon such other way as they
consider just and equitable.
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Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1892, c. 245, § 5.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 11.
§ 22. Assessment of sewers built by landowners
If an ordinance or by-law provides that any drain
or sewer laid in any land or way, public or private,
which is opened or proposed to be opened for
public travel and accommodation shall be a main
drain or common sewer, and such drain or sewer
is laid in a private way or land at the expense of the
owner thereof, his land shall not be assessed for
such drain or sewer, except for the cost of connect-
ing it with common drains or sewers already estab-
lished.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1895, c. 227.
R.L.1902, c. 49, § 13.
§ 23. Cost of sewers; payment of portion by
municipality
A town by vote of its town meeting or a city by
vote of its board of aldermen or city council shall
determine whether it shall pay the whole or a
portion of the cost of laying out and constructing
main drains or of a system or systems of sewerage
and sewage disposal, and if a portion, what por-
tion. If the town or city votes to pay less than the
whole cost, in providing for the payment of the
remaining portion of the cost of said system or
systems the town or city may avail itself of any or
all of the methods of payment authorized by law to
a town or city, and the provisions of chapter eighty
relative to the apportionment, division, reassess-
ment, abatement and collection of assessments, to
liens therefor and to interests thereon, shall apply
to assessments made under this chapter. At the
same meeting at which it determines that any por-
tion of the cost is to be borne by the town or city, it
may by vote determine by which of such methods
the remaining portion of said cost shall be provid-
ed.
Amended by St. 1964, c. 736, § 4; St. 1975, c. 228.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l841,c. 115, § 5.
G.S.1860, c. 48, § 7.
P.S.1882, c. 50, § 11.
St. 1892, c. 245, § 9.
R.L.1902, c. 49, §§ 26,27.
§ 24. Assessment for particular sewers
The owner of any land benefited by the laying out
of a particular sewer from the common sewer to
the boundary of the way shall pay to the town for
the permanent privilege of using the same such
reasonable amount as the aldermen or the sewer
commissioners, selectmen or road commissioners
determine, which may be fixed at the estimated
average cost of all such particular sewers within
the territory for which a system of sewers has been
built or adopted. The board or officers authorized
to lay out sewers shall assess the cost of connecting
private land with a common sewer under section
three upon the land so connected, and may require
that an applicant for a connection of his land with
a sewer shall pay in advance an amount equal to
the estimated assessment therefor, which shall be
applied to the payment of the assessment, and the
remainder, if any, shall be repaid to the applicant.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1892, c. 245, § 4.
St.1899, c. 319, §§ 2,5.
St. 1900, c. 112.
R.L.1902, c. 49, §§ 12, 32, 34.
§ 25. Establishment of sidewalks
The aldermen of a city or the selectmen or road
commissioners of a town may, if in their judgment
the public convenience so requires, establish side-
walks in the public ways thereof and determine the
grade of each such sidewalk and the materials with
which it shall be constructed, and may order the
reconstruction of existing sidewalks. No such side-
walk shall be dug up or obstructed without the
consent of the board or officer having charge of the
maintenance and repair of public ways in a city, or
the selectmen or road commissioners in a town.
Each city and town shall provide a slanted curbing
on sidewalks in its public ways at pedestrian cross-
walks when new or replacement curbing is re-
quired at such locations.
Amended by St. 1973, c. 288.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1855, c. 43, §§ 1,2.
G.S.1860, c. 45, §§ 7, 8.
P.S.1882, c. 50, §§ 20,21.
R.L.1902, c. 49, §§ 42 to 45.
St.1918, c. 257, § 218.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 26. Assessments for the construction or re-
construction of sidewalk
In the order for the construction of a new side-
walk or the reconstruction of a sidewalk with mate-
rial of more permanent character than that with
which it was originally constructed, the board mak-
ing the order may provide for the assessment of a
reasonable amount, not exceeding one half the
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cost, upon the abutting estates. If an ordinance or
by-law so provides, the total assessed upon any
individual estate shall not exceed one per cent of
the value thereof as fixed by the last preceding
annual assessment for taxes.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1872, c. 303, §§ 1 to 4.
St. 1874, c. 107, §§ 1,2.
P.S.I 882, c. 50, §§ 22 to 24.
St. 1895, c. 444.
R.L.I 902, c. 49, §§ 42 to 45.
St.1918, c. 257, § 218.
§ 27. Recording of statements;
liens
assessment
Whenever the aldermen of a city or the sewer
commissioners, selectmen or road commissioners
of a town lay out or determine to construct a sewer
or drain in a public way, or in a way opened or
dedicated to the public use which has not become a
public way, or adopt an order for the establishment
or reconstruction of a sidewalk for such a way, and
assessments may be made or charges imposed un-
der this chapter for the construction of such im-
provement or the use thereof, they shall forthwith
cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds of the
county or district in which such city or town is
situated a statement of their action, which shall
specify the ways in which such sewer, drain or
sidewalk is located. All assessments made or
charges imposed under this chapter upon land
which abuts upon any such way in which such
sewer, drain or sidewalk is located shall constitute
a lien upon such land from the time such statement
is recorded and all charges authorized by section
sixteen shall from the time of assessment constitute
a lien upon the land connected with the common
sewer. Liens under this section shall continue for
the same period and under the same conditions us
a lien established under chapter eighty.
Amended by St. 1943, c. 252, § 5.
Historical and Statutory Notes
G.S.I 860, c. 48, § 5.
St.1878, c. 184, § 3.
St. 1878, c. 249.
P.S.1882, c. 50, §§ 5, 10, 25.
St. 1886, c.210.
St.1891, c. 97.
St.1893, c. 380.
St. 1895, c. 117.
St.1896, c. 236.
St.1897, c. 274.
St.1899, c. 319, §§ 3,4.
R.L.1902.C. 49, §§ 23, 33.
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 215,218.
St.1919, c. 5.
St. 1920, c. 2.
St.l921,c. 486, § 20.
§ 28. Application of betterment law
The provisions of chapter eighty relative to the
apportionment, division, reassessment, abatement
and collection of assessments, and to interest, shall
apply to assessments made under this chapter.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1918, c. 257, §§ 216,218.
St.1919, c. 5.
St.1920, c. 2.
§ 29. Betterment assessments created by spe-
cial act; duration of lien
Notwithstanding any provision in any special act
to the contrary, any lien for sewer, drain or side-
walk assessments or for betterment assessments of
any other nature created pursuant to the provisions
of any special act shall continue in effect until the
land subject to the lien has been alienated and the
instrument alienating the same has been recorded
and for such longer period as any special act may
provide.
Added by St. 1943, c. 252, § 3.
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CHAPTER 85
REGULATIONS AND BY-LAWS RELATIVE TO WAYS AND BRIDGES
Selected section
Section
1 1 E. Traffic law violations by bicyclist.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ HE. Traffic law violations by bicyclist
A police officer who observes a traffic law viola-
tion committed by a bicyclist may request the of-
fender to state his true name and address. Whoev-
er, upon such request, refuses to state his name
and address or whoever states a false name and
address or a name and address which is not his
name and address in ordinary use, shall be pun-
ished by a fine of not less than $20 nor more than
$50. An offender who refuses to state his true
name and address may be arrested without a war-
rant for such refusal but no person shall be arrest-
ed without a warrant for any other traffic law
violation committed while operating a bicycle. A
police officer shall use the ticketing procedure de-
scribed in chapter 90C to cite a bicyclist for a
traffic law violation but the violation shall not
affect the status of the bicyclist's license to operate
a motor vehicle nor shall it affect the bicyclist's
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
status in the safe driver insurance plan. When a
citation is issued to a bicyclist, it shall be clearly
indicated on the ticket that the violator is a bicy-
clist, and failure to do so shall be a defense to the
violation.
The parent or guardian of a person under 18
years of age shall not authorize or knowingly per-
mit that person to violate this section. A violation
of this section by a person under 18 years of age
shall not affect any civil right or liability nor shall
the violation be a criminal offense. If the offender
is under 16 years of age, the officer may give the
notice to the parent or guardian of the offender.
All fines collected by a city or town pursuant to
this section shall be used by the city or town for the
development and implementation of bicycle safety
programs.
Added by St.2009, c. 65, § 6, eff. Jan. 1, 201 1.
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CHAPTER 88
FERRIES, CANALS AND PUBLIC LANDINGS
Selected section
Section
14. Laying out or alteration of common landing places;
erection and maintenance of structures thereon.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 14. Laying out or alteration of common land-
ing places; erection and maintenance
of structures thereon
In every city or town where the tide ebbs and
flows there shall be provided on a tidal shore
thereof at least one common landing place and
where no common landing place exists the city
council or board of selectmen shall lay out at least
one common landing place and may from time to
time alter the same, but the layout or alteration of
such landing place shall not extend below low
water mark. In any such city or town the city
council or board of selectmen may, upon petition
of ten or more voters of the city or town, lay out
additional common landing places and alter the
same or those already existing, but no layout or
alteration of such landing place shall extend below
low water mark. All the provisions of law relating
to the laying out and alteration of town ways shall
apply to the laying out or alteration of common
landing places. Any person who is damaged in his
property by such laying out or alteration may re-
cover damages under chapter seventy-nine. In any
city or town where a common landing place exists
or where a layout or alteration is made in accor-
dance with the provisions of this section, the city
council or board of selectmen shall file a plan and
a description of each such common landing place
or layout or alteration with the city clerk or town
clerk, with the county commissioners of the county
where said city or town is located, and with the
department of environmental management and
shall record the same in the registry of deeds for
said county. A city or town may erect and main-
tain structures on any such common landing place
in keeping with the public nature thereof, but any
such structures extending into tidewater shall be
subject to the provisions of chapter ninety-one.
The city council or board of selectmen shall make
rules and regulations governing the operation and
use of structures on a common landing place and
may appoint a custodian thereof and fix his salary,
or it may, on behalf of the city or town, lease said
structures.
Amended by St.1956, c. 262; St.1991, c. 552, § 60.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1908, c. 606, §§ 1, 4.
St. 1930, c. 164.
699
CHAPTER 90
MOTOR VEHICLES AND AIRCRAFT
Selected sections
Section
1%
20A.
20A^>.
§ 3%
Commonwealth residency factors; access to in-
formation in nonpublic records; certification of
facts; motor vehicle registration misrepresenta-
tions; penalties and fines.
Parking regulations; violations; notice to appear;
failure to appear; adjudication by mail.
Cities of Boston and Cambridge; parking viola-
tions; tags; appearance; failure to appear; ad-
judication by mail.
Section
20C. Nature of proceedings under Sees. 20A and 20A/4;
fines.
20D. Tampering or destruction of parking tags; penal-
ty-
20E. Liability of lessors of motor vehicles for parking
violations.
49. Registration of federal certificates; fees; excep-
tions.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
Commonwealth residency factors; access
to information in nonpublic records;
certification of facts; motor vehicle
registration misrepresentations; penal-
ties and fines
(a) Any person claiming to be a nonresident for
purposes of section 3, shall be deemed to be a
resident of the commonwealth during any period in
which such person:
(1) obtained an exemption pursuant to clause
Seventeenth, Seventeenth C, Seventeenth C 1/2,
Seventeenth D, Eighteenth, Twenty-second, Twen-
ty-second A, Twenty-second B, Twenty-second C,
Twenty-second D, Twenty-second E, Thirty-seventh,
Thirty-seventh A, Forty-first, Forty-first A, Forty-
first B, Forty-first C, Forty-second or Forty-third of
section 5 of chapter 59;
(2) obtained an exemption pursuant to section
5C of said chapter 59;
(3) filed a Massachusetts resident income tax
return pursuant to chapter 62;
(4) obtained a rental deduction pursuant to sub-
paragraph (9) of paragraph (a) of Part B of section
3 of chapter 62;
(5) declared in a home mortgage settlement doc-
ument that the mortgaged property located in the
commonwealth would be occupied as his principal
residence;
(6) obtained homeowner's liability insurance
coverage on property that was declared to be occu-
pied as a principal residence;
(7) filed a certificate of residency and identified
his place of residence in a city or town in the
commonwealth in order to comply with a residency
ordinance as a prerequisite for employment with a
governmental entity;
(8) paid on his own behalf, or on behalf of a
child or dependent for whom the person has custo-
dy, resident in-state tuition rates to attend a state-
sponsored college, community college or universi-
ty;
(9) applied for and received public assistance
from the commonwealth for himself or his child or
dependent of whom he has custody;
(10) has a child or dependent of whom he has
custody who is enrolled in a public school in a city
or town in the commonwealth, unless the cost of
such education is paid for by him, such child or
dependent, or by another education jurisdiction;
(11) is registered to vote in the commonwealth;
(12) obtained any benefit, exemption, deduction,
entitlement, license, permit or privilege by claim-
ing principal residence in the commonwealth; or
(13) is a resident under any other written crite-
ria under which the commissioner of revenue may
determine residency in the commonwealth.
(b) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary, the custodian of any records re-
ferred to in subsection (a) that are not accessible to
the general public shall provide, upon request, to
the registrar of motor vehicles, the commissioner
of revenue, the local board of assessors, or a local
or state police officer, access to certain information
contained therein solely for purposes of enforcing
chapters 59, 60A, 64H, 64/ and 90. The disclosure
of information contained in such records referred
to in paragraphs (3) and (4) of subsection (a) shall
be made by the commissioner of revenue pursuant
to this section and shall be limited to: the taxpay-
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er's name; the taxpayer's primary place of resi-
dence or domicile; the type of return filed; the
taxpayer identification number; the determination
of whether the taxpayer took the rental deduction
on his income tax return; and an explanation of
the factors that indicated said taxpayer's residency
within the commonwealth.
If records maintained by a custodian indicate
that a person is deemed to be a resident under
subsection (a), the custodian may certify in writing
as to the facts contained in those records and the
certification shall be prima facie evidence of the
person's residency within the commonwealth in
any proceeding involving enforcement of said
chapters 59, 60A, 64H, 64/ and 90, including any
proceedings under subsection (c).
(c) Any person who improperly registers a motor
vehicle or trailer in another state or misrepresents
the place of garaging of the motor vehicle or trailer
within the commonwealth, for purposes of evading
the payment of motor vehicle excise, sales and use
taxes or insurance premiums, or to reduce the
amount of such payment, shall be punishable by a
fine of not less than $200 nor more than $1,000 for
each offense. For purposes of this section, each
taxable year that a motor vehicle or trailer is im-
properly registered shall be considered a separate
offense, but no more than 3 years shall be the
subject of prosecution. The fines imposed pursu-
ant to this section shall be divided as follows: 75
per cent of the fines shall be paid over to the
treasury of the city or town in whose jurisdiction
the motor vehicle is customarily garaged; and 25
per cent of the fines shall be paid over to the
treasurer of the commonwealth to be deposited in
the highway fund to offset costs associated with the
implementation of this section. The Massachusetts
Collectors and Treasurers Association, in conjunc-
tion with the treasurer of the commonwealth, shall
report quarterly to the house and senate committee
on ways and means the total amount of fines im-
posed and collected pursuant to this section.
As an alternative to criminal prosecution, viola-
tion of this section may be disposed of as a civil
motor vehicle infraction in the amount of $500
under chapter 90C, fines recovered under this
paragraph shall be divided as follows: 50 per cent
of the fines shall be paid over to the treasury of the
city or town in whose jurisdiction the motor vehicle
is customarily garaged, of which not less than 40
per cent of the city or town share shall be appropri-
ated to the police department in the city or town;
and 50 per cent of the fines shall be paid over to
the treasurer of the commonwealth to be deposited
in the Highway Fund to offset costs associated with
the implementation of this section.
Added by St.2002, c. 184, § 85. Amended by Sl.2003, c.
46, § 96, eff. July 31, 2003.
§ 20A. Parking regulations; violations; notice
to appear; failure to appear; adjudi-
cation by mail
In any city or town accepting the provisions of
this section, each city manager in a city having a
Plan D or E form of charter or the mayor with the
approval of the city council or board of aldermen
in any other city or the town council or board of
selectmen of a town shall designate or appoint a
parking clerk, who may also perform other munici-
pal functions except police functions. The parking
clerk shall be directly responsible to said city man-
ager, mayor, town council or board of selectmen
and shall supervise and coordinate the processing
of parking notices in such city or town. The park-
ing clerk shall have the authority, subject to the
approval of the city manager or mayor in a city or
town manager or board of selectmen in a town, to
hire or designate such personnel and organize such
divisions as he may deem necessary or contract, by
competitive bidding, for such services subject to
appropriation to carry out the provisions of this
section.
It shall be the duty of any police officer, except in
cities and towns subject to the provisions of section
twenty A lA, who takes cognizance of a violation of
any provision of any rule, regulation, order, ordi-
nance or by-law regulating the parking of motor
vehicles established by any city or town, forthwith
to give to the offender a notice to appear before the
parking clerk of the city or town wherein the
violation occurred at any time during regular office
hours, not later than twenty-one days after the time
of said violation.
Said notice must be made in triplicate and one
copy shall be affixed securely to the motor vehicle
and shall contain, but shall not be limited to, the
following information: the make, color, registra-
tion number and state of issuance of said registra-
tion number of the vehicle involved, the date, time
and place of the violation, the specific violation
charged and, if a meter violation, the number of
said meter, the name and badge number of the
officer and his division, a schedule of established
fines, instructions for the return of the notice and a
notice which reads as follows: This notice may be
returned by mail, personally or by an authorized
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person. A hearing may be obtained upon the writ-
ten request of the registered owner. Failure to
obey this notice within twenty-one days after the
date of violation may result in the non-renewal of
the license to drive and the certificate of registra-
tion of the registered owner.
Whenever it is not possible to deliver a copy of
said notice to the offender at the time and place of
the violation by affixing it to the motor vehicle, said
copy shall be sent by the officer, or by his com-
manding officer or any person authorized by said
commanding officer, in the case of a violation
involving a motor vehicle registered under the laws
of this commonwealth, within five days of the of-
fense, and in the case of any motor vehicle regis-
tered under the laws of another state or country,
within ten days thereof, exclusive, in either case, of
Sundays and holidays, to the address of the regis-
trant of the motor vehicle registered under the laws
of this commonwealth, in the records of the regis-
try of motor vehicles, or, in the case of a motor
vehicle registered under the laws of another state
or country, in the records of the official in such
state or country having charge of the registration of
such motor vehicle. Such notice mailed by the
officer, his commanding officer, or the person so
authorized, to the last address of such registrant as
appearing as aforesaid, shall be deemed as suffi-
cient notice, and a certificate of the officer or
person so mailing such notice that it has been
mailed in accordance with this section shall be
deemed prima facie evidence thereof and shall be
admissible in any judicial or administrative pro-
ceeding as to the facts contained therein. At or
before the completion of each tour of duty the
officer shall give to his commanding officer those
copies of each notice of such a violation taken
cognizance of during such tour which have not
already been delivered or mailed by him as afore-
said. Said commanding officer shall retain and
safely preserve one of such copies and shall, at a
time not later than the end of the second business
day of the city or town after said delivery or mail-
ing, deliver another of such copies to the parking
clerk before whom the offender has been notified
to appear. The parking clerk shall maintain a
docket of all such notices to appear.
Any person notified to appear before the parking
clerk, as provided herein, may appear before such
parking clerk or his designee and confess the of-
fense charged, either personally or through an
agent duly authorized in writing or by mailing to
such parking clerk the notice and the fine provided
herein, such payment to be made only by postal
note, money order or check made out to the park-
ing clerk. If it is the first violation subject to this
section committed by such person in a particular
city or town in the calendar year, the parking clerk
shall dismiss the charge without the payment of
any fine; if it is the second, third or fourth viola-
tion so committed in such city or town in the
calendar year, payment to the parking clerk of a
fine of five dollars for each such violation shall
operate as a final disposition of the case; and if it
is the fifth or subsequent violation so committed in
such city or town in the calendar year, payment to
the parking clerk of a fine of ten dollars for each
such violation shall operate as a final disposition of
the case; provided, however, that the provisions of
this sentence shall not apply to any violation sub-
ject to this section committed in any city or town
wherein the city council or board of aldermen,
town council, board of selectmen, or traffic com-
mission or traffic director having authority to pro-
mulgate traffic rules shall have established by mu-
nicipal rule, regulation, ordinance or by-law a
schedule of fines for such violations. The schedule
of fines shall be uniform for the same offense
committed in the same zone or district, if any, and
shall not exceed $25 if paid within 21 days, $35 if
paid thereafter but before the parking clerk reports
to the registrar as provided below, and $50 if paid
thereafter; provided, however, that the fine for the
violation of parking a motor vehicle within a post-
ed bus stop shall be $100. Notice affixed to a
motor vehicle as provided in this section shall be
deemed a sufficient notice, and a certificate of the
officer affixing such notice that it has been affixed
thereto, in accordance with this section, shall be
deemed prima facie evidence thereof and shall be
admissible in any judicial or administrative pro-
ceeding as to the facts contained therein. Whenev-
er it becomes necessary to ascertain whether a
person owning two or more motor vehicles is
chargeable as such owner with a first, second,
third, fourth, fifth or subsequent violation hereun-
der, such question shall, in the case of vehicles
singly registered, be determined separately with
respect to the particular vehicle involved in such
violation and, in the case of vehicles subject to
section five, with respect to the particular number
plate or plates used on the vehicle involved in such
violation at the time thereof.
Should any person notified to appear hereunder
fail to appear and, if a fine is provided hereunder,
to pay the same, or having appeared desire not to
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avail himself of the benefits of the procedure estab-
lished by this section, the parking clerk shall forth-
with schedule the matter before a person hereafter
referred to as a hearing officer, said hearing officer
to be the parking clerk of the city or town wherein
the violation occurred or such other person or
persons as the parking clerk may designate. Writ-
ten notice of the date, time and place of said
hearing shall be sent by first-class mail to the
registered owner. Said hearing shall be informal,
the rules of evidence shall not apply and the deci-
sion of the hearing officer shall be final subject to
judicial review as provided by section fourteen of
chapter thirty A.
If any person fails to appear in accordance with
said notice, the parking clerk shall notify the regis-
trar of motor vehicles who shall place the matter
on record and, upon receipt of two or more such
notices, shall not renew the license to operate a
motor vehicle of the registered owner of the vehicle
or the registration of said vehicle until after notice
from the parking clerk that all such matters have
been disposed of in accordance with law. Upon
such notification to the registrar, an additional
twenty dollar charge, payable to the registrar of
motor vehicles, shall be assessed against the regis-
tered owner of said vehicle. It shall be the duty of
the parking clerk to notify the registrar forthwith
that such case has been disposed of in accordance
with law, provided however, that a certified receipt
of full and final payment from the parking clerk of
the city or town in which the violation occurred
shall also serve as legal notice to the registrar that
said violation has been so disposed of. The notice
to appear provided herein shall be printed in such
form as the registrar of motor vehicles may ap-
prove. The parking clerk shall distribute such no-
tices to the commanding officer of the police de-
partment of the city or town upon request, and
shall take a receipt therefor. The registrar shall
approve such other forms as he deems appropriate
to implement this section, and said forms shall be
printed and used by the cities and towns.
If any person shall have failed to appear in
accordance with five or more said notices, notwith-
standing any notification to the registrar, the park-
ing clerk may notify the chief of police or director
of traffic or parking of said city or town that the
vehicle involved in said multiple violations shall be
removed and stored, or otherwise immobilized by a
mechanical device, at the expense of the registered
owner of said vehicle until such time as the matter
has been disposed of in accordance with law.
As used in this section, the words "motor vehi-
cle" shall, so far as apt, include trailer, semi-trailer
and semi-trailer unit.
The provisions of this section shall apply to viola-
tions of rules and regulations relative to the use of
parking areas subject to the control of the county
commissioners adjacent to or abutting county
buildings, and county commissioners are hereby
authorized to make said rules and regulations.
Any person notified to appear before the parking
clerk, as provided herein, without waiving his right
to a hearing before the parking clerk or hearing
officer as provided by this section, and also without
waiving judicial review as provided by section four-
teen of chapter thirty A, may challenge the validity
of the parking violation notice and receive a review
and disposition of the violation from the parking
clerk or a hearing officer by mail. The alleged
parking violator may, upon receipt of the notice to
appear, send a signed statement explaining his
objections to the violation notice as well as signed
statements from witnesses, police officers, govern-
ment officials and any other relevant parties. Pho-
tographs, diagrams, maps and other documents
may also be sent with the statements. Any such
statements or materials sent to the parking clerk
for review shall have attached the persons' name
and address as well as the ticket number and the
date of the violation. The parking clerk or hearing
officer shall, within twenty-one days of receipt of
said material, review the material and dismiss or
uphold the violation and notify, by mail, the alleged
violator of the disposition of the hearing. If the
outcome of the hearing is against the alleged viola-
tor, the parking clerk or hearing officer shall ex-
plain the reasons for the outcome on the notice.
Such review and disposition handled by mail shall
be informal, the rules of evidence shall not apply,
and the decision of the parking clerk shall be final
subject to any hearing provisions provided by this
section or to judicial review as provided by section
fourteen of chapter thirty A. Each parking viola-
tion issued shall carry a statement explaining the
procedure to adjudicate the violation by mail.
Added bv St. 1934, c. 368, § 1. Amended by St. 1935, c
176; St.1938, c. 201; St. 1949, c. 425, §§ 1 to 3; St.1951
c. 69; St. 1952, c. 98; St.1952, c. 193, §§ 1,2; St.1953, c
249, § 1; St.1954, c. 302; St.1955, c. 386, §§ 1, 2
St.1955, c. 751, § 1; St.1956, c. 404; St.1960, c. 454
St.1961, c. 233, §§ 1 to 3; St. 1961, c. 455, § 6; St.1962
c. 338, §§ 20, 21; St.1962, c. 420, § 1; St.1962, c. 786
§§ 1 to 5; St.1978, c. 478, § 39; St. 1981, c. 351, § 115
St.1981, c. 746, §§ 1 to 5; St.1983, c. 233, § 62; St.1983
c. 459, § 1; St.1984, c. 189, § 63; St.1989, c. 204, § 1
St. 1992, c. 133, § 445; St.2003, c. 46, § 97, eff. July 31
2003; St.2008, c. 465, § 1, eff. April 7, 2009; St.2010, c
454, § 44, eff. Jan. 14, 2011.
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§ 20A/£. Cities of Boston and Cambridge;
parking violations; tags; appear-
ance; failure to appear; adjudica-
tion by mail
In the cities of Boston and Cambridge and in any
city or town which accepts the provisions of this
section, each manager in a city having a Plan D or
E form of charter or the mayor, with the approval
of the city council or board of aldermen in any
other city, or the town council or board of select-
men of a town shall designate or appoint a parking
clerk. The parking clerk shall report to the council
or aldermen of a city, the council or board of
selectmen of a town and shall supervise and coor-
dinate the processing of parking notices in such
city or town. The parking clerk shall have the
authority, after such authorization by the mayor
and city council in a city or town council or select-
men in a town, to hire and designate such person-
nel as may be necessary or contract by competitive
bid for such services, subject to appropriation, to
implement the provisions of this section; provided,
however, that such positions shall be filled in the
city of Boston and Cambridge by granting prefer-
ence to persons who had been employees of said
cities in the fire, police or traffic crossing guard
service, and all such positions in said city of Boston
and Cambridge shall be subject to chapter thirty-
one, and in no case in the city of Boston and
Cambridge shall the amount expended for adminis-
tration of this section exceed eleven per cent of the
total amount of the annual receipts collected by the
parking clerk.
It shall be the duty of every police officer who
takes cognizance of a violation of any provision of
any rule, regulation, order, ordinance or by-law
regulating the parking of motor vehicles estab-
lished for their respective city or town, forthwith to
give the offender a notice, which shall be in tag
form as provided in this section, to appear before
the parking clerk of the city or town wherein the
violation occurred at any time during regular office
hours, not later than twenty-one days after the date
of such violation. All tags shall be prepared in
triplicate and shall be prenumbered.
Said tag shall be affixed securely to the motor
vehicle and shall contain, but shall not be limited
to, the following information: the make, color and
registration number of the vehicle involved and the
state of issuance of said registration number, the
date, time and place of the violation, the specific
violation charged and, if a meter violation, the
number of said meter, the name and badge number
of the officer and his division, a schedule of estab-
lished fines, instructions for the return of the tag
and a notice which reads: This notice may be
returned by mail, personally or by an authorized
person. A hearing may be obtained upon the writ-
ten request of the registered owner. Failure to
obey this notice within twenty-one days after the
date of violation may result in the non-renewal of
the license to drive and the registration of the
registered owner.
At or before the completion of each tour of duty,
the officer shall give to his commanding officer
those copies of each notice of such violation taken
cognizance of during such tour. Said commanding
officer shall retain and safely preserve one of such
copies and shall at a time no later than the begin-
ning of the next business day of the city or town
after receipt of such notice deliver another of such
copies to the parking clerk before whom the of-
fender has been notified to appear. The parking
clerk shall maintain a docket of all such notices to
appear.
Any person notified to appear before the parking
clerk, as provided herein, may appear before such
parking clerk, or his designee, and confess the
offense charged, either personally or through an
agent duly authorized in writing or by mailing to
such parking clerk the notice accompanied by the
fine provided therein, such payment to be made
only by postal note, money order or check made
out to the parking clerk. Payment of the fine
established shall operate as a final disposition of
the case. Notice affixed to a motor vehicle as
provided in this section, shall be deemed a suffi-
cient notice, and a certificate of the officer affixing
such notice that it has been affixed thereto, in
accordance with this section, shall be deemed pri-
ma facie evidence thereof and shall be admissible
in any judicial or administrative proceeding as to
the facts contained therein.
The traffic and parking commission of the city of
Boston, the traffic commission or traffic director of
any other city or town having such a commission
or director with authority to promulgate traffic
rules, the city council of any other city, and the
board of selectmen of any other town, shall, from
time to time, establish by rule or regulation a
schedule of fines for violations subject to this sec-
tion committed within such city or town; provided,
however, that all such fines shall be uniform for the
same offense committed in the same zone or dis-
trict, if any; and provided, further, that the fine for
the violation of the parking of motor vehicles with-
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in ten feet of a fire hydrant shall not be more than
one hundred dollars, and provided, further, that
the fine for the violation of parking a motor vehicle
within a posted bus stop shall be $100; and provid-
ed further, that any fine established under the
provisions of this section for all other parking
violations shall not exceed $50, if paid within 21
days, nor shall it exceed $55, if paid thereafter, but
before the parking clerk reports to the registrar, as
provided below and shall not exceed $75 if paid
thereafter.
Should any person notified to appear hereunder
fail to appear and, if a fine is provided hereunder,
to pay the same, or having appeared desire not to
avail himself of the benefits of the procedure estab-
lished by this section, the parking clerk shall forth-
with schedule the matter before a person hereafter
referred to as a hearing officer, said hearing officer
to be the parking clerk of the city or town wherein
the violation occurred or such other person or
persons as the parking clerk may designate. Writ-
ten notice of the date, time and place of said
hearing shall be sent by first-class mail to the
registered owner. Said hearing shall be informal,
the rules of evidence shall not apply and the deci-
sion of the hearing officer shall be final subject to
judicial review as provided by section fourteen of
chapter thirty A.
If any person fails to appear in accordance with
said notice, the parking clerk shall notify the regis-
trar of motor vehicles who shall place the matter
on record and, upon receipt of two or more such
notices, shall not renew the license to operate a
motor vehicle of the registered owner of the vehicle
or the registration of said vehicle until after notice
from the parking clerk that all such matters have
been disposed of in accordance with law. Upon
such notification to the registrar, an additional
twenty dollar charge, payable to the registrar of
motor vehicles, shall be assessed against the regis-
tered owner of said vehicle. It shall be the duty of
the parking clerk to notify the registrar forthwith
that such case has been so disposed of in accor-
dance with law, provided however, that a certified
receipt of full and final payment from the parking
clerk of the city or town in which the violation
occurred shall also serve as legal notice to the
registrar that said violation has been disposed of.
The notice to appear provided herein shall be print-
ed in such form as the registrar of motor vehicles
may approve. The parking clerk shall distribute
such notices to the commanding officer of the
police department of the city or town upon request,
and shall take a receipt therefor. The registrar
shall approve such other forms as he deems appro-
priate to implement this section, and said forms
shall be printed and used by the cities and towns.
If any person shall have failed to appear in
accordance with five or more said notices, notwith-
standing any notification to the registrar, the park-
ing clerk may notify the chief of police or director
of traffic and parking of said city or town that the
vehicle involved in said multiple violations shall be
removed and stored, or otherwise immobilized by a
mechanical device, at the expense of the registered
owner of said vehicle until such time as the matter
has been disposed of in accordance with law.
As used in this section, the words "motor vehi-
cle" shall, so far as apt, include trailer, semi-trailer
and semi-trailer unit.
The provisions of this section shall apply to viola-
tions of rules and regulations relative to the use of
parking areas subject to the control of the county
commissioners adjacent to or abutting county
buildings, and county commissioners are hereby
authorized to make such rules and regulations.
Said provisions shall also apply to violations of
rules and regulations relative to the parking of
motor vehicles established by any commission or
body empowered to make such rules and regula-
tions.
Any person notified to appear before the parking
clerk, as provided herein, without waiving his right
to a hearing before the parking clerk or hearing
officer as provided by this section, and also without
waiving judicial review as provided by section four-
teen of chapter thirty A, may challenge the validity
of the parking violation notice and receive a review
and disposition of the violation from the parking
clerk or a hearing officer by mail. The alleged
parking violator may, upon receipt of the notice to
appear, send a signed statement explaining his
objections to the violation notice as well as signed
statements from witnesses, police officers, govern-
ment officials and any other relevant parties. Pho-
tographs, diagrams, maps and other documents
may also be sent with the statements. Any such
statements or materials sent to the parking clerk
for review shall have attached the persons' name
and address as well as the ticket number and the
date of the violation. The parking clerk or hearing
officer shall, within twenty-one days of receipt of
said material, review the material and dismiss or
uphold the violation and notify, by mail, the alleged
violator of the disposition of the hearing. If the
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outcome of the hearing is against the alleged viola-
tor, the parking clerk or hearing officer shall ex-
plain the reasons for the outcome on the notice.
Such review and disposition handled by mail shall
be informal, the rules of evidence shall not apply,
and the decision of the parking clerk shall be final
subject to any hearing provisions provided by this
section or to judicial review as provided by section
fourteen of chapter thirty A. Each parking viola-
tion issued shall carry a statement explaining the
procedure to adjudicate the violation by mail.
Added by St. 1981, c. 351, § 115. Amended by St. 1981, c.
746, §§ 6 to 8; St.1983, c. 233, § 63; St.1983, c. 459,
§ 2; St.1984, c. 189, § 64; St.1988, c. 179; St.1989, c.
204, § 2; St.1992, c. 153, § 22; St.2004, c. 291, § 31, eff.
Aug. 10, 2004; St.2008, c. 465, § 2, eff. April 7, 2009;
St.2010, c. 454, § 45, eff. Jan. 14, 201 1.
§ 20C. Nature of proceedings under Sees. 20A
and 20A/i; fines
Proceedings under sections twenty A or twenty A
lk of this chapter shall not be deemed criminal.
Whenever there are outstanding against the regis-
tered owner of a motor vehicle more than five
unpaid parking violations issued by a city or town,
said owner or city or town may apply to the clerk
of the division of the district or municipal court
having jurisdiction to have the matter of these
alleged violations treated criminally, and the dis-
trict or municipal court shall take jurisdiction of
the matter. The matter shall thereafter be deemed
criminal and the procedures established for crimi-
nal cases be followed, provided, however, that the
provisions of the second and third paragraphs of
section thirty-five A of chapter two hundred and
eighteen shall not apply to such cases. Any such
fine imposed by the court shall not exceed double
the maximum fine provided for in any city or town.
Said fine imposed by the court shall be paid back
to the said cities or towns where the violation
occurred.
Added by St. 1981, c. 351, § 115.
§ 20D. Tampering or destruction of parking
tags; penalty
Whoever unlawfully tampers with or removes
from a motor vehicle, or unlawfully changes, muti-
lates or destroys any notice affixed to such motor
vehicle in accordance with section twenty A or
twenty A {k shall be punished by a fine of not more
than fifty dollars, or by imprisonment in jail for not
more than one month, or by both such fine and
imprisonment.
Added by St.1962, c. 786, § 6. Amended by St.1981, c.
351, § 115.
§ 20E. Liability of lessors of motor vehicles for
parking violations
Notwithstanding the provisions of sections twen-
ty A, twenty A lk, or any other general or special law
to the contrary concerning parking laws, if the
registered owner of a motor vehicle involved in a
parking violation is a person or entity engaged in
the taxicab business or the business of leasing or
renting motor vehicles, and such motor vehicle is
under lease or rent or being operated for hire at
the time of such violation, the provisions of this
section shall be applicable, and the registered own-
er shall not be liable for any unpaid fines; provid-
ed, however, that such owner has complied with
the procedures hereinafter set forth:
(a) The parking clerk shall give to the registered
owner notice in writing of each violation in which
a motor vehicle owned by such owner is involved,
including the registration number of the vehicle,
the state of issuance of such registration of the
vehicle involved and the date, time and place of the
violation.
(b) Within 45 days, the registered owner shall
furnish to such parking clerk in writing the name
and address of the lessee or rentee of such motor
vehicle at the time of such violation; and if the
lessee or rentee is also the operator, the lessee's or
rentee's driver's license number, state of issuance
of such driver's license and the lessee's or rentee's
date of birth.
(c) The parking clerk shall thereupon issue a
notice of violation to such lessee or rentee in the
form prescribed by section twenty A or twenty A'/>.
(d) If such lessee or rentee does not appear in
person or by writing as otherwise provided in sec-
tion twenty A, twenty A/6, or any other general or
special law concerning parking violations, or make
payment within twenty-one days from the date on
which such notice is issued, the parking clerk shall
notify the registrar as provided by the provisions of
section twenty A, twenty A}/i, or any other general
or special law concerning parking violations, and
the clerk of the division of the district court depart-
ment or Boston municipal court department of the
trial court having jurisdiction. Upon notification
by the parking clerk, the registrar shall suspend
and shall not renew the license to operate a motor
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vehicle of such lessee or rentee or suspend the
right to operate of a lessee or rentee not licensed in
this commonwealth; and the clerk of the district
court of the trial court having jurisdiction shall
forthwith issue a criminal complaint against the
lessee or rentee and thereafter proceed against
such lessee or rentee following the procedures es-
tablished for criminal cases. The registrar shall
remove any suspension and nonrenewal of license
or right to operate made under the provisions of
this section upon the payment in full to the parking
clerk of the fine and penalty for such violation by
the lessee or rentee.
(e) The provisions of section twenty A, section
twenty h xk, or any other general or special law
concerning parking violations, shall be applicable
to lessees and rentees of motor vehicles as provided
herein.
(0 Any registered owner and parking clerk may,
by agreement upon such terms and conditions as
they may deem appropriate, provide for the trans-
mission of the information referred to in subsec-
tions (a) and (b), on magnetic tape or in other
computer readable format, in order to expedite
completion of the foregoing provisions.
(g) The written notice referred to in subsection
(a) shall be sent to the registered owner no later
than two years after the date that such violation
occurred; provided, however, that if such notice is
sent within such two year period the parking clerk
may proceed against the lessee or rentee, as pro-
vided herein, at any time after the sending of such
notice.
(h) Upon a showing of cause, any fine may be
reduced, dismissed, or otherwise disposed of by the
parking clerk or any other designated governmen-
tal authority handling such parking violations, fines
or penalties.
(i) Notwithstanding any general law or special
law to the contrary, a surcharge of $.60 per lease
or rental transaction shall be collected and paid
pursuant to this section to the city or town within
whose borders the rental or lease transaction was
initiated as specified in the rental or lease agree-
ment. A rental shall consist of a bailment of thirty-
one consecutive days or less and a lease or leasing
shall consist of a bailment of more than thirty-one
consecutive days. Amounts received by a city or
town under this section shall not be considered in
the determination of the amount of any distribution
of state assistance to such city or town.
Such surcharge amount shall be $.60 per rental
or lease transaction as specified in the rental or
lease agreement.
The money collected by a lessor or rentor pursu-
ant to this section shall be paid monthly on or
before the twentieth of the following month to the
city or town where the rental or lease transaction
was initiated and such surcharges may be added to
the cost of the lease or rental.
For the purpose of determining compliance with
payment of the surcharge, the city or town shall
have the authority to examine the books, records
and pertinent documents of any person or entity
engaged in the taxicab business, or the business of
leasing or renting motor vehicles; provided howev-
er, that said examination shall be conducted by the
auditor or treasurer of the city or town or his
designee. Whenever the amount of surcharge paid
has been less than that required by subsection (i),
the city or town may file a claim for surcharges
underpaid or undercollected plus the statutory rate
of interest on such charges. No payment for such
underpayment or undercollection of surcharges
shall be allowed unless the claim for such under-
payment or undercollection is filed with the taxicab
business or the business leasing or renting motor
vehicles within two years of the date upon which
the payment was due.
Whenever the amount of surcharge has been
paid in error to the city or town or overcollected by
the city or town, the rentor or lessor may file a
claim for refund on surcharges overpaid or over-
collected plus the statutory rate of interest on such
surcharges. No refund shall be allowed unless the
claim for refund is filed with the city or town
within two years of the date upon which the pay-
ment was made.
Added by St.1973, c. 1108. Amended by St.1978, c. 571;
St. 1981, c. 351, § 115; St. 1981, c. 746, § 9; St.1985, c.
696, § 1; St.2002, c. 222, §§ 1, 2; St.2003, c. 46, § 98,
eff. July 31, 2003; St.2003, c. 140, §§ 24, 25, eff. Nov. 26,
2003.
§ 49. Registration of federal certificates; fees;
exceptions
Each resident airman, and owner and operator,
or owner or operator, of all aircraft and dealer in
aircraft shall register the federal certificate of said
airman, aircraft or dealer in aircraft in such man-
ner as the commission may by regulation prescribe.
(a) Subject to the limitations of paragraphs (c)
and (e), every person who pilots an aircraft within
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the commonwealth shall register his federal air-
man's certificate with the commission and shall
renew such registration annually thereafter for
those years in which he pilots an aircraft within the
commonwealth. The commission may charge for
each such registration and for each renewal there-
of, a fee, the amount of which shall be determined
annually by the commissioner of administration
under the provision of section three B of chapter
seven.
(b) Subject to the limitations of paragraphs (c)
and (e), every person who operates an aircraft shall
register the federal aircraft certificate of said air-
craft with the commission during each period in
which the aircraft is operated within the common-
wealth. Every person who is a dealer in aircraft
shall register his federal dealer's aircraft registra-
tion certificate with the commission. The commis-
sion may charge fees for each such registration and
for each renewal thereof. Further, the commission
may charge for the registration of each federal
dealers aircraft registration certificate and for each
aircraft in his possession operated solely for the
purpose of sale or demonstration. The amounts of
said fees and charges shall be determined annually
by the commissioner of administration under the
provision of section three B of chapter seven.
Such fees shall be in lieu of all personal property
taxes on aircraft authorized by any law, ordinance
or by-law. Registration certificates issued after
expiration of the first six months of the annual
registration period, as prescribed by the commis-
sion, shall be issued upon payment of fifty percent
of the annual fee.
(c) Possession of the appropriate effective federal
certificate, permit, rating or license relating to
competency of the pilot or ownership and airwor-
thiness of the aircraft, as the case may be, and the
payment of the appropriate fee as set forth in this
section, shall be the only requisites for registration
of a pilot, an aircraft, or a dealer in aircraft.
(d) Aircraft registration fees shall be reimbursed
to persons who surrender their certificates before
the date of expiration in accordance with the fol-
lowing schedule:
—
Before the first six months of the period, seventy-
five per cent of said fee;
Before the first twelve months of the period, fifty
per cent;
Before the first eighteen months of the period,
twenty-five per cent.
(e) The provisions of this section shall not apply
to:
(1) an aircraft owned by, and used exclusively in
the service of, any government, including the gov-
ernment of the United States or of any state there-
of, or political subdivision thereof, which is not
engaged in carrying persons or property for com-
mercial purposes;
(2) an aircraft registered under the laws of a
foreign country;
(3) an aircraft owned by a non-resident and
based in another state;
(4) an aircraft engaged principally in federally
certificated scheduled airline operation having a
certificate of public convenience and necessity is-
sued by the Civil Aeronautics Board of the United
States or its successor;
(5) a person piloting an aircraft engaged princi-
pally in federally certificated scheduled airline op-
eration;
(6) a person piloting an aircraft owned by, and
used exclusively in the service of, any government,
including the government of the United States or of
any state thereof, or political subdivision thereof,
which is not engaged in carrying persons or prop-
erty for commercial purposes;
(7) a person piloting an aircraft registered under
the laws of a foreign country;
(8) a non-resident piloting aircraft within the
commonwealth;
(9) a person operating model aircraft;
(10) a person piloting an aircraft equipped with
fully functioning dual controls when a properly
certificated pilot is in full charge of one set of said
controls and such flight is solely for instruction or
for the demonstration of said aircraft to a bona fide
prospective purchaser.
Added by St.1939, c. 393, § 3. Amended by St.1964, c.
590; St.1965, c. 670, §§ 2 to 4; St. 1980, c. 572, §§ 45,
46; St. 1990, c. 150, §§ 279, 280.
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CHAPTER 91
WATERWAYS
Selected section
Section
10A. Temporary moorings of floats or rafts; permits,
issuance or refusal; review; public nuisances.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 10A. Temporary moorings of floats or rafts;
permits, issuance or refusal; review;
public nuisances
Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law,
the harbormaster of a city or town or whomsoever
is so empowered by said city or town may author-
ize by permit the mooring on a temporary basis of
floats or rafts held by anchors or bottom moorings
within the territorial jurisdiction of such city or
town upon such terms, conditions and restrictions
as he shall deem necessary. He shall act on appli-
cations for such permits within a period of fifteen
days from receipt thereof.
A reasonable fee for such mooring permit, pro-
portionate to the city or town's cost of overseeing
mooring permits, may be imposed by the city or
town or whoever is so authorized by the city or
town, but no mooring fee shall discriminate on the
basis of residence. Any mooring fee collected shall
be deposited into and used in accordance with the
purposes of a municipal waterways improvement
and maintenance fund established pursuant to sec-
tion 5G of chapter 40.
Any person aggrieved by a refusal to permit such
temporary mooring, or by any condition or restric-
tion imposed relative to such mooring, may appeal
to the division of waterways of the department
within thirty days after receiving notice of such
refusal or of the imposition of such condition or
restriction.
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
Said division shall review the circumstances re-
sulting in such appeal and shall render a ruling
either confirming the action of a harbormaster,
setting such action aside, or amending such action
and imposing its own conditions and restrictions as
deemed necessary.
Nothing in this section shall be construed as
authorizing the placement of floats or rafts and
appurtenant anchors or bottom moorings on pri-
vate flats of other than the applicant if objected to
by the owner or owners thereof.
Actions by a harbormaster and/or the division
under this section shall be subject to applicable
laws administered by the division of motor boats,
the division of marine fisheries, the United States
Coast Guard and the United States Corps of Engi-
neers.
Floats or rafts held by anchors or bottom moor-
ings installed without permission from a harbor-
master and/or said division shall be considered a
public nuisance and may be removed by the har-
bormaster at the expense of the owner in the event
he fails to remove same after notice in writing from
the harbormaster.
For the purpose of this section, temporary shall
mean for no longer than to the end of any given
calendar year.
Added by St.1967, c. 543. Amended bv St.1975, c. 706,
§ 124; St.2004, c. 291, § 33, eft. Aug. 10, 2004; St.2004,
c. 352, § 38, eff. Sept. 17, 2004; St.2008, c. 451, § 61,
eff. Jan. 5, 2009.
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CHAPTER 94C
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT
Chapter 94C of the General Laws was added by St. 1971, c. 1071, § 1.
Selected section
Section
47. Forfeiture of property.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied,
§ 47. Forfeiture of property
(a) The following property shall be subject to
forfeiture to the commonwealth and all property
rights therein shall be in the commonwealth:
(1) All controlled substances which have been
manufactured, delivered, distributed, dispensed or
acquired in violation of this chapter.
(2) All materials, products, and equipment of any
kind which are used, or intended for use, in manu-
facturing, compounding, processing, delivering,
dispensing, distributing, importing, or exporting
any controlled substance in violation of this chap-
ter.
(3) All conveyances, including aircraft, vehicles
or vessels used, or intended for use, to transport,
conceal, or otherwise facilitate the manufacture,
dispensing, distribution of or possession with intent
to manufacture, dispense or distribute, a controlled
substance in violation of any provision of section
thirty-two, thirty-two A, thirty-two B, thirty-two C,
thirty-two D, thirty-two E, thirty-two F, thirty-two
G, thirty-two I, thirty-two J, or forty.
(4) All books, records, and research, including
formulas, microfilm, tapes and data which are
used, or intended for use, in violation of this chap-
ter.
(5) All moneys, negotiable instruments, securities
or other things of value furnished or intended to be
furnished by any person in exchange for a con-
trolled substance in violation of this chapter, all
proceeds traceable to such an exchange, including
real estate and any other thing of value, and all
moneys, negotiable instruments, and securities
used or intended to be used to facilitate any viola-
tion of any provision of section thirty-two, thirty-
two A, thirty-two B, thirty-two C, thirty-two D,
thirty-two E, thirty-two F, thirty-two G, thirty-two
/, thirty-two J, or forty.
(6) All drug paraphernalia.
(7) All real property, including any right, title,
and interest in the whole of any lot or tract of land
and any appurtenances or improvements thereto,
which is used in any manner or part, to commit or
to facilitate the commission of a violation of any
provision of section thirty-two, thirty-two A, thirty-
two B, thirty-two C, thirty-two D, thirty-two E,
thirty-two F, thirty-two G, thirty-two /, thirty-two
J or forty.
(8) All property which is used, or intended for
use, as a container for property described in sub-
paragraph (1) or (2).
(9) No forfeiture under this section shall extin-
guish a perfected security interest held by a credi-
tor in a conveyance or in any real property at the
time of the filing of the forfeiture action.
(b) Property subject to forfeiture under subpara-
graphs (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7) and (8) of subsec-
tion (a) shall, upon motion of the attorney general
or district attorney, be declared forfeit by any
court having jurisdiction over said property or
having final jurisdiction over any related criminal
proceeding brought under any provision of this
chapter. Property subject to forfeiture under sub-
paragraph ( 1 ) of subsection (a) shall be destroyed,
regardless of the final disposition of such related
criminal proceeding, if any, unless the court for
good cause shown orders otherwise.
(c) The court shall order forfeiture of all convey-
ances subject to the provisions of subparagraph (3)
and of all real property subject to the provisions of
subparagraph (7) of subsection (a) of this section,
except as follows:
(1) No conveyance used by any person as a com-
mon carrier in the transaction of business as a
common carrier shall be forfeited unless it shall
appear that the owner or other person in charge of
such conveyance was a consenting party of privy to
a violation of this chapter.
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(2) No conveyance shall be forfeited by reason of
any act or omission established by the owner there-
of to have been committed or omitted by any per-
son other than such owner while such conveyance
was unlawfully in the possession of a person other
than the owner in violation of the criminal laws of
the United States, or of the commonwealth, or of
any state.
(3) No conveyance or real property shall be sub-
ject to forfeiture unless the owner thereof knew or
should have known that such conveyance or real
property was used in and for the business of unlaw-
fully manufacturing, dispensing, or distributing
controlled substances. Proof that the conveyance
or real property was used to facilitate the unlawful
dispensing, manufacturing, or distribution of, or
possession with intent unlawfully to manufacture,
dispense or distribute, controlled substances on
three or more different dates shall be prima facie
evidence that the conveyance or real property was
used in and for the business of unlawfully manufac-
turing, dispensing, or distributing controlled sub-
stances.
(4) No conveyance or real property used to facil-
itate the unlawful manufacturing, dispensing, or
distribution of, or the possession with intent unlaw-
fully to manufacture, dispense, or distribute mari-
huana or a substance, not itself a controlled sub-
stance, containing any marihuana shall be forfeited
if the net weight of the substance so manufactured,
dispensed, or distributed or possessed with intent
to manufacture, dispense or distribute, is less than
ten pounds in the aggregate.
(d) A district attorney or the attorney general
may petition the superior court in the name of the
commonwealth in the nature of a proceeding in
rem to order forfeiture of a conveyance, real prop-
erty, moneys or other things of value subject to
forfeiture under the provisions of subparagraphs
(3), (5), and (7) of subsection (a). Such petition
shall be filed in the court having jurisdiction over
said conveyance, real property, monies or other
things of value or having final jurisdiction over any
related criminal proceeding brought under any
provision of this chapter. In all such suits where
the property is claimed by any person, other than
the commonwealth, the commonwealth shall have
the burden of proving to the court the existence of
probable cause to institute the action, and any such
claimant shall then have the burden of proving that
the property is not forfeitable pursuant to subpara-
graph (3), (5), or (7) of said subsection (a). The
owner of said conveyance or real property, or other
person claiming thereunder shall have the burden
ol proof as to all exceptions set forth in subsections
(c) and (i). The court shall order the common-
wealth to give notice by certified or registered mail
to the owner of said conveyance, real property,
moneys or other things of value and to such other
persons as appear to have an interest therein, and
the court shall promptly, but not less than two
weeks after notice, hold a hearing on the petition.
Upon the motion of the owner of said conveyance,
real property, moneys or other things of value, the
court may continue the hearing on the petition
pending the outcome of any criminal trial related
to the violation of this chapter. At such hearing
the court shall hear evidence and make conclusions
of law, and shall thereupon issue a final order,
from which the parties shall have a right of appeal.
In all such suits where a final order results in a
forfeiture, said final order shall provide for disposi-
tion of said conveyance, real property, moneys or
any other thing of value by the commonwealth or
any subdivision thereof in any manner not prohibit-
ed by law, including official use by an authorized
law enforcement or other public agency, or sale at
public auction or by competitive bidding. The
proceeds of any such sale shall be used to pay the
reasonable expenses of the forfeiture proceedings,
seizure, storage, maintenance of custody, advertis-
ing, and notice, and the balance thereof shall be
distributed as further provided in this section.
The final order of the court shall provide that
said moneys and the proceeds of any such sale
shall be distributed equally between the prosecut-
ing district attorney or attorney general and the
city, town or state police department involved in
the seizure. If more than one department was
substantially involved in the seizure, the court hav-
ing jurisdiction over the forfeiture proceeding shall
distribute the fifty percent equitably among these
departments.
There shall be established within the office of the
state treasurer separate special law enforcement
trust funds for each district attorney and for the
attorney general. All such monies and proceeds
received by any prosecuting district attorney or
attorney general shall be deposited in such a trust
fund and shall then be expended without further
appropriation to defray the costs of protracted in-
vestigations, to provide additional technical equip-
ment or expertise, to provide matching funds to
obtain federal grants, or such other law enforce-
ment purposes as the district attorney or attorney
general deems appropriate. The district attorney
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or attorney general may expend up to ten percent
of the monies and proceeds for drug rehabilitation,
drug education and other anti-drug or neighbor-
hood crime watch programs which further law
enforcement purposes. Any program seeking to be
an eligible recipient of said funds shall file an
annual audit report with the local district attorney
and attorney general. Such report shall include,
but not be limited to, a listing of the assets, liabili-
ties, itemized expenditures, and board of directors
of such program. Within ninety days of the close
of the fiscal year, each district attorney and the
attorney general shall file an annual report with
the house and senate committees on ways and
means on the use of the monies in the trust fund
for the purposes of drug rehabilitation, drug edu-
cation, and other anti-drug or neighborhood crime
watch programs.
All such moneys and proceeds received by any
police department shall be deposited in a special
law enforcement trust fund and shall be expended
without further appropriation to defray the costs of
protracted investigations, to provide additional
technical equipment or expertise, to provide
matching funds to obtain federal grants, or to ac-
complish such other law enforcement purposes as
the chief of police of such city or town, or the
colonel of state police deems appropriate, but such
funds shall not be considered a source of revenue
to meet the operating needs of such department.
(e) Any officer, department, or agency having
custody of any property subject to forfeiture under
this chapter or having disposed of said property
shall keep and maintain full and complete records
showing from whom it received said property, un-
der what authority it held or received or disposed
of said property, to whom it delivered said proper-
ty, the date and manner of destruction or disposi-
tion of said property, and the exact kinds, quanti-
ties and forms of said property. Said records shall
be open to inspection by all federal and state offi-
cers charged with enforcement of federal and state
drug control laws. Persons making final disposi-
tion or destruction of said property under court
order shall report, under oath, to the court the
exact circumstances of said disposition or destruc-
tion.
(f) (1) During the pendency of the proceedings
the court may issue at the request of the common-
wealth ex parte any preliminary order or process as
is necessary to seize or secure the property for
which forfeiture is sought and to provide for its
custody, including but not limited to an order that
the commonwealth remove the property if possible,
and safeguard it in a secure location in a reason-
able fashion; that monies be deposited in an inter-
est-bearing escrow account; and, that a substitute
custodian be appointed to manage such properly or
a business enterprise. Property taken or detained
under this section shall not be repleviable, but once
seized shall be deemed to be lawfully in the custody
of the commonwealth pending forfeiture, subject
only to the orders and decrees of the court having
jurisdiction thereof. Process for seizure of said
property shall issue only upon a showing of proba-
ble cause, and the application therefor and the
issuance, execution, and return thereof shall be
subject to the provisions of chapter two hundred
and seventy-six, so far as applicable.
(2) There shall be created within the division of
capital asset management and maintenance an of-
fice of seized property management to which a
district attorney or the attorney general may refer
any real property, and any furnishings, equipment
and related personal property located therein, for
which seizure is sought. The office of seized prop-
erty management shall be authorized to preserve
and manage such property in a reasonable fashion
and to dispose of such property upon a judgment
ordering forfeiture issued pursuant to the provi-
sions of subsection (d), and to enter into contracts
to preserve, manage and dispose of such property.
The office of seized property management may
receive initial funding from the special law enforce-
ment trust funds of the attorney general and each
district attorney established pursuant to subsection
(d) and shall subsequently be funded by a portion
of the proceeds of each sale of such managed
property to the extent provided as payment of
reasonable expenses in subsection (d).
(g) Species of plants from which controlled sub-
stances in Schedules I and II may be derived which
have been planted or cultivated in violation of this
chapter, or of which the owners or cultivators are
unknown, or which are wild growths may be seized
by any police officer and summarily forfeited to the
commonwealth.
(h) The failure, upon demand by a police officer
of the person in occupancy or in control of land or
premises upon which the species of plants are
growing to produce an appropriate registration, or
proof that he is a holder thereof, constitutes au-
thority for the seizure and forfeiture of the plants.
(i) The owner of any real property which is the
principal domicile of the immediate family of the
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owner and which is subject to forfeiture under this
section may file a petition for homestead exemp-
tion with the court having jurisdiction over such
forfeiture. The court may, in its discretion, allow
the petition exempting from forfeiture an amount
allowed under section one of chapter one hundred
and eighty-eight. The value of the balance of said
principal domicile, if any, shall be forfeited as
provided in this section. Such homestead exemp-
tion may be acquired on only one principal domi-
cile for the benefit of the immediate family of the
owner.
(j) A forfeiture proceeding affecting the title to
real property or the use and occupation thereof or
the buildings thereon shall not have any effect
except against the parties thereto and persons hav-
ing actual notice thereof, until a memorandum
containing the names of the parties to such pro-
ceeding, the name of the town where the affected
real property lies, and a description of such real
property sufficiently accurate for identification is
recorded in the registry of deeds for the county or
district where the real property lies. At any time
after a judgment on the merits, or after the discon-
tinuance, dismissal or other final disposition is
recorded by the court having jurisdiction over such
matter, the clerk of such court shall issue a certifi-
cate of the fact of such judgment, discontinuance,
dismissal or other final disposition, and such certif-
icate shall be recorded in the registry in which the
original memorandum recorded pursuant to this
section was filed.
Added by St. 1971, c. 1071, § 1. Amended by St. 1972, c.
806, §§ 30, 31; St. 1977, c. 556, §§ 1 to 3; St. 1981, c.
669, § 3; St.1982, c. 132; St.1982, c. 650, §§ 16, 17;
St.1984, c. 486, §§ 1, 2; St.1989, c. 162; St.1989, c. 653,
§§ 73 to 80; St.1991, c. 412, §§ 66A, 67; St.1992, c. 133,
§§ 455 to 459; St.1992, c. 289, §§ 6, 7; St.1996, c. 450,
§ 145; St. 1998, c. 194, § 147.
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CHAPTER 98
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
Selected section
Section
29A. Civil citation for violation of weights and measures
laws; appeal.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 29A. Civil citation for violation of weights
and measures laws; appeal
As an alternative to initiating criminal proceed-
ings for violations of the following weights and
measures laws: section 115A of chapter 6; sec-
tions 92B, 96, 98, 174A, 176, 177, sections 181 to
183, inclusive, section 184E, sections 295A to
295K, inclusive, sections 299 and 303F of chapter
94; sections 19, 24, 25, 26, 31, 35, 42, 45, 48, 55,
and 56A to 56D, inclusive, of chapter 98, any rep-
resentative authorized by the director of standards
and any person authorized under sections 34, 35
or 36 of this chapter may issue a civil citation for
violations of said weights and measures laws in the
amount of 75 per cent of the maximum criminal
fine provided for said violation, to be paid within
2 1 days of the date of issuance of such citation.
Any person aggrieved by any citation issued
pursuant to this section may appeal said citation
by filing a notice of appeal with the director of
standards within seven days of the receipt of the
citation. Any such appellant shall be granted a
hearing before a representative of the director of
standards in accordance with chapter 30A. The
hearing officer may affirm, vacate or modify the
citation. Any person aggrieved by a decision of
the hearing officer may file an appeal in the supe-
rior court pursuant to the provisions of said chap-
ter 30A.
If a person fails to comply with the requirement
set forth in any citation issued pursuant to this
section, or shall fail to pay any civil penalty provid-
ed thereby within 2 1 days of the date of issuance of
such citation, or within 30 days following the deci-
sion of the hearing officer if such citation has been
appealed, excluding any time during which judicial
review of the hearing officer's decision remains
pending, the director of the division of standards
may apply for a criminal complaint against such
person for the violation, or may initiate a civil
action in the district court.
All monies collected by a municipality or local
consumer aid groups authorized by the director of
standards under said civil citations, less any fee
owed to the division of standards for contracted
enforcement services pursuant to section 35, shall
be retained by such municipality or local consumer
aid group authorized by the director of standards,
and shall be expended for the purposes of enforce-
ment of item pricing and weights and measures
laws. All monies collected by the division of stan-
dards under said civil citations shall be credited to
the general fund.
Any citation issued by a municipality with a
population of over 400,000 is exempt from this
appellate procedure. All notices of appeals should
be filed with said municipality's appellate board.
Added by St. 1998, c. 295, § 24.
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CHAPTER 107
MONEY AND REGISTRATION, ISSUANCE AND REDEMPTION OF
BONDS AND OTHER SECURITIES, FACSIMILE SIGNATURES
Selected section
Section
45A. Use of facsimile signatures on checks drawn by
treasurers of public bodies.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 45A. Use of facsimile signatures on checks
drawn by treasurers of public bodies
The treasurer of a public body shall, without
further authority than that contained in this sec-
tion, have power to use a facsimile machine for the
purpose of affixing his signature to any check
drawn by him in the name and behalf of the public
body on any bank or trust company having funds of
the public body on deposit. Any such bank or trust
company, in addition to any other rights which it
may have as drawee, may, in the absence of conni-
vance or neglect on its part, pay and charge to the
account upon which it is drawn every check drawn
on such bank or trust company which check (1)
bears on the part of the public body as drawer,
regardless of by whom affixed, a facsimile signa-
ture of its treasurer made from the same plate as a
specimen facsimile furnished by such treasurer to
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
such bank or trust company, and (2) is inoperative
solely because such facsimile signature was affixed
without the authority of such treasurer. The trea-
surer of the public body shall be accountable on his
official bond to the public body for the amount of
every such check so paid and charged which bears
a date within the period he is in office, whether or
not such check is so paid and charged within such
period. As used in this section, the term "public
body" shall be deemed to include the common-
wealth, and every county, city, town, district, au-
thority or other political subdivision or governmen-
tal unit; and the term "treasurer" shall be deemed
to include any person authorized by statute, ordi-
nance or by-law, or in other lawful manner, to sign
or countersign checks for the purpose of disbursing
funds of the public body.
Added by St. 1953, c. 439.
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CHAPTER 111
PUBLIC HEALTH
Selected sections
Section
27B. Regional health districts; regional board of
health; powers and duties; administration;
organization; management; accounts; rules
and regulations.
27C. Reimbursement of regional health districts;
qualification; formula for allocation of state
funds for operating expenses.
125. Removal of nuisance by board.
127B. Dwellings unfit for human habitation; order to
vacate or to abate nuisance; removal of occu-
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 27B. Regional health districts; regional
Section
pants; demolition expense, lien; inspection
reports; code violations; notices; enforce-
ment proceedings, jurisdiction; appeal.
127B'/>. Petition for agreement to remove underground
fuel storage tank, media contaminated by
home heating oil or lead paint, or to provide
proper service by a septic system; costs; au-
thority to evict.
board of health; powers and duties;
administration; organization; man-
agement; accounts; rules and regula-
tions
Two or more municipalities may, by vote of their
respective boards of health and, in a city having a
Plan E charter by the affirmative vote of a majority
of all members of the city council, in other cities by
vote of the city council and approval of the mayor,
and by vote of a town at a regular annual town
meeting, form a regional health district which shall
consist of a regional board of health, a director of
health and staff thereof. Towns and cities may, in
a like manner, join a regional health district previ-
ously formed with the approval of the regional
board of health of such district. The regional
health district may have all the powers and may
perform all the duties conferred upon, or exercised
by, the boards of health and health departments of
the constituent municipalities under any law or
ordinance pertaining thereto, except in so far as
the regional health district may, by majority vote,
delegate certain powers and duties to the constitu-
ent municipalities. Notwithstanding the foregoing,
a constituent municipality shall retain its legal au-
thority under chapter 1 1 1 and section 6 of Article 2
of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitu-
tion, unless and until a municipality votes, by vote
of its board of health and, in a city having a Plan E
charter by the affirmative vote of a majority of all
members of the city council, and in other cities by
vote of the city council and approval of the mayor,
and by vote of a town at a regular annual town
meeting, to delegate part or all of its legal authority
to the regional board of health.
The regional board of health, hereinafter referred
to as the board, shall be comprised of at least 1
representative from each constituent municipality.
Unless the board votes otherwise, each constituent
municipality having a population greater than 10,-
000 shall have 1 additional representative to the
board for every population unit of 10,000 or major
fraction thereof beyond the first 10,000. In no
instance shall there be more than 5 representatives
from a single municipality on a board. Towns
shall, at a town meeting, select or change the
method of selecting their representative or repre-
sentatives by any of the following methods: (a) by
appointment of the board of health; (b) by appoint-
ment of the selectmen; (c) by vote at the annual
town meeting; or (d) by any other method decided
at the annual town meeting. In cities, such repre-
sentatives shall be appointed by the mayor with the
approval of the city council, or in cities having Plan
E charters by the city manager, unless a definite
mode of appointment is otherwise provided by the
city charter. Each representative shall serve for a
period of 3 years, except that at its initial organiza-
tion the board shall decide the term of years for the
first representatives who shall be elected or ap-
pointed to the board, so that thereafter approxi-
mately one-third of the representatives will be
elected or appointed each year. Such representa-
tives shall serve without compensation, but shall
receive their necessary traveling expenses from the
board while in the performance of their official
duties. Representatives to the board may be re-
elected or reappointed for a maximum of 2 terms.
The board shall meet annually and at such other
times as it shall determine by its rules or when
requested by the chairman of the board or the
director of health.
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Each board may make and adopt reasonable
rules and regulations for the promotion of general
health within the district not in conflict with law,
ordinance, by-law or any fire, health or safety regu-
lation. The powers of each district shall include,
but not be limited to, the power to: (1) sue and be
sued; (2) make and execute contracts and other
instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise
of the powers of the health district; (3) make and
from time to time amend and repeal rules and
regulations relative to the operation of the district;
(4) receive and expend funds; (5) apply for and
receive grants from the commonwealth, the federal
government and from other grantors, if the pur-
pose of the grant is to improve public health; and
(6) have such other powers as are necessary to
properly carry out its powers as an independent
entity of government.
Any constituent municipality that has been a
member of the district for at least 3 years may
withdraw from the district, by vote of its board of
health and its respective legislative bodies passed
prior to July first in any year, and the withdrawal
shall be effective January first of the following year.
In the event of the withdrawal of a town or city
from the district, or in the event of dissolution of
any district, the employees thereof, if originally
employed by a municipality, shall automatically
become employees in the same position they held
in such municipality's board of health.
The board shall select a treasurer, who may be
the treasurer of 1 of the constituent municipalities
or such other treasurer as designated by the board,
to act as treasurer for the district. For the faithful
performance of his duties, the treasurer shall give
bond, with a surety company authorized to transact
business in the commonwealth, in such sums and
upon such conditions as the board may require.
The board shall, annually, in the month of Decem-
ber: (a) estimate the amount of money required to
pay the cost and expense of the district for the
following year; (b) fix and determine by a majority
vote the proportion of such costs and expenses to
be paid by the individual municipalities thereof
during such year; and (c) certify the amount so
determined for each municipality to the assessors
thereof, who shall include such in the tax levies of
each year, and each municipality shall appropriate
such sum for the district. In apportioning the
costs, the board, by a majority vote, may use any of
the lollowing formulae as a basis for its apportion-
ment: (a) valuation, according to the latest state
valuation, establishing the basis of apportionment
of state and county taxes; (b) population, as deter-
mined by the most recent estimate by the state
secretary, exclusive of universities and federal,
state and county institutions; (c) a combined for-
mula of valuation according to the latest state
valuation and population as determined by the
most recent estimate by the state secretary, exclu-
sive of universities and federal, state and county
institutions; or (d) any other method decided by
majority vote of the board. Upon order of the
board, the treasurer of each constituent municipali-
ty thereof shall, from time to time, subject to sec-
tion 52 of chapter 41, pay to the treasurer of the
district the amount certified by the board as the
municipality's share of the cost and expenses of the
district. The treasurer of the district shall disburse
the money so received upon warrant approved by
the director of health and signed by the chairman
or vice-chairman of the board. The accounts of
each district shall be audited annually by the bu-
reau of accounts of the department of corporations
and taxation, under sections 35, 40 and 41 of
chapter 44.
The board shall appoint, and may reappoint, for
a term of 3 years, a director of health, hereinafter
referred to as the director. The board may remove
the director for cause after proper notice and a
public hearing. The director shall serve as secre-
tary of the board, but shall have no vote. He shall
be the executive and administrative head of the
district and, may, with the approval of the board,
designate 1 or more deputies and may appoint and
employ, with like approval, such assistants as may
be provided for in the budget. The director shall
prepare and present annually to the board a report
and a budget for its approval, together with such
recommendations as he deems proper. The de-
partment of public health, in consultation with the
department of environmental protection shall
adopt regulations to set minimum qualifications for
directors of health and other employees hired pur-
suant to this section.
The board shall adopt reasonable rules and regu-
lations, for which notice and public hearing shall
be given in the same manner and extent as re-
quired by section 37 of chapter 30 and section 2 of
chapter 30A. The board shall also: (a) take evi-
dence in appeals; (b) consider plans and appoint-
ments required by law; (c) hold hearings; and (d)
discharge such other duties required by law, but
the board shall have no administrative or executive
functions. The board may delegate the holding of
hearings to the director or his deputies. The board
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may elect an executive committee consisting of its
chairman, vice-chairman, secretary and such other
members as its rules may determine. The execu-
tive committee shall have the authority to act for
the board when the board is not in session.
All full-time and part-time incumbents of any
office or position brought under the district at the
time of its formation shall be transferred thereto
without loss of civil service, retirement or other
rights. Any transferred employee's compensation
shall be fixed by the board at not less than the
amount received by the employee during the fiscal
year preceding the date such employee was trans-
ferred to the district. Any person hired pursuant to
this section shall be hired in accordance with the
merit system, personnel policies and compensation
plans approved by the board. Any employee whose
employment was governed by chapter 31 shall be
transferred to the district with duties comparable
to those previously performed by him and shall
have all rights and privileges accruing to him from
his previous position. Any employee whose em-
ployment was not governed by said chapter 31
shall be transferred to the district in a comparable
position. The employee shall have all rights and
privileges accruing to him from his previous posi-
tion. If a new position is governed by said chapter
3 1 such employee shall be classified in the competi-
tive civil service without examination. All posi-
tions and offices of the district, including the di-
rector, but excluding representatives to the board,
shall be subject to the provisions of chapter 32.
Ninety days after the organizational meeting of the
board, all district positions and offices, except the
director and the representatives to the board, not
subject to chapter 3 1 at the time of the formation
of the regional board of health, shall be placed
within the civil service in the manner provided by
said chapter 31 and the rules and regulations pro-
mulgated thereunder, and all positions and offices
subsequently established by the board shall be sub-
ject to said chapter 31 and the rules and regula-
tions thereof, unless the board by a majority vote
within 90 days after its organizational meeting
votes not to extend said chapter 3 1 to any or all of
such eligible positions and offices. At any time
after such a vote to exclude, the board may, by a
majority vote, bring within said chapter 3 1 any or
all positions and offices, in the manner set forth
therein, except the director and the representatives
to the board, which were excluded but which are
still subject to the jurisdiction of the board. The
wages and salaries of all offices and positions,
including those subject to chapter 31, shall be
determined by the board. The department in con-
sultation with the department of environmental
protection, shall establish by regulation minimum
performance standards, including standards for in-
spection and enforcement, for basic programs of
public health administration, personal health, labo-
ratory services, health resources and other preven-
tive health programs not inconsistent with law, as
it finds necessary or desirable for the protection of
public health.
For purposes of this section, the words "board of
health" shall include any body politic or political
subdivision of the commonwealth that acts as a
board of health, public health commission or a
health department for a municipality.
Added by St. 1953, c. 600, § 1. Amended by St. 1954, c.
273; St.1954, c. 681, § 8; St.1997, c. 19, § 18; St.2008,
c. 529, § 1, eff. April 15,2009.
§ 27C. Reimbursement of regional health dis-
tricts; qualification; formula for allo-
cation of state funds for operating
expenses
(1) Each regional health district established un-
der section 27B shall be entitled to reimbursement
from the commonwealth, subject to appropriation,
for expenditures incurred by it for initial capital
outlays, including the acquisition, construction, im-
provement or renovation of any buildings or prem-
ises for the use of the district and any original
furnishings and equipment therefor, but excluding
the costs of supplies, salaries and other expenses
for the ordinary maintenance and operation of the
district. The department shall establish, by regula-
tion, a formula for allocating state funds for initial
capital outlays to each regional health district. In
order to qualify for such reimbursement, a regional
board of health shall, before incurring any ex-
penses reimbursable under this section, submit to
the commissioner an itemized statement of all pro-
posed expenditures for such purposes. The com-
missioner shall examine such statement and shall
notify such board to what extent, in his opinion,
the proposed expenditures are reasonably neces-
sary for the purposes of the regional health district
and reimbursable hereunder, and the probable
amount of reimbursement therefor. Within 3
months after the date of final payment for such
capital outlays the board shall submit to the com-
missioner a certified statement of its actual expen-
ditures for such purposes. If satisfied that the
expenditures so certified are reimbursable and not
unreasonable or excessive, the commissioner shall
certify to the comptroller and the treasurer shall
forthwith pay to such regional health district, from
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any amounts appropriated therefor, the amount of
such approved reimbursement.
(2) A formula shall be established, subject to
appropriation, for allocating state funds for operat-
ing expenses to each regional health district. This
formula shall include the requirement of municipal
matching funds on a basis to be determined from
the annual tax receipts of each participating city or
town. Districts receiving state funds shall meet the
performance standards and personnel qualifica-
tions adopted by the department of public health
pursuant to section 27B. Such regional health
districts may use additional funds, which they may
secure from other sources. In the event that a city
or town fails to appropriate its required matching
funds from the annual tax receipts, such city or
town shall be removed from the regional health
district.
Added by St. 1953, c. 600, § 1. Amended by St. 1992, c.
403, § 24; Sl.2008, c. 529, § 1, eff. April 15, 2009.
§ 125. Removal of nuisance by board
If the owner or occupant fails to comply with
such order, the board may cause the nuisance,
source of filth or cause of sickness to be removed,
and all expenses incurred thereby shall constitute a
debt due the city or town upon the completion of
the removal and the rendering of an account there-
for to the owner, his authorized agent, or the
occupant, and shall be recoverable from such own-
er or occupant in an action of contract.
The provisions of the second paragraph of sec-
tion three A of chapter one hundred and thirty-
nine, relative to liens for such debt and the collec-
tion of the claims for such debt, shall apply to any
debt referred to in this section, except that the
board of health shall act hereunder in place of the
mayor or board of selectmen.
Amended by St. 1970, c. 649, § 1.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1797, c. 16, § 11.
R.S.1836, c. 21, § 11.
St.1849, c. 211,§ 5.
G.S.I 860, c. 26, § 10.
P.S.1882, c. 80, § 23.
R.L.1902, c. 75, § 69.
§ 127B. Dwellings unfit for human habitation;
order to vacate or to abate nuisance;
removal of occupants; demolition
expense, lien; inspection reports;
code violations; notices; enforce-
ment proceedings, jurisdiction; ap-
peal
Upon a determination by the board of health, or,
in the cities of Boston, Worcester and Cambridge,
by the commissioner of housing inspection, after
examination as provided in said code, that a build-
ing, tenement, room, cellar, mobile dwelling place
or any other structure (a) is unlit for human habi-
tation, (b) is or may become a nuisance, or (c) is or
may be a cause of sickness or home accident to the
occupants or to the public, it may issue a written
order to the owner or occupant or any of them
thereof, requiring the owner or occupant to vacate,
to put the premises in a clean condition, or to
comply with the regulations set forth in said code
which are not being complied with or to comply
with the rules and regulations adopted by the
board of health as being necessary for the particu-
lar locality. The order shall be served in the same
manner as is provided for the service of an order
by section one hundred and twenty-four. A copy of
such order shall be served upon any mortgagee or
lienor of record by sending the same by registered
mail, return receipt requested. II the owner or
occupant refuses to comply with such order, the
board of health may cause the premises to be
properly cleaned at the expense of the owner or
occupant, remove the occupant forcibly and close
up the premises, or it may issue a written notice to
the owner of such building, as appearing in the
current records of the assessors of such town,
setting forth the particulars of such unfitness and
requiring that the conditions be remedied. If the
person so notified fails within a reasonable time to
remedy the conditions thus set forth, the superior
court on a petition in equity brought by the board
of health, shall have jurisdiction, to enforce the
requirements of the board of health, by appoint-
ment of a receiver in accordance with the provi-
sions of section one hundred and twenty-seven /, or
by providing other equitable or legal relief. A copy
of such written notice shall be served upon any
mortgagee or lienor of record, by sending the same
by registered mail, return receipt requested. No
occupant of any residential premises may be re-
moved, nor any order to vacate issued to any such
occupant, unless the board of health has previously
issued a written finding that the premises are unfit
for human habitation. The board shall enter in
said finding the material facts upon which such
finding is based. No such finding shall be made
before said occupants have been given written no-
tice and an opportunity for a public hearing to be
held not less than five days after receipt of such
notice, unless the board of health determines in
writing that the danger to the life or health of the
occupants is so immediate that no delay may be
permitted. In all other cases in which the board of
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health determines that residential premises are not
unfit for human habitation but that conditions
within such premises in violation of said code or
rules and regulations may not be remedied unless
the occupants are removed therefrom, it may bring
an action to remove the occupants from the prem-
ises pursuant to chapter two hundred and thirty-
nine. In any such action, the court shall consider
the matter according to the procedures and stan-
dards otherwise set forth in said chapter, and may
grant a stay or stays of execution when appropri-
ate. Premises closed up under the provisions of
this section shall not be occupied as a human
habitation without written permission of the board
of health. If compliance with the regulations con-
tained in said code has not been effected within
one year from the date the premises have been so
closed up the board of health may cause such
structure to be demolished or removed; provided,
however, that said board, upon written certifica-
tion to it by the head of the local health department
that immediate demolition or removal is essential
to protect the health and safety of the public, may
cause such demolition or removal within ninety
days of said closing. A claim for the expense
incurred by said board in cleaning the premises or
in causing such structure to be demolished or re-
moved shall constitute a debt due the city or town
upon the completion of the work and the rendering
of an account therefor to the owner of such struc-
ture, and shall be recoverable from such owner in
an action of contract.
The provisions of the second paragraph of sec-
tion three A of chapter one hundred and thirty-nine
relative to liens for such debt and the collection of
the claims for such debt, shall apply to any debt
referred to in this section, except that the board of
health, or, in the cities of Boston, Worcester and
Cambridge, the commissioner of housing inspec-
tion, shall act hereunder in place of the mayor or
board of selectmen.
Local boards of health shall enforce said code in
the same manner in which local health rules and
regulations are enforced but if any such local board
fails after the lapse of a reasonable length of time
to enforce the same, the department may in like
manner enforce said code against any violator.
The superior court, housing court, and district
court shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce
the provisions of said code.
A board of health and, in the cities of Boston,
Worcester and Cambridge the commissioner of
housing inspection, or local code enforcement
agency may file a petition under section one hun-
dred and twenty-seven H.
A copy of the report of any investigation or
inspection of residential premises for violations of
the code or other applicable laws, ordinances, by-
laws, rules or regulations, and of any written order
or notice issued by the board, shall be delivered
personally or sent by first class mail to the occu-
pants of all affected premises within seven days
after the investigation or inspection of the premises
or the issuance of the order or notice. A notice of
the date, time and place of any administrative or
court hearings scheduled by or known to the board
relating to violations, including all referrals of vio-
lations to other government agencies, shall also be
delivered or sent to the occupants. All investiga-
tion or inspection reports shall include the name of
the inspector, and the date and time of the inspec-
tion or investigation; the date and time of any
scheduled follow-up inspection; a description of
the conditions constituting the violations, if any; a
listing of the specific provisions of the code or
other applicable laws, ordinances, by-laws, rules or
regulations that appear to be violated; a determi-
nation by the official inspecting the premises
whether each violation, or the cumulative effect of
all violations, may endanger or materially impair
the health, safety or well-being of any occupant or
the public; a determination by said official whether
any violations appeared to be substantially caused
by the occupant or any person acting under his
control; and a brief summary of the statutory rem-
edies available to occupants of the affected premis-
es. All reports, orders or notices relating to such
inspections, investigations, or violations shall be
public records, and shall be kept on file by the
originating agency according to law.
Any person aggrieved by the failure of any in-
spectors or other personnel of the board or other
code enforcement agency to inspect upon request
any premises that the board or agency may lawful-
ly inspect, or to find violations of law where such
violations are claimed to exist, or to certify that
such violations may endanger or materially impair
the health, safety or well-being of the occupants,
may appeal such failure to act to the full board or
to the head of the agency. Such appeal shall be
given a speedy hearing before said board or an
impartial officer of said agency.
Added by St. 1965, c. 898, § 3. Amended by St. 1966, c.
78; St.1972, c. 522; St.1973, c. 295; St.1973, c. 920;
St.1974, c. 298; St.1978, c. 104, §§ 2, 3; St.1983, c. 84,
§§ 2, 3; St.1984, c. 189, § 81; St. 1992, c. 133, § 462;
St. 1992, c. 407, §§ 1 to 4.
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§ 127B!&. Petition for agreement to remove
underground fuel storage tank,
media contaminated by home
heating oil or lead paint, or to
provide proper service by a septic
system; costs; authority to evict
At any time prior to or during the course of
proceedings conducted pursuant to section one
hundred and twenty-seven B, resulting solely from
contaminated media caused by a release of home
heating oil or from the detection of dangerous lead
paint levels, as determined under the authority of
section one hundred and ninety-four, or in the
event the state environmental code pursuant to
section thirteen of chapter twenty-one A requires
the repair, replacement or upgrade of a septic
system the owner of a structure used for human
habitation may petition the board of health in a city
or town to make findings consistent with its au-
thority under this chapter and may enter into an
agreement, subject to appropriation, authorizing
such board of health or such owner to cause the
premises to be properly serviced by a septic system,
removal of a residential underground fuel storage
tank, removal of contaminated media caused by a
release of home heating oil or to have removed any
dangerous levels of lead paint, as determined under
the authority of section one hundred and ninety-
four, at the owners expense. An owner who enters
into such an agreement shall be responsible for all
expenses incurred by the board of health, directly
or indirectly, or required by the board of health
and incurred by the owner for such repairs, re-
placement, or upgrade of a septic system, removal
of a residential underground fuel storage tank,
removal of contaminated media caused by a release
of home heating oil or removal of dangerous levels
of lead paint. A notice of such agreement shall be
recorded as a betterment and be subject to the
provisions of chapter eighty relative to the appor-
tionment, division, reassessment and collection of
assessment, abatement and collections of assess-
ments, and to interest; provided, however, that for
purposes of this section, such lien shall take effect
by operation of law on the day immediately follow-
ing the due date of such assessment or apportioned
part of such assessment and such assessment may
bear interest at a rate determined by the city or
town treasurer by agreement with the owner at the
time such agreement is entered into between the
board of health and the property owner. In addi-
tion to remedies available under chapter eighty, the
property owner shall be personally liable for the
repayment of the total costs incurred by the city or
town under this section; provided, however, that
upon assumption of such personal obligation to a
purchaser or other transferee of all of the original
owners interest in the property at the time of
conveyance and the recording of such assumption,
the owner shall be relieved of such personal liabili-
ty.
Any costs incurred under the provisions of this
section may be funded by an appropriation or
issuance of debt, provided that any debt incurred
shall be subject to the provisions of chapter forty-
four and shall not exceed twenty years.
Any appropriation or borrowing by the city or
town for purposes contained within this section
shall not be included for the purpose of computa-
tion of the levy or borrowing limits otherwise im-
posed upon such city or town by the general laws.
An agreement between an owner and a board of
health in a city or town pursuant to this section
shall not be considered a breach of limitation or
prohibition contained in a note, mortgage or con-
tract on the transfer of an interest in property.
A board of health in a city or town acting pursu-
ant to the provisions of this section shall have the
same authority as set forth in section one hundred
and twenty-seven B to institute an action for evic-
tion. Any such action by the board of health shall
not otherwise impair the rights or obligations of
the occupants or owner with respect to each other.
Notwithstanding any provision of chapter 183A
to the contrary, the organization of unit owners of
a condominium may petition the board of health in
a city or town to enter into a betterment agreement
pursuant to this section to finance the repair, re-
placement or upgrade of a septic system serving a
unit, one or more of which is used for human
habitation provided that such system comprises
part of the common areas and facilities. Such
agreement shall: (i) be approved by a majority of
the unit owners benefited by the repair, replace-
ment or upgrade of the septic system or any combi-
nation of such septic system improvements; (ii)
include an identification of the units and unit own-
ers subject to the agreement and the percentages,
as set forth in the master deed, of the undivided
interests of the respective units in the common
area and facilities; and (iii) include a statement by
an officer or trustee of the organization of unit
owners certifying that the required number of unit
owners have approved the agreement. As between
the affected unit owners and the city or town, such
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certification shall be conclusive evidence of the
authority of the organization of unit owners to
enter into the agreement. A notice of such agree-
ment shall be recorded as a betterment in the
registry of deeds or registry district of the land
court where the master deed is recorded and shall
be otherwise subject to the provisions of chapter
80 as provided for in this section. The assessment
under such agreement may be charged or assessed
to the organization of units owners but shall not
constitute an assessment of common expenses. In-
stead, the allocable share of the assessment, prorat-
ed on the basis of the percentage interests of the
benefited units in the common areas and facilities,
shall attach as a lien only to the units identified in
the recorded notice and benefited by the repair,
replacement or upgrade of the septic system or any
combination of such septic system improvements
and the owners of such units shall also be personal-
ly liable for their allocable share of the assessment
as provided for in this section. Words defined in
section 1 of said chapter 183A and used in this
paragraph have the same meanings as appearing in
said chapter 183A.
Added by St. 1994, c. 60, § 1 16. Amended by St. 1996, c.
151, § 259; St.1998, c. 194, § 152; St.1998, c. 463,
§§ 86, 87; St.2008, c. 453, §§ 1, 2, eff. April 5, 2009.
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CHAPTER 114
CEMETERIES AND BURIALS
Selected sections
Section
15. Appropriation for enclosing and improving ceme-
tery; sale or conveyance of burial rights; disposi-
tion of proceeds.
19. Deposits for care and improvement of burial places
or lots; records; investment of deposits.
Section
25. Gifts or bequests for cemeteries; investment of
funds; disposition of proceeds of sales of lots or
burial rights.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 15. Appropriation for enclosing and improv-
ing cemetery; sale or conveyance of
burial rights; disposition of proceeds
Towns may appropriate money for enclosing any
cemetery lawfully provided by them or for con-
structing paths and avenues and embellishing the
grounds therein, and may establish all necessary
rules relative thereto consistent with law. They
may lay out such cemetery into lots, and shall set
apart a suitable portion as a public burial place for
the use of the inhabitants, free of charge. They
may sell and convey to any person, resident or non-
resident, the exclusive right of burial and of erect-
ing tombs and cenotaphs upon any lot and of
ornamenting the same, upon such terms and condi-
tions and subject to such regulations as they shall
prescribe. Upon the conveyance of a burial lot, a
town: (1) shall assign a number to such lot; (2)
shall cause a marker to be installed thereon which
indicates such number; (3) shall give a written
notification to the purchaser of such lot, or his
agent, which notification specifies the location and
number of such lot; and (4) may charge the pur-
chaser of such lot a reasonable fee for the cost of
such marker and its installation. Towns shall
maintain records concerning the location and num-
bering of such lots, which records shall be open to
the public. The proceeds of such sales shall be
paid into the town treasuries, be kept separate
from other funds, and be appropriated to reim-
burse the towns for the cost of the land, its care,
improvement and embellishment, or the enlarge-
ment of the cemetery.
Amended by St. 1 997, c*. 191, § 2.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1828, c. 107.
R.S.1836, c. 15, § 12.
G.S.1860, c. 18, § 10.
St.1877, c. 69, § 7.
P.S.1882, c. 82, § 15.
R.L.1902, c. 78, § 16.
St. 1909, c. 279.
§ 19. Deposits for care and improvement of
burial places or lots; records; invest-
ment of deposits
A city or town may receive, hold and apply any
funds, money or securities deposited with the trea-
surer thereof for the preservation, care, improve-
ment or embellishment of any public or private
burial place situated therein, or of burial lots situ-
ated in such burial places. Such funds, money or
securities shall be entered upon the books of the
treasurer, and held in accordance with ordinances
or by-laws relative thereto. A city or town may
pass ordinances or by-laws consistent with law,
necessary for the purposes of this section. Each
treasurer shall invest such deposits under his con-
trol to insure a maximum income from such de-
posits. Upon the receipt of a deposit for the pres-
ervation, care, improvement or embellishment of
individual lots in public burial places, said treasur-
er shall so inform the city or town clerk, who shall
record the facts relating to such deposit in the
margin of his records of said lots.
Amended by St.1948, c. 550, § 48; St.1981, c. 565.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1870, c. 225, §§ 1 to 3.
P.S.1882, c. 82, § 17.
St.1884, c. 186.
R.L.1902, c. 78, § 18.
§ 25. Gifts or bequests for cemeteries; invest-
ment of funds; disposition of proceeds
of sales of lots or burial rights
A town in which cemetery commissioners are
chosen may receive gifts or bequests for maintain-
ing cemeteries or cemetery lots, which shall be
paid into the town treasury and, with the accounts
thereof, shall be kept separate from the other mon-
ey and accounts of said town. The town treasurer
shall invest all such funds in accordance with the
stipulations, if any, accompanying them; otherwise
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he shall invest them as ordered by said commis- land, its care, improvement and embellishment, or
sioners and pay the income therefrom upon their the enlargement of the cemetery.
order or with their approval. The proceeds of Amended by St. 1934, c. 85, § 1; St. 1989, c. 309.
sales Of lots or rights of burial in such Cemeteries Historical and Statutory Notes
shall be paid into the town treasury and be approp- St 1890 c 254, § 4.
riated to reimburse the town for the cost of the R.L.1902, c. 78, § 24.
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CHAPTER 115
VETERANS' BENEFITS
Selected section
Section
15. Audit of accounts of districts.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 15. Audit of accounts of districts
The director of accounts in the department of
corporations and taxation shall cause an audit to
be made annually of the accounts of all districts
organized under the authority of section ten and
for such purpose he, and his duly accredited
agents, shall have access to all necessary papers,
books and records. The expenses incurred for said
audits shall be paid primarily by the common-
wealth. Said director shall apportion the cost of
each audit among the several municipalities com-
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
prising the district on the basis of the taxable
valuation of said municipalities as last established
by the general court for state and county taxes, and
submit the amounts of each apportionment to the
state treasurer, who shall issue his warrant requir-
ing the assessors of the cities and towns which
comprise the district to assess a tax to the amount
so apportioned, and such amount shall be collected
and paid to the state treasurer as provided by
section twenty of chapter fifty-nine.
Added bv St. 1948, c. 415.
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CHAPTER 12 1A
URBAN REDEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONS
Chapter 121A of the General Laws was added by St. 1945, c. 654, § 1.
Selected section
Section
10. Exemption from taxation and assessments; valua-
tion; appeals; annual payment; additional tax
and project approval procedure.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 10. Exemption from taxation and assess-
ments; valuation; appeals; annual pay-
ment; additional tax and project ap-
proval procedure
For a period of fifteen years after the organiza-
tion of any such corporation, such corporation and
all its real and personal property, including all real
and personal property leased by it from a housing
authority or from a redevelopment authority or
from a city or town or a corporation wholly owned
or controlled by a city or town, shall be exempt
from taxation and from betterments and special
assessments; and for such period any such corpo-
ration shall not be required to pay any tax, excise,
or assessment to or for the commonwealth or any
of its political subdivisions; provided, however,
that notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of
this section, any such corporation shall be required
to pay (1) the excises and sums respectively pre-
scribed by this section and section fifteen; (2)
excises assessed under chapter sixty A and acts in
amendment thereof or addition thereto; and (3)
excises imposed by chapter sixty-four A and acts in
amendment thereof or addition thereto; and pro-
vided, further, that nothing in this section shall be
construed to prevent any such corporation which
enters into a contract under section fourteen from
agreeing therein to make, or from making pursuant
thereto, payments in lieu of betterments or special
assessments.
Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this
section, the assessors of every city or town in
which real or tangible personal property exempted
by this section from taxation under chapter fifty-
nine is situated on January first of any year shall,
on or before March first in such year, determine
and certify to the commissioner of revenue and to
the corporation organized under this chapter
which owns or leases such property the fair cash
value of such property as of January first in such
year. On or before the first day of April then next
ensuing, or within thirty days after the receipt of
the certification of valuation from the assessors,
whichever is later, such corporation, if aggrieved
by such valuation, may appeal therefrom to the
appellate tax board. Said board shall hear and
decide the subject matter of such appeal and give
notice of its decision to the commissioner of reve-
nue, the assessors and the corporation; and, except
as provided in section thirteen of chapter fifty-eight
A, such decision shall be final and conclusive.
During the period of fifteen years after the organ-
ization of a corporation under this chapter, such
corporation shall pay in each calendar year to the
commonwealth with respect to its corporate exis-
tence at any time within the preceding calendar
year an excise equal to the sum of the following:
namely, an amount equal to five per cent of its
gross income in such preceding calendar year,
from all sources, and an amount equal to ten
dollars per thousand upon the valuation deter-
mined as hereinbefore provided to be the fair cash
value as of January first in the year in which the
excise becomes payable of all real and tangible
personal property of such corporation, including
all real and tangible personal property leased by it
which is exempted by this section from taxation
under chapter fifty-nine; provided, that the excise
payable in any year shall not be less than the
amount which the city or town would receive for
taxes, at the rate for such year, upon whichever of
the following valuations is the lesser: (a) the valua-
tion upon which the aforesaid amount equal to ten
dollars per thousand is computed; or (b) the aver-
age of the assessed valuations of the land and all
buildings and other things erected thereon or af-
fixed thereto on the three assessment dates, in the
case of land purchased, taken or leased by such
corporation from a housing authority, redevelop-
ment authority, city, town or corporation wholly
owned or controlled by a city or town, next preced-
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ing the acquisition of the land by such housing
authority, redevelopment authority, city, town or
wholly owned or controlled corporation, and in the
case of all other land purchased, taken or leased by
a corporation organized under this chapter, next
preceding the acquisition thereof by such corpora-
tion, the assessed valuation for each assessment
date being reduced by all abatements, it any. As
used herein, the phrase "rate for such year" shall
be the rate established by the city or town with
respect to the fiscal year commencing during the
calendar year for which a return is filed by the
corporation.
Any plan for a project may provide that the
project may be developed in separate stages, and
such stages may be varied from time to time with
the approval of the housing board. Whenever a
project shall be developed in stages, any excise
payable with respect to corporate existence in a
calendar year ending before construction of the last
stage of the project is completed, shall be comput-
ed as though each stage constituted a separate
project owned by a separate corporation.
All provisions of chapter sixty-two C relative to
the administration of taxes shall, so far as pertinent
and consistent, be applicable to the excise imposed
by this section. Said excise shall be paid to the
commissioner of revenue at the time provided for
tiling the return required by section twelve of chap-
ter sixty-two C. Said excise shall be distributed,
credited and paid to the city or town where the
project of the corporation is located.
Real estate acquired by a corporation organized
under this chapter by lease from any person other
than a housing authority, redevelopment authority,
city, town or corporation wholly owned or con-
trolled by a city or town, shall be subject to taxa-
tion in the same manner and to the same extent as
if such real estate where 1 wholly owned and occu-
pied by a private person; but so long as the period
of fifteen years from the organization of such cor-
poration has not expired and the leasehold estate
continues to be held by such corporation, all build-
ings and other things erected by such corporation
on, or affixed by such corporation to, any land
acquired by such corporation by such lease shall,
for the purposes of this chapter and of chapter
fifty-nine, be deemed to be tangible personal prop-
erty of such corporation. Real estate acquired by
lease as aforesaid shall be excluded in making
determinations and computing the excise under
this section, except that the assessed valuation of
all buildings and other things erected thereon or
affixed thereto on the three assessment dates next
preceding acquisition by such lease shall be includ-
ed in computing the average valuation under
clause (b) of the third paragraph of this section.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this
chapter or of any other law, the assessors of the
city or town in which a project is to be located
may, and upon the request of the housing board
they shall determine for the purposes of this sec-
tion the maximum fair cash value of any proposed
project or of any stage or stages thereof. Such
determination may be made prior to the construc-
tion of the project or of any stage or stages thereof
on the basis of the plan for such project, stage or
stages. Whenever any such determination shall
have been made, the fair cash value of the real
estate and tangible personal property of the corpo-
ration shall in no event be valued for the purposes
of this section in an amount exceeding such maxi-
mum fair cash value, except upon a showing that
the corporation has acquired real estate or tangible
personal property not included in the plan upon
which such maximum fair cash value was based,
and in such event any such excess valuation shall
be limited to the value of such additional real
estate and tangible personal property.
All such information, as submitted to the depart-
ment of revenue and the appellate tax board by
such corporation and the assessors of every such
city or town, shall be filed with the housing board
and in the office of the assessor of the city or town
in which the project is located, and, upon request,
shall be made available by said department of
revenue and by the housing board to any person in
accordance with the twenty-sixth clause of section
four of chapter seven.
For the purposes of this section, "gross income"
shall mean payments actually made by persons for
the right to reside in or occupy any portion or all of
the project and shall not be deemed to include any
payments made by any governmental unit to or on
behalf of such corporation or to or on behalf of any
tenant of such corporation which are in addition to
such payments actually made by such tenant.
The fifteen year period of exemption from taxa-
tion provided in this section may be extended as
herein provided with respect to a project author-
ized under this chapter for an additional period of
time, provided, however, that the original fifteen
year period and any additional period shall not
exceed, in the aggregate, forty years. The granting
of any such extension and the duration thereof
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shall be based upon the amenities established or to
be established in the project area and shall be
determined in accordance with rules and regula-
tions from time to time promulgated by the housing
board. Said rules and regulations shall detail the
nature, quality and quantity of various amenities
any one or more of which, if established within the
project authorized under this chapter, would signif-
icantly contribute to the utility or distinctiveness of
the project and shall further stipulate the maxi-
mum period and minimum period of extension of
exemption from taxation applicable to each such
amenity. In determining the duration of the appli-
cable extension period for the purposes of the rules
and regulations, the housing board shall consider,
among other things, the effect the amenity may
have on a project with respect to additional project
costs or loss of project revenue.
The schedule of amenities as shall be specified in
the rules and regulations, upon which an extension
may be granted, shall include, but not necessarily
be limited to: (a) housing for persons of low and
moderate income; (b) housing or facilities de-
signed for the servicing of the specific needs of
handicapped persons; (c) facilities designed for the
servicing of the specific needs of learning disabled
children; (d) commercial or industrial develop-
ment which will result in the employment of mi-
nority persons or of persons residing in or near the
project; (e) restoration or rehabilitation of struc-
tures or sites of architectural or historic merit,
when such structures or sites are in the National
Register of Historic Places or are in the Inventory
of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and when
they are certified by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission, and when any such registered or cer-
tified structures or sites are coupled with the devel-
opment of facilities which contribute to public un-
derstanding the appreciation of their significance;
(f) provisions for open space; (g) provisions for
recreational or community public facilities; (h)
provisions for the incorporation of significant ar-
chitectural features in the construction and design
of the project and (i) provisions for the incorpo-
ration of unusual features of construction or design
to overcome a factor which contributed to the
project being a blighted open area.
The rules and regulations required by this section
shall be adopted and may be amended by the
housing board only after said board has held a
public hearing. Said hearing shall be conducted
by the housing board pursuant to the provisions of
section two of chapter thirty A except that, and in
addition to the notice requirements thereof, the
housing board shall, at least thirty-five days prior
to the public hearing, send notice of said hearing
to: (a) all corporations authorized to undertake a
project under provisions of this chapter; (b) any
applicant seeking authorization to undertake a pro-
ject under provisions of this chapter; and (c) the
mayor, city council and planning board in cities,
and the selectmen and planning board in towns, in
which corporations have been authorized to under-
take projects or in which applicants seek authoriza-
tion to undertake projects thereunder. The hous-
ing board may rely upon its records in satisfying
the notice requirements of this paragraph.
Applications for an extension period shall only be
made to the housing board at the time initial au-
thority and approval is sought, except, however,
application may be made within ten years after the
initial authority and approval is granted provided
that such application seeks an extension period
based on the establishment of amenities within a
portion of a project, the use of which was undesig-
nated at the time of the granting of such initial
authority and approval; and excepted further, that
in the event of future amendment or change of the
rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to this
section, application may be made at any time, by a
corporation authorized under this chapter, after
such amendment or change is in force and effect,
provided however, that any such application seeks
an extension, the grant of which shall be consistent
with any amended or changed rule or regulation
then in force and effect.
Applications for an extension period submitted to
the housing board pursuant to this section shall be
transmitted for public hearing and determination
in the same manner as provided for the application
for approval of a project under this chapter, pro-
vided, however, that if such application for an
extension period is submitted as part of an original
application for project approval, such application
shall be heard and determined in conjunction with
the original application.
Subject to the provisions of this section and the
rules and regulations of the housing board adopted
as provided herein, an application for an extension
period may be approved or disapproved, or disap-
proved with recommended changes which, if
made, would warrant approval. In granting ap-
proval of such application, the approving authority
shall specify the number of years of extension of
exemption from taxation granted. If the applica-
tion is disapproved with recommended changes,
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the applicant may amend its application for exten-
sion of the period of tax exemption in accordance
with such suggested changes and resubmit the ap-
plication as amended to the approving authority.
The approving authority may approve or disap-
prove the application as amended without further
public hearing, unless, in its opinion, the proposed
changes materially affect the cost of the project, the
revenue accruing to the city or town therefrom, or
the period of exemption from taxation granted to
the project pursuant to this section, in which event
the approving authority shall hold a further public
hearing in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter applicable to an original application.
Any corporation authorized under this chapter
proposing (a) a project or portion thereof of hous-
ing subsidized by the federal or state government
under any program to assist the construction of
low or moderate income housing as defined in the
applicable federal or state statutes whether built or
operated by any public agency or any non-profit or
limited dividend organization including a project
or portion thereof financed under the provisions of
chapter seven hundred and eight of the acts of
nineteen hundred and sixty-six, as amended, or (b)
a project or portion thereof of low and moderate
income housing to be financed in whole or in part
by funds made available by the federal or state
government or any instrumentality thereof or by
any mortgage or mortgage bonds insured or guar-
anteed by the federal housing commissioner or the
administrator of veterans' affairs or any other in-
strumentality of the federal or state governments
shall receive with respect to such projects or por-
tions thereof, an initial fifteen year period of tax
exemption as provided by section ten and shall
receive an additional period of tax exemption equal
to twenty-five years.
Added bv St.1945, c. 654, § 1. Amended by St.1953, c.
647, § 3; St. 1956, c. 640, § 4; St.1969, c. 540, § 1;
St.1975, c. 76; St.1975, c. 119, § 1; St.1975, c. 827, § 7;
St.1976, c. 415, § 94; St.1978, c. 514, §§ 196 to 198.
• So in enrolled bill.
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CHAPTER 12 IB
HOUSING AND URBAN RENEWAL
Chapter 121B of the General Laws was added by St. 1969, c. 751, § 1.
Selected sections
Section
16. Exemption from taxation for real estate and tangible
personal property of operating agency; revalua-
tion or reassessment of real property; payments
in lieu of taxes.
20. Development, acquisition and operating costs; relo-
cation payments; losses; appropriation and pay-
ment by city.
Section
2 1 . Indebtedness limitation.
22. Emergency finance board; permission to incur in-
debtedness.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 16. Exemption from taxation for real estate
and tangible personal property of oper-
ating agency; revaluation or reassess-
ment of real property; payments in lieu
of taxes
The real estate and tangible personal property of
an operating agency including houses constructed
by a housing authority on private land in rural
areas under the provisions of section twenty-seven
shall be deemed to be public property used for
essential public and governmental purposes and
shall be exempt from taxation and from better-
ments and special assessments; provided, that in
lieu of such taxes, betterments and special assess-
ments, a city or town in which an operating agency
holds real estate used or to be used in connection
with such a project may determine a sum to be
paid to the city or town annually in any year or
period of years, such sum to be in any year not in
excess of the amount that would be levied at the
current tax rate upon the average of the assessed
value of such real estate, including buildings and
other structures, for the three years preceding the
year of acquisition thereof, the valuation for each
year being reduced by all abatements thereon.
Whenever a city or town in which such real
estate is located shall have made a general revalua-
tion or reassessment of its real property for pur-
poses of taxation, the valuation of such real estate
shall be determined by the assessors of said city or
town as of January first, in the year succeeding
such revaluation or reassessment, by dividing the
amount of the payment authorized by this section
for the year last preceding the revaluation by the
residential class tax rate of said city or town for the
year of the revaluation, so that the payment with
respect to such land shall remain substantially the
same as that made prior to such revaluation or
reassessment. The operating agency, if aggrieved
by the determination of the assessors, may within
six months after written notice thereof appeal to
the appellate tax board.
Such a city or town may, however, agree with
such an operating agency upon the payments to be
made to the city or town as herein provided or
such agency may make and such city or town may
accept such payments, the amount of which shall
not in either case be subject to the foregoing limita-
tion. The last paragraph of section six and all of
section seven of chapter fifty-nine shall, so far as
apt, be applicable to payments under this section.
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
prevent the taxation to the same extent and in the
same manner as other real estate is taxed, of real
estate acquired by an operating agency for an ur-
ban renewal project and sold by it, or of the lease-
hold interests and buildings and other structures
belonging to private individuals or corporations on
land acquired by it; provided, however, that real
estate so acquired by an operating agency and sold
or leased to an urban redevelopment corporation
or other entity operating under chapter one hun-
dred and twenty-one A, or to an insurance compa-
ny or savings bank or group of savings banks
operating under said chapter, shall be taxed as
provided in said chapter and not otherwise; and
provided, further, that nothing in this chapter or in
chapter fifty-nine shall be construed to require a
city or town to impose a tax on the leasehold of
real estate owned by an operating agency and
leased by it beyond any amount which the city or
town and the operating agency have agreed to be
the payment in lieu of taxes hereunder.
Added by St. 1969, c. 751, § 1. Amended by St. 1981, c.
552; St. 1982, c. 620; St.1987, c. 518, § 4.
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§ 20. Development, acquisition and operating
costs; relocation payments; losses; ap-
propriation and payment by city
A city or town in which an operating agency has
been organized may raise and appropriate, or may
borrow, or may agree with such agency or with the
federal government or the commonwealth to raise
and appropriate or to borrow, in aid of such agen-
cy, such sums as may be necessary for:
—
(1) defraying all the development, acquisition
and operating costs of a clearance, urban renewal,
community renewal, relocation, rehabilitation or
low-rent housing project within such city or town;
or
(2) defraying such part of the development, ac-
quisition and operating costs of any such project to
which either the federal government, pursuant to
federal legislation, or any other source has ren-
dered or has agreed to render financial assistance,
as will not be met by loans other than temporary
loans or by contributions or grants other than
annual or other contributions and grants in the
nature of reimbursement from the federal govern-
ment or from any such other source; and for
(3) the making of relocation payments by such
agency; and
(4) repaying any loss which the city or town has
agreed to bear and which is incurred as a result of
the early taking, acquisition or clearance of land
not used for urban renewal purposes.
Added by St. 1 969, c. 751, § 1.
§ 21. Indebtedness limitation
Indebtedness authorized under section twenty
shall be outside the limit of indebtedness pre-
scribed in section ten of chapter forty-four, and
shall be payable within twenty years and otherwise
subject to sections sixteen to twenty-seven, inclu-
sive, of said chapter forty-four, except that in the
case of indebtedness authorized under clause (1) or
clause (2) of section twenty, the first principal
payment may be made within five years and the
last within twenty-five years of the date of the
bonds or notes issued for the Serial Loan. The
total amount of indebtedness of any city or town
outstanding at any one time under clause (3) of
section twenty alone shall not exceed one half of
one per cent, and under clauses (1), (2) and (4)
combined of said section twenty shall not in any
city with a population over one hundred and fifty
thousand exceed seven per cent of its equalized
valuation and in any other city exceed six per cent
of its equalized valuation.
Added by St. 1969, c. 751, § 1. Amended by St.1973, c.
834; St.1975, c. 641.
§ 22. Emergency finance board; permission to
incur indebtedness
So long as the emergency finance board, estab-
lished under section one of chapter forty-nine of
the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is in
existence, no city or town shall, without the ap-
proval of said board, incur indebtedness for any of
the purposes of this chapter which would cause the
total amount of its indebtedness for such purposes
then outstanding to exceed two and one half per
cent of its equalized valuation. If said emergency
finance board shall cease to exist, a commission
consisting of the attorney general, the state treasur-
er and the director of the bureau of accounts in the
department of corporations and taxation shall exer-
cise the powers given to said emergency finance
board by this section and section twenty-four.
Said board or commission, as the case may be,
shall hold a public hearing upon any matter sub-
mitted to it under this section if requested in writ-
ing to do so by twenty-five taxable inhabitants of
such city or town within three days after the sub-
mission of such matter.
Added by St. 1969, c. 751, § 1.
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INLAND FISHERIES AND GAME AND OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES
Selected section
Section
40. Removal, fill, dredging or altering of land bordering
waters.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 40. Removal, fill, dredging or altering of land
bordering waters
No person shall remove, fill, dredge or alter any
bank, riverfront area, fresh water wetland, coastal
wetland, beach, dune, flat, marsh, meadow or
swamp bordering on the ocean or on any estuary,
creek, river, stream, pond, or lake, or any land
under said waters or any land subject to tidal
action, coastal storm flowage, or flooding, other
than in the course of maintaining, repairing or
replacing, but not substantially changing or enlarg-
ing, an existing and lawfully located structure or
facility used in the service of the public and used to
provide electric, gas, water, telephone, telegraph
and other telecommunication services, without fil-
ing written notice of his intention to so remove, fill,
dredge or alter, including such plans as may be
necessary to describe such proposed activity and its
effect on the environment and without receiving
and complying with an order of conditions and
provided all appeal periods have elapsed. Said
notice shall be filed by delivery in hand to the
conservation commission or its authorized repre-
sentative or by certified mail, return receipt re-
quested, to said commission, or, if none, to the
board of selectmen in a town or the mayor of a city
in which the proposed activity is to be located.
Upon such filing, the receipt of such notice shall be
acknowledged in writing on the face thereof and
shall include the time and date so received. A
person delivering said notice by hand shall be
given a receipt in writing acknowledging the time
and date of such filing. Copies of such notice shall
be sent at the same time by certified mail to the
department of environmental protection. To de-
fray state and local administrative costs each per-
son filing such a notice shall pay a filing fee,
determined on a sliding scale basis by the commis-
sioner of administration after consultation with the
secretary of environmental affairs. Fifty percent of
any filing fee in excess of twenty-five dollars shall
be made payable to the department of environmen-
tal protection, in a manner to be determined by the
commissioner of environmental protection, at the
same time as the copies of the notice are sent to the
department of environmental protection. The re-
mainder of said fee shall be made payable to the
city or town; provided, that said remainder shall
be expended solely by the local conservation com-
mission for the performance of its duties under this
chapter and shall accompany the copy of the notice
sent to the city or town. No such notice shall be
sent before all permits, variances, and approvals
required by local by-law with respect to the pro-
posed activity, which are obtainable at the time of
such notice, have been obtained, except that such
notice may be sent, at the option of the applicant,
after the filing of an application or applications for
said permits, variances, and approvals; provided,
that such notice shall include any information sub-
mitted in connection with such permits, variances,
and approvals which is necessary to describe the
effect of the proposed activity on the environment.
Upon receipt of any notice hereunder the depart-
ment of environmental protection, hereinafter
called the department, shall designate a file num-
ber for such notice and shall send a notification of
such number to the person giving notice to the
conservation commission, selectmen or mayor to
whom the notice was given. Said notification shall
state the name of the owner of the land upon which
the proposed work is to be done and the location of
said land.
Any person filing a notice of intention with a
conservation commission shall at the same time
give written notification thereof, by delivery in
hand or certified mail, return receipt requested, to
all abutters within one-hundred feet of the property
line of the land where the activity is proposed, at
the mailing addresses shown on the most recent
applicable tax list of the assessors, including, but
not limited to, owners of land directly opposite said
proposed activity on any public or private street or
way, and in another municipality or across a body
of water. Said notification shall be at the appli-
cant's expense, and shall state where copies of the
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notice of intention may be examined and obtained
and where information regarding the date, time
and place of the public hearing may be obtained.
Proof of such notification, with a copy of the notice
mailed or delivered, shall be filed with the conser-
vation commission.
Within twenty-one days of the receipt by a con-
servation commission of a written request made by
any person and sent by certified mail, said commis-
sion shall make a written determination as to
whether this section is applicable to any land or
work thereon. When such person is other than the
owner, notice of any such determination shall also
be sent to the owner.
The term "applicant" as used in this section shall
mean the person giving notice of intention to re-
move, fill, dredge or alter.
The term "person" as used in this section shall
include any individual, group of individuals, associ-
ation, partnership, corporation, company, business
organization, trust, estate, the commonwealth or
political subdivision thereof, administrative agency,
public or quasipublic corporation or body, or any
other legal entity or its legal representative, agents
or assigns.
The term "bogs" as used in this section shall
mean areas where standing or slowly running wa-
ter is near or at the surface during a normal
growing season and where a vegetational commu-
nity has a significant portion of the ground or
water surface covered with sphagnum moss
(Sphagnum ) and where the vegetational communi-
ty is made up of a significant portion of one or
more of, but not limited to nor necessarily includ-
ing all, of the following plants or groups of plants:
aster (Aster nemoralis ), azaleas (Rhododendron ca-
nadense and R. viscosum ), black spruce (Picea
mariana ), bog cotton (Eriophorum ), cranberry
(Vaccinium macrocarpon ), high-bush blueberry
(Vaccinium corymbosum ), larch (Larix laricina ),
laurels (Kalmia angustifolia and K. polifolia ),
leatherleaf (Chamaedaphne calyculata ), orchids
(Arethusa, Calopogon, Pogonia ), pitcher plants
(Sarracenia purpurea ), sedges (Cyperaceae ), sun-
dews (Droseraccae ), sweet gale (Myrica gale ),
white cedar (Chamaecyparis thyoides ).
The term "coastal wetlands", as used in this
section, shall mean any bank, marsh, swamp,
meadow, flat or other lowland subject to tidal
action or coastal storm flowage.
The term "freshwater wetlands", as used in this
section, shall mean wet meadows, marshes,
swamps, bogs, areas where groundwater, flowing
or standing surface water or ice provide a signifi-
cant part of the supporting substrate for a plant
community for at least five months of the year;
emergent and submergent plant communities in
inland waters; that portion of any bank which
touches any inland waters.
The term "swamps", as used in this section, shall
mean areas where ground water is at or near the
surface of the ground for a significant part of the
growing season or where runoff water from surface
drainage frequently collects above the soil surface,
and where a significant part of the vegetational
community is made up of, but not limited to nor
necessarily include all of the following plants or
groups of plants: alders (Alnus ), ashes (Fraxinus ),
azaleas (Rhododendron canadense and R. visco-
sum ), black alder (Ilex verticillata ), black spruce
(Picea mariana ), button bush (Cephalanthus occi-
dentalis ), American or white elm (Ulmus america-
na ), white Hellebore (Veratrum viride ), hemlock
(Tsuga canadensis ), highbush blueberry (Vaccini-
um corymbosum ), larch (Larix laricina ), cowslip
(Caltha palustris ), poison sumac (Toxicodendron
vemix ), red maple (Acer rubrum ), skunk cabbage
(Symplocarpus foetidus ), sphagnum mosses
(Sphagnum ), spicebush (Lindera benzoin ), black
gum tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica ), sweet pepper bush
(Clethra alnifolia ), white cedar (Chamaecyparis
thyoides ), willow (Salicaceae ).
The term "wet meadows", as used in this section
where ground water is at the surface for a signifi-
cant part of the growing season and near the
surface throughout the year and where a signifi-
cant part of the vegetational community is com-
posed of various grasses, sedges and rushes; made
up of, but not limited to nor necessarily including
all, of the following plants or groups of plants:
blue flag (Iris ), vervain (Verbena ), thoroughwort
(Eupatorium ), dock (Rumex ), false loosestrife
(Ludwigia ), hydrophilic grasses (Gramincae ), loo-
sestrife (Lythrum ), marsh fern (Dryopteris thelyp-
teris ), rushes (Juncaceae ), sedges (Cyperaceae ),
sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis ), smartweed (Po-
lygonum ).
The term "marshes", as used in this section,
shall mean areas where a vegetational community
exists in standing or running water during the
growing season and where a significant part of
the vegetational community is composed of, but
not limited to nor necessarily including all, of the
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following plants or groups of plants: arums (Ara-
ceae ), bladder worts {Utricularia ), bur reeds
(Sparganiaceae ), button bush (Cephalanthus occi-
dentalis ), cattails (Typha ), duck weeds (Lemna-
ceae ), eelgrass (Vallisneria ), frog bits (Hydrochari-
taceae ), horsetails {Equisetaceae ), hydrophilic
grasses (Gramineae ), leatherleaf (Chamaedaphne
calyculata ), pickerel weeds (Pontederiaceae ), pipe-
worts (Eriocaulon ), pond weeds (Potamogeton ),
rushes (Juncaceae ), sedges (Cyperaceae ), smart-
weeds (Polygonum ), sweet gale (Myrica gale ) wa-
ter milfoil (Halcragaceae ), water lilies (Nymphaea-
ceae ), water starworts (Callitrichaceae ), water
willow (Decodon verticillatus ).
The term "Densely developed areas", as used in
this section shall mean, any area of ten acres or
more that is being utilized, or includes existing
vacant structures or vacant lots formerly utilized as
of January first, nineteen hundred and forty-four or
sooner for, intensive industrial, commercial, insti-
tutional, or residential activities or combinations of
such activities, including, but not limited to the
following: manufacturing, fabricating, wholesal-
ing, warehousing, or other commercial or industri-
al activities; retail trade and service activities;
medical and educational institutions; residential
dwelling structures at a density of three or more
per two acres; and mixed or combined patterns of
the above. Designation of a densely developed
area is subject to the secretary of the executive
office of environmental affair's approval of a city or
town's request for such designation. Land which
is zoned for intensive use but is not being utilized
for such use as of January first, nineteen hundred
and ninety-seven or which has been subdivided no
later than May first, nineteen hundred and ninety-
six shall not be considered a densely developed
area for the purposes of this chapter.
The term "Mean annual high-water line", as
used in this section, shall mean with respect to a
river, the line that is apparent from visible mark-
ings or changes in the character of soils or vegeta-
tion due to the prolonged presence of water and
which distinguishes between predominantly aquat-
ic and predominantly terrestrial land. The mean
high tide line shall serve as the mean annual high
water line for tidal rivers.
The term "River", as used in this section, shall
mean a natural flowing body of water that empties
to any ocean, lake, or other river and which flows
throughout the year.
The term "Riverfront area", as used in this sec-
tion, shall mean that area of land situated between
a river's mean annual high-water line and a paral-
lel line located two hundred feet away, measured
outward horizontally from the river's mean annual
high-water line. This definition shall not create a
buffer zone, so-called, beyond such riverfront area.
Riverfront areas within municipalities with (i) a
population of ninety thousand or more persons or
(ii) a population density greater than nine thousand
persons per square mile, as determined by the
nineteen hundred and ninety federal census; (iii)
that are within densely developed areas as defined
herein; (iv) land in Waltham between the Charles
river on the north, and the Crescent street and Pine
street on the south, and the intersection of the
Charles river and a line extended from the center
line of Walnut street on the west, and the railroad
right-of-way now or formerly of the Boston and
Maine Railroad on the east; or (v) property located
in the town of Milton shown on Milton assessors
Map G, Block 56, Lot 13, located on 2 Granite
Avenue shall be defined as that area of land situat-
ed between a river's mean annual high-water line
and a parallel line located twenty-five feet away,
measured outward horizontally, from the river's
mean annual high-water line. The riverfront area
shall not include land now or formerly associated
with historic mill complexes including, but not
limited to, the mill complexes in the Cities of Ho-
lyoke, Taunton, Fitchburg, Haverhill, Methuen and
Medford in existence prior to nineteen hundred
and forty-six and situated landward of the water-
side facade of a retaining wall, building, sluiceway,
or other structure existing on the effective date of
this act. The riverfront area shall not apply to any
mosquito control work done under the provisions
of clause (36) of section five of chapter forty, of
chapter two hundred and fifty-two or of any special
act or to forest harvesting conducted in accordance
with a cutting plan approved by the department of
environmental management, under the provisions
of sections forty to forty-six, inclusive, of chapter
one hundred and thirty-two; and shall not include
any area beyond one hundred feet of river's mean
annual high water mark: in which maintenance of
drainage and flooding systems of cranberry bogs
occurs; in which agricultural land use or aquacul-
tural use occur; to construction, expansion, repair,
maintenance or other work on piers, docks,
wharves, boat houses, coastal engineering struc-
tures, landings, and all other structures and activi-
ties subject to licensing or permitting under chap-
ter ninety-one and its regulations; provided that
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such structures and activities shall remain subject
to statutory and regulatory requirements under
chapter ninety-one and section forty of chapter one
hundred and thirty-one or is the site of any project
authorized by special act prior to January first,
nineteen hundred and seventy-three.
The term "Riverfront area boundary line", as
used in this section, shall mean the line located at
the outside edge of the riverfront area.
The conservation commission, selectmen or may-
or receiving notice under this section shall hold a
public hearing on the proposed activity within
twenty-one days of the receipt of said notice. No-
tice of the time and place of said hearing shall be
given by the hearing authority at the expense of the
applicant, not less than five days prior to such
hearing, by publication in a newspaper of general
circulation in the city or town where the activity is
proposed and by mailing a notice to the applicant
and to the board of health and the planning board
of said city or town. The conservation commission
and its agents, officers and employees and the
commissioner of environmental protection and his
agents and employees, may enter upon privately
owned land for the purpose of performing their
duties under this section. No conditions shall be
imposed, nor shall any determination be rendered
by a conservation commission, in reference to this
section, unless the conservation commission meets
with a quorum present.
If after said hearing the conservation commis-
sion, selectmen or mayor, as the case may be,
determine that the area on which the proposed
work is to be done is significant to public or private
water supply, to the groundwater supply, to flood
control, to storm damage prevention, to prevention
of pollution, to protection of land containing shell-
fish, to the protection of wildlife habitat or to the
protection of fisheries or to the protection of the
riverfront area consistent with the following pur-
poses: to protect the private or public water sup-
ply; to protect the ground water; to provide flood
control; to prevent storm damage; to prevent pol-
lution; to protect land containing shellfish; to pro-
tect wildlife habitat; and to protect the fisheries,
such conservation commission, board of selectmen
or mayor shall by written order within twenty-one
days of such hearing impose such conditions as
will contribute to the protection of the interests
described herein, and all work shall be done in
accordance therewith. If the conservation com-
mission, selectmen or mayor, as the case may be,
make a determination that the proposed activity
does not require the imposition of such conditions,
the applicant shall be notified of such determina-
tion within twenty-one days after said hearing.
Such order or notification shall be signed by the
mayor or a majority of the conservation commis-
sion or board of selectmen, as the case may be, and
a copy thereof shall be sent forthwith to the appli-
cant and to the department.
If a conservation commission has failed to hold a
hearing within the twenty-one day period as re-
quired, or if a commission, after holding such a
hearing has failed within twenty-one days there-
from to issue an order, or if a commission, upon a
written request by any person to determine wheth-
er this section is applicable to any work, fails
within twenty-one days to make said determina-
tion, or where an order does issue from said com-
mission, the applicant, any person aggrieved by
said commission's order or failure to act, or any
owner of land abutting the land upon which the
proposed work is to be done, or any ten residents
of the city or town in which said land is located,
may, by certified mail and within ten days from
said commission's order or failure to act, request
the department of environmental protection to de-
termine whether the area on which the proposed
work is to be done is significant to public or private
water supply, to the groundwater supply, to flood
control, to storm damage prevention, to prevention
of pollution, to protection of land containing shell-
fish, to the protection of wildlife habitat or to the
protection of fisheries or to the protection of the
riverfront area consistent with the following pur-
poses: to protect the private or public water sup-
ply; to protect the ground water; to provide flood
control; to prevent storm damage; to prevent pol-
lution; to protect land containing shellfish; to pro-
tect wildlife habitat; and to protect the fisheries.
The commissioner of environmental protection or
his designee also may request such a determination
within said ten days. The party making any such
request shall at the same time send a copy thereof
by certified mail to the conservation commission,
board of selectmen or mayor which conducted the
hearing hereunder. If such party is other than the
applicant, a copy of such request shall also be sent
at the same time by certified mail to the applicant.
Upon receipt of such request the department shall
make the determination requested and shall by
written order issued within seventy days of receipt
of such request and signed by the commissioner or
his designee, impose such conditions as will con-
tribute to the protection of the interests described
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herein; provided, however, that said department
shall notify the applicant within thirty days of the
receipt of such request if his application or request
is not in proper form or is lacking information or
documentation necessary to make the determina-
tion. Such order shall supersede the prior order of
the conservation commission, board of selectmen
or mayor, and all work shall be done in accordance
therewith, but in no event shall any work com-
mence until ten days have elapsed following the
issuance of said order. In the case of riverfront
areas, no order issued by a conservation commis-
sion, board of selectmen, mayor, or the department
shall permit any work unless the applicant, in
addition to meeting the otherwise applicable re-
quirements of this section, has proved by a prepon-
derance of the evidence that (1) such work, includ-
ing proposed mitigation measures, will have no
significant adverse impact on the riverfront area
for the following purposes: to protect the private
or public water supply; to protect the ground wa-
ter; to provide flood control; to prevent storm
damage; to prevent pollution; to protect land con-
taining shellfish; to protect wildlife habitat; and to
protect the fisheries, and (2) there is no practicable
and substantially equivalent economic alternative
to the proposed project with less adverse effects on
such purposes. An alternative is practicable and
substantially economically equivalent if it is avail-
able and capable of being done after taking into
consideration: costs, and whether such costs are
reasonable or prohibitive to the owner; existing
technology; the proposed use; and logistics in light
of overall project purposes. For activities associat-
ed with access for one dwelling unit, the area
under consideration for practicable alternatives
will be limited to the lot; provided, that said lot
shall be on file with the registry of deeds as of the '
August first, nineteen hundred and ninety-six. For
other activities including, but not limited to, the
creation of a real estate subdivision, the area under
consideration shall be the subdivided lots, any par-
cel out of which the lots were created, and any
other parcels that are adjacent to such parcel or
adjacent through other parcels formerly or present-
ly owned by the same owner at any time on or after
August first, nineteen hundred and ninety-six or
any land which can reasonably be obtained; pro-
vided, that an ownership interest can reasonably be
obtained after taking into consideration: cost, and
whether such cost is reasonable or prohibitive to
the owner; existing technology; the proposed use;
and logistics in light of overall project purposes.
At any time prior to a final order of determination
by the department, any party requesting a determi-
nation may in writing withdraw the request, and
such withdrawal shall be effective upon receipt by
the department. Notwithstanding the withdrawal,
the commissioner or his designee may continue the
determination if he notifies all parties within ten
days of receipt of the withdrawal. A copy of such
order shall be sent to the applicant, to the conser-
vation commission, board of selectmen or mayor
which conducted the hearing hereunder. As used
in this section the words "wildlife habitat" shall
mean those areas subject to this section which, due
to their plant community composition and struc-
ture, hydrologic regime or other characteristics,
provide important food, shelter, migratory or over-
wintering areas, or breeding areas for wildlife.
No work proposed in any notice of intention
shall be undertaken until the final order, determi-
nation or notification with respect to such work
has been recorded in the registry of deeds, or if the
land affected thereby be registered land, in the
registry section of the land court for the district
wherein the land lies. If the final order, determi-
nation or notification requires the recording of a
plan which (1) shows the location of the work, (2)
is prepared by a registered professional engineer or
land surveyor and (3) is in recordable form, no
work proposed in the notice of intention shall be
undertaken until such plan has been recorded in
the registry of deeds or, if the land affected thereby
is registered land, in the registry section of the land
court for the district wherein such land lies.
Within twenty-one days of the receipt of a writ-
ten request, by the applicant or the owner of the
property, for a certificate of compliance, the issuer
of the final order shall grant such request if the
activity, or portions thereof, complies with such
final order. The certificate of compliance shall
state that the activity, or portions thereof, has been
completed in accordance with such order.
Any site where work is being done which is
subject to this section shall display a sign of not
less than two square feet or more than three square
feet bearing the words, "Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection File Num-
ber ...." and the sign shall display the file number
assigned to the project.
If the department of environmental protection
finds that any proposed work would violate the
provisions of chapter ninety-one, it shall proceed
immediately to enforce the provisions of said chap-
ter.
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The provisions of this section shall not apply to
any mosquito control work done under the provi-
sions of clause (36) of section five of chapter lorty,
of chapter two hundred and fifty-two or of any
special act; to maintenance of drainage and flood-
ing systems of cranberry bogs, to work performed
for normal maintenance or improvement of land in
agricultural use or in aquacultural use; or to any
project authorized by special act prior to January-
first, nineteen hundred and seventy-three.
Within one hundred and twenty days of the effec-
tive date of this act, the department, upon the
advice and consent of the Commissioner of the
Department of Food and Agriculture, shall promul-
gate rules and regulations pursuant to this section
which shall establish definitions for the term "nor-
mal maintenance or improvement of land in agri-
cultural, or in aquacultural use", for each agricul-
tural commodity, or where appropriate because of
similarities in cultural practices, groups or com-
modities in the Commonwealth. The department
shall create a farmland advisory board to be ap-
pointed by the commissioner consisting of five per-
sons one a member of the cooperative extension
service, one a member of the USDA soil conserva-
tion service, one a member of a municipal conser-
vation commission who has demonstrated expertise
in agricultural issues, and two commercial farmers
with expertise in different agricultural commodities
to assist the department in the drafting of rules and
regulations pursuant to this paragraph.
The notice of intention required in the first para-
graph of this section shall not apply to emergency
projects necessary for the protection of the health
or safety of the commonwealth which are to be
performed or which are ordered to be performed
by an agency of the commonwealth or a political
subdivision thereof. An emergency project shall
mean any project certified to be an emergency by
the conservation commission of the city or town in
which the project would be undertaken, or if none,
by the mayor of said city or the selectmen of said
town. If the conservation commission, mayor, or
selectmen, as the case may be, fail to act favorably
within twenty-four hours of receipt of a request for
certification of an emergency project, said project
may be so certified by the commissioner or his
designee. In no case shall any removal, filling,
dredging, or alteration authorized by such certifi-
cation extend beyond the time necessary to abate
the emergency.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section four-
teen of chapter twenty-one A or any other provision
of law to the contrary, the notice of intention
required in the first paragraph of this section shall
not apply to a maintenance dredging project for
which a license has been previously issued within
ten years by the division of waterways of the de-
partment of environmental protection. A person
intending to fill or dredge under such previously
issued license shall file a written notice by certified
mail to the conservation commission or if none, to
the board of selectmen in a town or mayor of a city
in which the land upon which such dredging pro-
ject is located. Such notice shall contain the name
and address of the applicant.
If the conservation commission, the board of
selectmen or mayor fails to notify the applicant at
the applicant's address within twenty days of the
receipt of such notice of the specific objections to
the commencement of such dredging fill or mainte-
nance dredging contemplated under said license,
the applicant may commence such work without
any further notice to other agencies of the com-
monwealth. Notwithstanding failure to notify an
applicant, as hereinbefore provided, the conserva-
tion commission, the board of selectmen or mayor
may at any time designate an area at which spoi-
lage from the dredging may be placed and may
require the relocation of shellfish before such
maintenance dredging takes place.
If the conservation commission, the board of
selectmen or mayor cites specific objections to the
notice of intention, such conservation commission,
board of selectmen or mayor may order a hearing
as provided in this section and all other pertinent
provisions of this section shall apply.
Any person who purchases, inherits or otherwise
acquires real estate upon which work has been
done in violation of the provisions of this section or
in violation of any order issued under this section
shall forthwith comply with any such order or
restore such real estate to its condition prior to any
such violation; provided, however, that no action,
civil or criminal, shall be brought against such
person unless such action is commenced within
three years following the recording of the deed or
the date of the death by which such real estate was
acquired by such person. Any court having equity
jurisdiction may restrain a violation of this section
and enter such orders as it deems necessary to
remedy such violation, upon the petition of the
attorney general, the commissioner, a city or town,
an owner or occupant of property which may be
affected by said removal, filling, dredging or alter-
ing, or ten residents of the commonwealth under
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the provisions of section seven A of chapter two
hundred and fourteen.
Rules and regulations shall be promulgated by
the commissioner to effectuate the purposes of this
section. However, failure by the commissioner to
promulgate rules and regulations shall not act to
suspend or invalidate the effect of this section. In
addition to the other duties provided for in this
section, a conservation commission and its agents,
officers, and employees; the commissioner, his
agents and employees; environmental officers, and
any officer with police powers may issue enforce-
ment orders directing compliance with this section
and may undertake any other enforcement action
authorized by law. Any person who violates the
provisions of this section may be ordered to restore
property to its original condition and take other
actions deemed necessary to remedy such viola-
tions.
No person shall remove, fill, dredge or alter any
area subject to protection under this section with-
out the required authorization, or cause, suffer or
allow such activity, or leave in place unauthorized
fill, or otherwise fail to restore illegally altered
land to its original condition, or fail to comply
with an enforcement order issued pursuant to this
section. Each day such violation continues shall
constitute a separate offense except that any per-
son who fails to remove unauthorized fill or other-
wise fails to restore illegally altered land to its
original condition after giving written notification
of said violation to the conservation commission
and the department shall not be subject to addi-
tional penalties unless said person thereafter fails
to comply with an enforcement order or order of
conditions.
Whoever violates any provision of this section,
(a) shall be punished by a fine of not more than
twenty-five thousand dollars or by imprisonment
for not more than two years, or both such fine and
imprisonment; or (b), shall be subject to a civil
penalty not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars
for each violation.
Added by St.1967, c. 802, § 1. Amended by St.1968, c.
444, § 2; St.l971,c. 1020; St.1972, c. 784, § 1; St.1973,
c. 163; St.1973, c. 769; St.1974, c. 818, § 1; St.1975, c.
334; St.1975, c. 363, §§ 1 to 3; St.1975, c. 706, §§ 237 to
243; St.1976, c. 53; St.1977, c. 131; St.1977, c. 601, § 1;
St.1977, c. 625, § 2; St.1978, c. 95, §§ 1, 2; St.1978, c.
119, § 7; St.1978, c. 248; St.1979, c. 122, §§ 1, 2;
St.1979, c. 200; St.1979, c. 598; St.1979, c. 693;
St.1983, c. 255; St.1985, c. 231, § 44; St.1986, c. 262,
§ 1; St.1987, c. 174, § 19; St.1987, c. 465, § 30;
St.1988, c. 202, § 26; St.1989, c. 218; St.1989, c. 287,
§ 54; St.1990, c. 177, §§ 232 to 237; St.1990, c. 388,
§§ 1 to 3; St.1991, c. 141, § 2; St.1993, c. 472, § 1;
St.1996, c. 258, §§ 17 to 20.
1 So in enrolled bill.
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CHAPTER 132A
STATE RECREATION AREAS OUTSIDE OF THE METROPOLITAN PARKS DISTRICT
Selected section
Section
1 1 . Conservation program for cities and towns; estab-
lishment.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 11. Conservation program for cities and
towns; establishment
The secretary of environmental affairs shall es-
tablish a program to assist the cities and towns,
which have established conservation commissions
under section eight C of chapter forty, in acquiring
lands and in planning or designing suitable public
outdoor facilities as described in sections two B
and two D. He may, from funds appropriated to
carry out the provisions of section three, reimburse
any such city or town for any money expended by it
in establishing an approved project under said pro-
gram in such amount as he shall determine to be
equitable in consideration of anticipated benefits
from such project, but in no event shall the amount
of such reimbursement exceed eighty per cent of
the cost of such project. No reimbursement shall
be made hereunder to a city or town unless a
project application is filed by such city or town
with the secretary setting forth such plans and
information as the secretary may require and ap-
proved by him, nor until such city or town shall
have appropriated, transferred from available
funds or have voted to expend from its conserva-
tion fund, under clause fifty-one of section five of
chapter forty, an amount equal to the total cost of
the project, nor until the project has been complet-
ed, to the satisfaction of the secretary, in accor-
dance with said approved plans. Any reimburse-
ment received by a city or town under this section
shall be applied to the payment of indebtedness, if
any, incurred in acquiring land for such conserva-
tion project.
Added bv St. 1960, c. 517. Amended by St. 1966, c. 179;
St.1975, c. 706, §§ 268, 269; St.1981, c. 149.
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CHAPTER 139
COMMON NUISANCES
Selected sections
Section
3A. Demolition or removal of building or structure or
securing of vacant land; owner's liability.
Section
3B. Disbursement of insurance proceeds for loss, dam-
age or destruction of building or structure; no-
tice; lien.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 3A. Demolition or removal of building or
structure or securing of vacant land;
owner's liability
If the owner or his authorized agent fails to
comply with an order issued pursuant to section
three and the city or town demolishes or removes
any burnt, dangerous or dilapidated building or
structure or secures any vacant parcel of land from
a trespass, a claim for the expense of such demoli-
tion or removal, including the cost of leveling the
lot to uniform grade by a proper sanitary fill, or
securing such vacant parcel shall constitute a debt
due the city or town upon the completion of demo-
lition, removal, or securing and the rendering of an
account therefor to the owner or his authorized
agent, and shall be recoverable from such owner in
an action of contract.
Any such debt, together with interest thereon at
the rate of six per cent per annum from the date
such debt becomes due, shall constitute a lien on
the land upon which the structure is or was located
if a statement of claim, signed by the mayor or the
board of selectmen, setting forth the amount
claimed without interest is filed, within ninety days
after the debt becomes due, with the register of
deeds for record or registration, as the case may
be, in the county or in the district, if the county is
divided into districts, where the land lies. Such
lien shall take effect upon the filing of the state-
ment aforesaid and shall continue for two years
from the first day of October next following the
date of such filing. If the debt for which such a
lien is in effect remains unpaid when the assessors
are preparing a real estate tax list and warrant to
be committed under section fifty-three of chapter
fifty-nine, the mayor or the board of selectmen, or
the town collector of taxes, if applicable under
section thirty-eight A of chapter forty-one, shall
certify such debt to the assessors, who shall forth-
with add such debt to the tax on the property to
which it relates and commit it with their warrant
to the collector as part of such tax. If the property
to which such debt relates is tax exempt, such debt
shall be committed as the tax. Upon commitment
as a tax or part of a tax, such debt shall be subject
to the provisions of law relative to interest on the
taxes of which they become, or, if the property
were not tax exempt would become, a part; and
the collector of taxes shall have the same powers
and be subject to the same duties with respect to
such debts as in the case of annual taxes upon real
estate, and the provisions of law relative to the
collection of such annual taxes, the sale or taking
of land for the non-payment thereof, and the re-
demption of land so sold or taken shall, except as
otherwise provided, apply to such claims. A lien
under this section may be discharged by filing with
the register of deeds for record or registration, as
the case may be, in the county or in the district, if
the county is divided into districts, where the land
lies, a certificate from the collector of the city or
town that the debt constituting the lien, together
with any interest and costs thereon, has been paid
or legally abated. All costs of recording or dis-
charging a lien under this section shall be borne by
the owner of the property.
Added by St. 1970, c. 649, § 4. Amended by St. 1984, c.
166, § 2; St.1992, c. 133, § 494.
§ 3B. Disbursement of insurance proceeds for
loss, damage or destruction of building
or structure; notice; lien
No insurer shall pay any claims ( 1 ) covering the
loss, damage, or destruction to a building or other
structure, amounting to one thousand dollars or
more, or (2) covering any loss, damage or destruc-
tion of any amount, which causes the condition of a
building or other structure to render section six of
chapter one hundred and forty-three applicable,
without having at least ten days previously given
written notice to the building commissioner or
inspector of buildings appointed pursuant to the
state building code, to the fire department or arson
squad of the city or town and to the board of health
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or board of selectmen of the city or town in which
the same is located. If at any time prior to pay-
ment the said city or town notifies the insurer by
certified mail of its intent to initiate proceedings
designed to perfect a lien pursuant to section three
A, or to section nine of chapter one hundred and
forty-three, or section one hundred and twenty-
seven B of chapter one hundred and eleven, the
said payment shall not be made while the said
proceedings are pending; provided, however, that
said proceedings are initiated within thirty days of
receipt of such notification.
Any lien perfected pursuant to section three A, or
to section nine of chapter one hundred and forty-
three or section one hundred and twenty-seven B
of chapter one hundred and eleven, shall extend to
and may be enforced by the city or town against
any casualty insurance policy or policies covering
any loss, damage, or destruction pursuant to which
the proceedings to perfect the lien were initiated.
No insurer shall be liable to any insured owner,
mortgagee, assignee, city or town, or other interest-
ed party for amounts disbursed to a city or town
under the provisions of this section, or for amounts
not disbursed to a city or town under the provi-
sions of this section.
Added by St. 1977, c. 804, § 1. Amended by St. 1986, c.
477.
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CHAPTER 140
LICENSES
Selected sections
Section
32G. Monthly fees for manufactured housing commu-
nity owner or operator; collection; deposit;
lists; payment to treasurers; exemption from
taxes; penalties; revocation of license.
136A. Definitions applicable to Sees. 137 to 175.
Section
139A.
147A.
149.
172.
Shelters; sale or gift of dog or cat not spayed or
neutered.
By-laws and ordinances relative to regulation of
dogs.
Accounts of treasurers.
Disposition of balance of dog fund.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 32G. Monthly fees for manufactured housing
community owner or operator; col-
lection; deposit; lists; payment to
treasurers; exemption from taxes;
penalties; revocation of license
In addition to the license fee provided for under
section thirty-two B, each manufactured housing
community owner or operator licensed under said
section shall, except as hereinafter provided, pay
an additional license fee of six dollars per month or
a major fraction thereof, on account of each manu-
factured home, occupying space within such manu-
factured housing community; provided, however,
that in a city by vote of the city council and in a
town by vote of the board of selectmen, the amount
of such additional license fee may be increased to
an amount not exceeding twelve dollars per month.
Such additional license fee shall, except as herein-
after provided, be collected by such manufactured
housing community operator from the owner or
occupant of each manufactured home occupying
space in such manufactured housing community at
the end of each month or any major fraction there-
of, and shall be deposited with the collector of
taxes in the city or town in which such manufac-
tured housing community is located not later than
the tenth day of the month next following. The
manufactured housing community operator shall,
not later than the fifth day of each month, file with
the licensing authority a list containing the
amounts collected together with the name and ad-
dress of each owner of a manufactured home occu-
pying space during the preceding month or the
tenant or subtenant of such space and designating
the manufactured homes and the home owners or
tenants of the space or such subtenants thereof on
account of which no additional license fee is to be
collected or deposited under the provisions of the
last paragraph of this section. The licensing au-
thority shall forthwith commit the list to the collec-
tor of taxes in the city or town in which the
manufactured housing community is located for
collection. Such collector, shall in the collection of
such accounts, have all the remedies provided by
sections thirty-five, thirty-six and ninety-three of
chapter sixty for the collection of taxes on personal
property. The collector of taxes shall, once in each
week or more often, pay over to the city or town
treasurer all money received by him during the
preceding week or lesser period on account of such
license fees. Each manufactured home subject to
the license fee provided for in this section shall be
exempt from any property tax as provided in clause
Thirty-sixth of section five of chapter fifty-nine.
The collector of taxes shall report to the licensing
authority any failure to deposit with him any li-
cense fee so collected, and any failure by a manu-
factured housing community operator to collect
any license fee provided for under this section or to
deposit with the collector of taxes any license fee so
collected shall be deemed cause for the revocation
of any license granted under section thirty-two B.
In addition, any willful failure to deposit with the
collector of taxes a licensee fee which has been so
collected shall be punished by a fine of not less
than ten nor more than one hundred dollars for
each fee so collected and not deposited.
No additional license fee imposed by this section
shall be collected by the operator of a manufac-
tured housing community, nor shall any such fee
be required to be deposited with the collector of
taxes in the city or town in which such community
is located, on account of a manufactured home
which is deemed, by section 514 of the Soldiers'
and Sailors' Civil Relief Act of 1940, ' as amended,
not to be located or present in or to have a situs in
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such city or town for the purposes of taxation in
respect to personal property.
Added by St. 1950, c. 326, § 8. Amended by St. 1950, c.
802, § 3; St.1952, c. 583, § 1; St.1954, c. 410; St.1964,
c. 592, § 10; Si. 1966, c. 104; St.1968, c. 464, §§ 2, 3;
St.1972, c. 470; St.1991, c. 481, § 19; St.1993, c. 145,
§ 5.
l 50 U.S.C.A. App. § 574.
§ 136A. Definitions applicable to Sees. 137 to
175
The following words and phrases as used in
sections one hundred and thirty-seven to one hun-
dred and seventy-five, inclusive, unless the context
otherwise requires, shall have the following mean-
ings:
"Adoption", the delivery of a cat or dog to any
person eighteen years of age or older for the pur-
pose of harboring as a pet.
"Commissioner", the commissioner of public
health.
"Director", the director of the division of ac-
counts of the department of corporations and taxa-
tion.
"Dog fund", the fees, fines and reimbursements
collected in connection with the licensing of dogs
and the enforcement of said sections.
"Dog officer", any officer appointed under said
sections to enforce the laws relating to dogs.
"Keeper", any person, corporation or society,
other than the owner, harboring or having in his
possession any dog.
"Kennel", one pack or collection of dogs on a
single premises, whether maintained for breeding,
boarding, sale, training, hunting or other purposes
and including any shop where dogs are on sale,
and also including every pack or collection of more
than three dogs three months old or over owned or
kept by a person on a single premises irrespective
of the purpose for which they are maintained.
"License period", the time between April first
and the following March thirty-first, both dates
inclusive.
"Live stock or fowls", animals or fowls kept or
propagated by the owner for food or as a means of
livelihood; also deer, elk, cottontail rabbits and
northern hares, pheasants, quail, partridge and
other birds and quadrupeds determined by the
department of fisheries, wildlife and environmental
law enforcement to be wild and kept by, or under a
permit from, said department in proper houses or
suitable enclosed yards. Such phrase shall not
include dogs, cats and other pets.
"Research institution", any institution operated
by the United States or by the commonwealth or
a political subdivision thereof, or any school or
college of medicine, public health, dentistry, phar-
macy, veterinary medicine or agriculture, medical
diagnostic laboratory or biological laboratory, hos-
pital or other educational or scientific establish-
ment within the commonwealth above the rank of
secondary school, which, in connection with any
of its activities, investigates or gives instruction
concerning the structure or functions of living or-
ganisms or the causes, prevention, control or cure
of diseases or abnormal conditions of human be-
ings or animals.
"Shelter", a public animal control facility, or any
other facility which is operated by any organization
or individual for the purpose of protecting animals
from cruelty, neglect, or abuse.
Added by St. 1934, c. 320, § 1. Amended bv St. 1943, c.
Ill, § 1; St.1975, c. 706, § 283; St.1983, c. 631, §§ 2, 3;
St.1985, c. 231, § 54; St.1987, c. 331, § 1.
§ 139A. Shelters; sale or gift of dog or cat not
spayed or neutered
No shelter shall sell or give away any dog or cat
that has not been spayed or neutered, unless a
deposit of not less than ten nor more than thirty
dollars for spaying or neutering such dog or cat
has been tendered to the shelter. The shelter may
make appropriate arrangements for the spaying or
neutering of such dog or cat by a licensed veteri-
narian, or may return the deposit to the person
purchasing or receiving the dog or cat upon pres-
entation of a written statement or receipt from a
veterinarian or clinic that the dog or cat has been
spayed or neutered by a licensed veterinarian.
Any dog or cat six months of age or older at the
time it is sold or given away by the shelter shall be
so spayed or neutered within sixty days, or the
deposit shall be deemed unclaimed. Any dog or
cat under six months of age at the time it is sold or
given away by the shelter shall be so spayed or
neutered within sixty days after reaching six
months of age, or the deposit shall be deemed
unclaimed.
Any deposit not claimed under this section shall
be used only for the following purposes:
(1) a public education program to prevent over-
population of dogs or cats;
(2) a program to spay or neuter dogs or cats;
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(3) a follow up program to assure that animals
sold or given away by the shelter are spayed or
neutered; or
(4) costs incurred under this section.
A shelter may enter into a cooperative agreement
with another shelter and with a veterinarian in
carrying out the provisions of this section.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 331, § 2.
§ 147A. By-laws and ordinances relative to
regulation of dogs
Any city or town which accepts the provisions of
this section is hereby empowered to enact by-laws
and ordinances relative to the regulation of dogs.
Except as hereinafter provided in clauses (a), (b)
and (c), and notwithstanding any contrary provi-
sion of sections one hundred and thirty-seven to
one hundred and seventy-four D, inclusive, relating
to the regulation of dogs or any special law relating
to the regulation of dogs, such by-laws and ordi-
nances may relate to, but not be limited to dog
licensing, establishing dog fees, disposition of fees,
appointment of dog officers, kennel licensing and
regulations, procedures for the investigation of and
reimbursement for damage caused by dogs, re-
straining of dogs and establishing penalties for a
breach thereof. No such by-law or ordinance shall
be inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter
relating to (a) the turning over or sale of animals to
any business or institution licensed or registered as
a research facility or animal dealer, as provided in
section one hundred and fifty-one; (b) the mini-
mum confinement period of dogs as provided in
section one hundred and fifty-one A; and (c) the
methods of execution, as provided in said section
one hundred and fifty-one A.
In any city or town which accepts this section, all
money received from licenses or recovered as fines
under any by-law or ordinance enacted pursuant to
the provisions of this section, shall be paid into the
treasury of said town or city and shall not thereaf-
ter be paid over by the town or city treasurer to the
county in which said town or city is located.
Any and all functions relating to the regulation of
dogs pursuant to section one hundred and thirty-
seven to one hundred and seventy-four D, inclusive,
which would otherwise be performed by the coun-
ty, by the county commissioner or otherwise, shall
not be performed by the county on behalf of any
city or town which is not a member of the county
dog fund.
Any and all costs which would otherwise be paid
out of the county dog fund shall not be paid by the
county to any city or town which is not a member
of the county dog fund, or to any city or town
which accepts this section and such cities and
towns shall thereupon be responsible for all costs
and expenses relating to the regulation of dogs.
Added by St.1985, c. 308. Amended by St. 1986, c. 201,
§ 1.
§ 149. Accounts of treasurers
Each county, city and town treasurer, except in
Suffolk county, shall keep an accurate and separate
account of all money received and expended by
him under the provisions of this chapter relating to
dogs.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1859, c. 225, § 1.
G.S.1860, c. 88, § 53.
St. 1864, c. 299, § 4.
St. 1867, c. 130, § 4.
P.S.1882, c. 102, § 85.
R.L.1902,c. 102, § 135.
§ 1 72. Disposition of balance of dog fund
Money received by a county treasurer under the
preceding sections relating to dogs, and not paid
out for damages, license blanks or books, record
books, anti-rabic vaccine or other purposes as re-
quired under said sections, shall, in January, be
paid back to the treasurers of the towns in propor-
tion to the amounts received from such towns, and
the money so refunded shall be expended for the
support of public libraries or schools. In Suffolk
county, money so received by the town treasurer
and not so paid out shall be expended by the school
committee for the support of public schools.
Amended by St.1932, c. 289, § 8.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1865, c. 197, § 3.
St. 1867, c. 130, § 12.
St.1869, c. 250, § 1.
P.S.1882, c. 102, § 107.
R.L.1902, c. 102, § 163.
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CHAPTER 143
INSPECTION AND REGULATION OF, AND LICENSES FOR,
BUILDINGS, ELEVATORS AND CINEMATOGRAPHS
Selected section
Section
9. Dangerous or abandoned structures removed or
made safe by local inspector; costs; penalty; use
of structure.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 9. Dangerous or abandoned structures re-
moved or made safe by local inspector;
costs; penalty; use of structure
If such report declares such structure to be dan-
gerous or to be unused, uninhabited or abandoned,
and open to the weather, and if the owner, lessee
or mortgagee in possession continues such refusal
or neglect, the local inspector shall cause it to be
made safe or taken down or to be made secure,
and, if the public safety so requires, said local
inspector may at once enter the structure, the land
on which it stands or the abutting land or build-
ings, with such assistance as he may require, and
secure or remove the same, and may remove and
evict, under the pertinent provisions of chapter two
hundred thirty-nine or otherwise, any tenant or
occupant thereof, and may erect such protection
for the public by proper fence or otherwise as may
be necessary, and for this purpose may close a
public highway. In the case of such demolition,
the local inspector shall cause such lot to be le-
velled to uniform grade by a proper sanitary fill.
The costs and charges incurred shall constitute a
debt due the city or town upon completion of the
work and the rendering of an account therefor to
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
the owner of such structure, and shall be enforced
in an action of contract, and such owner, lessee or
mortgagee in possession shall, for every day's con-
tinuance of such refusal or neglect after being so
notified, be punished by a fine of not less than one
hundred dollars. The provisions of the second
paragraph of section three A of chapter one hun-
dred and thirty-nine, relative to liens for such debt
and the collection of claims for such debt, shall
apply to any debt referred to in this section, except
that the local inspector shall act hereunder in place
of the mayor or board of selectmen. During the
time such order is in effect it shall be unlawful to
use or occupy such structure or any portion thereof
for any purpose.
Amended by St.1945, c. 697, § 2; St.1949, c. 156, § 5;
St.1949, c. 541, § 3; St.1957, c. 214, § 4; St.1959, c. 75;
St.1970, c. 649, § 5; St.1972, c. 802, § 25; St.1979, c.
479; SU992, c. 133, § 499.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1878, c. 47, §§ 4, 5.
P.S.1882, c. 104, § 7.
St.1894, c. 481, § 17.
St. 1899, c. 139, § 4.
R.L.1902, c. 104, § 7.
St. 1913, c. 655, § 7.
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CHAPTER 147
STATE AND OTHER POLICE, AND CERTAIN POWERS AND
DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
Selected sections
Section
1 7A. Additional days off or pay.
17B. Five day and forty hour week; compensation for
additional service; reduction in compensation.
17C. Time off or pay for overtime duty.
Section
17E. Overtime compensation upon discharge, resigna-
tion, retirement or death.
17F. Police chiefs; working on holidays; additional pay.
17G. Five day forty-hour week; overtime pay.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 1 7A. Additional days off or pay
If any police officer of a city or town is required
to work on January the first, July the fourth or
Christmas day, or the day following when any of
said days occurs on Sunday, or the third Monday
in February, the third Monday in April, the last
Monday in May, the first Monday in September,
the second or fourth Monday in October or Thanks-
giving day, he shall be given an additional day off,
or, if such additional day off cannot be given be-
cause of personnel shortage or other cause, he
shall be entitled to an additional day's pay; provid-
ed, that, in the case of any such police officer
whose regular day off, vacation day or a day on
which he is absent from duty because of injuries
sustained in line of duty, falls on any of the afore-
mentioned holidays, an additional day off shall be
allowed, or payment in lieu of one day shall be
allowed. Such additional day's pay shall be based
on the hourly rate of his regular compensation for
his average weekly hours of regular duty or such
higher rate as may be determined by the person or
persons authorized to establish pay scales in the
respective police departments. This section shall
take effect in a city having a Plan E charter when
accepted by the affirmative vote of a majority of the
city council, and in the case of other cities by vote
of the city council subject to the provisions of its
charter, and in a town by a majority vote at an
annual town meeting.
Added by St.1952, c. 268. Amended by St.1961, c. 200;
St. 1962, c. 318; St.1965, c. 205; St.1968, c. 704;
St.1970, c. 547, § 5.
§ 17B. Five day and forty hour week; compen-
sation for additional service; reduc-
tion in compensation
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the services of all
regular or permanent police officers of every city
and town which accepts this section shall be re-
stricted to five days and to forty hours in any one
week; provided, that service in excess of the afore-
said days and hours may be authorized by the
police commissioner, chief, superintendent or oth-
er officer or board at the head of the police depart-
ment of any such city or town and the officer
performing such additional service shall be com-
pensated at the hourly rate of his regular compen-
sation for his average weekly hours of regular duty
or such higher rate as may be determined by the
person or persons authorized to establish pay
scales in the respective police departments. The
compensation payable to any such police officer
shall not be reduced by reason of the acceptance of
this section. This section shall take effect in a city
having a Plan E or Plan D charter when accepted
by the affirmative vote of a majority of the city
council and in the case of other cities by vote of the
city council, subject to the provisions of its charter,
and in a town by a majority vote at the annual
town meeting.
Added by St. 1 956, c. 349.
§ 1 7C. Time off or pay for overtime duty
If a regular police officer in the service of a city
or town which has not accepted section seventeen
B shall be required to be on duty for any period in
excess of his regular hours of duty as from time to
time established, he may be given time off equal to
such period of overtime duty or, if time off cannot
be given by reason of a personnel shortage or other
cause, he may be paid for such period of overtime
duty at such an hourly rate as may be determined
by the authority in charge of the police department,
which rate shall in no event be less than one and
one half times the hourly rate of his regular com-
pensation for his average weekly hours of regular
duty.
Added by St. 1956, c. 349. Amended by St. 1969, c. 872,
§ 2.
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§ 1 7E. Overtime compensation upon discharge,
resignation, retirement or death
Whenever the employment of any police officer
subject to section one hundred and eleven H of
chapter forty-one or sections seventeen A, seven-
teen B, and seventeen C of this chapter is terminat-
ed during a year by dismissal through no fault or
delinquency on his part or by resignation, retire-
ment or death, without his having received the
compensation to which he is entitled under such
sections, he, or in case of his death, his estate, shall
be paid the full amount of such compensation,
provided that no monetary or other allowance has
already been made therefor. The official head of
the department in which the police officer was last
employed shall enter on the departmental payroll
all amounts payable under this section.
Added by St. 1962, c. 321, § 1.
§ 1 7F. Police chiefs; working on holidays; ad-
ditional pay
If the superintendent of police in the city of
Lowell, the city marshal in the cities of Newbury-
port and Salem, or the chief of police in any other
city or town, is on duty at any time on January the
first, July the fourth or Christmas day, or the day
following when any of said days occurs on Sunday,
or the third Monday in February, the third Monday
in April, the last Monday in May, the first Monday
in September, the second or fourth Monday in
October or Thanksgiving day, he shall be granted
an additional day's pay.
Added by St. 1969, c. 435, § 1. Amended by St. 1970, c.
547, § 5A.
§ 1 7G. Five day forty-hour week; overtime pay
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the services of all
regular or permanent police officers of every city
and town which accepts this section shall be re-
stricted to five days and to forty hours in any one
week; provided, that service in excess ol the afore-
said days and hours may be authorized by the
police commissioner, chief, superintendent or oth-
er officer or board at the head of the police depart-
ment of any such city or town and the officer
performing such additional service shall be com-
pensated at an hourly rate equal to one and one
half times the hourly rate of his regular compensa-
tion for his average weekly hours of regular duty or
such higher rate as may be determined by the
person or persons authorized to establish pay
scales in the respective police departments. The
compensation payable to any such police officer
shall not be reduced by reason of the acceptance of
this section. This section shall take effect in a city
having a Plan E or Plan D charter when accepted
by the affirmative vote of a majority of the city
council and in the case of other cities by vote of the
city council, subject to the provisions of its charter,
and in a town by a majority vote at the annual
town meeting.
Added by St. 1969, c. 872, § 1.
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CHAPTER 148
FIRE PREVENTION
Selected section
Section
5. Investigation of premises and alleys as to fire haz-
ards; remedy of conditions; expenses; penalty.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 5. Investigation of premises and alleys as to
fire hazards; remedy of conditions; ex-
penses; penalty
The marshal, the head of the fire department or
any person to whom the marshal or the head of the
fire department may delegate his authority in writ-
ing may, and upon complaint of a person having an
interest in any building or premises or property
adjacent thereto, shall, at any reasonable hour,
enter into buildings and upon premises, which
term for the purposes of the remainder of this
section shall include alleys adjacent thereto, within
their jurisdiction and make an investigation as to
the existence of conditions likely to cause fire.
They shall, in writing, order such conditions to be
remedied, and whenever such officers or persons
find in any building or upon any premises any
accumulation of combustible rubbish including, but
not limited to, waste paper, rags, cardboard, string,
packing material, sawdust, shavings, sticks, waste
leather or rubber, broken boxes or barrels or any
other refuse or useable materials that is or may
become dangerous as a fire menace or as an obsta-
cle to easy ingress into or egress from such build-
ings or premises, they shall, in writing, order the
same to be removed or such conditions to be
remedied. Notice of such order shall be served
upon the owner, occupant or his authorized agent
by a member of the fire or police department. If
said order is not complied with within twenty-four
hours, the person making such order, or any per-
son designated by him, may enter into such build-
ing or upon such premises and remove such refuse
or any useable materials or abate such conditions
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
at the expense of such owner or occupant. Any
expense so incurred by or on behalf of the com-
monwealth or of any city or town, shall be a debt
due the commonwealth or the city or town, as the
case may be, upon completion of such removal or
abatement and the rendering of an account there-
for to the owner. The provisions of the second
paragraph of section three A of chapter one hun-
dred and thirty-nine, relative to liens for such debt
and the collection of the claims for such debt, shall
apply to any debt referred to in this section, except
that the marshal or the head of the fire department
shall act hereunder in place of the mayor or board
of selectmen. In the case of debts due the com-
monwealth, the collector of taxes shall pay over to
the treasurer of the commonwealth the amounts
collected by him. Any such owner or occupant
who fails or refuses to comply with said order shall
be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars
for each consecutive forty-eight hours during
which such failure or refusal to comply continues.
Amended by St. 1945, c. 463; St.1962, c. 456; St. 1979, c.
516; St.1992, c. 133, § 500.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1894, c. 444, § 5.
R.L.1902, c. 32, § 5.
St.1902, c. 142, §§ 1,2.
St.1903, c. 365, § 1.
St.1904, c. 433, § 1.
St.1914, c. 795, § 8.
St.1919, c. 350, § 104.
St.1920, c. 436.
G.L.1921,c. 148, §§ 6, 34.
St.1928, c. 277, § 2.
St. 1929, c. 205, § 3.
St.1930, c. 399, § 1.
748
CHAPTER 149
LABOR AND INDUSTRIES
Selected sections
Section Section
33A. Five day and forty hour week for cities and towns; 44A.
emergencies; overtime; reduction ol compensa-
tion.
Five day week and eight hour day for cities and 148.
towns; overtime; reduction of compensation.
City and town employees; overtime; effective date.
33B.
33C.
Definitions; competitive bids; award; bonds; ex-
treme emergency situations; records contracts
not subjected to competitive bid process.
Payment of wages; commissions; exemption by
contract; persons deemed employers; provision
for cashing check or draft; violation of statute.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 33A. Five day and forty hour week for cities
and towns; emergencies; overtime;
reduction of compensation
Except as otherwise provided in this section and
notwithstanding any other provision of general or
special law, the service of all persons employed by
every city in which this section has been accepted
in the manner provided in earlier provisions there-
of, or shall be accepted, in the case of cities having
a Plan E charter, by the affirmative vote of two
thirds of all the members of the city council, and,
in the case of other cities by vote of the city
council, subject to the provisions of the charter,
and in every town in which it has been or shall be
accepted by vote of the town at an annual town
meeting, shall be restricted to five days and forty
hours in any one week; provided, that, in cases of
emergency, when the mayor or a city official desig-
nated by him, the city manager in cities having a
Plan E charter, or a city official designated by him,
and the board of selectmen or a town official
designated by them, determines that public necessi-
ty so requires, which determination shall be final
and conclusive, service in excess of the days and
hours aforesaid may be authorized by an officer of
such city or town or by any other person whose
duty it is to employ, direct or control such employ-
ees, and such additional service shall be compen-
sated for as overtime. This section shall not apply
to policemen, firemen, school teachers, incumbents
of offices specifically established by or under the
authority of any general law or special act, or such
other classes or groups of employees as from time
to time may be specifically exempted therefrom in
the manner provided for the acceptance of this
section. The compensation payable to any employ-
ee shall not be reduced by reason of acceptance of
this section.
Added by St. 1947, c. 649. Amended by St. 1948, c. 657.
§ 33B. Five day week and eight hour day for
cities and towns; overtime; reduc-
tion of compensation
Except as otherwise provided in this section and
notwithstanding any other provision of general or
special law, the service of all persons employed by
every city in which this section shall be accepted,
in the case of cities having a Plan E charter, by the
affirmative vote of two thirds of all the members of
the city council, and, in the case of other cities by
vote of the city council, subject to the provisions of
its charter, and in every town in which it shall be
accepted by vote of the town at an annual town
meeting, shall be restricted to five days and forty
hours in any one week, and eight hours in any one
day, and said eight hours shall be arranged to fall
within a period of not exceeding nine consecutive
hours; provided, that service in excess of the days
and hours aforesaid may be authorized by an offi-
cer of such city or town or by any other person
whose duty it is to employ, direct or control such
employees, and such additional service shall be
compensated for as overtime. This section shall
not apply to policemen, firemen, school teachers,
incumbents of offices specifically established by or
under the authority of any general law or special
act, or such other classes or groups of employees
as from time to time may be specifically exempted
therefrom in the manner provided for the accep-
tance of this section. The compensation payable to
any employee shall not be reduced by reason of
acceptance of this section. The provisions of sec-
tion thirty-three A shall not apply in any city or
town which accepts this section.
Added by St. 1 950, c. 653.
§ 33C. City and town employees; overtime; ef-
fective date
Notwithstanding any other provision of general
or special law, any permanent employee of a city
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or town who is required to work in excess of his
regular number of maximum hours per week as
regulated by law, ordinance or by-law or rule shall
be compensated for such additional hours of ser-
vice at a rate of one and one half times his regular
hourly compensation. The provisions of sections
thirty-three A and thirty-three B shall not apply in
any city or town which accepts this section.
This section shall take effect upon its acceptance
in a city having a Plan E charter, by the affirmative
vote of two thirds of all the members of the city
council, and, in any other city by vote of the city
council, subject to the provisions of its charter, and
in a town by majority vote at the annual town
meeting.
AddedbySt.l961,c. 510.
§ 44A. Definitions; competitive bids; award;
bonds; extreme emergency situations;
records contracts not subjected to
competitive bid process
(1) The words defined in this section shall have
the meaning set forth below whenever they appear
in sections forty-four A through forty-four H, in-
clusive, of this chapter unless indicated otherwise
or unless the context in which they are used clearly
requires a different meaning.
"Commissioner", means the commissioner of the
division of capital asset management and mainte-
nance or his designee.
"Public Agency" means a department, agency,
board, commission, authority, or other instrumen-
tality of the commonwealth or political subdivision
of the commonwealth, or two or more subdivisions
thereof but not including the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority;
"Responsible" means demonstrably possessing
the skill, ability and integrity necessary to faithfully
perform the work called for by a particular con-
tract, based upon a determination of competent
workmanship and financial soundness in accor-
dance with the provisions of section forty-four D of
this chapter;
"Eligible" means able to meet all requirements
for bidders or offerors set forth in sections forty-
four A through forty-four H of this chapter and not
debarred from bidding under section forty-four C
of this chapter or any other applicable law, and
who shall certify that he is able to furnish labor
that can work in harmony with all other elements
of labor employed or to be employed on the work.
"Modular Building", a pre-designed building or
units of a pre-designed building assembled and
equipped with internal plumbing, electrical or sim-
ilar systems prior to movement to the site where
such units are attached to each other and such
building is affixed to a foundation and connected to
external utilities; or any portable structure with
walls, a floor, and a roof, designed or used for the
shelter of persons or property, transportable in one
or more sections and affixed to a foundation and
connected to external utilities.
"Procurement", buying, purchasing, or other-
wise acquiring and installing a modular building,
and all functions that pertain to the acquisition and
installation of a modular building, including de-
scription of requirements, selection and solicitation
of sources, preparation and award of contract, and
all phases of contract administration.
"Proprietary environmental technology systems",
systems, in the town of Nantucket, including solid
waste related equipment, supporting structures,
and buildings, designed, manufactured, and pro-
duced under exclusive individual right to sell such
product, pertaining to solid waste related environ-
mental protection or remediation. Such systems
shall include, but not be limited to, sequential,
turnkey, construction management, design/build
procurement, and the phasing of such procure-
ment, including approval of design and construc-
tion stages as separate or combined phases.
[ Subsection (2) applicable as provided by
2009, 30, Sees. 17 and 46.]
(2)(A) Every contract or procurement for the
construction, reconstruction, installation, demoli-
tion, maintenance or repair of a building by a
public agency estimated to cost less than $10,000,
shall be obtained through the exercise of sound
business practices; provided, however, that the
public agency shall make and keep a record of each
such procurement; and provided further, that the
record shall, at a minimum, include the name and
address of the person from whom the services were
procured.
(B) Every contract for the construction, recon-
struction, installation, demolition, maintenance or
repair of any building estimated to cost not less
than $10,000 but not more than $25,000 shall be
awarded to the responsible person offering to per-
form the contract at the lowest price. The public
agency shall make public notification of the con-
tract and shall seek written responses from persons
who customarily perform such work. The public
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notification shall include a scope-of-work statement
that defines the work to be performed and provides
potential responders with sufficient information re-
garding the objectives and requirements of the pub-
lic agency and the time period within which the
work shall be completed. For the purposes of this
paragraph, "public notification" shall include, but
need not be limited to, posting at least 2 weeks
before the time specified in the notification for the
receipt of responses, the contract and scope-of-
work statement on the website of the public agen-
cy, on the COMPASS system, in the central register
published pursuant to section 20A of chapter 9 and
in a conspicuous place in or near the primary'
office of the public agency.
(C) Every contract for the construction, recon-
struction, installation, demolition, maintenance or
repair of any building by a public agency estimated
to cost not less than $25,000 but not more than
$100,000, except for a pumping station to be con-
structed as an integral part of a sewer construction
or water construction project bid under the provi-
sions of section 39M of chapter 30, shall be award-
ed to the lowest responsible and eligible bidder on
the basis of competitive bids publicly opened and
read in accordance with the procedure set forth in
said section 39M of said chapter 30. The term
"pumping station" as used in this section shall
mean a building or other structure which houses
solely pumps and appurtenant electrical and
plumbing fixtures.
(D) Every contract for the construction, recon-
struction, installation, demolition, maintenance or
repair of any building by a public agency estimated
to cost more than $100,000, except for a pumping
station to be constructed as an integral part of a
sewer construction or water construction project
bid under the provisions of section 39M of chapter
30, shall be awarded to the lowest responsible and
eligible general bidder on the basis of competitive
bids in accordance with the procedure set forth in
section 44A to 44H, inclusive.
(E) When the general court has approved the use
of an alternative mode of procurement of construc-
tion for a project pursuant to section 7E of chapter
29, the awarding authority responsible for procur-
ing construction services for the project shall fol-
low the policies and procedures of this section and
of section 44B to 44H, inclusive, to the extent
compatible with the mode of construction procure-
ment selected.
(F) Notwithstanding paragraph (E), a public
agency may undertake the procurement of modular
buildings, in accordance with section 44E. A pub-
lic agency may procure site work for modular
buildings, including but not limited to, construction
of foundations, installations, and attachment to ex-
ternal utilities, or any portion of site work, either in
combination with the procurement of modular
buildings pursuant to section 44E or on the basis of
competitive bids pursuant to the paragraph (E).
Notwithstanding the paragraph (E), a public agen-
cy may procure energy management services in
accordance with section 11C of chapter 25A and
regulations promulgated thereunder.
(3) The award of every such contract in connec-
tion with which approval by an officer, board or
agency of the federal government is required shall
be made within thirty days, Saturdays, Sundays
and legal holidays excluded, after such approval;
and the award of every contract subject to this
section in connection with which approval by an
officer, board or agency of the federal government
is not required shall be made within thirty days,
Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays excluded,
after the opening of the bids therefor. If the bidder
selected as the general contractor fails to perform
his agreement to execute a contract in accordance
with the terms of his bid and furnish a perform-
ance bond and also a labor and materials or pay-
ment bond as stated in his bid in accordance with
section forty-four E, an award shall be made to the
next lowest responsible and eligible bidder, subject
to the provisions of sections forty-four A to forty-
four H, inclusive, of this chapter. The thirty-day
time limit shall not be applicable to a second or
subsequent award made after expiration of the time
limit with the consent of said next lowest responsi-
ble and eligible bidder, and made because the
original award made within the time limit was
invalid, or because the bidder failed to execute the
contract or to provide a performance bond and
labor and materials or payment bond.
(4) In cases of extreme emergency, the awarding
authority may, with the prior approval of the com-
missioner, award a contract for that portion of the
work necessary to preserve the health or safety of
persons or property or to alleviate an imminent
security threat on the basis of such competitive
bids or proposals as it can obtain in time to care
for the extreme emergency and without public
opening of the bids or proposals.
Where the nature of the emergency prevents the
awarding authority from obtaining the prior ap-
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proval of the commissioner, the awarding authority
may contract for the necessary work without said
prior approval; provided, however, that the ap-
proval of the commissioner shall still be sought at
the earliest possible time; and provided, further,
that if the commissioner at that time fails to ap-
prove the emergency determination the awarding
authority shall promptly cease all work for which
the emergency determination was denied. In such
cases, the contractor shall be entitled to payment
for the fair value of the labor and materials fur-
nished prior to cessation of the work.
The commissioner shall maintain a record of all
contracts awarded pursuant to this subsection, con-
taining a description of the circumstances and the
reasons for the commissioner's determination.
(5) (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
section or any other general or special law to the
contrary, a municipality may enter into a contract
for proprietary environmental technology systems
as defined in subsection (1) of this section without
said contract being subject to the competitive bid
process as set forth in sections thirty-eight A/6 to
thirty-eight O, inclusive, of chapter seven; this sec-
tion and sections forty-four B to forty-four H, in-
clusive, of this chapter, and section thirty-nine M
of chapter thirty; provided that the awarding au-
thority meets the conditions set forth and receives
the approvals required in paragraph (b) of this
subsection.
(b) Prior to the issuance of any request for pro-
posal with respect to the awarding of any contract
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (a) of this
subsection, the awarding authority shall meet or
obtain each of the following conditions or required
approvals: (1) the municipality shall appoint quali-
fied persons to conduct a thorough review of all
available environmental technology, including both
proprietary and non-proprietary environmental
technology, and if the conclusion of this review is
that a contract for proprietary environmental tech-
nology systems is in the public interest, such con-
clusion shall be supported by sound documented
reasons in writing available for public inspection;
(2) the city council, the board of selectmen, or the
town meeting shall take a majority vote finding that
it is in the public interest to enter into a contract
for proprietary environmental technology systems,
as defined in subsection (1) of this section, provid-
ing such vote is supported by the conclusion of the
review conducted pursuant to condition (1); (3)
both the attorney general and the commissioner of
the department of environmental protection shall
grant written approval; (4) said contract shall be
subject to any limitation in the waiver of sections
thirty-eight A 56 to thirty-eight O, inclusive, of chap-
ter seven, sections forty-four A to forty-four H of
chapter one hundred and forty-nine, and section
thirty-nine M of chapter thirty imposed by either
the attorney general or the commissioner of the
department of environmental protection as a condi-
tion for a grant of approval by said officers; and
(5) every proprietary environmental technology
systems contract shall be as compatible with sec-
tions thirty-eight A to thirty-eight O, inclusive, of
chapter seven, sections forty-four A to forty-four H
of chapter one hundred and forty-nine, and section
thirty-nine M of chapter thirty as is feasible for the
procurement of the proprietary environmental
technology systems chosen.
Added by St. 1980, c. 579, § 55. Amended by St. 1983, c.
701, § 5A; St.1984, c. 484, §§ 44, 45; St.1985, c. 675;
St.1988, c. 210, §§ 3 to 6; St.1990, c. 481, § 50; St.1991,
c. 138, §§ 239, 240; St.1992, c. 286, §§ 205 to 207;
St.1994, c. 60, § 136; St. 1994, c. 126, § 16; St. 1996, c.
151, §§ 379, 380; St. 1997, c. 19, § 69; St.1998, c. 194,
§ 182; St.2004, c. 193, §§ 11, 12, eff. July 19, 2004;
St.2009, c. 166, § 30, eff. Nov. 24, 2009; St.2010, c. 188,
§ 63, eff. July 27, 2010; St.2010, c. 409, § 16, eff. Jan. 3,
2011.
§ 148. Payment of wages; commissions; ex-
emption by contract; persons deemed
employers; provision for cashing
check or draft; violation of statute
Every person having employees in his service
shall pay weekly or bi-weekly each such employee
the wages earned by him to within six days of the
termination of the pay period during which the
wages were earned if employed for five or six days
in a calendar week, or to within seven days of the
termination of the pay period during which the
wages were earned if such employee is employed
seven days in a calendar week, or in the case of an
employee who has worked for a period of less than
five days, hereinafter called a casual employee,
shall, within seven days after the termination of
such period, pay the wages earned by such casual
employee during such period, but any employee
leaving his employment shall be paid in full on the
following regular pay day, and, in the absence of a
regular pay day, on the following Saturday; and
any employee discharged from such employment
shall be paid in full on the day of his discharge, or
in Boston as soon as the laws requiring pay rolls,
bills and accounts to be certified shall have been
complied with; and the commonwealth, its depart-
ments, officers, boards and commissions shall so
pay every mechanic, workman and laborer em-
ployed by it or them, and every person employed in
any other capacity by it or them in any penal or
752
LABOR AND INDUSTRIES 149 § 148
charitable institution, and every county and city
shall so pay every employee engaged in its business
the wages or salary earned by him, unless such
mechanic, workman, laborer or employee requests
in writing to be paid in a different manner; and
every town shall so pay each employee engaged in
its business if so required by him; but an employee
absent from his regular place of labor at a time
fixed for payment shall be paid thereafter on de-
mand; provided, however, that the department of
telecommunications and energy, after hearing, may
authorize a railroad corporation or a parlor or
sleeping car corporation to pay the wages of any of
its employees less frequently than weekly, if such
employees prefer less frequent payments, and if
their interests and the interests of the public will
not suffer thereby; and provided, further, that em-
ployees engaged in a bona fide executive, adminis-
trative or professional capacity as determined by
the attorney general and employees whose salaries
are regularly paid on a weekly basis or at a weekly
rate for a work week of substantially the same
number of hours from week to week may be paid
bi-weekly or semi-monthly unless such employee
elects at his own option to be paid monthly; and
provided, further, that employees engaged in agri-
cultural work may be paid their wages monthly; in
either case, however, failure by a railroad corpora-
tion or a parlor or sleeping car corporation to pay
its employees their wages as authorized by the said
department, or by an employer of employees en-
gaged in agricultural work to pay monthly the
wages of his or her employees, shall be deemed a
violation of this section; and provided, further, that
an employer may make payment of wages prior to
the time that they are required to be paid under the
provisions of this section, and such wages together
with any wages already earned and due under this
section, if any, may be paid weekly, bi-weekly, or
semi-monthly to a salaried employee, but in no
event shall wages remain unpaid by an employer
for more than six days from the termination of the
pay period in which such wages were earned by
the employee. For the purposes of this section the
words salaried employee shall mean any employee
whose remuneration is on a weekly, bi-weekly,
semi-monthly, monthly or annual basis, even
though deductions or increases may be made in a
particular pay period. The word "wages" shall
include any holiday or vacation payments due an
employee under an oral or written agreement. An
employer, when paying an employee his wage,
shall furnish to such employee a suitable pay slip,
check stub or envelope showing the name of the
employer, the name of the employee, the day,
month, year, number of hours worked, and hourly
rate, and the amounts of deductions or increases
made for the pay period.
Compensation paid to public and non-public
school teachers shall be deemed to be fully earned
at the end of the school year, and proportionately
earned during the school year; provided, however,
that payment of such compensation may be de-
ferred to the extent that equal payments may be
established for a 12 month period including
amounts payable in July and August subsequent to
the end of the school year.
Every railroad corporation shall furnish each
employee with a statement accompanying each
payment of wages listing current accrued total
earnings and taxes and shall also furnish said em-
ployee with each such payment a listing of his daily
wages and the method used to compute such
wages.
This section shall apply, so far as apt, to the
payment of commissions when the amount of such
commissions, less allowable or authorized deduc-
tions, has been definitely determined and has be-
come due and payable to such employee, and com-
missions so determined and due such employees
shall be subject to the provisions of section one
hundred and fifty.
This section shall not apply to an employee of a
hospital which is supported in part by contribu-
tions from the commonwealth or from any city or
town, nor to an employee of an incorporated hospi-
tal which provides treatment to patients free of
charge, or which is conducted as a public charity,
unless such employee requests such hospital to pay
him weekly. This section shall not apply to an
employee of a co-operative association if he is a
shareholder therein, unless he requests such associ-
ation to pay him weekly, nor to casual employees
as hereinbefore defined employed by the common-
wealth or by any county, city or town.
No person shall by a special contract with an
employee or by any other means exempt himself
from this section or from section one hundred and
fifty. The president and treasurer of a corporation
and any officers or agents having the management
of such corporation shall be deemed to be the
employers of the employees of the corporation
within the meaning of this section. Every public
officer whose duty it is to pay money, approve,
audit or verify pay rolls, or perform any other
official act relative to payment of any public em-
ployees, shall be deemed to be an employer of such
employees, and shall be responsible under this sec-
tion for any failure to perform his official duty
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relative to the payment of their wages or salaries, p's'issVc^s § 12
unless he is prevented from performing the same St.1886, c. 87, §§ 1,2.
through no fault on his part. St. 1887, c. 399, § l.
Any employer paying wages to an employee by S'lSic. sSf^Si, 65.
check or draft shall provide for such employee St'l89s! c. 43s'.
such facilities for the cashing of such check or draft St. 1896, c. 241.
at a bank or elsewhere, without charge by deduc- St. 1 896, c. 334.
tion from the face amount thereof or otherwise, as
st" 1
899*
c 247
shall be deemed by the attorney general to be st.l90o! c. 47(1
reasonable. The state treasurer may in his discre- r.l.1902, c. 106, § 62.
tion in writing exempt himself and any other public St.1902, c. 450.
officer from the provisions of this paragraph.
st'i907 c 193'
An employer paying his employees on a weekly St. 1908, c. 650.
basis on July first, nineteen hundred and ninety- St. 1909, c. 514, §§ 112,145.
two shall, prior to paying said employees on a bi-
st i9U c 208
weekly basis, provide each employee with written su9m! c. 2M.
notice of such change at least ninety days in ad- St.1915, c. 75.
vance of the first such bi-weekly paycheck. St. 1916, c. 229.
i ii i • u j St.1918, c. 87.
Whoever violates this section shall be punished st.1919, c. 350, § 117.
or shall be subject to a civil citation or order as St. 1921, c. 51.
provided in section 27C. St.l923, c. 136.
Amended by St.1932, c. 101, § 1; St.1935, c. 350; ft. 1924, c. 145.
St.1936, c. 160; St.1943, c. 378; St.1943, c. 467; St.1925,
c. 165.
St.1943, c. 563; St.1946, c. 414; St.1951, c. 28; St.1955, St. 1929, c.
1 17.
c. 506; St.1956, c. 259; St. 1 960, c. 416; St.1966, c. 319;
St. 1970, c. 760, § 12; St.1971, c. 387; St.1971, c. 590;
St.1977, c. 664; St.1979, c. 633; St.1987, c. 559, § 29;
St. 1990, c. 162, § 1; St.1991, c. 138, § 331; St.1992, c.
133, §§ 502 to 504; St.1993, c. 110, § 181; St.1996, c.
151, §§ 426,427; St.1997, c. 164, § 117; St.1998, c. 236,
§ 10; St.2008, c. 532, eff. April 15, 2009.
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CHAPTER 150E
LABOR RELATIONS: PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
Chapter 150E of the General Laws was added by St. 1973, c. 1078, § 2.
Selected section
Section
7. Collective bargaining agreements; term; appropria-
tion requests; provisions; legal conflicts, priority
of agreement.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 7. Collective bargaining agreements; term;
appropriation requests; provisions; legal
conflicts, priority of agreement
(a) Any collective bargaining agreement reached
between the employer and the exclusive represen-
tative shall not exceed a term of three years. The
agreement shall be reduced to writing, executed by
the parties, and a copy of such agreement shall be
filed with the commission and with the house and
senate committees on ways and means forthwith by
the employer.
(b) The employer, other than the board of higher
education or the board of trustees of the University
of Massachusetts, the chief justice for administra-
tion and management, a county sheriff, the PCA
quality home care workforce council, the alcoholic
beverage control commission, or the state lottery
commission, shall submit to the appropriate legis-
lative body within thirty days after the date on
which the agreement is executed by the parties, a
request for an appropriation necessary to fund the
cost items contained therein; provided, that if the
general court is not in session at that time, such
request shall be submitted at the next session there-
of. If the appropriate legislative body duly rejects
the request for an appropriation necessary to fund
the cost items, such cost items shall be returned to
the parties for further bargaining. The provisions
of the preceding two sentences shall not apply to
agreements reached by school committees in cities
and towns in which the provisions of section thirty-
four of chapter seventy-one are operative.
(c) The provisions of this paragraph shall apply
to the board of higher education, the board of
trustees of the University of Massachusetts, the
chief justice for administration and management, a
county sheriff, the PCA quality home care work-
force council, the alcoholic beverage control com-
mission, Massachusetts Department of Transporta-
tion and the state lottery commission.
Every such employer shall submit to the gover-
nor, within thirty days after the date on which a
collective bargaining agreement is executed by the
parties, a request for an appropriation necessary to
fund such incremental cost items contained therein
as are required to be funded in the then current
fiscal year, provided, however, that if such agree-
ment first has effect in a subsequent fiscal year,
such request shall be submitted pursuant to the
provisions of this paragraph. Every such employer
shall append to such request an estimate of the
monies necessary to fund such incremental cost
items contained therein as are required to be fund-
ed in each fiscal year, during the term of the
agreement, subsequent to the fiscal year for which
such request is made and shall submit to the gener-
al court within the aforesaid thirty days, a copy of
such request and such appended estimate; provid-
ed, further, that every such employer shall append
to such request copies of each said collective bar-
gaining agreement, together with documentation
and analyses of all changes to be made in the
schedules of permanent and temporary positions
required by said agreement. Whenever the gover-
nor shall have failed, within forty-five days from
the date on which such request shall have been
received by him, to recommend to the general
court that the general court appropriate the monies
so requested, the request shall be referred back to
the parties for further bargaining.
(d) If a collective bargaining agreement reached
by the employer and the exclusive representative
contains a conflict between matters which are
within the scope of negotiations pursuant to section
six of this chapter and any municipal personnel
ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation; the regula-
tions of a police chief pursuant to section ninety-
seven A of chapter forty-one or of a police commis-
sioner or other head of a police or public safety
department of a municipality; the regulations of a
fire chief or other head of a fire department pursu-
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ant to chapter forty-eight; any of the following
statutory provisions or rules or regulations made
thereunder:
(a) the second paragraph of section twenty-eight
of chapter seven;
(a 1/2) section six E of chapter twenty-one;
(b) sections fifty to fifty-six, inclusive, of chapter
thirty-five;
(b 1/2) section seventeen / of chapter one hun-
dred and eighty;
(c) section twenty-four A, paragraphs (4) and (5)
of section forty-five, paragraphs (1), (4) and (10) of
section forty-six, section forty-nine, as it applies to
allocation appeals, and section fifty-three of chap-
ter thirty;
(d) sections twenty-one A and twenty-one B of
chapter forty;
(e) sections one hundred and eight D to one
hundred and eight /, inclusive, and sections one
hundred and eleven to one hundred and eleven /,
inclusive, of chapter forty-one;
(f) section thirty-three A of chapter forty-four;
(g) sections fifty-seven to fifty-nine, inclusive, of
chapter forty-eight;
(g 1/2) section sixty-two of chapter ninety-two;
(h) sections fourteen to seventeen E, inclusive, of
chapter one hundred and forty-seven;
(i) sections thirty to forty-two, inclusive, of chap-
ter one hundred and forty-nine;
(j) section twenty-eight A of chapter seven;
(k) sections forty-five to fifty, inclusive, of chap-
ter thirty;
(/) sections thirty, thirty-three and thirty-nine of
chapter two hundred and seventeen;
(m) sections sixty-one, sixty-three and sixty-eight
of chapter two hundred and eighteen;
(n) sections sixty-nine to seventy-three, inclusive,
and seventy-five, eighty and eighty-nine of chapter
two hundred and twenty-one;
(o) section fifty-three C of chapter two hundred
and sixty-two;
(p) sections eighty-four, eighty-five, eighty-nine,
ninety-four and ninety-nine B of chapter two hun-
dred and seventy-six;
(q) section eight of chapter two hundred and
eleven B, the terms of the collective bargaining
agreement shall prevail.
Added by St. 1973, c. 1078, § 2. Amended by St. 1974, c
589, § 1; St. 1976, c. 480, § 21; St.1977, c. 278, § 4
St.1977, c. 937, § 3; St.1978, c. 478, § 77; St.1979, c
342, § 13B; St.1980, c. 329, §§ 125, 126; St.1980, c
354, § 17A; St.1983, c. 248; St. 1986, c. 222; St.1987, c
40; St.1991, c. 142, §§ 26, 27; St.1992, c. 379, §§ 31, 32
St.1996, c. 12, §§ 7, 8; St. 1997, c. 66, § 23; St.1998, c
9; St.1998, c. 194, §§ 186, 187; St.2003, c. 140, § 36, eff.
July 1, 2003; St.2007, c. 42, § 8, eff. May 16, 2007
St.2009, c. 25, § 100, eff. July 1, 2009; St.2010, c. 359,
§ 24, eff. Oct. 15, 2010.
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CHAPTER 160
RAILROADS
Selected section
Section
87. Limitation upon lax exemption.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 87. Limitation upon tax exemption Historical and Statutory Notes
St. 1853, c. 351, § 3.
Land, outside the location of the railroad five c^^'^^'wl 'St. 1874, c. 372, § 62.
rods in width, taken or purchased for railroad, P.S.1882, c. 112, § 92.
depot or station purposes shall not be exempt from rl 1902°'
3
n'l § 96
taxation. St.1906, c. 463, pt. 2, §§ 79, 258.
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CHAPTER 164
MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF GAS AND ELECTRICITY
Selected sections
Section
56. Management of plant.
Municipal light commission; definition; contracts
of members.
Contracts of commission; requisites.
Contracts of commission; filing with city or town
auditor; preservation; public inspection; penal-
ty-
Contracts of commission; advertisements and bids;
application of section.
Manager's annual financial report; tax levy; ex-
penditure of income.
Appropriations for maintenance and operation;
payment in advance of receipts.
56A.
56B.
56C.
56D.
57.
57A.
Section
58B. Lien upon real estate for nonpayment of service
charges.
58C. Time for and length of lien.
58D. Unpaid charges added to real estate taxes.
58E. Interest on taxes due by reason of unpaid charges.
58F. Abatement of real estate tax imposed by reason of
unpaid charges.
69A. Purchase, sale and distribution of natural gas by
municipality.
143. Small municipal renewable energy generating fa-
cilities; issuance of bonds and notes; procure-
ment of required services; receipt and use of
revenues.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 56. Management of plant
The mayor of a city, or the selectmen or munici-
pal light board, if any, of a town acquiring a gas or
electric plant shall appoint a manager of municipal
lighting who shall, under the direction and control
of the mayor, selectmen or municipal light board, if
any, and subject to this chapter, have full charge of
the operation and management of the plant, the
manufacture and distribution of gas or electricity,
the purchase of supplies, the employment of attor-
neys and of agents and servants, the method, time,
price, quantity and quality of the supply, the collec-
tion of bills, and the keeping of accounts. His
compensation and term of office shall be fixed in
cities by the city council and in towns by the
selectmen or municipal light board, if any; and,
before entering upon the performance of his offi-
cial duties, he shall give bond to the city or town
for the faithful performance thereof in a sum and
form and with sureties to the satisfaction of the
mayor, selectmen or municipal light board, if any,
and shall, at the end of each municipal year, render
to them such detailed statement of his doings and
of the business and financial matters in his charge
as the department may prescribe. All moneys pay-
able to or received by the city, town, manager or
municipal light board in connection with the oper-
ation of the plant, for the sale of gas or electricity
or otherwise, shall be paid to the city or town
treasurer. All accounts rendered to or kept in the
gas or electric plant of any city shall be subject to
the inspection of the city auditor or officer having
similar duties, and in towns they shall be subject to
the inspection of the selectmen. The auditor or
officer having similar duties, or the selectmen, may
require any person presenting for settlement an
account or claim against such plant to make oath
before him or them, in such form as he or they may
prescribe, as to the accuracy of such account or
claim. The wilful making of a false oath shall be
punishable as perjury. The auditor or officer hav-
ing similar duties in cities, and the selectmen in
towns, shall approve the payment of all bills or
payrolls of such plants before they are paid by the
treasurer, and may disallow and refuse to approve
for payment, in whole or in part, any claim as
fraudulent, unlawful or excessive; and in that case
the auditor or officer having similar duties, or the
selectmen, shall file with the city or town treasurer
a written statement of the reasons for the refusal;
and the treasurer shall not pay any claim or bill so
disallowed. This section shall not abridge the pow-
ers conferred on town accountants by sections fifty-
five to sixty-one, inclusive, of chapter forty-one.
The manager shall at any time, when required by
the mayor, selectmen, municipal light board, if any,
or department, make a statement to such officers of
his doings, business, receipts, disbursements, bal-
ances, and of the indebtedness of the town in his
department.
Amended by St. 1958, c. 160; St.1998, c. 463, § 136.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l891,c. 370, § 8.
St. 1893, c. 454, § 10.
R.L.1902, c. 34, § 20.
St. 1905, c. 410, § 3.
St. 1914, c. 742, §§ 113, 199.
St.1929, c. 266.
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§ 56A. Municipal light commission; definition;
contracts of members
The words "municipal light commission" as used
in this section and in sections fifty-six B to fifty-six
E, inclusive, shall mean a light commission, gas
and electric commission or similar body estab-
lished by act of the legislature and vested with all
powers and duties formerly exercised by the mayor
and selectmen under this chapter, and with the
powers and duties conferred upon municipal light
boards under this chapter.
No member of a municipal light commission or
manager thereof shall directly or indirectly make a
contract with the city or municipal lighting plant
or receive any commission, discount, bonus, gift,
contribution or reward from or any share in the
profits of any person making or performing such
contract unless such member or manager immedi-
ately upon learning of the existence of such con-
tract, or that such contract is proposed, shall notify
in writing the municipal light commission or city of
the nature of his interest in such contract and shall
abstain from doing any official act on behalf of the
commission or plant in reference thereto.
A violation of any provision of this section shall
render the contract in respect to which such viola-
tion occurs voidable at the option of the commis-
sion. Any person violating the provisions of this
section shall be punished by a fine of not less than
fifty nor more than one thousand dollars or by
imprisonment for not more than one year, or both.
This section shall not apply to contracts of em-
ployment between a municipal lighting plant and
its manager.
This section shall not apply to contracts between
the city or municipal lighting plant and a corpora-
tion of which the member or manager is a stock-
holder or bondholder, unless the member or man-
ager or a member of his immediate family owns or
controls more than one per cent of the capital stock
or more than one per cent of the outstanding bonds
of such corporation.
Added by St. 1960, c. 643.
§ 56B. Contracts of commission; requisites
All contracts made by a municipal light commis-
sion where the amount involved is five thousand
dollars or more shall be in writing. Any contract
made as aforesaid may be required to be accompa-
nied by a bond with sureties satisfactory to the
municipal light commission, or by a deposit of
money, certified check or other security for the
faithful performance thereof, and such bonds or
other securities shall be deposited with the city or
town treasurer until the contract has been carried
out in all respects; and no such contract shall be
altered except by a written agreement of the con-
tractor, the sureties on his bond, if any, and the
officer or members of the municipal light commis-
sion making the contract.
Added by St.1960, c. 643. Amended by St. 1991, c. 283,
§ 1.
§ 56C. Contracts of commission; filing with
city or town auditor; preservation;
public inspection; penalty
Every municipal light commission or manager
thereof, who makes or executes a contract on be-
half of a municipal lighting plant, where the
amount involved is five thousand dollars or more,
shall furnish said contract or a copy thereof to the
city or town auditor within one week after its
execution. Said city or town auditor shall keep
such contract or copy on file, open to public in-
spection during business hours. Such contracts or
copies shall be kept in a separate book, arranged
according to the subject of the contract, or in other
convenient form. An index of the subject matter of
the contracts and to the names of the contractors
shall be made semi-annually, and shall also be
open to public inspection in some convenient form.
All allowances under and additions to such con-
tracts, or copies thereof, shall be filed with the city
or town auditor, together with a sworn statement
of the officer making such allowances or additions
that the same are correct and in accordance with
the contract. A city or town auditor, municipal
light commissioner or manager wilfully failing to
comply with this section shall be punished by a fine
of not less than ten nor more than one hundred
dollars.
Added bv St.1960, c. 643. Amended by St. 1991, c. 283,
§ 2.
§ 56D. Contracts of commission; advertise-
ments and bids; application of sec-
tion
No contract for the purchase of equipment, sup-
plies or materials, the actual or estimated cost of
which amounts to $25,000 or more, and no con-
tract for the purchase of generation, transmission
or distribution equipment, the actual cost or esti-
mated cost of which amounts to $25,000 or more,
except in cases of special emergencies involving the
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health, safety or welfare of the people or their
property, shall be awarded unless proposals for the
same have been invited by advertisement in at least
one newspaper published in the city or town in
which the lighting plant is located, or, if there is no
such newspaper, in a newspaper published in the
same county, such publication to be at least one
week before the time specified for the opening of
said proposals. Such advertisement shall state the
time and place for opening the proposals in answer
to said advertisement, and shall reserve to the
municipal light commission the right to reject any
or all such proposals. All such proposals shall be
opened in public. No bill or contract shall be split
or divided for the purpose of evading any provision
of this section. This section shall not apply to
contracts for the supply of electricity to a munici-
pal lighting plant.
Added by St.1960, c. 643. Amended by St.1968, c. 16;
St. 1978, c. 301; St.1981, c. 226, § 1; St.1991, c. 283,
§ 3; St.1997, c. 164, § 198; St.2001, c. 130, §§ 1, 2.
§57. Manager's annual financial report; tax
levy; expenditure of income
At the beginning of each fiscal year, the manager
of municipal lighting shall furnish to the mayor,
selectmen or municipal light board, if any, an esti-
mate of the income from sales of gas and electricity
to private consumers during the ensuing fiscal
year, and of the expense of the plant during said
year, meaning the gross expenses of operation,
maintenance and repair, the interest on the bonds,
notes or certificates of indebtedness issued to pay
for the plant, an amount for depreciation equal to
three per cent of the cost of the plant exclusive of
land and any water power appurtenant thereto, or
such smaller or larger amount as the department
may approve, the requirements of the sinking fund
or debt incurred for the plant, and the loss, if any,
in the operation of the plant during the preceding
year, and of the cost, as defined in section fifty-
eight, of the gas and electricity to be used by the
town. The town shall include in its annual appro-
priations and in the tax levy not less than the
estimated cost of the gas and electricity to be used
by the town as above defined and estimated. By
cost of the plant is intended the total amount
expended on the plant to the beginning of the fiscal
year for the purpose of establishing, purchasing,
extending or enlarging the same. By loss in opera-
tion is intended the difference between the actual
income from private consumers plus the appropria-
tions for maintenance for the preceding fiscal year
and the actual expense of the plant, reckoned as
above, for that year in case such expenses exceeded
the amount of such income and appropriation.
The income from sales and the money appropriated
as aforesaid shall be used to pay the annual ex-
pense of the plant, defined as above, for the fiscal
year, except that no part of the sum therein includ-
ed for depreciation shall be used for any other
purpose than renewals in excess of ordinary re-
pairs, extensions, reconstruction, enlargements and
additions. The surplus, if any, of said annual al-
lowances for depreciation after making the above
payments shall be kept as a separate fund and used
for renewals other than ordinary repairs, exten-
sions, reconstructions, enlargements and additions
in succeeding years, and for the cost of plant,
nuclear decommissioning costs, the costs of con-
tractual commitments, and deferred costs related
to such commitments which the city council, the
board of selectmen, or the municipal light board, if
any, determines are above market value. Said
depreciation fund shall be kept and managed by
the town treasurer as a separate fund, subject to
appropriation by the city council or selectmen or
municipal light board, if any, for the foregoing
purpose. Upon his own initiative or upon the
request of the city council, selectmen or municipal
light board, the treasurer shall invest or deposit the
same as permitted by section fifty-five A of chapter
forty-four, and any income thereon shall be credit-
ed to the depreciation fund. So much of said fund
as the department may from time to time approve
may also be used to pay notes, bonds or certificates
of indebtedness issued to pay for the cost of recon-
struction or renewals in excess of ordinary repairs,
when such notes, bonds or certificates of indebted-
ness become due. All appropriations for the plant
shall be either for the annual expense defined as
above, or for extensions, reconstruction, enlarge-
ments or additions; and no appropriation shall be
used for any purpose other than that stated in the
vote making the same. No bonds, notes or certifi-
cates of indebtedness shall be issued by a town for
the annual expenses as defined in this section.
Amended by St. 1963, c. 347, § 3; St.1977, c. 327;
St.1997, c. 164, § 199.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l891,c. 370, §§ 4, 8.
R.L.I 902, c. 34, § 21.
St. 1905, c. 410, § 4.
St. 1906, c. 411.
St. 1908, c. 486.
St. 1914, c. 742, §§ 114, 199.
St.1918, c. 77, § 1.
St.l931,c. 426, § 77.
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§ 57A. Appropriations for maintenance and op-
eration; payment in advance of re-
ceipts
Any city or town having a municipal light plant
may appropriate money for the maintenance and
operation of such plant, specifying that the same
shall be taken from the receipts of the department;
and where such appropriations are made, the city
or town treasurer may, in advance of the collection
of said receipts, pay bills on account of the said
appropriations, and any sum so advanced shall be
repaid to the city or town from such receipts, when
collected, and shall be applied as reimbursement to
the city or town, or to the payment of any tempo-
rary loan made by the city or town in anticipation
of revenue of that year.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.l922,c. 184.
§ 58B. Lien upon real estate for nonpayment
of service charges
If the rates and charges due to a municipal
lighting plant, which accepts the provisions of this
section and sections fifty-eight C to fifty-eight F,
inclusive, by vote of its municipal light board, as
defined in section sixty-nine B and, by its manager
of municipal lighting, files a certificate of such
acceptance in the proper registry of deeds and files
a copy of said certificate with the collector of taxes
of the city or town in which the lien hereinafter
mentioned is to take effect, for supplying or provid-
ing for gas, electricity, steam, or services, or fur-
nishing materials or appliances in connection
therewith to or for any real estate at the request of
the owner are not paid on or before their due date
as established by the municipal light board, such
rates and charges, together with interest due there-
on and costs, including attorneys fees, relative
thereto, shall be a lien upon such real estate. The
registrar of deeds shall record such certificate of
acceptance in a book to be kept for the purpose,
which shall be kept in an accessible location in the
registry of deeds.
Added by St.1980, c. 551. Amended by St.1981, c. 145.
§ 1.
§ 58C. Time for and length of lien
Such lien shall take effect by operation of law on
the day immediately following the due date of such
rate or charge, and, unless dissolved by payment or
abatement, shall continue until such rate or charge
has been added to or committed as a tax under
sec lion fifty-eight D, and thereafter, unless so dis-
solved, shall continue as provided in section thirty-
seven of chapter sixty; provided, however, that if
any such rate or charge is not added to or commit-
ted as a tax under section fifty-eight D for the next
fiscal year commencing after the inception of the
lien under this section, then said lien shall termi-
nate on October first of the third year following the
year in which such charge becomes due.
Notwithstanding such lien any such overdue rate
or charge may be collected through any legal
means, including the shutting off of gas, electricity,
steam or services, which may be deemed advisable;
provided, that after the termination of such a lien,
no city, town or municipal lighting plant shall
attempt to enforce, by shutting off the gas, electrici-
ty, steam or service, collection of such rate or
charge from any person, not liable therefor, who
has succeeded to the title or interest of the person
incurring such rate or charge.
Added by St.1980, c. 551. Amended by St. 1989, c. 469,
§ 3.
§ 58D. Unpaid charges added to real estate tax-
es
If a rate or charge for which a lien is in effect
under section fifty-eight C has not been added to or
committed as a tax and remains unpaid when the
assessors are preparing a real estate tax list and
warrant to be committed by them under section
fifty-three of chapter fifty-nine, the manager of mu-
nicipal lighting shall certify such rate or charge to
the assessors, who shall forthwith add such rate or
charge to the tax on the property to which it relates
and commit it with their warrant to the collector of
taxes as part of such tax. If the property to which
such tax or rate relates is tax exempt, such rate or
charge shall be committed as the tax.
Added by St.1980, c. 551.
§ 58E. Interest on taxes due by reason of un-
paid charges
Except as otherwise provided, the provisions of
chapters fifty-nine and sixty shall apply, so far as
pertinent, to all rates and charges certified to the
assessors under section fifty-eight D. Without lim-
iting the generality of the foregoing, upon commit-
ment as a tax or part of a tax under section fifty-
eight D, all such rates and charges shall be subject
to the provisions of law relative to interest on the
taxes of which they become, or, if the property
were not tax exempt would become, a part; and
the collector of taxes shall have the same powers
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and be subject to the same duties with respect to
such rates and charges as in the case of annual
taxes upon real estate, and the provisions of law
relative to the collection of such annual taxes, the
sale or taking of land for the nonpayment thereof
and the redemption of land so sold or taken shall,
except as otherwise provided, apply to such rates
and charges.
Upon collection of such rates or charges certified
to the assessors under section fifty-eight D, the city
or town shall appropriate said amount solely for
the purposes of the municipal lighting plant.
Added by St. 1 980, c. 551.
§ 58F. Abatement of real estate tax imposed by
reason of unpaid charges
An owner of real estate aggrieved by a charge
imposed thereon under sections fifty-eight B to
fifty-eight E, inclusive, may apply for an abatement
thereon by filing a petition with the municipal light
board, as defined in section sixty-nine B, within the
time allowed by law for filing an application for
abatement of the tax of which such charge is, or, if
the property were not tax exempt, would have been
a part, and if such board finds that such charge is
more than is properly due, a reasonable abatement
shall be made.
Added by St. 1980, c. 551.
§ 69A. Purchase, sale and distribution of natu-
ral gas by municipality
Any city or town which maintains or operates a
municipal lighting plant which includes a gas plant
may purchase, sell and distribute natural gas, and
the provisions of sections thirty-four to sixty-nine,
inclusive, so far as apt, shall apply to the purchase,
sale and distribution by such city or town of natu-
ral gas. Every such city or town purchasing, sell-
ing and distributing natural gas shall have all the
powers and be subject to all the liabilities of said
sections, including the authority to borrow money
for the establishment, extension or enlargement of
a plant and providing facilities for the purchase,
sale and distribution of natural gas.
Added by St. 1950, c. 419.
§ 143. Small municipal renewable energy gen-
erating facilities; issuance of bonds
and notes; procurement of required
services; receipt and use of revenues
(a) For the purposes of this section, the term
"small municipal renewable energy generating fa-
cility" shall mean a generating unit that is designed
for, or capable of, operating at a gross capacity of
less than 10 megawatts and that qualifies as a Class
I renewable energy generating source under sec-
tion 1 1 F of chapter 2 5A.
(b) Notwithstanding any general or special law
to the contrary, a municipality may design, install,
own and operate small municipal renewable ener-
gy generating facilities, sell any electricity gener-
ated from such facilities and sell any other mar-
ketable products resulting from its generation of
renewable energy at such facilities, including elec-
tronic certificates created to represent the genera-
tion attributes, as defined in 225 CMR 14.02, of
each megawatt hour of energy generated by the
renewable energy facilities; provided, however,
that no later than 15 days after the initiation of a
procurement of services, equipment or materials
related to a small municipal renewable energy
generating facility and again no later than 15 days
after the date that such small municipal renewa-
ble energy generating facility first produces elec-
trical energy, said municipality shall submit a re-
port to the department of public utilities and the
department of energy resources detailing the costs
of the small municipal renewable energy generat-
ing facility and a plan and forecast for the dispo-
sition of the facility's products. The department
of energy resources shall annually issue a report
containing information on small municipal renew-
able energy generating facilities, including the
number, capacity, production and performance of
such facilities and recommendations, if any, for
additional legislative action to increase the bene-
fits available to municipalities through ownership
of renewable energy generating facilities. The de-
partment of energy resources shall submit such
report, including drafts of legislation to implement
recommendations within such report, to the joint
committee on telecommunications, utilities and
energy and the senate and house committees on
ways and means not later than April 30 of each
year.
(c) A municipality may issue from time to time
bonds or notes in order to finance all or a portion
of the costs of small municipal renewable energy
generating facility projects authorized under this
section. Notwithstanding any provision of chapter
44 to the contrary, the maturities of any such
bonds issued by a municipality hereunder either
shall be arranged so that for each issue the annual
combined payments of principal and interest pay-
able in each year, commencing with the first year
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in which a principal payment is required, shall be
as nearly equal as practicable in the opinion of the
municipal treasurer or shall be arranged in accor-
dance with a schedule providing for a more rapid
amortization of principal. The first payment of
principal of each issue of bonds or of any tempo-
rary notes issued in anticipation of the bonds shall
be not later than 5 years after the anticipated date
of commencement of the regular operation of the
small municipal renewable energy generating facil-
ities financed thereby, as determined by the munic-
ipal treasurer, and the last payment of principal of
the bonds shall be not later than 25 years from the
date of the bonds. Indebtedness incurred under
this section shall not be included in determining
the limit of indebtedness of a municipality under
section 10 of said chapter 44 but, except as other-
wise provided in this subsection, shall be subject to
the provisions of said chapter 44.
(d) A municipality shall procure any services re-
quired for the design, installation, improvement,
repair and operation of small municipal renewable
energy generating facilities authorized under this
section, and acquire any equipment necessary in
connection therewith, in accordance with the pro-
curement requirements of chapter 30B as applica-
ble. A municipality may procure any such services
and equipment together as 1 procurement or as
separate procurements thereunder.
(e) A municipality may establish an enterprise
fund under section 53F'/6 of chapter 44 for the
receipt of all revenues from the operation of small
municipal renewable energy generating facilities
authorized under this section to operate and all
moneys received for the benefit of such small mu-
nicipal renewable energy generating facilities, oth-
er than the proceeds of bonds or notes issued
therefor. Such receipts shall be used to pay the
costs of operation and maintenance of the small
municipal renewable energy generating facilities,
to pay the costs of future improvements and repairs
thereto and to pay the principals and interest on
any bonds or notes issued therefor.
Added by St. 2008, c. 169, § 78, eff. July 2, 2008.
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CHAPTER 175
INSURANCE
Selected section
Section
97A. Payment of proceeds; certificate of municipal
liens; priority; exclusion.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 97A. Payment of proceeds; certificate of mu-
nicipal liens; priority; exclusion
Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary of
any general or special law, every company shall,
before paying any claim for loss or damage to real
property from any hazard, where the amount of the
loss payable under the policy equals or exceeds five
thousand dollars, first require the claimant to sub-
mit to the company a certificate of municipal liens
from the collector of taxes of the city or town
wherein such property is located.
Said company shall pay to the city or town any
amounts shown on the certificate of municipal
liens as outstanding on the date of loss and upon
which interest is accruing as of the said date of
loss, arising from the provisions of chapters forty,
fifty-nine, sixty, eighty, eighty-three and section fif-
ty-eight B to fifty-eight F, inclusive, of chapter one
hundred and sixty-four to the extent of the amount
of loss payable under the policy and a copy of said
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
transaction shall be sent to the insured and mort-
gagees named on the policy.
The claim of the city or town for such amounts
shall have priority over the claim of any insured
owner, mortgagee, assignee or other interested
party except where otherwise provided by the laws
of the United States.
Said company shall not be liable to any insured
owner, mortgagee, assignee, city or town, or other
interested party for amounts disbursed to a city or
town under this section or for amounts not dis-
bursed to said city or town based upon a certificate
indicating the nonexistence of any municipal liens.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to
owner-occupied one, two, three or four family
dwellings, provided, however, that the owners of
said dwellings must be domiciled in said dwellings
at the time the claim for loss or damage arose.
Added by St. 1977, c. 804, § 2. Amended by St. 1983, c.
72, § 7; St. 1983, c. 162; St.1985, c. 464, § 1.
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CHAPTER 180
CORPORATIONS FOR CHARITABLE AND CERTAIN OTHER PURPOSES
Selected sections
Section
17A. Pay-roll deductions for union dues of employees of
state, county or municipality.
Community chest, united fund, scholarship, etc.;
pay-roll deductions of town, county or state em-
ployees.
Associations of public school teachers; payroll de-
ductions for dues.
School teachers; payroll deductions for income
protection insurance premiums.
School nurses; payroll deductions for dues to asso-
ciations of teachers.
17B.
17C.
17D.
17E.
Section
17G. State, county or municipal employees; payroll de-
ductions for payment of service fees to collective
bargaining agencies.
17H. Public employees; payroll deductions for periodic
pass for public transportation.
177. Payroll deductions for public school teachers.
17J. Public employees; payroll deductions for insur-
ance or employee benefits.
17L. Public employee; payroll deductions for qualified
state tuition program.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 17A. Pay-roll deductions for union dues of
employees of state, county or munici-
pality
Deductions on pay-roll schedules may be made
from the salary of any state, county or municipal
employee of any amount which such employee may
specify in writing to any state, county or municipal
officer, or the head of the state, county or munici-
pal department, board or commission, by whom or
which he is employed, for the payment of union
dues to an association of state, county or municipal
employees, dues to the Massachusetts State Em-
ployees Association, dues to the Massachusetts
Nurses Association, or dues payable to any relief
association of any municipal department. Any
such authorization may be withdrawn by the em-
ployee by giving at least sixty days' notice in writ-
ing of such withdrawal to the state, county or
municipal officer, or the head of the state, county
or municipal department, board or commission, by
whom or which he is then employed and by filing a
copy thereof with the treasurer of the association.
The state treasurer, the common paymaster as
defined in section one hundred and thirty-three of
chapter one hundred and seventy-five, or the trea-
surer of the county or municipality by which such
employee is employed, shall deduct from the salary
of such employee such amount of union dues, dues
to the Massachusetts State Employees Association,
dues to the Massachusetts Nurses Association, or
dues payable to any relief association of any munic-
ipal department as may be certified to him on the
payroll, and transmit the sum so deducted to the
treasurer of said association; provided, that the
state treasurer or the county or municipal treasur-
er, as the case may be, is satisfied by such evidence
as he may require that the treasurer of such associ-
ation has given to said association a bond, in a
form approved by the commissioner of revenue, for
the faithful performance of his duties, in a sum and
with such surety or sureties as are satisfactory to
the state treasurer or county or municipal treasur-
er; and provided, further, that whenever an associ-
ation or union of state, county, or municipal em-
ployees is certified or obtains consent recognition
under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
fifty E, such deductions shall be made for dues only
to the certified or recognized association or union.
This section shall be effective in any county, city
or town which has accepted it in the manner
provided by section two of chapter seven hundred
and forty of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty,
or which accepts it in the following manner:—In a
county by vote of the county commissioners; in a
city having a Plan D or Plan E charter by majority
vote of its city council; in any other city by vote of
its city council, approved by the mayor; and in a
town by vote of the board of selectmen.
Added by St. 1950, c. 740, § 1. Amended bv St. 1954, c.
678; St. 1964, c. 343, § 1; St. 1 964, c. 431; St.1966, c. 39,
§§ 1,2; St.1969, c. 472; St.1973, c. 1078, § 2C; St.1978,
c. 514, § 221.
§ 17B. Community chest, united fund, scholar-
ship, etc.; pay-roll deductions of
town, county or state employees
Deductions on pay-roll schedules may be made
from the salary of any town, county or state em-
ployee of any amount which such employee may
specify in writing to the officer, or the head of the
department, board or commission, by whom or
765
180 § 17B MUNICIPAL FINANCE LAWS
which he is employed, for the payment of a contri-
bution to a community chest or united fund, or to
scholarship and other fundraising initiatives that
benefit a public institution of higher education, its
affiliates and foundations as listed in section 5 of
chapter 15A. Any such authorization may be with-
drawn by the employee by giving at least sixty days'
notice in writing of such withdrawal to the officer,
or the head of the department, board or commis-
sion, by whom or which he is then employed. The
treasurer of the town, county or state shall deduct
from the salary of such employee such amount of
contribution as may be certified to him on the pay-
roll and transmit the sum so deducted to the com-
munity chest or united fund, or to scholarship and
other fundraising initiatives that benefit a public
institution of higher education, its affiliates and
foundations as listed in section 5 of chapter 15A;
provided, that the town, county or state treasurer is
satisfied by such evidence as he may require that
the treasurer of such community chest or united
fund has given to said community chest or united
fund a bond, in a form approved by the commis-
sioner, for the faithful performance of his duties, in
a sum and with such surety or sureties as are
satisfactory to the town, county or state treasurer.
Added by St. 1956, c. 489, § 1. Amended by St. 1959, c.
452; St.2006, c. 360, § 1, eff. Feb. 14, 2007.
§ 17C. Associations of public school teachers;
payroll deductions for dues
Deductions on payroll schedules may be made
from the salaries of a school teacher for the current
dues of teacher associations, local, county, state or
national, as authorized by such teacher in writing
to the city, town or district school committee by
which he is employed. Any such authorization
may be withdrawn by such teacher by giving at
least sixty days' notice in writing of such withdraw-
al to said school committee. The specific amount
of the current dues of each of said associations
shall be certified to the school committee by the
local association treasurer on or before September
fifteenth of each school year. The treasurer of the
city, town or district shall deduct from the salary of
such teacher such amount of dues as may be certi-
fied to him on the payroll and transmit the sum so
deducted to said association within thirty days of
such deduction; provided, that the city, town or
district treasurer is satisfied by such evidence as he
may require that the treasurer of such association
has given to said association a bond, in a form
approved by the commissioner of revenue, for the
faithful performance of his duties, in a sum and
with such surety or sureties as are satisfactory to
the city, town or district treasurer. This section
shall take effect in each city, town or regional
school district which accepts the provisions hereof
by vote of its school committee.
Added by St.1962, c. 175. Amended by St.1973, c. 113;
St.1975, c. 307; St. 1975, c. 346; St.1978, c. 514, § 222.
§ 17D. School teachers; payroll deductions for
income protection insurance premi-
ums
With the approval of a school committee deduc-
tions may be made from the salary of a school
teacher of any amount which such teacher may
specify in writing to the city, town or district
school committee by which he is employed for the
payment of premiums for income protection insur-
ance, and upon notification of such approval the
treasurer of the city, town or district shall deduct
from the salary of such teacher such amount of
premium as may be certified to him on the payroll
and transmit the sum so deducted to the insurance
company providing said income protection insur-
ance. Authorization by a school teacher for such
deductions may be withdrawn by him by giving at
least sixty days' notice in writing of such withdraw-
al to said school committee.
Added by St. 1 967, c. 324.
§ 17E. School nurses; payroll deductions for
dues to associations of teachers
A city, town or regional school district may pro-
vide for deductions on payroll schedules from the
salary of a school nurse for the payment of dues to
an association of teachers in the same manner and
subject to the same conditions as provided in sec-
tion seventeen C.
Added by St. 1968, c. 180.
§ 17G. State, county or municipal employees;
payroll deductions for payment of
service fees to collective bargaining
agencies
Deductions on payroll schedules shall be made
from the salary of any state, county or municipal
employee of any amount which such employee may
specify in writing to any state, county or municipal
officer, or the head of the state, county or munici-
pal department, board or commission, by whom or
which he is employed or which may be specified by
a collective bargaining agreement with the PCA
766
CORPORATIONS FOR CHARITABLE PURPOSES 180 §17/
quality home care workforce council for the pay-
ment of agency service fees to the employee organi-
zation, which, in accordance with the provisions of
chapter one hundred and fifty E is duly recognized
by the employer or designated by the labor rela-
tions commission as the exclusive bargaining agent
for the appropriate unit in which such employee is
employed. The amount of such agency service fee
shall be as provided in section twelve of chapter
one hundred and fifty E. Any such authorization
may be withdrawn by the employee by giving at
least sixty days' notice in writing of such withdraw-
al to the state, county or municipal officer, or the
head of the state, county or municipal department,
board or commission, by whom or which he is then
employed, and by filing a copy thereof with the
treasurer of the employee organization.
The state treasurer, the common paymaster as
defined in section one hundred and thirty-three of
chapter one hundred and seventy-five, or the trea-
surer of the county or municipality by which such
employee is employed shall deduct from the salary
of such employee such amount of agency service
fees as may be certified to him on the payroll and
transmit the sum so deducted to the treasurer of
such employee organization; provided that the
state treasurer or county or municipal treasurer, as
the case may be, is satisfied by such evidence as he
may require that the treasurer of such employee
organization has given to said organization a bond,
in a form approved by the commissioner of revenue
for the faithful performance of his duties, in such
sum and with such surety or sureties as are satis-
factory to the state treasurer, or the county or
municipal treasurer.
The provisions of this section shall not be appli-
cable to the city of Boston.
Added by St.1970, c. 463, § 2. Amended by St.1971, c.
281; St.1973, c. 1078, § 3; St.1978, c. 280; St.1978, c.
514, § 223; St.2009, c. 45, § 1, eff. July 1, 2009.
§ 17H. Public employees; payroll deductions
for periodic pass for public transpor-
tation
Deductions on pay-roll schedules may be made
from the salary of any state, county or municipal or
other public employee of an amount which such
employee may specify in writing to any state, coun-
ty, municipal or other public officer, or the head of
the state, county, municipal or public department,
board, commission or agency by whom or which
he is employed, for the payment of the cost of a
periodic pass for public transportation for such
time and for such amount as the Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority or any regional
transportation authorities may provide. Any such
authorization may be withdrawn by the employee
by giving at least sixty days' notice in writing of
such withdrawal to the state, county, municipal or
public officer, or the head of the state, county,
municipal or public department, board, commis-
sion or agency by whom or which he is then
employed.
The state treasurer, the common paymaster as
defined in section one hundred and thirty-three of
chapter one hundred and seventy-five, or the trea-
surer of the county, municipality or other public-
agency by which such employee is employed, shall
deduct from the salary of such employee such
amount for such periodic pass as may be certified
to him on the pay-roll, and transmit the sum so
deducted to the treasurer of said Authority.
This section shall be effective in any county, city
or town which has accepted it in the manner
provided by section two of chapter seven hundred
and forty of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty,
or which accepts it in the following manner:—In a
county by vote of the county commissioners; in a
city having a Plan D or Plan E charter by majority
vote of its city council; in any other city by vote of
its city council, approved by the mayor; and in a
town by vote of the board of selectmen.
Added by St.1973, c. 1140, § 17.
§ 177. Payroll deductions for public school
teachers
A single deduction on payroll schedules shall be
made from the salary of any school teacher in an
amount which such teacher may specify in writing
to the city, town or district school committee by
which he is employed; provided, however, that no
specific deduction shall be made for the payment of
contributions to political campaign committees or
political campaign organizations. Any such au-
thorization may be withdrawn by such teacher by
giving at least sixty days' notice in writing of such
withdrawal to said school committee. The treasur-
er of the city, town or district shall deduct from the
salary of such teacher such amount as may be
certified to him on the payroll and shall transmit
the sum so deducted to the state teacher associa-
tion of which such teacher is a member within
thirty days; provided, that the city, town or district
treasurer is satisfied by such evidence as he may
require that the treasurer of such state teacher
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association has given a bond, in form approved by
the commissioner of corporations and taxation, for
the faithful performance of his duties, in a sum and
with such surety or sureties as are satisfactory to
the city, town or district treasurer. The provisions
of this section shall take effect in each city, town or
regional school district which accepts the provi-
sions hereof by vote of its school committee.
Added by St. 1 977, c. 852.
§ 17J. Public employees; payroll deductions
for insurance or employee benefits
Deductions on payroll schedules may be made
from the salary of any state, county, municipal or
other public employee of an amount which such
employee may specify in writing to any state, coun-
ty or municipal officer, or public department head,
board, commission or agency by whom or which
he is employed, for any insurance or employee
benefit offered in conjunction with the employee
organization, which, in accordance with the provi-
sions of chapter one hundred and fifty E is duly
recognized by the employer or designated by the
labor relations commission as the exclusive bar-
gaining agent for the appropriate unit in which
such employee is employed; provided, however,
that such purpose has been approved by the comp-
troller. Deductions in an amount determined by
the employee and in compliance with applicable
law may also be made for any committee on politi-
cal education designated by the employee pursuant
to this section. The approval of the comptroller
shall not be required for such deductions. All
deductions pursuant to this section shall be made
without charge to any person or entity. Any such
authorization may be withdrawn by the employee
by giving at least sixty days notice in writing to the
state, county or municipal officer, or public depart-
ment head, board, commission or agency by whom
or which he is then employed.
The state treasurer, the common paymaster, as
defined in section one hundred and thirty-three of
chapter one hundred and seventy-five, or the trea-
surer of the county or municipality by which such
employee is employed, shall deduct from the salary
of such employee such amount of authorized de-
ductions as may be certified to him on the payroll
and transmit the sum so deducted to the recipient
specified by such employee.
Added by St. 1981, c. 637; St.1981, c. 723. Amended by
St.2003, c. 140, § 49, eff. Nov. 26, 2003.
§ 1 7L. Public employee; payroll deductions for
qualified state tuition program
Deductions on payroll schedules may be made
from the salary of a state, county, municipal or
other public employee of an amount which such
employee may specify in writing to any state, coun-
ty or municipal officer or public department head,
board, commission or agency by whom or which
he is employed, for deposit into a "qualified state
tuition program" as defined under the Internal
Revenue Code and any prepaid tuition program
established under general or special law if such
purpose has been approved by the comptroller. An
employee may withdraw such authorization for the
deduction by giving at least 60 days notice in
writing to the state, county or municipal officer or
public department head, board, commission or
agency by whom or which he is then employed.
The state treasurer, the common paymaster as de-
fined in section 133 of chapter 175, or the treasur-
er of the county, municipality or other public em-
ployer by which such employee is employed shall
deduct from the salary of such employee such
amount of authorized deductions as may be certi-
fied to him on the payroll and transmit the sum to
the specified tuition program.
Added by St.2000, c. 384, § 22.
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CHAPTER 183A
CONDOMINIUMS
Chapter 183A of the General Laws
Selected
Section
14. Taxation and betterment assessments; lien.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 14. Taxation and betterment assessments;
lien
Each unit and its interest in the common areas
and facilities shall be considered an individual par-
cel of real estate for the assessment and collection
of real estate taxes but the common areas and
facilities, the building and the condominium shall
not be deemed to be a taxable parcel. Except as
provided in section 53E 3/t of chapter 44 and section
127B/£ of chapter 111, betterment assessments or
portions thereof, annual sewer use charges, water
rates and charges and all other assessments, or
was added by St. 1963, c. 493, § 1.
section
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
portions thereof, rates and charges of every nature
due to a city, town or district with respect to the
condominium or any part thereof, other than real
estate taxes, may be charged or assessed to the
organization of unit owners; provided, however,
that any lien of the city, town or district provided
by law therefor shall attach to the units in propor-
tion to the percentages, set forth in the master deed
on record, of the undivided interests of the respec-
tive units in the common areas and facilities.
Added by St. 1963, c. 493, § 1. Amended by St. 1998, c.
194, § 196; St.2010, c. 188, § 64, eff. July 27, 2010.
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CHAPTER 183B
Section
2. Definitions.
REAL ESTATE TIME-SHARES
Chapter 183B of the General Laws was added by St. 1987, c. 760, § J.
Selected sections
3 Estates in fee simple; estates for years; separate
estates; taxes and assessments; recording docu-
ments.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 2. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following words
shall, unless the context otherwise requires, have
the following meanings:
—
"Affiliate of a developer", any person who con-
trols, is controlled by, or is under common control
with a developer. A person controls a developer if
the person is (i) a general partner, officer, director,
or employer of the developer, (ii) directly or indi-
rectly or acting in concert with one or more other
persons, or through one or more subsidiaries,
owns, controls, holds with power to vote, or holds
proxies representing, more than twenty per cent of
the voting interest in the developer, (iii) controls in
any manner the election of a majority of the di-
rectors of the developer, or (iv) has contributed
more than twenty per cent of the capital of the
developer. A person is controlled by a developer if
the developer is (i) a general partner, officer, di-
rector, or employer of the person, (ii) directly or
indirectly or acting in concert with one or more
other persons, or through one or more subsidiaries,
owns, controls, holds with power to vote, or holds
proxies representing more than twenty per cent of
the voting interest in the person, (iii) controls in
any manner the election of a majority of the di-
rectors of the person, or (iv) has contributed more
than twenty per cent of the capital of the person.
Control does not exist if the powers described in
this paragraph are held solely as security for an
obligation and are not exercised.
"Association", the association organized under
the provisions of subsection (a) of section nineteen.
"Business day", any calendar day except Satur-
day or Sunday, or day on which a federal, state or
county holiday is celebrated.
"Conversion building", a building that at any
time before the disposition of any time-share was
occupied wholly or partially by persons other than
purchasers and persons who occupied with the
consent of purchasers.
"Developer", any person who (i) offers to dispose
of or disposes of his interest in a time-share not
previously disposed of, or (ii) succeeds under sec-
tion twenty-two to any special developer right.
"Dispose" or "disposition", a voluntary transfer
of any legal or equitable interest in a time-share,
but does not include the transfer or release of a
security interest.
"Enrolled", paid membership in an exchange
program or membership in an exchange program
evidenced by written acceptance or confirmation of
membership.
"Exchange company", any person owning or op-
erating an exchange program.
"Exchange program", any program which allows
for the assignment or exchange of time-share occu-
pancy rights between or among time-share owners
in the same or other time-share properties.
"Forfeiture", full termination of any and all
rights at law or in equity of a time-share owner,
and of the heirs, executors, administrators, succes-
sors or assigns of the time-share owner in or aris-
ing out of the ownership of a time-share estate or a
time-share license, including all rights of redemp-
tion or any other rights to cure.
"Forfeiture proceedings", shall include the pro-
cess of terminating or foreclosing the rights of a
time-share owner, or exercising the rights of a
secured party, under a mortgage, trust deed or
other security instrument which encumbers a time-
share pursuant to section 29A, or the process of
foreclosing a lien for assessments on a time-share
pursuant to section 29 or section 29B, or both.
"Manager", any person, other than all time-share
owners or the association, designated in or em-
ployed pursuant to the time-share instrument or
project instrument to manage the time-share units.
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"Managing entity", the manager or, if there is no
manager, the association.
"Multi-location plan", a time-share plan encom-
passing more than one time-share property pursu-
ant to which time-share owners may, by reserva-
tion or other similar procedure, occupy time-share
units in more than one time-share property.
"Multi-location developer", a developer creating
or selling its own time-shares in a multi-location
plan.
"Offering", any advertisement, inducement, so-
licitation, or attempt to encourage any person to
acquire a time-share, other than as security for an
obligation. An advertisement in a newspaper or
other periodical of general circulation, or in any
broadcast medium to the general public, of a time-
share in a unit not located in the commonwealth, is
not an offering if the advertisement states that an
offering may be made only in compliance with the
law of the jurisdiction in which the unit or units
are located. An offering to the "general public"
shall mean any offering to twenty-five or more
people.
"Person", a natural person, corporation, govern-
ment, governmental subdivision or agency, busi-
ness trust, estate, trust, partnership, association,
joint venture, or other legal or commercial entity.
In the case of a nominee trust, however, "person"
means the beneficiary of the trust as well as the
trust and the trustee.
"Project", real property, subject to a project in-
strument, containing more than one unit. A pro-
ject may include units that are not time-share units.
"Project instrument", one or more recordable
documents, by whatever name denominated, apply-
ing to the whole of a project and containing restric-
tions or covenants regulating the use, occupancy,
or disposition of units in a project, including any
amendments to the document, but excluding any
law, ordinance, by-law, or governmental regula-
tion.
"Purchaser", any person, other than a developer,
who by means of a voluntary transfer acquires a
legal or equitable interest in a time-share other
than as security for an obligation.
"Recorded", recorded or filed in the registry of
deeds or land registration office for the county or
registry district wherein the property is located.
"Registry of deeds", the registry of deeds or land
registration office for the county or registry district
wherein the property is located.
"Sales contract", the written contract which pro-
vides for the sale by the developer and the pur-
chase by the purchaser of one or more time-shares
in a time-share property.
"Time-share", a time-share estate or a time-share
license.
"Time-share estate", a right to the occupancy of
a unit or any of several units during five or more
separated time periods over a period of at least five
years, including extension or renewal options, cou-
pled with a freehold estate or an estate for years in
a time-share property or a specified portion there-
of.
"Time-share expenses", expenditures, fees,
charges, or liabilities (i) incurred with respect to
the time-shares or by or on behalf of all time-share
owners in one time-share property, and (ii) im-
posed on the time-share units by the entity govern-
ing a project of which the time-share property is a
part, together with any allocations to reserves, but
excluding purchase money payable for time-shares.
Time-share expenses shall include real estate taxes
and other governmental assessments and charges
with respect to the time-share property in which
the time-shares are located.
"Time-share instrument", 1 or more documents,
by whatever name denominated, creating or gov-
erning time-shares including, without limitation, a
declaration or plan establishing a time-share re-
gime, articles of organization and by-laws of a
time-share association, rules and regulations, offer-
ing materials, sales documents, and instruments of
conveyance or transfer.
"Time-share liability", the liability for time-share
expenses allocated to each time-share pursuant to
paragraph (4) of subsection (a) of section twelve.
"Time-share license", a right to the occupancy of
a unit or any of several units during five or more
separated time periods not coupled with a freehold
estate or an estate for years.
"Time-share owner", a person who is an owner
or co-owner of a time-share other than as security
for an obligation.
"Time-share plan", the rights, obligations and
program created by the time-share instrument for a
time-share property or, in the case of a multi-
location plan, for time-share properties.
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"Time-share property", one or more time-share
units subject to the same time-share instrument,
together with any other real estate or rights therein
appurtenant to those units.
"Time-share unit", a unit in which time-shares
exist.
"Unit", real property, or a portion thereof, desig-
nated for separate use.
Added by St. 1987, c. 760, § 1. Amended by St.2010, c.
350, §§ 1 to 3, eff. Jan. 4, 2011.
§ 3. Estates in fee simple; estates for years;
separate estates; taxes and assessments;
recording documents
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter
and notwithstanding any contrary rule of common
law, a grant of an estate in a unit conferring the
right of possession during a potentially infinite
number of separated time periods creates an estate
in fee simple having the character and incidents of
such an estate at common law, and a grant of an
estate in a unit conferring the right of possession
during five or more separated time periods over a
finite number of years equal to five or more, in-
cluding extension or renewal options, creates an
estate for years having the character and incidents
of such an estate at common law.
(b) Each time-share estate constitutes for all pur-
poses a separate estate in real property; provided,
however, that a time-share property shall be con-
sidered one parcel of real estate for the assessment
and collection of real estate taxes, betterment as-
sessments or portions thereof, annual sewer use
charges, water rates and charges, and all other
assessments or portions thereof, rates and charges
of every nature, due to a city, town or district with
respect to the time-share property. Notices of as-
sessments and bills for taxes shall be furnished to
and paid by the managing entity, if any, as agent
for the time-share owners, or if there is no manag-
ing entity, to each time-share owner. The manag-
ing entity shall give notice of such assessment to
the time-share owners.
(c) A document transferring or encumbering a
time-share estate may not be rejected for recording
because of the nature or duration of such estate.
Added by St. 1 987, c. 760, § 1.
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CHAPTER 200A
ABANDONED PROPERTY
Chapter 200A of the General Laws was added by St. 1950, c. 801.
Selected section
Section
9A. Disposition of abandoned funds by city or town;
notice of period during which funds may be
Section
claimed; city treasurer authorized
claims; appeal; disbursement.
to hear
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 9A. Disposition of abandoned funds by city or
town; notice of period during which
funds may be claimed; city treasurer
authorized to hear claims; appeal; dis-
bursement
(a) In any city, town or district that accepts this
section in the manner provided in section 4 of
chapter 4, there shall be an alternative procedure
for disposing of abandoned funds held in the custo-
dy of the city, town or district as provided in this
section.
(b) Any funds held in the custody of a city, town
or district may be presumed by the city, town or
district treasurer to be abandoned unless claimed
by the corporation, organization, beneficiary or
person entitled thereto within 1 year after the date
prescribed for payment or delivery; provided, how-
ever, that the last instrument intended as payment
shall bear upon its face the statement "void if not
cashed within 1 year from date of issue". After the
expiration of 1 year after the date of issue, the
treasurer of a city, town or district may cause the
financial institution upon which the instrument
was drawn to stop payment on the instrument or
otherwise cause the financial institution to decline
payment on the instrument and any claims made
beyond that date shall only be paid by the city,
town or district through the issuance of a new
instrument. The city, town or district and the
financial institution shall not be liable for damages,
consequential or otherwise, resulting from a refusal
to honor an instrument of a city, town or district
submitted for payment more than a year after its
issuance.
(c) The treasurer of a city, town or district hold-
ing funds owed to a corporation, organization,
beneficiary or person entitled thereto that are pre-
sumed to be abandoned under this section shall
post a notice entitled "Notice of names of persons
appearing to be owners of funds held by (insert
city, town or district name), and deemed aban-
doned". The notice shall specify the names of
those persons who appear from available informa-
tion to be entitled to such funds, shall provide a
description of the appropriate method for claiming
the funds and shall state a deadline for those funds
to be claimed; provided, however, that the dead-
line shall not be less than 60 days after the date the
notice was either postmarked or first posted on a
website as provided in this section. The treasurer
of the city, town or district may post such notice
using either of the following methods: (1) by mail-
ing the notice by first class mail, postage prepaid,
to the last known address of the beneficiary or
person entitled thereto; or (2) if the city, town or
district maintains an official website, by posting the
notice conspicuously on the website for not less
than 60 days. If the apparent owner fails to re-
spond within 60 days after the mailing or posting
of the notice, the treasurer shall cause a notice of
the check to be published in a newspaper of gener-
al circulation, printed in English, in the county in
which the city or town is located.
(d) In the event that funds appearing to be owed
to a corporation, organization, beneficiary or per-
son is $100 or more and the deadline as provided
in the notice has passed and no claim for the funds
has been made, the treasurer shall cause an addi-
tional notice, in substantially the same form as the
aforementioned notice, to be published in a news-
paper of general circulation in the county in which
the city, town or district is located; provided, how-
ever, that the notice shall provide an extended
deadline beyond which funds shall not be claimed
and such deadline shall be at least 1 year from the
date of publication of the notice.
(e) Once the final deadline has passed under
subsection (d), the funds owed to the corporation,
organization, beneficiary or person entitled thereto
shall escheat to the city, town or district and the
treasurer thereof shall record the funds as revenue
in the General Fund of the city, town or district
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and the city, town or district shall not be liable to
the corporation, organization, beneficiary or per-
son for payment of those funds or for the underly-
ing liability for which the funds were originally
intended. Upon escheat, the funds shall be avail-
able to the city, town or district's appropriating
authority for appropriation for any other public
purpose. In addition to the notices required in this
section, the treasurer of the city, town or district
may initiate any other notices or communications
that are directed in good faith toward making final
disbursement of the funds to the corporation, or-
ganization, beneficiary or person entitled thereto.
Prior to escheat of the funds, the treasurer of the
city, town or district shall hear all claims on funds
that may arise and if it is clear, based on a prepon-
derance of the evidence available to the treasurer
at the time the claim is made, that the claimant is
entitled to disbursement of the funds, the treasurer
shall disburse funds to the claimant upon receipt
by the treasurer of a written indemnification agree-
ment from the claimant wherein the claimant
agrees to hold the city, town or district and the
treasurer of the city, town or district harmless in
the event it is later determined that the claimant
was not entitled to receipt of the funds. If it is not
clear, based on a preponderance of the evidence
before the treasurer at the time of the claim that
the claimant is entitled to disbursement of the
funds, the treasurer shall segregate the funds into a
separate, interest-bearing account and shall notify
the claimant of such action within 10 days. A
claimant affected by this action may appeal within
20 days after receiving notice thereof to the dis-
trict, municipal or superior court in the county in
which the city, town or district is located. The
claimant shall have a trial de novo. A party ad-
versely affected by a decree or order of the district,
municipal or superior court may appeal to the
appeals court or the supreme judicial court within
20 days from the date of the decree.
If the validity of the claim shall be determined in
favor of the claimant or another party, the treasur-
er shall disburse funds in accordance with the
order of the court, including interest accrued. If
the validity of the claim is determined to be not in
favor of the claimant or another party or if the
treasurer does not receive notice that an appeal has
been filed within 1 year from the date the claimant
was notified that funds were being withheld, then
the funds, plus accrued interest, shall escheat to
the city, town or district in the manner provided in
this section.
If the claimant is domiciled in another state or
country and the city, town or district determines
that there is no reasonable assurance that the
claimant will actually receive the payment provid-
ed for in this section in substantially full value, the
superior court, in its discretion or upon a petition
by the city, town or district, may order that the
city, town or district retain the funds.
Added by St. 1987, c. 550. Amended by St.2003, c. 46,
§ 108, eff. July 31, 2003; St.2010, c. 188, § 65, eff. July
27, 2010.
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CHAPTER 234
JURIES
Selected section
Section
IB. Compensation of municipal employees while serv-
ing as jurors in state or federal courts.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ IB. Compensation of municipal employees courts of the commonwealth shall receive from
while serving as jurors in state or fed- such city or town the difference between his salary
eral courts and the compensation he received for such jury
An employee of a city or town who serves as a service, exclusive of any travel or other allowance.
grand or traverse juror in a federal court or in the Added by St. 1963, c. 172.
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CHAPTER 252
IMPROVEMENT OF LOW LAND AND SWAMPS
Selected section
Section
4A. Proceedings under Sees. 1 to 14C; parties; peti-
tion; notice.
The section headings for the General Laws in
§ 4A. Proceedings under Sees. 1 to 14C; par-
ties; petition; notice
The commonwealth, acting through one or more
state departments, and any city, town or district, or
any combination thereof, to the extent of their
ownership of any area described in section one,
may be parties, in their proprietary capacity, to
proceedings under sections one to fourteen C, in-
clusive, in respect to any purpose set forth in said
section one, to the same extent as individual pro-
prietors. Said bodies politic, or any combination
thereof, may also institute proceedings under said
sections in their governmental capacity, in any case
where it appears that the public health, safety or
convenience will be promoted by improvements to
effect any of said purposes, but in such proceedings
no district shall be organized, and the improve-
ments shall be constructed and maintained as pro-
vided in section five A. The petition in such a
proceeding need cover only matters pertinent to
the project therein set forth, and the provisions of
section five requiring that the petitioners constitute
a majority ownership of the lands affected shall not
this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
apply to such petition. Individuals and corpora-
tions qualifying as proprietors may join in any
petition authorized in this section. Action by any
such body politic hereunder shall be taken by the
administrative head of the state department or
commission, or by the mayor, selectmen, or pru-
dential committee or other governing body, as the
case may be. Notice of the hearing before said
board on such a petition shall be given as provided
in the first paragraph of section five to all petition-
ers and to the administrative heads of such state
departments and commissions, mayors of such cit-
ies, selectmen of such towns, and the prudential
committees or other governing bodies of such dis-
tricts, as the said board may determine, and to all
other known proprietors of lands to be affected by
such improvements. Cities, towns and districts are
hereby authorized to raise and appropriate money
for such purposes.
Amended by St.2003, c. 26, § 494, eff. July 1, 2003.
Historical and Statutory Notes
St.1929. c. 288, § 2.
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CHAPTER 268A
CONDUCT OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES
Selected section
Section
21 A. Members of municipal commission or board; re-
strictions on appointments to certain positions.
The section headings for the General Laws in this pamphlet have been editorially supplied.
§ 21 A. Members of municipal commission or No former member of such commission or board
board; restrictions on appointments shall be so eligible until the expiration of thirty
to certain positions days from the termination of his service as a mem-
ber of such commission or board.
Except as hereinafter provided, no member of a The provisions of lhis section shal , not apply to a
municipal commission or board shall be eligible for memDer of a town commission or board, if such
appointment or election by the members of such appointment or election has first been approved at
commission or board to any office or position un- an annual town meeting of the town,
der the supervision of such commission or board. Added by St. 1967, c. 887, § 2.
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ACTS OF 1928, CHAPTER 396
AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE INCURRING OF LIABILITIES AND
INDEBTEDNESS BY CERTAIN CITIES AND TOWNS.
Section 2. All provisions of special acts effective
prior to January first, nineteen hundred and twen-
ty-one which authorize the incurring of liabilities
by any board or officer of a city except Boston, or
of a town without appropriation, or which author-
ize any such city or town to incur indebtedness for
any purpose not permitted by general law, or
which authorize any such city or town to incur
indebtedness outside the statutory limit of indebt-
edness for a purpose for which the incurring of
indebtedness is provided by general law to be in-
side said limit, or which authorize the payment of
debt by such a city or town in a manner inconsis-
tent with general law, are hereby repealed. Noth-
ing in this act shall be construed as affecting the
validity of any act done prior to the effective date of
this act in conformity with any special act, or the
legality of any debt incurred, or of any bond or
note issued, prior to said effective date, in accor-
dance with any special act, or as affecting the
liability of the obligor city or town to discharge any
such debt, or its liability to pay the principal and
interest on any such bond or note.
Section 3. This act shall take effect on January
first, nineteen hundred and twenty-nine.
ACTS OF 1943, CHAPTER 5
AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT BY COUNTIES, CITIES, TOWNS
AND DISTRICTS OF POST-WAR REHABILITATION FUNDS, ETC.
Section 1. During the continuance of the existing
state of war between the United States and any
foreign country, any city, town or district may
appropriate money for the purchase of defense
bonds, war bonds or other bonds issued by the
federal government, or other bonds which are legal
investments for savings banks; provided, that the
aggregate amount of such bonds held at any time
under authority of this act shall not exceed five per
cent of the assessed valuation of real estate and
tangible personal property therein in the year nine-
teen hundred and forty-two. The aggregate
amount purchased and invested under authority of
this act and all interest earned thereon shall be set
up as a separate fund in the custody of the treasur-
er of such city, town or district, who is hereby
authorized, in case any bond held in the fund
matures or is called, to reinvest, with the approval
of the mayor, selectment, prudential committee or
commissioners, as the case may be, in other bonds
authorized by this act to be purchased. No bonds
held under this act may be sold prior to the termi-
nation of the existing state of war.
The proceeds from the sale of any such bond
shall be used only for purposes for which the city,
town or district may borrow money for a period of
not less than ten years in accordance with sections
seven and eight of chapter forty-four of the General
Laws; provided, that such proceeds may, in each
instance with the approval of the board established
under section one of chapter forty-nine of the acts
of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, be appropri-
ated and used in whole or in part for other pur-
poses.
Said board in giving its approval shall give espe-
cial consideration to necessities then existing in
such city, town or district involving rehabilitation
following the war or due to unemployment condi-
tions or otherwise.
The members of the board aforesaid, when act-
ing under this section, shall receive from the com-
monwealth compensation to the same extent as
provided for services under chapter three hundred
and sixty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
thirty-three, as amended.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Related Laws:
St. 1942, c. 4, § 1.
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ACTS OF 1945, CHAPTER 74
AN ACT ENABLING COUNTIES, CITIES, TOWNS, AND DISTRICTS TO SECURE
THE BENEFITS PROVIDED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ASSIST
THEM IN PUBLIC WORK PROJECTS.
Section 1. For purposes of this act, the term
"board" shall mean a board composed of the attor-
ney general, the state treasurer, the state auditor
and the director of accounts, or their designees.
The board may employ, subject to the approval of
the governor and council, such experts and addi-
tional clerical assistance as it may require.
Amended by St. 1953, c. 654, § 102; St.2004, c. 149,
§ 215.
Section 2. Any county, except Suffolk or Nan-
tucket, if authorized by the county commissioners,
or any city or town, including Boston and Worces-
ter, if authorized by a two thirds vote as defined in
section one of chapter forty-four of the General
Laws, with the approval of the mayor in cities or of
the selectmen in towns, and any district, with the
approval of the prudential committee, commission-
ers or trustees, as the case may be, may engage in
any useful public works project in cooperation with
the federal government in any program authorized
under any act or joint resolution of congress, but
only in case such project is approved, as hereinaf-
ter provided, by the board and by the governor,
and in case the proper federal authorities have
approved a grant or loan, or grant and loan, there-
for of federal money under any act or joint resolu-
tion of congress. Such projects, so approved, shall
be carried out in all respects subject to the provi-
sions of said act or joint resolution and to such
terms, conditions, rules and regulations not incon-
sistent with applicable federal laws and regulations
as the board may establish, with the approval of
the governor, to ensure the proper execution of
such projects. Any such county, city, town or
district may accept and use for carrying out any
project so approved any grant or loan, or any grant
and loan, of federal funds under said act or joint
resolution; and, for the purpose only of carrying
out such project, may borrow from the United
States of America or other sources, or both, such
sums as may be fixed by the board as hereinafter
provided, and may issue bonds, notes or other
forms of written acknowledgment of debt, for such
terms and carrying interest at rates not exceeding
such rates, as may be fixed by the board, as herein-
after provided. Any such county, city, town or
district may accept advances of federal funds for
surveys or plan preparation for any useful public
works project on such terms as may be prescribed
under applicable federal laws and regulations and
without being required to obtain the approval of
the board and the governor. Such advances may
be repaid from any funds including bond proceeds
which are available for such project or for such
surveys or plan preparation.
Any city, town or district may borrow hereunder,
for projects for which borrowings are authorized
by section seven of said chapter forty-four of the
General Laws and for other projects for which
borrowings are not authorized by section eight of
said chapter, amounts incurred under authority of
this act, not exceeding, in the aggregate outstand-
ing at any one time, one per cent of the equalized
valuation, as defined in section one of chapter
forty-four of the General Laws, without affecting its
future borrowing capacity, and in addition, after
such limit of one per cent is reached, may so
borrow therefor so much as may be required of any
amount within its debt limit as determined in ac-
cordance with section ten of said chapter forty-
four, not then borrowed or authorized by such city,
town or district to be borrowed; and any city, town
or district may borrow hereunder, for projects of
any class for which borrowings are authorized by
section eight of said chapter, water projects being
treated as a single class for the purposes hereof,
amounts incurred under authority of this act, not
exceeding, in the aggregate outstanding at any one
time, one per cent of said equalized valuation of
such city, town or district without affecting its
future borrowing capacity, and in addition, after
such limit of one per cent is reached, may so
borrow therefor so much as may be required of any
amount authorized by said section eight for such
class of projects not then borrowed or authorized
by such city, town or district to be borrowed, and
no borrowing hereunder for any project for which
borrowings are authorized by said section eight
shall be reckoned in determining the borrowing
capacity of such city, town or district under said
section ten.
In case a loan shall represent borrowings both
within and beyond either of the said special one
per cent limits, and such loan shall be later re-
duced, through the retirement of bonds, notes or
other forms of written acknowledgment of debt, or
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otherwise, such reduction shall be deemed to have
been made wholly in respect of that portion of the
loan which represented borrowing beyond the said
special one per cent limit so long as any of the said
portion remains outstanding. In fixing the periods
for which money may be borrowed hereunder for
projects for which borrowings are not authorized
by said chapter forty-four, the board shall be guid-
ed by the above limitations as applied to the provi-
sions of said chapter applicable to like projects.
The board shall fix the maximum terms and
maximum rates of interest on the bonds, notes or
other forms of written acknowledgment of debt
issued hereunder; which terms and rates of inter-
est, in case of obligations to be issued to the United
States of America, shall be fixed in accordance
with the applicable federal laws and regulations
and subject to the approval of the proper federal
authorities. All the provisions of said chapter for-
ty-four, exclusive of the limitations contained in the
first paragraph of section seven thereof, shall apply
to any borrowing hereunder by any city, town, or
district, except as hereinbefore provided and, in
respect to any borrowing from the United States of
America, except in so far as such provisions of law
may be in conflict with applicable federal laws and
regulations.
Each county, city, town or district seeking the
approval of any projects by the board shall submit
to it all information required with respect to the
financial condition of such county, city, town or
district, its outstanding indebtedness within and
without its limit of indebtedness, if any, the esti-
mated cost of the project, the alleged necessity
therefor, and the proposed method of financing the
same.
Amended by St.1960, c. 279, § 1; St. 1964, c. 15;
St.1965, c. 114, § 1; St.1968, c. 26; St.1978, c. 537, § 2.
Section 3. If a county, city, town or district shall
have an agreement with the federal government
whereby such government grants such county, city,
town or district a sum of money for any purpose,
and shall be required primarily to pay that portion
of the expense for which reimbursement is to be
received from the grant, the treasurer of such
county, city, town or district, with the approval of
the county commissioners, mayor, selectmen, pru-
dential committee, commissioners, trustees or any
board of commission having similar powers, as the
case may be, in anticipation of the receipt of the
proceeds of such grant, may incur debt, which, in
the case of a city, town or district, shall be outside
the debt limit, to an amount not exceeding the
amount of the grant as shown by the grant agree-
ment, and may issue notes therefor, payable in not
exceeding two years from their dates, and may
refund the same from time to time; provided, how-
ever, that no loan shall be so refunded unless the
auditor, in the case of a city, or the accountant or
chief accounting officer in the case of a county,
town or district which has such an officer, other-
wise the treasurer, shall certify in writing filed in
the office of the treasurer, where it shall be open to
inspection by the public, that at the time such loan
is refunded, the county, city, town or district re-
mains entitled to receive reimbursement from the
grant in an amount at least equal to the amount of
the refunding loan. The proceeds of such reim-
bursement shall be applied to the discharge of the
loan, without the necessity of further appropria-
tion. In the event the county, city, town or district
shall no longer be entitled to receive reimburse-
ment from the grant in an amount sufficient to pay
all or any portion of a loan issued under this
section at the time such loan matures, the loan
shall be paid from revenue funds of the county,
city, town or district to the extent it can no longer
be refunded under this section and any such pay-
ment made shall be reported by the auditor or
accountant of the city or town or other officer
having similar duties, or by the treasurer if there be
no such officer, to the assessors, who shall include
the amount so reported in the determination of the
next annual tax rate, unless the city, town or dis-
trict has otherwise made provision therefor. The
amount of a payment made by a county as provid-
ed in the third sentence shall be levied by the
county commissioners in the next annual county
tax, unless other provision has been made therefor.
Amended by St.1963, c. 92, § 1; St.1978, c. 537, § 3.
Section 4. Any officer or department of a county,
city, town or district charged with the duty of
carrying out any project so approved, shall have, in
addition to any powers expressly given by any
statute, such powers as may be determined and
certified by the board to be proper and reasonably
necessary to carry out such project, including the
power to take property by eminent domain on
behalf of such county, city, town or district; pro-
vided, that no source of water supply and no works
for sewage disposal shall be installed without first
having the approval of the state department of
public health. If such officer or department is
aggrieved by such action, he or it may, within ten
days after notice thereof, appeal to the governor,
whose decision shall be final. The board is hereby
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authorized to make all necessary orders, rules and
regulations and perform all necessary actions un-
der this act; and none of such orders, rules, regula-
tions and actions shall be declared inoperative,
illegal or void for any omission of a technical
nature in respect thereto. Nothing in this act shall
require any action in contravention of applicable
federal laws and rules and regulations nor preclude
action in conformity therewith.
Section 5. The governor is hereby authorized to
take any and all steps necessary from time to time
to enable counties, cities, towns and districts of this
commonwealth to secure grants or loans, or grants
and loans, of federal funds for public works, and
the board is hereby directed to cooperate and assist
him in every possible way.
Section 6. Repealed by St. 1965, c. 1 14, § 2.
Section 7. Part I of chapter three hundred and
sixty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
three, and acts in amendment thereof and in addi-
tion thereto, are hereby repealed provided, that this
repeal shall not affect any action taken thereunder
prior to the effective date of this act not affect the
validity of any bond, note or other written form of
acknowledgment of debt lawfully issued thereunder
and outstanding upon such effective date; but to
the fullest extent possible conformably to its terms,
this act shall be construed as a continuance of the
provisions of said Part I and not as a new enact-
ment.
Historical and Statutory Notes
Related Laws:
St. 1993, c. 366, § 1.
St.1934, c. 21, § 1.
St. 1934, c. 33.
St.1935, c. 404.
St.1936, c. 83.
St.1936, c. 414.
St.1938, c. 50.
St.1939, c. 423.
St.l941,c. 639, § 1.
St.1943, c. 58.
ACTS OF 1948, CHAPTER 548
AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR THE SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM.
Section 1. The board of education is hereby des-
ignated as the 'State Educational Agency' to repre-
sent the commonwealth in dealing with the secre-
tary of agriculture of the United States in carrying
out the provisions of the National School Lunch
Act as enacted into law on June four, nineteen
hundred and forty-six, as amended [42 U.S.C.A.
§ 1751 et seq.], the Child Nutrition Act of 1966, as
amended [42 U.S.C.A. § 1771 et seq.], and such
other federal laws as may be enacted relating to
nutrition education and food services to children.
Amended by St. 1969, c. 650, § 1.
Section 2. Pursuant to any power of school com-
mittees to operate or provide for the operation of
school food service programs in schools under
their jurisdiction, a school committee of any town
may establish, maintain, operate and expand a
school food service program for the pupils in any
school building under the jurisdiction of said com-
mittee, may make all contracts necessary to pro-
vide material, personnel and equipment needed to
carry out the provisions of this act; and if neces-
sary may expend funds to meet the matching re-
quirements and any other provisions of said Na-
tional School Lunch Act, and such other acts as are
provided for in section one of this act.
Amended by St.1949, c. 303; St.1969, c. 650, § 2.
Section 3. School committees may use therefor
funds disbursed to them under the provisions of
this act, gifts and other funds received from sale of
school lunches and other meals under such pro-
grams. Such contributions received in the form of
money, together with fees from sale of lunches,
other meals and any allotments received from the
state under the provisions of this act for said pur-
poses, shall be deposited with the treasurer of such
town or, in cases where the town is a member of a
regional school district, with the treasurer of such
district, and held as a separate account and ex-
pended by said school committee without appropri-
ation, notwithstanding the provisions of section
fifty-three of chapter forty-four of the General
Laws. Nothing in this act shall prevent cities or
towns from appropriating funds in addition to
those provided from other sources.
Added by St. 1950, c. 417. Amended by St. 1954, c. 256;
St.1969, c. 650, § 3.
Section 4. The bureau of nutrition education and
school food services, with the approval of the com-
missioner, shall prescribe regulations for the keep-
ing of accounts and records and the making of
reports by or under the supervision of school com-
mittees. Such accounts and records shall at all
times be available for inspection and audit by au-
thorized officials and shall be preserved for such
period of time, not in excess of five years, as the
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bureau may lawfully prescribe. The bureau shall
conduct or cause to be conducted such audits,
inspections and administrative reviews of accounts,
records and operations with respect to school food
service programs as may be necessary to determine
whether its agreements with school committees or
other sponsors of school food service programs and
other regulations made pursuant to this act are
being complied with and to insure that school food
service programs are effectively administered.
The bureau may by regulations establish stan-
dards and qualifications, which shall be subject to
the approval of the board of education, for the
positions of school food service supervisors, man-
agers and other food service personnel which are
not subject to chapter thirty-one of the General
Laws and establish training programs for such
personnel.
Added by St. 1950, c. 417. Amended by St.1965, c. 610,
§ 1; St. 1969, c. 650, § 4.
ACTS OF 1986, CHAPTER 73
AN ACT PROVIDING RELIEF FROM THE IMPACT OF REVALUATION.
Section 4. Notwithstanding any general or spe-
cial law to the contrary, in each city or town
certified by the commissioner of revenue to be
assessing all property at full and fair market value,
upon acceptance by the local appropriating author-
ity, as hereinafter defined, a taxpayer who shall
otherwise qualify for an exemption under clauses
Seventeenth, Seventeenth C, Seventeenth D, Twen-
ty-second, Twenty-second A, Twenty-second B,
Twenty-second C, Twenty-second D, Twenty-second
E, Thirty-seventh, Thirty-seventh A, Forty-first, For-
ty-first B, Forty-first C, Forty-second or Forty-third
of section five of chapter fifty-nine of the General
Laws shall be entitled to an additional exemption
which shall be uniform for all exemptions and none
of which shall exceed one hundred per cent of said
exemption for which he qualifies; provided, how-
ever, that in no instance shall the taxable valuation
of such property, after all applicable exemptions,
be reduced below ten per cent of its full and fair
cash valuation except through the application of
section eight A of chapter fifty-eight or clause Eigh-
teenth of section five of chapter fifty-nine of the
General Laws; and provided, further, that the ad-
ditional exemption shall not result in any taxpayer
paying less than the taxes paid in the preceding
fiscal year except through the application of section
eight A of chapter fifty-eight or clause Eighteenth
of section five of chapter fifty-nine of the General
Laws. For the purposes of this section, the term
'local appropriating authority' shall mean the ma-
jority vote at a town meaning in a town; the
mayor, with the approval of the city council, in a
city; and the town council in a municipality having
such form of government. The local appropriating
authority may elect to apply the provisions of this
section in any fiscal year commencing on or after
July first, nineteen hundred and eighty-five. The
state treasurer shall annually reimburse a city or
town which accepts this section only for the
amount which otherwise would have been reim-
bursed under the respective clause had this section
not been accepted by said city or town.
Amended by St. 1988, c. 126.
ACTS of 1987, CHAPTER 589
AN ACT RELATIVE TO DISPUTE RESOLUTION.
Section 1. St. 1973, c. 1078, § 4A, added by
St. 1977, c. 730, § 1, and amended by St. 1979, c.
154, § 1, St.1981, c. 351, § 239, St.1987, c. 589,
§ 1, St.2002, c. 300, § 14 and St.2010, c. 131,
§ 106, provides:
Section 4A.(1) (a)(i) There shall be in the execu-
tive office of labor, but not subject to the jurisdic-
tion thereof, a committee to be known as the joint
labor-management committee, in this section re-
ferred to as the committee. The committee shall be
composed of 15 members including a chairman
and a vice-chairman and such alternate members
as the committee shall approve. Twelve committee
members shall be appointed by the governor as
follows: 3 firefighters from nominations submitted
by the Professional Firefighters of Massachusetts,
International Association of Firefighters, AFL-CIO,
3 police officers from nominations submitted by the
International Brotherhood of Police Officers,
NAGE, SEIU, New England PBA, I.U.P.A., AFL-
CIO, AFL-CIO, the Boston Patrolmen's Association
IUPA, AFL-CIO, the Massachusetts Coalition of
Police, IUPA, AFL-CIO; and the Massachusetts
Police Association and 6 from nominations submit-
ted by the Advisory Committee on Local Govern-
ment established under section 62 of chapter 3 of
the General Laws. Said twelve members shall be
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appointed for a term of three years; provided how-
ever that in making his initial appointments, the
governor shall appoint one member nominated by
said professional firefighters organization for a
term of one year, one such member for a term of
two years, and one such member for a term of
three years; one member nominated by said pro-
fessional police organization for a term of one year,
one such member for a term of two years, and one
such member for a term of three years; and two
members nominated by said advisory commission
for a term of one year; two such members for a
term of two years, and two such members for a
term of three years. Any member of the committee
may be removed by the governor for neglect of
duty, malfeasance in office, or upon request by the
nominating body.
(ii) The chairman and vice-chairman shall be
nominated by the committee, and appointed by the
governor for a term of three years. The chairman
shall be the chief administrative officer of the com-
mittee. The vice-chairman shall assist the chairman
and may be authorized by the chairman to act for
him in his absence and shall have the full powers
of the chairman when so authorized and he shall
vote only in the absence of the chairman.
(iii) Alternate members may serve for such term
and under such conditions, as the committee shall
determine. Said professional police organizations,
professional fire organizations, and said advisory
commission shall specify alternate members to rep-
resent their respective members, subject to the
approval of the full committee.
(b) In matters exclusively pertaining to munici-
pal firefighters, committee members nominated for
appointment by professional police organizations
shall not vote. In matters exclusively pertaining to
municipal police officers, committee members
nominated for appointment by professional fire-
fighters organizations shall not vote. All committee
members shall be eligible to vote on matters of
common and general interest. The number of com-
mittee members representing the local government
advisory commission and the number of committee
members representing the professional firefighters
or police organizations entitled to vote on any
matter coming before the committee shall be equal.
The chairman may cast the deciding vote on any
matter relating to a dispute concerning negotia-
tions over the terms and provisions of a collective
bargaining agreement, including any decision to
take jurisdiction over a dispute.
(c) Members and alternate members of the com-
mittee shall serve without compensation, but shall
be entitled to reimbursement, out of any funds
available for the purpose, for reasonable travel or
other expenses actually incurred in the perform-
ance of their committee duties. The chairman and
vice-chairman shall be compensated for time spent
for the committee business on a per diem basis at a
rate to be determined by the secretary of adminis-
tration and finance. The committee may purchase
such supplies and equipment, and may employ
such clerical, staff and other personnel who shall
not be subject to the provisions of section nine A of
chapter thirty or chapter thirty-one of the General
Laws, as they deem necessary to the conduct of
committee business out of any funds available for
the purpose. Members and alternate members of
the committee employed by a municipality shall be
granted leave, if on duty, by the municipal employ-
er for those regularly scheduled work hours spent
in the performance of committee business.
(2) (a) The committee shall have oversight re-
sponsibility for all collective bargaining negotia-
tions involving municipal police officers and fire-
fighters. The committee shall, at its discretion, have
jurisdiction in any dispute over the negotiations of
the terms of a collective bargaining agreement in-
volving municipal firefighters or police officers;
provided, however, that the committee may deter-
mine whether the proceedings for the prevention of
any prohibited practices filed with the labor rela-
tions commission shall or shall not prevent arbitra-
tion pursuant to this section.
(b) After notification by the committee, the par-
ties to any municipal police and fire negotiations
shall file with the committee, in such time as the
committee orders:
(1) copies of all requests to bargain, and of all
bargaining agenda;
(2) notification of the apparent exhaustion of the
processes of collective bargaining;
(3) notification of all pending unfair labor prac-
tice proceedings between the parties;
(4) copies of any factfinding reports;
(5) notification of any impasse extending beyond
completion of factfinding procedures;
(6) copies of any collective bargaining agree-
ments, and any relevant personnel ordinances, by-
laws, and rules and regulations; and
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(7) such other information as the committee may
reasonably require.
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of the first
paragraph of section nine of chapter one hundred
and fifty E of the General Laws to the contrary,
when either party or the parties acting jointly to a
municipal police and fire collective bargaining ne-
gotiations believe that the process of collective
bargaining has been exhausted the party or both
parties shall petition first the committee for the ex-
ercise of jurisdiction and for the determination of
the apparent exhaustion of the process of collec-
tive bargaining.
The committee shall forthwith review the petition
and shall make a determination within thirty days
whether to exercise jurisdiction over the dispute.
Subject to the provisions of the second paragraph
of clause (d ) of this subdivision, if the committee
declines to exercise jurisdiction over the dispute or
fails to act within thirty days of receipt of the
petition on jurisdiction, the petition shall be auto-
matically referred to the board of arbitration and
conciliation, hereinafter referred to as the board,
for disposition in accordance with the provisions of
section nine of chapter one hundred and fifty E of
the General Laws.
The petition to the committee shall identify the
issues in dispute, the parties, the efforts of the
parties to resolve the dispute and such other infor-
mation as may be prescribed in the rules of the
committee.
Said board shall not accept any petition from a
party to a municipal police and fire negotiation
under section nine of chapter one hundred and fifty
E of the General Laws if the petition has not been
first reviewed in accordance with the provisions of
this section by the committee.
(d) The committee or its representatives or medi-
ators appointed by it may meet with the parties to a
dispute, conduct formal or informal conferences,
and take other steps including mediation to en-
courage the parties to agree on the terms ol a
collective bargaining agreement or the procedures
to resolve a dispute. The committee shall make
every effort to encourage the parties to engage in
good faith negotiations to reach settlement through
negotiation or mediation, and may, upon a vote of
the committee, initiate factfinding proceedings.
The committee after consultation with the board
of arbitration and conciliation may remove at any
time from the jurisdiction of the board any dispute
in which the board has exercised jurisdiction, and
the board shall then take no further action in such
dispute. The committee may, at any time, remand
to the board any dispute over which the committee
has exercised jurisdiction. The board shall assist
and cooperate with the committee in its perform-
ance of the committee's duties. Disputes over
which the committee does not exercise jurisdiction
shall be governed by all other applicable provisions
of law.
(3) (a) The committee shall have exclusive ju-
risdiction in matters over which it assumes juris-
diction and shall determine whether issues in
negotiations have remained unresolved for an
unreasonable period of time resulting in the ap-
parent exhaustion of the processes of collective
bargaining. If the committee makes such a de-
termination it is authorized to hold a hearing to
identify:
(1) the issues that remain in dispute;
(2) the current positions of the parties;
(3) the views of the parties as to how the con-
tinuing dispute should be resolved; and
(4) the preferences of the parties as to the mech-
anism to be followed in order to reach a final
agreement between the parties.
If the committee, after a full hearing, finds there
is an apparent exhaustion of the processes of col-
lective bargaining which constitutes a potential
threat to public welfare, it shall so notify the par-
ties of its findings.
Within ten days of such notification, the commit-
tee shall also notify the parties of its intent to
invoke such procedures and mechanisms as it
deems appropriate for the resolution of the collec-
tive bargaining negotiations. Such procedures and
mechanisms may include, but need not be limited
to:
(1) any form of arbitration, including, but not
limited to, conventional arbitration, issue by issue
or last best offer;
(2) arbitration for all or any issue in dispute;
provided, however, that the committee may direct
the parties to conduct further negotiations concern-
ing issues not specified for arbitration;
(3) single arbitrators, including the chairman,
vice-chairman or an outside neutral arbitrator;
(4) an arbitration board, which may include la-
bor and public management representatives as vot-
ing or non-voting members;
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(5) separate stages or procedures for the execu-
tive and legislative bodies of a municipality.
The factors to be given weight in any decision or
determination resulting from the mechanism or
procedures determined by the committee to be
followed by the parties in order to reach final
agreement pursuant to this section shall include,
but not be limited to:
(1) Such an award which shall be consistent
with: (i ) section twenty-one C of chapter fifty-nine
of the General Laws, and (ii ) any appropriation for
that fiscal year from the fund established in section
two D of chapter twenty-nine of the General Laws.
(2) The financial ability of the municipality to
meet costs.
The commissioner of revenue shall assist the
committee in determining such financial ability.
Such factors which shall be taken into consider-
ation shall include but not be limited to: (i ) the
city, town, or district's state reimbursements and
assessments; (ii ) the city, town or district's long
and short term bonded indebtedness; (iii ) the city,
town or district's estimated share in the metropoli-
tan district commission's deficit; (iv ) the city,
town or district's estimated share in the Massachu-
setts Bay Transportation Authority's deficit; and
(v ) consideration of the average per capita proper-
ty tax burden, average annual income of members
of the community, the effect any accord might have
on the respective property tax rates on the city or
town.
(3) The interests and welfare of the public.
(4) The hazards of employment, physical, edu-
cational and mental qualifications, job training and
skills involved.
(5) A comparison of wages, hours and conditions
of employment of the employees involved in the
arbitration proceedings with the wages, hours and
conditions of employment of other employees per-
forming similar services and with other employees
generally in public and private employment in
comparable communities.
(6) The decisions and recommendations of the
factfinder, if any.
(7) The average consumer prices for goods and
services, commonly known as the cost of living.
(8) The overall compensation presently received
by the employees, including direct wages and
fringe benefits.
(9) Changes in any of the foregoing circum-
stances during the pendency of the dispute.
(10) Such other factors, not confined to the fore-
going, which are normally or traditionally taken
into consideration in the determination of wages,
hours and conditions of employment through vol-
untary collective bargaining, mediation, factfind-
ing, arbitration or otherwise between parties, in the
public service or in private employment.
(11) The stipulation of the parties.
Any decision or determination resulting from the
mechanism or procedures determined by the com-
mittee if supported by material and substantive
evidence on the whole record shall be, subject to
the approval by the legislative body of a funding
request as set forth in this section, binding upon
the public employer and employee organization, as
set forth in chapter one hundred and fifty E of the
General Laws, and may be enforced at the instance
of either party or the committee in the superior
court in equity; provided, however, that the scope
of arbitration in police matters shall be limited to
wages, hours, and conditions of employment and
shall not include the following matters of inherent
managerial policy: the right to appoint, promote,
assign, and transfer employees; and provided, fur-
ther, that the scope of arbitration in firefighter
matters shall not include the right to appoint and
promote employees. Assignments shall not be with-
in the scope of arbitration; provided, however, that
the subject matters of initial station assignment
upon appointment or promotion shall be within the
scope of arbitration. The subject matter of transfer
shall not be be within the scope of arbitration,
provided however, that the subject matters of rela-
tionship of seniority to transfers and disciplinary
and punitive transfers shall be within the scope of
arbitration. Notwithstanding any other provisions
of this act to the contrary, no municipal employer
shall be required to negotiate over subjects of mini-
mum manning of shift coverage, with an employee
organization representing municipal police officers
and firefighters. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to include within the scope of arbitration
any matters not otherwise subject to collective bar-
gaining under the provisions of chapter one hun-
dred and fifty E of the General Laws. The employer
shall submit to the appropriate legislative body
within thirty days after the date on which the
decision or determination is issued a request for
the appropriation necessary to fund such decision
or determination, with his recommendation for ap-
proval of said request. Notwithstanding the forego-
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ing, where the legislative body is a town meeting,
such request shall be made to the earlier of (i ) the
next occurring annual town meeting, or (ii ) the
next occurring special town meeting. The employer
and the exclusive employee representative shall
support any such decision or determination in the
same way and to the same extent that the employer
or the exclusive employee representative, respec-
tively, is required to support any other decision or
determination agreed to by an employer and an
exclusive employee representative pursuant to the
provisions of said chapter one hundred and fifty E
of the General Laws. If the municipal legislative
body votes not to approve the request for appropri-
ation, the decision or determination shall cease to
be binding on the parties and the matter shall be
returned to the parties for further bargaining. The
committee may take such further action as it deems
appropriate, including without limitation, inquiring
as to the municipal legislative body's vote.
The commencement of a new municipal finance
year prior to the final awards by the arbitration
panel shall not be deemed to render a dispute
moot, or to otherwise impair the jurisdiction or
authority of the arbitration panel or its award. Any
award of the arbitration panel may be retroactive
to the expiration date of the last contract.
If a municipal employer, or an employee organi-
zation willfully disobeys a lawful order of enforce-
ment pursuant to this section, or willfully encour-
ages or offers resistance to such order, whether by
strike or otherwise, the punishment for each day
that such contempt continues may be a fine for
each day to be determined at the discretion of said
court. Such fine shall be in addition to such other
remedies as the court may determine.
No member of a unit of municipal police officers
or firefighters who is employed on a less than full-
time basis shall be subject to the provisions of this
clause.
When the parties to a municipal police or fire
collective bargaining negotiation jointly design
their own dispute resolution procedures, they may
divest the committee of jurisdiction by presenting a
written agreement of their procedures to the com-
mittee; provided, however, that the committee
finds that said procedures provide for a final reso-
lution of the dispute, without resort to strike, job
action, or lockout; and provided, further that if the
committee subsequently finds that either of the
parties fails to abide by said procedures, the com-
mittee shall assume jurisdiction of the dispute.
(b) In any dispute resolution conducted by other
than the committee or its members or staff, the
parties shall share and pay equally the costs in-
volved in such resolution; provided, however, that
pursuant to a vote of the committee and subject to
the availability of funds for the purpose thereof,
said costs may be paid by the committee.
(c) The committee shall have jurisdiction in any
particular dispute concerning job titles over which
the parties have negotiated or to remove specific
job titles from collective bargaining for individuals
performing certain specific management duties.
(4) The committee shall promulgate rules and
regulations necessary for the performance and en-
forcement of the responsibilities and powers set
forth in this act; provided, however, that said
committee file a copy of any regulations or amend-
ments thereto with the clerks of the senate and the
house of representatives who, with the approval of
the president of the senate and speaker of the
house of representatives, shall refer such regula-
tions to an appropriate committee of the general
court. Within thirty days after such filing, the ap-
propriate committee of the general court shall hold
a hearing on such regulations and shall issue a
report and file a copy with the joint labor-manage-
ment committee. Said joint labor-management
committee shall consider such report and make
revisions in the regulations as it deems appropriate
in view of such report and shall forthwith file a
copy of the final regulations with the chairman of
the committee of the general court to which the
regulations were referred.
On or before the first Wednesday of each year in
which the provisions of clause (a ) of subdivision
(3) of this section are in effect, the committee shall
file with the clerks of the senate and of the house of
representatives, and with the chairmen of the spe-
cial commission on dispute resolution established
under chapter two of the resolves of nineteen hun-
dred and eighty-four, a report assessing the efficacy
of the provisions of said clause in decreasing the
length and severity of municipal public safety bar-
gaining disputes, and the other impacts, if any, of
said provisions on the collective bargaining pro-
cess. Such report shall include a full listing of any
matters in which the provisions of said clause were
invoked during the previous twelve months, and
the final disposition of any such matters, together
with the committee's recommendations, if any, for
the modification or extension of said provisions.
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The provisions of chapter thirty A of the General
Laws, unless otherwise provided, shall apply to the
committee.
The committee shall have the power to adminis-
ter oaths and to require by subpoena the attend-
ance and testimony of witnesses, the production of
books, records, and other evidence relative to or
pertinent to the issues presented to the committee.
ACTS OF 1993, CHAPTER 179
AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF REVOLVING FUNDS IN CITIES AND TOWNS.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-
three of chapter forty-four of the General Laws,
any city or town may authorize the use of an
intergovernmental revolving fund for the purpose
of operating a multi-community yard waste pro-
cessing or recycling program. This fund shall be
accounted for separately from all other monies in
such city or town and to which shall be credited
only the receipts received in connection with the
program supported by such revolving fund. Ex-
penditures may be made from such revolving fund
without further appropriation, subject to the provi-
sions of this act; provided, however, that expendi-
tures shall not be made or liabilities incurred from
any such revolving fund in excess of the balance of
the fund nor in excess of the total authorized ex-
penditures from such fund, nor shall any expendi-
ture be made unless approved in accordance with
sections forty-one, forty-two, and fifty-six of chap-
ter forty-one.
The intergovernmental revolving fund shall be
established only by those communities responsible
for receiving revenues from the other cities and
towns participating in a multi-community yard
waste processing or recycling program. Partici-
pating communities shall make payments to the
treasurer of the city or town establishing such fund,
who shall deposit such monies into the intergov-
ernmental revolving fund. Payments from partici-
pating communities shall be from properly author-
ized appropriations.
Interest earned on the intergovernmental revolv-
ing fund balance shall be treated as revenue of the
town or city.
A revolving fund established under the provisions
of this act shall be by vote of the board of select-
men or city council and mayor. Such authoriza-
tion shall be made in the initial fiscal year and each
fiscal year thereafter by the appropriating authori-
ty, and shall include a limit on the total amount
which may be expended from such fund in that
fiscal year. In any fiscal year the limit on the
amount that may be spent from an intergovern-
mental revolving fund may be increased with the
approval of the board of selectmen or city council
and mayor. All receipts in connection with the
operation of the yard waste processing or recycling
program shall be credited to the revolving fund and
the department responsible for operating the pro-
gram, as designated by the city or town authoriza-
tion, and shall be authorized to expend from such
fund for the operation of a yard waste processor in
accordance with the accepted procedures of the
city or town for the disbursement of funds, includ-
ing the approval of the mayor and city council or
the town manager or board of selectmen. The city
or town accountant shall submit annually a report
of said account to the mayor and city council or the
town manager and board of selectmen for review
and a copy of said report shall be forwarded to the
bureau of accounts.
At the end of each fiscal year any balance in the
revolving fund shall be carried forward to the fol-
lowing fiscal year. The intergovernmental revolv-
ing fund may be dissolved after the payment of all
expenses incurred by the city or town for the oper-
ation and maintenance of such program. Any bal-
ance shall be returned to the communities contrib-
uting to the fund in a manner equal to the portion
of their contribution.
The director of accounts may issue guidelines
further regulating intergovernmental revolving
funds established under this act.
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SPECIAL ACTS
ACTS OF 1997, CHAPTER 43
AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1998 FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE
DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, INSTITUTIONS AND CERTAIN ACTIVITIES OF THE
COMMONWEALTH, FOR INTEREST, SINKING FUND AND SERIAL BOND REQUIREMENTS AND
FOR CERTAIN PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS.
Section 218. Notwithstanding the provisions of
any general or special law to the contrary, each
city or town shall establish a wetlands protection
fund for the deposit of all fees paid to the city or
town under section 40 of chapter 131 of the Gen-
eral Laws. The fund shall be expended by the
conservation commission without further appropri-
ation for the purpose of defraying the costs of ad-
ministering and enforcing said section 40 of said
chapter 131, but only with the written approval of
the mayor in cities, or city manager in plan E
cities, or the selectmen in towns, or the town
manager in towns which have adopted the town
manager form of government.
ACTS OF 1998, CHAPTER 194
AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1999 FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE
DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, INSTITUTIONS AND CERTAIN ACTIVITIES OF THE
COMMONWEALTH, FOR INTEREST, SINKING FUND AND SERIAL BOND REQUIREMENTS AND
FOR CERTAIN PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS.
Section 349. Notwithstanding the provisions of
any general or special law to the contrary, each
city or town shall establish a wetlands protection
fund for the deposit of all fees paid to the city or
town under section 40 of chapter 131 of the Gen-
eral Laws. The fund shall be expended by the
conservation commission without further appropri-
ation for the purpose of defraying the costs of ad-
ministering and enforcing said section 40 of said
chapter 131, but only with the written approval of
the mayor in cities, or city manager in plan E
cities, or the selectmen in towns, or the town
manager in towns which have adopted the town
manager form of government.
ACTS OF 2002, CHAPTER 184
AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2003 FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE
DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, INSTITUTIONS AND CERTAIN ACTIVITIES OF THE
COMMONWEALTH, FOR INTEREST, SINKING FUND AND SERIAL BOND REQUIREMENTS AND
FOR CERTAIN PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS.
Section 197. (a) Notwithstanding the provi-
sions of any general or special law to the contrary,
any school committee may vote to authorize the
sale of advertising on school buses owned, operat-
ed, contracted or controlled by the school district.
(b) The school committee shall establish a gov-
erning board that will oversee the sale of advertis-
ing on school buses. The governing board shall
establish a school bus advertisement fund com-
prised of revenues from the sale of advertising
space on school buses. The monies in a school bus
advertisement fund shall be kept separate from the
General Fund, not subject to reversion, and may be
used by the school committee for any lawful edu-
cational purposes.
(c) Advertisements must be age appropriate and
not contain promotion of any substance that is
illegal for minors such as alcohol, tobacco, drugs
and gambling.
(d) Advertising approved by the local school
board may appear only, (1) on the sides of the bus,
(2) below the seat level rub rail and not above the
bottom of the side windows; and (3) at least three
inches from any required lettering, lamp, wheel
well or reflector behind the service door or stop
signal arm.
(e) Advertising approved by the local school
board shall not, (1) extend from the body of the bus
so as to allow a handhold or present a danger to
pedestrians, (2) interfere with the operation of any
door or window; or (3) be placed on any emergen-
cy doors.
(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of any general
or special law to the contrary the Massachusetts
Tobacco Control Program, upon approval by the
local school committee, may rent advertising space
on the sides of publicly owned and operated school
buses for the purposes of administrating an anti
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smoking campaign within the school districts of the (g) No more than 25 per cent of the exterior area
commonwealth. of said bus shall contain advertising.
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PART III
EXTRACTS FROM THE UNITED STATES CODE
TITLE 50, APPENDIX—WAR AND NATIONAL DEFENSE
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act
Selected sections
§ 526. Statute of limitations
[Formerly cited as 50 App. USCA § 525]
(a) Tolling of statutes of limitation during military
service
The period of a servicemember's military service
may not be included in computing any period limit-
ed by law, regulation, or order for the bringing of
any action or proceeding in a court, or in any
board, bureau, commission, department, or other
agency of a State (or political subdivision of a
State) or the United States by or against the ser-
vicemember or the servicemember's heirs, execu-
tors, administrators, or assigns.
(b) Redemption of real property
A period of military service may not be included
in computing any period provided by law for the
redemption of real property sold or forfeited to
enforce an obligation, tax, or assessment.
(c) Inapplicability to internal revenue laws
This section does not apply to any period of
limitation prescribed by or under the internal reve-
nue laws of the United States.
(Oct. 17, 1940, c. 888, § 206, as added Dec. 19, 2003,
Pub.L. 108-189, § 1,117 Stat. 2844.)
§ 561. Taxes respecting personal property,
money, credits, and real property
[Formerly cited as 50 App. USCA § 560]
(a) Application
This section applies in any case in which a tax or
assessment, whether general or special (other than
a tax on personal income), falls due and remains
unpaid before or during a period of military service
with respect to a servicemember's
—
(1) personal property (including motor vehi-
cles); or
(2) real property occupied for dwelling, pro-
fessional, business, or agricultural purposes by a
servicemember or the servicemember's depen-
dents or employees
—
(A) before the servicemember's entry into
military service; and
(B) during the time the tax or assessment
remains unpaid.
(b) Sale of property
(1) Limitation on sale of property to enforce tax
assessment
Property described in subsection (a) may not
be sold to enforce the collection of such tax or
assessment except by court order and upon the
determination by the court that military service
does not materially affect the servicemember's
ability to pay the unpaid tax or assessment.
(2) Stay of court proceedings
A court may stay a proceeding to enforce the
collection of such tax or assessment, or sale of
such property, during a period of military service
of the servicemember and for a period not more
than 1 80 days after the termination of, or release
of the servicemember from, military service.
(c) Redemption
When property described in subsection (a) is sold
or forfeited to enforce the collection of a tax or
assessment, a servicemember shall have the right
to redeem or commence an action to redeem the
servicemember's property during the period of mil-
itary service or within 180 days after termination of
or release from military service. This subsection
may not be construed to shorten any period provid-
ed by the law of a State (including any political
subdivision of a State) for redemption.
(d) Interest on tax or assessment
Whenever a servicemember does not pay a tax or
assessment on property described in subsection (a)
when due, the amount of the tax or assessment due
and unpaid shall bear interest until paid at the rate
of 6 percent per year. An additional penalty or
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interest shall not be incurred by reason of nonpay-
ment. A lien for such unpaid tax or assessment
may include interest under this subsection.
(e) Joint ownership application
This section applies to all forms of property de-
scribed in subsection (a) owned individually by a
servicemember or jointly by a servicemember and
a dependent or dependents.
(Oct. 17, 1940, c. 888, § 501, as added Dec. 19, 2003,
Pub.L. 108-189, § 1, 117 Stat. 2854.)
§ 571. Residence for tax purposes
[Formerly cited as 50 App. USCA § 574]
(a) Residence or domicile
(1) In general
A servicemember shall neither lose nor acquire
a residence or domicile for purposes of taxation
with respect to the person, personal property, or
income of the servicemember by reason of being
absent or present in any tax jurisdiction of the
United States solely in compliance with military
orders.
(2) Spouses
A spouse of a servicemember shall neither lose
nor acquire a residence or domicile for purposes
of taxation with respect to the person, personal
property, or income of the spouse by reason of
being absent or present in any tax jurisdiction of
the United States solely to be with the service-
member in compliance with the servicemember's
military orders if the residence or domicile, as
the case may be, is the same for the servicemem-
ber and the spouse.
(b) Military service compensation
Compensation of a servicemember for military
service shall not be deemed to be income for ser-
vices performed or from sources within a tax juris-
diction of the United States if the servicemember is
not a resident or domiciliary of the jurisdiction in
which the servicemember is serving in compliance
with military orders.
(c) Income of a military spouse
Income for services performed by the spouse of a
servicemember shall not be deemed to be income
for services performed or from sources within a tax
jurisdiction of the United States if the spouse is not
a resident or domiciliary of the jurisdiction in
which the income is earned because the spouse is
in the jurisdiction solely to be with the service-
member serving in compliance with military or-
ders.
(d) Personal property
( 1 ) Relief from personal property taxes
The personal property of a servicemember or
the spouse of a service member shall not be
deemed to be located or present in, or to have a
situs for taxation in, the tax jurisdiction in which
the servicemember is serving in compliance with
military orders.
(2) Exception for property within member's
domicile or residence
This subsection applies to personal property or
its use within any tax jurisdiction other than the
servicemember's or the spouse's domicile or resi-
dence.
(3) Exception for property used in trade or
business
This section does not prevent taxation by a tax
jurisdiction with respect to personal property
used in or arising from a trade or business, if it
has jurisdiction.
(4) Relationship to law of State of domicile
Eligibility for relief from personal property tax-
es under this subsection is not contingent on
whether or not such taxes are paid to the State of
domicile.
(e) Increase of tax liability
A tax jurisdiction may not use the military com-
pensation of a nonresident servicemember to in-
crease the tax liability imposed on other income
earned by the nonresident servicemember or
spouse subject to tax by the jurisdiction.
(f) Federal indian reservations
An Indian servicemember whose legal residence
or domicile is a Federal Indian reservation shall be
taxed by the laws applicable to Federal Indian
reservations and not the State where the reserva-
tion is located.
(g) Definitions
For purposes of this section:
(1) Personal property
The term "personal property" means intangi-
ble and tangible property (including motor vehi-
cles).
(2) Taxation
The term "taxation" includes licenses, fees, or
excises imposed with respect to motor vehicles
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and their use, if the license, fee, or excise is paid The term "tax jurisdiction" means a State or a
by the servicemember in the servicemember's political subdivision of a State.
State of domicile or residence. (°ct - 17 > 1940. c. 888, § 511, as added Dec. 19, 2003,
Pub.L. 108-189, § 1, 117 Stat. 2858, and amended Nov.
(3) Tax jurisdiction 1
1
,
2009, Pub.L. 1 1 1-97, § 3(a), 123 Stat. 3008.)
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INDEX
References are to Chapter and Section unless otherwise indicated
ABANDONED OR UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
Appeal and review,
Checks, cities and towns, districts, 200A
§ 9A
Cities and towns, checks, 200A § 9A
C hecks, appeal and review, cities and towns,
districts, 200A § 9A
Cities and Towns, this index
Definitions, collection of local taxes, 60 § 1
Districts, funds, 200A § 9A
Interest, cities and towns, districts, funds, 200A
§ 9A
Internet, funds, cities and towns, districts, 200A
§ 9A
Limitation of actions, cities and towns, districts.
checks, 200A § 9A
Notice, cities and towns, districts, funds, 200A
§ 9A
Presumptions, cities, districts, funds, 200A § 9A
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Unoccupied buildings located on lands taken
for nonpayment of taxes, foreclosure of
right of redemption, 60 § 81A
ABANDONMENT
Buildings, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Dangerous buildings. Buildings, this index
Easements, city or town, 40 § 15
Land no longer needed, cities and towns. 40
§ IS
Municipal project, proceeds from bonds, 44
§ 20
Property. Abandoned or Unclaimed Property,
generally, this index
Sewers and drains, easement, 83 § 4
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Wells, regulation and penalty, 40 § 21
ABATEMENT AND REVIVAL
Cities and towns, penalties, checks for services
not duly paid, 44 § 69
Electricity, nonpayment, liens, 164 § 58F
Excise tax, stolen motor vehicles, trailers, 60A
§ 1
Gas, liens and encumbrances, nonpayment. 164
§ 58F
Liens and encumbrances, gas, electricity, steam.
nonpayment, 164 § 58F
Local taxes, penalty charges, payment with bad
check, 60 § 57A
Nuisances, this index
Repeal of statute, 4 § 6
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Steam, liens and encumbrances, nonpayment.
164 § 58F
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, this index
Water rates, 40 § 42E
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES
Nuisances, this index
ABATEMENT OF TAXES
Taxation, this index
ABORTION
Family planning service providers, home ad-
dresses, telephone numbers, family infor-
mation, disclosure, 66 § 10
ABOVE FOUNDATION REIMBURSEMENT
AMOUNT
Definitions, schools, attendance, 76 § 12B
ABSENCE AND ABSENTEES
Cities and Towns, this index
Compensation and salaries, demand, payment
of wages, 149 § 148
Demand, payment of wages, 149 § 148
District clerks, appointment of temporary clerk,
41 S 123
Leave of Absence, generally, this index
Mayor, 39 § 5
Motor vehicle excise tax, abatement. 60A § 7
Nonresidents, generally, this index
Payment of wages, demand, 149 § 148
Regional school district secretary, appointment
of temporary secretary, 71 § 16A
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sick leave, city and town employees, 40 § 21 A;
41 § mi:
Subdivision control appeal board member, des-
ignation of associate to sit, 41 § 81F
Taxpayer, abatement of uncollectible taxes, 59
§ 71
Town clerk, 41 § 14
Assistant, duties, 41 § 19
Town employees. 40 § 21A; 41 § 11 IB
Town officers, appointment of temporary offi-
cers, 41 § 40
ABSENT DEFENDANTS
Nonresidents, generally, this index
ABSENTEES
Absence and Absentees, generally, this index
ABUSE BETWEEN FAMILY AND HOUSE-
HOLD MEMBERS
Address, victims, confidential or privileged in-
formation, disclosure, 66 § 10
Confidential or privileged information, victims,
disclosure, 66 § 10
Investigative reports, forms, 41 § 98G
Telecommunications, numbers, victims, confi-
dential or privileged information, 66 § 10
ABUSE OF CHILDREN
Reports. 71 § 37L
Schools and school districts, information, pa-
rental access, 71 § 34H
1-1
ABUTTING LANDOWNERS
Adjoining Landowners, generally, this index
ACADEMIES
Duties, preceptors and teachers. 71 § 30
Moral education, 71 § 30
Preceptors, duties, 71 § 30
Teachers, duties, 71 § 30
ACCIDENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE
Insurance, this index
ACCIDENTS
Appeal and review, abatement proceedings,
failure to enter timely appeal, 59 § 65C
Death, this index
Firemen,
Death in line of duty, payment of burial and
funeral expenses, 41 § 100G
Indemnification of hospital and medical ex-
penses, 41 § 100
Human habitation, premises unfit for, 111
§ 127B
Indemnification, police, hospital and medical
expenses. 41 § 100
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
Police, this index
Premises unfit for human habitation. 111
§ 127B
Taxation, failure to enter timely appeal in
abatement proceedings, 59 § 65C
Workers Compensation, generally, this index
ACCOMPLICES AND ACCESSORIES
Arrest, 41 § 98
ACCOUNTANTS
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Appellate tax board members, restriction on
action as, 58A § 1
City Accountant, generally, this index
Restriction, appellate tax board members. 58A
§ 1
ACCOUNTS AND ACCOUNTING
Beach districts, 40 § 12B
Charter commission, home rule procedures,
43B § 8
Cigarette tax proceeds, allocation to transpor-
tation authorities, common carriers, 58
§ 25B
Cities and Towns, this index
City clerks, bond to account for fee, 41 § 13A
Constables, this index
Funds, health care claims trust funds, political
subdiMsions. 32B § 3A
Health care claims trust funds, political subdivi-
sions, 32B § 3A
Inspection, city auditor. 41 § 52
Municipal Finance, this index
ACCOUNTS
ACCOUNTS AND ACCOUNTING—Cont'd
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Open meetings, fines and penalties, 30A § 19
Political subdivisions, health care claims trust
funds, 32B § 3A
Regional health districts. 111 § 27B
Regional police district commission, audits, 41
§ 99H
Regional refuse disposal districts, audit, 40
§ 441
Regional school district committee, audit of
accounts, 71 § 16E
School building authority, 70B § 3D
School buildings and grounds, school building
assistance program, 70B § 3
Schools and School Districts, this index
Selectmen, inspection, 41 § 52
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Town accountants, 41 § 57
Town auditors, examination, 41 § 50
Town treasurer, 41 § 35
Trusts and Trustees, this index
Veterans district, 115 § 15
Water commissioners, 41 § 69B
ACCOUNTS DIRECTOR
County Treasurers, generally, this index
Deductions from required assessments, 59 § 23
ACCUMULATIONS
Fire, hazardous materials, 148 § 5
Interest, generally, this index
ACCUSED
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Satisfaction, tax title account, 60 § 62
Statutes, construction, 4 § 6
ACTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS
Abatement. Nuisances, this index
Abatement and Revival, generally, this index
Abatement or recovery of tax, 59 § 59
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
Attachment, generally, this index
Attorney General, generally, this index
Balance, amount paid for redemption less than
purchaser entitled to, 60 § 63
Bankruptcy, generally, this index
Bonds (Officers and Fiduciaries), this index
Buildings, this index
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Cities and Towns, this index
Consolidation. Merger and Consolidation,
generally, this index
Costs, generally, this index
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
Criminal procedure. Crimes and Offenses,
generally, this index
Damages, generally, this index
Death, generally, this index
Delinquent taxpayers, collection, 60 § 35
Districts, this index
Drinking water protection districts, 40 § 39K
Educational collaborative boards, 40 § 4E
Eminent Domain, generally, this index
Estate of deceased or insolvent taxpayer, 60
§ 36
Evidence, generally, this index
Execution, generally, this index
Failure to assess and pay state or county tax, 59
8 28
Fees, generally, this index
ACTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS—Cont'd
Fire districts, incapacitating emergency medical
technicians, 41 § 111M
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Forfeitures, generally, this index
Forms, generally, this index
Indemnification, expenses of action, police,
firefighters, 41 §§ 100, 11 IF
Injunctions, generally, this index
Judgments and Decrees, generally, this index
Jurisdiction, generally, this index
Jury, generally, this index
Land Court, generally, this index
Landlord and Tenant, this index
Liens and Incumbrances, generally, this index
Limitation of Actions, generally, this index
Merger and Consolidation, generally, this index
Municipal lighting plants, rates and charges,
consideration in tax sale redemption
terms, 60 § 76B
Nuisances, generally, this index
Open meetings, complaints, 30A § 23
Parties, generally, this index
Partition, generally, this index
Petitions, generally, this index
Pleadings, generally, this index
Police, indemnification, 41 § 100
Private nuisances. Nuisances, generally, this
index
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
Process, generally, this index
Reciprocal enforcement of tax liabilities, 58
§ 28C
Regional health districts, powers and duties,
111 § 27B
Regional police districts, power to sue and be
sued, 41 § 99E
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Regional school districts, power to sue and be
sued, 71 § 16
School buildings and grounds, school building
assistance program, 70B § 3
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and re-
view, 40R § 11
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Tax liens, sewer rates and charges, 83 § 16B
Taxation, this index
Torts, generally, this index
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Trespass, generally, this index
Unpaid tax, 60 § 35
Venue, generally, this index
Warrants, generally, this index
Water districts, incapacitating emergency medi-
cal technicians, 41 § 11 1M
Water rates considered in terms of redemption,
60 § 76B
Witnesses, generally, this index
Zoning and Planning, this index
ACTIVE DUTY
Military Forces, this index
ACTS AND RESOLVES
Statutes, generally, this index
AD DAMNUM
Damages, generally, this index
ADDITIONAL CHAPTER 70 AID
Definitions, smart growth, school funds, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
1-2
ADDITIONAL REVENUES
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
ADDRESS
Abuse Between Family and Household Mem-
bers, this index
Change of address, taxation, affidavits, 59
§ 57D
Correctional personnel, home addresses, dis-
closure, 66 § 10
Crimes and offenses, victims, home addresses,
disclosure, 66 § 10
Criminal justice system personnel, home ad-
dresses, disclosure, 66 § 10
Designated public officers and employees,
home addresses, nondisclosure, 66 § 10
Family planning services personnel, home ad-
dresses, disclosure, 66 § 10
General court, officers and employees, confi-
dential or privileged information, 66 § 10
Home addresses, designated public officers and
employees, nondisclosure, 66 § 10
Judicial personnel, home addresses, disclosure,
66 § 10
Law enforcement personnel, home addresses,
disclosure, 66 § 10
Life insurance. Insurance, this index
Police, home addresses, disclosure, 66 § 10
Prosecutorial personnel, home addresses, dis-
closure, 66 § 10
Public officers and employees, home addresses,
disclosure, 66 § 10
Public safety personnel, home addresses, dis-
closure, 66 § 10
Taxation, affidavits, 59 § 57D
Youth services department personnel, home
addresses, disclosure. 66 § 10
ADJOINING LANDOWNERS
Fences, generally, this index
Notice, wetlands protection, 131 § 40
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Special or betterment assessments, surrender
of land, 80 § 3
Wetlands protection, notice, 131 § 40
ADJOURNMENT
Tax Sales, this index
Town meetings, 39 § 9
Less than quorum, 39 § 13
ADJUSTMENT FACTOR
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
ADMINISTRATION
Employees, administrative, payment of wages,
149 § 148
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE, EXECU-
TIVE OFFICE
Appellate tax board, 58A § 1 et seq.
Capital asset management and maintenance di-
vision, seized property management office,
controlled substances, forfeitures, 94C
§ 47
Comptrollers division, bonds, union dues, de-
ductions from salary, 180 § 17A
Purchasing agent division, collective purchas-
ing, commonwealth and political subdivi-
sions, 7 § 22A
ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
AGRICULTURAL
ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § I
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW AND PROCEDURE
Cities and Towns, this index
Open meetings, 30A § 18 et scq.
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
ADMINISTRATORS
Schools and School Districts, this index
ADOPTION OF CHILDREN
Contacts, information, registry, public records,
exemptions, 4 § 7
Records and recordation, registry, contact in-
formation, public records, 4 § 7
Registry, contact information, public records,
exemptions, 4 § 7
ADULT EDUCATION
Schools, receipt and expenditure of funds, 71
§ 71E
ADULTS
Definitions, 4 § 7
Physical fitness programs, gymnasiums, schools,
use, 71 § 71B
ADVERSE OR PECUNIARY INTEREST
Appellate tax board members, 58A § 1
Charter schools, board of trustees, disclosures,
71 § 89
Municipal boards and commissions, 268A
§ 21A
Municipal finance, deposit, 44 § 55
Municipal light commission, contracts, 164
§ 56A
Planning boards, representation of party of in-
terest, 41 § 81A
ADVERTISEMENTS
Bids and Bidding, generally, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Executive committee for educational television,
sponsoring, 71 § 131
Historical commissions, cities and towns, 40
§ 8D
Municipal light commission contracts, 164
§ 56D
Rape reporting and prosecution unit of police,
41 § 97C
Subdivision Control Law, hearings, notice, 41
§ 81T
Tax sale, several parcels of small value sold
together, 60 § 51
Taxation, charges added to tax for collection,
60 § 15
Zoning and planning, hearings, notice, 40A
§ 11
ADVISORY BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND
COUNCILS
Cities and Towns, this index
Consumer advisory commission, cities or towns,
40 § 8F
Data processing centers, cities and towns, 41
§ 23D
Farmland advisory board, wetlands protection,
131 § 40
Farmland valuation advisory commission, 61A
§ 11
Group insurance, counties, cities, towns and
districts, 32B § 3
ADVISORY BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND
COUNCILS—Contd
High schools, student advisory committees, 71
§ 38M
Open meetings, 30A § 19
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44A et
seq.
Schools and School Districts, this index
Student advisory committees, high schools, 71
§ 38M
ADVISORY OPINIONS
Open meetings, 30A § 25
AERONAUTICS
Aircraft, generally, this index
AFFIDAVITS
Abandonment of buildings, land taken for non-
payment of taxes. 60 § 81
A
Charges and fees added to tax for collection,
60 § 15
Collector, filing in evidence. 60 § 1
Low value lands acquired by municipality un-
der tax title, 60 § 79
Recreational lands, classification, 61B § 3
Registers of Deeds, this index
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Tax commissioner, low value lands acquired by
municipality under tax title, 60 § 79
Tax notice, sending, 60 § 3
Taxation, this index
AFFIRMATIONS
Oaths and Affirmations, generally, this index
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Housing, this index
AGE
Children and minors, majority, definition. 4 § 7
City Clerks, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Town Clerks, this index
AGE OF MAJORITY
Definition, 4 § 7
AGED PERSONS
Assessments, real property, 59 § 5
Application for exemption, time, 59 § 59;
60 § 3A
Assistance to the aged and disabled. Social
Services, generally, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Exemptions, taxation, 59 § 5
Improvements to property, necessary for care
of aged person, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Income Tax—State, this index
Local taxes reduction, senior citizen volunteer
services, 59 § 5K
Old age assistance. Social Services, generally.
this index
Personal data, council on aging records, public
status, 40 § 8B
Public welfare. Social Services, generally, this
index
Real estate, tax assessments,
Exemptions, 59 § 5
Volunteers services by senior citizens, local
taxes reduction, 59 § 5K
Records and recordation, personal data, coun-
cil on aging records, public status. 40 § 8B
1-3
AGED PERSONS—Contd
Sewers and sewer systems, rates, tax assessment
abatement, 59 § 5
Social Services, generally, this index
Tax assessments, 59 § 5
Time, application for exemption, 59 § 59;
60 § 3A
Volunteer services, local taxes, reduction, 59
§ 5K
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Taxation, this index
Volunteers, services by senior citizens, local
taxes reduction, 59 § 5K
Water supply, rates, tax assessment abatement,
59 § 5
'
AGENTS AND AGENCY
Cities and Towns, this index
County reports, preservation, 66 § 8
Definitions,
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 2
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Municipal lighting plants, manager, employ-
ment, 164 § 56
Municipal reports, preservation, 66 § 8
State Agencies, generally, this index
State reports, preservation, 66 § 8
Tax receivables, transfers, service agents, 60
§ 2C
Tax title owner. 60 § 47
Taxation, this index
Towns, appointment, 40 § 2
AGGRIEVED PERSONS
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
AGING COUNCILS
Cities and towns, 40 § 8B
Personal data, public status, 40 § 8B
AGREEMENTS
Contracts, generally, this index
AGRICULTURAL LABOR
Disabled workers, payment of health insurance,
payment, 149 § 148
Payment of wages, 149 § 148
AGRICULTURAL LAND
Agricultural Preservation Restrictions, general-
ly, this index
Assessment, 61A § 1
Bad checks, payment of taxes, penalty charge,
60 § 57A
Betterment assessments, 61A § 18
Change in use, records and recordation, 61
B
§ 6
Change in use in pretax year, additional assess-
ment. 61A § 7
Conservation. Agricultural Preservation Re-
strictions, generally, this index
Conversion, residential, industrial or commer-
cial use, taxation, 61A § 14
Conveyance taxes,
Certificate of amount, application, 61A
§ 19A
Forests and forestry, application of law, 61A
§ 12
Land sold for other use, 61A §§ 12, 13
Natural resource purpose, application of
law, 61A§ 12
Nonexempt transfers, 61 B § 7
Nonprofit conservation organizations, appli-
cation of law, 61A § 12
AGRICULTURAL
AGRICULTURAL LAND—Cont'd
Conveyance taxes—Cont'd
Recreational land, application of law, 61A
§ 12
Separation from qualified use, 61A § 17
Deeds and conveyances, eminent domain, con-
veyance tax, application of law, 61A § 12
Eminent domain, conveyance tax, 61A § 12
Entry on property, taxation, residential, indus-
trial or commercial use, conversion, 61A
§ 14
Exemptions, conveyance tax, 61A § 12
Farmland advisory board, wetland protection,
131 § 40
Fines and penalties,
Bad checks, tax payments. 60 § 57A
Use of valuation to evade taxation, 61A § 23
Five acre minimum area actively devoted to
agriculture or horticultural uses, defini-
tions, 61A § 3
Improvement, wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Inland waters, removing, filling or dredging,
131 § 40
Inspections and inspectors, taxation, residen-
tial, industrial or commercial use, conver-
sion, 61A § 14
Interest, roll back taxes, 61A § 13
Land in agricultural use. definitions, 61A § 1
Land in horticultural use, definitions, 61A § 2
Nonprofit conservation organizations, assign-
ments, option to purchase by cities and
towns, 61A § 14
Notice. Taxation, post
Open space lands, roll back taxes, application
of law, 61A§ 13
Option to purchase, cities and towns,
Assignment, nonprofit conservation organi-
zations, 61A § 14
Sale or conversion to residential or commer-
cial use, 61A § 14
Preservation committee, 20 § 24
Preservation restrictions. Agricultural Preser-
vation Restrictions, generally, this index
Restrictive covenants. Agricultural Preserva-
tion Restrictions, generally, this index
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Roll back taxes,
Assessment, apportionment, 61A § 19
Certificate of amount, application, 61A
§ 19A
Change of use, 61A § 13
Discontinuance of qualifying use, 61A § 16
Disqualification of land, 61B § 8
Forests and forestry, application of law, 61A
§ 13
Liens, release, 61B § 6
Recreational land, application of law, 61A
§ 13
Separation from qualified use, 61A § 17
Rules and regulations, wetlands,
Normal maintenance, improvement, 131
§ 40
Notice, 40 § 8C
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Special assessments, 61A § 18
Surveys and surveyors, taxation, residential, in-
dustrial or commercial use, conversion,
61A§ 14
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax liens, 61A § 9
Conveyance tax or roll back tax, 61A § 19A
Recording fees, 61A § 9
Sale of property, 61A § 12
AGRICULTURAL LAND—Cont'd
Tax liens—Cont'd
Valuation of property, application for pur-
pose of evading payment, 61A § 9
Taxation, 61A § 1 et seq.
Abatement, penalty charges, bad check pay-
ment, 60 § 57A
Additional assessment, change in use, 61A
§ 7
Affidavits, classification, 61B § 3
Agricultural preservation restrictions, tax as-
sessments, 20 § 26
Annual determination of eligibility for valua-
tion, application, 61A § 6
Annual list of value ranges, determination,
publication and distribution, 61A § 11
Appeal and review,
Abatement, penalty charge, payment with
bad check, 60 § 57A
Disallowance of applications for valua-
tion, 61A § 9
Rollback taxes, 61A § 19
Application,
Annual determination of eligibility for
valuation. 61A § 6
Disallowance, 61A § 9
Bad checks, payment with, penalty charge,
60 § 57A
Buildings and land occupied by dwelling,
61A§ 15
Certificate of amount, application, 61A
§ 19A
Change in use,
Additional assessment, 61A § 7
Roll back taxes, 61A § 13
Contiguous lands under one ownership with-
in more than one city, 61A § 5
Continuance of qualifying use, 61A § 16
Conversion, residential, industrial or com-
mercial use, 61A § 14
Conveyance taxes, generally, ante
Disallowance of application, notice, appeal,
61A§ 9
Entry on property, residential, industrial or
commercial use, conversion, 61A § 14
Evasion, use of valuation, fines and penal-
ties, 61A § 23
Exemption, 59 § 5
Factors to be considered in valuing land,
61A§ 10
Factual details on tax list, 61A § 21
Fees, certificate of amount of conveyance or
roll back tax, 61A § 19A
Fines and penalties, bad check payment, 60
§ 57A
Inclusion of contiguous land under same
ownership, valuation, 61A § 4
Inspections and inspectors, residential, in-
dustrial or commercial use, conversion,
61AS 14
Liens. Tax liens, generally, ante
Multiple cities or towns, contiguous lands
under one owner within, 61A § 5
Notice,
Additional assessment, 61A § 7
Disallowance of application for valuation,
61A§ 9
Residential, industrial or commercial use,
conversion, 61A § 14
Sale or conversion, residential, industrial
or commercial use, 61A § 14
Oaths and affirmations, classification, 61B
§ 3
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AGRICULTURAL LAND—Cont'd
Taxation—Cont'd
Payment with bad check, penalty charge, 60
§ 57A
Rates and charges, 61A § 4A
Recording,
Certificate of amount of conveyance tax
or roll back tax, 61A § 19A
Fees, record owner, 61A § 9
Release of liens, 61A § 9
Release of liens, 61A § 9
Roll back taxes, generally, ante
Sale,
Conveyance tax, 61A § 12
Residential, industrial or commercial use,
61A§ 14
Separation from qualifying use, liability for
conveyance or roll back taxes, 61A § 17
Surveys and surveyors, residential, industrial
or commercial use, conversion, 61A
§ 14
Time, revaluation applications, filing, 61A
§ 8
Valuation,
Application, 61A § 9
Disallowance of application, notice, ap-
peal, 61A § 7
Factors considered. 61A § 10
Five acre minimum area requirement,
61A§ 4
Timely filing of application, 61A § 8
Wetlands, rules and regulations, notice, 40
§ 8C
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND
EQUIPMENT
Excise tax assessment, 59 § 8A
Exemption, taxation, 59 § 5
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION RE-
STRICTIONS
Generally, 20 § 23 et seq.
Licenses and permits, nonagricultural activities,
20 § 23
Preservation committee, 20 § 24
Reports, 20 § 25
Tax assessments, 20 § 26
Title to property, 20 § 23
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
Cities and towns, procurement, priorities and
preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Counties, procurement, priorities and prefer-
ences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Districts, procurement, priorities and prefer-
ences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Political subdivisions, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Priorities and preferences, procurement, 30B
§ 4
Procurement, priorities and preferences, 30B
§ 4
Purchases, priorities and preferences, 30B § 4
Schools and school districts, procurement, pri-
orities and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Taxation, distress and sale of produce of estate
for taxes on land used in occupation by
one not the owner, 60 § 27
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES DEPART-
MENT
Agricultural lands preservation committee, 20
§ 24
AMHERST
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES DEPART-
MENT—Cont'd
Commissioners, farm land valuation advisory
commission, membership, 61A § 11
AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Preservation Restrictions, general-
ly, this index
Animals, generally, this index
Assessment of agricultural land, taxation, 61A
§ 1 et seq.
Cattle. Animals, generally, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation. Agricultural Preservation Re-
strictions, generally, this index
Controlled substances, plant species from
which derived, eradication. 94C § 47
Equipment. Agricultural Machinery and
Equipment, generally, this index
Exemptions, 59 § 5
Farm land valuation advisory commission, 61A
§ 11
Independent agricultural and technical schools.
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this
index
Livestock. Animals, generally, this index
Machinery. Agricultural Machinery and
Equipment, generally, this index
Motor vehicle excise tax, exemption, 60A § 1
Motor vehicles. Agricultural Machinery and
Equipment, generally, this index
Poultry and Poultry Products, generally, this
index
Preservation restrictions. Agricultural Preser-
vation Restrictions, generally, this index
Roll back taxes, agricultural or horticultural
land, change of use, 61A §§ 13, 19
Rules and regulations, wetlands, notice, 40
§ 8C
Tax assessment, 61A § 1 et seq.
AID TO FAMILIES WITH DEPENDENT
CHILDREN
Social Services, generally, this index
AID TO THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED
TAXATION FUNDS
Cities and towns, 60 § 3D
AIR FORCE
Military Forces, generally, this index
AIR FORCE CROSS
Tax exemption, veteran decorated. 59 § 5
AIR NATIONAL GUARD
Military Forces, generally, this index
AIR POLLUTION
Abatement devices, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Motor vehicles, school buildings and grounds,
idling, 71 § 37H
Prevention devices, tax exemption. 59 § 5
School buildings and grounds, motor vehicles,
idling, 71 § 37H
Tax exemptions, abatement facilities, 59 § 5
AIR RAID SHELTERS
Tax exemption, residential dwellings. 59 § 5
AIRCRAFT
Airports and Landing Fields, generally, this
index
Controlled Substances Act violations, forfei-
tures, 94C § 47
AIRCRAFT—Cont'd
Dealers, federal certificates, registration, 90
§ 49
Debtors and creditors, controlled substances
violations, security interest preference,
94C § 47
Dual controls, registration, 90 § 49
Federal certificates, registration, 90 § 49
Fees, registration, federal certificates. 90 § 49
Forfeiture, Controlled Substances Act viola-
tions, 94C § 47
Landing fields. Airports and Landing Fields,
generally, this index
Model aircraft, registration of federal certifi-
cate, 90 § 49
Nonresidents, registration of federal certifi-
cates, 90 § 49
Pilots, registration, 90 § 49
Priorities and preferences, controlled sub-
stances violations, security interest, 94C
§ 47
Registration,
Dual control aircraft, 90 § 49
Federal certificates, 90 § 49
Fees in lieu of taxes, 90 § 49
Foreign country, 90 § 49
Fuel control, 90 § 49
Government ownership, 90 § 49
Reimbursement, registration fees, 90 § 49
Renewal, registration, federal certificates, 90
§ 49
Schedule, reimbursement, registration fees, 90
§ 49
Security interest, controlled substances viola-
tions, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Tax assessments, apportionment, 59 § 18
Taxation, fees in lieu of. 90 § 49
United States, certificates, registration. 90 § 49
Weight, registration fees, 90 § 49
AIRPORT COMMISSION
Bids and bidding, 30B § 1
Contracts, bids and bidding, 30B § 1
Leases, bids and bidding, 30B § 1
AIRPORTS AND LANDING FIELDS
Airport Commission, generally, this index
Bids and bidding, municipal airport commis-
sions, exemptions, 30B § 1
Borrowing, 44 § 8
Commissions. Airport Commission, generally,
this index
Loans, 44 § 8
Municipal airport commissions, bids, procure-
ment, exemption, 30B § 1
Privately owned airport or landing area, tax
exemption, 59 § 5
Taxation,
Cities, towns or districts, property held in
another jurisdiction, 59 § 5D et seq.
Exemptions,
Privately owned airport, 59 § 5
Public purpose, 59 § 2B
Privately owned airport or landing area. 59
§ 5
AIRSPACE
Cities and towns, leasing, 40 § 22E
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
City or town officials, payment, 44 § 58
Schools and School Districts, this index
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ALCOHOLICS AND INTOXICATED PER-
SONS
Driving while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
ALDERMEN
Acting mayor, 39 § 5
Appointments, powers, 39 § 1
Assessment, street sprinkling, 40 § 17
Dual office holding, 39 § 7
Elections, warrants, 39 § 6
Eminent domain, powers, 40 § 14
Holding another office, 39 § 7
Hot water and steam pipes, authorizing, 40
§ 43
Licensing authorities, delegation of power, 41
§ 13B
Oath by member to payroll, 41 § 41
Powers, allocation. 39 § 1
President, 39 § 2
Acting mayor, 39 § 5
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Tax collector,
Books, demand to exhibit, 60 § 8
Exhibit accounts and receipts, 60 § 94
Removal, 60 § 96
Warrants for election, 39 § 6
ALIENATION OF LAND
Deeds and Conveyances, generally, this index
ALLEGIANCE
Oaths and Affirmations, generally, this index
ALLEYS
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION
Taxation, appeal and review, 58A § 8A
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY
See, also, Renewable Energy, generally, this
index
Municipal finance, indebtedness, 44 § 7
ALTERNATrVES TO CONSTRUCTION
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
AMBASSADORS AND CONSULS
Motor Vehicles, this index
AMBULANCES
Cities and towns, contracts, joint services, 40
§ 4A
Contracts, bids and bidding, 30B § 1
Defraying costs, 40 § 5F
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Fire districts, taxation for purchase. 48 § 69
Towns, defraying costs, 40 § 5F
AMERICAN HISTORY AND CrvlCS
Required subjects, 71 § 2
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
Schools and school districts, courses of study.
71 § 2B
AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
AMHERST
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
AMHERST
AMHERST—Cont'd
Reimbursement, land used by university, 58
§ 13
AMPUTEES
Veterans, motor vehicle excise tax exemption,
60A§ 1
AMVETS
Lease of buildings, 40 § 9
ANCESTRY
Discrimination In Employment, generally, this
index
ANGLING
Fish and Game, generally, this index
ANIMAL POUNDS
Sterilization of dogs and cats. 140 § 139A
ANIMALS
Auctions and Auctioneers, generally, this index
Definition, Dog Law, 140 § 136A
Dog racing. Horse and Dog Racing Meetings,
generally, this index
Dogs, generally, this index
Excise taxes, 59 § 8A
Fish and Game, generally, this index
Game. Fish and Game, generally, this index
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, generally,
this index
Racing. Horse and Dog Racing Meetings,
generally, this index
Sterilization, shelter dogs and cats, 140 § 139A
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Distress and sale of stock for tax on land
used in occupation by one not the own-
er, 60 § 27
Excise tax on certain animals and fowl, 59
§ 8A
Taxation, excise tax, 59 § 8A
Wild animals and birds. Fish and Game, gen-
erally, this index
ANNUAL ELECTIONS
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
ANNUAL EXPENSES
Definitions, municipal lighting plants, 164 § 57
ANNUAL MEETING
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
ANNUAL REPORTS
Reports, generally, this index
ANNUITIES
Insurance, this index
ANNUITY ASSOCIATIONS
Taxation, exemption of property, 59 § 5
ANSWERS
Pleadings, this index
APARTMENT HOUSES
Condominiums, generally, this index
Vehicle blocking fire apparatus, 40 § 21
APPAREL
Wearing Apparel, generally, this index
APPEAL AND REVIEW
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, this index
APPEAL AND REVIEW—Cont'd
Agricultural and horticultural lands, disallow-
ance of application for valuation, 61A § 9
Appellate tax board. Taxation, this index
Betterment or special assessments, 80 §§ 7, 10
Charities, tax exemptions, aggrieved as to eligi-
bility or noneligibility, 59 § 5B
Cities and Towns, this index
Civil citations, weights and measures, 98 § 29A
Disallowance of application of valuation, as-
sessment and taxation of agricultural or
horticultural land, 61A § 9
Dismissal. Taxation, this index
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, failure to
inspect or certify violations, 111 § 127B
Floats, moorings, rafts, permits, 91 § 10A
Horticultural lands, disallowance of application
for valuation, 61A § 9
Licenses and Permits, this index
Local taxation,
Charitable organization exemption, eligibili-
ty, 59 § 5B
Penalty abatement, payment with bad check,
60 § 57A
Motor Vehicles, this index
Open meetings, 30A § 23
Property valuation, urban redevelopment cor-
porations, 121A § 10
Public Utilities, this index
Racial imbalance, school discrimination, 71
§ 37D
Rafts, moorings, floats, permits, 91 § 10A
Regional health district boards, evidence. 111
§ 27B
School discrimination, racial imbalance, 71
§ 37D
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
Sewers and sewer systems,
Nutrient enrichment, reduction, 83 § IE
Rates and charges, 83 § 16E
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 11
Special or betterment assessments. Tax As-
sessments—Special, this index
Subdivision Control Law, this index
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, this index
Tax exemptions, charitable organizations, ag-
grieved as to eligibility or noneligibility, 59
§ 5B
Taxation, this index
Temporary moorings of floats or rafts, permits,
refusal to issue, 91 § 10A
Time, county commissioners, 80 § 10
Trusts and Trustees, this index
Urban redevelopment corporations, property
valuation, 121A § 10
Valuation,
Agricultural and horticultural lands, disal-
lowance of applications, 61A § 9
Urban redevelopment corporation property,
121A§ 10
Water Supply, this index
Weights and measures, civil citations, 98 § 29A
Zoning and Planning, this index
APPEALS COURT
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
Appellate tax board, jurisdiction, review, 58A
§ 13
Jurisdiction, appellate tax board, review, 58A
§ 13
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APPEALS COURT—Cont'd
Justices,
Confidential or privileged information, fami-
lies, disclosure, 66 § 10
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Review. Appeal and Review, generally, this
index
APPEARANCE
Motor Vehicles, this index
Revenue department commissioner, tax hear-
ings, 58 § 1A
APPELLATE TAX BOARD
Taxation, this index
APPOINTING AUTHORITIES
Definitions, statutory description, 4 § 7
APPOINTIVE OFFICE
Definitions, city officers, tenure, 41 § 126
APPORTIONMENT
Betterment or special assessments, 80 § 13
Reapportionment, special or betterment assess-
ments, 80 § 13
Regional refuse disposal districts, audits, ex-
penses, 40 §§ 44H, 441
Sewers and drain assessments, 83 § 28
Tax Assessments—Special, this index
Taxation, this index
APPRAISALS AND APPRAISERS
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Contracts, towns, 40 § 4
Manuals, tax assessments, 58 § 3
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax Assessors, this index
Tax property, municipal contracts, indebted-
ness, 44 § 7
Taxation, abatement of taxes, exchange of in-
formation, 58A § 8A
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones. 40 § 60
APPROPRIATE FINANCIAL OFFICER
Definitions, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
APPROPRIATE PUBLIC AUTHORITY
Definitions, group insurance, 32B § 2
APPROPRIATIONS
Generally, 40 § 5
Advertising, cities or towns, 40 § 6A
Boards and Commissions, this index
Cemeteries, towns, 114 § 15
Charter commission, home rule procedures,
43B§ 8
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation fund, cities and towns, 40 § 8C
Deduction from amount required to be as-
sessed, 59 § 23
Districts, this index
Fire districts, water favorability studies, 41
§ 124
Fiscal year 1998, St. 1997, c. 43 § 218
Fiscal year 1999, St. 1998, c. 194 § 349
Fiscal year 2003, St. 2002, c. 184 § 197
Home rule procedures, charter commissions,
43B§ 8
Illegal appropriations, restraining, districts. 40
§ 53
ASSIGNMENTS
APPROPRIATIONS—Contd
Improvement districts, unpaid bills of previous
fiscal years, 44 § 64
Improvement of lowland and swamps, 252
§ 4A
Libraries, this index
Light districts, unpaid bills of previous fiscal
years, 44 § 64
Municipal Finance, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Public works contracts exceeding appropria-
tion, payment, 44 § 31C
Purposes, 40 § 5
Recommendations, 44 § 33
Recycling funds, cities and towns, 40 § 8H
Regional school districts, restraining illegal ap-
propriations, 40 § 53
Reserve funds,
Cities, 40 § 5A
Districts, 40 § 5C
Towns, 40 § 6
Restraining illegal appropriations, districts, 40
§ 53
School building assistance program, 70B § 3C
School Funds, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Street Railways, generally, this index
Studies, water favorability studies, 41 § 124
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Water districts,
Unpaid bills of previous fiscal years, 44 § 64
Water favorability studies, 41 § 124
APPROVAL
Subdivision Control Law, this index
APPROVED PRIVATE DAY OR RESIDEN-
TIAL SCHOOL
Definitions, bullying. 71 § 370
APPROVED SCHOOL PROJECT
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
APRIL NINETEENTH
Legal holiday. 4 § 7
AQUACULTURE
Political subdivisions, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Rules and regulations, wetlands.
Normal maintenance, improvement, 131
§ 40
Notice, 40 § 8C
AQUEDUCTS
Cities and towns, borrowing outside debt limit,
44§ 8
AQUIFERS
Watershed Management, generally, this index
ARBITRATION AND AWARD
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
ARCHAEOLOGY
Boards and commissions, historical commis-
sions, 40 § 8D
Historical commissions, cities and towns, 40
§ 8D
Sites and landmarks, historical commissions, 40
§ 8D
ARCHITECTS AND ARCHITECTURE
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Municipal finance, borrowing to pay expenses,
44 § 7
ARITHMETIC
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
ARMED FORCES
Military Forces, generally, this index
ARMENIAN AMERICAN VETERANS ASSO-
CIATION, INC.
Lease, buildings, 40 § 9
ARMISTICE DAY
Veterans Day, generally, this index
ARMORIES
Appropriations, 40 § 9
Municipalities, 40 § 9
ARMS
Motor vehicle excise tax, amputee exemption,
60A§ 1
ARMS (WEAPONS)
Weapons, generally, this index
ARMY
Military Forces, generally, this index
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
Military Forces, generally, this index
ARREST
Constables, this index
Curfew violations, 40 § 37A
Fresh pursuit, 41 § 98A
Hot pursuit, 41 § 98A
Mutual aid programs, police, powers and
duties, 40 § 8G
Police daily log, 41 § 98F
I ;i\ Collectors and Collections, this index
Taxation, this index
Traffic Rules and Regulations, this index
Without warrant, curfew violations, 40 § 37A
ARSON
Tax deeds, statements by prospective purchas-
ers, 60 § 77B
ART AND ARTISTS
Local cultural councils, cities and towns. 10
§ 58
Schools and School Districts, this index
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
ART AWARDS
School expenditures, 71 § 47
ART COMMISSION
Cities and towns, 41 § 82 et seq.
ART GOODS
Tax exemption. 59 § 5
ASBESTOS
Removal, municipally owned buildings, indebt-
edness, 44 § 7
ASHES
Pollution of waters. Marine Fish and Fisher-
ies, this index
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ASSAULT AND BATTERY
Abuse Between Family and Household Mem-
bers, generally, this index
Husband and wife. Abuse Between Family
and Household Members, generally, this
index
Police officer, death in line of duty, payment of
burial and funeral expenses, 41 § 100G
School Officers and Employees, this index
Schools and school districts, physical restraint
of students, rules and regulations, 71
§ 37G
Schoolteachers, this index
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Southern New England districts residence, tax
exemption, 59 § 5
ASSEMBLY
Unlawful assemblies. Riots and Mobs, gener-
ally, this index
ASSES
Animals, generally, this index
ASSESSMENTS
Aged Persons, this index
Boats, excise tax, in lieu of local property tax,
60B§ 2
Condominiums, this index
Deposits, trust, 58 § 28
Gas and Electricity, this index
Legacy and Succession Taxes, this index
Lowland and Swamps, this index
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Ships and vessels, excise tax, in lieu of local
property tax, 60B § 2
Tax Assessments, generally, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this index
Telecommunications, this index
Trust funds, 58 § 28
Water Supply, this index
ASSESSORS
Elections, 41 § 23
Group insurance, town and district employees,
certification of costs, 32B § 3
Statutory construction. 4 § 7
Tax Assessors, generally, this index
ASSIGNMENTS
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Fire insurance proceeds, municipal liens, prior-
ity, 175 § 97A
Foreclosure as to tax title, notice, 60 § 76C
Notice, redemption or foreclosure as to tax
title, 60 § 76C
Redemption as to taxpayers, notice. 60 § 76C
School building assistance program, bonds. 70B
§ 3B
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Tax collectors rights, withholding money pay-
able by town to person owing taxes, 60
§ 93
Tax receivables. 60 § 2C
Tax title by municipality, 60 § 52
ASSIGNMENTS FOR BENEFIT OF CREDI-
TORS
Fire insurance proceeds, municipal liens, prior-
ity, 175 § 97A
ASSISTANCE
ASSISTANCE TO THE AGED AND DIS-
ABLED
Social Services, generally, this index
ASSOCIATIONS AND SOCIETIES
Benevolent Corporations, generally, this index
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
Charities, generally, this index
Credit Unions, generally, this index
Definitions, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Dwelling houses, regulation, 40 § 21
Excise tax, motor vehicles, 60A § 1 et seq.
Exemption from taxation, personal property, 59
§ 5
Federal Savings and Loan Associations, gener-
ally, this index
Fraternal benefit societies. Insurance, this in-
dex
Labor Organizations, generally, this index
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
Motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1 et seq.
Partnerships, generally, this index
Police, this index
Police association, attendance of meetings,
compensation, 41 § lOOGfe
Religious Organizations and Societies, general-
ly, this index
Schoolteachers,
Closing of school for meetings, 71 § 73
Payroll deductions. 180 § 17C
Authorization, 180 § 171
Taxation,
Exemption, 59 § 5
Motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1 et seq.
ASSUMPSIT
Contracts, generally, this index
ASTHMA
Schools and school districts, inhalers, posses-
sion, 71 § 54B
ASYLUMS
Operation by charitable organization, tax ex-
emption, 59 § 5
ATHLETIC DIRECTORS
Employment, duties, 71 § 47
ATHLETICS
Charitable organizations, property, tax exemp-
tion, 59 § 5
Expenditures, equipment, 71 § 47
Facilities, outdoor, construction, municipal bor-
rowing, 44 § 7
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sunday, generally, this index
ATMOSPHERE
Pollution. Air Pollution, generally, this index
ATOMIC ENERGY
See, also, Gas and Electricity, this index
Air raid, bomb and fall out shelters, residential
dwellings, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Fall out shelters, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Radioactive materials, air raid, bomb and fall
out shelters, tax exemption. 59 § 5
ATTACHMENT
City treasurers, defense, 41 § 43A
ATTACHMENT—Cont'd
County register of deeds, destruction of papers,
66 § 8
Records, destruction, 66 § 8
Dissolution,
Destruction of records, 66 § 8
Records, destruction, 66 § 8
Mortgages, this index
Records and recordation, destruction, 66 § 8
Registers of Deeds, this index
Tax collector, defense, 41 § 43A
Taxation, notice, filing petition for foreclosure
of right of redemption, 60 § 66
Town treasurer, defense, 41 § 43A
ATTEMPTS
Suicide, lockup detainees, 40 § 36A et seq.
ATTESTATION
Assistant city clerk, 41 §§ 18A, 18
City clerks assistants, 41 § 18
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Bylaws, cities and towns, 40 § 32
Cities and towns, bylaws, 40 § 32
Emergency appropriations, cities and towns, 44
§ 8
Municipal accounts investigation, copy of re-
port, 44 § 46A
Open government division, 30A § 19
Taxation, action to collect, 58 § 28C
Town taxes, uncollected or not turned over, 58
§ 8
ATTORNEYS
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Appellate tax board,
Appointment, 58A § 5A
Restriction on action as. 58A § 1
Attorney General, generally, this index
City treasurers, employment to defend action
against, 41 § 43A
Compensation and salaries. Fees, generally.
post
Confidential or privileged information, open
meetings, records and recordation, disclo-
sure, 30A § 22
Constables, recommendation, 41 § 91B
District Attorneys, generally, this index
Fees,
Cities and Towns, this index
Firemen indemnification, actions to enforce
liability, 41 §§ 100, 111F
Incapacitating emergency medical techni-
cians, compensation while on leave, 41
§ 111M
Municipal lighting plants, gas, electric,
steam, nonpayment, 164 § 58B
Police indemnification, actions to enforce
liability, 41 §§ 100, 111F
Schools and School Districts, this index
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and
review, bonds (officers and fiduciaries),
40R§ 11
Tax titles, redemption, foreclosure. 60 § 65
Municipal lighting plants, authority to employ,
164 § 56
Open meetings.
Confidential or privileged information, rec-
ords and recordation, disclosure, 39A
§ 22
Public officers and employees, executive ses-
sions, representation, 30A § 21
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ATTORNEYS—Cont'd
Police, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Regional refuse disposal districts, employment,
40 § 44F
Regional school districts, power to engage, 71
§ 16
School buildings and grounds, school building
assistance program, 70B § 3
Schools and School Districts, this index
State police, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Teachers, dismissal, hearings. 71 § 42
Town assessors, employment, 41 § 26A
Town treasurer, employment to defend action
against, 41 § 43A
AUCTIONS AND AUCTIONEERS
Cities and towns, procurement, reverse auc-
tions, 30B § 6A
Low value lands acquired by city under tax
title, 60 § 79
Municipalities, lands acquired through foreclo-
sure of tax titles, 60 § 77B
Reverse auctions, cities and towns, procure-
ment, 30B § 6A
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Tax sale, 60 § 43
AUDIO SYSTEMS
Lockup cells, 40 § 36B
AUDIOVISUAL MATERIALS
Schools and school districts, purchases, 30B
§ 7
AUDITOR IN CHANCERY
Witnesses, generally, this index
AUDITS AND AUDITORS
See, also, Accounts and Accounting, gener-
ally, this index
Abatement, taxation, 58 § 8
Cities and Towns, this index
City Auditors, generally, this index
Counties, this index
Districts, this index
Municipal finance, 44 § 35 et seq.
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Police, regional police district commission. 41
§ 99H
Political Subdivisions, this index
Regional health district accounts, 111 § 27B
Regional police district commission, 41 § 99H
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 441
Regional school district committee, accounts,
71 § 16E
School funds, student activity accounts, 71 § 47
Schools and School Districts, this index
Special or betterment assessments, appoint-
ment, 80 § 9
Tax collector accounts, 60 § 97
Tax lists, 59 § 32
Taxation, this index
Town Auditors, generally, this index
Veterans districts, 115 § 15
AUTHORITIES
Bids and bidding, 30B § 1 et seq.
Cancellation, invitation for bids, 30B § 9
Certification, form. 30B § 10
Competitive sealed bidding procedures, 30B
§ 5
Contracts of ten thousand dollars or more,
30B § 5
BAR
AUTHORITIES Cont'd
Bids and bidding—Cont'd
Form, certification, 30B § 10
Rejection. 30B § 9
Sealed competitive proposals, contracts of
ten thousand dollars or more. 30B § 6
Solid waste, sealed competitive proposals,
30B § 6
Cities and towns, assessment of costs, charges
or fees, increases, 59 § 20A
Collective purchasing with commonwealth, 7
§ 22A
Contracts, 30B § 1 et seq.
Chief procurement officer, delegation of
duty. 30B§ 19
Emergencv procurement, 30B § 8
Files, 30B § 3
Forfeitures, violations. 30B § 17
Increasing quantity, supplies, services, 30B
§ 13
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Minority businesses, sheltered market pro-
gram, 30B § 18
Payment, 30B § 17
Records and recordation, 30B § 3
Sewers and sewer systems, 30B § 7
Sheltered market program, disadvantaged
vendors. 30B § 18
Splitting, division of procurement, 30B § 11
Telephone services, 30B § 7
Time, 30B § 12
Women, sheltered market program, 30B
§ 18
Written, 30B § 17
Deferred compensation program, participation,
29 § 64D
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
Disposal,
Real property, 30B § 16
Tangible property, 30B § 15
Gas and electricity, contracts, 30B § 7
Housing Authorities, generally, this index
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Leases, procurement. 30B § 1 et seq.
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority,
generally, this index
Meetings, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18etseq.
Officers and employees,
Deferred compensation program, partic-
ipation, 29 § 641)
Tax sheltered annuity program, partic-
ipation, 29 § 64D
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Purchases, 30B § 1 et seq.
Collective purchasing with commonwealth, 7
§ 22A
Political subdivisions, 7 §§ 22A, 22B
Products liability, collective purchases. 7
§ 22B
Warranties, collective purchases, 7 § 22B
Real estate,
Acquisition, 30B § 16
Disposal, 30B § 16
Procurement. 30B § 1 et seq.
Redevelopment authorities. Urban Renewal,
this index
Regional transportation authorities, contract
assistance, certification for payment of cig-
arette tax proceeds to, 58 § 25B
Sales, tangible property, 30B § 15
School Building Authority, generally, this index
AUTHORITIES—Cont'd
Services, procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Sewers and sewer systems, contracts, 30B § 7
Supplies, procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Tax sheltered annuity program, participation,
29 § 64D
Telephone services, contracts, 30B § 7
Uniform procurement. 30B § 1 et seq.
Water Resources Authority, generally, this in-
dex
Water supply, contracts, 30B § 7
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE
Definitions, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
AUTOMATIC FIREARMS
Weapons, generally, this index
AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
Alarms and sprinkler systems. Fires and Fire
Protection, this index
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
AUTOMOBILES
Motor Vehicles, generally, this index
AUTOPSY
Lockup detainees, presence, position of choice
of next of kin, 40 § 36A
AVAILABLE FUNDS DEFICIT
Definitions, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
AVERAGE ACTUAL NET SCHOOL SPEND-
ING PER PUPIL
Definitions, smart growth, school funds, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
AVIATION
Aircraft, generally, this index
BAD CHECKS
Negotiable Instruments, this index
BADGES, EMBLEMS AND INSIGNIA
Flags, generally, this index
Identification, police, 41 § 98C
BAILMENTS
Pledges, generally, this index
BALANCE
Municipal lighting plants, statement by manag-
er, 164 § 56
BALLISTIC KNIVES
Weapons, generally, this index
BALLOTS
Elections, this index
Initiative and Referendum, this index
BALUSTRADES
Regulation, city council, 40 § 23
BAND
Schools, transportation, 71 § 47
BANK DEPOSITS AND COLLECTIONS
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, generally,
this index
Bad checks. Negotiable Instruments, this in-
dex
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BANK DEPOSITS AND COLLECTIONS
—Cont'd
Certificates of deposit, municipal finance, in-
vestments, 44 § 55
Certified checks. Negotiable Instruments, this
index
Checks. Negotiable Instruments, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Collectors, payment over, 60 § 2
Districts, retirement systems, special funds, 40
§ 5D
Exempt institutions, 59 § 5
Mortgages, generally, this index
Regional school districts, limitation, 44 § 55
Retirement and Pensions, this index
Taxation, exemption. 59 § 5
Towns, limitation, 44 § 55
Unclaimed property. Abandoned or Un-
claimed Property, generally, this index
BANKRUPTCY
Credit to collector for amount of claims al-
lowed in favor of city or town. 60 § 95
Motor vehicle excise tax, abatement, 60A § 7
Taxation,
Abatement of uncollectable taxes, 59 § 71
Credit, amount of claimed for taxes allowed
in favor in city or town, 60 § 95
BANKS AND BANKING
Bids, municipal employee deferred compensa-
tion program. 44 § 67
Checks. Negotiable Instruments, this index
Cities and towns, contracts. 44 § 53F
Collections. Bank Deposits and Collections,
generally, this index
Contracts,
City, town or district treasurers, 44 § 53F
Services, municipal financing, 44 § 16
Cooperative Banks, generally, this index
Credit Unions, generally, this index
Deposits. Bank Deposits and Collections, gen-
erally, this index
Districts, contracts, 44 § 53F
Dividends. Bank Deposits and Collections,
generally, this index
Drafts. Negotiable Instruments, this index
Federal Savings and Loan Associations, gener-
ally, this index
Municipal Finance, this index
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
Savings Banks, generally, this index
Schools and school districts, contracts. 44
§ 53F
Tax collection, banks designated to receive tax
payments, 60 § 2A
Trusts and trustees, municipal employee de-
ferred compensation program, invest-
ments, 44 § 67
BANKS COMMISSIONER
Credit Unions, generally, this index
Savings Banks, generally, this index
BANNERS
Flags, generally, this index
BAPTIST GENERAL CONFERENCE OF
NEW ENGLAND, THE
Tax exemption, district executives, official resi-
dences, 59 § 5
BAR
Attorneys, generally, this index
BARNS
BARNS AND STABLES
Accessories, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax exemption, accessories, 59 § 5
BARRIERS
Excavations, regulation, 40 § 21
Sand and gravel pits, erection around land not
in public use, 40 § 21
BASE DATE
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
BASEMENTS
Human habitation, nuisance or unfit. 111
§ 127B
Sanitary code, enforcement. 111 § 127B et seq.
BATHING AND BATHING BEACHES
Beach districts, 40 § 12B et seq.
BATHS AND BATHHOUSES
Construction and management, 40 § 12
Management and construction, 40 § 12
Public, construction and management, 40 § 12
BEACH DISTRICTS
Generally, 40 § 12B et seq.
BEACHES
Cities and towns, defraying costs, 40 § 5F
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
Wetlands, bordering, protection, 131 § 40
BEAN BLOWER
Weapons, generally, this index
BEAR HILL RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
BEARER INSTRUMENTS
Negotiable Instruments, this index
BEASTS
Animals, generally, this index
BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS
Taxation, classification of property, 59 § 2A
BEHAVIOR DISORDERS
Mentally III Persons, generally, this index
BENEFIT ASSOCIATIONS AND SOCIETIES
Fraternal benefit societies. Insurance, this in-
dex
BENEFITS
Veterans, this index
BENEVOLENT CORPORATIONS
Athletic property, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Charities, generally, this index
Religious Organizations and Societies, general-
ly, this index
Taxation,
Exemption, 59 § 5
Lists and statements, property held for be-
nevolent purposes, 58 § 5; 59 § 29
BEQUESTS
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
Wills, generally, this index
BETTERMENT ASSESSMENTS
Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this index
BIBLES
Reading in schools, 71 § 31
BICYCLES
Arrest, violations, 85 § HE
Bylaws, 40 § 21
Children and minors, violations, 85 § HE
Citations, violations, 85 § HE
Coin operated locking devices, cities or towns,
40 § 22A et seq.
Designating lanes upon public streets, 40 § 21
False personation, violations, 85 § HE
Fines and penalties,
False personation, violations, 85 § HE
Violations, 85 § HE
Lanes, designation, 40 § 21
Notice, violations, 85 § HE
Ordinances, 40 § 21
False personation, violations, 85 § HE
Parking. 40 § 22A et seq.
Traffic rules and regulations, violations, 85
§ HE
Violations, citations, 85 § HE
BIDS AND BIDDING
Airport commissions, public contracts, 30B § 1
Auctions and Auctioneers, generally, this index
Authorities, this index
Beach district concessions, 40 § 12G
Boards and Commissions, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Districts, this index
Earthquake, public contracts during emergen-
cy, 30 § 39M
Emergencies, public contracts, 30 § 39M
Explosions, public contracts during emergency,
30 § 39M
Floods, public contracts during emergency, 30
§ 39M
Hurricanes, public contracts during emergency,
30 § 39M
Municipal employee deferred compensation
program, investments, 44 § 67
Municipal light commission contracts, 164
§ 56D
Public contracts, 30B § 1 et seq.
Bid deposit, bid bond, cash, 30 § 39M
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Recycling, this index
School bus drivers, wage rates, 71 § 7A
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sealed bids, competitive procedures, 30B § 5
State, this index
State purchases, joint purchases with political
subdivision, 7 § 22A
Tornadoes, public contracts during emergency,
30 § 39M
Towing motor vehicles from ways, 40 § 22D
BILLS
Gas and Electricity, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
Tax Bills, generally, this index
BILLS OF REVIEW
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
BILLS OF RIGHTS
Schools, required subject, 71 § 2
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BILLY CLUBS
Weapons, generally, this index
BIRDS
Fish and Game, generally, this index
BIRTH
Pregnant women. Women, this index
BIRTH CONTROL
Family Planning, generally, this index
BLACKJACK
Weapons, generally, this index
BLANK FORMS
Forms, generally, this index
BLANKET INSURANCE
Group insurance. Insurance, this index
BLANKS
Forms, this index
BLIGHTED AREAS
Housing, generally, this index
BLIND PERSONS
Public money for care or support, Const.
Amend. Art. 18
Public welfare. Social Services, generally, this
index
Schoolteachers, braille, certification, 71 § 38G
Social Services, generally, this index
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
BLOCKING
Obstructions, generally, this index
BLOOD GLUCOSE MONITORING STRIPS
Diabetes, this index
BLOOD TESTS
Blood glucose monitoring strips. Diabetes,
this index
BLUDGEONS
Weapons, generally, this index
BLUE HILLS RESERVATION
Public lands, valuation, taxation, reimburse-
ment, 58 § 13
BLUE HILLS RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
BLUEPRINTS
Security, public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
BOARD AND LODGING
Foster homes. Social Services, this index
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Definitions, statutory description, 4 § 7
BOARDING AND LODGING HOUSES
Excise taxes. Room Occupancy Excise, gener-
ally, this index
Occupancy excise tax. Room Occupancy Ex-
cise, generally, this index
Room Occupancy Excise, generally, this index
Taxation,
Refusal of keeper to give names of persons
liable to tax, 59 § 92
Room Occupancy Excise, generally, this in-
dex
BONDS
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Advisory Boards, Committees and Councils,
generally, this index
Airport Commission, generally, this index
Aldermen, generally, this index
Appointment, Acceptance by voters of elected
position becoming appointed, 41 § IB
Appropriations,
Fiscal year 1998, SI. 1997, c. 43 § 218
Fiscal year 1999, St. 1998, c. 194 § 349
Fiscal year 2003, St. 2002, c. 184 § 197
Archaeology, this index
Bids and bidding, 30B § 1 et seq.
Cancellation, invitation for bids, 30B § 9
Certification, form, 30B § 10
Competitive sealed bidding procedures, 30B
§ 5
Contracts of ten thousand dollars or more,
30B§ 5
Form, certification, 30B § 10
Rejection, 30B § 9
Sealed competitive proposals, contracts of
ten thousand dollars or more, 30B § 6
Solid waste, sealed competitive proposals,
30B§ 6
Charter schools, trustees, 71 § 89
Cities and Towns, this index
City charter commissions, election, powers and
duties, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Commissioner of public safety. Public Safety
Department, this index
Conservation commission. 40 § 8C
Contracts. 30B § 1 et seq.
Chief procurement officer, delegation of
duty. 30B§ 19
Emergency procurement, 30B § 8
Files, 30B § 3
Forfeitures, violations, 30B § 17
Increasing quantity, supplies, services, 30B
§ 13
Minority businesses, sheltered market pro-
gram, 30B § 18
Payment, 30B § 17
Records and recordation, 30B § 3
Sewers and sewer systems, 30B § 7
Sheltered market program, disadvantaged
vendors, 30B § 18
Splitting, division of procurement. 30B § 11
Telephone services, 30B § 7
Time, 30B § 12
Women, sheltered market program, 30B
§ 18
Written. 30B § 17
Counties, this index
County Commissioners, generally, this index
Custody, books and records, 66 § 6
Data processing centers, cities and towns, 41
§ 23D
Definitions,
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Group insurance for civil service, 32B § 2
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
Schoolteachers certification, 71 § 38G
Tax Abatement Law, 59 § 70A
Disposal,
Real property, 30B § 16
Tangible property, 30B § 15
Educational collaborative boards, 40 § 4E
Elementary and Secondary Education Depart-
ment, this index
Energy resources commissions, cities and
towns, 40 § 81
Foundation budget review commission, schools,
state aid, 70 § 4
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS—Cont'd
Gas and electricity, contracts, 30B § 7
Handicapped Persons, this index
Health, Boards of, generally, this index
Historical commission, 40 § 8D
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, generally,
this index
Instructional materials trust fund board, 71
§ 20A
Labor and Employment, this index
Leases, procurement. 30B § 1 et seq.
Mapping commissions, powers and duties, 40
§ 8K
Meetings, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18 et seq.
Municipal, members, restrictions on appoint-
ments, 268A § 21A
Municipal art commission, 41 § 82 et seq.
Municipal disability commissions, 40 § 8J
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Park Commissioners, generally, this index
Planning boards. Zoning and Planning, this
index
Procurement, this index
Public works board. Cities and Towns, this
index
Purchases, 30B § 1 et seq.
Real estate,
Acquisition, 30B § 16
Disposal. 30B § 16
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Reclamation board. Lowland and Swamps,
this index
Records and recordation, 66 § 6
Regional health districts. 111 § 27B
Regional police district commission, 41 § 99F
et seq.
Regional refuse disposal planning boards, 40
§ 44B
Road commissioners. Highways and Streets,
this index
Sales, tangible property. 30B § 15
Schools and School Districts, this index
Selectmen acting as, 41 § 20 et seq.
Services, procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Sewer departments, 83 § 16A
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Sinking fund commissioners, 41 § 44; 44 § 48
et seq.
State Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Supplies, procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Tax Assessors, this index
Tax Commission, generally, this index
Telephone services, contracts. 30B § 7
Trust fund commissioners. Cities and Towns,
this index
Uniform procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Water Commissioners, generally, this index
Youth commissions, 40 § 8E
BOATS AND BOATING
See, also, Ships and Shipping, generally, this
index
Abatement, excise tax, 60B § 2
Application of law, 60B § 5
Excise tax.
Bad checks, payment with, penalties, 60
§ 57A
In lieu of local property tax, 60B § 1 et seq.
Fines and penalties, excise tax,
Assessment, 60B § 4
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BOATS AND BOATING—Cont'd
Fines and penalties, excise tax—Cont'd
Failure to file return within time limit, 60B
§ 2
Payment with bad checks, 60 § 57A
Location, excise tax, 60B § 2
Municipal finance, 44 § 7
Notice, excise tax assessment and due date,
60B§ 4
Ownership, transferred, application for abate-
ment of excise tax, 60B § 2
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Records and recordation, excise tax, transmis-
sion of documentation, 60B § 6
Schedules, valuation for purposes of computing
excise tax, 60B § 2
Tax exemption, commercial fishing, 59 § 5
Taxation,
Excise tax in lieu of local property tax, 60B
§ 1 et seq.
Payment with bad check, penalty, 60
§ 57A
Exemption, excise tax, 60B § 3
Time,
Payment of excise tax, 60B § 4
Return filed with assessors office, excise tax,
60B§ 2
Transfer, ownership, excise tax, application for
abatement, 60B § 2
Valuation, excise tax, 60B § 2
BODIES
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
BODY ATTACHMENT
Attachment, generally, this index
BOMBS AND BOMB SHELLS
Shelters, residential dwellings, tax exemption,
59 § 5
BONA FIDE OFFER TO PURCHASE
Definitions, agricultural land, taxation, conver-
sion, 61A § 14
BONA FIDE PURCHASERS
Recordable real estate instruments, of cities,
towns and districts, binding effect, 40 § 3A
BONDS
See, also, Securities, generally, this index
Cities and towns. Municipal Finance, this in-
dex
Definitions, Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 4
Districts, this index
Drinking water districts, 40 § 39K
fidelity bonds. Bonds (Officers and Fiducia-
ries), generally, this index
Fines and penalties, refusal to issue, exchange
for sinking fund instruments, 44 § 61
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Official bonds. Bonds (Officers and Fiducia-
ries), generally, this index
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1 et seq.
Railroads, this index
Refunding bonds, development districts, cities
and towns, 40Q § 4
Regional police districts, 41 § 99E
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Countersignatures, 40 § 44K
Regional school districts. Schools and School
Districts, this index
BONDS
BONDS—Cont'd
School Buildings and Grounds, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sewer connections, 83 § 3
Street Railways, this index
United States, this index
Water Supply, this index
BONDS (OFFICERS AND FIDUCIARIES)
Actions and proceedings, constables, breach of
condition, 41 § 93
Assistant treasurers, 41 § 39A
Beach district treasurer, 40 § 12E
Cities and Towns, this index
City auditor, temporary officer, 41 § 61A
City Clerks, this index
City officers, surety company authorized, 41
§ 109A
City Treasurers, this index
Collaborative education boards, treasurer, 40
§ 4E
Community chest treasurer, 180 § 17B
Constables, this index
County Treasurers, this index
Delinquent taxpayer committed for nonpay-
ment of tax, 60 § 34A
Deputy,
Collector of taxes, 41 § 37
Fish weighers, 41 § 89
District clerks, temporary clerk, 41 § 123
District officers, surety company authorized, 41
§ 109A
Educational collaborative boards, treasurer, 40
§ 4E
Elections, candidates, public campaign financ-
ing, 58A § 8
Firemen and fire departments, payment of in-
surance companies for surety bonds, 48
§ 69
Fish weighers, 41 § 88
Deputies, 41 § 89
Libraries, trustees, treasurer, 78 § 10
Municipal lighting plants, manager, 164 § 56
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Regional health districts, treasurer, 111 § 27B
Security, generally, this index
Sinking fund commissioner treasurer, 41 § 44
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and re-
view, 40R § 11
State comptroller, union dues, deductions from
salary, 180 § 17A
Subdivision control, security to construct ways
and install municipal services, 41 § 81U
Superintendents, public works, 41 § 69E
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Taxable as personal estate, 59 § 4
Taxation, this index
Teachers associations, treasurers, 180 § 17C
Temporary city officers, 41 § 61A
Temporary town officers, 41 § 40
Town accountant, 41 § 40
Town auditor, 41 § 40
Town Clerks, this index
Town officers, surety company authorized, 41
§ 109A
Town Treasurers, this index
United Fund treasurer, 180 § 17B
Zoning and Planning, this index
BONUS
Municipal light commission members, con-
tracts, 164 § 56A
BOOKS AND PAPERS
Advertisements, generally, this index
Appellate tax board, withdrawal from custody,
58A§ 13
Cigarette excise proceeds, allocated to trans-
portation authorities, common carriers, 58
§ 25B
Cities and Towns, this index
Confidential or Privileged Information, gener-
ally, this index
Controlled Substances Act violations, forfei-
tures, 94C § 47
Debtors and creditors, controlled substances
violations, security interest preference,
94C § 47
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Discrimination, approval, 66 § 8
Examinations and examiners, auditors, 41 § 50
Forfeitures, Controlled Substances Act viola-
tions, 94C § 47
Historical commissions, cities and towns, 40
§ 8D
Libraries, this index
Municipal accounting system, supplying at cost,
44 § 38
Preservation, original papers of state, county,
city or town, 66 § 8
Priorities and preferences, controlled sub-
stances violations, security interest, 94C
§ 47
Production of Books and Papers, generally, this
index
Records and Recordation, generally, this index
Religious societies, registry, preservation, 66
§ 8
Removal, tax collectors papers, refusal to ex-
hibit on demand, 60 § 96
School committees, 71 § 36
Security interest, controlled substances viola-
tions, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Signatures, generally, this index
Subpoena duces tecum. Production of Books
and Papers, generally, this index
Tax Assessors, this index
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Tax title account reduced on account of abate-
ment, 59 § 70A
Taxation, this index
BOOKS OF ACCOUNT
Accounts and Accounting, generally, this index
BORROWING
Cities and Towns, this index
Indebtedness, generally, this index
Loans, generally, this index
BOSTON
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Application of section, 71 § 71
Assessors, application of law, 41 § 24
Assistant assessors, 41 § 25A
Boats, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Commonwealth flats, taxation, 59 § 5
Debt limitation, 44 § 10
Employees, weekly payment of wages, 149
§ 148
Evening schools, fees, 71 § 20
Ferry boat, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Fire alarms, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Fire boat, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Holidays, 4 § 7
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BOSTON—Cont'd
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Limitations, debt, 44 § 10
Motor vehicles, impeding snow and ice remov-
al, 40 § 22D
Parking violations, 90 § 20Ai6
Paving, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Police, collective bargaining agreements, regu-
lations, priority, 150E § 7
Police boat, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Police commissioners,
Collective bargaining agreements, regula-
tions, priority, 150E § 7
Keeper of lockup, appointment, 40 § 35
Police communication installation, indebted-
ness, 44 § 7
Priorities and preferences, parking clerk, 90
§ 20A54
Reserve fund, 59 § 25
Room occupancy excise, local excise, rates and
charges, 64G § 3A
Schoolteachers, reduction of salary, 71 § 43
Sinking fund, transit or tunnel debts, 44 § 2
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81N
Taxation,
Commonwealth flats, 59 § 5
Room occupancy excise, local excise, rates
and charges, 64G § 3A
Traffic and parking commissions, parking me-
ters, 40 § 22A
Traffic signals, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Transit purposes, indebtedness, 44 § 2
Tunnels, indebtedness, 44 § 2
Two thirds vote, general act, municipal finance,
44 § 2
BOSTON EDISON COMPANY
Property taxes, pilgrim nuclear power station,
contract with Plymouth, validation, 59
§ 38H
BOUNDARIES
Cities and Towns, this index
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Highways and Streets, this index
Municipalities. Cities and Towns, this index
Surveys and Surveyors, generally, this index
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
BOYS
Children and Minors, generally, this index
BRAILLE
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, visually impaired student in-
struction, certification, 71 § 38G
BRANDS, MARKS AND LABELS
Distinguishing marks issued to manufacturer,
farmer or repairman, exemption from mo-
tor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
Signature, 4 § 7
Taxicabs, markings, 40 § 22
Weights and Measures, generally, this index
BRASS KNUCKLES
Weapons, generally, this index
BREAKWATERS
Cities and towns, indebtedness, 44 § 7
BREAST AND UTERINE CANCER
Cancer, this index
BUILDINGS
BRIDGES
Highways and Streets, this index
BRIDGEWATER CORRECTIONAL INSTITU-
TION
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
BROOKLINE
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Parking violations, payment of fines, 90 § 20A
Traffic commission, parking violations, sched-
ule of fines, 90 § 20A
BROWNFIELDS
Abatement of taxes, cleanup and redevelop-
ment, 59 § 59A
Taxation, abatement, cleanup and redevelop-
ment, 59 § 59A
BUDGETS
Cities and Towns, this index
Counties, this index
Drinking water protection districts, 40 § 39K
Federal aid, schools, attendance in town other
than residence, 76 § 12B
Health care claims trust funds, deficits. 32B
§ 3A
Municipal finance, 44 § 32 ct seq.
Police, regional police districts, 41 § 99G
Regional health districts. Ill § 27B
Regional police districts, 41 §§ 99E, 99G
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Regional school districts, power to adopt, 71
§ 16
School Funds, generally, this index
Towns,
Estimate, 41 § 59
Submitting at town meeting, 39 § 16
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
Construction. Buildings, this index
BUILDING INSPECTORS
Abandoned or dangerous buildings, land taken
or purchased by city or town for nonpay-
ment of taxes, notice, 60 § 81A
Fines and penalties, failure to make building
safe, 143 § 9
Land taken or purchased by city or town for
nonpayment of taxes, notice, 60 § 81A
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Notice, land taken or purchased by city or town
for nonpayment of taxes, 60 § 81A
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
BUILDINGS
Abandoned or dangerous building,
Demolition, occupying, 143 § 9
Eviction of occupant. 143 § 9
Fines and penalties, 143 § 9
Lands taken for nonpayment of taxes, fore-
closure of rights of redemption. 60
§ 81A
Lessee, refusal to make safe, 143 § 9
Mortgages, possession in mortgagee, 143 § 9
et seq.
Owners and ownership, refusal to make safe,
143 § 9
Possession in mortgagee, 143 § 9 et seq.
Report, 143 § 9
Actions and proceedings, nuisances, removal by
city, expenses, 139 § 3A
Affordable housing, smart growth zoning dis-
tricts, 40R § 1 et seq.
BUILDINGS—Contd
Air raid, bomb and fall out shelters, residential
dwellings, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Alarms and sprinkler systems. Fires and Fire
Protection, this index
Art commission approval, 41 § 84
Balustrades or projections, regulation, 40 § 23
Banks and Banking, generally, this index
Bath and work houses, 40 § 12
Blueprints, security, public records, exemp-
tions, 4 § 7
Bomb shelters, residential dwellings, tax ex-
emption, 59 § 5
Building Inspectors, generally, this index
Building permits. Licenses and permits, gener-
ally, post
Capital planning committee, towns. 41 § 106B
Condominiums, generally, this index
Construction,
Capital planning committee, 41 § 106B
Debris, permits, requirement, 40 § 54
Permits. Licenses and permits, generally,
post
Political subdivisions, bids and bidding, 30
§ 39M
Regional school district, 71 § 16
Costs, demolition, abandoned or dangerous
structure, 143 § 9
County Buildings and Grounds, generally, this
index
Dangerous. Abandoned or dangerous build-
ing, generally, ante
Demolition,
Abandoned or dangerous building, 143 § 9
Nuisances, removal by city, actions for ex-
penses, 139 § 3A
Political subdivisions, bids and bidding, 30
§ 39M
Unfit for human habitation, 111 § 127B
Dwellings, generally, this index
Eviction, abandoned or dangerous building,
143 § 9
Fall out shelters, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Fines and penalties,
Abandoned or dangerous structures, 143 § 9
Dangerous or abandoned structures, 143 § 9
Unsafe, 143 § 9
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
Fires and Fire Protection, generally, this index
Forests and forestry, taxation, 61 §§ 2, 4
Forfeitures, abandoned or dangerous building,
143 § 9
Heat and Heating, generally, this index
Highways and streets, abandoned or dangerous
buildings, closing to protect public. 143
§ 9
Hospitals, generally, this index
Housing, generally, this index
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Inspection and inspectors,
Building Inspectors, generally, this index
Consolidation of offices, action for subpoe-
nas for administration, 43C § 13
Optional forms of municipal administration,
consolidation of offices, 43C § 13
Insurance fund, 40 § 13
Interest, nuisances, removal by city, expenses,
139 § 3A
Leases, generally, this index
Licenses and permits,
Appeals board, jurisdiction, 41 § 81Z
Debris, disposal, requirements, 40 § 54
Former railroad rights of way, 40 § 54A
i-13
BUILDINGS—Contd
I icenses and permits—Cont'd
Railroad right of way, lands formerly used
as. 40 § 54A
Subdivisions. 41 § 81Y
\\ iter supply, prerequisite, issuance, 40 § 54
I iens and incumbrances,
Demolition cost of abandoned or dangerous
structure, 143 § 9
Nuisances, removal by city, expenses, 139
§ 3A
Markets. 40 §§ 9, 10
Mortgages, possession in mortgagee, aban-
doned or dangerous building, refusal to
make safe, 143 § 9
Municipal buildings insurance fund. 40 § 13
Nuisances,
Actions, demolition or removal of building
by city, expenses. 139 § 3A
Demolition or removal, expenses, municipal
removal, 139 § 3A
Interest, removal by city, expenses, 139 § 3A
Liens, removal by city, expenses. 139 § 3A
Removal by city, expenses, 139 § 3A
Numbers and numbering, regulation, 40 § 21
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 10
Owners and ownership. Abandoned or dan-
gerous building, ante
Permits. Licenses and permits, generally, ante
Planning. Zoning and Planning, generally, this
index
Plans and Specifications, generally, this index
Political subdivisions, repairs and maintenance,
contracts, 30 § 39M
Pollution of waters. Marine Fish and Fisher-
ies, this index
Possession in mortgagee. Mortgages, ante
Projections, regulations, 40 § 23
Public Improvements and Public Works, gener-
ally, this index
Public markets. 40 § 10
Railroads, this index
Records and recordation, security, public rec-
ords, exemptions, 4 § 7
Recreational lands, taxation, 61B § 10
Regional health districts, reimbursement, 111
§ 27C
Regional school districts, power to construct,
71 § 16
Religious Organizations and Societies, this in-
dex
Remodeling, municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
Repairs and maintenance.
Municipal indebtedness. 44 § 7
Political subdivisions, bidding requirements,
30 § 39M
Right of way, railroads, sale, permits, 40 § 54A
Safety, security, public records, exemptions, 4
§ 7
Sanitation, sanitary fill, demolished, abandoned
or dangerous structure, 143 § 9
School building assistance program, 70B § 1 et
seq.
School Buildings and Grounds, generally, this
index
Security, public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
Sites, master plan, 40 § 10
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et seq.
Specifications. Plans and Specifications, gen-
erally, this index
State Buildings, generally, this index
BUILDINGS
BUILDINGS—Cont'd
Tax exemption, residential air raid, bomb or
fall out shelters, 59 § 5
Trespass, prosecution, 41 § 36
United States, this index
Waste water treatment facilities, 83 § 1
Water Supply, generally, this index
Zoning and Planning, generally, this index
BULKHEADS OR SCUTTLES
Cities and towns, indebtedness, 44 § 7
BULLYING
Cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Definitions, 71 § 370
Fraud, reports, 71 § 370
Notice, schools and school districts, 71 § 370
Plans and specifications, prevention, interven-
tion, schools and school districts, 71 § 370
Prohibition, schools and school districts, 71
§ 370
Rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Reports, 71 § 370
Retaliation, reports, 71 § 370
Rules and regulations, schools and school dis-
tricts, prohibition, 71 § 37H
Student handbook, prevention, intervention, 71
§ 37H
BUNKER HILL DAY
Holidays, 4 § 7
BURDEN OF PROOF
Evidence, this index
BUREAUS
Public relations bureau, schools and school dis-
tricts, 71 § 38K
Schools and School Districts, this index
BURGLARY
Cities and towns, losses paid from municipal
buildings insurance fund, 40 § 13
BURIAL EXPENSES
Funeral Expenses, generally, this index
BURIALS
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
BURNING
Solid Waste, this index
BUS STOPS
Parking, fines and penalties, 90 §§ 20Afe, 20A
BUSES
Bus stops, parking, fines and penalties, 90
§§ 20A'A, 20A
Parking, bus stops, fines and penalties, 90
§§ 20Afe, 20A
School Buses, generally, this index
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATORS
Schools and School Districts, this index
BUSINESS AND COMMERCE
Charter schools, establishment, 71 § 89
Development and industrial commissions, cities
and towns, 40 § 8A
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1 et seq.
Economic opportunity areas, designation, 23A
§ 3E
Sales, generally, this index
BUSINESS AND COMMERCE—Cont'd
Tax increment financing,
Cities and towns, 40 § 59; 59 § 5
Economic opportunity areas, 23A § 3E
BUSINESS CORPORATIONS
Corporations, generally, this index
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICE
Economic assistance coordinating council, eco-
nomic opportunity areas, designation, 23A
§ 3E
CABLE TELEVISION
Tax assessments, telecommunications compa-
nies, personal property, 59 § 18
CABS
Taxicabs, generally, this index
CALISTHENICS
Schools, physical education, 71 § 3
CALL FIREFIGHTERS
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
CALVES
Animals, generally, this index
CAMBRIDGE
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Parking violations, 90 § 20Afe
Priorities and preferences, parking clerk, 90
§ 20Afe
CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS
Elections, this index
CAMPS AND CAMPING
Military forces, valuation of land, reimburse-
ment of taxes, 58 § 13
CANCER
Breast and uterine cancer, detection and pre-
vention, instruction and training, public
schools, 71 § 1
CANDIDATES
Elections, this index
CANNABIS
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
CAPITAL ASSET MANAGEMENT AND
MAINTENANCE DIVISION
Administration and Finance, Executive Office,
this index
CAPITAL COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
CAPITAL PLANNING AND OPERATIONS
DIVISION
Capital asset management and maintenance di-
vision. Administration and Finance, Exec-
utive Office, this index
CAPTURED ASSESSED VALUE
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
CARDBOARD
Fire prevention, 148 § 5
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CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION
Instruction and training, public schools, 71 § 1
CARDS
Police identification cards, 41 § 98D
CAREER INCENTIVE PAY PROGRAM
Police, 41 § 108L
CARNAL ABUSE
Rape, generally, this index
CARNAL KNOWLEDGE
Rape, generally, this index
CARRIAGE
Regulation and penalty, 40 § 22
CARRIERS
See, also, Railroads, generally, this index
Forfeitures, Controlled Substances Act viola-
tions, 94C § 47
Motor Carriers, generally, this index
Railroads, generally, this index
Ships and Shipping, generally, this index
Street Railways, generally, this index
Telecommunications, generally, this index
CARS
Motor Vehicles, generally, this index
CASH
Money, generally, this index
CASH SURRENDER VALUE
Life insurance. Insurance, this index
CASHIERS CHECK
Bid deposits, public contracts, 30 § 39M
Town treasurers, bill payment, 41 § 35
CASUAL EMPLOYEES
Weekly payment of wages, 149 § 148
CATASTROPHES
Insurance, generally, this index
Municipal finance, incurring liabilities in excess
of appropriation, 44 § 31
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Religious Organizations and Societies, general-
ly, this index
CATS
See, also, Animals, generally, this index
Sterilization, shelter animals, 140 § 139A
CATTLE
Animals, generally, this index
CAUSES OF ACTION
Actions and Proceedings, generally, this index
CAUSTIC CHEMICALS
Protection devices, school buses, 71 § 55C
CEASE AND DESIST ORDERS
Injunctions, generally, this index
CEDAR JUNCTION CORRECTIONAL IN-
STITUTION
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
CELEBRATIONS
Cities or towns, appropriations. 40 § 9
CHARITIES
CEMETERIES AND DEAD BODIES
Administrators. Probate Proceedings, this in-
dex
Appropriations,
Improvements, 44 § 7
Towns, 114 § 15
Bequests, 114 § 25
Boards and commissions. Commissioners,
generally, post
Commissioners,
Appointment, vote on petition. 41 § 21
Compensation, 41 § 22
Election, 41 § 23
Powers and duties, 41 § 691)
Vacancy in office, 41 § 22
Deeds and conveyances, lots, numbers. 114
§ 15
Establishment and maintenance, 44 § 7
Executors. Probate Proceedings, this index
Exemption from taxation. 59 § 5
Fees, markers, lot numbers. 114 § 15
Firefighters, payment of expenses, municipali-
ties, 41 § 100G
Funds, 44 § 7
Holding and applying, 114 § 19
Funeral Expenses, generally, this index
Gifts, 114 § 25
Improvements, 44 § 7
Investments, gifts and bequests, 114 § 25
Lots, numbers, 114 § 15
Markers, lot numbers, 114 § 15
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
Notice, markers, lot numbers, 114 § 15
Numbers, lots, 114 § 15
Paths and avenues. 114 § 15
Perpetual care funds, investment, 44 § 54
Police officers, payment of expenses, munici-
palities, 41 § 100G
Probate Proceedings, this index
Records and recordation.
Funds, 114 § 19 et seq.
Markers, lot numbers, 114 § 15
Taxation, exemption of property, 59 § 5
Tombs, taxation, exemption, 59 § 5
Veterans, this index
Wills, cemetery care, 114 § 25
CEMETERY COMMISSIONERS
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, this index
CERTIFICATES AND CERTIFICATION
Absent due to dangerous disease or exposure,
71 § 55
Applications, annual determination of eligibili-
ty for valuation, agricultural lands, taxa-
tion, 61A § 6
Appropriation orders, 41 § 15A
Assessors, additional compensation. 59 § 21A
Assistant city clerk, 41 § 18
Bearer notes, towns and districts, 44 § 24A
Cities and Towns, this index
City Clerks, this index
Definitions, forest products tax, 61 § 1
Development districts, cities and towns. 40Q
S 2
District notes, 44 § 23 et seq.
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, demoli-
tion or removal. 111 § 127B
Elections, this index
Elementary and Secondary Education Depart-
ment, this index
Extended courses of study, resident taking in
another town, 71 § 76
CERTIFICATES AND CERTIFICATION
—Cont'd
Federal aircraft certificates, registration, 90
§ 49
Fire districts, assessments of local taxes, 59
§ 21
Fire insurance proceeds, certificate of munici-
pal liens, 175 § 97A
Forests and forestry, taxation, classification, 61
§ 2
Forms, this index
Health districts, tax assessments, 59 § 21
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this index
Historical Sites and Property, this index
Housing, this index
Improvement districts, tax assessments, 59 § 21
librarians, this index
Municipal liens, fire insurance proceeds, 175
§ 97A
Municipal lighting plants, certificate of accep-
tance, liens upon real estate, nonpayment,
service charge, 164 § 58B
Oaths and Affirmations, this index
Open meetings, copies, statutes, 30A § 20
Primary elections. Elections, this index
Proceeds from sale of tax title, 59 § 23
Public contracts, bids, 30 § 39M
Registers of Deeds, this index
Release, redemption of property, tax sale, 60
§ 63
School adjustment counselors, 71 § 38G
School committees, orientation, members, 71
§ 36A
School social workers, 71 § 38G
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
Sewer rates and charges, 83 § 16A
Tax liens, 83 § 16C
Special or betterment assessments,
Liens, payment, 80 § 12
Lists, 80 § 4
Subdivision control,
Approval or disapproval of plans, 41 § 81U
Endorsement on plan, 41 § 81X
Tax assessments, 59 § 31
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Tax Commission, this index
Tax Liens, this index
Tax sales, expenses, local tax collections, 60
§ 37B
Taxation, this index
Teachers. Schoolteachers, this index
Theft, motor vehicles, trailers, excise tax abate-
ment. 60A § 1
Town Clerks, this index
Town notes, 44 § 23 et seq.
Treasurer, dissolution, attachment or injunc-
tion, 41 § 43A
United States, this index
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, affordable housing, income, 40 § 60
Water districts, tax assessments, 59 § 21
Water Supply, this index
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
Bank Deposits and Collections, this index
Trust Companies, this index
CERTIFICATES OF INCORPORATION
State Secretary, generally, this index
CERTIFICATES OF INDEBTEDNESS
Municipal Finance, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
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CERTIFICATES OF PUBLIC CONVEN-
IENCE AND NECESSITY
Lowland and swamps, improvement, 252 § 4A
CERTIFICATION
( ciiilicates and Certification, generally, this
index
CERTIFIED ASSESSMENT EVALUATOR
Tax assessors, additional compensation, 59
§ 21A14
CERTIFIED CHECKS
Negotiable Instruments, this index
CERTIFIED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS
Definitions, housing development incentive
program, 40V § 1
CERTIFIED OR REGISTERED MAIL
Mail and Mailing, this index
CESSPOOLS
See, also, Sewers and Sewer Systems, this
index
Tax exemptions, residential real estate, 59 § 5
CHAIN STORES
Cigarette Tax, generally, this index
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Address, this index
CHARACTER AND REPUTATION
Open meetings, executive sessions, 30A § 21
CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS AND OR-
GANIZATIONS
Charities, generally, this index
CHARITIES
Appeal and review, tax exemptions, aggrieved
as to eligibility or noneligibility. 59 § 5B
Athletic property, tax exemption, 59 § 5
( emeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
Community housing, tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Definition, charitable organization, 59 § 5
Dissolution, distribution of assets, tax exemp-
tion, 59 § 5
Exemption, motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
Fines and penalties, list, disclosing names, 40
§ 51
Leased motor vehicles, excise tax on registered
motor vehicles, application of law, 60A § 1
Motor vehicles, leased vehicles, registered mo-
tor vehicle excise tax, application, 60A § 1
Municipal finance, grants or gifts of funds. 44
§ 53A
Names, disclosing lists, 40 S 51
Notice, assessments, lists. 59 § 29
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
School buildings, use. 71 § 71
Receipts and expenditures. 71 § 71E
Schools and school districts, gifts or grants lor
educational purposes, 71 § 37A
Tax exemptions.
Aggrieved as to eligibility or noneligibility,
appeals, 59 § 5B
Community housing, 59 § 5
Motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
l.ivttion,
Exemption, 59 § 5
CHARITIES
CHARITIES—Cont d
Taxation—Cont'd
Lists, 58 § 5; 59 § 29
Trusts and Trustees, this index
Use of school property, 71 § 71
CHARTER SCHOOLS
Generally, 71 § 89
Schools and School Districts, this index
CHARTERS
Acceptance of statutes, municipalities, 4 § 4
City Charters, generally, this index
Municipalities, acceptance of statutes, 4 § 4
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Water companies, tax exemption, 59 § 5
CHARTS
Maps and Plats, generally, this index
CHATTEL MORTGAGES
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
CHATTELS
Personal Property, generally, this index
CHEATING
Fraud, generally, this index
CHECKS
Negotiable Instruments, this index
CHEMICALLY DEPENDENT PERSONS
Driving while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
CHEMICALS, CHEMISTRY AND CHEMISTS
Eye protective devices, school classes, 71 § 55C
CHESTNUT HILL RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
CHICKENS
Poultry and Poultry Products, generally, this
index
CHIEF ADMINISTRATD7E OFFICER
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
CHIEF EXECUTrVE OFFICER
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT
Forests and Forestry, this index
CHIEFS
Police, this index
CHILD CARE CENTERS AND SERVICES
Schools and school districts, transportation, re-
imbursement, 71 §§ 7A, 16C
Tax assessments, classification of property, 59
§ 3F
CHILD CARE FACILITIES
Child Care Centers and Services, generally, this
index
CHILD LABOR
Continuation schools, 71 § 21
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES DEPARTMENT
Officers and employees, address, telecommuni-
cations, disclosure, 66 § 10
CHILDREN AND MINORS
Adoption of Children, generally, this index
Age, this index
Bicycles, this index
Birth control. Family Planning, generally, this
index
Bullying, generally, this index
Child Care Centers and Services, generally, this
index
Children Born Out of Wedlock, generally, this
index
Continuation schools. Schools and School
Districts, this index
Criminal offender record information system,
volunteers, 71 § 38R
Custody,
Children Born Out of Wedlock, this index
Divorce, this index
School information, parental access, 71
§ 34H
Day care. Child Care Centers and Services,
generally, this index
Definitions, 4 § 7
Divorce, this index
Education. Schools and School Districts, gen-
erally, this index
Evasion of taxes by conveyance to veteran, 59
§ 5
Extended school service, employed mothers, 71
§ 26B
Family Planning, generally, this index
Foster homes. Social Services, this index
Funds, employed parents, extended school ser-
vices, federal aid, 71 § 26A et seq.
Guardian and Ward, generally, this index
Hearing impaired persons, tests, 71 § 57
Illegitimate children. Children Born Out of
Wedlock, generally, this index
Medical attendance and treatment. Social Ser-
vices, this index
Notice, pupil suffering with disease, 71 § 56
Police, this index
Real estate, tax exemption, surviving minor
child, 59 § 5
Reports, abuse or neglect of children, 71 § 37L
School safety patrol members, liability of par-
ent, 71 § 48A
Schools and School Districts, generally, this
index
Social Services, generally, this index
Taxation, exemption, 59 § 5
Visitations, school information, parental access,
71 § 34H
Volunteers, criminal offender record informa-
tion system, 71 § 38R
CHILDREN BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK
Custody, school information, parental access,
71 § 34H
School information, parental access, 71 § 34H
Visitations, rights, school information, parental
access, 71 § 34H
CHINESE RELIEF EXPEDITION
Tax exemption, veterans, 59 § 5
CHIROPODISTS
Podiatrists and Podiatry, generally, this index
CHIROPRACTORS
Firemen, indemnification, 41 § 100
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CHIROPRACTORS—Cont'd
Firemen, indemnification—Cont'd
Retired firemen, 41 § 100B
Police, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired officers, 41 § 100B
CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE
Tax exemption, residences, of officials, 59 § 5
CHRISTMAS DAY
Fire chiefs on duty, additional pay, 48 § 57E
Firefighters, additional pay or day off, 48
§ 57D
Holiday, policeman on duty, additional pay or
day off, 147 § 17A
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Tax exemptions, district superintendents, resi-
dences, 59 § 5
CHURCHES
Religious Organizations and Societies, this in-
dex
CIGARETTE TAX
Evidence, allocations to transportation authori-
ties, common carriers, 58 § 25B
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority,
allocation of proceeds, 58 § 25B
Passenger carriers, allocation of authority, 58
§ 25B
Proceeds,
Allocation, 58 § 25B
Certification for payment, 58 § 25B
Regional transportation authorities,
Allocation of proceeds, 58 § 25B
Certification for payment of proceeds, 58
§ 25B
State treasurer, certification for payment of
proceeds, 58 § 25B
Transportation areas, allocation of proceeds,
58 § 25B
CIGARETTES
Students, tobacco use on school grounds, 71
§ 2A
Taxation. Cigarette Tax, generally, this index
CIGARS
Municipal officials, payment, 44 § 58
Schools, student smoking, 71 § 2A
CIRCULARS
Advertisements, generally, this index
CISTERNS
Forest fire protection, 40 § 1
1
CITATION
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81K
CITIES AND TOWNS
Generally, 40 § 1 et seq.
Abandoned or unclaimed property,
Buildings, generally, this index
Funds, 200A § 9A
Wells, 40 § 21
Abandonment,
Land not required, 40 § 15
Projects, effect on bond issues, 44 § 20
Abatement, penalties, checks for services not
duly paid, 44 § 69
Abatement of taxes. Taxation, this index
CITIES
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Absence and absentees.
Boards and commissions, actions and pro-
ceedings, qualifications, 39 § 231)
Officers and employees, sick leave, 40
§ 21A; 41 § 1 1 lit
Acceptance of law, 4 § 4
Forty hour work week, 149 § 33A
Revocation of acceptance, 4 § 4A
Accountants,
City Accountant, generally, this index
Town Accountant, generally, this index
Accounts and accounting.
Allocated receipts from estimated user fees,
44 § 53E
Audit, 44 § 35 el seq.
Centennial celebrations, 40 § 5H
Collection, 41 § 38A
Emergency sales, 40 § 20
Outside consultants, employment, fees, 44
§ 53G
Actions and proceedings.
Boards and commissions, attendance, quali-
fications, 39 § 23D
Community preservation real estate, dam-
age, 44B § 15
Continuation schools, recovering expenses
from other towns, 71 § 24
Incapacitating emergency medical techni-
cians, 41 § 111M
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 10
Power, 40 § 2
Railroad right of way, damages, use of lands
formerly used as railroad right of way,
40 § 54A
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and
review, 40R § 11
Trust agreements securing indebtedness, 44
§ 22C
Adjustment, grievances of employees, 40 § 21B
Administrative law and procedure, imposing
direct service or cost obligations, right to
accept or reject, revocation of acceptance,
4§ 4B
Administrative officers, employment contracts,
41 § 108N
Administrators, town administrators, appoint-
ment, selectmen, 41 § 23A
Admission of nonresident students. 71 § 6A
Advertising,
Appropriations. 40 § 6A
Bids, lease of airspace, 40 § 22E
Advisory boards, committees and councils.
Bylaws for elections, 39 § 16
Consumer advisory commission. 40 § 8F
Data processing centers, 41 § 23D
Aerial maps, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Affordable housing. Housing, this index
Aged persons, local taxes, volunteer services,
reduction, 59 § 5K
Agents and agency.
Estimated receipts from user fees, alloca-
tion, appropriations for annual ordinary
operating costs, 44 § 53E
Restraining illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Aging councils, 40 § 8B
Agreements. Contracts, generally, post
Agricultural Preservation Restrictions, general-
ly, this index
Agricultural products, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Agriculture, wetlands, rules and regulations,
notice, 40 § 8C
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Aid to the elderly and disabled taxation funds,
60 § 3D
Airport Commission, generally, this index
Airports and Landing Fields, generally, this
index
Airspace, leasing, 40 § 22E
Aldermen, generally, this index
Allocation, estimated receipts from user fees,
offset, ordinary operating costs appropria-
tions for agencies, 44 § 53E
Ambulances,
Contracts for service, joint contracts, 40
§ 4A
Defraying costs. 40 § 5F
Amendments, community preservation sur-
charge, 44B § 16
Anniversary celebrations, funds, 44 § 531
Annual election, statutory construction, 4 § 7
Annuities,
Hospital employees, 40 § 55
Payroll deductions, deferred compensation
plan, 44 § 67
Appeal and review,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, checks,
200A S 9A
Fines and penalties, 40U § 15
Smart growth zoning districts. 40R § 11
Application of laws, procurement, 30B § 1
Applications, tenure, appointive offices, 41
§ 126 et seq.
Appointments,
Agents. 40 § 2
Board of survey, 41 § 73
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Officers and employees, post
Appraisals, expert, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Appropriations, 40 § 5; 44 § 30 et seq.
Advertising, 40 § 6A
Affordable housing trust fund, 44B § 5
Amounts of available funds, certification, 59
§ 23
Anniversary celebrations, 44 § 531
Armories, 40 § 9
Automobile safety programs, 40 § 7A
Buildings for veterans organizations, 40 § 9
Capital outlay expenditures, assessments.
voter approval, 59 § 21C
Centennial celebrations, 40 § 5H
Certified by clerks, 41 § 15A
Civil service enforcement, 40 § 8
Clothes for employees, 40 §§ 6J, 6L
Committees, 39 § 16
Conservation fund, 40 § 8C
Contingent, assessments, voter approval. 59
§ 21C
Deductions from amounts required to be
assessed, 59 § 23
Distress, providing necessities, 40 § 19
Estimate, 41 § 60
Expended, notice, 41 § 58
Extraordinary or unforeseen expenditures,
40 § 6
Foreclosure of tax titles in land court, 60
§ 50B
Forest fire prevention, 40 § 1
1
Great ponds, improvement, maintenance, 40
§ 5G
Harbors, improvement, 40 § 5G
Ice removal, 40 §§ 6C, 61), 7
Illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Inland waters, improvement, 40 § 5G
Land, easement or right taken for municipal
purpose, 40 § 14
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CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Appropriations—Cont'd
1 aws or administrative regulations imposing
direct service or cost obligations, revo-
cation of acceptance, 4 § 4B
Municipal buildings insurance fund. 40 § 13
Municipal Finance, this index
Parking areas, veterans and handicapped
persons, restricted areas, 40 § 22A
Parking meters. 40 § 22A
Planning board, 41 § 72
Powers and duties, 40 § 5
Purposes, 40 § 5
Recommendation. 44 § 33
Recycling fund, 40 § 8H
Reserve fund, 40 §§ 5A, 6
Restraining illegal appropriation, 40 § 53
Schools, 40 § 53; 71 § 34
Adult education, summer school, property
use, 71 § 71E
Contracting for materials, supplies, equip-
ment and services, 71 § 49A
Snow and ice, removal, 40 §§ 6C, 7
Submission to vote, 40 § 6D
Stormy weather work clothes, 40 §§ 6J, 6L
Transfer, 44 § 33B
Unemployment compensation, special funds.
40 § 5E
Uniforms,
Police and firemen, 40 § 6B
Public health nurses, 40 § 6K
Veto power, 39 § 4
Waterways improvement and maintenance,
40 § 5G
Work clothes for employees, 40 §§ 6J, 6L
Workers compensation insurance fund, 40
§ 13A
Aquaculture, wetlands, rules and regulations,
notice, 40 § 8C
Architectural barriers, removal, 40 § 22B
Ait commission, 41 § 82 et seq.
Asbestos removal, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Assessment districts, division of city, 59 § 38
Assessments,
Civil infractions. 40 § 21D
Delinquent assessments, license revocation
or suspension, 40 § 57
Street sprinkling, 40 §§ 17, 18
Tax Assessments, generally, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this in-
dex
Assessors. Tax Assessors, generally, this index
Assessors map, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Athletics, appropriation, 71 § 47
Attendance, boards and commissions, actions
and proceedings, qualifications. 39 § 23D
Attorneys fees, smart growth zoning districts,
appeal and review, bonds (officers and
fiduciaries), 40R § 11
Auctions and auctioneers, procurement, re-
verse auctions, 30B § 6A
Audits and auditors,
City Auditors, generally, this index
Health care claims trust funds, 32B § 3A
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Reports,
Annual report, 40 § 49
Copy forwarded to state library, 40
§ 50
Municipal accounts, 44 §§ 39, 42, 44
Suspected irregularities, illegal acts, 44
§ 42A
Suspected irregularities, illegal acts, 44
§ 42A
CITIES
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Audits and auditors—Cont'd
Town Auditors, generally, this index
Automobile safety programs, appropriations,
40 § 7A
Bad checks, services, fees, charges, fines and
penalties, 44 § 69
Bank deposits and collections,
Allocated receipts from estimated user fees,
44 § 53E
Limitation, 44 § 55
Officers and employees, compensation, di-
rect bank credits, 41 § 41B
Retirement system, special funds, 40 § 5D
Banking services, contracts, 44 § 53F
Bar structure protective coverings, lockup cells,
40 § 36B
Barriers, erecting around sand or gravel pits
not in public use, 40 § 21
Baths, construction and management of public
baths, 40 § 12
Beaches, defraying costs, 40 § 5F
Bearer instruments, replacement, penalty, 44
§ 61
Betterment assessments. Tax Assessments
—
Special, generally, this index
Betterments, delinquent payments, license rev-
ocation or suspension, 40 § 57
Bicycles, generally, this index
Bids and bidding, 30B § 1 et seq.
Cancellation, invitation for bids, 30B § 9
Certification, form, 30B § 10
Competitive sealed bidding procedures, 30B
§ 5
Contracts of ten thousand dollars or more,
30B§ 5
Energy contracts, Procurement Act, applica-
tion, 30B §§ 1,6
Form, certification, 30B § 10
Invitation to bid, 30B § 5
Leases, airspace, 40 § 22E
Proprietary environmental technology sys-
tems, solid waste, 149 § 44A
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Rejection, 30B § 9
Reverse auctions, purchases, 30B § 6A
Sealed competitive proposals.
Contracts of ten thousand dollars or
more, 30B § 6
Contracts of twenty five thousand dollars
or more, 30B § 6
Solid waste, sealed competitive proposals,
30B § 6
Tax collection, 60 § 2B
Boards and commissions,
Absence and absentees, actions and pro-
ceedings, qualifications, 39 § 23D
Acceptance by voters of elected position be-
coming appointed, 41 § IB
Actions and proceedings, attendance, quali-
fications, 39 § 23D
Advisory boards, committees and councils,
generally, ante
Aldermen, generally, this index
Appointment,
Acceptance by voters of elected position
becoming appointed, 41 § IB
Member to another office, 41 § 4A
Restrictions, 268A § 21A
Consumer advisory commissions, 40 8 8F
Copy of rules filed, 40 § 33
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Boards and commissions—Cont'd
Diminishing number of members, 41 § 2
Dual office holding. 268A § 21A
Election,
Acceptance by voters of elected position
becoming appointed, 41 § IB
New board, 41 § 2
Energy resources commission, 40 § 81
Estimated receipts from user fees, alloca-
tion, appropriations for annual ordinary
operating costs, 44 § 53E
Estimates, amounts necessary and income,
41 § 59
Health, Boards of, generally, this index
Historical commissions, 40 § 8D
Increasing number of members. 41 § 2
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et
seq.
Public works board, generally, post
Regulating reports, 40 § 21
Trust fund commissioners, generally, post
Youth commissions, 40 § 8E
Bodies corporate, 40 § 1
Bonds. Municipal Finance, this index
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries),
Joint contracts, responsible officers, 40 § 4A
Private tax collectors, 60 § 2B
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and
review, 40R § 11
Books and papers,
Custody, 66 § 6
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C § 10
Records and recordation, generally, post
Tax assessments, 59 § 45
Borrowing,
See, also, Municipal Finance, generally,
this index
Limitations, 44 § 6A
Boston, generally, this index
Boundaries, development districts, 40Q § 2
Breakwaters, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Bridges. Highways and Streets, this index
Budgets, 44 § 32 et seq.
Capital planning committee, 41 § 106B
Educational television programs, 71 § 13F
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Town meeting, submitting as, 39 § 16
Veto power, 39 § 4
Building officials, civil infractions, 40 § 21D
Buildings, generally, this index
Bulkheads, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Burglary, losses replaced from municipal build-
ings insurance fund, 40 § 13
Burial places. Cemeteries and Dead Bodies,
generally, this index
Bylaws,
Administration of personnel, 41 § 108C
Civil infractions, 40 § 21D
Community development, consolidation of
offices, optional forms of municipal ad-
ministration, 43C § 12
Continuing environmental cleanup, abate-
ment agreement negotiation and ap-
proval, 59 § 59A
Fines and penalties.
Parking violations. 40 § 22A
Payment, 401) § 1 et seq.
Noncriminal disposition, offenses, 40 § 21D
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CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Bylaws—Cont'd
Optional forms of municipal administration,
Consolidation of financial offices, 43C
§ 11
Inspections and inspectors, consolidation
of offices, 43C § 13
Ordinances, generally, post
Parking violations, fines and penalties, 40
§ 22A
Private ways, temporary repairs, 40 § 6N
Quorum at town meetings, 39 § 13
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Validation, 40 § 32
Capital outlay expenditures, voter approval, 59
§ 21C
Capital planning committee, 41 § 106B
Cells, lockups, electronic audio systems and
security devices and bar structure protec-
tive coverings, 40 § 36B
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
Centennial celebrations, 40 § 5H
Certificates and certification,
Assistant city clerks, 41 § 18
Boards and commissions, actions and pro-
ceedings, qualifications, 39 § 23D
Certificates of indebtedness. Municipal Fi-
nance, this index
Development districts, 40Q § 2
Fees, 40 § 22F
Fire insurance proceeds, municipal liens, 175
§ 97A
Optional forms of municipal administration,
petitions, 43C § 4 et seq.
Smart growth, school funds, reimbursement,
40S§ 3
Tax liens, 60 § 23A
Fees, 60 § 23B
Changes, official map, damages, 41 § 81G
Charges, counties, districts, public authorities
state, or other governmental entities, in-
creases, 59 § 20A
Charitable organizations, personal property
gifts, 44 § 53A54
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Charters. City Charters, generally, this index
Checks, abandoned or unclaimed property,
200A § 9A
Chief executive officers, joint contracts, 40
§ 4A
City Charters, generally, this index
City Council, generally, this index
Civil infractions, 40 § 21D
Civil Service, this index
Claims,
Labor or services, 40 § 46
Reimbursement claims for tax exemptions
and tax abatements granted, 58 § 8B
Claims trust fund, health care coverage, 32B
§ 3A
Clerks,
Board of survey, city engineer, 41 § 73
City Clerks, generally, this index
Town Clerks, generally, this index
Clothing or apparel, contracts, prevailing rate
of wages, 40 § 4F
Coaches, 71 § 47
Collaborative educational programs, 40 § 4E
Collection,
Certificate of commitment, furnishing to col-
lector by keeper of jail, 60 § 30
CITIES
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Collection—Cont'd
Community preservation real estate, sur-
charge, 44B § 4
Street sprinkling assessment, 40 § 18
Collective bargaining, service fees, collective
bargaining agencies, payroll deductions.
180 § 17G
Commercial passenger vehicles, 40 § 22
Commissions. Boards and commissions, gen-
erally, ante
Committees,
Capital planning committee, 41 § 106B
Community preservation committee, 44B
§ 5
Educational fund committee, 60 § 3C
Growth and development policv committees,
40 § 41
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et
seq.
Scholarship committees, 60 §§ 3B, 3C
Commonwealth laws or administrative rules or
regulations, imposing direct service or cost
obligations, right to accept or reject, revo-
cation of acceptance, 4 § 4B
Community development departments, consoli-
dation, optional forms of municipal admin-
istration, 43C § 12
Community Preservation Act, 44B § 1 et seq.
Community preservation committee, 44B § 5
Records, 44B § 13
Community preservation fund.
Deposits and expenditures, 44B § 7
Spending limits, 44B § 6
Community preservation ranks, 44B § 10
Compensation and salaries, 41 § 108
Administrative officers, employment con-
tracts, 41 § 108N
Approval of payrolls, 41 § 52
Bank credits, direct deposits. 41 § 41B
Biweekly, semimonthly, payment, 41 § 41
Board of survey, 41 § 73
Checks, delivery to department heads, 40
§ 41A
City Clerks, this index
Classification plan. 41 § 108A
Collective bargaining agency fees, deduc-
tions, 180 §§ 17B, I7(,
Compensation plans. 41 § 108A
Contents of payroll. 41 § 42
Contracts for clothing or apparel, prevailing
rate of wages, 40 § 4F
Deductions,
Bargaining agents insurance or employee
benefitsri80§ 17J
Collective bargaining, agency fees, 180
§ 17G
Employee organization insurance and
benefits,^)} 17J
Individual retirement accounts, 44 § 67A
Public transportation pass, 180 § 17H
Qualified state tuition programs, 180
§ 17L
Union dues. 180 § 17A
Deferred compensation program. 44 § 67
Participation, 29 § 64D
Delivery of checks to department heads, 41
§ 41A
Deposits, direct bank credits. 41 § 41B
Direct bank credits. 41 § 41B
Discrimination. 41 §§ 108J, 108K
Emergency medical technicians, leaves while
incapacitated, 41 § 111M
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Compensation and salaries—Cont'd
Equal pay, 41 §§ 108J, 108K
Executive officers, employment contracts, 41
§ 108N
Fire fighter, 41 § 108D
Incapacitated emergency medical techni-
cians, leaves of absence, 41 § 11 lM
Jury service, 234 § IB
Maximum and minimum salaries, compensa-
tion plans, 41 § 108A
Medical technicians, emergency medical
technicians, leaves while incapacitated,
41 § 111M
Multiple positions, 39 § 6A
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 10
Ordinance increasing, two thirds vote of city
council, 44 § 33A
Overtime pay,
Authorization, 149 § 33B
Emergencies, 149 § 33A
Penalties, payrolls, 41 § 43
Purchasing agent, 41 § 103
Retroactive salary increases. 44 § 68
Selectmen, multiple offices, 39 § 6A
Semimonthly, biweekly, payment. 41 § 41
Special detail work, 44 § 53C
Tax sheltered annuity program, partic-
ipation, 29 § 64D
Town Clerks, this index
Veterans organization convention, delegate,
41 § 111.1
Complaints, smart growth zoning districts, ap-
peal and review, 40R § 11
( onscrvation and passive outdoor recreation
plan, 40 § 8C
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Program established by secretary of environ-
mental affairs, 132A § 11
Conservation fund, disbursements, 40 § 8C
Consolidation, bylaws, 41 § 108C
Constables, generally, this index
Construction,
Capital planning committee, 41 § 106B
Development districts, 40Q § 1 et seq.
Equipment, financing, 44 § 7
School building assistance program. 70B § 1
et seq.
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing zones, 40 § 60
Consultants and consultation.
Conservation commissions, appointments, 40
§ 8C
Labor and employment, 44 § 53G
Consumer advisory commissions, 40 § 8F
Consumer price index, estate value increase
measure, tax exemption. 59 § 5
Contingent appropriation, capital outlay expen-
ditures, voter approval, 59 § 21C
Continuation schools, 71 §§ 24, 26
Continuing appropriation budgets, 44 § 32
Continuing environmental cleanup, bylaws and
ordinances, abatement agreement negotia-
tion and approval, 59 § 59A
Contractors and subcontractors, towing motor
vehicles from ways, 40 § 22D
Contracts. 30B § 1 et seq.
Abatement agreements, real estate taxes, af-
fordable housing development, 58 § 8C
Admission of nonresident students, 71 § 6A
Ambulance services, 40 § 4
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CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Contracts—Cont'd
Annuity contracts, hospital employees, 40
§ 55
Appraisal of taxable property, 44 § 7
Banking services, 44 § 53
F
Chief procurement officer, delegation of
duty, 30B§ 19
Clothing or apparel, prevailing rate of
wages, 40 § 4F
Continuing environmental cleanup, bylaws
and ordinances, abatement agreement
negotiation and approval, 59 § 59A
Cooperation with other entities, 40 § 39H
Copies kept by clerk, 41 § 17
Custodial accounts, hospitals employees, 40
§ 55
Development districts. 40Q § 2
Emergency medical services, Uniform Pro-
curement Act, applicability, 30B § 1
Emergency procurement. 30B § 8
Employment contracts, executive officers. 41
§ 108N
Energy, Procurement Act, application. 30B
§§ 1,6
Executive officers, employment contracts, 41
§ 108N
Federal government reimbursements, avail-
able resources, 44 §§ 70, 71
Files, 30B § 3
Forfeitures, violations, 30B § 17
Gas and electricity. Procurement Act, appli-
cation, 30B §§ 1,6
Governmental units, 40 § 4
A
Increasing quantity, supplies, services. 30B
§ 13
Individual retirement account payroll deduc-
tions, 44 § 67A
Minority businesses, sheltered market pro-
gram, 30B § 18
Officers and employees, post
Optional forms of municipal administration.
43C § 10
Payment, 30B § 17
Police chiefs, 41 § 1080
Powers and duties, 30B § 1 et seq.; 40 § 4
Procurement, generally, post
Proprietary environmental technology sys-
tems, bids, 149 § 44A
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Purchases, competition. 41 § 103
Quantity increases, supplies or services, 30B
§ 13
Records and recordation, 30B § 3
Sewers and sewer systems. 30B § 7
Collection, treatment, disposal, 83 § 1
Sheltered market program, disadvantaged
vendors, 30B § 18
Splitting, division of procurement, 30B § 11
Tax collection. 60 § 2B
Tax receivables, sales. 60 § 2C
Telephone services, 30B § 7
Time, 30B § 12
Water suppfy, 30B § 7
Women, sheltered market program, 30B
§ 18
Written, 30B § 17
Contracts of twenty five thousand dollars or
more.
Bids and bidding, sealed competitive propos-
als, 30B § 6
CITIES
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Contracts of twenty five thousand dollars or
more—Cont'd
Sole source purchases, 30B § 7
Conventions, council, vote, 39 § 4
Cooperative agreements, classification, assess-
ment and valuation of property, 41 § 30B
Cooperative Banks, generally, this index
Coordinators, data processing centers, 41
§ 23D
Copies, rules and regulations filed, 40 § 33
Corporate bodies, 40 § 1
Corporations,
Management of school funds, 71 § 74
Personal property gifts, 44 § 53A14
Correspondence, official size, 40 § 52
Cost obligations, imposed by Commonwealth
law, right to accept or reject, revocation of
acceptance, 4 § 4B
Costs, smart growth zoning districts, appeal
and review, bonds (officers and fiducia-
ries), 40R § 11
Councils. City Council, generally, this index
CP ranks, 44B § 10
Crimes and offenses, audits and auditors, sus-
pected irregularities, illegal acts, 44 § 42A
Cultural councils, 10 § 58
Curfews, 40 § 37A
Custodial accounts, hospital employees, 40
§ 55
Damages,
Change in official map, 41 §§ 81 F, 81G
Community preservation real estate, dam-
age, 44B § 15
Public ways laid out, 41 § 81
Railroad right of way, use of lands, 40 § 54A
Water supply system, 40 § 39F
Data processing centers, 41 § 23D
Death,
Lockup detainees, 40 § 36A
Officers or employees, 41 § 1111
Decreasing members of board, 41 § 2
Deductions,
Compensation and salaries, ante
Sums payable, distribution of taxes, 58
§ 20A
Deeds and conveyances, 40 § 3
Abandonment of rights in realty, 40 § 15
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Deed from all interested parties, acceptance,
treatment, 60 § 77C
Land acquired within limits of another city
or town, 40 §§ 15B, 15
Land not required, 40 § 15
Preservation, 66 § 8
Recordable instrument affecting interest in
realty, binding effect, 40 § 3A
Deferred compensation program, participation,
29 § 64D
Deficits, anticipated receipts allocations, re-
ports, 44 § 53E
Definitions, 4 § 7
Districts, 40 § 1A
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Defraying costs, public facilities, 40 § 5F
Delinquent taxes, fees or assessments, license
revocation or suspension, 40 § 57
Delivery, department heads, payroll checks, 41
§ 41A
Densely developed areas, riverfront conserva-
tion, designation, 131 § 40
Density, smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Dental self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Departments,
Community development, consolidation, op-
tional forms of municipal administra-
tion, 43C § 12
Data processing centers, 41 § 23D
Estimated receipts from user fees, alloca-
tion, appropriations for annual ordinary
operating costs, 44 § 53E
Gifts, acceptance and expenditure, 44 § 53A
Investigation by selectmen, 41 § 23B
Regulating reports, 40 § 21
Deposits,
Allocated receipts from user fees, special
accounts, 44 § 53E
Community preservation fund, 44B § 7
Community preservation property, damage,
recovery, 44B § 15
Municipal Finance, this index
Destruction,
Community preservation property, actions
and proceedings, 44B § 15
Records and recordation, post
Development and growth policy committees, 40
§ 41
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of
municipal administration, 43C § 12
Development districts, 40Q § 1 et seq.
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Development program fund, 40Q § 3
Devices for controlling off street parking lots,
installation, 40 § 22C
Devises, unneeded land acquired by, transfer,
40 § 15A
Directors, conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Disability commissions, 40 § 8J
Parking fine allocation, 40 § 22G
Disabled persons. Handicapped Persons, this
index
Disaster emergency, temporary housing assis-
tance plans, 41 § 125
Disasters,
Mutual aid, public works municipal mutual
aid, 40 § 4K
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Disbursements, community preservation fund,
44B§ 10
Disclosure, veterans, benefits, 40 § 51
Disposal,
Real property, 30B § 16
Tangible property, 30B § 15
Disposition and use of funds, 44 § 53
Distress, providing necessities, 40 §§ 19, 20
Distributions,
Highway fund,
Annual estimate, amount due, 58 § 25A
Notification of amount, 58 § 18B
Pari mutuel wagering proceeds, state share,
58 § 18D
Districts,
Assessment of costs, charges, fees, 59 § 20A
Development districts, 40Q § 1 et seq.
Formation for appointment of director of
occupational guidance and placement,
71 § 38D
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Docks, wharves and peers, municipal water-
ways improvement and maintenance fund,
40 § 5G
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CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Documents. Records and recordation, gener-
ally, post
Dog license receipt and expenditures, account-
ing, 140 § 149
Dogs, rules and regulations, 140 § 147A
Drains. Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally,
this index
Dredging, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Drinking water protection districts, 40 § 39K
Drinking water protection funds, 40 § 39K
Dual office holding, boards and commissions,
268A § 21A
Duties, 40 § 1
Easements,
Abandonment, 40 § 15
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Purchasing or taking by eminent domain, 40
§ 14
Economic development,
Development districts, 40Q § 1 et seq.
Growth and development policy committees,
40 § 41
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing zones, 40 § 60
Economic opportunity areas, designation, 23A
§ 3E
Educational funds, 60 § 3C
Educational television programs, costs, 71
§ 13F
Eight hour day. Hours of labor, post
Elections, this index
Electricity,
Municipal Lighting Plants, generally, this in-
dex
Transition payments, electric, distribution,
generating companies, 59 § 38H
Electronic audio systems and security devices,
lockup cells, 40 § 36B
Emergencies,
Curfews, 40 § 37A
Definitions, municipal finance, 44 § 8
Forty hour work week, effect, 149 § 33A
Mutual aid, public works municipal mutual
aid, 40 § 4K
Providing necessities, 40 §§ 19, 20
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Restraining use of water, 40 § 41A
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Emergency medical technicians, leaves while
incapacitated, 41 § 111M
Eminent domain, 40 § 14
See, also, Eminent Domain, generally,
this index
Conveyance, land acquired by, 40 § 15
Development districts, 40Q § 2
Land acquired within limits of another city
or town, conveyance, 40 § 15
Off street parking areas, 40 § 22B
Preservation of water purity, 40 § 41
Transfer of excess land acquired by eminent
domain, 40 § 15A
Water supply, 40 § 39B
Employee pension costs, federal aid, 40 § 5D
Employees. Officers and employees, generally,
post
Employment contracts, executive officers, 41
§ 108N
Employment security. Officers and employees,
post
Energy,
Conservation, 44 § 7
Energy revolving loan fund, 44 § 53E^i
CITIES
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Energy—Cont'd
Contracts, Uniform Procurement Act, 30B
§§ 1,6
Energy resources commission, 40 § 81
Equalized valuations, 58 § 9 et seq.
Escheat, abandoned or unclaimed property,
funds, 200A § 9A
Establishment of junior college, restrictions, 71
§ 81
Estate value increase measure, consumer price
index, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Estimate, appropriations. 41 § 60; 44 § 31A
Evening school, 71 §§ 18, 19
Evidence,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, funds,
200A § 9A
Boards and commissions, actions and pro-
ceedings, certificates and certification.
39 § 23D
Executive committee for educational television,
expenses, 71 § 13F
Executive officers, employment contracts, 41
§ 108N
Exemptions,
Forty hour work week, 149 §§ 33A, 33B
Real estate surcharge, Community Preserva-
tion Act, 44B § 3
Expenses and expenditures,
Anticipation of revenues, bonds, notes, cer-
tificates of indebtedness. 44 § 20A
Assessment increases, counties, districts,
public authorities, state, or other gov-
ernmental entities, 59 § 20A
Athletic programs, 71 § 47
Capital outlav expenditures, voter approval,
59 § 21C
Community preservation fund, 44B §§ 7, 9,
10
Contingent appropriation, capital outlay ex-
penditures, voter approval, 59 § 21C
Continuation schools, 71 § 24
Executive committee for educational televi-
sion. 71 § 13F
Grants, in anticipation of, 44 § 20A
Imposed by commonwealth by law or admin-
istrative rule, right to accept or reject.
revocation of acceptance, 4 § 4B
Officers and employees, post
Reimbursement, superintendents. 71 § 59A
Revolving funds, 44 § 53Efc
School house, location and fuel. 71 § 68
Textbooks and supplies, payment, 71 § 48
Extended courses of instruction, 71 § 75 et seq.
Extended school services, children of employed
mothers, 71 § 26D
Exterior lines.
Public ways. 41 § 80
Ways, 41 § 81
J
Damages, 41 §§ 81G, 81J
I ederal agencies,
Personal property gifts, 44 § 53Ali
Urban planning, costs sharing, 41 § 56
Federal aid.
Development districts, 40Q § 2
Expenditures in anticipation of, 44 § 20A
Medical assistance programs, 44 § 72
Public improvements and public works, St.
1945, c. 74
Federal savings and loan associations, stabiliza-
tion funds, investment. 40 § 5B
Federal urban planning assistance, sharing
costs, 41 § 56
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Fees,
Addition to tax for collection, 60 § 15
Assessment increases, counties, districts,
public authorities, state, or other gov-
ernmental entities, 59 § 20A
( .image or vehicle license, 40 § 22
Certificates, 40 § 22F
Collective bargaining agency fees, payroll
deductions, 180 § 17G
Delinquent fees, license revocation or sus-
pension. 40 § 57
Estimated user fee receipts, offset, appropri-
ations for ordinary operating costs of
agencies, 44 § 53E
Licenses and permits, 40 § 22F
Mooring permits, 91 § 10A
Ordinance regulation, 40 § 21
Parking meters, 40 § 22A
Reverse auctions, purchases, 30B § 6A
Smart growth zoning districts, peer review,
40R§ 11
Tax liens, certificates, 60 § 23B
Fences, sand or gravel pits not in public use, 40
§ 21
Ferries, generally, this index
Final equalization and apportionment, taxation,
58 § 10C
Finance. Municipal Finance, generally, this
index
Finance committees, bylaws for election, 39
§ 16
Financial statements, joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Financial year, 44 §§ 56A, 56
Fines and penalties, 40U § 1 ct seq.
Abandoned wells, 40 § 21
Appeal and review, 40U § 15
Art Commission Law, 41 § 84
Assessors not chosen, 41 § 4
Bad checks, services, fees, charges, 44 § 69
Balustrades on buildings. 40 § 23
Barriers at excavations, 40 § 21
Bicycle violations, 40 § 21
Books and records not provided for, 40 8 48
Bylaws, violation, 40 § 21
Carriage regulation. 40 § 22
Checks for service not duly paid. 44 § 69
Conservation commissions, land and water
use, 40 § 8C
Contracts, failure to file, 41 § 17
Curfews, 40 § 37A
Disabilities, commissions on, handicapped
parking, fines, allocation. 40 § 22G
Diverting water supply, 40 § 39G
Expense, performing duty imposed, 40 § 31
Handicapped parking violations. 40 § 21
Health and sanitation, violations. 40U § 1 et
seq.
Hearings, 40U § 13 et seq.
Housing, violations, 40U § 1 et seq.
Ice and snow.
Removal, 40U § 1 et seq.
Violation of ordinance. 40 § 24
Interest, payment, 40U § 12
Liens and incumbrances, payment. 40U § 12
Lockup, failure to provide. 40 § 34
Mail and mailing,
Challenging, 40U § 13
Payment, 40U § 12
Measurers, misrepresentation, 41 § 86
Military forces, tax assessments, deferral. 59
§ 5L
Motorcycles, parking violations, 40 § 22A
Notice, violations. 40U § 8 ct seq.
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Fines and penalties—Cont'd
Ordinances, post
Parking violations, 40 § 22A
Pay roll, noncompliance, 41 § 43
Payment, 40U § 1 et seq.
Polluting water supply. 40 § 39G
Projections on buildings, 40 § 23
Reservoir regulations, 40 § 21
Road commissioners. 41 § 64
Sand and gravel removal, 40 § 21
Schedules, 40U § 11
Selectmen not chosen, 41 § 4
Sewer commissioners, 41 § 65
Surveyors, misrepresentation, 41 § 86
Tags and tagging, violations, notice, 40U § 8
et seq.
Trustees, public trust, 41 § 53
Vehicle license regulation. 40 § 22
Veterans, benefits, disclosure, 40 § 51
Violations, ordinances, bylaws, 40 § 21
Fire insurance,
Appropriation, 40 § 13
Disposition of proceeds, 44 § 53
Payment of claims, prior notice to state or
local authorities, 139 § 3B
Proceeds, municipal liens, priorities, 175
§ 97A
Firefighters and Fire Departments, generally,
this index
Fires and Fire Protection, generally, this index
Fiscal year, 44 §§ 56A, 56
Incurring debt, 44 § 4
Notice of receipt. 41 § 54A
Fish and Game, generally, this index
Five day work week, acceptance, 149 § 33A
Food, procurement, priorities and preferences,
30B §§ 4, 20
Forest fires, prevention, 40 § 11
Forest products trust fund, 58 § 17C
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
Forfeitures. Fines and penalties, generally,
ante
Forty hour week, 149 §§ 33A, 33B
Fringe benefits, executive officers, employment
contract. 41 § 108N
Front end loaders, financing, 44 § 7
Funds,
Aid to the elderly and disabled taxation
funds, 60 § 3D
Anniversary celebrations, 44 § 531
Centennial celebrations. 40 § 5H
Community preservation fund. 44B § 6
Conservation funds. 40 § 8C
Development program fund. 40Q S 3
Drinking water protection funds, 40 § 39K
Energy revolving loan fund, 44 § 53E%
Enterprise fund, 44 § 53Ffe
General fund. State Treasury, this index
Health care claims trust fund, 32B § 3A
Instructional materials trust fund. 71 § 20A
Municipal building insurance fund, 40 § 13
Municipal waterways improvement and
maintenance fund, 40 § 5G
Other post employment benefits trust fund.
32B § 20
Post war rehabilitation funds, St. 1943, c. 5
Recreation and park self supporting service
revolving funds, 44 § 53D
Reserve fund, extraordinary expenditures, 40
§§ 5A, 6
Revolving funds, 44 § 53Efe; St. 1993, c. 179
Stabilization funds, 40 § 5B
Tax receivables, transfers. 60 § 2C
CITIES
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Funds—Cont'd
Unemployment compensation, special funds,
40 § 5E
Wetlands protection fund, St. 1997, c. 43
§ 218; St. 1998, c. 194 § 349
Workers compensation insurance funds, 40
§ 13A
Garbage disposal. Solid Waste, generally, this
index
Gas and electricity. Municipal Lighting Plants,
generally, this index
Gateway municipalities,
Housing development incentive program,
40V § letseq.
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5M
General fund. State Treasury, this index
Gifts,
Acceptance and expenditure, 44 § 53A
Bicycle parking areas, 40 § 22B
Conservation, 40 § 8C
Interest on gifts, expenditure, 44 § 53A
Memorials, 40 § 3
Off street parking areas, 40 § 22B
Tangible personal property, 44 § 53A}i
Transfer, excess lands, acquired by gift, 40
§ 15A
Golf courses. 44 § 8
Defraying costs, 40 § 5F
Grading, sand or gravel pit not in public use,
40 § 21
Grants,
Expenditures in anticipation of, 44 § 20A
Primary payment of debt, borrowing limita-
tion, refunding, 44 § 6A
School building assistance program. 70B § 1
et seq.
Grass, community preservation property dam-
age, actions and proceedings, 44B § 15
Great ponds, municipal waterways improve-
ment and maintenance fund, 40 § 5G
Groins, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Gross receipts, estate value increase measure,
consumer price index, tax exemption, 59
§ 5
Group insurance. Officers and employees,
post
Growth and development policy committees,
40 § 41
Gymnasiums, defraying costs, 40 § 5F
Half holidays, employees, 41 § 110
Handicapped Persons, this index
Harbors and ports, dredging,
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Municipal waterways improvement fund, 40
§ 5G
Health, Boards of, generally, this index
Health and sanitation, fines and penalties, vio-
lations, 40U § 1 et seq.
Health care,
Claims trust fund, 32B § 3A
Self insurance, administrative services con-
tracts, 32B § 3A
Health inspectors, 41 § 102 et seq.
Hearings,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, funds,
200A § 9A
Boards and commissions, actions and pro-
ceedings, qualifications, 39 § 23D
Changes to official map, 41 § 81F
Compensation plans, 41 § 108A
Fines and penalties, 40U § 13 et seq.
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 11
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Heavy construction equipment, financing, 44
§ 7
High schools, size of town requiring, 71 § 4
Highway fund, distribution, 58 § 18B
Annual estimate, amount due, 58 § 25A
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
Historical anniversary, appropriations, 44 § 531
Historical commissions, 40 § 8D
Home rule, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Loans, 43B § 8
Taxation and borrowing, 43B § 8
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, generally,
this index
Hospitals, generally, this index
Hot water pipes and conduits, 40 § 43
Hours of labor,
Consecutive hours, eight hour day, 149
§ 33B
Eight hour day,
Exempt employees, eight hour day, 149
§ 33B
Forty hour week, 149 § 33B
Exemptions, forty hour week, 149 §§ 33A,
33B
Forty hour week, 149 §§ 33A, 33B
Overtime pay, 149 § 33A
Public necessity, authority to exceed, 149
§ 33A
Housing, generally, this index
Housing Authorities, generally, this index
Housing development incentive program, 40V
§ 1 et seq.
Ice and snow, removal, 40 §§ 6C, 6D, 7
Fines and penalties, 40L § 1 et seq.
Towing motor vehicles from ways, 40 § 22D
Ice skating facilities, public facilities, 40 § 5F
Illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Improvement districts, 40 § 44
Improvement proceedings, lowland and
swamps, authority for, 252 § 4A
Incapacitated emergency medical technicians,
leaves of absence, 41 § 111M
Incorporation, anniversary, funds, 44 § 531
Increases in fees, costs, or charges of counties,
districts, public authorities, state, and oth-
er governmental entities, 59 § 20A
Indebtedness. Municipal Finance, this index
Indemnity,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, funds,
200A § 9A
Financial intermediaries, municipal financ-
ing, 44 § 16
Police and firemen, 41 § 100
Index, subject matter of contracts, 41 § 17
Indictment, town bylaws, penalty for violation,
40 § 21
Indigent persons, benefits, disclosure, 40 § 51
Individual retirement accounts, payroll deduc-
tions, 44 § 67A
Industrial resources, development and industri-
al commission, 40 § 8A
Informational material, nonpolitical nature, in-
cluding in tax bill envelopes, 60 § 3A
Injunctions,
Community preservation property damage,
actions and proceedings, 44B § 15
Illegal appropriation, 40 § 53
Injured emergency medical technicians, leaves
of absence, 41 § 111M
Inland waters, municipal waterways improve-
ment and maintenance fund, 40 § 5G
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CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Inspections and inspectors,
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of
municipal administration, 43C § 13
Contract copies, 41 § 17
Health inspector, 41 § 102 et seq.
Optional forms of municipal administration,
consolidation of offices, 43C § 13
Records, 66 § 10
Instructional materials trust fund, 71 § 20A
Insurance,
Demand, owner of record take action to
protect property, 60 § 50A
Executive officers, employment contracts, 41
§ 108N
Fire insurance, generally, ante
Group insurance. Officers and employees,
post
Municipal buildings insurance fund, 40 § 13
Officers and employees, post
Parking lots and areas, 40 § 22C
Self insurance, health care, administrative
services contracts, 32B § 3A
Workers compensation insurance funds, 40
§ 13A
Interest,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, funds,
200A § 9A
Charges and bills, 40 § 21E
Fines and penalties, payment, 40U § 12
Gifts, grants, expenditure, 44 § 53A
Military forces, tax assessments, deferral, 59
§ 5L
Revolving funds, 44 § 53E14
Stabilization fund, 40 § 5B
Tort actions, incapacitating emergency medi-
cal technicians, 41 § 111M
Internet,
Funds, abandoned or unclaimed property,
notice, 200A § 9A
Reverse auctions, purchases, 30B § 6A
Investments, 44 § 55B
Development districts, 40Q § 2
Enterprise funds, 44 § 53Ffe
Hospital employees, 40 § 55
Public funds on deposit, 44 § 55
Jails. Lockups, generally, post
Jetties, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Joint advertising, resources, advantages or at-
tractions, 40 § 6A
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Classification, assessments and valuation of
property, 41 § 30B
Optional plan of municipal administration,
43C § 15
Solid waste, recycling, 40 § 8H
Junior colleges,
Designation, 71 § 79
Restriction on establishment, 71 § 81
Jurisdiction,
Community preservation property damage,
actions and proceedings, 44B § 15
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and
review, 40R § 1
1
Jury, generally, this index
Justices of the Peace, generally, this index
Labor organizations. Officers and employees,
post
Landfills, generally, this index
Landing fields. Airports and Landing Fields,
generally, this index
Lands and natural resources, offices of, 41
§ 69G
CITIES
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Larceny, municipal buildings insurance fund,
40 § 13
Laws imposing direct service or cost obli-
gations, acceptance or rejection by city or
town, revocation of acceptance, 4 § 4B
Leases,
Airspace, 40 § 22E
Bicycle parking areas, 40 § 22B
Conservation commission, powers, 40 § 8C
Development districts, 40O § 2
Off street parking areas, 40 §§ 22B, 22C
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Property acquired by foreclosure of tax ti-
tles, 60 § 77B
Public buildings, 40 § 3
Veterans organizations. 40 § 9
Recordable instrument affecting interest in
realty, binding effect, 40 § 3A
Water supply land, 40 § 15B
Wearing apparel for employees, 40 § 6L
Leave of absence. Officers and employees,
post
Letters and other correspondence, official size.
40 § 52
Liabilities, 40 § 1; St. 1928, c. 396
Joint contracts, exemption. 40 § 4A
Regional school district expenses, 71 § 16G
Libraries, generally, this index
Licenses and permits.
Fees, 40 § 22F
Mooring permits. 91 § I0A
Revocation or suspension, delinquent taxes,
fees or assessments, 40 § 57
Suspension or revocation, delinquent taxes,
fees or assessments, 40 § 57
Liens and incumbrances,
Certificates and certification, registers of
deeds, community preservation sur-
charges, 44B § 8
Condominiums, 183A § 14
Creditor for debt, 41 § 51
Fines and penalties, payment, 40U § 12
Fire insurance companies, payment of
claims, notice to state or local authori-
ties, 139 § 3B
Fire insurance proceeds, priorities. 175
§ 97A
Municipal charges lien, 40 § 58
Street sprinkling assessment, 40 § 18
Subdivision plans, recording, certificates,
prerequisite, 60 § 23
Taxes, assessments, water rates and charges,
60 § 23
Water rates and charges, 40 § 42A et seq.
Lighting. Municipal Lighting Plants, generally,
this index
Limitation,
Acquisition price of land, easement to write
from municipal purpose, 40 § 14
Community preservation fund, spending lim-
its, 44B § 6
Deposits, 44 § 55
Indebtedness, application of law, 4 § 8
Limitation of Actions, this index
Lists, smart growth, school funds, reimburse-
ment, 40S § 3
Loans,
Buildings for water treatment, 44 § 8
Development districts, 40Q § 2
Energy revolving loan fund, 44 § 53E%
Municipal Finance, generally, this index
School budget deficiency, 71 § 34
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Local appropriating authority, capital outlay
expenditures, voter approval, 59 § 21C
Local cultural councils, 10 § 58
Local health boards. Health, Boards of, gen-
erally, this index
Local housing authorities. Housing Authori-
ties, generally, this index
Local option meals excise. Meals, this index
Local self government. Home rule, generally,
ante
Local Taxation, generally, this index
Local taxes reduction, senior citizen volunteer
services, 59 § 5K
Lockups, 40 § 34 et seq.
See, also, Correctional Institutions, gener-
ally, this index
Accessible to officers, 40 § 37
Cells, electronic audio systems and security
devices and bar structure protective
coverings, 40 § 36B
Charge for detaining prisoner, 40 § 36
Commitment of prisoners, 40 § 34
Compensation, keeper, 40 § 36
Death, detainees, 40 § 36A
Forfeiture, failure to maintain, 40 § 34
Keeper,
Appointed, 40 § 35
Penalty, neglect of duty, 40 § 37
Safety, detainees, written procedures, 40
§ 36C
Suicide, detainees, 40 § 3A et seq.
Low and moderate income housing. Housing.
this index
Lowland and swamps.
Agricultural, aquacultural practices, rules
and regulations, notice, 40 § 8C
Appropriations for improvements, 252 § 4A
Borrowing money. 252 § 4A
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Improvement proceedings, authority for, 252
§ 4A
Petition for improvement, 252 § 4A
Lunch period for teachers, acceptance, 71 § 80
Machinery and equipment.
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C § 10
Mail and mailing,
Fines and penalties,
Challenging, 40U § 13
Payment, 40U § 12
Taxation, demand for payment, 60 § 16
Maintenance, school committees, consolidation
of administrative functions, 71 § 37M
Management or sale of lands taken for taxes,
60 § 52
Managers, employment contracts, 41 § 108N
Manufacturing workforce training, tax incre-
ment financing, 40 § 60A
Maps and plats,
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Mapping commissions, powers and duties. 40
§ 8K
Official maps. 41 § 81 E et seq.
Marine Fish and Fisheries, generally, this index
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
44B § 1 et seq.
Materials, claims, 40 § 46
Mayors, generally, this index
Meals, local option meals excise. Meals, this
index
Measurers. Weights and Measures, generally,
this index
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CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Medical assistance programs, federal aid, 44
§ 72
Medical inspection of children, school physi-
cians, 71 § 53
Medical self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Medical technicians, emergency medical techni-
cians, leaves while incapacitated, 41
§ IIIM
Meetings,
Compensation and salaries, fixing, 41 § 108
Open meetings, public bodies. 30A § 18 et
seq.
Town Meetings, generally, this index
Memorial Day, veterans, time off, 40 § 2l('!i
Memorials.
Gifts, 40 § 3
Veterans, trustees, 41 § 105
Military forces, tax assessments, deferral, 59
§ 5L
Mobs. Riots and Mobs, generally, this index
Mooring permits. 91 § 10A
Motor vehicles,
Commercial passenger vehicles, 40 § 22
Towing, 40 § 22D
Motorcycles, parking, 40 § 22A
Multiple motorcycle parking, single parking
spaces, 40 § 22A
Municipal buildings. Buildings, generally, this
index
Municipal charges lien, 40 § 58
Subdivision plans, recording, 60 § 23
Municipal employees. Officers and employees,
generally, post
Municipal Finance, generally, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, generally, this index
Municipal purpose, defined lands, 40 § 14
Musical instruments, appropriations, 71 § 47
Mutilation, community preservation property,
actions and proceedings, 44B § 15
Mutual aid,
Public safety, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid. 40 § 4K
MWT TIF, manufacturing workforce training,
tax increment financing, 40 § 60A
Natural gas, powers, 164 § 69A
Natural resources.
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Office of lands and natural resources, 41
§ 69G
Necessities of life, providing in emergencies, 40
§§ 19,20
Negotiable instruments, checks.
Abandoned or unclaimed property, 200A
§ 9A
Services not duly paid, penalties, 44 § 69
Noise abatement or control, 40 § 21
Noncriminal disposition, ordinance, bylaw, rule
violations. 40 § 21
D
Nonpolitical municipal informational materials,
including in tax bill envelopes, 60 § 3A
Notice,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, funds,
200A § 9A
Abatement of local taxes to corporations
liable to franchise tax, 59 § 74
Agricultural, aquacultural practices, wet-
lands, rules and regulations, 40 § 8C
Bylaws, violations, 40 § 32
Consumer price index, estate value increase
measure, tax exemption. 59 § 5
Creditors, payment of debts. 41 § 51
Curfews, 40 § 37A
CITIES
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Notice—Cont'd
Fines and penalties, violations, 40U § 8 et
seq.
Fire insurance companies, payment of
claims, 139 § 3B
Hearing, compensation plans, 41 § 108A
Involuntarily terminated employees, election
to continue insurance coverage. 32B
§ 17
Officers and employees, post
Penalties, checks for services not duly paid,
44 § 69
Records, copies, availability, 66 § 10
Resignation of officers, 41 § 109
Smart growth zoning districts, hearings, 40R
§ 11
Taking land for taxes, fees and charges add-
ed, 60 § 15
Tax collection, private, bids, 60 § 2B
Nuisances, generally, this index
Oaths and affirmations, 41 § 107
Abandoned or unclaimed property, funds,
200A § 9A
Accountant, assistant, 41 § 49A
Assistant town clerk, 41 § 19
Auditor,
Assistant, 41 § 49A
Temporary officer, 41 § 61A
Board or commission member, 41 § 107
Collector of taxes, temporary officer, 41
§ 61A
Keeper of lockup, 40 § 35
Return, justice of peace, 41 § 16
Temporary officers, 41 § 61A
Town clerk to administer, 41 § 15
Treasurer,
Assistant treasurer, 41 § 39A
Temporary officer, 41 § 61A
Off street parking areas, 40 § 22B
Parking meters, 40 § 22C
Officers and employees,
Abolishment of office, transfer of employ-
ees, optional forms of municipal admin-
istration, 43C § 10
Acceptance by voters of elected position be-
coming appointed, 41 § IB
Accident and health insurance, other post
employment benefits trust fund, 32B
§ 20
Accountants,
City Accountant, generally, this index
Town Accountant, generally, this index
Adjustment of grievances, 40 § 2 IB
Administrative officers,
Deferred compensation programs, 44
§ 67
Employment contracts, 41 § 108N
Advances,
Expenses, 44 § 66
Vacation pay, 44 § 65
Aging, councils on, 40 § 8B
Aldermen, generally, this index
Appointments, 41 § 1
Acceptance by voters of elected position
becoming appointed, 41 § IB
Agents, 40 § 2
Assistant city clerks, 41 § 18
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Officer to another office, 41 § 4A
Residence, necessity, 41 § 109
Tenure for incumbents, 41 § 126 et seq.
Assessors. Tax Assessors, generally, this in-
dex
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Officers and employees—Cont'd
Auditors,
City Auditors, generally, this index
Town Auditors, generally, this index
Ballots, election, 41 §§ 6, 7
Beach district employees, 40 § 12F
Board or commission members, restrictions
on appointments, 268A § 21A
Bonds,
Premium, 41 § 109A
Surety company authorized, 41 § 109A
Building inspectors, consolidation of offices,
optional forms of municipal administra-
tion, 43C § 13
Cash awards for suggestions, appropriations,
40 § 5
Certificate, oath, return, 41 § 16
Civil Service, this index
Classification plan, 41 § 108A
Clerks,
City Clerks, generally, this index
Town Clerks, generally, this index
Clothes for employees, appropriations, 40
§§ 6J, 6L
Colleges and universities, fundraising, pay-
roll deductions, 180 § 17B
Community chest contribution, payroll de-
ductions, 180 § 17B
Compensation and salaries, generally, ante
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Constables, generally, this index
Consumer advisory commissions, 40 § 8F
Contracts, 32B § 19
Copies furnished, 41 § 17
Employment contracts, executive officers,
41 § 108N
Contributions, governmental unit, 32B § 7
Copy of rules filed, 40 § 33
Death, payment of salary, 41 § 11 1L
Deferred compensation program,
Participation, 29 § 64D
Payroll deductions, 44 § 67
Definitions, deferred compensation pro-
gram, 44 § 67
Departmental directors, deferred compensa-
tion programs, 44 § 67
Domicile and residence, appointments, 41
§ 109
Dual office holding, 41 § 4A; 268A § 21A
Elections, 41 § 1 et seq.
Political committees, deductions, 180
§ 17J
Emergency medical technicians, leaves while
incapacitated, 41 § 111M
Employment contracts, executive officer, 41
§ 108N
Employment security, 40 § 5E
Special funds, 40 § 5E
Estimate of budget, 41 § 59
Executive officers, employment contracts, 41
§ 108N
Expenses and expenditures, advancements,
44 § 66
Fees, generally, ante
Filing resignation, 41 § 109
Finance officers, consolidation, optional
forms of municipal administration, 43C
§ 11
Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Forfeitures. Fines and penalties, generally,
ante
Forty hour work week, application, 149
§ 33A
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CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Officers and employees—Cont'd
Funds, other post employment benefits trust
fund, 32B § 20
Gas fitting inspectors, consolidation of of-
fices, optional forms of municipal ad-
ministration, 43C § 13
Gifts,
Acceptance and expenditure, 44 § 53A
Interest on gifts, expenditure, 44 § 53A
Grievances, adjustment, 40 § 21B
Group insurance, 32B § 1 et seq.
Acceptance of law, 32B § 10
Administrative services contracts, 32B
§ 3A
Advisory committee, 32B § 3
Consultation by public authority prior
to purchase, 32B § 3
Arbitration and award, contracts, 32B
§ 19
Cape Cod municipal health group, dental
benefits, 32B § 10A
Commission coverage, 32B § 19
Contracts, 32B §§ 3, 19
Contributions, additional contributions,
governmental unit, 32B §§ 7A, 9E
Conversion, 32B § 9
Deductions, compensation, 32B § 7
Definitions, 32B § 2
Dividends, 32B § 8
Elections, 32B § 19
Continued coverage, involuntarily ter-
minated employees, 32B § 17
Employee committees, contracts, 32B
§ 19
Fees, commission, 32B § 19
Firefighters, definitions, 32B § 2B
Forms, nonconfidential claims, 32B § 3
Health and welfare trust funds, 32B
§§ 15, 19
Health care organizations, optional insur-
ance, 32B § 16
Health districts, additional contributions,
governmental unit, 32B § 7A
Joint purchase, trust agreements, 32B
§§ 15, 19
Life insurance,
Additional contributions, governmental
units, 32B §§ 7A, 9E
Premiums, payment, 40 § 60
Retired employees, 32B § 9
Medicare,
Required extension, 32B §§ 18A, 18
Transfers, 32B § 19
Mentally disabled dependents, premiums,
32B§ 7
Notice,
Involuntarily terminated employees,
coverage continuation, election,
32B§ 17
Withdrawal, 32B § 19
Other post employment benefits trust
fund, 32B § 20
Payments, employee, 32B § 7
Policies, 32B §§ 3, 9
Premiums,
Mentally, physically disabled persons,
32B§ 7
Retired employees, payment, 32B § 9A
Purchase, 32B § 10A
Rate credit, 32B § 8
Recommendations, advisory committee,
32B § 3
Refunds, 32B § 8
CITIES
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Officers and employees—Cont'd
Group insurance—Cont'd
Regional school districts, additional con-
tributions, 32B § 7A
Reinsurance, 32B § 3
Restrictions, public funds, premium pay-
ment. 32B § IS
Retirement, 32B § 9
Premiums, payment, 32B § 9A
Risk sharing pools, 32B § 19
Self insurance, administrative services
contracts. 32B § 3A
Sick leave pay, 32B § 7
Termination,
Employment. 32B § 9
Involuntary termination, coverage con-
tinuation, election, 32B § 17
Traffic supervisors, 32B § 2A
Trust funds,
Dividends, refunds, 32B § 9A
Health and welfare trust fund, 32B
§§ 15, 19
Other post employment benefits trust
fund, 32B § 20
Veterans services district, additional con-
tributions, governmental units. 32B
§ 7A
Welfare district, additional contributions,
governmental unit, 32B § 7A
Withdrawal, 32B § 19
Withholding salary payments, 32B § 7
Half holidays. 41 § 110
Health, Boards of, generally, this index
Health inspectors, 41 § 102 et seq.
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of
municipal administration, 43C § 13
Health maintenance organizations, election
to continue coverage, involuntary em-
ployment termination, 32B § 17
Highway surveyor, powers and duties, 41
§ 62
Historical commissions, appointments. 40
§ 8D
Holiday leave, 40 § 21A
Hospital employees, annuity contracts, 40
§ 55
Hours of labor, generally, ante
Incapacitated emergency technicians, leaves
while incapacitated, 41 § 11 1M
Incumbents, appointive offices, tenure, 41
§ 126 et seq.
Indebtedness violations, penalty, 44 § 62
Individual retirement accounts, 44 § 67A
Insurance,
Involuntarily terminated employees, elec-
tion to continue coverage, 32B § 17
Payroll deductions, deferred compensa-
tion program, 44 § 67
Involuntary employment termination, elec-
tion to continue insurance coverage,
32B§ 17
IRA, 44 § 67A
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Labor organizations.
Conventions, leaves of absence, 40 § 21C
Dues, payroll deductions, 180 § 17A
Leave of absence, 40 § 21A
Incapacitated emergency technicians, 41
§ 111M
Labor organization conventions. 40 § 21C
Life insurance, payroll deductions, deferred
compensation program, 44 § 67
Liquor and tobacco, payment, 44 § 58
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Officers and employees—Cont'd
Mayors, generally, this index
Memorial Day, veteran, time off, 40 § 21C'j
Notice,
Involuntarily terminated employees, elec-
tion to continue insurance coverage,
32B§ 17
Resignation, 41 § 109
Oaths and affirmations, generally, ante
Off duty work details, disposition of money
received for, 44 § 53C
Open meetings, executive sessions, 30A § 21
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Overtime pay, 149 § 33A et seq.
Payments to treasurer, statement, 41 § 54
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally.
ante
Personnel relations review board, 40 § 21B
Planning board powers, effect, 41 § 81(i
Plumbing inspectors, consolidation of of-
fices, optional forms of municipal ad-
ministration, 43C § 13
Political education committees, compensa-
tion and salaries, deductions, 180 § 17J
Powers and liabilities, 41 $ 3
Precinct voting, 39 § 20
Priorities and preferences, veterans, 41
§ 112
Professional employees, deferred compensa-
tion program, 44 § 67
Receipts of preceding fiscal year, notice, 41
§ 54A
Registered voter of town, filling vacancy, 41
§ 11
Regulating reports, 40 § 21
Relief associations, payroll deductions. 180
§ I7A
Removal from office. 39 § 8A
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Historical commissions, 40 § 8D
Tenure, 41 § 127
Treasurer, 41 § 39B
Youth commissions, 40 § 8E
Removal from town, 41 § 109
Reports, preservation. 66 § 8
Residence, 41 § 109
Resignation, 41 § 109
Restraining illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Retirement and Pensions, this index
Returns and statements, amount and value
ol taxable property, 58 § 10
Road commissioners, election, 41 § 63
Salaries. Compensation and salaries, gener-
ally, ante
Scientific employees, deferred compensation
program, 44 § 67
Selectmen, generally, this index
Sewer commissioners, election, 41 § 63
Sick leave, 40 § 21A; 41 § 111B
Sinking fund commissioners, 41 § 44
Smart growth reporting officers, school
funds, reimbursement, 40S § 3
Stormy weather work clothes, appropria-
tions, 40 §§ 6J, 6L
Tax Assessors, generally, this index
Tax Collectors and Collections, generally,
tins index
Tax sheltered annuity program, partic-
ipation, 29 § 64D
I enure, appointive offices, 41 § 126 et seq.
Term of office, 41 § 1
Board of survey, 41 § 73
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CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Officers and employees—Cont'd
Term of office—Cont'd
City clerks. 41 § 12
Community preservation committee, 44B
§ 5
( Conservation commission. 40 § 8C
Historical commissions. 40 § 8D
Keeper of lockup, 40 § 35
Youth commissions. 40 § 8E
Termination, employment, involuntary ter-
mination, election to continue insurance
coverage, 32B § 17
Transfers,
Optional forms of municipal administra-
tion, 43C ij 10
Playground land, 40 § ISA
Treasurers.
City Treasurers, generally, this index
Town Treasurers, generally, this index
Trust fund commissioners, generally, post
Unclassified positions, veterans. 41 § 112A
Union dues, payroll deductions, 180 § 17A
United Fund contributions, payroll deduc-
tions. 180 § 17B
Unpaid taxes, examination of books, 58 § 7
Vacancies in office, 41 §§ 10, 11, 61
A
Historical commissions. 40 § 81)
Removal from town. 41 § 109
Youth commissions, 40 § 8E
Vacations, 40 § 21A; 41 §§ 1I1G, 111
Computation, 41 § lllGk
Optional forms of municipal administra-
tion, 43C § 10
Pay, advancement, 44 § 65
Veterans organization convention, dele-
gate, 41 § 111.1
Veterans,
Funeral or memorial services, 41 § 111C
Memorial, Veterans days, time off, 40
§ 21CH
Organization convention, delegate. 41
§ HIJ
Preference, 41 § 112
Unclassified positions, 41 § 112A
Wire inspectors, consolidation of offices, op-
tional forms of municipal administra-
tion. 43C § 13
Work clothes for employees, 40 §§ 6J, 6L
Work schedule, 40 § 21
A
Reserves, 40 § 13C
Workers Compensation, this index
Youth commissions. 40 § 8E
Offices,
Estimated receipts from user fees, alloca-
tion, appropriations for annual ordinary
operating costs, 44 § 53E
Saturdays, 41 § 110A
Official letters, size. 40 § 52
Open meetings, 30A § 18 et seq.
Open space, conservation commission, powers,
40 § 8C
Option to purchase agricultural land, sale or
conversion to residential or commercial
use, 61A§ 14
Optional commonwealth laws, imposing direct
service or cost obligations on city or town,
right to accept or reject, revocation of
acceptance. 4 § 4B
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C § 1 et seq.
Options, conservation commissions, acquisi-
tions of rights in realty. 40 § 8C
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Orders of court.
Entry, 66 § 6
Ordinances, generally, post
Ordinances, 40 § 21
Abandoned wells, 40 § 21
Annual reports, 40 § 21
Approval by attorney general, 40 § 32
Assistant city clerk, 41 § 18
Balustrades on buildings, 40 § 23
Barriers at excavations, 40 § 21
Carriages, 40 § 22
Cemetery care funds, 114 § 19
Charges and bills, interest, 40 § 21E
Civil infractions, 40 § 21D
Classification of employees, 41 § 108A
Clubs using dwelling houses, 40 § 21
Collection of taxes, 41 § 38A
Common sewers, 40 § 21
Compensation increase, two thirds vote of
city council, 44 § 33A
Consolidation, 41 § 108C
Continuing environmental cleanup, abate-
ment agreement negotiation and ap-
proval, 59 § 59A
Cooperation with other municipalities, water
supply, 40 § 39H
Copy filed, 40 § 33
Disabled veterans, parking, 40 § 21
Disposal, personal property, 40 § 21
Dogs, 140 § 147A
Duty imposed, expense for performance, 40
§ 31
Dwelling houses used by clubs, 40 § 21
Election, committees, 39 § 16
Expense, performing duty, 40 § 31
Fees, payment by officers, 40 § 21
Fines and penalties, 40 § 21
Motorcycles, parking violations, 40 § 22A
Parking violations, 40 § 22A
Payment, 40U § 1 et seq.
Gas supply regulation, 40 § 21
Grievances, employees, adjustment, 40
§ 21B
Ice inspection and penalty, 40 § 24
Interest, charges and bills, 40 § 21E
Leave of absence, 40 § 21
Neglect of duty, expense, 40 § 31
Noncriminal disposition, offenses, 40 § 21
D
Numbering buildings, 40 § 21
Off street parking, disabled veterans, park-
ing spaces, 40 § 21
Optional forms of municipal administration.
Community development, consolidation
of offices, 43C § 12
Financial offices, consolidation, 43C § 1
1
Inspections and inspectors, consolidation
of offices, 43C § 13
Parking. 40 § 21
Veterans and handicapped persons, re-
stricted parking areas, 40 § 22A
Parking meters, 40 § 22A
Performance, of duty, expense, 40 § 31
Personnel relations review board, 40 § 21B
Planning board, 41 § 72
Private reserve parking, disabled veterans,
parking spaces, 40 § 21
Private way, temporary repairs, 40 § 6N
Projections on buildings, 40 § 23
Prudential affairs, 40 § 21
Publication, 40 §§ 32A, 32
Quorum for town meetings, 39 § 13
Rates and charges, interest, 40 § 2 IE
Regulation, town meetings, 39 § 15
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Ordinances—Cont'd
Removing vehicles for plowing snow. 40
§ 21
Reservoir regulation, 40 § 21
Salaries, 39 § 6A
Sand or gravel removal, penalty, 40 § 21
Seal, 40 § 47
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Snow and ice removal, 40 § 21
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Vehicles, 40 § 22
Vote required, 39 § 4
Water supply pipes, 40 § 21
Width of vehicle tires, 40 § 21
Work week, 40 § 21A
Original papers, preservation, 66 § 8
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Overtime pay, 149 § 33A el seq.
Pari mutuel wagering, state share, distribution,
58 § 18D
Parking,
Disabled veterans or handicapped persons,
40 § 21
Fines, allocation, 40 § 22G
Restricted areas, 40 § 22A
Fines and penalties, 40 § 22A
Handicapped parking, allocation, 40
§ 22G
Front of dwelling regulated, 40 § 21
Handicapped persons, 40 § 21
Restricted areas, 40 § 22A
Motorcycles, 40 § 22A
Off street parking, 40 §§ 22B, 22C
Parking meters,
Authorized, 40 § 22A
Off street parking areas, 40 §§ 22B, 22C
Parking violations, 90 § 20Afe
Parks and Playgrounds, generally, this index
Part payment of debt, 41 § 51
Part time employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
Payments, delinquent payments, taxes, fees or
assessments, license revocation or suspen-
sion, 40 § 57
Payroll. Compensation and salaries, generally.
ante
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Perjury, claim against, 41 § 52
Permits. Licenses and permits, generally, ante
Personal property,
Conservation commission, powers, 40 § 8C
Estate value increase measure, consumer
price index, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Gifts, 44 § 53Aft
Powers, 40 § 3
Regulation of disposal, 40 § 21
Personnel administration.
Consolidation of bylaws, 41 § 108C
School committees, consolidation of admin-
istrative functions, 71 § 37M
Personnel board, bylaws, 41 § 108C
Personnel relations review board, 40 § 21B
Petitions,
Improvement of lowland and swamps, 252
§ 4A
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 3
Revoke acceptance of statute, 4 § 4A
Petroleum pipelines, 40 § 43A
Physical education, appropriations, 71 § 47
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Physicians and surgeons,
Appointment, town physician. 41 § 106A
School physicians, residence, 40 § 13B
Pipes and pipelines,
Hot water, 40 § 43
Petroleum, 40 § 43A
Steam, 40 § 43
Water supply, 40 § 42
Plan B. City Charters, this index
Plan D. City Charters, this index
Plan E. City Charters, this index
Planning. Zoning and Planning, generally, this
index
Planning boards. Zoning and Planning, this
index
Plans and specifications,
Manufacturing workforce training, tax incre-
ment financing, 40 § 60A
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ let seq.
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Tax increment financing plan, 40 § 59
UCH TIF plans, urban center housing tax
increment financing plans, 40 § 60
Plants. Municipal Lighting Plants, generally,
this index
Plats. Maps and plats, generally, ante
Playgrounds. Parks and Playgrounds, general-
ly, this index
Police, generally, this index
Political caucuses. Elections, this index
Political committees. Elections, this index
Pollution, indebtedness, prevention, cleanup,
44 § 7
Post war rehabilitation funds, St. 1943, c. 5
Powers and duties, 40 § 1
Appointment and removal powers over exec-
utive officers, 41 § 108N
Community preservation committee, 44B
§ 5
Development districts, 40Q § 2
Limitation on local powers, Const. Amend.
Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Natural gas, sale, 164 § 69A
Precinct voting, 39 § 20
Preliminary tax payments, 59 § 23D
Prevailing rate of wages, contracts for clothing
or apparel, 40 § 4F
Printing, reports, 40 § 49
Priorities and preferences, agricultural prod-
ucts, procurement, 30B §§ 4, 20
Privileges and immunities,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, checks,
200A§ 9A
Contracts, municipal finance, 44 § 16
Tax receivables, sales, 60 § 2C
Proceedings, entry, 66 § 6
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Agricultural products, priorities and prefer-
ences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Application of law, 30B § 1
Priorities and preferences, agricultural prod-
ucts, 30B §§ 4, 20
Purchases, generally, post
Reverse auctions, 30B § 6A
Projects,
Abandonment, 44 § 20
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Promotion, advertising, 40 § 6A
Protective coverings, bar structures, lockup
cells, 40 § 36B
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Public buildings. Buildings, generally, this in-
dex
Public documents, Records and recordation,
generally, post
Public health, civil infractions, 40 § 21D
Public Improvements and Public Works, gener-
ally, this index
Public markets, 40 §§ 9, 10
Public necessity, forty hour week, authority to
exceed, 149 § 33A
Public officers and employees. Officers and
employees, generally, ante
Public safety commissioner, 41 § 101
Collective bargaining agreements, regula-
tions, priority. 150E § 7
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Public works board. 41 § 69C et seq.
Acceptance ol law, 41 § 69C
Elections. 41 § 69D
Rescission ol acceptance, 41 § 69F
Selectmen to act, vote on petition, 41 § 21
Public works municipal mutual aid. 40 § 4K
Publication.
Bylaws. 40 § 32
Ordinances, 40 § 32A
Pupils, admission of nonresidents, 71 § 6A
Purchases, 30B § 1 et seq.
Agricultural products, priorities and prefer-
ences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Collective purchasing, 7 §§ 22A, 22B
Land within limits of another city or town.
40 § 15
Natural gas, 164 § 69A
Off street parking areas, 40 § 22B
Priorities and preferences, agricultural prod-
ucts, 30B §§ 4, 20
Procurement, generally, ante
Products liability, collective purchases, 7
§ 22B
Real estate, 40 § 14
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Reverse auctions, 30B § 6A
Transfer of unneeded land purchased. 40
§ 15A
Warranties, collective purchases, 7 § 22B
Water rights, 40 § 38
Purchasing department.
Agents and assistants, 41 § 103
Election to determine. 41 § 104
Qualified Bond Act. 44A § 1 et seq.
Qualified state tuition programs, payroll deduc-
tion, 180 § 17L
Quorum, boards and commissions, actions and
proceedings, qualifications, 39 § 23D
Racial imbalance, public schools, 71 § 37C et
seq.
Ranks, community preservation ranks. 44B
§ 10
Real estate,
Abandonment, land no longer required, 40
§ 15
Acquisition, 30B § 16; 40 § 15
Capital planning committee. 41 § 106B
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Another city or town land acquired by emi-
nent domain, conveyance, 40 § 15
Capital planning committee, acquisition. 41
§ 106B
Community preservation, acquisition, price,
44B§ 5
Conservation commission, powers, 40 § 8C
Consumer price index, estate value increase
measure, tax exemption, 59 § 5
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
Real estate—Cont'd
Conveyance, land no longer required, 40
§ 15
Development districts, 40Q § 1 et seq.
Disposal, 30B § 16
Eminent domain, 40 § 14
I state value increase measure, consumer
price index, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Liens,
Municipal charges lien. 40 § 58
Taxes, assessments, water rates and
charges, 60 § 23
Office of lands and natural resources, 41
§ 69G
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C § 10
Playgrounds, transfer of land, 40 § 15A
Powers, 40 § 3
Proceeds from sale. 44 § 63
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Purchase, 40 § 14
Recordable instruments affecting interest in
realty, binding effect, 40 § 3A
Riverfront conservation. 131 § 40
Sale, payment in lieu of taxes, 44 § 63A
Smart growth. 40R § 1 et seq.
Surcharge, Community Preservation Act.
44B § 3 et seq.
Tax exemption, estate value increase meas-
ure, consumer price index, 59 § 5
Transfer of land, procedure, 40 § 15A
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing zones, 40 § 60
Water supply land, transfer, 40 § 15B
Real estate taxes, abatement agreements, af-
fordable housing development, 58 § 8C
Recommendations, community preservation
committee, 44B § 5
Recordable instruments affecting interest in
real estate, binding effect, 40 § 3A
Records and recordation.
Community preservation committee. 44B
8 13
'
Conservation commission. 40 § 8C
Copies, availability, statement. 66 § 10
Custody, 40 § 48; 66 § 6
Destruction. 66 § 8
Old records, 44 § 46
Disclaimer and release, invalid tax title held
by town, 60 § 84
Election of city officer, 39 § 3
Examination, auditors, 41 § 50
Inspection, ordinance regulating, 66 § 10
Instrument ol taking, 60 § 54
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Master plan, 41 § 81
D
Measurers, 41 § 86
Preservation, 66 § 8
Purchases, prices, 41 § 103
Redemption by person other than owner of
fee, 60 § 62
Security checks, lockup cells, 40 § 36B
Senior citizen volunteer services, local taxes
reduction, 59 § 5K
Suicide, attempt or threats by lockup detain-
ees, 40 § 36A
Surveyors, 41 § 86
Town accountant, 41 § 57
Trust fund commissioners. 41 § 47
Weighers, 41 § 86
Recreation, defraying costs, 40 § 5F
Recreation and park self supporting service
revolving funds, 44 § 53D
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Recreational land, option to purchase, 61B § 9
Recycling, 40 § 8H
Redevelopment authorities. Urban Renewal.
this index
Refusal to issue bonds in exchange for bearei
instrument in sinking funds. 44 § 61
Regional cultural councils, 10 § 58
Regional health districts, 111 § 27B
Regional planning districts. Zoning and Plan-
ning, this index
Regional police districts. Police, this index
Regional school district,
Additional state aid, 71 § 16D
Planning committee, creation, 71 § 14
Registrars board, canvass of returns, 39 § 21
Registration, reverse auctions, purchases. 30B
§ 6A
Regulations. Ordinances, generally, ante
Reimbursement,
Commonwealth owned land, loss of taxes, 58
§ 17
Conservation program, 132A § 11
Continuation schools, 71 § 24
Grants, primary debt, borrowing limitation.
refunding. 44 § 6A
Property taken by United States for flood
control, loss of taxes, 58 § 17B
School building assistance program, 70B § 1
et seq.
Smart growth, school funds, 40S § 1 et seq.
Superintendents, 71 § 59A
Tax exemptions and tax abatements granted.
claims, 58 § 8B
Tax revenues loss through tax exemption for
blind persons, 59 § 5
Transportation of pupils, 71 § 7A
Unemployment compensation, special funds,
40 § 5E
Relocation assistance, development districts.
40Q§ 2
Removal from office. Officers and employees.
ante
Renewable energy.
Energy revolving loan fund. 44 § 53E%
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Reports,
Accountant. 41 § 58
Audits and auditors, ante
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Consumer advisory commission. 40 § 8F
Death, lockup detainees, officer in charge,
40 § 36A
Departments, investigation, 41 § 23B
Drinking water protection districts. 40
§ 39K
Energy revolving loan fund. 44 § 53E^i
Estimated receipts from user fees, alloca-
tion, appropriations for annual ordinary
operating costs of agencies, 44 § 53E
Fiscal year, printing. 40 § 49
Handicapped parking, fines, allocation. 40
§ 22G
Municipal borrowing, 44 § 28
Preservation, 66 § 8
Printing, 40 § 49
Printing of fiscal year reports. 40 § 49
Regulation, 40 § 21
Smart growth, school funds, reimbursement,
40S§ 3
Suicide, lockup detainees, officer in charge,
40 § 36A
Tax collectors, private, 60 § 2B
Taxable property. 58 § 3
CITIES
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Rescission of statutes, 4 § 4B
Rescue services, contracts for joint services, 40
§ 4A
Research,
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Reserve fund, 40 § 6; 59 § 25
Appropriation, 40 § 5A
Reservoirs, appropriation to pay costs of in-
creasing storage capacity, 44 § 8
Resignation of officers and employees, 41
§ 109
Resolutions, vote required, 39 § 4
Restraint, illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Restriction, establishment of junior colleges, 71
§ 81
Retired police or firemen, indemnity, 41
§ 100B
Retirement and Pensions, this index
Reverse auctions, procurement, 30B § 6A
Review. Appeal and review, generally, ante
Revocation of acceptance, laws or administra-
tive rules or regulations imposing direct
service or cost obligations, 4 § 4B
Statutes, 4 § 4A
Revolving funds, 44 § 53Efe; St. 1993, c. 179
Rights in realty,
Abandonment. 40 § 15
Purchasing or talcing, 40 § 14
Riots and Mobs, generally, this index
Riprap, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Riverfront conservation, densely developed ar-
eas, designation, 131 § 40
Rivers and streams, dredging, indebtedness, 44
§ 7
Road commissioners. Highways and Streets,
this index
Road graders, financing, 44 § 7
Room occupancy excise, local excise, 64G § 3A
Rules and regulations,
Agricultural, aquacultural practices, wet-
lands, notice, 40 § 8C
Civil infractions, 40 § 21D
Noncriminal disposition, offenses, 40 § 21D
Safety, lockup detainees, written procedures, 40
§ 36C
Safety programs, automobiles, 40 § 7A
Sales,
Natural gas, 164 § 69A
Real estate,
Located in other city or town, acquired by
eminent domain, 40 § 15B
Payment in lieu of taxes, 44 § 63A
Tangible property, 30B § 15
Sanitary code, civil infractions, 40 § 21D
Saturdays, offices closed, 41 § 110A
Scenic roads, 40 § 15C
Schedules, fines and penalties, 40U § 11
Scholarship funds, 60 § 3C
School aid, 70 § 1 et seq.
Smart growth, reimbursement, 40S § 1 et
seq.
School building assistance program, 70B § 1 et
seq.
School Buildings and Grounds, generally, this
index
School buses, drivers, compensation, revolving
funds, use, 44 § 53Ei4
School committees,
Acceptance and disbursements of grants or
gifts, 71 § 37A
CITIES AND TOWNS—Cont'd
School committees—Cont'd
Consolidation of administrative functions, 71
§ 37M
Funds, executive committee for educational
television, 71 § 13F
Gifts or grants to, deposit with, 71 § 37A
Racial imbalance, 71 § 37C et seq.
State reimbursements, foster care children,
71 § 71F
Tuition payments, nonresident students, 71
§ 71F
School Funds, this index
School physician.
Appointment as town physician, 41 § 106A
Residence, 40 § 13B
School supplies, payment, 71 § 48
School uniforms, appropriations, 71 § 47
Schools and School Districts, generally, this
index
Seal, 40 § 47
Sealed competitive proposals, contracts of
twenty five thousand dollars or more, 30B
§ 6
Seasonal employees, deferred compensation
program, participation. 29 § 64D
Seawalls, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Securities, action by treasurer, 41 § 36
Selectmen, generally, this index
Self government, Const. Amend. Art. 2. § 1 et
seq.
Senior citizen volunteer services, local taxes
reduction, 59 § 5K
Seniority, optional forms of municipal adminis-
tration, 43C § 10
Service fees, collective bargaining agencies,
payroll deductions, 180 § 17G
Service obligations, imposed by Commonwealth
law, right to accept or reject, revocation of
acceptance, 4 § 4B
Service of process, smart growth zoning dis-
tricts, appeal and review, 40R § 11
Services,
Checks for services not duly paid, penalty,
44 § 69
Claims, 40 § 46
Collective purchasing, 7 § 22A
Contracts increasing quantity, 30B § 13
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Sewer department, superintendent, 41 § 69
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
Shellfish constabulary, clothing, appropriations,
40 § 6B
Shrubs, community preservation property dam-
age, actions and proceedings, 44B § 15
Sick leave, 40 § 21A; 41 § 111B
Sidewalk plows, financing, 44 § 7
Sidewalks, generally, this index
Single parking spaces, multiple motorcycle
parking, 40 § 22A
Sinking fund commissioners, 41 § 44
Municipal buildings insurance fund adminis-
tered, 40 § 13
Sinking funds. Municipal Finance, this index
Size, official letters, 40 § 52
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
School funds, costs, reimbursement, 40S § 1
et seq.
Smart growth reporting officers, school funds,
reimbursement, 40S § 3
Snow and ice. Ice and snow, generally, ante
Soldiers memorials trustees, 41 § 105
Sole source purchases, contracts of twenty five
thousand dollars or more, 30B § 7
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Solid Waste, generally, this index
Special acts,
Authorizing indebtedness, construction, 4
§ 8
Revocation of acceptance, 4 § 4A
Special detail work, funds, deposits and expen-
ditures, 44 § 53C
Special funds, retirement systems and pensions,
40 § 5D
Special laws, force and effect, Const. Amend.
Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Special or betterment assessments. Tax As-
sessments—Special, generally, this index
Specifications. Plans and specifications, gener-
ally, ante
Spending limits, community preservation fund,
44B§ 6
Sports, appropriations, 71 § 47
Sprinkling streets, 40 § 16 et seq.
Stabilization fund, 40 § 5B
State agencies, personal property gifts, 44
§ 53A14
State Aid, generally, this index
State grants, community preservation, 44B § 14
State lands, valuation, reimbursement, 58 § 13
State reimbursement, tax revenues lost through
tax exemption for blind persons, 59 § 5
State secretary, salary ordinance, filing with, 39
§ 6A
State tuition programs, payroll deduction, 180
§ 17L
Statements, acceptance of law, board of survey,
41 § 73
Station wagons, commercial vehicles, 40 § 22
Statutes, this index
Statutory construction of term town, 4 § 7
Steam pipes and conduits, 40 § 43
Stop payment orders, abandoned or unclaimed
property, checks, 200A § 9A
Storm weather work clothes, 40 §§ 6J, 6L
Streets. Highways and Streets, generally, this
index
Students, freedom of expression, dress, disci-
pline, 71 § 86
Stumpage fees, watershed lands. 59 §§ 5D, 5F
Subdivision Control Law, generally, this index
Sue and be sued, 40 § 2
Suicide, lockup detainees, 40 § 36A et seq.
Sunday, generally, this index
Superintendency district or union, employment
of school physician and nurse, 71 § 53B
Superintendent, water or sewer department, 41
§ 69
Superior court, order to support public schools.
71 § 34
Supplies,
Contracts increasing quantity, 30B § 13
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Surcharge, real estate, Community Preserva-
tion Act, 44B § 3 et seq.
Surgical self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Survey board. 41 § 73 et seq.
Surveys and surveyors. Highways and Streets,
generally, this index
Swamps. Lowland and swamps, generally, ante
Sweepers, financing, 44 § 7
Swimming pools, defraying costs, 40 § 5F
Tags and tagging, fines and penalties, viola-
tions, notice, 40U § 8 et seq.
Tangible personal property, gifts, 44 § 53Afe
Tangible property, sales, 30B § 15
Tax Assessments, generally, this index
CITY
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Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this index
lax Assessors, generally, this index
Tax Collectors and Collections, generally, this
index
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Gateway municipalities, 59 § 5M
Manufacturing workforce training, tax incre-
ment financing. 40 § 60A
Real estate, other cities, 59 §§ 5D, 5F
Reimbursement claims, 58 § 8B
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing plans, 40 § 60
Water resources authority, payments in lieu
of tax, 59 § 5G
Tax increment financing, 40 § 59; 59 § 5
Development districts, 40Q § 1 et seq.
Manufacturing workforce training, 40 § 60A
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing plans, 40 § 60
Tax liens, certificates, 60 § 23A
Fees, 60 § 23B
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Tax Sales, generally, this index
Tax sheltered annuity program, participation,
29 § 64D
Tax Titles, generally, this index
Taxation, generally, this index
Telecommunications, contracts, 30B § 7
Temporary employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
Temporary housing assistance plans, disaster
emergencies, 41 § 125
Tenure, appointive officers, 41 § 126 et seq.
Term of office. Officers and employees, ante
Terrorism, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Theft, community preservation property, ac-
tions and proceedings, 44B § 15
Theft of property, losses paid from municipal
buildings insurance fund, 40 § 13
Threats, suicide, lockup detainees, 40 § 36A et
seq.
Torts. Actions and proceedings, generally,
ante
Towing motor vehicles from streets and ways,
40 § 22D
Town Auditors, generally, this index
Town Clerks, generally, this index
Town council government, group insurance for
employees, 32B § 10
Town Meetings, generally, this index
Transfer,
Playground land, 40 § 15A
Water supply lands, 40 § 15B
Transfer of land, procedure, 40 § 15A
Transportation, appropriations, 71 § 47
Treasurers,
City Treasurers, generally, this index
Town Treasurers, generally, this index
Tree warden, office of lands and natural re-
sources, 41 § 69G
Trees, community preservation property dam-
age, actions and proceedings, 44B § 15
Trespass, prosecution, 41 § 36
Trust for schools, powers. 40 § 3
Trust fund commissioners, 41 § 45
Duties and records, 41 § 47
Less than 5.000 population, 41 § 45A
Municipal buildings insurance fund adminis-
tered, 40 § 13
Trust funds,
Affordable housing trust fund. 44 § 55C
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
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Trusts and trustees,
Investments of funds. 44 § 54
Libraries, 78 § 10
Treasurer, custodian of funds, 41 § 46
Tuberculosis, generally, this index
UCH TIF zones, urban center housing tax
increment financing zones, 40 § 60
Unemployment compensation, special funds, 40
§ 5E
Uniform Procurement Act, 30B § 1 et seq.
Union labels, clothing or apparel purchased by
contract or order, 40 § 4F
Unlawful assemblies. Riots and Mobs, gener-
ally, this index
Urban center housing tax increment financing
districts, smart growth zoning districts, 40R
§ 1 et seq.
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, 40 § 60
Urban planning, federal assistance, sharing
costs, 41 § 56
Urban Redevelopment Corporations, generally.
this index
Urban Renewal, generally, this index
Vacancies in office. Officers and employees,
ante
Vacations. Officers and employees, ante
Vandalism, municipal buildings insurance fund,
40 § 13
Veteran headquarters, bases, 40 § 9
Veterans,
Benefits, disclosure, 40 § 51
Disabled veterans, parking, 40 § 21
Funerals, municipal employees, attendance,
41 § 111C
Memorials, trustees, 41 § 10
Officers and employees, ante
Veterans Day, officers and employees, time off,
40 § 21Cfe
Veterans organizations, lease of buildings, 40
§ 9
Veterans services districts,
Audits, 115 § 15
Group insurance,
Acceptance of law, 32B § 10
Additional contributions by governmental
unit, 32B §§ 7A, 9E
Vietnam combat veterans combined armed
forces, lease of buildings. 40 § 9
Vietnam era veterans association, lease of
buildings, 40 § 9
Vocational Education, this index
Votes and voting. Elections, this index
War, providing necessities, 40 §§ 19. 20
War veterans civic association, lease of proper-
ty for headquarters or post, 40 § 9
Wards and voting precincts. Elections, this
index
Wash houses, construction and management,
40 § 12
Water and sewer board,
Election, 41 § 23
Selectmen to act, vote, 41 § 21
Water Commissioners, generally, this index
Water department, superintendent, 41 § 69
Water rates and charges, liens and incumbran-
ces, 40 § 42B; 60 § 23
Water resources authority, sewage collection.
treatment, disposal, contracts, 83 § 1
Water rights, conservation commission, powers,
40 § 8C
Water Supply, generally, this index
Waters and Watercourses, generally, this index
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Watershed protection, tax assessments, pay-
ments in lieu of, 59 § 5H
Waterways improvement and maintenance
fund, 40 § 5G
Weights and Measures, generally, this index
Wells, abandoned, 40 § 21
Wetlands, agricultural, aquacultural practices,
rules and regulations, notice, 40 § 8C
Wetlands protection fund, St. 1997, c. 43
§ 218; St. 1998, c. 194 § 349
Wills,
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Transfer of unneeded lands acquired by de-
vise, 40 § ISA
Work performed, fees, 40 § 22F
Workers Compensation, this index
Working hours. Hours of labor, generally,
ante
Youth commissions, 40 § 8E
Zoning and Planning, generally, this index
CITIZENS AND CITIZENSHIP
Assistant treasurers, 41 § 39A
Duties, instruction and training in schools, 71
§ 1
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
Required subjects, preparing students for
duties of citizenship, 71 § 2
Schools and school districts, training and in-
struction, 71 § 1
Training and instruction, 71 § 1
CITY ACCOUNTANT
See, also, Town Accountant, generally, this
index
Assistant, 41 § 49A
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of mu-
nicipal administration, 43C § 11
Employment contracts, 41 § 108N
( Optional forms of municipal administration.
consolidation of offices, 43C § 1
1
Warrants, payment of bills, drafts, 41 § 56
CITY AUDITORS
See, also, Town Auditors, generally, this
index
Generally, 41 § 48 et seq.
Accounts,
Examination. 41 § 50
Inspection, 41 § 52
Assistant. 41 § 49A
Bond, temporary officer, 41 § 61A
Claim presented, oath, 41 § 52
Compensation, assistant. 41 ij 49A
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of mu-
nicipal administration, 43C § 11
Contracts kept on file, 41 § 17
Debt, notice to creditor, 41 § 51
Employment contracts, 41 § 108N
Examination, books and accounts, 41 § 50
Fines and penalties, municipal lighting plant
contracts, 164 § 56C
Inspection, accounts, 41 § 52
Municipal lighting plants, accounts, inspection,
164 § 56
Notice,
Assessors of amount to be raised by taxa-
tion. 59 § 23A
\ssessors of amounts of abatement of taxes,
59 § 23B
To creditor, 41 § 51
Oath of office,
Assistant, 41 § 49A
CITY
CITY AUDITORS—Cont'd
Oath of office—Cont'd
Temporary officer, 41 § 61A
Optional forms of municipal administration,
consolidation of offices, 43C § 11
Pay roll, approval, 41 § 52
Preceding fiscal year, receipts, 41 § 54A
Receipts of preceding year, notice, 41 § 54A
Reports,
Contents of annual report, 41 § 50
Recreation and park self supporting service
revolving fund, 44 § 53D
Statement, payments to treasurer, 41 § 54
Successor in office, 41 § 48
Temporary officer, 41 § 61A
Term of office, 41 § 48
Vacancy in office, 41 §§ 48, 61A
CITY CHARTERS
Generally, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Adoption,
Petitions, post
Powers and procedures, Const. Amend. Art.
2, § 1 et seq.
Amendments,
Consistency with law relating to government
structure, 43B § 20
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 3
Powers and procedures, Const. Amend. Art.
2, § 1 et seq.
Appointments, consistency with law, 43B § 20
Charter commission, election, powers and
duties, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Compensation and salaries. Plan E, post
Consistency with law relating to government
structure, 43B § 20
Consolidation, local offices, consistency with
law, 43B § 20
Elections,
Adoption or revision of charter, Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Charter amendments. Const. Amend. Art. 2,
§ 1 et seq.
Charter commission, Const. Amend. Art. 2,
§ 1 et seq.
Consistency with law, 43B § 20
Judicial notice, charters and amendments,
Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Merger, local offices, consistency with law, 43B
§ 20
Objections, sufficiency and validity of petition
signatures, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et
seq.
Officers and employees,
Plan D, post
Plan E, post
Offices of local government, consistency with
law, 43B § 20
Petitions,
Adoption of plan, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1
et seq.
Revision of charters, Const. Amend. Art. 2,
§ 1 et seq.
Plan B, group insurance for employees, 32B
§ 10
Plan D,
Compensation and salaries, approval, 41
§ 41
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Emergency medical technicians, injuries, in-
demnification^^ 111N
CITY CHARTERS—Cont d
Plan D—Cont'd
Group insurance for employees, retired em-
ployees, payment of premiums, 32B
§ 9A
Indemnity, retired police and firemen, 41
§ 100B
Lease, airspace, 40 § 22E
Motor vehicles, removal, 40 § 22D
Officers and employees,
Advances for expenses, 44 § 66
Emergency medical technicians, injuries,
indemnification, 41 § 111N
Personnel relations review board, 40 § 21B
Plan E,
Compensation and salaries,
Approval, 41 § 41
Overtime pay,
Authorization, 149 § 33B
Emergencies, 149 § 33A
Police, 41 § 111H
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Eight hour day, forty hour work week, ac-
ceptance of law, 149 § 33B
Emergencies, forty hour work week, exemp-
tions, 149 § 33A
Emergency medical technicians, injuries, in-
demnification, 41 § 111N
Exemptions, forty hour work week, 149
§§ 33A, 33B
Firefighters,
Forty hour week, exemption, 149 §§ 33A,
33B
Holiday compensation, 48 § 57A
Forty hour work week, acceptance, 149
§ 33A
Group insurance for employees, 32B § 10
Retired employees, payment of premiums,
32B § 9A
Holiday compensation, fire fighters, 48
§ 57A
Hours of labor,
Consecutive hours, eight hour day, 149
§ 33B
Eight hour day, forty hour week, 149
§ 33B
Exemptions, forty hour week, 149 §§ 33A,
33B
Indemnity, retired police and firemen, 41
§ 100B
Leases, airspace, 40 § 22E
Motor vehicle removal, 40 § 22D
Officers and employees,
Advancement for expenses, 44 § 66
Emergency medical technicians, injuries,
indemnification, 41 § 111N
Overtime pay,
Authorization, 149 § 33B
Emergencies, 149 § 33A
Police, 41 § 11 1H
Personnel relations review board, 40 § 21B
Policemen,
Forty hour week, exemption, 149 §§ 33A,
33B
Minimum annual compensation, 41
§ 108E
Public necessity, exceeding forty hour work
week, 149 § 33A
Revolving funds, 44 § 53Efe
Teachers, forty hour week, exemption, 149
§§ 33A, 33B
Vacations, 41 § 111G
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CITY CHARTERS—Cont d
Publication, proposed charter amendment,
Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Records and recordation, charters or amend-
ments, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Revision, powers and procedures, Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
School Committees, generally, this index
Special Act or provision, 4 § 7
Structure of government, consistency with law,
43B § 20
Subdivision Control Law, effect on powers, 41
§ 81DD
Term of office, consistency of law, 43B § 20
Time, submission by charter commission,
Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Voters and voting. Elections, generally, ante
CITY CLERKS
See, also. Town Clerks, generally, this
index
Generally, 41 § 12 et seq.
Accounts and accounting, bond to account for
fees, 41 § 13A
Additional services, compensation and salaries,
41 § 191
Age, 41 § 19B
Removal or suspension, 41 § 19D
Successor in office, 41 § 19E
Vote to accept, 41 § 19C
Appointment,
Certificate, 41 § 19A
Temporary clerk, 41 § 14
Appropriations certified, 41 § 15A
Assistant clerk, 41 § 18
Attestation of records, 41 § 18A
Certificate of appointment or election, 41
§ 19A
Facsimile of signature, 41 § 18B
Attestation,
Assistant clerk, 41 § 18
Records, 41 § 18A
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), 41 § 13A
Cemetery care funds, records, 114 § 19
Certificates and certification,
Appointment or election, 41 § 19A
Appropriations, 41 § 15A
Assistants, 41 § 18
City council, compensation for services as clerk
of, 41 § 19F
Compensation and salaries,
Additional services, 41 § 191
Registrar of voters, services as, 41 § 19J
Registrars of voters board, membership, 41
§§ 19G, 19H
Services as clerk of city council, 41 § 19F
Copies, contract, kept, 41 § 17
Corporations and taxation commissioner, bond
of clerk, approval, 41 § 13A
Custody of records, 66 § 6
Elections, certificate, 41 § 19A
Facsimile, signature, 41 § 18B
Fees, bond to account for, 41 § 13A
Fines, penalties and forfeitures, contracts not
filed, 41 § 17
Licenses and permits.
Bond to account for fees, 41 § 13A
Delegation of authority, 41 § 13B
Renewal, 41 § 13B
Ordinances, salary ordinances, filing with, 39
§ 6A
Parking clerk, 90 § 20AI4
Permanent tenure, 41 § 19B et seq.
CIVIL
CITY CLERKS—Cont'd
Planning board, notice, failure of subdivision
construction or installation to comply with
rules and regulations, 41 § 81U
Records and recordation.
Attestation. 41 $ 18A
Custody. 66 § 6
Elections. 39 § 3
Registrar ot voters
Membership of board, compensation, 41
§§ 19G, 1911
Service as, additional compensation, 41
§ 19J
Removal, 41 § 191)
Services, additional compensation. 41 § 191
Suspension, 41 § 19D
Temporary clerk, 41 § 14
Age, tenure of office, 41 §§ 19B, 19C
Certificate, appointment or election, 41
§ 19A
Tenure of office, 41 § 19B
Removal or suspension, 41 § 19D
Successor in office, 41 § 19E
Vote to accept, 41 § 19C
Term of office. 41 § 12
Vacancy in office, temporary clerk, 41 § 14
CITY COLLECTOR OF TAXES
Tax Collectors and Collections, generally, this
index
CITY COUNCIL
Acceptance of statute, vote of council, 4 § 4
Acting mayor, 39 § 5
Administrative rules or regulations resulting in
direct service or cost obligations, right to
accept or reject, revocation of acceptance.
4§ 4B
Aldermen, generally, this index
Allocation of powers, 39 § 1
Appeals hoard, acting as, 41 § 81Z
Appointed officers, removal, 39 § 8A
Appointment, eligibility to another office, 39
§ 8
( Certificates, city clerk, appointment or election,
41 § 19A
City clerk, compensation for services as clerk of
city council, 41 § 19F
Common council.
Holding another office, 39 § 7
President, acting mayor, 39 § 5
Vacancy in office, 39 § 6
Compensation,
Members, 39 § 6A
Ordinance increasing, two thirds vote ol city
council, 44 § 33A
Conservation commission, acceptance of gifts,
approval, 40 § 8C
Dual office holding, 39 § 7
Elected officers, removal, 39 § 8A
Elections, 39 § 8
Eligibility to another office, 39 § 8
Exemptions, compensation and salaries, mem-
bers, 39 § 6A
Grant or gift of funds, approval of expenditure.
44 § 53A
Highways, powers, 41 § 77
Laws imposing direct service or cost obli-
gations, right to accept or reject, revoca-
tion of acceptance, 4 § 4B
Licensing authority, delegation of power, 41
§ 13B
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
CITY COUNCIL—Cont'd
Oaths and affirmations, members to pay roll,
41 § 41
Planning board powers, effect, 41 § 81G
Report by planning board, 41 § 71
Sinking fund commissioners, election, 41 § 44
Statutes, action on, compliance with statutory
requirements, 4 § 6
1 ransfer, playground land, 40 § 15A
Zoning and Planning, generally, this index
CITY ELECTIONS
Elections, this index
CITY ENGINEERS
Clerk to survey board, 41 § 73
Custodian, planning board records, 41 § 81A
CITY MANAGERS
See, also, Town Managers, generally, this
index
Deferred compensation program, 44 § 67
Grant or gift of funds, approval of expenditure.
44 § 53A
CITY MARSHALS
Compensation and salaries, 48 § 57G
CITY PRISONS
Jails, generally, this index
CITY SOLICITORS
Assessors, legal counsel, 41 § 26A
Statutory construction. 4 § 7
CITY TREASURERS
See, also, Town Treasurers, generally, this
index
Generally, 41 § 35 et seq.
Accounting, 41 § 35
Actions,
Bonds and notes, 41 § 36
Damages, defense, 41 § 43A
Assistant treasurer, 41 § 39A
Attachment, defense of action. 41 § 43A
Attorney, employment to defend action
against, 41 § 43A
Auditor, authority, 41 § 35
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries). 41 §§ 35, 46
Assistant treasurer, 41 § 39A
Temporary officer, 41 § 61A
Union dues, deductions from salary, 180
§ 17A
Compensation and salaries. 41 § 41
Assistant treasurer. 41 § 39A
Department heads, delivery of checks, 41
§ 41A
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of mu-
nicipal administration. 43C § 11
Contracts,
Banking services, 44 § 53K
Municipal employee deferred compensation
program, 44 § 67
Municipal finance. 44 § 16
Custodian, funds, 41 § 46
Delivery, department heads, payroll checks. 41
§ 41A
Department heads, payroll checks, delivery, 41
§ 41A
Deposits, school committees, nonresident tu-
ition payments and state reimbursement
for foster care children, 71 § 71F
Deputy, 41 § 37
Dog license receipts, 140 § 149
Facsimile signatures to checks, 107 § 45A
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CITY TREASURERS—Cont d
Investments,
Bond proceeds, 44 § 55
Fund, 41 § 46
Municipal finance, contracts. 44 § 16
Notice, assessments and charges due stale. 59
§ 20
Oath ot office,
.Assistant treasurer, 41 § 39A
I emporary officer. 41 § 61A
Optional forms of municipal administration,
consolidation of offices, 43C § 11
Payroll,
Department heads, delivery of checks, 41
§ 41A
Payment ol salaries, 41 § 41
Personal liability, 41 § 43A
Oualified Bond Act. 44 S§ 2, 7
Removal from office, 41 § 39B
Reports. 41 § 36
School committees, deposits, nonresident tu-
ition payments and state reimbursement
for foster care children, 71 § 71F
Sinking fund commissioners, eligibility, 41 § 44
State, assessments and charges due state, no-
tice, 59 § 20
Temporary officer, 41 § 61
A
Union dues, deductions from salary, 180 § 17A
Vacancy in office, 41 § 61A
Failure to give bond, 41 § 35
CIVIC ACTIVITIES
Political candidates, school buildings, use, 71
§ 71
Receipts and expenditures, 71 § 71E
School buildings, use, 71 § 71
Receipts and expenditures. 71 § 71E
CIVICS
Schools, required subject. 71 § 2
CIVIL ACTIONS
Actions and Proceedings, generally, this index
CIVIL CITATIONS
Weights and Measures, this index
CIVIL DEFENSE
Wai and Civil Defense, generally, this index
CIVIL DISORDERS
Curfews, 40 § 37A
CIVIL ENGINEERS
Engineers, generally, this index
CIVIL PROCESS
Process, generally, this index
CIVIL RIGHTS
Discrimination In Employment, generally, this
index
CIVIL SERVICE
Cities and towns,
Appropriation for enforcement, 40 § 8
Assistant town clerk, 41 § 19
Beach district employees, 40 § 12F
Compensation and salaries, 41 § 108J
Discrimination. 41 § 108J
Equal pay, 41 § 108J
Enforcement, appropriations. 40 § 8
Equal pay, 41 § 108J
Grievances of employees, adjustment, 40
§ 21B
CIVIL
CIVIL SERVICE—Cont'd
Cities and towns—Cont'd
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 10
Regional police districts, 41 § 99J
Removal of officers, 39 § 8A
Town accountant, 41 § 55
Towns, appropriation for enforcement, 40
§ 8
Unclassified positions, veterans, 41 § 112A
Police, this index
Regional health districts, 111 § 27B
Veterans, unclassified positions, 41 § 112A
Women, cities and towns, equal pay, 41 § 108J
CIVIL WAR
War and Civil Defense, generally, this index
CLASS FOUR INDUSTRIAL
Definitions, tax assessments, property classifi-
cation, 59 § 2A
CLASS TWO OPEN SPACE
Definitions, tax assessments, property classifi-
cation, 59 § 2A
CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY
Taxation, this index
CLERICAL ERRORS
Tax assessments, omitted property, 59 § 75
CLERKS
Aging councils on, appointment, 40 § 8B
City assessors, 41 § 24
City Clerks, generally, this index
Consumer advisory commission, 40 § 8F
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Districts, this index
Historical commissions, cities and towns, ap-
pointments, 40 § 8D
Planning board, 41 § 81A
Superintendency union, joint school committee,
employment and compensation, 71 § 53A
Survey board, 41 § 73
Tax assessments, omitted property, 59 § 75
Tax assessors, 41 § 24
Town assessors, 41 § 24
Town Clerks, generally, this index
Villages, 40 § 44
Youth commissions, cities and towns, appoint-
ments, 40 § 8E
CLOTHING
Wearing Apparel, generally, this index
CLUBS
Dwelling houses in use, regulation, 40 § 21
CLUBS AS WEAPONS
Weapons, generally, this index
CLUSTER DEVELOPMENTS
Tax assessments, 59 § 11
COASTAL WATERS
Protection of coastal wetlands, 131 § 40
COASTAL WETLANDS
Tax assessments, local taxes, 59 § 11
CODICILS
Wills, this index
COIN OPERATED DEVICES
Bicycles, parking, cities or towns, 40 § 22A et
seq.
COLLABORATIVE EDUCATIONAL PRO-
GRAMS
Generally, 40 § 4E
Definitions, bullying, 71 § 370
Privileges and immunities, emergency first aid
or transportation, 71 § 55A
Tuition prepayment, school committees, 71
§ 71D
COLLECTION OF TAXES
Tax Collectors and Collections, generally, this
index
COLLECTrVE BARGAINING
Labor Relations and Disputes, this index
COLLECTORS OF TAXES
Tax Collectors and Collections, generally, this
index
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
Appeal and review, career incentive pay pro-
gram, police, criminal justice programs, 41
§ 108L
Career incentive pay program, police, 41
§ 108L
Charter schools, establishment, 71 § 89
Cities and towns, officers and employees, fund-
raising, payroll deductions, 180 § 17B
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
Contracts, tax assessor training programs, 58
§ 3
County officers and employees, fundraising,
payroll deductions, 180 § 17B
Courses of study,
Career incentive pay program, police, 41
§ 108L
Tax assessor training programs, 58 § 3
Criminal justice programs, career incentive pay
program, police, 41 § 108L
Diplomas and degrees. Junior colleges, post
Duties of instructors, 71 § 30
Fees, career incentive pay program, police,
evaluation, 41 § 108L
Firefighters and fire departments, education,
73 § 20
Instructors, duties, 71 § 30
Junior colleges,
Cities and towns, restriction, 71 § 81
Course of instruction, 71 § 75
Cost of maintaining, 71 § 76
Joint maintenance, 71 § 77
Designation, 71 § 79
Diplomas and degrees, 71 § 79
Establishment by city or town, restriction, 71
§ 81
Names, use of junior, 71 § 79
Restriction on establishment, 71 § 81
School committees, courses of instruction,
71 § 75
Law enforcement programs, career incentive
pay program, police, 41 § 108L
Leases. University of Massachusetts, post
Moral education, duties of president, profes-
sors, and tutors, 71 § 30
Physical Education, generally, this index
Police, this index
Presidents,
Duties, 71 § 30
Moral education, duties, 71 § 30
Professors, duties, 71 § 30
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COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES—Cont'd
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Regional community colleges,
Easement purchased or taken, municipal
purpose, 40 § 14
Eminent domain, municipal purpose, 40
§ 14
Reports, career incentive pay program, police,
criminal justice programs, 41 § 108L
Scholarships,
Cities and towns,
Officers and employees, payroll deduc-
tions, 180 § 17B
Scholarship funds, 60 § 3C
County officers and employees, payroll de-
ductions, 180 § 17B
State officers and employees, payroll deduc-
tions, 180 § 17B
Tax checkoffs, scholarship fund, 60 § 3C
State officers and employees, fundraising, pay-
roll deductions, 180 § 17B
Tax assessor training programs, contracts, 58
§ 3
Tax exempt status, real and personal property
used as residences for officers, 59 § 5
Teachers. University of Massachusetts, post
Transcript of record,
Furnishing to student, 71 § 34A
Neglect or refusal to furnish, 71 § 34B
Trusts and trustees, labor relations and dis-
putes, collective bargaining, 150E § 7
Tuition,
Firefighters and fire departments, 73 § 20
Nonresident students, motor vehicles, domi-
cile and residence, 90 § 314
Police, 73 § 20
Tutors, duty, 71 § 30
University of Massachusetts,
College of food and natural resources, dean,
farm land valuation advisory commis-
sion membership, 61A § 11
Leases, taxation, buildings erected on land,
59 § 11
Moral education, duties of president, profes-
sors and tutors, 71 § 30
Presidents, duties, 71 § 30
Reimbursement of taxes, 58 § 13
Teachers, duties, 71 § 30
Transcript of record,
Furnishing to student, 71 § 34A
Neglect or refusal to furnish, 71 § 34B
Tutors, duties, 71 § 30
COLLISION INSURANCE
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
COLLUSION
Fraud, generally, this index
COLUMBUS DAY
Fire department officials, holiday pay, 48
§ 57E
Firemen on duty, additional pay or day off, 48
§ 57D
Holiday, policeman on duty, additional pay or
day off, 147 § 17A
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
COMMANDING OFFICER
Military Forces, generally, this index
Police, service in other cities or towns, 41 § 99
COMMEMORATION DAYS
Generally, 4 § 7
COMPENSATION
COMMEMORATION DAYS—Cont'd
Definition, statutory construction, 4 § 7
COMMERCE
Business and Commerce, generally, this index
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
Buildings, generally, this index
COMMERCIAL CODE
Bank Deposits and Collections, generally, this
index
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
Sales, generally, this index
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
COMMERCIAL FISHING
Excise tax, fishing vessels, 59 § 8
Marine Fish and Fisheries, generally, this index
Tax exemption.
Boats, fishing gear and nets, 59 § 5
Excise tax, 60B § 3
Taxation, fishing vessels, 59 § 18
COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES
Motor Carriers, generally, this index
COMMERCIAL PAPER
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
Tax Exemptions, this index
Taxation, this index
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
Motor Vehicles, this index
COMMISSIONERS
Boards and Commissions, generally, this index
Definitions,
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Local option meals excise, 64L § 1
Public works contracts, 149 § 44A
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
Tax receivables, transfers. 60 § 2C
COMMISSIONS
Boards and Commissions, generally, this index
COMMISSIONS (COMPENSATION)
Compensation and Salaries, generally, this in-
dex
COMMITTEES
Advisory Boards, Committees and Councils,
generally, this index
Agricultural lands preservation committee, 20
§ 24
Appropriation committee, election or appoint-
ment, 39 § 16
Cities and Towns, this index
Data processing center, cities and towns, 41
§ 23D
General Court, this index
Meetings, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18 et seq.
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Prudential Committees, generally, this index
School Committees, generally, this index
COMMON AREAS AND FACILITIES
Condominiums, this index
COMMON COUNCIL
City Council, this index
COMMON NUISANCE
Nuisances, generally, this index
COMMONWEALTH
State, generally, this index
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
Diseases, generally, this index
COMMUNICATIONS
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Telecommunications, generally, this index
COMMUNITY ANTENNA TELEVISION SYS-
TEMS
Municipal finance, 44 §§ 8A, 8
COMMUNITY CHEST
Bond of treasurer, 180 § 17B
Contributions, town employees, payroll deduc-
tion, 180 § 17B
County employees, payroll deductions, 180
§ 17B
State employees, pay roll deductions, 180
§ 17B
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION
Generally, 44B § 1 et seq.
Definitions, Massachusetts Community Preser-
vation Act, 44B § 2
COMPANIES
Corporations, generally, this index
COMPENSATION AND SALARIES
Accountants, assistant. 41 § 49A
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Agricultural lands preservation committee, 20
§ 24
Appellate tax board, 58A § 1
Art commission. 41 § 83
Assessors, 41 §§ 22, 27, 108B
Assistants, 41 § 25A
Auditors, assistants, 41 § 49A
Budget. 44 § 33A
Career incentive pay program, police, 41
§ 108L
Casual employees, 149 § 148
Cemetery commissioners, appointed. 41 § 22
Chief, police of fire department, 41 § 22
Cities and Towns, this index
City Clerks, this index
City Marshals, this index
Clerks,
City Clerks, this index
Town Clerks, this index
Clothing contracts, cities and towns, prevailing
rate of wages, 40 § 4F
Collaborative education boards, treasurers, 40
§ 4E
Correctional Institutions, this index
Council members, 39 § 6A
County Officers and Employees, this index
Crimes and Offenses, this index
Cultural councils, local, regional, 10 § 58
Deductions,
Payroll deductions, generally, post
School committee, annuity contract premi-
ums, payment, 71 § 43
Directors, generally, this index
Discrimination In Employment, this index
Districts, this index
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COMPENSATION AND SALARIES—Cont'd
Drinking water protection districts, commis-
sion, 40 § 39K
Educational collaborates, 71 § 40
Emergency medical technicians, leaves while
incapacitated, 41 § 11 1
M
Executive committee for educational television.
71 §§ 13F, 13G
Fees, generally, this index
Foundation budget review commission, schools,
state aid, 70 § 4
Grand Jury, this index
Holidays, fire fighters. 48 § 57A
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, generally,
this index
Housing Authorities, this index
Jury, this index
Keeper of lockup. 40 § 36
I aboi and Employment, this index
Landing places, custodian, 88 § 14
Marshals City Marshals, this index
Mayors, 39 § 6A
Medical technicians, emergency medical techni-
cians, leaves while incapacitated, 41
§ 111M
Minimum Wages, generally, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Occupational guidance and placement director,
71 §§ 38A, 38D
< )fficer appointed to another office, 41 § 4A
Payments, 149 § 148
Alter death, 41 § 1111
Penalty. 41 § 43
Payroll deductions,
City officers and employees. 180 § 17A et
seq.
County officers and employees, 180 § 17A et
seq.
Public officers and employees, 180 § 17A et
seq.
Schoolteachers, authorization, 180 § 171
State officers and employees. 180 § 17A et
seq.
Union dues, 180 § 17A
Police, this index
Prevailing rate of wages, city and town con-
tracts for clothing or apparel, 40 § 4F
Procuring position for school teacher, limita-
tion, 71 § 45
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Public Officers and Employees, this index
Purchasing agent and assistant. 41 § 103
Regional health districts, 111 § 27B
Regional police district commission treasurer,
41 § 99F
Regional refuse disposal districts, treasurer, 40
§ 44G
Reimbursement to town, superintendents of
schools, 71 § 59A
School building authority, 70B § 1A
Executive directors, 70B § 3
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
Severance pay, police chiefs, contracts, 41
§ 108O
Special features, superintendency union, 71
§ 53A
State Officers and Employees, this index
State Police, this index
Statutory construction. 4 § 7
Street superintendent, 41 §§ 22, 66
Joinder of towns. 41 § 67
COMPENSATION
COMPENSATION AND SALARIES—Cont'd
Superintendency union, officers and employees,
71 § 53A
Survey board, 41 § 73
Tax Assessors, this index
Tax collectors, 41 § 108B
Town Clerks, this index
Town Treasurers, this index
Transportation contract based on prevailing
wage rate, transportation to schools, 71
§ 7A
Treasurer and assistant treasurer, regional
school district committee, 71 § 16A
Tree wardens, 41 § 22
Union school district, superintendents, 71 § 64
Wage Payment Act, 149 § 148 et seq.
Wearing apparel contracts, cities and towns,
prevailing rate of wages, 40 § 4F
Workers Compensation, generally, this index
COMPETITIVE BIDDING
Bids and Bidding, generally, this index
COMPILATION
Zoning ordinances or bylaws, publication and
distribution, 40 § 32B
COMPLAINTS
Open meetings, 30A § 23
Pleadings, this index
COMPOST
Bids and bidding,
Sealed competitive proposals, 30B § 6
Uniform procurement, application of law,
30B §§ 1, 13A
Contracts, uniform procurement, application of
law, 30B §§ 1, 13A
Facilities, municipal financing, 44 § 28C
Borrowing outside debt limits, 44 § 8
Municipalities or districts, 40 § 8H
Procurement, application of law, 30B §§ 1, 13A
Uniform procurement, application of law, 30B
§§ 1, 13A
COMPROMISE AND SETTLEMENT
Firefighters, indemnification, 41 § 100
Police officers, indemnification, 41 § 100
COMPTROLLERS DDVISION
Administration and Finance. Executive Office,
this index
COMPUTATION
Urban redevelopment corporation, excise pay-
able, 121A § 10
COMPUTERS
Bullying, cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Cities and towns, centers, 41 § 23D
Cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Internet, generally, this index
Municipal finance, purchases, 44 § 7
Schools and School Districts, this index
Tax assessments,
Omitted property, 59 § 75
Public access to terminals, 59 § 52C
CONCEALMENT
Tax evasion, property, 59 § 90
CONCESSIONS
Beach districts, 40 § 12G
Food concessions, school athletic field, 71 § 71
CONCORD CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
CONDEMNATION
Eminent Domain, generally, this index
CONDITIONAL SALES
See, also, Secured Transactions, generally,
this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
CONDOMINIUMS
Assessments, 183A § 14
Betterment agreements, septic systems. Ill
§ 127B!4
Betterment agreements, septic systems, 111
§ 127B!6
Betterment assessments, 183A § 14
Collection of taxes, 183A § 14
Common areas and facilities,
Taxation, 183A § 14
Undivided interest, liens, 183A § 14
Encumbrances. Liens and incumbrances, gen-
erally, post
Energy conservation, cities and towns, loans, 44
§ 53E*
Evidence, septic systems, betterment agree-
ments, authority to act, 111 § 127Bfe
Home heating oil release, betterment agree-
ments, 111 § 127Bii
Incumbrances. Liens and incumbrances, gen-
erally, post
Liens and incumbrances,
Energy revolving loan fund, cities and towns,
44 § 53E^i
Municipalities, attached to units, 183A § 14
Septic tanks, betterment agreements. 111
§ 127BI4
Loans, energy revolving loan fund, cities and
towns, 44 § 53E%
Maintenance and repairs, septic systems, bet-
terment agreements, 111 § 127Bfe
Rates and charges, assessments, 183A § 14
Renewable energy, cities and towns, loans, 44
§ 53E}.
Septic systems, betterment agreements, 111
§ 127Bfe
Sewer use charges, 183A § 14
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax assessments—special, 183A § 14
Energy revolving loan fund, cities and towns,
loans, 44 § 53E%
Undivided interest. Common areas and facili-
ties, ante
Urban Redevelopment Corporations, generally,
this index
Water supply, rates and charges, 183A § 14
CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS
Elections, generally, this index
CONDUITS
Taxation, 59 § 18
Telephone and telegraph companies, taxation.
59 § 39
CONFERENCES
Conventions or Conferences, generally, this in-
dex
CONFIDENTIAL OR PRTVILEGED INFOR-
MATION
See, also, Privileges and Immunities, gener-
ally, this index
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CONFIDENTIAL OR PRTVILEGED INFOR-
MATION—Cont'd
Abuse Between Family and Household Mem-
bers, this index
Attorneys, this index
Fines and penalties, rape reports, 41 § 97D
General Court, this index
Handicapped Persons, this index
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, public officers and employ-
ees, 66 § 10
Libraries, registration, circulation records, 4
§ 7
Mentally Retarded Persons, this index
Open Meetings, generally, this index
Peace Officers, this index
Police, this index
Public libraries, registration, circulation rec-
ords, 4 § 7
Public Officers and Employees, this index
Rape, this index
State Officers and Employees, this index
Tax assessments, addresses, affidavits, 59
§ 57D
Tax lists, 59 § 32
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Adverse or Pecuniary Interest, generally, this
index
CONGESTION OF POPULATION
Housing, generally, this index
CONNECTIONS
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
CONSERVATION
Agricultural Preservation Restrictions, general-
ly, this index
Cities and towns, conservation and passive out-
door recreation plans, 40 § 8C
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
Department. Conservation and Recreation
Department, generally, this index
Energy Conservation, generally, this index
Fish and Game, generally, this index
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
Municipal finance, real estate acquisition, 44
§ 8C
Programs by cities and towns, 132A § 11
Reimbursement for loss of taxes on land used
for conservation or recreational purposes,
58 § 13
Tax assessments, restricted real estate, 59 § 11
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
CONSERVATION AND RECREATION DE-
PARTMENT
Notice, watershed management division, state
lands, valuation, 58 § 14
Real estate, valuation, reimbursement of taxes,
58 § 13
Taxation,
Reimbursement, 58 § 13
Watershed management division, state lands,
valuation, 58 § 14
Valuation of land, reimbursement of taxes, 58
§ 13
CONSERVATION COMMISSIONS
Cities and towns, 40 § 8C
CONSUMER
CONSERVATORS AND CONSERVATOR-
SHIPS
Real estate, tax sales, vacation of decree bar-
ring redemption, 60 § 69A
Tax sales, real estate, vacation of decree bar-
ring redemption. 60 § 69A
CONSERVATORS OF THE PEACE
Peace Officers, generally, this index
CONSOLIDATION
Merger and Consolidation, generally, this index
CONSTABLES
See, also.
Peace Officers, generally, this index
Sheriffs, generally, this index
Generally, 41 § 91 et seq.
Accounts and accounting, service of process,
fees, cities and towns, 41 § 95B
Action on bond, 41 § 93
Aid in execution of duty, 41 § 94
Application for appointment. 41 § 91B
Appointment, 41 §§ 1, 91B
Cities, 41 § 91
Towns, 41 § 91A
Arrest, powers, 41 § 95
Attorney at law, recommendation, 41 § 91
B
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries),
Action, 41 § 93
Service of process, 41 § 92
Court officers. Courts, this index
Criminal procedure, service of process. 41 § 94
Criminal process, service, 41 § 94
Dogs, generally, this index
Duress, powers, 41 § 95
Elections, 41 § 1
Fees, service of process, cities and towns, pay-
ment, 41 §§ 95A, 95B
Gaming, this index
Gross misconduct, removal from office, 41
§ 91
Jails, generally, this index
Jurisdiction, 41 § 95
Lockup to be accessible, 40 § 37
Mayor, appointment. 41 § 91
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Powers, 41 § 98
Process. Service of process, generally, post
Removal from office, gross misconduct, 41
§ 91
Replevin, service of process, 41 § 92
Returns, made to clerk of court, 41 § 15
Selectmen, appointment, 41 § 91A
Service of process. 41 § 94
Bond, 41 § 92
Fees, cities and towns, 41 §§ 95A, 95B
Shellfish constables, clothing, appropriations,
40 § 6B
Sheriffs, powers of, 41 § 94
Tax collector, 41 § 39
Term of office. 41 §§ 91A, 91
Warrants, service, 41 § 94
CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS
Amendments, city charters, powers and proce-
dures, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Blind persons, public money for care or sup-
port, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Boards and commissions, city charter commis-
sions, election, powers and duties, Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS
—Cont'd
Charities, public money or property, grants,
appropriation or use. Const. Amend. Art.
18
Charters, cities and towns, Const. Amend. Art.
2, § 1 et seq.
Cities and towns.
Charters, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Limitation on local powers. Const. Amend.
Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Self government, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1
et seq.
Special laws, charter adoption or revision,
effect. Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Colleges and universities, public money or
property, grants, appropriation or use,
Const. Amend. Art. 18
Deaf persons public money for care or support.
Const. Amend. Art. 18
Elections, city charter amendments. Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Freedom of religion. Religion, this index
General court, powers and duties, cities and
towns, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Grants, private higher educational institutions.
students or parents, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Happiness of people, government for common
good, public money or property, care or
support. Const. Amend. Art. 18
High schools, required subject, 71 § 2
Higher educational institutions, public money
or property, grants, appropriation or use.
Const. Amend. Art. 18
Hospitals, public money or property, grants.
appropriation or use, Const. Amend. Art.
18
Infirmaries, public money or property, grants,
appropriation or use, Const. Amend. Art.
18
Inmates, religious services or instruction,
Const. Amend. Art. 18
Judicial notice, city charters and amendments,
Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Libraries, public money or property, grants,
appropriation or use, Const. Amend. Art.
18
Local self government, cities and towns, Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Municipalities. Cities and towns, generally,
ante
Objections and exceptions, city charter peti-
tions, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Petitions, city charters, adoption or revision,
Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Prisoners, religious services or instruction,
Const. Amend. Art. 18
Private schools, public money or property,
grants, appropriation or use. Const.
Amend. Art. 18
Publication,
City charters, proposed amendments, Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Proposed city charter amendments. Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Records and recordation, city charters or
amendments. Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et
seq.
Reformatories, religious services or instruction.
Const. Amend. Art. 18
Religion,
Freedom of religion. Const. Amend. Art. 18
Inmates, religious services or instruction,
Const. Amend. Art. 18
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CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS
—Cont'd
Religious organizations and societies, public
money or property, grants, appropriation
or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Schools and school districts.
Courses of instruction. 715 2
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Self government, cities and towns. Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Signatures, city charters, petitions for adoption
or revision, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et
seq.
Soldiers home in Massachusetts, public money
or property, grants, appropriation or use,
Const. Amend. Art. 18
Special laws, cities and towns, force and effect,
Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Time, city charters, submission, Const. Amend.
Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
1 1 >w ns. Cities and towns, generally, ante
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES
Instruction, schools and school districts. 71
§§ 1,2
CONSTITUTIONS
Constitution of Massachusetts, generally, this
index
CONSTRUCTION
Affordable housing, smart growth, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Buildings, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Dams and Reservoirs, this index
Debris, building permits, disposal requirement,
40 § 54
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1 et seq.
Executive committee for educational television,
71 § 131
Housing, this index
Housing development incentive program, 40V
§ 1 et seq.
Labor and Employment, generally, this index
School Buildings and Grounds, this index
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Sidewalks, this index
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Solid Waste, this index
Statutes, this index
Tax increment financing, 40 § 59
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, 40 § 60
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
CONSULTANTS AND CONSULTATION
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation commissions, cities and towns,
appointments, 40 § 8C
CONSUMER ADVISORY COMMISSIONS
Cities or towns, 40 § 8F
CONSUMER CREDIT
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
Cities and towns, real and personal estate value
increase measure, tax exemption, 59 § 5
CONSUMPTIVE
CONSUMPTIVE HOSPITALS
Tuberculosis, generally, this index
CONTACTS
Adoption of Children, this index
CONTAGIOUS AND INFECTIOUS DIS-
EASES
Diseases, generally, this index
CONTAINERS
Brands, Marks and Labels, generally, this index
Controlled substances, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Forfeitures, controlled substances, violations,
94C § 47
Weights and Measures, generally, this index
CONTIGUOUS LANDS
Definitions, forest products tax, 61 § 1
CONTINUATION SCHOOLS
Schools and School Districts, this index
CONTINUING EDUCATION
Schools, receipt and expenditure of funds, 71
§ 71E
CONTINUING OFFENSES
Second and subsequent offenses. Crimes and
Offenses, this index
CONTRACEPTIVES
Family Planning, this index
CONTRACTORS
Cities and Towns, this index
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
CONTRACTS
Administrative services, health care claims, po-
litical subdivisions, 32B § 3A
Admission of nonresidents, school committees,
71 § 6A
Adverse or Pecuniary Interest, generally, this
index
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Athletic coaches, schools and school districts,
71 § 47A
Authorities, this index
Banks and Banking, this index
Bids and Bidding, generally, this index
Boards and Commissions, this index
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Cities and Towns, this index
City Treasurers, this index
Collaborative education boards, 40 § 4E
Collaborative educational programs, 40 § 4E
Collective bargaining. Labor Relations and
Disputes, this index
Colleges and Universities, this index
Conflict of interest. Adverse or Pecuniary In-
terest, generally, this index
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Counties, this index
Definitions,
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
District treasurer, banking services, 44 § 53F
Districts, this index
Educational collaborative boards, 40 § 4E
Emergency medical services, Uniform Procure-
ment Act, applicability, 30B § 1
CONTRACTS—Cont'd
Employment contracts, city or town executive
officers, 41 § 108N
Executive committee for educational television,
71 § 131
Financial interest. Adverse or Pecuniary Inter-
est, generally, this index
Fines and penalties, municipal light commis-
sion, 164 § 56A
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Gas and Electricity, this index
Health care administrative services contracts,
political subdivisions, 32B § 3A
Highways and Streets, this index
Historical commissions, cities or towns, 40
§ 8D
Holidays, performance of acts on day after, 4
§ 9
Housing Authorities, this index
Landfills, municipally owned, private operation,
44 § 28C
Leases, generally, this index
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority,
this index
Minimum Wages, generally, this index
Municipal departments of health, procurement
contracts, application of law, 30B § 1
Municipal employee deferred compensation
program, 44 § 67
Municipal finance, government reimbursements
or other revenues or available resources,
programs or activities carried out by mu-
nicipalities, 44 §§ 70, 71
Municipal hospitals, procurement contracts, ap-
plication of law, 30B § 1
Municipal light commission, 164 § 56A et seq.
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Negligence, towing vehicles for city or town, 40
§ 22D
Payment day falling on Sunday or holiday, 4
§ 9
Pecuniary interest. Adverse or Pecuniary In-
terest, generally, this index
Personal interest. Adverse or Pecuniary Inter-
est, generally, this index
Police, mutual aid programs, 40 § 8G
Political Subdivisions, this index
Property taxes, pilgrim nuclear power station,
Boston Edison Company and Plymouth,
validation, 59 § 38H
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Public Utilities, this index
Regional refuse disposal districts, establish-
ment, 40 § 44C
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Solid waste disposal, municipally owned facili-
ties, private operation, 44 § 28C
Splitting, municipal light commission, 164
§ 56D
State Agencies, this index
State Officers and Employees, this index
Subdivision control, lender retention of funds
to secure ways construction and municipal
services installation, 41 § 81U
Tax assessments, appraisal or reappraisal ser-
vices, private firms. 58 § 1A
Tax assessor training programs, 58 § 3
Tender of payment date falling on Sunday or
holiday, 4 § 9
Town accountants, custody, 41 § 57
Town managers or administrators, employment
contracts, 41 § 108N
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CONTRACTS—Cont'd
Town Treasurers, this index
Transportation, this index
Trust Companies, this index
United States, reimbursements, programs or
activities carried out by municipalities, 44
§§ 70, 71
Vocational Education, this index
Water Supply, this index
CONTRIBUTIONS
Charter commissions, home rule procedure,
43B§ 8
Extended school services, children of employed
mothers, 71 § 26C
Gifts, generally, this index
Historical commissions, cities and towns, 40
§ 8D
Lessee portion, special or betterment assess-
ments, 80 § 11
Municipal light commission, contracts, 164
§ 56A
Special or betterment assessments, lessees por-
tion, 80 § 11
CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT APPEAL
BOARD
Grievances of employees, adjustment, 40 § 21B
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
Drugs and Medicine, this index
CONVENTIONS OR CONFERENCES
Labor organizations, city and town employees,
leaves of absence, 40 § 21C
Police, chiefs, attendance, 41 § 97E
Professional fire fighters of Massachusetts
AFLCIO CLC, time off. 48 § 57B
Veterans organizations, city or town employee
as delegate, 41 § 111J
CONVERSION
Definitions, forests and forestry, taxation, land
use, 61 § 8
Group insurance, cities, counties, towns and
districts, 32B § 9
CONVERSION BUILDING
Definitions, real estate time share, 183B § 2
CONVERTING
Agricultural lands, notice of intent to city or
town, 61A § 14
CONVEYANCE TAXES
Agricultural Land, this index
Forests and forestry, 61 § 6
Recreational Land, this index
CONVEYANCES
Deeds and Conveyances, generally, this index
CONVICTION OF CRIME
Crimes and Offenses, this index
CONVICTS
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
Jails, generally, this index
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS
Compensation and salaries, payment, 149
§ 148
COOPERATIVE BANKS
See, also, Banks and Banking, generally, this
index
COSTS
COOPERATIVE BANKS—Cont'd
Deposits in banks.
( ities and towns. 44 § 55
Compensation and salaries, direct credits.
city, town or district employees, 41
§ 41B
Direct credits, compensation, city, town or
district employees, 41 § 41B
Health care claims trust funds, 32B § 3A
Retirement system special funds, 40 § 5D
Health care claims trust funds, deposits. 32B
§ 3A
Personal property, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Retirement and pensions, special funds, depos-
its, 40 § 5D
Shares and shareholders, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Taxation, 59 § 5
Exemptions, capital stock and personal
property, 59 § 5
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
COOPERATIVES
Contract, athletic coaches, 71 § 47A
Housing Cooperatives, generally, this index
Physical education in schools, appropriation, 71
§ 47
COORDINATOR
Data processing centers, cities and towns, 41
§ 23D
COPARTNERSHIPS
Partnerships, generally, this index
COR1
Criminal Offender Record Information System,
generally, this index
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT
School pupils, 71 § 37G
CORPORATE EXCISE TAX
Credit, housing development incentive pro-
gram, 40V § 5
Housing development incentive program, cred-
its, 40V § 5
CORPORATE FRANCHISE TAX
Exemption, stock in corporation paying tax, 59
§ 5
Shares, tax exemption, 59 § 5
CORPORATIONS
Banks and Banking, generally, this index
Bearer instruments, replacement, 44 § 52
Penalty, 44 § 61
Benevolent Corporations, generally, this index
Charities, generally, this index
Charter schools, establishment, 71 § 89
Cities and Towns, this index
Cooperative Banks, generally, this index
Credit Unions, generally, this index
Dental Service Corporations, generally, this in-
dex
Economic Development and Industrial Corpo-
rations, generally, this index
Electricity. Gas and Electricity, generally, this
index
Eminent domain, real estate acquisition, taxa-
tion, 59 § 3B
Estate, supporting schools, management. 71
§ 74
CORPORATIONS—Cont'd
Fines and penalties, refusal to issue bond, ex-
change for sinking fund instruments, 44
§ 61
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
Foreign Corporations, generally, this index
Fraternal benefit societies. Insurance, this in-
dex
Funds, supporting schools, management. 71
§ 74
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
Hospital Service Corporations, generally, this
index
Hospitals, generally, this index
Housing, generally, this index
Housing Cooperatives, generally, this index
Insurance corporations. Insurance, generally,
this index
Lowlands and swamps, petition for improve-
ment, 252 § 4A
Managers and management, school funds, 71
§ 74
Manufacturers and Manufacturing, generally,
this index
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
Petitions, improvement of lowland and swamps,
252 § 4A
Railroads, generally, this index
Real estate, taxation, real estate acquired by
eminent domain, 59 § 3B
Registers of Deeds, generally, this index
Religious Organizations and Societies, general-
ly, this index
Research and development corporation, tax ex-
emptions, 59 § 5
Savings Banks, generally, this index
Schools and school districts, gifts or grants for
educational purposes, 71 § 37A
Street Railways, generally, this index
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Research and development corporations, 59
§ 5
Tax returns, information, 59 § 83
Taxation,
Deposits, trust with state treasurer, 58 § 28
Exemption, motor vehicle excise tax, 60A
§ 1
Information, returns, 59 § 83
List of corporations, 58 § 2
Motor vehicles and trailers,
Excise tax exemption, 60A § 1
Returns by assessor to commissioner, 59
§ 83
Notice, abatement of local taxes, 59 § 74
Profits divided among stockholders, loss of
exemption, 59 § 5
Real estate acquired by eminent domain. 59
§ 3B
Returns, assessor to commissioner, 59 § 83
Valuation,
Assessors to supply detailed information,
59 § 83
Books and lists open to public, 59 § 43
Telecommunications, generally, this index
Temperance Corporations, generally, this index
Trust Companies, generally, this index
Water Companies, generally, this index
Weekly payment of wages, violations, 149
§ 148
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CORPORATIONS AND TAXATION DEPART-
MENT
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, generally,
this index
Accounts, director of, regional school district
committee account, audit, 71 § 16E
Boards and commissions. Tax Commission,
generally, this index
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries). Tax Commis-
sioner, generally, this index
Business corporations. Corporations, general-
ly, this index
Commission. Tax Commission, generally, this
index
Commissioner. Tax Commissioner, generally,
this index
Director of accounts.
Audit, veterans services districts, 115 § 15
Books and papers, destruction or sale, 44
§ 46
Municipal Finance, generally, this index
Foreign Corporations, generally, this index
Regional school district committee, audit of
account, 71 § 16E
Revenue Department, generally, this index
Unclaimed property. Abandoned or Un-
claimed Property, generally, this index
CORPSE
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
CORRECTION DEPARTMENT
Confidential or privileged information, employ-
ees, disclosure, 66 § 10
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Officers and employees, home addresses, tele-
phone numbers, family information, disclo-
sure. 66 § 10
Valuation of land, taxation, 58 § 13
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS
Buildings, valuation, taxation, 58 § 13
Compensation and salaries, payment, 149
§ 148
Counties. Jails, generally, this index
Jails, generally, this index
Land, valuation, taxation, 58 § 13
Lockups. Cities and Towns, this index
Religion, services or instruction. Const. Amend.
Art. 18
Valuation of land, taxation, 58 § 13
COST OF LIVING
School funds, foundation budget, 70 § 3
COSTS
Abandoned or dangerous building, demolition.
143 § 9
Appeals board, Subdivision Control Law, 41
§ 81BB
Buildings, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Definitions,
Municipal lighting plants, 164 § 57
Solid waste disposal facilities, 44 § 28C
Water conservation, 40 § 39J
Educational television programs, cities and
towns, 71 § 13F
Execution, this index
Extended courses of study, pay, 71 § 76
Extended school services, children of employed
mothers, 71 § 26B
COSTS
COSTS—Cont'd
Firemen indemnification, actions to enforce lia-
bility, 41 §§ 100, 11 IF
Incapacitating emergency medical technicians,
compensation while on leave, 41 § 111M
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Planning board, appeals, 41 § 81BB
Police indemnification, actions to enforce lia-
bility, 41 §§ 100, 11 IF
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and re-
view, bonds (officers and fiduciaries), 40R
§ 11
Special or betterment assessments, liens, 80
§ 12
Supreme Judicial Court, this index
Tax sales, local tax collections, certification, 60
§ 37B
Tax titles, redemption rates, foreclosure, 60
§ 65
Taxation, this index
COTENANTS
Joint Tenancy, generally, this index
Partition, generally, this index
Tenancy In Common, generally, this index
COTERMINOUS
Definition, statutory construction, 4 § 7
COTRUSTEES
Trusts and Trustees, generally, this index
COUNCILS
Advisory Boards, Committees and Councils,
generally, this index
City Council, generally, this index
Town council, acceptance of statutes, 4 § 4
COUNSEL
Attorneys, generally, this index
COUNSELING AND COUNSELORS
Schools and School Districts, this index
COUNTERSIGNATURES
Municipal finance, 44 § 16
Regional refuse disposal districts, bonds and
notes, 40 § 44K
COUNTIES
Acquisition of lands, valuation, 58 § 15
Agricultural products, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Assessments, final equalization and apportion-
ment, basis, 58 § 10C
Audits and auditors.
Health care claims trust funds, 32B § 3A
Suspected irregularities, illegal acts, 44
§ 42A
Bearer notes, replacement, penalty, 44 § 61
Boards and commissions, open meetings, pub-
lic bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Budgets, health care claims trust funds, deficits,
32B § 3A
Buildings. County Buildings and Grounds,
generally, this index
Charges against cities or towns, increases, 59
§ 20A
Cities and towns, assessment of costs, charges
or fees, increases, 59 § 20A
Commissioners. County Commissioners, gen-
erally, this index
COUNTIES—Cont'd
Committees, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18etseq.
Compensation and salaries. County Officers
and Employees, this index
Contracts, 30B § 1 et seq.
Bid deposits, bid bond, cash, public works,
30 § 39M
Chief procurement officer, delegation of
duty, 30B§ 19
Emergency procurement, 30B § 8
Files, 30B § 3
Forfeitures, violations, 30B § 17
Increasing quantity, supplies, services, 30B
§ 13
Minority businesses, sheltered market pro-
gram, 30B § 18
Payment, 30B § 17
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Public works, 30 § 39M
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Quantity increases, supplies or services, 30B
§ 13
Records and recordation, 30B § 3
Sewers and sewer systems, 30B § 7
Sheltered market program, disadvantaged
vendors, 30B § 18
Splitting, division of procurement, 30B § 11
Telephone services, 30B § 7
Time, 30B § 12
Women, sheltered market program, 30B
§ 18
Written, 30B § 17
Contracts of twenty five thousand dollars or
more, sole source purchases, 30B § 7
Convicts. Jails, generally, this index
Crimes and offenses, audits and auditors, sus-
pected irregularities, illegal acts, 44 § 42A
Deeds and conveyances, preservation, 66 § 8
Dental self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Disasters,
Mutual aid, public works municipal mutual
aid, 40 § 4K
Public safety mutual aid. 40 § 4J
Disposal,
Real property, 30B § 16
Tangible property, 30B § 15
District Courts, generally, this index
Dogs, generally, this index
Emergencies,
Mutual aid, public works municipal mutual
aid, 40 § 4K
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Employee pension costs, federal aid, 40 § 5D
Employees. County Officers and Employees,
generally, this index
Federal aid, public improvements and public
works, St. 1945, c. 74
Fees,
Assessing against cities or towns, increases,
59 § 20A
Collective bargaining agency service fees,
payroll deductions, 180 § 17G
Final equalization and apportionment, 58
§ 10C
Fines and penalties, refusal to issue bond in
exchange for bearer instrument, sinking
funds, 44 § 61
Food, procurement, priorities and preferences,
30B §§ 4, 20
Funds,
Health care claims trust fund, 32B § 3A
1-38
COUNTIES—Cont'd
Funds—Cont'd
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Post war rehabilitation funds, St. 1943, c. 5
Gas and Electricity, this index
Grand Jury, generally, this index
Grounds. County Buildings and Grounds,
generally, this index
Group insurance. County Officers and Em-
ployees, this index
Health care, self insurance, administrative ser-
vices contracts, 32B § 3A
Hospital self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Hospital Service Corporations, this index
Insurance,
Group insurance. County Officers and Em-
ployees, this index
Self insurance groups, health care, adminis-
trative services contracts, 32B § 3A
Jails, generally, this index
Leases, procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Medical self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Meetings, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18 el seq.
Mutual aid,
Public safety, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Notice, valuation of county lands located within
cities and towns, 58 § 14
Officers. County Officers and Employees,
generally, this index
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Orders, entry, 66 § 6
Original papers, preservation, 66 § 8
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Post war rehabilitation funds, St. 1943, c. 5
Priorities and preferences, procurement, agri-
cultural products, 30B §§ 4, 20
Prisoners. Jails, generally, this index
Proceedings, entry, 66 § 6
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Agricultural products, priorities and prefer-
ences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Collective purchasing, 7 §§ 22A, 22B
Priorities and preferences, agricultural prod-
ucts, 30B §§ 4, 20
Products liability, collective purchases, 7
§ 22B
Warranties, collective purchases, 7 § 22B
Property. County Buildings and Grounds, gen-
erally, this index
Proportion of county tax assessed upon each
city and town, 58 § 10C
Public Improvements and Public Works, gener-
ally, this index
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Purchases. Procurement, generally, ante
Real estate.
Acquisition, valuation of newly acquired
lands, 58 § 15
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Records and recordation,
Custody, 66 § 6
Destruction, 66 § 8
Preservation, 66 § 8
Regional health districts. 111 § 27B
Registers of Deeds, generally, this index
Reimbursement, loss of taxes on land used for
public institutions, 58 § 13 et seq.
COUNTY
COUNTIES—Cont'd
Reports.
Audits and auditors, suspected irregularities,
illegal acts, 44 § 42A
Preservation, 66 § 8
Retirement systems. County Retirement Sys
tems, generally, this index
Sales, tangible property, 30B § IS
Services.
Collective purchasing, 7 § 22A
Contracts increasing quantity, 30B § 13
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Sewers and sewer systems, contracts, 30B § 7
Sheriffs, generally, this index
Sole source purchases, contracts of twenty five
thousand dollars or more, 30B § 7
State lands, valuation, taxation, reimbursement,
58 § 13 et seq.
Superior Court, generally, this index
Supplies,
Contracts increasing quantity, 30B § 13
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Supreme Judicial Court, generally, this index
Surgical self insurance, administrative services
contracts. 32B § 3A
Tangible property, sales, 30B § 15
Taxation, generally, this index
Telecommunications, contracts, 30B § 7
[terrorism, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Treasurers. County Treasurers, generally, this
index
Trespass, prosecution. 41 § 36
Trust funds, other post employment benefits
trust fund, 32B § 20
Tuberculosis hospitals. Tuberculosis, this in-
dex
Uniform Procurement Act, 30B § 1 et seq.
Valuation of newly acquired land, reimburse-
ment of taxes, 58 § 15
Vote, entry, 66 § 6
Wages, compensation and salaries. County
Officers and Employees, this index
Water supply, contracts, 30B § 7
COUNTY BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Acquisition, 30B § 16
Contracts, procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Disposal, 30B § 16
Parking, 90 § 20A
Sales, disposal. 30B § 16
Valuation,
Newly acquired lands, 58 § 15
Taxation.
Newly acquired lands, 58 § 15
Reimbursement. 58 § 13
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Abatement of taxes, certificate, issuance, 59
§ 70
Highways and Streets, this index
Jails, generally, this index
Levy of taxes, authority. 35 § 30
Motor vehicle excise tax, appeal, abatement.
decision, 60A § 2
Parking, rules and regulations, 90 § 20A
Removal, complaints from commissioner to
board of tax appeals. 59 §§ 64, 65
Special or betterment assessments, appeal, 80
§ 10
Suffolk County, generally, this index
Tax levy, authority, 35 § 30
COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY
Jails, generally, this index
COUNTY FINANCES
Counties, generally, this index
County Commissioners, generally, this index
COUNTY HOSPITALS
Tuberculosis, tins index
COUNTY JAILS
Jails, generally, this index
COUNTY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
Collective bargaining agency service fees, pay-
roll deductions, 180 § 17G
Colleges and universities, fundraising, payroll
deductions, 180 § 17B
Commissioners. County Commissioners, gen-
erally, this index
Compensation and salaries,
Collective bargaining agency service fees,
payroll deductions, 180 § 17G
Deductions,
Bargaining agents, insurance or employee
benefits, 180 § 17J
Collective bargaining, agency fees, 180
§ 17G
Community chests or united fund, col-
leges and universities, 180 § 17B
Employee organization insurance and
benefits, 180 § 17J
Payment of cost, periodic pass, public
transportation, 180 § 17H
Qualified state tuition programs. 180
§ 17L
Union dues, 180 § 17A
Deferred compensation programs, partic-
ipation, 29 § 64D
Tax sheltered annuity program, partic-
ipation, 29 § 64D
Deductions. Compensation and salaries, ante
Deferred compensation programs, partic-
ipation, 29 § 64D
Elections, political committees, compensation
and salaries, deductions, 180 § 17J
Employment security, special funds, 40 § 5E
Funds, other post employment benefits trust
fund, 32B § 20
Group insurance, 32B § 1 et seq.
Acceptance of law, 32B § 10
Administrative services contracts, 32B § 3A
Advisory committee. 32B § 3
Arbitration and award, contracts, 32B § 19
Commission coverage, 32B § 19
Contracts, 32B §§ 3, 19
Contributions,
Additional contributions, governmental
unit, 32B §§ 7A, 9E
Governmental unit, 32B § 7
Conversion, 32B § 9
County Retirement Systems, this index
Debt restrictions, public funds, premium
payment, 32B § 15
Deductions, compensation, 32B § 7
Definitions, 32B § 2
Dividends, 32B § 8
Elections, 32B § 19
Purchase, 32B § 10A
Employee committees, contracts, 32B § 19
Fees, commission, coverage, 32B § 19
Firefighters, definitions, 32B § 2B
Forms, nonconfidential claims, 32B § 3
Health and welfare trust funds. 32B §§ 15,
19
I [earth care organizations, optional insur-
ance, 32B § 16
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COUNTY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
—Cont'd
Group insurance—Cont'd
Health districts, additional contributions,
governmental units, 32B § 7A
Leave of absence, 32B § 7
Life insurance,
Additional contributions, governmental
units, 32B§§ 7A, 9E
Retired employees, 32B § 9
Medicare,
Required extension, 32B §§ 18A, 18
Subscribers, transfers, 32B § 19
Mentally disabled dependents, premiums,
32B § 7
Notice, withdrawal, 32B § 19
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Payments, employees, 32B § 7
Physically disabled dependents, premiums,
32B § 7
Policy provisions, 32B §§ 3, 9
Premiums.
Mentally, physically disabled dependents.
32B§ 7
Retirement, payment, 32B § 9A
Purchase, 32B § 10A
Rate credit, 32B § 8
Recommendations, advisory committee. 32B
§ 3
Refunds, 32B § 8
Regional school districts, additional contri-
butions, 32B § 7A
Reinsurance. 32B § 3
Restrictions, public funds, premium pay-
ment, 32B § 15
Risk sharing pools, 32B § 19
Self insurance, administrative services con-
tracts. 32B § 3A
Sick leave pay, 32B § 7
Termination, employment, 32B § 9
Trust agreements, joint purchases, 32B § 15
Trust funds,
Dividends, refunds, 32B § 9A
Health and welfare trust fund, 32B §§ 15,
19
Other post employment benefits trust
fund, 32B § 20
Veterans services districts, additional contri-
butions, governmental units, 32B § 7A
Wage withholding, 32B § 7
Welfare district, additional contributions,
governmental unit, 32B § 7A
Withdrawal, 32B § 19
Withholding salary payments, 32B § 7
Insurance. Group insurance, generally, ante
Labor organizations, dues, payroll deductions,
180 § 17A
Life insurance, group insurance, retired em-
ployees, 32B § 9
Medicare. Group insurance, ante
Open meetings, executive sessions. 30A § 21
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Part time employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
Payments to treasurer, statement, 41 § 54
Payroll deductions, community chest or united
fund, colleges and universities, 180 § 17B
Political committees, compensation and sala-
ries, deductions. 180 § 17J
Premiums. Group insurance, ante
Qualified state tuition programs, payroll deduc-
tion. 180 § 17L
COUNTY
COUNTY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
—Cont'd
Registers of Deeds, generally, this index
Reports, preservation, 66 § 8
Retirement and pensions. County Retirement
Systems, generally, this index
Seasonal employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
State tuition programs, payroll deduction. 180
§ 17L
Tax sheltered annuity program, participation,
29 § 64D
Temporary employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
Trust funds. Group insurance, ante
Union dues, payroll deductions, 180 § 17A
COUNTY PRISONS
Jails, generally, this index
COUNTY RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
Advance payments, 32 § 99
Federal aid, 40 § 5D
Recovery, 40 § 5D
Group insurance, 32B § 9
Life insurance,
Additional contribution by governmental
unit, 32B §§ 7A, 9E
Benefits, 32B § 9
COUNTY TREASURERS
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), union dues,
deductions from salary, 180 § 17A
Dog license receipt, 140 § 149
Facsimile signature, checks, 107 § 45A
Tax bill, county tuberculosis hospital, 58 § 17A
Towns, action against, failure to assess or pay
taxes, 59 § 28
Union dues, deductions from salary, 180 § 17A
COURSES OF STUDY
Colleges and Universities, this index
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Extended courses of instruction, 71 § 75 et seq.
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this index
Physical Education, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Tax assessors,
Certified assessment evaluator, additional
compensation, 59 § 21Afe
Training programs, 58 § 3
COURT OF INSOLVENCY
Definitions, 4 § 7
COURT OF RECORD
Courts, generally, this index
COURT OFFICERS
Courts, this index
COURTS
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
Appeals Court, generally, this index
Audits and Auditors, generally, this index
Corporate franchise tax, notice, 59 § 74
Costs, generally, this index
Court officers,
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Decrees. Judgments and Decrees, generally,
this index
District Courts, generally, this index
Housing Courts, generally, this index
COURTS—Cont'd
Judges and Justices, generally, this index
Judgments and Decrees, generally, this index
Jurisdiction, generally, this index
Jury, generally, this index
Justices of the Peace, generally, this index
Land Court, generally, this index
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
Process, generally, this index
Reports, questions of law, foreclosure against
tax title, 60 § 72
Superior Court, generally, this index
Supreme Judicial Court, generally, this index
Tax title adjudicated invalid, refunds to holder,
60 § 84A
Title, lands under tax title, guardian ad litem,
appointment, 60 § 80B
Warrants, generally, this index
Witnesses, generally, this index
COVENANTS
Deeds and Conveyances, this index
Subdivision control, secure construction of
ways and installation of municipal services,
41 § 81U
Tax deed subject to, 60 § 45
Tax sale, contents of collectors deed, 60 § 45
Tax title,
Calls for payment of money, 60 § 77
Subject to, 60 § 54
COVERTURE
Husband and Wife, generally, this index
COWS
Animals, generally, this index
CREDIT
Corporate Excise Tax, this index
Income Tax—State, this index
Urban redevelopment corporations, excise pay-
ments, 121A § 10
CREDIT CARDS
Golf courses, municipal, greens fees, 40 § 5F
CREDIT UNIONS
Deposits,
Compensation and salaries, direct credits,
city, town or district employees, 41
§ 41B
Direct credits, compensation, city, town or
district employees, 41 § 41B
Exemptions, taxation, 59 § 5
Retirement and Pensions, this index
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5
CREDITORS
Debtors and Creditors, generally, this index
CREED
Religion, generally, this index
CRIMES AND OFFENSES
Abuse Between Family and Household Mem-
bers, generally, this index
Agricultural land, valuation, assessment and
taxation, tax evasion, 61A § 23
Arrest, generally, this index
Assessors, false valuation, 41 § 30
Associations and Societies, generally, this index
Attorney General, generally, this index
Automobiles. Motor Vehicles, this index
Bullying, generally, this index
Cheating. Fraud, generally, this index
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CRIMES AND OFFENSES—Cont'd
Cities and Towns, this index
Civil citations, weights and measures, 98 § 29A
Compensation and salaries, weekly payment,
149 § 148
Confidential or privileged information. Vic-
tims, post
Constables, generally, this index
Continuing offenses. Second and subsequent
offenses, generally, post
Contracts, generally, this index
Conviction of crime,
Appointment as police officer, 41 § 96A
Police officers, appointment, 41 § 96A
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
Counties, this index
Criminal Offender Record Information System,
generally, this index
Curfew violations, 40 § 37A
Damages. Victims, generally, post
Dams and Reservoirs, generally, this index
Diversion, water supply, cities and towns, 40
§ 39G
Entry On Property, generally, this index
Evidence, generally, this index
False valuation, assessors, 41 § 30
Fees, generally, this index
Fines and Penalties, generally, this index
Fingerprints and Fingerprinting, generally, this
index
Flags, generally, this index
Fraud, generally, this index
Gifts, generally, this index
Guardian and Ward, generally, this index
Habitual offenders. Second and subsequent
offenses, generally, post
Horticultural land, valuation, assessment and
taxation, tax evasion, 61A § 23
Income Tax—State, generally, this index
Inspections and Inspectors, generally, this in-
dex
Jails, generally, this index
Justices of the Peace, generally, this index
Labor and Employment, this index
Land Court, generally, this index
Licenses and Permits, generally, this index
Mayors, generally, this index
Mobs. Riots and Mobs, generally, this index
Money, generally, this index
Mortgages, generally, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
Motorcycles, generally, this index
Nuisances, generally, this index
Perjury, generally, this index
Photographs and Pictures, generally, this index
Police, generally, this index
Police daily log, 41 § 98F
Prisons and prisoners. Correctional Institu-
tions, generally, this index
Rape, generally, this index
Rebate or gratuities, schools and school dis-
tricts, transportation of pupils, 71 § 7A
Recidivists. Second and subsequent offenses,
generally, post
Reports, confidentiality, rape, 41 § 97D
Reservoirs. Dams and Reservoirs, generally,
this index
Riots and Mobs, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Searches and Seizures, generally, this index
Second and subsequent offenses,
Parking violations, 90 § 20C
Fines and penalties, 90 § 20A
School bus contracts, penalties, 71 § 7A
DEBTORS
CRIMES AND OFFENSES—Cont'd
Second and subsequent offenses—Cont'd
Sewers and drains.
Excavations. 83 § 8
Repair of private drains, 83 § 12
Statutory construction, 4 § 6
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Sheriffs, generally, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 6
Tax assessors, assessment or classification law
violations, 58 § 1A
Terrorism, generally, this index
Town assessors, false valuation, 41 § 30
Trespass, generally, this index
Unlawful assembly. Riots and Mobs, general-
ly, this index
Victims,
Addresses, confidential or privileged infor-
mation, 66 § 10
Confidential or privileged information, 66
§ 10
Education, place of, disclosure, 66 § 10
Employment, place of, disclosure, 66 § 10
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Rape, this index
School, disclosure, 66 § 10
Telephone numbers, confidential or privi-
leged information, 66 § 10
Weekly payment, wages, 149 § 148
CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD INFORMA-
TION SYSTEM
Criminal Offender Record Information System,
generally, this index
CRIMINAL OFFENDER RECORD INFOR-
MATION SYSTEM
Children and Minors, this index
School buses, 71 § 38R
Schools and School Districts, this index
Suicide, attempts, threats, lockup detainees, 40
§ 36A
Taxicabs, schools and school districts, transpor-
tation, 71 § 38R
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
CROPS
Agricultural Products, generally, this index
CROSSWALKS
Slanted curbing, 83 § 25
CRYPTS
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
CULINARY ARTS PROGRAM
High schools, 71 § 17A
Vocational schools, revolving fund, 74 § 14B
CULTURAL COUNCIL
Cities and towns, 10 § 58
Regional cultural councils, 10 § 58
CURBS
Highways and Streets, this index
CURFEWS
Cities and towns, 40 § 37A
CURRENCY
Money, generally, this index
CURRENT TAX RECEIVABLES
Definitions, transfers, 60 § 2C
CURRICULA
Courses of Study, generally, this index
CUSTODIAL ACCOUNTS
Hospital employees, 40 § 55
School employees, 71 § 37B
CUT
Definitions, forest products tax, 61 § 1
CUTTING PLANS
Definitions, forest products tax. 61 § 1
CYBER BULLYING
Generally, 71 § 370
Definitions, 71 § 370
CYSTIC FIBROSIS
Schools and school districts, enzyme supple-
ments, possessing, administering, 71 § 54B
DAGGERS
Weapons, generally, this index
DAIRIES AND DAIRY PRODUCTS
Political subdivisions, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
DAMAGES
Change, official map, 41 §§ 81F, 81G
Cities and Towns, this index
Eminent Domain, this index
Highways and Streets, this index
Public ways laid out, 41 § 81
Subdivision,
Modification, approval of plan. 41 § 81DD
Noncompliance, 41 § 81Y
Survey board, 41 § 81
Tax titles, title of purchaser invalid, 60 § 46
Taxation, this index
Taxes, cities and towns, taking possession of
land for taxes, 60 § 53
Town water supply system. 40 § 39F
Victims of crime. Crimes and Offenses, this
index
DAMS AND RESERVOIRS
Construction, maintenance, 40 § 39C
Limitation of indebtedness, remodeling, recon-
structing or repairing, cities and towns, 44
§ 8
Location, 40 § 39B
Municipal indebtedness in excess of limits for,
44 § 8
Regulation, penalty, 40 § 21
Repairs and maintenance, limitation of indebt-
edness, cities and towns, 44 § 8
Tax assessments, watershed protection, cities
and towns, payments to, 59 § 5H
Town appropriation for cost of increased stor-
age capacity, 44 § 8
Watershed Management, generally, this index
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS
Abandoned or dangerous building. Buildings,
this index
DANGEROUS DISEASES
Diseases, generally, this index
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DANGEROUS WEAPONS
Weapons, generally, this index
DATA PROCESSING
Computers, generally, this index
DAY CARE CENTERS AND SERVICES
Child Care Centers and Services, generally, this
index
DAY OF ATONEMENT
Sunday, generally, this index
DAYS
Sunday, generally, this index
DEAD BODIES
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
DEAF AND MUTE PERSONS
Hearing Impaired Persons, generally, this index
DEALERS
Aircraft, federal certificates, registration, 90
§ 49
Motor Vehicles, this index
DEATH
Accidents,
Group insurance Insurance, this index
Police, line of duty, burial and funeral ex-
penses, 41 § 100G
Burial. Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, general-
ly, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Dead bodies. Cemeteries and Dead Bodies,
generally, this index
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Funeral Expenses, generally, this index
Mayors, acting mayor. 39 § 5
Military Forces, this index
Motor vehicle excise tax, abatement, 60A § 7
Motoi Vehicles, this index
Police, this index
Real estate, tax sales, vacation of decree bar-
ring redemption. 60 § 69A
Special or betterment assessments, abatement
petition, 80 § 8
Tax sales, petitions, vacation of decree barring
redemption, 60 § 69A
Taxpayer, abatement, uncollectible taxes, 59
§ 71
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
DEBATE
Awards, school purpose expenditure. 71 § 47
DEBENTURES
Bonds, generally, this index
DEBRIS
Solid Waste, generally, this index
DEBT OBLIGATIONS
Definitions, solid waste disposal facilities, 44
§ 28C
DEBT SERVICE
Definitions, Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
See, also, Indebtedness, generally, this index
Bankruptcy, generally, this index
DEBTORS
DEBTORS AND CREDITORS—Cont'd
Controlled substances, forfeitures, security in-
terest. 94C § 47
Indebtedness, generally, this index
Regional school districts, 71 § 16
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
Taxation, personal estate, 59 § 4
DEBTS
Indebtedness, generally, this index
DECEDENTS ESTATES
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
DECEIT
Fraud, generally, this index
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
Schools, required subject, 71 § 2
DECORATION DAY
Memorial Day, generally, this index
DECREES
Judgments and Decrees, generally, this index
DEDICATED SALES TAX REVENUE
AMOUNT
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
DEEDS, INSTRUMENTS AND WRITINGS
TAX
Charges and fees added to tax for collection,
60 § 15
DEEDS AND CONVEYANCES
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Counties, this index
Covenants, community preservation real estate
interests, 44B § 12
Definitions, 4 § 7
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Easements, generally, this index
Forests and Forestry, this index
Forfeitures, generally, this index
Mortgages, generally, this index
Records and recordation, 60 § 45
City or town acquiring land through foreclo-
sure of tax title, 60 § 77A
Low value lands held by municipality under
tax title, 60 § 80
Preservation, 66 § 8
Recreational lands,
Certificate of taxes payable, 61B § 15
Conveyance tax, 61 B § 7
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Registers of Deeds, generally, this index
Releases, payment for by person redeeming, 60
§ 62
Restrictions,
Community preservation real estate inter-
ests, 44B § 12
Tax deed, 60 § 45
State, this index
Tax Deeds, generally, this index
Tax sale, 60 § 45
Tax Titles, generally, this index
DEEDS AND CONVEYANCES—Cont'd
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, 40 § 60
DEFENDANTS
Parties, generally, this index
DEFERRED COMPENSATION
Program participation, political subdivision of-
ficers and employees, 29 § 64D
DEFILE
Rape, generally, this index
DEFINITIONS
Words and Phrases, generally, this index
DEGREES
Diplomas and Degrees, generally, this index
DELIBERATION
Definitions, open meetings, 30A § 18
DELINQUENT CHILDREN
Bullying, generally, this index
Youth Services Department, generally, this in-
dex
DEMOLITION
Buildings, this index
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
State Buildings, this index
Structures, below standards for human habi-
tation, 111 § 127B
DEMONSTRATIONS
Crimes and offenses committed during, finger-
printing arrested persons, 41 § 98
DENSELY DEVELOPED AREAS
Definitions, rivers and streams, 131 § 40
DENTAL SERVICE CORPORATIONS
Administrative services, contracts, self insur-
ance by political subdivisions, 32B § 3A
Cities and towns, self insurance, administrative
services contracts, 32B § 3A
Counties, self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Political subdivisions, self insurance, adminis-
trative services contracts, 32B § 3A
Self insurance by political subdivisions, admin-
istrative services contracts, 32B § 3A
DENTISTS
Corporations. Dental Service Corporations,
generally, this index
Dental Service Corporations, generally, this in-
dex
Group insurance, city and county officers and
employees, coverage, 32B § 1 et seq.
Nurses and Nursing, generally, this index
Political subdivision officers and employees,
group insurance coverage, 32B § 1 et seq.
Service corporations. Dental Service Corpora-
tions, generally, this index
DEPARTMENTS
Cities and Towns, this index
Definitions,
Bullying, 71 § 370
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Housing development incentive program,
40V § 1
Police, generally, this index
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DEPARTMENTS—Cont'd
Public Safety Department, generally, this index
Regional police district, establishment, 41
§§ 99G, 99J
DEPENDENT AND NEGLECTED CHIL-
DREN
Foster homes. Social Services, this index
Reports, 71 § 37L
Social Services, generally, this index
DEPENDENTS
Definitions, group insurance, 32B § 2
Group insurance, counties, cities, towns and
districts, coverage, 32B § 3
Veterans, this index
DEPOSITIONS
Appellate tax board, 58A § 11
DEPOSITORIES
Municipal funds, lost or unavailability, munici-
pal authority to replace, 44 § 8B
DEPOSITS
Bank Deposits and Collections, generally, this
index
Cities and Towns, this index
Community preservation fund. 44B § 7
Costs and fees, foreclosure under tax title, 60
§ 73
Credit Unions, this index
Drinking water protection funds, 40 § 39K
Municipal Finance, this index
Retirement and Pensions, this index
Savings Banks, this index
Schools and school districts, community school
program funds, 71 § 71C
State Treasury, this index
Subdivision control, secure construction of
ways and installation of municipal services,
41 § 81U
Tax Assessors, this index
Tax money, payment over of interest by collec-
tor, 60 § 2
Tax sale, good faith, 60 § 43
Trust Companies, this index
Trust with state treasurer, assessment, 58 § 28
DEPOSITS IN BANKS
Bank Deposits and Collections, generally, this
index
DEPRECIATION
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
DESCENT AND DISTRIBUTION
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
Special or betterment assessments, abatement
petition, 80 § 8
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Surviving Spouse, generally, this index
Taxation,
Real estate,
Doubtful or unascertained title, 59 § 12E
Liability, 59 § 12D
Service, amount and demand, 60 § 16
Widow. Surviving Spouse, generally, this index
Wills, generally, this index
DESCRIPTIONS OF LAND
Special or betterment assessments, 80 § 2
DESIGNATED PRTVATE AUDITORS
Definitions, tax lists, 59 § 32
DISTRICT
DESIGNS AND DESIGNERS
Flags, generally, this index
DESTITUTE PERSONS
Indigent Persons, generally, this index
DETECTIVE BRANCH
State Police, this index
DETECTIVES
Clothing allowance, cities and towns, 40 § 6B
DETENTION
Arrest, generally, this index
DEVELOPER
Definitions, real estate time share, 183B § 2
DEVELOPMENT AND INDUSTRIAL COM-
MISSION
Cities and towns, 40 § 8A
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS
Cities and towns, 40Q § 1 et seq.
I )cfinitions, cities and towns, 40Q § 1
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et seq.
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES DEPART-
MENT
Real estate, valuation of land, reimbursement
Of taxes, 58 § 13
Valuation of land, reimbursement of taxes, 58
§ 13
DEVISES AND DEVISEES
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
Wills, generally, this index
DIABETES
Blood glucose monitoring strips, schools and
school districts, possession, 71 § 54B
Schools and school districts, glucose monitoring
tests, insulin delivery systems, possession,
71 § 54B
DIAGNOSTIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES
Medical examinations. Physical Examinations,
generally, this index
Physical Examinations, generally, this index
DIAGRAMS
Appellate tax board, withdrawal from custody,
58A§ 13
DIGGING
Excavations, generally, this index
DIPLOMAS AND DEGREES
Arts, associate, granting, 71 § 79
Colleges and Universities, this index
Engineering associate, granting, 71 § 79
Junior colleges. Colleges and Universities, this
index
Science associate, granting. 71 § 79
DIRECTORS
Conservation commissions, cities and towns, 40
§ 8C
Definitions,
Dog Law, 140 § 136A
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
DIRECTORS—Cont'd
Lands and natural resources office, cities and
towns, 41 § 69G
Regional health districts, 111 § 27B
Schools and School Districts, this index
DISABILITIES
District clerks, appointment of temporary clerk,
41 § 123
Physical disabilities. Handicapped Persons,
generally, this index
Regional school district secretary, appointment
of temporary secretary, 71 § 16A
Taxation, veterans, exemption. 59 § 5
Title to lands under tax title, guardian ad litem,
60 § 80B
Workers Compensation, generally, this index
DISABILITY COMMISSIONS
Cities and Towns, this index
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS
Motor vehicle excise tax, exemption. 60A § 1
Taxation, exemptions, 59 § 5
Motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
DISABLED PERSONS
Handicapped Persons, generally, this index
DISADVANTAGED PERSONS
Indigent Persons, generally, this index
DISADVANTAGED VENDOR
Definitions, public contracts, 30B § 18
DISASTERS
Housing, temporary housing assistance plans.
cities, 41 § 125
Mutual aid, public works municipal mutual aid,
40 § 4K
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4.1
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Restraining use of water, 40 § 41A
Temporary housing assistance plans, cities, 41
§ 125
War and Civil Defense, generally, this index
DISCHARGE
Labor and Employment, this index
DISCIPLINE
Schools and School Districts, this index
DISCLOSURE
Cities and Towns, this index
Veterans benefits, 40 § 51
DISCOUNTS
Municipal light commission numbers, contracts,
164 § 56A
Taxation, allowance, 59 § 58
DISCOVERY
Confidential or Privileged Information, gener-
ally, this index
Taxation, abatement proceedings. 59 § 61A
DISCRETIONARY COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
DISCRIMINATION
Bullying, generally, this index
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DISCRIMINATION—Contd
Commission against discrimination, schools and
school districts, attendance in cities or
towns other than residence, enforcement
jurisdiction. 76 § 12B
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sewers and sewer systems, nutrient enrichment,
reduction, 83 § IF
DISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT
( i lies and towns, women, compensation and
salaries, 41 §§ 108J, 108K
Compensation and salaries, women, cities and
towns, 41 §§ 108J, 108K
Police, compensation of women, 41 § 108K
DISEASES
See, also, Illness, generally, this index
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
Epidemics, high schools, closing, 71 § 4
Examination of pupils, religious exemptions, 71
§ 57
Infected or exposed student, examination prior
to return to classes, 71 § 55
Instruction and training, public schools, exemp-
tion, conflict with religious beliefs, 71 § 1
Notice,
Board of health, 71 § 55A
Parent, 71 § 56
Superintendents, notice to board of health,
dangerous disease, 71 § 55A
Tuberculosis, generally, this index
DISMISSAL AND NONSUIT
Appeal and review, appellate tax board to ap-
peals court, 58A § 13
DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Suppression. 41 § 98
Town meetings, confinement, 39 § 17
DISPUTES AND CONTROVERSIES
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, this
index
DISRUPTION
Open meetings, 30A § 20
DISSOLUTION
Attachment, this index
Charities, distribution of assets, tax exemption,
59 § 5
Liens and Incumbrances, this index
DISTRESS
Taxation, this index
DISTRIBUTABLE AID
Definitions, Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
DISTRIBUTIVE EDUCATION AWARDS
School purpose expenditures, 71 § 47
DISTRICT ATTORNEYS
Confidential or privileged information, family
information, disclosure. 66 § 10
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Grand Jury, generally, this index
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Nuisances, generally, this index
Records and recordation, family information,
disclosure. 66 § 10
DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURTS
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
Definitions, 4 § 7
Dockets, motor vehicle offenses, notice to ap-
pear, 90 § 20A
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, jurisdic-
tion, 111 § 127B
Judgments and Decrees, generally, this index
Justices,
Confidential or privileged information, fami-
lies, disclosure, 66 § 10
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Sanitary code, jurisdiction to enforce, 111
§ 127B
DISTRICTS
Generally, 39 § 24
Abandoned or unclaimed property, funds, 200A
§ 9A
Absence of clerk, appointment of temporary
clerk, 41 § 123
Acceptance of statutes, 4 § 4
Accounts, audit, 44 § 35 et seq.
Actions and proceedings,
Authority to sue and be sued, 40 § IB
Claims against district, 40 § IB
Trust agreements securing indebtedness, 44
§ 22C
Agricultural products, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Application of law, 39 § 24
Appropriations,
Extraordinary or unforeseen expenditures,
40 § 5C
Improvement of lowland and swamps, 252
§ 4A
Reserve fund, 40 § 5C
Restraining illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Retirement system special funds, 40 § 5D
Unemployment compensation, special funds,
40 § 5E
Water pollution control, 44 § 53
Architectural services, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Assessments, member cities and towns, claims
against districts, 40 § IB
Assistant assessors, 41 § 28
Assistant clerk, 41 § 123A
Certificate of appointment or election, 41
§ 19A
Assistant treasurers, 41 § 123A
Audits and auditors, suspected irregularities,
illegal acts, 44 § 42A
Bearer of instruments, replacement, penalty, 44
§ 61
Bids and bidding, 30B § 1 et seq.
Cancellation, invitation for bids, 30B § 9
Certification, form, 30B § 10
Competitive sealed bidding procedures, 30B
§ 5
Contracts of ten thousand dollars or more,
30B§ 5
Form, certification, 30B § 10
Rejection, 30B § 9
Sealed competitive proposals,
Contracts of ten thousand dollars or
more, 30B § 6
Contracts of twenty five thousand dollars
or more, 30B § 6
Solid waste, sealed competitive proposals,
30B§ 6
Boards, holding other office, 41 § 4A
DISTRICTS—Cont'd
Bonds,
Income tax—federal, excluding from gross
income, rebate, 44 § 53H
Payment, inability or likely inability to make,
44 § 19A
Refunding bonds, 44 § 21A
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Securing, insurance, letters, lines of credit.
44 § 22C
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Trust agreements securing, 44 § 22C
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), temporary
clerk, 41 § 123
Borrowing capacity, determination, 44 § 9
Borrowing money,
Application of law, notes, 44 § 27A
Bearer, payable to, 44 § 24A
Certificates and certification,
Evidence, notes, 44 § 27
Notes, 44 § 24
Evidence, certified notes, 44 § 27
Improvement of lowland and swamps, 252
§ 4A
Notes, 44 §§ 23, 24
Payment, notes, notice, 44 § 25
Certificate of indebtedness, payment, inability
or likely ability to make, 44 § 19A
Certification, payment of bonds, inability or
likely inability to make, 44 § 19A
Charges against cities or towns, increases, 59
§ 20A
Cities and Towns, this index
Claims against district, authority to be sued. 40
§ IB
Clerks, 40 § 44
Assistant clerk, 41 § 123A
Certificate of appointment or election, 41
§ 19A
Election duties, 41 § 116
Expenses, 41 § 117
Nomination, 41 § 115
Prudential committee, duties, 41 § 116
Supplies furnished, 41 § 118
Temporary clerks, 41 § 123
Vacancy in office, appointment of temporary
clerk, 41 § 123
Collective bargaining agency service fees, pay-
roll deductions, 180 § 17G
Compensation and salaries,
Collective bargaining agency service fees,
payroll deductions, 180 § 17G
Officers and employees, post
Contracts, 30B § 1 et seq.
Bid deposits, bid bonds, cash, public works,
30 § 39M
Chief procurement officer, delegation of
duty, 30B§ 19
Emergency procurement, 30B § 8
Files, 30B § 3
Forfeitures, violations, 30B § 17
Increasing quantity, supplies, services, 30B
§ 13
Minority businesses, sheltered market pro-
gram, 30B § 18
Payment, 30B § 17
Public improvements and public works, post
Quantity increases, supplies or services, 30B
§ 13
Records and recordation, 30B § 3
Sewers and sewer systems, 30B § 7
Sheltered market program, disadvantaged
vendors, 30B § 18
Splitting, division of procurement, 30B § 11
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DISTRICTS—Contd
Contracts—Cont'd
Telephone services, 30B § 7
Time, 30B § 12
Women, sheltered market program, 30B
§ 18
Written, 30B § 17
Contracts of twenty five thousand dollars or
more,
Bids and bidding, sealed competitive propos-
als, 30B § 6
Sole source purchases, 30B § 7
Cooperative agreements, classification, assess-
ment and valuation of property, 41 § 30B
Crimes and offenses, audits and auditors, sus-
pected irregularities, illegal acts, 44 § 42A
Data processing center, special districts, 41
§ 23D
Debt limitations, 44 §§ 9, 10
Deeds and conveyances, binding effect, good
faith purchasers, 40 § 3A
Deferred compensation program, participation,
29 § 64D
Definitions,
Cities and towns, powers and duties, 40
§ 1A
City officers, tenure, 41 § 126
Group insurance, 32B § 2
Officers and employees, 41 § 1A
Town meetings, 39 § 14
Deposits, personal liability of depositing offi-
cer, bankruptcy of financial institution, 44
§ 55A
Development Districts, generally, this index
Disposal,
Real property, 30B § 16
Tangible property, 30B § 15
Disposition and use of funds, 44 § 53
Drinking water protection districts, 40 § 39K
Elections, this index
Emergency expenditures, reserve fund, 40 § 5C
Employee pension costs, federal aid, 40 § 5D
Employees. Officers and employees, generally,
post
Employment security, special funds, 40 § 5E
Engineering services, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Escheat, abandoned or unclaimed property,
funds, 200A § 9A
Evidence, abandoned or unclaimed property,
funds, 200A § 9A
Expenses and expenditures,
Anticipation of revenues, bonds, notes, cer-
tificates of indebtedness, 44 § 20A
Grants, in anticipation of, 44 § 20A
Restraining illegal expenditures, 40 § 53
Federal aid,
Expenditures in anticipation of, 44 § 20A
Public improvements and public works, St.
1945, c. 74
Federal grants, acceptance and expenditure, 44
§ 53A
Fees,
Charged against cities or towns, increases, 59
§ 20A
Collective bargaining agency service fees,
payroll deductions, 180 § 17G
Finances and financing, 44 § 1 et seq.
Fines and penalties,
Bad checks, services, fees, charges, 44 § 69
Refusal to issue bond, bearer instrument
exchange, sinking funds. 44 § 61
Fire insurance, disposition of proceeds, 44 § 53
Fiscal year, 41 § 120
Borrowing capacity, 44 § 9
DISTRICTS
DISTRICTS—Cont'd
Forms, notes for money borrowed, 44 88 23,
24
Funds,
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Post war rehabilitation funds, St. 1943, c. 5
Reserve funds, 40 § 5C
Unemployment compensation, special funds.
40 § 5E
Gas and electricity, contracts, 30B § 7
Gifts, acceptance and expenditure, 44 § 53A
Grants,
Expenditures in anticipation of, 44 § 20A
Primary payment of debt, borrowing limita-
tion, refunding, 44 § 6A
Group insurance. Officers and employees,
post
Improvement proceedings, lowland and
swamps, authority for, 252 § 4A
Indebtedness. Municipal Finance, this index
Indemnity,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, funds,
200A§ 9A
Financial intermediaries, municipal finance,
44 § 16
Injunctions, illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Insurance,
Claims against districts, 40 § IB
Disposition of proceeds from fire or damage
loss, 44 § 53
Interest, stabilization fund, 40 § 5B
Investments, 44 § 55B
Public funds on deposit, 44 § 55
Retirement system special funds, 40 § 5D
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Joint agreements, classification, assessment and
valuation of property, 41 § 30B
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Landfills, generally, this index
Law governing, 39 § 24
Leases,
Procurement, 30B 8 1 et seq.
Water supply land, 40 § 15B
Liens, condominiums, 183A § 14
Limitation of actions, abandoned or unclaimed
property, checks, 200A § 9A
Loans. Borrowing money, generally, ante
Meetings, 41 § 119
Acceptance of statutes, 4 § 4
Moderator, 39 § 14
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Municipal Finance, generally, this index
Mutual aid, public works municipal mutual aid,
40 § 4K
Negotiable instruments,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, checks,
200A § 9A
Regional school districts, inability or likely
inability to pay. 44 § 19A
Nominations, 41 § 115
Notes,
Payment, inability or likelv ability to make,
44 § 19A
Securing insurance, letters, lines of credit. 44
§ 22C
Trust agreements securing, 44 § 22C
Notice,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, funds,
200A § 9A
Bonds, inabilitv or likely inability to pav, 44
§ 19A
Meetings, 41 § 119
Officers and employees, post
DISTRICTS—Cont'd
Notice—Cont'd
Resignation, officers, 41 § 109
Oaths and affirmations, temporary clerk, 41
§ 123
( Ulicers and employees,
Appointments, domicile and residence. 41
§ 109
Bonds, premiums, 41 § 109A
Compensation and salaries,
Deductions, payment of cost of periodic
pass for public transportation, 180
§ 17H
Deferred compensation program, partic-
ipation, 29 § 64D
Direct bank credits, deposits, 41 § 41B
Deposits in financial institutions, personal
liability, bankruptcy of institution, 44
§ 55A
Domicile and residence, 41 § 109
Funds, other post employment benefits trust
fund, 32B § 20
Group insurance, 32B § 1 et seq.
Acceptance of law, 32B § 10
Administrative services contracts, 32B
§ 3A
Advisory committee, 32B § 3
Arbitration and award, contracts, 32B
§ 19
Commission coverage, 32B § 19
Contracts, 32B §§ 3, 19
Contributions, 32B § 7
Additional contributions, governmental
unit, 32B §§ 7A, 9E
Conversion. 32B § 9
Deductions, compensation. 32B § 7
Definitions, 32B § 2
Dividends, 32B § 8
Elections, 32B § 19
Employee committees, contracts, 32B
§ 19
Fees, commission, 32B § 19
Forms, nonconfidential claims. 32B § 3
Health and welfare trust funds, 32B
§§ 15, 19
Health care organizations, optional insur-
ance, 32B § 16
Health districts, additional contributions,
governmental unit, 32B § 7A
Joint purchase, trust agreements, 32B
§§ 15, 19
Life insurance,
Additional contributions, governmental
units, 32B §8 7A, 9E
Retired employees, 32B § 9
Medicare,
Required extension, 32B 88 18A, 18
Transfers, 32B § 19
Mentally disabled dependents, premiums.
32B§ 7
Notice, withdrawal, 32B § 19
Payments, employee, 32B § 7
Policy provisions, 32B §§ 3, 9
Premiums.
Mentally, physically disabled persons,
32B§ 7
Retired employees, payment, 32B § 9A
Purchase, 32B § 10A
Rate credit, 32B § 8
Recommendations, advisory committee.
32B § 3
Refunds. 32B § 8
Regional school districts, additional con-
tributions, 32B § 7A
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DISTRICTS—Cont'd
Officers and employees—Cont'd
Group insurance—Cont'd
Reinsurance, 32B § 3
Restrictions, public funds, premium pay-
ment. 32B § 15
Retirement, 32B 8 9
Premiums, payment. 32B § 9A
Risk sharing pools, 32B § 19
Self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Sick leave pay, 32B § 7
Termination, employment, 32B § 9
Trust agreements, joint purchases, 32B
§ 15
Trust funds,
Dividends, refunds, 32B § 9A
Health and welfare trust fund. 32B
88 15,19
Other post employment benefits trust
fund, 32B § 20
Veterans services district, additional con-
tributions, governmental units, 32B
§ 7A
Welfare district, additional contributions,
governmental unit. 32B § 7A
Withdrawal, 32B § 19
Withholding salary payments. 32B § 7
Indebtedness violations, penalties. 44 § 62
Notice, resignation. 41 § 109
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Off duty work details, disposition of money
received, 44 § 53C
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Removal from office, tenure, 41 § 127
Removal from town. 41 § 109
Residence. 41 § 109
Resignation, 41 § 109
Tenure of office. 41 § 126 et seq.
Trust funds, other post employment benefits
trust fund, 32B § 20
Vacancy in office, removal from district, 41
8 109
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B 8 20
Part time employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 8 64D
Petition, improvement of lowland and swamps,
252 8 4A
Planning. Zoning and Planning, this index
Police, generally, this index
Post war rehabilitation funds. St. 1943, c. 5
Privileges and immunities.
Abandoned or unclaimed property, checks,
200A 8 9A
Contracts, municipal finance, 44 § 16
Procurement. 30B 8 1 et seq.
Agricultural products, priorities and prefer-
ences, 30B 88 4, 20
Collective purchasing. 7 8§ 22A, 22B
Priorities and preferences, agricultural prod-
ucts, 30B 8§ 4, 20
Products liability, collective purchases. 7
§ 22B
Warranties, collective purchases, 7 § 22B
Prudential committees. 40 8 44
Election duties. 41 8 116
Public improvements and public works, con-
tracts, 30 8 39M
Mutual aid. 40 § 4K
Public officers and employees. Officers and
employees, generally, ante
Public works municipal mutual aid. 40 8 4K
DISTRICTS
DISTRICTS—Cont'd
Raising money, restraining illegal actions, 40
§ 53
Real estate,
Acquisition, 30B § 16
Disposal, 30B § 16
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Recordable instruments affecting interest,
binding effect, 40 § 3A
Water supply land, transfer, 40 § 15B
Recordable instruments affecting interest in
real estate, binding effect, 40 § 3A
Recycling, 40 § 8H
Regional planning districts. Zoning and Plan-
ning, this index
Regional school districts. Schools and School
Districts, this index
Reimbursements, unemployment compensa-
tion, special funds, 40 § 5E
Reports, audits and auditors, suspected irregu-
larities, illegal acts, 44 § 42A
Rescue services, contracts for joint services, 40
§ 4A
Reserve fund, extraordinary or unforeseen ex-
penditures, 40 § 5C
Restraining illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Retirement and pensions,
Federal aid, 40 § 5D
Group insurance, 32B § 1 et seq.
Group life insurance, benefits, 32B § 9
Contributions by governmental units. 32B
§§ 7A, 9E
Special funds, 40 § 5D
Sales, tangible property, 30B § 15
Schools and School Districts, generally, this
index
Sealed competitive proposals, contracts of
twenty five thousand dollars or more, 30B
§ 6
Seasonal employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
Services,
Contracts increasing quantity, 30B § 13
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Sewers and sewer systems, contracts, 30B § 7
Signatures, notes, 44 § 24
Sinking funds, 44 § 47 et seq.
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et seq.
Sole source purchases, contracts of twenty five
thousand dollars or more, 30B § 7
Special Act authorizing indebtedness, 4 § 8
Special assessments, water pipes, 40 § 42G et
seq.
Special funds,
Retirement systems and pensions, 40 § 5D
Unemployment compensation, 40 § 5E
Stabilization fund, 40 § 5B
State treasury, payments, amounts due or over-
due on bonds, 44 § 19A
Statutes,
Acceptance, 4 § 4
Construction, 4 § 7
Stop payment orders, abandoned or unclaimed
property, checks, 200A § 9A
Supplies,
Contracts increasing quantity, 30B § 13
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Tangible property, sales, 30B § 15
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Tax sheltered annuity program, participation,
29 § 64D
Taxation,
Joint agreements, classification assessment
and valuation of property, 41 § 30B
DISTRICTS—Cont'd
Taxation—Cont'd
Land held in another city or town, 59 § 5D
et seq.
Telephone services, contracts, 30B § 7
Temporary clerk,
Appointment, 41 § 123
Certificate of appointment or election, 41
§ 19A
Temporary employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
Temporary treasurer, 41 § 122
Tenure of office, appointive offices, 41 § 126 et
seq.
Transfer, water supply land, 40 § 15B
Treasurers, 40 § 44
Assistant treasurer, 41 § 123A
Deposit of gifts or grants of funds with, 44
§ 53A
Facsimile signatures to checks. 107 § 45A
Investment of bond proceeds, 44 § 55
Municipal finance, contracts, 44 § 16
Removal from office, 41 § 39B
Temporary treasurer, 41 § 122
Trust funds, other post employment benefits
trust fund, 32B § 20
Trusts and trustees, securing indebtedness, 44
§ 22C
Unemployment compensation, special funds, 40
§ 5E
Uniform Procurement Act, 30B § 1 et seq.
Urban center housing tax increment financing
districts, smart growth zoning districts, 40R
§ 1 et seq.
Use of funds, 44 § 53 et seq.
Vacancy in office of clerk, appointment of
temporary clerk, 41 § 123
Water supply, contracts, 30B § 7
Welfare Districts, generally, this index
Zoning and Planning, this index
DITCHES
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
DIVERSION
Crimes and Offenses, this index
DIVIDENDS
Group insurance, counties, cities, towns and
districts, 32B § 8
DIVISION OF INSPECTION
Public Safety Department, generally, this index
DIVISION OF STATE POLICE
State Police, generally, this index
DIVISIONS
Definitions, smart growth, school funds, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
Purchasing agent division. Administration and
Finance, Executive Office, this index
DrVORCE
Children and minors.
Custody, school information, parental ac-
cess, 71 § 34H
Education, school information, parental ac-
cess, 71 § 34H
Protective orders, school information, parental
access, 71 § 34H
School information, parental access, 71 § 34H
DOCKETS
District Courts, this index
1-46
DOCKS
Wharves, Piers and Docks, generally, this index
DOCTORS
Physicians and Surgeons, generally, this index
DOCUMENTS
Production of Books and Papers, generally, this
index
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
DOCUMENTS OF TITLE
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
DOG RACING MEETINGS
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, generally,
this index
DOGS
See, also, Animals, generally, this index
Generally, 140 § 136A et seq.
Director, definitions, 140 § 136A
Dog fund, definitions, 140 § 136A
Dog officers, definitions, 140 § 136A
Fund,
Disposition of excess, 140 § 172
Dog fund, definitions, 140 § 136A
Keeper, definitions, 140 § 136A
Kennels, definitions, 140 § 136A
Licenses and permits,
Expenditures, separate account, 140 § 149
License period, definitions, 140 § 136A
Receipts, separate accounts, 140 § 149
Ordinances, cities and towns, 140 § 147A
Police,
Indemnification, dogs used in connection
with official duties, 41 § 100H
Official duties, indemnification of officers,
41 § 100H
Racing. Horse and Dog Racing Meetings,
generally, this index
Rules and regulations, cities and towns, 140
§ 147A
Sterilization, shelter animals, 140 § 139A
DOING BUSINESS
Foreign Corporations, this index
DOMESTIC ABUSE
Abuse Between Family and Household Mem-
bers, generally, this index
DOMESTIC ANIMALS
Animals, generally, this index
DOMESTIC CORPORATIONS
Corporations, generally, this index
DOMESTIC SERVICE OR WORK
Compensation and salaries. 149 § 148
Payment, 149 § 148
Wages, 149 § 148
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Abuse Between Family and Household Mem-
bers, generally, this index
DOMICILE AND RESIDENCE
See, also, Nonresidents, generally, this index
Address, generally, this index
Aircraft, registration, federal certificates, 90
§ 49
Assistant treasurer, cities and towns, 41 § 39A
Cities and towns, officers and employees, 41
§ 109
EASEMENTS
DOMICILE AND RESIDENCE—Cont'd
Disabled persons Handicapped Persons, gen-
erally, this index
District officers and employees, 41 § 109
Evasion of tax. agreement or proposal for pur-
pose of making place as residence, 59 § 89
Fire insurance proceeds, municipal liens, owner
domiciled dwellings, 175 § 97A
Handicapped Persons, generally, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
Police, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 App.
U.S.C. § 571
Taxation, ships, owned by partnership. 59 § 18
Town officers or employees, 41 § 109
DONATIONS
Cults, generally, this index
DOUBLE SESSIONS
Public schools, authorization. 71 § 1
DRAFTS
Negotiable Instruments, this index
DRAINS AND DRAINAGE
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
DRAWINGS
Instruction and training, public schools. 71 § 1
DREDGING
Adjoining land owners, wetlands protection,
notice, 131 § 40
Certificates of compliance, coastal wet lands
and inland waters, proposed activities, 131
§ 40
Cities and towns, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Coastal wetlands, protection. 131 § 40
Inland wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Notice, wetlands protection, 131 § 40
Rivers and Streams, this index
DRINK
Food, generally, this index
DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Art commission, powers and duties, 41 § 84
DRINKING WATER
Water Supply, generally, this index
DRINKING WATER PROTECTION DIS-
TRICTS
Cities and towns, 40 § 39K
DRINKING WATER PROTECTION FUND
Generally, 40 § 39K
DRIVERS LICENSES
Motor Vehicles, this index
DRIVERS SCHOOLS
Course content. 71 § 13D
Fees for tuition, 71 § 13D
High schools, evening courses, 71 § 13D
Instructors, certificates and certification, 71
§ 13D
Motorcycle awareness program, 71 § 34
DRIVING WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE
OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS
Traffic Rules and Regulations, this index
DROUGHTS
Municipal finance, incurring liabilities in excess
of appropriation. 44 § 31
Restraining use of water. 40 § 41A
DRUG PARAPHERNALIA
Forfeitures, 94C § 47
DRUGS AND MEDICINE
Asthma inhalers, respiratory diseases, schools
and school districts, possession. 71 § 54B
Contraceptives. Family Planning, this index
Controlled substances,
Driving while under the influence of alcohol
or drugs. Traffic Rules and Regula-
tions, this index
Forfeitures, 94C § 47
Orders of court.
Forfeitures, 94C § 47
Preliminary orders or process, seizing or
securing property for which forfeiture
sought, 94C § 47
Sales, forfeiture of proceeds, 94C § 47
Searches and seizures, preliminary court or-
ders or process, forfeitures, 94C vj -47
Seized property management office, forfei-
tures, 94C § 47
Venue, forfeiture proceedings, 94C § 47
Driving while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
Firemen, indemnification, 41 § 100
Inhalers, respiratory diseases, schools and
school districts, possession. 71 § 54B
Instruction, effect of narcotics. 71 § 1
Police, this index
Psychotropic drugs, administration in schools.
rules and regulations. 71 § 54B
Rules and regulations, schools and school dis-
tricts, administration, 71 § 54B
Schools and School Districts, this index
DUAL OFFICE HOLDING
District board members, 41 § 4A
Municipal commission members, 268A § 21A
DUCKS
Poultry and Poultry Products, generally, this
index
DUKES COUNTY
See, also, Counties, generally, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Taxicab markings, exemptions, 40 § 22
DUMPING GROUNDS
Landfills, generally, this index
Solid Waste, generally, this index
DUNES
Wetlands bordering, protection, 131 § 40
DURESS OR COERCION
Bullying, generally, this index
Terrorism, generally, this index
DUTIES AND EXCISES
Excise Taxes, generally, this index
DWELLINGS
See, also. Housing, generally, this index
Aged persons, improvements, tax exemption.
59 § 5
Air raid shelters, tax exemption. 59 § 5
1-47
DWELLINGS—Cont'd
Betterment agreements, septic system, home
heating oil release, lead paint. Ill § 127B
Bomb shelters, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Class I residential property, tax exemption. 59
§ 5
Condominiums, generally, this index
Disasters, temporary housing assistance plans.
41 § 125
Dwellings unfit for human habitation. Unfit
for human habitation, generally, post
Fall out shelters, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
I lies and fire protection.
Entry on premises. 148 § 5
Temporary housing assistance plans, 41
§ 125
Forests and forestry, taxation, 61 § 4
Historic residential properties, rehabilitation.
speeial assessment phase in, 59 § 5J
Home heating oil release, betterment agree-
ments, HIS 127B 1-
Improvements, tax exemption, improvements
necessary to provide housing for aged per-
sons, 59 § 5
I e;ises generally, this index
Liens and incumbrances. Unfit lor human
habitation, post
Municipal liens, fire insurance proceeds, priori-
ty, 175 § 97A
Pollution of waters. Marine Fish and Fisher-
ies, this index
Receivers and receiverships, premises unfit for
human habitation, 111 § 127B
Recreational lands, taxation, 61B § 10
Septic system inadequate, betterment agree-
ments. Ill § 127B16
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Tax exemption.
\n raid, bomb or fall out shelters, 59 § 5
Improvements, aged persons. 59 § 5
Temporary housing assistance plans, disasters.
41 S 125
Unfit for human habitation.
Betterment agreements, 1 1 1 § 127Bfe
Liens and incumbrances.
Betterment agreements. 111 § 127B!4
Demolition or repair, 111 § 127B
Notices, service, 111 § 127B
Reports, service, 111 § 127B
Waste water treatment facility. 83 § 1
DYERS AND DYEING
Pollution of waters. Marine Fish and Fisher-
ies, this index
EMAIL
Bullying, cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Cyber bullying, 71 §' 370
EARNINGS
Compensation and Salaries, generally, this in-
dex
EARS
Hearing Impaired Persons, generally, this index
EARTHQUAKES
Municipal finance, incurring liabilities in excess
of appropriation, 44 § 31
Public contracts, bids, 30 § 39M
EASEMENTS
Abandonment, this index
EASEMENTS
EASEMENTS—Cont'd
Building permits, former railroad rights of way,
40 § 54A
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Extinguishment, abandonment of rights in real-
ty, 40 § 15
Former railroad rights of way, building permits,
40 § 54A
Highways and Streets, this index
Licenses and permits, building permits, former
railroad rights of way, 40 § 54A
Railroad rights of way, building permits, 40
§ 54A
Regional community colleges, taking or pur-
chasing, municipal purpose, 40 § 14
Sewers and drains,
Abandonment, 83 § 4
Construction and maintenance, 83 § 1
Subdivision Control Law, turnaround, termi-
nation, 41 § 81Q
Tax deed, conveyance subject to benefit of
easement, 60 § 45
Tax title subject to, 60 § 54
Turnarounds, way not connected with another
way, Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81Q
Waterworks, lands no longer needed, 40 § 15B
ECOLOGY
Environmental Protection, generally, this index
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE COORDINATING
COUNCIL
Business Development Office, this index
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Cities and Towns, this index
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1 et seq.
Economic opportunity areas, designation, 23A
§ 3E
Housing development incentive program, 40V
§ 1 et seq.
Tax Increment Financing, generally, this index
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans, 40 § 60
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, 40 § 60
Zoning and planning, master plan, 41 § 81D
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND INDUS-
TRIAL CORPORATIONS
Municipal financing, exceeding debt limit, 44
§ 8
Real estate, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax exemptions, real estate, 59 § 5
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY AREAS
Designation, 23A § 3E
EDUCATION
Blind Persons, generally, this index
Certificate, pupil attending out of town high
school, 71 § 6
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Collaboratives. Educational Collaboratives,
generally, this index
Colleges and Universities, generally, this index
Consumer advisory commissions, 40 § 8F
Continuation schools, 71 § 21 et seq.
Deaf and mute persons. Hearing Impaired
Persons, generally, this index
Development and industrial commissions, cities
and towns, 40 § 8A
EDUCATION—Cont'd
Discrimination. Schools and School Districts,
this index
Educational Collaboratives, generally, this in-
dex
Evening Schools, generally, this index
Executive committee for educational television,
71 § 13F et seq.
Family Planning, generally, this index
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Gifts, 44 § 53A
Hearing Impaired Persons, generally, this index
High Schools or Secondary Schools, generally,
this index
History lectures, 71 § 27
Independent agricultural and technical schools.
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this
index
Lectures, natural sciences, history, 71 § 27
Medical attendance and treatment, reimbursa-
ble medical services, municipalities receiv-
ing federal funds, 44 § 72
Natural science lectures, 71 § 27
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 19
Police, this index
Regional school districts, 71 § 15 et seq.
Residential special education students, reim-
bursable medical services, municipalities
receiving federal funds, 44 § 72
Schools and School Districts, generally, this
index
Special police, career incentive pay program,
41 § 108L
State colleges. Colleges and Universities, gen-
erally, this index
State police, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Tax collectors, state municipal collectors certi-
fication, additional compensation, 41
§ 108P
Television educational programs, course of
study, 71 § 13F
Town clerks, state municipal clerk certification,
additional compensation, 41 § 19K
Town treasurers, state municipal treasurer cer-
tification, additional compensation, 41
§ 108P
Tuition, prepayment, educational collaborative,
71 § 71D
Vacation schools, 71 § 28
Vocational Education, generally, this index
EDUCATION, EXECUTD7E OFFICE OF
Elementary and Secondary Education Depart-
ment, generally, this index
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Elementary and Secondary Education Depart-
ment, generally, this index
EDUCATION PERCENTAGES
Definitions, smart growth, school funds, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
EDUCATIONAL ACTD7ITIES
School buildings, use, 71 § 71
Receipts and expenditures, 71 § 71E
EDUCATIONAL COLLABORATIVE BOARDS
Generally, 40 § 4E
EDUCATIONAL COLLABORVITVES
Generally, 40 § 4E
Compensation, 71 § 40
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EDUCATIONAL COLLABORATD/ES
—Cont'd
Officers and employees, group insurance, ap-
propriate public authority, 32B § 2
Schools and School Districts, this index
EDUCATIONAL CORPORATIONS OR AS-
SOCIATIONS
Taxation, list of property held for, 59 § 29
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
See, also,
Colleges and Universities, generally, this
index
Schools and School Districts, generally,
this index
Athletic property, charitable organization, tax
exemption, 59 § 5
Charitable organization, tax exemption, real
and personal property, 59 § 5
Contracts, tax assessor training programs, 58
§ 3
Exemption, motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
Motor vehicles, exemption from excise tax, 60A
§ 1
Real and personal property used as residences
for officers, tax exempt status, 59 § 5
Tax assessors, training programs contracts, 58
§ 3
Transcript of record,
Furnishing to student, 71 § 34A
Neglect or refusal to furnish, 71 § 34B
EGGS
Political subdivisions, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
ELDER AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT
Recommendations, programs meeting prob-
lems of aging, 40 § 8B
ELDERLY PERSONS
Aged Persons, generally, this index
ELECTION CAMPAIGN ACT
Elections, generally, this index
ELECTIONS
Acceptance,
Nomination. Primary elections, post
Regional school district agreement. 71 § 15
Affidavits of registration. Registration of vot-
ers, post
Aldermen, this index
Annual election, statutory construction, 4 § 7
Assessors, 41 § 23
Assistant town assessors, 41 § 1
Ballots,
Cities and towns, post
Community preservation, real estate sur-
charge, 44B § 3
Group insurance, counties, cities, towns and
districts, 32B § 10
Policemen, regional police districts,
Acceptance of law, 41 § 99D
Revocation of acceptance of law, 41
§ 99K
Real estate surcharge, community preserva-
tion, 44B § 3
Regional police districts,
Acceptance, 41 § 99D
Revocation, 41 § 99K
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44E
Regional school districts,
Approval of indebtedness, 71 § 16
ELECTIONS
ELECTIONS—Cont'd
Ballots—Cont'd
Regional school districts—Cont'd
Committee, choosing chairman and vice
chairman. 71 § 16A
Selectmen, vote on duties, 41 § 21
Town meetings, secret ballots, 39 § 15
Town officers, 41 § 6
Board ol public works, acceptance of law, 41
§ 69F
Calling of elections, schoolteachers, payroll de-
ductions, authorization, 180 § 171
Campaign contributions, schoolteachers, pay-
roll deductions, authorization, 180 § 171
Candidates,
Primary elections, post
School property, use, 71 § 71
Receipts and expenditures, 71 § 71
E
Cemetery commissioners, 41 § 23
Certificates and certification, cities and towns,
community preservation real estate, ballot
petition signatures, 44B § 3
Chairman, planning board, 41 § 81A
Chief of police and fire departments, 41 § 23
Cities and towns. 39 § 9A; 41 § 1 et scq.
Abatement proceedings determined by ap-
pellate tax board, 59 § 64
Acceptance by voters of elected position be-
coming appointed, 41 § IB
Appointment,
Acceptance by voters of elected position,
41 § IB
Vacancy, 41 § 11
Arguments, ballot questions, 53 § 18B
Ballots, 41 §§ 6, 7
Community preservation real estate, sur-
charge, 44B § 3
Deposit, 41 § 8
Sealed and certified, 41 § 9
Capital outlay expenditures, voter approval,
59 § 21C
Certificates and certification, community
preservation real estate, ballot petition
signatures, 44B § 3
Change of date, service of current officers.
41 § 1
City council, 39 § 8
Commonwealth laws or administrative rules
or regulations imposing direct service or
cost obligations, revocation of accep-
tance, 4 § 4B
Contingent appropriation, capital outlay ex-
penditures, voter approval, 59 § 21C
Date, change of date, service of current
officers. 41 § 1
Deposit, ballot, 41 § 8
Increasing board members, 41 § 2
Information, ballot questions. 53 § 18B
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
44B § 3 et seq.
Moderators, restrictions, handling of ballots,
41 § 8
New board or officer. 41 § 2
Notice, special elections, 41 § 10
Officers and employees, 39 § 9A; 41 § 1
Acceptance by voters of elected position
becoming appointed, 41 § IB
Vacancies, filling with registered voter of
town, 41 § 11
Validity, 39 § 3
Optional forms of municipal administration.
43C § 6 et seq.
Petitions. 43C § 5
ELECTIONS—Cont'd
Cities and towns—Cont'd
Optional plan of municipal administration,
43C§ 14
Police, regional police districts.
Acceptance of law, 41 § 99D
Revocation of acceptance of law, 41
§ 99K
Polls, closing, examination, ballots after, 41
§ 8
Precinct voting, 39 § 20
Purchasing department, acceptance, 41
§ 104
Record, ballots, 41 § 9
Regional boards of health, 111 § 27B
Regional police districts,
Acceptance, 41 § 99D
Revocation, 41 § 99K
Registered voter of town, filling vacancy, 41
§ U
Rescinding vote, acting, appointing town of-
ficers, 41 § 23
Road commissioners, 41 § 63
Sewer and water commissions, regional, 41
§ 63
Sinking fund commissioners, 41 § 44
Special elections, notice, 41 § 10
Summaries, ballot questions, 53 § 18B
Taxation, increases, 59 § 21C
Tenure, officers, 41 § 128 et seq.
Town Meetings, this index
Vacancy in office, 41 §§ 10, 11
Fill vacancy in office, 41 § 10
Voting lists, used, 41 § 5
Water supply. 40 § 38
City Charters, this index
City Clerks, this index
Clerks.
Districts, duties, 41 § 116
Planning board. 41 § 81A
Community preservation real estate, surcharge,
cities and towns, ballots, 44B § 3
Constables, this index
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
County Officers and Employees, this index
Districts, 41 § 114
Ballot box, 41 § 117
Information, ballot questions, 53 § 18B
Entry of vote, 66 § 6
Expenses and expenditures,
District elections, 41 § 117
Regional school districts, elections to ap-
prove indebtedness, 71 § 16
Group insurance, counties, cities, towns and
districts, 32B § 10
Health board, 41 §§ 1, 23
Highway surveyors, 41 § 1
Initiative and Referendum, generally, this index
Mayors, this index
Municipal borrowing, 44 § 8A
Municipal elections. Cities and towns, gener-
ally, ante
Municipal light board. 41 § 23
Nomination papers. Political caucuses, post
Nominations.
Political caucuses, post
Primary elections, post
Notice,
Cities and towns, community preservation
real estate, surcharge, ballots. 44B § 3
City offices, special elections, 41 § 10
Primary elections, post
Regional school districts, approval of indebt-
edness, 71 § 16
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ELECTIONS—Cont'd
Notice—Cont'd
["own offices, special elections. 41 § 10
Vacancies in town offices, notice of election,
41 § 10
Wards and voting precincts, post
Officers and employees. ( Sties and towns,
ante
Park commissioners, 41 § 23
Parties. Political parties, generally, post
Petitions, cities and towns, community preser-
vation real estate, surcharge, ballots, 44B
§ 3
Planning board members, 41 § 81A
Police. Ballots, ante
Political action committees. Political commit-
tees, generally, post
Political caucuses,
Nomination papers, schoolteachers, right to
sign not restricted, 71 § 44
Nominations, districts, 41 § 115
Political committees,
Cities and towns, officers and employees,
deductions, 180 § 17J
County officers and employees, compensa-
tion and salaries, deductions. 180 § 17J
Public officers and employees, compensation
and salaries, deductions. 180 § 17J
State officers and employees, compensation
and salaries, deductions, 180 § 17J
Political parties.
Applicant for position in public schools, in-
quiry concerning political beliefs. 71
§ 39
Committees. Political committees, general-
ly, ante
Executive committee for educational televi-
sion, programs. 71 § 131
School buildings, use. 71 § 71
Polls and polling places, regional school dis-
tricts, elections for approving indebted-
ness, 71 § 16
Posting, warrants, regional school districts, ap-
proval of indebtedness. 71 § 16
Precinct committees. Political committees,
generally, ante
Primary elections, nominations, districts, 41
§ 115
Prudential committee, duties, 41 § 116
Public Officers and Employees, this index
Public welfare board, 41 §§ 1, 23
Publication, regional school districts, approval
of indebtedness. 71 § 16
Purchasing department, acceptance. 41 § 104
Question submitted to voters. Initiative and
Referendum, generally, this index
Referendum. Initiative and Referendum, gen-
erally, this index
Regional board of health. Ill § 27B
Regional government, capital outlay expendi-
tures, cities and towns, voter approval, 59
§ 21C
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44E
Regional school districts,
Acceptance of proposed agreement, 71 § 15
Approval of indebtedness, 71 §§ 14D, 16
Formation, 71 § 15
Registrars of voters.
( try clerks.
Compensation, 41 §§ 19G, 19H, 19J
Service as, additional compensation, 41
§ 19J
Town clerks, member of board.
Compensation, 41 §§ 19G, 19H, 19J
ELECTIONS
ELECTIONS—Cont'd
Registrars of voters—Cont'd
Town clerks, member of board—Cont'd
Service as, additional compensation, 41
§ 19J
Registration of voters,
Affidavits of registration, cross checking with
state tax records, 58 § 7
Motor vehicles, domicile and residence, 90
§ 3fe
Road commissioners, 41 §§ 1, 63
School Committees, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Secret ballots, open meetings, voting, 30A § 22
Secret voting, town meetings, 39 § 15
Selectmen, this index
Sewer commissioners, 41 §§ 1, 23
Signatures, cities and towns, community preser-
vation real estate, ballot petitions. 44B § 3
Sinking fund commissioners, 41 § 44
Superintendent of streets, 41 § 23
Taxation, this index
Teachers, right not restricted, 71 § 44
Temporary town clerk, 41 § 14
Time,
Initiative and Referendum, this index
Publishing and posting notices, approving
indebtedness for regional school dis-
tricts, 71 § 16
Town assessors, 41 § 1
Town auditors. 41 § 1
Town Clerks, this index
Town collector of taxes, 41 § 1
Town Meetings, this index
Town moderators, 39 § 14
Town treasurer, 41 § 1
Towns. Cities and towns, generally, ante
Tree wardens, 41 §§ 1, 23
Vocational regional school districts, approval
of indebtedness, 71 § 16
Voting lists, 41 § 5
Ward committees. Political committees, gen-
erally, ante
Ward officers, warrants for election, 39 § 6
Wards and voting precincts, annual or special
town election, 39 § 20
Warrants,
City officers, 39 § 6
Regional school districts, approval of indebt-
edness, 71 § 16
Town meetings, elections, 39 §§ 9A, 10
Water and municipal light commissioners, 41
§ 23
Water and sewer board, 41 § 23
Water commissioners, 41 §§ 23, 69A
Water supply for city or town, 40 § 38
ELECTRIC COMPANIES
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
ELECTRIC LIGHTING PLANTS
Municipal borrowing, time limit, 44 § 8
ELECTRICITY
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
ELECTRONIC BIDDING
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
ELECTRONIC DATA PROCESSING
Computers, generally, this index
ELECTRONIC SECURITY DEVICES
Lockup cells, 40 § 36B
ELECTRONICS
Data processing. Computers, generally, this
index
Tax lists, 60 § 6
ELEEMOSYNARY ORGANIZATIONS
Charities, generally, this index
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDU-
CATION DEPARTMENT
Board of elementary and secondary education.
Executive committee, educational television,
71 § 13G
Rules and regulations, foundation budgets,
70 § 3
Teachers certificates, standards, 71 § 38G
Boards and commissions, executive committee
for educational television, 71 § 13F
Certificates and certification, pupil attending
out of town high school, 71 § 6
Collaborative education, 40 § 4E
Commissioner, 40 § 4E
Extended school services plan, submission
to, 71 § 26B
Professional development plan, school offi-
cers and employees, 71 § 38Q
Vocational Education, generally, this index
Educational television program fund, 71 § 13H
Foundation budget review commission, 70 § 4
Foundation budgets, rules and regulations, 70
§ 3
High schools, attendance by out of town pupils,
71 § 6
Land valuation, reimbursement of taxes, 58
§ 13
Libraries, generally, this index
Powers and duties, 71 § 131
Regional school district, agreement submitted
to, 71 § 14B
Rules and regulations, foundation budgets, 70
§ 3
Student transcripts, providing, private institu-
tions ceasing operations, 71 § 34G
Valuation of land located in cities, reimburse-
ment of taxes, 58 § 13
Vocational Education, generally, this index
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Schools and School Districts, generally, this
index
ELIGIBLE STUDENTS
Definitions, smart growth, school funds, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
EMBLEMENTS
Agricultural Products, generally, this index
EMERGENCIES
Air raid, bomb and fall out shelters, residential
dwellings, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Cities and Towns, this index
Collaborative educational programs, emergency
first aid or transportation, 71 § 55A
Contraceptives. Family Planning, this index
Counties, this index
Definitions,
Municipal finance, appropriations, 44 § 8
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18
Disasters, temporary housing assistance plans,
cities and towns, 41 § 125
Earthquakes, public contracts, bids, 30 § 39M
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Explosions, public contracts, bids, 30 § 39M
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EMERGENCIES—Cont'd
Fires, public contracts, bids, 30 § 39M
First aid, collaborative teachers or employees,
emergency first aid or transportation, 71
§ 55A
Fish and Game, this index
Floods, generally, this index
High schools, closing, 71 § 4
Hurricanes, public contracts, bids, 30 § 39M
Labor and Employment, this index
Municipal borrowing, 44 § 8
Mutual aid,
Public safety, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Open meetings, notice, 30A § 20
Public records, security, exemptions, 4 § 7
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Public works, mutual aid, cities and towns, 40
§ 4K
Security,
Bids and bidding, public contracts, applica-
tion of law, 30 § 39M; 149 § 44A
Public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
Sewers and drains, excavations, 83 § 8
Subdivision Control Law, purpose, 41 § 81M
Temporary housing assistance plans, disasters,
cities, 41 § 125
Tornadoes, public contracts, bids, 30 § 39M
Water Supply, this index
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
Collaborative educational programs, first aid or
transportation, 71 § 55A
Contracts, Uniform Procurement Act, 30B § 1
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS
Ambulances, generally, this index
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Incapacitation, leaves of absence, 41 § 111M
Injury, indemnification, 41 § 111N
Leaves while incapacitated, 41 § 111M
EMERGENCY VEHICLES
Ambulances, generally, this index
EMINENT DOMAIN
Agricultural Land, this index
Award of damages, assessment for betterment,
80 § 1
Benefits accruing to part not taken, deducting
damages, 79 § 12
Bicycle parking, 40 § 22B
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Corporations, this index
Damages,
Fixing, measure of damages, 79 § 12
Measure of damages, 79 § 12
Public improvement, 79 § 12
Sewers and drains, 83 § 1
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Drinking water protection districts, powers, 40
§ 39K
Exchanges of water supply works, land ac-
quired within another city or town, 40
§ 15B
Federal aid, measure of damages, 79 § 12
Lien for taxes, 79 § 44A
Measure of damages, 79 § 12
ESTATES
EMINENT DOMAIN—Cont'd
Municipal finance, proceeds from disposition
of real estate, 44 § 63
Off street parking areas, 40 § 22B
Open spaces, conservation commission, 40
§ 8C
Preservation of water supply, 40 § 41
Public improvement, damages, 79 § 12
Railroads, this index
Recreational lands, conveyance tax, 61B § 7
Regional community colleges. Colleges and
Universities, this index
Regional police districts, 41 § 99E
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Sewers and drains, 83 § 1
Tax exemption, measure of damages, 79 § 12
Tax lien, 79 § 44A
Taxation, real estate acquired by corporation,
59 § 3B
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Water Supply, this index
Waters and Watercourses, this index
Wharves, piers and docks, 88 § 14
EMOLUMENTS
Compensation and Salaries, generally, this in-
dex
Fees, generally, this index
EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES
Definitions, public safety mutual aid. 40 § 4J
Public Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
State Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
EMPLOYERS LIABILITY
Workers Compensation, generally, this index
EMPLOYMENT
Civil Service, generally, this index
Labor and Employment, generally, this index
EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION ACTS
Discrimination In Employment, generally, this
index
EMPLOYMENT FEES
Schoolteachers, 71 § 45
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY
County Officers and Employees, this index
Municipalities, special funds, 40 § 5E
Unemployment compensation fund, municipali-
ties, 40 § 5E
ENCUMBRANCES
Liens and Incumbrances, generally, this index
ENDOWMENT INSURANCE
Insurance, this index
ENEMIES
War and Civil Defense, generally, this index
ENERGY
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation. Energy Conservation, generally,
this index
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
Political Subdivisions, this index
ENERGY—Cont'd
Tax exemptions, solar or wind powered systems
saving energy, 59 § 5
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS,
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
ENERGY CONSERVATION
Cities and towns,
Energy revolving loan fund, 44 § 53E-)<
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Loans, energy revolving loan fund, cities and
towns, 44 § 53E%
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
ENERGY EFFICIENT CONSTRUCTION
RATING
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
ENERGY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Definitions, cities and towns, 40 § 4
Public improvements and public works, 149
§ 44A
ENERGY RESOURCES COMMISSION
Cities and towns, 40 § 81
ENGINEERS
Board of public works, 41 § 691)
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Municipal finances, borrowing to pay cost of
engineering services, 44 § 7
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Public safety mutual aid. 40 § 4J
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Evening schools. 71 § 18
Instruction and training, public schools. 71 § 1
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
ENGRAVING
Municipal finance, seal on bonds, 44 § 16B
Regional school districts, facsimile seal on
bonds or notes, 71 § 16
ENLARGEMENT
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Natural gas plants, cities and towns, 164 § 69A
ENSIGN
Flags, generally, this index
ENTERTAINMENT
Sunday, generally, this index
ENTITY
Definitions, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
ENTRY ON PROPERTY
Abandoned structure, building inspector, 143
§ 9
Agricultural Land, this index
Building inspector, abandoned or dangerous
structure, 143 § 9
Dangerous structure, building inspector, 143
§ 9
Fire prevention, buildings and premises. 148
§ 5
Forests and forestry, tax classification investiga-
tion, 61 § 2
1-51
ENTRY ON PROPERTY—Cont'd
Highway ditches and drains, construction,
maintenance and repair, 83 § 4
Recreational land, taxation, conversion, resi-
dential, industrial or commercial use, 61B
§ 9
Taxation, appeal and review, 58A § 8A
ENVIRONMENT
Continuing environmental cleanup, city and
town bylaws and ordinances, abatement
agreement negotiation and approval, 59
§ 59A
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Solid Waste, generally, this index
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING DE-
PARTMENT
Valuation of land, reimbursement of taxes, cit-
ies and towns, 58 § 13
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT DE-
PARTMENT
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICE OFFICERS
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Hazardous Substances and Waste, generally,
this index
Recreational lands, taxation, 61B § 1 et seq.
Recycling, municipalities or districts. 40 § 8H
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
EPIDEMICS
Diseases, this index
EPISCOPAL CHURCHES
Religious Organizations and Societies, general-
ly, this index
EQUAL PAY LAW (TEACHERS)
Generally, 71 § 40
EQUALIZED VALUATION
Definitions, regional police districts. 41 § 991
Taxation, this index
EQUIPMENT
Machinery and Equipment, generally, this in-
dex
EQUITY
See, also, Actions and Proceedings, general-
ly, this index
Injunctions, generally, this index
Masters in chancery. Witnesses, generally, this
index
Public records, compelling delivery to custodi-
an, 66 § 13
Sanitary code, enforcement, 111 § 127B
ESCHEAT
See, also, Abandoned or Unclaimed Proper-
ty, generally, this index
Cities and towns, abandoned or unclaimed
property, funds. 200A § 9A
Districts, abandoned or unclaimed property,
funds, 200A § 9A
ESTATES
Consumer price index, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
Joint Tenancy, generally, this index
ESTATES
ESTATES—Cont'd
Partition, generally, this index
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
Tenancy In Common, generally, this index
ESTATES OF DECEDENTS
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
ESTUARIES
Wetlands, bordering, protection, 131 § 40
EVACUATION DAY
Holidays, 4 § 7
EVASION OF TAX
Generally, 59 § 89 et seq.
Agreement of assessment for purpose of resi-
dence, 59 § 89
Agricultural or horticultural land, 61A § 23
Concealing property, 59 § 90
False or fraudulent list. 59 § 91
Misrepresenting property, 59 § 90
Removing property, 59 § 90
Tavern keepers, refusal to give names of per-
sons liable to be assessed, 59 § 92
Transferring property, 59 § 90
EVENING SCHOOLS
Arithmetic, 71 § 18
Courses of study, 71 § 18
English language and grammar, 71 § 18
Establishment, 71 § 18
Geography, 71 § 18
Good behavior, instruction, 71 § 18
High schools, 71 § 19
Hygiene and good behavior, 71 § 18
Industrial drawing, 71 § 18
Motor vehicles, driver education courses, 71
§ 13D
Notices, 71 § 20
Orthography, 71 § 18
Physiology, 71 § 18
Reading, 71 § 18
Tuition, 71 § 20
Writing, instruction, 71 § 18
EVICTION
Dangerous building occupant, 143 § 9
EVIDENCE
Assessed value of property, appellate tax
board, 58A §§ 12A, 12B
Assignment of tax title, 60 § 52
Burden of proof,
Controlled substances, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Equalized valuations, taxation, 58 § 10B
Records, public records, 66 § 10
Cigarette Tax, this index
Cities and towns, boards and commissions, ac-
tions and proceedings, certificates and cer-
tification, 39 § 23D
Confidential or Privileged Information, gener-
ally, this index
Open meetings,
Appeal and review, burden of proof, 30A
§ 23
Complaints, remedial actions, 30A § 23
Perjury, generally, this index
Presumptions,
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, this in-
dex
Records, public record, 66 § 10
Tax sale, town as purchaser, 60 § 49
EVIDENCE—Cont'd
Presumptions—Cont'd
Taxation, assessment, sale or taking in name
of owner, 60 § 56
Unclaimed property. Abandoned or Un-
claimed Property, this index
Production of Books and Papers, generally, this
index
Rape, this index
Records and recordation,
Burden of proof, public records, 66 § 10
Presumptions, public records. 66 § 10
Subdivision Control Law, effect, 41 § 81EE
Tax assessment appeals, 58A § 12C
Tax Sales, this index
Tax title account, municipal purchaser, 60 § 50
Taxation, this index
Witnesses, generally, this index
EXCAVATIONS
Barriers, regulation and penalty, 40 § 21
Highways and Streets, this index
Sewers and sewer systems, public utilities, no-
tice, 83 § 8
Sidewalk, 83 § 25
EXCESS
Definitions, emergency medical technicians,
compensation while incapacitated, 41
§ 111M
EXCHANGE COMPANY
Definitions, real estate time share, 183B § 2
EXCISE TAXES
Animals, 59 § 8A
Boarding and lodging houses. Room Occu-
pancy Excise, generally, this index
Boats,
Bad checks, payments, penalty charges, 60
§ 57A
In lieu of local property tax, 60B § 1 et seq.
Cigarette Tax, generally, this index
Farm animals, 59 § 8A
Farm machinery and equipment, 59 § 8A
4 H Clubs, machinery, animals or fowl, 59 § 8A
Future Farmers of America, machinery, ani-
mals or fowl, 59 § 8A
Hotels. Room Occupancy Excise, generally,
this index
Interest, 59 § 8A
Local option meals excise. Meals, this index
Lodging houses. Room Occupancy Excise,
generally, this index
Mink, 59 § 8A
Motels. Room Occupancy Excise, generally,
this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
Plastic covered greenhouses, 59 § 8A
Room Occupancy Excise, generally, this index
Ships and Snipping, this index
Trailers, registration, foreign states, tax eva-
sion, 90 § 314
Urban redevelopment corporations, exemp-
tions, 121A § 10
Vessels,
Bad checks, payment with, penalty charges,
60 § 57A
In lieu of local property tax, 60B § 1 et seq.
EXECUTION
City collector of taxes, payment, 41 § 43A
City treasurers, payment, 41 § 43A
Costs, against taxpayer, appeal, 58A § 13
Taxation, this index
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EXECUTION—Cont'd
Town collector of taxes, payment, 41 § 43A
Town treasurer, payment, 41 § 43A
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR EDU-
CATIONAL TELEVISION
Appointment, 71 § 13F
Educational television program fund, establish-
ment, 71 § 13H
Powers and duties, 71 § 131
Rules and regulations, 71 § 13G
Trust fund, establishment, 71 § 13H
EXECmTVE COMMITTEES
Educational television, 71 § 13F et seq.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
School building authority, 70B § 3
EXECUTD7E OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
Educational collaborative boards, 40 § 4E
Employment contracts, cities and towns, 41
§ 108N
EXECUTIVE OFFICES
Administration and Finance, Executive Office,
generally, this index
EXECUTD7E SECRETARY
Selectmen, 41 § 23A
EXECUITVE SESSION
Definitions, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18
Open meetings, 30A § 21
EXECUTIVES
Wages, payment, 149 § 148
EXEMPT SCHOOL
Definitions, racial imbalance, 71 § 37D
EXEMPTION ACT (TAXATION)
Generally, 59 § 5
EXEMPTIONS
Aged Persons, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Credit Unions, this index
Fraternal benefit societies. Insurance, this in-
dex
Hazardous Substances and Waste, this index
Labor and Employment, this index
Levy, state treasury payments, amounts due on
municipal, district, or regional school dis-
trict bonds, 44 § 19A
Mentally 111 Persons, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
Open meetings, records and recordation, 30A
§ 22
Police, in service training, 41 § 96B
Political Subdivisions, this index
Railroads, this index
Records, inspection of records, burden of
proof, 66 § 10
Savings Banks, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
Sequestration, state treasury payments,
amounts due or overdue on municipal,
district, or regional school district bonds,
44 § 19A
Sewer assessments, 83 § 21
State, this index
Tax Exemptions, generally, this index
FEES
EXEMPTIONS—Cont'd
Towns within superintendency district or union,
employment oi school physician and nurse,
71 § 53B
EXERCISE
Physical Education, generally, this index
EXHIBITIONS
Character standing or work, public exposition,
71 § 51
Taxation, agricultural societies, exemption.
buildings. 59 § 5
EXHIBITS
Appellate tax board, withdrawal of exhibits,
58A§ 13
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
EXPERTS
Regional refuse disposal planning board, 40
§ 44B
EXPLOSIONS
Bids, public contracts, 30 § 39M
EXPLOSrVES
Eye protection devices, school classes, 71
§ 55C
EXPORTS AND IMPORTS
Original packages, warehouseman, not re-
quired to furnish list for assessor, 59 § 33
EXPRESSWAYS
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
EXPULSION
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
EXTENDED SCHOOL SERVICES
Schools and School Districts, this index
EXTERNAL PROCUREMENT ACTIVITY
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
EXTRAORDINARY WEATHER CONDI-
TIONS
High schools, closing, 71 § 4
EYEGLASSES
School children, industrial art, vocational shops
or laboratory classes, eye protective de-
vice, 71 § 55C
EYES AND EYESIGHT
Blind Persons, generally, this index
Examinations for defects, pupils, 71 § 57
Motor vehicles, vision impairment, exemption
from excise tax, 60A § 1
Protected devices, industrial art or vocational
or laboratory classes, 71 § 55C
Protective devices, industrial art or vocational
or laboratory classes, 71 § 55C
Pupils, industrial art, vocational shop or labora-
tory classes, protective devices, 71 § 55C
Schools and school districts, vision screening,
71 § 57
FACSIMILE SIGNATURE
See, also, Signatures, generally, this index
Checks, treasurers of public bodies, 107 § 45A
City clerk or assistant, 41 § 18B
Public bodies, checks, 107 § 45A
FACSIMILE SIGNATURE—Cont'd
Regional school districts, bonds or notes, 71
§ 16
FACSIMILE TRANSMISSIONS
Bullying, cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Cyber bullying, 71 § 370
FACTORIES
Manufacturers and Manufacturing, generally,
this index
FACTORS LIENS
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
FAIR CASH VALUE
Definitions, tax assessments, 59 § 18
Urban redevelopment corporations, property,
certification, 121A § 10
FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICE LAW
Discrimination In Employment, generally, this
index
FAIR WAGE
Minimum Wages, generally, this index
FAIRLY APPORTIONED
Definitions, tax assessments, 59 § 18
FALL OUT SHELTERS
Tax exemption, residential dwellings, 59 § 5
FALSE PERSONATION
Bicycles, violations, 85 § HE
FALSE REPRESENTATION
Fraud, generally, this index
FALSE SWEARING
Perjury, generally, this index
FALSIFICATION
Fraud, generally, this index
FAMILY PLANNING
Confidential or privileged information, service
providers, disclosure, 66 § 10
Contraceptives, emergencies, standardized in-
vestigation kits, information. 41 § 97B
Service providers, home addresses, telephone
numbers, family information, disclosure,
66 § 10
FARM MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT
Agricultural Machinery and Equipment, gener-
ally, this index
FARM PRODUCE
Agricultural Products, generally, this index
FARM PRODUCTS
Agricultural Products, generally, this index
FARM TRACTORS
Agricultural Machinery and Equipment, gener-
ally, this index
FARMLAND ADVISORY BOARD
Wetlands protection, 131 § 40
FARMLAND VALUATION ADVISORY COM-
MISSION
Generally, 61A § 11
Creation, membership, powers and duties, 61A
§ 11
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FARMS AND FARMERS
Agricultural Machinery and Equipment, gener-
ally, this index
Agriculture, generally, this index
FATHER AND CHILD
Children and Minors, generally, this index
FEBRUARY TWENTY SECOND
Legal holiday, 4§ 7
FEDERAL AGENCIES
Motor vehicles, removal, 40 § 221)
FEDERAL AID
Attendance at schools in towns other than
residence, 76 § 12B
Budget, attendance in schools in towns other
than residence, 76 § 12B
Cities and Towns, this index
Compensation and salaries, educational pro-
grams, services rendered, 44 § 53A
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Districts, 44 § 53A
Eminent domain, measure of damages. 79 § 12
Extended school services, children of employed
mothers. 71 §§ 26C, 26D
Historical commissions, cities and towns. 40
§ 8D
Housing, generally, this index
Medical attendance and treatment, reimbursa-
ble services, municipalities receiving aid.
44 § 72
Regional refuse disposal planning board, 40
§ 44B
Reimbursable medical services, municipalities
receiving aid, 44 § 72
Retirement and pensions, county, city, town or
district employees, 40 § 5D
School Funds, this index
Schools and school districts, gifts or grants for
educational purposes, 71 § 37A
Urban planning assistance, sharing costs, 41
§ 56
FEDERAL ANTIRECESSION FISCAL ASSIS-
TANCE PROGRAM
Counties, use of funds, 35 § 30
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
United States, generally, this index
FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIA-
TIONS
City stabilization funds, investment. 40 § 5B
Deposits, direct credits, compensation, city.
town or district employees, 41 § 41
B
Stabilization funds of cities, towns and districts,
investments, 40 § 5B
Town stabilization fund, investment. 40 § 5B
FEDERAL TAX LIENS
Leases, United States, enforcement, 59 § 3E
FEE SIMPLE
Partition, generally, this index
FEES
Accounts and Accounting, generally, this index
Addition to tax for collection, 60 § 15
Aircraft, registration, federal certificates, 90
§ 49
Appellate tax board,
Appeals, 58A § 7
FEES
FEES—Cont'd
Appellate tax board—Cont'd
Informal procedure, 58A §§ 7A, 7B
Attorneys, this index
Bad checks, payment of local tax or special
assessment fees, penalty, 60 § 57A
Betterment assessment deferral and recovery
agreement statements, filing fees, 80
§ 13B
Career incentive pay program, police, criminal
justice programs, evaluation, 41 § 108L
Carriage or vehicle license, 40 § 22
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
City Clerks, this index
Colleges and Universities, this index
Constables, this index
Counties, this index
Employment, school teachers, 71 § 45
Evening school instruction, 71 § 20
Extended school services, children of employed
mothers, payment by parents, 71 §§ 26B,
26C
Filing fees, betterment assessment deferral and
recovery agreement statements, 80 § 13B
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Grand jurors, city and town employees, 234
§ IB
Housing development incentive program, cer-
tificates and certification, 40V § 4
Land Court, this index
Licenses and Permits, this index
Local taxes, payment with bad check, charges,
60 § 57A
Motor Vehicles, this index
Negotiable instruments, bad checks, payment
of local tax or special assessment fees,
penalty, 60 § S7A
Occupational guidance and placement director,
penalty for accepting, 71 § 38F
Open meetings, disclosure, minutes, review,
30A § 22
Parking meters, 40 § 22A
Permits. Licenses and Permits, this index
Police, this index
Records and Recordation, this index
Registers of Deeds, this index
Schedules. Schools and School Districts, this
index
School Buses, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Smart growth zoning districts, peer review, 40R
§ 11
Solid Waste, this index
Superintendent accepting for finding teacher
position, 71 § 67
Tax assessments—special, payment with bad
check, penalty, 60 § 57A
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Tax Liens, this index
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Tax Sales, this index
Taxation, this index
Town school building, regional school district,
license to use, 71 § 14C
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Traverse jurors, city and town employees, 234
§ IB
Tuition, generally, this index
Witnesses, this index
FEES—Cont'd
Zoning and planning, expedited permitting, pri-
ority development sites, applications, 43D
§ 6
FEET
Podiatrists and Podiatry, generally, this index
FELLS RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
FELONIES
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
FEMALES
Women, generally, this index
FENCES
Abandoned or dangerous buildings, 143 § 9
Gravel pits, erection around land not in public
use, 40 § 21
Sand and gravel pits, erection around land not
in public use, 40 § 21
FERRIES
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
Planning board, master of study plan, 41 § 81D
Taxation, exemption from excise tax, 60B § 3
FIDELITY BONDS
Bonds (Officers and Fiduciaries), generally,
this index
FIDUCIARIES
Bonds (Officers and Fiduciaries), generally,
this index
Guardian and Ward, generally, this index
Trusts and Trustees, generally, this index
FIELD CROPS
Agricultural Products, generally, this index
FILLING
Inland wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
FILTER BASIN
Municipal finance, 44 § 8
Sewage disposal works, 83 § 6
Pollution of water, 83 § 7
FILTRATION AND PUMPING PLANTS
Cities and towns, construction, debt limit, 44
§ 8
Construction and maintenance, 40 § 39C
Location, 40 § 39B
FINANCE ACT (MUNICIPALITIES)
Generally, 44 § 1 et seq.
FINANCE CHARGES
Interest, generally, this index
FINANCES
Housing, generally, this index
Municipal Finance, generally, this index
FINANCIAL AID
Social Services, generally, this index
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Banks and Banking, generally, this index
FINANCIAL INTEREST
Adverse or Pecuniary Interest, generally, this
index
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FINANCIAL PLANS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND REPORTS
Charter schools, board of trustees, disclosures,
71 § 89
Cities and towns, joint contracts, 40 § 4A
FINANCIAL YEAR
Fiscal Year, generally, this index
FINANCING COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
FINES AND PENALTIES
Abandoned buildings, 143 § 9
Agricultural lands, use of valuation to evade
taxation, 61A § 23
Applicant inquiry into political opinions, 71
§ 39
Bad checks, payment of taxes or special assess-
ments, charges, 60 § 57A
Bicycles, this index
Boats and Boating, this index
Bonds, this index
Building Inspectors, this index
Buildings, this index
Charities, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Confidential or Privileged Information, this in-
dex
Conservation commissions, cities and towns,
land and water use, 40 § 8C
Continuation schools, forfeiture of funds on
refusal or neglect to appropriate, 71 § 26
Contracts, this index
Corporations, this index
Counties, this index
District treasurers, handling of notes, viola-
tions, 44 § 60
Districts, this index
Expenditure of public funds, 44 § 62
Failure to equip schools, 71 § 69
Fire hydrants, parking, 90 § 20Afe
Fires and Fire Protection, this index
Flags, this index
Health and Sanitation, this index
Ice and Snow, this index
Local taxes, payment with bad check, charges,
60 § 57A
Manufactured Homes and Communities, this
index
Motor Vehicle Insurance, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
Motorcycles, this index
Municipal finance, violations by officials, 44
§ 62
Municipalities. Cities and Towns, this index
Negotiable Instruments, this index
Occupational guidance and placement director,
fees, penalty for accepting, 71 § 38F
Open Meetings, this index
Parking, this index
Pledge of allegiance, failure to recite, 71 § 69
Public funds, management, 44 § 62
Public Officers and Employees, this index
Rebates, schools and school districts, transpor-
tation of pupils, 71 § 7A
Scenic highways and streets, violations, 40
§ 15C
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
FIREFIGHTERS
FINES AND PENALTIES—Cont'd
Ships and Shipping, this index
Sinking funds, refusal to issue bonds in ex-
change for bearer instrument, 44 § 61
Structures, unsafe, 143 § 9
Superintendent accepting fees or rewards for
obtaining positions for teachers, 71 § 67
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax assessments—special, payment with bad
check, charges, 60 § S7A
Tax Assessors, this index
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Taxation, this index
Teachers, excess fees for procuring position, 71
§ 45
Town treasurer, handling of notes, violations,
44 § 60
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Trailer theft, false reports. 60A § 1
Trailers, this index
Water Supply, this index
Weights and Measures, this index
FINGERPRINTS AND FINGERPRINTING
Arrested persons, demonstrations, arrest dur-
ing, 41 § 98
Demonstrations, 41 § 98
Mass demonstrations, 41 § 98
Police identification work, compensation, 41
§ 1081
Riots and mobs, persons arrested during, 41
§ 98
FIRE
Fires and Fire Protection, generally, this index
FIRE BOATS
Municipal borrowing, 44 § 7
FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Firefighters and Fire Departments, generally,
this index
FIRE DISTRICTS
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
FIRE HYDRANTS
Parking, penalties, 90 § 20Afc
FIRE INSURANCE
Insurance, this index
FIRE MARSHAL
State Fire Marshal, generally, this index
FIRE PREVENTION
Fires and Fire Protection, generally, this index
FIRE PROTECTION
Fires and Fire Protection, generally, this index
FIREARMS
Weapons, generally, this index
FIREARMS RECORDS BUREAU
Inspection and inspectors, records, 66 § 10
FIREFIGHTERS AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Abatement of rubbish proceeding, 148 § 5
Absence. Leave of absence, generally, post
Accident reports, fees, copies, 66 § 10
Accidents, death in line of duty, payment of
burial and funeral expenses, 41 § 100G
Actions and proceedings, indemnity, 41 §§ 100,
111F
FIREFIGHTERS AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS
—Cont'd
Apparatus. Equipment and apparatus, gener-
ally, post
Assault, death in line of duty, payment of
burial and funeral expenses, 41 § 100G
Boats, municipal finance, 44 § 7
Broken boxes or barrels, accumulations, 148
§ 5
Burial and funeral expenses. 41 ij MKK.'i
Municipal payment of expenses, 41 S 100G
Call firefighters,
Group insurance, premiums. 32B § 2
Indemnification, 41 § 100
Cardboard accumulation. 148 § 5
Chiefs.
Appointment, vote on petition, 41 § 21
Compensation and salaries. 41 § 22; 48
8 57G
Employment contracts. 41 § 1080
Holidays. 48 § 57E
Contracts of employment, 41 § 1080
Election. 41 § 23
Employment contracts, 41 § 108O
Removal from office, 41 § 22
Vacancy in office, 41 § 22
Chiropractors, indemnification, retired firemen,
41 8 100B
Collective bargaining, domicile and residence,
41 § 99A
Colleges and universities, education. 73 § 20
Combustible rubbish accumulations, 148 § 5
Commissioner of public safety. 41 § 101
Compensation and salaries, 41 § 101
Attendance at professional fire fighters of
Massachusetts AFLCIO CLC conven-
tion, 48 § 57B
Chiefs, ante
Day off, impossible to take, 48 § 571)
1 lolidays. post
Minimum.
Annual compensation, 41 § 108F
Cities and towns, 41 § 108D
Overtime, 149 § 33A
Photographic work assignment, 41 § 108H
Conditions likely to cause fire, existence, inves-
tigation. 148 § 5
Confidential or privileged information.
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, disclo-
sure, family information. 66 § 10
Contracts,
Chiefs, employment contracts, 41 § 1080
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4.J
Convention delegates, excuse from duty. 48
§ 57C
Copies, records, fees, 66 § 10
Damages, special duty, indemnity, 41 § 100
Days off, 48 § 57D
Death,
Indemnification. 41 § 100
Line of duty, burial and funeral expenses,
payment, 41 § 100G
Tax exemption of surviving spouse, 59 § 5
Definitions, statutory terms, 4 § 7
Delegate to professional firefighters of Massa-
chusetts All CIO CLC convention. 48
§ 57B
Delegation of authority, entry on premises. 148
§ 5
Deputy chiefs. 41 § 101
Domicile and residence, 41 § 99A
Drugs, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired firemen. 41 § 100B
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FIREFIGHTERS AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS
—Cont'd
Education, state universities, state financing. 73
§ 20
Emergencies, police. 41 § 97F
Engineers, chief, compensation. 48 § 57G
Engines. Equipment and apparatus, generally,
pusl
Entry on premises, 148 § 5
Equipment and apparatus,
Access, private ways, unattended vehicles, 40
§ 21
Accidents, burial and funeral expenses, 41
§ 100G
Indemnity, acts done while operating, 41
§ 100
Municipal financing, 44 § 7
Expenses .mil expenditures.
Burial and funeral expenses, payment, 41
S 100G
Rubbish removal. 148 § 5
Special duty, indemnity, 41 § 100
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Fees, records, copies. 66 § 10
Fire apparatus. Equipment and apparatus.
generally, ante
Fire chief. Chiefs, generally, ante
Fire engines. Equipment and apparatus, gen-
erally, ante-
Forty hour week, exemption. 149 §§ 33A, 33B
Funeral expenses. 41 § lOOGft
Municipal payment. 41 § 100G
Group insurance, firefighters included. 32B
§ 2B
Holidays.
Absent from duty because of injuries, 48
§ 57D
Additional day off or additional compensa-
tion. 48 § 571)
Compensation and salaries, 48 § 57A
Absent from duty because of injuries, 48
S 571)
Additional pay, 48 § 57D
Chiefs, 48 § 57E
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure. 66 § 10
Hours of duty, forty hour week, exemption, 149
§§ 33A,33B
Indemnity, 41 § 100
Retired firemen. 41 § 100B
Insurance report, copies, fees, 66 § 10
Joint services, governmental units. 40 § 4A
Labor and employment, chiefs, employment
contracts. 41 § 1080
Leather, waste accumulations, 148 § 5
Leave of absence. 41 § 111F
Attendance, professional firefighters of Mas-
sachusetts AFLCIO CLC convention,
48 § 57B
Convention delegates. 48 § 57C
Incapacitated, 41 § 11 IF
Injury in line of duty, 41 § 11 IF
Liens, rubbish removal expense. 148 S 5
Line of duty. Death, ante
Machinery and equipment. Equipment and
apparatus, generally, ante
Minimum annual compensation, 41 § 108F
Minimum compensation of fire fighters, 41
§ 108D
Motor vehicles. Equipment and apparatus.
generally, ante
Municipal financing, 44 § 7
Mutual aid. public safety. 40 § 4J
Notice, refuse abatement order. 148 § 5
FIREFIGHTERS
FIREFIGHTERS AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS
—Cont'd
Nurses and Nursing, this index
Obstacles, ingress or egress from premises, 148
§ 5
Orders, abatement of fire causing conditions,
148 § 5
Overtime, compensation, emergencies, 149
§ 33A
Packing material accumulation, 148 § 5
Parking clerk, preferences. 90 § 20Ali
Personal injuries,
Indemnification, 41 §§ 100, 111F
Leave of absence, 41 § 111F
Performance of duty, burial and funeral ex-
penses, payment, 41 § 100G
Photographic work assignment, compensation,
41 § 108H
Podiatry, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired firemen, 41 § 100B
Police, prohibition, 41 § 97F
Priorities and preferences, parking clerk, 90
§ 20Afe
Prosthetic devices, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired firemen, 41 § 100B
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Rags, accumulation, 148 § 5
Records and recordation.
Copies, fees, 66 § 10
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Refuse accumulation, 148 § 5
Remedying fire hazardous conditions, 148 § 5
Reports, copies, fees, 66 § 10
Rubber, waste accumulation, 148 § 5
Rubber boots, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Salaries. Compensation and salaries, general-
ly, ante
Sawdust accumulation, 148 § 5
Shavings, accumulations, 148 § 5
Shoes, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Smoking, eligibility for appointment, prohibi-
tion, 41 § 101A
Solicitation, 41 § 98E
Special duties,
Indemnification, 41 § 100
Leave of absence because of injuries, 41
§ 111F
State universities, education, state financing, 73
§ 20
Sticks, accumulation, 148 § 5
String accumulations, 148 § 5
Summer vacations, 41 § 11 IK
Surety bonds, officers, payment of insurance
companies, 48 § 69
Surviving spouse, tax exemption, killed in line
of duty, 59 § 5
Tax exemptions, surviving spouse and children,
59 § 5
Telecommunications, home telephone num-
bers, disclosure. 66 § 10
Tobacco and tobacco products, eligibility for
appointment, smoking, prohibition, 41
§ 101A
Uniforms, appropriation, 40 § 6B
Vacations, 41 §§ 111A, HID, 11 IK
Amount in lieu of, 41 § 11 IE
Payments in lieu, 41 § HIE
Regular members, twenty years service, 41
§ HIL
Summer vacations, 41 § 111K
Wages. Compensation and salaries, generally,
ante
FIREFIGHTERS AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS
—Cont'd
Waste accumulations, 148 § 5
Waste paper accumulations, 148 § 5
FIRES AND FIRE PROTECTION
Abatement of conditions, 148 § 5
Air Pollution, generally, this index
Alarms and sprinkler systems, municipal bor-
rowing, 44 § 7
Appropriation for prevention, 40 § 11
Bids, public contracts, 30 § 39M
Cardboard, 148 § 5
Civil infractions, 40 § 21D
Claims, lien for rubbish removal expenses, 148
§ 5
Conditions, likely to cause fire, remedy, 148
§ 5
Dwellings, this index
Enhanced 91 1 service, inspections, 148 § 5
Expenses and expenditures, rubbish abatement
proceeding, 148 § 5
Fines and penalties, 148 § 5 et seq.
Rubbish removal order violation, 148 § 5
Fire marshal. State Fire Marshal, generally,
this index
Housing, this index
Inflammables, 148 § 5
Leather, waste accumulations, 148 § 5
Liens, removal of rubbish, costs, 148 § 5
Marshal. State Fire Marshal, generally, this
index
Municipal buildings insurance fund, 40 § 13
Municipal finance, incurring liabilities in excess
of appropriation, 44 § 31
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Notice, abatement orders, 148 § 5
Obstacles, ingress or egress from premises, 148
§ 5
Packing material, 148 § 5
Public contracts, bids, 30 § 39M
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Rags, 148 § 5
Refuse, 148 § 5
Removal of rubbish, 148 § 5
Restraining use of water, 40 § 41A
Rubber, waste accumulations, 148 § 5
Rubbish and refuse, accumulations. 148 § 5
Sawdust, 148 § 5
School Buildings and Grounds, this index
Shavings, 148 § 5
State Fire Marshal, generally, this index
Sticks, 148 § 5
String accumulation, 148 § 5
Temporary housing assistance, 41 § 125
Waste materials, 148 § 5
Waste paper, 148 § 5
FIRST AID
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation, training, public
schools, 71 § 1
Collaborative educational programs, emergency
first aid or transportation, 71 § 55A
Training, public schools, 71 § 1
FISCAL YEAR
Cities and Towns, this index
Districts, 41 § 120
Borrowing capacity, 44 § 9
Municipal Finance, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants. I his index
Regional school districts, operating and main-
tenance budget, 71 §§ 16B, 16
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
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FISCAL YEAR—Cont'd
Taxation, annual assessment, 59 § 23
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
FISH AND GAME
See, also, Marine Fish and Fisheries, gener-
ally, this index
Commercial Fishing, generally, this index
Dogs, generally, this index
Dredging, 131 § 40
Emergencies, dredging land bordering on in-
land waters, 131 § 40
Filling wetlands and other lands bordering in-
land waters, 131 § 40
Hunting dogs. Dogs, generally, this index
Inland fisheries and game fund, taxation, reim-
bursement, 58 § 13
Nets and seines, tax exemption, commercial
fishing, 59 § 5
Notice, intention to remove, fill or dredge land
bordering inland waters, 131 § 40
Political subdivisions, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Reimbursement, loss of taxes on land used for
public institutions, 58 § 13 et seq.
Right of entry, dredging land bordering on
inland waters, 131 § 40
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Rules and regulations,
Dredging, disposal of materials within ma-
rine boundaries, 131 § 40
Wetlands and other lands bordering waters,
131 § 40
Salt water fish. Marine Fish and Fisheries,
generally, this index
Sanctuaries,
Tax loss, 58 § 15A
Valuation of land, reimbursement of taxes,
58 § 13
Taxation, gear and nets, exemption, 59 § 5
Vessels, fishing. Ships and Shipping, generally,
this index
Weights and measures, 41 § 88
Deputies, 41 § 89
Violation of oath, penalty, 41 § 90
Penalties, interference, 41 § 90A
Wetlands, 131 § 40
FISH HATCHERIES
Reimbursement, loss of taxes on land used for
public institutions, 58 § 13
FISHERIES
Fish and Game, generally, this index
Marine Fish and Fisheries, generally, this index
FISSIONABLE MATERIALS
Air raid, bomb and fall out shelters, residential
dwellings, tax exemption, 59 § 5
FLAG SALUTE ACT
Generally, 71 § 69
FLAGGING
School buses, members of safety patrols, 71
§ 48A
FLAGS
Display, schools, 71 § 69
Fines and penalties, failure to display, 71 § 69
Pledge of allegiance, 71 § 69
Salute by pupils and teachers, 71 § 69
Schoolhouses, display. United States flag, 71
§ 69
FORESTS
FLAGS—Cont'd
United States, schools and school districts,
courses of study, 71 § 2
FLAT LANDS
Wetlands bordering, protection, 131 § 40
FLOATS
Mooring permits, 91 § 10A
FLOOD CONTROL
Watershed Management, generally, this index
FLOOD PLAINS HATCH ACT
Generally, 131 § 40
FLOODS
Bids, public contracts, 30 § 39M
Municipal finance, incurring liabilities in excess
of appropriation, 44 § 31
Public contracts, bids. 30 § 39M
Watershed Management, generally, this index
FLORISTS
Memorial Day on Sunday, hours open, 4 § 7
FOOD
Agricultural Products, generally, this index
Concessions, school athletic fields. 71 § 71
Culinary arts programs, high schools, 71 § 17A
Distribution, municipal finance, indebtedness
in excess of limits, for, 44 § 8
I xcise taxes, local option meals excise. Meals,
this index
Fish and Game, generally, this index
High schools, culinary art programs, 71 § 17A
Local option meals excise. Meals, this index
Lunch period for school teachers, 71 § 80
Lunches, pupils and teachers, 71 § 72
Political subdivisions, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Preparation, pupils and teachers, 71 § 72
School Lunches, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Teachers, lunch period, 71 § 80
FOOTBALL
Interscholastic games, secondary schools, physi-
cian, attendance, 71 § 54A
FORCE AND VIOLENCE
Bullying, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
FORECLOSURE
Mortgage Foreclosure, generally, this index
Right of redemption under tax title, 60 § 62
Abandonment of buildings. 60 § 81A
Petition, 60 § 65
Tax Titles, this index
FOREIGN CORPORATIONS
Doing business in state, restraining, 60 § 91
Injunctions, restraining doing business in state
until tax is paid, 60 § 91
List to assessor, 59 § 29
Service of process, restrained from doing busi-
ness in state, 60 § 91
Taxation.
List of personal estate subject to taxation, 59
§ 29
Restraining doing business in state until tax
is paid. 60 §91
FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Terrorism, generally, this index
FOREIGN EXPOSITIONS
Exhibition of school work, 71 § 51
FOREIGN LAWS
Foreign States, generally, this index
FOREIGN STATES
Motor vehicle insurance, registration, premi-
ums, evasion. 90 § 3ii
Police, mutual aid programs, 40 § 8G
Taxation, action by attorney general to collect
state tax. 58 § 28C
FOREST FIRES
Cities and Towns, this index
FOREST LANDS AND PRODUCTS
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS
Definitions, forest products tax, 61 § 1
FOREST PRODUCTS TRUST FUND
Generally, 58 § 17C
FORESTERS
Definitions, 4 § 7
FORESTRY
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
FORESTRY DIVISION
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
FORESTS AND FORESTRY
Abatement. Taxation, post
Appeal and review. Taxation, post
Applications, taxation, classification. 61 § 2
Buildings, taxation, 61 § 2
Certificates and certification, taxation, classifi-
cation, 61 § 2
Chief superintendent, public works board, pow-
ers, 41 § 691)
Classification, taxation, 61 § 2
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
Deeds and conveyances, conveyance taxes. 61
§ 6
Definition, state forester, 4 § 7
Department, powers and duties, 41 § 69D
Dwellings, taxation, 61 § 4
Entry on property, tax classification investiga-
tion, 61 § 2
Fines and penalties. Taxation, post
Forest products trust fund, 58 § 17C
Inspections and inspectors, forest fire equip-
ment, 40 § 11
Interest, roll back taxes, 61 § 7
Liens and incumbrances, taxation. 61 § 2
Mail and mailing, certified mail, taxation classi-
fication appeal, 61 § 2
Mortgages, taxation, foreclosure, sale for or
conversion to residential, industrial, or
commercial use, 61 § 8
Notice. Taxation, post
Open space lands, roll back taxes, application
of law, 61 § 7
Options, first refusal, cities and towns, owner
intending to sell or convert to residential,
industrial, or commercial use, 61 § 8
Plans and specifications, forest products trust
fund, 58 § 17C
1-57
FORESTS AND FORESTRY—Cont'd
Records and recordation, taxation, classifica-
tion, 61 § 2
Roll back taxes. 61 § 7
Sales, conveyance taxes. 61 § 6
State Forests, generally, this index
Structures, taxation. 61 § 2
Stumpage value, taxation, municipalities, water-
shed lands. 59 §§ 5D, 5F
Tax assessments. Taxation, generally, post
Taxation, 61 § 1 et seq.
Abatement, 61 § 3
Appeal and review, 61 § 2
Abatement. 61 § 3
Applications, classification, 61 § 2
Assessments, 61 § 3
Betterment assessments, 61 § 5
Buildings, 61 §§ 2, 4
Certificates and certification, classification,
61 § 2
Classification. 61 § 2
Commercial use of land, 61 § 8
Conversion of lands taxed to residential, in-
dustrial, or commercial use. 61 § 8
Conveyance taxes. 61 § 6
Definitions, 61 § 1
Conversion, land use, 61 § 8
Dwellings. 61 § 4
Entry on property, classification investiga-
tion. 61 § 2
Exemptions, 59 § 5
Fines and penalties, payment with bad
check. 60 § 57A
Industrial use of land, 61 § 8
Land tax, 61 § 2
Liens, 61 § 2
Mail and mailing, certified mail, appeals,
classification, 61 § 2
Mortgages, foreclosure, sale for or conver-
sion to residential, industrial, or com-
mercial use, 61 § 8
Notice,
Intent to sell for or convert to residential,
industrial, or commercial use. 61 § 8
Removal from classification, 61 § 2
Options, first refusal, cities or towns, notice
of intent to sell for or convert to resi-
dential, industrial, or commercial use,
61 § 8
Overpayment. 61 § 3
Rates and charges, 61 §§ 2A, 2
Conveyance taxes, 61 § 6
Records and recordation, classification, 61
§ 2
Reduction of valuation, 58 § 15
Removal from classification, 61 § 2
Residential use of land. 61 § 8
Roll back taxes. 61 § 7
Sales of land taxed under statute. 61 § 8
Special assessments. 61 § 5
Stumpage value, municipalities, watershed
lands, 59 §§ 5D, 5F
Suspension, special assessments, betterment
assessments. 61 § 5
Tax liens, special assessments, betterment
assessments, 61 § 5
Valuation, 61 §§ 2, 3
Reduction, 58 § 15
Tree Wardens, generally, this index
Trust funds, forest products trust fund, 58
§ 17C
Watershed lands, stumpage fees, municipali-
ties, 59 §§ 5D, 5F
FORFEITURES
FORFEITURES
Aircraft, controlled substances, 94C § 47
Books and papers, controlled substances, 94C
§ 47
Carriers, this index
Controlled substances, 94C § 47
Definitions, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Motor vehicle theft, false reports, 60A § 1
Motor vehicles, controlled substances, 94C
§ 47
Real estate, controlled substances, 94C § 47
Schools, failure to establish or maintain, towns,
71 § 26
Sewers and drains, excavations, 83 § 8
Towns, schools, failure to establish or maintain.
71 § 26
Trailer theft, false reports, 60A § 1
Venue, controlled substances, 94C § 47
FORMS
Applications, agricultural and horticultural
lands, eligibility for valuation, 61A § 6
Blanks, assessors to furnish blank lists pre-
scribed by commissioner, 59 § 30
Certificates and certification, public contract
bids, 30 § 39M
Municipal accounting systems, supplying at
cost, 44 § 38
Municipal Finance, this index
Police report forms, domestic violence, 41
§ 98G
Public contracts, bids, 30 § 39M
Tax assessment forms, 58 § 3
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Taxation, this index
FORMULAS
Forfeitures, Controlled Substances Act viola-
tions, 94C § 47
FOSTER HOMES
Social Services, this index
FOUNDATION BUDGET REVIEW COMMIS-
SION
Schools and school districts, state aid, 70 § 4
FOUNDATION INFLATION INDEX
Definitions, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
4 H CLUBS
Excise tax assessments, machinery, animals or
fowl, 59 § 8A
FOURTH OF JULY
Independence Day, generally, this index
FOWL
Poultry and Poultry Products, generally, this
index
FRAMINGHAM CORRECTIONAL INSTITU-
TION
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
FRAMINGHAM RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
FRANCHISE TAX
Telephone and telegraph companies, notice of
abatement, 59 § 74
FRANCISCO, PETER
Commemoration day, 4 § 7
FRATERNAL BENEFIT SOCIETIES
Insurance, this index
FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS
Taxation, exemption, 59 § 5
FRAUD
Assessors, false valuation, penalty, 41 § 30
Bullying, reports, 71 § 370
Motor Vehicles, this index
Municipal lighting plants, claims, disapproval
of payment. 164 § 56
Taxation, this index
Weights and Measures, generally, this index
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES
Libraries, generally, this index
FREEDOM OF RELIGION
Religion, this index
FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND PRESS
Public secondary schools students, 71 § 82
FREEWAYS
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
FRESH PURSUIT
Extraterritorial arrest, 41 § 98A
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
See, also, Agricultural Products, generally,
this index
Political subdivisions, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
FUEL OIL
Contracts, increasing quantity of supplies, 30B
§ 13
Supplies, contracts increasing quantity, 30B
§ 13
FULL AGE
Definition, 4 § 7
FUMES
Air Pollution, generally, this index
FUNDS
Aid to the elderly and disabled taxation funds,
cities and towns, 60 § 3D
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, this index
Charter commission, home rule procedures,
43B§ 8
Children and Minors, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Continuation schools, forfeiture on towns re-
fusal or neglect to appropriate, 71 § 26
Corporations, this index
Counties, this index
Culinary arts programs, vocational schools, re-
volving funds, 74 § 14B
Custodians, health care claims trust funds, po-
litical subdivisions, 32B § 3A
Development program fund, cities and towns,
40Q§ 3
Districts, this index
Drinking water protection fund, 40 § 39K
Educational television program fund, 71 § 13H
Enterprise funds, cities and towns, 44 § 53Fi4
Extended school services, children of employed
mothers, acceptance of federal funds, 71
§ 26C
Forest products trust fund, 58 § 17C
1-58
FUNDS—Cont'd
Health care claim trust funds, political subdivi-
sions, 32B § 3A
Law enforcement, controlled substances forfei-
tures, deposits, 94C § 47
Municipal Finance, generally, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Municipal waterways improvement and mainte-
nance fund, moneys received from excise
tax on boats and ships, 60B § 2
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
political subdivisions, 32B § 20
Political Subdivisions, this index
Revolving funds, vocational schools, culinary
arts programs, 74 § 14B
School Funds, generally, this index
Soldiers Homes, this index
Special funds, unemployment compensation,
municipalities, 40 § 5E
Special law enforcement trust funds, controlled
substances, forfeitures, 94C § 47
State Treasury, generally, this index
Trust Funds, generally, this index
Unemployment compensation fund. Employ-
ment Security, this index
United Fund, 180 § 17B
Vocational Education, this index
FUNERAL EXPENSES
Firefighters, 41 § 100GV.
Payment of expenses, municipalities, 41
§ 100G
Police, 41 § 100GV.
Payment of expenses, municipalities, 41
§ 100G
FUNERALS
Veterans attending, city or town employees, 41
§ me
FUR BEARING ANIMALS
Fish and Game, generally, this index
FURNITURE
Exemption from taxation, 59 § 5
Taxation, exemption, 59 § 5
FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA
Excise taxes, machinery, animals or fowl, 59
§ 8A
GAME AND FISH
Fish and Game, generally, this index
GAME PRESERVES
Tax loss, 58 § 15A
Taxation, reimbursement for loss of taxes on
land used for recreational or conservation
purposes, 58 § 13
GAMING
Constables, prosecution, 41 § 94
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, generally,
this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
GARAGES
Accessories, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Taxation exemption, 59 § 5
GARBAGE AND REFUSE
Solid Waste, generally, this index
GARMENTS
Wearing Apparel, generally, this index
GOVERNMENTAL
GAS
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
Oil and Gas, generally, this index
GAS AND ELECTRICITY
See, also, Oil and Gas, generally, this index
Assessments, transition payments, cities and
towns, electric, distribution, generation
companies, 59 § 38H
Bills, tax hills, notices, 60 § 3A
City electric plants. Municipal Lighting Plants.
generally, this index
Cogeneration.
Definitions, tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Tax exemptions, manufacturing classifica-
tion, 59 § 5
Contracts, cities and towns, Procurement Act,
application, 30B §§ 1, 6
Counties, contracts, 30B § 7
Distribution,
Cities and towns, transition payments, 59
§ 38H
Transition payments, cities and towns, 59
§ 38H
Escape of gas, device to prevent, establishment,
purchasing, debt limitation, 44 § 8
Generation, cities and towns, transition pay-
ments, 59 § 38H
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, this
index
Liens and incumbrances, municipal lighting
plant, liens for nonpayment, 164 §§ 58B ct
seq., 58C
Manufacturing classification, tax exemptions,
59 § 5
Municipal borrowing, time limit, 44 § 8
Municipal Lighting Plants, generally, this index
New England power company, cities and towns,
assessed valuation, agreements, 59 § 38H
Nuclear power, payments in addition to taxes,
electric, distribution, generation compa-
nies, 59 § 38H
Payments in lieu of tax, electric, distribution,
generation companies. 59 § 38H
Property taxes, pilgrim nuclear power station,
contract, Boston Edison Company and
Plymouth, validation, 59 § 38H
Rates and charges, tax bills, notices, bills in-
cluded, 60 § 3A
Shut off, nonpayment, liens and encumbrances,
164 § 58C
Supply, regulation, 40 § 21
Tax exemptions, manufacturing classification
required, 59 § 5
Town electric plants. Municipal Lighting
Plants, generally, this index
Transition costs, cities and towns, electric, dis-
tribution, generation companies, 59 § 38H
Underground construction, replacement of
poles and overhead wires, Subdivision
Control Law, 41 § 81Q
Water supply works, construction of poles and
wires over lands and water, 40 § 15B
GAS PLANTS
Municipal borrowing, time limit. 44 § 8
GASOLINE
Contracts, increasing quantity of supplies, 30B
§ 13
Supplies, contracts increasing quantitv. 30B
§ 13
GATEWAY MUNICIPALITIES
Tax exemptions. 59 § 5M
GEESE
Poultry and Poultry Products, generally, this
index
GENDER
Statutory construction, 4 § 6
GENERAL AGENT
Agents and Agency, generally, this index
GENERAL COURT
Addresses, officers and employees, confidential
or privileged information, 66 § 10
Appellate tax board, report by, 58A § 4
Appropriations, generally, this index
Boards and commissions, open meetings, pub-
lic bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Committees,
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et
seq.
School teachers right to appear before, 71
§ 44
Confidential or privileged information, officers
and employees, disclosure, 66 § 10
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
County tax levy, authority, 35 § 30
Disclosure, officers and employees, confidential
or privileged information, 66 § 10
Initiative and Referendum, generally, this index
Meetings, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18etseq.
Officers and employees,
Annuities, 44 § 67
Confidential or privileged information, dis-
closure, 66 § 10
Deferred compensation programs, 44 § 67
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Powers and duties, cities and towns. Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Referendum. Initiative and Referendum, gen-
erally, this index
School teachers right to petition not restricted,
71 § 44
Statutes, generally, this index
Telecommunications, officers and employees,
number, confidential or privileged infor-
mation, 66 § 10
GENERAL FUND
State Treasury, this index
GENERATION
Gas and Electricity, this index
GEOGRAPHY
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Public schools, teaching, 71 § 1
GIFTS
See, also, Contributions, generally, this index
Acceptance and disbursements by school com-
mittees, 71 § 37A
Affordable housing trust fund, 44 § 55C
Cemetery care, 114 § 25
Cities and Towns, this index
Collaborative educational programs, 40 § 4E
Community chest, town employees, payroll de-
duction, 180 § 17B
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Districts, 44 § 53A
Historical commissions, cities or towns. 40
§ 8D
1-59
GIFTS—Cont'd
Instructional materials trust fund, schools and
school districts. 71 § 20A
Memorials, towns, 40 § 3
Municipal light commission, contracts, 164
§ 56A
Off street parking areas, 40 § 22B
Plaques for public school buildings, 71 § 69A
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Regional school districts, 44 § 53A
Committee, authority to accept, 71 § 37A
Power to receive, 71 § 16
Schools and School Districts, this index
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
United Fund, town employees, payroll deduc-
tions, 180 § 17B
Youth commission, cities and towns. 40 § 8E
GIRLS
Children and Minors, generally, this index
GLASS
Recycling, municipalities or districts, 40 § 8H
GLOBAL EDUCATION
Schools and school districts, courses of study,
71 § 1
GOATS
See, also. Animals, generally, this index
Taxation,
Excise tax, 59 § 8A
Exemption, 59 § 5
GOLF
Municipal golf courses, 44 § 8
Credit cards, greens fees, 40 § 5F
Defraying costs, 40 § 5F
GOOD BEHAVIOR
Instruction and training, public schools, 71 § 1
GOOD FAITH
Recordable instruments affecting interest in re-
alty, cities, towns and districts, 40 § 3A
GOOD SAMARITAN LAW
Collaborative educational programs, emergency
first aid or transportation, 71 § 55A
Schoolteachers and employees, rendering first
aid or transportation to injured students,
71 § 55A
GOODS, WARES AND MERCHANDISE
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Taxable as personal estate, 59 § 4
Warehouses and Warehousemen, generally,
this index
GOVERNING BODIES
Definitions, elections, cities and towns, ballot
questions, 53 § 18B
GOVERNMENT
Teaching in public schools, 71 § 2
GOVERNMENTAL BODIES
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
GOVERNMENTAL SUBDIVISIONS
Political Subdivisions, generally, this index
GOVERNMENTAL UNIT
Definitions,
Group insurance, 32B § 2
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
GOVERNOR
GOVERNOR
Administration and Finance, Executive Office,
generally, this index
Appellate tax board, appointment of members,
58A§ 1
Appointments,
Agricultural lands preservation committee,
20 § 24
Appellate tax board, 58A § 1
Coterminous, definitions, statutory construc-
tion, 4 § 7
Farm land valuation advisory commission,
61A§ 11
Foundation budget review commission,
school funds, state aid, 70 § 4
Boards and commissions, open meetings, pub-
lic bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Committees, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18 et seq.
Meetings, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18 et seq.
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Proclamations,
Commemoration days, 4 § 7
Francisco, Peter, commemoration day, 4 § 7
Lafayette, observance of anniversary of
death, 4 § 7
Peter Francisco Day, 4 § 7
GRADES AND STANDARDS
Measures. Weights and Measures, generally,
this index
Weights and Measures, generally, this index
GRADUATION
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this index
GRAIN
Agricultural Products, generally, this index
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC
Appropriations by cities, 40 § 9
GRAND JURY
City and town employees, compensation, 234
§ IB
Compensation and salaries, city and town em-
ployees, 234 § IB
Traverse jurors, compensation, city and town
employees, 234 § IB
GRANT AGREEMENT
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
GRANTS
Affordable housing trust fund, 44 § 55C
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Cities and Towns, this index
Collaborative educational programs, 40 § 4E
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
Deeds and Conveyances, generally, this index
Gifts, generally, this index
Private higher education institutions, students
or parents, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Schools and School Districts, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
GRASS
Community preservation property damage, ac-
tions and proceedings, 44B § 15
GRATUITIES
Gifts, generally, this index
GRAVEL
Sand and Gravel, generally, this index
GRAVEYARDS
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
GREAT PONDS
See, also, Lakes and Ponds, generally, this
index
Cities and towns, appropriations, 40 § 5G
GRENADA RESCUE MISSION VETERAN
Definitions,
Benefits, 4 § 7
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
GROINS
Cities and towns, indebtedness, 44 § 7
GROSS RECEIPTS
Cities and towns, estate value increase meas-
ure, consumer price index, tax exemption,
59 § 5
GROUND WATER
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Waste water treatment facility, 83 § 1
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
GROUP INSURANCE
Insurance, this index
GROUP INTELLIGENCE TESTS
Student records, removing the scores from, 71
§ 87
GUARDIAN AD LITEM
Low value lands held under tax title, 60 § 80B
Title to low value lands, 60 § SOB
GUARDIAN AND WARD
Foster homes. Social Services, this index
Notice, pupil suffering with disease, 71 § 56
Real estate, tax sales, vacation of decree bar-
ring redemption, 60 § 69A
Schools and school districts, special education
rights workshop, 71 § 1C
Sex education, schools, notice, 71 § 32A
Special education rights workshop, schools and
school districts, 71 § 1C
Tax sales, real estate, vacation of decree bar-
ring redemption, 60 § 69A
GUIDANCE COUNSELORS
School Officers and Employees, this index
GUIDE POSTS
Road commissioners, powers and duties, 41
§ 64
GUIDELINES
Police, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Revenue commissioner, establishment, 58 § 1A
Tax assessments, minimum standards for as-
sessment law administration, 58 § 1
GUNS
Weapons, generally, this index
GYMNASIUMS
Adult physical fitness programs, use of school
gymnasiums, 71 § 71B
Cities and towns, defraying costs, 40 § 5F
1-60
GYMNASTICS
Public schools, 71 § 3
Schools, physical education, 71 § 3
HADLEY
Reimbursement, land used by university, 58
§ 13
HAMPDEN COUNTY
Housing Courts, generally, this index
HAND BILLS
Advertisements, generally, this index
HANDICAPPED PERSONS
Amputees, motor vehicles, exemption from ex-
cise tax, 60A § 1
Architectural barriers, removal, 40 § 22B
Blind Persons, generally, this index
Boards and commissions, cities and towns, 40
§ 8J
Parking fines, allocation, 40 § 22G
Cities and towns,
Commission, 40 § 8J
Parking fines, allocation, 40 § 22G
Handicapped persons, 40 § 21
Confidential or privileged information, police,
daily log, 41 § 98F
Deaf and mute persons. Hearing Impaired
Persons, generally, this index
Group insurance, children of state officers and
employees, 32B § 2
Hearing Impaired Persons, generally, this index
Mentally III Persons, generally, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
Parking, 40 §§ 21, 22
Fines and penalties, allocation, 40 § 22G
Reserved off street parking, 40 § 22B
Restricted areas, 40 § 22A
Parking meter exception, 40 § 22A
Police, daily log, confidential or privileged in-
formation, 41 § 98F
Public money or property, care or support,
Const. Amend. Art. 18
Real estate, aid to the elderly and disabled
taxation funds, cities and towns, 60 § 3D
Reserved off street parking areas, 40 § 22B
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sidewalks, slanted curbing, 83 § 25
Support. Social Services, this index
Tax assessments, aid to the elderly and dis-
abled taxation funds, cities and towns, 60
§ 3D
Taxation, aid to the elderly and disabled taxa-
tion funds, cities and towns, 60 § 3D
Veterans, this index
Vocational Education, generally, this index
HANGARS
Airports and Landing Fields, generally, this
index
HANSCOM FIELD
Airports and Landing Fields, generally, this
index
HARASSMENT
Bullying, generally, this index
HARBORMASTERS
Floats, mooring permits, 91 § 10A
Rafts, mooring permits, 91 § 10A
HIGH
HARBORS AND PORTS
See, also, Waters and Watercourses, gener-
ally, this index
Cities and towns,
Appropriations, 40 § SG
Dredging, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Tax exemptions, public purpose, 59 § 2B
HARNESS HORSE RACING MEETINGS
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, generally,
this index
HATCH ACT (FLOOD PLAINS)
Generally, 131 § 40
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND WASTE
Abatement of taxes, releases, cleanup and re-
development. 59 § 59A
Exemptions, tax exemptions, treatment facili-
ties, 59 § 5
Facilities, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Release prevention and response,
Abatement of taxes, cleanup and redevelop-
ment, 59 § 59A
Taxation, abatement, cleanup and redevel-
opment. 59 § 59A
Tax exemption, facilities, 59 § 5
Taxation, abatement, releases, cleanup and re-
development, 59 § 59A
Water Pollution, generally, this index
HAZARDOUS WASTE
Hazardous Substances and Waste, generally,
this index
HD ZONES
Definitions, housing development incentive
program, 40V § 1
HDIP
Definitions, housing development incentive
program. 40V § 1
HEADQUARTERS
Veterans organizations, lease of property from
city or town, 40 § 9
HEALTH, BOARDS OF
Appointments, vote on petition, 41 § 21
Certification, dwellings unfit for human habi-
tation, demolition or removal. Ill § 127B
Civil infractions, 40 § 21D
Definitions, regional health districts. 111 § 27B
Election, 41 §§ 1, 23
Regional boards. 111 § 27B
Injunction, premises unfit for human habi-
tation, 111 § 127B
Nuisances, generally, this index
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Regional board, elections, 111 § 27B
Selectmen to act, vote on petition, 41 § 21
Subdivision Control Law, this index
Uniforms, public health nurse employees, ap-
propriations, 40 § 6K
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, EXECU-
TIVE OFFICE OF
Soldiers Homes, generally, this index
Youth Services Department, generally, this in-
dex
HEALTH AND SANITATION
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
HEALTH AND SANITATION—Cont'd
( 1 1 1 c s and towns, self insurance, health care,
32B § 3A
(
'ontagious diseases. Diseases, generally, this
index
Counties, self insurance, health care, 32B § 3A
Diseases, generally, this index
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
Fines and penalties, violations, 40U § 1 et seq.
Food, generally, this index
Handicapped Persons, generally, this index
Hazardous Substances and Waste, generally,
this index
Health care, political subdivisions, self insur-
ance, 32B § 3A
Hospital Service Corporations, generally, this
index
Housing, generally, this index
Infectious diseases. Diseases, generally, this
index
Inspections and Inspectors, generally, this in-
dex
Lowlands and swamps, impmvement proceed-
ings to promote, 252 § 4A
Medical care and assistance. Social Services,
this index
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Nuisances, generally, this index
Nurses and Nursing, generally, this index
Political subdivisions, self insurance, health
care, 32B § 3A
Promotion of, improvement of lowlands and
swamps, 252 § 4A
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Reimbursement for services. Hospital Service
Corporations, generally, this index
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
Tuberculosis, generally, this index
HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATION
Definitions, group insurance for public officers
and employees, 32B § 2
Optional insurance, public employees. 32B
§ 16
HEALTH CARE SERVICES
Medical Attendance and Treatment, generally,
this index
HEALTH CARRIER
Definitions, public employee group insurance,
32B§ 19
HEALTH CERTIFICATES
School physician, physical examination, chil-
dren seeking employment permit, 71 § 54
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Board, school children infected with dangerous
disease, notice, 71 § 55A
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Food, generally, this index
Sewerage system plans, approval. 83 § 1
Tuberculosis, generally, this index
HEALTH DISTRICTS
Generally, 59 § 21
HEALTH INSPECTORS
Cities and towns, 41 § 102 et seq.
1-61
HEALTH INSURANCE
Accident and health insurance,
index
Insurance, this
HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZA-
TIONS
Cities and towns, involuntarily terminated em-
ployees, election to continue coverage,
32B§ 17
HEALTH SERVICE CORPORATIONS
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
HEARING IMPAIRED PERSONS
Children and Minors, this index
Public money for care or support. Const.
Amend. Art. 18
Pupils, tests. 71 § 57
Schools and school districts, American Sign
Language, courses of study, 71 § 2B
Social Services, generally, this index
HEAT AND HEATING
Home heating oil release, premises unfit for
human habitation, betterment agreements,
111 § 127B'A
Public Utilities, generally, this index
School buildings, uniforms for maintenance
men, 71 § 48B
Tax exemptions, solar or wind powered system
used for saving energy, 59 § 5
HEATING OIL
Release, betterment agreements. Ill § 127B!6
HEIRS
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
HEREDITAMENTS
Land including, 4 § 7
HEROIN
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
HIGH SCHOOLS OR SECONDARY
SCHOOLS
See, also, Schools and School Districts, gen-
erally, this index
Absence and absentees, parental access, stu-
dent information, 71 § 34H
American history and civics, required subjects,
71 § 2
Appearance and dress of students, 71 § 83
Asthma inhalers, possession. 71 § 54B
Athletics, 71 § 47
Interscholastic football games, physicians, at-
tendance, 71 § 54A
Attendance,
Out of town pupils, 71 § 6
Parental access, student information. 71
§ 34H
Racial imbalance, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Regulations, 71 § 37
Bilingual program, parental access, student in-
formation, 71 § 34H
Bill of rights, required subjects, 71 § 2
Bullying, generally, this index
Certificates and certification, attendance, out
of town high schools, 71 § 6
Committees, emergency closing, 71 § 4
Competitive athletics, 71 § 47
Conduct,
Disciplinary proceedings, 71 § 37H
HIGH
HIGH SCHOOLS OR SECONDARY
SCHOOLS—Cont'd
Conduct—Cont'd
Rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Corporal punishment, inflicting upon pupils, 71
§ 37G
Courses of study, 71 § 4
Bullying, 71 § 370
Requested courses, 71 § 13
Required subjects, 71 § 2
United States flag. 71 § 2
Violence prevention, 71 § 1
Culinary arts programs, 71 § 17A
Custody, parental access, student information,
71 § 34H
Days kept open, 71 § 4
School aid computation, 71 § 4A
Declaration of Independence, required subject,
71 § 2
Definition, 71 § 11
Detentions, parental access, student informa-
tion, 71 § 34H
Discipline,
Discipline concerning marriage, pregnancy
or other nonschool related activities, 71
§ 84
Teen dating violence, 71 § 2C
Discrimination, racial imbalance. 71 §§ 37C,
37D
Magnet school educational programs, 71
§§ 371, 37J
Dress and appearance of students, 71 § 83
Elementary and Secondary Education Depart-
ment, generally, this index
Emergency, closing, 71 § 4
Emergency medical care personnel, attendance
at football games. 71 § 54A
English language and grammar, notice, English
language learners program, enrollment, 71
§ 34H
Epidemic, closing, 71 § 4
Evening schools, 71 § 19
Executive committee for educational television,
71 § 13F et seq.
Expulsion,
Marriage, pregnancy or other nonschool re-
lated matters, 71 § 84
Parental access, student information, 71
§ 34H
Extraordinary weather conditions, closing, 71
§ 4
First aid, liability of teachers or employees
rendering emergency first aid or transpor-
tation to injured students, 71 § 55A
Football, interscholastic games, physicians, at-
tendance, 71 § 54A
Force and violence, teen dating violence, public
policy, discipline, 71 § 2C
Freedom of expression, students rights, 71 § 82
Graduation, prior to closing date, 71 § 4
Illnesses, parental access, student information,
71 § 34H
Independent agricultural and technical schools,
Foundation budgets, 70 § 3
School councils, 71 § 59C
Injured students, liability of teachers or em-
ployees rendering emergency first aid or
transportation, 71 § 55A
Local history and government required subject,
71 § 2
Maintenance, 71 § 4
Marriage, discipline of students, 71 § 84
Meetings, student advisory committees, 71
§ 38M
HIGH SCHOOLS OR SECONDARY
SCHOOLS—Cont'd
Military forces, recruiters, access, 71 § 88
Motor vehicle driving education, 71 § 13D
Noncustodial parents, student information, ac-
cess, 71 § 34H
Notice,
English language learners program, enroll-
ment, 71 § 34H
Parental access, student information, 71
§ 34H
Nurses, liability for rendering emergency first
aid or transportation to injured students,
71 § 55A
Out of town high schools, 71 § 6
Parents, student information, access, 71 § 34H
Physically disabled pupils, reimbursement of
town, 71 § 10
Pregnancy, discipline of students, 71 § 84
Principals, 71 § 59B
Private schools,
Ceasing operations, student records trans-
ferred, 71 § 34G
Physical examination of pupils, 71 § 57
Public policy, teen dating violence, discipline,
71 § 2C
Punishment of pupils, corporal punishment, 71
§ 37G
Racial imbalance, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Magnet school educational programs, 71
§§ 371, 37J
Records and recordation.
Parental access, student information, 71
§ 34H
Students,
Inspection, persons authorized, 71 § 34E
Maintenance, retention, duplication, stor-
age and periodic destruction, 71
§ 34D
Private schools ceasing operations, rec-
ords transferred, 71 § 34G
Reimbursement to towns, physically disabled
pupils, 71 § 10
Requested courses of study, 71 § 13
Required subjects, enumeration, 71 § 2
Rules and regulations,
Disciplinary proceedings, 71 § 37H
Smoking, 71 § 37H
Student freedom of expression, dress, disci-
pline, 71 § 85
Student handbook, 71 § 37H
Safety, education, motor vehicle driving edu-
cation, 71 § 13D
School aid, computation based on days kept
open, 71 § 4A
School committee, emergency closings, 71 § 4
School councils, 71 § 59B
School year, 71 § 4
School aid determination, 71 § 4A
Standards of organization, superintendency un-
ion, 71 § 4
State constitution, required subject, 71 § 2
State departments. Elementary and Secondary
Education Department, generally, this in-
dex
Student handbook, rules and regulations, 71
§ 37H
Student information, access, 71 § 34H
Students,
Advisory committees, 71 § 38M
Dress and appearance, 71 § 83
Freedom of expression, 71 § 82
Parental access, student information, 71
§ 34H
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HIGH SCHOOLS OR SECONDARY
SCHOOLS—Cont'd
Students—Cont'd
Records and recordation, ante
School committees, members, 71 § 38M
Superintendency union, standards, 71 § 4
Suspension,
Marriage, pregnancy or other nonschool re-
lated matters, 71 § 84
Parental access, student information, 71
§ 34H
Teen dating violence, public policy, discipline,
71 § 2C
Television programs, educational, 71 § 13F
Tests and testing, parental access, student in-
formation, 71 § 34H
Time, school year, 71 § 4
Tobacco products, rules and regulations, 71
§ 37H
Transitional bilingual program, parental access,
student information, 71 § 34H
Transportation,
Pupil attending out of town school, 71 § 6
Racial imbalance, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Tuition, nonresident pupil, 71 § 6
United States Constitution, required subject, 71
§ 2
United States flag, courses of study, 71 § 2
Violence prevention, courses of study, 71 § 1
Withdrawal, parental access, student informa-
tion, 71 § 34H
Year, school year, school aid determination, 71
§ 4A
HIGHER EDUCATION
Colleges and Universities, generally, this index
HIGHWAY FUND
Cities and Towns, this index
Distribution,
Annual estimate, amount due municipality,
58 § 25A
Notification, 58 § 18B
HIGHWAY SAFETY
Stations, school bus, 71 § 71A
HIGHWAY SURVEYORS
Abolishment of office, 41 § 63
Absence or disability, temporary surveyor, 41
§ 40
Election, 41 § 1
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Powers and duties, 41 § 62
Board of public works, 41 § 69D
Temporary appointment. 41 § 40
Termination of office, 41 § 66
HIGHWAYS AND STREETS
Abandoned or dangerous building, closing
highway to protect public, 143 § 9
Assessments, exclusion of amount required to
be assessed by cities and towns, 59 § 23
Bicycles, generally, this index
Boundaries, exterior way lines, 41 § 80
Bridges,
County agencies, report, preservation, 66
§ 8
Drains, highways, 83 8 4
Highway drains, 83 § 4
Indebtedness, municipalities, 44 § 7
Master or study plan, 41 § 81
D
Municipal agents report, preservation, 66
§ 8
Municipal indebtedness. 44 § 7
HOMESTEADS
HIGHWAYS AND STREETS—Cont'd
Bridges—Cont'd
Planning board, contents oi plan. 41 $ SID
Reports, preservation, 66 § 8
Sewers and drains, 83 § 4
Construction, 83 § 1
State agency, report, preservation. 66 § 8
Stock, taxed as personal estate, 59 § 4
Study or master plan, 41 § 81
D
Buildings, this index
City council, powers, 41 § 77
(losing, building inspector, 143 § 9
Contracts, road salt, increasing supply quantity,
30B§ 13
County agent or officer, preservation of report,
66 § 8
County commissioners, ditches and drains, 83
§ 4
( Crossings, school safety patrols, functions. 71
§ 48A
Curbs, crosswalks, slanted curbing, 83 § 25
Damages, 41 § 81
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Ditches, highway drainage, 83 § 4
Drains and drainage, 83 §§ 1, 4
Dust, sprinkling to settle dust, 40 § 16 cl seq.
Easements, turnaround, subdivision control, 41
§ 81Q
Examinations, 41 § 79
Excavations, sewers and drains, notice, 83 § 8
Exterior lines, establishing, 41 § 80
Ferries, generally, this index
( trades, planning board, contents of plan. 41
§ 811)
Lights and lighting, contracts, villages and dis-
tricts, 40 § 44
Marks, maintenance, 41 § 79
Monuments, maintenance, 41 § 79
Municipal agent or officers report, preserva-
tion. 66 § 8
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
Temporary loan, 44 § 6
New plans, 41 § 76
Notice,
County commissioners, ante
Fund, distribution, 58 § 18B
Planning board.
Municipalities without official map, duties,
41 § 811
Official map. 41 § 81E
Laying out, altering, 41 § 81H
Plan. 41 § 81D
Plans and specifications, 41 §§ 74, 75
Public ways, 41 § 77
Recordation, 41 § 78
Private Ways, generally, this index
Public Control Law, 41 § 81
Y
Railroads, this index
Records and recordation, plans and specifica-
tions, 41 § 78
Reports. Bridges, ante
Road commissioneis.
Abolishment of office procedure, 41 § 63
Election. 41 §§ I, 63
Guide posts, powers and duties, 41 § 64
Monuments, powers and duties, 41 § 64
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Penalties, 41 § 64
Powers and duties, 41 § 64
Board of public works. 41 § 69D
Sewers and drains, powers and duties, 41
§ 64
Temporary appointment, 41 § 40
HIGHWAYS AND STREETS—Cont'd
Road commissioners—Cont'd
Termination of office, 41 § 66
Road salt, contracts, 30B § 13
Salt, road salt, contracts, 30B § 13
Scenic highways and sticcts.
Cities and towns, 40 § 15C
Fines and penalties, 40 § 15C
School safety patrols, functions. 71 § 48A
Selectmen, powers. 41 $ 77
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
Sidewalks, generally, this index
Sprinkling, prevention ol dust, 40 § 16 et seq.
State agent or officers report, preservation, 66
§ 8
State aid, construction or repair, cities and
towns, 44 § 6
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Storm sewers, 83 § 4
Street sprinkling. 40 § 16 et seq.
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81
Y
Lessening congestion. 41 § 81
M
Purpose, 41 § 81
M
Solar energy systems, 41 §§ 81M, 81Q
Turnaround, way not connected with anoth-
er way, 41 § 81Q
Superintendent of streets.
Appointment, 41 § 66
Vote on petition, 41 § 21
Compensation, 41 §§ 22, 66, 67
Election, 41 § 23
Joinder of towns, 41 § 67
Oath of office, 41 § 66
Penalties, 41 § 68
Powers and duties, 41 § 68
Board of public works, 41 § 691)
Removal from office, 41 § 22
Sewers and drains, powers and duties. 41
§ 68
Sidewalks, powers and duties, 41 § 68
Vacancy in office, 41 § 22
Water or sewer department superintendent.
41 § 69
Surveyors. Highway Surveyors, generally, this
index
Surveys, 41 § 79
Temporary loan, 44 § 6
Turnaround, way not connected with another
way, Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81Q
Walls, dikes, municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
Weight of load. Traffic Rules and Regula-
tions, this index
HISTORIC LANDMARKS
Historical Sites and Property, generally, this
index
HISTORIC RESOURCES
Definitions, Massachusetts Communm Preser-
vation Act. 44B § 2
HISTORICAL COMMISSIONS
Cities and towns, 40 § 8D
Public records, 40 § 8D
HISTORICAL SITES AND PROPERTY
Certificates and certification, 40 § 8D
Community Preservation Act, 44B § 1 et seq.
Housing, this index
Preservation and maintenance, Massachusetts
Community Preservation Act, 44B § 1 et
seq.
Residential properties, rehabilitation, tax as-
sessments, phase in. 59 § 5J
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HISTORICAL SITES AND PROPERTY
—Cont'd
Tax assessments, residential property rehabili-
tation, special assessment phase in. 59
§ 5J
HISTORY
Evening schools, teaching. 71 § 18
instruction and training, 71 S 1
Lectures, employment of persons to give, 71
§ 27
Public schools, teaching. 71 §§ 1, 2
United States, evening schools, 71 § 18
HOLIDAYS
Appropriation for celebration. 40 § 9
Bunker Hill Day. 4 § 7
Christmas Day. generally, this index
City and town employees, 40 § 21A
Commemoration days, 4 § 7
Construction of statutes, legal holiday, 4 § 7
Contracts, payment day falling on. 4 § 9
Definition of statutory terms, 4 § 7
Evacuation Day, 4 § 7
Hire chiefs, compensation, 48 § 57E
Firefighters, compensation, 48 § 57A
Additional compensation or day oft 48
§ 57D
Flags, display, 71 § 69
Half holidays for city and town employees. 41
§ 110
Independence Day, generally, this index
Labor and employment, weekly payment of
wages. 149 § 148
Labor Day, generally, this index
Memorial Day, generally, this index
New Years Day, generally, this index
Patriots Day, generally, this index
Performance of acts on day after, 4 § 9
Policeman on duty, additional pay or day off,
147 § 17A
School flags, display, 71 § 69
Schools and school districts, guidelines for cele-
bration, 71 § 31
A
Statutory construction. 4 § 7
Suffolk County. 4 § 7
Sundav, this index
Thanksgiving Day. generally, this index
Town meetings. 39 § 9
Washington Day, generally, this index
Weekly payment of wages, labor and industry,
149 § 148
HOME LOANS
Mortgages, generally, this index
HOME RULE
Cities and Towns, this index
HOMELAND SECURITY
Terrorism, generally, this index
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
HOMES
Dwellings, generally, this index
Foster homes. Social Services, this index
Housing, generally, this index
Manufactured Homes and Communities, gen-
erally, this index
HOMESTEADS
Police officer killed in line of duty, tax exemp-
tion of widow, 59 § 5
HOMESTEADS
HOMESTEADS—Cont'd
Widow, police officer killed in line of duty, tax
exemption. 59 § 5
HORACE MANN CHARTER SCHOOLS
Schools and School Districts, this index
HORACE MANN TEACHERS
Designation, 71 § 38
HORIZONTAL PROPERTY
Condominiums, generally, this index
HORSE AND DOG RACING MEETINGS
Pari mutuel wagering, state share, cities and
towns, distribution, 58 § 18D
State, share of total pari mutuel wager, distri-
bution to cities or towns, 58 § 18D
Taxation, state share of total pari mutuel wa-
ger, distribution to cities or towns, 58
§ 18D
HORSES
See, also, Animals, generally, this index
Taxation,
Excise tax, 59 § 8A
Exemption, 59 § 5
HORTICULTURAL LANDS
Agricultural Land, generally, this index
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETIES
Taxation exemption, 59 § 5
HORTICULTURE
See, also, Agriculture, generally, this index
Roll back taxes, agricultural or horticultural
land, change of use, 61A §§ 13, 19
Tax assessments, 61A § 1 et seq.
HOSPITAL INSURANCE
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
HOSPITAL SERVICE CORPORATIONS
Administrative services, contracts, self insur-
ance by political subdivisions, 32B § 3A
Cities and towns, self insurance, administrative
services contracts, 32B § 3A
Counties, self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Political subdivisions, self insurance, adminis-
trative services contracts, 32B § 3A
Self insurance by political subdivisions, admin-
istrative services contracts, 32B § 3A
HOSPITALIZATION
See, also, Hospitals, generally, this index
Firemen, indemnification, 41 § 100
Police officers, indemnification, 41 § 100
HOSPITALS
See, also, Medical Attendance and Treat-
ment, this index
Acute hospitals. Hospital Service Corpora-
tions, generally, this index
County hospitals. Tuberculosis, this index
( ustodial accounts, employees, 40 § 55
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Employees,
Annuities, 40 § 55
Custodial accounts, 40 § 55
Investments, 40 § 55
Payment of wages. 149 § 148
HOSPITALS—Cont'd
Fraternal benefit societies. Insurance, this in-
dex
Hospital Service Corporations, generally, this
index
Insurance,
Accident and health insurance. Insurance,
this index
Hospital Service Corporations, generally,
this index
Investments, employees, 40 § 55
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
Mentally III Persons, generally, this index
Procurement contracts, application of law, 30B
§ 1
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Reimbursement, loss of taxes, land used for
public purposes, 58 § 13
Soldiers Homes, generally, this index
Taxation,
Land used for public purposes, loss of taxes,
reimbursement, 58 § 13
Mental diseases, exemption, 59 § 5
Valuation, buildings, reimbursement of taxes,
58 § 13
HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT
Definitions, bullying, 71 § 370
HOT PURSUIT
Arrest, 41 § 98A
HOTELS AND MOTELS
Excise taxes. Room Occupancy Excise, gener-
ally, this index
Room Occupancy Excise, generally, this index
HOURLY PAY SCALES
Policemen, overtime, 147 §§ 17B, 17C
HOURS OF LABOR
Labor and Employment, this index
HOUSE OF PUBLIC WORSHIP
Religious Organizations and Societies, general-
ly, this index
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
General Court, generally, this index
HOUSE TRAILERS
Manufactured Homes and Communities, gen-
erally, this index
HOUSEHOLD FIXTURES
Taxation, exemption, 59 § 5
HOUSES
Dwellings, generally, this index
HOUSING
See, also, Urban Renewal, generally, this
index
Abatement, taxation, 58 § 8
Actions and proceedings, smart growth zoning
districts, appeal and review, 40R § 11
Affordable housing,
Definitions, taxation, 60 § 1
Development, real estate taxes, municipal
abatement agreements, 58 § 8C
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Trust funds, 44 § 55C
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HOUSING—Cont'd
Affordable housing—Cont'd
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing plans, 40 § 60
Affordable housing trust fund, cities and towns,
44 § 55C
Appeal and review, smart growth zoning dis-
tricts, 40R § 11
Attorneys fees, smart growth zoning districts,
appeal and review, bonds (officers and
fiduciaries), 40R § 11
Authorities. Housing Authorities, generally,
this index
Betterment agreements, septic system, home
heating oil release, lead paint, 1 11 § 127B
14
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), smart growth
zoning districts, appeal and review, 40R
§ 11
Certificates and certification.
Housing development incentive program,
40V § 1 et seq.
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing zones, affordable housing, income,
40 § 60
Charities, community housing, tax exemptions,
59 § 5
Cluster developments, tax assessments, 59 § 11
Community housing, charities, tax exemptions,
59 § 5
Community Preservation Act, low and moder-
ate income housing, 44B § 1 et seq.
Condominiums, generally, this index
Construction, housing development incentive
program, 40V § 1 et seq.
Corporate excise tax, housing development in-
centive program, credits, 40V § 5
Costs, smart growth zoning districts, appeal
and review, bonds (officers and fiducia-
ries), 40R § 11
Density, smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Development,
Housing development incentive program,
40V § 1 et seq.
Housing development zones, tax exemptions,
gateway municipalities, 59 § 5M
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1 et seq.
Disasters, temporary housing assistance plans,
cities, 41 § 125
Fees, housing development incentive program,
certificates and certification, 40V § 4
Fines and penalties, violations, 40U § 1 et seq.
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
Fires and fire protection, temporary housing
assistance plans, 41 § 125
HD zones,
Housing development incentive program,
40V § let seq.
Tax exemptions, gateway municipalities. 59
§ 5M
Historical sites and property, rehabilitation,
special assessment phase in. 59 § 5J
Home heating oil release, betterment agree-
ments, 111 § 127B14
Housing development incentive program, 40V
§ 1 et seq.
Income tax—state, housing development incen-
tive program, credits, 40V § 5
Jurisdiction, smart growth zoning districts, ap-
peal and review, 40R § 1
1
Landlord and Tenant, generally, this index
Local housing authorities. Housing Authori-
ties, generally, this index
IDENTIFICATION
HOUSING—Cont'd
Low and moderate income housing.
Affordable housing trust fund, cities and
towns, 44 § 55C
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
44B § 1 et seq.
Smart growth zoning districts. 40R § 1 et
seq.
Transfer of land. 40 § ISA
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing plans, 40 § 60
Urban Redevelopment Corporations, gener-
ally, this index
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
low and moderate income housing, 44B
§ 1 et seq.
Moderate income housing. Low and moderate
income housing, generally, ante
Mortgages, generally, this index
Municipal abatement agreements, real estate
taxes, affordable housing development, 58
§ 8C
Notice, urban center housing tax increment
financing zones, sales. 40 § 60
Planned unit development, tax assessments, 59
§ 11
Planning board, master or study plan, 41 § 81D
Plans and specifications,
Housing development incentive program.
40V § 2
UCH TIF plans, urban center housing tax
increment financing plans, 40 § 60
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing plans, 40 § 60
Production, smart growth. 40R § 1 et seq.
Projects,
Housing development incentive program,
40V § 1 et seq.
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R 8 1 et
seq.
Real estate taxes, municipal abatement agree-
ments, affordable housing development, 58
§ 8C
Receivers and receiverships, premises unfit for
human habitation. 111 § 127B
Redevelopment authorities. Urban Renewal,
this index
Rehabilitation,
Historical sites and property, ante
Housing development incentive program,
40V § 1 et seq.
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing plans. 40 § 60
Reports, housing development incentive pro-
gram, 40V § 4
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Septic system inadequate, betterment agree-
ments, 111 § 127Bfc
Smart growth. 40R § 1 et seq.
School funds, costs, reimbursement, 40S § 1
et seq.
Social Services, this index
Tax credits, housing development incentive
program. 40V § 5
Tax exemptions, housing development incen-
tive program, 40V § 3; 59 § 5
Taxation,
Abatement, 58 § 8
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing plans, 40 § 60
Temporary housing assistance plans, disasters.
cities, 41 § 125
Trusts and trustees, affordable housing trust
fund, cities and towns. 44 § 55C
HOUSING—Cont'd
UCH TIF zones, urban center housing tax
increment financing zones, 40 § 60
Unfit for human habitation.
Betterment agreements. 111 § 127Bfe
Removal of occupants. HI § 127B
I Frban center housing tax increment financing
plans, 40 § 60
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, 40 § 60
Urban Redevelopment Corporations, generally,
this index
Zoning and planning, master plan, 41 § 811)
HOUSING AUTHORITIES
See, also, Urban Renewal, generally, this
index
Bid deposits, bid bonds, cash, public contracts.
30 § 39M
Boards and commissions, open meetings, pub-
lic bodies. 30A § 18 et seq.
Compensation and salaries, multiple positions,
39 § 6A
Contracts, 30 § 39M
Bid deposits, bid bonds, cash, public con-
tracts. 30 § 39M
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Special or betterment assessments, 121B § 16
HOUSING COOPERATIVES
Community preservation real estate, tax ex-
emptions, 44B § 3
Leases, tax exemptions. 59 §§ 5C, 5
Tax exemptions, 59 §§ 5C, 5
Community preservation real estate, 44B § 3
HOUSING COURTS
Definitions, 4 § 7
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, jurisdic-
tion, 111 § 127B
Sanitary code, jurisdiction to enforce. 111
§ 127B
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVE
PROGRAM
Generally, 40V § 1 et seq.
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ZONES
Definitions, housing development incentive
program, 40V § 1
Tax exemptions, gateway municipalities, 59
§ 5M
HOUSING PROJECTS
Housing, generally, this index
HUNTING
Fish and Game, generally, this index
HURRICANES
Bids, public contracts, 30 § 39M
Municipal finance, incurring liabilities in excess
of appropriation, 44 § 31
Restraining use of water. 40 § 41A
HUSBAND AND WIFE
Abuse Between Family and Household Mem-
bers, generally, this index
Adoption of Children, generally, this index
Assault and battery. Abuse Between Family
and Household Members, generally, this
index
Assessments, real property, aged persons, ex-
emption, 59 § 5
Time for application, 59 § 59; 60 § 3A
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HUSBAND AND WIFE—Cont'd
(iinies and offenses. Abuse Between Family
and Household Members, generally, this
index
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
Divorce, generally, this index
Domestic violence. Abuse Between Family
and Household Members, generally, this
index
Police, officer killed in line of duty, tax exemp-
tion of surviving spouse, 59 § 5
Restraints on personal liberty. Abuse Between
Family and Household Members, general-
ly, this index
Surviving Spouse, generally, this index
Tax assessments, aged persons, exemption, 59
§ 5
Time for application, 59 § 59; 60 § 3A
Tax assessors, documents, communications,
names, 41 §§ 34B, 38A
Taxation,
Evasion of taxes, conveyance to veteran or
family, 59 § 5
Household effects, exemption, 59 § 5
Veterans, exemption, 59 § 5
HYDRANTS
Regulation, 41 § 69B
HYDROELECTRIC COMPANIES
Tax exemption. 59 § 5
HYGIENE
See, also, Health and Sanitation, generally,
this index
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
HYPODERMIC SYRINGES, NEEDLES AND
INSTRUMENTS
Schools and school districts, insulin delivery
systems, possession, 71 § 54B
ICE AND SNOW
Appropriation for removal, 40 §§ 6C, 6D, 7
Submission to vote, 40 § 6D
Cities and Towns, this index
Fines and penalties, ordinance violations, 40
§ 21
Inspection of ice, penalty, 40 § 24
Municipal Finance, this index
Removal, 40 §§ 6C, 6D, 7
Cities and towns, fines and penalties. 40U
§ 1 et seq.
Ordinance, violations, 40 § 21
Towing motor vehicles, 40 § 22D
Sale of ice, regulation, 40 § 24
Sidewalks, this index
Skating rink, municipal borrowing, 44 § 7
Town appropriation for removal, 40 § 6C
ICE SKATING RINKS
Cities and towns, defraying costs. 40 § 5F
IDENTIFICATION
Motor Vehicles, this index
Peace officers, 41 § 98C
Police, this index
IDENTIFICATION CARDS
Police, 41 § 98D
ILLEGITIMATES
ILLEGITIMATES AND ILLEGITIMACY
PROCEEDINGS
Children Born Out of Wedlock, generally, this
index
ILLNESS
See, also, Diseases, generally, this index
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
Diseases, generally, this index
Fraternal benefit societies. Insurance, this in-
dex
Premises unfit for human habitation, order to
vacate, 111 § 127B
Pupil,
Notification of parent or guardian, 71 § 56
Sending home from school, 71 § 55A
ILLUSTRATIONS
Photographs and Pictures, generally, this index
IMMEDIATE FAMILY
Definitions, school officers and employees, 71
§ 67
IMMUNITIES
Privileges and Immunities, generally, this index
IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY
Agricultural Machinery and Equipment, gener-
ally, this index
IMPRISONMENT
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
IMPROVEMENT COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q§ 1
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS
Generally, 40 § 44
IMPROVEMENTS
Public Improvements and Public Works, gener-
ally, this index
IN SERVICE TRAINING PROGRAMS
Tax assessors, 58 § 3
INCAPACITY
Disabilities, generally, this index
INCIDENT COMMAND SYSTEM
Definitions, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
INCINERATORS
Municipal finance, 44 § 28C
Borrowing outside debt limits, 44 § 8
Solid Waste, this index
INCLOSURES
Fences, generally, this index
INCLUDIBLE COMPENSATION
Annuity contracts, city or town hospital em-
ployees, 40 § 55
Definitions, annuity contracts, 71 § 37B
INCOME
Charitable organizations, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Insurance, this index
INCOME TAX—FEDERAL
Municipal finance, bonds, excluding from gross
income, rebate, 44 § 53H
INCOME TAX—STATE
Aged persons, tax assessments, rebates, 59 § 5
Credit,
Aged persons, real estate tax or rent credit
amount, rebates, 59 § 5
Housing development incentive program,
40V § 5
Distribution, cities and towns, 58 § 25A
Estimate, amounts due municipalities, 58
§ 25A
Housing, this index
Motor vehicles, domicile and residence, 90
§ 3k
Production of books and papers, motor vehi-
cles, domicile and residence, 90 § 3fe
Real estate, aged persons, real estate credit
amount, rebates, 59 § 5
Rebates, aged persons, tax assessments, 59 § 5
Records and recordation, motor vehicles, dom-
icile and residence, 90 § 3fe
Retirement and pensions, exemption, 59 § 5
INCOMPETENCY
Guardian and Ward, generally, this index
Mentally 111 Persons, generally, this index
INCUMBRANCES
Liens and Incumbrances, generally, this index
INDEBTEDNESS
See, also, Loans, generally, this index
Bankruptcy, generally, this index
Cities and towns. Municipal Finance, this in-
dex
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Educational collaborative programs. 40 § 4E
Extended school services, children of employed
mothers, debt limit of towns, anticipation
of federal funds, 71 § 26D
Insurance, this index
Limitation,
Beach districts, 40 § 12D
City, 44 § 10
Special laws, construction, 4 § 8
Mortgages, generally, this index
Municipal Finance, this index
Premises unfit for human habitation, 111
§ 127B
Regional planning districts, 44 § 28B
Regional police districts, powers, 41 § 99E
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Apportionment, 40 § 44H
Regional school districts, approval by voters, 71
§§ 14D, 16
School buildings and grounds, application of
law, 70B § 6
Vocational regional school districts, approval
by voters, 71 § 16
INDEMNITY
Cities and Towns, this index
Districts, this index
Emergency medical technicians, injuries, 41
§ 111N
Firefighters, injuries, 41 §§ 100, 11 IF
Motor Vehicles, this index
Mutual aid,
Public safety, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Officers and employees, 41 § 100 et seq.
Peace officers, dogs, 41 § 100H
Police, this index
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
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INDEMNITY—Cont'd
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
School buildings and grounds, school building
assistance program, 70B § 3
Sureties and Suretyship, generally, this index
INDEPENDENCE DAY
Fire department officials, holiday pay, 48
§ 57E
Firemen on duty, additional pay or day off, 48
§§ 57A, 57D
Holiday, policeman on duty, additional pay or
day off, 147 § 17A
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
INDEPENDENT AGRICULTURAL AND
TECHNICAL SCHOOLS
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this index
INDEPENDENT FOSTER HOMES
Foster homes. Social Services, this index
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
Physical examination of pupils, 71 § 57
INDEXES
Cities and towns, subject matter of contracts,
41 § 17
Town clerks, instruments recorded, 41 § 15
INDICTMENTS AND COMPLAINTS
Arrest, generally, this index
Fines and forfeitures, town bylaw violation, 40
§ 21
Town bylaws, penalty for violation, 40 § 21
INDIGENT PERSONS
Disclosure, names, benefits, 40 § 51
Exemption from taxation, 59 § 5
Medical care and assistance. Social Services,
this index
Mentally 111 Persons, this index
Names, disclosure prohibited, 40 § 51
Public welfare. Social Services, generally, this
index
Social Services, generally, this index
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Taxpayer, abatement of uncollectible taxes, 59
§ 71
INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS
City and town officers and employees, payroll
deductions, 44 § 67A
INDIVIDUAL TAXPAYER RECEIVABLE
Definitions, transfers, 60 § 2C
INDORSEMENTS
Subdivision control, plan, 41 § 81V
INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS
Waste water treatment facility, 83 § 1
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCING
AUTHORITIES
Exceeding debt limit, 44 § 8
Municipal finance, exceeding debt limitation,
44 § 8
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, this
index
INDUSTRIAL DRAWING
Evening schools, free hand and mechanical, 71
§ 18
INSURANCE
INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION
Vocational Education, generally, this index
INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS
Vocational Education, generally, this index
INDUSTRY
Labor and Employment, generally, this index
INFANTS
Children and Minors, generally, this index
INFECTIOUS DISEASES
Diseases, generally, this index
INFIRM PERSONS
Aged Persons, generally, this index
INFIRMARIES
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use. Const. Amend. Art. 18
INFLAMMABLES
Fires and Fire Protection, this index
INFLATION FACTOR
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
INFORMATION
Confidential or Privileged Information, gener-
ally, this index
Nonpolitical municipal informational materials,
including in tax bill envelopes, 60 § 3A
Tax Assessors, this index
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Computers, generally, this index
INFRACTIONS
Motor Vehicles, this index
INHABITANTS
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
INHERITANCE
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
Wills, generally, this index
INITLVITVE AND REFERENDUM
Ballots, notice, time, 54 § 42C
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 8A
Notice, ballot questions, time, 54 § 42C
Optional forms of municipal administration,
rescinding, 43C § 9
Statutory construction. 4 § 6
Time, notice, questions, 54 § 42C
INJUNCTIONS
Cities and towns,
Community preservation property damage.
44B§ 15
Illegal appropriations. 40 § 53
City collector of taxes, defense. 41 § 43A
City treasurers, defense, 41 § 43A
Foreign Corporations, this index
Health board, premises unfit for human habi-
tation, 111 § 127B
Lakes and ponds, wetlands, protection, 131
§ 40
Lowlands and swamps, wetlands, protection,
131 § 40
Planning board, 41 § 81B
Premises unfit for human habitation. Ill
§ 127B
INJUNCTIONS—Cont'd
Public records, compelling delivery to custodi-
an, 66 § 13
Rivers and streams, wetlands, protection, 131
§ 40
Sewers and drains, unlawful use, 83 § 13
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81Y
Taxation, this index
Town collector of taxes, defense, 41 § 43A
Town treasurer, defense, 41 § 43A
Waters and waterways, wetlands, protection,
131 § 40
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
INJURY ON PROPERTY
Highway ditches and drains, construction,
maintenance and repair, 83 § 4
INLAND FISHERIES AND GAME FUND
Fish and Game, this index
INLAND WATERS
Waters and Watercourses, generally, this index
INLAND WETLANDS
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
INMATES
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
INSANE PERSONS
Mentally III Persons, generally, this index
INSECT PEST CONTROL BUREAU
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
INSECTS AND INSECT PESTS
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
Superintendent, office of lands and natural re-
sources, cities and towns, 41 § 69G
INSOLVENCY
See, also, Bankruptcy, generally, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
Taxpayer,
Abatement of uncollectible taxes, 59 § 71
Action for collection of tax. 60 § 36
INSPECTIONS AND INSPECTORS
Accounts, municipalities, 44 § 46A
Agricultural land, taxation, residential, industri-
al or commercial use, conversion, 61A
§ 14
Appellate tax board, property before hearing
petition for abatement of tax, 58A § 8A
Building Inspectors, generally, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
City auditor, account, 41 § 52
Contracts, municipal light commission. 164
§ 56C
Dwellings unfit for human habitation. 111
§ 127B et seq.
Financial transactions, municipalities, 44 § 46A
Firearms records bureau, records, 66 § 10
Forests and Forestry, this index
Health inspector, 41 §§ 102A, 102
Cities and towns, 41 § 102 et seq.
Municipal light commission, contracts, 164
§ 56C
Municipal lighting plants, books and accounts.
164 § 56
Records and Recordation, this index
Recreational land, taxation, conversion, resi-
dential, industrial or commercial use, 61B
§ 9
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INSPECTIONS AND INSPECTORS—Cont'd
Schools and School Districts, tins index
Selectmen, accounts, 41 § 52
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Tax Assessors, this index
Taxation, this index
Unoccupied buildings located on land taken for
nonpayment of taxes, 60 § 81A
INSTALLMENTS
Taxation, redemption, 60 § 62
INSTRUCTION AND INSTRUCTORS
Citizens and citizenship, 71 § 1
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS TRUST
FUND
Schools and school districts. 71 § 20A
INSULIN
Schools and school districts, delivery systems.
possession, 71 § 54B
INSURANCE
Accident and health insurance,
Claims, trust funds, 32B § 3A
Dental Service Corporations, generally, this
index
Group insurance,
Dental coverage, public officers and em-
ployees, 32B § 1 et seq.
1 lealth and welfare trust funds, 32B § 15
Restrictions, premium payment, political
subdivisions, 32B § 15
Trust funds, health and welfare trust fund,
32B§ 15
Hospital Service Corporations, generally,
this index
Medical Service Plans and Corporations,
generally, this index
State Officers and Employees, this index
Tax exemptions, fraternal societies operating
under lodge system, 59 § 5
Address. Life insurance, post
Annuities,
Authorized annuity insurer, 71 § 37B
Educational institutions, employees, 71
§ 37B
Hospital employees, 40 § 55
Municipal employees, deferred compensa-
tion program, 44 § 67
Pension or endowment associations, exemp-
tion of property, 59 § 5
Reduction in employee salary by school
committee. 71 § 43
School committee agreement to purchase, 71
§ 37B
Vocational school board of trustees, agree-
ment to purchase for employees, 71
§ 37B
Vocational school employees, 71 § 37B
Automobile insurance. Motor Vehicle Insur-
ance, generally, this index
Bids, municipal employee deferred compensa-
tion program investments, 44 § 67
Cash surrender value. Life insurance, post
Casualty insurance. Fire insurance, generally,
post
Cities and Towns, this index
Claims,
Accident and health insurance, ante
Fire insurance, post
Counties, this index
Dental insurance. Dental Service Corpora-
tions, generally, this index
INSURANCE
INSURANCE—Cont'd
Dental Service Corporations, generally, this in-
dex
Districts, this index
Dwellings. Fire insurance, generally, post
Endowment insurance, taxation, exemption of
property, 59 § 5
Excise taxes. Taxation, generally, post
Exemptions. Fraternal benefit societies, post
Fire insurance,
Certificates of liens, municipal claims pay-
ment, priority, 175 § 97A
Cities and Towns, this index
Claims,
Payment, damage to buildings, prior no-
tice to local authorities, 139 § 3B
Priority of municipal liens, 175 § 97A
Districts, disposition of proceeds, 44 § 53
Liens, payment of claims, damage to build-
ings, prior notice to state or local au-
thorities, 139 § 3B
Mortgages, municipal liens, priorities, 175
§ 97A
Municipal borrowing, premiums, 44 § 7
Notice, payment of claims, damage to build-
ings, state or local authorities, 139 § 3B
Payment of claims, damage to buildings, pri-
or notice to state or local authorities,
139 § 3B
Payment of proceeds,
Municipal liens, priority, 175 § 97A
Priority, 175 § 97A
Priorities, payment of proceeds, municipal
liens, 175 § 97A
Tax liens, cities and towns, priorities, 175
§ 97A
Fraternal benefit societies,
Exemptions, taxation, personal property, 59
§ 5
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Fraternal societies operating under lodge sys-
tem, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Group insurance, 32B § 1 et seq.
Accident and health insurance, ante
County Officers and Employees, this index
Dental coverage, public officers and employ-
ees, 32B § 1 et seq.
Dividends, this index
Public Officers and Employees, this index
Group life insurance. Life insurance, post
Health insurance. Accident and health insur-
ance, generally, ante
Homeowners insurance. Fire insurance, gen-
erally, ante
Hospital Service Corporations, generally, this
index
Housing. Fire insurance, generally, ante
Income, schoolteachers, protection, premiums,
payroll deductions, 180 § 17D
Indebtedness,
Cities and towns, securing, 44 § 22C
Districts, securing, 44 § 22C
Liability insurance,
Accident and health insurance, generally,
ante
Automobiles. Motor Vehicle Insurance,
generally, this index
Life insurance, generally, post
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this in-
dex
Police chiefs, contracts, 41 § 1080
Life insurance,
Annuities, generally, ante
County Officers and Employees, this index
INSURANCE—Cont'd
Life insurance—Cont'd
Fraternal benefit societies, operating under
lodge system, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Group life insurance, public officers and em-
ployees, 32B § 1 et seq.
Retired employees, extension, 32B § 9
Municipal employees, payroll deductions,
deferred compensation program, 44
§ 67
Medical attendance and treatment,
Accident and health insurance, generally,
ante
Dental Service Corporations, generally, this
index
Hospital Service Corporations, generally,
this index
Medical Service Plans and Corporations,
generally, this index
Medical expenses. Accident and health insur-
ance, generally, ante
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
Municipal buildings insurance fund, 40 § 13
Municipal employee deferred compensation
program, investments, 44 § 67
Municipal finance,
Bonds, 44 § 22A
Securing indebtedness, 44 § 22C
Mutual aid, public works municipal mutual aid,
40 § 4K
No fault insurance. Motor Vehicle Insurance,
generally, this index
Notice. Fire insurance, ante
Physicians and surgeons. Accident and health
insurance, generally, ante
Police, this index
Property insurance. Fire insurance, generally,
ante
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Renewal. Fire insurance, ante
Rent. Life insurance, ante
School buildings and grounds, school building
assistance program, 70B § 3
Schoolteachers, income protection, premiums,
payroll deductions, 180 § 17D
Self insurance. Workers Compensation, this
index
Sickness. Accident and health insurance, gen-
erally, ante
Smoke or smudge. Fire insurance, generally,
ante
Taxation,
Demand by municipal purchaser that owner
of record take action to protect proper-
ty, 60 § 50A
Fraternal benefit societies, exemptions, 59
§ 5
Nonlife companies, rate, 60 § 22
Teachers, income protection insurance, payroll
deductions for premiums, 180 § 17D
Workers Compensation, this index
INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
INTANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5
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INTELLIGENCE TESTS
Group tests, scores, removal from student rec-
ords, 71 § 87
INTENTIONAL VIOLATIONS
Definitions, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18
INTEREST
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, this index
Agricultural land, roll back taxes, 61A § 13
Betterment assessments, 80 § 13
Deferral and recovery agreements, 80 § 13B
Buildings, nuisances, removal by city, expenses,
139 § 3A
Cities and Towns, this index
Districts, grants and gifts, 44 § 53A
Excise taxes, 59 § 8A
Extension of time, special or betterment assess-
ments, payment, 80 § 13A
Firemen indemnification, actions to enforce lia-
bility, 41 §§ 100, 11 IF
Forests and Forestry, this index
Incapacitating emergency medical technicians,
compensation while on leave, 41 § 111M
Liens, repair of premises, local health boards,
111 § 127B
Local taxation payment with bad check, penalty
charge, 60 § 57A
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Municipal securities, 44 § 22
Personal property taxes, unpaid bills, 59 § 57B
Police indemnification, actions to enforce lia-
bility, 41 §§ 100, 111F
Railroad aid, indebtedness, 44 § 57
Reapportionment, special or betterment assess-
ments, 80 § 13
Recreational land, roll back taxes, 61B § 8
School building assistance program, bonds, 70B
§ 3B
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Stabilization fund, 40 § 5B
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, this index
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Taxation, this index
Water charges, 59 § 57
Water supply, deferred water charges, 40 § 42J
INTERMENTS
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE
Statements, amount of tax deducted and with-
held, 58 § 28B
Withholding, public officers and employees, 58
§ 28A
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Schools and school districts, courses of study,
71 § 1
INTERNET
Bullying, cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Cities and Towns, this index
Cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Public improvements and public works, notice,
lowest price quotation, 149 § 44A
INTERNS
Tax assessors, intern training program. 58 § 3
JURY
INTERROGATORIES
Betterment, or special assessments, abatement
petition, 80 § 9
Special or betterment assessments, 80 § 9
INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE
Excise tax on ships and vessels engaged in, 59
§ 8
Tax assessments, machinery and equipment,
apportionment, 59 § 18
INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
INTESTACY
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
INTIMIDATION
Terrorism, generally, this index
INVESTED REVENUE DISTRICT DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAMS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
INVESTED REVENUE DISTRICTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
INVESTMENT COMPANIES
Investments, generally, this index
INVESTMENT SECURITIES
See, also, Securities, generally, this index
School building assistance program, bonds, 70B
§ 3B
INVESTMENTS
Affordable housing trust fund, 44 § 55C
Cemeteries, gifts and bequests, 114 § 25
Cemetery perpetual care funds. 44 § 54
Cities and Towns, this index
City treasurers, 41 § 46
Community preservation fund proceeds. 44B
§ 7
Development districts,
Bonds, cities and towns, 40Q § 4
Cities and towns. 40Q § 2
Districts, this index
Health care claims trust funds, political subdivi-
sions, 32B § 3A
Hospitals, employees, 40 § 55
Municipal Finance, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Municipal trust funds. 44 § 54
Political subdivisions, health care claims trust
funds, 32B § 3A
Regional school districts. 44 § 55B
Retirement and Pensions, this index
School building assistance program, bonds. 70B
§ 3B
School buildings and grounds, school building
assistance program, 70B § 3
Schools and school districts, regional school
districts, 44 § 55B
Securities, generally, this index
Stabilization funds. 40 § 5B
State Treasury, this index
Town treasurer, 41 § 46
INVITATION FOR BIDS
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
ISSUE
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR VETERANS
Leases from cities and towns, 40 § 9
JAILS
See, also, Correctional Institutions, general-
ly, this index
Electronic audio systems and security devices
and bar structure protective coverings, 40
§ 36B
Inspection and inspectors, security checks, 40
§ 36B
Keeper, security checks, requirement, 40 § 36B
Records and recordation, security checks, 40
§ 36B
Security checks, requirements, 40 § 36B
Suicide, lockup detainees, 40 § 36A
JANITORS
School Officers and Employees, this index
JETTIES
Cities and towns, indebtedness, 44 § 7
JEWELS AND JEWELRY
Exemptions, taxation, 59 § 5
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
JEWISH FAITH
Tax exemption, rabbi residence, 59 § 5
JOB TRAINING
Vocational Education, generally, this index
JOINT AUTHORITY
Statutory construction, 4 § 6
JOINT COMMITTEES
Union school districts, employment of superin-
tendents, 71 § 63
JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS ACT
Generally, 40 § 4A
JOINT LABOR MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
Generally, St. 1987, c. 589
JOINT MAINTENANCE
Junior college course of instruction, schools, 71
§ 77
JOINT PURCHASES
State and political subdivisions, 7 §§ 22A, 22B
JOINT TENANCY
Blind person, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Condominiums, generally, this index
Lien of cotenant paying tax, 60 §§ 85, 86
Partition, generally, this index
Personal property, taxation. 59 § 18
JUDGES AND JUSTICES
Appeals Court, this index
Confidential or privileged information.
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure. 66 § 10
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, famil)
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Justices of the Peace, generally, this index
Records and recordation,
family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure. 66 § 10
Superior Court, generally, this index
Supreme Judicial Court, this index
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JUDGMENTS AND DECREES
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
City collector of taxes, 41 § 43A
( it\ treasurers, 41 § 43A
Costs, generally, this index
Credits to collector for judgments rendered in
favor of city or town, 60 § 95
Damages, generally, this index
Excess, tax is more than partial payment, 60
§ 22
Execution, generally, this index
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
Title to low value lands held by municipality
under tax titles, 60 § 80B
Town collector of taxes, 41 § 43A
Town treasurer, 41 § 43A
JUDICATORIES
Courts, generally, this index
JUDICIAL BRANCH
Courts, generally, this index
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
Courts, generally, this index
JUDICIAL NOTICE
Charter and charter amendments, Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
JUDICIAL REVIEW
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
JUDICIAL SALES
Tax Sales, generally, this index
JULY FOURTH
Independence Day, generally, this index
JUNE SEVENTEENTH
Legal holiday, Suffolk County, 4 § 7
JUNIOR COLLEGES
Colleges and Universities, this index
JURISDICTION
Appeals board, building permit. 41 § 81Z
Appeals Court, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Constables, 41 § 95
Land Court, this index
Public records, compelling delivery to custodi-
an, 66 § 13
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and re-
view, 40R § 11
Subdivision appeals board, 41 § 81
K
Subdivision Control Law, land court. 41
§ 81 FF
Superior Court, this index
Supreme Judicial Court, this index
Zoning and Planning, this index
JURY
Betterment or special assessments, abatement
petition, 80 § 9
City and town employees, 234 § IB
Compensation and salaries, city and town em-
ployees, 234 § 1
B
Foreclosure of rights of redemption, tax title,
60 § 71
Grand Jury, generally, this index
I ists. report, 40 § 49
Service of process, compensation, municipal
personnel, 234 § IB
Special or betterment assessments. 80 § 9
JUSTICES
JUSTICES
Judges and Justices, generally, this index
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
Administration of oath to list furnished asses-
sor, 59 § 31
Town meeting,
Calling, 39 §§ 11,12
Presiding, 39 § 14
JUVENILE COURT
Definitions, 4 § 7
KEEPER
Dogs, this index
Jails, this index
KENNEDY, JOHN FITZGERALD
Birthday, commemoration day, 4 § 7
KENNELS
Dogs, this index
KINDERGARTEN
Schools and School Districts, this index
KITS
Rape investigations, standardized investigation
kits, 41 § 97B
KLACKERS
Weapons, generally, this index
KNIVES
Weapons, generally, this index
KOREAN WAR
See, also, Veterans, generally, this index
High schools or secondary schools, veterans,
diplomas, 71 § 4
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
LABELS
Brands, Marks and Labels, generally, this index
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT
Absence and Absentees, generally, this index
Administrative employees, payment of wages,
149 § 148
Bimonthly payment of compensation, 149
§ 148
Biweekly payment of compensation, 149 § 148
Boards and commissions, payment, 149 § 148
Boston, weekly payment of wages. 149 § 148
Buildings, generally, this index
Charitable institutions, payment of wages, 149
§ 148
Check payment, cashing facilities, 149 § 148
Collective bargaining. Labor Relations and
Disputes, this index
Compensation and salaries,
Biweekly payments, employees included, 149
§ 148
Casual employees, 149 § 148
Semimonthly payments, employees included,
149 § 148
Weekly payment of wages, generally, post
Cooperative associations, payment of wages,
149 § 148
Corporations, generally, this index
County Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
Crimes and offenses, weekly payment of wages,
149 § 148
Damages, generally, this index
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT—Cont'd
Demand, payment of wages, absent employee,
149 § 148
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Discharge, employee, weekly payment of
wages, 149 § 148
Discrimination In Employment, generally, this
index
Disputes. Labor Relations and Disputes, gen-
erally, this index
Domestic Service or Work, generally, this index
Draft payment of wages, cashing facilities, 149
§ 148
Economic opportunity areas, designation, 23A
§ 3E
Eight hour day. Hours of labor, post
Emergencies, cities and towns, exemptions, 149
§ 33A
Executives, payment of wages, 149 § 148
Exemptions,
Hours of labor, generally, post
Weekly payment of wages, 149 § 148
Factories. Manufacturers and Manufacturing,
generally, this index
Five day work week. Hours of labor, post
Forty hour work week. Hours of labor, post
Holidays, this index
Hours of labor,
Cities and Towns, this index
Eight hour day, forty hour week, cities and
towns, 149 § 33B
Five day work week,
Cities and towns, 149 § 33A
Police, overtime, 147 §§ 17B, 17C
Forty hour work week, 149 § 33B
Five day, cities and towns, 149 § 33A
Policemen, overtime, 147 §§ 17B, 17C
Plan E cities, 149 § 33A et seq.
Housing, generally, this index
Income Tax—State, generally, this index
Joint labor management council, St. 1987, c.
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Labor Organizations, generally, this index
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, this
index
Labor unions. Labor Organizations, generally,
this index
Machinery and Equipment, generally, this in-
dex
Manufacturers and Manufacturing, generally,
this index
Mechanics and laborers, weekly payment of
wages, 149 § 148
Minimum Wages, generally, this index
Open meetings, executive sessions, public bod-
ies, 30A § 21
Parlor car corporation employees, payment of
wages, 149 § 148
Penal institution employees, payment of wages,
149 § 148
Police, appointment, 41 § 133
Printers and Printing, generally, this index
Professional employees, payment of wages, 149
§ 148
Quitting employment, weekly payment of
wages, 149 § 148
Railroads, generally, this index
Research, development and industrial commis-
sion, 40 § 8A
Retirement and Pensions, generally, this index
Salaries. Compensation and salaries, general-
ly, ante
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LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT—Cont'd
School bus drivers, schedule of wage rates, 71
§ 7A
Semimonthly payment of compensation, em-
ployees included, 149 § 148
Sleeping car corporation employees, payment
of wages, 149 § 148
State Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
Strikes. Labor Relations and Disputes, gener-
ally, this index
Tax increment financing, 40 § 59
Transportation, generally, this index
Unions. Labor Organizations, generally, this
index
Vacations, weekly payment of wages, 149 § 148
Veterans, preference, 41 § 112
Vocational Education, generally, this index
Wages,
Compensation and salaries, generally, ante
Weekly payment of wages, generally, post
Weekly payment of wages, 149 § 148 et seq.
Absent employee, demand payment, 149
§ 148
Administrative employees, 149 § 148
Boston, 149 § 148
Cashing facilities, 149 § 148
Casual employees, 149 § 148
Charitable institutions, 149 § 148
Check stubs, pay slips, 149 § 148
Checks, cashing facilities, 149 § 148
Commissions, 149 § 148
Commonwealth employees, 149 § 148
Contract, exemption, 149 § 148
Cooperative associations, 149 § 148
Crimes and offenses, 149 § 148
Demand payment, absent employee, 149
§ 148
Discharged employee, 149 § 148
Draft, cashing facilities, 149 § 148
Executives, 149 § 148
Exemption by contract, 149 § 148
Fines and penalties, 149 § 148
Holiday payments, 149 § 148
Hospital employees, 149 § 148
Laborers of commonwealth, 149 § 148
Mechanics of commonwealth, 149 § 148
Parlor car corporation employees, 149 § 148
Pay slips, check stubs. 149 § 148
Penal institutions, 149 § 148
Professional employees, 149 § 148
Quitting employment, 149 § 148
Railroad employees, 149 § 148
Sleeping car corporation employees, 149
§ 148
Vacation payments, 149 § 148
Voluntarily leaving employment, 149 § 148
Workers Compensation, generally, this index
LABOR AND WORKFORCE DEVELOP-
MENT, EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, this
index
Labor unions. Labor Organizations, generally,
this index
Treasury unit employees. Civil Service, gener-
ally, this index
Unions. Labor Organizations, generally, this
index
Weights and Measures, generally, this index
LABOR DAY
Fire chiefs on duty, additional pay, 48 § 57E
LAWS
LABOR DAY—Cont'd
Firemen on duty, additional pay or day oil. 48
§ 57D
Holiday, policeman on duty, additional pa\ cm
day off, 147 § 17A
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
LABOR DISPUTES
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, I his
index
LABOR ORGANIZATIONS
Collective bargaining. Labor Relations and
Disputes, this index
Contracts, collective bargaining. Labor Rela-
tions and Disputes, this index
County officers and employees, payroll deduc-
tion, dues. 180 § 17A
Disputes. Labor Relations and Disputes, gen-
erally, this index
Dues, payroll deductions for county, municipal
or state employees, 180 § 17A
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, this
index
Municipal officers and employees, payroll de-
duction, dues, 180 § 17A
Payroll deductions, union dues, 180 § 17A
Police, this index
Schoolteachers, payroll deductions, 180 § 17C
State Officers and Employees, this index
Strikes. Labor Relations and Disputes, gener-
ally, this index
Teachers, deductions, pay roll schedules, 180
§ 17C
LABOR RELATIONS AND DISPUTES
Appropriations, public employees, collective
bargaining, expenses and expenditures,
150E § 7
Arbitration and award. Minimum Wages, gen-
erally, this index
Collective bargaining,
Domicile and residence, policemen and fire-
men, 41 § 99A
Length of term, 150E § 7
Regional school districts, 180 § 171)
School Officers and Employees, this index
Service fees, collective bargaining agencies,
payroll deductions, 180 § 17G
Domicile and residence, police and firemen. 41
§ 99A
Firefighters, domicile and residence. 41 § 99A
Minimum Wages, generally, this index
Open meetings, public bodies, executive ses-
sions, 30A § 21
Police, domicile and residence, 41 § 99A
Public employees.
Appropriations, collective bargaining, ex-
penses and expenditures. 150E § 7
Collective bargaining.
Agreements, length of term, 150E § 7
Appropriations, expenses and expendi-
tures. 150E § 7
Domicile and residence, police and firefight-
ers, 41 § 99A
Negotiations, application of law, 150E § 7
Schools and school districts, employment of
legal counsel, 71 § 37E
Schoolteachers, income protection insurance,
premiums, payroll deductions. 180 § 17D
Transportation department, collective bargain-
ing. 150E § 7
Wage Payment Act. 149 § 148 et seq.
LABOR RELATIONS REPRESENTATIVE
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
LABOR UNIONS
Labor Organizations, generally, this index
LABORATORIES
Eye protective devices, school classes, 71 § 55C
LABORERS
Labor and Employment, generally, this index
LAFAYETTE
( ommemoration day, 4 § 7
LAKES AND PONDS
Alteration of courses, wetlands bordering, pro-
tection, 131 § 40
Dredging, wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Filling, wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Fish and Game, generally, this index
Injunction, damaging wetlands. 131 § 40
Sewers and drains, pollution, 83 §§ 6, 7
Tax assessments, watershed protection, cities
and towns, payments to, 59 § 5H
Water Pollution, generally, this index
Watershed Management, generally, this index
Wetlands bordering, protection, 131 § 40
LAMPS
Lights and Lighting, generally, this index
LAND
Real Estate, generally, this index
LAND COURT
Appropriations, foreclosure of tax titles in, 60
§ 50B
Definitions, 4 § 7
Execution, generally, this index
Fees, certificates and certification, taxation,
discharging, 60 § 23
Jurisdiction, Subdivision Control Law, 41
§§ 81BB, 81Y
Petitions,
Establish title to low value lands held by
municipality under tax title, 60 § SOB
Foreclosure of right of redemption under tax
title, 60 §§ 76A. 76
Practice and procedure.
Petition to establish title to low value lands
held by municipality under tax title. 60
§ SOB
Redemption proceedings, 60 § 75
Recorders, subdivision plans, 41 § 81X
Subdivision Control Law, jurisdiction, 41
§ 81FF
Subdivision plans, 41 § 81X
Tax Sales, this index
Tax Titles, this index
Taxation, certificate discharging real estate
from certain taxes and assessments, re-
cording. 60 § 23
Zoning and planning, jurisdiction, planning
boards. 41 §§ 81B, 81V
LAND IN AGRICULTURAL USE
Definitions, taxation, 61A § 1
LAND IN HORTICULTURAL USE
Definitions, taxation, 61A § 2
LANDFILLS
See, also. Solid Waste, generally, this index
Closure, municipal financing, 44 § 28C
1-71
LANDFILLS—Com d
(losure, municipal financing—Cont'd
Borrowing outside debt limits. 44 § 8
Financing, municipalities, 44 § 28C
Borrowing outside debt limits, 44 § S
Leases, municipally owned landfills, private op-
eration, 44 § 28C
Municipal indebtedness, opening and closing
areas, 44 § 7
Recycling, municipalities or districts, 40 § 8H
Taxation, 16 § 24A
LANDING FIELDS
Airports and Landing Fields, generally, this
index
LANDING PLACES
Waters and Watercourses, this index
LANDLORD AND TENANT
See, also.
Leases, generally, this index
Rent, generally, this index
Actions and proceedings, contract, sewer rate
and charges, 83 § 16F
Delinquent water charges, recovery, 40 § 42F
Joint Tenancy, generally, this index
Liens and incumbrances, water charges, recov-
40 § 42F
Rent, generally, this index
Sewer rates and charges, 83 § 161
Special or betterment assessments, rights and
remedies, 80 § 11
I axation, real estate returns, 59 § 381)
Oaths and affirmations, 59 § 38E
Taxes paid by tenant,
Application for abatement, 59 § 59
I ien on interest of cotenant, 60 §§ 85, 86
Retaining or recovering out of rent, 59
§ 12C
Wiui supply, delinquent charges, recovery, 40
§ 42F
LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES, OF-
FICES OF
Cities and towns, 41 S 69G
LANGUAGE
Schools and School Districts, this index
LARCENY
Cities and towns, losses paid from municipal
buildings insurance fund, 40 § 13
Motor Vehicles, this index
Trailers, excise tax abatement. 60A § 1
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES
Funds, controlled substances forfeitures, depos-
its. 94C § 47
Public safety mutual aid. 40 § 4J
LAW ENFORCEMENT COUN( II
Definitions, public safety mutual aid. 40 § 4,1
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
Peace Officers, generally, this index
Police, generally, this index
Public safety mutual aid. 40 § 4J
Sheriffs, generally, this index
LAW SCHOOLS
Career incentive pay program. 41 § 108L
LAWS
Statutes, generally, this index
LAWYERS
LAWYERS
Attorneys, generally, this index
LEAD POISONING
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, paint
removal, betterment agreements, 111
§ 127Bk
Paint removal, betterment agreements, 111
§ 127B!A
Premises unfit for human habitation, paint re-
moval, betterment agreements, 111
§ 12Wh
Residential premises, betterment agreements,
paint removal, 111 § 127B 1/;
Tax assessments—special, paint removal, bet-
terment agreements, 111 § 127Bfc
LEASES
See, also,
Landlord and Tenant, generally, this in-
dex
Rent, generally, this index
Abandoned or dangerous building, refusal to
make safe, 143 § 9
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Beach districts, concessions. 40 § 12G
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Definitions, motor vehicles, surcharge, 90
§ 20E
Detectives, clothing, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Educational collaborative boards, powers and
duties, 40 § 4E
Executive committee, educational television, 71
§ 131
Housing, generally, this index
Landfills, municipally owned, private operation,
44 § 28C
Landing places, 88 § 14
Motor Vehicles, this index
Off street parking areas, 40 § 22B
Property acquired by foreclosure of tax titles,
60 § 77B
Public buildings, cities and towns, 40 § 3
Public lands, nonpublic use, taxation, 59 § 2B
Regional refuse disposal districts, disposal fa-
cilities, 40 § 44J
Regional school districts, 71 § 16
Rent, generally, this index
School Buildings and Grounds, this index
Solid waste disposal facilities, municipally
owned, private operation, 44 § 28C
State, this index
Tax assessments, buildings erected on lands
leased by state individuals, 59 § 1
1
Tax exemption, public purpose, 59 § 2B
Taxation,
Municipality, property acquired by foreclo-
sure of tax title, 60 § 77B
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
United States, this index
University of Massachusetts. Colleges and
Universities, this index
Veterans organizations, 40 § 9
Vietnam era veterans association, cities and
towns, 40 § 9
Water supply works, lease of unneeded land,
40 § 15B
LEATHER
Fire prevention, 148 § 5
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Emergency medical technicians, incapacitation.
41 § 111M
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Police chiefs, contracts, 41 § 1080
Police officer, incapacitated, 41 § 111F
School officers and employees, 71 §§ 41A, 41B
Schools and School Districts, this index
LEBANESE PEACE KEEPING FORCE VET-
ERAN
Definitions,
Benefits, 4 § 7
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
LECTURES
School committee, employment of lecturers, 71
§ 27
Schools, natural sciences, history, 71 § 27
LEG AMPUTEE
Motor vehicles, excise tax exemption, 60A § 1
LEGACIES AND LEGATEES
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
LEGACY AND SUCCESSION TAXES
Assessments, entry, violations, penalties, 59
§ 94
Collection, tax against estate, 60 § 36
LEGAL HOLIDAYS
Holidays, generally, this index
LEGAL INVESTMENTS
Investments, generally, this index
LEGISLATD7E BODY
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
LEGISLATURE
General Court, generally, this index
LEGS
Disabled veterans, motor vehicle excise tax ex-
emption, 60A § 1
LESSEE
Leases, generally, this index
LETTER RULINGS
Open meetings, 30A § 25
LETTERS AND OTHER CORRESPON-
DENCE
Advertisements, generally, this index
LETTERS OF CREDIT
Municipal finance, securing indebtedness, 44
§ 22C
LEVY
Execution, generally, this index
Exemption, state treasury payments, amounts
due or overdue on municipal, district, or
regional school district bonds, 44 § 19A
LIABILITY INSURANCE
Insurance, this index
LIBRARIANS
Certificates and certification,
Issued by board of education, 71 § 38G
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LIBRARIANS—Con t'd
Certificates and certification—Cont'd
Standard for granting, 71 § 38G
School Officers and Employees, this index
Tenure, 71 § 38H
LIBRARIES
Agricultural societies, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Appropriations, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Books and papers,
Contracts, bids and bidding, 30B § 7
Loaning to nonresident, 78 § 8
Dog fund, expenditures of refunds, 140 § 172
Election, trustees, 78 § 10
Librarians, generally, this index
Loan of books, nonresident, 78 § 8
Nonresidents, books loaned to, 78 § 8
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Public records, registration, circulation records,
4§ 7
Records and recordation, registration, regula-
tion, public records, 4 § 7
Schools and school districts, supervisor or coor-
dinator, tenure, 71 § 38H
Trusts and trustees,
Election, 78 § 10
Selection, bonds, 78 § 10
Villages and districts, 40 § 44
LICENSE PERIOD
Definition, Dog Law, 140 § 136A
LICENSES AND PERMITS
Agricultural preservation restrictions, nonagri-
cultural activities, 20 § 23
Appeal and review, temporary moorings of
floats or rafts, 91 § 10A
Buildings, this index
Carriages, city or town fee, 40 § 22
Cities and Towns, this index
City clerks,
Bond to account for fees, 41 § 13A
Delegation of authority, 41 § 13B
Dogs, this index
Fees, manufactured housing communities, 140
§ 32G
Firearms. Weapons, this index
Former railroad rights of way, buildings, 40
§ 54A
Historical commission, cities and towns, 40
§ 8D
Manufactured Homes and Communities, this
index
Mooring permits, cities and towns, 91 § 10A
Rafts, temporary rafts, 91 § 10A
Railroads, former rights of way, buildings, 40
§ 54A
Records and Recordation, generally, this index
Regional refuse disposal districts, disposal fa-
cilities, 40 § 44J
Regional school district, school building, use,
71 § 14C
Rights of way, railroads, sale, building permits,
40 § 54A
Sewers and drains, excavations, 83 § 8
State property, taxation of property, 59 § 5
Taxation of state property occupied by private
persons, 59 § 5
Vehicles, city and town fee, 40 § 22
Weapons, this index
Wharves, Piers and Docks, this index
LOCAL
LIENS AND INCUMBRANCES
Abandoned or dangerous building, cost of de-
molition, 143 § 9
Agricultural land, taxation. 61A § 9
Betterment assessments, deferral and recovery
agreements, 80 § 13B
Buildings, this index
Cellar unfit for human habitation, removal. 111
§ 127B
Cities and Towns, this index
Condominiums, this index
Demolition of structures unfit for human habi-
tation, 111 § 127B
Dissolution, cotenant paying tax. 60 § 86
Eminent domain, land taken. 79 § 44A
Fire hazard abatement proceedings. 148 § 5
Forests and forestry, taxation, 61 § 2
Gas and Electricity, this index
Interest, dwellings, unfit for human habitation,
111 § 127B
Landlord and Tenant, this index
Mobile dwelling place unfit for human habi-
tation, removal, 111 § 127B
Mortgages, generally, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Municipalities. Cities and Towns, this index
Nuisances,
Buildings removed by city, expenses, 139
§ 3A
Vacant lands secured by city, expenses, 139
§ 3A
Pledges, generally, this index
Premises unfit for human habitation. 111
§ 127B
Betterment agreements. Ill § 127Bfe
Priorities and preferences, cotenants paving
tax, 60 § 86
Records and recordation,
Cotenant paying tax, 60 § 86
Nuisances, vacant lands secured by city, 139
§ 3A
Sidewalk assessments, 83 §§ 27, 29
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Street sprinkling assessment. 40 § 18
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Tax Liens, generally, this index
Tenement unfit for human habitation, removal,
111 § 127B
Termination, municipal lighting plant liens,
nonpayment for services, 164 § 58C
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, affordable housing, 40 § 60
Water districts, rates and charges. 40 § 42A et
seq.
Water pipe assessments, 40 § 421
LIFE ESTATES
Partition, generally, this index
LIFE INSURANCE
Insurance, this index
LIGHT DISTRICTS
Generally, 41 §§ 119, 121; 59 §§ 21, 53
LIGHTNING INSURANCE
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
LIGHTS AND LIGHTING
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
Highways and Streets, this index
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, this
index
Municipal buildings insurance fund, 40 § 13
LIGHTS AND LIGHTING—Com d
Municipal finance, public lighting installations,
44§ 7
Municipal Lighting Plants, generally, this index
Private ways, 41 § 77
Streets. Highways and Streets, this index
LIMITATION
Cities and Towns, this index
Community preservation fund expenditures,
44B§ 7
Deposits, municipalities, 44 § 55
Indebtedness, this index
Municipal Finance, this index
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 2
Town deposits. 44 § 55
LIMITATION OF ACTIONS
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, this index
Cities and towns.
Abandoned or unclaimed property, checks,
200A § 9A
Smart growth zoning districts, approval. 40R
§ 11
Districts, this index
Military forces, Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 App. U.S.C. § 526
Open meetings, appeal and review, 30A § 23
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 50 App.
U.S.C. § 526
Smart growth zoning districts, approval, 40R
§ 11
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81Y
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Tax lists, verification, production of books and
papers, 59 § 31A
Tax Sales, this index
Zoning and Planning, this index
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANIES
Taxation, manufacturing corporations, machin-
ery, 59 § 5
LISTS
Cities and Towns, this index
Classification of corporations, taxation, 58 § 2
Farm land valuation advisory commission, val-
ue ranges list, 61A § 11
Jury, this index
Manufactured housing communities, license fee
collections, 140 § 32G
Smart growth, cities and towns, school funds,
reimbursement, 40S § 3
Special or betterment assessment, certification,
80 § 4
Tax Lists, generally, this index
LITERACY
Reading, generally, this index
LITERARY ORGANIZATIONS
Athletic property, tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Taxation exemption, 59 § 5
LITERARY WORK
Taxation lists and statements required, 58 § 5
LITHUANIAN WAR VETERANS ORGANIZA-
TION, INC.
Lease of buildings, 40 § 9
LITTERING
Sewers and drains, 83 § 9
Injunction, 83 § 13
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LIVESTOCK
Animals, generally, this index
LOW!
Removal, town orders and bylaws, 40 § 21
LOAN ASSOCIATIONS
Federal Savings and Loan Associations, gener-
ally, this index
LOANS
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Cities and Towns, this index
Development districts, cities and towns. 40Q
§ 2
Educational collaborative programs. 40 § 4E
Mortgages, generally, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
School building assistance program, 70B § 3
Sewers and sewei systems, nutrient enrichment,
reduction. 83 § 1H
LOCAL APPROPRIATING AUTHORITY
Tax limitation, 59 § 21C
LOCAL HEALTH BOARDS
Health, Boards of, generally, this index
LOCAL HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT
High schools, required subject, 71 § 2
LOCAL HOUSING AUTHORITIES
Housing Authorities, generally, this index
LOCAL OPTION MEALS EXCISE
Meals, this index
LOCAL PUBLIC PROCUREMENT UNIT
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT
Cities and towns. Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 el
seq.
LOCAL SMART GROWTH EXCISE TAX
REVENUES
Definitions, school funds, smart growth, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
LOCAL SMART GROWTH PROPERTY TAX
REVENUES
Definitions, school funds, smart growth, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
LOCAL SMART GROWTH REVENUES FOR
EDUCATION
Definitions, school funds, smart growth, reim-
bursement. 40S § 1
LOCAL TAXATION
Generally. 58 § 1 et seq.
Appeals, penalty abatement, payment with bad
check, 60 § 57A
Assessments.
Continuing environmental cleanup, abate-
ment agreement negotiation and ap-
proval, bylaws and ordinances. 59 § 59A
Instructions, preparing notice and bringing
in lists, 58 § 5
Limitations, computation, 59 § 21D
Bad checks, payment with, penalty charges. 60
§ 57A
Boats, ships and vessels, payment of excise tax,
exemption from local property tax, 60B
§ 2
LOCAL
LOCAL TAXATION—Cont'd
Classification of property, 40 § 56
Collection, 60 § 1 et seq.
Information as to value of real estate in
towns, 58 § 6
Inspection, lists furnished assessor, 59 § 32
Joint agreements, assessment, classification and
valuation of property, 41 § 30B
Usage classification, 40 § 56
LOCKUPS
Cities and Towns, this index
LODGES
Taxation exemption, 59 § 5
LOGAN AIRPORT
See, also, Airports and Landing Fields, gen-
erally, this index
Officers and employees, incapacitated, com-
pensation and salaries, 41 § 11 IF
LORDS DAY
Sunday, generally, this index
LOST OR DESTROYED DOCUMENTS
Tax warrant, issuance of new warrant, 59 § 56
LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING
Housing, this index
Urban Redevelopment Corporations, generally,
this index
LOW INCOME HOUSING
Housing, this index
LOW VALUE LANDS
City holding under tax title, sale, 60 § 79 et
seq.
LOWELL
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Police superintendent, working on holidays,
147 § 17F
LOWEST RESPONSIBLE AND ELIGIBLE
BIDDER
Definitions, public works contracts, 30 § 39M
LOWLAND AND SWAMPS
Adjoining land owners, notice, wetlands protec-
tion, 131 § 40
Agriculture, rules and regulations, notice, 40
§ 8C
Alteration, wetlands protection, 131 § 40
Appropriations, improvement proceedings, cit-
ies, towns and districts, 252 § 4A
Aquaculture, rules and regulations, notice, 40
§ 8C
Assessments, 59 § 11
Watershed protection, cities and towns, pay-
ments to, 59 § 5H
Authorization, proceedings, to improve, 252
§ 4A
Boards and commissions. Reclamation board,
generally, post
Certificate of compliance, proposed activities,
131 § 40
Cities and Towns, this index
Coastal wetlands.
Protection, 131 § 40
Tax assessment, local taxes, 59 § 11
Conservation commissions, cities and towns, 40
§ 8C
LOWLAND AND SWAMPS—Cont'd
Corporations, petition for improvement, 252
§ 4A
Districts, authority for proceedings to improve.
252 § 4A
Dredging, wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Farmland advisory board, 131 § 40
Filling, wetlands, protection. 131 § 40
Hatch Act (flood plains), 131 § 40
Health, public health, improvement proceed-
ings to promote, 252 § 4A
Hearings, improvement proceedings, 252 § 4A
Improvements,
Appropriations, cities, towns and districts,
252 § 4A
Authority for proceedings, 252 § 4A
Cities and towns, authority for proceedings,
252 § 4A
Corporations, authority to petition, 252 § 4A
Districts, authority for proceedings, 252
§ 4A
Hearings by board, 252 § 4A
Indebtedness, 252 § 4A
Cities and towns, 252 § 4A
Individuals, authority to petition for, 252
§ 4A
Notice, hearings, 252 § 4A
Parties to proceedings, 252 § 4A
Petition for, 252 § 4A
Proceedings, 252 § 4A
Promoting public health, safety or conven-
ience. 252 § 4A
Prudential committee, instituting proceed-
ings, 252 § 4A
Reclamation board, generally, post
Selectmen, instituting proceedings, 252 § 4A
State, authority for proceedings, 252 § 4A
Individuals, petition for improvement, 252
§ 4A
Injunctions, damaging wetlands, 131 § 40
Mayors, improvement proceedings, 252 § 4A
Notice,
Adjoining land owners, filling or dredging,
131 § 40
Filling or dredging, wetlands, 131 § 40
Improvements, ante
Reclamation board, post
Parties, improvement proceedings, 252 § 4A
Petitions, improvement of lowland and swamps,
252 § 4A
Proceedings to improve, authority to institute,
252 § 4A
Protection, 131 § 40
Prudential committees, improvement proceed-
ings, 252 § 4A
Public convenience and necessity, improvement
proceedings, to promote, 252 § 4A
Public health, improvements to promote, 252
§ 4A
Reclamation board,
Hearings on improvements, 252 § 4A
Local conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Notice, hearings, 252 § 4A
Removal, wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Rules and regulations, maintenance, improve-
ment of agricultural or aquacultural lands,
131 § 40
Safety, public safety, improvement proceedings
to promote, 252 § 4A
Selectmen, improvement proceedings, 252
§ 4A
State, this index
Watershed Management, generally, this index
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LOWLAND AND SWAMPS—Cont'd
Wetlands protection fund, cities and towns, St.
1997, c. 43 § 218; St. 1998, c. 194 § 349
LUNCHES
Schools, uniforms for employees handling food,
71 § 48B
Teachers, 71 §§ 72, 80
LUNG DISEASES
Tuberculosis, generally, this index
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Tax exemption of residence of president of
New England synod, 59 § 5
MACADAM PAVEMENT
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT
Agricultural Machinery and Equipment, gener-
ally, this index
Assessment, 59 § 18
Cities and towns, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Data processing. Computers, generally, this
index
Debtors and creditors, controlled substances
violations, security interest preference,
94C § 47
Definitions, excise taxes, 59 § 8A
Exemption from tax, 59 § 5
Forfeitures, Controlled Substances Act viola-
tions, 94C § 47
Priorities and preferences, controlled sub-
stances violations, security interest, 94C
§ 47
Regional health districts, reimbursement. 111
§ 27C
Security interest, controlled substances viola-
tions, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Tax exemption, foreign location, 59 § 5
MAGAZINES
Schools and school districts, purchases, 30B
§ 7
MAGISTRATES
Witnesses, generally, this index
MAGNET SCHOOL FACILITY
Definitions, racial imbalance, 71 § 371
MAIDS
Domestic Service or Work, generally, this index
MAIL AND MAILING
Appellate tax board,
Service of claim of appeal, 58A § 13
Service of pleadings, process, in proceedings
before board, 58A § 9
Certified or registered mail,
Agricultural lands, disallowance of applica-
tion for valuation, 61A § 9
Appellate tax board,
Process, service by, 58A § 9
Service of claim of appeal, 58A § 13
Construction of statutes, 4 § 7
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
Forests and forestry, taxation classification
appeals, 61 § 2
Mortgages, this index
Petitions, establishing title to low value lands
held by municipality under tax title, 60
§ 80B
MASSACHUSETTS
MAIL AND MAILING—Cont'd
Certified or registered mail—Cont'd
Premises unfit for human habitation, notice
to mortgagee, 111 § 127B
Sale or conversion of agricultural lands to
residential or commercial use, 61A § 14
Service of process. Process, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Subdivision Control Law, this index
Subdivision plan, 41 § 81T
Taxation,
Bonds, negotiable instruments, certificates
of indebtedness, 59 § 5
Sale by municipality of lands acquired
through foreclosure of tax titles, 60
§ 77B
Wetlands dredging or filling, notice, 131
§ 40
Cities and Towns, this index
Dredging, notice, wetlands protection, 131 § 40
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, order or
notice, 111 § 127B
Forests and forestry, taxation classification ap-
peals, certified mail, 61 § 2
Motor Vehicles, this index
Parking violations, contesting by, 90 §§ 20Afe,
20A
Registered mail. Certified or registered mail,
generally, ante
Service of process. Process, this index
Special or betterment assessments, notice of
division, 80 § 15
Statutory construction, notice, 4 § 7
Tax collector, demand by, 60 § 16
Taxation, this index
Wetlands dredging or filling, notice, 131 § 40
MAINTAIN
Definitions, lockups, 40 § 34
MAINTENANCE RATING
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
MAJOR RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Definitions, school building assistance program.
70B§ 2
MAJORITY VOTE
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
MALFEASANCE
Appellate tax board, removal from office, 58A
§ 1
Officers and employees. 58A § 5A
MAMMALS
Fish and Game, generally, this index
MANAGEMENT PLANS
Definitions, forest products tax. 61 § 1
MANAGERS AND MANAGEMENT
Annual financial report, municipal lighting
plants, 164 § 57
Corporations, this index
Definitions, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
MANDAMUS
Municipal indebtedness, enforcement, 44 § 59
Records, inspection of records, 66 § 10
MANUALS
Appraisal manuals, tax assessment, 58 § 3
MANUFACTURED HOMES AND COMMU-
NITIES
Additional license fees, 140 § 32G
Exemption for nonresident military person-
nel. 59 § 5
Exemption from taxation, 59 § 5
Fees, license, 140 § 32G
Fines and penalties, license fee, deposit viola-
tions, 140 § 32G
Human habitation, nuisance, 111 § 127B
Licenses and permits, fees, 140 § 32G
Lists, license fee collection, 140 § 32G
Military personnel, nonresidents, license fee
exemption, 140 § 32G
Monthly license fee, 140 § 32G
Nonresidents, military personnel, license fee
exemptions, 140 § 32G
Nuisance or unfit, 111 § 127B
Repairs, tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act, license
fee exemption, 140 § 32G
Taxation, 140 § 32G
Exemption, 59 § 5
MANUFACTURERS AND MANUFACTUR-
ING
Cigarette Tax, generally, this index
Cities and towns, manufacturing workforce
training, tax increment financing, 40 § 60A
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
Limited liability companies, tax exemptions,
machinery, 59 § 5
Motor vehicle excise tax, exemption, 60A § 1
Motor Vehicles, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Pollution of waters. Marine Fish and Fisher-
ies, this index
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Waste, sewage disposal, 83 §§ 7, 13
MAPPING COMMISSIONS
Powers and duties, 40 § 8K
MAPS AND PLATS
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Energy resource commissions, 40 § 81
Historical commissions, cities and towns. 40
§ 8D
Mapping commissions, powers and duties, 40
§ 8K
Proposed ways, recording, 41 § 78
Tax maps, adequacy, minimum standards,
guidelines, 58 § 1
Zoning maps, publication and distribution, 40
§ 32B
MARINE CORPS
Military Forces, generally, this index
MARINE FISH AND FISHERIES
See, also, Fish and Game, generally, this
index
Pollution of waters, wetlands, protection, 131
§ 40
Shellfish.
Constables, outer clothing, purchase by city
or town, 40 § 6B
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Weighers, 41 § 88
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
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MARINE FISHERIES DD/1SION
Marine Fish and Fisheries, generally, this index
MARKET PLACES
Cities and towns, 40 § 10
MARKET RATE RESIDENTIAL UNITS
Definitions,
Gateway municipalities, tax exemptions, 59
§ 5M
Housing development incentive program,
40V § 1
MARKS AND MARKING
Brands, Marks and Labels, generally, this index
MARRIAGE
Dissolution of marriage. Divorce, generally,
this index
Divorce, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
MARSHALS
State Fire Marshal, generally, this index
MARSHES
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
MASCULINE GENDER
Statutory construction, 4 § 6
MASS DEMONSTRATIONS
Fingerprinting, persons arrested, 41 § 98
MASS TRANSPORTATION
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority,
generally, this index
Public records, security, exemptions, 4 § 7
Security, public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
MASSACHUSETTS BAY TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY
Accounts and accounting, cigarette tax pro-
ceeds, examination, 58 § 25B
Books and papers, cigarette excise proceeds,
examination, 58 § 25B
Certificates and certification, payment, ciga-
rette tax proceeds, 58 § 25B
Cigarette taxes, certification for payment, 58
§ 25B
Contracts, assistance, cigarette tax proceeds, 58
§ 25B
Police, records, fees, copies, 66 § 10
MASSACHUSETTS COMMUNITY PRESER-
VATION ACT
Generally, 44B § 1 et seq.
MASSACHUSETTS CORRECTIONAL INSTI-
TUTIONS
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL LIFE INSUR-
ANCE COMPANY
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
MASSACHUSETTS PERMANENT FIRE-
MENS ASSOCIATION
Convention delegates, excuse from dutv, 48
S 57C
MASSACHUSETTS REFORMATORY
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL FUND
School Funds, generally, this index
MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS SOLDIERS HOME
Soldiers Homes, generally, this index
MASSACHUSETTS STATE FIREMENS AS-
SOCIATION
Convention delegates, excuse from duty, 48
§ 57C
MASTER AND SERVANT
Labor and Employment, generally, this index
MATERIALS
Forfeitures, Controlled Substances Act viola-
tions, 94C § 47
Schools and school districts, contracts, 71
§ 49A
MATTRESSES AND BEDDING
Distress and sale for taxes, exemption, 60 § 24
MAYORS
Abandonment, land no longer needed. 40 § 15
Absence, acting mayors duty, 39 § 5
Acting mayor, duties, 39 § 5
Appointments,
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Disability commissions, 40 § 8J
Keeper of lockup, 40 § 35
Powers, 39 § 1
Weighers, measurers or surveyors, 41 § 85
Commissioners of trust funds, appointment, 41
§ 45
Compensation, 39 § 6A
Constables, appointment, 41 § 91
Conveyance of land no longer needed, 40 § 15
Death, this index
Dual office holding, 39 § 7
Elections, warrants, 39 § 6
Grant or gift of funds, approval of expenditure,
44 § 53A
Holding another office, 39 § 7
Lowland and Swamps, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Objections to vote, 39 § 4
Planning boards, appointment, 41 § 70
Presiding officer, board of aldermen, 39 § 2
Tax collectors books, demand to exhibit, 60 § 8
Temporary city clerks, appointment, 41 § 14
Tree wardens, appointment, 41 § 106
Vacancy in office, 39 § 5
Veto power, 39 § 4
Warrants for election, 39 § 6
MEADOWS
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
MEALS
Local option meals excise, 64L § 1 et seq.
MEAN ANNUAL HIGH WATER LINE
Definitions, rivers and streams, 131 § 40
MEASUREMENTS
Weights and Measures, generally, this index
MEAT AND MEAT PRODUCTS
Political subdivisions, procurement, priorities
and preferences. 30B §§ 4, 20
MECHANICAL APPARATUS
Machinery and Equipment, generally, this in-
dex
MECHANICS
Tools, tax exemption, 59 § 5
MEDICAID
Medical care and assistance. Social Services,
this index
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
Social Services, this index
MEDICAL ATTENDANCE AND TREAT-
MENT
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
Distributions, reimbursable medical services,
municipalities receiving federal funds, 44
§ 72
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Emergency Medical Technicians, generally, this
index
Family Planning, generally, this index
Federal funds, reimbursable medical services,
municipalities receiving, 44 § 72
Hospital Service Corporations, generally, this
index
Hospitals, generally, this index
Indigent persons. Social Services, this index
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
Municipalities receiving federal funds, reim-
bursable medical services, 44 § 72
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Reimbursement, municipalities receiving feder-
al funds, 44 § 72
Social Services, this index
MEDICAL CARE AND ASSISTANCE
Social Services, this index
MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS
Physical Examinations, generally, this index
MEDICAL EXPENSES
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
Firemen, indemnification, 41 § 100
Police, this index
MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS
Hospitals, generally, this index
MEDICAL SERVICE PLANS AND CORPO-
RATIONS
Administrative services, contracts, 32B § 3A
Cities and towns, self insurance, administrative
services contracts, 32B § 3A
Counties, self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Political subdivisions, self insurance, adminis-
trative services contracts, 32B § 3A
Self insurance by political subdivisions, admin-
istrative services contracts, 32B § 3A
MEDICAL SERVICES
Medical Attendance and Treatment, generally,
this index
MEDICAL TECHNICIANS
Emergency Medical Technicians, generally, this
index
1-76
MEDICARE
Cities and towns, officers and employees, group
insurance, transfers, 32B § 19
Districts, officers and employees, group insur-
ance, transfers, 32B § 19
Public Officers and Employees, this index
MEDICINE
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
MEDITATION
Schools and school districts, opening period, 71
§ 1A
MEMORIAL DAY
Cities and towns, officers and employees, veter-
ans, time off, 40 § 2lCh
Fire department officials, holiday pay, 48
§ 57E
Firemen on duty, additional compensation or
day off, 48 §§ 57A, 57D
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
Observance in schools, 71 § 32
Police, duty, additional pay or day off, 147
§ 17A
MEMORIAL SERVICES
Veterans, attendance by municipal employees,
41 § 111C
MEMORIALS
Monuments and Memorials, generally, this in-
dex
MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT
See, also, Mentally 111 Persons, generally,
this index
Valuation of land, reimbursement of taxes, 58
§ 13
MENTAL INSTITUTIONS
Mentally 111 Persons, generally, this index
MENTALLY ILL PERSONS
Charitable organization, exemption, 59 § 5
Exemptions, charitable organizations, hospitals
or asylums, tax exemptions. 59 § 5
Guardian and Ward, generally, this index
Indigent persons, exemption of hospital or in-
stitution for treatment, 59 § 5
Tax collector, removal, 60 § 96
Tax exemptions, charitable organizations, hos-
pitals, or asylums, 59 § 5
MENTALLY RETARDED PERSONS
See, also. Mentally 111 Persons, generally,
this index
Confidential or privileged information, police,
daily log, 41 § 98F
Police, daily log, confidential or privileged in-
formation, 41 § 98F
MERGER AND CONSOLIDATION
City charters, local offices, consistency with
law, 43B § 20
Taxation, appeal from valuation.
Same pipeline system, 59 § 38A
Telephone and telegraph companies, 59
§ 39
MESSAGES
Telecommunications, generally, this index
METALLIC KNUCKLES
Weapons, generally, this index
MORTGAGES
METALS
Eye protective devices, school classes, 71 § 55C
Recycling, municipalities or districts, 40 § 8H
METHODIST CHURCH
Tax exemption of residence of district superin-
tendent. 59 § 5
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
METROPOLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority,
generally, this index
MEXICAN BORDER SERVICE
Veterans, generally, this index
MICROFILM
Controlled Substances Act violations, forfei-
tures, 94C § 47
MIDDLESEX FELLS RESERVATION
Public lands, taxation, valuation, reimburse-
ment, 58 § 13
MILEAGE
Traveling Expenses, generally, this index
MILITARY DRILL
Schools, physical education, 71 § 3
MILITARY FORCES
Active duty.
Motor vehicles, excise taxes, exemptions,
60A§ 1
Taxation, deferral, recovery, 59 § 5
Camps,
Reimbursement for loss of tax on land used
for public purposes. 58 § 13
Valuation of lands, reimbursement for loss
of taxes on land used for public pur-
poses, 58 § 13
Cities and Towns, this index
Death, motor vehicles, excise taxes, exemp-
tions. 60A § 1
Drilling, schools, 71 § 3
Financial hardship, change to active status, tax
exemption, 59 § 5
High schools or secondary schools, recruiters,
access, 71 § 88
Manufactured homes and manufactured hous-
ing communities, license fee exemption,
140 § 32G
Memorials, municipal financing, debt limita-
tion, 44 § 8
Motor vehicles, excise taxes, exemptions. 60A
§ 1
Personal injuries, motor vehicles, excise taxes,
exemptions, 60A § 1
Prisoners of war, motor vehicles, excise tax,
exemption, 60A § 1
Purple Heart, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 App.
U.S.C. §§ 561, 571
Limitation of actions. 50 App. U.S.C. § 526
Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act, manufac-
tured housing communities, license fee ex-
emption, 140 § 32G
Soldiers Homes, generally, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Tax assessments,
Active status, change to, financial hardship,
exemptions, 59 § 5
MILITARY FORCES—Cont'd
Tax assessments—Cont'd
Deferral, 59 § 5L
Taxation,
Active duty, deferral, recovery, 59 § 5
Deferral, 59 § 5L
Exemptions, 59 § 5
Financial hardship, active military status, ex-
emptions, 59 § 5
Veterans, generally, this index
Voluntary units, real estate, tax exemption. 59
§ 5
MILITARY SERVICE
Military Forces, generally, this index
MILITIA
Military Forces, generally, this index
MILLS AND MILL DAMS
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
Pollution of waters. Marine Fish and Fisher-
ies, this index
MILTON
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
MINIMUM WAGES
Cities and towns, 41 § 108A
Firefighters, 41 §§ 108D, 108F
Police, 41 §§ 108E, 108G
MINOR INFORMALITIES
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
MINORS
Children and Minors, generally, this index
MISCELLANEOUS CORPORATIONS
Corporations, generally, this index
MISDEMEANORS
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
MISREPRESENTATION
Fraud, generally, this index
MISSING PERSONS
Absence and Absentees, generally, this index
MOBILEHOMES AND MOBILEHOME
PARKS
Manufactured Homes and Communities, gen-
erally, this index
MOBS
Riots and Mobs, generally, this index
MODEL AIRCRAFT
Registration of federal certificate, 90 § 49
MODELS
Appellate tax board, withdrawal from custody
of, 58A§ 13
MODERATE INCOME HOUSING
Low and moderate income housing. Housing,
this index
MODERATORS
Town Meetings, this index
MODULAR BUILDINGS
Definitions, public works contracts, 149 § 44A
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MONEY
Bid deposits, public contracts, 30 § 39M
Cooperative Banks, generally, this index
Taxable as personal estate, 59 § 4
Taxation, exemption, 59 § 5
MONEY ORDERS
Local taxes, payment, 41 § 38A
MONROE
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
MONTH
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
MONUMENTS AND MEMORIALS
Armed forces memorials, municipal financing,
debt limitation, 44 § 8
Board of survey, maintaining, 41 § 79
Planning boards.
Entry upon land, 41 § 81CC
Powers, 41 § 81B
Road commissioners, powers and duties, 41
§ 64
Servicemen, trustees, 41 § 105
Towns, gifts, 40 § 3
MOORING PERMITS
( lities and towns. 91 § 10A
MORAL INSTRUCTIONS
Public schools, 71 § 30
MORPHINE
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
MORTGAGE DEBT
Mortgages, generally, this index
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
Attaching creditors, notice, petition for foreclo-
sure or right of redemption, 60 § 66
Forests and forestry, sale for or conversion to
residential, industrial, or commercial use,
61 § 8
Recreational lands, 61 B § 9
MORTGAGES
Attachment, notice of filing petition for fore-
closure of right of redemption, 60 § 66
Betterment assessments, deferral and recovery
agreements, 80 § 13B
Certified or registered mail,
Notice, filing petition for foreclosure of right
of redemption, 60 § 66
Premises unfit for human habitation, 111
§ 127B
Chattel mortgages. Secured Transactions, gen-
erally, this index
Construction of statutes, definition of mort-
gage, 4 § 7
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
Educational collaborative programs, 40 § 4E
Foreclosure. Mortgage Foreclosure, generally,
this index
Municipal liens, fire insurance proceeds, priori-
ties, 175 § 97A
Pledges, generally, this index
Premises unfit for human habitation, notice to
mortgagee, 111 § 127B
Special or betterment assessed lands, 80 § 15
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax assessments—special, deferral and recov-
ery agreements, 80 § 13B
MORTGAGES
MORTGAGES—Cont'd
Taxation, 59 §§ 12, 34
Application for abatement, holder of mort-
gage, 59 § 59
Apportionment, partitioned property, 59
§ 78A
Assessment separately to mortgagor and
mortgagee, 60 § 59
Buildings and appurtenances, real estate, 59
§ 2A
Deduction from debt of taxes paid by mort-
gagor, 60 § 59
Demand on mortgagee by collector, 60 § 16
Designation of place where notice relating
to taxes be served on mortgagee, 60
§ 39
Divided property, offer of redemption, 60
§ 68
Liens, 60 § 37
Mortgaged property, valuation, determina-
tion, 59 § 12
Mortgagor deemed owner until mortgagee
takes possession, 59 § 11
Notice,
Demand be made on mortgagee, 60 § 38
Mortgagees, filing petition for foreclosure
of right of redemption, 60 § 66
Payment of tax by mortgagee, adding to
debt, 60 §§ 58, 59
Personal property, 59 § 19
Redemption,
Property is divided by mortgage, 60
§§ 68, 76A
Taking or sale, 60 § 62
State in possession under mortgage, 59 § 5
Statement to be furnished assessor, 59 § 34
Valuation,
Determination, 59 § 12
Interest of mortgagee, 59 § 12A
Joint ownership, mortgagee and mortga-
gor, 59 § 12B
Veterans, exemption of real estate from taxa-
tion, 59 § 5
MOTHER AND CHILD
Children and Minors, generally, this index
MOTIONS
Appellate tax board, service, 58A § 9
Guardian ad litem, title to low value lands, 60
§ 80B
MOTOR BUSES
Motor Carriers, generally, this index
MOTOR CARRIERS
Driving while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
Excise tax, 60A § 1
Parking violations, 90 § 20A
Passenger carriers, planning board, master
plan, routes, 41 § 81
D
MOTOR FUEL
Contracts, increasing quantity of supplies, 30B
§ 13
Supplies, contracts increasing quantity. 30B
§ 13
MOTOR TRUCKS
Motor Carriers, generally, this index
MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE
Domicile and residence, registration, foreign
states, evasion, 90 § 3%
Fines and penalties, registration, foreign states,
evasion, 90 § 3!4
Foreign states, registration, premiums, evasion,
90 § 3fc
Nonresidents, registration, foreign states, eva-
sion, 90 § 3!4
Premiums, registration, foreign states, evasion,
90 § 3%
Registration, foreign states, premiums, evasion,
90 § 3fe
MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE (NO FAULT
LAW)
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE
LAW
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
MOTOR VEHICLES
See, also, Traffic Rules and Regulations,
generally, this index
Absence, excise tax abatement, 60A § 7
Accident reports, fees, 66 § 10
Accidents, indemnification of police and fire-
men, 41 § 100
Agricultural Machinery and Equipment, gener-
ally, this index
Air Pollution, this index
Alcoholic beverages, driving while under the
influence of alcohol or drugs. Traffic
Rules and Regulations, this index
Ambassadors and consuls, removal, 40 § 22D
Ambulances, generally, this index
Amputees, exemption from excise tax, 60A § 1
Appeal and review, excise tax, decision on
abatement, 60A § 2
Appearance, parking violations, 90 § 20A14
Appropriations for safety programs, 40 § 7A
Armed forces. Military Forces, this index
Arrest. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
Assessments. Fines and penalties, generally,
post
Bankruptcy, excise tax abatement, 60A § 7
Behind the wheel training, driver education
course, 71 § 13D
Boston, this index
Carriers. Motor Carriers, generally, this index
Certificate of registration.
Exchange, excise tax, payment, 60A § 2A
Excise tax, failure to pay, 60A § 2A
Nonpayment of excise tax, 60A § 2A
Renewal, excise tax, payment, 60A § 2A
Charities, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Commercial vehicles, station wagons, 40 § 22
Control signals, municipal borrowing, 44 § 7
Crimes and offenses,
Fines and penalties, generally, post
Parking tags, tampering or destruction, 90
§ 20D
Parking violations, 90 § 20C
Tampering or destruction of parking tags, 90
§ 20D
Dealers, exemption, excise tax, 60A § 1
Death, excise tax abatement, 60A § 7
Debtors and creditors, controlled substances
violations, security interest preference,
94C § 47
Definitions, parking violations, 90 § 20A16
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MOTOR VEHICLES—Cont'd
Disabled veterans, curb ramps, towing vehicles,
40 § 22D
Domicile and residence, registration, foreign
states, tax evasion, 90 § 3ii
Drivers licenses,
Excise taxes, nonpayment, renewal, 60A
§ 2A
Nonrenewal, parking violations, 90 § 20Alft
Parking violations, 90 § 20A!&
Renewals, excise taxes, payment, 60A § 2A
Suspension or revocation, parking violations,
90 § 20E
Leased vehicle, 90 § 20E
Drivers Schools, generally, this index
Driving education, 71 § 13D
Driving while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
Drugs and medicine, driving while under the
influence of alcohol or drugs. Traffic
Rules and Regulations, this index
Educational institutions qualifying as charitable
organizations, excise tax exemption, 60A
§ 1
Elections, registration of voters, domicile and
residence, 90 § 3fe
Evening schools, driver education courses, 71
§ 13D
Excise taxes, 60A § 1 et seq.
Abatement, 60A §§ 1, 2A, 2, 7
Stolen vehicles, 60A § 1
Valuation excessive, 60A § 1
Absence, abatement, 60A § 7
Aid to the elderly and disabled taxation
funds, tax bills, 60 § 3D
Amputee exemption, 60A § 1
Appeal of decision on abatement, 60A § 2
Application for exemption, 60A § 1
Assessment and collection, 60A § 2
Bad checks, payment with, penalties, 60
§ 57A
Bankruptcy, abatement, 60A § 7
Certificate of registration, suspension for
nonpayment, 60A § 2A
Checkoff, educational financial aid, 60 § 3C
Collection, 60A § 1 et seq.
Notice, nonpayment, 60A § 2A
Remedies, 60A § 3
Construction of law, 60A § 4
Dealers, exemption, 60A § 1
Death, abatement, 60A § 7
Demand for payment, 60 § 16
Drivers license, suspension for nonpayment,
60A § 2A
Exemption, certain corporation, 60A § 1
Fines and penalties, payment with bad
checks, 60 § 57A
Insolvency, abatement, 60A § 7
Interest, abatement of tax for nonpayment,
60A§ 2
Learners permit or right, suspension for
nonpayment, 60A § 2A
Leg amputee, exemption, 60A § 1
Lieu of local taxes, 59 § 23
Locally assessable, place where laid and col-
lected, 60A § 6
Military forces, exemptions, 60A § 1
Nonpayment, suspension of registration, 60A
§ 2A
Nonresidents, exemption, 60A § 1
Notice, 60A § 2
Nonpayment, 60A § 2A
MOTOR
MOTOR VEHICLES—Cont'd
Excise taxes—Cont'd
Payment with bad checks, penalty charges,
60 § 57A
Political subdivisions, exemption, 60A § 1
Poverty, abatement, 60A § 7
Proportion of full year if registered after
certain date, 60A § 1
Refund on abatement, 60A § 2
Registration, foreign states, tax evasion, 90
§ 3k
Remedies and collection, 60A § 3
Reports, abatement, 60A § 8
Smart growth, school funds, reimbursement,
40S§ 3
Special excise, dealers, 60A § 1
Stolen vehicles, abatement, 60A § 1
Surviving spouse, deceased former prisoner
of war, exemption, 60A § 1
Suspension of certificate of registration for
nonpayment. 60A § 2A
Transfer of ownership, abatement of tax,
60A§ I
Value determined by commissioner, 60A § 1
Veterans, exemption, 60A § 1
Visually impaired persons, exemption, 60A
8 1
Exemptions,
Taxation, 59 § 5
Vehicles subject to excise tax, 59 § 5
Eyes and eyesight, impairment, exemption
from excise tax, 60A § 1
Farm vehicles. Agricultural Machinery and
Equipment, generally, this index
Fees, accident reports, 66 § 10
Felonies. Crimes and offenses, generally, ante
Fines and penalties,
Foreign states, registration, tax evasion. 90
in
Fraud, post
Payment. 90 § 20A
Registration, post
Removing for snowplowing, 40 § 21
Theft, false reports, 60A § 1
Fire hydrants, parking penalties, 90 § 20Ak
Foreign diplomatic corps vehicles, removal, 40
§ 22D
Foreign states. Registration, post
Forfeitures, Controlled Substances Act viola-
tions, 94C § 47
Fraud,
Fines and penalties, foreign states, registra-
tion. 90 § 3k
Foreign states, registration, tax evasion. 90
§ 3k
Garbage, collection, removal of illegally parked
vehicles, facilitating collection, town by-
laws, 40 § 21
Hand amputee, exemption from excise tax. 60A
§ 1
Handicapped persons,
Curb ramps, towing vehicles blocking, 40
§ 22D
Excise tax, exemptions, 60A § 1
Hearings, parking violations, 90 § 20Ak
High schools, safety education program, 71
§ 13D
Ice removal, impeding, towing, 40 § 22D
Identification, distinguishing marks issued to
manufacturer, farmer or repairman, motor
vehicle excise tax exemption. 60A § 1
Idling, schools and school districts, 71 § 37H
Impeding removal of snow or ice, towing, 40
§ 22D
MOTOR VEHICLES—Cont'd
Implements of husbandry. Agricultural Ma-
chinery and Equipment, generally, this in-
dex
Income tax—state.
Domicile and residence, 90 § 3k
Records and recordation, production of
books and papers, domicile and resi-
dence, 90 § 3k
Indemnity, police and firemen, claims, acts
done while operating, 41 § 100
Infractions, foreign states, registration, tax eva-
sion, 90 § 3k
Insolvency, excise tax abatement, 60A § 7
Insurance. Motor Vehicle Insurance, general-
ly, this index
Joint and several liability, leases, rental cars
and agencies, parking violations, 90 § 20E
Larceny, excise tax abatement, 60A § 1
Leases,
Charitable organizations, excise tax on regis-
tered motor vehicles, application of law.
60A§ 1
Parking violations, 90 § 20E
Surcharge, 90 § 20E
Leg amputee, exemption from excise tax, 60A
8 1
Liability insurance. Motor Vehicle Insurance,
generally, this index
Licenses and permits. Drivers licenses, gener-
ally, ante
Liquid petroleum products transportation, load
weights, residents lists, copy to registrar of
motor vehicles, 58 § 7
Mail and mailing, parking violations, contesting
by, 90 §§ 20Ak, 20A
Manufacturers and manufacturing, exemption
from motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
Military Forces, this index
Misdemeanors. Crimes and offenses, general-
ly, ante
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
Motorcycles, generally, this index
Negligence, contractor towing vehicles for city,
40 § 22D
Night school, driver education courses, 71
8 13D
No fault insurance. Motor Vehicle Insurance.
generally, this index
Noise, abatement and control, cities and towns,
40 8 21
Nonresidents, registration, foreign states, tax
evasion, 90 8 3k
Notice,
Excise taxes, ante
Theft, excise tax abatement. 60A § 1
Offenses. Crimes and offenses, generally, ante
Ordinance, width of tires. 40 8 21
Parking. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
Parking Meters, generally, this index
Partnerships, this index
Passenger carriers. Motor Carriers, this index
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Political subdivisions.
Excise tax exemption, 60A 8 1
Removal of vehicles, ice and snow removal,
40 8 22D
Pollution. Air Pollution, this index
Poverty, excise tax abatement, 60A 8 7
Priorities and preferences,
Controlled substances violations, security in-
terest, 94C 8 47
Parking clerk, 90 8 20Ak
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MOTOR VEHICLES—Cont'd
Prisoners of war, excise tax exemption, 60A 8 1
Privilege taxes. Excise taxes, generally, ante
Probation, records, traffic offenses, 90 8 20A
Races and racing, police, overtime pay, 41
8 Hill
Rates and charges.
Excise taxes, generally, ante
Rental or lease vehicles, surcharge, 90 8 20E
Registrars,
List, residents, copy, 58 8 7
Notices, registration of vehicle subject to
excise tax, 60A 8 2
Registration,
Certificate of registration, generally, ante
Domicile and residence, foreign slates, tax
evasion, 90 8 3k
Excise taxes, generally, ante
Fines and penalties, foreign states, tax eva-
sion, 90 § 3k
Foreign states, tax evasion, fines and penal-
ties. 90 8 3k
Infractions, foreign states, tax evasion, 90
8 3k
Motor vehicle insurance, foreign states, eva-
sion, 90 § 3k
Nonpayment of excise tax, renewal, ex-
change, 60A 8 2A
Nonresidents, foreign states, tax evasion, 90
8 3k
Notice, excise tax purposes, 60A 8 2
Sales, excise tax, 60A 8 1
Second and subsequent offenses, foreign
states, tax evasion, 90 8 3k
Transfers, excise tax, 60A 8 1
Regulation and penalty. 40 8 22
Removal, parked vehicles, garbage collection,
town bylaw, 40 8 21
Renewals. Drivers licenses, ante
Rentals,
Parking violations, 90 8 20E
Surcharge, 90 8 20E
Repairs and maintenance, eye protective de-
vices, 71 8 55C
Sales Taxes, this index
School Buses, generally, this index
School safety patrols, vehicular traffic, powers,
71 8 48A
Schools and School Districts, this index
Seat belts, driving education vehicles. 71 8 13D
Second and subsequent offenses. Registration,
ante
Security interest, controlled substances viola-
tions, forfeitures, 94C 8 47
Snow removal, towing. 40 8 22D
Social services, recipients, domicile and resi-
dence, 90 § 3k
Standing, towing from ways, 40 8 22D
State, this index
State Police, this index
Station wagons, commercial vehicles. 40 8 22
Storage, towing, 40 8 22D
Subdivision Control Law, purpose. 41 8 81M
Suspension or revocation. Drivers licenses.
ante
Tags, parking tags, 90 8 20Ak
Taxation.
Excise taxes, generally, ante
Exemptions, 59 8 5
Domicile and residence, 90 8 3k
Records and recordation, production of
books and papers, domicile and resi-
dence, 90 8 3k
Taxicabs, generally, this index
MOTOR
MOTOR VEHICLES—Cont'd
Time, law offender to appear before district
court clerk, 90 § 20A
Tires,
Recycling, municipalities or districts, 40
§ 8H
Width, ordinance, 40 § 21
Towing,
Cities and towns, 40 § 22D
Police or contractor, 40 § 22D
Traffic Rules and Regulations, generally, this
index
Transfers. Registration, ante
Unattended vehicles on private ways, 40 § 21
United States, this index
Use Taxes, this index
Valuation, excise tax, 60A § 1
Veterans,
Disabled veterans, curb ramps, towing vehi-
cles, 40 § 22D
Handicapped persons, excise tax, exemp-
tions, 60A § 1
Surviving spouses, prisoners of war, motor
vehicle excise tax exemption, 60A § 1
Violations. Crimes and offenses, generally,
ante
Visually impaired persons, exemption from ex-
cise tax, 60A § 1
Warrant for arrest, traffic offender, 90 § 20A
Weighers and measurers, 41 § 87A
Weight of load. Traffic Rules and Regula-
tions, this index
Width. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
MOTORBOATS
Boats and Boating, generally, this index
MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS PROGRAM
Motor vehicle driving education, 71 § 13D
MOTORCYCLES
See, also, Motor Vehicles, generally, this
index
Awareness program, motor vehicle driving edu-
cation, 71 § 13D
Cities and towns, multiple motorcycle parking,
single parking spaces, 40 § 22A
Fines and penalties, motorcycles, parking viola-
tions, 40 § 22A
Motor vehicle driving education, motorcycle
awareness program, 71 § 13D
Multiple motorcycle parking, single parking
spaces, local regulation. 40 § 22A
Parking, multiple motorcycle parking, single
parking spaces, local regulation, 40 § 22A
Single parking spaces, multiple motorcycle
parking, local regulation, 40 § 22A
MOUNT GREYLOCK STATE RESERVA-
TION
State lands used by, reimbursement for taxes
lost. 58 § 13
MULES
Animals, generally, this index
MUNICIPAL ART COMMISSION
Generally, 41 § 82 et seq.
MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS
Buildings, generally, this index
MUNICIPAL CONSERVATION COMMIS-
SION
Generally, 40 § 8C
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
Cities and Towns, generally, this index
Counties, generally, this index
MUNICIPAL COURT OF CITY OF BOSTON
Definitions, 4 § 7
MUNICIPAL COURTS
Definitions, 4 § 7
MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS OF HEALTH
Procurement contracts, application of law, 30B
§ 1
MUNICIPAL DISABILITY COMMISSIONS
Generally, 40 § 8J
MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
Municipal Lighting Plants, generally, this index
MUNICIPAL FINANCE
Generally, 44 § 1 et seq.
Abandonment of project, unexpended loan bal-
ances, appropriation, 44 § 20
Accounts and accounting, 44 § 35 et seq.
Attendance of witnesses, 44 § 45
Contracts, services, 44 § 16
Data processing, purchasing, 44 § 7
Form, 44 § 43
Investigation, 44 § 46A
Uniformity, 44 § 38
Actions and proceedings, trust agreements se-
curing indebtedness, 44 § 22C
Adverse or pecuniary interest, deposits, 44
§ 55
Alternative energy, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Annuities, officers and employees, 44 § 67
Anticipation of revenue, temporary loans, 44
§ 4
Appropriations, 44 § 30 et seq.
Cemeteries. 44 § 7
Data processing, equipment purchases, 44
§ 7
Firefighting apparatus, 44 § 7
Heavy equipment, 44 § 7
Incurring liabilities in excess of appropria-
tion, 44 § 31
Limitation on indebtedness, 44 § 7
Payment of unpaid bills of previous years, 44
§ 64
Premature payment of debts, 44 § 11
Recommendation, 44 § 33
Transfer, 44 § 33B
Unexpended loan balances, 44 § 20
Architectural services, borrowing to pay cost,
44§ 7
Asbestos removal, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Assignments, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Athletic facilities, outdoor, construction, 44 § 7
Auditing, 44 § 35 et seq.
Advice of director, 44 § 37
Destruction of books and papers, 44 § 46
Expenses incurred, 44 § 41
Investigation of financial transactions, 44
§ 46A
Petition. 44 §§ 35, 36
Private accountant, 44 § 42
Production of books and documents, 44 § 45
Reports, 44 §§ 39, 40, 42, 44
Returns, 44 § 43
Sale of books and papers, 44 § 46
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MUNICIPAL FINANCE—Cont'd
Auditing—Cont'd
Subsequent audits, 44 § 40
Suspected irregularities, illegal acts, 44
§ 42A
Banks and banking,
Bonds, trust agreement, 44 § 22A
Contracts, services, 44 § 16
Bearer instruments.
Bonds, post
District and towns, 44 § 24A
Replacement, 44 § 52
Penalty, 44 § 61
Bonds, 44 § 16
Action by treasurer, 41 § 36
Advertisements, social security recipients,
collateral tax consequences, 44 § 22B
Annual payment, 44 § 19
Application of law, notes, 44 § 27A
Bearer, payable to, 44 § 24A
Bearer instruments, replacement, 44 § 52
Penalty, 44 § 61
Certificates and certification.
Evidence, notes, 44 § 27
Notes, payable, 44 § 24
Community preservation, 44B § 11
Consolidation, issuance, 44 § 16
Credit facilities, securing, 44 § 22C
Development districts, 40Q § 4
Emergency funds, 40 § 19
Evidence, certification, notes, 44 § 27
Expenditures in anticipation. 44 § 20A
Facsimile signatures, 44 § 16A
Form, 44 § 16
Notes, 44 §§ 23, 24
Income tax—federal, exclusion, rebate to
federal government, 44 § 53H
Insurance, 44 § 22A
Securing, 44 § 22C
Interest, 44 § 22
Income tax—federal, excluding, rebate, 44
§ 53H
Variable interest rate, 44 § 22A; 59 § 23
Investment of proceeds, 44 § 55
Landfills, 44 §§ 8, 28C
Letters or lines of credit, 44 §§ 22A, 22C
Liability for payment, 44 § 15
Maturity, community preservation bonds,
44B§ 11
Notice,
Payment, 44 § 25
Social security recipients, collateral tax
consequences, 44 § 22B
Orders authorizing issuance, 44 § 8A
Payment,
Community preservation bonds, 44B § 11
Inability or likely inability to make, 44
§ 19A
Notice, 44 § 25
Penalties, bearer instrument, replacement,
44 § 61
Proceeds from sale, 44 § 20
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1 et seq.
Rebate to federal government, income tax
—
federal, excluding from gross income, 44
§ 53H
Refunding, 44 §§ 21A, 21
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Regional school districts, 44 § 28A
Reimbursement, secured by insurance or by
letters or lines of credit, 44 § 22A
Sales, 44 § 16
Discount, 44 § 18
Proceeds, 44 § 20
MUNICIPAL
MUNICIPAL FINANCE—Cont'd
Bonds—Cont'd
School building assistance program, issu-
ance, 70B § 6
Seal, 44 § 16B
Secured by insurance or by letters or lines of
credit, 44 § 22A
Signatures. 44 § 16A
Notes, 44 $ 24
Sinking funds, 44 § 47 et seq.
Social security recipients, collateral tax con-
sequences, 44 § 22B
Solid waste disposal facilities, 44 §§ 8, 28C
Tax credit bonds. 44 § 21B
Temporary notes in anticipation, 44 § 17
Trust agreements, 44 §§ 22A, 22C
Unexpended loan balances, 44 § 20
Variable interest rates, 44 § 22A
Approval. 59 § 23
Books, accounting systems, supplying at cost,
44 § 38
Budgets, 44 § 32 et seq.
Catastrophes, incurring liabilities in excess of
appropriations, 44 § 31
Cemetery perpetual care funds, investment, 44
§ 54
Central depository system, establishment, 44
§ 16
Certificates of deposit, investments, 44 § 55
Certificates of indebtedness, 44 § 16
Annual payment. 44 § 19
Bearer instrument, replacement. 44 § 52
Penalty. 44 § 61
Consolidation, issuance. 44 § 16
Emergency funds, 40 § 19
Exemption from taxation, 59 § 5
Expenditures in anticipation. 44 § 20A
Facsimile signatures. 44 § 16A
Interest. 44 § 22
Payments, inability or likely inability to
make. 44 § 19A
Refunding, 44 § 21
Regional school districts, 44 § 28A
Sale, 44 § 16
Seal. 44 § 16B
Signatures, 44 § 16A
Sinking funds. 44 § 47 et seq.
I a\ exemption. 59 § 5
Temporary notes in anticipation, 44 § 17
Certification, payment of bonds, inability or
likely inability to make. 44 § 19A
Charitable foundation, grants or gifts of funds,
44 § 53A
City treasurers, contracts, financial services, 44
'
§ 16
Community1 antenna television system, 44
§§ 8A, 8
Community preservation fund, 44B § 6
Deposits, 44B § 7
Compensation and salaries, ordinance increas-
ing, two thirds vote of city council, 44
§ 33A
Computation of indebtedness, 44 § 3
Purchasing, 44 § 7
Software, purchases. 44 § 7
Conservation, real estate acquisition, 44 § 8C
Consolidation, bonds, issuance. 44 § 16
Const ruction of special act authorizing, 4 § 8
Continuing appropriation budgets, 44 § 32
Contracts, federal government reimbursements.
revenues, programs or activities. 44 §§ 70,
71
Counter signatures, 44 § 16
MUNICIPAL FINANCE—Cont'd
(
'ustodians, contracts, central depository sys-
tem, 44 § 16
Data processing equipment, purchasing. 44 § 7
Debts Indebtedness, generally, post
Deferred compensation programs, officers and
employees, 44 § 67
Definitions, 44 § 1
Demand note, 44 § 19
Department appropriations, 44 § 30 et seq.
Deposits,
Adverse or pecuniary interest, 44 § 55
Bank failure, liquidation, replacement of lost
or unavailable funds, 44 § 8B
Community preservation fund. 44B § 7
Limitation, 44 § 55
Receipt, 44 § 53
Stabilization fund, 40 § 5B
Trust funds, 44 § 54
Development districts. 40Q § 1 et seq.
Director, definitions, 44 § 1
Disasters, incurring liabilities in excess of ap-
propriation, 44 § 31
Discount of notes, 44 § 18
Disposition and use of funds, 44 § 53
Droughts, incurring liabilities in excess of ap-
propriation. 44 § 31
Earthquakes, incurring liabilities in excess of
appropriation. 44 § 31
Economic development and industrial corpora-
tions, exceeding debt limit. 44 § 8
Electric lighting plants, 44 §§ 8A, 8
Emergencies,
Incurring liabilities in excess of appropria-
tion, 44 § 31
Snow and ice removal, expenditures, 44
§ 31D
Eminent domain, real estate, disposition of
proceedings, 44 § 63
Energy conservation, public buildings or facili-
ties, indebtedness. 44 § 7
Enforcement of law, 44 § 59
Engineering services, borrowing to pay costs.
44§ 7
Enterprise funds. 44 § 53Ffe
Equalized valuation, definitions, 44 § 1
Estimate of appropriations. 44 § 31A
Facsimile signatures, bonds, 44 § 16B
Federal government reimbursements, programs
or activities carried out by municipality,
contracts, 44 §§ 70, 71
Federal grants. 44 § 53A
Federal savings and loan associations, stabiliza-
tion funds, investments. 40 § 5B
Financial intermediaries, contracts, central de-
pository system, 44 § 16
Financial management, data processing equip-
ment, purchases, 44 § 7
Financial transactions, investigation, 44 § 46A
Financial year, 44 §§ 56A, 56
Fines and penalties, bearer instrument, re-
placement. 44 § 61
Firefighting apparatus. 44 § 7
Fires, incurring liabilities in excess of appropri-
ation. 44 § 31
Fiscal year. 44 §§ 56A. 56
Budget, 44 § 32
Cities, 44 § 56A
Departments, crediting with proportion of
income tax received during fiscal year,
44 § 30
Estimated expenses, report, 44 § 31A
Towns. 44 § 56
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Floods, incurring liabilities in excess of appro-
priation. 44 § 31
Food, distribution, indebtedness in excess of
limits, for, 44 § 8
Forms,
Accounting systems, 44 § 43
Supplying at cost. 44 S 38
Notes, 44 §§ 23. 24
Free cash, reports, 59 § 23
Garbage and refuse, disposal facilities, 44 §§ 8,
28C
Gas plants, 44 §§ 8A, 8
Debt limitation, 44 § 8
( rifts, acceptance and expenditure, 44 § 53A
Golf courses, 44 § 8
Grade crossing alteration, temporary loan, 44
§ 6
Heavy equipment, 44 § 7
Highway construction, temporary loan. 44 § 6
Hurricanes, incurring liabilities in excess of
appropriations. 44 § 31
Ice and snow, removal, reports, appropriations,
expenditures, 44 § 31D
Income tax—federal, bonds, exclusion, rebate,
44 8 53H
Indebtedness, 44 § 2 et seq.; St. 1928, c. 396
Airport, 44 § 8
Alternative energy, 44 § 7
Annual payment, 44 § 19
Anticipation of revenue, 44 § 4
Appraisal of taxable property, experts, con-
tracts, 44 § 7
Appropriations, premature payment. 44 § 1
1
Architectural services, 44 S 7
Artificial ice skating rink. 44 § 7
Asbestos removal, 44 § 7
Assessors maps, preparation, 44 § 7
Authorization, vote, 44 § 7
Beach districts, limitation, 40 § 121)
Bridges. 44 § 7
Building construction, 44 § 7
Cemeteries, 44 § 7
Certificates of indebtedness, generally, ante
Cigars for officials. 44 § 58
Community antenna television system. 44
§§ 8A, 8
Computation. 44 § 3
County tuberculosis hospital, 44 § 8
Credit facilities securing, 44 § 22C
Departmental equipment. 44 § 7
Dikes, highway protection, 44 § 7
Dredging, 44 § 7
Dutch elm disease eradication. 44 § 8
Effective date, limitation. 44 § 7
Election. 44 § 8A
Electric lighting plants. 44 §§ 8A, 8
Time limit, 44 § 8
Emergencies. 44 § 8
Emergency finance board, authorization to
exceed for certain purposes. 44 §§ 8. 10
Eminent domain or sale of real estate, appli-
cation of proceeds, 44 § 63
Energy conservation, public buildings or fa-
cilities, 44 § 7
Enforcement of law. 44 § 59
Engineering services, 44 § 7
Firefighting apparatus, 44 § 7
Gas plants, 44 §§ 8A, 8
Time limit. 44 § 8
Grants, reimbursement to municipality, pri-
mary payment, financing, 44 § 6A
Heavy equipment. 44 § 7
Incinerators. 44 § 28C
MUNICIPAL
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Indebtedness—Cont'd
Incinerators—Cont'd
Borrowing outside debt limit, 44 § 8
Insurance,
Premiums, 44 § 7
Securing, 44 § 22C
Interest,
Off street parking facilities, 40 § 22B
Railroad aid, 44 § 57
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Judgments, payment, 44 § 7
Landfills, borrowing outside debt limit, 44
§ 8
Letters, lines of credit securing, 44 § 22C
Liability for payment, 44 §§ 14, 15
Limitation, 44 §§ 2, 6A, 7, 8, 10
Borrowing outside debt limit, 44 § 8
Districts, 44 § 9
Emergency finance board, approval, debt
limit, 121B § 22
Exceeding limits, 44 § 8
Replacing funds lost or unavailable, 44
§ 8B
Improvements, 44 § 7
Urban renewal projects, 121B § 21
Water treatment building, loans, 44 § 8
Liquor for officials, 44 § 58
Memorials to armed forces, time, limitation,
44 § 8
Net indebtedness, 44 § 3
Notice, creditor, 41 § 51
Parks or playgrounds, 44 § 7
Pavement, 44 § 7
Payment, public works project, 44 § 53B
Penalties, 44 § 62
Pollution, prevention, cleanup, 44 § 7
Ponds, publicly owned freshwater lakes and
great ponds, 44 § 7
Premature payment, 44 § 11
Proceeds from sale of real estate, 44 § 63
Public lighting installations, 44 § 7
Public ways, 44 § 7
Purposes,
Inside debt limits, 44 § 7
Outside debt limits, 44 § 8
Railroad aid, payment of interest, 44 § 57
Refunding, 44 §§ 6A, 11
Regulation, 44 § 2
Renewable energy, 44 § 7
Replacing funds lost or unavailable, 44 § 8B
Report, 44 § 28
Sewage disposal, 44 § 7
Sewer construction, 44 § 7
Sidewalks, 44 § 7
Solid waste disposal facilities, 44 § 28C
Borrowing outside debt limit, 44 § 8
Special Act authorizing for specified pur-
pose, application, 4 § 8
State acquisition, conservation or recreation
purposes, 44 § 8C
Street railways, 44 § 8
Swimming pool, 44 § 7
Tax property appraisal contracts, 44 § 7
Temporary loan, 44 §§ 4, 6, 8
Balance applied to payments, 44 § 17
Time limit, 44 §§ 7, 8
Trust agreements securing, 44 § 22C
Unpaid bills of previous years, payment, 44
§ 64
Urban renewal projects, limitation, 121B
§ 21
Approval, 12 IB § 22
Veterans memorials, 44 § 8
MUNICIPAL FINANCE—Cont'd
Indebtedness—Cont'd
Vote authorizing, 44 § 7
Walls, highway protection, 44 § 7
Water meters, 44 § 8
Water pollution control, 44 § 6A
Water supply, time limit, 44 § 8
Wharves, improvements, 44 § 7
Wine for officials, 44 § 58
Indemnity, contracts, financial services, 44 § 16
Industrial accident board awards or orders,
incurring liabilities in excess of appropria-
tion, 44 § 31
Industrial Development Financing Authorities,
this index
Insurance, bonds, 44 § 22A
Interest rate on security, 44 § 22
Variable interest rates, 44 § 22A
Approval, 59 § 23
Investigations, 44 § 46A
Investments,
Community preservation fund proceeds, 44B
§ 7
Public funds on deposit, limitations. 44 § 55
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Trust fund, 44 § 54
Lakes, publicly owned freshwater lakes and
great ponds, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Land damages, temporary loan, 44 § 6
Landfill areas, 44 §§ 8, 28C
Opening and closing, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Liabilities in excess of appropriations, 44 § 31
Liability for debts, 44 §§ 14, 15
Life insurance contracts, funding, officers and
employees, 44 § 67
Limitation,
Deposits, 44 § 55
Districts, 44 § 9
Effective date, 44 § 7
Indebtedness, ante
Lost funds, replacement, 44 § 8B
Majority vote, definitions, 44 § 1
Mandamus, enforcement of law, 44 § 59
Medical services, federal funds for reimbursa-
ble services, 44 § 72
Memorials to armed forces, time, limitation, 44
§ 8
Municipal finance oversight board, definitions,
44 § 1
Net indebtedness, specific purpose, 44 § 3
Notes. Bonds, generally, ante
Notice,
Likely inability to pay bonds, 44 § 19A
Refunding bonds, interest rate increase, 44
§ 21A
Off duty work details, disposition of money
received for, 44 § 53C
Off street parking facilities, 40 § 22B
Order, bond issue, 44 § 8A
Paying agents, contracts, 44 § 16
Payment,
Note, 44 § 25
Unpaid bills of previous years, 44 § 64
Payroll deductions, deferred compensation pro-
grams, officers and employees, 44 § 67
Petitions for audits, 44 § 35 et seq.
Pollution of water. Water Pollution, this index
Ponds, publicly owned freshwater lakes and
great ponds, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Private accountants, auditing accounts. 44 § 42
Privileges and immunities, contracts, financial
services, 44 § 16
Public lighting installations. 44 § 7
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Publicly owned freshwater lakes and great
ponds, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Real estate,
Acquisition, 44 § 7
Conservation or recreation purposes, 44
§ 8C
Proceeds from sale, 44 § 63
Receipts, deposit, 44 § 53
Records and recordation, contracts, services, 44
§ 16
Recreational facilities, outdoor, construction.
44§ 7
Recreational purposes, real estate acquisition,
44 § 8C
Refunding,
Bonds, ante
Debts, 44 § 11
Notes, 44 § 17
Securities, 44 § 21
Regional school districts,
Accounting systems, 44 § 35 et seq.
Audit of account, 44 § 40
Bond and note, 44 § 28A
Petition for audit, 44 § 35
Regulation of indebtedness, 44 § 2
Reimbursement,
Bonds, secured by insurance or by letters or
lines of credit, 44 § 22A
United States, programs or activities carried
out by municipalities, contracts, 44
§§ 70, 71
Renewable energy, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Replacement, funds lost or unavailable, 44
§ 8B
Reports, audits and auditors, suspected irregu-
larities, illegal acts, 44 § 42A
Reserve funds, 59 § 25
Reservoirs, indebtedness in excess of limits, 44
§ 8
Retroactive salary increases, 44 § 68
Revenue, definitions, 44 § 1
Salaries, budgets, 44 § 33A
Sales,
Bonds, ante
Real estate, disposition of proceeds, 44 § 63
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Scholarship funds, 60 § 3B
School committees, consolidation of adminis-
trative functions, 71 § 37M
Seal, bonds, printed facsimile, 44 § 16B
Securities, investment of funds, 44 § 54
Security, bonds, 44 § 22A
Sewage, definitions, 44 § 1
Sewage treatment and disposal facilities, defini-
tions, 44 § 1
Sewerage systems. 44 § 8
Signatures, notice, 44 § 24
Sinking funds, 44 § 47 et seq.
Eminent domain on sale of real estate, addi-
tion to, 44 § 63
Proceeds from sale of real estate, 44 § 63
Tax levy, 44 § 16
Snow and ice, removal, reports, appropriations,
expenditures, 44 § 31
D
Solid waste, disposal facilities, 44 §§ 8, 28C
Regional incinerator, 44 § 8
Special detail work, compensation, deposits
and expenditures, 44 § 53C
Stabilization fund, 40 § 5B
State treasury, payments, amounts due or over-
due on bonds, 44 § 19A
Storms, incurring liabilities in excess of appro-
priations, 44 § 31
MUNICIPAL
MUNICIPAL FINANCE—Cont'd
Supplies, accounting system, supplying at cost,
44 § 38
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21
B
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Television and radio, community antenna tele-
vision systems, 44 §§ 8A, 8
Temporary loans.
Anticipation of revenue, 44 § 4
Expenditures, 44 § 20A
Serial bonds or notes, 44 § 17
Indebtedness in excess of limits, 44 § 8
Traffic control devices, installation expenses,
445 6
Tennis court construction, indebtedness. 44 § 7
Time, limitation of indebtedness, 44 § 7
Town, definitions, 44 § 1
Traffic control devices, temporary loans, instal-
lation expenses, 44 § 6
Transfers,
General funds in lieu of taxes, off street
parking facilities, 40 § 22B
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Trust agreements, bonds, 44 § 22A
Trust companies,
Bonds, issuance, trust agreement, 44 § 22A
Certificates of deposit, investments, 44 § 55
Contracts, services, 44 § 16
Trust funds, investment, 44 § 54
I rusts and trustees, securing bonds, notes, trust
agreements, 44 § 22C
Two thirds vote,
Definitions, 44 § 1
General act, 44 § 2
Special Act, 44 § 2
Unavailable funds bank failure, replacement,
44 § 8B
I Uniformity of accounting system, 44 § 38
United States, reimbursements, programs or
activities carried out by municipality, 44
S§ 70,71
United States government securities, invest-
ments, 44 § 55
Unpaid bills of previous years, payment, 44
§ 64
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, 40 § 60
Vacation pay, advancement, 44 § 65 *
Water Pollution, this index
Wharves, improvements, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Workers compensation, self insurance, re-
serves. 40 § 13C
MUNICIPAL FINANCE OVERSIGHT
BOARD
Definitions,
Municipal finance. 44 § 1
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSES
Golf, this index
MUNICIPAL HEARING OFFICERS
Definitions, cities and towns, fines and penal-
ties, 40U § 1
MUNICIPAL HOSPITALS
Hospitals, generally, this index
MUNICIPAL LIGHT BOARD
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
MUNICIPAL LIGHT COMMISSION
Definitions. 164 § 56A
MUNICIPAL LIGHTING PLANTS
See, also, Gas and Electricity, generally, this
index
Accountants, town, powers, 164 § 56
Accounts and accounting.
Inspection, 164 § 56
Manager, duty to keep, 164 § 56
Town accountants, powers. 164 § 56
Actions and proceedings, rates and charges,
consideration in tax sale redemption
terms. 60 § 76B
Additions, appropriations, 164 § 57
Advancement, anticipation of appropriations,
164 § 57A
Agents, employment by manager, 164 § 56
Annual expenses, definitions, 164 § 57
Annual report, 164 § 57
Application of law, natural gas, sale, 164 § 69A
Appointment, manager of municipal lighting,
164 § 56
Appropriations,
Depreciation fund, 164 § 57
Estimated cost, gas and electricity, 164 § 57
Maintenance and operation, 164 § 57A
Use, 164 § 57
Attorneys, authority to employ, 164 § 56
Audits and auditors.
Accounts, inspection, 164 § 56
Bills or payrolls, approval, payment, 164
§ 56
Settlement of accounts, 164 § 56
Balances, statement by manager, 164 § 56
Bills,
Approval, payment, 164 § 56
Collection, manager of municipal lighting,
164 § 56
Payment, 164 § 57A
Bills on account, payment, 164 § 57A
Boards and commissions,
Election, 41 § 23
Municipal light board, generally, post
Municipal light commission, generally, post
Powers and duties, board of public works, 41
§ 69D
Selectmen to act, vote on petition, 41 § 21
Bonds,
Contracts, 164 § 56B
Depreciation fund, use for payment. 164
§ 57
Interest, estimates, 164 § 57
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), manager. 164
§ 56
Certificates of indebtedness,
Depreciation fund, use for payment, 164
§ 57
Interest, estimate, 164 § 57
City auditor, accounts, inspection, 164 § 56
City council,
Compensation and term of office, manager,
duty to fix, 164 § 56
Depreciation fund, appropriation, 164 § 57
Claims, settlement, 164 § 56
Collection,
Bills, manager of municipal lighting, 164
§ 56
Receipts, appropriations in advance, 164
§ 57A
Compensation and salaries, manager of munici-
pal lighting, 164 § 56
Contracts,
Advertisements, proposals, 164 § 56D
Copies, 164 § 56C
Writing, 164 § 56B
Cost of the plant, definitions, 164 § 57
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Costs, gas and electricity, 164 § 57
Debts/
Enlargements, post
Estimate, 164 § 57
Extension, post
Limitation of indebtedness, 44 § 8
Restriction on incurring, 164 § 57
Statement by manager, 164 § 56
Depreciation,
Estimate, 164 § 57
Fund, keeping and management. 164 § 57
Sum for, use, 164 § 57
Surplus, annual allowances, use. 164 § 57
Disbursements, statement by manager. 164
§ 56
Distribution of gas or electricity,
Manager of municipal lighting, duties, 164
§ 56
Natural gas, 164 § 69A
Employees. Officers and employees, generally,
post
Enlargements,
Appropriations, 164 § 57
Cost of plant, expenditure included. 164
§ 57
Debts, limitation. 44 § 8
Depreciation sum. use, restrictions, 164 § 57
Natural gas, sale, 164 § 69A
Surplus, annual allowances for depreciation,
use. 164 § 57
Establishment,
Cost of plant, expenditures included. 164
§ 57
Debts, limitation, 44 § 8
Natural gas, sale, 164 § 69A
Estimates,
Gas and electricity. 164 § 57
Income and expenses, 164 § 57
Expenses and expenditures.
Appropriations and sales income, use for,
164 § 57
Estimate, 164 § 57
Statement by manager, 164 § 56
Extension,
Appropriations, 164 § 57
Cost of plant, expenditure included, 164
§ 57
Debts, limitation, 44 § 8
Depreciation sum, use, restriction, 164 § 57
Natural gas, sale. 164 § 69A
Surplus, annual allowances for depreciation,
use, 164 § 57
Facilities, natural gas, purchase, sale or distri-
bution, 164 § 69A
fiscal year, estimate, income and expenses. 164
§ 57
Fraud, claims, disapproval for payment, 164
§ 56
Funds.
Depreciation fund, 164 § 57
Keeping and management. 164 § 57
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Separate fund, surplus of annual allowances
for depreciation, 164 § 57
Income, use, 164 § 57
Indebtedness. Debts, generally, ante
Inspections and inspectors, accounts. 164 § 56
Interest,
Bonds, estimate, 164 § 57
Estimates. 164 § 57
Investments, depreciation fund, 164 § 57
MUNICIPAL
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Labor and employment, agents or servants,
manager, duties, 164 § 56
Land, depreciation, estimate, effect, 164 § 57
Liabilities, natural gas, sale, 164 § 69A
Liens and incumbrances, nonpayment, gas,
electric or steam service, 164 §§ 58B et
seq., 58C
Loans,
Anticipation of revenue, 164 § 57A
Natural gas, sale, 164 § 69A
Loss in operation, estimate, 164 § 57
Maintenance. Repairs and maintenance, gen-
erally, post
Managers and management, 164 § 56
Appointment, 164 § 56
Contracts, 164 § 56A
Copies, 164 § 56C
Depreciation fund, 164 § 57
Duties of manager, 164 § 56
Estimate, income and expenses, 164 § 57
Fines and penalties, contracts, 164 § 56C
Manufacturers and manufacturing, manager of
municipal lighting, duties, 164 § 56
Mayors,
Appointment, manager of municipal light-
ing, 164 § 56
Estimate, income and expenses, 164 § 57
Municipal light board,
Appointment, manager of municipal light-
ing, 164 § 56
Compensation and term of office, manager,
duty to fix, 164 § 56
Depreciation fund, appropriation, 164 § 57
Estimate, income and expenses, 164 § 57
Municipal light commission, 164 § 56A et seq.
Bids, 164 § 56D
Bonuses prohibited, 164 § 56A
Commissions prohibited, 164 § 56A
Conflict of interest, 164 § 56A
Contracts, 164 §§ 56A, 56C
Bids, 164 § 56D
Contributions prohibited, 164 § 56A
Definitions, 164 § 56A
Discounts prohibited, 164 § 56A
Fines and penalties, 164 § 56A
Contracts, 164 § 56C
Gifts prohibited, 164 § 56A
Splitting contracts, 164 § 56D
Natural gas, authority to purchase, sell and
distribute, 164 § 69A
Negotiable instruments,
Depreciation fund, use for payment, 164
§ 57
Interest, estimate, 164 § 57
Oaths and affirmations, accounts or claims,
settlement, 164 § 56
Officers and employees,
Accounts, inspection, 164 § 56
Bills or payrolls, approval, payment, 164
§ 56
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Settlement of accounts or claims, 164 § 56
Statement by manager to, contents, 164 § 56
Operation,
Appropriations, 164 § 57A
Estimate of expenses, 164 § 57
Loss, computation, matters considered, 164
§ 57
Manager of municipal lighting, duties, 164
§ 56
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
MUNICIPAL LIGHTING PLANTS—Cont'd
Payments, bills on account, advance of receipts,
164 § 57A
Payrolls, payment, approval, 164 § 56
Perjury, false oath, accounts or claims, settle-
ment, 164 § 56
Places, order of department of public utilities,
164 § 56D
Powers and duties, natural gas, sales, 164
§ 69A
Prices, supplies, manager, duties, 164 § 56
Purchasers, natural gas, 164 § 69A
Purchases,
Cost of plant, expenditures included, 164
§ 57
Debts, limitation, 44 § 8
Supplies, manager, duties, 164 § 56
Quality, supplies, manager, duties, 164 § 56
Quantity, supplies, 164 § 56
Rates and charges,
Errors and irregularities, tax title validity, 60
§ 76B
Taxation, certificates, charges due plants, 60
§ 23
Receipts,
Appropriations taken from, 164 § 57A
Collection, advance of appropriations, 164
§ 57A
Statement by manager, 164 § 56
Reconstruction,
Appropriations, 164 § 57
Depreciation sum, use, restrictions, 164 § 57
Surplus, annual allowances for depreciation,
use, 164 § 57
Renewals, surplus, annual allowances for de-
preciation, use for, 164 § 57
Repairs and maintenance,
Appropriations, 164 § 57A
Depreciation sum, use, restriction. 164 § 57
Estimate of expenses, 164 § 57
Limitation of indebtedness, 44 § 8
Surplus, annual allowances for depreciation,
use, 164 § 57
Sales,
Estimate, 164 § 57
Income, use, 164 § 57
Natural gas, 164 § 69A
Selectmen,
Accounts, inspection, 164 § 56
Appointment, manager of municipal light-
ing, 164 § 56
Bills or payrolls, approval, 164 § 56
Compensation and term of office, manager,
duty to fix, 164 § 56
Depreciation fund, appropriation, 164 § 57
Estimate, income and expenses, 164 § 57
Settlement of accounts or claims, 164 § 56
Servants, employment by manager, 164 § 56
Settlement of accounts, procedure, 164 § 56
Sinking funds, estimate, 164 § 57
Statements,
Annual statement, manager, 164 § 56
Manager of municipal lighting, contents, 164
§ 56
Supplies, manager of municipal lighting, duties,
164 § 56
Sureties, bond, manager of municipal lighting,
164 § 56
Surplus,
Annual allowances for depreciation, sepa-
rate fund, 164 § 57
Use, 164 § 57
Taxation,
Certificates, charges due plants, 60 § 23
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Taxation—Cont'd
Estimated cost, gas and electricity, 164 § 57
Nonpayment of service charges, liens on real
estate, 164 § 58B
Redemption from tax sales, deductions, rates
and charges, errors or irregularities in
amount, 60 § 62
Term of office, manager of municipal lighting,
164 § 56
Time, supplies, manager, duties, 164 § 56
Treasurer of city or town,
Depreciation fund, duties, 164 § 57
Moneys, payment to, 164 § 56
Payments in advance of appropriations, 164
§ 57A
Trust funds, other post employment benefits
trust fund, 32B § 20
Votes and voting, appropriations, use, 164 § 57
Water power appurtenant, depreciation, esti-
mate, effect, 164 § 57
MUNICIPAL PARKS
Parks and Playgrounds, generally, this index
MUNICIPAL PLANNING
Generally, 41 § 70 et seq.
Zoning and Planning, generally, this index
MUNICIPAL PURPOSE
Definition, taking or purchase of land, ease-
ment or right, 40 § 14
MUNICIPAL ZONING
Zoning and Planning, generally, this index
MUNICIPALITIES
Cities and Towns, generally, this index
Counties, generally, this index
Definitions, acceptance of statutes, 4 § 4
MUSIC AND MUSICIANS
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
Schools and School Districts, this index
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
School bands, purchase, 71 § 47
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
MUSKRATS
Fish and Game, generally, this index
MUTE PERSONS
Hearing Impaired Persons, generally, this index
MUTILATION
Community preservation property, actions and
proceedings, 44B § 15
Parking violation notice, penalty, 90 § 20D
MUTUAL AID
Public safety, political subdivisions, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
MUTUAL AID ASSISTANCE
Definitions, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
MUTUAL FUNDS
Municipal employee deferred compensation
program, investments, 44 § 67
MWTTIF
Manufacturing workforce training, tax incre-
ment financing, cities and towns, 40 § 60A
NONPROFIT
NAMES
Assessment of real estate, 59 § 11
( lharities, this index
Educational collaborative boards, 40 § 4E
Error in not to prevent collection of tax, 60
§ 21
Firemen, solicitation. 41 § 98E
Police, this index
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Regional school district, power to adopt, 71
§ 16
Schools and school districts, charter schools, 71
§ 89
Taking in name of one or more of several
owners, 60 § 56
Taxation, this index
Taxicabs, displaying names, 40 § 22
NANTUCKET COUNTY
See, also, Counties, generally, this index
Taxation, regulation. 35 § 30
Taxicab markings, exemptions, 40 § 22
NATIONAL BANKING ASSOCIATION
Tax collection, associations designated to re-
ceive tax payments, 60 § 2A
NATIONAL BANKS
Banks and Banking, generally, this index
Deposits and collections, tax exemption. 59 § 5
Tax exemptions, deposits, 59 § 5
NATIONAL DEFENSE
War and Civil Defense, generally, this index
NATIONAL FLAG
Flags, generally, this index
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
United States, generally, this index
NATIONAL GUARD
Military Forces, generally, this index
NATIONAL ORIGIN
Discrimination In Employment, generally, this
index
NATURAL GAS
Oil and Gas, generally, this index
NATURAL RESOURCES
Recreational lands, taxation, 61B § 1 et seq.
NATURAL SCIENCE LECTURES
Schools and school districts. 71 § 27
NAVAL FORCES
Military Forces, generally, this index
NAVIGABLE WATERS AND NAVIGATION
Waters and Watercourses, generally, this index
NAVY
Military Forces, generally, this index
NEAT CATTLE
Animals, generally, this index
NECESSARIES
Cities and towns, borrowing, 44 § 8
Emergencies, town appropriations, 40 §§ 19,
20
NEEDY PERSONS
Indigent Persons, generally, this index
NEGLIGENCE
Automobiles. Motor Vehicles, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS
Abandoned or unclaimed property, cities and
towns, districts, checks, 200A § 9A
Anticipation of federal funds, extended school
services, children of employed mothers, 71
§ 26D
Appeal and review, abandoned or unclaimed
property, checks, 200A § 9A
Bad checks,
Cities and towns, services rendered, 44 § 69
Districts, services rendered, 44 § 69
Penalty charges, 60 § 57A
Bank Deposits and Collections, generally, this
index
Bank treasurers check, town bill payment, 41
§ 35
Bearer instruments,
Districts, 44 § 24A
Towns, 44 § 24A
Bid deposits, public contracts, 30 § 39M
Bonds, generally, this index
Certified checks, bid deposits, public contracts,
30 § 39M
Checks.
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, this in-
dex
Bad checks, generally, ante
Cities and towns.
Districts, abandoned or unclaimed prop-
erty, 200A § 9A
Services, checks for services not duly paid,
penalties. 44 § 69
City or town accounts, payment, 41 § 38A
Districts, services, checks for services not
duly paid, penalties. 44 § 69
Facsimile signatures. 107 § 45A
NSF checks. Bad checks, generally, ante
Payments, wages, cashing facilities. 149
§ 148
Cities and Towns, this index
Controlled substances, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Debt limit, extended school services, anticipa-
tion of federal funds, 71 § 26D
Districts,
Abandoned or unclaimed property, checks,
200A§ 9A
Payments, inability or likely inability to
make, 44 § 19A
Drafts,
Checks, generally, ante
Payment of wages, cashing facilities, 149
§ 148
Fines and penalties.
Cities and towns, checks for services not
duly paid, 44 § 69
Districts, checks for services not duly paid,
44 § 69
Forfeiture, controlled substances, 94C § 47
Internet, cities and towns, districts, abandoned
or unclaimed property. 200A § 9A
Local taxes, payment with bad check, penalty
charge, 60 § 57A
Municipal Finance, generally, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Notice, cities and towns, districts, abandoned
or unclaimed property, 200A § 9A
Payments. Checks, ante
Regional police districts, power to issue notes,
41 § 99E
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NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS—Cont'd
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 §§ 44F,
44K
Regional school districts. Schools and School
Districts, this index
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
Sewer connections, cost, 83 § 3
Signatures, facsimiles, treasurers. 107 § 45A
Stop payment orders, abandoned or unclaimed
property, cities and towns, districts. 200A
§ 9A
Tax assessments—special, bad checks, penalty
charge, 60 § 57A
Worthless checks. Bad checks, generally, ante
NET INDEBTEDNESS
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
NETS AND SEINES
Fish and Game, this index
NEW ENGLAND POWER COMPANY
Cities and towns, assessed valuation, agree-
ments, 59 § 38H
NEW ENGLAND SYNOD
Lutheran Church in America, tax exemption of
residence of president, 59 § 5
NEW SMART GROWTH DEVELOPMENT
Definitions, school funds, smart growth, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
NEW YEARS DAY
Fire chiefs on duty, additional pay, 48 § 57E
Firefighters, additional pay or day off, 48
§ 571)
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
Policeman on duty, additional pay or day off,
147 § 17A
NEWBURYPORT
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
City marshals, working on holidays, 147 § 17F
NEWSPAPERS
Advertisements, generally, this index
Schools and school districts, purchases, 30B
§ 7
NIGHT SCHOOLS
Evening Schools, generally, this index
NITROGEN
Sewers and sewer systems, discharge, reduc-
tion, elimination, 83 § 1A et seq.
NO FAULT INSURANCE
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
NOISE
Cities and towns, abatement or control. 40
§ 21
Motor Vehicles, this index
NONJOINDER
Parties, generally, this index
NONNEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
NONPROFIT HOSPITAL SERVICE CORPO-
RATIONS
Hospital Service Corporations, generally, this
index
NONPROFIT
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
Dental Service Corporations, generally, this in-
dex
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
Veterans, tax exemptions, 59 § 5
NONRESIDENTS
See, also, Domicile and Residence, general-
ly, this index
Admission to schools, 71 § 6A
Exemption, motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
Library privileges, 78 § 8
Manufactured homes and manufactured hous-
ing communities, military personnel, li-
cense fee exemption, 140 § 32G
Military personnel,
Manufactured housing communities, license
fee exemption, 140 § 32G
Tax exemption for mobile home, 59 § 5
Motor vehicle excise tax, exemption, 60A § 1
Personal estate, 59 § 18
Petition, establish title to low value lands held
by municipality under tax title, 60 § 80B
Restraining doing business in state until tax is
paid, 60 § 91
Schools and School Districts, this index
Service of process. Process, this index
Students, regional school district reimburse-
ments, disposition, 71 § 16Dfe
Tax list, furnished assessor, 59 § 29
Taxation, this index
NORFOLK CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
NORTH SUDBURY WATERSHED
Watershed Management, generally, this index
NORUMBEGA RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
NOTARIES PUBLIC
Taxation, administration of oath to list fur-
nished assessor, 59 § 31
NOTES
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
Sewer connection, costs, issuance of notes to
cover costs, 83 § 3
Tax collectors and collections, acceptance of
payment, 60 § 2
NOTICE
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, this index
Additional assessment, agricultural lands, 61A
§ 7
Advertisements, generally, this index
Amount of tax, 59 § 23A; 60 § 3
Appellate tax board proceedings, service of
process, 58A § 9
Assessment, 59 § 29
Instructions by commissioner, 58 § 5
Assignments, this index
Attempts, suicide, lockup detainees, 40 § 36A
Ballots. Elections, this index
Bicycles, this index
Board of health, school children infected with
dangerous disease, 71 § 55A
Boats and Boating, this index
Building Inspectors, this index
Bylaws, towns, 40 § 32
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, this index
NOTICE—Cont'd
Charges and fees added to tax for collection,
60 § 15
Charities, this index
Children and Minors, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
City Auditors, this index
Collector purchasing for town, 60 § 48
Contagious diseases. Diseases, this index
Counties, this index
County commissioners, valuation of land held
by county in cities and towns, 58 § 14
Curfews, 40 § 37A
Dead bodies. Cemeteries and Dead Bodies,
this index
Disallowance of application for valuation of
agricultural lands, taxation, 61A § 9
Diseases, this index
Districts, this index
Dredging, wetlands, 131 § 40
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, findings
of fact, 111 § 127B
Elections, this index
Equalization and apportionment of taxes on
towns, 58 § 10
Evening schools, 71 § 20
Examination of taxpayer imprisoned for non-
payment of tax, 60 § 31
Fire hazards, abatement order, 148 § 5
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Fires and Fire Protection, this index
Fish and Game, this index
Game. Fish and Game, this index
Group insurance, city and town employees in-
voluntarily terminated, election to contin-
ue coverage, 32B § 17
Guardian and Ward, this index
Highways and Streets, this index
Holder of tax title deemed invalid, 60 §§ 82, 83
Housing, this index
111 children, parent or guardian to be notified,
71 § 56
Infectious diseases. Diseases, this index
Initiative and Referendum, this index
Local aid fund, estimates, 58 § 25A
Lowland and Swamps, this index
Mail and Mailing, generally, this index
Motor vehicle excise tax, assessed, 60A § 2
Motor Vehicles, this index
Municipalities. Cities and Towns, this index
Negotiable Instruments, this index
Open Meetings, this index
Parks and playgrounds, lands no longer need-
ed, 40 § 15A
Planning. Zoning and Planning, this index
Police, this index
Political caucuses. Elections, this index
Posting, generally, this index
Private schools, physical examinations, stu-
dents, 71 § 57
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Public ways. Highways and Streets, this index
Publication,
Construction of statutory requirement, 4 § 6
Filing of petition for foreclosure of right of
redemption, 60 § 66
Sewage disposal works, acquisition of land,
83 § 6
Taking for taxes, 60 § 53
Tax sale, 60 § 40
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NOTICE—Cont'd
Purchase by town treasurer of low value lands
held by municipality under tax title, 60
§ 80
Real Estate, this index
Reclamation boards and districts. Lowland
and Swamps, this index
Recreational lands, intent to convert use, 61B
§ 9
Referendum. Initiative and Referendum, this
index
Regional refuse disposal districts, indebtedness,
40 § 44F
Regional school districts, elections, approval of
indebtedness, 71 § 16
Sales, this index
School Buildings and Grounds, this index
School officers and employees, certification,
denial, 71 § 38G
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
Selectmen, this index
Service, premises unfit for human habitation,
111 § 127B
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Ships and Shipping, this index
Special or betterment assessments. Tax As-
sessments—Special, this index
State Fire Marshal, this index
Streets. Highways and Streets, this index
Subdivision Control Law, this index
Suicide, attempts or threats, lockup detainees,
40 § 36A
Swamps. Lowland and Swamps, this index
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, this index
Tax Assessors, this index
Tax Bills, this index
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Tax Liens, this index
Tax Sales, this index
Tax Titles, this index
Taxation, this index
Teachers. Schoolteachers, this index
Telecommunications, this index
Termination, collaborative educational pro-
grams, 40 § 4E
Threats, suicide, lockup detainees, 40 § 36A
Town Meetings, this index
Town Treasurers, this index
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Trailers, theft, excise tax abatement, 60A § 1
Unclaimed property. Abandoned or Un-
claimed Property, this index
Uncollectible taxes, 59 § 71
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, sales, 40 § 60
Urban Redevelopment Corporations, this index
Water district meetings, posting, 41 § 119
Water Supply, this index
Ways. Highways and Streets, this index
Wetlands, dredging, 131 § 40
Zoning and Planning, this index
NUCLEAR ENERGY
Atomic Energy, generally, this index
NUISANCES
Abatement,
Expenses and expenditures,
Buildings or structures, 139 § 3A
Removal. Ill § 125
Vacant lands, securing, 139 § 3A
Health measures. 111 § 125
OPEN
NUISANCES—Cont'd
Buildings, this index
Garbage and refuse. Solid Waste, this index
Liens,
Structures and buildings, removal by city,
139 § 3A
Vacant lands, securing, 139 § 3A
Raits, operation without licenses, 91 § 10A
Records, liens, expenses, vacant lands, secur-
ing, 139 § 3A
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Solid Waste, this index
Vacant parcel of land, securing, 139 § 3A
NURSES AND NURSING
Appointment and assignment of duties, school
committee. 71 § 53
Appropriations, public health nurse uniforms.
40 § 6K
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Firefighters and fire departments, indemnifica-
tion of expenses. 41 § 100
Retired firemen, 41 § 100B
Police, indemnification of expenses. 41 § 100
Retired officers, 41 § 100B
Public health nurses, uniforms, appropriations,
40 § 6K
School officers and employees, association
dues, payroll deductions, 180 § 17E
Schools and School Districts, this index
Uniforms, public health nurses, appropriations,
40 § 6K
OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS
Aldermen, member of board, oath to pay roll,
41 § 41
Appeals board, Subdivision Control Law, 41
§ 81AA
Appellate lax board, administration, 58A § 11
Assessors. Tax Assessors, this index
Assistants.
Assessors, 41 § 107
Auditors and accountants, 41 § 49A
Town clerk. 41 § 19
Treasurer. 41 § 39A
Auditors, 41 § 107
Boats, information submitted by owner, excise
tax, 60B § 2
Certificates and certification, return, 41 § 16
Cigarette excise proceeds, allocations to trans-
portation authorities, common carriers, 58
§ 25B
Cities and Towns, this index
City Council, this index
Claims against town, 40 § 46
Collectors of taxes, 41 § 107
Constables, 41 § 107
Creditor of city or town, 41 § 52
Deputy fish weighers, 41 § 89
Penalty for violation, 41 § 90
District clerks, temporary clerk, 41 § 123
Executive secretary to selectmen, 41 § 23A
Fish weighers. 41 § 88
Health board, 41 § 107
Highway surveyors, 41 § 107
Keeper of lockup, 40 § 35
Measurers, 41 § 85
Moderator, town or district, 41 § 107
Municipal lighting plants, accounts or claims,
settlement, 164 § 56
Open meetings, investigations and investiga-
tors, 30A § 24
Payroll of city, 41 § 41
OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS—Cont'd
Perjury, generally, this index
Public welfare board, 41 § 107
Recreational lands, tax assessment, 61 B § 3
Road commissioners, 41 § 107
Schools and School Districts, this index
Selectmen, this index
Sewer commissioners, 41 § 107
Ships and vessels, information submitted by
owners to assessors office, excise tax, 60B
§ 2
Statutory construction, 4 §§ 6, 7
Street superintendent, 41 § 66
Surveyors, 41 § 85
Tax Assessors, this index
I axation, this index
Temporary officers,
Cities, 41 § 61A
Towns. 41 § 40
Town Accountant, this index
Town assessors, 41 § 27
Town Auditors, this index
Town Clerks, this index
Town collector of taxes, temporary officer, 41
§ 40
Town meeting moderator, 39 § 15
Town officers, return made, 41 § 16
Town Treasurers, this index
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Tree wardens, 41 § 107
Weights and Measures, this index
OBSTRUCTIONS
Sewers and drains. 83 §§ 9, 10
Sidewalks, 83 § 25
OCCUPATIONAL AND EMPLOYMENT
PROBLEMS
Young people, 71 § 38A
OCCUPATIONAL GUIDANCE AND PLACE-
MENT DIRECTORS
Schools and School Districts, this index
OFF STREET PARKING FACILITIES
Parking. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
OFFENSES
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
OFFERS
Bids and Bidding, generally, this index
OFFICIAL ADVERTISEMENTS
Advertisements, generally, this index
OFFICIAL BONDS
Bonds (Officers and Fiduciaries), generally,
this index
OIL AND GAS
See. also, Gas and Electricity, generally, this
index
Abatement of taxes, spills, cleanup and rede-
velopment, 59 § 59A
Cities and towns, purchase, sale and distribu-
tion, 164 § 69A
Municipal Lighting Plants, generally, this index
Pipeline companies. 40 § 43A
Pipes and pipelines, 40 § 43A
Valuation for taxation, 59 § 38A
Regulation of pipes and fixtures, 40 § 21
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OIL AND GAS—Cont'd
Spills.
Abatement of taxes, cleanup and redevelop-
ment, 59 § 59A
Prevention and response.
Abatement of taxes, cleanup and redevel-
opment. 59 § 59A
Taxation, abatement, cleanup and rede-
velopment, 59 § 59A
Taxation, abatement, cleanup and redevel-
opment. 59 § 59A
Taxation, abatement, spills, cleanup and rede-
velopment, 59 § 59A
OLD AGE
Aged Persons, generally, this index
OLD AGE ASSISTANCE
Social Services, generally, this index
OMITTED PROPERTY
Taxation,
Assessment, 59 § 75
Time, payment of interest, 59 § 57
OMNIBUS
Passenger carriers. Motor Carriers, this index
OPEN AREAS
Cities and towns, conservation commissions, 40
§ 8C
OPEN GOVERNMENT DMSION
Attorney general, 30A § 19
OPEN MEETINGS
Generally, 30A § 18 et seq.
Accounts and accounting, fines and penalties,
30A§ 19
Actions and proceedings, complaints, 30A § 23
Advisory commissions. 30A § 19
Advisory opinions, 30A § 25
Appeal and review, 30A § 23
Attorney general, open government division.
30A§ 19
Attorneys,
Confidential or privileged information, rec-
ords and recordation, disclosure. 30A
§ 22
Public officers and employees, executive ses-
sions, representation, 30A § 21
Certificates and certification, copies, statutes,
30A§ 20
Character and reputation, executive sessions.
30A § 21
Complaints, 30A § 23
Definitions, public bodies, 30A § 18
Disclosure, minutes, 30A § 22
Disruption, 30A § 20
Education, public bodies. 30A § 19
Emergencies, notice, 30A § 20
I \ ulcnce,
Appeal and review, burden of proof, 30A
§ 23
Complaints, remedial actions, 30A § 23
Executive sessions, 30A § 21
Exemptions, records and recordation. 30A § 22
Fees, disclosure, minutes, review, 30A § 22
Filing, notice, 30A § 20
Fines and penalties,
Accounts and accounting, 30A § 19
Orders. 30A § 23
Hearings, complaints. 30A § 23
Investigations and investigators, 30A § 24
OPEN
OPEN MEETINGS—Cont'd
Labor and employment, executive sessions,
public bodies, 30A § 21
Labor relations and disputes, public bodies,
executive sessions, 30A § 21
Letter rulings, 30A § 25
Limitation of actions, appeal and review, 30A
§ 23
Mental health, public officers and employees,
executive sessions, 30A § 21
Minutes, 30A § 22
Production of books and papers, 30A § 22
Notice,
Executive sessions, 30A § 21
Investigations and investigators, 30A § 24
Posting, 30A § 20
Oaths and affirmations, investigations and in-
vestigators, 30A § 24
Orders, 30A § 23
Withdrawal, 30A § 20
Physical condition, public officers and employ-
ees, executive sessions, 30A § 21
Posting, notice, 30A § 20
Production of books and papers,
Investigations and investigators, 30A § 24
Minutes, 30A § 22
Public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Public officers and employees, executive ses-
sions, 30A § 21
Records and recordation, 30A § 22
Executive sessions, 30A § 21
Reinstatement, public officers and employees,
orders, 30A § 23
Reports, enforcement, 30A § 19
Secret ballots, voting, 30A § 22
Service of process, investigations and investiga-
tors, notice, 30A § 24
State officers and employees, executive ses-
sions, 30A § 21
Subpoenas, investigations and investigators,
30A § 24
Supersedeas or stay, appeal and review, orders,
30A § 23
Tape and sound recording, 30A § 20
Time, notice, 30A § 20
Trade secrets, executive sessions, 30A § 21
Training,
Orders, 30A § 23
Public bodies, 30A § 19
Venue, appeal and review, 30A § 23
Videotape, 30A § 20
Withdrawal, 30A § 20
Witnesses, investigations and investigators, 30A
§ 24
OPEN SPACE LANDS
Affordable housing, smart growth, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Agricultural land, roll back taxes, application of
law, 61A§ 13
Community Preservation Act, 44B § 1 et seq.
Forests and forestry, roll back taxes, applica-
tion of law, 61 § 7
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
4415 § 1 et seq.
Master plan, zoning and planning, 41 § 81D
Recreational land, roll back taxes, application
of law, 61B§ 8
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Taxation, this index
OPINION EVIDENCE
Evidence, generally, this index
OPINIONS
Appellate tax board, 58A § 13
Publication and sale or distribution, 58A § 3
OPTIONAL MEDICARE EXTENSION
Definitions, municipal employees, 32B § 2
OPTOMETRISTS
Pupils, test, 71 § 57
Sight, examining children, 71 § 57
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
Petition to establish title to low value lands
held by municipality under tax title, 60
§ 80B
ORDERS OF COURT
Appellate tax board, service, 58A § 9
Cities and Towns, this index
Judgments and Decrees, generally, this index
Municipal finance, bond issue authorized, 44
§ 8A
Tax Assessments—Special, this index
Taxation, this index
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
ORDINANCES
See, also, Statutes, generally, this index
Affordable housing, smart growth, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Bicycles, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Dogs, this index
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Zoning and Planning, generally, this index
ORGANIZATIONAL COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q§ 1
ORIGINAL ASSESSED VALUE
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
ORIGINAL JURISDICTION
Jurisdiction, generally, this index
ORIGINAL PACKAGE
Imports, taxation, 59 § 33
ORNAMENTATION
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
ORPHANS
Adoption of Children, generally, this index
ORTHOGRAPH
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
OTHER STATES
Foreign States, generally, this index
OVERTIME PAY
Cities and towns,
Authorization, 149 § 33B
Time and a half, 149 § 33C
Police, this index
OWNERS AND OWNERSHIP
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, generally,
this index
Definitions, forest products tax, 61 § 1
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OWNERS AND OWNERSHIP—Cont'd
Information, tax commission furnishing, 58 § 3
Premises unfit for human habitation, 111
§ 127B
Ships and Shipping, this index
Unclaimed property. Abandoned or Un-
claimed Property, generally, this index
OYSTERS
Shellfish. Marine Fish and Fisheries, this in-
dex
PACKING MATERIAL
Fire prevention, 148 § 5
PALEONTOLOGICAL SITES
Historical commissions, cities and towns, re-
ports, 40 § 8D
PANAMANIAN INTERVENTION FORCE
VETERAN
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
PAPER
Books and Papers, generally, this index
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
PAPERS
Books and Papers, generally, this index
PARAPLEGICS
Veterans, taxation, reimbursement of munici-
palities for loss through abatement to vet-
erans, 58 § 8A
PARCELS
Definitions,
Forest products tax, 61 § 1
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
PARENT AND CHILD
Children and Minors, generally, this index
PARENTAGE
Children Born Out of Wedlock, generally, this
index
PARI MUTUEL WAGERING
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, this index
PARISHES
Religious Organizations and Societies, general-
ly, this index
PARK COMMISSIONERS
Election, 41 § 23
Planning board acting as, 41 §§ 72, 81C
Powers and duties,
Board of public works, 41 § 69D
Planning board, 41 § 72
Selectmen to act, vote on petition, 41 § 21
PARKING
Buses, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Fines and penalties, violations, 90 § 20Afe
Traffic Rules and Regulations, this index
PARKING METERS
Disabled veterans, exception, 40 § 22A
Handicapped persons, exception, 40 § 22A
Off street parking areas, 40 §§ 22B, 22C
Traffic and parking commission of Boston, 40
§ 22A
PERSON
PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS
Acquisition of land and buildings, sale of real
estate, use of funds, 44 § 63
Commissioners. Park Commissioners, general-
ly, this index
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
Development districts, cities and towns. 40Q
§ 2
Funds, recreation and park self supporting ser-
vice revolving funds, 44 § 53D
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
Sale of real estate, use ol funds, 44 § 63
Notice, land no longer needed. 40 § 15A
Planning. Zoning and Planning, this index
Recreation and park self supporting service
revolving funds, 44 § 53D
Sale of real estate, use of funds, 44 § 63
Subdivision control, necessity of plans to show,
41 § 81U
Trailer coach parks, tax exemption of trailer
coaches in certain parks. 59 § 5
Transfer of land, 40 § 15A
Water supply land. 40 § 15B
Zoning and Planning, this index
PARKWAYS
Planning board, master plan, 41 § 811)
PARLOR CAR CORPORATIONS
Payment of wages, 149 § 148
PARSONAGES
Taxation, exemption, 59 § 5
PARTIES
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
Assignments, generally, this index
Attachment, generally, this index
Costs, generally, this index
Definitions, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Improvement proceedings, lowland and
swamps, 252 § 4A
Lowland and swamps, improvement proceed-
ings, 252 § 4A
Mortgage Foreclosure, generally, this index
Petitions, generally, this index
Planning board member, representation of par-
ty of interest, 41 § 81
A
Pleadings, generally, this index
Political parties. Elections, this index
Prevailing party. Costs, generally, this index
Process, generally, this index
Taxation,
Enforcement of lien of cotenant paying tax,
60 § 86
Petition to establish title to low value lands
held by municipality under tax title, 60
§ SOB
Witnesses, generally, this index
PARTITION
Offer of redemption, taxation, 60 § 68
Special or betterment assessments, division, 80
§ 15
Tax sale,
Division as to portion of land divided by
partition. 60 § 68
Redemption where property is divided by
partition, 60 §§ 68, 76A
Taxation, division of real property, apportion-
ment of tax, 59 § 78A
PARTNERSHIPS
Excise tax, motor vehicles, 60A § 1
PARTNERSHIPS—Cont'd
Motor vehicles, excise tax, 60A § 1 et seq.
Personal property tax, 59 § 18
Service, statement with demand for payment of
tax. 60 § 16
Ships or vessels, taxation, 59 § 18
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
luxation,
Personal property, 59 § 18
Ships and vessels, 59 § 18
PASSENGERS
Ferries, generally, this index
Passenger carriers. Motor Carriers, this index
PATERNITY
Children Born Out of Wedlock, generally, this
index
PATHS
Cemeteries, 114 § 15
PATRIOTISM
Memorial Day observance, 71 § 32
Plaques, public school buildings, 71 § 69A
PATRIOTS DAY
Firefighters, additional day off or pay, 48
§ 57D
Holiday, policeman on duty, additional pay or
day off, 147 § I7A
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
PATROL MEMBER
Safety patrols, school committees, authority to
organize, 71 § 48A
School safety patrol, liability. 71 § 48A
PAUPERS
Indigent Persons, generally, this index
PAYMENTS
Cities and Towns, this index
Compensation and Salaries, this index
Fees, generally, this index
Partial payment of tax, 60 §§ 22A, 22
Person other than owner of fee paying tax, 60
§ 60
Public works construction contracts exceeding
appropriations, 44 § 31C
Room Occupancy Excise, this index
School Buildings and Grounds, this index
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Taxation, this index
Towns failure to assess and pay state or county
tax, 59 § 28
PAYROLLS
Compensation and Salaries, generally, this in-
dex
PEACE CORPS
Schoolteachers, service, leaves of absence. 71
§ 41B
PEACE OFFICERS
Badges, identification, 41 § 98C
Confidential or privileged information,
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Constables, generally, this index
Dogs, indemnification, 41 § 100H
Family information, disclosure. 66 § 10
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PEACE OFFICERS—Cont d
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Police, generally, this index
Public safety mutual aid. 40 § 4J
Records and recordation,
ly information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure. 66 § 10
Sheriffs, generally, this index
PECUNIARY INTEREST
Adverse or Pecuniary Interest, generally. I his
index
PELLET GUNS
Weapons, generally, this index
PENAL INSTITUTIONS
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
PENALTIES
Fines and Penalties, generally, this index
PENSION ASSOCIATIONS
Taxation, exemption of property, 59 § 5
PENSION RESERVE FUND
Credits, cities and towns, counties, districts, 40
§ 5D
PENSIONS
Retirement and Pensions, generally, this index
PER DIEM
See, also, Traveling Expenses, generally, this
index
Agricultural lands preservation committee. 20
§ 24
I ees, generally, this index
PERFORMANCE BONDS
Bonds (Officers and Fiduciaries), generally,
this index
PERJURY
Claimant against city or town, 41 § 52
Group insurance, city and town officers and
employees involuntarily terminated, certifi-
cation of ineligibility for other group cov-
erage, 32B § 17
Municipal lighting plants, false oath, account or
claim, 164 § 56
Recreational lands, tax assessments, 61 B § 3
Tax assessments, recreational lands, 61B § 3
PERMITS
Licenses and Permits, generally, this index
PERPETRATORS
Definitions, bullying, 71 § 370
PERSIAN GULF CRISIS
Tax exemptions, financial hardship caused by
change to active duty. 59 § 5
PERSIAN GULF VETERAN
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
PERSON
Definitions,
Local option meals excise. 64L § 6
Real estate time share. 183B § 2
Uniform procurement. 30B § 2
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
PERSONAL
PERSONAL AGENTS
Agents and Agency, generally, this index
PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANTS
Compensation and salaries, collective bargain-
ing agency service fees, payroll deductions,
180 § 17G
PERSONAL INJURIES
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
Aircraft, generally, this index
Armed forces. Military Forces, this index
Damages, generally, this index
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Military Forces, this index
Police, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Workers Compensation, generally, this index
PERSONAL LOANS
Loans, generally, this index
PERSONAL PROPERTY
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, generally,
this index
Abatement of taxes. Taxation, post
Attachment, generally, this index
Auctions and Auctioneers, generally, this index
Chattel mortgages. Secured Transactions, gen-
erally, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Consumer price index, estate value increase
measure, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Cooperative Banks, this index
Estate value increase measure, consumer price
index, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Execution, generally, this index
Executive committee for educational television,
powers, 71 § 131
Gifts, generally, this index
Interest, unpaid taxes, 59 § 57B
Sales, generally, this index
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
Tax assessments, information required, 59
§ 38F
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Taxable as personal estate, 59 § 4
Taxation,
Abatement of taxes,
Amount, 59 § 58A
Conditions, 59 § 61
Discovery proceedings in, 59 § 61A
Uncollectible taxes, 59 § 71
Aircraft, 59 § 18
Deceased persons, 59 § 18
Demand, service before distraining goods, 60
§ 16
Discovery in proceedings for abatement of
tax, 59 § 61A
Distraint for collection, notice of sale, 60
§ 25
Distress, collection of tax, 60 § 24
Elections, increases, 59 § 21C
Exemption, 59 § 5
Distress and sale, 60 § 24
Fishing vessels, 59 § 18
Foreign corporations, 59 § 29
Hospital or institution for treatment of men-
ially ill, exemption, 59 § 5
Interest on unpaid taxes, 59 § 57 et seq.
Joint owners, 59 § 18
Limitation, 59 § 21C
Lists, 59 § 29
PERSONAL PROPERTY—Cont'd
Taxation—Cont'd
Local usage classification, 40 § 56
Machinery, 59 § 18
Minimum abatement or refund, 59 § 58A
Mortgaged property. 59 § 19
Nonresidents, list to be furnished assessor,
59 § 29
Notice, 59 § 29
Assessor, city officer of amounts to be
levied, 59 § 23A
Omitted property, assessment, 59 § 75
Partial payment of tax prior to sale or taking
of property, 60 § 22
Partnership property, 59 § 18
Payments, preliminary tax payments, 59
§ 23D
Persons to whom assessed, 59 § 18
Pipe line, 59 § 3C
Place of assessment, 59 § 18
Pledged property, 59 § 19
Preliminary tax payments, 59 § 23D
Property subject to tax, 59 § 2
Refunds, 59 § 58A
Sale for taxes, 60 §§ 24, 25
Adjournment, 60 § 26
Sale of goods distrained, 60 § 25
Seizure and sale,
Collection of tax, 60 § 24
Goods for taxes, 60 §§ 24, 25
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 App.
U.S.C. §§ 561, 571
Ships and vessels, 59 § 18
Tangible personal property, 59 § 18
Unpaid bills, interest, 59 § 57 et seq.
Valuation, post
Telecommunications, tax assessments, 59 § 18
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Unclaimed property. Abandoned or Un-
claimed Property, generally, this index
Valuation, taxation, 59 § 38 et seq.
Books and lists open to public, 59 § 43
Estimate. 59 §§ 36, 37
Limitation, 59 § 21C
Wills, generally, this index
PESTICIDES
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
PETITIONS
Abatement, sewer rates and charges, 83 § 16E
Appellate tax board, appeals, 58A § 7
Delivery, postmarks, 58A § 7
Auditing of accounts,
Cities, 44 § 36
Municipalities, 44 § 35
Cities and Towns, this index
City Charters, this index
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
Corporations, this index
Districts, improvement of lowland and swamps,
252 § 4A
Elections, this index
Establish title to low value lands held by mu-
nicipality under tax title, 60 § 80B
Firefighters, indemnification, 41 § 100
Foreclosure, right of redemption under tax ti-
tle, 60 §§ 65, 76A, 76
Land with unoccupied buildings, 60 § 81A
Foreign corporation or nonresident from doing
business in state until tax is paid, 60 § 91
Housing, premises unfit for human habitation.
Ill § 127Bet seq.
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PETITIONS—Cont'd
In service training, police, 41 § 96B
Land Court, this index
Lowland and Swamps, this index
Police,
In service training exemptions, 41 § 96B
Indemnification, 41 § 100
Registered Land Titles, this index
Removal, collector of taxes, 41 § 39B
Sanitary code, enforcement. 111 § 127B et seq.
Sewer rates and charges, abatement, 83 § 16E
Special or betterment assessments. Tax As-
sessments—Special, this index
Suspension of collector of taxes, 41 § 39B
Swamps. Lowland and Swamps, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, this index
Tax Sales, this index
Taxation, this index
Time, abatement of assessment,
Deceased executor, administrator, heir or
devisee, 80 § 8
Failure to act, 80 § 10A
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Zoning and Planning, this index
PETROLEUM AND PETROLEUM PROD-
UCTS
Oil and Gas, generally, this index
PETS AND PET SHOPS
Dogs, generally, this index
Sterilization, shelter animals, 140 § 139A
PEWS
Taxation, exemption, 59 § 5
PEYOTE
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
PHARMACISTS AND PHARMACY
Contraceptives. Family Planning, this index
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
PHEASANTS
Poultry and Poultry Products, generally, this
index
PHILANTHROPIC ORGANIZATIONS
Charities, generally, this index
PHILIPPINE INSURRECTION
Tax exemption of veterans, 59 § 5
PHOTOGRAPHS AND PICTURES
Firemen, assignment of work, compensation,
41 § 108H
Police, assignment of work compensation. 41
§ 1081
Schools and school districts, procurement con-
tracts, 30B § 1
PHRASES
Words and Phrases, generally, this index
PHYSICAL DISABILITIES
Handicapped Persons, generally, this index
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Generally, 71 §§ 1, 3
Appropriation for employment of coaches, 71
§ 47
Equipment etc., 71 § 47
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS
Private schools, students, notice, 71 § 57
Schools and school districts, students, 71 § 57
PLYMOUTH
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS—Cont'd
Student returning after infection or exposure to
contagious disease. 71 § 55
PHYSICAL EXERCISE
Physical I ducation, generally, this index
PHYSICAL RESTRAINT
Schools and school districts, restraint of stu-
dents, rules and regulations, 71 § 37G
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED
Handicapped Persons, generally, this index
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN
Examination of pupils for, 71 § 57
Special classes, reimbursement, tuition, 71 § 10
PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
Cities and Towns, this index
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Examinations and examiners,
Hearing and sight of pupils, 71 § 57
Sight and hearing, 71 § 57
Health, Boards of, generally, this index
High schools, interscholastic football games,
attendance. 71 § 54A
Medical Attendance and Treatment, generally,
this index
Nurses and Nursing, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Sex education advisory committees, member-
ship, 71 § 380
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Treatment. Medical Attendance and Treat-
ment, generally, this index
PHYSIOLOGY
Alcoholic beverages, effects, 71 § 1
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
Narcotics, effect, 71 § 1
Stimulants, effects, 71 § 1
PICTURES
Photographs and Pictures, generally, this index
PIERS
Wharves, Piers and Docks, generally, this index
PILGRIM NUCLEAR POWER STATION
Property taxes, contract, Boston Edison Com-
pany and Plymouth, validation, 59 § 38H
PILLS
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
PILOTS
Aircraft, this index
PIPELINE COMPANIES
Oil and Gas, this index
PIPES AND PIPELINES
Appeal and review, tax assessments, valuation,
59 §§ 38A, 42A
Assessments, tax assessments, 59 § 3C
Valuation, 59 §§ 38A, 42A
Cities and Towns, this index
Gas. Oil and Gas. this index
Oil and Gas, this index
Personal property tax. 59 §§ 3C, 18
Petroleum products. Oil and Gas, this index
PIPES AND PIPELINES—Cont'd
Production of books and papers, tax assess-
ments, valuation, amendment, 59 § 42A
Tax assessments, 59 § 3C
Telecommunications, personal property, 59
§ 18
Valuation, 59 § 38A
Production of books and papers, amend-
ment, 59 § 42A
Telecommunications, taxation, personal prop-
erty, 59 § 18
Telegraph and telephone companies, valuation,
59 § 39
Valuation, tax assessments, 59 §§ 38A, 42A
Water Supply, this index
PISTOLS
Weapons, generally, this index
PLACE OF ABODE
Domicile and Residence, generally, this index
PLAINCLOTHESMEN
Clothing allowance, appropriations, 40 § 6B
PLAINTIFFS
Parties, generally, this index
PLANES
Aircraft, generally, this index
PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS
Tax assessments, 59 § 11
PLANNING
Zoning and Planning, generally, this index
PLANNING BOARDS
Subdivision Control Law, this index
Zoning and Planning, this index
PLANNING DISTRICTS
Regional planning districts. Zoning and Plan-
ning, this index
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
Betterments, 80 § 2
Cities and Towns, this index
Definitions, bullying, 71 § 370
Extended school services, 71 § 26B
Forests and Forestry, this index
Highways and Streets, this index
Housing, this index
Housing development incentive program, 40V
§ 2
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
Private ways, opening for public use, 41 § 74
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Registers of Deeds, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
Security, public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
Sewers and drains, 83 § 2
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 810
Approval, 41 § 81P
Survey board, 41 §§ 74, 75
New plans, 41 § 76
UCH TIF plans, urban center housing tax in-
crement financing plans, 40 § 60
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans. 40 § 60
1-91
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS—Cont'd
Water resource planning, water and sewer sys-
tems, rates and charges, 40 § 39J
Zoning and Planning, generally, this index
PLANT PESTS AND DISEASES
Dutch elm disease, borrowing for eradication.
44§ 8
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
PLANTS AND STATIONS
Municipal Lighting Plants, generally, this index
PLAQUES
Public school buildings, 71 § 69A
PLASTIC
Recycling, municipalities or districts. 40 § 8H
PLASTIC COVERED GREENHOUSES
Excise taxes, 59 § 8A
PLATS
Maps and Plats, generally, this index
PLAYGROUNDS
Parks and Playgrounds, generally, this index
PLEADINGS
Answers,
Offer of redemption, tax sale. 60 § 68
Redemption, offer of, tax sale, 60 § 68
Tax sales, petition for foreclosure of re-
demption right. 60 §§ 67, 68, 70
Appellate tax board,
Informal procedure, 58A §§ 7A, 7B
Service, 58A § 9
Complaints,
Petitions, generally, this index
Taxation, abatement proceedings, 59 § 64
Town bylaws, penalty for violation, 40 § 21
Evidence, generally, this index
Partition, generally, this index
Petitions, generally, this index
Signatures, generally, this index
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Failure to recite, penalty, 71 § 69
Schools and school districts, pupils to recite, 71
§ 69
PLEDGES
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 5SC
Construction of statutes, definition of pledge, 4
§ 7
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
Personal property, taxation. 59 § 19
School building assistance program, bonds. 70B
§ 3B
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
PLUMBERS AND PLUMBING
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
PLURAL NUMBER
Singular included, 4 § 6
PLYMOUTH
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Property taxes, pilgrim nuclear power station,
contract with Boston Edison Company,
validation, 59 § 38H
PLYMOUTH
PLYMOUTH CORRECTIONAL INSTITU-
TION
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
PODIATRISTS AND PODIATRY
Firemen, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired firemen, 41 § 100B
Indemnification, police officers, firemen and
persons aiding. 41 § 100
Police, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired officers, 41 § 100B
School children, examination of feet, 71 § 57
POISONS
Hazardous Substances and Waste, generally,
this index
Lead Poisoning, generally, this index
POLES AND WIRES
Tax assessments, telecommunications, personal
property, 59 § 18
Taxation, 59 § 18
Valuation, 59 § 39
Telecommunications, this index
POLICE
Generally, 41 § 96 et seq.
Accidents,
Death in line of duty, burial and funeral
expenses, 41 § 100G
Indemnification, hospital, medical expenses,
41 § 100
Reports, fees, copies, 66 § 10
Advertisements, rape reporting and prosecu-
tion unit, 41 § 97C
Appointments, 41 §§ 97, 133
Chiefs, 41 §§ 97A, 97, 101
Contracts, 41 § 1080
Felon, 41 § 96A
Officers, 41 § 96
Probationary period, 41 § 133
Reappointment, 41 § 133
Arrest, generally, this index
Assault and battery, performance of duty,
death, payment of burial and funeral ex-
penses, 41 § 100G
Assisting police, indemnification, 41 § 100
Associations and societies, attendance of meet-
ings, compensation, 41 § 100G16
Attorneys, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Beats, foot patrols, 41 § 98B
Benefits, mutual aid programs, 40 § 8G
Boston, this index
Budgets, regional police districts, 41 §§ 99E,
99G
Burial and funeral expenses, 41 §§ 100G14,
100G
Cards, identification of full time officers, 41
§ 98D
Career incentive pay program, 41 § 108L
Chiefs,
Absence, commanding officer to provide ser-
vice in other cities or towns, 41 § 99
Appointment, 41 §§ 97A, 97, 101
Vote on petition, 41 § 21
Compensation and salaries, 41 §§ 22, 1080;
48 § 57G
Conventions, attendance, 41 § 97E
Conditions of employment. 41 § 1080
Conventions, attendance, 41 § 97E
Discipline, contracts, 41 § 1080
Dismissal, contracts, 41 § 1080
Election, 41 § 23
POLICE—Contd
Chiefs—Cont'd
Employment contracts, 41 § 1080
Fringe benefits, contracts, 41 § 1080
Hearings, removal from office, 41 § 21A
Holiday work, compensation, 147 § 17F
Leaves of absence, contracts, 41 § 1080
Moving expenses, 41 § 1080
Notice, reappointment, 41 § 1080
Powers and duties, 41 § 98
Regional police districts, 41 §§ 99E, 99J
Reimbursement, expenses, 41 § 1080
Relocation expenses, 41 § 1080
Removal from office, 41 § 21
Hearings, 41 § 21A
Severance pay, contracts, 41 § 1080
Vacancy in office, 41 § 22
Weapons, 41 § 98
Working on holidays, 147 § 17F
Children and minors, tax exemption for surviv-
ors, 59 § 5
Chiropractors, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired officers, 41 § 100B
Civil service,
Chiefs, contracts, 41 § 1080
Student officers, 41 § 96B
Clothing allowance, members working without
uniform, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Collective bargaining. Labor organizations,
generally, post
Colleges and universities, 73 § 20
Attendance,
Compensation and hours of duty, 41
§ 108M
State universities, 73 § 20
Career incentive pay program, 41 § 108L
Compensation and salaries, enrollment in
course leading to degree, 41 § 108M
Daily logs, public record, 41 § 98F
Hours of duty, enrollment in career courses,
41 § 108M
Commanding officer, service in other cities or
towns, 41 § 99
Commissioner of public safety, 41 § 101
Communication installations, municipal fi-
nance, 44 § 7
Compensation and salaries, 41 §§ 97A, 97, 101
Absence from duty, injuries sustained in line
of duty, additional pay or day off, 147
§ 17A
Career incentive pay program, 41 § 108L
Chiefs, ante
Colleges and universities, attending, 41
§ 108M
Female officers, 41 § 108K
Fingerprint identification work, 41 § 1081
Holiday work, additional pay or day off. 147
§ 17A
Chief of police, 147 § 17F
In service training, 41 § 96B
Incentive pay program, 41 § 108L
Marshal, city, 48 § 57G
Minimum annual compensation, 41
§§ 108E, 108G
Mutual aid programs, 40 § 8G
Overtime pay, post
Photographic work assignment, 41 § 1081
Police association meetings, 41 § lOOGfe
Sundays, holidays falling on, additional pay
or day off, 147 § 17A
Superintendents of police, 48 § 57G
Training schools, attendance, 41 § 96B
Vacation day, additional pay or day off, 147
§ 17A
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POLICE—Contd
Compensation and salaries—Cont'd
Women officers, 41 § 108K
Confidential or privileged information,
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Handicapped persons, daily log, 41 § 98F
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Rape reports, 41 § 97D
Constables, generally, this index
Contiguous towns. Regional police districts,
generally, post
Contracts,
Chiefs, 41 § 1080
Mutual aid programs, 40 § 8G
Conventions and conferences, chiefs, attend-
ance, 41 § 97E
Copies, records, fees, 66 § 10
Daily log, 41 § 98F
Death,
Indemnification, 41 § 100
Line of duty,
Burial and funeral expenses, payment, 41
§ 100G
Tax exemption of surviving spouse, 59 § 5
Payment of overtime pay, 147 § 17E
Departments in towns, 41 §§ 97A, 97
Discharge, nonreappointment, 41 § 133
Dismissal,
Chiefs, contracts, 41 § 1080
Nonreappointment, 41 § 133
Payment of overtime pay, 147 § 17E
Dogs, this index
Domicile and residence, 41 § 99A
Officer killed in line of duty, tax exemption
of surviving spouse, 59 § 5
Drugs and medicine, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired officers, 41 § 100B
Education,
Career incentive pay program, 41 § 108L
Colleges and universities, generally, ante
Emergency firefighting, 41 § 97F
Evaluation, career incentive pay program, crim-
inal justice programs, 41 § 108L
Exemptions, in service training, 41 § 96B
Expenses and expenditures,
Burial and funeral expenses, payment, 41
§ 100G
Regional police districts, estimates, 41 § 991
Special duty, indemnity, 41 § 100
Training schools, attendance, 41 § 96B
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Fees, records, copies, 66 § 10
Felon not to be appointed, 41 § 96A
Female officers, compensation, 41 § 108K
Fingerprint identification work, compensation,
41 § 1081
Fire hazard abatement order, service, 148 § 5
Firefighting, prohibition, 41 § 97F
Five day and forty hour week, overtime, 147
§§ 17B, 17C
Foot patrols, 41 § 98B
Foreign states, mutual aid programs, 40 § 8G
Forfeited property, disposition, 94C § 47
Forty hour week, cities and towns, 149 §§ 33A,
33B
Fresh and continued pursuit, 41 § 98A
Fringe benefits, chiefs, contracts, 41 § 1080
Funeral expenses, 41 §§ lOOG'A, 100G
Guidelines, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Handicapped persons, daily log, confidential or
privileged information, 41 § 98F
Hearings, chief, removal from office, 41 § 21A
POLICE
POLICE—Cont'd
Holiday work, additional pay or day off, 147
§ 17A
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Hot pursuit, 41 § 98A
Hourly pay scale, overtime, 147 §§ 17B, 17C
Hours of duty, 147 § 17F
Colleges and universities, attending, 41
§ 108M
Identification, 41 §§ 98C, 98D
Identification cards, 41 § 98D
In service training. 41 § 96B
Incapacitated, leave of absence, 41 § 11 IF
Incentive pay program, 41 § 108L
Indemnity, 41 §§ 100, IMF
Dogs used in connection with official duties,
41 § 100H
Mutual aid programs, 40 § 8G
Retired officers, 41 § 100B
Initial interview, rape victims, officers same sex
as victim, 41 § 97B
Insurance,
Chiefs, contracts, 41 § 1080
Mutual aid programs. 40 § 8G
Reports, copies, fees, 66 § 10
Intermittent officers, in service training, 41
§ 96B
Keeper of lockup, powers. 40 § 36
Labor and Employment, this index
Labor organizations,
Domicile and residence, 41 § 99A
Regulations, police commissioner, public
safety head, priority, 1S0E § 7
Student officers, exemptions, 41 § 96B
Law schools, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Leave of absence,
Chiefs, contracts, 41 § 1080
Incapacity, 41 § 11 IF
Liability insurance, chiefs, contracts, 41 § 1080
Line of duty. Death, ante-
Lockup to be accessible, 40 § 37
Log, 41 § 98F
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.
this index
Medical expenses, indemnification, 41 § 100
Meetings, police association, compensation, 41
§ 100C4
Mentally retarded persons, daily log, confiden-
tial or privileged information, 41 § 98F
Minimum annual compensation. 41 §§ 108E,
108G
Mutual aid, 40 § 8G
Public safety, 40 § 4J
Names,
Badges, identification, 41 § 98C
Solicitation, 41 § 98E
Nonreappointment, 41 § 133
Notice, chiefs, reappointment. 41 § 1080
Nurses and Nursing, this index
Overtime pay, 41 § 111H; 147 §§ 17E, 17F,
17G; 149 § 33A
Emergencies, 149 § 33A
Hourly rate, 147 §§ 17B, 17C
Payment, separation from force, 147 § 17E
Parked vehicles, towing, 40 § 22D
Parking clerk, preferences. 90 § 20A/4
Part time employment, state universities, at-
tending, 73 § 20
Pay. Compensation and salaries, generally,
ante
Pensions. Retirement and Pensions, this index
POLICE—Cont'd
Performance standards, chiefs, contracts, 41
§ 1080
Personal injuries,
Indemnification, 41 §§ 100, IMF
Performance of duty,
Burial and funeral expenses, payment, 41
§ 100G
Leave of absence, 41 § IMF
Photographic work assignment, compensation.
41 § 1081
Plainclothesmen, clothing allowance, appropri-
ations, 40 § 6B
Plan E cities, minimum annual compensation.
41 § 108E
Podiatry, indemnification. 41 $ 100
Retired officers, 41 § 100B
Powers and duties, 41 § 98
Priorities and preferences, parking clerk. 90
§ 20Afe
Privileges and immunities, service in another
city or town, 41 § 99
Probationary appointment, 41 § 133
Prosthetic devices, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired officers, 41 § 100B
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Publicity, rape reporting and prosecution unit,
41 § 97B
Quality guidelines, career incentive pay pro-
gram, 41 § 108L
Rape,
Initial interview, police officers, same sex as
victim, 41 § 97B
Reporting and prosecution units, 41 § 97B
et seq.
Confidentiality, 41 § 97D
Special telephone exchange, 41 § 97C
Reappointment, 41 § 133
Reciprocity, mutual aid programs, 40 § 8G
Records and recordation,
Copies, fees. 66 § 10
Daily log, 41 § 98F
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Regional police districts. 41 § 99B et seq.
Acceptance of law. 41 § 99D
Revocation of acceptance, 41 § 99K
Apportionment of maintenance and opera-
tion costs, 41 § 99G
Budgets, 41 § 99G
Civil service, employees, 41 § 99J
Commissions, 41 § 99F et seq.
Departments, establishment. 41 §§ 99G, 99J
Elections, acceptance of law, 41 § 99D
Establishment. 41 § 99C
Expenses, estimates, 41 § 991
Jurisdiction, 41 § 99C
Powers and duties, 41 § 99E
Purpose of law, 41 § 99B
Revocation of acceptance of law, 41 § 99K
Regulations, 41 § 97A
Removal from office. 41 §§ 97A. 97
Chief,
Contracts, 41 § 1080
Hearings. 41 § 21A
Course of study at police training school,
failure to complete, 41 § 96B
In service training, failure to complete, 41
§ 96B
Nonreappointment. 41 § 133
Reports,
Copies, fees, 66 § 10
Forms, domestic violence, 41 § 98G
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POLICE—Cont'd
Reports—Cont'd
Rape, confidentiality, 41 § 97D
Requisition by another city or town, 41 § 99
Reserve police officers, in service training, 41
§ 96B
Resignation, payment of overtime pay, 147
§ 17E
Retirement and Pensions, this index
Rubber boots, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Salaries. Compensation and salaries, general-
ly, ante
Searches and Seizures, generally, this index
Service in other cities or towns, 41 § 99
Severance pay, chiefs, contracts, 41 § 1080
Sheriffs, generally, this index
Shoes, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Special duties,
Indemnity, 41 § 100
Leave of absence because of injuries, 41
§ IMF
Special law enforcement trust fund, controlled
substances, forfeitures, proceeds, 94C § 47
Special telephone exchange for rape reporting,
41 § 97C
State, lockup accessible to. 40 § 37
State colleges. Colleges and universities, gen-
erally, ante
State Police, generally, this index
Stop and frisk. 41 $ 98
Student officers, 41 § 96B
Suicide,
Lockup detainees. 40 § 36A
Training in prevention, 40 § 36C
Sunday, holidays falling on, additional pay or
day of, 147 § 17A
Superintendent, compensation, 48 § S7G
Superior Court, this index
Telecommunications,
Exchange for rape reporting, 41 § 97C
Home telephone numbers, disclosure, 66
§ 10
Term of office. 41 § 96
Termination, nonreappointment, 41 § 133
Tobacco and tobacco products, eligibility for
appointment, prohibition, smoking, 41
§ Mil \
Towing motor vehicles from ways, 40 § 22D
Training, suicide, prevention, 40 § 36C
Training schools, 41 § 96B
Rape reporting and prosecution units. 41
§ 97B
Traveling expenses, chiefs, contracts, 41
§ 108O
Uniforms, appropriation. 40 § 6B
Universities. Colleges and universities, gener-
ally, ante
Vacations, 41 §§ 111A, HID
Amount in lieu of, 41 § 1ME
Extra day off for work. 147 § 17A
Twenty years service, 41 § MIL
Villages and districts. 40 § 44
Volunteer firefighters, 41 § 97F
Wages. Compensation and salaries, generally.
ante
Weapons, 41 § 98
Women officers,
Compensation. 41 § 108K
Female rape victims, initial interview, 41
§ 97B
POLICE CADETS
Working hours, overtime, 147 ' 17B, 17C
POLICE
POLICE COMMISSIONERS
Boston, this index
Collective bargaining agreements, regulations,
priority, 150E § 7
POLICE VEHICLES
Death of officer in line of duty while operating
or riding, payment of burial and funeral
expenses, 41 § I00G
Indemnity, acts done while operating, 41 § 100
POLISH AMERICAN VETERANS, INC.
Leases, buildings, 40 § 9
POLITICAL CAUCUSES
Elections, this index
POLITICAL COMMITTEES
Elections, this index
POLITICAL NOMINATIONS
Elections, generally, this index
POLITICAL PARTIES
Elections, this index
POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS
Agricultural products, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Appeal to appellate tax board, payment of
costs, 58A§ 12
Audits and auditors, health care claims trust
funds, 32B § 3A
Bids and bidding, buildings, contracts, 30
§ 39M
Buildings, repairs and maintenance, contracts,
30 § 39M
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Cities and Towns, generally, this index
Contracts,
Emergency medical services, Uniform Pro-
curement Act, applicability, 30B § 1
Health care self insurance, administrative
services, 32B § 3A
Counties, generally, this index
Dairies and dairy products, procurement, prior-
ities and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Deferred compensation program, participation.
29 § 64D
Definitions, group insurance, 32B § 2
Dental self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Educational collaborative boards, 40 § 4E
Eggs, procurement, priorities and preferences,
30B §§ 4, 20
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Employees. Officers and employees, generally,
post
Energy, contracts, Procurement Act, applica-
tion of law, 30B § 1
Exemptions, motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
Fish and game, procurement, priorities and
preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Food, procurement, priorities and preferences,
30B §§ 4, 20
Fruits and vegetables, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Funds,
Distributions, controlled substances forfei-
tures, 94C § 47
Health care claims trust fund, 32B § 3A
Group insurance, 32B § 1 et seq.
Commission, coverage, 32B § 19
POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS—Cont'd
Health care, self insurance, administrative ser-
vices contract, 32B § 3A
Health care insurance, officers and employees,
32B§ 16
Insurance, self insurance, health care, adminis-
trative services contracts, 32B § 3A
Joint purchases, 7 § 22A
Law enforcement, funds, controlled substances
forfeitures, 94C § 47
Meat and meat products, procurement, priori-
ties and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Medical self insurance, administrative services,
contracts, 32B § 3A
Motor Vehicles, this index
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Officers and employees,
Deferred compensation program, partic-
ipation, 29 § 64D
Group insurance, 32B § 1 et seq.
Commission, coverage, 32B § 19
Optional insurance, health care services, 32B
§ 16
Statements furnished by official as to
amount of federal tax deducted and
withheld, 58 § 28B
Tax sheltered annuity programs, partic-
ipation, 29 § 64D
Withholding amounts from compensation
required by Internal Revenue Code, 58
§ 28A
Part time employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
Planning. Zoning and Planning, generally, this
index
Procurement, priorities and preferences, 30B
§ 20
Products liability, collective purchasing, 7
§ 22B
Public Improvements and Public Works, gener-
ally, this index
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Purchases,
Collective purchasing with Commonwealth
and other subdivisions, 7 §§ 22A, 22B
Products liability, collective purchases, 7
§ 22B
Warranties, collective purchasing, 7 § 22B
Reciprocal collection of taxes, foreign states, 58
§ 28C
Redemption from tax sale, 60 § 76A
Seafood, procurement, priorities and prefer-
ences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Seasonal employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
Services, collective purchasing, 7 §§ 22A, 22B
Surgical self insurance, administrative services
contracts, 32B § 3A
Tax sheltered annuity program, participation,
29 § 64D
Temporary employees, deferred compensation
program, participation, 29 § 64D
Towns. Cities and Towns, generally, this index
Warranties, collective purchases, 7 § 22B
Zoning and Planning, generally, this index
POLLS AND POLLING PLACES
Elections, this index
POLLUTION
Air Pollution, generally, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Water Pollution, generally, this index
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POLLUTION OF WATERS
Water Pollution, generally, this index
PONDS
Lakes and Ponds, generally, this index
POOR PERSONS
Indigent Persons, generally, this index
POPULAR NAME LAWS
Bid Act, public contracts, 149 § 44A et seq.
Board of Survey Act, 41 § 73 et seq.
Community Preservation Act, 44B § 1 et seq.
Dog Act, 140 § 136A et seq.
Equal Pay Act (teachers), 71 § 40
Exemption Act (taxation), 59 § 5
Finance Act (municipalities), 44 § 1 et seq.
Flag Salute Act, 71 § 69
Flood Plains Hatch Act, 131 § 40
Hatch Act (flood plains), 131 § 40
Joint Exercise of Powers Act, 40 § 4A
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
44B § 1 et seq.
Municipal Finance Act, 44 § 1 et seq.
Municipal Planning Act, 41 § 70 et seq.
Optional Forms of Municipal Administration
Act, 43C § 1 et seq.
Planning Act, 41 § 70 et seq.
Proposition 2 1/2, 59 § 21C
Public Agencies Joint Exercise of Powers Act,
40 § 4A
Public Works Act, 149 § 44A et seq.
Racial Imbalance Act (schools), 71 §§ 37C,
37D
Regional Police District Law, 41 § 99B et seq.
Regional School District Act, 71 § 14 et seq.
Schools Racial Imbalance Act, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Single Audit Act, 44 § 40
Smart growth, 40R § I et seq.
Stop and Frisk Act, 41 § 98
Subdivision Control Act, 41 § 81K et seq.
Tax Exemption Act, 59 § 5
Teachers Equal Pay Act, 71 § 40
Towing Act, 40 § 22D
Town and Country Planning Act, 41 § 81D
Uniform Procurement Act, 30B § 1 et seq.
Wage Payment Act, 149 § 148 et seq.
Water Lien Act, 40 § 42A et seq.
Weekly Payment Act, 149 § 148 et seq.
Wetlands Act, 131 § 40
POPULATION
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
PORT AUTHORITY
Officers and employees, incapacitation, com-
pensation, 41 § 111F
PORTS
Harbors and Ports, generally, this index
POSSESSION
Personal property, mortgagee or pledgee. 59
§ 19
Real estate, assessment, 59 § 11
Tax sale purchaser, right to, 60 § 45
POST
Veterans organizations, lease of property from
city or town, 40 § 9
POST NOTICE
Definitions, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18
PRIVATE
POST OFFICE ADDRESS
Address, generally, this index
POST WAR REHABILITATION FUNDS
Political subdivisions. St. 1943, c. 5
POSTERS
Advertisements, generally, this index
postim;
Elections, this index
Municipality demand, owner take action to
preserve property. 60 § 50A
Notice, generally, this index
Open meetings, notice, 30A § 20
Regional school districts, election notice, ap-
proval of indebtedness, 71 § 16
Taking for taxes, 60 § 53
Tax list and warrant by sheriff or deputy, 60
§ 88
Tax Sales, this index
POSTURE
Children, examining for defects, 71 § 57
POULTRY AND POULTRY PRODUCTS
Excise tax, 59 § 8A
Taxation.
Excise tax, 59 § 8A
Exemption, 59 § 5
POVERTY
Motor vehicle excise tax, abatement, 60A § 7
POWER COMPANIES
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
Public Utilities, generally, this index
POWER PLANTS
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
PRACTICAL NURSES
Nurses and Nursing, generally, this index
PRACTICE OF LAW
Attorneys, generally, this index
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE
Physicians and Surgeons, generally, this index
PRAYER
Schools and school districts.
Commencement of classes, prayer period, 71
§ 18
Meditation, prayer period, 71 § 1A
Voluntary prayer, 71 § IB
PRECEPTORS
Academies, moral education, duties. 71 § 30
PREFERENCE
Priorities and Preferences, generally, this index
PREGNANT WOMEN
Women, this index
PRELIMINARY PLAN
Definitions, subdivision control, 41 § 81L
PRELIMINARY SCREENING
Definitions, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18
PREMIUMS
Motor Vehicle Insurance, this index
PRESENTS
(Jilts, generally, this index
PRESERVATION
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act.
44B § 1 et seq.
Records and Recordation, this index
PRESIDENTS
Aldermen board, 39 § 2
Colleges and Universities, this index
State colleges. Colleges and Universities, this
index
Universities. Colleges and Universities, this
index
University of Massachusetts. Colleges and
Universities, this index
PRESUMPTIONS
Evidence, this index
PREVIOUS STATUTES
Repeal of subsequent statutes not reviving, 4
§ 6
PRICES
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
PRIMARY ELECTIONS
Elections, this index
PRINCIPAL AND AGENT
Agents and Agency, generally, this index
PRINCIPAL AND SURETY
Sureties and Suretyship, generally, this index
PRINCIPALLY SITUATED
Definitions, excise tax on boats, ships and ves-
sels, 60B § 1
PRINCIPALS
Schools and School Districts, this index
PRINTERS AND PRINTING
Cities and towns, reports, 40 § 49
Municipal finance, seal on bonds, 44 § 16B
Regional school districts, facsimile seal on
bonds or notes, 71 § 16
Reports, cities and towns, 40 § 49
PRIORITIES AND PREFERENCES
Boston, parking clerk, 90 § 20Afe
Cambridge, parking clerk, 90 § 20Afe
Cities and towns, liens, fire insurance proceeds,
175 § 97A
Counties, this index
Encumbrances. Liens and Incumbrances, this
index
Fire insurance, proceeds, municipal liens, 175
§ 97A
Firefighters and fire departments, parking
clerk, 90 § 20Ak
Incumbrances. Liens and Incumbrances, this
index
Liens and Incumbrances, this index
Municipal liens, fire insurance proceeds, 175
§ 97A
Parking clerk, 90 § 20Ak
Police, parking clerk, 90 § 2Q\%
School Buildings and Grounds, this index
Ships and Shipping, this index
Taxation, this index
Traffic crossing guards, parking clerk, 90 § 20A
I
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PRIORITIES AND PREFERENCES—Cont'd
Veterans, this index
PRISONERS OF WAR
Military Forces, this index
Veterans, this index
PRISONS AND PRISONERS
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
Jails, generally, this index
PRIVATE DWELLING
Dwellings, generally, this index
PRIVATE GRANTS
Shellfish. Marine Fish and Fisheries, this in-
dex
PRIVATE LANDS
Real Estate, generally, this index
PRIVATE NUISANCES
Nuisances, generally, this index
PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS
Associations and Societies, generally, this index
PRIVATE PROPERTY
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
PRIVATE ROADS
Private Ways, generally, this index
PRIVATE SALES
Sales, generally, this index
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Bullying, generally, this index
( casing operations, transfer of student tran-
script, 71 § 34G
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Application of law, 71 § 89
Notice, physical examinations, students. 71
§ 57
Physical examination of pupils, 71 § 57
Physical examinations, students, notice, 71 § 57
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Records, student records, transfer, 71 § 34G
Schoolteachers, compensation and salaries, de-
ferred payment, 149 § 148
State assistance, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Student transcripts, transfer, 71 § 34G
Tax exempt status, real and personal property
used as residences for officers, 59 § 5
Transcripts of students, transfer, 71 § 34G
1 ransportation, reimbursement, limited to
gTant for public school pupils, 71 § 7A
PRIVATE WAYS
Drains, 41 § 77
Fire equipment, access, unattended vehicles, 40
§ 21
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
Light, 41 § 77
Maintenance and repairs, temporary repairs, 40
§ 6N
Public use. 41 §§ 74, 77, 81G
Sewers and drains, 41 § 77; 83 § 1 et seq.
Snow removal. 40 §§ 6C, 6D
Submission to vote, 40 § 6D
Vehicles, leaving unattended. 40 § 21
Water pipes. 41 § 77
PRIVILEGED
PRIVILEGED INFORMATION
Confidential or Privileged Information, gener-
ally, this index
PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES
See, also, Confidential or Privileged Infor-
mation, generally, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Collaborative educational programs, emergency
first aid or transportation, 71 § 55A
First aid, collaborative teachers or employees,
emergency first aid or transportation, 71
§ 55A
Mutual aid,
Public safety, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Police, this index
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURTS
See, also,
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
specific county probate and family courts
Children and Minors, generally, this index
Definition, 4 § 7
Guardian and Ward, generally, this index
Partition, generally, this index
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
Wills, generally, this index
PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY COURT
Definitions, 4 § 7
PROBATE OF WILLS
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
PROBATE PROCEEDINGS
Abatement and Revival, generally, this index
Abatement of tax, 59 § 59
Cemeteries and dead bodies,
Bequest, 114 § 25
Care, 114 § 25
Collector of taxes,
Deposit of accounts, with assessors, 60 § 97
Violations of law, 60 § 100
Expenses and expenditures. Funeral Expenses,
generally, this index
Funeral Expenses, generally, this index
Liability, taxes, 60 §§ 30, 36
Records and recordation, valuation informa-
tion, examination for, 58 § 6
Revival of actions. Abatement and Revival,
generally, this index
Special or betterment assessments, abatement
petition, 80 § 8
Survival of actions. Abatement and Revival,
generally, this index
Surviving Spouse, generally, this index
Tax assessments—special, abatement petition,
80 § 8
Taxation,
Application for abatement, 59 § 59
Liability, 60 §§ 30, 36
Personal property, 59 § 18
Real estate,
Doubtful or unascertained title. 59 § 12E
Liability, 59 § 12D
Records, valuable information, examination,
58 § 6
Trusts and Trustees, generally, this index
PROBATION
Motor Vehicles, this index
PROBATION COMMISSIONER
Records and recordation, motor vehicle traffic
offenses, 90 § 20A
PROCEEDINGS
Actions and Proceedings, generally, this index
PROCESS
Affidavits, generally, this index
Appellate tax board,
Expenses of service taxed as costs, 58A § 12
Service in proceedings before, 58A § 9
Attachment, generally, this index
Betterment or special assessments, abatement
petitions, 80 § 9
Complaints. Pleadings, this index
Execution, generally, this index
Injunctions, generally, this index
Petitions, generally, this index
Premises unfit for human habitation. 111
§ 127Betseq.
Production of Books and Papers, generally, this
index
Service of process,
Agents and agency,
Appointed by tax title owner, 60 § 47
Taxation, nonresidents, appointment, 59
§ 57D
Certified or registered mail, 58A § 9
Constables, this index
Definitions, 60 § 1
Demand and notice,
Charges and fees added to tax for collec-
tion, 60 § 15
Owner of record take action to preserve
property, 60 § 50A
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, orders
and notices, 111 § 127B
Foreign Corporations, this index
Jury, this index
Mail and mailing, dwellings unfit for human
habitation, order or notice, 111 § 127B
Nonresidents, taxation, address affidavits, 59
§ 57D
Open meetings, investigations and investiga-
tors, notice, 30A § 24
Orders, dwellings unfit for human habi-
tation, 111 § 127B
Premises unfit for human habitation, 111
§ 127B
Registered mail, 58A § 9
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and
review, 40R § 11
Taxation, this index
Special or betterment assessments, abatement
petition, 80 § 9
Taxation, this index
PROCLAMATIONS
Governor, this index
PROCUREMENT
See, also, Purchases, generally, this index
Generally, 30B § 1 et seq.
Agricultural products, priorities and prefer-
ences, 30B § 4
Boards and commissions, 30B § 1 et seq.
Cities and Towns, this index
Counties, this index
Definitions,
Public works contracts, 149 § 44A
Uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Districts, this index
Reverse auctions, cities and towns, 30B § 6A
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PROCUREMENT—Cont'd
Schools and School Districts, this index
PROCUREMENT ACT
Generally, 30B § 1 et seq.
PROCUREMENT OFFICER
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
PRODUCE
Agricultural Products, generally, this index
PRODUCTION OF BOOKS AND PAPERS
Appeals board, Subdivision Control Law, 41
§ 81AA
Appellate tax board, 58A § 11
Cigarette excise proceeds, allocation to trans-
portation authorities, common carriers, 58
§ 25B
Municipal accounts, audits, 44 § 45
Open meetings,
Investigations and investigators, 30A § 24
Minutes, 30A § 22
Pipes and pipelines, tax assessments, valuation,
amendment, 59 § 42A
Tax lists, verification, 59 § 31A
Telecommunications, taxation, valuation of
property, amendment, 59 § 42A
PRODUCTS LIABILITY
Political subdivisions, collective purchasing, 7
§ 22B
PROFANE AND INDECENT LANGUAGE
Constables, prosecution, 41 § 94
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Schools and School Districts, this index
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Schoolteachers, this index
PROFESSIONAL FIREFIGHTERS OF MAS-
SACHUSETTS AFL CIO CLC
Convention, time off for delegate, 48 § 57B
PROFESSIONAL LIBRARIAN
Librarians, generally, this index
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS
Accountants, generally, this index
Attorneys, generally, this index
Chiropractors, generally, this index
Employees, payment of wages, 149 § 148
Engineers, generally, this index
Public accountants. Accountants, generally,
this index
PROFITS
Charitable organizations, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Rent, generally, this index
Taxation, corporation or institution dividing
among stockholders or members, loss of
exemption, 59 § 5
PROJECT COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
PROJECT MANAGER
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
PUBLIC
PROJECT REVENUES
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
PROJECTIONS
Buildings, this index
PROJECTS
Cities and towns, development and industrial
commission, powers, 40 § 8A
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
PROMISSORY NOTES
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
PROMOTIONS
Advertisements, generally, this index
PROOF
Evidence, generally, this index
PROPERTY
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, generally,
this index
Attachment, generally, this index
Damages, generally, this index
Entry On Property, generally, this index
Insurance, generally, this index
Personal Property, generally, this index
Real Estate, generally, this index
State Lands, generally, this index
Unclaimed property. Abandoned or Un-
claimed Property, generally, this index
PROPOSALS
Bids and Bidding, generally, this index
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS
District Attorneys, generally, this index
PROSTHETIC DEVICES
Firefighters, indemnification, 41 § 100
Retired firemen, 41 § 100B
Police, this index
PROSTITUTION
Nuisances, generally, this index
PROTOTYPICAL SCHOOL PLANS
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
PROVISIONAL EDUCATOR
Definitions, schoolteachers certification, 71
§ 38G
PROVISIONAL EDUCATOR CERTIFICATE
Definitions, schoolteachers certification. 71
§ 38G
PROVISIONAL EDUCATOR CERTIFICATE
WITH ADVANCED STANDING
Definitions, schoolteachers certification. 71
§ 38G
PROVISIONAL EDUCATOR WITH AD-
VANCED STANDING
Definitions, schoolteachers certification. 71
§ 38G
PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES
District clerks, absence, appointment of tempo-
rary clerk. 41 § 123
Districts, this index
PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES—Cont d
Grant or gift of funds, approval of expenditure.
44 § 53A
Lowland and Swamps, this index
Villages. 40 § 44
PSYCHOLOGISTS
Schools and School Districts, this index
Tenure, school psychologists. 71 § 38P
PSYCHOPATHS
Mentally III Persons, generally, this index
PSYCHOSIS
Mentally 111 Persons, generally, this index
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
Accountants, generally, this index
PUBLIC AGENCIES JOINT EXERCISE OF
POWERS ACT
Generally, 40 § 4A
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
Social Services, generally, this index
PUBLIC AUCTIONS
Auctions and Auctioneers, generally, this index
PUBLIC BODIES
Definitions,
Facsimile signatures, 107 § 45A
Open meetings, 30A § 18
PUBLIC BUILDINGS
Buildings, generally, this index
Public Improvements and Public Works, gener-
ally, this index
PUBLIC CONTRACTS
Contracts, generally, this index
Public Improvements and Public Works, gener-
ally, this index
PUBLIC CONVEYANCES
Motor Carriers, generally, this index
PUBLIC DOMAIN
Indebtedness for, 44 § 7
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYS-
TEM
Retirement and Pensions, generally, this index
PUBLIC ENTITIES
Educational collaborative boards, 40 § 4E
PUBLIC FINANCE
Indebtedness, publicly owned freshwater lakes
and great ponds, 44 § 7
PUBLIC FUNDS
Municipal Finance, generally, this index
PUBLIC HEALTH
Health and Sanitation, generally, this index
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES
Uniforms, appropriations. 40 § 6k
PUBLIC HIGHWAYS
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
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PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS WD I'l BLIC
WORKS
Agreements, public works municipal mutual
aid, 40 § 4K
Alterations,
Bid deposits, bid bonds, cash, public con-
tracts. 30 § 39M
Contracts. 30 S 39M
Exceeding appropriations, payment, 44
§ 31C
Appropriations,
( (instruction contracts exceeding, payment,
44 § 31C
Fiscal year 1998, St. 1997, c. 43 § 218
Fiscal year 1999. St. 1998, c. 194 § 349
Fiscal year 2003, St. 2002, c. 184 § 197
Assessments. Tax Assessments—Special, gen-
erally, this index
Bids and bidding, 30B § 1 et seq.; 149 § 44A
et seq.
Acceptance date extension, 30B § 5
Cancellation, invitation, 30B § 9
Certificates and certification, form, 30B § 10
Certification, form. 30B § 10
Competitive bids, 30 § 39M
Competitive sealed bidding procedures, 30B
§ 5
Construction contracts, fair competition, 149
§ 44A et seq.
Contracts of ten thousand dollars or more,
30B §§ 4, 5
Contracts of ten thousand or more, 30B § 4
Definitions, 149 § 44A
Deposits, bid bonds, cash, public contracts,
30 § 39M
Invitations to bid, 30B § 5
Lowest price quotation, in lieu of, 149 § 44A
Lowest responsible and eligible bidder, defi-
nitions, 30 § 39M
Proprietary environmental technology sys-
tems. 149 § 44A
Rejection, 30 § 39M; 30B § 9
Sealed competitive proposals,
Contracts of ten thousand dollars or
more, 30B § 6
Contracts ol twenty five thousand dollars
or more, 30B § 6
Solid waste, sealed competitive proposals,
30B § 6
Board, powers and duties, 41 § 69D
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), construction
contracts, 149 § 44A
Certificates and certification.
Bids and bidding, ante
Safety, post
Commissioner, definitions. 149 § 44A
Compensation and salaries, superintendent, 41
§ 69E
Construction contracts. 30B § 1 et seq.
Award, manner, 30 § 39M
Bids and bidding. 30 § 39M; 149 § 44A
Equality of specifications items, options, 30
§ 39M
Exceeding appropriations, payment. 44
§ 31C
Options, equality of specifications items, 30
§ 39M
Contractors and subcontractors. Bids and bid-
ding, generally, ante
Contracts, 30B § 1 et seq.
Acceptance date extension, bids and bidding,
30B§ 5
Bids and bidding, generally, ante
PUBLIC
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND PUBLIC
WORKS—Cont'd
Contracts—Cont'd
Chief procurement officer, delegation of
powers, 30B § 19
Emergency procurement, 30B § 8
Exceeding appropriations, payment, 44
§ 31C
Fair competition, 149 § 44A et seq.
Forfeitures, violations, 30B § 17
Increasing quantity, 30B § 13
Minority businesses, sheltered market pro-
gram, 30B § 18
Payment, 30B § 17
Records and recordation, 30B §§ 3, 4
Sheltered market program, disadvantaged
vendors, 30B § 18
Specifications, 30 § 39M
Splitting, division, procurement, 30B § 11
State, 40 § 4D
Time, 30B § 12
Veterans, post
Women, sheltered market program, 30B
§ 18
Written, 30B § 17
Demolition, contracts, exceeding appropria-
tions, payment, 44 § 31C
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1 et seq.
Districts, this index
Eligible, definitions, 149 § 44A
Emergencies, construction contracts, fair com-
petition, 149 § 44A et seq.
Energy management services, 149 § 44A
Equality of specifications items, construction
contracts, options, 30 § 39M
Fair competition, construction contracts, 149
§ 44A et seq.
Federal aid, St. 1945, c. 74
Internet, notice, lowest price quotation, 149
§ 44A
Labor and materials,
Contracts, manner of awarding, 30 § 39M
Definitions, 30 § 39M
Price adjustment for materials, 30 § 39M
Low bids, construction contracts, 149 § 44A et
seq.
Lowest price quotation, bids and bidding, in
lieu of, 149 § 44A
Lowest responsible and eligible bidder, defini-
tions, 30 § 39M
Materials furnished. Labor and materials, gen-
erally, ante
Modular buildings, procurement, 149 § 44A
Mutual aid.
Public safety, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Notice, scope of work statements, lowest price
quotation, 149 § 44A
Options, construction contracts, equality of
specifications items, 30 § 39M
Payments, construction contracts exceeding ap-
propriations, 44 § 31C
Plans and specifications, construction contracts,
equality of specifications items, options, 30
§ 39M
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.; 149 § 44A
Proprietary environmental technology systems,
contracts, bids, 149 § 44A
Public agency, definitions, 149 § 44A
Public records, security, exemptions, 4 § 7
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid. 40 § 4K
Purchase contracts, 30 § 39M
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND PUBLIC
WORKS—Cont'd
Remodeling,
Contracts, 30 § 39M
Exceeding appropriations, payment, 44
§ 31C
Repairs and maintenance, 30 § 39M
Exceeding appropriations, payment, 44
§ 31C
Safety, certificates and certification, courses of
instruction, 30 § 39M
Sale, disposal, 30B § 16
Scope of work statements, notice, lowest price
quotation, 149 § 44A
Sealed competitive proposals, contracts of
twenty five thousand dollars or more, 30B
§ 6
Security, public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
Services or supplies purchase or disposal con-
tracts, 30B § 1
Sewage disposal, assessments, application of
law, 83 § 28
Solid waste equipment, proprietary environ-
mental technology systems, bids, 149
§ 44A
Sound business practices, bids and bidding, in
lieu of, 149 § 44A
Special or betterment assessments. Tax As-
sessments—Special, generally, this index
State contracts, 40 § 4D
Supplies or services purchase or disposal con-
tracts, 30B § 1
Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this index
Tax increment financing, 40 § 59; 59 § 5
UCH TIF plans, urban center housing tax in-
crement financing plans, 40 § 60
Uniform procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans, 40 § 60
Veterans, contracts, sheltered market program,
30B§ 18
PUBLIC LANDS
See, also, State Lands, generally, this index
Reimbursement for loss of taxes on land used
for public purposes, 58 § 13 et seq.
Tax exemption, public purpose, 59 § 2B
Taxation,
Exemption of certain state lands from local
taxation, 58 § 15A
Nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Valuation, reimbursement for loss of taxes
on land used for public purposes, 58
§ 13 et seq.
Time of acquisition, valuation for taxation, 58
§ 15
PUBLIC LIBRARIES
Libraries, generally, this index
PUBLIC MARKETS
Cities and towns, 40 § 10
PUBLIC MEETINGS
Open Meetings, generally, this index
PUBLIC NECESSITY
Cities and towns, exceeding forty hour work
week, 149 § 33A
PUBLIC NOTICE
Advertisements, generally, this index
1-98
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
Definitions, public improvements and public
works, lowest price quotation, 149 § 44A
PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
Affirmations. Oaths and Affirmations, gener-
ally, this index
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Beach districts, 40 § 12F
Boards and Commissions, generally, this index
Charter commission, home rule procedures,
43 B 5 8
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Compensation and salaries, deductions, quali-
fied state tuition programs, 180 § 17L
Confidential or privileged information, disclo-
sure, 66 § 10
County Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
Deductions, payroll schedules, employee organ-
ization insurance or benefits, 180 § 17J
Dog officers. Dogs, this index
Elections, political committees, compensation
and salaries, deductions, 180 § 17J
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Fines and penalties, management of funds, 44
§ 62
Group insurance, 32B § 1 et seq.
Commission, coverage, 32B § 19
Contracts, 32B § 19
Employee committees, 32B § 19
Fees, commission, coverage, 32B § 19
Medicare, subscribers, transfers, 32B § 19
Notice,
Subscribers, transfers, 32B § 19
Withdrawal, 32B § 19
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Transfers, subscribers, 32B § 19
Trust funds, other post employment benefits
trust fund, 32B § 20
Withdrawal, 32B § 19
Indemnification, 41 § 100 et seq.
Insurance. Group insurance, generally, ante
Local governmental employees group insurance
dividends or refunds, 32B § 8A
Mayors, generally, this index
Medicare,
Group insurance, subscribers, transfers, 32B
§ 19
Required extension, 32B §§ 18A, 18
Oaths and Affirmations, generally, this index
Open meetings, executive sessions, 30A § 21
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
32B § 20
Payroll deductions, employee organization in-
surance or benefits, 180 § 17J
Police, generally, this index
Political education committees, compensation
and salaries, deductions, 180 § 17J
Qualified state tuition programs, payroll deduc-
tion, 180 § 17L
Regional police district commission, 41 § 99F
Removal from office.
Art commission, 41 § 83
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
District treasurer, 41 § 39B
Historical commissions, 40 § 8D
Regional school district treasurer, 41 § 39B
Tax collectors, 41 § 39B; 60 § 96
Retirement and Pensions, generally, this index
School Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
RADIOACTIVE
PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
—Cont'd
Selectmen, generally, this index
Sheriffs, generally, this index
State Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
State tuition programs, payroll deduction. 180
§ 17L
Traffic supervisors, group insurance, 32B § 2A
Trust funds, other post employment benefits
trust fund, 32B § 20
PUBLIC POLICY
Racial imbalance, public schools, 71 § 37C
Schools and School Districts, this index
PUBLIC PROCUREMENT UNIT
Definitions, uniform procurement. 30B § 2
PUBLIC RECORDS
Definitions, 4 § 7
Records and Recordation, generally, this index
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Schools and school districts, bureaus. 71 § 38K
PUBLIC RELATIONS BUREAU
Schools and school districts, 71 § 38K
PUBLIC SAFETY
Health and Sanitation, generally, this index
Mutual aid, political subdivisions. 40 § 4J
PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT
Commissioner of public safety, 41 § 101
Fires and Fire Protection, generally, this in-
dex
Selectmen to act, vote on petition, 41 § 21
Weapons, generally, this index
Confidential or privileged information, employ-
ees, disclosure, 66 § 10
Family information, disclosure. 66 § 10
Fires and Fire Protection, generally, this index
Officers and employees, home addresses, tele-
phone numbers, family information, disclo-
sure, 66 § 10
State Police, generally, this index
Weapons, generally, this index
PUBLIC SAFETY INCIDENT
Definitions, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Schools and School Districts, generally, this
index
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
Transportation of pupils, reimbursement, 71
§ 7B
PUBLIC USE
Eminent Domain, generally, this index
PUBLIC UTILITIES
Appeal and review, taxation, classification of
property, S8A § 12D
Appellate tax board, classification of property,
58A§ 12D
Classification of property, taxation, appellate
tax board. 58A § 12D
Contracts, bids and bidding, 30B § 1
Electricity. Gas and Electricity, generally, this
index
Gas and Electricity, generally, this index
PUBLIC UTILITIES—Cont'd
Liens and encumbrances, municipal lighting
plant, nonpayment, 164 § 58B et seq.
Master plan, cities and towns. 41 § 81D
Municipal Lighting Plants, generally, this index
Public records, security, exemptions, 4 § 7
Railroads, generally, this index
Rates and charges, tax bills, notices, bills in-
cluded, 60 § 3A
Security, public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
Tax exemption, public purpose, 59 § 2B
Taxation, appeals, abatement, classification,
58A§ 12D
Water Companies, generally, this index
PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Public Utilities, generally, this index
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY
Water Supply, generally, this index
PUBLIC WAYS
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
PUBLIC WELFARE
Social Services, generally, this index
PUBLIC WORKS
Public Improvements and Public Works, gener-
ally, this index
PUBLIC WORKS BOARD
Cities and Towns, this index
PUBLIC WORKS MUNICIPAL MUTUAL AID
Generally, 40 § 4K
PUBLICATION
Advertisements, generally, this index
Annual list of value ranges, agricultural lands,
taxation, 61A § 11
Appellate tax board, reports and opinions, 58A
§ 3
Bylaws, towns. 40 § 32
City charters, proposed amendments, Const.
Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
Definitions, 60 § 1
Elections, this index
Notice, this index
Ordinances. 40 § 32A
Regional school districts, notice of elections,
approval of indebtedness, 71 § 16
Statutes, newspapers, 4 § 6
Taxation, this index
Zoning and Planning, this index
PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
Tuberculosis, generally, this index
PUMPING STATIONS
Cities and towns, debt limit, 44 § 8
Definitions, public improvements and public
works, bids and bidding, 149 § 44A
PUNISHMENT
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
Fines and Penalties, generally, this index
PUPILS
Schools and School Districts, generally, this
index
PURCHASE DESCRIPTION
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
1-99
PURCHASERS
Definitions,
Real estate time share, 183B § 2
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
PURCHASES
See, also, Procurement, generally, this index
Agricultural products, priorities and prefer-
ences, 30B § 4
( lities and 1 owns, this index
Collective purchasing, commonwealth and po-
litical subdivisions, 7 §§ 22A, 22B
Reverse auctions, cities and towns, 30B § 6A
Sales, generally, this index
State, this index
Textbooks, 71 § 49
Warranties, state, political subdivisions, 7
§ 22B
PURCHASING AGENT
Cities, 41 §§ 103, 104
PURCHASING AGENT DIVISION
Administration and Finance, Executive Office,
this index
PURPLE HEART
Tax exemption of persons awarded decoration,
59 § 5
QUABBIN RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
QUALIFIED BOND ACT
Generally, 44A § 1 et seq.
Definitions. 44A § 1
QUALIFIED BONDS
Definitions, Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
QUESTIONS SUBMITTED TO VOTERS
Initiative and Referendum, generally, this index
RACE
Discrimination In Employment, generally, this
index
Public contracts, sheltered market program,
30B§ 18
RACES AND RACING
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, generally,
this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
RACIAL BALANCE
Definitions, schools. 71 § 37D
RACIAL IMBALANCE
Definitions, public schools. 71 § 37D
Schools and School Districts, this index
RACIAL ISOLATION
Definitions, schools, 71 § 37D
RACING COMMISSION
Horse and Dog Racing Meetings, generally,
this index
RADIATION
Atomic Energy, generally, this index
RADIO AND TELEVISION
Television and Radio, generally, this index
RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS
Atomic Energy, this index
RAFTS
RAFTS
Licenses, nuisances, 91 § 10A
Temporary mooring permits, 91 § 10A
RAGS
Fire prevention, 148 § 5
RAILROAD CROSSINGS
Alterations, temporary loan, 44 § 6
Street Railways, generally, this index
RAILROADS
Bonds, taxable as personal estate, 59 § 4
Buildings, licenses and permits, building on
former right of way, 40 § 54A
Compensation and salaries,
Payment, 149 § 148
Wage statements, 149 § 148
Easements, building permits,
Former rights of way, 40 § 54A
Lands formerly used as right of way, 40
§ 54A
Eminent domain.
Real estate, purchases, tax exemptions, 59
§ 3B
Tax exemption, real estate acquired by, 59
§ 3B
Exemptions, sewers and drains, eminent do-
main, 83 § 1
Franchises. Purchases, post
Highways and streets,
Ditches and drains, 83 § 4
Draining highways on railroad property, 83
§ 4
Municipal aid, interest on indebtedness, 44
§ 57
Officers and employees,
Compensation and salaries, wage statements,
149 § 148
Payment of wages, 149 § 148
Parlor cars, corporations, payment of wages,
149 § 148
Planning board, routes, master plan, 41 § 81D
Purchases, franchises, property, taxation, land
not exempt from, 160 § 87
Real estate, acquired by eminent domain, tax
exemption, 59 § 3B
Routes, master plan, cities and towns, 41
§ 81D
Sewers and drains.
Eminent domain, 83 § 1
Highways, draining on railroad property, 83
§ 4
Sleeping car corporation, payment of wages,
149 § 148
Stations, taxation, nonexemption, land taken or
purchased for, 160 § 87
Street Railways, generally, this index
Taxation,
Bonds, personal estate, 59 § 4
Land not exempt from, 160 § 87
Real estate acquired by eminent domain.
exception, 59 § 3B
Town assessors to include indebtedness for
subscriptions to railroad in assessment,
59 § 24
Town assessors to include indebtedness for
subscriptions to railroads in assessment, 59
§ 24
RAPE
Confidential or privileged information, reports,
41 § 97D
Evidence, preservation, 41 § 97B
RAPE—Cont'd
Initial interview, police interviewer, same sex as
victim, 41 § 97B
Police, this index
Preservation of evidence, 41 § 97B
Prosecution and reporting units within police
departments, 41 § 97B et seq.
Reports, police, 41 § 97B et seq.
Standardized investigation kits. 41 § 97B
Telephone exchange for reporting, 41 § 97C
Victims, initial interview, police officer same
sex as victim, 41 § 97B
RATE CREDIT
Group insurance, 32B § 8
READING
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
Public schools, 71 § 1
Schools and School Districts, this index
READING, TOWN OF
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Evening schools, 71 § 18
READING ROOMS
Cities and towns, 40 § 3
REAL ESTATE
Adjoining Landowners, generally, this index
Affordable housing trust fund, powers and
duties, 44 § 55C
Aged Persons, this index
Agricultural Land, generally, this index
Agricultural Preservation Restrictions, general-
ly, this index
Agriculture, generally, this index
Alienation of land. Deeds and Conveyances,
generally, this index
Assessments,
Tax Assessments, generally, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this in-
dex
Authorities, this index
Boards and Commissions, this index
Building permits, former railroad rights of way,
40 § 54A
Churches. Religious Organizations and Societ-
ies, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Condemnation. Eminent Domain, generally,
this index
Condominiums, generally, this index
Conservation and Recreation Department, this
index
Conservators and Conservatorships, this index
Consumer price index, estate value increase
measure, tax exemption. 59 § 5
Controlled substances, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Conveyances. Deeds and Conveyances, gener-
ally, this index
Corporations, this index
( ounties, this index
Crops. Agricultural Products, generally, this
index
Deeds and Conveyances, generally, this index
Definitions,
Taxation, 59 § 2A
Valuation of certain state and county lands,
58 § 13
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
Description, special or betterment assessment,
80 § 2
I-100
REAL ESTATE—Cont'd
Development, smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Districts, this index
Division of assessed land, proportionate share,
80 § 15
Drugs and medicine, forfeitures, controlled
substances, 94C § 47
Easements, generally, this index
Educational collaborative boards, powers, 40
§ 4E
Eminent Domain, generally, this index
Encumbrances. Liens and Incumbrances, gen-
erally, this index
Entry On Property, generally, this index
Executive committee, educational television,
powers, 71 § 131
Fences, generally, this index
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
Forfeitures, controlled substances, 94C § 47
Former railroad rights of way, building permits,
40 § 54A
Guardian and Ward, this index
Handicapped Persons, this index
Horticultural land, tax assessment, 61A § 1 et
seq.
Housing, generally, this index
Income Tax—State, this index
Incumbrances. Liens and Incumbrances, gen-
erally, this index
Interest, acquisition, cities and towns, indebted-
ness, 44 § 7
Land Court, generally, this index
Leases, generally, this index
Liens and Incumbrances, generally, this index
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
44B § 1 et seq.
Mortgage Foreclosure, generally, this index
Mortgages, generally, this index
Municipal Finance, this index
Municipal lighting plants, depreciation, esti-
mate, effect, 164 § 57
Notice, urban center housing tax increment
financing zones, sales, 40 § 60
Nuisances, generally, this index
Open Space Lands, generally, this index
Partition, generally, this index
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Public markets, 40 § 10
Railroads, this index
Recreational Land, generally, this index
Recreational purposes, taxation, 61B § 1 et
seq.
Local taxes, 59 § 11
Regional school districts, power to acquire, 71
§ 16
Registers of Deeds, generally, this index
Rent, generally, this index
Rights of way, railroads, sale, building permits,
40 § 54A
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Sales,
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Urban center housing tax increment financ-
ing zones, 40 § 60
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 App.
U.S.C. §§ 561, 571
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Special or betterment assessments. Tax As-
sessments—Special, generally, this index
State Forests, generally, this index
State Lands, generally, this index
RECORDS
REAL ESTATE—Cont'd
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Subdivision Control Law, generally, this index
Subdivisions, generally, this index
Surveys and Surveyors, generally, this index
Swamps. Lowland and Swamps, generally, this
index
Tax Assessments, generally, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this index
Tax exemption, estate value increase measure,
consumer price index, 59 § 5
Tax increment financing, 40 § 59; 59 § 5
Taxation, generally, this index
Tenancy In Common, generally, this index
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Trespass, generally, this index
UCH TIF plans, urban center housing tax in-
crement financing plans, 40 § 60
Uniform procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans. 40 $ 60
Veterans organizations, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Widows of World War I veterans, exemption
from taxation. 59 § 5
REAL PROPERTY
Real Estate, generally, this index
REAL PROPERTY ASSEMBLY COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns. 40Q § 1
REAPPORTIONMENT
Special or betterment assessments, 80 § 13
REASSESSMENT
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax assessments—special. 80 § 16
REBATES
Schools and school districts, transportation of
pupils, crimes and offenses, 71 § 7A
RECEIPTS
Cities and towns, preceding fiscal year, notice,
41 § 54A
Installments paid on redemption, 60 § 62
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
RECEIVABLES
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
RECErVERS AND RECEIVERSHIPS
Drinking water protection districts, 40 § 39K
Taxation, credit to collector for amount of
claims allowed in favor of city or town, 60
§ 95
RECEIVING DISTRICT
Definitions, schools, attendance, 76 § 12B
RECIDIVISTS
Second and subsequent offenses. Crimes and
Offenses, this index
RECIPROCITY
Motor vehicle excise tax. 60A § 1
Police mutual aid programs, cities and towns,
40 § 8G
Taxation, this index
RECIPROCITY OF CERTIFIED EDU-
CATORS
Definitions, schoolteachers certification, 71
§ 38G
RECLAMATION BOARD
Lowland and Swamps, this index
RECONSTRUCTION
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
RECORDERS
Land Court, this index
RECORDING
Records and Recordation, generally, this index
RECORDS AND RECORDATION
See, also. Registers of Deeds, generally, this
index
Access, denial, remedy, 4 § 7
Addresses, designated public officers and em-
ployees, nondisclosure, 66 § 10
Adoption of Children, this index
Affidavits, generally, this index
Aged Persons, this index
Aging, council on, aged persons, personal data,
public status, 40 § 8B
Appellate tax board, withdrawal from custody
of, 58A§ 13
Assessment of real estate. 59 § 11
Assessments, sidewalks, sewers and drains. 83
§ 27
Assessors, correcting improper methods. 58 § 4
Attachment, this index
Attempt, suicide, lockup detainees, 40 § 36A
Betterment assessments, deferral and recovery
agreements, 80 § 13B
Boards and Commissions, this index
Boats and boating, excise tax. transmission of
documentation. 60B § 6
Bridge reports, preservation, 66 § 8
Buildings, this index
Burden of proof, inspection of records. 66 § 10
Bylaws, inspection and furnishing of records, 66
§ 10
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
City charters or amendments. Const. Amend.
Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
City Clerks, this index
Conservation board, approved disposal sched-
ules, 66 § 8
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
Conveyances. Deeds and Conveyances, this
index
Copies, availability, notice, 66 § 10
Counties, this index
Custodian.
Demand on person in possession, 66 § 13
Permitting inspection and examination, 66
§ 10
Dead bodies. Cemeteries and Dead Bodies.
this index
Deeds and Conveyances, this index
Delivery, custodians successor, 66 § 13
Denial of access to public records, remedy, 4
§ 7
Destruction. 66 § 8
Disability commissions, cities and towns, 40
§ 8J
Disclaimer and release of invalid tax title held
by town. 60 § 84
District Attorneys, this index
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, reports,
orders or notices, 111 § 127B
Electronic security devices, lockup cells, 40
§ 36B
1-101
RECORDS AND RECORDATION—Cont'd
Energy resources commission, 40 § 81
Equity, compelling delivery to custodian, 66
§ 13
Evidence, this index
Exemptions, inspection of records, 66 § 10
Expenses, search of public records, 66 § 10
Fees, public inspection, 66 § 10
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
1 orests and forestry, taxation, classification, 61
§ 2
Forfeitures, Controlled Substances Act viola-
tions, 94C § 47
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this index
Highways and Streets, this index
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, public officers and employ-
ees, disclosure, 66 § 10
Income Tax—State, this index
Inspections and inspectors, 66 § 10
Jails, this index
Judges and Justices, this index
Jurisdiction, compelling delivery to custodian,
66 § 13
Libraries, this index
Liens and Incumbrances, this index
Mandamus, inspection of records, 66 § 10
Municipal disability commissions, meetings, 40
§ 8J
Municipalities. Cities and Towns, this index
MWT TIF, manufacturing workforce training,
tax increment financing, cities and towns,
40 § 60A
Open meetings. 30A § 22
Executive sessions, 30A § 21
Ordinance, inspection and furnishing of copies,
66 § 10
Plan of proposed subdivision of land affecting
redemption from tax sale, 60 § 76A
Police, this index
Possessor, demand by custodian, 66 § 13
Preservation, 66 § 8
Approved disposal schedules, 66 § 8
Private school ceasing operation, records trans-
ferred, 71 § 34G
Probate Proceedings, this index
Production of Books and Papers, generally, this
index
Property subject to forfeiture for controlled
substances and violations. 94C § 47
Public inspection. 66 § 10
Public ways. Highways and Streets, this index
Release of interest under invalid tax title. 60
§ 82
Schools and School Districts, this index
Search of public records. 66 § 10
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Ships and shipping, excise tax, transmission of
documentation, 60B § 6
Sidewalks, statement for assessment purposes,
83 § 27
State, this index
State Police, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Streets. Highways and Streets, this index
Student records, private schools ceasing opera-
tions, transfer, 71 § 34G
Subdivision Control Law, this index
Suicide, attempt or threats by lockup detainees,
40 § 36A
Superintendent, public works, 41 § 69E
Superior Court, this index
Supervisors,
Approval disposal schedules, 66 § 8
RECORDS
RECORDS AND RECORDATION—Cont'd
Supervisors—Cont'd
Preservation or destruction, 66 § 8
Surrender and discharge of tax title deed, 60
§ 46
Survey board, plans of public way, 41 § 78
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax assessments—special, deferral and recov-
ery agreements, 80 § 13B
Tax assessors, correcting improper methods, 58
§ 4
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Tax deeds, 60 § 52
Tax Liens, this index
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Tax Sales, this index
Tax titles, surrender or discharge, 60 § 46
Taxation, this index
Teacher, inspection and copying by, 71 § 42C
Telephone numbers, designated public officers
and employees, nondisclosure, 66 § 10
Threats, suicide, lockup detainees, 40 § 36A
Town accountant, 41 § 57
Town Clerks, this index
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Transcript of student record, remedy for failure
to furnish. 71 § 34B
Ways. Highways and Streets, this index
Wharves, piers and docks, 88 § 14
Youth commissions, cities and towns, 40 § 8E
Youth Services Department, this index
Zoning and Planning, this index
RECOVERY
Actions and Proceedings, generally, this index
RECREATION
Beach districts, 40 § 12B et seq.
Boats and Boating, generally, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Conservation and passive outdoor recreation
plans, 40 § 8C
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
Department. Conservation and Recreation
Department, generally, this index
Facilities, outdoor, construction, municipal bor-
rowing, 44 § 7
Municipal finance, real estate acquisition, 44
§ 8C
Parks and Playgrounds, generally, this index
Plans, conservation and passive outdoor recre-
ation plans, 40 § 8C
Scenic resources, real estate, tax assessment,
local taxes, 59 § 11
School buildings, use, 71 § 71
Receipts and expenditures, 71 § 71E
Subdivision control, necessity of plans to show
areas, 41 § 81U
RECREATION AND PARK SELF SUPPORT-
ING SERVICE REVOLVING FUNDS
Cities and towns, 44 § 53D
RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
RECREATIONAL LAND
Affidavits, classification, 61B § 3
Betterment assessments, 61B § 13
Buildings, land occupied by dwellings. 61 B
§ 10
( lertificates and certification, conveyance or
roll back taxes, amount payable, 61 B § 15
RECREATIONAL LAND—Cont'd
Change in use, additional tax assessment, 61B
§ 4
Cities and Towns, this index
Classification, 61B § 1 et seq.
Eligibility. 61B § 3
Conveyance taxes,
Agricultural land, application of law, 61B
§ 7
Certificate of amount payable, 61B § 15
Forests and forestry, application of law. 61
B
§ 7
Land sold for other use, 61B § 6
Nonexempt transfers, 61B § 7
Separation from qualified use, 61B § 12
Disqualification of classification, roll back tax-
es, 61B § 8
Entry on property, taxation, conversion, resi-
dential, industrial or commercial use, 61B
§ 9
Equalized valuation, based on recreational use,
61B§ 16
Forms, 61B § 18
Inspections and inspectors, taxation, conver-
sion, residential, industrial or commercial
use, 61B § 9
Interest, roll back taxes, 61B § 8
List, tax list, 61B § 17
Mortgage foreclosure, 61B § 9
Notice, sale or conversion, residential, industri-
al or commercial use, 61B § 9
Oaths and affirmations, classification, 61B § 3
Open space lands, roll back taxes, application
of law, 61B § 8
Records and recordation, change in status, 61B
§ 6
Revaluation program, tax assessments, 61B § 5
Roll back taxes,
Agricultural land, application of law, 61B
§ 8
Certificate, amount payable, 61B § 15
Change in use, 61B § 6
Forests and forestry, application of law, 61B
§ 8
Liability, 61B § 11
Procedures for assessment, apportionment,
61B§ 14
Separation from qualified use, 61B § 12
Valuation, 61B § 8
Rules and regulations, 61B § 18
Special assessments, 61B § 13
Surveys and surveyors, taxation, conversion,
residential, industrial or commercial use,
61B§ 9
Tax assessments, valuation, 61A § 4
Tax assessments—special, 61B § 13
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax liens, release, 61B § 6
Taxation, 61B § 1 et seq.
Abatement of taxes, revaluation programs,
61B§ 5
Buildings and land occupied by dwelling,
61B§ 10
Certificate of amount payable, 61B § 15
Change in use,
Additional assessments, 61B § 4
Records and recordation, 61B § 6
Cities and towns, option to purchase. 61B
§ 9
Classification, 61B § 1 et seq.
Eligibility, 61B § 3
Conversion, residential, industrial or com-
mercial use, 61 B § 9
Conveyance taxes, generally, ante
1-102
RECREATIONAL LAND—Cont'd
Taxation—Cont'd
Dwellings, 61B § 10
Equalized valuation, based on recreational
use, 61B§ 16
Fees, records and recordation, 61B § 6
Forms, 61B § 18
Lists, 61B § 17
Mortgage foreclosure, 61 B § 9
Notice, sale or conversion, residential, indus-
trial or commercial use, 61B § 9
Rates and charges, 61B § 2A
Records and recordation, change in status,
61B§ 6
Residential conversions, 61B § 9
Revaluation program, 61 B § 5
Rules and regulations, 61B § 18
Sale,
Conveyance tax, 61 B § 7
Residential, industrial or commercial use,
61B§ 9
Separation from qualified use, liability for
conveyance or roll back taxes, 61B § 12
Valuation, 61B § 2
Reevaluation programs, 61B § 5
Zoning and planning, master plan, 41 § 81D
RECREATIONAL USE
Definitions, taxation, 61B § 1
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
44B § 1 et seq.
RECYCLING
Generally, 40 § 8H
Bids and bidding,
Sealed competitive proposals, 30B § 6
Uniform procurement, application of law,
30B §§ 1, 13A
Compost, generally, this index
Contracts, uniform procurement, application of
law, 30B §§ 1, 13A
Districts, 40 § 8H
Facilities, municipal financing, 44 § 28C
Borrowing outside debt limits, 44 § 8
Procurement, application of law, 30B §§ 1, 13A
Uniform procurement, application of law, 30B
§§ L OA
RECYCLING COMMISSIONS
Cities and towns, 40 § 8H
REDEMPTION
Tax Sales, this index
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES
Urban Renewal, this index
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
Urban Renewal, generally, this index
REFERENDUM
Initiative and Referendum, generally, this index
REFORESTATION
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
REFORMATORIES
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
REFORMATORY FOR WOMEN
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
REFUNDING BONDS
Bonds, this index
RELIGIOUS
REFUNDS
Group insurance, municipalities, 32B § 8
Holders of tax titles adjudicated invalid, 60
§ 84A
Motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 2
Part payment more than tax as finally deter-
mined, 60 § 22
School bus contracts, penalties, 71 § 7A
Taxation, this index
REFUSE
Solid Waste, generally, this index
REGIONAL AGENCIES
Tax assessments, capital outlay expenditures,
cities and towns, voter approval, 59 § 21C
REGIONAL COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Colleges and Universities, this index
REGIONAL CULTURAL COUNCILS
Generally, 10 § 58
REGIONAL HEALTH DISTRICTS
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Reimbursement, 111 § 27C
REGIONAL PLANNING
Zoning and Planning, this index
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSIONS
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
REGIONAL POLICE DISTRICTS
Police, this index
REGIONAL REFUSE DISPOSAL DISTRICTS
Generally, 40 § 44A et seq.
Indebtedness, 40 § 44F
REGIONAL REIMBURSABLE EXPENDI-
TURES
Definitions, regional school districts, state aid,
71 § 16D
REGIONAL SCHOOL AID PERCENTAGE
Definitions, state aid, 71 § 16D
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT TAX
Generally, 71 § 14 et seq.
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Schools and School Districts, this index
REGIONAL SEWAGE DISTRICTS
Assessments, increases, 59 §§ 20A, 20B
Fees, increases, 59 § 20A
REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITIES
Certification for payment of cigarette tax pro-
ceeds to, 58 § 25B
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
REGIONAL VALUATION PERCENTAGE
Definitions, state aid to regional school dis-
tricts. 71 § 16D
REGIONAL VETERANS DISTRICTS
Assessments, increases, 59 § 20B
REGIONAL WATER DISTRICTS
Assessments, increases, 59 §§ 20A, 20B
Fees, increases, 59 § 20A
REGIONALLY LICENSED OR CERTIFIED
EDUCATOR
Definitions, schoolteachers certification. 71
§ 38G
REGIONALLY LICENSED OR CERTIFIED
TEACHER
Definitions, 71 § 38G
REGIONS
Definitions, forest products tax. 61 § 1
REGISTERED LAND TITLES
See, also, Land Court, generally, this index
Petitions, subdivision plan certified by regis-
tered land surveyor, 41 § 81X
Surveys, certified by registered land surveyor,
subdivision plans, 41 § 81X
REGISTERED NURSES
Nurses and Nursing, generally, this index
REGISTERS OF DEEDS
Affidavits, service of notice on holder of tax
title deemed invalid, recording, 60 § 83
Attachment, destruction of papers, 66 § 8
Certificate of acceptance, municipal lighting
plants, liens. 164 § 58B
Certificates and certification,
Lien of cotenant paying tax, recording, 60
§ 86
Money paid. 60 § 63
Municipal lien certificates, community pres-
ervation surcharges, 44B § 8
Community preservation surcharges. 44B § 8
Fees,
Certificates and certification, taxation, dis-
charging, 60 § 23
Community preservation surchames. 44B
§ 8
Liens, fire hazard abatement, 148 § 5
Municipal lien certificates, community preser-
vation surcharges. 44B § 8
Municipality recording deeds of lands acquired
through foreclosure of tax title, 60 § 77A
Official map, 41 § 81E
Original instruments, destruction, 66 § 8
Petitions, redemption under tax title in land
court, 60 §§ 76A, 76
Plans and specifications, public ways, 41 § 78
Redemption from tax sale or taking, recording,
60 § 62
Release of interest under invalid tax title, re-
cording, 60 § 82
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81
L
Preliminary plan, recording, 41 § 81S
Recording plan, 41 § 81X
Surcharge, community preservation surcharges,
44B§ 8
Tax title,
Owner to file statement of residence, 60
§ 47
Surrender and discharge of, 60 § 46
Taxation,
Certificate discharging real estate for certain
taxes and assessments, recording. 60
§ 23
Filing and registration of statement of col-
lector that sale and taking cannot be
legally made, 60 § 37A
Lien on real estate, recording, 60 § 23
Recording affidavit of collector as to sale. 60
§ 57
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REGISTERS OF PROBATE AND FAMILY
COURTS
Wills, generally, this index
REGISTRARS
Motor Vehicles, this index
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
Elections, this index
REGISTRATION
Aircraft, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
Trailers, this index
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS
Elections, this index
REGISTRY
Adoption of children, contact information,
public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
REHABILITATION
Definitions, Massachusetts Community Preser-
vation Act, 44B § 2
Housing, this index
RELATED PROFESSIONALS
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
RELATED TAX
Definitions, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
RELATIVES
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
RELEASES
Deeds and Conveyances, this index
Interest under invalid tax title, 60 § 82
Tax title.
Held by town, 60 § 84
Owner to appoint agent for release of land,
60 § 47
Taxation, this index
Taxpayer imprisoned for nonpayment of tax, 60
§ 31 et seq.
Treasurer receiving money paid instead of pur-
chaser of tax title, 60 § 63
RELIEF
Social Services, generally, this index
RELIEF ASSOCIATIONS
Payroll deductions, 180 § 17A
RELIGION
Applicant for position in public schools, inquiry
as to beliefs, 71 § 39
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
Correctional Institutions, this index
Discrimination In Employment, generally, this
index
Diseases, instruction or training, schools, ex-
emption. 71 § 1
Freedom of religion, Const. Amend. .Art. 18
Inmates, religious services or instruction,
Const. Amend. Art. 18
Schools and School Districts, this index
Teacher or employee of public schools, inquiry
as to beliefs, 71 § 39
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCI-
ETIES
Books and papers.
Registry, preservation. 66 § 8
RELIGIOUS
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCI-
ETIES—Cont'd
Books and papers—Cont'd
Religious sect, schools, purchasing forbid-
den, 71 § 31
Buildings, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, generally, this
index
Churches, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
Executive committee for educational television,
programs, 71 § 131
Exemptions, taxation, 59 § 5
Fraternal benefit societies. Insurance, this in-
dex
Ministerial fund, assessment of interest in real
estate, 59 § 11
Official residence, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
School books favoring teachings, purchase or
use forbidden in schools, 71 § 31
School property, use, 71 § 71
Receipts and expenditures, 71 § 71E
Schools and school districts,
See, also, Private Schools, generally, this
index
State assistance. Const. Amend. Art. 18
State assistance, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Tax exemptions.
Cemetery administration buildings, 59 § 5
Parsonage, 59 § 5
Personal property, 59 § 5
Trusts and trustees, tax exemption, 59 § 5
RELOCATION ASSISTANCE
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
RELOCATION COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
REMARRIAGE
Police officers, widow, termination of tax ex-
emption, 59 § 5
REMEDIES
Actions and Proceedings, generally, this index
RENEWABLE ENERGY
Cities and towns,
Energy revolving loan fund, 44 § 53E%
Indebtedness, 44 § 7
Loans, energy revolving loan fund, cities and
towns, 44 § 53E^
Municipal finance, indebtedness, 44 § 7
RENT
Application for abatement by tenant paying
rent, 59 § 59
Housing, generally, this index
Information furnished assessor in proceedings
for abatement, 59 § 61A
Life insurance. Insurance, this index
Motor Vehicles, this index
School buildings, provision in regional school
district agreement, 71 § 14C
Taxation, this index
Taxes paid by tenant, relief, 59 § 12C
RENTALS
Motor Vehicles, this index
REPEALS
Statutes, reviving previous statute, 4 § 6
REPLEVIN
Constables, service of process, 41 § 92
REPORTS
Abuse of Children, this index
Aging, councils on, 40 § 8B
Agricultural preservation restrictions, 20 § 25
Appellate tax board. Taxation, this index
Bullying, 71 § 370
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Child abuse, 71 § 37L
Children and Minors, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
City auditors,
Contents of annual report, 41 § 50
Recreation and park self supporting service
revolving fund, 44 § 53D
City treasurers, 41 § 36
Colleges and Universities, this index
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Consumer advisory commissions, 40 § 8F
Counties, this index
County agents, officer or committee, preserva-
tion, 66 § 8
County Officers and Employees, this index
Courts, this index
Crimes and Offenses, this index
Cultural council, 10 § 58
Data processing, cities and towns, preparation,
41 § 23D
Dependent and Neglected Children, this index
Disability commissions, cities and towns, 40
§ 8J
Districts, this index
Drinking water protection districts, 40 § 39K
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, copies,
111 § 127B
Educational television program fund, receipts
and expenditures, 71 § 13H
Energy resources commission, 40 § 81
Energy revolving loan fund, cities and towns,
44 § 53E%
Executive committee for educational television,
71 § 13H
Eye examinations, school pupils, 71 § 57
Felonies. Crimes and Offenses, this index
Firearms. Weapons, this index
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Historical commissions,
Archaeological or historical sites, 40 § 8D
Cities and towns, 40 § 8D
Housing, this index
Housing development incentive program, 40V
§ 4
Infants. Children and Minors, this index
Investigation, town departments, 41 § 23B
Metropolitan police, death or suicide, arres-
tees, 40 § 36A
Minors. Children and Minors, this index
Municipal agent, officer or committee, preser-
vation, 66 § 8
Municipal disability commissions, 40 § 8J
Occupational and employment problems of
young people, 71 § 38A
Offenses. Crimes and Offenses, this index
Open meetings, enforcement, 30A § 19
Plan to eliminate racial imbalance, progress, 71
§ 37D
Planning board, 41 §§ 71, 81C
Police, this index
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REPORTS—Cont'd
Pupils. Schools and School Districts, this in-
dex
Rape, this index
Regional police districts, 41 § 99E
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 §§ 44D,
44F
Audits, 40 § 441
Revenue Department, this index
Revolving funds, culinary arts programs, voca-
tional education, 74 § 14B
School Building Authority, this index
School Buildings and Grounds, this index
School Funds, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
Smart growth, school funds, reimbursement,
40S§ 4
State agent, officer or committee, preservation,
66 § 8
State Officers and Employees, this index
State Police, this index
Subdivision control, approval or disapproval of
plans, 41 § 81U
Superintendent of public works, 41 § 69E
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Taxation, this index
Town accountants, 41 §§ 58, 61
Recreation and park self supporting service
revolving fund, 44 § 53D
Town auditor, contents of annual report, 41
§ 50
Town treasurer, 41 § 36
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Trust fund commissioners, 41 § 47
Veterans, this index
Vocational education, culinary arts programs,
revolving fund, 74 § 14B
Water commissioners, 41 § 69B
Water Supply, this index
Weapons, this index
Youth commissions, cities and towns, 40 § 8E
REPRESENTATION
Fraud, generally, this index
REPRESENTATIVES
Agents and Agency, generally, this index
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
REQUESTING PARTY
Definitions, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
RESCUE
Cities and towns, contracts for joint services, 40
§ 4A
Districts, contracts for joint services, 40 § 4A
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Regional school districts, contracts for joint
services, 40 § 4A
RESEARCH
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Consumer advisory commissions, 40 § 8F
Development and industrial commission, 40
§ 8A
Directors, schools, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
School personnel, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
Teachers, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
University of Massachusetts. Colleges and
Universities, this index
RIVERS
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CORPO-
RATION
Corporations, this index
RESERVATION
Parks and Playgrounds, generally, this index
RESERVE FUNDS
Districts, 40 § 5B
RESERVE POLICE OFFICERS
Police, this index
RESERVES
Cities and towns, appropriation, 40 § 5A
RESERVOIRS
Dams and Reservoirs, generally, this index
RESIDENCE AND DOMICILE
Domicile and Residence, generally, this index
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING
Dwellings, generally, this index
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
Taxation, this index
RESIDENTS
Domicile and Residence, generally, this index
RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITIES
Municipal financing, borrowing outside debt
limits, 44 § 8
RESPIRATORY DISEASES
Schools and school districts, inhalers, posses-
sion, 71 § 54B
RESPONSIBLE
Definitions, public works contracts, 149 § 44A
RESPONSIBLE BIDDER OR OFFEROR
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
RESPONSIVE BIDDER
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
RESPONSIVE OFFEROR
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
RESTRAINING ORDERS
Injunctions, generally, this index
RESTRAINT
Injunctions, generally, this index
RETAIL SALES
Sales, generally, this index
RETALIATION
Bullying, reports, 71 § 370
RETIREMENT AND PENSIONS
Advance payments, 32 § 99
Appellate tax board, officers and employees,
58A§ 5A
Bank deposits and collections, special funds,
cities, towns, and districts, 40 § 5D
Beach district employees, 40 § 12F
Cities and towns,
Advance payments, 32 § 99
Credit unions, deposits, deductions from al-
lowances, 41 § 41C
Federal aid, 40 § 5D
Group insurance, 32B § 1 et seq.
RETIREMENT AND PENSIONS—Cont'd
Cities and towns—Cont'd
Group life insurance,
Benefits, 32B § 9
Contributions by government unit, 32B
§§ 7A, 9E
Individual retirement accounts, computation
of retirement benefits, 44 § 67A
Investments, special funds, 40 § 5D
IRA, computation, 44 § 67A
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 10
Special funds, 40 § 5D
Clerks, cities and towns, age, 41 § 19B
Cooperative Banks, this index
Counties, advance payments, 32 § 99
County Retirement Systems, generally, this in-
dex
Credit unions, deposits, deductions from allow-
ances, city and town systems, 41 § 41C
Deposits, credit unions, cities and towns, de-
ductions from allowances, 41 § 41C
Districts, this index
Exemptions, taxation, 59 § 5
Income Tax—State, this index
Investments, special funds, cities, towns and
districts. 40 § 5D
Police and firefighters,
Indemnity, 41 § 100B
Overtime pay due, 147 § 17E
Regional health districts, 111 § 27B
Regional school district, 71 § 16F
Taxation. Income Tax—State, this index
Towns. Cities and towns, generally, ante
Trust Companies, this index
RETRIEVAL
Data processing center, information retrieval,
cities and towns, 41 § 23D
RETURNS
Constables, this index
Tax Returns, generally, this index
REVENUE
Municipal finance, 44 § 1
Taxation, generally, this index
REVENUE BONDS
Bonds, generally, this index
REVENUE DEPARTMENT
Commissioner,
Appointments, town assessors, 41 § 27
Estimate, value of telegraph and telephone
company on default of return, 59 § 42
Information, valuation of telegraph and tele-
phone company, 59 § 40
Notices, valuation,
Pipelines. 59 § 38A
Telephone and telegraph company prop-
erty, 59 § 39
Opinions, 58 § 1A
Pipelines, valuation, 59 § 38A
Powers and duties, 58 § 1A
Returns, telephone and telegraph compa-
nies, 59 §§ 41, 42
Rules, regulations and guidelines, establish-
ment and revision, 58 § 1
Telephone and telegraph companies, valua-
tion, 59 § 39
Town assessors, appointments, 41 § 27
Community preservation trust fund, disburse-
ments, 44B § 10
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REVENUE DEPARTMENT—Cont d
Disbursements, community preservation trust
fund, 44B§ 10
Forms, approval, 58 § 31
Powers and duties, commissioner, 58 § 1A
Reports, municipal finance, 44 § 44
REVERSE AUCTIONS
Cities and towns, procurement. 30B § 6A
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
REVIEW
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
REVIVAL
Abatement and Revival, generally, this index
REVOLVERS
Weapons, generally, this index
REVOLVING FUNDS
Vocational schools, culinary arts program, 74
§ 14B
REWARD
Superintendent finding position for teacher, ac-
cepting, 71 § 67
RIFLES
Weapons, generally, this index
RIGHT OF WAY
Railroads, building permits, 40 § 54A
RIOTS AND MOBS
Curfews, 40 § 37A
Fingerprinting, persons arrested, 41 § 98
Police, duty, 41 § 98
RIPRAP
Cities and towns, indebtedness, 44 § 7
RIVERFRONT AREA BOUNDARY LINE
Definitions, rivers and streams, 131 § 40
RIVERFRONT AREAS
Conservation, 131 § 40
Definitions, rivers and streams, 131 § 40
RIVERS AND STREAMS
See, also, Waters and Watercourses, gener-
ally, this index
Alterations,
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Wetlands bordering, protection, 131 § 40
Bridges. Highways and Streets, this index
Cities and towns, dredging, indebtedness, 44
§ 7
Definitions, 131 § 40
Densely developed areas, designation, filling,
dredging, altering, 131 § 40
Dredging, 131 § 40
Wetlands bordering, protection, 131 § 40
Ferries, generally, this index
Filling, wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Fish and Game, generally, this index
Injunction, damaging wetlands, 131 § 40
Pollution. Water Pollution, generally, this in-
dex
Riverfront areas, filling, dredging, altering, 131
§ 40
Tax assessments, watershed protection, cities
and towns, payments to, 59 § 5H
Water Pollution, generally, this index
Waters and Watercourses, generally, this index
Watershed Management, generally, this index
RIVERS
RIVERS AND STREAMS—Cont'd
Wetlands bordering, protection, 131 § 40
ROAD COMMISSIONERS
Highways and Streets, this index
ROADS
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
ROLL BACK TAXES
Agricultural Land, this index
Forests and forestry, 61 § 7
Recreational Land, this index
ROOM OCCUPANCY EXCISE
Amendments, restriction, 64G § 3A
Boston, local excise, rates and charges, 64G
§ 3A
Exemptions, 64G § 3A
Local excise, 64G § 3A
Payments, 64G § 3A
Rates and charges, local excise, 64G § 3A
ROOMS
Human habitation, nuisance or unfit, 111
§ 127B
ROUTES
Railroads, this index
RUBBER
Recycling, municipalities or districts, 40 § 8H
RUBBER BOOTS
Law enforcement officials and fire depart-
ments, appropriations, 40 § 6B
RUBBISH
Solid Waste, generally, this index
RULES OF THE ROAD
Traffic Rules and Regulations, generally, this
index
SABBATH
Sunday, generally, this index
SABBATICAL LEAVE
Regional school district employees, compensa-
tion, 71 § 42B
SABOTAGE
Bids, public contracts during emergency, 30
§ 39M
SAFETY
Air raid, bomb and fall out shelters, tax exemp-
tion, 59 § 5
Cities and Towns, this index
Health and Sanitation, generally, this index
Highway safety stations, 71 § 71A
Lockups, detainees, written procedures, 40
§ 36C
Public improvements and public works, courses
of instruction, certificates and certification,
30 § 39M
Public Safety Department, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
SAFETY APPLIANCES AND DEVICES
Eye protection, industrial art or vocational
shops, 71 § 55C
SAFETY EDUCATION PROGRAM
Motor vehicle driving education, fees for tu-
ition, 71 § 13D
SAFETY PATROLS
School committees, authority to organize, 71
§ 48A
SAINT PATRICKS DAY
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
SALARIES
Compensation and Salaries, generally, this in-
dex
SALE OF SECURITIES
Securities, generally, this index
SALEM
Cities and Towns, generally, this index
City marshals, working on holidays, 147 § 17F
SALES
Advertisements, generally, this index
Agricultural lands, conveyance tax, 61A § 12
Appellate tax board reports and opinions, 58A
§ 3
Auctions and Auctioneers, generally, this index
Bonds. Municipal Finance, this index
Certificates of indebtedness, municipalities, 44
§ 16
Cigarette Tax, generally, this index
Cities and Towns, this index
Controlled substances. Drugs and Medicine,
this index
Culinary arts programs, vocational schools,
sales of products produced, revolving fund.
74 § 14B
Definitions, local option meals excise, 64L § 1
Forests and forestry, conveyance taxes, 61 § 6
Horticultural lands, conveyance tax, 61A § 12
Ice, regulation, 40 § 24
Lunches, pupils and teachers, 71 § 72
Municipal Finance, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Municipalities. Cities and Towns, this index
Natural gas, cities and towns, 164 § 69A
Notice, agricultural lands, residential, industrial
or commercial use, 61A § 14
Public auctions. Auctions and Auctioneers,
generally, this index
Real Estate, this index
Regional refuse disposal districts, disposal fa-
cilities, 40 § 44J
School Buildings and Grounds, this index
Securities, generally, this index
Special or betterment assessment,
Land assessed, 80 § 15
Land surrendered, 80 § 3
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Tax Sales, generally, this index
Textbooks, 71 § 49
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Vocational education, culinary arts program,
sale of products produced, revolving fund,
74 § 14B
Wife. Husband and Wife, this index
Zoning ordinances or bylaws, compilations, 40
§ 32B
SALES CONTRACT
Definitions, real estate time share, 183B § 2
SALES TAXES
Meals, local option meals excise. Meals, this
index
Motor vehicles, registration, foreign states, tax
evasion, 90 § 3fe
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SALES TAXES—Cont'd
Trailers, foreign states, registration, tax eva-
sion, 90 § 3fe
SALT
Road salt, contracts, 30B § 13
SANCTUARIES
Fish and Game, this index
SAND AND GRAVEL
Grading around land not in public use, 40 § 21
Penalty for removal, 40 § 21
Pits, fences or barriers around lands not in
public use. 40 § 21
Removal, penalty. 40 § 21
SANDPIPES
Cities and towns, construction, debt limit, 44
§ 8
SANITARY FILL
Abandoned or dangerous structure, demol-
ished, 143 § 9
Solid waste disposal. Landfills, generally, this
index
SANITARY SEWERS
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
SANITATION
Health and Sanitation, generally, this index
SATURDAYS
City and town offices, 41 § 1 10A
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS
Deposits, direct credits, compensation, city,
town or district employees, 41 § 41B
Federal Savings and Loan Associations, gener-
ally, this index
Tax collection, associations designated to re-
ceive tax payments, 60 § 2A
SAVINGS BANKS
See, also, Banks and Banking, generally, this
index
Deposits,
Compensation and salaries, direct bank
credits, city, town or district employees,
41 § 41B
Direct bank credits, compensation, city, town
or district employees, 41 § 41B
Health care claims trust funds, 32B § 3A
Retirement systems special funds, cities.
towns and districts. 40 § 5D
Exemptions, taxation, 59 § 5
Health care claims trust funds, deposits, 32B
§ 3A
Statutory construction. 4 § 7
Taxation, 59 § 5
SAVINGS DEPOSITS
Bank Deposits and Collections, generally, this
index
SAVINGS SHARE ACCOUNT
Cooperative Banks, generally, this index
SAWDUST
Fire prevention, 148 § 5
SCALES
Weights and Measures, generally, this index
SCHOOL
SCENIC AREAS
Tax assessment, local taxes, 59 § 11
SCHEDULES
Boats, valuation for purpose of computing ex-
cise tax, 60B § 2
Ships and vessels, valuation for purpose of
computing excise tax, 60B § 2
Tax liens, certificates, 60 § 23A
SCHOLARSHIPS
Colleges and Universities, this index
SCHOOL BOOKS
School Textbooks, generally, this index
SCHOOL BUILDING ADVISORY BOARD
School building assistance program. 70B § 3A
SCHOOL BUILDING ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM
Schools and School Districts, this index
SCHOOL BUILDING AUTHORITY
Generally, 70B § 1A
Executive directors, 70B § 3
Reports, 70B §§ 1A, 3D
Executive directors, 70B § 3
SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Generally, 71 § 68 et seq.
Accounts and accounting.
School building assistance program. 70B § 3
School building authority, 70B § 3D
Acquisition, 30B § 16
Actions and proceedings, school building assis-
tance program, 70B §§ 3E, 3
Advisory boards, committees and councils,
School building advisory board, school build-
ing assistance program, 70B § 3A
School building assistance program, 70B
§ 3A
Alternative projects, eligible cost criteria,
school building assistance program. 70B
§ 14
Applications, building assistance. 70B § 4 ct
seq.
Approval, projects, building assistance, priori-
ties and preferences, 70B § 8
Assistance program. 70B § 1 et seq.
Attorneys, school building assistance program,
70B 5 3
Authorities. School Building Authority, gener-
ally, this index
Bonds,
See, also, Schools and School Districts,
this index
Interest, school building assistance program,
notice, 70B § 19
School building assistance program, 70B
§§ 3B, 3E
Bullying, generally, this index
Bylaws, school building assistance program,
70B§ 3
Candidates, use. 71 § 71
Moneys received, disposition, 71 § 71E
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Cigarettes, student tobacco use, 71 § 2A
Civic purposes, use. 71 § 71
Moneys received, disposition. 71 § 71E
Community income factor, school building as-
sistance program. 70B § 10
Community poverty factor, school building as-
sistance program. 70B § 10
SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
—Cont'd
Community property wealth factor, school
building assistance program, 70B Jj 10
Conduct, rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Construction, 71 § 68
Elimination of racial imbalance, 71 § 37D
Grants, payment, school building assist
program, 70B § 11
Racial balance, removal, 71 § 37C
Regional school districts, financing, 71
§ 14A
Cost standards, projects, school building assis-
tance program, 70B § 9
Damages, school building assistance program,
70B § 3E
Definitions,
Assistance program, 70B § 2
Bullying, 71 § 370
Displaying of flag, 71 § 69
Disposal, 30B § 16
Distance from childs residence, transportation,
71 § 68
Educational purposes, 71 § 71
Eligible cost criteria, alternative projects,
school building assistance program, 70B
§ 14
Entitlement, school building assistance pro-
gram, 70B § 9
Examinations.
Applications, building assistance, 70B § 6
School physicians, 71 § 54
Executive directors, school building authority,
70B§ 3
Facility use plans. 70B § 15
Findings, building assistance program, applica-
tions, approval, 70B § 6
Fires and fire protection, reports, 71 § 37L
Flags, 71 § 69
Formula, school building assistance program,
70B § 10
Grants, applications, building assistance, 70B
§ 5
Hazardous buildings, priorities, protects, uni-
forms, persons charged with, 71 § 48B
Incentive assistance points, school building as-
sistance program, loans, 70B § 10
Income, community income factor, school
building assistance program, 70B § 10
Indebtedness, application of law, 70B § 6
Indemnity, school building assistance program,
70B§ 3
Insurance, school building assistance program,
70B§ 3
Investments, school building assistance pro-
gram, 70B § 3
Leases,
Facility use plans, 70B § 15
Regional school districts. 71 § 16
Agreement, 71 § 14C
Term, 71 § 14C
Restrictions, 40 § 3
School building assistance program, assisted
facilities, 70B § 15
Limitation, school building assistance program,
grants, 70B § 7
Lists, project approval, priorities and prefer-
ences, building assistance. 70B § 8
Loans, school building assistance program, 70B
§§ 3,6
Location, determination. 71 § 70
Long term capital plan, school building assis-
tance program, 70B § 3
Lunches, pupils and teachers, 71 § 72
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SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
—Cont'd
Maintenance, 71 § 68
Assistance program, 70B § 16
Expenditures, reports, 70 § 9
Junior college level course of instruction, 71
§ 77
Motor vehicles, idling. 71 § 37H
Needs survey, school building assistance pro-
gram, 70B §§ 3, 17
Notice,
Building assistance program, applications.
approval, 70B § 6
School building assistance program,
Bonds, interest, 70B § 19
Statements of interest, 70B § 5
Payments,
School building assistance program, 70B § 3
Grants, 70B § 11
State percentage toward projects, school
building assistance program, 70B § 10
Permitting public use. 71 § 71
Moneys received, disposition, 71 § 71E
Philanthropic purposes, use, 71 § 71
Moneys received, disposition. 71 § 71E
Plans and specifications. 71 § 68
Facility use plans, 70B § 15
Plaques, religious and patriotic, 71 § 69A
Policy standards, school building assistance
program, 70B § 3
Poverty, community poverty factor, school
building assistance program, 70B § 10
Power of regional school district to construct,
71 § 16
Powers and duties, school building assistance
program, 70B § 3
Priorities and preferences.
Building assistance, 70B § 8
Charter schools, enrollment, 71 § 89
School building assistance program, 70B § 5
Procedures, projects, school building assistance
program, 70B § 9
Projects approval, priorities and preferences,
building assistance. 70B § 8
Providing and maintaining, 71 § 68
Public use, 71 § 71
Moneys received, disposition, 71 § 71E
Recapture, school building assistance program,
sales, leases, 70B § 15
Recreational purposes, use, 71 § 71
Moneys received, disposition, 71 § 71E
Regional school districts.
Committees, 71 § 16A
Incurring debt to construct and equip. 71
§ 16
Leases, 71 § 16
Loans, 71 § 16
Reconstructing school building, power to in-
cur debt, 71 § 16
Sale or lease provision in agreement, 71
§ 14C
School building assistance program, 70B § 1
et seq.
Loans. 70B § 6
Surplus space, leases, 71 § 16
Reimbursement, assistance program, 70B § 1
et seq.
Religious organizations, use, 71 § 71
Moneys received, disposition, 71 § 71E
Reports.
Fires and fire protection, 71 § 37L
School building assistance program. 70B
§ 17
School building authority, 70B §§ 1A, 3D
SCHOOL
SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
—Cont'd
Reports—Cont'd
School building authority—Cont'd
Executive directors, 70B § 3
Reserves, school building assistance program,
70B§ 3
Review standards, school building assistance
program, 70B § 3
Rules and regulations, security, safety, 71
§ 37H
Sales,
Disposition. 30B § 16
Facility use plans, 70B § 15
Regional school district, 71 § 14C
School building assistance program, assisted
facilities, 70B § 15
School building advisory board, school building
assistance program, 70B § 3A
School building authority, 70B § 1A
Sites, plan to eliminate racial imbalance, 71
§ 37D
Situation, 71 § 70
Size standards, projects, school building assis-
tance program, 70B § 9
Smoking by students, 71 § 2A
Social purposes, use, 71 § 71
Moneys received, disposition, 71 § 71E
Standards, school building assistance program.
Costs, 70B § 9
Policy, review, 70B § 3
State percentage toward projects, payments,
school building assistance program, 70B
§ 10
Statements of interest, school building assis-
tance program, 70B § 5
Studies, school building assistance program,
70B§ 3
Surplus space, leases, regional school districts,
71 § 16
Surveys, school building assistance program,
70B§ 3
Tobacco, use, 71 §§ 2A, 37H
Town to provide and maintain, 71 § 68
Uniforms, persons charged with care, 71 § 48B
Wealth, community property wealth factor,
school building assistance program, 70B
§ 10
SCHOOL BUSES
Generally, 71 § 68
Bullying, generally, this index
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Cities and towns, transportation costs,
Revolving funds, use, 44 § 53E14
Transportation costs, reimbursement, 71
§ 7A
Conduct, rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Contracts, 71 § 7A
Criminal offender record information system,
71 § 38R
Drivers, cities and towns, revolving funds, com-
pensation, use, 44 § 53E14
Failure to pay scheduled rates, 71 § 7A
Fees, students, 71 § 68
Highway safety stations, 71 § 71A
Idling, school buildings and grounds, 71 § 37H
Protection of pupils boarding or alighting,
duties of safety patrols, 71 § 48A
Public transportation, cost, 71 § 7B
Racial imbalance, elimination, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Rebates, contracts, penalties, 71 § 7A
Regional school districts, 71 §§ 14B, 16C
Athletic teams, 71 § 47
SCHOOL BUSES—Cont'd
Regional school districts—Cont'd
Racial imbalance, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Reimbursement to cities and towns, 71 § 7B
School choice transportation reimbursement
program, 76 § 12B
School safety patrols, assistance to drivers, 71
§ 48A
State aid, bus transportation programs, 71
§ 7C
Student overnight travel, 71 § 37N
Third and subsequent offenses, failure to stop,
40 § 14
Tobacco, use, rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Town contracts, wage rates, 71 § 7A
Vehicles transporting school children, wage
rates, 71 § 7A
SCHOOL CHOICE TUITION TRUST FUND
Deposits, 76 § 12B
SCHOOL COMMITTEES
Abuse of children, reports, 71 § 37L
Accounts and accounting, uniformity of ac-
counting systems, 44 § 38
Administrative functions, consolidation, cities
and towns, 71 § 37M
Admission of nonresidents, contracts, 71 § 6A
Advertising for bids, school buses, 71 § 7A
Advisory committees, sex education advisory
committee, 71 § 380
Ballots, sealed and certified, 41 § 9
Bids for school buses, wage rates, 71 § 7A
Budgets, review, approval, 71 § 37
Busing pupils, racial imbalance, 71 §§ 37C,
37D
Certificates and certification,
Employment of superintendent. 71 § 59A
Orientation, members, 71 § 36A
Cities and Towns, this index
Collaborative educational program, agreements
between cities, towns and regional school
districts, 40 § 4E
Community school program fund, disposition,
71 §§ 71C, 71E
Compensation, serving without, 71 § 52
Consolidation of administrative functions, cities
and towns, 71 § 37M
Construction, schoolhouses, 71 § 68
Corporal punishment, inflicting upon pupils, 71
§ 37G
Data processing center, 41 § 23D
Educational goals, policies, establishing, 71
§ 37
Elections, members, 41 § 1
Expenditures, uniforms for food handling em-
ployees, 71 § 48B
Extended school services, children of employed
parents, 71 § 26A et seq.
Federal funds, expenditure, 44 § 53A
Finances, cities and towns, consolidation of
administrative functions, 71 § 37M
Foster care children, state reimbursements, 71
§ 71F
General charge and superintendents of school
houses, 71 § 68
Gifts or grants for educational purposes,
Authority to accept, 71 § 37A
Compensation, services rendered in federal
grant programs, 44 § 53A
Signature, approval, 44 § 53A
Hearings, proposed annual budgets, public
hearings, 71 § 38N
High schools, emergency closing, 71 § 4
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SCHOOL COMMITTEES—Cont'd
Highway safety stations, school bus, 71 § 71 A
Immediate family members, employment, 71
§ 67
Individual or group annuity contracts for em-
ployees, 71 § 37B
Joint programs, federal fund expenditures, 40
§ 4A
Liability, operation of safety patrol, 71 § 48A
Lunch period for teachers, 71 § 80
Maintenance, cities and towns, consolidation of
administrative functions, 71 § 37M
Membership, sex education advisory commit-
tees, 71 § 380
Neglect of children, reports, 71 § 37L
Nonresident students, tuition payments, 71
§ 71F
Nurses, appointment and assignment of duties,
71 § 53
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Occupational guidance and placement director,
appointment, 71 § 38A
Officers and employees, immediate family, em-
ployment, 71 § 67
Orientation, members, 71 § 36A
Permanent record book, votes, orders and pro-
ceedings, 71 § 36
Personnel, cities and towns, consolidation of
administrative functions, 71 § 37M
Physicians and nurses, appointment and assign-
ment of duties, 71 § 53
Planning, schoolhouse construction, 71 § 68
Powers and duties, 71 § 37
Orientation, members, 71 § 36A
Public hearings, proposed annual budgets, 71
§ 38N
Pupils, admission of nonresidents, 71 § 6A
Purchase, traffic belts for school safety patrol
leaders, 71 § 48A
Quorum, definitions, budget hearings, 71
§ 38N
Racial imbalance, elimination, 71 § 37C et seq.
Regional school districts. Schools and School
Districts, this index
Reports, child abuse or neglect, 71 § 37L
Rules and regulations, student freedom of ex-
pression, dress, discipline, 71 § 85
Safety patrols, organization, 71 § 48A
School bus, highway safety stations, 71 § 71A
School safety patrols, organization, 71 § 48A
Secretary, duties, 71 § 36
Serving without compensation, 71 § 52
Sex education advisory committees, 71 § 380
State reimbursements, foster care children, 71
§ 71F
Student advisory committees, members, 71
§ 38M
Superintendent of schools, powers, 71 § 37
Terms of office, 71 § 35
Textbook change, vote, 71 § 50
Transportation, furnishing, 71 § 68
Tuition,
Nearest school, 71 § 68
Nonresident students, 71 § 71F
Uniformity of accounting systems, 44 § 38
Union, formation, 71 § 61
Union school district, joint committee, 71 § 63
Votes, recording, 71 § 36
SCHOOL COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
Generally, 71 § 59D
SCHOOL COUNCILS
Schools and School Districts, this index
SCHOOL
SCHOOL ELECTIONS
Elections. Schools and School Districts, this
index
SCHOOL FUNDS
Generally, 70 § 1 et seq.
Above foundation reimbursement amount, def-
initions, attendance outside district, 76
§ 12B
Actions and proceedings, underperforming
schools, districts, attorneys fees, appropria-
tions, 70 § 8
Additional state school aid, education improve-
ment amount, 70 § 12
Adjusted property valuation, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Administrative expenses, reports, 70 § 9
Adverse or pecuniary interest, foundation bud-
get review commission, school officers and
employees, 70 § 4
Allocation.
Appropriations, 70 § 7
Local determination, state school aid. 70 § 8
Amounts, 70 § 6
Paid to individual municipalities, 70 § 10
Annual adjustment factor. 70 § 12
Annual estimate, amount due, 58 § 25A
Appeal and review, foundation budget review
commission, 70 § 4
Appropriations,
Allocation, determination, 70 § 8
Cities and towns, allocation among. 70 § 13
Reduction, 70 § 7
Surplus, 70 § 1
1
Assessment test, underperforming districts, ex-
emptions, 70 § 14
Assumed in school special education enroll-
ment, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Assumed tuitioned out special education en-
rollment, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Attorneys fees, underperforming schools, dis-
tricts, appropriations, use, 70 § 8
Audits and auditors, student activity accounts,
71 § 47
Base aid,
Definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Regional school districts, 71 § 16D
Base year foundation budget, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Bilingual enrollment, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
Board, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Book and equipment allotment, definitions,
state aid, 70 § 2
Books, instructional equipment, reports, 70 § 9
Business demonstration projects proceeds, dis-
position, 71 § 37k
Calculation, minimum local contribution, state
aid components, furnishing data, 70 § 3A
Certificates and certification, distribution of
aid, 58 § 18F
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Choice tuition trust fund, deposits. 76 § 12B
Cities and towns.
Allocation amount, 70 § 13
Amount paid to, 70 § 10
Base aid allotment, reduction. 70 § 13
Minimum appropriation, 70 § 6
Minimum local contribution, state aid com-
ponents, calculating, underlying data,
furnishing, 70 § 3A
Smart growth, costs, reimbursement, 40S § 1
et seq.
Commissioner, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
SCHOOL FUNDS—Cont'd
Continuation schools, forfeiture on refusal or
neglect to appropriate, 71 § 26
Culinary arts programs, revolving funds, 74
§ 14B
Deductions, 58 § 20A
Charter schools, tuition, residing district, 71
§ 89
Schools not kept open for required period,
71 § 4A
Deficiency, court order, 71 § 34
Deficiency funds, use, 71 § 16B'A
Definitions. 70 §§ 1, 2
Department, definitions, state aid, 70 8 2
Deposits, stabilization fund, 71 § 16Gfe
Distribution, certification, 58 § 18F
District, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Education improvement amount, 70 § 12
Educational television, 71 § 13F
Elementary enrollment, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Enrollment categories, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
Equalized property valuation, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Equity aid, definitions, state aid. 70 § 2
Equity gap, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Estimates, minimum appropriation, amounts
used, 70 § 6
Excess debt service amount, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Excess funds, use, 71 § 16Bfe
Exemptions, underperforming districts. 70 § 14
Expanded program allotment, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Extended programming, reports, 70 § 9
Extraordinary maintenance, reports, 70 § 9
Extraordinary maintenance allotment, defini-
tions, state aid, 70 § 2
Federal aid,
Attendance in other towns, 76 § 12B
Expenditure without application to budget
or appropriation request, 44 § 53A
Joint programs involving expenditure, 40
§ 4A
Financial assistance to public schools, designa-
tion, 70 § 1
Foster care children, 71 § 71F
Foundation aid, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation aid percent, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Foundation assistance, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
Foundation athletic expenses, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Foundation benefits, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
Foundation budget. 70 88 2, 3
Definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Professional development plans, school offi-
cers and employees, 71 § 38Q
Foundation budget review commission, 70 § 4
Foundation central office professional staff,
definitions, state aid. 70 § 2
Foundation clerical staff, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Foundation custodial staff, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Foundation enrollment, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Foundation extracurricular activity expenxcv
definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation gap.
Attendance outside district, 76 § 12B
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SCHOOL FUNDS—Cont'd
Foundation gap—Cont'd
Definitions, state aid. 70 § 2
Foundation health care staff, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Foundation inflation index, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Foundation miscellaneous expenses, defini-
tions, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation nonsalary expenses, definitions.
state aid. 70 § 2
Foundation payroll, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
Foundation principals, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
Foundation special education tuition, defini-
tions, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation support staff, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Foundation teaching staff, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Foundation utility and ordinary maintenance
expenses, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
foundation vocational staff, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
General revenue sharing aid, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Gross overburden amounts, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
Gross standard of effort, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Hearings, foundation budget review commis-
sion, recommendations, 70 § 4
High school enrollment, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Inflation,
Education improvement amount, adjust-
ment, 70 § 12
Foundation budget, 70 § 3
Instructional materials trust fund, 71 § 20A
Investments.
Regional school districts, 44 § 55B
Stabilization fund, 71 § 16G16
Junior high/middle school enrollment, defini-
tions, state aid, 70 § 2
Kindergarten enrollment, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Legislative intent, 70 § 1
Local contribution, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
Low income enrollment, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Magnet school facilities. 71 § 371
Management, 71 § 74
Minimum aid, definitions, state aid. 70 § 2
Minimum local appropriation, 70 § 6
Minimum required local contribution.
Definitions, state aid. 70 § 2
Underlving criteria, data, furnishing, 70
§ 3A
Municipal growth factor, definitions, state aid,
70 § 2
Net school spending, definitions, state aid. 70
8 2
Nonresident students, attendance, 76 § 12B
Overburden aid.
Definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Reductions, 70 § 5
Prayer, denial of funds. 71 8 IB
Preliminary local contribution, definitions, state
aid, 70 8 2
Preschool enrollment, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
SCHOOL
SCHOOL FUNDS—Cont'd
Professional development.
Foundation budget, 71 § 38Q
Reports, 70 § 9
Professional development allotment, defini-
tions, state aid, 70 § 2
Proposed annual budget, public hearing, 71
§ 38N
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Purpose of assistance, state aid, 70 § 1
Racial imbalance, received to eliminate, 76
§ 12B
Receipts and expenditures, adult education,
summer school, property use, 71 § 71E
Receiving district, definitions, attendance out-
side district, 76 § 12B
Reduction, appropriations, 70 § 7
Regional school districts, 71 § 16
Apportionment among municipalities, 71
§ 16B
Appropriations, sanctions, 71 § 16B
Base aid, 71 § 16D
Bonus aid, 71 § 16D
Budgets, 44 § 32; 70 § 6; 71 § 16B
Member aid estimates, 70 § 6
Certification, budget, appropriation, munici-
pal vote, 71 § 16B
Deposits, stabilization fund, 71 § 16G!4
General fund distributions,
Amount due, determination of payment,
58 § 25
Annual estimate, amount due, 58 § 25A
Deductions from sums payable, 58 § 20A
Instructional materials trust fund, 71 § 20A
Investments, stabilization fund, 71 § 16Gfe
Minimum local appropriation, 70 § 6
Municipal minimum regional contribution,
increasing, 70 § 6
Operating and maintenance, 71 § 16
Power to receive and disburse, 71 § 16
Public hearing, proposed annual budget, 71
§ 38N
Reallocation, required local contributions,
71 § 16B
Stabilization fund, 71 § 16Gfe
State aid, 70 § 1 et seq.; 71 § 16D
Towns comprising districts, 71 § 16D
Reimbursement, attendance outside district, 76
§ 12B
Religion, voluntary prayer, 71 § IB
Reports,
Administrative expenses, 70 § 9
Appropriations, calculation, amount used, 70
§ 6
Books, instructional equipment, 70 § 9
Excess and deficiency fund, 71 § 16Bfe
Extended programming, 70 § 9
Extraordinary maintenance, 70 § 9
Foundation budget review commission, rec-
ommendations, 70 § 4
Professional development, 70 § 9
Revolving funds, culinary arts programs, 74
§ 14B
Rules and regulations, foundation budgets, de-
termination, 70 § 3
School choice transportation reimbursement
program, 76 § 12B
School choice tuition amount, definitions, at-
tendance outside district, 76 § 12B
School choice tuition trust fund, deposits, 76
§ 12B
School district, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
SCHOOL FUNDS—Cont'd
School lunch program, St. 1948, c. 548
Sending district, definitions, attendance outside
district, 76 § 12B
Smart growth, costs, reimbursement, 40S § 1 et
seq.
Standard of effort, definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Standard of effort gap, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
State aid amount, attendance outside district,
deductions, 76 § 12B
State overburden obligation, definitions, state
aid, 70 § 2
State school aid.
Allocation, municipalities, 70 § 13
Amount paid to municipality, 70 § 10
Application of law, 70 §§ 14, 15
Charter schools, tuition, residing district, de-
ducting, 71 § 89
Definitions, state aid, 70 § 2
Education improvement amount included,
70 § 12
Smart growth, costs, reimbursement, 40S § 1
et seq.
Surplus, effect, 70 § 11
Underlying criteria, data, furnishing, 70
§ 3A
Underperforming districts, application of
law, 70 § 14
State school choice limit, definitions, attend-
ance outside district, 76 § 12B
Student activity accounts, 71 § 47
Surplus, expenditure, 70 § 11
Television, educational television programs, 71
§ 13F
Transportation,
Assistance, 71 § 7C
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Underlying criteria, data, furnishing, 70 § 3A
Underperforming schools and districts, exemp-
tions, 70 § 14
Vocational enrollment, definitions, state aid, 70
§ 2
Wage adjustment factor, definitions, state aid,
^70§ 2
SCHOOL HOUSES
School Buildings and Grounds, generally, this
index
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS
Serving in elected public office, leave of ab-
sence, 71 § 41A
SCHOOL LUNCHES
Generally, 71 § 72; St. 1948, c. 548
Business demonstration projects, 71 § 37K
Uniforms for handlers, 71 § 48B
SCHOOL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
Abolishment of position, regional school dis-
tricts, disestablishment, discontinuance, 71
§ 42B
Adjustment counselors,
Certification, 71 § 38G
Professional teacher status, 71 § 41
Tenure, 71 § 41
Adverse or pecuniary interest, foundation bud-
get review commission, service, 70 § 4
Annuity contracts, 71 § 37B
Appeal and review, suspension, 71 § 42D
Assault and battery,
Expulsion, suspension, 71 § 37H
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SCHOOL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
—Cont'd
Assault and battery—Cont'd
Restraint of students, rules and regulations,
71 § 37G
Athletic coaches, employment, 71 §§ 47A, 59B
Attorneys, suspension, review, 71 § 42D
Bullying, training, 71 § 370
Business administrators. Schools and School
Districts, this index
Certification, 71 §§ 37G, 38G
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Group insurance, appropriate public author-
ity, 32B § 2
Classroom organization and management,
training, 71 § 37G
Collaborative educational programs, emergency
first aid or transportation, 71 § 55A
Federal grants, regional school districts, pay-
ment, 44 § 53A
Collective bargaining,
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Employment of legal counsel, 71 § 37E
Conduct, rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Continuing education, policies, guidelines, cer-
tification, 71 § 38G
Criminal offender record information system,
access, 71 § 38R
Custodial accounts, 71 § 37B
Definitions, freedom of expression in public
secondary schools, 71 § 82
Demotion, 71 § 42
Directors, domicile and residence, 71 § 38
Disabled students, inclusive schooling training,
71 § 37G
Dismissal, 71 § 42
Diverse learning styles students,
Curriculum accommodation plan, 71 § 38Q}4
Instruction training, 71 § 37G
Professional, paraprofessional and teacher
assistant development plans, 71 § 38Q
Drugs and medicine, administration, rules and
regulations, 71 § 54B
Employee organization recognition, charter
schools, 71 § 89
Exemptions, certified personnel, employment,
71 § 38G
Good Samaritans, rendering first aid or trans-
portation to injured students, 71 § 55A
Group insurance. Charter schools, ante
Guidance counselors, certification, 71 § 38G
Immediate family, superintendents, principals,
employment, assignment, 71 § 67
Inservice training, policies, guidelines, certifica-
tion, 71 § 38G
Janitors, examination by physician, 71 § 54
Leave of absence, 71 §§ 41A, 41B
Librarians,
Professional teachers status, 71 § 41
Serving in elected public office, leave of
absence, 71 § 41A
Notice,
Immediate family members, employment, as-
signment, 71 § 67
Suspension, 71 § 42D
Nurses and nursing. Schools and School Dis-
tricts, this index
Performance standards, 71 § 38
Plans and specifications, professional develop-
ment plans, 71 § 38Q
Professional development plans, 71 § 38Q
Certificates, 71 § 38G
Promotion, 71 § 38
SCHOOLS
SCHOOL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
—Cont'd
Protection, restraint oi students, inles and reg-
ulations, 71 § 37(;
Provisional certification, 71 § 38G
Psychologists, tenure. 71 § 38P
Psyehotropic drugs, administration, rules and
regulations, 71 § 54B
Recertification, 71 § 37G
Recognition, employee organizations, charter
schools, 71 § 89
Regional school districts.
Certification procedures, application oi law,
71 § 42B
Civil service rights, regional school district
created, effect, 71 § 42B
Collective bargaining, 180 § 17G
Compensation and salaries. 71 § 42B
Contributory retirement system, 71 § 16F
( riminal offender record information sys-
tem, access, 71 § 38R
Disestablishment, discontinuance, compen-
sation, leave, 71 § 42
B
Group insurance,
Elections, 32B § 19
Premiums, retired employees, 32B § 9A
Nonteaching employees, contributory retire-
ment system. 71 § 16F
Off duty work details, disposition of funds
received for, 44 § 53C
Retired employees, group insurance, premi-
ums, 32B § 9A
Rights, 71 § 42B
Sabbatical leave, effect, 71 § 42B
Sick leave, effect, 71 § 42B
Superseding position, establishing and oper-
ation of regional district, 71 § 42B
Veterans preference, 41 § 112
Registered nurses, serving in elected public
office, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
Research, leaves of absence, 71 § 41
A
Restraint of students, rules and regulations, 71
§ 37G
Rules and regulations.
Conduct, 71 § 37H
Restraint of students, 71 § 37G
Serving in elected public office, leave of ab-
sence, 71 § 41A
Standard certification, 71 § 38G
Study, leaves of absence, 71 § 41
A
Supervisors. Schools and School Districts, this
index
Suspension, 71 § 42D
Tenure, 71 § 41
Training,
Bullying, 71 § 370
Restraint of students, rules and regulations,
71 § 37G
SCHOOL PRAYER
Generally, 71 §§ 1A. IB
SCHOOL PROJECTS
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST
Tenure, 71 § 38P
SCHOOL RACIAL IMBALANCE ACT
Generally, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKERS
Certification, 71 § 38G
Tenure, 71 § 41
SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS
Change, 71 § 50
Instructional materials irusi tund, 71 § 20A
Purchase, 30B § 7; 71 § 48
Pupils, 71 § 49
Reports, 70 § 9
Religious sect, purchasing, 71 § 31
SCHOOL YEAR
Number of days, determination, 71 § 1
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Generally, 71 § 1 et seq.
Absence and absentees,
Parental access, student information, 71
§ 34H
Student information, parental access, 71
§ 34H
Abuse of children,
Reports. 71 § 37L
Student information, parental access, 71
§ 34H
Academic performance, attendance in other
than city or town of residence, discrimina-
tion, 76 § 12B
Accounts and accounting,
See, also, School Funds, generally, this
index
Funds received to eliminate racial imba-
lance, 76 § 12B
Nonresident tuition payment, state reim-
bursement, foster care children, 71
§ 71F
School building authority, 70B § 3D
Separate accounts. gifts or grants lor edu-
cational purposes, 71 § 37A
Student activity accounts, 71 § 47
Achievement tests, student information, paren-
tal access, 71 § 34H
Actions and proceedings.
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Recording, 71 § 36
Underperforming schools, districts, attorneys
fees, appropriations, use, 70 § 8
Addresses, student information, access, 71
§ 34H
Adjustment counselors, certification, 71 § 38G
Adjustments, state funds, 70 § 4
Administrative expenses, reports, 70 § 9
Administrators,
Appointment, 71 § 59B
Evaluation, 71 § 38
Admission to school.
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Outside commonwealth. 71 § 6A
Regional charter schools, preferences, 71
§ 89
Adult physical fitness program.
Funds, disposition, 71 § 71E
Use of gymnasiums, 71 § 71B
Adverse or pecuniary interest, charter schools,
board of trustees, disclosures, 71 § 89
Advisory boards, committees and councils.
High schools, student advisory committees,
71 § 38M
School building advisory board, school build-
ing assistance program, 70B § 3A
Age, attendance in other than city or town of
residence, discrimination, 76 § 12B
Alcoholic beverages.
Instruction as to effects, 71 § 1
Suspension of students, possession or use on
school property, 71 § 37H
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SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DIS IRK I S
—Cont'd
Amendment, information submitted to receive
state funds, 70 § 4
American history and civics. 71 § 2
American Sign Language, courses of study. 71
§ 2B
Amounts, local appropriation. 70 § 6
Annuities, officers and employees, 71 § 37B
Apparatus, purchase-. 71 § 48
Appeal and review,
Expulsion, 71 §§ 37Hk, 37H
Principal, assistant, department head, dis-
missal. 71 § 41
Student handbook, annual review, 71 § 37H
Appearance and dress of students. 71 § 83
Applications, charter schools, establishment, 71
§ 89
Apportionment,
< osts. excess and deficiency funds, use, 71
§ 16Bk
Regional school districts, post
Appropriations. 71 § 34
Contracts for materials, supplies and equip-
ment, 71 § 49A
(iifts or grants, expenditures, 71 § 37A
Minimum local appropriation, 70 § 6
Regional school districts, restraining illegal
appropriations, 40 § 53
School building assistance program, 70B
§ 3C
State school aid determination. 70 § 6 et
seq.
Support of schools, 71 § 34
Arbitration and award,
Performance standards, teachers, 71 § 38
Principals, assistants, department heads, dis-
missal, 71 § 41
Arithmetic, instruction and training, 71 § 1
Art and artists, awards, school purpose expen-
ditures. 71 § 47
Assaults.
Expulsion. 71 § 37H
Physical restraint of students, rules and reg-
ulations. 71 § 37G
Assessments,
See, also,
Examinations and examiners, generally,
post
Tests and testing, generally, post
Excess and deficiency funds, use. 71 § 16B5i
Assistant superintendents. Superintendents,
post
Asthma inhalers, possession, 71 § 54B
Athletic fields, food concessions, 71 § 71
Athletics,
Attendance in other than city or town of
residence, discrimination, 76 § 12B
Coaches, contracts to employ. 71 §§ 47A,
59B
Exercises.
Certificate of physician, 71 § 3
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
Food concessions, 71 § 71
Organizations, supervision and control. 71
§ 47
Team, appropriation for transportation, 71
§ 47
Attendance,
Certificate, absence, infection or exposure to
dangerous disease. 71 § 55
Charter schools. 71 § 89
Choice, outside district. 76 § 12B
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Attendance—Cont'd
Contagious and infectious disease, infected
with or exposed to, 71 § 55
Individual education plan team meeting, 76
§ 12B
Nonresident students, 76 § 12B
Outside district, 76 § 12B
Parental access, student information, 71
§ 34H
Racial imbalance, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Cities or towns other than residence, 76
§ 12B
Regional school districts, post
Religious discrimination, attendance in town
other than residence, 76 § 12B
Reports, students outside district, 76 § 12B
School choice transportation reimbursement
program, 76 § 12B
School choice tuition trust fund, deposits, 76
§ 12B
Smart growth, school funds, reimbursement,
40S § 1 et seq.
Student exchange, 76 § 12B
Town other than residence, 76 § 12B
Tuition, attendance other than town of resi-
dence, 76 § 12B
Attorneys, 71 § 37F
Collective bargaining, 71 § 37E
Expulsion, hearings, 71 §§ 37H!4, 37H
Legal counsel for collective bargaining, 71
§ 37E
Regional school districts, power to engage,
71 § 16
Suspension, hearings, 71 § 37Hfe
Attorneys fees, underperforming schools, dis-
tricts, appropriations, use, 70 § 8
Audiovisual materials, purchases, 30B § 7
Audits and auditors,
Information submitted to receive state
funds, 70 § 4
Regional school districts, post
Authorities, school building authority, 70B
§ 1A
Bands, appropriation for transportation, 71
§ 47
Bible, reading, 71 § 31
Bids and bidding,
Regional school districts, post
Solid waste, sealed competitive proposals,
30B§ 6
Uniform procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Bill of rights, required subjects, 71 § 2
Bill or notice for tax to show school tax rate, 60
§ 3A
Blind Persons, generally, this index
Board of trustees, charter schools, 71 § 89
Boards and commissions, instructional materi-
als trust fund board, 71 § 20A
Bonds,
Power to issue, 71 § 16
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1 et seq.
Refunding,
Issuance, 44 § 21A
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 2 IB
School building assistance program, post
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Books. School Textbooks, generally, this index
Braille,
Courses of study, post
Teacher certification, visually impaired stu-
dents, 71 § 38G
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Breast cancer, detection and prevention, in-
struction and training, 71 § 1
Budget. School Funds, generally, this index
Buildings. School Buildings and Grounds,
generally, this index
Bullying, generally, this index
Bureaus, public relations, 71 § 38K
Buses. School Buses, generally, this index
Business administrators,
Compensation and salaries, 71 § 41
Contracts of employment, 71 § 41
Leaves of absence, 71 § 41A
Business demonstration projects. 71 § 37K
Bylaws, charter schools, 71 § 89
Calisthenics, 71 § 3
Cancer, breast and uterine cancer, detection
and prevention, instruction and training,
71 § 1
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation, instruction and
training. 71 § 1
Central office administrators, immediate fami-
ly, employment, 71 § 67
Certificates and certification,
Absence, infection or exposure to dangerous
disease, 71 § 55
Attending out of town high school, 71 § 6
Information submitted to receive state
funds, 70 § 4
Officers and employees, 71 § 38G
Payment of bonds, by regional districts, ina-
bility or likely inability to make, 44
§ 19A
Regional school districts, post
School committee, attending out of town
high school, 71 § 6
Transportation,
Allowance. 71 § 7B
Reimbursement, 71 § 7A
Certificates of indebtedness, school building
assistance program, 70B § 11 et seq.
Charitable foundations, gifts or grants for edu-
cational purposes, 71 § 37A
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Bullying, generally, this index
Collaborative educational programs, 40 § 4E
Definitions, 71 § 89
Bullying, 71 § 370
Discrimination, 71 § 89
Federal aid, medical assistance, 44 § 72
Medical assistance, federal aid, 44 § 72
Procurement, collective purchasing, 7 § 22A
School Officers and Employees, this index
Special education, reimbursement, 71B § 5A
Transportation funding, 71 § 89
Cheerleaders, appropriation for transportation,
71 § 47
Chemicals, eye protective devices, 71 § 55C
Child care centers and services, transportation,
reimbursement, 71 §§ 7A, 16C
Children of employed parents. Extended
school services, post
Choice, attendance outside district, 76 § 12B
Civil rights, other students, violating, 71 § 37H
Closing schools, 71 § 73
Coaches, appropriation for employment. 71
§ 47
Codes of discipline, 71 § 37H
Collaborative Educational Programs, generally,
this index
Collective bargaining agreements, legal coun-
sel, employment, 71 § 37E
Collective purchasing, charter schools, 7 § 22A
1-112
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Colleges and Universities, generally, this index
Commencement of classes, meditation or pray-
er period, 71 § 1A
Commercial paper, school building assistance
program, 70B § 11 et seq.
Committees. School Committees, generally,
this index
Community school program funds, disposition,
71 §§ 71C, 71E
Compensation and salaries,
Bus drivers, contracts, 71 § 7A
Committees, 71 § 52
Nurses, determination, 71 § 53A
Physicians, determination, 71 § 53A
Principals, 71 § 59B
Reduction, 71 § 43
Regional school districts, post
Computers, software, purchases, 30B § 7
Concessions, food concession, athletic field, 71
§ 71
Conduct,
Codes of discipline, 71 § 37H
Disciplinary proceedings, 71 § 37H
Rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Students or teachers, rules and regulations,
publication, 71 § 37H
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
Constitution of United States, instruction and
training, 71 § 1
Construction. Regional school districts, post
Contagious and infectious diseases,
Infected with or exposed to, 71 § 55
Instruction and training, exemption, conflict
with religious beliefs, 71 § 1
Notice,
Board of health, 71 § 55A
Parent, 71 § 56
Signs of infection, 71 § 55A
Continuation schools,
Attendance, 71 § 22
Town of residence, 71 § 25
Child Labor, this index
Employed minors, attendance required, 71
§§ 21, 22
Temporary unemployment, 71 § 25
Equipment, reimbursement expenses by
state, 71 § 24
Established educational agencies, use, 71
§ 23
Establishment, 71 § 21
Expenditures, reimbursement, 71 § 24
Forfeiture, town refusing or neglecting to
appropriate money for, 71 § 26
Instruction in regular schools as equivalent,
71 § 22
Length of school year, 71 § 21
Organization expenses, reimbursement by
state, 71 § 24
Part of public school system, 71 § 23
Penalty for failure to establish and maintain,
71 § 26
Quarters, approval by department of edu-
cation, 71 § 23
Recovering expenses, 71 § 24
Temporary unemployed minor, attendance
at town of residence, 71 § 25
Continuing education, funds, disposition, 71
§ 71E
Continuous twelve month basis of operation,
71 § 1
Contracts,
Admission of nonresidents, 71 § 6A
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Contracts—Cont'd
Athletic coaches, 71 § 47A
Certificates, form, 30B § 10
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Collective purchasing, 7 § 22A
Committees, admission of nonresidents, 71
§ 6A
Competitive sealed bidding procedures, 30B
§ 5
Equipment and material, 71 § 49A
Gas and electricity, 30B § 7
Magnet school educational programs, 71
§ 37J
Performance standards, teachers, collective
bargaining, 71 § 38
Photography services, 30B § 1
Principals, employment, 71 § 41
Quantity increases, supplies or services, 30B
§ 13
Regional school districts, post
Services, 71 § 49A
Charter schools, collective purchasing, 7
§ 22A
Supplies, 71 § 49A
Tax assessor training programs, 58 § 3
Time, 30B § 12
Following appropriations, 71 § 49A
Uniform procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Contracts of twenty five thousand dollars or
more, sole source purchases, 30B § 7
Copies, rules and regulations. 71 § 37H
Corporal punishment, inflicting upon pupils, 71
§ 37G
Corporations, gifts or grants for educational
purposes, 71 § 37A
Costs.
Busing, racial imbalance, 71 § 37D
Public transportation of pupils, 71 § 7B
Smart growth, reimbursement, 40S § 1 et
seq.
Counseling and counselors, weapons reports,
71 § 37L
Courses of study, 71 §§ 1, 18
American Sign Language. 71 § 2B
Braille, teacher certification, 71 § 38G
Bullying, 71 § 370
Business demonstration projects. 71 § 37K
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Continuous twelve month basis. 71 § 1
Domestic violence, prevention, 71 § 1
English language and grammar, generally,
post
Enumeration, 71 § 1
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Exemptions, sex education, 71 § 32A
Global education, 71 § 1
International studies, 71 § 1
Junior college level, 71 § 75
Physical Education, generally, this index
Purchases, 30B § 7
Required courses. 71 §§ 1, 2
Safe and happy relationships, 71 § 1
School year, 71 § 1
Sex education, parental notice. 71 § 32A
Sex offenses, prevention, 71 § 1
Student overnight travel, 71 § 37N
Tax assessor training programs. 58 § 3
United States flag, 71 § 2
Violence prevention. 71 § 1
Crimes and offenses,
Bullying, generally, this index
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Crimes and offenses—Cont'd
Reports, transferring students, record, 71
§ 37L
Suspension, expulsion of students, 71 § 3711
Criminal offender record information system,
Access, 71 § 38R
Taxicabs, transportation, 71 § 38R
Culinary arts programs,
Regional districts, 71 § 17A
Revolving funds, 74 § 14B
Curriculum accommodation plan, 71 § 38Q'/i
Recommendations, 71 § 59C
Custody, parental access, student information,
71 § 34H
Cystic fibrosis, enzyme supplements, possess-
ing, administering, 71 § 54B
Deaf and mute persons, American Sign Lan-
guage, courses of study, 71 § 2B
Debating awards, school purpose expenditures,
71 § 47
Debt limit, extended school services, anticipa-
tion of federal funds, 71 § 26D
Declaration of Independence, instruction, 71
§ 2
Defective sight or hearing, examining children
for, 71 § 57
Deficiency funds, use, 71 § 16Bfe
Definitions.
Bullying, 71 § 370
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Department heads,
Attorneys, dismissal, representation, 71 § 41
Dismissal, demotion. 71 §§ 41, 42
Notice, dismissal, 71 § 41
Professional teacher status. 71 § 41
Deputy superintendent, residence require-
ments, 71 § 38
Detentions, student information, parental ac-
cess, 71 § 34H
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Diabetes, glucose monitoring tests, insulin de-
livery systems, possession, 71 § 54B
Directors,
Certification, 71 § 38G
Leave of absence, study or research, 71
§ 41A
Occupational guidance and placement di-
rectors, generally, post
Public relations bureau, 71 § 38K
Residence requirements. 71 § 38
Serving in elected public office, leave of
absence, 71 § 41A
Discipline.
Bullying, 71 § 370
Expulsion of students, generally, post
Marriage, pregnancy or other nonschool re-
lated matters. 71 § 84
Rules and regulations. 71 § 37H
Teen dating violence, 71 § 2C
Discrimination,
Age, attendance in other than city or town
of residence, 76 § 12B
Application of law, bullying, 71 § 370
Athletic performance, attendance in cities or
towns other than residence, 76 § 12B
Attendance in cities or towns other than
residence, 76 § 12B
Bullying, generally, this index
Charter schools, 71 § 89
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1 (iscrimination—Cont'd
English language, attendance in cities or
towns other than residence, 76 § 12B
Handicapped persons, attendance in other
than city or town of residence, 76 § 12B
Magnet school program, 71 §§ 371, 37.1
Racial imbalance. 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Attendance in cities and towns other than
residence, 76 § 12B
Regional school districts, post
Religious affiliation, attendance in town oth-
er than residence, 76 § 12B
Sex, attendance in town other than resi-
dence, 76 § 12B
Diseases. Contagious and infectious diseases,
generally, ante
Distributive education awards, school purpose
expenditure, 71 § 47
Diverse learning styles students, curriculum ac-
commodation plan. 71 § 38Q'A
Dog fund, expenditures of refunds, 140 § 172
Domestic aits tools, materials, purchase. 71
§ 48
Domicile and residence,
Nonresidents, generally, post
Professional employees, requirements, 71
§ 38
Double sessions, 71 § 1
Drawing, instruction and training, 71 § 1
Dress and appearance of students, 71 § 83
Drivers Schools, generally, this index
Drugs and medicine,
Administration, rules and regulations, 71
§ 54B
Controlled substances,
Expulsion, students, 71 § 37H
Suspension of students, possession or use
on school property. 71 § 37H
Due process, disciplinary proceedings, rules
and regulations. 71 § 37H
Educational collaborates, compensation, 71
§ 40
Educational programs, courses, purchases. 30B
§ 7
Educational television, program fund, 71
§ 13H
Elections,
Acceptance of regional school district agree-
ment, 71 § 15
Regional school districts, post
School councils, 71 § 59C
Elementary and Secondary Education Depart-
ment, generally, this index
Employees. School Officers and Employees,
generally, this index
English language and grammar.
Discrimination, attendance in cities or towns
other than residence, 76 8 12B
Evening schools. 71 § 18
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
Notice, English language learners program,
enrollment, 71 § 34H
English language learners program.
See, also, English language and grammar,
generally, ante
Notice, enrollment. 71 § 34H
Enrollment, charter schools, 71 § 89
Enzyme supplements, cystic fibrosis, possessing.
administering. 71 § 54B
Equipment,
Contracts. 71 § 49A
SCHOOLS
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Equipment—Cont'd
Contracts—Cont'd
Charter schools, collective purchasing, 7
§ 22A
Physical training and athletics, expenditures,
71 § 47
Estate or funds, management, 71 § 74
Evaluation, administrators, teachers, 71 § 38
Evening Schools, generally, this index
Examinations and examiners,
See, also, Tests and testing, generally,
post
Defective sight, hearing or feet, 71 § 57
Physicians and surgeons, post
Excess funds, use, 71 § 16B14
Excessive force, suspension of students, use on
school property, 71 § 37H
Excuses, athletic exercise or military drill, 71
§ 3
Executive committee for educational television,
71 § 13F et seq.
Executive directors, school building authority,
70B § 3
Exemptions,
Certified personnel, employment, 71 § 38G
Sex education, 71 § 32A
Exhibitions, expositions, 71 § 51
Expenses and expenditures,
Athletic programs, 71 § 47
Community school program funds, 71 § 71C
Physical training and athletic sports and
games, 71 § 47
Regional school districts, post
School uniforms, 71 § 47
Student activity accounts, 71 § 47
Traffic belts, school safety patrol, 71 § 48A
Transportation, 71 § 14B
Uniforms,
Maintenance men, 71 § 48B
School lunches, handlers of food, 71
§ 48B
Expulsion of students,
Admission to other school, 71 § 37H
Appeal and review, 71 §§ 37H54, 37H
Assaults, 71 § 37H
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Controlled substances, 71 § 37H
Crimes and offenses, 71 § 37Hfe
Felony convictions, 71 § 37H!4
Marriage, pregnancy or other nonschool re-
lated matters, 71 § 84
Rules and regulations, 71 §§ 37Hfe, 37H
Student information, parental access, 71
§ 34H
Weapons, 71 § 37H
Extended programming, expenses, reports, 70
§ 9
Extended school services, children of employed
parents, 71 § 26A et seq.
Debt limit of towns, anticipation of federal
funds, 71 § 26D
Establishment, 71 § 26A
Federal funds, 71 §§ 26B, 26D
Payment by parents, 71 § 26B
Plan, submission, 71 § 26B
Eyes and eyesight,
Industrial art. vocational shop or laboratory
classes, protective devices, 71 § 55C
Vision screening, 71 § 57
Federal aid. School Funds, this index
Fees,
Charter schools, admission, 71 § 89
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—Cont'd
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Transcripts, 71 § 34A
Transportation, 71 § 68
Tuition, generally, post
Felony convictions, expulsion of students, 71
§ 37Hfe
Financial statements and reports, charter
schools, board of trustees, disclosures, 71
§ 89
Fines and penalties,
Aid deductions, schools not kept open for
required period, 71 § 4A
Employees or teachers, inquiry into religious
beliefs, 71 § 39
Failure to equip schools, 71 § 69
Flag, failure to display, 71 § 69
Less than prevailing wage for bus drivers, 71
§ 7A
Occupation of guidance and placement di-
rector, fee for obtaining position, 71
§ 38F
Pledge of allegiance, failure to recite, 71
§ 69
Superintendent obtaining teachers position,
71 § 67
Teachers, excess fees for procuring position,
71 § 45
Transportation contracts, rates of wages, 71
§ 7A
Transportation of pupils, failure to pay
scheduled rates, 71 § 7A
Fires and fire protection, reports, 71 § 37L
First aid,
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
Liability of teachers or employees rendering
emergency first aid or transportation to
injured students, 71 § 55A
Flags, 71 § 69
Food,
Athletic fields, concession, 71 § 71
Business demonstration projects, 71 § 37K
Culinary arts programs, regional districts, 71
§ 17A
Handler, uniforms, 71 § 48B
School Lunches, generally, this index
Force and violence,
Rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Teen dating violence, public policy, disci-
pline, 71 § 2C
Foreign exposition, exhibition of school work,
71 § 51
Foster care students,
Nonresidents, tuition, 71 § 71F
State reimbursements, 71 § 71F
Foundation budgets, 70 § 3
Review commission, state aid, 70 § 4
Foundation enrollment, regional school dis-
tricts, bonus aid, 71 § 16D
Fraud, bullying, reports, 71 § 370
Fundraising, student overnight travel, 71 § 37N
Funds. School Funds, generally, this index
Games, instruction and training, 71 § 1
General fund. State Treasury, this index
Geography, instruction and training. 71 § 1
Gifts,
Bus contracts, penalties, 71 § 7A
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Educational purposes, authority to accept,
71 § 37A
Instructional materials trust fund. 71 § 20A
Leaves of absence, compensation payments,
71 § 4A
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Gifts—Cont'd
Magnet school facilities, 71 § 371
School bus contracts, penalties, 71 § 7A
Global education, instruction and training, 71
§ 1
Glucose monitoring tests, possession, 71 § 54B
Good behavior, instruction and training, 71 § 1
Grammar. English language and grammar,
generally, ante
Grants,
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Educational purposes, authority to accept,
71 § 37A
Magnet school facilities, 71 § 371
School community partnerships, 71 § 59D
Grounds. School Buildings and Grounds, gen-
erally, this index
Group insurance. Regional school districts,
post
Group intelligence tests, scores, removal from
student records, 71 § 87
Guardian and ward,
Sex education, notice, 71 § 32A
Special education, rights workshops, 71 § 1C
Guidance counselors. School Officers and
Employees, this index
Gymnasiums, use for adult physical fitness pro-
grams, 71 § 71B
Gymnastics, 71 § 3
Handicapped persons, attendance in other than
city or town of residence, discrimination,
76 § 12B
Harassment. Bullying, generally, this index
Hearing Impaired Persons, this index
Hearings,
Proposed annual budget, public hearing, 71
§ 38N
Racial imbalance, 71 § 37D
High Schools or Secondary Schools, generally,
this index
History lectures, 71 § 27
History of United States, instruction and train-
ing, 71 § 1
Holidays, celebration guidelines, 71 § 31A
Horace Mann charter schools, 71 § 89
Procurement, collective purchasing, 7 § 22A
Horace Mann teachers, designation, 71 § 38
Houses. School Buildings and Grounds, gen-
erally, this index
Hygiene, instruction and training, 71 § 1
Hypodermic syringes, needles and instruments,
insulin delivery systems, possession, 71
§ 54B
111 health, child showing signs, 71 § 55A
Illnesses, parental access, student information,
71 § 34H
Incident reports, transferring students. 71
§ 37L
Independent agricultural and technical schools.
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this
index
Individual education plan team meeting, 76
§ 12B
Indoor games, instruction and training, 71 § 1
Industrial art classes, eye protective devices, 71
§ 55C
Inspections and inspectors.
Sex education, program instruction materi-
als, 71 § 32A
Student records, persons authorized. 71
§ 34E
Instruction. Courses of study, generally, ante
SCHOOLS
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—Cont'd
Instructional equipment, reports, expenditures.
70 § 9
Insulin, delivery systems, possession, 71 § 54B
Intelligence tests, group tests, scores, removal
from student records, 71 § 87
International study, instruction and training, 71
§ 1
Investments, tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Janitors. School Officers and Employees, this
index
Joint operation, supplementary education cen-
ters and innovative educational programs,
40 § 4A
Joint superintendents, 71 § 37
Kindergarten,
Racial imbalance, correcting, 71 §§ 37C,
371)
Vision screening, 71 § 57
Laboratories, eye protective devices, 71 § 55C
Language,
Awards, school purpose expenditures, 71
§ 47
English language and grammar, generally,
ante
Lawsuits. Actions and proceedings, generally,
ante
Leases, charter schools, 71 § 89
Leave of absence, 71 §§ 41A, 41B
Lectures, natural sciences, history, 71 § 27
Libraries, this index
Lunches. School Lunches, generally, this index
Machinery and equipment. Equipment, gener-
ally, ante
Magazines, purchases, 30B § 7
Magnet school educational programs, racial im-
balance, 71 §§ 371, 37J
Manual training, tools and materials, 71 § 48
Marriage, discipline of students, 71 § 84
Materials, contracts, 71 § 49A
Collective purchasing, charter schools, 7
§ 22A
Medicine. Drugs and medicine, generally,
ante
Memorial Day observance, 71 § 32
Military drill, 71 § 3
Military forces, recruiters, access, 71 § 88
Motor vehicle drivers schools. Drivers
Schools, generally, this index
Motor vehicles.
See, also, Drivers Schools, generally, this
index
Domicile and residence, 90 § 3l6
Idling, 71 § 37H
Music and musicians,
Awards, school purpose expenditure. 71
§ 47
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
Names, charter schools, 71 § 89
Narcotics, instruction as to effects, 71 § 1
National exposition, exhibition of school work,
71 § 51
Natural science lectures, 71 § 27
Neglect of children, reports, 71 § 37L
Negotiable instruments,
Payments, inability or likely inability to pay,
44 § 19A
Regional school districts, inability or likely
inability to pay, 44 § 19A
School building assistance program, 70B
§ 11 et seq.
Newspapers, purchases. 30B § 7
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRK I S
—Cont'd
Night schools. Evening Schools, generally, this
index
Noncustodi.il parents, student information, ac-
cess, 71 § 34H
Nonresident students, attendance, 76 § 12B
Nonresidents, 71 §§ 6A, 38
Foster care children, tuition payments. 71
§ 71F
Individual education plan team meeting, 76
§ 12B
Tuition.
Foster care students, deposits, 71 § 71F
Payments. 71 § 71F
Notice,
Bullying, 71 § 370
Charter schools, attendance. 71 § 89
Conduct violations, hearings, 71 § 37H
English language learners program, enroll-
ment, 71 § 34H
Expulsions, appeals, 71 § 37Hfe
Immediate family members, superintendents.
principals, employment, assignment. 71
§ 67
Parental access, student information, 71
§ 34H
Principals, post
Pupil suffering with disease. 71 § 56
Regional school districts, post
School building assistance program, bonds,
interest, 70B § 19
Sex education, parents, guardians, 71 § 32A
Student information, parental access, 71
§ 34H
Superintendents, post
Nurses and nursing.
Appointment and assignment of duties. 71
§ 53
Association dues, payroll deductions, 180
§ 17E
Certification, 71 § 38G
Employment and removal, 71 § 53A
Leaves of absence for study or research, 71
§ 41A
Liability for rendering emergency first aid or
transportation to injured students. 71
§ 55A
Professional teacher status, 71 § 41
Superintendency district or union, 71
§§ 53A, 53B
Jesting sight and hearing of pupils. 71 § 57
Oaths and affirmations, committees, 41 § 107
Occupational guidance and placement di-
rectors,
Appointment, 71 §§ 38A, 38D
Commission or fee, penalty, 71 § 38F
Compensation, 71 § 38D
District, forming to employ. 71 § 38D
Duties, 71 § 38A
Provisions relating to teachers, subject to, 71
§ 38C
Officers. School Officers and Employees, gen-
erally, this index
Opening of classes, meditation or prayer peri-
od, 71 § 1A
Orders, recording, 71 § 36
Organizations, supervision and control, 71 § 47
( )rthography, instruction and training in. 71
§ 1
Outdoor games, instruction and training, 71
§ 1
Overnight travel, students, 71 § 37N
1-115
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Parent teacher conferences, student informa-
tion, access, 71 § 34H
Parents,
Information system, school choice, 76 § 12B
Records, inspection, 71 § 34D
School councils, members, 71 S 59C
Sex education, notice. 71 § 32A
Special education, rights workshops, 71 § 1C
Patrols, safety patrols, organization by commit-
tees, 71 § 48A
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Period of silence, 71 § 1A
Periodicals, purchases, 30B § 7
Permanent record book, 71 § 36
Personal injuries, liability of teachers or em-
ployees rendering first aid or transporta-
tion, 71 § 55A
Pesticides,
Applications regulations, application of law,
71 § 68
Regulation of applications, application of
law, 71 § 68
Photography services, contracts, 30B § 1
Physical defects, examining for, 71 § 57
Physical I ducation, generally, this index
Physical examination, 71 §§ 54, 57
Physical training coaches, appropriation for
employment. 71 § 47
Physicians and surgeons.
Appointment,
Assignment of duties, 71 § 53
Town physician, 41 § 106A
Athletic exercises injurious to pupil, certifi-
cate, 71 § 3
Child showing signs of ill health, 71 § 55A
Compensation and removal. 71 § 53A
Examinations and examiners, 71 § 54
Absent from school, 71 § 55
Children seeking employment permit, 71
§ 54
Defects in sight or hearing, 71 § 57
Employment permit, 71 § 54
Returning student, absence due to infec-
tion or exposure. 71 § 55
Feet of pupils, examination for defects, 71
§ 57
Free residence, 40 § 13B
Health inspector, 41 § 102
A
Superintendencv district or union. 71
§§ 53A, 53B
Testing sight and hearing of pupils, 71 § 57
Physiology and hygiene, instruction and train-
ing, 71 § 1
Plans and specifications,
Bullying, prevention, intervention, 71 § 370
Charter schools, recruitment, retention, 71
§ 89
Professional development plans, officers and
employees, 71 § 38Q
Provisional educator program plan, 71
§ 38G
Provisional teachers, hiring, 71 § 38G
Student performance improvement plans, 71
§ S9C
Pledge of allegiance, 71 § 69
Podiatrists, examination, childrens feet. 71 § 57
Posture defects, examining student for, 71 § 57
Powers and duties, charter schools. 71 § 89
Prayer,
Period of silence, 71 § 1A
Voluntary prayer. 71 § IB
Pregnancy, discipline of students, 71 § 84
SCHOOLS
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Principals, 71 § 59B
Appointment, 71 § 59B
Assaults, expulsion, 71 § 37H
Assistants, leaves of absence, 71 § 41A
Attorneys, representation, 71 § 41
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), student ac-
tivity accounts, 71 § 47
Bullying, powers and duties, 71 § 370
Certification, 71 § 38G
Collective bargaining, 71 § 41
Demotion, 71 §§ 41, 42
Dismissal, 71 §§ 41, 42
Employment contracts, 71 § 41
Evaluation, 71 § 38
Immediate family members, assignment as
employees, 71 § 67
Leave of absence,
Service with professional educational or-
ganization, 71 § 41A
Study or research, 71 § 41A
Liability for rendering emergency first aid or
transportation to injured students, 71
§ 55A
Notice,
Dismissal, 71 § 41
Immediate family members, assignment as
employees, 71 § 67
Nonrenewal, contracts, 71 § 41
Terms of employment, meeting and dis-
cussing, 71 § 41
Powers and duties, 71 § 59B
Suspension, officers and employees,
teachers, 71 § 42D
Teacher dismissal, demotion, 71 § 42
Professional development plan, 71 § 38Q
Professional teacher status, 71 § 41
Research, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
Residence requirements, 71 § 38
School councils, members, 71 § 59C
Secretaries, liability for rendering emergency
first aid or transportation to injured
students, 71 § S5A
Serving in elected public office, leave of
absence, 71 § 41A
Student activity accounts, 71 § 47
Study, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
Terms, contracts, 71 § 41
Two or more schools, 71 § 59B
Written contracts, 71 § 41
Priorities and preferences, school building as-
sistance program, 70B § 5
Private corporations, gifts or grants, education-
al purposes, 71 § 37A
Private Schools, generally, this index
Proceedings. Actions and proceedings, gener-
ally, ante
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Charter schools, collective purchasing, 7
§ 22A
Regional school districts, post
Professional development.
Expenditures, reports, 70 § 9
Plans, officers and employees, 71 § 38Q
Progress reports, student information, parental
access, 71 § 34H
Protection orders, student information, paren-
tal access, 71 § 34H
Psychologists.
Certification, 71 § 38G
Certified school psychologists, 71 § 38G
Professional teacher status, 71 § 41
Tenure, 71 § 38P
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Psychotropic drugs, administration, 71 § 54B
Public hearings, proposed annual budgets, 71
§ 38N
Public policy,
Student overnight travel, 71 § 37N
Teen dating violence, discipline, 71 § 2C
Public relations bureau, 71 § 38K
Public school, towns, 71 § 1
Publication, rules of conduct for students and
teachers, 71 § 37H
Punishment of pupils, corporal punishment, 71
§ 37G
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1 et seq.
Racial imbalance, 71 § 37C et seq.
Attendance in cities or towns other than
residence, 76 § 12B
Magnet school educational programs, 71
§§ 371, 37J
Plans to eliminate, 71 § 37D
Regional school districts, post
Reading, instruction and training, 71 § 1
Recommendations, curriculum accommodation
plan, 71 § 59C
Records and recordation, 71 § 36
Committees, permanent record book, 71
§ 36
Criminal acts, transferring students, 71
§ 37L
Group intelligence test scores, removal from
student record, 71 § 87
Inspection,
Parents, guardians, 71 § 34D
Persons authorized, 71 § 34E
Private schools ceasing operations, records
transfers, 71 § 34G
Refusal or neglect, 71 § 34B
School committees, 71 § 36
Student information, parental access, 71
§ 34H
Teacher, inspection and copying by teacher,
71 § 42C
Transcript furnished to student, 71 § 34A
Transferring students, criminal acts, incident
reports, 71 § 37L
Votes, orders, 71 § 36
Recruitment, charter schools, plans and specifi-
cations, 71 § 89
Reference books, purchase, 71 § 48
Refunds, school bus contracts, penalties, 71
§ 7A
Regional school districts, 71 § 14 et seq.
Absence of secretary, appointment of tem-
porary secretary, 71 § 16A
Abuse of children, reports, 71 § 37L
Accounts,
Audit, 71 § 16E
Foster care children and reimbursements
proceeds, 71 § 16Dk
Nonresident students tuition payments
proceeds, 71 § 16D!4
Separate accounts, gifts or grants for edu-
cational purposes, 71 § 37A
Acquiring land, debt for purpose, 71 § 16
Actions, power to sue and be sued, 71 § 16
Admission of nonresident students, con-
tracts, 71 § 6A
Admission or separation of town, 71 § 14B
Advisability of establishing, planning board
to study, 71 § 14A
Agreement, 71 § 14B
Collaborative educational programs. 40
§ 4E
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Regional school districts—Cont'd
Agreement—Cont'd
Indebtedness, approval by voters, 71
§ 14D
Joint performance of public activities, 40
§ 4A
Sale or lease of school building, 71 § 14C
Submitted by planning board, 71 § 14B
Agricultural products, procurement, priori-
ties and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
Ambulance services, joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Amendment of agreement, 71 § 14B
Amounts to maintain and operate schools,
71 § 16B
Annual audits, 44 § 40
Annual operating and maintenance budget,
71 § 16
Apportionment,
Amounts necessary for expenses, 71
§ 16B
Budget, certification, 71 § 16B
Certification, budget apportionment, 71
§ 16B
Costs, audit of accounts, 71 § 16E
Appropriations, restraining illegal appropria-
tions, 40 § 53
Assessment of member towns, 71 § 16
Assistant treasurer, committee, appointment,
powers and duties, 71 § 16A
Athletic, team, appropriation for transporta-
tion, 71 § 47
Attendance,
Cities and towns other than residence, 76
§ 12B
Outside district. 76 § 12B
Racial imbalance, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Attorneys, power to engage, 71 § 16
Audits and auditors, 44 § 40; 71 § 16E
Contracts, 71 § 16A
Suspected irregularities, illegal acts, 44
§ 42A
Ballots, elections for approving indebted-
ness, 71 § 16
Bands, appropriation for transportation, 71
§ 47
Banking services, contracts, 44 § 53F
Biannual audits, 44 § 40
Bids and bidding, 30B § 4 et seq.
Cancellation, invitation for bids, 30B § 9
Certification, form, 30B § 10
Competitive sealed proposals, contracts of
ten thousand dollars or more, 30B
§ 6
Contracts for purchases, 30B § 1 et seq.
Form, 30B§ 10
Invitation, 30B § 5
Rejection, 30B § 9
Bonds, 44 § 28A; 71 § 16
Income tax—federal, exclusion, rebate, 44
§ 53H
Payment, inability or likely inability to
make, 44 § 19A
Power to issue, 71 § 16
Refunding, 44 § 21A
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21
B
Bonus aid, 71 § 16D
Budget. School Funds, this index
Buses. School Buses, this index
Certificates and certification,
Budget apportionment, 71 § 16B
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Regional school districts—Cont'd
Certificates and certification—Cont'd
Budget apportionment—Cont'd
Payment of bonds, inability or likely
inability to make, 44 § 19A
Officers and employees, 71 § 42B
Chairman, committees, 71 § 16A
Cheerleaders, appropriation for transporta-
tion, 71 § 47
Children and minors, abuse or neglect, re-
ports. 71 § 37L
Club meeting members, 71 § 14B
Coaches, appropriation for emplovment. 71
§ 47
Collaborative educational programs, 40 § 4E
Collective bargaining, 180 § 17G
Committees,
Acceptance and distributions of grants or
gifts, 71 § 37A
Audits and auditors, 71 § 16E
Contracts, 71 § 16A
Building committees, 71 § 16A
Chairman, signing bonds and notes, 71
§ 16
Criminal offender record information sys-
tem, access, 71 § 38R
Elections, options, 71 § 14E
Exercise of powers, duties and liabilities,
71 § 16A
Gifts or grants for educational purposes,
authority to accept, 71 § 37A
Indemnification, claims for damages, 71
§ 16
Powers and duties, 71 § 37
Racial imbalance, correcting, 71 §§ 37C,
37D
Subcommittees, warrants, signing, 71
§ 16A
Vice chairman, 71 § 16A
Compensation and salaries, 71 § 42B
Federal grants, 44 § 53A
Superintendents, 71 § 64
Construction,
Debt. 71 § 16
Planning board to study, 71 § 14A
State aid, 71 § 16D
Contracts.
Admission of nonresident students, 71
§ 6A
Audits and auditors, 71 § 16A
Banking services, 44 § 53F
Chief procurement officer, powers, dele-
gation, 30B § 19
Emergency procurement, 30B § 8
Equipment and materials, 71 § 49A
Forfeitures, violations, 30B § 17
Increasing quantity, supplies, services, 30B
§ 13
Joint performance of public activities, 40
§ 4A
Minority businesses, sheltered market
program, 30B § 18
Payment, 30B § 17
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Purchases, 30B § 1 et seq.
Records and recordation, 30B §§ 3, 4
Services, 71 § 49A
Sheltered market program, disadvantaged
vendors, 30B § 18
Splitting, division of procurement, 30B
§ 11
Time, 30B § 12
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Regional school districts—Cont'd
Contracts—Cont'd
Water, gas, electricity. 30B (j 7
Women, sheltered market program. 30B
§ 18
Written, 30B § 17
Contributory retirement system, 71 § 16K
Corporate body, 71 § 16
Corporate seal, 71 § 16
Costs, apportionment, 71 § 14B
Crimes and offenses, audits and auditors,
suspected irregularities, 44 § 42A
Criminal offender record information sys-
tem, access, 71 § 38R
Culinary arts program, 71 § 49A
Debts,
Agreements, approval by voters, 71
§§ 14D, 16
Apportionment, 71 § 16B
Power to incur, 71 § 16
Deeds and conveyances, good faith purchas-
ers, binding effect. 40 § 3A
Departmental equipment, purchasing, 71
§ 16
Limitation, 44 § 55
Personal liability of depositing officer,
bankruptcy of financial institution. 44
§ 55A
Discrimination, racial imbalance, 71 §§ 37C,
371)
Magnet school educational program. 71
§§ 371, 37J
Disestablishment, employees, compensation,
leave time. 71 § 42B
Disposal,
Real property, 30B § 16
Surplus property, 30B § 15
Dual membership by towns, 71 § 14B
Duties of planning board, 71 § 14A
Education department, agreement submitted
to, 71 § 14B
Elections,
Acceptance of proposed agreement, 71
§ 15
Approval of indebtedness. 71 §§ 14D, 16
Formation, 71 § 15
Majority vote necessary, 71 § 15
Options, committees, 71 § 14E
Proposed agreement, form. 71 § 15
Reallocation, required local contributions,
71 § 16B
Engraved facsimile seal on bonds or notes,
71 § 16
Equipment, purchasing, 71 § 16
Contracts, 71 § 49A
Physical training and athletics, expendi-
tures. 71 § 47
Expenses and expenditures,
Certification, 71 § 16B
Physical training and athletic sports and
games, 71 § 47
Reimbursement for transportation. 71
§ 16C
Restraining illegal expenditures, 40 § 53
Town liability, 71 § 16G
Farmers Home Administration, incurring
debt financed by, 44 § 8
Federal grants.
Acceptance and expenditure, 44 § 53A
Compensation and salaries, 44 § 53A
Interest on grant, expenditure. 44 § 53A
Medical assistance, 44 § 72
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SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Regional school districts—Cont'd
Financial statement, report to member town.
71 § 16
Financing schools, planning board to investi-
gate methods. 71 § 14A
Fire services, joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Fiscal year, operating and maintenance bud-
get, 71 §§ 16B, 16
Food, culinary arts programs. 71 § 17A
Formation.
Recommendation of regional district
planning board, 71 § 14B
Voting, 71 § 15
Foster care children reimbursements, dispo-
sition. 71 § 16Dk
Foundation budgets, 70 § 3
Funds. School Funds, this index
Gas and electricity, contracts. 30B § 7
Gifts,
Acceptance and expenditure. 44 § 53A
Interest on gifts, expenditure, 44 § 53A
Power to receive, 71 § 16
Group insurance, 32B § 10
Additional contributions by governmental
unit, 32B§§ 7A, 9E
Elections. 32B § 19
Hearing, proposed annual budget, 71 § 38N
Injunctions, illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Instructional materials trust fund, 71 § 20A
Investments. 44 § 55B
Public funds on deposit, limitations, 44
§ 55
Janitors, veterans preference. 41 § 112
Joint performance of public activities, 40
§ 4A
Joint superintendents, 71 § 37
Leases,
Agreement, 71 § 14C
Powers and duties, 71 § 16
Procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Legal counsel, power to engage, 71 § 16
Liability, towns and districts. 71 § 16G
Loans, school buildings and grounds, 71
§ 16
Location of schools, 71 § 14B
Magnet school educational programs, racial
imbalance, 71 §§ 371, 37J
Maintaining schools, planning board to
study. 71 § 14A
Materials, contracts, 71 § 49A
Medical assistance, federal aid, 44 § 72
Meetings, student advisory committees, 71
§ 38M
Municipal Finance, this index
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Name, power to adopt, 71 § 16
Neglect of children, reports, 71 § 37L
Negotiable instruments, 44 § 28A
Payments, inability or likely inability to
make, 44 § 19A
Power to issue, 71 § 16
Nonresident students tuition payments, dis-
position, 71 § 16Dfe
Notes,
Facsimile seal, 71 § 16
Payments, inability or likely inability to
make, 44 § 19A
Power to issue, 71 § 16
Notice,
Bonds, inability or likelv inability to pav,
44 § 19A
Budget, failure to agree. 71 § 16B
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Regional school districts—Cont'd
Notice—Cont'd
Elections, approval of indebtedness, 71
§ 16
Reallocation, required local contributions,
71 § 16B
Obligations, liability of towns in district, 71
§ 16G
Officers and employees. School Officers
and Employees, this index
Operating and maintenance budget, power
to adopt, 71 § 16
Operation of schools, planning board to
study, 71 § 14A
Organization,
Operation and control, 71 § 14A
Supervision and control, 71 § 47
Partial invalidity of law, 71 § 161
Physical education, appropriation for em-
ployment of coaches, 71 § 47
Physical training coaches, appropriation for
employment, 71 § 47
Planning board,
Creation and organization, 71 § 14
Duties, 71 § 14A
Organization. 71 § 14
Recommendation to establish district, 71
§ 14B
Planning committee, 71 § 14
Polls and polling places, elections for ap-
proval of indebtedness, 71 § 16
Powers and duties, 71 § 16
Preparation, amounts necessary for ex-
penses, 71 § 16B
Procurement. 30B § 1 et seq.
Priorities and preferences, agricultural
products, 30B §§ 4, 20
Professional employees, demotions, 71
§ 42B
Property, power to acquire, 71 § 16
Proposed agreement, election to accept, 71
§ 15
Provisions, severability, 71 § 161
Public hearing, proposed annual budget, 71
§ 38N
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Pupils, admission of nonresidents, 71 § 6A
Purchases, procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Purchasing departmental equipment, 71
§ 16
Racial imbalance, 71 §§ 37C, 37D
Magnet school educational programs, 71
§§ 371, 37J
Raising money, restraining illegal actions, 40
§ 53
Real estate,
Acquisition, 30B § 16
Disposal, 30B § 16
Recordable instruments affecting interest,
binding effect, 40 § 3A
Reapportionment, amount necessary for ex-
penses, 71 § 16B
Recommendation to establish district, plan-
ning board, 71 § 14B
Recordable interest affecting interest in real
estate, binding effect, 40 § 3A
Reduction, amounts to maintain and operate
schools, 71 § 16B
Reimbursement, transportation expenses, 71
§ 16C
Reports,
Audit of committees accounts, 71 § 16E
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Regional school districts—Cont'd
Reports—Cont'd
Audits and auditors, suspected irregulari-
ties, 44 § 42A
Child abuse or neglect, 71 § 37L
Making to member town, 71 § 16
Planning board, 71 § 14A
Rescue services, joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Restraining illegal appropriations, 40 § 53
Retirement system, nonteaching employees,
71 § 16F
Sales,
Surplus property, 30B § 15
Tangible property, 30B § 15
School building assistance program, loans,
70B§ 6
School Buses, this index
School Funds, this index
School Officers and Employees, this index
Seal, 71 § 16
Services, contracts, 71 § 49A
Sewage systems, 71 § 16
Contracts, 30B § 7
Sex education, parental notice, 71 § 32A
Sick leave, compensation, 71 § 42B
Stabilization fund, 71 § 16Gk
State aid. 71 § 16D
State school aid, 70 § 1 et seq.
State treasury, payments, amount due or
overdue on bonds, 44 § 19A
Student activity accounts, 71 § 47
Student advisory committees, 71 § 38M
Superintendents,
Compensation and salaries, 71 § 16
Joint superintendents, 71 § 37
Power to employ, 71 § 16
Salary, 71 § 64
Supplies,
Contracts, 71 § 49A
Physical training and athletics, expendi-
tures, 71 § 47
Tangible property, sales, 30B § 15
Tape, 71 § 14B
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Teachers, dismissal, tenure, 71 § 42B
Telephone services, 30B § 7
Television program. 71 § 13F
Temporary debt, power to incur, 71 § 16
Temporary secretary, appointment, 71 § 16A
Tenure, teachers or superintendents, 71
§ 42B
Textbooks, bidding requirement, exemption,
30B § 7
Towns,
Admission or separation, 71 § 14B
Liability of town for obligations of anoth-
er town, 71 § 16G
Treasurer,
Certification of amounts apportioned for
expenses, 71 § 16B
Committee, 71 § 16A
Contracts, banking services, 44 § 53F
Gifts or grants for educational purposes,
deposit with, 71 § 37A
Payments prior to annual appropriation,
71 § 16B
Removal from office, 41 § 39B
Signing bonds and notes, 71 §§ 15, 16
Uniform procurement, 30B § 1 et seq.
Veterans preference, employment, 41 § 112
Vocational Education, this index
Vote on proposed agreement, 71 § 15
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SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Regional school districts—Cont'd
Warrants,
Elections, approval of indebtedness, 71
§ 16
Subcommittee for signing, 71 § 16A
Water supply, contracts, 30B § 7
Reimbursement,
Educational television programs, 71 § 13F
Magnet school educational programs, costs
of providing, 71 § 37J
Special education, 71B § 5A
Television, educational television programs,
71 § 13F
Transportation expenses,
Minimum amount, 71 § 7A
Public transportation system, 71 § 7B
Tuition claims, 71 § 24
Religion,
Beliefs, inquiry prohibited, 71 § 39
Bible, reading, 71 § 31
Diseases, instruction and training, exemp-
tion, 71 § 1
Exemption from physical examination, 71
§ 57
Meditation, prayer period, 71 § 1A
Prayer, voluntary, 71 § IB
Teacher or employee, inquiry as to beliefs,
71 § 39
Religious Organizations and Societies, this in-
dex
Reports,
Administrative expenses, 70 § 9
Attendance outside district, 76 § 12B
Books, instructional equipment, 70 § 9
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Children and minors, neglect or abuse, 71
§ 37L
Excess and deficiency funds, 71 § 16Bfe
Extended programming expenses, 70 § 9
Extraordinary maintenance, 70 § 9
Fires and fire protection, 71 § 37L
Neglect or abuse of children, 71 § 37L
Professional development, 70 § 9
Regional school districts, ante
School building authority, 70B §§ 1A, 3D, 3
State aid, required information, 70 § 4
Student information, parental access, 71
§ 34H
Weapons, possession, 71 § 37L
Required subjects, enumeration, 71 § 2
Research, leave of absence, assistant superin-
tendent, 71 § 41A
Residential school teaching or treatment, chil-
dren with special needs, federal reimburse-
ment, 44 § 72
Respiratory diseases, inhalers, possession, 71
§ 54B
Restraint of students, rules and regulations, 71
§ 37G
Retention, charter schools, plans and specifica-
tions, 71 § 89
Review. Appeal and review, generally, ante
Revolving funds, culinary arts programs, 74
§ 14B
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Rules and regulations,
Building security, safety, 71 § 37H
Busing, racial imbalance. 71 § 37D
Certification, employees, 71 § 38G
Civil rights, violating other students. 71
§ 37H
Codes of discipline, 71 § 37H
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Rules and regulations—Cont'd
Conduct of teachers or students, 71 § 37H
Continuous twelve month operation, 71 § 1
Disciplinary proceedings, 71 § 37H
Drugs and medicine, administration, 71
§ 54B
Due process, disciplinary proceedings, 71
§ 37H
Force and violence, 71 § 37H
Freedom of expression, dress, discipline, 71
§ 85
Illegal substances, 71 § 37H
Magnet school facilities, 71 § 371
Motor vehicles, idling. 71 § 37H
Publication, 71 § 37H
Restraint of students. 71 § 37G
Safety rules, duties of safety patrols, 71
§ 48A
Special needs students, 71 § 37H
Student handbook, 71 § 37H
Suspension, expulsion of students, 71 § 37H
Tobacco products, use, 71 § 37H
Vandalism, 71 § 37H
Weapons. 71 § 37H
Sabbaticals.
Assistant superintendent, 71 § 41A
Superintendents, 71 § 41A
Safety,
Rules and regulations. 71 § 37H
Student overnight travel. 71 § 37N
Safety patrols, authority of committees to orga-
nize. 71 § 48A
Salaries. Compensation and salaries, general-
ly, ante
Sales, tangible property, 30B § 15
School bonds. Bonds, generally, ante
School building assistance program, 70B § 1 et
seq.
Bonds, 70B§§ 3B, 11
Interest, notice, 70B § 19
Issuance, 70B § 6
Loans, 70B § 6
School building authority, 70B § 1A
School Committees, generally, this index
School community partnerships, 71 § 59D
School councils, 71 § 59C
School nurses. Nurses and nursing, generally,
ante
School physicians. Physicians and surgeons,
generally, ante
School superintendents. Superintendents, gen-
erally, post
School year, 71 § 1
High schools, 71 § 4
Science, awards, school purpose expenditure,
71 § 47
Secondary schools. High Schools or Secondary
Schools, generally, this index
Secretaries, principals, emergency first aid,
transportation, liability, 71 § 55A
Serials, purchases, 30B § 7
Services, contracts, 30B § 13; 71 § 49A
Charter schools, collective purchasing, 7
§ 22A
Sex, discrimination, attendance in city or town
other than residence. 76 § 12B
Sex education, parental notice, 71 § 32A
Sign language, courses of study, 71 § 2B
Silence, period of, 71 § 1A
Smart growth, costs, reimbursement, 40S § 1 et
seq.
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRK I S
—Cont'd
Smoking,
Rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Student tobacco use on school grounds. 71
§ 2A
Social studies award, school purpose expendi-
ture, 71 § 47
Software, purchases, 30B § 7
Space, double sessions, 71 § 1
Special award expenditures. 71 § 47
Special education.
Attendance outside district, school choice
tuition, 76 § 12B
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Reimbursement. 71 B § 5A
Costs, 44 § 72; 71B § 5
A
Federal reimbursement, 44 § 72
Parental access, student information, 71
8 34H
Reimbursement, 71B § 5A
Residential schools, costs, 71B § 5A
Rights workshops, 71 § 1C
Visually handicapped children, braille,
teacher certification. 71 § 38G
Special needs programs.
Parental access, student information, 71
§ 34H
Rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Specifications. Plans and specifications, gener-
ally, ante-
Sports. Athletics, generally, ante
Standards, performance standards, teachers,
employees, 71 § 38
State, charter schools, collective purchasing, 7
§ 22A
State aid,
School building assistance program, 70B
§ 3C
School Funds, generally, this index
State departments. Elementary and Secondary
Education Department, generally, this in-
dex
State exposition, exhibition of school work, 71
§ 51
State treasury, payments, amounts due or over-
due on regional district bonds, 44 § 19A
Statements of interest, school building assis-
tance program, 70B § 5
Stimulants, instruction as to effects, 71 § 1
Student activity accounts, 71 § 47
Student exchange, school committees, 76 § 12B
Student handbook, rules and regulations, 71
§ 37H
Student information, access. 71 § 34H
Student overnight travel, 71 § 37N
Student performance improvement plans, 71
§ 59C
Student records. Records and recordation,
generally, ante
Subjects of instruction, 71 § 1
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Suits. Actions and proceedings, generally, ante
Summer schools, 71 § 28
Funds, disposition, 71 § 71E
Superintendents,
Accepting fee or reward, 71 § 67
Application to attend out of town high
school, 71 § 6
Appointment, 71 § 59
Assistant superintendents. 71 § 41A
Certification, 71 § 38G
Leave of absence, study or research, 71
§ 41A
1-119
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Superintendents—Cont'd
Assistant superintendents—Cont'd
Serving in elected public office, leave of
absence, 71 § 41
A
Assistants, 71 § 59
Associate superintendents, 71 § 59
Certification.
Employment. 71 § 59A
Standards. 71 § 38G
Cities and towns, appropriating authorities,
addressing, 71 § 34
Closing schools, teachers meeting, 71 § 73
Commission, accepting, 71 § 67
Committee member ineligible to serve, 71
§ 52
Compensation, 71 §§ 41, 59A, 59
Accepting. 71 § 67
Regional school districts. 71 § 64
Union school districts. 71 §§ 63, 64
Contract of employment. 71 § 41
Definitions, charter schools, 71 § 89
Duties, 71 § 59A
Employment, 71 § 59
Committees discretion. 71 § 41
Fees, accepting, 71 § 67
I ines, obtaining teachers position, 71 § 67
Immediate family members, employment. 71
§ 67
Ineligible to serve as. 71 § 52
Joint superintendents, 71 § 37
Leave of absence, studies or research, 71
§ 41A
Notice,
Board of health, dangerous disease. 71
§ 55A
Employment for following year terminat-
ed, 71 § 41
Immediate family members, employment,
71 § 67
Part time employment, 71 § 59A
Powers and duties, 71 § 59
Dismissal of employees. 71 § 42
Regional school districts, ante
Reimbursement,
Salary to town. 71 § 59A
Traveling expenses, 71 § 64
Removal, 71 § 63
Research, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
Rewards, 71 § 67
Obtaining position, superintendents fines,
obtaining positions for teachers. 71
§ 67
Sabbaticals, 71 § 41A
Safety patrol, liability for operation. 71
§ 48A
Salary, reimbursement of town, 71 § 59A
School bus, highway safety stations, 71
§ 71A
School committee member ineligible. 71
§ 52
School safety patrol, liabilities, 71 § 48A
Selection. 71 § 37
Serving at discretion of committee. 71 § 41
Serving in elected public office, leave of
absence, 71 § 41A
Teachers meeting, closing schools, 71 § 73
Tenure. 71 § 41
Term. 71 §S 63. 64
Termination, 71 § 37
Two or more regional school districts, com-
pensation, 71 § 64
Union district. 71 § 61
SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Superintendents—Cont'd
Union for employing, 71 § 61
Committees, 71 § 63
Formation by department, 71 § 62
Readjustment by department, 71 § 62
Removal of superintendent, 71 § 63
Salary, 71 §§ 63, 64
Term of superintendent, 71 § 63
Union joint committee, employees, 71 § 53A
Union school district, 71 §§ 61, 63, 64
Superior court,
Jurisdiction, racial imbalance, 71 § 37D
Order to cities and towns to support school,
71 § 34
Supervisors,
Certificates, standards, 71 § 38G
Leave of absence, study or research, 71
§ 41A
Residence requirements, 71 § 38
Serving in elected public office, leave of
absence, 71 § 41A
Supplementary education centers, joint opera-
tion, 40 § 4A
Supplies,
Change of textbooks, vote of school commit-
tee, 71 § 50
Collective purchasing, charter schools, 7
§ 22A
Contracts, 30B § 13; 71 § 49A
Manual training, tools and materials, 71
§ 48
Physical training and athletics, expenditures,
71 § 47
Purchase, 71 § 48
Support by cities and towns, 71 § 34
Supreme judicial court, jurisdiction, racial im-
balance, 71 § 37D
Surgeons. Physicians and surgeons, generally,
ante
Suspension,
Criminal complaints, felonies, 71 § 37Hli
Expulsion of students, generally, ante
Marriage, pregnancy or other nonschool re-
lated matters, 71 § 84
Rules and regulations, students, 71 §§ 37H
% 37H
Student information, parental access, 71
§ 34H
Tax assessments, excess and deficiency funds,
use, 71 § 16Bk
Tax assessor training programs, contracts, 58
§ 3
Tax credit bonds, 44 § 21B
Tax exempt status, real and personal property
used as residences for officers, 59 § 5
Taxation,
List of property, 59 § 29
Rate, bill or notice to show, 60 § 3A
Taxicabs, students, transportation, criminal of-
fender record information system, 71
§ 38R
Teachers. Schoolteachers, generally, this index
Teasing. Bullying, generally, this index
Technical assistance, Horace Mann charter
schools, 71 § 89
Teen dating, violence, public policy, discipline,
71 § 2C
Telephone numbers, student information, ac-
cess, 71 § 34H
Television and radio,
Audiovisual media specialist, certificates, 71
§ 38G
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
—Cont'd
Television and radio—Cont'd
Educational, 71 § 13F
Tenure, school psychologists, 71 § 38P
Tests and testing,
See, also, Examinations and examiners,
generally, ante
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Group intelligence tests, scores, removal
from student records, 71 § 87
Student information, parental access, 71
§ 34H
Textbooks. School Textbooks, generally, this
index
Threats. Bullying, generally, this index
Time,
Annuity contracts, 71 § 37B
Continuous twelve month basis of operation,
71 § 1
School year, 71 § 1
Town belonging to superintendent of union,
compensation, 71 § 52
Traffic belts, school safety patrol leaders, 71
§ 48A
Transcripts,
Furnishing to student. 71 § 34A
Private schools ceasing operation, transcript
transfers, 71 § 34G
Refusal or neglect to furnish, 71 § 34B
Student records, 71 §§ 34A, 34B
Transportation,
School Buses, generally, this index
Student overnight travel, 71 § 37N
Taxicabs, criminal offender record informa-
tion system, 71 § 38R
Traveling expenses, student overnight travel, 71
§ 37N
Treasurer,
Cities or towns, gifts or grants, deposit with,
71 § 37A
Qualified Bond Act, 44A §§ 2, 7, 9
Regional school districts, ante
Trusts and trustees,
Charter schools, 71 § 89
School building assistance program, bonds,
70B § 3B
Towns, 40 § 3
Tuberculosis, this index
Tuition,
Attendance in other than city or town of
residence, 76 § 12B
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Foster care children, nonresidents, 71 § 71F
Nonresident students, 71 § 71F
Attendance, 76 § 12B
Foster care students, 71 § 71F
Prepayment, educational collaboratives, 71
§ 71D
Reimbursement, 71 § 24
School choice tuition amount, 76 § 12B
Waiver, pupils admitted from outside com-
monwealth, 71 § 6A
Twelve month school year, rules and regula-
tions, 71 § 1
Underperforming schools, attorneys fees, ap-
propriations, use, 70 § 8
Uniforms, food handlers for lunch programs,
71 § 48B
Union school districts,
Compensation, superintendents. 71 § 64
Forming by department, 71 § 62
Joint committees, employment of superin-
tendents, 71 § 63
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—Cont'd
Union school districts—Cont'd
Racial imbalance, correcting, 71 §§ 37C,
37D
Readjustment by department, 71 § 62
Salary, superintendents, 71 § 64
Superintendent,
Compensation and salaries, 71 § 63
Employment, 71 § 61
Joint committees, 71 § 63
Salary, 71 § 64
United States constitution and history, instruc-
tion and training, 71 §§ 1, 2
United States flag,
Courses of study, 71 § 2
Display, 71 § 69
Uterine cancer, detection and prevention, in-
struction and training, 71 § 1
Vacation schools, 71 § 28
Vandalism, rules and regulations, 71 § 37H
Verification, information submitted to receive
state funds, 70 § 4
Violence,
Bullying, generally, this index
Prevention, courses of study, 71 § 1
Visually handicapped children. Special edu-
cation, ante
Vocational Education, generally, this index
Voluntary prayer, 71 § IB
Volunteers, criminal offender record informa-
tion system, access, 71 § 38R
Waiver, tuition, pupils admitted from outside
commonwealth, 71 § 6A
Weapons,
Reports, possession, 71 § 37L
Suspension of students, possession or use on
school property, 71 § 37H
Withdrawal, student information, parental ac-
cess, 71 § 34H
Workshops, special education rights, 71 § 1C
Writing, instruction and training, 71 § 1
Year round sessions, rules and regulations, 71
§ 1
SCHOOLTEACHERS
Generally, 71 § 40
Abolishment of position, regional school dis-
tricts, disestablishment, discontinuance, 71
§ 42B
Absence and absentees. Leave of absence,
generally, post
Annuity contracts, 71 § 37B
Appeal and review,
Disapproval, provisional educators, 71
§ 38G
Dismissal, 71 § 42
Suspension, 71 § 42D
Application for position,
Fee, 71 § 38G
Inquiry concerning religious or political be-
liefs, 71 § 39
Approval, provisional educators, 71 § 38G
Arbitration and award.
Dismissal orders, 71 § 42
Performance standards, 71 § 38
Assault and battery,
Expulsion, 71 § 37H
Restraint of students, rules and regulations,
71 § 37G
Associations and societies, payroll deductions,
180 § 17C
Associations of teachers, payroll deductions,
authorization, 180 § 171
SCHOOLTEACHERS
SCHOOLTEACHERS—Com d
Attorneys,
Dismissal, hearings, 71 § 42
Suspension, review, 71 § 421)
Bonds (official), association treasurer, 180
§ 17C
Boston, this index
Braille, visually impaired student instruction,
competence, 71 § 38G
Bullying, training, 71 § 370
Burden of proof, provisional teachers, unfavor-
able recommendations, 71 § 38G
Cause for dismissal, 71 § 42
Certificates and certification, 71 §§ 37G, 38G
Aliens to teach language of country of ori-
gin, 71 § 38G
Collaborative educational board, 40 § 4E
Examination, 71 § 38G
Professional teacher status. 71 § 41
Provisional educators. 71 § 38G
Regional school districts, application of law,
71 § 42B
Regionally certified teachers, 71 § 38G
Standards, 71 § 38G
Temporary certificates. 71 § 38G
Visually impaired students, braille instruc-
tion, competence, 71 § 38G
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Classroom aides, employment. 71 § 38
Classroom organization and management.
training, 71 § 37G
Closing schools for meetings and conferences,
71 § 73
Collective bargaining,
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Performance standards, 71 § 38
Committee member ineligible to be, 71 § 52
Compensation and salaries, 71 § 40
After dismissal, 71 § 42
Cities and towns, overtime pay, 149 § 33A
Deductions, 180 § 171
Associations. 180 § 17C
Income protection insurance premiums,
180 § 17D
Deferred payment, 71 § 40; 149 § 148
Equal pay, 71 § 40
General salary revision, 71 § 43
Group insurance. July. August. 32B § 2
Improper dismissal, 71 § 42
Income protection insurance premiums, pay-
roll deductions, 180 § 17D
Minimum, 71 § 40
Peace Corps, service, 71 § 41 B
Reduction, 71 § 43
Suspension period, 71 § 42D
Conduct.
Rules and regulations, publication, 71 § 37H
Unbecoming teacher, dismissal, 71 § 42
Continuing education, policies, guidelines, cer-
tification. 71 § 38G
Criminal offender record information system,
access, 71 § 38R
Custodial accounts, 71 § 37B
Damages, improper dismissal, 71 § 42
Definitions, certification, 71 § 38G
Demotion, 71 § 42
Disabled students, inclusive schooling training,
71 § 37G
Disapproval, provisional educators, 71 § 38G
Disestablishment, discontinuance, regional
school district, compensation, leave. 71
§ 42B
Dismissal. 71 §§ 42, 59B
Regional school districts. 71 § 42B
SCHOOLTEACHERS—Cont'd
Domicile and residence, requirements, 71 § 38
Education. Training, generally, post
Educational collaboratives, compensation, 71
§ 40
Employees at will, teachers without profession-
al teacher status. 71 § 42
Employment, fees, 71 § 45
English language and grammar, second lan-
guage acquisition.
( lertificates and certification. 71 § 38G
Professional development plan, 71 § 38Q
Evaluation, 71 §§ 38, 41
(barter schools. 71 § 89
Performance standards, 71 § 38
Provisional educators, 71 § 38G
Examination by school physician, 71 § 54
Examinations and examiners, certification, 71
§ 38G
Exemptions,
Certified personnel, employment. 71 § 38G
Forty hour week, cities and towns, 149
§§ 33A, 33B
Eye protective devices, industrial art, vocation-
al shop or laboratory classes. 71 § 55C
Fees,
Application for position, 71 § 38G
Certificates. 71 § 38G
Procuring position. 71 § 45
Securing position. 71 § 45
Upgrading skills and improving proficiency,
reimbursement. 71 § 381
Flags, saluting and pledge of allegiance, 71
§ 69
Forms, provisional teachers, comprehensive
evaluation reports. 71 § 38G
Forty Hour Week Law, exceptions, cities and
towns, 149 §§ 33A, 33B
General court committee, right to appear be-
fore not restricted, 71 § 44
Good Samaritans, rendering emergency first aid
or transportation to injured students, 71
§ 55A
Group insurance, employees during July, Au-
gust, 32B § 2
Guidelines, provisional educators, 71 § 38G
Hearings,
Dismissal, 71 § 42
Performance standards, 71 § 38
Hiring, 71 § 59B
Hours of work, exceptions, forty hour week.
149 §§ 33A, 33B
Incapacity, dismissal for, 71 § 42
Income protection insurance premiums, payroll
deductions, 180 § 17D
Inefficiency, dismissal for, 71 § 42
Inservice training, policies, guidelines, certifica-
tion, 71 § 38G
Inspection and copying of school records of
teacher allowed. 71 § 42C
Insubordination, dismissal, 71 § 42
Insufficient recommendation, provisional edu-
cators, 71 § 38G
Insurance, income protection insurance premi-
ums, payroll deductions. 180 § 17D
Interrogation, suspension, 71 § 421)
Labor organizations, payroll deductions. 180
§ 17C
Labor relations and disputes.
Income protection insurance, payroll deduc-
tions. 180 § 17D
Performance standards, collective bargain-
ing. 71 § 38
Layoffs, 71 § 42
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SCHOOLTEACHERS—Cont'd
Leave of absence, 71 §§ 41A, 41 B
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Peace Corps, service, 71 § 41
B
Regional school districts, disestablishment.
discontinuance. 71 § 42B
Service with professional educational organi-
zations. 71 § 41A
Serving in elected public office, 71 § 41A
Study or research, 71 § 41A
Lunch period. 71 § 80
Lunches, 71 § 72
Meetings and conferences, closing schools, 71
§ 73
Minimum salary, 71 § 40
Moral character, provisional educators, qualifi-
cations. 71 § 38G
Moral education, duties. 71 § 30
Nomination papers, right to sign not restricted,
71 § 44
Notice.
Dismissal. 71 § 42
Employment for following year, 71 § 41
Lacking professional teacher status, future
employment. 71 § 41
Suspension. 71 § 421)
Occupational guidance and placement director,
subject to laws. 71 § 38C
Overtime pay, emergencies, 149 § 33A
Payroll deductions, authorization. 180 § 171
Peace Corps, leave of absence, 71 § 41 B
Performance standards, 71 § 38
Dismissal, 71 § 42
Petitioning general court, right not restricted,
71 § 44
Petitions, performance standards, arbitration,
71 § 38
Plans and specifications.
Professional development plan, 71 § 38Q
Provisional educator program, 71 § 38G
Political beliefs, inquiry for bid, 71 § 39
Political contributions, payroll deduction, au-
thorization, 180 § 171
Principals. Schools and School Districts, this
index
Procurement of teaching positions, fees, regula-
tion, 71 § 45
Professional development plan. 71 § 38Q
Certificates, 71 § 38G
Charter schools. 71 § 89
Professional teacher status, 71 § 41
Protection, restraint of students, rules and reg-
ulations, 71 § 37G
Provisional certification, 71 § 38G
Punitive damages, improper dismissal. 71 § 42
Qualifications. 71 §§ 38G. 38
Provisional educators. 71 § 38G
Recertiftcation, 71 § 37G
Records and recordation, inspection and copy-
ing by teacher, 71 § 42C
Reduction of salary. 71 § 43
Regional school districts.
Certification, application of law, 71 § 42B
Establishment, discontinuance, employment
effect, 71 § 42B
Regionally certified teachers, certificates. 71
§ 38G
Reinstatement, improper dismissal. 71 § 42
Religious beliefs, inquiry into forbidden. 71
§ 39
Reports, provisional educators training, 71
§ 38G
Research, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
Residence requirements, 71 § 38
SCHOOLTEACHERS
SCHOOLTEACHERS—Cont'd
Restraint of students, rules and regulations, 71
§ 37G
Reward for finding position, fines and penalties
for accepting, 71 § 67
Rules and regulations,
Publication, 71 § 37H
Restraint of students, 71 § 37G
Sabbatical leaves, regional school districts, dis-
establishment, discontinuance, 71 § 42B
Safety patrol, liability for operation, 71 § 48A
Salaries. Compensation and salaries, general-
ly, ante
School councils, members, 71 § 59C
School nurses, deductions for dues, payroll
schedules, 180 § 17E
Second language acquisition,
Certificates and certification, 71 § 38G
Professional development plan, 71 § 38Q
Seniority, layoffs, 71 § 42
Sick leave, regional school districts, discontinu-
ance, disestablishment, 71 § 42B
Standard certification, instructional fields, 71
§ 38G
Standard educator certificates, 71 § 38G
Standards,
Braille, visually impaired students, 71 § 38G
Certification, 71 § 38G
Evaluation, 71 §§ 38, 41
Professional teacher status, 71 § 41
Visually impaired students, braille, 71 § 38G
Study, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
Substitutes, compensation, 71 § 40
Suffrage, right not restricted, 71 § 44
Superintendents of union joint committee, em-
ployment of special teachers, 71 § 53A
Supervision, provisional educators, standards,
71 § 38G
Support, provisional educators, standards, 71
§ 38G
Suspension, 71 § 42D
Teacher associations, payroll deductions, au-
thorization, 180 § 171
Temporary certificates, 71 § 38G
Tenure of employment, 71 § 41
Dismissal, 71 § 42
Regional school districts, 71 § 42B
Tests and testing,
Braille, competence, 71 § 38G
Provisional educators, 71 § 38G
Sight and hearing of pupils, 71 § 57
Training,
Bullying, 71 § 370
Certification, 71 § 38G
Provisional educators, standards, 71 § 38G
Restraint of students, rules and regulations.
71 § 37G
Tuition, upgrading skills and improving profi-
ciency, reimbursement. 71 § 381
Vocational education, eye protective devices,
71 § 55C
Voting, right not restricted, 71 § 44
SCHOOLTEACHERS RETIREMENT SYS-
TEM
Charter schools, membership, 71 § 89
Creditable service, charter schools, 71 § 89
SCIENCE
Schools and School Districts, this index
Taxation, property held for scientific purposes,
58 § 5; 59 § 29
SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS
Athletic property, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Taxation exemption, 59 § 5
SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZATIONS
Athletic property, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
SCOW
Ships and Shipping, generally, this index
SEAFOOD
Political subdivisions, procurement, priorities
and preferences, 30B §§ 4, 20
SEALS
Appellate tax board, 58A § 1
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Cities and towns, 40 § 47
Municipal finance, bonds, printed facsimile, 44
§ 16B
Regional police districts, 41 § 99E
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44F
Regional school district, 71 § 16
Taxation, this index
SEARCHES AND SEIZURES
Controlled substances,
Forfeitures, preliminary court orders or pro-
cess, 94C § 47
Property subject to forfeiture, 94C § 47
Dangerous weapons, stop and frisk, 41 § 98
Firearms. Weapons, this index
Stop and frisk, 41 § 98
Taxation, this index
Weapons, this index
SEAT BELTS
Motor Vehicles, this index
SEAWALLS
Cities and towns, indebtedness, 44 § 7
SECOND AND SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES
Crimes and Offenses, this index
SECONDARY SCHOOLS
High Schools or Secondary Schools, generally,
this index
SECRECY
Confidential or Privileged Information, gener-
ally, this index
SECRET VOTING
Elections, this index
SECRETARY OF STATE
State Secretary, generally, this index
SECRETS AND SECRECY
Confidential or Privileged Information, gener-
ally, this index
SECURED TRANSACTIONS
Controlled substances, forfeitures, effect, 94C
§ 47
forfeitures, controlled substances, effect, 94C
§ 47
Subdivision Control Law, construction of ways
and installation of utilities. 41 § 81U
Taxation of collateral, 59 § 19
SECURITIES
See, also,
Bonds, generally, this index
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SECURITIES—Cont'd
See, also—Cont'd
Investments, generally, this index
Cities and towns,
Action by treasurer, 41 § 36
Retirement system special funds, 40 § 5D
Controlled substances, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Districts, retirement system special funds, 40
§ 5D
Forfeiture, controlled substances, 94C § 47
Income and profits, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Municipal finance, investments of funds, 44
§ 54
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1 et seq.
Retirement systems special funds, 40 § 5D
SECURITY
Bids and bidding, emergencies, public con-
tracts, application of law, 30 § 39M; 149
§ 44A
Emergencies, this index
Public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
Subdivision control, construct ways and install
municipal services, 41 § 81U
SECURITY BY BOND
Definitions, public works contracts, 30 § 39M
SECURITY DEVICES
Lockup cells, electronic devices, 40 § 36B
SECURITY INTEREST
Controlled substances, forfeiture violations,
priorities, 94C § 47
Motor Vehicles, this index
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
SECURITY TO KEEP PEACE
Arrest, generally, this index
SEIZURES
Searches and Seizures, generally, this index
SELECTMEN
Generally, 41 § 20 et seq.
Abandonment, land, 40 § 15
Acting on behalf, 41 § 23C
Annual report, 40 § 49
Appeals board, acting as. 41 § 81Z
Appointments,
Conservation commission, 40 § 8C
Development and industrial commission. 40
§ 8A
Persons authorized to act on behalf, 41
§ 23C
Appropriations, estimate, 41 § 60
Art commission, appointments, 41 § 83
Auditor, appointment, 41 § 49
Ballots, sealing and certification, 41 § 9
Board of survey, 41 § 73
Budget, estimate, 41 § 59
Cemetery commissioners, petition, 41 § 21
Certificates, town clerk, appointment or elec-
tion, 41 § 19A
Chairman, town meetings, presiding, 39 § 14
Chief of police,
Appointments, 41 § 97A
Petition, 41 § 21
Compensation and salaries, officers and em-
ployees holding position, 39 § 6A
Constables, appointment, 41 § 91A
Conveyance of property. 40 § 3
Land no longer needed, 40 § 15
Departments, investigation, 41 § 23B
Elections, 41 § 1
SEWERS
SELECTMEN—Cont'd
Elections—Cont'd
Vacancy in office, special elections, 41 § 10
Eminent domain, 40 § 14
Estimates, amounts necessary and income, 41
§ 59
Executive secretary, 41 § 23A
Forfeitures,
Annual report, neglect, 40 § 49
Keeper of lockup not appointed, 40 § 35
Performance before taking oath, 41 § 20
Health boards.
Petition, 41 § 21
Rescission of vote, 41 § 23
Health inspectors, appointments, 41 §§ 102A,
102
Highways and streets, powers, 41 § 77
Inspection, accounts, 41 § 52
Keeper of lockup, appointment, 40 § 35
Landing places, laying out or altering, 88 § 14
Lowland and Swamps, this index
Municipal light board, vote on petition, 41 § 21
Rescission of vote, 41 § 23
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Notice, bonds, 41 § 20
Oaths and affirmations,
Acting as assessors, 41 § 20
Performance before taking, 41 § 20
Office of selectman, 41 § 107
Park commissioners, vote on petition, 41 § 21
Rescission of vote, 41 § 23
Payroll, approval, 41 § 52
Penalty, failure to choose, 41 § 4
Physician, appointment, 41 § 106A
Planning board,
Acting as, 41 § 81A
Powers, effect, 41 § 81G
Police officers, appointment, 41 §§ 96, 97A
Property control, 40 § 3
Public safety commission, petition, 41 § 21
Public welfare board, 41 § 20
Vote on petition, 41 § 21
Rescission of vote, 41 § 23
Public works board, petition, 41 § 21
Purchasing agents, appointment, 41 § 103
Recognizances, 40 § 45
Recommendations, conservation commission,
40 § 8C
Removal from office, persons appointed to act
on behalf, 41 § 23C
Sewer commissioners, vote on petition, 41 § 21
Rescission of vote, 41 § 23
Special election to fill vacancy. 41 § 10
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81DD
Superintendent of streets, appointment. 41
§§ 21, 66
Survey board, 41 § 73
Tax Assessors, this index
Tax collectors books, demand to exhibit, 60 § 8
Term of office, executive secretary, 41 § 23A
Town administrators, appointment. 41 § 23A
Town Meetings, this index
Tree wardens, appointment. 41 §{j 21, 106
Trust fund commissioners. 41 § 45A
Vacancies in office, 39 § 11; 41 § 10
Warrants, approval, 41 § 56
Water and light commissioners, vote on peti-
tion, 41 § 21
Rescission of vote, 41 § 23
Water and sewer board,
Petition, 41 § 21
Rescission of vote, 41 § 23
Water Commissioners, this index
SELECTMEN—Cont'd
Weighers, measurers or surveyors, appoint-
ments, 41 § 85
Welfare board. Public welfare board, general-
ly, ante
SELF GOVERNMENT
( Hies and towns, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et
seq.
SEMITRAILER
Motor Carriers, generally, this index
SENATE
General Court, generally, this index
SENATORS
General Court, generally, this index
SENDING DISTRICT
Definitions, schools, attendance, 76 § 12B
SENDING PARTY
Definitions, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
SENIOR CITIZENS
Aged Persons, generally, this index
SENTENCE AND PUNISHMENT
Crimes and Offenses, generally, this index
Fines and Penalties, generally, this index
SEPTIC TANKS
See, also, Sewers and Sewer Systems, gener-
ally, this index
Condominiums, betterment agreements. 111
§ 127Bk
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, better-
ment agreements, 111 § 127B16
Tax exemptions, residential real estate, 59 § 5
SEQUESTRATION
Exemption, state treasury payments, amounts
due or overdue on municipal district, or
regional school district bonds, 44 § 19A
SERIAL BONDS OR NOTES
Municipal finance, temporary notes, 44 § 17
Expenditures in anticipation of, 44 § 20A
SERVANTS
Domestic Service or Work, generally, this index
SERVICE AGENT
Definitions, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
SERVICE CORPORATIONS
Dental Service Corporations, generally, this in-
dex
Hospital Service Corporations, generally, this
index
Medical Service Plans and Corporations, gen-
erally, this index
SERVICE OF PROCESS
Process, this index
SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF ACT
Generally, 50 App. U.S.C. §§ 561, 571
Limitation of actions, 50 App. U.S.C. § 526
SERVICES
Advertisements, generally, this index
Cities and towns, checks for services not duly
paid, penalties. 44 § 69
Definitions, uniform procurement. 30B § 2
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MR\ ICES—Cont'd
Medical Attendance and Treatment, generally,
this index
Sales, generally, this index
SEVERABILITY
Statutes, construction, 4 § 6
SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL FA-
CILITIES
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
SEWERAGE SYSTEMS
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
SEWERS AND SEWER SYSTEMS
Generally, 83 § 1 et seq.
Abandonment, easement, 83 § 4
Abatement and revival.
Assessments, 83 § 28
Sewei rates and charges, 83 § 16E
Actions and proceedings,
Landlord and tenant, contract action for
rates and charges. 83 § 16F
Tax liens, rates and charges, 83 § 16B
Tax sales, redemption, errors in considering
fixing terms, 60 § 76B
Adjoining landowners,
Connections, 83 § 1
1
Nutrient enrichment, reduction. 83 §§ IB,
1C
Repairs, 83 §§ 3A, 12
Adoption of system, assessments, 83 § 15
Advance payments, private property, 83 § 24
Appeal and review,
Nutrient enrichment, reduction, 83 § IE
Rates and charges, 83 § 16E
Apportionment, assessments, 83 § 28
Assessments. 83 § 14 et seq.
Abatement. 83 § 28
Adoption of assessment, 83 § 15
Advance payment, estimated assessments. 83
§ 24
Application of law, 83 § 28
Apportionment. 83 § 28
Benefit assessment, 83 § 14
Betterments, 83 §§ 15B, 28
Bonds or notes, 83 § 3
Cities and towns.
Method, 83 § 15
Payment, 83 § 23
Private drains. 83 § 14
Collection, 83 §§ 15B, 27, 29
Condominiums, 183A § 14
Connection costs, 83 § 24
Conversion of privatelv filled drain or sewer,
83 § 22
Costs and expenses, 83 § 23
Debt service, excess, 59 § 21C
Division, 83 § 28
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, better-
ment agreements, 111 § 127Bk
Estimated assessments.
Advance payment, 83 § 24
Collection, 83 § 15B
Exemption from assessment,
Frontage assessment, 83 § 21
Payment for use, 83 § 20
Extension of time for payment, 83 § 19
Fees in lieu of assessment, 83 § 20
Frontage, 83 § 21
General benefit facilities, allocation of ex-
penses, 83 § 15
Interest, 59 § 57; 83 § 19
SEWERS
SEWERS AND SEWER SYSTEMS—Cont'd
Assessments—Cont'd
Land abutting on more than one road, 83
§ 21
Liens and incumbrances, 83 §§ 15, 16B,
16G, 27, 28
Period effective, 83 § 29
Portion paid by municipality, 83 § 23
Method of determination, 83 § 18
Nonliability for assessment, payments for
use, 83 § 20
Nutrient enrichment, reduction, 83 §§ ID,
1H
Particular sewers, 83 § 24
Payment,
Extension of time, 83 § 19
Portion by municipality, 83 § 23
Permanent privilege payment in place of, 83
§ 17
Private sewers, 83 § 22
Rates and charges, 83 §§ 16A et seq., 16
Redetermination, 83 § 15A
Reassessment, 83 § 28
Records, 83 § 2
Redetermination of rate, 83 § ISA
Time for payment, 83 § 19
Town payment, 83 § 23
Use, 83 § 16
Nonliability for assessment, payments for
use, 83 § 20
Authority, 83 § 1
Betterment agreements, dwellings for unfit for
human habitation, 111 § 127Bfe
Bids and bidding,
Sealed competitive proposals, 30B § 6
Uniform procurement, application of law,
30B §§ 1, 13A
Boards and commissions,
Commissions, generally, post
Sewer departments, 83 § 16A
Bonds, connections, 83 § 3
Bridges, 83 § 4
Certificates and certification,
Acceptance certificates, 83 § 16A
Rates and charges, 83 § 16C
Charges. Rates and charges, generally, post
Collection of assessments, 83 §§ 15B, 28
Commissions,
Abolishment, procedure, 41 § 63
Cooperation with other entities, 83 § 1
Election, 41 §§ 1, 23, 63
Joint exercise of powers, 40 § 4A
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Penalties, 41 § 65
Powers and duties, 41 § 65
Board of public works, 41 § 69D
Selectmen to act, petition, 41 § 21
Common sewer, ordinance, 40 § 21
Condominiums, assessments, 183A § 14
Connections,
Abutting property owners, 83 § 11
Adjoining landowners, nutrient enrichment,
reduction, 83 §§ IB, 1C
House or building, 83 §§ 3, 11
Installation and maintenance, 83 § 1
Rules and regulations, 83 § 10
Conservation of water resources, rates and
charges, 40 § 39.1
Construction,
Cities and towns, 83 §§ 1, 4, 23
Betterment charges, collection, 83 § 15B
Maintenance and repairs, generally, post
Nutrient enrichment, reduction, 83 § 1A et
seq.
SEWERS AND SEWER SYSTEMS—Cont'd
Contracts, 30B § 7
City, town or sewer district, 83 § 1
Rates and charges, discharge, actions and
proceedings, 83 § 16F
Uniform procurement, application of law,
30B §§ 1, 13A
Cooperation, other political subdivisions. 83
§ 1
Costs and expenses, 40 § 39J
Assessments, 83 §§ 14, 15
Assumption by cities or towns, 83 § 23
Conversion of privately filled sewer or drain,
83 § 22
Obstructing material, removal, 83 §§ 9, 10
Towns, assumption, 83 § 23
Unpaid rates and charges, 83 § 16A
County agent or officers report, preservation,
66 § 8
Crimes and offenses,
Connections, 83 § 11
Obstruction, 83 §§ 9, 10
Private drain, repair, 83 § 12
Debt service, excess tax assessments, 59 § 21C
Definitions,
Municipal finance, 44 § 1
Subdivision control, 41 § 81
L
Waste water treatment facilities, 83 § 1
Descriptions, records, 83 § 2
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Digging up public ways, 83 § 8
Discrimination, nutrient enrichment, reduction,
83 § IF
Disposal,
Separation of sewage from waters, 83 § 5
Works, 83 §§ 6, 7
Dwellings, unfit for human habitation, better-
ment agreements. 111 § 127B!4
Eminent domain, 83 § 1
Drainage of highway, 83 § 4
Entry charge, 83 § 16
Entry on land, drainage of highway. 83 § 4
Equitable jurisdiction, injunctions against un-
lawful use, 83 § 13
Estimated assessments, collection, 83 § 15B
Expenses and expenditures. Costs and ex-
penses, generally, ante
Fees,
Adjoining landowners, nutrient enrichment,
reduction, 83 § IB
Use, 83 § 20
Filter beds, 83 § 6
Pollution of waters, 83 § 7
Fines and penalties,
Common sewer regulation, 40 § 21
Connections, 83 § 10
Digging up public ways, 83 § 8
Adjoining landowners, 83 § 11
Excavations, 83 § 8
Obstruction, 83 § 9
Private property, repairs, 83 § 12
Rules and regulations regarding use, 83 § 10
Stormwater, 83 § 10
Fixed depth, assessments, 83 § 15
Frontage assessments, 83 § 15
General benefit facilities, assessments, separa-
tion of expenses, 83 § 15
I lealth department, approval, 83 § 1
Indebtedness, municipal finance, limitation, 44
§ 8
Injunctions, unlawful use, 83 § 13
Inspections and inspectors, stormwater. 83
§ 10
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SEWERS AND SEWER SYSTEMS—Cont'd
Interceptors, construction and operation, 83
§ 1 et seq.
Interest,
Assessments, 59 § 57; 83 § 19
Application of law, 83 § 28
Deferred sewer use charges, 83 § 16G
Tax liens, 83 § 16D
Unpaid rates and charges, 83 § 16A
Landlord and tenant, contract actions for sewer
rates and charges, 83 § 16F
Liens and incumbrances. Assessments, ante
Littering, 83 § 9
Injunction. 83 § 13
Loans, nutrient enrichment, reduction, 83 § 1H
Locations, master plan, 41 § 81
D
Main drains, rates and charges, 83 § 16
Maintenance and repairs,
Adjoining landowners, 83 § 12
Assessments, 83 § 14 et seq.
Records, 83 § 2
Construction, generally, ante
Excavations in streets, 83 § 8
Private drains, 83 § 12
Breaks, 83 § 3A
Manufacturing waste, 83 §§ 7, 13
Misdemeanors. Crimes and offenses, general-
ly, ante
Municipal agent or officers report, preserva-
tion, 66 § 8
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
Nitrogen discharge, waters and watercourses,
reduction, elimination, 83 § 1A et seq.
Nonliability for assessment, payments for use,
83 § 20
Notice,
Land purchased for works, 83 § 6
Nuisance, 83 § 7
Overdue amounts, tax bills, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Street excavations, 83 § 8
Nuisances,
Disposal works, 83 § 6
Filter beds or other works, 83 §§ 6, 7
Nutrient enrichment, waters and watercourses,
reduction, elimination, 83 § 1A et seq.
Obstructions, 83 §§ 9, 10
Offenses. Crimes and offenses, generally, ante
Officers and employees, sewer departments, 83
§ 16A
Outfall sewers, construction and operation, 83
§ 1 et seq.
Ownership, 83 § 1
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Permanent privilege payment, 83 § 17
Benefit of land owner from particular sewer,
83 § 24
Petitions, abatement of sewer rates and
charges, 83 § 16E
Planning board, master plan, 41 § 81
D
Plans, records, 83 § 2
Pollution of water. Water Pollution, this index
Pricing system, water conservation and re-
source management, 40 § 39J
Private bridges, 83 § 4
Private property, 83 § 1 et seq.
Advance payments, 83 § 24
Assessments, 83 § 22
Construction, assessment, 83 § 22
Repairs, 83 §§ 3A, 12
Private ways, 41 § 77; 83 § 1
Privileges and immunities, interagency cooper-
ation, 83 § 1
Public health department, approval, 83 § 1
Public utilities, notice of excavations, 83 § 8
SHIPS
SEWERS AND SEWER SYSTEMS—Cont'd
Publication, rules and regulations, 83 § 10
Pumping stations, construction and operation,
83 § 1 et seq.
Purification of sewage, 83 § 6
Railroad property. 83 § 4
Rates and charges, 40 § 39J; 83 §§ 14 et seq.,
16A et seq.
Condominiums, 183A § 14
Construction and repair, method of assess-
ment, 83 § 18
Delinquent amounts, tax bills, notice, 59
§8 57C, 57
Descending unit rate basis, 40 § 39L
Extension of time, 83 § 19
Making and repairing, records, 83 § 2
Overdue amounts, tax bills, notice, 59
§§ 57C, 57
Permanent privilege payment, 83 § 17
Private sewers, 83 § 16
Records, 83 § 2
Tax bills, notices, bills included, 60 § 3A
Tax title, errors in rates and charges, 60
§ 76B
Unassessed sewers, 83 § 20
Records and recordation,
Plans and descriptions, 83 § 2
Statement of location, 83 § 27
Regional school districts, 71 § 16
Repairs and maintenance. Maintenance and
repairs, generally, ante
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Road commissioners, powers and duties. 41
§ 64
Rules and regulations, use, 83 § 10
Second and subsequent offenses, repair of pri-
vate drains, 83 § 12
Separation of sewage from water, 83 § 5
Septic Tanks, generally, this index
Sewage disposal, assessments, application of
law, 83 § 28
State agent or officers report, preservation, 66
§ 8
Stormwater,
Rules and regulations. 83 § 10
Waste water treatment facilities, 83 § 1
Rates and charges, 83 § 16
Street superintendent, powers and duties, 41
§ 68
Subdivision Control Law, purpose, 41 § 81
M
Superintendent, town sewer department, 41
§ 69
Tax assessments—special. Assessments, gener-
ally, ante
Tax bills,
Overdue amounts, notice, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Rates and charges, 60 § 3A
Tax exemptions, 83 § 16C
Aged persons, assessment abatements, 59
§ 5
Cities, towns or districts, property held in
another jurisdiction, 59 § 5D
Residential real estate, septic, cesspool sys-
tems, 59 § 5
Tax liens, 83 § 16A et seq.
Tax sales, 83 § 16D
Redemption, rates and charges, errors or
irregularities. 60 § 76B
Taxation,
Aged persons, assessment abatements. 59
§ 5
Cesspools, septic systems, residential real es-
tate, 59 § 5
SEWERS AND SEWER SYSTEMS—Cont'd
Taxation—Cont'd
Cities, towns or districts, property held in
another jurisdiction, 59 § 5D et seq.
Average valuation, 59 § 5E
Debt service charges, excess assessments, 59
§ 21C
Termination, tax liens, 83 § 16B
Torts, obstruction, 83 § 9
Treatment of sewage, 83 § 6
Manufacturing waste. 83 § 7
Uniform procurement, application of law. 30B
§ 13A
Use, 83 § 20
Rules and regulations, obstructions, 83 § 10
Waste water treatment facilities, sewage treat-
ment and disposal works, 83 § 1
Water Pollution, this index
Water supply, nutrient enrichment, reduction,
elimination, 83 § 1A et seq.
Waters, separation from sewerage, 83 § 5
Works, 83 § 6
Writing, decisions, nutrient enrichment, reduc-
tion, 83 § IE
SEX
Family Planning, generally, this index
Initial interview, rape victims, police officer
same sex as victim. 41 § 97B
SEX EDUCATION
Schools and school districts, parental notifica-
tion, 71 § 32A
SEXUAL INTERCOURSE
Rape, generally, this index
SHADE TREES
Road commissioners, powers and duties, 41
§ 64
SHARES AND SHAREHOLDERS
See, also, Securities, generally, this index
Cooperative Banks, this index
Taxable as personal estate, 59 § 4
SHAVINGS
Fire prevention, 148 § 5
SHEEP
See, also, Animals, generally, this index
Taxation.
Excise tax, 59 § 8A
Exemption, 59 § 5
SHELLFISH
Marine Fish and Fisheries, this index
SHELTERED MARKET PROGRAM
Definitions, public contracts, 30B § 18
SHELTERS
Air raid, bomb and fall out shelters, residential
dwellings, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Animals, generally, this index
Definitions, Dog Law, 140 § 136A
Public emergencies, 40 § 19
Indebtedness for, cities and towns. 44 § 8
SHERIFFS
See, also, Constables, generally, this index
Arrest, generally, this index
Confidential or privileged information, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Constables, powers of, 41 § 94
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SHERIFFS—Cont'd
Family information, disclosure. 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Lockup to be accessible. 40 § 37
Process, generally, this index
Records and recordation, family information,
disclosure, 66 § 10
Service of process. Process, this index
Tax Sales, generally, this index
Taxation,
Collection, duty. 60 § 2
Commitment, tax list to for collection. 59
§ 53
Posting, tax list and warrant. 60 § 88
Warrants to for, distrained property or to
take the body of person assessed having
unpaid taxes, 60 § 34
SHINERS
Fish and Game, generally, this index
SHIPMASTERS
Ships and Shipping, generally, this index
SHIPPERS
Motor Carriers, generally, this index
Railroads, generally, this index
SHIPS AND SHIPPING
See, also,
Boats and Boating, generally, this index
Waters and Watercourses, generally, this
index
Abatement, excise tax, 60B § 2
Application of law, 60B § 5
Commercial Fishing, generally, this index
Controlled Substances Act violations, forfei-
tures. 94C § 47
Debtors and creditors, controlled substances
violations, security interest preference.
94C § 47
Excise taxes,
Bad checks, payment with, penalties, 60
§ 57A
In lieu of local property tax. 60B § 1 et seq.
Vessels in interstate, foreign trade, 59 § 8
Fines and penalties,
Controlled substances, 94C § 47
Excise tax,
Assessment. 60B § 4
Failure to file return within time limit.
60B§ 2
Payment with bad check. 60 § 57A
Forfeitures. Fines and penalties, generally,
ante
Harbors and Ports, generally, this index
Location, excise tax, 60B § 2
Notice, excise tax assessment and due date,
60B§ 4
Owners and ownership,
Taxation, date of determination. 59 § 18
Transferred, application for abatement of
excise tax, 60B § 2
Partnership vessels, taxation, 59 § 18
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Priorities and preferences, controlled sub-
stances violations, security interest. 94C
§ 47
Records and recordation, excise tax. transmis-
sion of documentation. 60B § 6
Schedules, valuation for purposes of computing
excise tax, 60B § 2
SHIPS
SHIPS AND SHIPPING—Cont'd
Security interest, controlled substances viola-
tions, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Taxable as personal estate, 59 § 4
Taxation, 59 § 18
Excise tax in lieu of local property tax, 60B
§ 1 et seq.
Bad checks, payment with, penalties, 60
§ 57A
Exemption, 59 § 5
Excise taxes, 60B § 3
Personal estate, 59 § 4
Place, 59 § 18
Vessels in interstate, foreign trade, 59 § 8
Time,
Excise tax, payment, 60B § 4
Return filed with assessors office, excise tax,
60B§ 2
Transfer, ownership, excise tax, application for
abatement, 60B § 2
Valuation, excise tax, 60B § 2
SHOES
Police, fire department, appropriations, 40
§ 6B
Shellfish constabulary, purchase by city or
town, 40 § 6B
SHORT TITLES
Popular Name Laws, generally, this index
SHRUBS AND SHRUBBERY
Community preservation property damage, ac-
tions and proceedings, 44B § 15
SHUT OFF
Gas and Electricity, this index
SICK LEAVE
City and town employees, 40 § 21A; 41
§ H1B
Regional school district employees, compensa-
tion, 71 § 42B
SICKNESS
Illness, generally, this index
SICKNESS INSURANCE
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
SIDEWALKS
Assessments,
Construction, 83 § 26
Lien, 83 §§ 27, 29
Construction, assessments, 83 § 26
Curbs, slanted curbing at crosswalks, 83 § 25
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Digging up, consent, 83 § 25
Establishment, 83 § 25
Fines and penalties. Ice and snow, post
Grade, 83 § 25
Ice and snow,
Appropriation for removal in towns, 40 § 7
Fines and penalties, removal, 40U § 1 et
seq.
Removal, 40 § 21
Fines and penalties, 40U § 1 et seq.
Town appropriation, 40 § 7
Lien, assessments, 83 §§ 27, 29
Municipal indebtedness, 44 § 7
Obstructions, 83 § 25
Reconstruction, 83 § 25
Assessments, 83 § 26
SIDEWALKS—Cont'd
Records, statement of location, 83 § 27
Removal. Ice and snow, ante
Road commissioners, powers, 41 § 64
School safety patrols, performance of duties
from curb, 71 § 48A
Slanted curbing, 83 § 25
Snow. Ice and snow, generally, ante
Tax assessments—special. Assessments, gener-
ally, ante
Town appropriation for removal of ice and
snow, 40 § 7
Villages and districts, 40 § 44
SIGN LANGUAGE
Schools and school districts, courses of study,
71 § 2B
SIGNATURES
City charters, petitions for adoption or revision,
Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
City clerk, facsimile, 41 § 18B
Constitution of Massachusetts, this index
Elections, this index
Facsimile Signature, generally, this index
Municipal bonds and notes, facsimile, 44 § 16A
Negotiable Instruments, this index
Tax collectors, warrants for refusal or neglect
to pay taxes, 60 § 29
SIGNS AND SIGNALS
School buses, members of safety patrol, 71
§ 48A
Snow or ice removal, motor vehicles impeding,
40 § 22D
SINKING FUND COMMISSIONERS
Generally, 41 § 44
SINKING FUNDS
Boston, transit or tunnel debts, 44 § 2
Municipal Finance, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
SITUATED
Definitions, tax assessments, 59 § 18
SLEEPING CAR CORPORATIONS
Employees, payment of wages, 149 § 148
SLEET
Ice and Snow, generally, this index
SLING SHOT
Weapons, generally, this index
SLUM CLEARANCE
Urban Renewal, generally, this index
SMALL BUSINESS
Taxation, class three property, small employers,
exemptions, 59 § 51
SMALL CLAIMS
Taxation, appeal and review, 58A § 7B
SMART GROWTH
Generally, 40R § 1 et seq.
School funds, costs, reimbursement, 40S § 1 et
seq.
SMART GROWTH ZONING DISTRICTS
Generally, 40R § 1 et seq.
Definitions, 40S § 1
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SMOKE
Air Pollution, generally, this index
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
SMOKELESS TOBACCO
School buildings and grounds, student use, 71
§ 2A
SMOKING
School buses, 71 § 37H
Schools and School Districts, this index
SMUDGE
Fire insurance. Insurance, this index
SNOW AND ICE
Ice and Snow, generally, this index
SOCIAL SERVICES
Foster homes,
Public schools, tuition reimbursement, 71
§ 71F
Regional school districts, reimbursements,
71 § 16D!4
Schools and school districts, tuition, deposit,
71 § 71F
Housing, urban center housing tax increment
financing plans, 40 § 60
Medical care and assistance, federal aid, cities
and towns, regional school districts, 44
§ 72
Motor vehicles, recipients, domicile and resi-
dence, 90 § 31
Support, tax exemptions, 59 § 5
SOCIAL STUDIES AWARDS
School purpose expenditures, 71 § 47
SOCIAL WORKERS
Certificates and certification, school social
workers, 71 § 38G
SOCIETIES
Associations and Societies, generally, this index
SOIL
Removal, regulation, towns, 40 § 21
SOLAR ENERGY
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81M
Tax exemption, system used for saving energy,
59 § 5
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS
Military Forces, generally, this index
SOLDIERS HOMES
Funds, public funds, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Public money or property, grants, appropria-
tion or use, Const. Amend. Art. 18
Taxation, reimbursement for loss of taxes on
lands used for public institutions, 58 § 13
SOLDIERS MEMORIAL TRUSTEES
Cities and towns, 41 § 105
SOLICITATION
Firemen, 41 § 98E
Police, 41 § 98E
SOLID WASTE
Bids and bidding,
Sealed competitive proposals, 30B § 6
Uniform procurement, application of law,
30B §§ 1, 13A
Board of public works, powers, 41 § 69D
STATE
SOLID WASTE—Cont'd
Bonds, municipal bonds, financing, 44 §§ 8,
28C
Burning, incinerators, municipal borrowing, 44
§§ 8, 28C
Bylaws, removal of vehicle parked near collec-
tion place, 40 § 21
Clean up, expenses, municipal finance, 44
§ 28C
Borrowing outside debt limits. 44 § 8
Composting facilities, municipal financing, 44
§ 28C
Borrowing outside debt limits. 44 § 8
Construction, municipal financing, disposal fa-
cilities, 44 §§ 8, 28C
Contracts,
Municipal!) owned disposal facilities, private
operation, 44 § 28C
Uniform procurement, application of law,
30B §§ 1, 13A
Debt obligations, municipal financing, 44 §§ 8,
28C
Disposal, 83 § 1 et seq.
Disposal facilities.
Cleanup, municipal financing, 44 §§ 8, 28C
Closure, municipal financing, 44 § 28C
Borrowing outside debt limits, 44 § 8
Construction or expansion, municipal financ-
ing, 44 §§ 8, 28C
Definitions, tax, 16 § 24A
Financing, municipalities, 44 § 28C
Borrowing outside debt limit, 44 § 8
Leases, municipally owned facilities, private
operation, 44 § 28C
Private facilities, taxation, 16 § 24A
State land used for, reimbursement of taxes
lost. 58 § 13
Taxation, 58 § 2
Transfer stations, exemption from solid
waste disposal tax. 16 § 24A
Expenses and expenditures, municipal financ-
ing, 44 §§ 8, 28C
Fees,
Municipal debt obligations, repayment, 44
§ 28C
Tax bills, notices, bills included, 60 § 3A
Fire prevention, 148 § 5
Hazardous Substances and Waste, generally.
this index
Incinerators, municipal borrowing, 44 §§ 8,
28C
Joint agreements, recycling program. 40 § 8H
Joint governmental operations. 40 § 4A
Landfills, generally, this index
Leases, disposal facilities, municipally owned.
44 § 28C
Motor vehicles, removal of illegally parked ve-
hicles, facilitating collection, town bylaws,
40 § 21
Nuisances, treatment facilities, 83 §§ 6. 7
Procurement, application of law, 30B §§ I, 13A
Public improvements and public works, pro-
prietary environmental technology systems,
bids, contracts, 149 § 44A
Recycling, generally, this index
Refuse transfer facilities, municipal finance, 44
§§ 8, 28C
Regional incinerator, indebtedness incurred by
cities and towns, 44 § 8
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44A et
seq.
Regional refuse disposal planning boards, 40
§§ 44B, 44C
SOLID WASTE—Cont'd
Resource recovery facilities, municipal financ-
ing;. 44 § 28C
Borrowing outside debt limits. 44 § 8
Separation, recyclable materials, 40 § 8H
Taxation,
Disposal facilities, 58 ij 2
Privately owned or operated disposal facili-
ties, 16 § 24A
Treatment, works. 83 § 5 et seq.
Uniform procurement, application of law; 30B
§§ 1, 13A
Water Pollution, generally, this index
SOUND BUSINESS PRACTICES
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
SOUTH SUDBURY WATERSHED
Watershed Management, generally, this index
SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT OF
THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
, INC.
Tax exemptions. 59 § 5
SPANISH WAR VETERANS
See, also. Veterans, generally, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
lax exemption, 59 § 5
SPAWN
Fish and Game, generally, this index
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this index
SPECIAL EDUCATION
Schools and School Districts, this index
SPECIAL FUELS
Contracts, increasing quantity of supplies. 30B
§ 13
Supplies, contracts increasing quantity. 30B
§ 13
SPECIAL LAWS
Cities and towns, charter adoption or revision,
el feet, Const. Amend. Art. 2, § 1 et seq.
Indebtedness, construction, 4 § 8
Liens, sewer, drain or sidewalk assessments, 83
§ 29
SPECIAL OR BETTERMENT ASSESS-
MENTS
fax Assessments Special, generally, tins index
SPECIFICATIONS
Plans and Specifications, generally, this index
SPENDTHRIFTS
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
SPILLS
Oil and Gas. this index
SPONSORS
Definitions, housing development incentive
program. 40V § 1
SPORTS
Athletics, generally, this index
SPOT POND RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
SPOUSE
Husband and Wife, generally, this index
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si UTILIZATION FUND
( Sties and towns, districts. 40 § SB
STANDARD EDUCATOR
Definitions, schoolteachers certification, 71
§ 38G
STANDARD EDUCATOR CERTIFICATE
Definitions, schoolteachers certification. 71
§ 38G
STANDARDS
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
STATE
Appeal to tax board, payment of costs, 58A
§ 12
Appropriations, generally, this index
Armed forces. Military Forces, generally, this
index
Assessments, final equalization and apportion-
ment, basis, 58 § 10C
Attorney General, generally, this index
Automobiles. Motor vehicles, generally, post
Bids and bidding,
Joint purchases with political divisions, 7
§ 22A
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Boards and Commissions, generally, this index
Buildings. State Buildings, generally, this in-
dex
Civil Service, generally, this index
Commissions. Boards and Commissions, gen-
erally, this index
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
Deeds and conveyances, preservation. 66 § 8
District Attorneys, generally, this index
Eminent Domain, generally, this index
Employees. State Officers and Employees,
generally, this index
Exemptions.
Motor vehicle excise tax. 60A § 1
Taxation, property, 59 § 5
Fire marshal. State Fire Marshal, generally,
this index
Foreign States, generally, this index
Forests. State Forests, generally, this index
Funds. State Treasury, generally, this index
rnmental unit thereof, definitions. 149
§ 44A
Governor, generally, this index
Hospitals, generally, this index
Improvement proceedings, lowland and
swamps, 252 § 4A
Lands. State Lands, generally, this index
Leases, taxation of buildings erected by lessee
of state property. 59 § 5
Lowland and swamps, improvements,
Authority. 252 § 4A
Petition. 252 § 4A
Meetings, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18 et seq.
Military Forces, generally, this index
Motor vehicles,
Excise tax exemption, 60A § 1
Impeding snow or ice removal, 40 § 22D
Removal, 40 § 221)
Municipal audits, payment of costs, 44 § 41
Officers and employees. State Officers and
Employees, generally, this index
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Original papers, preservation, 66 § 8
STATE
STATE—Cont'd
Penal institutions. Correctional Institutions,
generally, this index
Petitions, improvement of lowland and swamps,
252 § 4A
Police. State Police, generally, this index
Political Subdivisions, generally, this index
Prisons. Correctional Institutions, generally,
this index
Public Improvements and Public Works, gener-
ally, this index
Public schools, double sessions, 71 § 1
Purchases, joint purchasing with political subdi-
visions, 7 § 22A
Real estate. State Lands, generally, this index
Records and recordation, custody and preser-
vation, 66 § 6
Designated person, 66 § 6
Reimbursement, cities and towns, tax revenue
lost through tax exemption for blind per-
sons, 59 § 5
Secretary. State Secretary, generally, this in-
dex
Services, collective purchasing, 7 § 22A
State Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Taxation, generally, this index
Treasurer. State Treasurer, generally, this in-
dex
Waters and Watercourses, generally, this index
STATE AGENCIES
Capital asset management and maintenance di-
vision. Administration and Finance, Exec-
utive Office, this index
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Civil Service, generally, this index
Contracts, joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Emergency Medical Services, generally, this in-
dex
Joint contracts, 40 § 4A
Meetings, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18 et seq.
Motor vehicles. State, this index
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Schools and school districts, gifts or grants for
educational purposes, 71 § 37A
STATE AID
Attending school outside district, adjustments,
76 § 12B
Forest fires, towns, 40 § 1
1
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
Highways and Streets, this index
Indigent persons. Social Services, generally,
this index
Pari mutuel wagers, distributions to cities or
towns, 58 § 18D
Public ways. Highways and Streets, this index
Public welfare. Social Services, generally, this
index
Regional health districts. 111 § 27C
School building assistance program, 70B § 3C
School Funds, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Social Services, generally, this index
Streets. Highways and Streets, this index
Veterans, generally, this index
Vocational Education, this index
Ways. Highways and Streets, this index
STATE ARCHAEOLOGIST
City or town archaeological assets, 40 § 8D
STATE AUDITOR
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
STATE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Boards and Commissions, generally, this index
STATE BUILDING CODE
Civil infractions, 40 § 21D
STATE BUILDINGS
Construction contracts. Public Improvements
and Public Works, this index
Demolition, contracts, bids and bidding, 30
§ 39M
Repairs and maintenance, contracts, bids and
bidding, 30 § 39M
Taxation, structures erected on state forests,
parks and reservations, 59 § 5
STATE COLLEGES
Colleges and Universities, generally, this index
STATE COMMISSIONS AND COMMIS-
SIONERS
Boards and Commissions, generally, this index
STATE COMMITTEES
Committees, generally, this index
STATE CONSTITUTION
Constitution of Massachusetts, generally, this
index
STATE CONTRACTS
Construction contracts. Public Improvements
and Public Works, this index
Public works. 40 § 4D
STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
STATE DEPARTMENTS
Appropriations, generally, this index
Attorney General, generally, this index
Civil Service, generally, this index
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
Construction contracts. Public Improvements
and Public Works, this index
Corporations and Taxation Department, gener-
ally, this index
Correction Department, generally, this index
Elementary and Secondary Education Depart-
ment, generally, this index
Meetings, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18 et seq.
Motor vehicles. State, this index
Officers and employees. State Officers and
Employees, generally, this index
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Public Safety Department, generally, this index
Recreation. Conservation and Recreation De-
partment, generally, this index
Secretary. State Secretary, generally, this in-
dex
State Secretary, generally, this index
Treasurer. State Treasurer, generally, this in-
dex
STATE FARM
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
STATE FINANCE
Administration and Finance, Executive Office,
generally, this index
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STATE FINANCE—Cont'd
Appropriations, generally, this index
Construction contracts. Public Improvements
and Public Works, this index
General fund. State Treasury, this index
School aid, purpose, 70 § 1
State Treasury, generally, this index
STATE FIRE MARSHAL
Abatement of rubbish, proceeding, 148 § 5
Conditions likely to cause fire, existence, inves-
tigation, 148 § 5
Entry on premises, 148 § 5
Expense, rubbish removal, 148 § 5
Liens, rubbish removal expense, 148 § 5
Notice, refuse abatement order, 148 § 5
Obstacles, ingress or egress from premises, 148
§ 5
Orders, abatement, fire causing conditions, 148
§ 5
Penalties. Fines and Penalties, generally, this
index
Remedying fire hazard, 148 § 5
STATE FIRE WARDENS
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
STATE FORESTER
Definitions, statutory construction, 4 § 7
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
State Forests, generally, this index
STATE FORESTS
Exemption from taxation, state buildings erect-
ed on, 59 § 5
Forest products trust fund, 58 § 17C
Taxation,
Reimbursement for loss of taxes on land
used for recreational or conservation
purposes, 58 § 13
Structures erected on land, 59 § 5
Valuation of land, reimbursement of taxes, 58
§ 13
STATE FUNDS
State Treasury, generally, this index
STATE HOSPITALS
Mentally 111 Persons, generally, this index
STATE INSTITUTIONS
Civil Service, generally, this index
STATE LANDS
See, also, Public Lands, generally, this index
Acquisition, valuation for taxation, 58 § 15
Cities and towns, valuation, taxation, reim-
bursement, 58 § 13 et seq.
Counties, valuation, taxation, reimbursement,
58 § 13 et seq.
Exemption from taxation, 59 § 5
Forest lands, reduction of assessed valuation,
58 § 15
Reimbursement of towns, in lieu of taxes, 58
§ 17
Tax exemptions, public purpose, 59 § 2B
Taxation,
Exemption of certain lands from local taxa-
tion, 58 § 15A
Nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Time, acquisition, valuation for taxation, 58
§ 15
Valuation, cities and towns, reimbursement, 58
§ 13 et seq.
STATE
STATE LIBRARY
Town report, copy forwarded, 40 § 50
STATE LOTTERY COMMISSION
Collective bargaining agreements, 150E § 7
STATE MILITARY OR NAVAL RESERVA-
TIONS
Valuation of land, reimbursement of taxes, cit-
ies and towns, 58 § 13
STATE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
Accident and health insurance, independent
health agencies, payroll deductions, 180
§ 17F
Attorney General, generally, this index
Casual employees, payment of wages, 149
§ 148
Civil Service, generally, this index
Collective bargaining, service fees, collective
bargaining agencies, payroll deductions,
180 § 17G
Colleges and universities, fundraising, payroll
deductions, 180 § I7B
Compensation and salaries,
Deductions,
Bargaining agent, insurance or employee
benefits, 180 § 17J
Collective bargaining, agency fees, 180
§ 17G
Community chest or united fund, colleges
and universities, 180 § 17B
Employee organization insurance and
benefits, 180 § 17J
Independent health agencies, 180 § 17F
Payment of cost of periodic pass for pub-
lic transportation, 180 § 17H
Qualified state tuition programs, 180
§ 17L
Service fees, collective bargaining agen-
cies, payroll deduction, 180 § 17G
Union dues, 180 § 17A
Laborers and mechanics, 149 § 148
Union dues, deductions. 180 § 17A
Confidential or privileged information, home
addresses, telephone numbers, family in-
formation, disclosure, 66 § 10
Contracts, deferred compensation program, 29
§ 64B
Deductions. Compensation and salaries, ante
Discrimination In Employment, generally, this
index
Elections, political committees, compensation
and salaries, deductions. 180 § 17J
Family, information, disclosure. 66 § 10
Governor, generally, this index
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Independent health agencies, payroll deduc-
tions, 180 § 17F
Labor organizations, dues, payroll deductions,
180 § 17A
Open meetings, executive sessions, 30A § 21
Payments to treasurer, statement, 41 § 54
Police. State Police, generally, this index
Political education committees, compensation
and salaries, deductions, 180 § 17J
Qualified state tuition programs, payroll deduc-
tion. 180 § 17L
Reports,
Preservation, 66 § 8
Town, taxable property, 58 § 3
Retirement and Pensions, generally, this index
STATE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
—Cont'd
Salaries. Compensation and salaries, general-
ly, ante
Secretary of state. State Secretary, generally,
this index
State Secretary, generally, this index
State Treasurer, generally, this index
Statements, federal tax deducted and withheld,
58 § 28B
Treasurer. State Treasurer, generally, this in-
dex
Union dues, deduction from payroll. 180 8 17A
Withholding amounts from compensation re-
quired by Internal Revenue Code, 58
§ 28A
STATE PARKS
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
Taxation of structures erected on land, 59 § 5
STATE POLICE
Accident reports, fees, copies, 66 § 10
Arrest, generally, this index
Attorneys, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Career incentive pay program, 41 § 108L
Colleges and universities, career incentive pay
program, 41 § 108L
Compensation and salaries, career incentive
pay program, 41 § 108L
Confidential or privileged information, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Copies, records, fees, 66 § 10
Detective branch, career incentive pay pro-
gram, 41 § 108L
Education, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Fees, records, copies, 66 § 10
I ish and Game Law enforcement. Fish and
Game, generally, this index
Forfeited property, disposition, 94C § 47
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Incentive pay program. 41 § 108L
Insurance reports, fees, copies, 66 § 10
Law schools, career incentive pay program, 41
§ 108L
Lockups, accessible, 40 § 37
Motor vehicles, weighers and measurers, ap-
pointment, 41 § 87A
Records and recordation,
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Fees, copies, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Reports, fees, copies, 66 § 10
State Officers and Employees, generally, this
index
Suicide, training in prevention, 40 § 36C
Training,
Career incentive pay program, 41 § 108L
Suicide prevention. 40 § 36C
STATE PRISONS
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
STATE PUBLIC PROCUREMENT UNIT
Definitions, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
STATE RECREATION AREAS
Conservation programs for cities and towns,
132A§ 11
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STATE RECREATION AREAS—Cont'd
Program to assist cities and towns, 132A § 1
1
STATE RESERVATIONS
Real property, tax exemption, 59 § 5
STATE SCHOOL AID
School Funds, this index
STATE SCHOOL CHOICE LIMIT
Definitions, schools, attendance, 76 § 12B
STATE SECRETARY
Certificate of appointment or election filed
with. 41 § 19A
Cities and towns, salary ordinances, filing with,
39 § 6A
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
STATE TAX COMMISSION
Tax Commission, generally, this index
STATE TREASURER
Checks, bid deposits, public contracts. 30
§ 39M
City treasurers, notice, assessments and charges
due state, 59 § 20
Notice, city and town treasurers, assessments
and charges due state. 59 § 20
State Treasury, generally, this index
Town treasurers, assessments and charges due
state, notice. 59 § 20
STATE TREASURY
Aid to the elderly and disabled taxation funds,
cities and towns, 60 § 3D
Bonds, union dues, deductions from salary, 180
§ 17A
Cigarette tax, certification for payment of pro-
ceeds, 58 § 25B
Community preservation trust fund. 44B § 9
Deduction from tax distribution to cities and
towns of amount due state, 58 § 20A
Deductions from moneys due cities and towns
from stale. 59 § 20
Deposits,
Community preservation trust fund. 44B § 9
Deposits in trust, taxation. 58 § 28
Educational television program fund, 71
§ 13H
Disbursements, community preservation trust
fund. 44B § 9
Districts, amounts due or overdue on bonds, 44
§ 19A
Emergency appropriations, approval, 44 § 8
Expenses and expenditures, community preser-
vation trust fund. 44B § 9
Facsimile signatures to checks. 107 § 45A
Forest products trust fund, 58 § 17C
General fund,
Cities and towns, distribution.
Amount due, determination and payment,
58 § 25
Annual estimate, amount due. 58 § 25A
Certification. 58 § 18F
Deductions from sums payable, 58 § 20A
Schools and school districts.
Annual estimate, amount due, 58 § 25A
Deductions from sums payable, 58 § 20A
Distribution, determination of payment,
58 § 25
Investigations, municipal affairs, 44 § 46A
Investments, community preservation trust
fund, 44B § 9
STATE
STATE TREASURY—Cont'd
Massachusetts community preservation trust
fund, 44B § 9
Municipal audits, payment and collection, 44
§ 41
Municipal finance, amounts due or overdue on
bonds, 44 § 19A
Regional school district, reimbursement of
transportation expenses, 71 § 16C
Schools and school districts, amounts due or
overdue on regional district bonds, pay-
ments from state treasury, 44 § 19A
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Union dues, deductions from salary by, 180
S 17A
Weekly wage payments, exemptions, powers,
149 § 148
STATIONS
Railroads, this index
STATISTICS
Percent of nonwhite pupils, plan, elimination of
racial imbalance, 71 § 37D
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS
Limitation of Actions, generally, this index
STATUTES
See, also,
Ordinances, generally, this index
Popular Name Laws, generally, this index
Acceptance,
Cities and towns, 4 § 4
Districts, 4 § 4
Eight hour day, forty hour week, cities and
towns, 149 § 33B
Forty hour week, cities and towns, 149
§ 33A
Schools, adult education, summer school,
property use, 71 § 71
E
Acknowledgments, constructions, 4 § 6
Cities and towns,
Acceptance, 4 § 4
Forty hour work week, acceptance, 149
§ 33A
Imposing direct service or cost obligations,
acceptance or rejection, revocation of
acceptance, 4 § 4B
Meaning in construing statute, 4 § 7
Rescission, 4 § 4B
Revocation of acceptance, 4 § 4A
City council action,
Compliance with requirements of statutes, 4
§ 6
Construction, 4 § 6
City or town indebtedness for specified pur-
pose, application, 4 § 8
Construction,
Meaning of words, 4 § 7
Rules, 4 § 6
Special Act authorizing indebtedness of city,
town or district, 4 § 8
Statutory terms, 4 § 7
Definitions of statutory terms, 4 § 7
Districts, acceptance, 4 § 4
Gender, construction, 4 § 6
Joint authority, construction, 4 § 6
Last day to perform act falling on Sunday or
holiday, 4 § 9
Legal holiday, performance of act on day after.
4§ 9
Masculine gender, constructions, 4 § 6
Meaning of words used, 4 § 7
STATUTES—Cont'd
Mode of acceptance by city, town or district, 4
§ 4
Oath or acknowledgment, construction, 4 §§ 6,
7
Optional laws, imposing direct service or cost
obligations on cities or towns, revocation
of acceptance, 4 § 4B
Payment date falling on Sunday or holiday. 4
§ 9
Performance date on Sunday or holiday, 4 § 9
Previous statute, repeal not reviving, 4 § 6
Publication, newspapers, 4 § 6
Registered mail, construction, 4 § 7
Repeals, effect, 4 § 6
Rescission, cities and towns, 4 § 4B
Rules of construction, 4 § 6
Severability, 4 § 6
Special Laws, generally, this index
Sunday, performance of act on day after, 4 § 9
Tender of payment, authorized or required
date falling on Sunday or holiday, 4 § 9
United States, this index
Words and phrases, construction, 4 §§ 6, 7
STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS
Limitation of Actions, generally, this index
STATUTORY NOTICE THIRD PARTY
Definitions, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
STEAM
Liens and encumbrances, municipal lighting
plant, nonpayment for service, 164 § 58B
et seq.
Shutoff, nonpayment, liens, 164 § 58C
STEAM BOILERS AND ENGINES
Authorization, 40 § 43
STEPCHILDREN AND STEPPARENTS
Student in ill health, sent home, board of
health notified, 71 § 55A
STICKLEBACKS
Fish and Game, generally, this index
STICKS
Fire menace, removal, 148 § 5
STILLETTO
Weapons, generally, this index
STIMULANT SUBSTANCES
Schools, instruction as to effects, 71 § 1
STOCK
Animals, generally, this index
STONE WALLS
Scenic roads, cities and towns, 40 § 15C
STOP AND FRISK ACT
Generally, 41 § 98
STOP PAYMENT ORDERS
Abandoned or unclaimed property, cities and
towns, districts, 200A § 9A
STORAGE
See, also, Warehouses and Warehousemen,
generally, this index
Combustibles. Fires and Fire Protection, gen-
erally, this index
Data processing center, cities and towns, 41
§ 23D
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STORAGE—Cont'd
Motor Vehicles, this index
School student records, regulations. 71 § 34D
Taxation, personal property stored in original
packages, effect, 59 § 2
STORM SEWERS
Generally, 83 § 1 et seq.
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
STORMS
Damage, wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Municipal finance, incurring liabilities in excess
of appropriation, 44 § 31
Work clothes for city or town employees,
stormy weather, 40 §§ 6J, 6L
STORMWATER
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
STREAMS
Rivers and Streams, generally, this index
STREET LIGHTING
Poles and overhead structures, Subdivision
Control Law, 41 § 81Q
STREET RAILWAYS
Bonds, taxable as personal estate, 59 § 4
Taxation, bonds, personal estate, 59 § 4
Transportation areas,
Accounts, examination by tax commission,
58 § 25B
Books and papers, examination by tax com-
mission, 58 § 25B
STREET SUPERINTENDENTS
Superintendent of streets. Highways and
Streets, this index
STREETS
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
STRIKES
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, this
index
STRING
Fire prevention, 148 § 5
STRUCTURES
Bridges. Highways and Streets, this index
Buildings, generally, this index
Fences, generally, this index
Forests and forestry, taxation, 61 § 2
STUDENT NURSES
Nurses and Nursing, generally, this index
STUDENTS
Colleges and Universities, generally, this index
Definitions, freedom of expression in public
secondary schools, 71 § 82
Driver education courses, age, 71 § 13D
Private schools, ceasing operations, transcripts
transfers, 71 § 34G
Records, private school ceasing operations, rec-
ords transfer, 71 § 34G
Schools and School Districts, generally, this
index
STUDIES
School employees, leave of absence for study
purposes, 71 § 41A
Teachers, leave of absence, 71 § 41A
SUBDIVISIONS
STUMPAGE
Forests and forestry, taxation, municipalities,
watershed land located in another munici-
pality, 59 §§ 5D, 5F
SUBDIVISION CONTROL LAW
Generally, 41 § 81K et seq.
Acceptance by municipalities, 41 § 81N
Access to lots. 41 § 81M
Advertisements, hearings, notice, 41 § 81T
Affordable housing, smart growth, 40R § I et
seq.
Alternate security, construction of ways and
installation of utilities, 41 § 81U
Amendment of plan, notice, recording, 41
§ 81X
Appeal and review, 41 § 81 BB
Hearings. 41 § 81AA
Jurisdiction, 41 §§ 81E, 81Z
Oaths and affirmation, 41 § 81AA
Production of papers, 41 § 81AA
Witnesses, 41 § 81AA
Appeal board,
Absence of member, designation of associate
to sit, 41 § 81F
Appointment, 41 § 81Z
Associate members. 41 § 81Z
Hearings, 41 § 81AA
Meetings, 41 § 81AA
Membership, 41 § 81Z
Oath, administer, 41 § 81AA
Ordinance or bylaw, 41 § 81Z
Removal from office, 41 § 81Z
Rules and regulations, 41 § 81AA
Statement, law in effect, 41 § 81EE
Term of office, 41 § 81Z
Vacancy in office, 41 § 81Z
Applicant, definitions. 41 § 81L
Approval or disapproval. 41 §§ 81U, 81V
Hearing, 41 § 81T
Modified or rescinded, 41 § 81W
Preliminary plan, 41 § 81S
Bonds, security to construct ways and install
municipal services, 41 § 81U
Building permit, 41 § 81V
Jurisdictional § 81Z
Certificates,
Approval or disapproval of plans, 41 § 81U
Indorsement on plan, 41 § 81X
Certified or registered mail, 41 § 81L
Notice,
Approval or disapproval of plan, 41
§§ 81S, 81U
Submission of preliminary plan by, 41
§ 81S
Submission of plans, 41 § 810
Citation, 41 § 81K
City council, effect on powers, 41 § 81DD
Conditions, approval of plans. 41 § 81U
Contracts, lenders retention of funds to secure
ways construction and municipal services
installation, 41 § 81U
Convenience, purpose of law, 41 § 81M
Covenants, secure construction of ways and
installation of municipal services, 41
§ 81U
Damages, noncompliance, 41 § 81Y
Default funds, expenditure, 41 § 81U
Definitions, 41 § 81L
Definitive plans, filing, 41 § 81U
Deposits, secure construction of ways and in-
stallation of municipal services, 41 § 81U
Disapproval of plan. Approval or disapproval,
generally, ante
SUBDIVISION CONTROL LAW—Cont'd
Easement, turnaround, termination, 41 § 81Q
Emergencies, purpose of law, 41 § 81
M
Endorsement of plan, 41 § 81V
Conclusiveness, 41 § 81
X
Entry upon land. 41 § 81CC
Evidence, law in effect, 41 § 81EE
Expenses and expenditures, approval of plan,
41 § 81P
Extension of time for approval or disapproval
of plans, 41 § 81U
Exterior lines of way, 41 § 81J
Damages, 41 § 81
J
Failure of board to act, 41 § 81P
Findings, disapproval of plans, 41 § 81U
Frontage of lot, 41 § 810
Health, boards of,
Filing copies of plan with, 41 § 81U
Preliminary plan, submission to, 41 § 81S
Report to person submitting plan, 41 § 81
U
Hearing,
Approval or modification of plans, 41 § 81T
Rules and regulations, adoption. 41 § 81Q
Highways and streets, purpose of law, 41
§ 81M
Injunction, 41 § 81Y
Jurisdiction, 41 § 81Y
Land court. 41 § 81FF
Land court, jurisdiction, 41 § 81FF
Legislative purpose, 41 § 81M
Limitation of actions, 41 § 81Y
Modification of plan, 41 §§ 81U, 81W
Hearing, 41 § 811
Notice, recording, 41 § 81X
Motor vehicles, purpose of law, 41 § 81M
Municipal lien certificates, proposed plans, re-
cording, 60 § 23
Municipal services, 41 § 81Y
Prerequisite to approval of plans, 41 § 81U
Nonresidential subdivisions,
Approval, disapproval of plans, 41 § 81
U
Preliminary plans, submission, 41 § 81S
Notice,
Approval or disapproval of plans, 41 § 81
U
Recording of planning board notice, 41
§ 81X
Certified mail,
Approval or disapproval of plans, 41
§§ 81S, 81U
Submission of preliminary plan, 41 § 81
S
Hearings,
Approval or modification of plans, 41
§ 81T
Construction, 41 § 81AA
Plan requires approval, 41 § 81P
Preliminary plan, submission, 41 § 81S
Rules and regulations, adoption, 41 § 81Q
Submission of plan for approval, 41 § 8 IT
Parks, necessity of plans to show, 41 § 81U
Planning boards,
Notice, failure of construction to comply
with rules, 41 § 81U
Previous board, 41 § 81GG
Rules and regulations, 41 § 81Q
Submission of plans to, 41 § 81U
Time to declare approval of plan necessary,
41 § 81P
Playgrounds, necessity of plans to show, 41
§ 81U
Posting, notice of hearing on plans, 41 § 81T
Preliminary plans, 41 § 81S
Definitions, 41 § 81L
Private ways, public use, 41 § 81G
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SUBDIVISION CONTROL LAW—Cont'd
Proposed plans, recording, municipal lien cer-
tificates, 60 § 23
Public ways, 41 § 81Y
Purpose of law, 41 § 81M
Records and recordation.
Approval of subdivision plan, notice of mod-
ification, amendment or rescission, 41
§ 81X
Plan, 41 § 81X
Previous recording, 41 § 81 FF
Register of deeds, 41 § 811.
Tentative plan, 41 § 81S
Recreational areas, necessity of plans to show,
41 § 81U
Register of deeds, preliminary plan, recording,
41 § 81S
Registered and unregistered land, application
on, 41 § 81FF
Registered mail. Certified or registered mail,
generally, ante
Registration of plan, 41 § 81
X
Release from covenants, security for construc-
tion of ways and installation ol utilities, 41
§ 81U
Reports, approval or disapproval of plans by
health boards, 41 § 81U
Rescission, approval of plan, recording of no-
tice, 41 § 81X
Review. Appeal and review, generally, ante
Rules and regulations, 41 § 81Q
Certified copy, 41 § 81EE
Preliminary plan, 41 § 81Q
Waiver of compliance, 41 § 81R
Safety, purpose of law, 41 § 81
M
Security, construct ways and install municipal
services, 41 § 81
U
Selectmen, effect on powers. 41 § 81DD
Sewerage and drainage, purpose of law, 41
§ 81M
Smart growth. 40R § 1 et seq.
School funds, costs, reimbursement. 40S § 1
et seq.
Solar energy systems. 41 §§ 81.V1, 81Q
Statement, law in effect, 41 § 81EE
Subdivision, definitions, 41 § 81
L
Submission of plan, 41 §§ 810, 81P, 81U
Notice, 41 § 81T
Superior court, jurisdiction, 41 § 81Y
Territory affected, 41 § 81N
Time.
Approval of plan, 41 § 81P
Extension, approval or disapproval of plans,
41 § 81U
Turnaround, way not connecting with another
way. 41 § 81Q
Underground distribution system, utilities
sources. 41 § 81
Q
Waiver of compliance. 41 § 81R
Water, purpose of law. 41 § 81M
Welfare, purpose of law, 41 § 81
M
Zoning, purpose of law. 41 § 81.M
SUBDIVISION PLANS
Recording, municipal lien certificates. 60 § 23
SUBDIVISIONS
Definitions, Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81L
Political Subdivisions, generally, this index
Smart growth, 40R $ 1 et seq.
School funds, costs, reimbursement, 40S § 1
et seq.
Subdivision Control Law, generally, this index
SUBMACHINE
SUBMACHINE GUNS
Weapons, generally, this index
SUBMERGED AND OVERFLOWED LANDS
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM
Production of Books and Papers, generally, this
index
SUBPOENAS
See, also, Process, generally, this index
Open meetings, investigations and investiga-
tors, 30A § 24
Production of Books and Papers, generally, this
index
SUBSCRIBERS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS
Definitions, public officers and employees,
group insurance, 32B § 19
SUBSEQUENT INDIVIDUAL TAXPAYER
RECEIVABLE
Definitions, transfers, 60 § 2C
SUBSTANTIAL REHABILITATION
Definitions, housing development incentive
program, 40V § 1
SUBSTANTIALLY REHABILITATED
Definitions, housing development incentive
program, 40V § 1
SUCCESSION
Descent and Distribution, generally, this index
SUDBURY RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
SUFFOLK COUNTY
See, also, Counties, generally, this index
Appellate tax board, entry of appeal, 58A § 13
Bunker Hill Day, holidays, 4 § 7
Evacuation Day, holidays, 4 § 7
Holidays, 4 § 7
Legal holidays, 4 § 7
Schools, excess in dog funds, 140 § 172
Taxation, regulation, 35 § 30
SUFFRAGE
School teachers, right not restricted, 71 § 44
SUICIDE
Lockup detainees, 40 § 36A et seq.
SUITS
Actions and Proceedings, generally, this index
SUMMER SCHOOLS
Schools and School Districts, this index
SUMMONS
See, also, Process, generally, this index
Cigarette excise proceeds, investigations, allo-
cations to transportation authorities, com-
mon carriers, 58 § 25B
SUNDAY
Constables, enforcement, 41 § 94
Contracts, payment day falling on, 4 § 9
Holidays,
Falling on Sunday, effect, 4 § 7
Police, additional pay or day off, 147 § 17A
Performance of acts on day after, 4 § 9
Police, this index
Warehouses and Warehousemen, this index
SUPERHIGHWAYS
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
SUPERINTENDENCE DISTRICT
Towns within district, employment of school
physician and nurse, 71 § 53B
SUPERINTENDENCY UNION
High schools, standards of conduct, 71 § 4
Towns within union, employment of school
physician and nurse, 71 § 53B
SUPERINTENDENT OF STREETS
Highways and Streets, this index
SUPERINTENDENTS
Police, compensation, 48 § 57G
Public works, appointment, compensation, 41
§ 69E
Schools and School Districts, this index
SUPERIOR COURT
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
Criminal procedure. Crimes and Offenses,
generally, this index
Definitions, 4 § 7
Discrimination, racial imbalance, public
schools, jurisdiction, 71 § 37D
Injunctions, generally, this index
Jurisdiction,
Neglect or refusal to furnish school tran-
script of records, 71 § 34B
Planning boards, 41 § 8 IB
Racial imbalance, public schools, 71 § 37D
Sewer use injunction, 83 § 13
Justices,
Confidential or privileged information, fami-
lies, disclosure, 66 § 10
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Planning board, jurisdiction, 41 § 81B
Police, indemnification for injuries, 41 § 100
Racial imbalance, public schools, jurisdiction,
71 § 37D
Records and recordation, compelling delivery
to custodian, 66 § 13
Sanitary code, jurisdiction to enforce, 111
§ 127B
School discrimination, racial imbalance, juris-
diction, 71 § 37D
School records, jurisdiction on neglect or refus-
al to furnish, 71 § 34B
Schools, order to cities and towns to support,
71 § 34
Subdivision Control Law, jurisdiction, 41 § 81Y
SUPERSEDEAS OR STAY
Collection of taxes, appeal to appellate tax
board, 58A § 6
Open meetings, appeal and review, orders, 30A
§ 23
SUPERVISORS
Assessors, inspection of lists furnished asses-
sors, 59 § 32
Compensation and salaries, determination, 71
§ 53A
Records and Recordation, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
SUPPLEMENTARY PROCEEDINGS
Taxation, examination of taxpayer imprisoned
for nonpayment of tax, 60 § 31
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SUPPORT
Indigent persons. Social Services, this index
Public welfare. Social Services, this index
Social Services, this index
SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
Costs, appeal from appellate tax board, 58A
§ 13
Discrimination, racial imbalance, public
schools, jurisdiction, 71 § 37D
Dismissal of appeal, appellate tax board, 58A
§ 13
Injunctions, generally, this index
Jurisdiction,
Racial imbalance, public schools, 71 § 37D
Sewer use injunction, 83 § 13
Justices,
Confidential or privileged information, fami-
lies, disclosure, 66 § 10
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Home addresses, telephone numbers, family
information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Racial imbalance, public schools, jurisdiction,
71 § 37D
Record on appeal from appellate tax board,
58A§ 13
Review. Appeal and Review, generally, this
index
School discrimination, racial imbalance, juris-
diction, 71 § 37D
Taxation, foreclosure of redemption, 60 § 72
SURCHARGES
Cities and towns, real estate surcharge, Com-
munity Preservation Act, 44B § 3 et seq.
SURETIES AND SURETYSHIP
Bonds (Officers and Fiduciaries), generally,
this index
List of itemized real and personal property
interest, assessments, 59 § 29
Municipal lighting plants, bond of manager,
164 § 56
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
SURETY BONDS
Bonds (Officers and Fiduciaries), generally,
this index
SURFACE WATERS
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
Waste water treatment facility, 83 § 1
Waters and Watercourses, generally, this index
SURGEONS
Physicians and Surgeons, generally, this index
SURGERY
Physicians and Surgeons, generally, this index
SURGICAL INSURANCE
Accident and health insurance. Insurance, this
index
SURRENDER
Deed by purchaser without claim upon proper-
ty, 60 § 46
SURVEY BOARD
Cities and Towns, this index
TAX
SURVEYS AND SURVEYORS
Agricultural land, taxation, residential, industri-
al or commercial use, conversion, 61A
§ 14
Board of survey, 41 § 73 et seq.
Highway Surveyors, generally, this index
Recreational land, taxation, conversion, resi-
dential, industrial or commercial use, 61B
§ 9
Sewers and drains, 83 8 1 et seq.
Water supply, towns, 40 § 391)
SURVIVAL OF ACTIONS
Abatement and Revival, generally, this index
SURVIVING SPOUSE
Betterment assessments, deferral and recovery
agreements. 80 § 13B
Paraplegic veterans, reimbursement of city or
town abating tax, 58 § 8A
Real estate, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax assessments—special, deferral and recov-
ery agreements, 80 § 13B
Tax exemption, real estate, 59 § 5
SWAMPS
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
SWIMMING POOLS
Beach districts, 40 § 12B et seq.
Cities and towns, defraying costs, 40 § 5F
Conservation and Recreation Department.
generally, this index
Municipal borrowing, 44 § 7
SWINE
See, also, Animals, generally, this index
Taxation,
Excise tax, 59 § 8A
Exemption, 59 § 5
SWITCHBLADE KND7ES
Weapons, generally, this index
SWORD CANE
Weapons, generally, this index
SWORDS
Weapons, generally, this index
SYNAGOGUES
Official residences, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax exemption, rabbi residence, 59 § 5
TABLETS
Drugs and Medicine, generally, this index
TAGS AND TAGGING
Brands, Marks and Labels, generally, this index
Cities and towns, fines and penalties, viola-
tions, notice, 40U § 8 et seq.
TAKING PROPERTY
Eminent Domain, generally, this index
TAMPERING
Parking violation notice, penalty, 90 § 20D
TANGIBLE PROPERTY
Property in another state owned by inhabitant
of this state, exemption, 59 § 5
TAPE AND SOUND RECORDING
Controlled Substances Act violations, data for-
feitures, 94C § 47
Open meetings, 30A § 20
TAVERNS AND SALOONS
Taxation, refusal of keeper to give names ol
persons liable to tax, 59 § 92
TAX
Definitions, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
TAX ASSESSMENTS
Abatement, 58 § 8; 58A § 12C
Evidence, valuation. 58A § 12C
Military forces, active duty, 59 § 5
Obvious clerical error. 58 § 8
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Actual fair cash valuation determinations, mini-
mum standards, guidelines, 58 § 1
Additional assessments,
Agricultural lands, 61A § 7
Different valuation.
Pipelines, 59 § 38A
Telegraph and telephone company prop-
erty, 59 § 39
Addresses, affidavits. 59 § 57D
Administration of tax assessment laws, mini-
mum standards, guidelines, 58 § 1
Affidavits, addresses, 59 § 57D
Aged Persons, this index
Agents, address affidavits, nonresidents, ap-
pointment, 59 § 57D
Agricultural lands. 61A § 1 et seq.
Aircraft, apportionment. 59 § 18
Aircraft frames, engines, avionics, 59 § 18
Amount of annual assessment, 59 § 23
Appeal and review, 58A § 7 et seq.
Costs, 58A§ 12A
Disallowance of application for valuation,
assessment of taxation of agricultural or
horticultural land, 61A § 9
Evidence. 58A § 12C
Valuation information, failure to furnish, 59
§ 38F
Application for valuation of agricultural and
horticultural land, 61A § 4 et seq.
Apportionment, transportation equipment, 59
§ 18
Appraisals and appraisers,
Experts, indebtedness. 44 § 7
Manuals, 58 § 3
Private firms or individuals, 58 § 1A
Technical services, 58 § 4B
Approval by commissioner, 59 § 23
Assignment, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Auctions, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Average valuation, municipalities and districts.
exempt property, 59 §§ 5E, 5F
Boats and boating, excise taxes in lieu of local
property tax, 60B § 2
Books open to public, 59 § 43
Buildings leased by United States, 59 § 3B
Bulk tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Cable television, telecommunications compa-
nies, personal property, 59 § 18
Capital outlay expenditures, cities and towns.
voter approval, 59 § 21C
Certificates and certification, development dis-
tricts, cities and towns, captured assessed
value, 40Q § 3
Change of address, owner, notice, 59 § 57D
Charges and assessments, state treasurer re-
quired to send warrant. 59 § 21
Checkoff, educational financial aid, 60 § 3C
Child care facilities, classification of property,
59 § 3F
Classification of property, real property, 59
§ 2A
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TAX ASSESSMENTS—Cont'd
Classification of property, real property
—Cont'd
Cooperative agreements, cities and towns. 41
§ 30B
Day care centers and services, 59 § 3F
Disproportionate assessments, damages, 58A
§ 14
Enforcement, laws, 58 § 1A
Local levy, 40 § 56
Minimum standards, guidelines, 58 § 1
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Clerical errors, abatement. 58 § 8
Cluster developments. 59 § 11
Commercial property, classification, 59 § 2A
Comparable sales, evaluation of property, 59
§ 52B
Computation,
Limitations, local taxes, 59 § 21D
Minimum residential factor. 58 § 1A
( ondominiums, 183A § 14
Confidential or privileged information, address-
es, affidavits, 59 § 57D
Conservation restrictions, real estate, 59 § 11
Contingent appropriation pending voter ap-
proval, capital outlay expenditures, 59
§ 21(
Continuing environmental cleanup, abatement
agreement negotiation and approval, ordi-
nances or bylaws, 59 § 59A
Contracts, appraisal or reappraisal services, pri-
vate firms, 58 § 1A
Cooperative agreements, cities and towns. 41
§ 30B
County tuberculosis hospital land, 58 § 17A
Damages, disproportionate assessments, 58A
§ 14
Data processing, public access to terminals, 59
§ 52C
Day care centers and services, classification of
property, 59 § 3F
Debt for railroad subscription included, 59
§ 24
Decedent, sale ol real estate, estates, doubtful
or unascertained title, 59 § 12E
Deductions from amounts required to be as-
sessed. 59 § 23
Delinquencies, tax bills, notice, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Development districts, cities and towns. 40Q
§ 1 et seq.
Discounts, early payment, 59 § 58
Disproportionate assessments, damages, 58A
§ 14
Doubtful or unascertained title, decedents es-
tates, 59 § 12E
Duties of assessors, 59 § 21
Enforcement of assessment laws, 58 § 1A
Engineering services, record keeping systems
installation, 58 § 4B
Enterprise funds, 44 § 53Ffe
Estates, decedents, doubtful or unascertained
title, 59 § 12E
Evidence,
Appeals, 58A§ 12C
Assessed value, hearing, 58A § 12B
Valuation, 58A § 12C
Expenses and expenditures, professional engi-
neering and technical services, payment,
58 § 4C
Expert appraisals, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Fair cash valuation determination, minimum
standards, guidelines, 58 § 1
Fees, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
TAX
TAX ASSESSMENTS—Cont'd
Final equalization and apportionment, basis. 58
§ IOC
Fines and penalties,
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Failure to supply information necessary for
valuation, 59 § 38D
Military forces, deferral, 59 § 5L
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Forms, 58 § 3; 60 § 105
Fraud, appeal and review, 59 § 38F
Guidelines, minimum standards of assessment
performance, 58 § 1
Health care claims trust funds, deficits, rates
and charges, 32B § 3A
Heir, action for recovery of taxes paid, 60 § 98
Historic residential properties, rehabilitation,
special assessment, phase in, 59 § 5J
Horticultural land. 61A § 1 et seq.
Illegal assessment, 59 § 82
Recovery by person whose taxes paid by
another, 60 § 60
Individual tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Industrial or manufacturing property, classifica-
tion, 59 § 2A
Information provided by local assessors, 58
§ 1A
Inspection,
Data processing information, 59 § 52C
Information furnished for evaluation pur-
poses, 59 § 52B
Installment payment, 59 § 57C
Interest, 59 § 11 et seq.
Military forces, deferral, 59 § 5L
Mortgagee, 59 § 12
Partial payment, priorities and preferences,
60 § 3E
Suspension of payments, 60 § 3B
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Irregularity, action for recovery of taxes paid,
60 § 98
Joint assessment agreements, cities and towns,
41 § 30B
Joint tenants, aged persons, exemption. 59 § 5
Time for application, 59 § 59; 60 § 3A
Leases,
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
United States, 59 § 3E
Liens and incumbrances, address affidavits,
failure, 59 § 57D
Limitation on amount,
Added, 59 § 25
Computation, local taxes, 59 § 21D
Deductions required to be made, 59 § 23
Sewer, water debt service charges, excess, 59
§ 21C
Limitation on valuation, 59 § 21C
Local tax levy, classification of property, 40
§ 56
Local taxes, 59 § 1
1
Continuing environmental cleanup, abate-
ment agreement negotiation and ap-
proval, ordinances" or bylaws, 59 § 59A
Limitations, computation, 59 § 21D
Reduction, senior citizen volunteer services,
59 § 5K
Machinery of corporations, classification of
corporation as basis, 59 § 5
Maps and plats, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Maximum allowable valuation, 59 § 21C
Military forces,
Active duty, abatement, 59 § 5
Deferral, 59 § 5L
TAX ASSESSMENTS—Cont'd
Minimum standards,
Failure to meet minimum standards, 58
§ 4A
Rules, regulations and guidelines, 58 § 1
Mistake, clerical error, abatement, 58 § 8
Mortgages,
Buildings and appurtenances, 59 § 2A
Personal property, 59 §§ 12, 19, 34
Valuation,
Determination, 59 § 12
Interest of mortgagee, 59 § 12A
Joint ownership, mortgagor and mortgag-
ee, 59 § 12B
Motor vehicles,
Excise tax, 60A §§ 1, 2
Owned by corporation, 59 § 83
Municipal lien certificates, subdivision plans,
recording, 60 § 23
Name of one or more record owners, 60 § 56
National guard, active duty, abatement, 59 § 5
News bulletins, issuance, 58 § 3
Nonresidents, agents, appointment, address af-
fidavits, 59 § 57D
Notice, 59 § 29
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Change of address, owners, 59 § 57D
Estimate, 59 § 21
Preliminary tax, 59 §§ 23D, 57C
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Nuisances, removal by city, expenses, liens and
incumbrances, 139 § 3A
Occupancy permits, valuation, time issued, 59
§ 2D
Omitted property, 59 § 75
Application for abatement, 59 § 59
Open space property, classification, 59 § 2A
Overdue, tax bills, notice, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Overestimates of charges and assessments, 59
§ 21
Overvaluation, appeal, 58A § 7
Partial payment, priorities and preferences, 60
§ 3E
Partnership vessels, 59 § 18
Payments,
Discounts, early payment, 59 § 58
Partial payment, priorities and preferences,
60 § 3E
Preliminary tax payments, 59 § 57C
Addresses, affidavits, 59 § 57D
Person other than persons appearing on rec-
ord, 59 § 11
Personal estate, 59 § 18
Personal property,
Information required, 59 § 38F
Local tax levy, usage classifications, 40 § 56
Persons to whom land is assessed, 59 § 11 et
seq.
Petitions, correcting valuation violations, 58
§ 4A
Pipes and Pipelines, this index
Place, real estate assessed, 59 §§ 11, 12
Planned unit developments, 59 § 11
Pledged personal property, 59 §§ 12, 19, 34
Poles and wires, telecommunications, personal
property, 59 § 18
Posting notice, 59 § 29
Preliminary tax notice, 59 §§ 23D, 57C
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Priorities and preferences, partial payment, 60
§ 3E
Private use, public lands, 59 § 2B
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Professional services, record keeping systems
installation, 58 § 4B
Proposed equalized valuation, establishment,
58 § 9
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Public sale, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Public utilities, classification of property, ap-
peals, 58A § 12D
Quarterly payments, 59 § 57C
Rates and charges, overdue amounts, tax bills,
notice, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Ratios, reports, evidence, 58A § 12C
Reappraisals,
Private firms or individuals, 58 § 1A
Technical services, 58 § 4B
Reassessment, 59 § 78
Application for abatement, 59 § 59
Books of collector, 60 § 6
Purchaser at tax sale having no claim on
property sold, 60 § 46
Tax titles deemed invalid, 60 §§ 84A, 84
Receivables, transfer, assignment, 60 § 2C
Record keeping systems, installation, 58 § 4A
et seq.
Records and recordation.
Adequacy of records, minimum standards,
guideline, 58 § 1
Certificate of lien, 60 § 23
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Recreational land, valuation, 61A § 4
Reduction, limitations on city and town assess-
ments, 59 § 21C
Reference bulletins, issuance, 58 § 3
Regional government, capital outlay expendi-
tures, cities and towns, elections, 59 § 21C
Regional health districts, 111 § 27B
Regional police districts, 41 § 991
Regional school districts, 71 § 16
Registration, certificate of lien, 60 § 23
Repurchase, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Reserve funds, 59 § 25
Reservists, active duty, abatement, 59 § 5
Residential factor,
Local tax levy, usage classification. 40 § 56
Minimum residential factor, 58 § 1A
Residential property, classification, 59 § 2A
Responsibility of assessor, 59 § 87
Revaluation, relief, St. 1986, c. 73
Review. Appeal and review, generally, ante
Revision, 59 § 76
Recommendation, 59 § 76
Rules and regulations, minimum standards of
assessment performance, 58 § 1
Sale, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Schools and school districts, excess and defi-
ciency funds, use, 71 § 16Bfe
Senior citizen volunteer services, local taxes
reduction. 59 § 5K
Service agents, tax receivables, transfers, 60
§ 2C
Service of process, address affidavits, agents, 59
§ 57D
Ships and shipping, excise taxes in lieu of local
property tax, 60B § 2
Standards, rules, regulations and guidelines, 58
§ 1
State, county, city and town taxes included in
same assessment, 59 § 26
State assistance, reimbursement, 58 § 4C
State lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Statement of assessor on valuation list, 59 § 52
Suspension of payment, exempt property, 60
§ 3B
TAX
TAX ASSESSMENTS—Cont'd
Tax increment financing. 40 § 59; 59 § 5
Tax maps, production and installation. 58 § 41?
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Technical services, record keeping systems in-
stallation, 58 § 4B
Telecommunications, 59 §§ 18, 29, 39
Tenants in common, aged persons, exemption,
59 § 5
Time for application, 59 § 59; 60 § 3A
Time, occupancy permits, valuation, 59 § 2D
Town failing to assess and pay state or county
tax, 59 § 28
Transfers, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
1 1 asportation equipment, apportionment, 59
§ 18
Trust funds, 58 § 28
Unascertained title, decedents estates, 59
S 12E
Underestimate of charges and assessments, 59
§ 21
Underground conduit, telecommunications.
personal property, 59 § 18
Uniformity, 58 § 1A
Forms, 58 § 3
United States,
Leases, 59 § 3E
Real estate, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans, 40 § 60
Urban Redevelopment Corporations, this index
Usage classifications, local tax levy, 40 § 56
Valuation,
Agricultural or horticultural land, 61A § 4 et
seq.
Correcting improper valuation methods, 58
§ 4
Development districts, cities and towns, cap-
tured assessed value, 40Q § 3
Enforcement of laws, 58 § 1A
Evidence, 58A § 12C
Historic residential properties, rehabilita-
tion, special assessment phase in, 59
§ 5.)
Improvements, exemption, necessary to pro-
vide housing for aged persons, 59 § 5
Limitation, 59 § 21C
Occupancy permits, time, 59 § 2D
Revaluation, relief, St. 1986, c. 73
Water pipes, 40 § 42G et seq.
Water supply, debt service, excess, 59 § 21C
Watershed protection, payments to cities and
towns, 59 § 5H
TAX ASSESSMENTS—SPECIAL
Generally, 80 § 1 et seq.
Abatement,
Appeal, 80 § 10
Penalty charges, payment with bad check, 60
§ 57A
Abatement petitions, 80 § 5
Advancing, 80 § 9
Death of person entitled. 80 § 8
Defense, pleading, 80 § 9
Equity procedure. 80 § 9
Failure to act upon, 80 § 10A
Filing. 80 §§ 5, 6
Process, 80 § 9
Abutting landowner, surrender of land, 80 § 3
Advancing petition. 80 § 9
Agricultural or horticultural lands, 61A § 18
Appeal and review. 80 §§ 7, 10
Division of land assessed, 80 § 15
TAX ASSESSMENTS—SPECIAL—Cont'd
Appeal and review—Cont'd
Penalty charge abatement, payment with bad
check, 60 § 57A
Petition, failure to act on, 80 § 10A
Application of law, 80 § 17
Apportionment. 80 § 13
Liens, 80S 12
Auditor, appointment, 80 § 9
Certificates and certification, payment of lien,
80§ 12
Certification of list. 80 § 4
(hecks, payment with bad check, penalty
charge, 60 § 57A
Collection. 60 § 17; 80 § 4
Reassessment, 80 § 16
Condominiums, 183A § 14
Costs, liens, 80 § 12
Credit to collector of sums committed and
thereafter apportioned, 60 § 95
Death, person entitled to petition for abate-
ment. 80 § 8
Defense to petition, pleading, 80 § 9
Deferral and recovery agreements, interest, 80
§ 13B
Description of area, 80 § 2
I (csignation of owner. 80 S I
Division, land assessed, 80 § 15
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, septic
systems, home heating oil release, lead
paint, betterment agreements, 111 § 127B
I
Economic opportunity areas, 23A § 3E
Eminent domain award of damages. 80 § 1
Energy revolving loan fund, cities and towns.
loans, 44 § 53E*
Equity procedure, abatement petition, 80 § 9
Estimate of betterments, 80 § 2
Executors and administrators, petition for
abatement, 80 § 8
Extension, time for payment, 80 § 13A
Continuation of liens. 80 § 12
Fees, payment with bad checks, penalty, 60
§ 57A
Filing, abatement petition. 80 §§ 5, 6
Fines aiul penalties, payment with bad checks,
charges, 60 § 57
A
Historic residential properties, rehabilitation,
special assessment, phase in, 59 § 5J
I lome heating oil release, premises unfit for
human habitation, betterment agreements,
111 § 127B14
Housing unfit for human habitation, septic sys-
tems, home heating oil release, lead paint,
betterment agreements. 111 § 127Bfe
Interest, 59 § 57; 80 § 13
betterment agreements, septic systems.
home heating oil release, lead paint.
Ill § 127Bfc
Deferral and recovery agreements, 80 § 13B
Liens, 80 § 12
Payment with bad check, charges, 60 § 57A
Interrogatories, 80 § 9
Joint owners, deferral and recovery agree-
ments, 80 § 13B
Jury trial, 80 § 9
Land in more than one county. 80 § 7
Lead paint removal, dwelling unfit for human
habitation, betterment agreements. Ill
§ I27Bfe
Lessees, proportion of assessment, 80 § 11
Liens and incumbrances. Tax Liens, generally,
this index
1 imitation, collection of unpaid taxes, 60 § 17
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List, certification, 80 § 4
Local housing authorities, 12IB § 16
Mortgages.
Deferral and recovery agreements, 80 § 13B
Land assessed. 80 § 15
Notice,
Abatement petition, decision. 80 § 5
Amount of assessment, 80 §§ 4, 12
Appeal, 80 S 10
Collection, 80 § 4
Division of land assessed, 80 § 15
Jury trial. 80 § 9
Orders of court,
Contents. 80 § 2
Description of area. 80 § 2
Designating owner, 80 § 1
Owners,
Designation. 80 § 1
Personal liability. 80 § 4
Part payment, prior to sale, 80 § 12
Partition, land assessed. 80 § 15
Payment, extension ol time, 80 § 13A
Personal liability, owner, 80 § 4
Petitions,
Abatement petitions, generally, ante
Lessee, assessment, proportion. 80 § 11
Plan, 80 § 2
Process, abatement petition. 80 § 9
Proportion paid by lessee, 80 § 11
Reapportionment. 80 § 13
Reassessment. 80 ij 16
Recording, liens. 80 § 12
Redevelopment authorities. I2IB§ 16
Review. Appeal and Review, generally, this
index
Sale,
Land assessed. 80 § 15
Land surrendered. 80 § 3
Septic systems, premises unfit for human habi-
tation, betterment agreements. 1 1 1 § 127B
14
Surrender, land assessed, 80 § 3
Surviving spouse, deferral and recovery agree-
ments. 80 § 13B
lax bills, overdue amounts, notice, 59 §§ 57C.
57
Tax title deemed invalid, proceedings, 60 § 82
et seq.
Time.
Abatement petition. 80 §§ 5, 6
Appeal, 80 § 7
Collection of unpaid assessments. 60 § 17
Liens, termination. 80 § 12
Payment, extension. 80 § 13A
Petition for abatement. 80 §§ 5, 6
Trial. 80 § 9
Unpaid assessments, collection. 60 § 17
Urban redevelopment corporations. 121A § 10
Validity in question, filing petition. 80 § 6
Value, determination. 80 § 1
View of premises by jury. 80 § 9
Wills, deferral and recovery agreements. 80
§ 13B
Withholding money payable by town to person
owing assessments, 60 § 93
TAX ASSESSORS
Generally, 41 § 24 et seq.
Abatement.
Motor vehicle excise tax. 60A §§ 1, 2, 8
Taxation, 58 § 8
Account of charges and fees collected, 60 § 2
TAX
TAX ASSESSORS—Cont'd
Additional compensation,
Certified assessment evaluator, 59 § 21Afe
Certified assessors, 59 § 21A
Additions to amount to be assessed, 59 § 25
Affirmations. Oaths and affirmations, general-
ly, post
Appeal from judgment by party aggrieved, 59
§ 5
Application to for abatement, 59 § 59
Appointment. 41 § 25 et seq.
Appointment of another on neglect to assess
tax required, 59 § 27
Cities and towns, joint agreements, 41 § 30B
Vote on petition, 41 § 21
Appraisals and appraisers,
Experts, indebtedness, 44 § 7
Manuals. 58 § 3
Assistance, revenue commissioners office. 58
§ 3
Assistant assessors, 41 §§ 25A, 28
Single assessing departments, cities and
towns, joint agreements, 41 § 30B
Attorneys, employment, 41 § 26A
Ballots, sealing and certification. 41 § 9
Blank lists furnished by, 59 § 30
Boards and commissions.
Abatement of tax, authority, 58A § 6
Appeal, 58A § 7
Determination as to land held by state or
county in town, 58 § 14
Cities and towns, joint agreements, 41 § 30B
Information,
Assessment, furnished by commissioner,
58 § 3
Valuation of telegraph and telephone
companies, 59 § 40
List of corporations liable to tax furnished
by commissioner, 58 § 2
Notice of pending complaint in abatement
proceeding, 59 § 64
Record of abatements, 59 § 60
Telephone and telegraph company property,
assessment, 59 § 39
Valuation of pipeline certified to, 59 § 38A
Books and papers,
City or town to furnish, 59 § 45
Contents, 59 § 50
Entry of valuation, classification and assess-
ment of estates, 59 § 46
Listing valuation and assessment, 59 § 43
Boundary location plans, delivery of copies, 59
§ 52A
Certificate of abatement, issuance, 59 § 70
Certificates required to be signed by, books
furnished to contain copies, 59 § 50
Certification, uncollectible taxes for abatement,
59 § 71
Certification of appropriations to, 41 § 15A
Certified assessment evaluator, additional com-
pensation. 59 § 21AI6
Certified assessors, compensation, 59 § 21A
Certified copy of complaint, abatement pro-
ceedings, 59 § 64
Chairman, 41 § 24
City solicitors, legal counsel, 41 § 26A
Classification, furnishing information. 58 § 3
Clerk, 41 § 24
Collector of taxes, dual office, 41 § 24
Commitment of tax list for collection, 59 § 53
Communications, spouses names, use. 41
§§ 34B, 38A
Compensation and salaries, 41 §§ 22, 27, 108B
TAX ASSESSORS—Cont'd
Compensation and salaries—Cont'd
Additional compensation, certified assess-
ment evaluator, 59 § 21A14
Assistant, 41 § 25A
Certified assessment evaluator, additional
compensation, 59 § 21Afe
Certified assessors, 59 § 21A
Conclusiveness of estimate of value, 59 § 37
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of mu-
nicipal administration, 43C § 11
Contracts, training programs, 58 § 3
Cooperative agreements, cities and towns, 41
§ 30B
Correcting improper method of assessors, 58
§ 4
Courses of study,
Certified assessment evaluator, additional
compensation, 59 § 21Afe
Certified assessors, compensation, 59 § 21A
Crimes and offenses, assessment or classifica-
tion violation, 58 § 1A
Curriculum, training programs, 58 § 3
Deductions from amounts required to be as-
sessed, 59 § 23
Demand,
Accounts, records and papers relating to
taxes, penalty for violating law, 60 § 101
Books, that should be in his custody, 60 § 12
Special warrant for distress or imprisonment
without demand, 60 § 19
Deposits, copies of valuation books with com-
missioner, violations, penalties, 59 § 94
Determination of rate of tax to be levied, 58
§ 25A
Directions by commissioner as to keeping rec-
ords, 58 § 4
Distribution, forms for lists and statements, 58
§ 5
Division of city into assessment districts, 59
§ 38
Documents, spouses names, use, 41 §§ 34B,
38A
Dual office holding, tax collector, 41 § 24
Duties, 59 § 21
Election, 41 §§ 1, 23
Examination of books, by commissioner to se-
cure information as to unpaid taxes, 58
§ 7
Exempted property, returns, 59 § 86
False valuation, penalty, 41 § 30
Fees, training programs, payments, 58 § 4C
Fines and penalties, 59 § 94
Assessment or classification, 58 § 1A
Failure to,
Assess required taxes, 59 § 93
Subscribe valuation list, 59 § 52
False valuation, 41 § 30
Neglecting to make returns as to corporate
property, 59 § 83
Forfeiture, performance before taking oath, 41
§ 29
Forms for lists and statements, 58 § 5
Guides, 58 § 3
Husband and wife, communications, docu-
ments, names, 41 §§ 34B, 38A
Improper methods, correction, 58 § 4
In service training program, 58 § 3
Indebtedness for subscriptions to railroads, in-
clusion in assessments, 59 § 24
Information,
Provided by local assessors, 58 § 1A
Refused to by keeper of taverns, fine, 59
§ 92
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Information—Cont'd
Valuation of corporation, 59 § 83
Valuation of telegraph and telephone com-
panies, 59 § 40
Inspections and inspectors, 58 § 1A
Books and lists, 59 § 43
Insurance, cities and towns, joint agreements,
41 § 30B
Intern training programs, 58 § 3
Joint assessment agreements, cities and towns,
41 § 30B
Manuals, appraisal annuals, 58 § 3
Mortgagor or mortgagee, statement to assessor,
59 § 34
Motor vehicle excise tax, 60A §§ 1, 2
Neglect to assess required taxes, 59 § 93
Appointment of another, 59 § 27
New warrant for collection, issuance, 59 § 56
Notice,
Abatement of tax, 59 § 70A
Commissioner of abatement of local taxes to
corporation liable to franchise tax, 59
§ 74
Distribution of highway funds, cities and
towns, 58 § 18B
Filing petition from refusal to abate tax, 59
§ 65B
Land held by state or county in town, 58
§ 14
Valuation of state or county lands, 58 § 14
Number elected, 41 § 24
Oaths and affirmations, 41 §§ 27, 29, 107
Administration by, 59 § 31
Compliance with in assessment of,
Pipe line, 59 § 38A
Telephone and telegraph companies, 59
§ 39
Opinions by commissioner, 58 § 1A
Optional forms of municipal administration,
consolidation of offices, 43C § 11
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Pipelines, 59 § 3C
Preentry training programs, 58 § 3
Qualifications of assessing personnel, rules,
regulations and guidelines, 58 § 1
Records,
Abatement, 59 § 60
Proper maintenance, 58 § 4
Removal from office, 41 §§ 22, 25
Reports, free cash, 59 § 23
Responsibility, 59 § 87
Retirement and pensions, cities and towns,
joint agreements, 41 § 30B
Salaries. Compensation and salaries, general-
ly, ante
Secretary, 41 § 24
Selectmen, 41 § 20
Rescission of vote, 41 § 23
Vote on petition, 41 § 21
Ships and vessels engaged in interstate, foreign
trade, assessment of excise tax, 59 § 8
Single assessing departments, cities and towns,
joint agreements, 41 § 30B
Special or betterment assessments, apportion-
ments, 80 § 13
Special warrant for distress or imprisonment
without demand, 60 § 19
Spouses names, communications, documents,
41 §§ 34B, 38A
Statement, valuation list, 59 § 52
Street sprinkling assessments, 40 § 17
Study programs, certified assessment evaluator,
additional compensation, 59 § 21Afe
TAX
TAX ASSESSORS—Cont d
Supervision. 58 § 1A
Term of office, 41 §§ 24,25,27
Assistant, 41 § 25A
Termination, cities and towns, joint agree-
ments, 41 § 30B
Time, returns of motor vehicles and trailers
owned by corporation, 59 § 83
Town counsel. 41 § 26A
Training programs, 58 § 3; 59 § 21B
Certified assessment evaluator, additional
compensation, 59 § 21Afe
Payment, 58 § 4C
Travel expenses, training programs, payment,
58 § 4C
Vacancy in office, 41 §§ 22, 30A
Visitation.
Inspection ol assessor work, 58 § 1A
Revenue commissioners office representa-
tives, 58 § 3
Warehouses, list of names of persons storing
property, 59 § 33
TAX BILLS
Generally, 59 §§ 57C, 57; 60 § 3
Abatement, application deadline, notice, 60
§ 3A
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Aid to the elderly and disabled taxation funds,
cities and towns, 60 § 3D
Delinquencies, notice, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Discounts, early payment, 59 § 58
Electronic form, 60 § 3A
Form. 60 § 3A
Gas and electricity, rates and charges. 60 § 3A
Issuance on request, 60 § 22A
Notice, 60 § 3
Deadline for payment, abatement, interest
avoidance, 60 § 3A
Electronic form, 60 § 3A
Overdue amounts, notice, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Partial payment, priorities and preferences. 60
§ 3E
Preliminary tax notice. 59 §§ 23D, 57C
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Public utilities, rates and charges, 60 § 3A
Quarterly payments, 59 § 57C
Separate tax bill, partial payment on account,
60 § 22A
Sewers and sewer systems,
Overdue amounts, notice, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Rates and charges, 60 § 3A
Solid waste, fees. 60 § 3A
Water supply.
Overdue amounts, notice, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Rates and charges, 60 § 3A
TAX BOARD
Appellate tax board. Taxation, this index
TAX COLLECTORS AND COLLECTIONS
Generally, 41 § 38 et seq.; 60 § 1 et seq.
Abatement of taxes, amounts less than ten
dollars, 60 § 2
Absconding, removal, 60 § 96
Acceptance of early payments, 60 § 19
Accounts and accounting.
Amounts less than ten dollars, abatement.
60 § 2
Charges and fees collected, 60 §§ 2, 15
Collection, 41 § 38A
Deposit, 60 § 97
Deputy deposit accounts, 60 § 92
Exhibits, 60 § 94
TAX COLLECTORS AND COLLECTIONS
—Cont'd
Accounts and accounting—Cont'd
Interest charges and fees collected, 60 § 15
Owner for surplus on every sale, distress or
seizure, 60 § 28
Penalties for violation of law relating to, 60
§ 99 et seq.
Surplus from sale on distress or seizure and
charges, 60 § 28
Turned over to successors, 60 § 97
Actions and proceedings,
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Agents, address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Attorney general, 58 § 28C
Damages, defense, 41 § 43A
Delinquent taxpayers, 60 § 35
Estate of deceased or insolvent taxpaver, 60
§ 36
Recovery of unpaid tax, 60 § 35
Address affidavits, 59 § 571)
Adjournment of sale, 60 §§ 26, 44
Affidavits,
Addresses, 59 § 571)
Filing in evidence, 60 § 1
Sending, tax bills, 60 § 3
Agricultural and horticultural lands,
Additional assessments, 61A § 7
Valuation and assessment for other than
agricultural or horticultural use, equali-
zation, 61A § 20
Aiding collector, 60 § ^
Alderman, demand to exhibit books, 60 § 8
Appeal not to stay. 58A § 6
Appointment, assistants, 41 § 39C
Arrest. 60 § 29 et seq.
Aid to collector resisted or impeded, 60
§ 33
Bonds for release, 60 § 34A
Certificate furnished by collector to keeper
of jail, 60 § 30
Collectors liability for tax, after discharge, 60
§ 31
Proceedings for release. 60 § 31
Rearrest, release after service, 60 § 34
Refusal or neglect to pay, 60 § 29
Release of taxpayer, 60 § 31 ct seq.
Warrant to officer, 60 § 34
Assessor, dual office prohibited, 41 § 24
Assignments, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Assistant collector, 41 § 39C
Attachment, defense of action. 41 § 43A
Ballots, sealed and certified, 41 § 9
Banks designated to receive tax payments. 60
§ 2A
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries). 60 §§ 1,13
Assistants, 41 § 39C
Commitment to of tax lists for collection, 59
§ 53
Deputy collectors. 60 § 92
Discharge from liability for failure to collect
taxes, 60 § 95
Filing statement that sale and taking cannot
be legally made. 60 § 37A
Private collectors, 60 § 2B
Receipt and approval. 41 § 20
Temporary officer, 41 § 61A
Books and papers,
Cash books. 60 § 7
Deposit with assessor, 60 § 97
Duty to keep, 60 §§ 6. 7
Examination, 60 § 8
Municipal property, 60 § 8
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—Cont'd
Bylaws, directions to sell or take to enforce tax
lien, 60 § 87
Certificates and certification,
Abatement, 59 § 71; 60 § 20
Access or other assessments, real estate. 60
§ 23
Assessment of subsequent taxes. 60 § 61
Commitment, arrest or imprisonment, 60
§ 30
Dissolution, attachment or injunction. 41
S 43A
Liens on real estate. 60 § 23
Fees, 60 § 23A
Municipal lighting plant charges due, 60
§ 23
Reciprocal enforcement of tax liabilities. 58
8 28C
State municipal collector certification, addi-
tional compensation. 41 § 108P
Subdivision plans, municipal lien certificates,
recording, 60 § 23
Commitment of tax list for collection. 59 § 53
Community preservation real estate, surcharge,
44B§ 4
Compelling payment by distress or imprison-
ment, 60 § 19
Compensation and salaries, 41 § 108B
Assistants, 41 § 39C
State municipal collector certification, addi-
tional compensation, 41 § 108P
Conformity to law, purchaser at sale receiving
no claim on property, 60 § 46
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of mu-
nicipal administration, 43C § 11
Constable to service, 41 § 39
Contracts, private agencies, 60 § 2B
Credit, 60 § 95
Custody of goods distrained for taxes, 60 § 25
Deadline, payment, abatement, avoiding inter-
est, 60 § 3A
Decedents estate. 60 § 36
Definitions, 60 § I
Demand,
Certificate to be exhibited by person claim-
ing benefit of abatement. 60 § 20
Designation of place for service, 60 § 39
Exhibit books, 60 § 8
Prior to sale, distress, 60 §§ 16, 17
Service before selling land or distraining
goods, 60 § 16
Statement of amount. 60 § 16
Deputies.
Appointment. 60 § 92
Cash books, 60 § 92
Dual office holding, tax assessor, 41 § 24
Issuance of warrants, 60 § 90
Detention of goods distrained, 60 § 25
Directions to sell or take to enforce tax lien, 60
§ 87
Distraint of goods, demand before, 60 § 16
Duties, 60 § 2
Early payment. 60 § 19
Education, state municipal collector certifica-
tion, additional compensation, 41 § 108P
Election, 41 § 1
Electronic form, bills, notices, 60 § 3A
Error in name of person, collection from in-
tended person, 60 § 21
Examination of books, records, 58 § 7
Excise tax, motor vehicles, 60A § 1
Exemptions, levied by distress or seizure and
sale, 60 § 24
TAX
TAX COLLECTORS AND COLLECTIONS
—Cont'd
Exhibits,
Accounts and receipts,
Penalty for failure, 60 §§ 99, 102
Required by aldermen or selectmen, 60
§ 94
Books, penalty for failure, 60 § 102
Fees, 60 §§ 15,55
Certificates, tax liens, 60 § 23
Sheriff for collecting. 60 § 89
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Towns of 5,000 or less, retention of certifi-
cate fee for collector services, 60 § 23
Filing and recording statement sale or taking
cannot be legally made, 60 § 37A
Fines and penalties, 60 § 99 et seq.
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Neglect or refusal to aid collector, 60 § 103
Refusal to exhibit accounts, 60 § 99
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Former public lands, pro rata payments, 59
§ 2C
Forms, 60 § 105
Tax bill or notice, 60 § 3A
Tax list committed to, 59 § 54
Hearings, refusal or neglect to pay taxes, 60
§ 29
Imprisonment. Arrest, generally, ante
Injunction, defense of action, 41 § 43A
Inspection, books, 60 § 8
Interest,
Added to tax for collection. 59 § 57C; 60
§ 15
Partial payment, priorities and preferences,
60 § 3E
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Unpaid charges, 164 § 58E
Less than ten dollars, abatement, 60 § 2
Liens and incumbrances,
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Municipal lighting plant services, 164 § 58D
Interest on taxes, unpaid charges, 164
§ 58E
Limitation of actions, 60 § 17
Lists, form, 59 § 54
Local taxes, 60 § 1 et seq.
Manual of procedures, 58 § 3
Manufactured housing communities, monthly
license fees, 140 § 32G
Mayor, demand to exhibit books, 60 § 8
Means of collection, 41 § 38
Mortgagees, notice requiring demand for pay-
ment, 60 § 38
Municipal informational material, including in
tax bill envelopes, 60 § 3A
Municipal lighting plant services, liens and in-
cumbrances, 164 § 58D
Name, error not to prevent collection, 60 § 21
National banking associations designated to re-
ceive tax payments, 60 § 2A
Nonpolitical municipal informational material,
including in tax bill envelopes, 60 § 3A
Nonresidents, address affidavits, agents, 59
§ 57D
Notes, acceptance of payment, 60 § 2
Notice,
Abatement, 59 § 70A
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Adjournment of sale, 60 § 26
Agents, nonresident owners, 59 § 57D
Amount, 60 § 3
Deadline for paying, abatement application,
avoiding interest, 60 § 3A
TAX COLLECTORS AND COLLECTIONS
—Cont'd
Notice—Cont'd
Designation of place for service by him, 60
§ 39
Form, 60 § 3
A
Holder of tax title deemed invalid, 60 §§ 82,
83
Mortgagee that demand be made on him, 60
§ 38
Preliminary tax, 59 §§ 23D, 57C
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Purchasing for town, 60 § 48
Sale, publication, time, 60 § 40
Separate notice for each parcel of real estate
separately assessed, 60 § 3
Special notice, special payments on account,
60 § 22A
Special or betterment assessments, 80 § 4
Tax bills, 60 §§ 3A, 3
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Temporary office, 41 § 61A
Opinions by commissioner, 58 § 1A
Optional forms of municipal administration,
consolidation of offices, 43C § 11
Own successor, 60 § 97
Partial payments, 60 § 22
Priorities and preferences, 60 § 3E
Payments, partial payment, 60 § 22
Priorities and preferences, 60 § 3E
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Personal liability, 41 § 43A
Petitions, removal from office, 41 § 39B
Powers and duties, 41 § 38
Preliminary tax notice, 59 § 57C
Premises unfit for human habitation, liens, 111
§ 127B
Proceedings prior to sale, distress or arrest, 60
§ 16 et seq.
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Qualifications, assistants, 41 § 39C
Quarterly payments, 59 § 57C
Rearrest, release after service, 60 § 34
Reassessed taxes, 59 § 78
Receipts,
Exhibits, 60 § 94
Payment or partial payment, 60 § 22A
Reciprocal enforcement, tax liabilities, 58
§ 28C
Record affidavit of notice to holder of tax title
deemed invalid, 60 § 83
Records and recordation,
Deputies, cash books, 60 § 92
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Release after service, arrest, 60 § 34
Removal from office, 41 § 39B
Removal by aldermen or selectmen, 60 § 96
Renunciation of rights under statement filed
that sale and taking cannot be legally
made, 60 § 37A
Reports,
Deputies, uncollected warrants, 60 § 92
Private collectors, 60 § 2B
Resisted or impeded in exercise of duties, pen-
alty for failure to aid, 60 § 103
Returns, 60 § 2
Sale or taking of land, expenses, certification,
60 § 37B
Sales, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Savings and loan associations designated to
receive tax payments, 60 § 2A
Selectmen, demand to exhibit books, 60 § 8
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TAX COLLECTORS AND COLLECTIONS
—Cont'd
Separate bill or notice to be sent for each
parcel of real estate separately assessed, 60
§ 3
Separate tax bills or notices, partial payments
on account, 60 § 22
A
Service agents, tax receivables, transfers, 60
§ 2C
Service of process, address affidavits, agents, 59
§ 57D
Service of tax notice, designating place, 60 § 39
Signatures, warrants, 60 § 29
Special collector, appointment, 60 § 14
Special payments on account, special tax bill or
notice, 60 § 22A
Special warrant for distress or imprisonment
without demand, 60 § 19
State lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
State municipal collector certification, addition-
al compensation, 41 § 108P
Stock and produce, levy upon, 60 § 27
Subsequent sale or taking, 60 §§ 61A, 61
Suits. Actions and proceedings, generally, ante
Suspension of authority, 41 § 39B
Suspension of payment, assessments reduced
by exemption, 60 § 3B
Tax assessor, dual office holding, 41 § 24
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Tax Sales, generally, this index
Temporary collector, 41 §§ 40, 61A
Training, state municipal collector certification,
additional compensation, 41 § 108P
Transfers, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Treasurer,
Acting as, deputies. 41 § 37
Issuance of warrants, 60 § 90
Turning over money, penalty for failure, 60
§ 102
Turnover of accounts, penalties for failure, 60
§ 100
Uncollected tax lists, to be turned over to
successor, 60 § 97
Unpaid taxes, 60 § 17
Vacancy in office, 41 § 61A
Failure to give bond, 60 § 13
Temporary collector, 41 § 40
Voter registration affidavits, cross checking
with tax records, 58 § 7
Waiver, interest, charges, fees, 60 § 15
Warrants, 60 § 34
Arrest of person assessed, 60 § 34
Charges and fees added to tax for collection,
60 § 15
Commitment of list, 59 § 53
Contents and form, 59 § 55
Issuance, treasurer, 60 § 90
Offer destruction, 59 § 56
Omitted property, 59 § 75
Posting, 60 § 88
Refusal or neglect to pay taxes. 60 § 29
Special warrant of assessor for distress or
imprisonment without demand, 60 § 19
Turning over to successor, 60 § 97
Water rates and charges unpaid, 40 § 42C
Water rates and charges, unpaid, certification,
40 § 42C
TAX COMMISSION
Certificates and certification, land taken for
flood control, valuation, 58 § 17B
Estimate, amount each town is to receive in
lieu of taxes, 58 § 25A
Motor vehicle excise tax, abatement, 60A § 2
TAX
TAX COMMISSIONER
Abatement, local taxes, notice, 59 § 74
Affidavit, low value land. 60 § 79
Appointment,
Successor, appointment, 59 § 26
Town assessors, 41 § 27
Certification, uncollectible taxes, 60 § 95
City clerks bond, approval, 41 § 13A
Deputy collectors, appointment and removal,
60 § 92
Exempted property, returns by assessors, 59
S 86
Farmland valuation advisory commission,
membership, 61A § 11
Foreclosure, tax title, town treasurer, 60 § 50
Forms, tax lists to collectors, 59 § 54
Income Tax—State, generally, this index
Information,
Unpaid taxes in town, securing, 58 § 7
Value of real estate, towns, 58 § 6
Voter registration affidavits, obtaining, 58
§ 7
Inspection, assessoi lists. 59 § 32
Instructions to assessors, 58 § 3
Printing and distribution, forms, property held
lor literary, scientific and other purposes,
58 § 5
State land owned by commissioner in town,
statement, 58 § 16
Town clerks, bond, approval, 41 § 13
TAX DEEDS
Generally, 60 § 45
Arson, statements of prospective purchasers, 60
§ 77B
Contents. 60 § 50
Conveying land subject to redemption. 60 § 45
Delinquent taxes, prospective purchasers, state-
ments, 60 § 77B
Invalid tax title, release of town from liability,
60 § 82
Low value lands held by municipality under tax
title, 60 §§ 79, 80
Municipalities. 60 § 77A
Statements regarding arson convictions or
nonpayment of taxes, purchasers, 60
§ 77B
Recording, 60 § 79
Several parcels of small value sold together, 60
§ 51
Surrender and discharge by purchaser without
claim upon property. 60 § 46
Town as purchaser, 60 § 50
TAX EXEMPTIONS
Generally, 59 § 5
Aged persons. 59 § 5
Agricultural societies, 59 § 5
Air Force Cross, veterans decorated, 59 § 5
Air pollution, abatement facilities. 59 § 5
Air raid shelters, residential dwellings, 59 § 5
Animals, this index
Appeal and review, charitable organizations, 59
§ 5B
Applications,
Commercial exemptions. 59 § 51
Time, post
Apportionment, 59 § 5
Armed forces, death in combat, widows, real
estate, 59 § 5
Assessor may require full list of taxable proper-
ty from person claiming, 59 § 29
Athletic property, charitable organizations, 59
§ 5
TAX EXEMPTIONS—Cont'd
Baptist General ( Conference of New England,
district executives, official residences, 59
§ 5
Blind persons, evasion of taxation, conveyance
ol teal estate to blind person, 59 § 5
Boats and boating, excise taxes, 60B § 3
Bomb shelters, residential dwellings, 59 § 5
Cemeteries, 59 § 5
Certificates of indebtedness, 59 § 5
( esspools, residential real estate, 59 § 5
( Charitable organizations,
Appeals, 59 § 5B
Motor vehicle excise tax. 60A § 1
Charities, this index
Children and minors, surviving minor child. 59
§ 5
Christian and Missionary Alliance, officials res-
idences, 59 § 5
Church of the Nazarene, district superinten-
dents, residences, 59 § 5
Cities and Towns, this index
Classification of property, 59 § 2A
Commercial exemptions, applications, 59 § 51
Commercial property,
Class three, small employers, 59 § 51
Statement in tax bill or notice, 60 § 3A
Community housing, charities, 59 § 5
Consumer price index, estate value increase
measure, 59 § 5
Corporations, 59 § 5
Deadline for application, bills, notices, state-
ment, 60 § 3A
Development districts, bonds, cities and towns.
40Q§ 4
Distress and sale of personal property, 60 § 24
Districts, land held in another city or town, 59
§§ 5D, 5F
Economic development corporations, real es-
tate, 59 § 5
Elderly persons, 59 § 5
Eminent domain, measure of damages, 79 § 12
Estates, consumer price index, 59 § 5
Evasion of taxes, real estate conveyed to blind
persons, 59 § 5
Fall out shelters, residential dwellings. 59 § 5
Farm animals, 59 § 8A
Federal social security, aged persons, income,
59 § 5
Firefighters and fire departments, surviving
spouse and children, 59 § 5
Foreign corporations, 59 § 5
Gas and electricity, manufacturing classifica-
tion, 59 § 5
Gateway municipalities, 59 § 5M
Harbors, public purpose. 59 § 2B
Hazardous waste facilities. 59 § 5
Hebrew synagogue or temple, rabbi residence,
59 § 5
Horticultural land, 59 § 5
Houses of religious worship. 59 § 5
I lousing Cooperatives, this index
Housing development incentive program, 40V
§ 3; 59 § 5
Housing development zones, gateway munici-
palities, 59 § 5M
Hydropower facilities. 59 § 5
Improvements to real property, care of aged
persons, 59 § 5
Intangible personal property, 59 § 5
Leases, public purpose, 59 § 2B
Manufactured homes, nonresident military per-
sonnel. 59 § 5
I aeense fees, 140 § 32G
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TAX EXEMPTIONS—Cont'd
Military forces, active duty, 59 § 5
Military personnel, manufactured housing com-
munities, license fee exemption, 140
§ 32<;
Motor vehicles, domicile and residence, 90
§ 314
Nonresidents, military personnel, manufactured
homes, 59 § 5
License fee, 140 § 32G
Notice, consumer price index, estate value in-
crease measure. 59 § 5
Persian Gulf Crisis, financial hardship resulting
from change to active military status, 59
§ 5
Personal property. 59 § 5
Licensed public warehouse, 59 § 2
Police officer, minor children. 59 § 5
Political subdivisions, motor vehicle excise tax.
60A§ 1
Pollution abatement or prevention device, 59
§ 5
Property list. 59 § 29
Public lands, public purpose, 59 § 2B
1'ublie purposes, cities, towns and districts, land
held in another city or town, 59 § 5F
Public utilities, public purpose, 59 § 2B
Recreational lands, 59 § 5; 61 B § 1 ct seq.
Reimbursement claims, cities and towns, 58
§ 8B
Religious Organizations and Societies, this in-
dex
Research and development corporations. 59
§ 5
Residential property, 59 § 5C
Returns, exempted property, assessors, 59 § 86
Septic systems, residential real estate, 59 § 5
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Ships and shipping, excise taxes, 60B § 3
Social security, aged persons, income, 59 § 5
Solar or wind powered systems for saving ener-
gy. 59 § 5
Southern New England District of the Assem-
blies of God, Inc., 59 § 5
State lands, 58 § ISA
Public purpose, 59 § 2B
State reimbursement of municipality for tax
loss, 59 § 5
Statement in tax bill or notice, 60 § 3A
Surviving spouse, 59 § 5
Suspension of payment of assessment for pub-
lic improvement. 60 § 3B
Tax increment financing, 40 § 59; 59 § 5
Time.
Applications, 59 § 59; 60 § 3A
Deadline for application, bills, notices, state-
ment, 60 § 3A
Qualifying factors, date of determination, 59
§ 5
Title of city or town after foreclosure, 60 § 77
Towns, reimbursement claims. 58 § 8B
Trailer coaches, 59 § 5
Trusts and trustees, appeal and review, 59 § 5B
Turnpike authority, public purpose. 59 § 2B
United Methodist Church, residence, district
superintendents. 59 § 5
United States, payment in lieu of taxes, 59
§ 2B
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans, 40 § 60
Urban redevelopment corporations, 121A § 10
Properties, 59 § 5
TAX
TAX EXEMPTIONS—Cont'd
Valuation,
Estate value increase measure, consumer
price index, 59 § 5
Statement and description of property, 59
§ 51
Veterans, this index
Veterans organizations, 59 § 5
Water pollution, abatement facilities, 59 § 5
Water rates and charges, aged persons, assess-
ment abatement, 59 § 5
Water Resources Authority, this index
TAX INCREMENT
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q§ 1
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING
Generally, 40 § 59; 59 § 5
Cities and Towns, this index
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1 et seq.
Economic opportunity areas, 23A § 3E
Manufacturing workforce training, cities and
towns, 40 § 60A
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans, 40 § 60
Vocational education, manufacturing work-
force training, cities and towns, 40 § 60A
TAX LIENS
Generally, 60 §§ 23, 37; 80 § 12
Abatement, sewer rates and charges, 83 § 16E
Address affidavits, failure, 59 § 57D
Agricultural Land, this index
Apportionment or reapportionment, 80 § 13
Assignments, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Certificates and certification,
Liens, fees, 60 § 23A
Showing, 60 § 23
Subdivision plans, recording, prerequisite, 60
§ 23
Cities and towns,
Certificates, 60 § 23A
Fire insurance proceeds, priority, 175 § 97A
Continuance, 60 §§ 37A, 37
Cotenant paying tax on interest of cotenant, 60
§§ 85, 86
Decedents estate, doubtful or unascertained
title, 59 § 12E
Decedents real estate where title doubtful, dis-
solution, 80 § 12
Deferral and recovery agreements, 80 § 13B
Divided or partitioned real property, 59 § 78A
Doubtful or unascertained titles,
Decedents estates, 59 § 12E
Title search expenses, 59 § 12F
Duration, 60 § 37
Eminent domain, land taken, 79 § 44A
Estates, decedents, doubtful or unascertained
title, 59 § 12E
Fees, certificates of liens, 60 § 23A
Fire insurance, municipalities, priorities, 175
§ 97A
Foreclosure of right of redemption, 60 § 66
Forests and forestry, special assessments, bet-
terment assessments, 61 § 5
Home heating oil release, betterment agree-
ments, 111 § 127B54
Horticultural land, 61A § 9
Interest, sewer rates and charges, 83 § 16D
Lead paint removal, betterment agreements,
111 § 127B'/!
Leases, public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
TAX LIENS—Cont'd
Lienors, notice of filing petition for foreclosure
of right of redemption, 60 § 66
Military forces, active duty, deferral, recovery,
59 § 5
Municipal liens, fire insurance proceeds, priori-
ty, 175 § 97A
Notice,
Betterment agreements, septic system, home
heating oil release, lead paint removal,
111 § 127Bfe
In lieu of, betterment assessments, 80 § 12
Partitioned real property, 59 § 78A
Private use, public lands, 59 § 2B
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Real estate, 60 § 37
Reassessed tax, 59 § 77
Reassessment, 80 § 16
Records and recordation, notice, betterment
assessments, payment in lieu of, 80 § 12
Recreational lands, 61B §§ 6, 15
Septic system, betterment agreements. Ill
§ 127BK>
Service agents, tax receivables, transfers, 60
§ 2C
Sewer rates and charges, 83 § 16A et seq.
State lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Suspension of assessment for public improve-
ment, 60 § 3B
Tax or portion of tax assessed on other parcel,
60 § 22A
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Termination, sewer rates and charges, 83
§ 16B
Title search expenses, doubtful or unascer-
tained title, 59 § 12F
Transfers, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Unascertained title,
Decedents estates, 59 § 12E
Title search expenses, 59 § 12F
United States, leases, enforcement, 59 § 3E
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, affordable housing, 40 § 60
TAX LISTS
Generally, 58 § 5; 59 §§ 29 et seq., 44
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Agricultural or horticultural land, 61A § 21
Approval of form, 59 § 54
Audits and auditors, 59 § 32
Blank lists furnished, 59 § 30
Charitable organizations, 59 § 29
Classifications, 59 § 44
Commitment for collection, 59 § 53
Committed to collector, 59 § 54
Confidential or privileged information, 59 § 32
Contents, 59 § 44
Electronically prepared card records, 60 § 6
Estimate of value in default, 59 §§ 36, 37
Inspection, 59 § 32
Instructions as to bringing in, 58 § 5
Limitation of actions, verification, production
of books and papers, 59 § 31A
Literary purposes, property held for, 59 § 29
Loss of exemption on willful omission to
bring in, 59 § 5
Mechanically prepared card records, 60 § 6
Open to public, 59 § 43
Posting by sheriff or deputy, 60 § 88
Production of books and papers, verification,
59 § 31A
Recreational lands, 61B § 17
Required, 58 § 5; 59 § 5
Return by collector, 60 § 2
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TAX LISTS—Cont'd
Sewer rates and charges, 83 § 16C
Sheriff or deputy, posting, 60 § 88
Smart growth, school funds, reimbursement,
40S§ 3
Valuation, 59 §§ 44, 46
Verification, 59 § 31
Production of books and papers, 59 § 31A
Willful omission to bring in, 59 § 5
TAX REBATES
Aged persons, tax assessments, 59 § 5
TAX RECEIVABLES
Generally, 60 § 2C
TAX RETURNS
Generally, 60 § 2
Animals for excise tax, 59 § 8A
Corporations, this index
Landlord and tenant, real estate, 59 § 38D
Oaths and affirmations, 59 § 38E
Names of corporations, 59 § 83
Pipelines, 59 § 38A
Tax collector, 60 § 2
Telegraph and telephone companies, 59 §§ 41,
42
Tenants, real estate, 59 § 38D
Oaths and affirmations, 59 § 38E
Vessels or ships engaged in interstate, foreign
commerce etc., 59 § 8
TAX SALES
Abandoned buildings, foreclosure of right of
redemption, 60 § 81A
Abatement of taxes, relief to purchaser, 59
§ 65A
Account to owner for surplus, 60 § 28
Adjournment, 60 § 44
Collector to purchase for town if bid insuffi-
cient, 60 § 48
Land acquired through foreclosure of tax
titles, 60 § 77B
Low value land held by municipality under
tax title, 60 § 80
Notice, 60 § 26
Advertisement, charges added to tax for collec-
tion, 60 § 15
Affidavits,
Abandonment of buildings, land purchased
or taken for nonpayment of taxes, 60
§ 81A
Collector, evidence, 60 § 57
Answer, petition for foreclosure of redemption
right, 60 §§ 67, 68, 70
Apportionment of cost, several parcels of small
value, 60 § 51
Arson, prospective purchasers, statements, 60
§ 77B
Assigning tax title, 60 § 61
Assignments, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Attorneys, fees, right of redemption, foreclo-
sure, 60 § 65
Auction sale, 60 § 43
Collection of taxes subsequent to, 60 §§ 61A,
61
Collector to purchase for town where bid insuf-
ficient, 60 § 48
Conduct, 60 § 43
Credits to collector, 60 § 95
Decedents estates, doubtful or unascertained
title, 59 § 12E
Defects, low value lands held by city under tax
title, limitation of actions, 60 § 80C
TAX
TAX SALES—Cont'd
Delinquent taxes, prospective purchasers, state-
ments, 60 § 77B
Deposit by purchaser to insure good faith, 60
§ 43
Enforce lien, 60 § 87
Estates, decedents, doubtful or unascertained
title, 59 § I2K
Evidence,
Collectors deed to purchaser, 60 § 45
Instrument of taking. 60 § 54
Low value lands held by municipality, 60
§ 80A
Sale of land, affidavit, 60 § 57
Expenses, certification, local tax collections, 60
§ 37B
Fees,
For taking, 60 § 55
Instruments of taking, records and recorda-
tion, 60 § 15
Low value lands, municipalities held under
tax titles, 60 § 79
Foreclosure of rights of redemption, petition.
60 § 65
Goods distrained, 60 § 25
Charges and fees added to tax for collection,
60 § 15
Inadequate bids for low value land held by
municipality under tax title, 60 § 80
Injunctions, cities and towns, taking possession
for tax, 60 § 53
Inspection, unoccupied buildings, petition to
foreclose rights of redemption. 60 § 81A
Instrument of taking. 60 § 54
Lands subject to tax title held by town, 60
§ 61A
Recording, charges and fees, 60 § 55
Insufficient bids, 60 § 48
Invalid because of error or irregularity subse-
quent to assessment, 60 § 37
Lack of or inadequate bids, 60 § 80
Land court.
Foreclosure of rights of redemption, peti-
tion, 60 § 65
Petition for foreclosure of rights of redemp-
tion, abandonment of buildings, 60
§ 81A
Redemption proceedings, 60 §§ 75, 76A, 76
Land purchased or taken for taxes, 60 § 52
Lands subject to tax title held by town, 60
§ 61A
Lien of subsequent taxes, credits to collector,
60 § 95
Limitation of actions.
Balance due, redemption less than purchaser
entitled to, 60 § 63
Defects, low value lands held by city or
town, 60 § 80C
Low value lands held by city under tax title,
defects, 60 § 80C
Water, sewer, or municipal light rates and
charges, redemption, 60 § 76B
Low value lands held by city under tax title, 60
§ 79 et seq.
Name,
One or more of several owners, 60 § 56
Town changed by law, 60 § 41
Notice, 60 § 40
Application, low value lands acquired under
tax title, 60 § 79
Designation, change of local name, 60 § 41
Determination of abandonment, 60 § 81A
TAX SALES—Cont'd
Notice—Cont'd
Foreclosure of redemption right, abandoned
buildings located on lands taken for
nonpayment of taxes, 60 § 81A
Goods distrained, 60 § 25
Lands acquired through foreclosure of tax
titles, 60 § 77B
Low value lands acquired under tax title, 60
§ 79
Bar to questioning title conveyed, 60
§ 80A
Petition to establish. 60 § SOB
Name of town changed, 60 § 41
Parcels of small value, 60 § 51
Posting, generally, post
Publication, 60 § 40
Several parcels of small value, 60 § 51
Taking for taxes, 60 § 53
Tax receivables, purchasers, 60 § 2C
Partition,
Division of land, 60 § 68
Redemption, 60 § 76A
Payment to purchaser if title invalid. 60 § 46
Personal property, 60 § 24 et seq.
Petitions,
Establishment of title to low value lands
acquired under tax title, 60 § SOB
Foreclosure of redemption rights, aban-
doned building from land taken for
nonpayment of taxes, 60 § 81
A
Notice of filing, procedure, 60 § 75
Redemption of subdivision of land. 60 § 76A
Vacation of decree barring redemption. 60
§§ 69A, 69
Possession by purchaser, 60 § 45
Posting, 60 §§ 25, 42
Adjournment of sale, 60 § 26
Charges and fees added, 60 § 15
Foreclosure of redemption right, abandoned
buildings located on lands taken for
nonpayment of taxes, 60 § 81A
Lands acquired through foreclosure of tax
titles, 60 § 77B
Low value lands by municipality held under
tax titles, 60 § 79
Taking for taxes. 60 § 53
Private use, public lands. 59 § 2B
Proceedings prior to, 60 § 16 et seq.
Protection of interest of municipality, 60 § 50A
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Publication of notice.
Low value lands acquired under tax title, 60
§ 79
Several parcels of small value. 60 § 51
Purchase by municipality, 60 § 43
Purchase by town, credits to collector. 60 § 95
Real estate, payment in lieu of, 44 § 63A
Records and recordation,
Instrument of taking, charges and fees, 60
§ 55
Tax deed, 60 § 52
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Redemption. 60 §§ 62, 63
Answer to petition and offer to redeem, 60
§ 68
Barring redemption, 60 §§ 69A, 69
Collection of sum greater than authorized
prohibited, 60 §§ 62, 104
Confessed petition of foreclosure, 60 § 67
Costs, deposit on petition for foreclosure of
right, 60 § 73
Decree on hearing of specifications set forth
to defeat title, 60 § 70
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TAX SALES—Cont'd
Redemption—Cont'd
Deed as conveying land subject to redemp-
tion, 60 § 45
Default, 60 §§ 67, 69A, 69
Deposit of costs and fees on petition for
foreclosure of rights, 60 § 73
Division of property, 60 § 76A
Redemption as to portions. 60 § 68
Examination of title on filing of petition for
redemption, 60 § 66
Fault in failure to appear and answer peti-
tion for foreclosure of right, 60 §§ 69A,
69
Fees, deposit on petition for foreclosure of
right, 60 § 73
Foreclosure of redemption right,
Land with unoccupied buildings, 60 § 81A
Payment agreements, 60 § 62A
Petition, 60 § 65
Purchaser of possession rights. 60 § 45
Interest, payment agreements, waiver, 60
§ 62A
Jury trial on petition for foreclosure, 60 § 71
Motion, offer of redemption, 60 § 68
Municipality is purchaser, 60 § 45
Notice of filing of petition.
Foreclosure of right of redemption, 60
§ 66
Procedure, 60 § 75
Offer of redemption, answer, 60 § 68
Payment agreements, 60 § 62A
Person other than owner of fee, 60 § 62
Petition for foreclosure, 60 § 65
Land court, 60 §§ 76A, 76
Practice and procedure to conform to land
court practice, 60 § 75
Property seized, sewer rates and charges,
nonpayment, 83 § 16D
Right of redemption, foreclosure, land with
unoccupied buildings, 60 § 81A
Security for repayment until redemption
right foreclosed. 60 § 45
Specification of matters relied on to defeat
title, 60 § 70
Subdivision planned or platted, 60 § 76A
Subsequent taxes part of terms of redemp-
tion, credits to collector, 60 §§ 61, 95
Tax title absolute after foreclosure, 60 § 64
Tax title held by city or town, 60 § 62
Time, 60 § 62
Payment agreements, 60 § 62A
Petition to foreclose right, 60 § 65
Title conveyed as security for repavment, 60
§ 45
Town as purchaser, 60 § 62
Two or more parcels of land include in
petition for foreclosure, 60 § 65
Vacation of decree, 60 §§ 69A, 69
Validity of title raised, 60 § 70
Water, sewer, and municipal light rates and
charges, errors considered in fixing
terms, 60 § 76B
Registration,
Affidavit of collector, as to sale, 60 § 57
Sale or taking cannot be legally made. 60
§ 37A
Rent or income, taking for taxes, 60 § 53
Service agents, tax receivables, transfers, 60
§ 2C
Several parcels of small value sold together, 60
§ 51
Sewer rates and charges, nonpayment, 83
§ 16D
TAX
TAX SALES—Cont'd
Sheriff, collection of tax, 60 § 89
State lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Subsequent taxes, payment on finding of court
for redemption, 60 § 68
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Time. Redemption, ante
Town as purchaser, 60 § 48 et seq.
Lien for subsequent taxes, 60 §§ 61A, 61
Redemption, 60 § 62
Transfers, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Unascertained title, decedents estates, 59
§ 12E
Unoccupied buildings, petition to foreclose
right of redemption, 60 § 81A
Unpaid purchase price, 60 § 49
Void on purchaser failing to pay amount bid,
60 § 49
Warranty, tax deed, 60 § 45
Without foreclosure, 60 §§ 79, 80
TAX SHELTER ANNUITIES
Program participation, political subdivision of-
ficers and employees, 29 § 64D
TAX TITLES
Generally, 60 § 64 et seq.
Abatement of tax, entry, 59 § 70A
Absolute after foreclosure, 60 § 64
Acknowledgment of satisfaction on redemp-
tion, 60 § 62
Addition of subsequent taxes, abatement, 59
§ 65A
Appropriations by municipality for foreclosure
in land court, 60 § 50B
Arson, purchaser statements, 60 § 77B
Assignment, 60 § 61
Municipality, 60 § 52
Attorneys, fees, right of redemption, foreclo-
sure, 60 § 65
Care and disposal of lands acquired by foreclo-
sure, 60 § 77B
Consent, foreclosure of rights of redemption,
60 § 65
Covenants,
Calls for payment of money, 60 § 77
Subject to, 60 § 54
Damages, title of purchaser invalid, 60 § 46
Deemed invalid, proceedings, 60 § 82 et seq.
Error or irregularity,
Effect, 60 § 37
Water, sewer, or municipal light rates and
charges, 60 § 76B
Defects, low value lands held by city under tax
title, limitation of actions, 60 § 80C
Delinquent taxes, prospective purchasers, state-
ments, 60 § 77B
Discharge recording, 60 § 46
Evidence, amount required for redemption, 60
§ 50
Final decree, recording, 60 § 75
Foreclosure,
Absolute after, 60 §§ 62, 64
Absolute without, 60 § 62
Arson convictions or delinquent taxes, pro-
spective purchasers, statements, 60
§ 77B
Name of treasurer, 60 § 50
Right of redemption under tax title, 60
§S 50,62
Abandonment of buildings, 60 § 81A
Petition, 60 § 65
Town treasurer or tax commissioner, 60
§ 50
TAX TITLES—Cont'd
Instrument of taking as evidence, 60 § 54
Invalid, release of town from liability, 60 § 82
Land court,
Appropriation by municipality for foreclo-
sure proceedings, 60 § 50B
Jurisdiction, foreclosure of rights of redemp-
tion, 60 § 64
Low value lands acquired by municipality. 60
§ 79 et seq.
Municipality assigning, right to take or sell for
nonpayment of taxes, 60 § 61
Notice,
Assignment or transfer by municipality, 60
§ 52
Filing of petition, recording, 60 § 75
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Owner to file statement of residence, 60 § 47
Payment,
Amount on redemption from sale or taking,
60 § 62
Invalid title, 60 § 46
Possession, management, and sale of land, 60
§ 52
Practice and procedure, 60 § 75
Proceedings if deemed invalid, 60 § 82 et seq.
Recording, surrender or discharge, 60 § 47
Sales,
Deductions, 59 § 23
Tax Sales, generally, this index
Sewers and drains, rates and charges, errors
and irregularities, consideration in fixing
redemption terms, 60 § 76B
Surrender, recording, 60 § 46
Taking, land subject to tax title held by town,
60 § 61A
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Transfer by municipality, 60 § 52
Vesting on taking by town, 60 § 54
TAXATION
Generally, 58 § 1 et seq.
Abandoned property, definitions, 60 § 1
Abatement of taxes, 59 § 59 et seq.
Aged persons, sewer, water charges, 59 § 5
Amount, 59 § 58A
Less than ten dollars, 60 § 2
Answer, 59 § 64
Informal procedure, 58A § 7A
Appeal and review, 59 § 64
Agreement with applicant pending, 58A
§ 6
Amount required to be paid, 59 § 65B
Appellate tax board, 59 §§ 64, 65
Granted without findings of fact and re-
port, 58A § 13
Informal procedure, 58A § 7A
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Jurisdiction, 58A § 6
Loss of right to appeal for failure to
comply with discovery requirements,
59 § 61A
Mortgage holder applying for abatement,
59 § 59
Petition, 59 § 65 et seq.
Hearings, 58A § 8
Informal procedure, 58A § 7A
Not entered in time, 59 § 65C
Appeals court granting, 58A § 13
Appearance by commissioner, 58 § 1A
Appellate tax board. 59 §§ 64, 65
Applications, 59 § 59
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TAXATION—Cont'd
Abatement of taxes—Cont'd
Applications—Cont'd
Failure to comply with discovery require-
ments, loss of right to appeal, 59
§ 61A
Appraisal reports, exchanging information,
58A § 8A
Assessment, valuation, 59 § 72
Audits and auditors, 58 § 8
Boats and boating, excise taxes, 60B § 2
Books of collectors, 60 §§ 6, 7
Brownfields, cleanup and redevelopment, 59
§ 59A
Certificates and certification, 59 § 70
Exhibited by person claiming benefit, 60
§ 20
Procedures, 58 § 8
Charges and expenses of collecting tax, 59
§ 72
City auditor, notice, 59 § 23B
Clerical error, 58 § 8
Complaint, 59 § 64
Conditions, 59 § 61
Appeal, 59 § 65B
Costs prepaid by person applying for, 59
§ 62
Credit to collector for sums abated, 60 § 95
Different valuation,
Pipeline, 59 § 38A
Telephone and telegraph company prop-
erty, 59 § 39
Discovery proceedings, 59 § 61A
Excessive valuation of motor vehicles, excise
tax, 60A§ 1
Excise tax on farm animals, 59 § 8A
Failure to enter appeal within time, 59
§ 65C
Formal procedure before appellate tax
board, 58A § 7
Hazardous substances and waste, releases,
cleanup and redevelopment, 59 § 59A
Hearing by appellate tax board, 58A § 8; 59
§ 64
Informal procedure before appellate tax
board, 58A §§ 7A, 7B
Information necessary for evaluation of
property, 59 § 38G
Interest,
Reimbursement, 59 § 69
Waiver. 59 § 69
Jurisdiction of appellate tax board, 58A § 6
Land acquired by towns, 59 § 72A
List of personal property, furnishing to as-
sessor, 59 § 61
Local penalty charges, bad check payments,
60 § 57A
Military forces, active duty, 59 § 5
Minimum amount, 59 § 58A
Motor vehicle excise tax, excessive valuation,
60A§ 1
National guard, active duty, 59 § 5
Notice, 59 § 23B
Assessors to officers of cities and towns,
59 § 23B
Collector, auditor, 59 § 70A
Deadline for application, bills, notices, 60
§ 3A
Decision on application, 59 § 63
Local taxes, corporation liable to tax, 59
§ 74
Uncollectible taxes, 59 § 71
Oaths and affirmations, 59 § 38E
TAXATION
TAXATION—Cont'd
Abatement of taxes—Cont'd
Oil or hazardous material releases, cleanup
and redevelopment. 59 § 59A
Order of appellate tax board, 59 § 65B
Petitions, 58A § 7
Pipeline, different valuation, 59 § 38A
Postmarks,
Appeal petitions, 58A § 7
Appellate tax board petitions, delivery, 59
§ 65
Applications, 59 § 59
Complaints, delivery, 59 § 64
Prior to decision on appeal. 58A § 7
Procedure after abatement, 59 § 70A
Records, 59 § 60
Refunds. 59 § 69
Reimbursement,
Claims, cities and towns, 58 § 8B
Tax paid. 59 § 69
Reports, 58 § 8
Reservists, active duty, 59 § 5
Sale or taking of real property, 59 § 65A
Sewers and sewer systems,
Assessments, 83 § 28
Debt service, aged persons, 59 § 5
Ships or vessels,
Engaged in interstate, foreign trade, 59
§ 8
Excise taxes, 60B § 2
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Statement, tax bill or notice, 60 § 3A
Tax assessments—special,
Appeal, 80 § 10
Penalty charges, payment with bad check,
60 § 57A
I ax Collectors and Collections, this index
Time, applications, bills, notices, statement.
60 § 3A
Town accountant, notice, 59 § 23B
Transfer of appeal, informal to formal pro-
cedure, 58A § 7A
Transfer of complaint to appellate tax board,
59 § 64
Uncollected taxes, 58 § 8; 59 § 71
Real estate taxes, purchased by town, 59
§ 72A
Urban redevelopment corporation, assessed
valuation, 12 1A § 10
Water supply, debt service, aged persons, 59
§ 5
Absence, poverty, of taxpayer, abatement of
uncollectible taxes. 59 § 71
Acknowledgment of satisfaction of tax title ac-
count on redemption from tax title held by
city or town, 60 § 62
Actions and proceedings,
Abatement or recovery of tax by person
other than one to whom tax is assessed,
59 § 59
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Balance when amount paid for redemption
is less than purchaser or assignee was
entitled to, 60 § 63
Collector for recovery of unpaid tax. 60 § 35
Heir or devisee, recovery for taxes paid, 59
§ 12D
Oaths and affirmations, 59 § 38E
Recovery of, taxes paid, 60 §§ 60, 85, 98
Taxes paid, 60 §§ 60, 85, 98
Towns, recovery from on failure to assess
and pay state or county tax, 59 § 28
TAXATION—Cont'd
Actions and proceedings—Cont'd
Water, sewer, or municipal light rates and
charges, consideration in redemption
terms, 60 § 76B
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Administration, joint agreements, cities and
towns, 41 § 30B
Administrators. Probate Proceedings, this in-
dex
Affidavits,
Addresses. 59 § 57D
Commissioner as to low value lands acquired
by municipality under tax title. 60 § 79
Records and recordation, post
Affirmations. Oaths and affirmations, general-
ly, post
Aged persons,
Aid to the elderly and disabled taxation
funds, cities and towns. 60 § 3D
Assessments, exemptions. 59 § 5
Care of, improvements to real property, ex-
emption, 59 § 5
Agents and agency.
Appointment by tax title owner for releasing
land, 60 § 47
Nonresidents, appointment, 59 § 57D
Tax receivables, transfers, service agents. 60
§ 2C
Agricultural Land, this index
Air space leases, 40 § 22E
Aircraft, this index
Airports and Landing Fields, this index
Alternative dispute resolution, appeal and re-
view, 58A § 8A
Amendment,
Alteration and modification of existing laws,
suggestions by appellate tax board, 58A
§ 4
Existing laws, 58A § 4
Amount, notice. 60 § 3
Animals, excise tax. 59 § 8A
Answer, petition for foreclosure of redemption
right, 60 §§ 67, 68, 70
Appeal and review, 59 § 64
Abatement of taxes, ante
Alternative dispute resolution, 58A § 8A
Alternative procedure, petitions for abate-
ment, determination, 58A §§ 7A, 7B
Answer, 58A § 7
Apportionment of taxes, property divided
after assessment, 59 § 81
Appraisal reports, exchange. 58A § 8A
Assessed value of property, costs, 58A § 12A
Assessment of local taxes, jurisdiction, 58A
§ 6
Audited income and expense statements,
large residential units, 58A § 7
Average valuation.
Municipalities and districts, exempt prop-
erty, 59 § 5F
Property acquired by another jurisdiction,
59 § 5E
Bar, tax returns. 59 § 38D
Board of assessors, valuation of lands of
state or county located in cities and
towns. 58 § 14
Certificate of average evaluation. 59 §§ 5E,
5F
Charitable organization exemption, eligibili-
ty. 59 § 5B
Claim of appeal, filing. 58A § 13
Classification of property, post
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TAXATION—Cont'd
Appeal and review—Cont'd
( bnsolidation,
Valuation of same pipeline system, 59
§ 38A
Valuation of telephone and telegraph
companies, 59 § 39
Costs, 58A § 12
Assessed value of property, 58A § 12A
Order, abatement proceedings, 59 § 64
Proceedings. 58A §§ 7, 12
Recording of proceedings, 58A § 10
Successive appeals, 58A § 12A
County commissioners, person aggrieved by
judgment of assessor, 59 § 5
Decisions, 58A § 13
Depositions. 58A § 11
Dismissal,
Abatement proceedings. 59 § 65B
Appeals court. 58A § 13
Information, return, 59 § 381)
Inspection of property, failure to permit.
58A § 8A
Elections,
Alternative procedures, petitions for
abatement, determination, 58A § 7A
Form of procedure in abatement proceed-
ing, 59 § 64
Hearing, informal procedure, 58A § 7
A
Electronic stenographic report. 58A § 10
Entry fee on petition, 58A § 7
Abatement proceeding. 59 § 64
Lntry on property. 58A § 8A
Equalized valuations. 58 § I0B
Evidence,
Alternative procedure, petition for abate-
ment determination, 58A § 7A
Burden, hearing appeal related to as-
sessed value, 58A § 12A
Compelling production. 58A § 1
1
Informal procedure, 58A § 7A
Inspection by public, 58A § 13
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Exemption of property of certain persons.
jurisdiction, 58A § 6
Expenses, informal procedure, 58A § 7A
Failure to enter appeal in time, abatement
proceedings, 59 § 65C
Fees, 58A §§ 7A, 7
Small claims procedure. 58A § 7B
Transfer fee, informal to formal proce-
dure, 58A § 7A
Findings. 58A § 13
Formal procedure, 58A § 7
Forms, small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Further review, small claims procedure, 58A
§ 7B
Flearings, 58A §§ 2, 8
Recording of proceedings, 58A § 10
Informal procedures, 58A §§ 7A, 7B
Findings and reports, 58A § 13
Inspection.
Property before hearing petition for
abatement of tax, 58A § 8A
Reports, findings and opinions by public,
58A§ 13
Judgment of assessors, 59 § 5
Judicial review, 58A § 13
Jurisdiction, 58A § 6
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Mailing, process, 58A § 9
Motions, service, 58A § 9
Motor vehicle excise tax, abatement, 60A
§§ 2,8
TAXATION
TAXATION—Cont'd
Appeal and review—Cont'd
Notice,
Abatement of local taxes, corporations li-
able for franchise tax, 59 § 74
Formal procedure, transfer, 58A § 7A
Pipeline valuation, decision, 59 § 38A
Service, 58A § 9
Oaths and affirmations, administration, 58A
§ 11
Opinions, 58A § 13
Orders of court,
Abatement proceeding, 59 § 65B
Refund, 59 §§ 64, 65
Service, 58A § 9
Overvaluation, answer, 58A § 7
Party aggrieved by judgment of assessor, 59
§ 5
Payment of taxes with bad check, penalty
abatement, 60 § 57A
Payments in lieu of taxes, cities, towns or
districts, 59 § 5D et seq.
Person aggrieved by classification, 58 § 2
Person other than to whom tax is assessed,
59 § 59
Petitions, 58A § 7
Answer, 58A § 7
Refusal to abate tax, 59 § 65B
Pipeline valuation, 59 §§ 38A, 42A
Pleadings, 58A § 8A
Alternative procedure, determination of
petition for abatement, 58A § 7A
Informal procedure, 58A § 7A
Service, 58A § 9
Process,
Expenses of service taxed as costs, 58A
§ 12
Mailing, 58A § 9
Production of books and papers, 58A § 1
1
Public hearings, 58A § 8
Record on appeal, 58A § 13
Refunds, order, abatement proceedings, 59
§ 64
Registered mail, process, service, 58A § 9
Rules of practice and procedure, 58A §§ 7A,
8
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Service of process, 58A § 9
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Statement, informal procedure, 58A § 7A
Subpoenas, compelling production of books,
papers, 58A § 1
1
Successive appeals, costs, 58A § 12A
Telephone and telegraph company valua-
tion, 59 §§ 39, 42A
Time, filing claim of appeal, 58A § 13
Transcripts, proceedings, 58A § 10
Transfers,
Fees,
Forwarded in abatement proceeding,
59 § 64
Informal to formal procedure, 58A
§ 7A
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Traveling expenses, witnesses, 58A § 11
Urban redevelopment corporations, property
valuation, 121A § 10
Valuation, post
Waiver, 58A § 10
Right to appeal, 58A §§ 7A, 13
Small claims procedure, further review,
58A § 7B
Widow, aged person or minor, 59 § 5
TAXATION—Cont'd
Appeal and review—Cont'd
Witnesses,
Costs, 58A§ 12
Fees and expenses, taxed as costs, 58A
§ 12
Summoning and examining, 58A § 11
Appellate tax board, 58A § 1 et seq.
Appeal court, 58A § 13
Appearance, revenue department commis-
sioner, 58 § 1A
Assignment, members, 58A § 2
Attorneys,
Actions restriction, 58A § 1
Appointment, 58A § 5A
Chairman. 58A § 1
Clerks, appointment, 58A § 5A
Compensation and salaries, 58A § 1
Damages, disproportionate assessments, 58A
§ 14
Decisions, 58A § 13
Equalized valuation, 58 § 10B
Establishment, 58A § 1
Expenses and expenditures, vouchers, pay-
ment, 58A § 5A
Findings, 58A § 13
Governor, appointment of members, 58A
§ 1
Hearings, 58A §§ 2, 8
Officers and employees, removal from of-
fice, 58A § 5A
Judicial review, 58A § 13
Jurisdiction, 58A § 6
Malfeasance, removal from office, 58A § 1
Officers and employees, 58A § 5A
Meetings, 58A § 2
Neglect, removal from office, 58A § 1
Officers and employees, 58A § 5A
Notice,
Decision, pipeline valuation, 59 § 38A
Officers and employees, removal from of-
fice, 58A § 5A
Proceedings, service, 58A § 9
Valuation of lands held by state or county
in cities and towns. 58 § 14
Office, 58A § 2
Officers and employees, appointment, 58A
§ 5A
Opinions, 58A § 13
Performance evaluations, 58A § 1
Place of sitting, 58A § 2
Public utilities, classification of property,
58A§ 12D
Quorum, 58A § 1A
Removal from office, 58A § 1
Officers and employees, 58A § 5A
Reports, 58A § 13
Annual report to general court, 58A § 4
Opinions, 58A § 13
Performance evaluations, 58A § 1
Proceedings, 58A § 10
Publication, 58A § 3
Retirement and pensions, officers and em-
ployees, 58A § 5A
Rules of practice and procedure, 58A §§ 7A,
8
Salary of members, 58A § 1
Single member deciding, 58A § 1A
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Speedy hearing, single member deciding,
58A§ 1A
Supreme judicial court, 58A § 13
Temporary employees, 58A § 1
Term of office, 58A § 1
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TAXATION—Cont'd
Appellate tax board—Cont'd
Travel expenses, 58A § 5
Urban redevelopment corporation, appeal
valuation, 121A § 10
Utilities, classification of property, 58A
§ 12D
Vacancy in office, 58A § 1
Applications,
Abatement of taxes, ante
Commercial exemptions, 59 § 51
Apportionment,
Action for recovery because of error or ir-
regularity, 60 § 98
Divided real property, 59 § 78A
Equalized valuations, 58 § 10C
Erroneous or illegal, 59 § 82
Action for recovery, 60 § 98
Arrest,
Charges and fees added to tax for collection,
60 § 15
Collection of tax by arrest and imprison-
ment, 60 § 29 et seq.
Credit, amount of taxes assessed upon per-
son committed, 60 § 95
Delinquent proceedings prior to, 60 § 16 et
seq.
Sheriff, collection of tax, 60 § 89
Assessments,
Tax Assessments, generally, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this in-
dex
Assessors. Tax Assessors, generally, this index
Assignments, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Associations and Societies, this index
Auction,
Disposal of land by municipality acquired
through foreclosure of tax titles, 60
§ 77B
Low value lands acquired by city under tax
title, 60 § 79
Audits and auditors,
Abatement, 58 § 8
Application for abatement, 59 § 60
Average valuation,
Municipalities and districts, exempt property
held in another city or town, 59 § 5F
Property acquired by another jurisdiction, 59
§ 5E
Avoidance, penalty, 59 § 90
Bankruptcy, this index
Bed and breakfast homes, classification of
property, 59 § 2A
Benevolent purposes,
List of property held for to be furnished
assessor, 59 § 29
Lists and statements required as to property
held for, 58 § 5
Bills. Tax Bills, generally, this index
Board, definition in law relating to abatement,
59 § 70A
Boarding and lodging houses. Room Occu-
pancy Excise, generally, this index
Boards and commissions,
Tax Assessors, this index
Tax Commission, generally, this index
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), licensees,
Personal estate, 59 § 4
Release of delinquent taxpayer committed
for nonpayment of tax, 60 § 34A
Books and papers, furnished by municipality.
59 § 45
Boston, this index
Bridges, stocks, personal estate, 59 § 4
TAXATION
TAXATION—Cont'd
Burden of proof, equalized valuations, 58
§ 10B
Certificates and certification.
Abatement of taxes, ante
Average valuation, property acquired by an-
other jurisdiction, 59 §§ 5E, 5F
Discharging real estate from certain taxes
and assessments, 60 § 23
Exhibit by person claiming benefit of abate-
ment to collector demanding taxes, 60
§ 20
Extinguishing right acquired under collector
deed or evidence of taking, 60 § 63
Invalid title of petitioner to establish title to
low value lands held by municipality
under tax title, 60 § SOB
Issued by treasurer extinguishing right ac-
quired under collector deed or evidence
of taking. 60 § 63
Lien of cotenant paying tax, 60 § 86
Losses, property taken for flood control, 58
§ 17B
Municipal lighting plant charges due, 60
§ 23
Payment of tax by person other than owner
of fee, 60 § 60
Release, redemption of property, tax sale, 60
§ 63
Subdivision plans, recording, 60 § 23
Subsequent to sale for addition to title ac-
count. 60 § 61
Tax lien, 60 § 23
Tax title holder changing place of residence.
60 § 47
Uncollectible taxes certified for abatement,
59 § 71
Certification by collector to town treasurer of
taxes subsequent to sale for addition to tax
title account, 60 § 61
Chairman, appellate tax board, 58A § 1
Changes, address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Charges and fees,
Taking land, 60 § 55
Waiver, 60 § 15
Charities, this index
Chattel mortgages, taxation of mortgaged prop-
erty, 59 § 19
Chattels, personal estate, 59 § 4
Children and minors, surviving minor child, 59
§ 5
Cigarette Tax, generally, this index
Classification of property, 58 § 2; 59 § 2A
Appeal and review, 58 § 2
Improper classification, 58A § 7
Alternative procedure, 58A §§ 7A, 7B
Informal procedure, 58A §§ 7A, 7B
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Collection of information, 58 § 6
Cooperative agreements, cities and towns, 41
§ 30B
Corporation followed in assessment of ma-
chinery used in conduct of business. 59
§ 5
Correcting improper methods of assessors.
58 § 4
Damages, disproportionate assessments, 58A
§ 14
Determination of valuation, 58 § 10
Electric, distribution, generation companies,
cities and towns, transition payments, 59
§ 38H
Evidence, 58A § 12B
Furnishing information to assessors, 58 § 3
TAXATION—Cont'd
Classification of property—Cont'd
Improper classification, appeal, 58A § 7
Informal procedure, 58A §§ 7A, 7B
Joint agreements, cities and towns, 41 § 30B
Lists, 59 § 44
Local levy, 40 § 56
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Public utilities, appeals, 58A § 121)
Tabulations of information, 58 § 6
Uniformity, 58 §§ 1,3
Clerical error, abatement of taxes, 58 § 8
Collectors and collections. Tax Collectors and
Collections, generally, this index
Commercial property,
Class three, small employers, exemptions, 59
§ 51
Classification. 59 § 2A
Small employers, class three, exemptions, 59
§ 51
Statement in tax bill or notice, 60 § 3A
Commitment of tax list by assessor for collec-
tion, 59 § 53
Consolidation, appeal from valuation,
Pipe line system, 59 § 38A
Telephone and telegraph companies, 59
§ 39
Cooperative agreements, cities and towns, 41
§ 30B
Cooperative Banks, this index
Corporations, this index
( osts.
Abatement, costs and uncollectible taxes, 58
§ 8
Appeal and review, ante
Appeals court, 58A § 13
Appellate tax court procedure, 58A § 7A
Liability of person failing to exhibit certifi-
cate of abatement, 60 § 20
Order by appellate tax board in abatement
proceedings, 59 § 64
Person failing to exhibit certificate of abate-
ment, 60 § 20
Prepayment, person applying for abatement,
59 § 62
Supreme judicial court, appeal from appel-
late tax board, 58A § 13
Cotenant paying tax, lien on interest of coten-
ant, 60 §§ 85, 86
County tuberculosis hospital, land held for in
town, 58 § 17A
Covenants running with the land, calls for pay-
ment of money not enforceable against
town as owner, 60 § 77
Damages,
Disproportionate assessments, 58A § 14
Taking possession of land for taxes, 60 § 53
Title of purchaser invalid, 60 § 46
Debts, personal estate, 59 § 4
Decree against public officers, payment, 41
§ 43A
Deeds. Tax Deeds, generally, this index
Deficits, anticipated receipts allocated by cities
and towns, 44 § 53E
Definitions, local appropriating authorities, tax
limitations, 59 § 21C
Delinquencies,
Purchasers of tax deeds, statements, 60
§ 77B
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Demand,
Collection prior to sale, distress, 60 §§ 16,
17
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TAXATION—Cont'd
Demand—Cont'd
Municipal purchaser at sale that owner take
action to preserve property, 60 § 50A
Deposit of tax money, payment over of interest
by collector, 60 § 2
Depositions, appeals. 58A § 1
1
Deposits in trust with state treasurer, assess-
ment, 58 § 28
Descent and Distribution, this index
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1 et seq.
Devisees, liability, 59 § 12D
Disabled veterans, exemption, 59 § 5
Disclaimer of tax title held by town, 60 § 84
Discounts, 59 § 58
Discovery, abatement proceedings, 59 § 61A
Dismissal and nonsuit. Appeal and review,
generally, ante
Dissolution of lien of cotenant paying tax. 60
§ 86
Distress, 60 § 24
Account to owner by collector for surplus
from sale, 60 §28
Collection, 60 §§ 24, 25
Levy on stock and produce, 60 § 27
Proceedings prior to, 60 § 16 et seq.
Sheriff, collection of tax, 60 § 89
Stock or produce, 60 § 27
Levy for tax on land used in occupation
by one not the owner, 60 § 27
Time for after posting of tax list and war-
rant, 60 § 88
Warrant to officer, 60 § 34
Without demand, 60 § 19
Distributions, 58 § 20A
Districts, this index
Divided real property, 59 § 78A
Doubtful or unascertained title,
Decedents estate, 59 § 12E
Title search expenses, 59 § 12F
Early payment, discounts, 59 § 58
Elderly persons, assessments, exemption of
property, 59 § 5
Elections,
Appeal and review, ante
Limitation on valuation. 59 § 21C
Eminent domain,
Damages, 79 § 12
Real estate acquired by corporation by emi-
nent domain, 59 § 3B
Endowment associations, exemption, 59 § 5
Entry on property, appeal and review, 58A
§ 8A
Equalized valuation. 58 § 9 et seq.
Appeal, 58 § 10B
Burden of proof, 58 § 10B
Changing, 58 § 10A
Determination, 58 § 10
Failure to submit information. 58 § 10
Fair cash value, 58 § 9
Final equalization and apportionment, 58
§ 10C
Hearing, 58 § 10A
Information withheld, loss of right to appeal.
58 § 10
Loss of right to appeal, 58 § 10
Method for determining, 58 § 10
Notice, hearing, 58 § 10A
Returns, 58 § 10
Estates, decedents estates, doubtful or unascer-
tained title, 59 § 12E
TAXATION
TAXATION—Cont'd
Estimate,
Amount each town is to receive under cer-
tain section, 58 § 25A
Statements, 58 § 10
Evasion of Tax, generally, this index
Evidence,
Appeal and review, ante
Classification, 58A § 12B
Valuation, 58A §§ 12B, 12C
Examinations and examiners, title,
Filing petition for foreclosure of redemp-
tion, 60 § 66
Payment for by person redeeming, 60 § 62
Excise Taxes, generally, this index
Execution, public officers, payment, 41 § 43A
Executors. Probate Proceedings, this index
Exemptions. Tax Exemptions, generally, this
index
Expenses, informal procedures, appeals, 58A
§ 7A
Extension of time for payment, 59 § 65B
Fair cash valuation,
Classification of property, 59 § 2A
Equalized valuation, 58 § 9
False valuation, penalty, 41 § 30
Fees,
Appeals, 58A §§ 7A, 7
Appellate tax board procedure, 58A § 7A
Instruments of taking, records and recorda-
tion, 60 § 15
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Waiver, 60 § 15
Findings, appeals, 58A § 13
Fines and penalties,
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Assessors failure to assess required taxes, 59
§ 93
Assessors failure to subscribe valuation list,
59 § 52
Collectors, 60 § 99 et seq.
Concealing property, evasion of tax, 59 § 90
Evasion of tax, 59 § 89 et seq.
Agricultural or horticultural land, 61A
§ 23
Horticultural land taxes, bad check payment,
60 § 57A
Reciprocal enforcement of tax liabilities, 58
§ 28C
Valuation, information, return, 59 § 38D
Willfully evading proper valuation, 59 § 90
Fire districts, 48 § 69
Amount of annual assessment, 59 § 23
Fish and game, gear and nets, exemption, 59
§ 5
Foreign Corporations, this index
Foreign States, this index
Forests and Forestry, this index
Forms,
Approval, 58 § 31
Assessment and collection, 60 § 105
Assessors statement, valuation list, 59 § 52
Tax bills or notices, 60 § 3A
Fraternal organizations, exemption, 59 § 5
Fraud, evasion of tax, false or fraudulent list
return, 59 § 91
Fuli and fair cash valuation, definitions, tax
limitations, 59 § 21C
Furniture, exemption, 59 § 5
Garages, exemption, 59 § 5
Goods, taxable as personal estate, 59 § 4
Handicapped persons, aid to the elderly and
disabled taxation funds, cities and towns,
60 § 3D
TAXATION—Cont'd
Health care claims trust funds, deficits, rates
and charges, 32B § 3A
Hearings,
Appeal and review, ante
Equalized valuation, 58 § 10A
Valuation, state lands, county lands, 58 § 14
Heirs,
Liability, 59 § 12D
Service by collector with statement of
amount and demand for payment, 60
§ 16
Historic residential properties, rehabilitation,
special assessment phase in, 59 § 5J
Home rule procedures, 43B § 8
Horse and dog racing meetings, state share of
total pari mutuel wager, distribution to
cities or towns, 58 § 18D
Horticultural land, 61A § 1 et seq.
Bad checks, payment with, penalty charge,
60 § 57A
Horticultural societies, exemption, 59 § 5
Hotels. Room Occupancy Excise, generally,
this index
Household effects, exemption, 59 § 5
Husband and Wife, this index
Improvement districts, amount of annual as-
sessment, 59 § 23
Improvements, exemption, necessary to provide
housing for aged persons, 59 § 5
Income Tax—State, generally, this index
Increment financing, cities and towns, 40 § 59
Industrial or manufacturing property, classifica-
tion, 59 § 2
Industrial waste, definitions, exemptions, 59
§ 5
Informal procedures, appeals, 58A §§ 7A, 7B
Findings and reports, 58A § 13
Injunctions,
Cities and towns, taking of possession for
taxes, 60 § 53
Foreign corporation or nonresident re-
strained from doing business, 60 § 91
Taking possession for taxes, 60 § 53
Inland fisheries and game fund, reimburse-
ment, 58 § 13
Insolvency, bankruptcy, of taxpayer, abatement
of uncollectible taxes, 59 § 71
Inspections and inspectors,
Applications for abatement, 59 § 60
Books and lists of assessor, 59 § 43
Collectors books, 60 § 8
Lists required to be furnished to assessor, 59
§ 32
Returns, made to commission as to pipe line
property, 59 § 38A
Installments, redemption by tendering or pay-
ing installments on account of tax title
account, 60 § 62
insurance companies. Insurance, this index
Interest,
Abatement, uncollectible taxes, 58 § 8
Added as part of tax, 59 § 57
Collection, 60 § 15
Assessments. Tax Assessments, this index
Charged, 60 § 7
Deadline for avoiding, bills, notices, state-
ment, 60 § 3A
Deposit of tax money, 60 § 2
Excise tax, motor vehicles, 60A § 2
Finding of court for redemption, 60 § 68
Holder of tax title deemed invalid, 60 § 83
Mortgagee, 59 § 12; 60 § 59
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TAXATION—Cont'd
Interest—Cont'd
Motor vehicle excise tax, abatement, 60A
§ 2
Offer of redemption, 60 § 68
Partial payment, priorities and preferences,
60 § 3E
Payment, 60 § 62
Pro rata payments, former public lands, 59
§ 2C
Reassessed taxes, 59 § 78
Reciprocal collection between states, 58
§ 28C
Redemption, 60 § 62
Refunds, abatement of tax, 59 § 64
Reimbursement, person receiving abate-
ment, 59 § 69
Tax money deposited, 60 § 2
Tender, 60 § 62
Unpaid taxes, 59 §§ 57A, 57
Waiver, 60 § 15
Abatement, 59 § 69
Interest in real estate, assessment, 59 § 11 et
seq.
Internal Revenue Code,
Statement furnished public officers and em-
ployees as to amount of federal tax
deducted and withheld, 58 § 28B
Withholding amounts from compensation of
public officers and employees as re-
quired by code, 58 § 28A
Interstate commerce, ships or vessels, 59 § 8
Joint agreements, cities and towns, 41 § 30B
Joint owners, personal property, 59 § 18
Joint tenant paying tax, lien on interest of
cotenant, 60 §§ 85, 86
Judgments,
Credits to collector for judgments rendered
in favor of city or town, 60 § 95
Excess where tax is more than partial pay-
ment, 60 § 22
Jurisdiction, appeal and review, 58A § 6
Small claims procedure, 58A § 7B
Jury trial, petition for foreclosure of rights of
redemption, 60 § 71
Land court,
Appropriations by municipality for foreclo-
sure of tax titles in, 60 § 50B
Certificate discharging real estate from cer-
tain taxes and assessments, recording,
60 § 23
Landing fields. Airports and Landing Fields,
this index
Landlord and Tenant, this index
Leases, this index
Levy, authority, 35 § 30
Liability of collector for taxes after discharge
from imprisonment, 60 § 32
Liens. Tax Liens, generally, this index
Limitations, valuation, 59 § 21C
Limited Liability Companies, this index
Lists. Tax Lists, generally, this index
Literary institutions, exemption, 59 § 5
Literary property, lists and statements required,
58 § 5
Literary purposes, list of property held for
furnished assessor, 59 § 29
Local appropriating authorities, definitions, tax
limitations, 59 § 21C
Local assessments, instructions by commission-
er as to preparing notice and bringing in
lists, 58 § 5
Local option meals excise. Meals, this index
Local Taxation, generally, this index
TAXATION
TAXATION—Cont'd
Local value lands held by city under tax title,
sale, 60 § 79 el seq.
Lodges, exemption. 59 § 5
Lodging houses. Room Occupancy Excise,
generally, this index
Machinery, 59 § 18
Mail and mailing,
Delivery postmarks,
Appeal petitions, 58A § 7
Appellate tax board petitions, 59 § 65
Applications, abatement of taxes, 59 § 59
Complaints, abatement of taxes, 59 § 64
Demand for payment, 60 § 16
Notices, charges added for collection. 60
§ 15
Management of lands,
Acquired through foreclosure of tax title, 60
§ 77B
Purchased or taken for taxes, 60 § 52
Manufactured Homes and Communities, this
index
Maximum allowable valuation. 59 § 21C
Meetings, appellate tax board, 58A § 2
Mental hospitals, exemption. 59 § 5
Merchandise, exemption, 59 § 5
Military Forces, this index
Minimum abatement or refund, 59 § 58A
Minimum residential factor, local usage classifi-
cation, 40 § 56
Mistake, clerical error, abatement, 58 § 8
Money, personal estate, 59 § 4
Mortgages, this index
Motels. Room Occupancy Excise, generally,
this index
Motions, appeals, service, 58A § 9
Motor Vehicles, this index
Municipal Lighting Plants, this index
Names.
Error in not to prevent collection of tax, 60
§ 21
Taking in name of one or more of several
owners, 60 § 56
Natural resources department, reimbursement,
58 § 13
New England power company, cities and towns,
assessed valuation, agreements, 59 § 38H
Nonresidents.
Address affidavits, agents, 59 § 57D
List to be furnished assessor, 59 § 29
Restraining from doing business in state un-
til tax is paid, 60 § 91
Notice. 60 § 3
Abatement of taxes, ante
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Amount, 60 § 3
Appeal and review, ante
Appellate tax board, ante
Assignment or transfer of tax title. 60 § 52
City or town officers of amounts to be lev-
'
ied, 59 § 23A
Classification, 58 § 2
Decision of application for abatement, 59
§ 63
Designation of place for service, 60 § 39
Electronic form, 60 § 3A
Equalization and apportionment of taxes on
towns, 58 § 10
Equalized valuations, hearing. 58 § 10A
Estimate, amount to be received by town, 58
§ 25A
Examination of taxpayer imprisoned for
nonpayment of tax, 60 § 31
TAXATION—Cont'd
Notice—Cont'd
Filing petition.
Appeal from refusal to abate tax, 59
§ 65B
Foreclosure of right of redemption, 60
§ 66
Finding, value of lands held by state or
county in town, 58 § 14
Form, 60 § 3A
Holder of tax title deemed invalid, 60 §§ 82,
83
Interest,
Bill, 59 § 57
Deadline for avoiding, bills, notices. 60
§ 3A
Land held by state or county in town, 58
§ 14
Liens on real estate, 60 § 23
Mortgagee, demand be made on him, 60
§ 38
Petition to establish title to low value lands,
60 § 80B
Pipes and pipelines, notice, 59 § 38A
Preliminary tax payments, 59 § 23D
Real estate,
Separately assessed, 60 § 3
Taking for taxes, 60 § 53
Taking for taxes, 60 § 53
Tax commissioner of abatement of local tax-
es to corporations liable to franchise
tax, 59 § 74
Tax for any year, furnished on request, 60
§ 22A
Town, amount to be received, 58 § 25A
Transfer of abatement, complaint, 59 § 64
Treasurer of delinquent city or town, pay
additional sum assessed, 59 § 20
Valuation,
State lands, county lands, 58 § 14
Telecommunications, decision, 59 § 39
Nuisances, removal by city, expenses, liens and
incumbrances, 139 § 3A
Oaths and affirmations.
Abatement proceedings. 59 § 38E
Appeals, 58A§ 11
Assessor, compliance within assessment of
telephone and telegraph companies, 59
§ 39
Lists required to be furnished to assessor, 59
§ 31
Return, pipe lines, 59 § 38A
Occupancy permits, valuation, time issued, 59
§ 2D
Omitted property,
Assessment, 59 § 75
Time, payment of interest, 59 § 57
Open space lands, classification, 59 § 2A
Opinions, appeals, 58A § 13
Order to show cause, petition to establish title
to low value lands held by municipality
under tax title, 60 § 80B
Orders of court,
Appeal and review, ante
Inspection of list of personal estate fur-
nished assessor, 59 § 32
Ownership of property, information furnished
by commissioner to board of assessors, 58
§ 3
Partial payment. Payments, post
Partition,
Apportionment of tax, 59 § 78A
Redemption where property divided by par-
tition. 60 § 76A
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TAXATION—Cont'd
Partnerships, this index
Paymenis.
Betterment assessments, water rates, sewer
charges, adding to preliminary tax no-
tice, 59 § 23D
Bills, notices, time, statement, 60 § 3A
Books oi collector, 60 §§ 6, 7
Deadline for avoiding interest, bills, notices,
statement, 60 § 3A
Discounts, early payment, 59 § 58
In lieu of taxes.
Cities, towns or districts. 59 §§ 5D, 5F
Private use of public kinds. 59 § 2B
Water resources authority. 59 § 5G
Partial payment, 60 §§ 22A, 22
Prior to sale or taking of property. 60
§ 22
Priorities and preferences, 60 § 3E
Person other than owner of fee, 60 § 60
Petitioner for foreclosure of right oi re-
demption on finding for redemption. 60
§ 68
Preliminary tax payments, 59 § 23D
Pro rata amount, grantee of former public
lands, 59 § 2C
Tender to agent appointed by tax title hold-
er, 60 § 47
Time, 59 § 57
Towns failure to assess and pay state or
county tax, 59 § 28
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Pension associations, exemptions, 59 § 5
Personal Property, this index
Petitions,
Collector to restrain foreign corporation or
nonresident from doing business in state
until tax is paid, 60 § 91
Establish title to low value lands held by
municipality under tax title. 60 § 80B
Foreclosure of rights of redemption under
tax title, 60 § 65
Land court, 60 §§ 76A, 76
Redemption of subdivision of land, 60 § 76A
Vacation of decree barring redemption, 60
§§ 69A, 69
Pews, this index
Pipes and pipelines, 59 § 3C
Valuation, 59 §§ 38A, 42A
Place,
Assessment of personal estate, 59 § 18
Mortgaged property, 59 § 12
Partnerships vessels, 59 § 18
Pleadings. Appeal and review, ante
Pledged personal property, 59 § 19
Possession of lands purchased or taken from
taxes. 60 § 52
Poultry, exemption. 59 § 5
Preliminary tax payments. 59 § 23D
Priorities and preferences,
Lien of cotenant paying taxes. 60 § 86
Partial payment, 60 § 3E
Private use, public lands, 59 § 2B
Pro forma tax, former public lands. 59 § 2C
Probate Proceedings, this index
Process,
Appeals, service, expenses taxed as costs.
58A§ 12
Restraining foreign corporation or nonresi-
dent from doing business in state until
tax is paid, service. 60 § 91
Service of process, generally, post
Service on agent appointed by tax title own-
er, 60 § 47
TAXATION
TAXATION—Cont'd
Production of books and papers, motor vehi-
cles, domicile and residence, 90 § 3fe
Property taxes, pilgrim nuclear power station,
contract, Boston Edison Company and
Plymouth, validation, 59 § 38H
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Public Utilities, this index
Publication,
Definitions, 60 § 1
Notice,
Filing of petition for foreclosure of right
of redemption, 60 § 66
Taking for taxes, 60 § 53
Railroads, this index
Real property, definitions, 59 § 2A
Receipts, installments paid on redemption, 60
§ 62
Receivables, tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Receivership, credit to collector for amount of
claims for taxes allowed in favor of city or
town, 60 § 95
Reciprocity,
Collection in foreign state, 58 § 28C
Exemption, 59 § 5
Records and recordation,
Abatement, 59 § 60
Uncollected taxes, 58 § 8
Affidavits,
Low value lands held by municipality un-
der tax titles, 60 § 79
Sale, 60 § 57
Service on holder of tax title deemed
defective, 60 § 83
Certificate of lien, 60 § 23
Certificate of payment of tax by person oth-
er than owner of fee, 60 § 60
Designation of place where notice be served
on mortgagee or owner of land, 60 § 39
Disclaimer and release of invalid tax title
held by town, 60 § 84
Instrument of taking, 60 § 54
Charges and fees, 60 § 55
Lien of cotenant paying tax, 60 § 86
Motor vehicles, domicile and residence, 90
§ 314
Plan of proposed subdivision of land affect-
ing redemption from tax sale, 60 § 76A
Redemption by person other than owner of
fee, 60 § 62
Release of interest under invalid tax title, 60
§ 82
Statement that sale or taking cannot be le-
gally made, 60 § 37A
Title search expenses, doubtful or unascer-
tained title, 59 § 12F
Valuation information, examination, 58 § 6
Voter registration affidavits, cross checking
with tax records, 58 § 7
Recreational Land, this index
Redemption. Tax Sales, this index
Refunds,
Amount, 59 § 58A
Holders of tax titles adjudicated invalid, 60
§ 84A
Orders,
Abatement proceedings, 59 § 64
Appellate tax board in abatement pro-
ceeding, 59 § 64
Part payment more than tax as finally deter-
mined, 60 § 22
Regional government, capital outlay expendi-
tures, cities and towns, elections, 59 § 21C
TAXATION—Cont'd
Registered mail.
Notice of petition to establish title to low
value lands held by municipality under
tax title, 60 § 80B
Process, service, appeals, 58A § 9
Registers of Deeds, this index
Registration, certificate of lien, 60 § 23
Registration of voters affidavits, cross checking
with tax records, 58 § 7
Regulations, 35 § 30
Reimbursements,
Claims for exemptions of abatements grant-
ed, 58 § 8B
Loss of taxes, property taken by United
States for flood control, 58 § 17B
Towns, property taken for flood control by
United States, 58 § 17B
Towns in which commonwealth owns land in
lieu of taxes, 58 § 17
Releases,
Certificates and certification, redemption of
property, tax sale, 60 § 63
Deed of release, payment for by person
redeeming, 60 § 62
Interest under invalid tax title, 60 § 82
Tax title held by town, 60 § 84
Tax title owner to appoint agent for release
of land, 60 § 47
Taxpayer imprisoned for nonpayment of tax,
60 § 31 et seq.
Treasurer receiving money paid instead of
purchaser or assignee of tax title, 60
§ 63
Relief, renters, taxes paid by tenant, 59 § 12C
Rent,
Cities, towns or districts,
Land held in another jurisdiction, 59
§ 5D
Payments in lieu of taxes, 59 §§ 5F, 5G
Collection of land taken for taxes, 60 § 53
Information furnished assessor in proceed-
ings for abatement, 59 § 61
A
Proceedings for abatement of tenant paying
rent, 59 § 59
Public lands, private use, payments in lieu of
taxes, 59 § 2B
Taking for taxes, regulations, 60 § 53
Tenant, retaining or recovering taxes out of
rent, 59 § 12C
Reports,
Appellate tax board, ante
Joint agreements, cities and towns, 41 § 30B
Taxable property, amount in value, 58 § 3
Residential factor, local usage classification, 40
§ 56
Residential property,
Classification, 59 § 2A
Exemption, 59 § 5C
Restrictions, title by instrument of taking, 60
§ 54
Retirement association, exemption. 59 § 5
Returns. Tax Returns, generally, this index
Revaluation, relief, St. 1986, c. 73
Review. Appeal and review, generally, ante
Room Occupancy Excise, generally, this index
Rules of practice and procedure, appeals. 58A
§§ 7A, 8
Salaries, appellate tax board, 58A § 1
Sale price of real estate in towns, collection
and tabulation of information, 58 § 6
Sales. Tax Sales, generally, this index
Savings Banks, this index
School Funds, generally, this index
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TAXATION—Cont'd
Schools and School Districts, this index
Scientific institutions, exemption, 59 § 5
Scientific purposes,
List of property held for to be furnished
assessor, 59 § 29
Lists and statements as to property held for,
58 § 5
Seals,
Instrument of taking, 60 § 54
Warrant for distraint or taking body of per-
son, 60 § 34
Searches and seizures,
Account by collector to owner for surplus on
distress or seizure, 60 § 28
Collection by seizure and sale, 60 § 24
Service agents, tax receivables, transfers. 60
§ 2C
Service of process,
Address affidavits, 59 § 57D
Appeals, 58A § 9
Definitions, 60 § 1
Municipal purchaser of demand that owner
of record take action to preserve prop-
erty, 60 § 50A
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 App.
U.S.C. §§ 561, 571
Sewers and Sewer Systems, this index
Sheriffs, this index
Ships and Shipping, this index
Small claims procedure, appeal and review,
58A § 7B
Solid waste,
Disposal facilities, 58 § 2
Privately owned or operated disposal facili-
ties, 16 § 24A
Special elections, limitations, 59 § 21C
Special warrant of assessor for distress or im-
prisonment without demand. 60 § 19
State lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
State treasurer, deductions from moneys due
from state, 59 § 20
Statements, furnished public officers of em-
ployees as to amount of tax deducted and
withheld, 58 § 28B
Stay of collection by appeal to appellate tax
board, 58A § 6
Stenographic reports, appeals, 58A § 10
Stocks and securities, personal estate, 59 § 4
Storage in original packages, effect, 59 § 2
Street Railways, this index
Stumpage fees,
Municipalities, watershed lands, 59 §§ 5D,
5F
Municipally owned watershed land in anoth-
er municipality, 59 §§ 5D, 5F
Subpoenas, appeals, compelling production of
books, papers. 58A § 11
Suits. Actions and proceedings, generally, ante
Surviving spouse, exemption, 59 § 55
Taking possession of land, 60 § 53
Tax appellate board. Appellate tax board,
generally, ante
Tax Assessments, generally, this index
Tax Assessments—Special, generally, this index
Tax increment financing, 40 § 59; 59 § 5
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Telecommunications, this index
Temperance purposes, list of property held for
to be furnished assessor, 59 § 29
Temperance societies,
Exemption, 59 § 5
List of property held for, 58 § 5; 59 § 29
TEASING
TAXATION—Cont'd
Temperance work, lists and statements re-
quired as to property, 58 § 5
Tender, redemption from taking or sale for
taxes, 60 § 62
Time,
Action for water, sewer, or municipal light
rates and charges considered in re-
demption terms, 60 § 76B
Appeal, abatement application proceeding,
58A § 6; 59 § 65C
Application for abatement or exemption, 59
§ 59
Bills, notices, statement, 60 § 3A
Assessment of omitted property, 59 § 75
Collection of unpaid taxes, 60 § 17
Extension,
Covenants running with the land shall not
be enforceable, 60 § 77
Foreclosure of rights of redemption, 60
§ 62
Filing,
Claim of appeal, 58A § 13
Tax bill or notice with assessors, 60 § 3A
Interest, avoiding, deadline for payment, no-
tice. 60 § 3A
Occupancy permits, valuation, 59 § 2D
Partial payment of tax, 60 § 22
Payment, 59 § 57
Bills, notices, statement, 60 § 3A
Petition for redemption in land court, 60
§ 76
Possession by purchaser at tax sale, 60 § 45
Publication of notice, 60 § 1
Qualifying factors for exemptions, date of
determination, 59 § 5
Recovery of taxes paid, 60 § 98
Redemption, decree barring, 60 §§ 69A, 69
Redemption from taking or sale for taxes, 60
§ 62
Vacation of decree by redemption, 60
§§ 69A, 69
Titles. Tax Titles, generally, this index
Tools of trade, exemption, 59 § 5
Total taxes assessed, definitions, tax limitations,
59 § 21C
Transcripts, appeals, 58A § 10
Transfers,
Appeal and review, ante
General fund, off street parking facilities, 40
§ 22B
Lands purchased or taken for taxes, 60 § 52
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Trusts and Trustees, this index
Turnpikes, stocks, personal estates, 59 § 4
Unascertained title,
Decedents estates, 59 § 12E
Title search expenses, 59 § 12F
Uncollectible taxes, abatement, 59 § 71
United States, this index
Unknown persons, real property assessments,
59 § 11
Unpaid taxes,
Collection, 60 § 17
Interest, 59 § 57B
Purchased by city or town, abatement, 59
§ 72A
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans, 40 § 60
Usage classification, local levy, 40 § 56
Valuation, 59 § 38 et seq.
Appeal and review, 58A § 12A
Abatement proceedings, 59 § 64
TAXATION—Cont'd
Valuation—Cont'd
Appeal and review—Cont'd
Dismissal and nonsuit, information re-
turn, 59 § 381)
Assessment at valuation insufficient to meet
charges and expenses of collecting tax,
59 § 72
Bill or notice to state, 60 § 3A
Books and lists, 59 § 43 et seq.
Open to public, 59 § 43
Cities and towns, property held in another
jurisdiction, 59 § 5D et seq.
Classification of real property, local levy, 40
§ 56
Cooperative agreements, cities and towns, 41
§ 30B
Corporations, assessors to supply detailed
information, 59 § 83
Correcting improper methods of assessors,
58 § 4
County lands, 58 § 13 et seq.
Data to appear on list, 59 § 54
Determining, requiring returns and state-
ments from state, cities and towns, 58
§ 10
Development districts, cities and towns, cap-
tured assessed value, 40Q § 3
Districts, property held in another district,
59 § 5D et seq.
Electric, distribution, generation companies,
reduction, transition payments, 59
§ 38H
Entry of exempt property, 59 § 51
Equalized valuation, generally, ante
Estimate, 59 §§ 36, 37
Evasion of proper tax, 59 § 90
Evidence, 58A §§ 12B, 12C
Fair cash valuation, 58A § 12B
Exempt property,
Listed, 59 § 51
Municipalities and districts, land held in
another city or town, 59 §§ 5E, 5F
Exemption, improvements, necessary to pro-
vide housing for aged persons, 59 § 5
Exhibit, assessment of estates, 59 § 44
False valuation, penalty, 41 § 30
Fines and penalties, information, return, 59
§ 38D
Furnishing to collector on demand, 60 § 22A
Historic residential properties, rehabilita-
tion, special assessment phase in, 59
§ 5J
Improvements, exemption, necessary to pro-
vide housing for aged persons, 59 § 5
Information furnished to board of assessors
by commissioner, 58 § 3
Joint agreements, cities and towns, 41 § 30B
Leases, public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Limitation, 59 § 21C
List to exhibit valuation and assessment of
estates, 59 § 44
Local usage classifications, 40 § 56
Maximum valuation. 59 § 21C
Mortgaged property. 59 § 12
Motor vehicle excise tax, basis, 60A § 1
New England power company, cities and
towns, agreements, 59 § 38H
Occupancy permits, time. 59 § 2D
Personal Property, this index
Pipelines, 59 §§ 38A, 42A
Public lands, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Public utilities.
Appeals, 58A§ 12D
1-149
TAXATION—Cont'd
Valuation—Cont'd
Public utilities—Cont'd
Classification of property, 58A § 12D
Real estate in towns, collection of informa-
tion, commissioner, 58 § 6
Returns by assessor of exempted property
on list, 59 § 86
Revaluation, relief, St. 1986, c. 73
Revised schedules, local levy, 40 § 56
Revision, 59 § 76
State and county lands in town. 58 § 14
State lands,
Nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
Reimbursement for loss of taxes on land
used for public institutions, 58 § 13
et seq.
Statement on by assessor, 59 § 52
Successive appeals, costs, 58A § 12A
Telephone and telegraph companies, 59
§§ 39 et seq., 42A
Utilities, classification of property. 58A
§ 12D
Vessels, personal estate, 59 § 4
Veterans, this index
Veterans associations, exemption, 59 § 5
Voter registration affidavits, cross checking
with tax records, 58 § 7
Waiver,
Abatement of taxes, 59 § 69
Appeals, 58A§ 10
Interest becoming part of tax, 59 § 57
Warehouses and warehousemen,
Lists, persons storing property, 59 § 33
Original packages stored in licensed public
warehouse, 59 § 2
Water districts, amount of annual assessment,
59 § 23
Water resources authority, payments in lieu of,
59 § 5G
Water Supply, this index
Watershed lands, stumpage fees, municipality
owning land in another municipality, 59
§§ 5D, 5F
Withholding,
Amounts from compensation of public offi-
cers required by Internal Revenue
Code. 58 § 28A
Town of money payable to person owing
taxes, assessments. 60 §§ 93, 95
Witnesses, appeals,
Fees and expenses, taxed as costs, 58A § 12
Summoning and examination. 58A § 1
1
TAXICABS
Criminal offender record information system,
schools and school districts, transportation,
71 § 38R
Lettering. 40 § 22
Names. 40 § 22
Parking violations, 90 § 20E
TAXPAYERS
Definitions, tax receivables, transfers. 60 § 2C
TEACHERS
Schoolteachers, generally, this index
University of Massachusetts. Colleges and
Universities, this index
TEACHERS COLLEGES
Colleges and Universities, generally, this index
TEASING
Bullying, generally, this index
TECHNICAL
TECHNICAL SCHOOLS
Vocational Education, generally, this index
TEEN DATING VIOLENCE
Schools and school districts, public policy, dis-
cipline, 71 § 2C
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
See, also, Corporations, generally, this index
Abuse between family and household mem-
bers, numbers, victims, confidential or
privileged information, 66 § 10
Appeal and review, tax assessments, valuation,
59 § 42A
Assessments, tax assessments, valuation, 59
§ 42A
Bullying, cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Cities and Towns, this index
Correctional personnel, home telephone num-
bers, disclosure, 66 § 10
Crime victims, home telephone numbers, dis-
closure, 66 § 10
Criminal justice system personnel, home tele-
phone numbers, disclosure, 66 § 10
Cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Designated public officers and employees,
home telephone numbers, nondisclosure,
66 § 10
Equipment, valuation, 59 § 39
Family planning services, personnel, home tele-
phone numbers, disclosure, 66 § 10
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
General court, officers and employees, number,
confidential or privileged information, 66
§ 10
Judicial personnel, home telephone numbers,
disclosure, 66 § 10
Law enforcement officers, home telephone
numbers, disclosure, 66 § 10
Municipal finance, 44 § 8
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Notice, abatement of local taxes, 59 § 74
Personal property, tax assessments, 59 § 18
Pipes and pipelines, taxation, personal proper-
ty, 59 § 18
Poles and wires, taxation,
Personal property, 59 § 18
Valuation, 59 § 39
Police, this index
Production of books and papers, taxation, valu-
ation of property, amendment, 59 § 42A
Prosecutorial personnel, home telephone num-
bers, disclosure, 66 § 10
Public employees, home telephone numbers,
disclosure, 66 § 10
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Public safety personnel, home telephone num-
bers, disclosure, 66 § 10
Rape, special exchange for reporting, 41 § 97C
State police, home telephone numbers, disclo-
sure, 66 § 10
Tax assessments, personal property, 59 § 18
Taxation,
Estimate of value by commission in default
of return, 59 § 42
Exemption, underground wires and conduits,
59 § 5
Information to be furnished, 59 § 40
Notice to commissioner of abatement of tax
as to corporations liable to franchise
tax, 59 § 74
Personal property, 59 § 18
Returns, 59 §§ 41, 42
Valuation, 59 § 39
TELECOMMUNICATIONS—Contd
Taxation—Cont'd
Valuation—Cont'd
Appeals, limitation, 59 § 41
Estimates, failure to file return, 59 § 42
Information furnished, 59 § 40
Poles, wires, 59 § 39
Production of books and papers, amend-
ment, 59 § 42A
Television and Radio, generally, this index
Underground conduit, taxation, personal prop-
erty, 59 § 18
Underground distribution systems,
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81Q
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Valuation. Taxation, ante
Youth services department personnel, home
telephone numbers, disclosure, 66 § 10
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANIES
Definitions, taxation, personal property, 59
§ 18
TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPA-
NIES
Telecommunications, generally, this index
TELEVISION AND RADIO
Advertisements, generally, this index
Educational programs, 71 § 13F
Executive committee, educational television, 71
§ 13F et seq.
Exemptions, taxation, 59 § 5
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
TEMPERANCE CORPORATIONS
Athletic property, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax exemptions, athletic property, 59 § 5
Taxation,
Exemption, 59 § 5
List of property held for, 58 § 5; 59 § 29
TEMPORARY HOUSING ASSISTANCE
PLANS
Disasters, cities, 41 § 125
TEMPORARY LOANS
Municipal Finance, this index
TENANCY FOR YEARS
Partition, generally, this index
TENANCY IN COMMON
Aged persons, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Time for application, 59 § 59; 60 § 3A
Condominiums, generally, this index
Partition, generally, this index
Taxation, lien of cotenant paying tax on inter-
est of cotenant, 60 § 85
TENANTS
Landlord and Tenant, generally, this index
Leases, generally, this index
TENEMENT HOUSES
Dwellings unfit for human habitation, findings
of fact. 111 § 127B
Vehicle blocking fire apparatus, 40 § 21
TENEMENT HOUSES (CITIES)
Condominiums, generally, this index
TENEMENT HOUSES (TOWNS)
Condominiums, generally, this index
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TENNIS
Municipal indebtedness, tennis court construc-
tion, 44 § 7
TERRITORIES
State as including, 4 § 7
TERRORISM
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Public records, security, exemptions, 4 § 7
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Threat assessments, public records, security,
exemptions, 4 § 7
Vulnerability assessments, public records, secu-
rity, exemptions, 4 § 7
TESTAMENTARY INSTRUMENTS
Wills, generally, this index
TESTATOR
Wills, generally, this index
TESTIMONY
Evidence, generally, this index
TESTS AND TESTING
Schools and School Districts, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
Water supply meters, 40 § 391
TEXTBOOKS
School Textbooks, generally, this index
THANKSGIVING DAY
Fire chiefs on duty, additional pay, 48 § 57E
Firemen on duty, additional pay or day off, 48
§ 57D
Holiday, policeman on duty, additional pay or
day off, 147 § 17A
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
THREAT ASSESSMENTS
Public records, security, exemptions, 4 § 7
THREATS
Bullying, generally, this index
Suicide, lockup detainees, 40 § 36A et seq.
Terrorism, generally, this index
TIDELANDS AND WATERS
Marine Fish and Fisheries, generally, this index
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
TIRES
Motor Vehicles, this index
TITLE TO PROPERTY
See, also, Land Court, generally, this index
Agricultural preservation restrictions, 20 § 23
Land Court, generally, this index
Partition, generally, this index
Tax Titles, generally, this index
TITLES OF ACTS
Popular Name Laws, generally, this index
TOBACCO
Police, smoking, eligibility for appointment,
prohibition, 41 § 101A
Students, use on school grounds, 71 § 2A
TOMBS
Cemeteries and Dead Bodies, this index
TOOLS
Mechanics, this index
TOWN
TOOLS—Cont'd
Schools and school districts, purchase, 71 § 48
Taxation, exemption, 59 § 5
TORNADOES
Public works, emergency contracts, 30 § 39M
TORTS
Charter schools, board, employees, 71 § 89
Emergency medical technicians, incapacitation.
41 § HIM
Indemnity, injuries to police or firefighters, 41
§§ 100, 11 IF
Private ways, repairs, municipal tort liability, 40
§ 6N
Sewers and drains, obstruction, 83 § 9
Trespass, generally, this index
TOTAL EDUCATION COST FOR ELIGIBLE
STUDENTS
Definitions, smart growth, school funds, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
TOTAL TAXES ASSESSED
Definitions, tax limitation, 59 § 21C
TOWING
Motor Vehicles, this index
Parking. Traffic Rules and Regulations, this
index
TOWING ACT
Generally, 40 § 22D
TOWN ACCOUNTANT
Generally, 41 § 55 et seq.
Abatement of taxes, notice, 59 § 23B
Absence or disability, temporary accountant, 41
§ 40
Accounts, 41 § 57
Annual report, 41 § 61
Appointment, 41 § 55
Appropriations.
Estimate, 41 § 60
Expended, notice, 41 § 58
Approval, payments, 41 § 56
Assistant, 41 § 49A
Books and records, 41 § 57
Civil service, 41 § 55
Compensation, assistant, 41 § 49A
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of mu-
nicipal administration, 43C § 1
1
Contracts, custody. 41 § 57
Employment contracts. 41 § 108N
Estimate,
Appropriations. 41 § 60
Budget, 41 § 59
Examination, bill, orders and pay rolls, 41 § 56
Notice,
Appropriation expended, 41 § 58
Receipts of preceding year, 41 § 54A
Notice by assessors of amount to be raised by
taxation, 59 § 23A
Notice by assessors of amounts of abatements
of taxes, 59 § 23B
Oaths and affirmations, 41 § 55
Assistant. 41 § 49A
Temporary accountant, 41 § 40
Optional forms of municipal administration,
consolidation of offices, 43C § 11
Powers and duties, 41 § 55
Receipts, preceding year, notice, 41 § 54A
Records, 41 § 57
Report. 41 §§ 58, 61
TOWN ACCOUNTANT—Cont'd
Report—Cont'd
Recreation and park self supporting service
revolving fund. 44 § 53D
Statement, payments to treasurer, 41 § 54
Temporary accountant, 41 § 40
Term of office, 41 § 55
I own clerk may be appointed. 41 § 55
Vacancy in office, temporary accountant, 41
§ 40
Warrants for payments. 41 § 56
TOWN ADMINISTRATORS
Appointment. 41 § 23A
TOWN ASSESSORS
Tax Assessors, generally, this index
TOWN AUDITORS
Generally. 41 § 48 et seq.
Abolishment of office, 41 § 55
Absence or disability, temporary auditor. 41
§ 40
Accounts, examination, 41 § 50
Accounts of trustees, auditing, 41 § 53
Assistant. 41 § 49A
Claim presented, oath. 41 § 52
Compensation, assistant, 41 § 49A
( bnsolidation of offices, optional forms of mu-
nicipal administration. 43C § 11
Debts, notice to creditor, 41 § 51
Election, 41 § 1
Employment contracts, 41 § 108N
Examination, books and accounts, 41 § 50
Fines and penalties, municipal light plant con-
tracts, 164 § 56C
Notice, creditor, 41 § 51
Oaths and affirmations, 41 § 107
Assistant, 41 § 49A
Temporary auditor, 41 § 40
Office may be abolished, 41 § 55
Optional forms of municipal administration.
consolidation of office, 43C § 1
1
Reports, contents of annual report, 41 § 50
Statement, payments to treasurer, 41 § 54
Temporary auditor, 41 § 40
Vacancy in office, 41 § 49
Temporary auditor. 41 § 40
TOWN CLERKS
Generally. 41 § 12 et seq.
Absence,
Assistant, duties, 41 § 19
Temporary clerk, 41 § 14
Additional compensation, state municipal clerk
certification, 41 § 19K
Age, 41 § 19B
Removal or suspension, 41 § 19D
Successor in office, 41 § 19E
Vote to accept, 41 § 19C
Appointment, certificate, 41 § 19A
Appropriation certified, 41 § 15A
Assistant clerk, 41 § 19
Certificate of appointment or election, 41
§ 19A
Ballot, sealing and certified, 41 § 9
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), 41 § 13
Cemetery care funds, records, 114 § 19
Certificate of appointment or election. 41
§ 19A
Certificates and certification,
Appropriations, 41 § 15A
State municipal clerk certification, additional
compensation, 41 § 19K
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TOWN CLERKS—Cont'd
Commissioner of revenue, bond of clerk, ap-
proval, 41 § 13
Compensation and salaries,
Additional services, 41 § 191
Registrar of voters, services as, 41 § 19J
Registrars oi voters board, membership, 41
§§ 19G, 1911
State municipal clerk certification, additional
compensation. 41 § 19K
Copies,
Report forwarded to state library, 40 § 50
Rules and regulations filed, 40 § 33
Custodian,
Books and records, 40 § 48
Planning records, 41 § 81A
Demand for accounts, records and papers re-
lating to taxes, penalty, 60 § 101
Education, state municipal clerk certification,
additional compensation. 41 § 19K
Elections, 41 § 1
Certificate. 41 § 19A
Temporary clerk. 41 § 14
Indexing, instruments, recorded. 41 § 15
Oaths and affirmations, 41 § 107
Assistant clerk, 41 § 19
Power to administer, 41 § 15
Officers elected, list transmitted to state secre-
tary, 41 § 15
Parking clerk. 90S 20 V
Permanent tenure. 41 § 19B et seq.
Planning board, notice, subdivision construc-
tion or installation, failure to comply with
rules and regulations, 41 § 81U
Precinct voting, canvass of returns, 39 § 21
Records and recordation,
Appointment and oath of assistant. 41 § 19
Recording vote. 41 § 15
Registrars of voters,
Membership of board, compensation, 41
§§ 19G, 19H
Service as, additional compensation. 41
§ 19.1
Removal after accepting tenure law. 41 § 19D
Report by selectmen, investigation of town de-
partments, 41 § 23B
Revenue commissioner, bond of clerk, approv-
al, 41 § 13
Seal, custody. 40 § 47
Services, additional compensation, 41 § 191
Sewers and drains, records. 83 § 2
State municipal clerk certification, additional
compensation. 41 § 19K
Suspension after accepting tenure law, 41
§ 19D
Tax records that should be in his custody,
demand, 60 § 12
Temporary clerk. 41 § 14
Age, 41 § 19B
Vote to accept, 41 § 19C
Certificate of appointment or election, 41
§ 19A
Tenure of office. 41 § 19B
Removal or suspension, 41 § 19D
Successor in office. 41 § 19E
Vote to accept. 41 § 19C
Town accountant, appointment, 41 § 55
Town bylaws, attorney general, submission to
for approval, 40 § 32
Town meetings,
( ailing, 39 § 11
Presiding, 39 § 14
Training, state municipal clerk certification, ad-
ditional compensation. 41 § 19K
TOWN
TOWN CLERKS—Cont'd
Vacancy in office, bond not provided, 41 § 13
TOWN COLLECTOR OF TAXES
Tax Collectors and Collections, generally, this
index
TOWN COMMISSIONERS
Grant or gift of funds, approval of expenditure,
44 § 53A
TOWN COUNSEL
Assessors, legal counsel, 41 § 26A
TOWN FOREST WARDEN
Custody, Fire fighting equipment, 40 § 11
TOWN MANAGERS
Conservation commission, appointment, 40
§ 8C
Deferred compensation programs, 44 § 67
Employment contracts, 41 § 108N
TOWN MEETINGS
Generally, 39 § 9 et seq.
Acceptance of statutes, 4 § 4
Adjournment, 39 § 9
Less than quorum, 39 § 13
Administrative rules or regulations, imposing
direct service or cost obligations, right to
accept or reject, revocation of acceptance,
4§ 4B
Application of laws, 39 § 24
Assistant moderator. 39 § 14
Ballots,
Secret ballots, 39 § 15
Vote, 41 § 6
Budget submitted, 39 § 16
Bylaws for regulation, 39 § 15
Canvass of returns, 39 § 21
Chairmen of selectmen, presiding, 39 § 14
Clerk of town, presiding, 39 § 14
Counting vote, 39 § 15
Disorderly persons, confinement, 39 § 17
Districts, definitions, 39 § 14
Election commissioners, board, subjects in war-
rants, requests, 39 § 10
Elections, 39 § 9A
Moderator, 39 § 14
Precinct voting, 39 § 20
Road commissioners, 41 § 63
Sewer commissioners, 41 § 63
Holidays, 39 § 9
Improvement districts authorized, 40 § 44
Justice of the peace,
Calling, 39 §§ 11, 12
Presiding, 39 § 14
Laws imposing direct service of cost obli-
gations, right to accept or reject, revoca-
tion of acceptance, 4 § 4B
Moderators,
Assistant moderator, 39 § 14
Election, 39 § 14
Oath, power to administer, 39 § 15
Oath of office, administering, 41 § 107
Powers and duties, 39 § 15
Preserve order, 39 § 17
Preside at meetings, 39 § 15
Votes received, 39 § 18
Notice, 39 § 10
Representative town meetings. 39 § 12
Optional plan of municipal administration,
elections, 43C § 14
Place, 39 § 9
Planning boards, election, 41 § 70
TOWN MEETINGS—Cont'd
Precinct voting. 39 § 20
Canvass of returns, 39 § 21
Private ways, repairs, acceptance of law, 40 § 6
et seq.
Quorum, 39 § 13
Recess to provide suitable facilities, 39 § 10
Recording vote, 39 § 15
Refusal of selectmen to call, 39 § 12
Registrars of voters, board, subjects in war-
rants, requests, 39 § 10
Report by planning board, 41 § 71
Representative town meeting government, spe-
cial meetings, 39 § 12
School houses, situation, 71 § 70
Secret ballots, 39 § 15
Selectmen,
Budget submitted, 39 § 16
Refusal to call, 39 § 12
Vacancy in office, 39 § 11
Warrant for calling, 39 § 10
Sinking fund commissioners, election, 41 § 44
Special meeting, 39 § 10
Representative town meeting government,
39 § 12
Subjects in meeting warrants, requests for in-
sertion, 39 § 10
Time, 39 § 9
Elections, 39 § 9A
Town clerks,
Calling, 39 § 11
Presiding, 39 § 14
Town moderators. Moderators, generally, ante
Transfer, playground land, 40 § 15A
Vacancies in office, calling, 39 § 11
Vote received, 39 § 18
Voting list used, 41 § 5
Warrant for calling, 39 § 10
TOWN PHYSICIAN
Appointment. 41 § 106A
TOWN TREASURERS
Generally, 41 § 35 et seq.
Abatement of taxes, notice, 59 § 23B
Absence or disability, temporary treasurer, 41
§ 40
Accounting, 41 § 35
Actions,
Bonds and notes, 41 § 36
Damages, defense, 41 § 43A
Additional compensation, state municipal trea-
surer certification, 41 § 108P
Assistant treasurer, 41 § 39A
Attachment, defense of action, 41 § 43A
Attorney, employment to defend action
against, 41 § 43A
Auditor, authority, 41 § 35
Ballot, sealed and certified, 41 § 9
Bank treasurer, check, use to pay bills, 41 § 35
3onds (officers and fiduciaries), 41 §§ 35, 46;
59 § 53
Assistant treasurer, 41 § 39A
Receipt and approval, notice, 41 § 20
Temporary treasurer. 41 § 40
Cashiers check, use to pay bills, 41 § 35
Certificates and certification, state municipal
treasurer certification, additional compen-
sation, 41 § 108P
Collector of taxes, acting as, 41 § 37
Removal from office, 41 § 39B
Compensation and salaries,
Assistant treasurer, 41 § 39A
Delivery of payroll checks, 41 § 41A
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TOWN TREASURERS—Cont'd
Compensation and salaries—Cont'd
State municipal treasurer certification, addi-
tional compensation, 41 § 108P
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of mu-
nicipal administration, 43C § 11
Contracts, municipal.
Banking services, 44 § 53F
Employee deferred compensation program,
44 § 67
Municipal finance, 44 § 16
Custodian, funds, 41 § 46
Delivery, department heads, payroll checks, 41
§ 41A
Department heads, payroll checks, delivery, 41
§ 41A
Deposit of grant or gift, 44 § 53A
Deposits, school committees, nonresident tu-
ition payments and foster care children
reimbursement, 71 § 71F
Dog license receipts, 140 § 149
Education, state municipal treasurer certifica-
tion, additional compensation, 41 § 108P
Election, 41 § 1
Estimates, amounts required, 41 § 59
Facsimile signatures to checks, 107 § 45A
Fines and penalties, note violation, 44 § 60
Injunction, defense per action, 41 § 43A
Investment,
Bond proceeds, 44 § 55
Funds, 41 § 46
Library trustees, 78 § 10
Note, penalties, 44 § 60
Notice,
Abatements of taxes, 59 § 23B
Amount to be raised by taxation, 59 § 23A
Assessments and charges due state, 59 § 20
Receipts of preceding year, 41 § 54A
Oaths and affirmations, 41 § 107
Assistant treasurer, 41 § 39A
Temporary treasurer, 41 § 40
Optional forms of municipal administration,
consolidation of offices, 43C § 11
Payroll,
Department heads, delivery of checks, 41
§ 41A
Payment of salaries, 41 § 41
Personal liability, 41 § 43A
Police, regional police districts, payments, 41
§ 99G
Prosecution for trespass, 41 § 36
Qualified Bond Act, 44A §§ 2, 7
Receipts, preceding year, notice, 41 § 54A
Regional police districts, payments to, 41
§ 99G
Reports, 41 § 36
Separate accounts, federal aid, attendance in
towns other than residence, 76 § 12B
Sinking fund commissioners, eligibility, 41 § 44
State, assessments and charges due state, no-
tice, 59 § 20
State municipal treasurer certification, addi-
tional compensation. 41 § 108P
Temporary treasurer, 41 § 40
Trespass, prosecution, 41 § 36
Trust funds, custodian, 41 § 46
Vacancy in office,
Failure to give bond, 41 § 35
Temporary treasurer, 41 § 40
TOWN WARRANT
Preservation, 66 § 8
TRANSPORTATION
TOWNS
Cities and Towns, generally, this index
TOWNWAY
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
TOXIC
Hazardous Substances and Waste, generally,
this index
TRACTORS
Agricultural Machinery and Equipment, gener-
ally, this index
TRADE AND BUSINESS
Business and Commerce, generally, this index
TRADE SECRETS
Open meetings, executive sessions, 30A § 21
TRADE UNIONS
Labor Organizations, generally, this index
TRAFFIC AND PARKING COMMISSIONS
Boston, this index
Brookline, schedules, fines, parking violations.
90 § 20A
TRAFFIC BELTS
School safety patrol leaders, 71 § 48A
TRAFFIC CROSSING GUARDS
Parking clerk, preferences, 90 § 20Afe
TRAFFIC RULES AND REGULATIONS
Arrest, traffic offender. 90 § 20A
Bicycles, this index
Bus stops, parking, fines and penalties, 90
§§ 20Afe, 20A
Driving while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs, forfeitures, 94C § 47
Fines and penalties. Parking, post
Fire hydrants, parking, penalties, 90 § 20A}t
Infractions. Motor Vehicles, this index
Notice. Parking, post
Parking,
Appeal and review, mail, contesting notice
of violations by. 90 §§ 20A54, 20A
Appearance, hearings, 90 § 20Afe
Beach districts,
Concessions, 40 § 12G
Maintaining, 40 § 12C
Bicycles, coin operated locking devices, cities
or towns, 40 § 22A ct seq.
Boston, violations, 90 § 20Ak
Buses, this index
Cambridge, violations, 90 § 20AV>
Collection of fines, 90 § 20A
Complaint, failure to obey notice, 90 § 20A
Crimes and offenses, 90 § 20C
Tampering or destruction of parking tags,
90 § 20D
Diagrams, contesting violations by mail, 90
§§ 20Afe, 20A
Disabled veteran, exception, 40 § 22
Dwelling house, regulation, 40 § 21
Enforcement and collection of fine, 90
§ 20A
Evidence, contesting notice by mail, 90
§§ 20A54, 20A
Fines and penalties, 90 §§ 20Afe, 20A, 20C
Enforcement and collection, 90 § 20A
Removing notice from vehicle, 90 § 20D
Rented or leased vehicles, 90 § 20E
Taxicabs, 90 § 20E
TRAFFIC RULES AND REGULATIONS
—Cont'd
Parking—Cont'd
Fire hydrants, penalties, 90 § 20Afe
Handicapped Persons, this index
Hearings, 90 § 20Afe
Violation, 90 § 20A
Joint and several liability, leases, rental cars
and agencies, 90 § 20E
Leases, rental cars and agencies, violations,
90 § 20E
Mail, contesting violation notices by, 90
§§ 20Afe, 20A
Municipal lots, devices for controlling off
street parking, 40 § 22C
Notice,
Mail, contesting by, 90 §§ 20A&, 20A
Rented or leased vehicles, notice to own-
ers of violations, 90 § 20E
Taxicabs, notice of violations to registered
owners, 90 § 20E
Violation, 90 § 20A
Removing or destroying, penalty, 90
§ 20D
Ordinance, blocking fire apparatus, 40 § 21
Photographs, evidence, contesting by mail,
90 §§ 20Ai4, 20A
Police officers, duties, 90 § 20A
Removal of vehicle, facilitating garbage col-
lection, town bylaws, 40 § 21
Removing notice from vehicle, penaltv, 90
§ 20D
Rental cars and agencies, violations, 90
§ 20E
Restricted parking, veterans and handi-
capped persons, 40 § 22A
Schedule of fines for violation, 90 § 20A
Suspension of license, 90 § 20A
Tags. 90 § 20Afe
Taxicabs, liability for violation, 90 § 20E
Towing, 40 § 22D
Weight of load, 41 § 87A
Width, tires, ordinance. 40 § 21
TRAFFIC SIGNS AND SIGNALS
Illegal parking, 40 § 22D
Temporary loans for payment of land damages,
44§ 6
TRAFFIC SUPERVISORS
Group insurance, 32B § 2A
TRAILER COACH PARKS
Manufactured Homes and Communities, gen-
erally, this index
TRAILERS
Excise taxes, registration, foreign states, tax
evasion, 90 § 3fc
Exemption, taxation, 59 § 5
Fines and penalties, registration, foreign states,
tax evasion, 90 § 3%
Parking violations, 90 § 20A
Registration, foreign states, tax evasion, fines
and penalties, 90 § 3]A
Sales Taxes, this index
Stolen trailers, excise tax abatement. 60A § 1
Taxation,
Coaches, exemption, 59 § 5
Excise tax, stolen trailers, abatement, 60A
§ 1
Returns, 59 § 83
Sales Taxes, this index
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TRAILERS—Cont'd
Use taxes, registration, foreign states, tax eva-
sion, 90 § 3fc
TRAINING
Citizens and citizenship, 71 § 1
First Aid, this index
Job training. Vocational Education, generally,
this index
Metropolitan police, suicide, prevention. 40
§ 36C
Open meetings,
Orders, 30A § 23
Public bodies, 30A § 19
Police, this index
Schoolteachers, this index
State Police, this index
Tax assessors, 59 § 21
B
Certified assessment evaluator, additional
compensation. 59 § 21Afc
Payment, 58 § 4C
Training programs, 58 § 3
Tax collectors, state municipal collectors certi-
fication, additional compensation. 41
§ 108P
Town clerks, state municipal clerk certification,
additional compensation, 41 § 19K
Town treasurers, state municipal treasurer cer-
tification, additional compensation, 41
§ 108P
Vocational Education, generally, this index
TRAINING COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40O § 1
TRAINS
Railroads, generally, this index
TRANSCRIPTS
Appellate tax board proceedings, 58A § 10
Private schools, ceasing operations, transcript
transfers, 71 § 34G
Schools and School Districts, this index
TRANSFER STATIONS
Regional refuse disposal districts, 40 § 44B
TRANSIT AUTHORITIES
Regional Transit Authorities, generally, this in-
dex
TRANSITIONAL ASSISTANCE
Social Services, generally, this index
TRANSITIONAL ASSISTANCE COMMIS-
SIONER
Social Services, generally, this index
TRANSITIONAL ASSISTANCE DEPART-
MENT
Foster homes. Social Services, this index
Social Services, generally, this index
Valuation of land, reimbursement of taxes, 58
§ 13
TRANSPORTATION
Generally, 71 § 14B
Cities and Towns, this index
Contracts, pupils, prevailing wage rates. 71
§ 7A
Emergencies, collaborative educational pro-
grams, 71 § 55A
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this index
TRANSPORTATION
TRANSPORTATION—Cont'd
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority,
generally, this index
Motor Carriers, generally, this index
Mutual aid, public safety, 40 § 4J
Out of town school, payment by town of resi-
dents, 71 § 68
Private Schools, this index
Public records, security, exemptions, 4 § 7
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Pupils, outside committees jurisdiction or dis-
trict, 71 § 37D
Railroads, generally, this index
Regional school districts, 71 § 16C
Regional Transit Authorities, generally, this in-
dex
Safety of children, 71 § 37D
School Buses, generally, this index
Schools and School Districts, this index
Security, public records, exemptions, 4 § 7
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
Street Railways, generally, this index
Students, emergencies, collaborative education-
al programs, 71 § 55A
Tax assessments, equipment, apportionment,
59 § 18
Zoning and planning, master plan, 41 § 81D
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
Collective bargaining, 150E § 7
Labor relations and disputes, collective bar-
gaining, 150E § 7
TRANSPORTATION INSURANCE
Motor Vehicle Insurance, generally, this index
TRANSPORTATION OF PROPERTY
Motor Carriers, generally, this index
TRASH
Solid Waste, generally, this index
TRAVEL
Subdivisions, safety and convenience, 41 § 81M
TRAVELING EXPENSES
Agricultural lands preservation committee, 20
§ 24
Appellate tax board, 58A § 5
Police, this index
Regional health districts, 111 § 27B
School building authority, 70B § 1A
Schools and school districts, student overnight
travel, 71 § 37N
Superintendent of schools, reimbursement, 71
§ 64
Tax assessors, training programs, 58 § 4C
Witnesses, this index
TRAVERSE JLRORS
Grand Jury, this index
TREASURY
State Treasury, generally, this index
TREATMENT
Medical Attendance and Treatment, generally,
this index
TREE WARDENS
Absence or disability, temporary warden, 41
§ 40
Appointment, 41 §§ 1, 106
Temporary appointment, 41 § 40
TREE WARDENS—Cont'd
Cities and towns, office of lands and natural
resources, 41 § 69G
Compensation and duties, 41 § 22
Election, 41 §§ 1, 23
Oath of office, 41 § 107
Powers and duties, 41 § 106
Board of public works, 41 § 69D
Removal from office, 41 § 22
Temporary officers, 41 § 40
Vacancy in office, 41 § 22
TREES
See, also, Forests and Forestry, generally,
this index
Community preservation property damage, ac-
tions and proceedings, 44B § 15
Forests and Forestry, generally, this index
Scenic roads, cities and towns, 40 § 15C
TRESPASS
Buildings, this index
Nuisances, vacant lands, securing, expenses,
139 § 3A
Prosecution, town or county, 41 § 36
Vacant lands, nuisances, securing, expenses,
139 § 3A
TRESPASS ON THE CASE
Torts, generally, this index
TRIAL
Appeal and Review, generally, this index
Costs, generally, this index
Judgments and Decrees, generally, this index
Jury, generally, this index
Parties, generally, this index
Pleadings, generally, this index
Process, generally, this index
Venue, generally, this index
Witnesses, generally, this index
TRIAL COURT OF THE COMMONWEALTH
District Courts, generally, this index
Housing Courts, generally, this index
Land Court, generally, this index
Superior Court, generally, this index
TROPHIES
School athletics, 71 § 47
TRUCKS
Motor Vehicles, generally, this index
TRUST COMPANIES
See, also, Banks and Banking, generally, this
index
Certificates of deposit, municipal finance, in-
vestments, 44 § 55
Contracts, services, municipal financing, 44
§ 16
Deposits,
Compensation and salaries, direct credits,
city, town or district emplovees, 41
§ 41B
Health care claims trust funds, 32B § 3A
Retirement or pension system funds, special
funds, 40 § 5D
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Health care claims trust funds, deposits, 32B
§ 3A
Municipal Finance, this index
Retirement and pensions, special funds, depos-
its, 40 § 5D
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TRUST DEEDS
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
TRUST FUND COMMISSIONERS
Cities and towns, 41 § 45 et seq.
TRUST FUNDS
Affordable housing trust fund, cities and towns,
44 § 55C
Cities and Towns, this index
Development districts, cities and towns, reve-
nues, 40Q § 4
Forest products trust fund, 58 § 17C
Instructional materials trust fund, schools and
school districts, 71 § 20A
Other post employment benefits trust fund,
political subdivisions, 32B § 20
Trusts and Trustees, generally, this index
TRUST RECEIPTS
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
TRUSTS AND TRUSTEES
Accounts and accounting, public trust, auditing,
41 § 53
Affordable housing trust fund, cities and towns,
44 § 55C
Appeal and review, tax exemptions, eligibility,
59 § 5B
Banks and Banking, this index
Benevolent purpose, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Boards and commissions. Commissioners of
trust funds, generally, post
Charities, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Cities and Towns, this index
Collaborative educational programs, 40 § 4E
Colleges and Universities, this index
Commissioners of trust funds, 41 § 45
Duties and records, 41 § 47
Less than 5,000 population. 41 § 45A
Definitions, school building assistance program,
70B§ 2
Development districts, bonds, cities and towns,
40Q§ 4
Drinking water protection funds, 40 § 39K
Educational television program fund, 71 § 13H
Employees group insurance trust fund. 32B
§ 8A
Funds. Trust Funds, generally, this index
Horace Mann charter schools, 71 § 89
Housing, affordable housing trust fund, cities
and towns, 44 § 55C
Libraries, this index
Literary trusts, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Local governmental employees group insurance
dividends or refunds, 32B § 8A
Municipal finance, securing indebtedness, 44
§ 22C
Public trust, auditing account, 41 § 53
Religious Organizations and Societies, this in-
dex
Schools and School Districts, this index
Scientific purposes, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
Tax exemption, eligibility, appeal, 59 § 5B
Taxation,
Abatement, 59 § 59
Charitable organizations, loss of exemption,
59 § 5
Deposits in trust with state treasurer, assess-
ment, 58 § 28
Exemption, 59 § 5
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
URBAN
TRUSTS AND TRUSTEES—Cont'd
Trust Companies, generally, this index
Veterans memorials, 41 § 105
Vocational Education, this index
TUBERCULOSIS
County hospitals,
Land held for taxation, 58 § 17A
Municipal borrowing, time limit. 44 § 8
Taxation of lands of hospital, 58 § 17A
Instructions on prevention, 71 § 1
Schools and school districts, prevention, in-
struction, 71 § 1
TUITION
Colleges and Universities, this index
Continuation school, attendance of school at
another town, 71 § 24
Motor vehicle driving education, 71 § 13D
Nonresidents, 71 § 6A
Out of town high school, 71 § 6
Schools and School Districts, this index
Teachers, upgrading skills and improving profi-
ciency, reimbursing, 71 § 381
TUMULT
Riots and Mobs, generally, this index
TUNNELS
Boston, indebtedness, 44 § 2
Planning board, master plan, 41 § 81D
TURKEYS
Poultry and Poultry Products, generally, this
index
TURNPIKES
Stock, taxable as personal estate. 59 § 4
TUTORS
Colleges and universities, moral education,
duties, 71 § 30
UCH TIF PLANS
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans, cities and towns. 40 § 60
UCH TIF ZONES
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, cities and towns. 40 § 60
UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
Abandoned or Unclaimed Property, generally,
this index
UNDERGROUND CONDUIT
Telecommunications, taxation, personal prop-
erty, 59 § 18
UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION
Telephone and telegraph companies, wires and
conduits, tax exemption. 59 § 5
UNDERGROUND DISTRIBUTIONS SYS-
TEMS
Utility services. Subdivision Control Law. 41
§ 81Q
UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS
Drinking water protection districts, powers, 40
§§ 39Jfc, 39K
UNDERPERFORMING SCHOOLS
Schools and School Districts, this index
UNDERTAKING
Bonds (Officers and Fiduciaries), generally,
this index
UNEMPLOYMENT
Economic opportunity areas, designation, 23A
§ 3E
Unemployment compensation fund. Employ-
ment Security, this index
UNFIT FOR HUMAN HABITATION
Housing, this index
UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE
Bank Deposits and Collections, generally, this
index
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
Sales, generally, this index
Secured Transactions, generally, this index
UNIFORM LAWS
Procurement Act, 30B § 1 et seq.
UNIFORM PROCUREMENT ACT
Generally, 30B § 1 et seq.
UNIFORM SALES ACT
Sales, generally, this index
UNIFORMS
Detectives, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Firemen, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Police, appropriation, 40 § 6B
Public health nurses, health board employees,
appropriations, 40 § 6K
School buildings, persons charged with care, 71
§ 48B
School lunches, food handlers, 71 § 48B
UNINCORPORATED ASSOCIATIONS
Associations and Societies, generally, this index
UNION LABELS
Clothing or apparel purchased by cities or
towns, 40 § 4F
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Schools and School Districts, this index
UNIONS
Credit Unions, generally, this index
Labor Organizations, generally, this index
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCHES
Official residences, tax exemption, 59 § 5
UNITED FUND
Generally, 180 § 17B
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Tax exemption, residence, district superinten-
dent, 59 § 5
UNITED SPANISH WAR VETERANS
Lease of buildings. 40 § 9
UNITED STATES
Aid. Federal Aid, generally, this index
Aircraft, this index
Armed forces. Military Forces, generally, this
index
Bonds and obligations, municipal finance, in-
vestment, 44 § 55
Buildings, leases, taxation, 59 § 3E
Certificates and certification, aircraft registra-
tion, 90 § 49
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UNITED STATES—Cont'd
Contracts, reimbursements, programs or activi-
ties carried out by municipality, 44 §§ 70,
71
Exemptions, taxation, 59 § 5
Federal Aid, generally, this index
Federal Savings and Loan Associations, gener-
ally, this index
Flags, this index
Flood control, taking land for, payments to
town by state treasurer based on assessed
valuation, 58 § 17B
History. 71 § 1
Teaching in evening schools, 71 § 18
Leases, taxation, 59 § 3E
Military Forces, generally, this index
Motor vehicles,
Impeding snow or ice removal. 40 § 22D
Towing, 40 § 22
D
Property, exemption, 59 § 5
Statutes, construction, 4 § 7
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Payments in lieu of taxes, 59 § 2B
Taxation.
Land leased by United States, 59 § 3E
State, real estate, nonpublic use, 59 § 2B
UNITED STATES COURTS
Jurors, compensation, city and town employees,
234 S IB
UNITED STATES SOCIAL SECURITY ACT
Tax exemptions, aged persons, income. 59 § 5
UNITY WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION
Leases from cities and towns, 40 § 9
UNIVERSITIES
Colleges and Universities, generally, this index
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS
Colleges and Universities, this index
UNKNOWN PARTIES
Taxation,
Real property assessments. 59 § 1
1
Title to low value lands held by municipality
under tax title. 60 § SOB
UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLIES
Riots and Mobs, generally, this index
UNLAWFUL GAMING
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
URBAN CENTER HOUSING TAX INCRE-
MENT FINANCING DISTRICTS
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et seq.
URBAN CENTER HOUSING TAX INCRE-
MENT FINANCING PLANS
Cities and towns, 40 § 60
URBAN CENTER HOUSING TAX INCRE-
MENT FINANCING ZONES
Cities and towns. 40 § 60
URBAN REDEVELOPMENT CORPORA-
TIONS
See, also, Urban Renewal, generally, this
index
Abatement, assessed valuation, 121A § 10
Appeals, property valuation. 121A § 10
Assessments, taxes, 121A § 10
Exemptions from taxation, 121A § 10
URBAN
URBAN REDEVELOPMENT CORPORA-
TIONS—Cont'd
Housing board, income, excise payments, 121A
§ 10
Notice, property valuation by appellate tax
board, 121A § 10
Property, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Property valuations, appeals, 121A § 10
Real estate, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Special assessments, 121A § 10
Tax assessments, exemptions, 121A § 10
Tax exemptions, 121A § 10
URBAN RENEWAL
See, also, Housing, generally, this index
Affordable housing, smart growth, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Appropriations, 121B § 20
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1 et seq.
Development expenses, 12 IB § 20
Economic opportunity areas, designation, 23A
§ 3E
Expenses, operating expenses, 121B § 20
Housing Authorities, generally, this index
Indebtedness, limitation,
Cities and towns, 121B § 21
Emergency finance board, approval, 121B
§ 22
Redevelopment authorities,
Boards and commissions, open meetings,
public bodies, 30A § 18 et seq.
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of
municipal administration, 43C § 12
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18 et
seq.
Special or betterment assessments, 121B
§ 16
Relocation, expenses, 121B § 20
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
UCH TIF plans, urban center housing tax in-
crement financing plans, 40 § 60
Urban center housing tax increment financing
plans, 40 § 60
Urban Redevelopment Corporations, generally,
this index
USE TAXES
Motor vehicles, registration, foreign states, tax
evasion, 90 § 3fe
Trailers, this index
UTERINE CANCER
Detection and prevention, instruction and
training, public schools, 71 § 1
UTILITIES
Public Utilities, generally, this index
VACANCY
Definitions, cities and towns, employees, 41
§ 11
VACATION SCHOOLS
Establishment by school committee, 71 § 28
VACATIONS
Firefighters and Fire Departments, this index
Labor and Employment, this index
Police, this index
VALIDATION
Property taxes, pilgrim nuclear power station,
contract, Boston Edison Company and
Plymouth. 59 § 38H
VALUATION
Appraisals and Appraisers, generally, this index
Boats, excise tax, 60B § 2
County Buildings and Grounds, this index
Fair cash valuation, determination, tax assess-
ments, standards, 58 § 1
Recreational lands, 61B § 1 et seq.
Ships and vessels, excise tax, 60B § 2
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Tax Assessments, this index
Tax assessments—special, determination, 80
§ 1
Taxation, this index
VALUE
Valuation, generally, this index
VANDALISM
Municipal buildings insurance fund, 40 § 13
VARIANCES
Zoning and Planning, this index
VEHICLES
Bicycles, generally, this index
Motor Vehicles, generally, this index
VENDOR AND PURCHASER
Deeds and Conveyances, generally, this index
Definitions, local option meals excise, 64L § 1
Sales, generally, this index
VENUE
Appellate tax board, entry of appeal, 58A § 13
Forfeiture proceedings, controlled substances,
94C § 47
Open meetings, appeal and review, 30A § 23
VESSELS
Boats and Boating, generally, this index
Definitions, excise tax, 60B § 1
Ships and Shipping, generally, this index
VETERANS
Benefits,
Disclosure, 40 § 51
Reports, 40 § 51
Cemeteries and dead bodies, monuments and
memorials,
Municipal borrowing, 44 § 8
Trustees, 41 § 105
Children and minors. Dependents, generally,
post
Cities and Towns, this index
Civil Service, this index
Deeds and conveyances, evade taxation, 59 § 5
Definitions, 4 § 7
Dependents,
Exemption from taxation, 59 § 5
Motor vehicle excise tax, exemption, prison-
ers of war, 60A § 1
Real estate, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Reimbursement of cities and towns, loss of
tax revenues, 58 § 8A
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Applications, 59 § 59; 60 § 3A
Disabled American Veterans, generally, this
index
Disabled veterans. Handicapped persons, gen-
erally, post
Disclosure, benefits, 40 § 51
Emergency payments, preference, 41 § 112
Exemptions, taxes, 59 § 5
Extension of time for application, 59 § 59
Fathers. Dependents, generally, ante
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VETERANS—Cont'd
Handicapped persons,
Applications, tax exemption, 59 § 59; 60
§ 3A
Cities and towns, parking, 40 § 21
Exemption from taxation, 59 § 5
Motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
Motor Vehicles, this index
Parking exemptions, 40 §§ 22A, 22
Reimbursement of municipality for loss of
taxes to abatements, 58 § 8A
Surviving spouse, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
Time for application, 59 § 59; 60 § 3A
High schools or secondary schools, diplomas,
71 § 4
Monuments and memorials. Cemeteries and
dead bodies, ante
Motor Vehicles, this index
Nonprofit organizations, tax exemptions, 59
§ 5
Paraplegics, reimbursement of municipality for
loss of taxes to abatement, 58 § 8A
Parents. Dependents, generally, ante
Parking,
Disabled veterans, 40 § 21
Restricted parking areas, 40 § 22A
Priorities and preferences, municipal employ-
mental § 112
Prisoners of war, motor vehicle excise tax ex-
emption, 60A § 1
Public contracts, sheltered market program,
30B§ 18
Public Improvements and Public Works, this
index
Public works, real estate, tax exemptions, 59
§ 5
Regional school districts, preference in employ-
ment, 41 § 112
Reports, benefits, 40 § 51
Sheltered market program, public contracts,
30B§ 18
Soldiers Homes, generally, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Surviving spouse. Dependents, ante
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Applications, 59 § 59; 60 § 3A
Change to active military status, financial
hardship, 59 § 5
Motor vehicle excise tax, 60A § 1
Surviving spouse, 59 § 5
Taxation, district expenses, 115 § 15
Towns. Cities and Towns, this index
Trustees, memorials, 41 § 105
Unclassified positions, 41 § 112A
Victory medal, exemption from taxation, 59
§ 5
Vietnam veterans,
Definitions, statutory construction. 4 § 7
High schools or secondary schools, diplomas,
71 § 4
Wartime service, definitions, 4 § 7
Widow. Dependents, generally, ante
VETERANS DAY
Cities and towns, officers and employees, veter-
ans, time off, 40 § 21Cfe
Fire department officials, holiday pay, 48
§ 57E
Firemen, duty on, 48 § 57A
Additional pay or day off, 48 § 57D
Holiday, policeman on duty, additional pay or
day off, 147 § 17A
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
WARE
VETERANS DAY—Cont'd
Police on duty, additional compensation. 147
§ 17A
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
Tax exemptions. 59 § 5
VETERANS OF WORLD WAR I OF THE
I.S.A.
Leases by cities and towns, 40 § 9
VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS
( Conventions, city or town employee as dele-
gate, 41 § 111J
Lease of buildings, cities and towns. 40 § 9
Real estate, tax exemption. 59 § 5
Spanish War veterans, statutory construction, 4
§ 7
Taxation exemption, 59 § 5
Unity war veterans association, leases by cities
and towns. 40 § 9
Vietnam combat veterans combined armed
forces, leases from cities and towns, 40 § 9
Vietnam era veterans association, leases from
cities and towns, 40 § 9
War Veterans Civic Association of Massachu-
setts, Inc., leases from cities and towns, 40
§ 9
Yankee division veterans association, leases
from cities and towns, 40 § 9
VETERANS SERVICES DISTRICTS
Cities and Towns, this index
VETOES
Ordinances, 39 § 4
VIADUCTS
Planning board, master plan. 41 § 81
D
VICTIMS
Crimes and Offenses, this index
Definitions, bullying, 71 § 370
VIDEOTAPE
Open meetings, 30A § 20
VIETNAM COMBAT VETERANS COM-
BINED ARMED FORCES
Lease of buildings from cities and towns, 40
§ 9
VIETNAM ERA VETERANS ASSOCIATION
Lease of buildings from cities and towns, 40
§ 9
VIETNAM VETERANS
Definitions, 4 § 7
Veterans, this index
VILLAGES
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Clerk, 40 § 44
Improvement districts, 40 § 44
Prudential committee, 40 § 44
Treasurer, 40 § 44
VISION IMPAIRMENT
See, also,
Blind Persons, generally, this index
Eyes and Eyesight, generally, this index
Motor vehicles, excise tax. exemption. 60A § 1
VISITATIONS
Children and Minors, this index
VISITATIONS—Cont'd
Children Born Out of Wedlock, this index
Inspections and Inspectors, generally, this in-
dex
VITAL STATISTICS
Divorce, generally, this index
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
Agriculture, independent agricultural and tech-
nical schools. High Schools or Secondary
Schools, this index
Annuities, officers and employees, 71 § 37B
Cities and towns, manufacturing workforce
training, tax increment financing, 40 § 60A
Contracts, annuities, officers and employees, 71
§ 37B
Culinary arts programs, revolving fund, 74
§ 14B
Custodial accounts, officers and employees, 71
§ 37B
Eye protective devices, 71 § 55C
Foundation budget, independent vocational
schools, 70 § 3
Funds, culinary arts programs, revolving funds,
74 § 14B
Home economics program, culinary arts, re-
volving fund, 74 § 14B
Independent agricultural and technical schools.
High Schools or Secondary Schools, this
index
Nurses and Nursing, generally, this index
Officers and employees, annuity contracts. 71
§ 37B
Regional school districts, 71 § 14B
Authorization, 71 § 14B
Budgets, net school spending amount, maxi-
mum, 70 § 6
Dual membership by towns, 71 § 14B
Employees, superseding position, establish-
ing regional district, 71 § 42B
Indebtedness, agreements, approval by vot-
ers, 71 § 16
Membership of town, 71 § 14B
Sex education, parental notice, 71 § 32A
Reports, culinary arts programs, revolving
fund, 74 § 14B
Revolving funds, culinary arts program, 74
§ 14B
Sales, culinary arts program, products pro-
duced, revolving fund, 74 § 14B
Schoolteachers, this index
Session, weeks and hours, school committee to
determine, 71 § 37
State aid, 70 § 1 et seq.
Tax increment financing, manufacturing work-
force training, cities and towns, 40 § 60A
Teachers. Schoolteachers, this index
Trusts and trustees,
Annuities, agreement to purchase for em-
ployees, 71 § 37B
Continuation schools, establishment, 71 § 21
VOCATIONAL REGIONAL SCHOOL DIS-
TRICTS
Regional school districts. Vocational Edu-
cation, this index
VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS
Vocational Education, generally, this index
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANIES
Group insurance, premiums, 32B § 2
Police, 41 § 97F
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VOLUNTEER MILITIA
Real estate, tax exemption. 59 § 5
VOLUNTEERS
Aged persons, local taxes reduction, senior citi-
zen volunteer services, 59 § 5K
Children and minors, criminal offender record
information system. 71 § 38R
Local taxes reduction, senior citizen volunteer
services. 59 § 5K
Schools and School Districts, this index
Senior citizen volunteer services, local taxes,
reduction, 59 § 5K
VOTERS AND VOTING
Elections, generally, this index
VOTING LISTS
Elections. I Ins index
VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENTS
Public records, security, exemptions, 4 § 7
WAAC
Statutory construction of term, 4 § 7
WACHUSETT MOUNTAIN STATE RESER-
VATION
State lands used by, reimbursement for taxes
lost. 58 § 13
WACHUSETT RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
WAGE PAYMENT ACT
Generally, 149 § 148 et seq.
WAGE WORKERS
Labor and Employment, generally, this index
WAGES
Compensation and Salaries, generally, this in-
dex
WALPOLE
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
WALTHAM
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
WAR AND CIVIL DEFENSE
Air raid, bomb and fall out shelters, residential
dwellings, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Bids, public contracts, 30 § 39M
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 App.
U.S.C. §§ 561, 571
Limitation of actions, 50 App. U.S.C. § 526
Tax exemption, fall out shelters, 59 § 5
Terrorism, generally, this index
WARD
Guardian and Ward, generally, this index
WARDENS
Tree Wardens, generally, this index
WARDS AND VOTING PRECINCTS
Elections, this index
WARE RIVER
Watershed Management, generally, this index
WAREHOUSES
WAREHOUSES AND WAREHOUSEMEN
See, also, Storage, generally, this index
Sunday, activity.
List of names of persons storing property, 59
§ 33
Original packages stored in licensed public
warehouse, 59 § 2
Taxation, lists, persons storing property, 59
§ 33
WARES
Warehouses and Warehousemen, generally,
this index
WARRANTIES
Political subdivisions, collective purchasing, 7
§ 22B
WARRANTS
Beach district treasurer, 40 § 12E
Constables, this index
Distress, issued against city or town to enforce
payment of taxes, 59 §§ 20, 21
Elections, this index
Selectmen, approval, 41 § 56
Special warrants, distress or imprisonment
without demand, tax collection, 60 § 19
Tax Collectors and Collections, this index
Town accountant, warrants for payments, 41
§ 56
Town meetings, calling, 39 § 10
WARTIME SERVICE
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
WARWICK CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
Correctional Institutions, generally, this index
WASH HOUSES
Public, construction and management, 40 § 12
WASHINGTON DAY
Fire department officials, holiday pay, 48
§ 57E
Fire fighters, additional compensation or day
off, 48 § 57D
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
Policeman on duty, additional pay or day off,
147 § 17A
WASTE
Solid Waste, generally, this index
Water Pollution, generally, this index
WASTE PAPER
Fire prevention, 148 § 5
WATER AND MUNICIPAL LIGHT COMMIS-
SIONERS
Election, 41 § 23
Selectmen to act, vote on petition, 41 § 21
WATER AND SEWER BOARD
Election, 41 § 23
Selectmen to act, vote, 41 § 21
WATER AND SEWER LINE COSTS
Definitions, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
WATER COMMISSIONERS
Generally, 41 §§ 69A, 69B
Control of system, 40 § 39E
Election, 41 § 23
Powers and duties, 41 § 69B
Board of public works, 41 § 69D
WATER COMMISSIONERS—Cont'd
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Public works municipal mutual aid, 40 § 4K
Selectmen, acting as, 40 § 39A
Control of system, 40 § 39E
Vote on petition, 41 § 21
Rescission of vote, 41 § 23
WATER COMPANIES
See, also, Corporations, generally, this index
Charter exempting property from taxation, 59
§ 5
Commissions. Water Supply, this index
Cooperation with municipalities, 40 § 39H
Exemptions, taxation, charter, 59 § 5
Memoranda, examination, penalty for refusal,
examination and test, 40 § 391
Pollution of water. Water Pollution, generally,
this index
Rates and charges, descending unit rate basis,
40 § 39L
Restraining use of water, emergencies, 40
§ 41A
Taxation, exemptions specified in charter, 59
§ 5
WATER CONSERVATION
Rates and charges, water and sewer services, 40
§ 39J
Watershed Management, generally, this index
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
WATER DISTRICTS
Generally, 41 § 1 et seq.
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
WATER LIEN ACT
Generally, 40 § 42A et seq.
WATER METERS
Cities, towns and districts, borrowing money
for purchase and installation, 44 § 8
WATER POLLUTION
See, also, Watershed Management, general-
ly, this index
Municipal finance, funds, disposition, 44 § 53
Operations, control, 44 § 53
Riverfront areas, conservation, 131 § 40
Sewers and sewer systems,
Construction to prevent, 40 § 41
Disposal works, 83 §§ 6, 7
Nutrient enrichment, reduction, elimination,
83 § 1A et seq.
Stormwater, rules and regulations, 83 § 10
Tax assessments, watershed protection, cities
and towns, payments to, 59 § 5H
Tax exemptions.
Abatement facilities, 59 § 5
Prevention or abatement device, 59 § 5
Town water supply, 40 § 39G
Watershed Management, generally, this index
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
WATER RESOURCES AUTHORITY
Contracts, sewage collection, treatment, dispos-
al, 83 § 1
Sewage collection, treatment, disposal, con-
tracts, 83 § 1
Tax exemptions, payments in lieu of taxes, 59
§ 5G
Taxation,
Land held in another city or town, 59 § 5D
et seq.
Payments in lieu of to city or town, 59 § 5G
1-158
WATER RESOURCES AUTHORITY—Cont'd
Watershed Management, generally, this index
WATER RIGHTS
Cities and towns, conservation commission,
powers, 40 § 8C
Watershed Management, generally, this index
WATER SUPPLY
Generally, 40 § 38 et seq.
Appeal and review, rates and charges, 40
§ 42E
Applications, examination and test of meter, 40
§ 391
Approval of sale or exchange of property, 40
§ 15B
Assessments, 40 § 42G
Interest, 59 § 57
Uniform unit method, betterments, 40
§ 42K
Authorities. Water Resources Authority, gen-
erally, this index
Betterments, uniform unit method assessments,
40 § 42K
Bonds, drinking water protection districts, 40
§ 39K
Brooks, 40 § 39B
Building permits, prerequisites to issuance, 40
§ 54
Buildings for treatment, loan, 44 § 8
Certificates and certification, unpaid water
rates and charges, 40 § 42C
Commissions,
Cooperation with other entities, 40 § 39H
Joint exercise of powers, 40 § 4A
Condominiums, this index
Conservation and Recreation Department,
generally, this index
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Construction and maintenance, 40 § 39C
Contracts, 30B § 7
Cooperation with other entities, 40 § 39H
Control of system, 40 § 39E
Cooperation with other municipalities, 40
§ 39H
Damages to property, 40 § 39F
Dams and Reservoirs, generally, this index
Debt service, excess tax assessments, 59 § 21C
Deferred water charges, interest, 40 § 42J
Delinquent charges, landlord and tenant, re-
covery, 40 § 42F
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 2
Development of source, 40 § 38
Distribution system, 40 § 39A
Districts, drinking water protection districts, 40
§ 39K
Diverting, penalty, 40 § 39G
Drinking water protection districts, 40 § 39K
Drinking water protection funds, 40 § 39K
Easements, unneeded lands, 40 § 15B
Election, 40 § 38
Distribution system, 40 § 39A
Electric power transmission poles and wires
over water supply lands, 40 § 15B
Emergencies, restraining use of water, 40
§ 41A
Eminent domain, 40 § 39B
Preservation of purity of water, 40 § 41
Sale or exchange of water supply works land
acquired by eminent domain, 40 § 15B
Entry upon lands for surveys, 40 § 39D
Examination, meter measuring, 40 § 391
Exchanges, water supply works land, 40 § 15B
WEARING
WATER SUPPLY—Cont'd
Expenses and expenditures,
Examination and test of meters, 40 § 391
Water conservation and resource manage-
ment, 40 § 39.J
Filter galleries, location, 40 § 39B
Filtration plants,
Construction and maintenance, 40 § 39C
Location, 40 § 39B
Fines and penalties, diverting supply, 40 § 39G
Groundwater sources, 40 § 39B
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
Interest, deferred water charges, 40 § 42J
Labor Relations and Disputes, generally, this
index
Landlord and Tenant, this index
Leases, lands not needed for water supply use,
40 § 15B
Liens, rate and charges, 40 §§ 42A et seq., 42B
Managers and management, 40 § 39E
Meters, borrowing money for purchase and
installation, 44 § 8
Municipal borrowing, time limit, 44 § 8
Municipal finance, indebtedness for. 44 § 8
Notice, overdue amounts, tax bills. 59 §§ 57C,
57
Ordinance regulating pipes, 40 § 21
Pipes and pipelines. 40 §§ 39, 42
Assessments, 40 § 42G et seq.
Construction and maintenance, 40 § 39C
Hot water pipes, 40 § 43
Laid through another town, 40 § 39
Liens and incumbrances, assessments, 40
§ 421
Ordinance regulating, 40 § 21
Private ways, 41 § 77
Special assessments, 40 § 42G et seq.
Pollution of water. Water Pollution, generally,
this index
Ponds, eminent domain. 40 § 39B
Prerequisite, building permit issuance, 40 § 54
Preservation of purity, 40 § 41
Pricing system, drinking water protection dis-
tricts, 40 § 39K
Privileges and immunities, interagency cooper-
ation, 40 § 39H
Pumping plants,
Construction and maintenance, 40 § 39C
Location, 40 § 39B
Purchase of right, 40 § 38
Rates and charges, 40 § 39,1
Aged persons, assessment abatement, 59 § 5
Appeal and review, 40 § 42E
Condominiums, 183A § 14
Delinquent amounts, tax bills, notice, 59
§§ 57C, 57
Descending unit rate basis, 40 § 39L
Drinking water protection districts, pricing
system, 40 § 39K
Errors not to affect validity of tax title, 60
§ 76B
Landlord and tenant, recovery, 40 § 42F
Liens, 40 § 42A et seq.
Overdue amounts, tax bills, notice, 59
§§ 57C. 57
Tax bills, notices, bills included, 60 § 3A
Real property, sale or exchange, 40 § 15B
Recreational use, lands not needed for water
supply, 40 § 15B
Redemption from tax sale, 60 § 62
Reports, examination and test of meters, 40
§ 391
Reservoirs. Dams and Reservoirs, generally,
this index
WATER SUPPLY—Cont'd
Restraining use of water, 40 § 41A
Riverfront areas, conservation. 131 § 40
Rivers and Streams, generally, this index
Sales, water supply works land. 40 § 15B
Sewers and sewer systems, nutrient enrichment,
reduction, elimination, 83 § 1A et seq.
Special assessments, 40 § 42G
Springs, 40 § 39B
Streams, 40 § 39B
Surveys, 40 § 39D
Tax assessments, watershed protection, cities
and towns, payments to, 59 § 5H
Tax bills,
Overdue amounts, notice, 59 §§ 57C, 57
Rates and charges. 60 § 3A
Taxation,
Aged persons, assessment abatement, 59 § 5
Cities, towns or districts, property held in
another jurisdiction. 59 § 5D et seq.
Debt service, excess assessments, 59 § 21C
Rates and charges.
Error, irregularity in amount, deduction
in redemption from tax sales, 60 § 82
Error not to affect validity of tax title, 60
§ 76B
Unpaid rates and charges, certification, 40
§ 42C
Treatment facilities, loans, 44 § 8
Uniform rates, 40 § 42H
Uniform unit method, assessments, better-
ments, 40 § 42K
Water commissioners, powers and duties, 41
§ 69B
Water Companies, generally, this index
Watershed Management, generally, this index
Wells. Water Wells, generally, this index
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
WATER SUPPLY PROTECTION DD/ISION
See, also, Conservation and Recreation De-
partment, generally, this index
Notice, taxation, state lands, valuation, 58 § 14
Taxation, state lands, valuation, 58 § 14
WATER WELLS
Abandonment, regulation, 40 § 21
Construction, 40 § 39C
Location, 40 § 39B
Maintenance, 40 § 39C
WATER WHEELS
Taxation, entry of value in books by assessor,
59 § 46
Violations, penalties, 59 § 94
WATERCRAFT
Boats and Boating, generally, this index
WATERS AND WATERCOURSES
Acquisition, conservation commissions, 40
§ 8C
Boats and Boating, generally, this index
Bridges. Highways and Streets, this index
Conduits, planning board, master plan, 41
§ 81D
Conservation commissions, 40 § 8C
Dams and Reservoirs, generally, this index
Docks. Wharves, Piers and Docks, generally,
this index
Eminent domain, conservation commissions, 40
§ 8C
Ferries, generally, this index
Floods, generally, this index
Harbors and Ports, generally, this index
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WATERS AND WATERCOURSES—Con td
Injunction, damaging wetlands. 131 § 40
Lakes and Ponds, generally, this index
Landing places, 88 § 14 et seq.
Custodian, 88 § 14
Damages from laying out and alteration, 88
§ 14
Laying out and alteration. 88 § 14
Petition, 88 § 14
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
Municipal lighting plants, water power appurte-
nant, depreciation, estimate, effect, 164
§ 57
Municipal waterways improvement and mainte-
nance fund, moneys received from excise
tax on boats and ships, 60B § 2
Piers. Wharves, Piers and Docks, generally.
this index
Planning board, master plan, 41 § 81
D
Pollution of water. Water Pollution, generally,
this index
Reservoirs. Dams and Reservoirs, generally,
this index
Rivers and Streams, generally, this index
Sewers and Sewer Systems, generally, this index
Ships and Shipping, generally, this index
Streams. Rivers and Streams, generally, this
index
Subdivision Control Law, purpose, 41 § 81M
Tax assessments, watershed protection, cities
and towns, payments to, 59 § 5H
Watershed Management, generally, this index
Wetlands bordering, protection, 131 § 40
Wharves, Piers and Docks, generally, this index
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
Property taken by United States, payment to
town, 58 § 17B
Riverfront areas, conservation, 131 § 40
Storage capacity of reservoir, appropriation by
town to pay share of costs. 44 § 8
Taxation, property held by municipality in an-
other municipality, stumpage fee, 59
§§ 5D, 5F
United States taking land, payments based on
assessed valuation, 58 § 17B
WAYS
Private Ways, generally, this index
Public ways. Highways and Streets, generally,
this index
WEAPONS
Definitions, records, 4 § 7
Firearms records bureau, inspection, 66 § 10
Licenses and permits, records, 4 § 7
Police, this index
Reports, schools, students possession. 71 § 37L
Schools and School Districts, this index
Searches and seizures, stop and frisk, 41 § 98
WEARING APPAREL
Cities and towns,
Contracts, prevailing rate of wages, 40 § 4F
Officers and employees, appropriations, 40
§§ 6J, 6L
Detectives, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Exemption, taxation, 59 § 5
Plainclothesmen, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Police, appropriations, 40 § 6B
Shellfish constabulary, appropriations. 40 § 6B
Tax exemption, 59 § 5
WEATHER
WEATHER
Stormy weather work clothes for city or town
employees, 40 §§ 6J, 6L
WEEKLY PAYMENT LAW
Generally, 149 § 148 et seq.
WEIGHERS AND MEASURERS
Weights and Measures, generally, this index
WEIGHT AND SUFFICIENCY OF EVI-
DENCE
Evidence, generally, this index
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
Generally, 41 § 85 et seq.
Actions and proceedings, civil citations, 98
§ 29A
Administrative law and procedure, civil cita-
tions, appeal and review, 98 § 29A
Aircraft, registration fees, 90 § 49
Appeal and review, civil citations, 98 § 29A
Appointment, 41 §§ 85, 87
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries),
Deputy fish weighers, 41 § 89
Fish weighers, 41 § 88
Citations, civil, 98 § 29A
Civil citations, 98 § 29A
Crimes and offenses, civil citations, 98 § 29A
Deputy fish weighers, 41 § 89
Penalty, violation of oath, 41 § 90
Fines and penalties,
Interference, fish weighers, 41 § 90A
Misrepresentation, 41 § 86
Violation of oath, 41 § 90
Fish and Game, this index
Hearings,
Appeal and review, 98 § 29A
Civil citations, appeal and review, 98 § 29A
Misrepresentation, fine, 41 § 86
Oaths and affirmations, 41 § 85
Deputy fish weighers, 41 § 89
Fish weighers, 41 § 88
Motor vehicles, 41 § 90
Penalty for violation, 41 § 87
Particular commodities, 41 § 87
Penalties. Fines and penalties, generally, ante
Records, 41 § 86
Sex, eligibility, 41 § 85
Term of office, 41 § 85
Fish weighers, 41 § 88
Traffic Rules and Regulations, this index
Trailers, 41 § 87A
WELDING
Eye protective devices, school classes, 71 § 55C
WELFARE
Social Services, generally, this index
WELFARE DISTRICTS
Group insurance,
Acceptance of law, 32B § 10
Additional contributions, governmental
units, 32B §§ 7A, 9E
WELLS
Water Wells, generally, this index
WESTON RESERVOIR
Watershed Management, generally, this index
WETLANDS
Generally, 131 § 40
Lowland and Swamps, generally, this index
WETLANDS—Cont'd
Protection, 131 § 40
Watershed Management, generally, this index
WETLANDS PROTECTION FUND
Cities and towns, St. 1997, c. 43 § 218; St.
1998, c. 194 § 349
WHARVES, PIERS AND DOCKS
Generally, 88 § 14 et seq.
Common landing place, construction, 88 § 14
Damages, alteration and laying out, 88 § 14
Eminent domain, 88 § 14
Licenses and permits, taxation of property, 59
§ 5
Municipal indebtedness, improvements, 44 § 7
Petitions to construct, 88 § 14
Planning board, master plan, 41 § 81D
Records, 88 § 14
WHEEL CHAIRS
Sidewalks, slanted curbing, 83 § 25
WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS
Surviving Spouse, generally, this index
WIDTH
Traffic Rules and Regulations, this index
WIFE
Husband and Wife, generally, this index
WILD ANIMALS
Fish and Game, generally, this index
WILD OR FOREST LANDS
Taxation, 61B § 1 et seq.
WILDLIFE
Reimbursement for loss of taxes on land used
for recreational and conservation pur-
poses, 58 § 15
WILLS
See, also, Descent and Distribution, this in-
dex
Betterment assessments, deferral and recovery
agreements, 80 § 13B
Cities and towns,
Conservation commissions, devises, 40 § 8C
Transfer of unneeded land devised to city or
town, 40 § 15A
Codicils, statutory construction, 4 § 7
Conservation commissions, cities and towns,
devises, 40 § 8C
Historical commission, cities and towns, 40
§ 8D
Husband and wife. Surviving Spouse, general-
ly, this index
Probate Proceedings, generally, this index
Spouse. Surviving Spouse, generally, this index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Surviving Spouse, generally, this index
Tax assessments—special, deferral and recov-
ery agreements, 80 § 13B
WIND ENERGY
Tax exemption, system used for saving energy,
59 § 5
WINTHROP
See, also, Cities and Towns, generally, this
index
Legal holidays, 4 § 7
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WIRES
Poles and Wires, generally, this index
WITHHOLDING
Money payable to person owing taxes,
Assessments, 60 § 93
Credit to collector, 60 § 95
WITNESSES
Appellate tax board,
Fees and expenses taxed as costs, 58A § 12
Summoning and examination, 58A § 11
Auditing municipal account, 44 § 45
Fees, appellate tax board, proceedings before,
58A§ 11
Open meetings, investigations and investiga-
tors, 30A § 24
Opinion and expert testimony, contracts, bids,
30B§ 1
Perjury, generally, this index
Traveling expenses, appellate tax board pro-
ceedings, 58A § 11
WIVES
Husband and Wife, generally, this index
WOLF
Fish and Game, generally, this index
WOMEN
Armed forces, tax exemption, 59 § 5
Cities and towns, compensation and salaries, 41
§§ 108J, 108K
Civil service, equal pay, 41 § 108J
Compensation and salaries, cities and towns, 41
§§ 108J, 108K
Contraceptives. Family Planning, this index
Discrimination, compensation and salaries, cit-
ies and towns, 41 §§ 108J, 108K
Equal pay, cities and towns, 41 § 108J
Family Planning, generally, this index
Husband and Wife, generally, this index
Measurers, eligibility, 41 § 85
Police, compensation, 41 § 108K
Pregnant women, school students, school disci-
pline prohibited, 71 § 84
Public contracts, sheltered market program,
30B§ 18
Rape, generally, this index
Surveyors, eligibility, 41 § 85
Surviving Spouse, generally, this index
Weighers, eligibility. 41 § 85
Widows. Surviving Spouse, generally, this in-
dex
WOODS HOLE, MARTHA'S VINEYARD AND
NANTUCKET STEAMSHIP AUTHORI-
TY
Certification for payment of cigarette tax pro-
ceeds, 58 § 25B
WORCESTER COUNTY
See, also, Counties, generally, this index
Group insurance, employees, 32B § 1 et seq.
WORDS AND PHRASES
Abandoned property, collection of local taxes,
60 § 1
Above foundation reimbursement amount,
schools and school districts, attendance, 76
§ 12B
Acquisition, Massachusetts Community Preser-
vation Act, 44B § 2
Active service in the armed forces, statutory
construction, 4 § 7
WORDS
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Additional chapter 70 aid, smart growth, school
funds, reimbursement, 40S § I
Additional revenues, school building assistance
program, 70B § 2
Adjusted property valuation, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
Adjustment factor, development districts, cities
and towns, 40Q § 1
Administrative costs, development districts, cit-
ies and towns, 40Q § 1
Adoption, cits, dogs, 140 § 136A
Adult, 4 § 7
Advisory boards, school building assistance
program, 70B § 2
Affiliate of a developer, real estate time share,
183B § 2
Affordable housing, taxation, 60 8 1
Age of majority, 4 § 7
Agency,
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 2
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Agreement, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Aldermen, 4 § 7
Alternatives to construction, school building
assistance program, 70B § 2
Annual election, 4 § 7
Annual expenses, municipal lighting plants. 164
§ 57
Annual income, Massachusetts Community
Preservation Act, 44B § 2
Annual meeting, 4 § 7
Applicant,
Subdivision Control Law. 41 S 81L
Wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Application statement, city officers, tenure, 41
§ 126
Appointing authority, statutory construction. 4
§ 7
Appointive office, city officers, tenure, 41
§ 126
Appropriate financial official, tax receivables,
transfers, 60 § 2C
Appropriate public authority, group insurance,
32B§ 2
Approved private day or residential school,
bullying. 71 § 370
Approved school project, school building assis-
tance program, 70B § 2
Architects, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Armed forces, 4 § 7
Assessor, 4 § 7
Assignments, 4 § 7
Assisted facility, school building assistance pro-
gram, 70B § 2
Associations, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Assumed in school special education enroll-
ment, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Assumed tuitioned out special education en-
rollment, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Authorities, school building assistance pro-
gram, 70B § 2
Authorized representative, public safety mutual
aid, 40 § 4J
Available funds deficit, tax receivables, trans-
fers, 60 § 2C
Average actual net school spending per pupil,
smart growth, school funds, reimburse-
ment, 40S § 1
Base aid, schools, state aid. 70 § 2
Base date, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Base year foundation budget, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
Bid, Uniform Procurement Act, 30B § 2
Bilingual enrollment, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Board,
Abatement of taxes, 59 § 70A
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
Schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Schoolteachers certification, 71 § 38G
Board of aldermen, 4 § 7
Board of health, regional health districts. 111
§ 27B
Board of registrars of voters, optional forms of
municipal administration, 43C § 2
Board of selectmen,
Optional forms of municipal administration,
43C§ 2
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
Bogs, wetlands protection, 131 § 40
Bona fide offer to purchase, agricultural land,
taxation, conversion, 61A § 14
Book and equipment allotment, schools, state
aid, 70 § 2
Bullying, 71 § 370
Business days, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Capital construction project, school building
assistance program, 70B § 2
Capital costs, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
Captured assessed value, development districts,
cities and towns. 40Q § 1
Certification, forest products tax, 61 § 1
Certified by (or endorsed by) a planning board.
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81L
Certified housing development projects, hous-
ing development incentive program, 40V
§ 1
Charitable organizations,
Excise tax on registered motor vehicles, 60A
§ 1
Motor vehicle excise tax. 60A § 1
Tax law, 59 § 5
Charter, 4 § 7
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Bullying. 71 § 370
Chief administrative officer, statutory construc-
tion, 4 § 7
Chief executive officer,
Solid waste disposal facilities, municipal fi-
nancing, 44 § 28C
Statutory construction. 4 § 7
Chief procurement officer, uniform procure-
ment, 30B § 2
City council, optional forms of municipal ad-
ministration, 43C § 2
City solicitors, 4 § 7
Class four industrial, tax assessments, property
classification, 59 § 2A
Class two open space, tax assessments, property
classification, 59 § 2A
Coastal wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Codicil, 4 § 7
Cogeneration facilities, electricity, tax exemp-
tions, 59 § 5
Collaborative schools, bullying, 71 § 370
Collector,
Local taxation. 60 § 1
Taxes, 41 § 39B
Commemoration day, 4 § 7
Commission, group insurance, civil service, 32B
§ 2
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Commissioner,
Charter schools, 71 § 89
( onstruction contracts, public works, 149
§ 44A
Dogs, cats, 140 § 136A
Local option meals excise, 64L § 1
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
School funds and state aid for public
schools, 70 § 2
Schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Commonwealth contractor, municipalities re-
ceiving federal funds for reimbursable
medical services, 44 § 72
Community housing. Massachusetts Communi-
ty Preservation Act, 44B § 2
Community income factor, school building as-
sistance program, 70B § 10
Community poverty factor, school building as-
sistance program. 70B § 10
Community preservation, Massachusetts Com-
munity Preservation Act. 44B § 2
Community preservation committee, Massa-
chusetts Community Preservation Act, 44B
§ 2
Community preservation fund, Massachusetts
Community Preservation Act, 44B § 2
Community property wealth factor, school
building assistance program, 70B § 10
Conditional sale, 4 § 7
Construction manager, school building assis-
tance program, 70B § 2
Contiguous lands, forest products, tax. 61 § 1
Contract, uniform procurement. 30B § 2
Contractor, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Conversion, forest and forestry, taxation, land
use, 61 § 8
Conversion building, real estate time share,
183B § 2
Cooperative purchasing, uniform procurement.
30B § 2
Cost of issuance, solid waste disposal facilities.
44 § 28C
Cost of the plant, municipal lighting plants, 164
§ 57
Costs,
Solid waste disposal facilities, municipal fi-
nancing, 44 § 28C
Water conservation, 40 § 39J
Coterminous, statutory construction. 4 § 7
Court of insolvency, 4 § 7
CP, Massachusetts Community Preservation
Act, 44B § 2
Current tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Cuts, forest product tax, 61 § 1
Cutting plans, forest product tax, 61 § 1
Cyber bullying, 71 § 370
Debt obligation, solid waste disposal facilities,
44 § 28C
Debt service, Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
Dedicated sales tax revenue amount, school
building assistance program, 70B § 2
Deliberation, open meetings, public bodies,
30A§ 18
Densely developed areas, rivers and streams,
131 § 40
Department.
Bullying, 71 § 370
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Housing development incentive program,
40V § 1
Schools, state aid. 70 § 2
WORDS
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Department—Cont'd
Telecommunications and energy depart-
ment, 59 § 38H
Dependents, group insurance, 32B § 2
Designated private auditors, tax lists, 59 § 32
Developer, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1
Development programs, development districts,
cities and towns, 40Q § 1
Director,
Dog Law, 140 § 136A
Municipal finance, 44 § 1
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
Disadvantaged vendor, public contracts, 30B
§ 18
Discretionary costs, development districts, cit-
ies and towns, 40Q § 1
Dispose, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Disposition, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Distributable aid, Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
District, 4 § 7
Cities and towns, powers and duties, 40
§ 1A
City officers, tenure, 41 § 126
Group insurance, 32B § 2
Municipal Finance Law, 44 § 1
Officers and employees, 41 § 1A
Schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Town meetings, 39 § 14
Waste water treatment facilities, 83 § 1
District court, 4 § 7
Division, smart growth, school funds, reim-
bursement, 40S § 1
Dog fund, 140 § 136A
Dog officer, 140 § 136A
Drainage, subdivision control, 41 § 81L
Dukes County, 4 § 7
Education percentages, smart growth, school
funds, reimbursement, 40S § 1
Electronic bidding, uniform procurement. 30B
§ 2
Elementary enrollment, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Eligible, contractors, public works contracts,
149 § 44A
Eligible applicant, school building assistance
program, 70B § 2
Eligible students, smart growth, school funds,
reimbursement, 40S § 1
Emergency,
Municipal finance, 44 § 8
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18
Employee,
Cities and towns, deferred compensation
program, 44 § 67
Group insurance, 32B § 2
Individual retirement account, payroll de-
ductions, cities and towns, 44 § 67A
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Employer, group insurance, 32B § 2
Employment agreement, uniform procurement,
30B§ 2
Endorsed by a planning board. Subdivision
Control Law, 41 § 81L
Energy efficient construction rating, school
building assistance program, 70B § 2
Engineers, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Enrolled, time shares, 183B § 2
Enrollment categories, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Entity, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Equalized property valuation, schools, state
aid, 70 § 2
Equalized valuation,
Municipal finance, 44 § 1
Regional police districts, 41 § 991
Equipment, excise taxes, 59 § 8A
Equity aid, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Equity gap, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Excess, emergency medical technicians, com-
pensation while incapacitated, 41 § 111M
Excess debt service amount, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
Exchange company, real estate time share,
183B § 2
Exchange program, real estate time share,
183B § 2
Executive session, open meetings, public bod-
ies, 30A § 18
Exempt school, racial imbalance, 71 § 37D
Expanded program allotment, schools, state
aid, 70 § 2
External procurement activity, uniform pro-
curement, 30B § 2
Extraordinary maintenance allotment, schools,
state aid, 70 § 2
Fair cash value, tax assessments, 59 § 18
Fairly apportioned, tax assessments, 59 § 18
Federal payments, municipalities receiving fed-
eral funds for reimbursable medical ser-
vices, 44 § 72
Financial plans, development districts, cities
and towns, 40Q § 1
Financing costs, development districts, cities
and towns, 40Q § 1
Firefighters, 4 § 7
Fireman, definition of statutory terms, 4 § 7
Fiscal year, 4 § 7
Following, 4 § 7
Foot patrols, police, 41 § 98B
Forest lands, forest products tax, 61 § 1
Forest management plans, forest products tax,
61 § 1
Forest products, taxation, 61 § 1
Forester, statutory construction, 4 § 7
Forfeiture proceedings, real estate time share,
183B § 2
Forfeitures, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Foundation aid, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation aid percent, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Foundation assistants, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation athletic expenses, schools, state
aid, 70 § 2
Foundation benefits, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation budget, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation central office professional staff,
schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation clerical staff, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Foundation custodial staff, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
Foundation enrollment, schools, state aid, 70
§§ 1,2
Foundation extracurricular activity expenses,
schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation gap, schools, state aid. 70 § 2
Foundation health care staff, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
Foundation inflation index, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
Foundation miscellaneous expenses, schools,
state aid, 70 § 2
1-162
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Foundation nonsalary expenses, schools, state
aid, 70 § 2
Foundation payroll, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation principals, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Foundation special education tuition, schools,
state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation support staff, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Foundation teaching staff, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Foundation utility and ordinary maintenance
expenses, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Foundation vocational staff, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
Freshwater wetlands, protection, 131 § 40
Full age, 4 § 7
Full and fair cash valuation,
Tax limitations, 59 § 21C
Taxation, 40 § 56
Gaming, 4 § 7
Gateway municipalities, housing development
incentive program, 40V § 1
General revenue sharing aid, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
Governing bodies, elections, cities and towns,
ballot questions, 53 § 18B
Governmental body, uniform procurement, 30B
§ 2
Governmental unit, 40 § 4A
Cities and towns, 40 § 4A
Group insurance, 32B § 2
Public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Grant agreement, uniform procurement, 30B
§ 2
Grantee, 4 § 7
Grantor, 4 § 7
Grenada rescue mission veteran, benefits, 4
§ 7
Grievance, city and town employees, 40 § 21B
Gross overburden amounts, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
Gross standard of effort, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Habitually moored or docked, excise tax on
boats, ships and vessels, 60B § 1
HD zones, housing development incentive pro-
gram, 40V § 1
HDIP, housing development incentive pro-
gram, 40V § 1
Health care organization, group insurance for
local public officers and employees, 32B
§ 2
Health carrier, public employee group insur-
ance, 32B § 19
High school enrollment, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
High schools, 71 § 11
Highway, 4 § 7
Historic resources, Massachusetts Community
Preservation Act, 44B § 2
Hostile environment, bullying, 71 § 370
Housing court, 4 § 7
Housing development incentive program, 40V
§ 1
Housing development zones, housing develop-
ment incentive program, 40V § 1
Hydropower facility, tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Illegal gaming, 4 § 7
Immediate family, school officers and employ-
ees, 71 § 67
Improvement costs, development districts, cit-
ies and towns, 40Q § 1
WORDS
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In books, 4 § 7
In writing, 4 § 7
Incentive percentage points, school building as-
sistance program, 70B § 10
Incident command system, public safety mutual
aid, 40 § 4J
Includible compensation,
Annuity contract for city or town hospital
employees, 40 § 55
School employees, annuities, 71 § 37B
Individual taxpayer receivable, transfers, 60
§ 2C
Industrial waste, tax exemptions, 59 § 5
Inflation factor, development districts, cities
and towns, 40Q § 1
Inhabitants, 4 § 7
Innovative community use, school building as-
sistance program, 70B § 2
Instructional costs, special education reim-
bursement program, 71B § 5A
Intentional violations, open meetings, public
bodies, 30A § 18
Invested revenue district development pro-
grams, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
Invested revenue districts, development dis-
tricts, cities and towns, 40Q § 1
Invitation for bids, uniform procurement, 30B
§ 2
Issue. 4 § 7
Junior high middle school enrollment, schools,
state aid, 70 § 2
Juvenile court, 4 § 7
Keeper, Dog Law, 140 § 136A
Kennel, Dog Law, 140 § 136A
Kindergarten enrollment, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Korean emergency, 4 § 7
Korean veteran, 4 § 7
Labor relations representative, uniform pro-
curement, 30B § 2
Land court, 4 § 7
Land in agricultural use, tax assessments, 61A
§ 1
Land in horticultural use, tax assessments, 61A
§ 2
Land of five acre minimum area actively devot-
ed to agricultural or horticultural uses, tax
assessment, 61A § 3
Lands, 4 § 7
Valuation of certain state and county lands.
58 § 13
Law enforcement council, public safety mutual
aid, 40 § 4J
Lease, motor vehicles, surcharge, 90 § 20E
Legal holiday, 4 § 7
Legislative body,
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
44B§ 2
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
License period. Dog Law, 140 § 136A
Lien, 4 § 7
Livestock or fowl, 140 § 136A
Local appropriating authority, tax limitations,
59 § 21C
Local contributions, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Local public procurement unit, uniform pro-
curement, 30B § 2
Local smart growth excise tax revenues, school
funds, smart growth, reimbursement, 40S
§ 1
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Local smart growth property tax revenues,
school funds, smart growth, reimburse-
ment, 40S § 1
Local smart growth revenues for education,
school funds, smart growth, reimburse-
ment, 40S § 1
Lot, Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81L
Low income enrollment, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Low income housing, Massachusetts Communi-
ty Preservation Act, 44B § 2
Low or moderate income senior housing, Mas-
sachusetts Community Preservation Act,
44B§ 2
Lowest responsible and eligible bidder, public
works contracts, 30 § 39M
Magnet educational programs, racial imba-
lance, 71 § 37J
Magnet school facility, racial imbalance, 71
§ 371
Maintain, lockups, 40 § 34
Maintenance, Massachusetts Community Pres
ervation Act, 44B § 2
Maintenance rating, school building assistance
program, 70B § 2
Major construction project, school building as-
sistance program, 70B § 2
Major reconstruction project, school building
assistance program, 70B § 2
Majority vole.
Municipal finance, 44 § 1
Uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Management plans, forest products tax, 61 § 1
Manager, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Managing entity, real estate time share, 183B
§ 2
Market rate residential units,
Gateway municipalities, tax exemptions. 59
§ 5M
Housing development incentive program,
40V § 1
Marshes, wetlands protection, 131 § 40
Material, public works contracts, 30 § 39M
Mean annual high water line, rivers and
streams, 131 § 40
Meeting, open meetings, public bodies. 30A
§ 18
Minimum aid. schools, state aid. 70 § 2
Minimum required local contribution,
School funds state aid, 70 § 2
Schools, state aid. 70 § 2
Minor, 4 § 7
Minor informalities, uniform procurement. 30B
§ 2
Minutes, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18
Moderate income housing, Massachusetts
Community Preservation Act, 44B § 2
Modular building, public works contracts, 149
§ 44A
Month. 4 § 7
Mortgage, 4 § 7
Motor vehicle,
Parking violations. 90 § 20A14
Traffic violations procedure. 90 § 20A
Multilocation developer, real estate time share,
183B § 2
Multilocation plan, real estate time share, I83B
§ 2
Municipal court, 4 § 7
Municipal court of the city of Boston, 4 § 7
Municipal finance oversight board,
Municipal finance, 44 § 1
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Municipal finance oversight board—Cont'd
Qualified Bond Act, 44A § 1
Municipal hearing officers, cities and towns,
fines and penalties, 40L1 § 1
Municipal light commission, 164 § 56A
Municipal purpose, taking or purchase of land,
easement or right, 40 § 14
Municipal revenue growth factor, schools, state
aid, 70 § 2
Municipal service, Subdivision Control Law, 41
§ 81L
Municipalities, 4 § 7
Acceptance of statutes. 4 § 4
Tax receivables, transfers. 60 § 2C
Mutual aid assistance, public safety mutual aid,
40 § 4J
Net indebtedness, 4 § 7
Net school spending, schools, state aid. 70 § 2
New smart growth development, school funds.
smart growth, reimbursement, 40S § 1
Nonschool members, school councils. 71 § 59C
Nonstate fundraising, school building assistance
program, 70B § 2
Not used for purposes incompatible with forest
production, forest products tax, 61 § 1
Oath. 4 § 7
< (llci'ing. real estate time share, 183B § 2
On foot patrol, police, 41 § 98B
Open Meeting Law, public bodies, 30A § 18
Open space. Massachusetts Community Preser-
vation Act. 44B § 2
Optional Medicare extension, municipal offi-
cers, 32B § 2
Ordinance, 4 § 7
Organizational costs, development districts, cit-
ies and towns. 40Q § 1
Original assessed value, development districts,
cities and towns. 40Q § 1
Overburden aid. schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Owner, forest products tax. 61 § 1
Panamanian intervention force veteran, 4 § 7
Parcels,
Forest products tax, 61 § 1
Tax exemptions, 59 § 5(
Tax receivables, transfers. 60 § 2C
Parties in interest, zoning and planning, 40A
§ 11
Party, public safety mutual aid, 40 § 4J
Permanent member of a fire department, statu-
tory definition of terms, 4 § 7
Perpetrator, bullying, 71 § 370
Persian Gulf veteran, 4 § 7
Person, 4 § 7
Local option meals excise, 64L § 6
Local Tax Law, 58 § 2
Real estate time share, 183B § 2
Uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Wetlands, protection. 131 § 40
Place, 4 § 7
Plan, bullying, 71 § 370
Planning board. Subdivision Control Law, 41
§ 81L
Pledge, 4 § 7
Political subdivision, group insurance. 32B § 2
Population, 4 § 7
Post notice, open meetings, public bodies, 30A
§ 18
Preceding, 4 § 7
Preliminary local contribution, schools, state
aid, 70 § 2
Preliminary plan, subdivision control, 41 § 81L
Preliminary screening, open meetings, public
bodies. 30A § 18
WORDS
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Premiums, city or town hospital employees,
contracts, 40 § 55
Preschool enrollment, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Preservation, Massachusetts Community Pres-
ervation Act, 44B § 2
Principally situated, excise tax on boats, ships
and vessels, 60B § 1
Probate and insolvency court, 4 § 7
Probate court, 4 § 7
Procurement,
Public works, 149 § 44A
Uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Procurement officer, uniform procurement,
30B§ 2
Professional development allotment, schools,
state aid, 70 § 2
Professional service costs, development dis-
tricts, cities and towns, 40Q § 1
Project,
Development districts, cities and towns, 40Q
§ 1
Real estate time share, 183B § 2
Project cost, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
Project manager, school building assistance
program, 70B § 2
Project revenues, development districts, cities
and towns, 40Q § 1
Proposal, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Proprietary environmental technology systems,
construction contracts, public works, 149
§ 44A
Prototypical school plans, school building assis-
tance program, 70B § 2
Provisional educator, schoolteachers certifica-
tion, 71 § 38G
Provisional educator certificate, schoolteachers
certification, 71 § 38G
Provisional educator certificate with advanced
standing, schoolteachers certification, 71
§ 38G
Provisional educator with advanced standing,
schoolteacher certification, 71 § 38G
Public agencies, construction contracts, public
works, 149 § 44A
Public bodies,
Facsimile signatures, 107 § 45A
Open meetings, 30A § 18
Public notification, public improvements and
public works, lowest price quotation, 149
§ 44A
Public procurement unit, uniform procurement,
30B§ 2
Public records, 4 § 7
Public safety incident, public safety mutual aid,
40 § 4J
Public way, 4 § 7
Publication, collection of local taxes, 60 § 1
Pumping stations, public improvements and
public works, bids and bidding, 149 § 44A
Pupil, school funds and state aid for public
schools, 70 § 2
Purchase description, uniform procurement,
30B§ 2
Purchaser,
Real estate time share, 183B § 2
Tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Qualified bonds, 44A § 1
Qualified substantial rehabilitation expendi-
tures, housing development incentive pro-
gram, 40V § 1
Quorum,
Open meetings, public bodies, 30A § 18
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Quorum—Cont'd
School committee budget hearings, 71
§ 38N
Racial imbalance, schools, 71 § 37D
Racial isolation, schools, 71 § 37D
Real estate, 4 § 7
Real property, Massachusetts Community Pres-
ervation Act, 44B § 2
Real property assembly costs, development dis-
tricts, cities and towns, 40Q § 1
Real property interest, Massachusetts Commu-
nity Preservation Act, 44B § 2
Receiving district, schools, attendance, 76
§ 12B
Reciprocity of certified educators, schoolteach-
ers certification, 71 § 38G
Recorded, 4 § 7
Real estate time share, 183B § 2
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81L
Recreational land, taxation, 61B § 1
Recreational use,
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act,
44B§ 2
Taxation, 61B § 1
Refuse disposal facility, regional refuse dispos-
al districts, 40 § 44B
Regional reimbursable expenditures, state aid
to regional school districts, 71 § 16D
Regional school, school building assistance pro-
gram, 70B § 2
Regional school aid percentage, state aid, 71
§ 16D
Regional school district, school building assis-
tance program, 70B § 2
Regional valuation percentage, state aid to re-
gional school districts, 71 § 16D
Regionally licensed or certified educator,
schoolteachers certification, 71 § 38G
Regionally licensed or certified teacher, 71
§ 38G
Regions, forest products tax, 61 § 1
Register of deeds, Subdivision Control Law, 41
§ 81L
Registered mail, 4 § 7
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81L
Registry of deeds,
Collection of local taxes, 60 § 1
Real estate time share, 183B § 2
Subdivision Control Law, 41 § 81L
Rehabilitation, Massachusetts Community
Preservation Act, 44B § 2
Reimbursable medical services, municipalities
receiving federal funds, 44 § 72
Related professionals, uniform procurement,
30B§ 2
Related tax, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Relocation costs, development districts, cities
and towns, 40Q § 1
Rental, motor vehicles, surcharge, 90 § 20E
Request for proposals, uniform procurement,
30B § 2
Requesting party, public safety mutual aid, 40
§ 4J
Research institution, dogs and cats, 140 § 136A
Responsible, public works contracts. 149 § 44A
Responsible bidder or offeror, uniform pro-
curement, 30B § 2
Responsive bidder or offeror, uniform procure-
ment, 30B § 2
Revenues, municipal finance, 44 § 1
Reverse auctions, uniform procurement, 30B
§ 2
River, filling, dredging, 131 § 40
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WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Riverfront area, rivers and streams, 131 § 40
Riverfront area boundary line, rivers and
streams, 131 § 40
Salary, 4 § 7
Sales, local option meals excise, 64L § 1
Sales contract, real estate time share, 183B § 2
Savings banks, 4 § 7
School, charter schools, 71 § 89
School district,
Bullying, 71 § 370
Charter schools, 71 § 89
Schools, state aid, 70 § 2
School grounds, bullying, 71 § 370
School official, freedom of expression in sec-
ondary schools, 71 § 82
School projects, school building assistance pro-
gram, 70B § 2
Security by bond, public works contracts, 30
§ 39M
Selectmen, district tenure, 41 § 130
Sending district, schools, attendance, 76 § 12B
Sending party, public safety mutual aid, 40
§ 4J
Service agent, tax receivables, transfers, 60
§ 2C
Services,
Collection of local taxes, 60 § 1
Uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Sewage, waste water treatment facilities, 83 § 1
Sewage treatment and disposal facilities, mu-
nicipal finance, 44 § 1
Shelter, dogs and cats, 140 § 136A
Sheltered market program, public contracts,
30B§ 18
Situated, tax assessments, 59 § 18
Smart growth zoning districts, school funds,
smart growth, reimbursement, 40S § 1
Soldiers and sailors, tax law, 59 § 5
Solid waste disposal facilities, tax, 16 § 24A
Sound business practices, uniform procure-
ment, 30B § 2
Spanish War veteran, 4 § 7
Spendthrifts, 4 § 7
Sponsor, housing development incentive pro-
gram, 40V § 1
Standard educator, schoolteachers certification,
71 § 38G
Standard educator certificate, schoolteachers
certification, 71 § 38G
Standard of effort, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
Standard of effort gap, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
State, 4 § 7
State auditor, 4 § 7
State fire warden, statutory construction, 4 § 7
State forester, statutory construction, 4 § 7
State overburden obligations, schools, state aid,
70 § 2
State public procurement unit, uniform pro-
curement. 30B § 2
State school aid, schools, state aid, 70 § 2
State school choice limit, attendance, 76 § 12B
State secretary, 4 § 7
State treasurer, 4 § 7
Statutory notice third party, tax receivables,
transfers, 60 § 2C
Stormwater, waste water treatment facilities, 83
§ 1
Student, freedom of expression in public sec-
ondary schools, 71 § 82
Subdivision, Subdivision Control Law, 41
§ 81L
Subdivision control, 41 § 81L
ZONING
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Subscriber, public officers and employees,
group insurance, 32B § 19
Subsequent individual taxpayer receivable, tax
receivables, 60 § 2C
Substantial rehabilitation, housing development
incentive program, 40V § 1
Substantially rehabilitated, housing develop-
ment incentive program, 40V § 1
Superintendent, charter schools, 71 § 89
Superior court, 4 § 7
Supplies, uniform procurement, 30B § 2
Surety or sureties, 4 § 7
Swamps, wetlands protection, 131 § 40
Swear. 4 § 7
Tax,
Abatement, 59 § 70A
Receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Tax increment, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
Tax receivables, 60 § 2C
Transfers, 60 § 2C
Taxes, tax law, 60 § 43
Taxpayer, tax receivables, transfers, 60 § 2C
Telecommunications companies, taxation, per-
sonal property, 59 § 18
Temporary certificate, schoolteachers, 71
§ 38G
Tenure, city officers, 41 § 126
Time share, real estate, 183B § 2
fime share instrument, real estate time share,
183B § 2
Total education cost for eligible students, smart
growth, school funds, reimbursement, 40S
§ 1
Total facilities grant, school building assistance
program. 70B § 2
Total foundation staff, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
Total taxes assessed, tax limitations, 59 § 21C
Town, 4 § 7
Townway, 4 § 7
Training costs, development districts, cities and
towns, 40Q § 1
Trusts, school building assistance program, 70B
§ 2
Two thirds vote, municipal finance, 44 § 1
Unit, real estate time share, 183B § 2
United States. 4 § 7
United States postmark,
Abatement of taxes, 59 §§ 59, 64
Appellate tax board, appeals, 59 § 65
Taxation, 58A § 7
Unlawful gaming, 4 § 7
Unpaid charges, cities and towns, fines and
penalties, 40U § 1
Vacancy, cities and towns, officers and employ-
ees, 41 § 11
Valuation. 4 $ 7
Vendor, local option meals excise. 64L § 1
Vessel, excise tax. 60B § 1
Veterans, 4 § 7
Victim, bullying, 71 § 370
Vietnam veteran, 4 § 7
Vocational enrollment, schools, state aid. 70
§ 2
WAAC, 4§ 7
Wage adjustment factor, schools, state aid, 70
§ 2
War. veterans memorial, 41 § 105
Wartime service. 4 § 7
Water and sewer line costs, development dis-
tricts, cities and towns. 40Q § 1
Water district, 4 § 7
WORDS AND PHRASES—Cont'd
Way, 4 § 7
Wet meadows, protection, 131 § 40
Whoever. 4 § 7
Will. 4 § 7
World War I veteran, 4 § 7
World War II veteran, 4 § 7
Written, 4 § 7
Year, 4 § 7
Year of manufacture, motor vehicle excise tax,
60A§ 1
WORK AND LABOR
Labor and Employment, generally, this index
WORK CLOTHES
Wearing Apparel, generally, this index
WORK HOURS
Hours of labor. Labor and Employment, this
index
WORK SCHEDULE
City and town employees, 40 § 21A
WORKERS
Labor and Employment, generally, this index
WORKERS COMPENSATION
Cities and towns,
Appropriations, 40 § 13A
Reserves. 40 § 13C
Self insurance, reserves, 40 § 13C
Funds, cities and towns. 40 § 13A
Insurance, funds, appropriations, 40 § 13A
Self insurance, cities and towns, reserves, 40
§ 13C
WORKSHOPS
Schools and school districts, special education
rights workshop, 71 § 1C
WORLD WAR II
High schools or secondary schools, veterans,
diplomas, 71 § 4
WORLD WAR VETERANS
Veterans, generally, this index
WORLD WIDE WEB
Internet, generally, this index
WORSHIP
Religion, generally, this index
WRIT OF EXECUTION
Execution, generally, this index
WRITING
Evening schools, 71 § 18
Instruction and training, 71 § 1
Sewers and sewer systems, decisions, nutrient
enrichment, reduction, 83 § IE
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
WRITS
Execution, generally, this index
WRITTEN INSTRUMENTS
Deeds and Conveyances, generally, this index
Negotiable Instruments, generally, this index
WRONG VENUE
Venue, generally, this index
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WRONGFUL A( is
Torts, generally, this index
WRONGFUL DEATH
Highways and Streets, generally, this index
YANKEE DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIA-
TION
Leases by cities and towns, 40 § 9
YEAR
School year. Schools and School Districts, this
index
Statutory construction, 4 § 7
YOUTH COMMISSIONS
Cities and towns, 40 § 8E
YOUTH SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Confidential or privileged information, employ-
ees, disclosure, 66 § 10
Employees, home addresses, telephone num-
bers, family information, disclosure, 66
§ 10
Family information, disclosure, 66 § 10
Records and recordation, home addresses, tele-
phone numbers, family information, em-
ployees, disclosure, 66 § 10
State lands used by, reimbursement of towns
for tax loss, 58 § 13
ZONING AND PLANNING
Actions and proceedings, smart growth zoning
districts, appeal and review, 40R § 1
1
Additions, official map, 41 § 81F
Advertisements, hearings, notice, 40A § 11
Advisory opinions, expedited permitting, priori-
ty development sites, applications. 43D § 6
Affordable housing, smart growth, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Amendments, approval of plan. 41 § 81W
Damages. 41 § 81DD
Appeal and review,
Expedited permitting, applications, advisory
opinions, 43D § 6
Smart growth zoning districts. 40R § 11
Special permit petitions, 40A § 11
Approval of plan, 41 §§ 81P, 81U, 81V
Modification or rescission. 41 § 81W
Attorneys fees, smart growth zoning districts,
appeal and review, bonds (officers and
fiduciaries), 40R § 1
1
Boards and commissions. Planning boards.
generally, post
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries i.
Appeal from planning board decisions, 41
§ 81BB
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and
review, 40R § 1
1
Bridges, master plan, 41 § 811)
Buildings and structures, plan, 41 § 81
D
Buses, route, plan, 41 § 81D
( lhanges, official map, 41 § 81F
Compilations of zoning ordinances or bylaws,
40 § 32
B
Complaints, smart growth zoning districts, ap-
peal and review. 40R § 1
1
Conservation and passive outdoor recreation
plans. 40 § 8C
Conservation commissions. 40 § 8C
Costs, smart growth zoning districts, appeal
and review, bonds (officers and fiducia-
ries), 40R § 11
Cultural resources, master plan, 41 § 81D
ZONING
ZONING AND PLANNING—Cont'd
Damages,
Change in official map, 41 § 81F
Modification of plan, 41 § 81DD
Definitions, parties in interest, 40A § 11
Densely developed areas, riverfront conserva-
tion, 131 § 40
Disapproval of plan, 41 § 81U
Distribution, compilations of zoning ordinances
or bylaws, 40 § 32B
Districts,
Planning board, master plan, 41 § 81D
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et
seq.
Drinking water protection districts, powers, 40
§ 39K
Economic development, master plan, 41 § 81D
Extension, variance, special permit, 40A § 11
Exterior lines of ways, 41 § 81J
Federal urban planning assistance, sharing cost,
41 § 56
Fees,
Expedited permitting, priority development
sites, applications, 43D § 6
Recording of variances or special permits,
40A§ 11
HD zones, housing development incentive pro-
gram, 40V § 1 et seq.
Hearings,
Notice, post
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 11
Highways and streets,
Municipalities without official map, duties,
41 § 811
Official map, 41 §§ 81E, 81H
Housing, master plan, 41 § 81D
Indebtedness, regional planning districts, 44
§ 28B
Jurisdiction,
Planning boards, 41 §§ 81B, 81V
Smart growth zoning districts, appeal and
review, 40R § 1
1
Land Court, this index
Limitation of actions, smart growth zoning dis-
tricts, approval, 40R § 11
Local housing or redevelopment authority,
plans, 41 § 81D
Maps. Official map, generally, post
Master plan, 41 § 81D
Modification,
Plans, 41 § 81U
Approval, 41 § 81W
Damages, 41 § 81DD
Variance or special permit, 40A § 11
Monuments and marks,
Duties, 41 § 81B
Entry upon land, 41 § 81CC
Municipal services, prerequisite to approval of
plan, 41 § 81U
Natural resources, master plan, 41 § 81
D
Notice,
Hearings, 40A § 11
ZONING AND PLANNING—Cont'd
Notice—Cont'd
Smart growth zoning districts, hearings, 40R
§ 11
Official map, 41 § 81E
Changes or additions, 41 § 81
F
Laying out, altering or relocating public way,
41 § 81H
Municipalities without, duties, 41 § 811
Official ways, 41 § 81G
Publication and distribution, 40 § 32B
Open Space Lands, generally, this index
Optional forms of municipal administration,
consolidation of offices, 43C § 12
Parks and playgrounds,
Laying out, 41 § 81G
Official map, 41 § 81E
Laying out, 41 § 81H
Plan, 41 § 81D
Parkways, plan, 41 § 81D
Petitions, special permits, 40A § 11
Pierhead and bulkhead lines, plan, 41 § 81D
Planning boards, 41 § 81A et seq.
Annual report, 41 § 71
Appeal from decisions, 41 § 81BB
Appointments, 41 §§ 70, 81A
Appropriations, 41 § 5
Bonds (officers and fiduciaries), appeals
from board decisions, 41 § 81BB
Chairman, election, 41 § 81A
Clerk, election, 41 § 81A
Conflict of interest, representation of party
of interest, 41 § 81A
Consolidation of offices, optional forms of
municipal administration, 43C § 12
Creation, 71 § 14
Definitions, Subdivision Control Law, 41
§ 81L
Election, 41 § 81A
Employees, 41 § 81A
Entry upon land, 41 §§ 81B, 81CC
Establishment, 41 § 81A
Failure to take action on plans, effect, 41
§ 81U
Hearing, changes to official map, 41 § 81F
Injunctions, 41 § 81B
Number of members, 41 § 81A
Park commissioners,
Acting as, 41 § 81C
Authority, 41 § 72
Party of interest, representation by member.
41 § 81A
Powers and duties, 41 § 81B
City council or selectmen, 41 § 81G
Removal from office, 41 § 81A
Reports, 41 §§ 71, 81C
Term of office, 41 § 81A
Vacancy in office, 41 § 81A
Playgrounds. Parks and playgrounds, general-
ly, ante
Preliminary plan, subdivision control, submis-
sion, 41 § 81S
ZONING AND PLANNING—Cont'd
Preparation of plans, 41 § 81C
Public places, master plan, 41 § 81D
Public ways, master plan, 41 § 81D
Publication,
Compilations of zoning ordinances or by-
laws, 40 § 32B
Notices, 40A§ 11
Official maps, 40 § 32B
Railroads, routes, plan, 41 § 81D
Recommendations, special permits, petitions,
40A§ 11
Records and recordation.
Master plan, 41 § 81D
Special permits, 40A § 11
Variance decisions, 40A § 11
Recreation, conservation and passive outdoor
recreation plans, 40 § 8C
Recreational lands, master plan, 41 § 81D
Recycling, solid waste, 40 § 8H
Regional planning, notes, 44 § 28B
Regional planning districts, indebtedness, 44
§ 28B
Renewal, variance or special permit, 40A § 11
Rescission, approval of plan, 41 § 81W
Damages, 41 § 81DD
Residential building, smart growth zoning dis-
tricts, 40R § 1 et seq.
Review. Appeal and review, generally, ante
Riverfront conservation, 131 § 40
Rules and regulations, certified copy, 41
§ 81EE
Sale, compilations of zoning ordinances or by-
laws, 40 § 32B
Service of process, smart growth zoning dis-
tricts, appeal and review, 40R § 11
Sewers, plan, 41 § 81D
Smart growth, 40R § 1 et seq.
School funds, costs, reimbursement. 40S § 1
et seq.
Smart growth zoning districts, 40R § 1 et seq.
Solid waste, recycling, 40 § 8H
Special permits, review of petitions, 40A § 11
Statement that law is in effect, 41 § 81EE
Subdivision Control Law, generally, this index
Superior court, jurisdiction, 41 § 81
B
Tax increment financing zone, 40 § 59
Transportation, master plan, 41 § 81
D
Tunnels, plan, 41 § 81D
UCH TIF zones, urban center housing tax
increment financing zones, cities and
towns, 40 § 60
Urban center housing tax increment financing
zones, cities and towns, 40 § 60
Variances, decisions, recording of copies of
decisions, 40A § 11
Viaducts, plan, 41 § 81D
Waiver,
Compliance, subdivision control, 41 § 81
R
Notice, 40A§ 11
Water conduits, plan, 41 § 81D
Watershed Management, generally, this index
Waterways, plan, 41 § 81D
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